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Sura Al-Fatiḥah (The Opening) No. 1212

Point212

Contents of the Sura212

Point212

 : The Tone of the Sura . 1212
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ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 8 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


 : Relationship with People . 3307

Commentary : Verse 4311

Belief in Divine Revelations311

Certainty of thr Hereafter313

This Life Likened to the Prenatal Period of Feoetus313

Profound Effect of Belief in the Hereafter315

Commentary : Verse 5316

Both guidance and success guaranteed to the pious ones by Allah316

Commentary : Vesre 6-7318

Disbelievers, the Second Group318

Point318

Infidelity and its Meaning322

Point322

'Infidelity, `the corrupt tree322

'Faith, 'the Good Tree322

Verses 8-16; Arabic323

English Translation324

Commentary : Verses 8-16326

Hypocrites, the Third Group326

Point326

Hypocrites, a Disease328

'Hypocrites, Claim to be 'Reformers328

Hypocrites, Think Themselves Wise330

Hypocrites, Change colour everyday330

 : Explanations332

The Appearance of Hypocrisy and its Roots332

ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 9 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Necessity of Knowing the Hypocrite336

Point336

A  few of their characteristics336

Verses 17-20), Arabic)341

English Translation342

Commentary : Verses 17-20342

Two Interesting Parables Illustrating the Hypocrite342

Commentary : Verses 21-22349

!Do Worship Allah349

 ? What is Servitude and Worship350

 : Some Explanations350

The Sky and the Earth are Bounties353

Point353

The Earth353

The Gravity353

The Sky355

The Rain357

Idolatry in Different Forms359

A  Detailed Scientific Meaning of Atmosphere361

Commentary : Verses 23-24364

Point364

 ? Why is the Holy Qur'ān a Miracle and How365

 ? Why do Prophets Need Miracles369

.( ! The Holy Qur'ān,The Everlasting Miracle of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h371

The Holy Qur'ān, Global and Eternal371

Commentary : Verse 25375

ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 10 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Specialties of the Bounties in Heaven375

Bountiful Gardens375

The Fruits376

Purified Spouses377

 : Occasion of Revelation378

 : Explanations378

Faith and Deeds . 1378

The Purified Spouses . 2380

The Material and Spiritual Blessings in Heaven . 3382

Commentary : Verse 26385

Point385

The Parable of the Gnat385

Occasion of the Revelation389

 : Explanation389

Commentary : Verses 27392

 ! The Real Losers392

Commentary : Verses 28-29394

 ! The Mysterious Bounty of Life394

 : Conclusion399

 : The Seven Firmaments402

Verses 30-33; Arabic and English Translation405

Commentary : Verses 30-33406

 ! Man, Allah's Deputy on Earth406

Angels on Trial412

Verses 34-36; Arabic and English Translation418

Commentary : Verses 34-36419

ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 11 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Adam in the Garden419

 : Explanations419

 ? Why did Iblis Disobey420

 ? Was the Prostration for Allah or for Adam421

?Why was Adam and his Spouse Originally Placed in the Garden423

Realization of Responsibilities423

Limits of Freedom425

Understanding Repentance425

Recognizing Friends and Enemies425

The Heavy Forfeit Paid by Adam427

Comments by the Late Allamah Tabatabaie428

Commentary : Verses 37-39430

Adam's Return to Allah430

/The True Meaning of Repentance/taubah431

 : Explanation433

The ` Words ' Adam (a.s.) Learnt from the Lord433

Commentary : Verse 40436

The Remembrance of the Favours of Allah436

 : Explanations437

Jews in Medina437

The Jews' Twelve Covenants with Allah439

!Allah will Fulfil His Covenant, too442

 ? Why are Jews Called the Children of Israel443

Commentary : Verses 41-43444

 : Explanation448

Islam, the Means of discipline and training448

ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 12 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The purpose of Prayer448

Commentary : Verse 44450

Commentary : Verses 45-46451

Point451

How to Overcome Difficulties451

Patience and Prayer451

 ' ? What is ` Meeting with Allah455

Commentary : Verses 47-48457

The Vain Imaginations of the Jews457

Intercession in the Qur'ān and Traditions460

Commentary : Verse 49467

The Greatest Bounty Bestowed on the Children of Isreal467

Slavery of Females, Past and Present469

Commentary : Verse 50472

 ! The Rescue from Pharaoh472

Point472

Detailed Account from the Bible474

Commentary : Verses 51-54481

The Israelites' Greatest Deviation481

'Their Punishment `you have indeed wronged yourselves484

Commentary : Verses 55-56486

 ! An Unjust Demand486

Point486

Result of their Demand486

Resurrection from the Dead488

Biblical Account488

ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 13 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Commentary : Verse 57491

 ! Abundant Bounties491

Commentary : Verses 58-59493

The Israelites' Intensive Obstinacy493

Point493

Refusal by some to repent495

Commentary : Verse 60497

 ! The Miracle of Water Gushing Forth in the Desert497

Commentary : Verse 61499

Demanding a Variety of Food499

 ? Why were the Israelites Stamped with Abasement and Humiliation500

Commentary : Verse 62502

A  General Principle for Salvation502

 ? Who are the Ṣabians503
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'The extentions of ' a good intercession2138

Commentary: verse 862140

'The objective meaning of ' taḥiyyat2140

Commentary: verse 872143

.Either of Unity and Resurrection relates to each other2143

Section 12: Dealing with Hypocrites2144

Point2144

Occasion of Revelation verse 882144

Commentary: verse 882146

Effects of one's deeds do not separate from him2146
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Commentary: verse 892147

Commentary: verse 902150

Islam is based on peace2150

Commentary: verse 912153

Muslims should know their different kinds of enemies2153

Section 13: Murder and its Punishment2155

Point2155

Occasion of Revelation: verse 922157

Commentary: verse 922157

Some Ordinances upon Manslaughter2157

Commentary: verse 932161

Point2161

:Explanations2161

Occasion of Revelation: verse 942164

Commentary: verse 942166

Commentary: verse 952168

Commentary: verse 962171

Section 14: Believers remaining with the enemy2172
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Commentary: verse 972172

Commentary: verse 982175

Commentary: verse 992176

Occasion of Revelation: verse 1002177

Commentary: verse 1002177

Emigration, an Islamic Constructive Instruction2177

Section 15: To cut short prayer while travelling2180
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Point2180

Commentary: verse 1012180

Point2180

:Explanations2182

Commentary: verse 1022183

Point2183

Due to your establishing prayer and the attack of enemy, take your precautions2185

Commentary: verse 1032188

!The Importance of Prayers, a Commandment2188

The Occasion of Revelation verse 1042191

Commentary: verse 1042193

Section 16: Not to side the dishonest2195

Point2195

Commentary: verse 1052195
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Commentary: verse 1072199
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Commentary: verse 1092201
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:Calumny Is a Crime2204

Section 17: Secret counsels of the Hypocrites2206
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Commentary: verse 1132206
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Commentary: verse 1142209

Commetnary: verse 1152212
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Section 20: Equity to everyone -The Jewish Hypocrisy Condemned2248

Point2248

Commentary: verse 1352248

:Social Justice2248

Commentary: verse 1362253

Commentary: verse 1372255

Commentary: verse 1382258

Commentary: verse 1392259

Commentary: verse 1402261

Point2261

:Explanations2261

Commentary: verse 1412264

:The Qualities of Hypocrites2264

Section 21: Fate of the Hypocrites2268

Point2268
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Commentary: verse 1442272

Point2272

:Explanations2272

Commentary: verse 1452275

Commentary: verse 1462276

Commentary: verse 1472278

Part Six2279

Point2279
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Commentary: verse 1482279

Commentary: verse 1492281

Commentary: verse 150-1512282

Commentary: verse 1522285

Section 22: Violation of the Covenant by the Jews2286
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Commentary: verse 1552291
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Commentary: verse 157-1582295
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Commentary: verse 1622305
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:Explanations2309

Commentary: verse 1642310

Commentary: verse 1652312
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Commentary: verse 1702319

Commentary: verse 1712321

Section 24: Messengership of Jesus Law of Inheritance2326
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Commentary: verse 1722326

Commentary: verse 1732329

Commentary: verse 1742331
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:Explanations2331

Commentary: verse 1752333

Occasion of Revelation: verse 1762335

Commentary: verse 1762337

Sura Al-Ma'idah (No. 5) The beginning2340

Introduction to the Sura Al-Mā'idah2340

Section 1: General Discipline2341
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Commentary: verse 12341

Commentary: verse 22345
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The Arabic text and the English translation of verse 32351

Commentary: verse 32353
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Moderation in the Usage of Meat2355

The Day of Qadir-i-Khum2357

:Explanations2361

Occasion of Revelation: verse 42362
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Commentary: verse 42362

A  Lawful Hunting2362

Commentary: verse 52366

:Consuming Food of the People of the Book and Marrying them2366

:Marrying with Non-Muslim Women2368

Section 2: Special cleanliness for Prayer -Equity enjoined2371
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Commentary: verse 62372

Commentary: verse 72375

Divine Convictions2375

Commentary: verse 82378

:An Earnest Invitation unto Justice2378

Commentary: verses 9-102380

Commentary: verse 112383

Point2383

:Explanations2383

Section 3: The Covenants with the Jews and the Christians2385

Point2385

Commentary: verse 122385

Point2385

:Explanations2387

Commentary: verse 132389

Commentary: verse 142391

Point2391

:Explanation2392

Commentary: verse 152393
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Commentary: verse 162394

Commentary: verse 172396

Commentary: verse 182399

Commentary: verse 192402

Section 4: The Israelites breaking the Covenant2405
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Commentary: verse 202405

Commentary: verse212408

Commentary: verse 222409
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:Explanations2415

Section 5: Jews warned against their wicked plots2418
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Commentary: verse 272418

Commentary: verse 282422

Commentary: verses 29-302423

Commentary: verse 312426

Commentary: verse 322428
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:Explanations2430

Commentary: verse 332433
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:Explanations2435

Commentary: verse 342438

Section 6: Penal Regulations against Offenders2440

Point2440

Commentary: verse 352440

Commentary: verses 36-372443

Commentary: verse 382446

Point2446

:Explanations2448
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Commentary: verse 402451

Commentary: verse 412452

Prophets Are Sympathetic unto the Misguided2452

Commentary: verse 422455

Commentary: verse 432457

Section 7: Relation of the Qur'ān to the previous heavenly Books2458

Point2458

Commentary: verse 442458

Point2458

:Explanation2460

Commentary: verse 452462
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Commentary: verse 462465

Commentary: verse 472467

:Those Who Do not Judge on the Divine Law2467

Commentary: verse 482468
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Point2468

:Explanation2470

Occasion of Revelation verse 492472

Commentary: verse 492472

Commentary: verse 502474

Section 8: The relation of the Muslims with their opponents2476

Point2476

Commentary: verse 512476

.To Dissociate from Enemy is the Condition of Faith2476

Commentary: verse 522479

Commentary: verse 532481
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Point2485

:Explanations2487

Commentary: verse 562491

Section 9: Mockers2492

Point2492

Commentary: verse 572492

Commentary: verse 582494

Occasion of Revelation: verse 592495

Commentary: verse 592495

Commentary: verse 602498

Commentary: verse 612500

Commentary: verse 622501
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ContentsGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 68 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Commentary: verse 642506

Commentary: verse 652511

Commentary: verse 662512

Section 10: The Christian Diviation from the Truth2515

Point2515

Commentary: verse 672515

.Appointment of the Successor as the Final Point of Prophetic Mission2515

Qadīr-i-Khum in Brief2518

:An Explanation2523

Commentary: verse 682525

Commentary: verse 692528
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?What is the Objective Meaning of the Sabians2528

Commentary: verse 702531

Commentary: verse 712532

Commentary: verse 722535

Commentary: verse 732538

Commentary: verse 742539

Commentary: verse 752540

Commentary: verse 762543

Point2543

:Explanations2543

Commentary: verse 772545

Section 11: Christian nearness to Islam2547

Point2547

Commentary: verse 782547
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Commentary: verse 792549

Commentary: verse 802550

Commentary: verse 812551

Commentary: verse 822552

Commentary: verse 832555

Commentary: verses 84-862556
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Introduction2631
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Commentary : Verse 872634

Point2634

 : Explanations2636

Commentary : Verse 882637

Gaining lawful things are enjoyed2637

Commentary : verse 892639

The Atonement of Oaths2639

Commentary : Verse 902644
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Wine, gambling, idols and dividing by arrow should be avoided2644

 : Explanations2646

Commentary : Verse 912648

Point2648

 : Explanations2648

Commentary : Verse 922652

Commentary : Verse 932653

Point2653

Some commentary books for the meaning of the verse2655

Section 13: Security of the Ka`bah Inviolable2656

Point2656

Commentary : Verse 942656

Commentary : Verse 952658

Commentary : Verse 962662

Point2662

!The Philosophy of No Hunting when Being in Pilgrim Garb2664

Commentary : verse 972665

Point2665

The divine graces in Hajj2667

Commentary : Verse 98-992668

Commentary : Verse 1002669

Section 14: All Polytheistic Traditions Denounced2670

Point2670

Occasion of Revelation Verses 101 and 1022670

Commentary : Verses 101-1022672

 ! Improper Questions2672
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Commentary: Verse 1032675

Point2675

The explanation of four animals2675

Commentary: verse 1042678

Commentary: verse 1052679

.Everybody Is Responsible of One's Own Deeds2679

Occasion of Revelation verse 1062681

Commentary: verse 1062682

Commentary: verse 1072685

Commentary: verse 1082687

Section 15: Covetousness of this worldly life2688

Point2688

Commentary: verse 1092688

Commentary : verse 1102691

Point2691

The matters stated in the verse2693

Commentary : verse 1112696

Commentary : verse 112-1132697

Point2697

 : Explanations2699

Commentary : verse 1142700

Commentary : verse 1152701

Section 16 :Teachings of Jesus corrupted after his departure2702

Point2702

Commentary : verse 1162702

 ! Disgust of Jesus from His Followers' Idolatry2702
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Commentary : verses 117-1182705

Commentary : verses 119-1202708

The End of Sura Al-Mā'idah2710

(Sura Al-'An`ām No. 6 (165 verses2711

Introduction to the Sura2711

Section 1: The Ultimate triumph of the Truth2715

Point2715

Commentary : verse 12715

Commentary : verse 22718

Point2718

Adam was created from clay2720

Commentary : verse 32721

Commentary : verses 4-52722

Point2722

The stages of infidelity2724

Commentary : verse 62725

Commentary : verse 72728

Commentary : verse 82729

Commentary : verse 92730

Commentary : verse 102731

Section 2: Allah Has Ordained Mercy on Himself2732

Point2732

Commentary : verse 112732

Commentary : verse 122735

Point2735

The kinds of Allah's Mercy2737
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Commentary : verse 132739

Commentary : verse 142740

Commentary : verse 152743

Commentary : verse 162744

Commentary : verse 172745

Commentary : verse 182746

Commentary : verse 192747

Commentary : verse 202750

Section 3: Polytheists shall themselves confess their guilt2752

Point2752

Commentary : verse 212752

Commentary : verse 222755

Commentary : verses 23-242757

Commentary : verse 252759

Commentary : verse 262762

Commentary : verse 272764

Commentary : verse 282766

Commentary : verses 29-302768

Section 4: Those who disbelieve the meeting of Allah are certainly losers2771

Point2771

Commentary : verse 312771

Point2771
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Commentary : verse 322774

Point2774

Wisdom is Allah's gift2776
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Commentary : verse 332777

Commentary : verse 342778

Point2778

'The meaning of 'kalimat2780

Commentary : verse 352781

Point2781

The value of free-will2782

Commentary : verse 362784

Commentary : verse 372785

Commentary : verse 382788

Point2788

The Resurrection of animals2790

Commentary : verse 392792

Commentary : verse 402793

Commentary : verse 412795

.Section 5: Warning against the approach of the punishment2796

Point2796
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Commentary : verses 48-492805

Point2805
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Commentary : verse 502808

 ! Knowing the Unseen2808

Section 6: Believers will be rewarded2812

Point2812

Commentary : verse 512812

Occasion of Revelation of verse 522815

Commentary : verse 522815

Commentary : verse 532818

Commentary : verses 54-552820

Section 7: The Judgment2823

Point2823

Commentary : verse 562823

Commentary : verse 572825

Point2825

Prophets should have proofs2825

Commentary : verse 582828

Commentary: verse 592829

 ! Secrets of the Unseen2829

Commentary : verse 602833

Section 8 : The Judgment2835

Point2835

Commentary : verse 612835

Commentary : verse 622837

Point2837

Allah, the real Master2837

Commentary : verses 63-642840
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Commentary : verses 65-662843

 : Various Chastisements2843

Commentary : verse 672848

Commentary : verse 682849

Commentary : verse 692852

Commentary : verse 702855

Section 9 : Submission to Allah; Abraham's Arguments2858
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Commentary : verse 742864
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Commentary : verse 822881
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Commentary : verse 882892

 ! Three Great Previleges2892
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Commentary : verse 892893

Commentary : verse 902895

Section 11: The Divine Revelation2897

Point2897

Commentary : verse 912897

Commentary : verse 922901

Point2901

 ! The Importance of Prayer2903

Commentary : verse 932904

Point2904

 : Explanations2908

Commentary : verse 942909

Section 12 : The Triumph of the Truth2913

Point2913

Commentary : verses 95-962913

Commentary : verses 97-982918

Commentary : verse 992923

Commentary : verse 1002930

Section 13: Allah the Creator and Knower of everything2933
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Commentary : verses 101-1022933

Commentary : verse 1032936
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Commentary : verse 1072942
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Commentary : verse 1082943

Commentary : verse 1092945

Commentary : verse 1102948

Section 14: Every Apostle Had an Enemy2949

Point2949

Commentary : verse 1112949

Commentary : verse 1122952

Commentary : verse 1132954

Commentary : verse 1142955

Commentary : verse 1152957

Commentary : verse 1162959

Commentary : verse 1172960

Commentary : verse 1182961

The effects of paganism2961

Commentary : verse 1192962

Commentary : verse 1202964

Commentary : verse 1212965
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Commentary : verse 1222967

Commentary : verse 1232970

Occasion of Revelation of verse 1242971

Commentary : verse 1242971

.Allah Appoints Prophets2971

Commentary : verse 1252975

Commentary : verse 1262978
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Commentary : verse 1272979

Commentary : verse 1282980

Commentary : verse 1292983

Section 16: The Decreed Punishment Shall be unavoidable2985

Point2985

Commentary : verse 1302985

Commentary : verse 1312988

Commentary : verse 1322989

Commentary : verses 133-1342990

Commentary : verse 1352993

Commentary : verse 1362995

Commentary : verse 1372998

Commentary : verse 1383001

Commentary : verse 1393004

Point3004

Four vices relating to belief3006

Commentary : verse 1403007

Point3007

 : Explanations3007
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Point3010

Commentary : verse 1413010

Commentary : verse 1423013
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Commentary : verse 1443017

.Section 18: The Forbidden Food the Vain Excuses3020
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Point3020

Commentary : verse 1453020

Commentary : verse 1463024

 : The Prohibitions and the Jews3024

Commentary : verse 1473027

Commentary : verse 1483029

Commentary : verse 1493032

Commentary : verse 1503034

Section 19 : Guiding Regulations of Life3037

Point3037

Commentary : verse 1513037

 : Ten Commandments3037

Commentary : verse 1523040

Commentary : verse 1533042

Point3042
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 : The Importance of Showing Kindness to Parents3042
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Commentary : verse 1543046

.Section 20: Prayer, Sacrifice, Life and Death to be only for Allah3048

Point3048

Commentary : verses 155-1563048
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Commentary : verse 1613062

Commentary : verses 162-1633065

Commentary : verse 1643067

Commentary : verse 1653069
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 : The Difference of Men and the Principal of Justice3071

 ! Man's Vicegerency on the Earth3071
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:Introduction to the Sura3074

Section 1: The Object of the Revelation of the Qur'ān3075

Point3075

Commentary : verses 1-33076
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Commentary : verses 6-73081

Point3081

 : Explanations3081

:Note3083

Commentary : verse 83084

Point3084

 : Explanations3086

Commentary : verse 93087
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Section 2 : Creation of Adam and the Defiance of Satan3089

Point3089

Commentary : verse 113089
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The Story of Satan's Disobedience3089
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Commentary : verses 14-153095

Commentary : verse 163096

Commentary : verse 173097

Point3097

The oath of Satan3097
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 : Explanations3100
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Commentary : verse 223106

Commentary : verse 233109

Commentary : verses 24-253111

Section 3: Mankind warned against its enemy, Satan3112

Point3112

Commentary : verse 263112

 ! A  Warning unto All the Children of Adam3112

 : Raiments in the Past and Present3114
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Point3116

Explanations3118
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Commentary : verse 293121

Commentary : verse 303124

Commentary : verse 313126

Section 4 : The Guidance through Messengers and Their Rejections3128

Point3128
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 : Explanations3133
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Point3136

 : Explanations3137
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Section 5: Disbelievers shall not Enter Paradise3146
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Point3146

 : Explanations3148
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 : Explanations3153
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Commentary : verse 443156

Point3156

 : Explanations3156

Commentary : verse 453159
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Point3160
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Section 6: The Disappointment of the Wicked in Hell3164
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Point3171

A  vain wish3173
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Point3174
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Commentary : verse 563179

Point3179

 : Explanations3180
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Section 8: The Ministry of Noah3186

Point3186

Commentary : verses 59-603186

Commentary : verses 61-623189

Commentary : verse 633192

Commentary : verse 643193

Section 9: The Ministry of Messenger Hūd3194

Point3194
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 : Explanations3194
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Point3207

Commentary : verse 733207

Point3207

 : Explanations3209
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Al-Fātihạh, the Basis of the Qur'ān . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
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In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

INTRODUCTION

Verily this Qur'ān doth guide to that which is most right (or stable) (to run societies), " 
and giveth the glad tidings to the Believers who work deeds of righteousness, that

(. they shall have a magnificent reward " (Sura Al-'Asrā, No. 17, verse 9

We have sent down to thee the book explaining all things, a Guide, a Mercy, and " 
(. Glad Tidings to Muslims," (Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 89

When those come to thee who believe in Our Signs, say: ` Peace be on you: Your " 
Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) Mercy; verily, if any of you did evil in

ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amended (his conduct), Lo! He is Oft-
(. Forgiving, Most Merciful ", (Sura Al-An`ām, No. 6, verse 54

The collection of all the messages or revelations that Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)
received is called Qur'ān. The Holy Qur'ān is the ` text-book ' of Islam. All the

doctrines, principals, laws, commandments and prohibitions of Islam are enshrined in
the Qur'ān. It was through the Qur'ān and Muhammad Mustafa (p.b.u.h.) that the

message of Allah (s.w.t.) to mankind was completed, and through the inspired

.commentary of Ahlul-Bait, religion was perfected

In this century of research and scientific progression of the computer, endeavours for

the conquest of space, the finding of new stars and galaxies of even more than 50
million light years away from us by modern instruments and the efforts of

astronomers, and the faster means of communication have set in motion such rapid

conveyances of men and material, which were far beyond the imagination of the

former generations of the human race and which causes a vital change and

exchange of thoughts and religious ideology, the light of the Qur'ān and

Islam is penetrating all curtains of every kind and is illuminating many individuals'

hearts in nearly all parts of the world, inspite of heavy barriers and careful controls

and religious interrogation exerted by not
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only many governments of non-Muslim nations, but also in some Muslim countries

against their believing people, especially during the years after the Islamic Revolution

.of Iran

The effective influence of the light of truth together with the speed in the movement

of the Age has brought forth a more vital change and exchange of thought and

religious ideology in connection with the Holy Qur'ān. In regard to this, we refer to

what the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has said about it: "...When afflictions surround

you like the dark night, refer to the Qur'ān, because, it is an Intercessor whose

intercession is accepted. It reports the evils (of people) which will be confirmed. It

leads the person to Heaven who puts it in front of himself (follows it); and he who puts

it behind himself (neglects it) will be driven to Hell. This very Qur'ān is the best guide to

the best ways. It is a Book in which there are useful explanations, statements and

(. gaining (of goals). It is the Separator (of right and wrong)...", (Usul-i-Kāfī, vol. 2, p. 599

To recite the Qur'ān, obviously, those people whose language is not Arabic and know

English, at first, refer to the Holy Book in English, because this is an international

language and it is possible for all nations with any native language, to read and

understand it in English. As far as we know, there are more than 50 different English

translations of the Qur'ān available in Iran, alone, and, probably some others can be

found, besides them, in libraries (and homes) throughout the world. This makes it

easy for the lovers of truth to receive the knowledge of the Holy Qur'ān and Islamic

,ideology, through the medium of English

.which formerly was acquired only directly by the Arabic and Persian languages

But, a fact should be mentioned here that although the Qur'ān is, on the whole, an

easily understandable book in general, yet, not all of the words of Allah are easily

understood by ordinary people and need explanatory commentary, ` Tafsīr '.
Alongside this path, there are some problems that those eager to learn the Qur'ānic

truth should know and be careful of. Hence, we deal, here, with some of the

difficulties we recognized and were involved in when we were preparing this work;

the fruit of our humble labour of more than three years, almost a pioneer service of its

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 184 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,kind, was a translation of the commentary of over one part

Volumes 1 and 2, (of the 30 parts) of the Holy Qur'ān from different-
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.commentary sources

The Persian-Arabic original work, compiled by a group of Muslim scholars who

preferred their names to be mentioned in the next world instead of this world, is

based especially upon popular commentaries mostly accepted by Muslim scholars of

both schools of thought, with the consultation of some other books and present living

scholars, learned in the Qur'ānic Sciences, as our investigative sources on the path of

producing this translated commentary in a simple standard of English easily

understood by laymen. The style of writing, here, is a mixture of British-English and

American-English,understandable by all the readers, even for those acquainted with

only one of them; but excuse us for using some interchangable spellings. If both are

used, from time to time, they are acceptable; i.e.: defenceless and defenseless, or

.favour and favor

Not All English Versions of the Qur'ān Are Acceptable

Some of the Western translators of the Holy Qur'ān, not all of them of course, and

some of the producers of the literature on Islam in the English language are the anti-
Muslim elements which are busy distorting the facts about the faith to create

.disruption in the Islamic ideology

These hostile minds have done the worst possible work which is for them to black-list

the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the religion of Islam, through their harsh, purposeful,
and subtle mis-translations, mis-interpretations, mis-representations and distortion

of the facts. The distortion and the misinterpretations are so strongly plastered with

such attractive colors of their linguistic excellence and the delusive logic that the blind

lovers of the English language, who are hardly or even totally

unaware of the actual Qur'ānic factors of faith, get caught in the falsehood tempered

with the eloquence and they swallow the `sugar-coated poisonous pills of deceit ' and

get themselves duly conditioned to serve the purpose of the publications of the hostile

.camps
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The current standing of Evil has always been against the Truth in the history of man,
of course, or even before the recorded history, from when the sons of Adam (a.s.)

.came into existence

When these antagonistic elements have sucessfully extended their
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active influence upon our own religion, ideology and social tradition, we are also

bound in our duty to Allah, His Final Word, the Holy Qur'ān, the Faith, and to Islam, to

do our best, at least, to present to every sincere seeker of it a selection of the proper

translation of the verses of the Holy Qur'ān from among the best translations

appropriate to the meaning of the original Arabic text, and the ` Tafsīr ', commentary,
.applied in this book

By the way, we believe it is the essential belief of ` Shi`ah ' that the present Qur'ān,
which is in our hands today, is the Holy Book of Allah, revealed to the holy Prophet

Mohammad (p.b.u.h.), as arranged and compiled during his lifetime and was reread to

him to assure accuracy and it contains nothing less or more than what was revealed.
(And it should be noted that, " Nay, but it is a Glorious Qur'ān, (inscribed

in a tablet preserved." (85: 21,22), whose present arrangement is the order in which the

various verses were assorted and arranged at the command of the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), himself. This is the uncorrupted or undisturbed Word of Allah, the

preservation of which has been guaranteed by Allah, Himself where He says: " We

have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and We will assuredly guard it (from

(. corruption) ", (15: 9

Furthermore, the English translations next to the Arabic text of the verses, in this

book, besides the careful investigation and searching through different lexical and

commentary sources together with the consultation of various authentic translations

of English versions of the Holy Qur'ān (the names of which are listed at the end of this

book under the title of ` References ') contain the most specific possible senses in

Arabic and English languages. These have been considered and applied to produce

the closest meaning to the Word of Allah and the commentary. The translator did his

best to preserve this Divine Message and, in conveying the Qur'ānic facts in English,
there has been some divine assistance bestowed (by Allah) through seeking help from

the Messenger of Allah, the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), who brought this Message

.to light

The translator of the current commentary, this writer, believes that the Word of Allah,
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the Holy Qur'ān, which is one of the two weights ` Thaqalayn ', is too magnificent for

him to translate, because of
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the fear of Allah, and he needed a kind of permission from Him to change the original

text from Arabic into another language which, somehow, was finally granted to him by

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) : " Verily this is a revelation from the Lord of the Worlds ", " In

(. the perspicuous Arabic tongue ", (26: 192 and 195

 ' ? What is a ` Commentary

,A pure, correct, accurate translation of the Qur'ān is necessary

but it is not sometimes enough for the readers of it to understand all of the apparent

and hidden meanings that some verses bear, and, it is the duty of every Muslim, man

or woman, to read, understand and contemplate on the Holy Qur'ān according to his

own capacity: "...read you, therefore, of the Qur'ān as much as may be easy for

(. you...", (73: 20

This reading has to be done not only with the tongue, voice and eyes; a mere

recitation, but with the best light that our intellect can supply, and even more, with the

truest and purest light which our heart and conscience can provide us. But, as was

mentioned earlier, it is not always possible to understand the Holy Book by itself, fully,
as Allah says: " That is indeed a Qur'ān most honourable," " Which none shall touch

(. but those who are purified ", (56: 77,79

Thus, some additional information is needed. For example, it is sometimes necessary

for the understanding of the text to refer to the particular occasion of the revelation

of a particular verse; or to know the philological changes of a word used at the time of

revelation or before it and the meaning that it has in Arabic, today. Or, the

alphabetical symbols which evidently and undoubtedly are secrets, and especially the

ambiguous / mutašābihāt /, the knowledge of which has been announced to be with

the / rāsixūna fil `ilm /, ` those deeply established in knowledge ', with even the

names of the hinted custodians of the knowledge to remain concealed. They are

some things that only `the particular ones, the sinless ones ', besides the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), himself, the agency or the sources authorized by Allah and the Holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) viz, Ahlul-Bait who were connected to the knowledge of Allah, (as He says: "
And whom We had taught knowledge from Our own Presence " (18: 65), ) knew about
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all the Qur'ānic facts and talked

.about them in their traditions and narrations
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For instance, the Apostle, himself, answered the questions which used to be asked by

people as to the meaning of certain words in the verses revealed, or details of certain

historical or spiritual matters on which they sought more enlightenment. These

answers and explanations, or, in other words, the commentaries were gathered by

some Companions / asḥạ̄b / and were afterwards written down which are called `

Ḥadīth ' or ` traditions '. Of course, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had openly declared in
Hadīth-uth-Thaqalayn that the Qur'ān is with the Ahlul-Bait, and to avoid going

astray, the Muslims should be attached to these two. Later, Ahlul-Bait's explanations

and narrations, concerned with the matter, were added to them and, together with

the effect of expert religious scholars in the past and present, brought up `Exegesis '
(explanation of the Qur'ān) which became a science in itself and was called ` Tafsīr ',

.commentary

Commentary ' shows how a group of verses or a particular verse was revealed to ` 
the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for a particular occasion

which also has a general meaning. The particular occasion and the particular people

concerned have passed away, but the general meaning and its application remain

true for all time, to enlighten the world, thoroughly. This is also one of the miracles of

this Divine Book that, with the help of `commentary ', the Qur'ān is always open and it
.is always new for those new generations to come

The Current Commentary

As was mentioned earlier, the light of Islam is enlightening the corners everywhere in
the world and seekers of truth, having referred to the translations of the Holy Qur'ān,

 ', find that they need ` Tafsīr

.commentary

Some of them, the Shi`ah believers in particular, have been led to this Center, Amir-
ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) Library, which received many letters requesting a clear, concise

 '. English Tafsīr, ` a commentary of the Holy Qur'ān
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From the beginning of Islam until today (although many times the Holy Qur'ān has

been translated into English and a few of them are published with brief, detailed

commentary, as footnotes), there has rarely been, as far as we know, a fairly

complete commentary in English

p:21
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sufficient for seekers of truth to find their answers. So, the decision was made to

.supply this commentary

Ayatullah `Allamah Mujāhid Al-Hāj Sayyid Kamāl Faghīh Imānī, the founder and

responsible party of this Islamic Scientific Research Center, approached and reported

the need for the commentary in English to the concerning scholars and appropriate

research societies. Then, 12 people, who had varying nationalities and educational

backgrounds, especially from the point of English language and Islamic Theology,
gathered. In their first gathering which was held on 28th Safar, 1412 (1370 H. and 1991),
they concluded that the commentary of the whole Qur'ān which they intended to

.supply in English, would take many years of time for the translators to produce

In order to quench the thirst of the lovers of Truth who had demanded it again and

again, they decided to supply the translation of the commentary of the last section of

the Qur'ān as a sample and after its publication and receiving the constructive

comments of the readers, then, with better skillfulness, this writer (or writers), would

continue the translation of the commentary from the beginning of the Holy Qur'ān to

.provide a complete one

Therefore, they thought it would be better that the sample, entitled ` An Enlightening

Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur'ān ', begin with Sura Insān, the end of the

29th Section, because the Qur'ān was revealed for the improvement of Man and this

Sura is about Man and his creation from a lowly life-germ which can develop unto the

.highest points where no other creature can ascend

But at the time of initiation, viz. when the translation of the commentary of the Qur'ān

actually began, the number of the involved people dwindled down to two, the

translator and the editor, who continued the endeavour until the English translation of

the commentary of the thirtieth part of the Qur'ān was finished and then offered it to

.the truth seekers of the world in two volumes

Thanks to Allah, the Gracious, in addition to the extraordinary abundant appreciations

an encouragements of the dear readers of these books from different parts of the

world in their thousands of letters, the first and the second volumes of this
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commentary not only were elected nationally as the best translated books in Iran

,(1995 AD
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AH. and again in 1996 AD, 1417 / 1375 AH.) but, according to some eye 1374  / 1416
witnesses and many letters from various universities and scientific religious centers in
the world, they have also been considered, up to now, the newest, most unique

outstanding pioneer works of their kind and are used as authentic reference books of

Islamic theology based on the view points of Ahlul-Bait (a.s.). Furthermore, they have

been selected to be taught as English text books in some universities and religious

schools in different Eastern and Westerm countries, even in England. Therefore, we

ought to be very thankful to Allah Who let the Light of His Word spread so brightly and

effectively thereby. All of these favours, of course, were the best spiritual worldly

reward for this mortal and a form of encouragement to begin the endeavour from the

beginning of the Qur'ān as was previously designed and decided. By the help of Allah

(s.w.t.), he, as a translator, finished the translation of the current volume by himself,
as he did the former volumes. Also, the investigation of the materials and verification

of the conformity of them with their original sources was another achievement for

him added to the auspicious task of translation. Yet, he believes and usually murmers

.by himself: " And my success (in my task) can only come from Allah

(In Him do I trust, and unto Him do I look." (11: 88

There have been, of course, some others such as the scholars, the editor, the library

officials, the computer data entry operator and typist, those printing house-personell,
etc. who sincerely had a share in the concerning activities until these published books

.became ready to be delivered to the dear readers

Hence, we are completely grateful for their efforts and extend our thanks for their

attempts as well as to those who financially or mentally and idealistically had any kind

.of involvement and cooperation in this work

Attributes Needed for Working on This Kind of Commentary

This endeavour needed not only the knowledge and skillfulness in the English

language, but also the knowledge of Arabic, Persian, and Islamic science and culture,
because Tafsīr is an attempt to analyze and
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,explain the meaning of verses in the Holy Qur'ān. Moreover, Allah

Himself, says: " We have sent down to thee the book explaining all things, a
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,Guide, a Mercy, and Glad Tidings to Muslims ", (Sura Al-Nahḷ, No. 16

(. verse 89

Then, it needs that those involved have sufficient understanding about almost all

sciences and knowledge that human beings are concerned with when working with

the commentary. Also, besides their structure, the phonetic sound systems of the two

languages, English and Arabic, are different. Therefore, when an Arabic word from

the Qur'ān is mentioned in the English text, to avoid using ` Arabic Script ' in the book,
as far as possible, it is shown with the phonetic alphabet and in its special phonetical

.: / /. sign, i.e

A transliteration table of the Arabic letters and sounds and the corresponding

(. phonetic signs, applied in this book, is given at the beginning of the book, (p. 31

The Problems in Translating

The translator has tried to avoid mixing up his own personal theories and conclusions

with the interpretation of the text, itself, which is usually perfectly perspicuous as it

claims to be. With the help of Allah, he did his best; at times asking for guidance from

some learned clergymen, and using all the knowledge and experience he possessed

in the service of the Holy Qur'ān for translating its commentary, hoping that Allah

accepts it. But the nature of this sort of endeavour is so that, in the course of

translation, some difficulties arise from various causes. For instance, cultures in the

Arabic language and English language are different so that some of the words like /
amrun bayn al amrayn / in the case of fatalism and freewill are nearly impossible to be

translated into English; or because the concept is not found in English literature, it is
sometimes rather difficult with, for example, what /sajdah/ ` prostration ' exactly

means in Arabic. In such cases he selected the meaning of the words from among

what the earlier commentators and philologists used and, also, where they were not

unanimous, he used the ideas of the new writers who had reasonable advantages in
their interpretations. Explanations, of course, are always helpful in conveying clear

.meanings, which he took benefit from, too
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It is noteworthy that there are some circumstances in the text, of the commentary, in
which a verse or verses of the Qur'ān from other

p:24
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Suras rather than the Sura under discussion are mentioned as evidence or, thereby,
for strengthening the idea. The text of these verses and, also, the traditions and

narrations from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or

Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) are printed in English in bolder type than the running commentary in
order to distinguish, at a glance, the substance from the shadow. Also, the mentioned

verses are generally and subtly or roughly taken provisionally from A. Yusuf Ali's

translation or other translations of the Qur'ān, the list of which is given at the end of

the book. These verses should be changed or re-adjusted to those translations done

.by the writer in this book when the translation of the commentary of the Qur'ān ends

It Was Only By His Merciful Will

The translator has interesting factual stories to tell of how the way of this endeavour

was paved by Providence and how he was divinely led to be absorbed into this task,
Alhamd-u-lillah. A few words given here, in this regard, are not to be misunderstood

.as a display of vanity for any pecular distinction; for there is none

It is purely to attract the attention of the readers to a living instance of the

Providential implementation of the divine plan and how man drifts to his assignment

and how matters are automatically manipulated, though, they seem yet only to be

circumstantial. " ... Our Lord is He Who gave to each (created) thing its form and

(nature and further gave (it) guidance." (20: 50

For example, once, on a night, the writer of these lines, the translator, had seen in a
dream that the Holy Qur'ān, was placed, honourably, on a high position, wide open,
high above a very great crowd of people amongst whom he was standing, watching.
The full name of his was clearly written in the midst of the writings on the right page

.of it with magnificent bold letters

The dream was obviously a good one, but it did not have any particularly vivid

.meaning to him at that time

It was approximately four years before he found out, in the course of translating the
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commentary of verses 11-16 from Sura `Abasa, No. 80, both the meaning of that true

dream and the cause of later eventual
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changes in his career of twenty years, as a manager of a profitable Foreign Language

Center, thanks to Allah. It is always true what the Qur'ān says: " You will not unless

,Allah wills, surely Allah is All-Knowing

(All-Wise." (76: 30

By His graceful arrangement, this writer was separated from almost all his material

gains, of this fleeting world, to be set toward the assured, perfect, pure, spiritual

rewards of the next, everlasting world from Him, Allah Willing. When he began

translating the commentary of the Qur'ān and entered this great Divine Ocean of

Light, he found out that from earlier times such a success had been appointed and

bestowed upon him by Allah. Therefore, all changes and graceful arrangements are

directly from Him and it was His helpful Will that planned His graceful design and

showered the ability and insight upon him to lead him to the present point. He is

eagerly in hopes that He will help him and guide him in all cases to complete the task

.successfully so that He accepts it from him

Now, Alhamd-u-lillah, that the translation of the commentary of this part of the

Qur'ān has been completed and handed to you, the dear reader, you are, in advance,
honourably asked to, firstly, forgive whatever mistakes or typographical errs you may

find in it, and, secondly, inform them clearly, if any, to the publisher's address, with

your evidence or point of view to be utilized and the material be corrected in later

.prints

Finally, prayer is offered to Almighty Allah that He may endow the translator with life

and strength enough to live to complete the series of this humble effort successfully

under His Merciful confirmation and acceptance; and may He allow this book to go

.what small distance it can towards our ultimate salvation. Amin

Was-salām

Sayyid Abbas Sadr-`āmelī
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Publisher's Note

The swelling, surging revolution of the Iranian Muslim nation has an essentially

specific culture which is based on and has flourished because of adherence to the

monotheistic school of thought, the Qur'ān, Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) and other Islamic

theology. The nation of Iran has revolutionized in order to revive and expand that

culture. One of the bases of this goal among the youth and other interested citizens

(people) is the establishment of public scientific research centers wherein the means

.of study and research of Islamic science and culture are made available

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali(a.s.) Public Library and Religious Scientific Research Center in
Isfahan is one of these centers, which, from its earliest days of establishment, in

addition to achieving this aim, has continuously had a share, as far as possible, in the

publication of the works of some Shi`ah scholars from Iran as well as others in the

world. The subject matter of these useful books were different. It commenced with

the publication of an outstanding Islamic work on the subject of Imāmate.This work

was comprised of two books containing some chosen materials from 56 separate

treatises composed by the leading traditionists of the Sunnite school of thought about

Imam Mahdi, Allah's remaining emissary, and offered to the esteemed clerical class

and all those interested in science and knowledge. Since then, this institute has

published thirty one other valuable religious, scientific research works in Arabic and

.Farsi

When these publications were distributed in different parts of the world, as one

factor, together with the reflection of the social, cultural and religions revolution of

Iran, they introduced this country as the `heart ' of the Islamic world. Therefore,
those who love Islam and the Qur'ān and are interested in the school of thought of

Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) communicated with this scientific research center from a variety of

nationalities, races, and colours all over the world by way of letters, Fax messages,
and telephone calls to demand that this beloved message, i.e., the Qur'ān and Islamic

theology, which is the ideal of the truth-seekers of the world, be published in their

own languages. ` The commentary of the Qur'ān in English ' was included among the

demands of many people. Hence, the Founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the
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,sage
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the grand leader of the revolution, and the master of the affairs of Muslims, the Late

Honorable Ayatullah-il-`Uzmā Al-Imam Khomeinī (s.a.), was informed of the

immediate circumstance. He responded: "This idea ought to be put to action as soon

as possible. The translation of the commentary of the Holy Qur'ān in English, as well

as in other possible languages, should be made available to the knowledgable ones

and lovers of Islam and the Qur'ān." He even continued by saying: " There is much to

." be done and so little time

Imam Khomeinī (R.) was a man of knowledge, interested in study and research, a

learned clergyman, a high ranking philosopher, and a grand unique politician who had

attained his nourishment from the pure

.Fountain of Monotheism, the Qur'ān, and Ahlul-Bait's (a.s.) doctrine

He was truly a lover of Islam and the Qur'ān and a genuine follower of Ahlul-Bait's

(a.s.) knowledge and teachings. The magnificence of his thought and his sincerity to

the Qur'ān and Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) is apparent

in his statements contained in ` the Last Message ' which is his last politico-divine will

and testament. In this remaining work of his, after a notable explanation about the

well-known holy tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: " I leave behind me two

weighty (very worthy and important) things: the Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān) and my

progeny, my Ahlul-Bait. Never, never will these two get separated from each other

(. ..." until they meet me at the Haud of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance

:Imam Khomeinī adds

We are honored and our beloved nation, which is totally committed to Islam and " 
Qur'ān, is honored t hat it wants to liberate the truths of the Qur'ān, which from end-
to-end calls for the unity of Muslims and the entire humanity, from graveyards and

cemeteries and present it as the greatest prescription for liberation from the chains

which are wrapped around the hands, feet, hearts, and minds of human beings and

drag them towards non-existence and destruction, slavery and subjugation to the

Taqootis. We are honored that we are the followers of a madhab (school of religious
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law) whose founder, on Allah's direction, was Allah's prophet and Ameer ul-
Mu'meneen 'Ali Ibn Abi Tālib, this servant of Allah who was himself liberated from all

chains and was designated, in turn, as the liberator of mankind from all chains of

(. slavery (to other than Allah

We are honored that Nahjul Balagha, which after the Qur'ān is

p:28

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 206 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


the greatest prescription for spiritual and material life, is the highest book for the

liberation of mankind, and its spiritual and political prescriptions are the most valuable

.for liberation, is authored by our Ma'soom Imam

We are honored that the Ma'soom Imams from 'Ali Ibn Abi Tālib to the Liberator of

mankind (A.S.) who with the power of Allah is alive and supervises all affairs, are our

Imams. We are honored that the supplications, which are called the ascending Qur'ān

.are from our Ma'soom Imams

We are honored that the intimate prayers of Sha'banieya, the supplications of 'Arafat

of Hossein Ibn 'Ali, Saheefa Sajjaddiya (this

Psalms of Āle Mohammad), and Saheefa Fatimah (which is an Allah-inspired book to

.Zahrāye Mardieya) are from us

We are honored that Baqir ul 'Ulūm, who is the highest personality of history and no

one, other than Allah Ta'ala and the Prophet (S.A.W.A.W.S.) and the Ma'soom Imams,
has been or will ever be able to understand his station is from us. And we are honored

that our madhab is Ja'afari and that our Fiqh which is an infinite sea (of knowledge) is
one of his (Imam Sạ̄diq a.s.) contributions. And we are

.proud of all Ma'soom Imams (a.s.) and we are committed to following them

We are honored that our Ma'soom Imams (a.s.) lived in prisons and exile because they

tried to raise the status of the Deen of Islam and implement the (teachings) of the

Holy Qur'ān, one of whose dimensions is the formation of the Just Government, and

finally became martyrs in attempts to irradicate oppressive governments and

Taqootis of their own time. Today we are honored that we want to implement the

ideals of

the Qur'ān and Sunnah. For the sake of this magnanimous end, our people selflessly

.sacrifice their lives, properties, and loved ones in the Way of Allah

We are honored that our women, young and old, big and small, weak and strong, are

present and work, side by side or even better than our men, in raising the status of
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. ..." Islam and achieving the ideals of Islam in cultural, economic, and military fields
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Hence, according to our Islamic religious and social duty, we took action towards the

publication of the English version of the commentary of the Qur'ān. After three years

of effort and endeavour on the part of all who were involved in the completing of this

work, the first print of the first and second volumes of this commentary consisting of

the thirtieth part (Juz') of the Holy Qur'ān entitled: ` An Enlightening Commentary into

the Light of the Holy Qur'ān ' was urgently distributed throughout the world. These

two volumes were so ardently and well received by the thirsty readers that over the

following one and a half years we had to reprint them four times and, as a result,
fortunately it happened that this Religious Research Center has been honoured to

happily welcome more than four thousand letters received from various addresses all

over the world, including those in European countries, different states of America, and

many sites in Asia, Africa and Australia. The people of these locales, those busy in

universities, research centers, and other similar institutes, or even in prisons, whose

letters are all available in this library, frequently asked for these commentary books.
They liked them very much and appreciated them abundantly, so much so that we

.cannot evaluate its depth or extent

Now, by the might and strength of Allah, this most recent volume is presented to the

lovers of Monotheism, the Qur'ān, and the Islamic theology hoping that it will be

favourably accepted by Allah, the Merciful, and also be specifically regarded by His

remaining emissary, the Expected Mahdī (May Allah hasten his glad advent) and,
finally, be received by his true deputies, i.e., the grand ` marāji` taqlīd ' (sources of

imitation) especially the great leader of the revolution and master of Muslims' affairs

.at the present time: Ayatullah-il-Uzṃā Sayyid Ali Khāminehee

Sayyid Kamāl Faghīh Imānī

Researcher and Founder of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Isfahan, Islamic Republic of Iran
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Transliteration
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مْیحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

The Holy Qur'an

PART 1

p:32
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مْیحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

Sura Al-Fatiḥah (The Opening) No. 1

Point

(Verses 7)

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Contents of the Sura

Point

The Holy phrase`In The Name of Allah,The Beneficent,The Merciful' / bism-il-lāh-ir-
rahṃān-ir-rahị̄m / is, in fact, mentioned both at the onset of the Qur'ān and at the

beginning of every Sura, except Sura 9, (Sura Taubah - Repentance). And, since the

purpose of Allah's Word, i.e. the whole Qur'ān, is to guide people; as Sura Al-Mā'idah,
No. 5, verses 15-16 say : "...Indeed, there has come to you a light and a clear Book from

Allah ", " With it Allah guideth him who follows His pleasure to the ways of peace and

safety ..."; therefore, this guidance, being a grant and a fundamental principle, begins

.with Allah's Holy Name

This Sura, among all Suras of the Qur'ān, has an extraordinary radiance which

 : originates from the following merits

 : The Tone of the Sura . 1

This Sura, The Opening, in comparison with other Suras of the Qur'ān regarding its

tone and melody, has a particular style which is clearly different and extraordinary.
The other Suras contain instructions from Allah, Who gives commands and

admonishments to His servants, but, in this Sura, His words are uttered on behalf of

the servants. In other words, in this Sura, Allah has taught His servants how to

.supplicate and speak to Him, simply and without a mediator

 : Al-Fātiḥah, the Basis of the Qur'ān . 2
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It is narrated that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said : " By the One, in Whose hand is
my soul, Allah has not sent down a similar Sura to this Sura (Al-Fātihạh), neither in the

Turah, nor in the Gospel, nor in

p:33
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the Psalms, nor even in the Qur'ān, and it is Umm-ul-Kitāb ";(1) which means that it is
.the basis and origin of all excellence

In fact, besides referring to the Resurrection, this Sura presents facts concerning the

Unity of the Divine Essence, Unity of Attributes, Unity of Divine Acts, and Unity of

.Worship. It is the essence of the whole meaning of the Qur'ān

It is narrated from Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) that : " All secrets of Allah are in
Divine Books; and the contents of all those Divine Books are comprised in the Qur'ān;

and what is found in the Qur'ān is condensed in Sura Al-Fātihạh, and what is in Al-
Fātihạh is gathered in /bismillāh /, and what is in / bismillāh / is concentrated in /b/, (the

(first letter of ` Bism-il-lāh ' )..." (2

Based on the entirety of great commentators' statements, it is understood that this

tradition indicates clearly the importance of both the Holy Qur'an and /bismillah-ir-
rahman-ir-rahim / in which science and knowledge, from the beginning to the end, is
comprised. The interpreter and elucidator of these sciences is the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), and after him there are his true vicegerents including Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

((a.s.). (3

.( : Al-Fatihah, Magnificent Honour of the Prophet (p.b.u.h . 3

Sura Al-Fatihah, more so than the other Suras in the Holy Qur'an, was revealed to the

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as a great bounty. It stands on a par with the whole Qur'an. The

:seven verses in the Sura the sum up the whole Quran

And We have bestowed on the the even Oft-repeated (verses) and the Grand“
Qur'an", (Sura Al-Hijr, No. 15, verse 87). This meaning is also referred to in a narration

from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) quoting the Prophet's (p.b.u.h.) tradition who said :"
Verily, Allah, the Exalted, has bestowed (His) favours on me particularly for 'The

Opening '(Al-Fatihah) and has positioned it on a par with the whole Grand Qur'an, and

surely Fatihat-ul-Kitāb (the Opening of the Qur'an) is the dearest (item) in the

treasures of the Arsh, (Throne of
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p:34

Majm-ul-Bayan, vol. 1, p. 17 1 - 1
Makhzan-ul-'Irfan, Commentary, vol. 1, p. 28 and Masabih-ul-Anwar vol. 1, p. 435 2 - 2

Manhajus-Sadiqin, vol. 1, p. 90 3 - 3
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(Heaven) "? (1

 : The Importance of its Recitation . 4

The recitation of this Sura, because of its extreme importance, is frequently

.emphasized in Islamic traditions and narrations

As for its virtue, it is narrated from the holy Prophet(p.b.u.h.) that: " The reward of any

Muslim who recites the Sura Opening 's is like that of a person who has recited two

thirds of the Qur'an, and so much reward would he receive as if he has given every

(believing Muslim, man or woman, a free will offering" (2

 : The Titles of the Sura . 5

There are ten titles given to this Sura, as taken from Islamic narrations and

commentary books, thus: Fatihat-ul-Kitab, Umm-ul-Kitab, Umm-ul-Qur'an, Sab-ul-
(Mathāni, Al-Wafiyah, Al-Kafiyah, Ash-Shafiyah, Al-Asās, Aş-Şalāt, and Al-Hamd.(3

p:35

Al-Burhan Fi Tafsir-il-Qur'an, vol. one, p. 21; and Atyab-ul-Bayan, vol. 1, p. 83 1 - 1
.Majma'-ul-Bayan, vol. one, p. 17 2 - 2

Rauh-ul-Janan, Abul-Futuh Rāzi, Commentary, vol. one, p. 16 3 - 3
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Sura Al-Fatihah, Arabic

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

(Sura Al-Fatihạh (The Opening) No. 1(7verses

(« 1  ) مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب  »

(« 2  ) نَیمَِلاعَْلا ِّبرَ  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  »

(« 3  ) مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  »

(« 4  ) نِیِّدلا مِوْیَ  کِِلامَ  »

(« 5  ) نُیعِتَسَْن كَاَّیإِوَ  دُُبْعَن  كَاَّیإِ  »

(« 6  ) مَیقِتَسْمُْلا طَارَِّصلا  اَندِهْا  »

(« 7  ) نَیِّلاَّضلا اَلوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  بِوضُْغمَْلا  رِْیغَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تَمْعَْنأَ  نَیذَِّلا  طَارَصِ  »

p:36
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English Translation

Sura Al-Fatihah

(The Opening) No. 1 (Verses 1-7)

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful." 2." (All) praise is (only) Allah, . " 1
." the Lord of the Worlds

." The Beneficent, The Merciful . 3

Master of the Day of Judgement." 5." Thee (alone) do we worship and of Thee (only) . 4
." do we seek help

Guide us (O' Lord) on the Straight Path." 7. "The path of those upon whom Thou . " 6
,hast bestowed Thy bounties, not (the path) of those inflicted with Thy wrath

." nor (of those) gone astray

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

." In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful . " 1

Commentary : Verse 1

Everything should begin in his holy name

It is a custom among most people of the world to recite the name of one of their great

and very beloved personalities that the worthiness of their work might be elevated.
That is, they relate that work to that personality from the very beginning of their

.endeavour

Among all beings, the One Who is eternal is only Allah, and, therefore, everything and

every activity should begin with His Holy Name. It should be enveloped in His Light,
and help should be always asked only from Him. So, in the first verse of the Qur'an, we

recite 'Bism-illah-ir-Rahmän-ir-Rahim' ( In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The

Merciful ). This action should not be done only with the tongue, but it should be done
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truly and meaningfully, because this kind of connection with Him sets work in the right

direction and keeps it far

p:37
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from any deviation. For this very reason, such a work will certainly be successful and

.blessed

Traditions adn Narrations

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in a tradition, has said: Any important work that begins

(without mentioning / bismillah l, will remain invalid.(1

After narrating this tradition, Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) added: "For every

action that a person wants to do, he/she shoul recite / bismillah-ir-rahmān-ir-rahim I,
which means that he/she begins the action with the Name of Allah, and every action

(that begins with the Name of Allah is blessed." (2

On the excellence and importance of/ bism-il-lah /, it is narrated from All-ibn-Musa-r-
Rida (a.s.), who has said thus: " (The holy phrase "Bism-il-lāh-ir-Rahmän-ir-Rahim' is

(closer to the Exalted Name of Allah than the pupil is to the white of the eye ".(3

Again, Ibn-Abbas narrates from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) thus: "As soon as a teacher

tells a child to say 'Bism-il-lah-ir-Rahmān-ir-Rahim' and the child says it, Allah records

(immunity (from fire) for the child, his or her parents and the teacher".(4

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) has said: "No Holy Book ever came down from heaven but that it

(began with 'Bism-il-lah-ir-Rahmān-ir-Rahim."(5

In 'Khisal' by Shaykh Sadaq it is cited that Imam Baqir (a.s.) has said: "... When we

begin an action, great or small, it is appropriate to recite bism-il-lah-ir-rahmān-ir-
(rahim, and that action may be blessed ".(6

.In short, the stability and permanence of an action is due to this very relation to Allah

The phrase / bism-il-lah / at the start of the Sura, teaches us to seek the help of Allah

from His pure perfect Essence when we begir any action. That is why Allah, the

Exalted, in the first verses revealed to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) instructed him to -
initiating the
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p:38

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 76, chapter 58, p. 305 (according to 'Tafsir Al-Bayan', vol. one,  1 - 1
(p. 461

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 76, chapter 58 2 - 2
Majma'-ul-Bayān, vol. 1, p. 18 3 - 3

Ibid 4 - 4
Al-Mahāsin by Barghi p. 40 and Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 92, p. 234 5 - 5

(Tafsir-us-Sāti, vol. 1, p. 70 and Al-Mizān, vol. 1, p. 26 (Persian version 6 - 6
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proclamation of Islam - perform this great task with the Name of Allah: Proclaim in the

Name of your Lord...".( Sura Al-'Alaq, No.96. werse 1): and the words of Noah (a.s.) to

his followers, at the time of the Flood are: "So he said: 'Embark ye on the Ark, in the

Name of Allah, whether it moves or be at rest! ..." (Sura Hus, No.11, verse 41). Again.
Soloman's letter to the Queen of Sheba begins, thus: " It is from Soloman, and is (as

follows): 'In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful" (Sura An-Naml, No. 27.
 (. verse 30

Based on the same principle, all of the Suras of the Holy Qur'an, (except Sura At-
Taubah, No. 9) begin with / bism-il-lah / (1) in order to pursue the essential aim of

guiding man and leading him to prosperity with success, far from getting a taste of

.defeat

In any event, when we begin our work with reliance upon the Supreme Power of

Allah, Whose Power is above all power, we feel, psychologically speaking, far more

powerful; therefore, we may be more confident. We may try more, be more

persevering, and more courageous in challenging with difficulties, more hopeful, and,
similarly, our intentions and the essence of our actions may be more purified. At the

.time of beginning any affair, reciting the Name of Allah is the secret to its success

To whatever extent we further explain this verse, it will still be seen insufficient,
because, according to a narration, Hadrat Ali (a.s.), regarding the commentary of the

verse, talked to Ibn-Abbas from the beginning of a night until the next morning, but it
was only for the commentary of /b/, the first letter of / bism-il-lah-ir-rahman-ir-

(rahim/. (2

***

 : Explanation

 ? Is the Phrase Bism-il-lah'a Part of Each Sura

Almost all Islamic scholars unanimously hold the opinion that / bism-il-lah-ir-rahman-
ir-rahim/ is, as was stated before, a part of Sura
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/. The phrase /bism-il-h/ is used as a contraction of /bism-il-lah-ir-rahman-ir-rahim 1 - 1
Makhzan-ul-'Irfan, vol. 1, p. 28 2 - 2
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Al-Fatihah and, also, of the other Suras of the Qur'an (exc At-Taubah, No. 9). In

essence, the inclusion of /bism-il-lah/ at the beginning of all Suras of the Holy Qur'an,
except the above mentioned one, is a vital piece of evidence bearing witness to this

very fact, and the belief is so firm that no change has been made in the Qur'an and

.(. nothing has been added to it since it was revealed to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.ueh

Allah, the Most Inclusive Name of God

Mu'awiyat-ibn-Ammar, one of the companions of Imam Sadia (a s.), said that he had

asked the Imam whether he should say bism-il-lah-ir-rahman-ir-rahim / at the

beginning of Sura Al-Fatihah when he stood for prayer, and he (a.s.) replied: " Yes ".
He had questioned him (a.s.), again, as to if he should recite /bism-il-lah/ when Sura Al-
Fatihah ended and before reciting the next Sura. Then, Imam Sadiq (as.), again,

(answered: " Yes".(1

Dar Qutni, a Muslim learned researcher, according to a sound document, narrates

from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) that someone asked him (a.s.):" What is As-Sab-al-
Mathani (Seven Verses)?" " It is Sura Al-Hamd "he (a.s.) answered. The man said: "

Sura Al-Hamd consists of six verses". He (a s.) replied: " Bism-illah-ir-Rahmān-ir-
(Rahim 'is also one verse."(2

Moreover, Muslims have always preserved the practice of reciting / bism-il-lah-ir-
rahman-ir-rahim / at the beginning of every Sura (except Sura 9 ) when reciting the

Holy Qur'an, and it has been proven, on numerous accounts, that the holy Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) used to recite it, too

It has been said that Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) was asked to say whether / bism-il-
lah-ir-raḥmān-ir-rahim / was a part of Sura Al-Fatihah. He (a.s.) answered: " Yes, the

Messenger of Allah used to recite it and considered it one verse (of the verses) of the

Sura, and he said that 'Fatihat-ul-Kitab (The Opening) is the same as (seven

(verses),”(3

p:40
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Al-Kah, vol. 3, p.312 1 - 1
Alliqan, vol. 1. p. 136 2 - 2

Atyab-ul-Bayan, vol. 1, p. 92 3 - 3
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Allah, the Most Inclusive Name of God

The term / ism / in the phrase / bism-il-lah /, as men of letters in Arabic literature say, is
originally derived from / sumuww / with the meaning of 'height, elevation'. The reason

why any 'noun' is called by

appellation is that after choosing to call a 'noun' by the particular given 'name' (ism),
the hidden meaning of the expression appears, and The sense of the 'name' is

.elevated, therefore forsaking meaninglessness

In the phrase / bism-il-lah /, the word Allah is the most complete and comprehensive

name among the Lord's many names. This is because each of Allah's names, which

are found in the Holy Qur'an, as well as in other Islamic sources, truly reflects one

particular aspect of Allah's Attributes. In other words, the only name that refers to all

of His Attributes of Glory and Beauty, is Allah. That is why other names are often used

as modifiers for the word 'Allah'. For example, "Allah is oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful",
(Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2.verse 226), refers to Allah's forgiveness; "..Allah heareth and

knoweth all things", (No.2, verse 227) shows His being well-acquainted with what is

audible and what comes to pass, respectively; " And Allah sees well all that you do",
(Sura Al-Hujurat, No. 49, verse is) states that He has information on everything that is
done by anyone; "Surely Allah is He Who gives (all) sustenance, the Lord of Power,
steadfast (for ever)", (Sura Ath-Thariyat, No. 51, verse 58) points to His giving

sustenance to all creatures and, at the same time, discloses that He is powerful and

.firm in His actions

And, finally, Sura Al-Hashr, No. 59, verses 23,24 reveals some other Attributes of Allah.
The terms 'Creator' and 'Evolver ' are suggestive of His creativeness and

inventiveness, and 'Bestower of Forms ' indicates His giving shapes: " Allah is He, than

Whom there is no other god;-the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and

Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the

Irresistible, the Supreme (in creating all creatures)...." "He is Allah, the Creator, the

...." Evolver, the Bestower of Forms, to Him belong the Most Beautiful Names

Another piece of evidence which is a clear indication that this Name, Allah is all-
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inclusive is that the acceptance of Faith, in Islam, is

p:41

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 227 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


possible only by reciting the sentence: / la ilaha illalah/" There is no god but Allah"; and

each of the other phrases such as: All-Knowing or Creator', or 'Bestower of

Sustenance, and the like, alone is not sufficient enough to proclaim as evidence of

Monotheism in Islam. And, that is why in religions other than Islam, the God of

Muslims is referred to as 'Allah', because it is only Muslims who use ‘Allah’ to refer to

.what they do worship

****

:Allah's General and Specific Mercy

The words ar-Rahmān' (The Beneficent) and 'ar-Rahim (The Merciful) are adjectives,
both derived from far-Raḥmah' (Mercy). The former word, the Beneficent, as it is

popularly recognized among some commentators, refers to the General Mercy of

Allah which is bestowed upon all creatures, among them are the believers and the

disbelievers, good-doers and evildoers. And, as we can see, the Divine bounties of life

are distributed everywhere and all human beings enjoy the endless merits therein.
This is their sustenance. They draw it out of the abundant blessings encompassing the

.whole world of existence

The word 'ar-Rahim' (The Merciful) refers to that Specific Mercy that is endowed upon

the believing, obedient servants alone. The believers, because of their true belief,
good actions, and faithful active obedience, deserve this special, exclusive mercy, of

.which the disbelievers are deprived

The particular fact ratifying this topic is that the word Rahmān is always used in the

Qur'an with the meaning of an infinite form of mercy, which is a sign of its generality,
while the word Rahim sometimes used with the meaning of a finite form, which is a
sign of its specificity such as: "... And He is full of Mercy to the Believers", (SUTA Al-
Ahzab, No. 33, verse 43). And it is sometimes used in an in form such as in Sura Al-

.Fatihah

A narration from Imam Sadiq (a.s.) says: " Allah is the God of all things and is

Beneficent to all His creatures, and He is Merciful, especially
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p:42

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 229 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(to the believers." (1

Therefore, at the moment that we initiate any action, when we begin with the Name

.of Allah, we must seek His Mercy, General and Specific Mercy, both

It is interesting to note that this power, which has a broad concept much the same as

gravitational pull, and has the ability to draw hearts closer together, is the very

Attribute of Mercy. This Attribute of Mercy is the very means by which men can attain

.a close relationship with the Creator, also

That is why true believers, when reciting the holy verse bism-il-lah-ir-raḥmān-ir-
rahim/, at the beginning of their affairs, detach their hearts from everything else and

rely only upon Allah, and seek help only from Him, because He is the only One Whose

.Mercy is "All-Encompassing' and no creature is deprived of it

Another fact that can also be understood from / bism-il-lah / is that Allah's acts are

based on Mercy, and, punishment has an exceptional aspect which will not be fulfilled

.unless there are some exact, clear reasons for it

When we recite the supplication entitled, “Jaushan Kabir', Section 20 thus : " O'Lord,
.Whose Mercy surpasses His Wrath..." the above point becomes clear

Human beings should attach importance to mercy and affection and behave

accordingly in their daily lives and use violence and harshness only for those times

.when it is clearly warranted

We conclude this discussion with a tradition, rich in meaning, from the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), who, when commenting on the many different kinds of His All-
Encompassing Mercy, said: "Verily, there are one hundred mercies belonging to Allah,
from which, He has sent down to the Earth only one and distributed that one among

His creatures. All the mercy and affection they have, issue from it. He, the Merciful,
withheld the other 99 for Himself to show mercy upon His servants on the Day of

(Resurrection".(2
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نیملاعلا بر  اللهدمحلا 

All) praise is (only) Allah's, the Lord of the Worlds * )

Commentary : Verse 2

The World is Full of His Mercy

After reciting the phrase / bism-il-lah-ir-Rahmān-ir-Rahim/ I, to begin the Sura, our

first duty is to bring to mind the Great Creator and Cherisher of the world of being,
and His endless bounties which have surrounded us thoroughly. In doing so, it is both

'a guide ' for us to observe the existence of Providence and 'a motive 'for showing our

.servitude and worship to Him

It is 'a motive' because any man, after receiving a gift, wishes to know its giver at

once, in order to show his gratitude and thankfulness to him. This quality is in man's

.innate disposition prompting him to manifest his acknowledgment of Him

This same quality in man, in discussing the theological motives of 'the necessity of

expressing thankfulness to the Bestower', according to what man's nature and

.rationale leads him to, is considered one of those motives

And it is a guide to knowing the Lord and His bounties, because the best and the most

direct way towards the acknowledgment of the Origin is the study of the secrets of

.creation, especially, the existence o the bounties of life as related to human beings

Therefore, perhaps, it is for these two reasons that Sura Al-Fatihah, alongside /bism-
". il-lah/, begins thus:" (All) praise is (only Allah's, the Lord of the Worlds

Or, in other words, the verse" (All) praise is (only) Allah's,! Lord of the Worlds" points to

.both the Unity of Divine Essence, and Unity of Divine Attributes and Acts

Originally, qualifying Allah (s.w.t.), here, with the po /rabb-il-'alamin/ (the Lord of the

Worlds) is, in fact, mentioni reason after stating the claim. It seems that someone has

asked praise is (only) Allah's, and the response is that it is for the reason that
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'. He is the Lord of the Worlds

This is one of the characteristics of Allah. In another occurrence, the Holy Qur'an says:
"He Who has made every thing when He has created most good ...." (Sura As-Sajdah,

(. No. 32, verse 7

And again, in Sura Hus, No. 11. verse 6, it says: " There is no moving creature on the

.... earth but its sustenance depends on Allah

It is, also, clearly understood from the word /al-hamd/, ‘praise, used in this verse, that

.Allah has created all these bounties and benefits, basically, by His Choice and His Will

It is interesting to note that by stating the phrase, '(All) praise (only) Allah's, it is not

only helpful to use it for the commencement of affairs, but, as the Qur'an teaches us,
it is also used as a conclusion, like in Sura Yunus, No.10, verse 10, about the good-
doers in Heaven, it says: "(This will be) their cry therein: "Glory to Thee, O God!' And

'peace' will be their greeting therein! And the close of their cry will be: Surely, the

!'". Praise is Allah's, the Lord of the Worlds

Virtue of the Verse

Concerning the virtue of this Holy verse, there is a narration from Imam Sadiq (a.s.)
which says that in a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he has said: " When a

believing servant says 'The Praise is (only) Allah's, the Lord of the Worlds, such a

praise that befits Him and His Rank, the angels are unable to record it. They will be

asked by Allah why they did not record the reward of the phrase which the believing

servant stated. Then, in response to their not recording the reward, they will ask how

it is that they could even understand and estimate the high standard of saying such a
phrase which contains the praise befitting and deserving only to Him. Allah, thc

Exalted, will tell them that they should record the phrase and it would be for Him to

(endow the servant with the reward of the praise as befitting Him ".(1

/The word /rabb
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The word /rabb/originally means 'the owner of something who proceeds to train and

!improve it

This word is absolutely applied to Allah, alone, and if it is

p:45
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applied, in Arabic, for other than Him, it is certainly used in a possessive form, as /
rabb-ud-dar / the owner of the house, or / rabb-us-safinab 'the owner of the ship! In

’. any case, the word, itself, conveys the meaning of ‘training

There is another idea mentioned in Majma'-ul-Bayān that says: "/rabb/ means: 'an

important person whose orders are obeyed." However, it is probable that both

.meanings refer to the same origin

/The term /alamin

The term /alamin/ is the plural form of /alam/ The world' and we cite it, here, with the

meaning of 'a collection of different creatures with common characteristics or a

common time and place'. For example, we say: the world of Man, the world of animals,
and the world of plants, or, we say: the world of the East and the world of the West, or

the world of today and the world of yesterday. Therefore, when /ālam/, which has a
'. plural sense by itself, is used in a plural form, it refers to the 'universe

The writer of the Al-Manar Commentary says that it is narrated from Imam Sadiq

(a.s.) that he has said /'alamin/ means “peoples', only. Then, the writer adds that the

term is used in the Qur'an with the same meaning, for example: "...That it may be an

(admonition to all peoples", (Sura Al-Furqan, No.25. verse 1).(1

It is true that the term l'alamin/ in many occurrences, in the Qur'an, is used with the

meaning of 'peoples', but, sometimes, it is also used with a broader scope of meaning

which envelops other creatures; for instance: " Then Praise be to Allah, Lord of the

heavens and Lord of the earth, -Lord and Cherisher of all the worlds!", (Sura Al-
Jathiyah, No. 45. verse 36). And, also, like: "Pharaoh said: “And what is the Lord and

Cherisher of the Worlds ?' (Moses) said: 'The Lord and Cherisher of the heavens and

(. the earth, and all between them ...", (Sura Ash-Shu'ara No.26, verses 23,24

It is interesting that in a narration from Hadrat Ali (a.s.), Şaduq has cited in the book

''Uyün-ul-Akhbar', that he (a.s.), commenting on the verse, has said: " (The phrase)
(Irabb-il-alarnin/ refers to all creatures whether they are inanimate or living".(2
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,There is, of course, no contradiction between these traditions
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because, although the meaning of the term /'alamin/ is very vast, Man is the most

significant being among all creatures of the world, so, he is sometimes especially

considered the central point of them, and other creatures are dependent upon him

and in his shadow. Therefore, when, in the tradition of the Imam (a.s.), the term is

rendered into peoples, the reason is that the main purpose of creation, in this great

.gathering of beings, is Man

macrocosm and microcosm

This point is, also, interesting that some have introduced two forms of /alam/ 'the

world': 'the great world' (macrocosm) and the lesser world' (microcosm) by which they

refer to Man as 'the lesser world', because the entity of a person alone, is a collection

of different powers which govern 'the great world'. In fact,'man' is a sample of the

whole world. So Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) in one of his poems, addressing Man,
says: "You think that you are a small body, while (you should know that you contain

." the great world' (macrocosm) inside you

One of the factors that causes us to emphasize the vast meaning of / 'alām / the

world', is that the term has occurred after the phrase /al-hamd-u-lil-lah/, in which we

,devote all the praise to Allah, only, and

The Lord of the then, we reason our statement with /rabb-il-'alamin/ Worlds! We say

the praise is only Allah's, because all perfections, all bounties and all blessings, in this

.world, belong to Him, the Lord, the Cherisher

****

میحرلا نمحرلا 

." The Beneficent, The Merciful"

Commentary : Verse 3

Point
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The meaning of /ar-raḥmān/' the Beneficent' and /ar-rahim/ the Merciful, together

with their broad sense of meaning and the difference between them, was explained

(at length while commenting on /bism-il-lah/, the repetition of which is not required.(1
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The history of slavery

A point that should be added to the commentary, here regarding 'ar-Rahman' and 'ar-
Rahim', is that these two attributes which are the most significant attributes of Allah,
are repeated at least 30 every day, in our (5) daily prayers, (twice in Sura Al-
Fatihahana in the Sura we recite after it). In this way, we praise Allah sixty times as

.being 'Merciful' each day

This, indeed, is a lesson taught to all human beings more than anything else that they

should try to acquire this attribute, and practice it in their daily lives and activities.
Moreover, it points to the fact that if we count ourselves among the true, obedient

servants of Allah, we should not follow or imitate the manner in which tyrant slave

owners use against their servants when dealing with our servants

The history of slavery indicates that the tyrant owners used to treat their slaves in

horrifyingly cruel ways. For example, if a slave moved a little slow in performing

services, he would receive harsh punishments: i.e. be whipped, put in chains or

fetters, fastened to a mill-stone and forced to turn it, instructed to work in mines,
imprisoned in deep, dark, wet holes and, if his faults were greater, he would be

.hanged

Another reference in the history of slavery also shows that condemned slaves were

put in wild animal cages. If the slave succeeded in staying alive, another animal would

.be let in on him

These are some examples of the conduct of some owners with their slaves. But, Allah,
the Lord of the Worlds, has mentioned repeatedly, in the Holy Qur'an, that Allah is

Oft-Forgiving and Most Merciful to the servants who are repentant of their

disobedience to Him. For example: Sura Az-Zumar, No.39, verse 3 says: "Say: 'O' My

servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah:
". for Allah forgives all sins, for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful

Therefore, the terms 'ar-Rahman' (the Beneficent) and 'ar-Rahim (the Merciful) used

after the phrase /rabb-il-'alamin/ 'the Lord of the Worlds' refer to the idea that, He,
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with the absolute Power He has, s yet Merciful to all His creatures. This quality, which

Allah possesses, attracts His servants to Him and they eagerly say: 'ar-Rahmān-ir-
(. Rahim, (the Beneficent, the Merciful
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belief in Allah is the first of the five principles of Islam

It is here that one's attention is drawn to the fact that the behaviour of Allah, the

Exalted, toward His creatures is, by far, different from that of masters toward their

.servants, in particular, during the horrible period of slavery

.Therefore, belief in Allah is the first of the five principles of Islam

****

نیدلا موی  کلم 

." Master of the Day of Judgement " 

Commentary : Verse 4

Faith in the Resurrection', the Second Principle

In this verse, attention is paid to the second important principle in Islam, i.e.
:Resurrection and the Hereafter when it says

." Master of the Day of Judgement"

Thus, the focus of the idea of the Origin and End, which is the main foundation of all

.ethical and social improvements in Man, reaches the peak of perfection

It is noteworthy, here, that the mastership of Allah, or His Ownership, is pointed out,
which illustrates His Sovereignty and Domination over everything and everyone on

that Day, when all human beings will attend that Great Court for reckoning, before

their real and genuine Master. They will see all their deeds and even their thoughts

present without there being aught less than the original or anything forgotten. They

will even have to accept their share of responsibility for any customs for which they

.have merely been the founders of, not necessarily the doers of them

Allah's Ownership

Allah's Ownership, on that Day, is not similar to our imaginary ownership of that which
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belongs to us from the things of this world. His Ownership, regarding the world of

existence, is the real ownership. It is the special dependence of creatures on the Lord

and their being in need of Him. If the flow of His blessings ceased even for a single

moment, it

p:49
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.would cause them to perish altogether

In other words, this ownership is the consequence of His Creatorship and Divinity. He,
Who creates beings, gives them life every moment and cherishes them, protects

them and guides them, is the real master of all creatures. As a matter of fact, He is the

.only Ruler of all powers in the world of existence

 ? Is not Allah the Absolute Owner of this world

There is no doubt that Allah is the Lord of the Worlds . The question to be raised here

is this: Is not Allah the Absolute Owner of this world ?' versus our statement to this

effect that He is the Master of the Day of Judgement. The answer to this question lies

in the fact that the Ownership of Allah though it comprises both worlds, enjoys further

manifestation in the Hereafter. This is because all material ties and imaginary

ownerships are cut off (in the Hereafter), and no one has anything of his or her own

on That Day. Even intercession, if ever achieved, is by Allah's command, as the Qur'an

says about the Reckoning Day: "The Day on which no soul shall have aught for

(another) soul, and the command That Day shall be (wholly) Allah's" (Sura Al-Infitar,
(. No. 82, verse 19

In other words, occasions arise, in this world, when one helps another through his or

her speech, money, power, advocates, plans, designs, and so on. On That Day (the

Hereafter), however, certainly not a single trace of such affairs will exist. Therefore,
when people are asked: " Whose will be the Domination This Day ?...", they answer: "...
that of Allah, the One, the Almighty!" (Sura Al-Mu'min, No. 40, verse 16). This is also an

answer to those who reject the idea that when Allah is the Owner of everything why,
 ! then, He is called the Master of the Day of Judgement

Man, with no belief in the Hereafter and the Day of Reckoning, would have the

potential to be the most immoral of beings, the biggest tyrant committing the worst

and the most hideous crimes, for, in his view, there is not any one to question or

punish him if he is clever enough not to get caught and, with such characteristics,
sometimes, it would be so terrible or impossible for other fellow-creatures to continue

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 244 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


their lives in this world. Therefore, faith in life after death and the Day of Judgement,
which is an essential part of Islam, like prayer, is very helpful in controlling men

.against committing sins
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Emphasizing the Ownership of Allah on the Day of Judgement has this effect, too, that

it stands against the disbelief of disbelievers in the Hereafter. It is understood from

the verses of the Holy Qur'an that Faith in Allah has been a common belief even

among disbelievers in the Age of Ignorance. Sura Luqman, No. 31, verse 25 says about

them: " If thou ask them, who it is that created the heavens and the earth, they will

certainly say: 'Allah...", while they did not accept the speech of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
about the Resurrection: " The Unbelievers say (in ridicule): 'Shall we point to you a

man that will tell you, when ye are all scattered to pieces in disintegration, that ye

shall (then be raised) in a New creation ?"" Has he invented a falsehood against Allah,
(. or has a spirit (seized) him ?...", (Sura Saba, No. 34, verses 7,8

A tradition from Imam Sajjad (a.s.) says: " When All-ibn-il-Husayn (a.s.) began reciting

Master of the Day of Judgement', he repeated it so many times that he was at the

(point of losing his life".(1

The phrase / yaum-id-din /, is repeated more than ten times in the Qur'an, exclusively

with the meaning of the Hereafter': "And what makes you know what the Day of

Reckoning is ? " " Again, what makes you know what the Day of Reckoning is ? " " The

Day on which no soul shall have aught for (another) soul, and the command that Day

(. shall be (wholly) Allah's " (Sura Al-Infitar, No. 82, verses 17-19

The phrase yaum-id-din/ is used in the sense of the Day of Judgement', for "That Day'

is the day of rewards; and /din/ in Arabic philology means: 'reward, recompensel. The

most evident procedure fulfilled in the Hereafter is the procedure of paying rewards

or inflicting punishments. On That Day, the curtains will be removed and the deeds of

all will be reckoned, precisely, and everyone shall reap the fruit of his own actions, be

.they good or evil

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said in a tradition that the Day of Judgement is The Reckoning

(Day!(2

It is also noteworthy to mention that some commentators believe that 'Resurrection'

is called /yaum-ud-din/ because on That Day, everyone is recompensed for his own

.religion, if he has followed it accordingly

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 246 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_51_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_51_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p:52

Nür-uth-Thaqalayn, Commentary, vol. 1. p. 19 1 - 1
Majma'-ul-Bayan, vol. 1. p. 24: and , Manhaj-us-Sadiqin, vol. 1. p. 24 2 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 247 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نیعتسن كایإو  دبعن  كایا 

.Thee (alone) do we worship and of Thee (only) do we seek help"

Commentary : Verse 5

Man in the Presence of Allah

Here, this verse is a start for a servant to plea and ask his needs from Allah. In fact,
from here on the tone of the statements changes, The former verses were the praise

and attributes of Allah, and the statement of Faith in His Pure Unity, consisting of a

confession to the belief in the Day of Resurrection. But, from this verse on, it seems

that the servant, with that firm foundation of Belief in the knowledge of

Allah, sees himself in front of Him, the Pure Essence. He addresses Him and speaks,
firstly, about his own worship for Him and, then, about His help which he seeks from

:Him. Thus he says

." Thee (alone) do we worship and of Thee (only) do we seek help

In other words, when the concepts of the former verses settle in one's soul, and his

entire entity is enlightened with the Light of Allah, the Cherisher of the Worlds, and

when he recognizes His General Mercy' and 'Specific Mercy, the individual transforms

into a complete person from the point of belief' and 'Faith'. The prime fruit of this deep

belief in monotheism, for a person, in one respect, is to be a pure true servant of Allah,
free from any idol and idolatry, far from tyrants and lusts; and, on the other hand, to

.seek help only from His Pure Essence

In fact, the former verses state the Unity of Essence and Attributes, while, here, the

.statement is regarding the Unity of Worship and Unity of Acts

Unity of Worship

Unity of Worship ' means that we acknowledge no person or thing worthy of worship

other than Allah, Whose commands alone do we obey and Whose laws only do we
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follow, avoiding any kind of servitude and submission to other than Him, the Pure

.Essence

Unity of Acts

Unity of Acts' means that we clearly recognize Him as the only real' Author of Causes'

in the world. It does not mean that we would
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refuse the world of 'cause' and be neglectful of searching for the causes of things, but

it means that we would believe that any effect from any cause is under His command.
.It is He Who has given heat to fire, light to the sun, and vivacity to water

The outcome of this belief is that one relies on Allah alone, and knows that all

authority and power are His only. In his view, other than Him is powerless, mortal and

.perishable

Allah is the only Essence to be relied on and worshipped. It is only He Who is deserving

.of man's reliance for everything

This kind of thought and belief sets man apart from anyone or any thing else and joins

him only to Allah. He obeys Allah even when he pursues after the world of ways and

.means ', i.e. he sees the Power of Allah, the Cause of causes, in control of the means

This belief elevates the soul of man so high and the scope of his thought so broad that

it reaches eternity and becomes free from any limited circumstances, in so far as,
Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen, the Master of the Virtuous, Ali (a.s.), regarding Allah, says:
" I worship you neither for the fear of the Fire (of Your Hell) nor for the desire of Your

(Paradise, but I found You fit for worshipping and I worshipped You."(1

****

 : Explanation

Allah: the Only Site of Reliance

According to the Arabic literature, when the object of the verb precedes its subject, in
that language, the meaning of exclusiveness is understood, and, here, the word /
iyyaka / Thou 'has preceded the words / na'bud / we worship and / nasta in /we seek

help' which indicates exclusiveness in which its result is the very Unity of Worship and

Unity of Acts that were explained before. Even in our own worship, we need His help

for which we must ask Him. We may be involved in self-conceit, deviation, hypocrisy

and similar things, which

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 250 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_53_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p:53

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 72, p. 186 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 251 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


destroy our worshipping and servitude totally. Then, in all affairs and activities, our full

.attention should be exclusively on Allah, the Exalted

In other words, this, in itself, is one of the stages of monotheism, a high stage of it,
which is rendered into 'monotheism in speculation'. That is, one should always and in
all circumstances, think of Allah only. He should rely exclusively on Allah. He should

fear nothing but Allah; and he should trust Allah only. He should see nothing save

Allah; he should want nothing save Allah; and he should love none save Allah. As the

Qur'an says: " Allah has not made for any man two hearts in his (one) body..." (Sura Al-
(. Ahzab, No. 33, verse 4

The Social Aspect of Worship

The pronoun 'we', which is in the plural form, used in terms 7 na'bud /' we worship and

/ nasta in /we seek help, and in the next verses, shows that worship, especially prayer,
.is based on plural' and community

The servant must consider himself among the community even when he is standing in
.front of Allah for invocation, much less during his other daily activities

Thus, from the point of view of the Qur'an, any individualism, solitariness, and the like

are not accepted in Islam. Particularly, the ritual prayer, from the prayer call: /hayya

'alas-salat/ 'hasten to the prayer', which is an invitation to initiate prayer, to Sura Al-
Hamd at the beginning of the prayer, and the term /assalamu 'alaykum.../ 'peace be on

you all...'at the end of the prayer, all are statements of verification to the concept that

this worship basically has a social aspect; viz, it ought to be performed as a

congregational prayer. It is true that the prayer performed individually is also

.accepted in Islam, but personal worship is considered as the secondary degree

We Ask Allah for Help in Confronting Forces

We have to confront different forces in this world, both the forces in nature and our

innate, or inborn natural forces. To be able to challenge with these destructive,
misleading factors, we need to be helped. Hence, we shelter under the protective
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umbrella of Allah. We
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get up every morning and repeat the verse l'iyyaka na'budu wa 'iyyaka nasta'in /
(Thee (alone) do we worship and of Thee (only) we seek help) to confess our servitude

to Allah and to ask His Pure Essence help to make us successful in this great

challenge. We do the same in the evening before we go to bed. We get up in the

morning with His remembrance, and we go to bed in the evening with His

remembrance, and each time we ask help from His Pure Essence. What an excellent

state this is for the person who is in this stage of Faith! He never bows to any tyrant.
He never loses himself for the attraction of material gain, and as the Qur'an reveals

about the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), saying: "... Truly, my prayer and my service of

sacrifice, my life and my death, are (all) for the Cherisher of the Worlds" (Sura Al-
(. An'am No. 6, verse 162

Therefore, the recitation of this Holy Sura may provide the solution to all problems in
our lives. It has plenty of properties which can bring us to safety. An example is from a
narration cited by one of the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). He said that in one

of the battles, he was with the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). When the fight became

difficult, he (p.b.u.h.) lifted his head and said: " O'Master of the Day of Judgement!
Thee (alone) do we worship and of Thee (only) we seek help". At that moment the

army of enemies was defeated and many of them) were killed while the Prophet

((p.b.u.h.) and Muslims won.(1

It is stated in another narration:" When a difficulty arises for a believing servant, and

(he recites this Holy verse, it will become easy for him".(2

****

-مْ یقتَسْمُْلا طَار  - ِّصلا َ-ا  ندِ - هِْا

". Guide us (O Lord) in the straight path"

Commentary: Verse 6

Point

After confessing his obedience and servitude to Allah and reaching
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the state of worship, and asking for help from Him, the first thing that

the path of the the servant seeks is His guidance to the Straight Path righteous, the

path of Justice, and the path of Faith and good deeds. So, he asks the Lord, Who has

.bestowed on him all of these bounties, to give him the bounty of guidance', too

Such a man, in the above stated condition, is a believing one who is acquainted with

the Lordship of his Lord, but it is possible, too, that suddenly he would cease to receive

this bounty because of some component of wickedness, and, consequently, he would

.stray from the Right Path

Therefore, he must ask his Lord, at least ten times a day, to protect him from any kind

.of aberration

Moreover, this Straight Path', which is the very Divine creed, has some stages. All

people are not on the same level of spiritual preparedness necessary for attaining

these stages. Whatever stages a person attains, there are still some higher stages

.above them that a believing servant might ask Allah to guide him to reach

?Why must we always ask Allah for guidance

Here, a question arises: "Why must we always ask Allah for guidance to the Straight

 ?". Path', as if we are being misguided

Besides, supposing the statement is true about us, the ordinary believers, but what

about the holy Prophet and sinless Imams (p.b.u.th.) who were the examples of

:complete human beings? In answer to this question, we may say

Firstly, the fact is that Man is liable to deviate from the Right Path with each step that

he takes as he is walking along the path of guidance. So, he should rely on Allah and

'. ask Him to keep him firm on the 'Straight Path

We must not forget that our existence, our being, and all the bounties which always

:come to us, are from His Origin. To clarify the matter, we cite a simple example
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(Human beings resemble an electric lamp (from one point of view

All creatures, including human beings, (from one point of view) resemble an electric

lamp. We see that the light of a lamp, when it is on, appears to be constant and

monotonous. The reason is that the electrical current flows constantly from a

generator to the lamp. The generator continuously produces some new electrical

power, a part of which reaches the lamp by some connective wires. Our being is

similar

p:56
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to the lamp. Although it appears as a sustained being, it is, in fact, a continually

renewed being that flows ceaselessly to us from the Original Being, the Bountiful

.Creator

Therefore, as the continually new being reaches us, we need constant new guidance,
too. It is natural that if something wrong or some barriers manifest themselves in our

spiritual connective wires with

Allah; the vices, injustice, wrong doings, etc., will disrupt our connection with the

'. Origin of guidance. At that moment, we may deviate from the Straight Path

We ask Allah that these barriers be removed and not obstruct our way that we may

'. remain steadfast along the Straight Path

Secondly, receiving 'guidance' is the same as travelling the path of 'development'

along which man can gradually promote from lower degrees to higher and higher

.ones

We also know that the path of development is endless and continues towards

'. 'infinity

So, it is no wonder that even the prophets and sinless Imams (p.b.u.th.) ask Allah to

guide them to the 'Straight Path', because the Absolute Perfection is Allah and all of

us, without any exception, are on the path of perfection, then it is acceptable that

.they, too, ask Him for higher promotions

Do we not often send greetings to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the special formula of

Salawat'? Does Salawat' not have the meaning of requesting new blessings from Allah

.( ? for Prophet Mohammad and his descendants (p.b.u.th

Is it not expressed in the Qur'an regarding the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who used to say: "...
(? O' my Lord ! advance me in knowledge ", (Sura Taha, No. 20, verse 114

Does the Holy Qur'an not say: " And Allah doth advance in guidance those who seek

guidance...",(Sura Maryam, No.19, verse 19) ? And, again, does it not say: " But to those
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who receive guidance, He increases the light of) Guidance, and bestows on them their

( ? piety and restraint (from evil) (Sura Muhammad, No. 47, verse 17

This explanation makes clear the answer to the question regarding the benediction

which we recite for the Prophet and the sinless Imams (p.b.u.th.) by which we beseech

Allah, in fact, for a higher and better

p:57
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.(. position for them all (p.b.u.th

 : Here are two traditions which make the above idea clearer

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) commenting on the verse 'Guide us (O'Lord) on the

Straight Path', says: " It means: '(O'Lord) continue bestowing Your blessings on us as

You did during the days passed by which we succeeded to obey You, so that we can

,obey You in the future of our lives

(too'.(1

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) has said about the verse: " It means: '(O'Lord) show us the way

which ends in Your love, leads us to Your Paradise, and prevents us from following our

(destructive desires or our own wrong and destroying decisions".(2

'? What is the Straight Path

According to what is understood from the verses of the Holy Qur'an, the 'Straight

Path' is the same as the 'Monotheistic Creed'; the religion of Truth and the belief in the

instructions of Allah, as Sura Al-'An'am, No. 6, verse 161 says: "Say: Verily, my Lord

hath guided me to a way that is straight,- a religion of right, the path (trod) by

!" Abraham the true in faith, and he (certainly) joined not gods with Allah

the belief aspect

Here, 'a religion of right' and 'the theistic path of Abraham (a.s.) as the true faith', in
which he called on no god but Allah, are introduced as the Straight Path'. This shows

.'the belief aspect

the practical aspect

But, Sura Yasin, No. 36, verses 60 and 61 say: " Did I not enjoin on you, O'ye children of

Adam, that ye should not worship Satan; for that he is to you an enemy avowed ?""

And that ye should worship Me, (for that) this is the Straight Way ?" These verses,
here, point to the practical aspects of the 'religion of truth'. They urge us not to
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.commit any Satanic deed or any wrong action

Clinging to Allah, the Qur'an says, is the key to reaching the 'Straight Path': "...
Whoever holds firmly to Allah will be shown a way that is straight", (Sura 'Al-i-Imran,

(. No. 3, verse 101

It is necessary to mention this point, that the Straight
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Path' is always only one way, not more than that, because the shortest distance

.between two points is always only one straight line

Therefore, when the Qur'an says that the Straight Path' is the very true belief in the

Divine religion with its moral and practical aspects, it is because it is the shortest route

to a spiritual connection with Allah

And it is also for this same reason that 'the religion of truth' is not more than one:" The

Religion before Allah is Islam (submission to His Will....", (Sura 'Al-j-Imran, No. 6, verse

(. 153

Later it will be made evident that 'Islam' has a vast meaning which envelops all the

monotheistic religions that were lawful at their own times but were nullified by the

new one. Thus, it clarifies that all different commentaries that commentators have

.cited on the matter, i.e. the Straight Path', refer, indeed, to the same thing

Islam, the Pure Unity, Qur'an, the Prophet, and his vicegerents (p.b.u.th.), are some

explications that commentators have offered for the meaning of the Straight Path'. All

of the stated explications refer to the Divine religion in the aspects of Faith' and

!practice

Also all of the various narrations and traditions cited on the subject in the Islamic

sources, each of which points to a separate dimension of the question, in substance,
:refer to one essence. Some examples are as follows

It is narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who has said: "The "Straight Path'is the

(path of prophets and they are those on whom Allah hath bestowed His Grace".(1

Here are three traditions from Imam Sadiq (a.s.), who, when commenting on this

(verse, said: "It is the 'way' and the 'cognizance' of Imamate ".(2

Again, in another tradition, he (a.s.) says : " By Allah, we (Ahlul-Bait) are the Straight

(Path' ".(3

Another tradition from the same Imam (a.s.) says: "The Straight
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(Path 'is Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.)".(1

Ahmad-ibn-Mohammad-ibn-Ibrahim Al-Tha'labi, a Sunni scholar, has narrated from

Abu-Buraydah Al-Aslami, who was one of the companions of the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), that he said: " The Straight Path is the path of Mohammad and his

(descendants ".(2

This means that their path is based on the doctrine of Islam which consists of the

belief in: 'Oneness of Allah', 'Justice', 'Prophethood', 'Imamate', and the 'Hereafter'.
There is no doubt that the path of Ahlul-Bait (p.b.u.th.) is the Straight Path', and that

adhering to it causes prosperity and salvation, while pursuing other than that leads to

.loss and injury

Ibn-il-Maqazisi has narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who has said: "The

example of my household (Ahlul-Bait) is similar to the Ark of Noah. He who embarked

it was rescued (from drowning and destruction), but, he who refused it drowned (and

(perished)".(3

Other traditions narrated from Ahlul-Bait (p.b.u.th.) also confirm the concept. In

addition, the well-known tradition. Thaqalayn ' from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), is

another good clear witness to the matter, too. It says: " I leave behind me amidst you

two Great things; should you be attached to these two, never, never shall you

(become astray: the Book of Allah (the Holy Quran) and my progeny, my Ahlul-Bait."(4

As was previously stated, it is certain that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Hadrat Ali-ibn-
Abitalib (a.s.) and all of the other infallible Imams (a.s.) invited people to the theistic

religion of Allah, an invitation to Faith and practice in truth, which elevates Man to the

.climax of ability, guidance, dignity, and human excellences

By the way, it should not be neglected that there are two kinds of guidance:Divine

'. Guidance' and 'Religious Guidance

Divine Guidance

Divine Guidance' is the human intelligence bestowed on a person by Allah, which'
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recognizes the difference between: good and bad, right
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and wrong, gain and loss, felicity and wretchedness, virtue and vice, and so on. It is, in
.fact, the inner messenger of a person

Religious Guidance

Religious Guidance means that Allah sends prophets, Divine Books and legislation to

guide Man to all merits of this world and the next, as well as making him aware of the

injuries and damages of the two worlds. Of course, when Man is guided by the above

guidance and acts accordingly, he will be worthy of receiving the blessings of the next

world; this is made possible through the development of the soul by acquiring

knowledge, good habits, and commendable moral qualities in which state he will

certainly attain the happiness of this world and that of the next, together with the

.infinite grace of Allah

Intellect’ is called a 'guide in that it enlightens man as to what is right and what is‘
wrong. The Prophets (p.b.u.th.), Imams (a.s.), and scholars are called 'Guides, too,
because they guide the human race to the salvation and felicity in both worlds. But,
really, Allah is the main Supreme Guide, and these are the means appointed for the

.guidance of Man

****

مهیلع بوضغملا  ریغ  مهیلع  تمعنأ  نیذلا  طارص 

نیلاضلالاو

The path of those upon whom Thou hast bestowed Thy bounties, not (the path) of"

,those inflicted with Thy wrath

." nor (of those) gone astray

Commentary : Verse 7

Two Paths of Deviation

This verse is, indeed, a clear illustration of the Straight Path' which was dealt with in
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the previous verse. It says that the person asks

Allah to guide him onto the path of those on whom He has blessed with many kinds of

bounties; (such as the blessings of guidance, success, the leadership of people of

truth, knowledge, good actions, holy

p:61
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wars and martyrdom); not those who deserved His wrath because of their wrong

doings, nor those who neglected the right path and went astray. "The path of those

upon whom Thou hast bestowed Thy bounties, not (the path) of those inflicted with

." Thy wrath, nor (of those) gone astray

In fact, we are not familiar with the method of guidance, so the Lord's command, in
this verse, is that we ask for the path of the prophets, good doers and all of those to

.whom Allah has extended His bounties, blessings and favours

It also warns us that there are two deviated paths in front of us: the path of those

.inflicted with His wrath, and the path of those gone astray

 : Explanation

'? Who are those upon whom Allah has bestowed His bounties . 1

Sura An-Nisa, No. 4, verse 69 has introduced these people, thus: " All who obey Allah

and the Apostle are in the company of those on whom is the Grace of Allah,- of the

prophets (who teach), the Sincere (lovers of Truth), the Witnesses (who testify), and

 !" the Righteous (who do good): Ah ! What a beautiful Fellowship

As it demonstrates, this verse introduces the people on whom the bounties and Mercy

of Allah are bestowed. They are four groups: the Prophets, the Sincere, the

.Witnesses, and the Righteous

These four states may refer to an idea that: for the attainment of a sound,
progressive and faithful society, prophets and Divine leaders should form the

.foundation

After the prophets are the sincere truthful missionaries and preachers whose words

attest to their actions by which they are able to extend the prophets' missions

.throughout their societies

Following this period of the formation of these structural states, naturally, some evil-
minded individuals, who serve as barriers on the path of truth, may appear in the way.
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There should be some others to stand against them. In this struggle a few of these

defenders of truth may be gifted with martyrdom, whose blood would then water the

.tree of Theism

p:62
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The fruit of these struggles and devotions is yielded as the Righteous' with whom the

.society can be pure, efficient, and abounding with spirituality

Therefore, in the Holy Sura Al-Fatihah (The Opening), we are encouraged to

repeatedly ask Allah, during the day and night, that we be led on the path of these

previously mentioned four groups, and, obviously at each time, we must emphasize

with sincere effort and endeavour, on one of these four states more than the others

.in order to perform our duty and mission well

 ? Who are the Last Two Groups in this Verse . 2

Point

The separation of these two groups from each other indicates that each group has

.some defining characteristics

:To make distinction between these two groups, there are three commentaries

Commentary A

A) From the application of these two words in the Qur'an, it is so understood that

/magdubi 'alayhim/ those inflicted with Lis Wrath' are in a worse condition than /dallin/
those gone astray'. in Owc, words, 'those gone astray' are the ordinary misguided and

/magdubi 'alayhim/ 'those inflicted with His Wrath' are the misguided who are

obstinate or hypocritical. And, for these two very reasons, the Curse and Wrath of

Allah have been cited towards them in frequent occurrences in the Qur'an. The

 : followings are some instances

But such as open their breast to Unbelief, - on them is Wrath from Allah, ...", (Sura "... 
(. An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 106

And that He may punish the Hypocrites, men and women, and Polytheists, men and"

women, who imagine an evil opinion of Allah. On them is a round of Evil; the Wrath of

Allah is on them. He has cursed them and got Hell ready for them: and evil is it for a
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(. destination ", (Sura Al-Fath No. 48, verse 6

However, this group, ie. 'those inflicted with His Wrath were those who, besides their

unbelief, pursued the path of obstinacy and enmity against Allah, and whenever they

could, they even injured the Divine leaders and prophets (p.b.u.th.). As Sura 'Al-1-
'Imran, No. 3, verse 112 says: "...They draw on themselves Wrath from Allah, and

pitched over them is (the tent of destitution. This because they rejected the

p:63
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Signs of Allah, and slew the Prophets in defiance of right; this because they rebelled

". and transgressed beyond bounds

Commentary B

B) Some of the commentators believe that /dallin/ 'those gone astray' refers to the

misguided of the Christians; and /maqdabi 'alayhim/ 'those inflicted with His Wrath'

.refers to the misguided of the Jews

This idea was formed because of the particular responses that these two groups

showed in reply to the invitation to Islam. For, as the Qur'an has clearly pointed out in
different verses, the misguided Jews used to show a special grudge and enmity

against the invitation of Islam, though, at the beginning, their scholars and learned

men were the bearers of the glad tidings of Islam. Very soon, though, under the effect

of deviation of thought, belief and notion, and, also, because their financial gains were

being endangered, they became the most obstinate enemies of Islam and they did

whatever evil they could against the progression of Islam and Muslims. (Even today,
Zionism and Zionists hold the same position regarding the manner in which they treat

.( Islam and Muslims

Therefore, to render these people as 'those inflicted with His Wrath 'seems very

.correct

But, the misguided of the Christians, who upon encountering with Islam were not so

grudging, but were misled because of their misperception of the Divine religion and

therefore refusing the Truth, were rendered into / dallin /' those gone astray. They

believed in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost instead of clinging to true

Monotheism, the worship of Allah. This is, in itself, one of the greatest examples of

'. 'astray' and 'aberration

In the Islamic traditions, too, / magdabi 'alayhim/' those inflicted with His Wrath are

interpreted as the Jews, and / dallin /' those gone astray' as the misguided of the

Christians. The foundation of this interpretation is the same as was mentioned in the
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.above

Commentary C

C) It is also probable that /dallin/ 'those gone astray' refers to those who are

misguided but do not insist on making others go astray, while / maqdabi 'alayhim/'
those inflicted with His Wrath' refer to those who both 'go astray' and ' lead others

.astray'. They try vigorously to change others to become like themselves

The references to this meaning are the verses that introduce the

p:64
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persons who obstruct the way of guidance of others and are mentioned in the Holy

Qur'an as 'those who would hinder (men) from the Path of Allah. Sura Ash-Shura, No.
42. verse 16 says: " But those who dispute concerning Allah after He has been

accepted, - futile is their dispute in the sight of their Lord: on them is Wrath,and for

". them will be Penalty terrible

Other traditions have also been cited concerning the matter, including a narration

from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.). It says: "Everyone who has disbelieved in Allah, on

him is Wrath, and he is astray

(from His Path".(1

In 'Ma'ani', a book of traditions, it is narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: "
Shi'ah (the followers) of Ali (a.s.) are those on whom Allah has bestowed the bounty of

Wilāyat, love of Ali-ibn-Abutalib (a.s.); His Wrath is not on them, and they are not on

(the wrong path".(2

 : Supplication

O'Lord! Count us not among those inflicted with Your Wrath' and 'those gone astray',
(. but consider us among true believers, the followers of the school of Ahlul-Bait (a.s

!O'Lord! Guide us on the Straight Path in our every circumstance and in all our affairs

O'Lord! We thank you for this Divine blessing and say: "Praise belongs to Allah (alone)
Who set us among those holding steadfast to the love of Ali-ibn-Abitalib and the other

.(." immaculate Imams (a.s

The End
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(Sura Al-Fatihah (The Opening

مْیحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Al-Baqarah (The Cow) No. 2

Point

(Verses 286)

Contents of the Sura

Point

This Sura contains 286 verses, rendering it the longest Sura in the Holy Qur'ān. It is

indisputable that this Sura was not revealed all at once, but partially and in increments

as necessitated by the various Islamic social circumstances and conditions found at

different times in Medina. But, the fact is that the inclusiveness of this Sura from the

point of Islamic doctrine in Faith and many practical issues (social, political,
economical, and religious) is not deniable, for, there are various subjects discussed in

 : it, including the followings

various subjects discussed

There are some discussions about Monotheism and gaining knowledge of Allah, . 1
.especially by way of studying the mysteries of creation

There are many statements about the Resurrection and life after death with a few . 2
tangible examples, like the story of Abraham (a.s.) and how the birds became restored

to life, and the

.story of Ezra

There are some facts about the inimitability of the Qur'ān and the significance of . 3
.this Heavenly Book
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There are long discussions and explanations concerning the Jews and hypocrites . 4
and their peculiar positions against Islam and the Qur'ān, evidenced by their various

mischievous hindrances

.against them

There are some narrations about the history of the Great Prophets, including . 5
.Abraham (a.s.) and Moses (a.s.) in particular

There are some passages that contain a few Islamic rules . 6
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related to varying subjects, such as : prayers, fasting, Holy War on the path of Allah,
the pilgrimage to Mecca, the change of the Qiblah (the direction of prayer) from

,Jerusalem to Mecca, marriage and divorce

commerce, debt, and a great many of the ordinances concerning usury. Donation for

the sake of Allah, is abundantly discussed. The problem of retaliation, the banning of

different kinds of forbidden meat, and also gambling and wine drinking are discussed,
in addition to a few other ordinances related to the subjects of writing wills,

.testaments, and the like

The appellation ` Al-Baqarah ' (the Cow), the title of this Sura, is taken from the story

of the Israelites' Cow, mentioned in verses 67 to 73 of this Sura, whose description will

(. be explained later in this very commentary (on pages 208 to 213

 : The Virtue of Studying this Sura

Point

There are some significant traditions and narrations on the virtue of studying this

Sura, cited in Islamic literature, including the followings: The Late Tạbarsī has so cited

in Majma`-ul-Bayān that once the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was asked : " Which Sura of the Qur'ān is the best ? "He (p.b.u.h.)
answered : " Al-Baqarah ". They asked : " Which verse of the Sura (is the best) ? " He

(replied : " 'Āyat-ul-Kursī, the ` Verse of the Throne ', (verse 255)". (1

The superiority of this Holy Sura is, apparently, due to its comprehensiveness, and the

preference of the ` Verse of the Throne ' (verse 255) is because of its special

monotheistic content, which will be dealt with later in this commentary. It is not

contrary to the fact that some other Suras of the Qur'ān are considered superior in

other aspects. All the Suras of the Qur'ān have been considered from different points

of view. Again, it is narrated by Alī-ibn-il-Ḥusayn (a.s.) that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said : "
He who recites the first four verses of Sura Al-Baqarah, the `Verse of Throne' (verse

255) with its next two verses (256,257) together
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with the last three verses of the Sura, will not meet any trouble in himself, in his family

members, and in his wealth; and Satan will not approach him, and he (having paid

(attention to the Qur'ān in his life) will not forget the Qur'ān".(1

.( Also, ` Ubayy-ibn-i-ka`b quotes from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h

thus : " He who recites this Sura (Al-Baqarah) will be encompassed by the bounties of

Allah and His Mercy; and He will reward him as much as that of a person who has

(fought fearlessly on the path of Allah for one year". (2

Then, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) added that Muslims should study this Sura,
know it, and do it accordingly in order to be benefited by the Mercy of Allah in this

.world and the next

Imam Ja`far Sạ̄diq (a.s.) is narrated to have said : " He who recites Al-Baqarah and

'Āl-i-`Imrān, these two Suras will come above his head on the Day of Judgement like

two clouds similar to two umbrellas, (and will protect him from the heat of That Day)
(".(3

Every Virtue Closely Corresponds with the Contents

Here, it is necessary to mention the important fact that those rewards, virtues and

significant compensations that have been cited for studying the Qur'ān or some

special Suras and verses of the Qur'ān never meant that one simply should be

.contented with the fact that one has recited them as invocations

On the contrary, the recitation of the Qur'ān is for understanding, and understanding

.is for contemplation, and contemplation is for action

As a matter of fact, every virtue, which is mentioned for a Sura or a verse,
.corresponds very much with the contents of that Sura or verse

For example, among the virtues of reciting Sura An-Nūr, No. 24, we see that it says

that Allah may protect the person and his children from committing adultery and

.slander when he perseveres in studying it

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 279 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_68_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_68_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_68_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


This consequence is because the contents of Sura An-Nūr contains some important

instructions on resisting sexual deviations; i.e. the instructions advising single persons

to hasten to marriage; the instructions about ` cover ' (hịjāb); the instructions about

refraining from ogling and desirous looks; the instruction that forbids spreading any

p:68
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rumours and accusations about others; and, finally, the instruction on executing the

punishment for fornication and adultery upon any perpetrators : be they men or

.women

It is obvious that when the content of this Sura be observed by the members of a

society or a family, the iniquity of adultery will not appear therein. It is the same

,concerning the verses of Sura Al-Baqarah

mentioned above. They are all related to the subject of Monotheism, belief in ` Qayb '
(the Invisible), knowing Allah, and resisting evil temptations. So, if a person recites

them and observes the instructions in them carefully and from the depths of his soul,
.he will certainly obtain those virtues

It is certainly true, however, that the recitation of the Qur'ān deserves rewards, but,
besides the original and essential rewards given by Allah, its effects on personal

behavior will exist only when this

.recitation is a premise for contemplation and action
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In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Al-Baqarah (The Cow) No. 2

Verses 1-5), Arabic)

مِیحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

ملا  1

نَیقَّتمُْلِل يدًهُ  هِیف  بَْیرَ  بُاتکِْلا لا  کَِلذ   2

نَوقُفِْنُی مْهُانْقزَرَ  امِّم  هَولَّصلا وَ  نَومُیقُی  بِْیغَْلاِب وَ  نَونِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلا   3

نَوُنِقوُی مْهُ   ِ هِرخِلاْاِبوَ کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِْنُا  ام  کَْیَلِا وَ  لَزِْنُا  امِب  نَونِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلاوَ   4

نَوحُِلْفمُْلا  ُ مُه کَِئ  - لوُا مْهِِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  يدًهُ  یلعَ  کَِئ  - لوُا  5

****
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مْیحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

English Translation

(No. 2 (Verses 1-5

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

'." Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M . " ' 1

," This is the (True) Book wherein is no doubt, a guidance to the pious ones . " 2

Who believe in the Unseen and keep up prayer and spend(in charity) of what We . " 3
." have provided them

And who believe in what has been revealed to you (Muhammad), and what has . " 4
been sent down (to other apostles) before you; and of the Hereafter they are

." certain

They are on (true) guidance from their Lord; and they are the ones who are the . " 5
." successful

-م لا

'." Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M " '

Commentary: Verse 1

The Abbreviated Letters of the Qur'ān

At the beginning of 29 Suras of the Holy Qur'ān, there are several certain abbreviated

letters, the Muqatta`āt, which seem separate from each other; i.e. they do not form

an apparently meaningful word, but wherever they occur, in the Qur'ān, the Sura

follows immediately with some expressions about the Qur'ān and its importance. This
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in itself indicates that there is a relation between these letters and the origin of the

 : Qur'ān. As an example, Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verses 1-2 say
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Tạ̄. Sīn. These are verses of the Qur'ān, a Book that makes (things) clear." There are,"
.also, many other examples, similar to this one, in the Qur'ān

The abbreviated letters of the Holy Qur'ān have always been considered mysterious.
In the words of scholars and commentators, the letters that are prefixes to some

Suras, such as 'Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M', and the like, are among the `metaphorical

expressions' of the Qur'ān. They are secrets that none knows except the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and, after him, his successors (a.s.) who have left some traditions and

 : narrations which testify to this very matter

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said : " Every book has an elite and the elite of this Book . 1
((The Qur'ān) is the `abbreviated letters'. "(1

It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said : " 'Alif `A', Lām`L', Mīm `M', are the . 2
letters among the (whole) letters of the ` Exalted Name ' of Allah, which are

separated and scattered in the Qur'ān and whenever the Prophet and the sinless

(Imams (p.b.u.th.) call Allah by that `Exalted Name', their prayer will be accepted."(2

It is narrated from Imam Ali-ibn-il-Ḥusayn (a.s.), thus : " The Quraysh and the Jews . 3
refuted the Qur'ān and said: ` It is mere magic and he has made it by himself '. So,
Allah said: ` 'Alif, Lām, Mīm. This is the (True) Book...', i.e. ` O' Muhammad, this Book

that is sent down to you, is made up of the abbreviated letters and 'Alif, Lām, Mīm are

among them. They are the same as the letters of the alphabet that you (people) use in
(your words. Bring similar to it if you are genuine '." (3

It is narrated from Ibn-Abbas and `Akramah who have said that these letters are . 4
.the `letters of oath', as well as `the Name of Allah', by which He (s.w.t.) has sworn

The reason why Allah has sworn by these letters is, perhaps, for their importance and

greatness through which the Glory and Highness of Allah and the secrets of the world

of creation are stated. All sciences, from the beginning to the end, daily activities and

arrangements of affairs in societies and their communications
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throughout the world, the development of industries, the trading and commercial

activity between people, their marriages, the social laws, regulations, and the

jurisprudence of the religions of human beings, all in all, depend on the letters of the

alphabet. The transmission of ancient civilizations and cultures from old generations

to the later ones has been possible only through transcribing and recording them

essentially with the help of the bounty of alphabets. Even this very commentary book,
which is the statement of the Divine laws and the description of the Qur'ānic concepts,
is being published and distributed throughout the world in different languages

including the English language, because of the existence of the letters of the alphabet.
Furthermore, an oath is usually taken to an important and great subject. These

abbreviated letters have such an importance and greatness. Hence, Allah, the

Exalted, taking an oath to a letter of the alphabet, says : " Nūn. By the Pen and by the

(Record) which (men) write," ( Sura

 (. Al-Qalam, No. 68, verse 1

However, there are more than one hundred other traditions on the abbreviated

letters of the Qur'ān cited by Muslim scholars in many authentic commentary and

tradition books. Another aspect is that some eminent men have said that these letters

refer to the idea that this heavenly Book, with such splendour and reputation that it
stirs wonder in the great speakers, both Arab and non-Arab, and that has made the

men of letters and all others unable to challenge it, is composed of the sort of the very

alphabetical letters that are within the reach of everyone. This fact shows that the

Qur'ān has not been produced by the mind of Man, but it is an absolute revelation and,
therefore, none can produce the like of it. Imam Ali-ibn-Musā-ar-Ridā (a.s.) is

narrated to have said in a tradition : " Verily, Allah has sent down this Qur'ān narrated

by the very letters that all Arabs apply ordinarily ". And, thus, Allah, Glory be to Him

and Highly Exalted is He, says : " Say,`If the whole of mankind and Jinns were to

gather together to produce the like of this Qur'ān, they could not produce the like

thereof, even if they backed up each other with help and

(. support ", (Sura Al-Asrā' , No. 17, verse 88
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****

نَیقَّتمُْلِل يدًهُ  هِیف  بَْیرَ  بُاتکِْلا لا  کَِلذ 

This is the (True) Book wherein is no doubt, a guidance " 

," to the pious ones

Commentary : Verse 2

Following the abbreviated letters, the Sura, referring to the importance of this

 : heavenly Book, says

This is the (True) Book wherein is no doubt, ..." This meaning may point to the idea " 
that Allah promised His prophet (p.b.u.h.) to send down to him a Book for the guidance

of men and now it was done. For, it is a Book wherein is a source of guidance for all

truth-seekers, and, these believers, in fact, have no doubt in it. The Qur'ān says that

there is no doubt in this Book, and this statement is not a mere claim. It means that

the content of the Qur'ān has such a style that it, in itself, attests to the authenticity of

itself. In other words, the signs of truthfulness, greatness, and firmness together with

the depth and synthesis of meanings, the sweetness and elegancy of the words and

its stylistic form found in the statements are so evident that no doubt or temptation

can interfere and every truth-seeker reaches the limits of certitude. It is interesting

that over the course of time not only the freshness of the Holy Qur'ān does not

decrease, but, with the progress of science and the secrets of created things being

uncovered, the facts of the Holy Qur'ān become more manifest. As the international

standards of development, science, and industry are raised, the luminosity and

.resplendence of these verses become more evident

This is not only a claim but it is a reality that will be dealt with in this very commentary

.book, Allah-Willing
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 : Explanation

 ? What is Guidance . 1

Point

The term ` guidance ' is utilized in many occurrences in the Qur'ān. In all these cases

the root meaning of the word refers to two main guidances : Divine Guidance and

.Religious Guidance

Divine Guidance

Point

A) Divine Guidance is the guidance that exists in all creatures of the world. (In other

words, `Divine Guidance' means the leadership of Allah upon creatures under the

regulation of creation governed by some definite laws and secrets of the world of

existen

Characteristics of Two Groups Who Lack in Faith

It can also be said that those who are in lack of Faith are characterized in two groups.
The members of the first group are those who generally seek for the truth and hold

.enough piety in their souls so that wherever they confront the truth they accept it

The second group are some obstinate, fanatical, lustful people that not only do not

seek for the truth but wherever they find it, they try to blow out its light. It is certain

that the Qur'ān, or any other heavenly Book, has always been beneficial for the first

group, but the second group does not take any advantage from it. Hence, the Qur'ān

says : " And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is healing and a
mercy unto the believers, but it adds not to the unjust but perdition ", (Sura Al-Asrā',

(. No. 17, verse 82

However, it is a fact that saline soil does not grow flowers such as hyacinth though it
rains a thousand times on it. But, if the land is ploughed, fertilized and prepared for
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.planting, the life-giving droplets of rain will be useful for it

The land of the self of man is similar to this parable. It should be empty of obstinacy

and enmity, otherwise, the seed of guidance will not grow in it. So, Allah qualifies the

". Qur'ān as: "(The Qur'ān is) a guidance to the pious ones

p:75

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 291 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Religious Guidance

B) ` Religious Guidance ' is introduced by prophets and Divine Books. It is through

their teaching and training that men can progress on the path of development. The

references to this fact are found abundantly in the Holy Qur'ān, including the verse

that says : " And We made them Leaders guiding (men) by Our Command...", (Sura Al-
(. Anbiyā, No. 21, verse 73

****

 ? Why is Guidance Particular to the Pious Ones

Why is Guidance Particular to the Pious Ones ? It is certain that the Qur'ān was sent . 2
down for the guidance of all human beings. So, the question is that why the guidance

'. is introduced as particular to the `pious ones

The reason is that it is impossible for Man to take benefit from the guidance of the

Divine Books unless he attains some degrees of submission and kindles the light of

.piety in his self

Piety in Lexicon and Religion

The term / taqwā /, philologically, is derived from / wiqāyah / ` to protect from what

harms '. Allah, the Exalted, says : "... save yourselves and your families from a fire...",
(Sura At-Tahṛīm, No. 66, verse 6). Then, piety, in this sense, is ` the protection of

'. oneself from what one fears

And, in religion, the pious are ` people who preserve their selves from what harms

 '. them in the Hereafter

The Stages of Piety

First Stage

.There are some stages of piety
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The first stage is to avoid and restrain from committing sins and wrong doings; as it is
narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that none reaches (this stage of) piety unless

(he avoids unlawful things. (1

In a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h), deeds of people are divided into three kinds :
1) Those that are clearly lawful, whose

p:76
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lawfulness is vividly apparent. 2) Those that are clearly unlawful, whose unlawfulness

is certain. 3) Some dubious things that are situated between these two. They are

lawful but resemble the unlawful. The person who avoids even the dubious things will

(never approach the unlawful ones.(1

Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s) is narrated to have said : "A pious person is he

whose deeds would not include anything shameful if they are put in a tray and

(displayed it around the world (to show them) ". (2

Second Stage

The second stage of piety is the full obedience to what is revealed to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). Thus, piety consists of performing obligatory things (Wājibāt) and avoiding

.the unlawful things

Third Stage

The third stage of piety is to rid the heart and soul of everything save Allah. In this

sense, a pious person is one who strains out from his wishes, those that are not

pleasing to Allah, and relies not on individuals but on Him only; viz, he forsakes from

hoping in every other being and hopes only in Him; he focuses his view on observing

the Beauty and Glory of His Lordship. This is real piety; so the Qur'ān says: " O' you

who believe! Be careful of (your duty to) Allah with the care which is due to Him...",
(. (Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 102

****
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نَوقُفِْنُی مْهُا  - نْقزَرَ -ا  مِّم هَولَّصلا وَ  نَومُیقُی  بِْیغَْلاِب وَ  نَونِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلا 

Who believe in the Unseen and keep up prayer and spend " 

." in charity) of what We have provided them)

Commentary : Verse 3

The Effects of Piety on Man's Spirit and Body

Regarding the Faith and practices in Islam, the Qur'ān, at the beginning of this Sura,
 : divides people into three different categories

.The pious ones (Muttaqīn), who accept Islam in all aspects . 1

Unbelievers, who are in the exact opposite state as compared to the first group. . 2
They confess their infidelity and do not refrain from expressing hatred and acting

.hostilely against Islam

The hypocrites, who portray contradictory features. They show themselves . 3
Muslims when they are with Muslims, but they behave hostilely towards Muslims

when they are with the enemies of Islam. Their main fundamental features are, in

.fact, the very infidelity of theirs, but they simulate affection for Islam, too

Undoubtedly, the harm of this group, for Islam, is greater than the second group.
Hence, the Qur'ān, concerning them, is more severe. This quality, of course, is found

not only in Islam but also in all ideological schools of the world. Their members are

either faithful to the doctrine of that school, or are clearly opposed to it, or they are

conservative hypocrites. Furthermore, this proposition does not refer only to a

.specific time, it has always existed in all ages of the human world

The Pious Ones, the First Group

Point

The verses under discussion deal with the first group. These verses explain the
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special characteristics of the pious ones from the point of view of Faith and practice in
five matters: Faith in the Unseen, establishment of prayer, spending in charity from all

of the divine merits they possess, belief in the invitation of all prophets, and Faith in
the

p:78
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.Resurrection Day

 : Faith in the Unseen . 1

...". At first, the verse describes the pious ones as those : " Who believe in the Unseen

The world of the Unseen ' and ` the world of the senses ' are two concepts opposite ` 
each other. ` The world of the senses ' is the visible and physical world, while ` the

world of the Unseen ' is a world beyond our senses. Therefore, the term /qayb/ is used

` for that which is concealed from us '. The Qur'ān says : "...the Knower of the unseen

,and the seen; He is the Beneficent, the Merciful", (Sura Al-Ḥashr, No. 59

(. verse 22

Faith in the Unseen ' is just the first characteristic that separates the believers from ` 
unbelievers. Thus, the believers in heavenly religions contrast with the deniers of God,
revelation, and Resurrection. It is for this very reason that ` Faith in the Unseen ' has

'. been mentioned as the first characteristic of `the pious ones

The believers have cleft the limits of the world of `materiality' and freed themselves

from their restrictions. They have stepped into a quite vast open world and, with this

broad scope of view that they have obtained, they have connected themselves with

the realm of an extraordinary, bigger, and greater world. But, the contrary group

insists on confining Man, as an animal, inside the walls of the world of materialism.
They call this retrogression, which is a kind of life filled with lusts and excessive

luxuries, an advanced civilized life. Comparing the concepts and doctrines of these

two groups, we conclude that the `pious ones' believe in `the Unseen', a world very

much wider and bigger than what can be seen or touched with the external senses in
the world of existence. The Creator of this universe is Omniscient and Omnipotent,
Who has infinite Glory and Insight. He is Eternal and has no end. He has planned the

.world in a good, regular, and precise design

In the world of believing men, the spirit of Man has produced a great distance

between humans and animals. For them, death does not mean an end. On the
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contrary, it is one of the stages of progression
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towards man's development. Death is an opening to a broader and greater world.
Whereas, a materialist believes that the world of being is restricted to what we can

see. He says that natural science has proved that the rules of nature are a chain of

obligatory rules by which, without any designs or special programs, this world has

been fashioned. They believe productive power of the world has no intellect even as

little as that of a child. And, Man is a part of nature, i.e., when he dies everything ends.
His corpse is decomposed in a few days and joins with nature again as a natural

component. They conclude that there is no life after death for Man, and there is no

.difference between Man and animal

Are these two people with these two different methods of thinking comparable with

 ? each other ? Are their actions and behaviours in the society the same

The first one cannot ignore that which is right, just and benevolent, and helping other

fellow members. But the second does not see any reason for any of these matters. He

cares for only what is effective and beneficial in his physical life at present or in the

future. That is why that, in the lives of truthful believing people, there is purity,
brotherhood, mutual understanding, and cooperation; while in the lives governed by

materialism, colonialism, exploitation, plunder and murder are seen. Therefore, the

Holy Qur'ān, in the above mentioned verses, considers ` Faith in the Unseen ' the first

.stage of piety

Opinions are divided among the commentators as to whether Faith in the Unseen,
here, points to Faith in Monotheism, or to a vast meaning that covers Faith in the

world of revelation, Resurrection, angels and, in general, what is beyond the external

.senses

We already pointed out that Faith in ` the world of beyond the external senses ' is the

first phase of separation of the believers from unbelievers. This makes it clear that

the term ` Unseen ', here, contains the same vast meaning as the term that was

pointed out. Moreover, the application of the word in this verse is absolute and

unrestricted. There is nothing included in the verse that would confine its meaning to

.a specific one
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In some traditions from Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) (1) , the term ` Unseen ', in the verse under

discussion, is rendered to the `12th Imam (a.s.)', who, as we believe,is alive right now

but is concealed from the eyes of people. This idea does not contrast with what was

said in the above, because it is one of the aspects of ` Unseen ', too. And, in other

words, ` Unseen ' is something which is not possible to be seen or heard by our

external senses, such as sight or hearing or things outside the grasp of our other

senses. The Existence of Allah is apparently hidden because of the limit of our

external senses. The Hereafter, the status of the next world, is concealed from our

eyes. In this gloomy time in which we live, the presence of prophets and our sinless

Imams (p.b.u.th.) are necessary for us, but, even our Expected Imam (a.s.) whom we

need to be our guide out in front of us, whose light of mastership, which would help us

follow along this dim, murky, dangerous road that lies before us upon which we must

travel until we reach the sound abode of ours, is absent from us. Apparently, he is out

of our reach. Though, he, the esteemed one (a.s.), is never heedless of his true

followers and he is always aware of their circumstances. (There will be a more

comprehensive discussion concerning the ` 12th Imam (a.s.) ' later in the

.( commentary

This statement shows that at this time, which is the worst of the ages, how high the

position of the persons with complete Faith is! And, as it is narrated, there is reason

for the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say about them : " How much I am eager to see my

(brothers (who will come to being) in `the end of time'! ". (2

We may consider that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), with such high rank and glory, has

expressed his eagerness for seeing the true believers of this time, and has introduced

'. them as his `brothers

 : Relationship with Allah . 2

Point

Another speciality of the `pious ones' mentioned in the Qur'ān is their prayers. Prayer,
which is the key to communion with Allah, holds the
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believers in permanent and perpetual contact with that great Origin of Creation. They

have found the way to the world beyond this world, viz, the world of the supernatural.
They bow only to Allah and submit only to the Great Creator of the World of Being.
That is why there is no place for submission or surrender to any tyrants and

.oppressors in their agenda

Such a human feels that he has been promoted to a situation higher than that of all

other creatures for that he has the honour of standing in front of Allah and is worthy

.of speaking directly with Him. This status is the greatest factor necessary for training

The person who, with his whole heart and mind, stands in front of Allah, at least five

times a day, and sincerely utters invocation, his thoughts, his actions and his speech

altogether will become divine. How is it possible that a person like that could do

 ? anything against Allah's pleasure

The Excellence and Importance of Prayer

Prayer is the pillar of Faith, the means of attaining nearness to Allah, the expression of

obedience to Him, the thanksgiving for His infinite Mercy, the imitation of the

examples of the holy Prophet and immaculate Imams (p.b.u.th.), the strong link

between a person and Allah, and the constant means of seeking and receiving His

Guidance and Assistance and avoiding errors and evil. Prayer is the only way in which

faith, that lives in the heart, can be made manifest in our actions, and can ensure

admission to the realm of everlasting happiness in our life in this world as well as the

.life in the next world

There are many verses in the Holy Qur'ān and plenty of traditions in Islamic literature

on the importance and virtue of prayer. Intellectual and religious considerations

.approve its excellence, too

words of the Late Ṣāḥib Jawāhir

Here, we narrate the words of the Late Sạ̄hịb Jawāhir cited in ` Jawāhir-ul-Kalām ',
vol. 7, page 1. The words and ideas are based on the contents of the verses of the

 : Qur'ān and some authentic traditions
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Prayer is an action that prevents the performance of hideous indecent deeds. This " 
status causes the Fire of Hell to extinguish, and any pure believer to be linked with

,Allah by which he can make, spiritually
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progress. Just as the water of a stream washes away dirt from the body, prayer

washes away the sins of believers; and, its repetition five times a day is similar to

washing the body in that stream repeatedly. Allah told Jesus (a.s.), and other prophets

(p.b.u.th.) as well, to pray throughout their lives ". " However, prayer is the basis of

Islam and it is the best deed and the best subject (which is legislated by the religion).
It is the standard and criterion of other deeds of people. Thus, when a person has

performed the prayer completely, the reward of all other of his deeds is complete,
because all of his good deeds are accepted. Therefore, prayer, comparing with other

religious practices, even the religion itself, is considered as a pillar similar to the

central pole of a tent. For this reason the first deed of a mortal, which will be

questioned about in the next life and will be discussed, is `prayer'. If prayer is

accepted from a person, other (good) deeds of his lifetime will be evaluated and

accepted from him. But, if it is refused, his other deeds will not be looked at and will be

refused and returned to him. So, regarding this, it is not surprising if an abandoner of

prayer is called an ` unbeliever '. Yes, it is certainly so when the reason of its

abandonment is especially for the scorning of the religion. Prayer is something that

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) did not know anything better or higher and more beloved than that

with Allah. Even, he (a.s.) has said that these five daily canonical prayers are

obligatory. He who establishes them and observes them at their proper times, will

meet Allah on the Judgement Day, and He holds a covenant stating that because of

this he will enter Paradise. But, he who does not keep up these obligatory prayers and

does not observe them at their proper times, then, it will be up to Allah whether to

forgive him or to punish him. And, the obligatory prayer is better than twenty Hajj-
performances, each of which is better than a room full of gold that would completely

be paid as donation in the way of Allah. Or, the obligatory prayer is better than one

thousand Hajj-performances, every one of them being better than the whole world

with all its contents. Verily, obedience to Allah is service to Him on the earth, and no

service is comparable with prayer. That was why the angels called Zachariah (a.s.)
while he was praying in his sanctuary. When a person is preparing for saying prayer,
the Divine favours come down from heaven to him on the earth and some angels

surround him. An angel proclaims that if this prayerful believer knew what existed in
the prayer, he
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 ..." would never neglect it
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Ḥadrat Ridā, the 8th holy Imam (a.s.), wrote as an answer to the problems of " 
Muhammad-ibn-Sanān that the reason of (the importance of) prayer is that it is the

confession to the Lordship of Allah, Almighty and Glorious, and lack of attributing

partners to Him. Prayer means to stand in front of the Almighty, Glory be to His

,Majesty, in a manner of humility

abasement and wretchness and to seek forgiveness for the sins committed. In

prayer, a servant puts his head down on the soil several times a day in order to glorify

Allah, Almighty and Glorious, and to furnish His remembrance all the time. To stand in
the presence of Allah in prayer, causes a believing person to avoid evils, and it hinders

(him from all kinds of sin and corruption."(1

****

 : Relationship with People . 3

Besides the constant communion with Allah, the pious ones have a close and

permanent relationship with people, the creatures of Allah. For this very reason, the

Holy Qur'ān introduces their third characteristic in this verse as thus : "(They) spend

". (in charity) of what We have provided them

It is noteworthy that the Qur'ān does not say that ` They spend (in charity) of what

they have ', but it says : `of what We have provided them'. In this manner, it

generalizes the subject of `charity' so broadly that it includes all the material and

.spiritual gifts of Allah

Therefore, the pious ones are those who donate not only from their material bounties

but also from their spiritual gifts such as knowledge, science, intellect, physical power,
or social abilities, and, in short, from all they have in their own possession. They

donate from their own capital to those who are in need of them, and, in the meantime,
.they do not expect any recompense from them

Another point is that the regulation of donation is a general regularity in the world of

creation and, also, in the bodily system of every living creature. The heart of a man

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 307 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_84_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


does not beat for itself alone but it donates of whatever it has to all of the cells. The

brain and the

p:84
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lungs, as well as other organs of the body, continually donate the vital results of their

active functions. And, generally speaking, social life with the lack of donation is

.meaningless

Sincere coherence with human beings is, in fact, coherence and attachment to Allah. A
person who is attached to Allah, and knows that all bounties and sustenance proceed

from Him, not from himself, will not be displeased with giving charity but will be happy

to donate His gifts to His servants on His way, and, as a consequence, he gains the

physical and spiritual merits for doing it for himself. (For the importance of charity and

its effects, refer to later explanations concerning Sura

Al-Baqarah, No.2, verses 261-274 ). At any rate, this kind of thinking purifies the soul of

man from miserliness and envy. It changes the world of ` struggle for existence ' to

the world of ` humanity and civilization ', a world in which everybody bonds himself to

sharing his bounties with all the needy in his environment and, like the sun, gives light

.to his surroundings without expecting any favor in return or recompense

It is notable that on the meaning of the phrase : "(They) spend (in charity) of what We

have provided them", a tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) says : " It means that they

share (and teach to those who need) the knowledge and science Allah has taught

(them." (1

It is obvious that this statement does not mean that donation is specific to knowledge

but, since when speaking about charity almost all the attention is usually turned to

monetary donations, Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.), by mentioning this kind of spiritual donation,
'. wanted to clarify the broadness of the meaning of `donation

So therefore, this idea makes it very clear that the word `charity', referred to in the

verse under discussion, is not restricted to the ` obligatory alms giving ' (Zakāt), but

refers to alms in general, irrespective of obligatory or recommended ones; therefore,
.it has a vast meaning which includes any kind of help given gratuitously
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نَوُنِقوُی مْهُ   ِ هِرخِلاْاِبوَ کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِْنُا  آم  کَْیَلِا وَ  لَزِْنُا  آمِب  نَونِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلاوَ 

(, And who believe in what has been revealed to you (Muhammad " 

and what has been sent down (to other apostles) before

." you; and of the Hereafter they are certain

Commentary : Verse 4

Belief in Divine Revelations

Another characteristic of the pious ones is belief in all of the prophets and the Divine

designs. The Qur'ān says that they are those who believe in what has been revealed

to Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) (i.e. the Qur'ān) and what has been sent down (to

other apostles preceding him like the Turah, the Evangel, the Psalms of David and the

(. rest of the Divine Books

Therefore, not only they do not feel that there is any difference in the basis of the

invitation of prophets, but they know all prophets to be similar truthful teachers and

trainers who came, one after another, in this great school of the world of human

beings to persuade people to pave the path of their development. Further, the pious

ones not only do not consider the Divine religions the cause of dispersion and

hypocrisy, but, regarding their fundamental unity, recognize them as a means of

.relation and sincere communication among nations

Those who have this sort of concept and this point of view would cleanse their souls

and minds from the dirt of obstinacy, and believe in all that the prophets of Allah have

brought forth for the guidance and development of the human race. They would

'. respect all the `guides' of the path of `Monotheism

Belief in the instructions of the prophets of the past (a.s.), of course, does not mean

that they do not adapt their thoughts and deeds to the religion of the last prophet

(p.b.u.h.), which is the last and completing link of the series of religions. If they do

.anything other than that, they, in fact, regress on their path towards development
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Faith in the Resurrection is an epithet which is mentioned as the
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last quality in this series of qualities for the pious ones. (1) It says : "... and of the

 ". Hereafter they are certain

In the phrase /wa bil 'āxirati hum yūqinūn/ the word /yaqīn/ is the state of conviction

and certainty reached through accepting undoubtable evidence or unquestionable

proof in /muttaqīn/. One of the epithets of `the pious ones', / muttaqīn /, is having an

unshakably firm conviction and certainty that the ultimate purpose of life here lies in
.the realm beyond it, in the direction towards the Absolute

They are sure that Man is not created uselessly and purposelessly. The creation has

defined a route for him which will never end with death, for, if everything came to a
completion in this world, all of these statements and tremendous activities and

movements in the universe would certainly be in vain if it was meant only for a brief

.temporary life

He accepts that the Absolute Justice of Allah is waiting for all humankind and it is not

so that our deeds in this world will be disregarded without having any reckoning and

.compensation

This belief provides him with ease and tranquility. The stresses resulting from the

fulfilment of responsibilities not only do not hurt him, but on the contrary he receives

them willingly. He stands firmly in front of misfortunes. He does not resign to any

unjust matter. He is sure that even the smallest action, good or evil, will be

compensated; and, after death, he will be transferred to a more comprehensive

world where no cruelty or oppression exists. But he will meet the infinite favour and

.Mercy of Allah, the Just

Certainty of thr Hereafter

Belief in the Hereafter means cleaving the binding walls of materialism and reaching a
happy realm, better and higher than that. The present world is like a school wherein

Man should best prepare himself for the coming world. The present life is not the final

.goal but it is a preparation for the next life which will be eternal

This Life Likened to the Prenatal Period of Feoetus
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This Life Likened to the Prenatal Period of Feoetus

The life in this world is also similar to the prenatal period of a

p:87

True Faith is, indeed, accompanied with /yaqin/'certainty'. This status in a person  1 - 1
may be defined from different scopes of view. The most important one of them is

'certainty of knowledge', which has been described as having three stages. More

.details are given on page 208, vol. 2, the current commentary
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foetus in the mother's womb. This period is not the purpose of the creation of man, of

course, but it is an evolutional stage for the next period of life. Yet, if this foetus does

not finish its course safely and without any defects or harm until the baby is born, it
.will not be happy and prosperous in its next life

Profound Effect of Belief in the Hereafter

Belief in the Hereafter brings a profound effect in the behaviour of human beings. It

gives them courage and bravery, because, `martyrdom' in the way of a Divine holy

purpose, which is life's climax of honour and pride in this world, is the most beloved

thing to a believing person. Since, to him, martyrdom is the beginning of an eternal

.and everlasting life

Belief in the Hereafter controls man against sins. In other words, our sins have a

reverse ratio with our Faith in Allah and the Hereafter. The more that Faith is firm and

.decisive, the less the amount of sin is

One reference is the words of Allah where He commands David (a.s) : "... and do not

follow desire, lest it should lead you astray from the path of Allah: (as for) those who

go astray from the path of Allah, they shall surely have a severe punishment because

(. they forgot the Day of Reckoning ", (Sura Sạ̄d, No. 38, verse 26

Yes, this forgetfulness of the `Day of Reckoning' in man is the origin of the kinds of

disobedience, cruelty, and corruption which are the total source of grievous

.punishment

*****

p:88
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نَوحُِلْفمُْلا  ُ مُه کَِئ  - لوُا -مْ وَ  هِِّبرَ يدً مِ-نْ  -ي هُ- لعَ -ئِ-كَ  لوُا

They are on (true) guidance from their Lord; and they are " 

." the ones who are the successful

Commentary : Verse 5

Both guidance and success guaranteed to the pious ones by Allah

The last verse in the verses under discussion refers to the fruit and the destination of

 : the pious ones who have acquired the above five attributes. It says

They are on (true) guidance from their Lord; and they are the ones who are the " 
." successful

In fact, both their guidance and their successfulness are guaranteed by Allah. So, it

can be said that the only path towards felicity and salvation is the path of this group

who, with these five special attributes, have received the guidance of Allah. The

reason for the restriction, / 'ulā'ika / the pious ones only , is clear in that His guidance is
always universal but only the people with such characteristics

who have chosen His narrow path, and none else, can be benefited by it, and will be

.successful in their life-journey in this world and the next

It is worthy to note that the term / hidāyat / ` guidance ', as was stated before, has a
vast meaning including many kinds of guidance, all of which originate from Him alone,
such as : Divine Guidance, Religious Guidance, and Natural Guidance. Some details

about ` guidance ' were discussed when commenting on verse 6 from Sura Al-
(Fātihạh.(1

p:89

For further explanation about 'guidance' review pages 55-61 in this very 1 - 1
commentary book. * By the way, imitating the style in Sura Al-Fatihah, these five

beginning verses of the Sura, which were mentioned as a group at first, are
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exceptionally repeated again one by one both in Arabic and English when commenting

on each of them. The cause of this repetition was the length of their descriptions. But

.from here on, only the English translations and the descriptions will be mentioned
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نَو - نُِمؤُْی -مْ لا  هُرْذِْنُت مَْل  مْاَ  -مْ  هُتَرْذَْناَءَ -مْ  هِْیلَعَ ءٌاو  اورُ سَ- - فَکَ -نَ  يذَّلا َّنِا   6

-مٌ یظعَ بٌاذ  -مْ عَ- هَُلوَ هٌوَا  - شغِ مْهِرِاصْباَ  -ي  لعَ -مْ وَ  هِعِمْسَ -ي  لعَ -مْ وَ  هِِبوُلُق -ي  لعَ هُّللا  مَتَخَ   7

Surely, (as for) those who reject Faith, it is the same to them . " 6

whether you have warned them or have not warned

." them, they will not believe

,Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing . " 7

and over their eyes is a covering, and there awaits

." them a great punishment

Commentary : Vesre 6-7

Disbelievers, the Second Group

Point

The followers of this group are just the opposite of `the pious

ones'. Their characteristics are concisely expressed in the above two

 : verses. In the first verse, it says

Surely, (as for) those who reject Faith, it is the same to them " 

whether you have warned them or have not warned

." them, they will not believe

The first group, i.e., the pious ones, in all aspects and with all of their talents and

.faculties, are thoroughly ready to accept the truth and follow it when they receive it

But this group, i.e. disbelievers, insist on their aberration so rigorously that they do not
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agree to show any inclination towards the truth even when it becomes completely

clear to them. The Qur'ān, which is a guide for the pious ones, is totally noneffective

for this group. It makes no difference to them whether you describe for them or not,
warn them or not, give good tidings to them or not. In principle, they are not spiritually

.ready to follow the ` right path ' or submit to it

p:90
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The second verse refers to the reason behind the existence of this bigotry and

stubbornness. It indicates that they have sunk into impiety, infidelity, and enmity so

 : deeply that they have lost their power of distinction. It says

Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing, and over their eyes is a " 
, ...". covering

And for that reason, a great penalty is appropriate for them as the consequence of

their deeds, and they deserve it. As Allah warns: "... and there awaits them a great

 ." punishment

Thus, the eyes by which the pious ones see the signs of Allah, the ears through which

they hear the words of right, and the hearts (and minds) wherein they conceive

realities, are of no avail to the second group. They have minds, eyes, and ears but,
when it comes to realities, they are not able to understand, to see, or to hear, indeed,
because their disgraceful actions, their stubbornness, and their enmity, like curtains,

.have covered over these means of acknowledgement

It is certain that man is worthy of being guided before he reaches this state, even if he

is rather astray. But when he loses his sense of distinction, there will not be any way

for him to attain felicity, because he does not have the means of acknowledgement.
So, it is natural that `the great punishment awaits him'. This case is like the situation

of a lazy student who, by his own mischoice, does not strive to study hard enough and

.consequently becomes involved in the torment of ignorance and lack of certification

The important fact is that one should be careful of sins, and when he commits one, he

should repent soon and wipe it out with doing good deeds, lest the sin will remain as a
fast colour stain on his heart, that which would seal the heart (with sin). The turning of

the mind and the heart from the ` real ' towards the `unreal', when it gets rigid is

'. termed in the Holy Qur'ān as `sealing

A tradition from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) says : " There is not a believing servant but there is
a white bright site on his heart. When he commits a sin, there appears a black dot in
that site. If he repents, the black dot will disappear. But if he continues committing
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sins, that black dot enlarges until it covers the white bright site completely. When this

site is covered (with blackness) the holder of this heart will never return back to doing

good

p:91
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deeds. This is the meaning of the words of Allah, Almighty and Glorious, when He says

: ` Nay! Rather what they used to do has put rust upon their hearts '.", (Sura

(Mutaffifīn, No 83, verse 14). (1

Infidelity and its Meaning

Point

Philologically, the term /kufr/ means `to cover, to conceal'. In religion it means : `to

deny the Grace or the Existence of Allah, His prophet, the prophecies of the apostles,
and the Resurrection'. He who denies these principles of the religion, even only one of

them, according to the consensus of Muslims, is out of the Circle of Islam and

.becomes counted among the disbelievers

'Infidelity, `the corrupt tree

Anyhow, infidelity is `the corrupt tree' whose root is false ideas, its trunk is

immorality, its branches and leaves are sins and vices, and its fruit is disgrace in this

world and punishment in the coming world. But Faith is `the good tree' whose root is
true conviction, its trunk is fair virtues, its branches and leaves are good deeds, and its

fruit is the happiness and prosperity in this world and the next world which, itself, is
.eternal salvation

'Faith, 'the Good Tree

Sura 'Ibrāhīm, No 14, verses 24-26 say : " Have you not considered how Allah sets forth

a parable of a goodly word (being) like a goodly tree, whose root is firm and whose

branches are in heaven," "Yielding its fruit in every season by the leave of its Lord ?
And Allah sets forth parables for men that they may receive admonition ". " And the

parable of an evil word is as an evil tree pulled up from the surface of the earth, it has

 ". no stability

p:92

Usul-i-Kafi, vol.2, p.209, Tradition 20 1 - 1
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Verses 8-16; Arabic

(Sura Al-Baqarah No. 2 (Verses 8-16

-نَ ینِمؤْ - مُِب -مْ  هُا - موَ رِخِلاْا  مِوْیَْلاِبوَ  هِّللاِب  اّنمَا  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  سِاّنلا   َ نَموَ  8

نورُعُشْیَ اموَ  مْهُسَفُْناَ  لاِّا  نَوُعدَخْیَ  اموَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلاوَ  هَّللا  نَوعُدِاخُی   9

نَو -ُ بذِکْیَ او  -ُ ناک امِب  مٌیلاَ  بٌاذعَ  مْهَُلوَ  ً-ا  ضرَمَ هُّللا  مُهُدَازفَ  ضٌرَمَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یف   10

نَوُحِلصُْم نُحَْن  -ا  مَّنِا او  -ُ لاق ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  اودُسِْفُت  مْهَُل لا  لَیق  اذِاوَ   11

نَورُعُشْیَ نْکِلوَ لا  نَودُسِْفمُْلا  مُهُ  مْهَُّنِا  لااَ   12

نَومُلَْعیَ نْکِ لا  - لوَ ءُاهفَُّسلا  مُهُ  مْهَُّنِا  لااَ  ءُاهفَُّسلا  نَمَا  امکَ  نُِمؤُْناَ  او  -ُ لاق سُاّنلا  نَمَا  امکَ  اوُنِما  مْهَُل  لَیق  اذِاوَ   13

نَؤُزِهْتَسُْم نُحَْن  امَّنِا  مْکُعَمَ  اّنِا  او  -ُ لاق مْهِِنیطایشَ  یلِا  اوْلَخَ  اذِاوَ  اّنمَا  او  -ُ لاق اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلااوقَُل  اذِاوَ   14

نَوهُمَْعیَ مْهِِنایْغطُ  یف  مْهُُّدمُیَوَ  مْهِِب  ئُزِهْتَسْیَ  هُّللاَ   15

نَیدتَهُْم اوُناک  اموَ  مْهُُترَاجِّت  تْحَِبرَ  امفَ  يد  - هُْلاِب -هَ  لَلا - َّضلا اوُرَ  - تَشْا -نَ  يذَّلا -ئِ-كَ  لوُا  16
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English Translation

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

(No. 2 (Verses 8-16

And of people there are some who say : ` We believe in Allah and the Last Day', . " 8
." but they do not really believe

They seek to deceive Allah and those who have Faith, but they deceive none save . " 9
." themselves, and they are not aware

In their hearts is a disease, so Allah has increased their disease and there awaits . " 10
." them a painful punishment for that they were lying

And when it is said to them : `Do not make corruption in the earth', they say : . " 11
'." `Verily, we are only reformers

." Indeed, they themselves are the corruptors, but they are not aware . " 12

And when it is said to them : `Believe as the people believe', they say : `Shall we . " 13
believe as the fools believe ?' Beware! Truly, they themselves are the fools, but they

." do not know

And when they meet those who believe, they say : ` We believe (in what you . " 14
 : believe)', but when they are alone with their evil ones, they say

'." Verily, we are with you; we were only mocking`

Allah shall pay them back for their mockery, and He leaves them alone in their . " 15
." inordinacy, blindly wandering on

These are they who have bought error (in exchange) for guidance, hence their . " 16
(." transaction yields them no profit, nor are they guided (aright

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 324 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p:94

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 325 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Commentary : Verses 8-16

Hypocrites, the Third Group

Point

The above verses state a short but very expressive explanation on `hypocrites' and

.their spiritual specialties and characteristics illustrated by their actions

Attention should be attracted to the fact that : In a special period of its sensitive

historical course, Islam was faced with a specific group among the whole of the

people, who neither had the courage to truly accept the invitation of Islam, nor had

.the power and boldness to openly oppose it

This third group, whom the Qur'ān calls, in Arabic terminology, /munāfiqūn/
`hypocrites', are also termed the two-faced ones. They penetrate in the rows of true

Muslim communities and become a great danger for Islam and Muslims. It is usually

difficult for the faithful believers to recognize them, because they appear in the

society with the same manner as other Muslims do. But the Qur'ān yields some clear

exact signs and specialties about them which identify their hidden routines

everywhere and in all centuries. These particular qualifications can provide good

criteria for the real Muslims to recognize them. At the beginning, it gives an illustration

 : of hypocrisy itself, saying

And of the people there are some who say : `We believe in Allah and the Last Day', " 
." but they do not really believe

****

They imagine this action of theirs as a kind of cleverness or, so to speak, an

advantageous policy. Therefore : " They seek to deceive Allah and those who have

,..." Faith

It is not such as they think : "... but they deceive none save themselves, and they are

not aware". Having deviated from the Straight Path, they spend their whole lives
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misled. They apply their power and potentials in vanity where their gain is nothing but

.failure, infamy, and a painful Divine penalty

****

p:95
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Hypocrites, a Disease

In the next verse, the Qur'ān points to the fact that hypocrisy is, indeed, a disease. A
.safe and sound person does not have two faces

There is complete harmony ruling between his soul and his body, since outward and

inward, as well as body and spirit, are complementary to each other. If a person is a
believing one, his entire being cries Faith and indicates his conviction. And if he goes

astray, his deviation is revealed both outwardly and inwardly. This dissimilarity of

spirit and body possessed by the hypocrite is a new additional disease. It is a sort of

.contradiction or duplicity or cleft that governs over the self of a man

, ..." Then, it says :"In their hearts is a disease

Hence, in the regularity of creation, everybody who choses a path and equips himself

with the necessary means to pave it would go forth on that very path. Or, in other

words, the abundancy of actions and imaginations of a man on his chosen route

would make the above idea much more colourful and secure. Then, the verse

:continues saying

..." so Allah has increased their disease "... 

The investment of the hypocrite is `lies'. They adjust the contradictions found in their

lives, as much as they can; each lie with its own set of excuses. Therefore, at the end

of the verse, it says : "... and there awaits them a painful punishment for that they

 ". were lying

'Hypocrites, Claim to be 'Reformers

Then, the Qur'ān refers to their specialties, the first of which is the claim of being

 : `reformers', while they are, in fact, mischief-mongers, saying

And when it is said to them : `Do not make corruption in the earth', they say : ` " 
 '." Verily, we are only reformers
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****

." Indeed, they themselves are the corruptors, but they are not aware " 

Both their persistence on the path of hypocrisy and their accustomedness to these

hideous disgraceful agenda have caused them to think, gradually, that their activities

are useful and constructive. And, as it was mentioned previously, when sin is in excess

and treads the limits, it seizes the sense of distinction, or even, it reverses the man's
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.distinction. In this state, impurity and impiety prevail as his second nature

****

Hypocrites, Think Themselves Wise

Another specialty of this group is that they think themselves wise and clever while

they think the believers are some simple-minded and credulous fools; as the Qur'ān

 : says

 : And when it is said to them : `Believe as the people believe', they say " 

?'..." Shall we believe as the fools believe`

Thus, they accuse the truth-seeking, pure-hearted people of foolishness, for that

these people, observing the signs of reality and rightfulness in the content of the

invitation of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), have humbly accepted it. The hypocrites

consider corruption, duplicity, and hypocrisy signs of their cleverness and wisdom.
.Yes, in their logic, intellect has changed its place with foolishness

So, the Qur'ān, answering them, says : "... Beware! Truly, they themselves are the

." fools, but they do not know

Is this not, within itself, a kind of foolishness, that a person does not specify his

conviction, but changes colour according to whatever group or class of ideology he

joins, and assumes duplicity or even multifariousness? Is it not silly for a person to

spend his faculties and abilities in doing evil and making plots for destruction and, in
?the meantime, to count himself among the wise

****

Hypocrites, Change colour everyday

The third specialty is that they change colour everyday, and choose the direction of
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:every group they meet. As the Holy Qur'ān says

 : And when they meet those who believe, they say"

('...". We believe (in what you believe`

They tell the believers that they follow the same school of thought as theirs, that is,
.they have accepted Islam eagerly and there is no difference between them

 : but when they are alone with their evil ones, they say "... 

; ..." Verily, we are with you`

They tell their fellow men that they are mocking the believers when telling them that

'." they have believed : "... we were only mocking

p:97
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They say to them that they are deceiving them and, actually, they are supporters of

their fellow men whom they have taken friend with and, keep their secrets safe and

.hidden

****

:Then, the Qur'ān, with a beating and decisive tone says

Allah shall pay them back for their mockery, and He leaves them alone in their " 
." inordinancy, blindly wandering on

The concluding verse, on this subject, expresses their final fate which is a very

 : grievous, inauspicious, and dark end, thus

These are they who have bought error (in exchange) for guidance, hence their " 
(." transaction yields them no profit, nor are they guided (aright

For this very reason, their purchase not only is of no avail for them, but also they have

.lost even their investment

 : Explanations

The Appearance of Hypocrisy and its Roots

When a revolution takes place in a society, particularly a revolution like the Islamic

Revolution which was founded on the virtues of Right and Justice, the interests of an

oppressive, tyranical, and selfish group will be exposed and possibly placed in danger.
At first, this group mock it, then they apply the power of guns, economic sanctions,
and continuous social propagation in order to try to subvert it. But when the signs of

triumph are made manifest for all of the forces and authorities of the region, some of

the opponents change their practical style of opposition and apparently resign

themselves, but, in fact, they organize a hidden antagonistic group against the

revolution. These vicious individuals who are termed `hypocrites', because of their

actual duplicity, are the most harmful enemies of the revolution, because their

position is not quite clear so that the revolutionists can
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recognize them and avoid them. They deceitfully imitate and join the faithful people

and occupy some social positions in the rows of the pure, truthful believers. They

.sometimes attain the sensitive posts, even

Until the time when the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) emigrated from Mecca to Medina,
Muslims had not established a government. The prime essential basis of the Islamic

government was founded when the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) arrived in Medina. This

process was made more manifest with the occurrence of the triumph of Badr, viz., a
.small but progressive government was formally organized

It was at that time that the profits of many authorities in Medina, particularly that of

the Jews, who were respected by Arabs, were being threatened. The Jews were

respected at that time, mostly because they were of ` the People of the Book '. (1)
They were fairly learned, and they were economically advanced. It was they who,
before the advent of the prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) used to give the good news of his

.coming

There were others, too, who were aspiring for the leadership of the people of Medina

and were disappointed due to the migration of the Messenger of Allah. The cruel,
selfish chieves of Medina and their plunderous adherents saw that people, even their

relatives, were tending to Islam and abundantly believing in the Prophet (p.b.u.h.).
They, after resisting for a short time, understood that they could not help but to

accept Islam, though only outwardly. They realized that if they had opposed and

stood against the new process, besides the damages of war and economical

problems, they would have faced the danger of destruction; particularly because the

total power of the Arab was his tribe, but their tribes had separated from them for the

.most part

For this reason, they had developed a grudge in their hearts against the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and his mission. So, they secretly planned to subvert Islam. Therefore, they

selected a third way. They decided to accept the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) apparently, and to

(follow their own plots hiddenly.(2
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.For the meaning of the People of the Book 'see p. 202 1 - 1
This example also happened in the Islamic Revolution of Iran where they played 2 - 2
the same role but, luckily, under the light of Allah's Grace and through the awareness

.of this honourable nation, they failed
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In short, the appearance of hypocrisy in a society is usually the effect of one of these

two causes. The first is the triumph and power of the existing revolutionary school of

thought in the society. The second cause is the spiritual weakness and the lack of

.nobility and courage needed to challenge such a force

The Necessity of Knowing the Hypocrite

Point

Undoubtedly, hypocrisy and the hypocrite were not only particular to the time of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.); they are found in any society and at any time. They should be

recognized, of course, according to the defined criteria that the Qur'ān has introduced

.them with, in order to prevent their probable damages or harms

A few of their characteristics

There are various characteristics mentioned about the hypocrite in the former verses,
as well as through Sura Al-Munāfiqūn, No. 63, and, also, in numerous Islamic

 : traditions. Here are a few of these characteristics

Great public outbursts and high claims with lots of boasting, but little action making . 1
.their claims and actions unparallel

To swing to every side in any environment with any group; to speak among any . 2
society with the ideas of that society's school of thought, and to show themselves

adherents in the society of true followers but, in the meantime, to cooperate with the

.oppositional group

To separate their affairs from those of the people and to form secret hidden . 3
.societies with specific plans

.Characterized by tricks, deceit, lies, flattery, breach of promises, and treachery . 4

To act before others with self-aggrandizement and self-conceit, counting people . 5
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.silly, simple, and foolish, while knowing themselves wise and clever

In short, duplicity of personality, or contrast between internal and external, which is
the clear characteristic of the hypocrite, has different effects on their personal and

.social behaviour, which can be easily figured out by the keen observer

How beautifully the Qur'ān puts it when it says : " In their hearts is

p:100
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a disease, ...". Which sickness can be worse than the sickness of duplicity of outward

and inward character? What disease is more painful than the illness of self-
aggrandizement or lack of courage for challenging the things that we do not believe in

?

However, the disease of hypocrisy, though it is hidden, is recognizeable by its

different features. It is similar to heart disease which cannot be concealed wholly;

although it is unseen, its signs and symptoms can be seen in one's face and limbs

.quite vividly

Hypocrisy, in its specific meaning, is the condition of some faithless persons who are

apparently counted among Muslims, but their hearts are actually pledged to infidelity.
They are the most dangerous group, not only for Islam but also for any revolutionary

progressive school of thought. The hypocrites penetrate into the communities of

Muslims and misuse any chance or opportunity for hindering affairs. For this very

hostile position that they have, they are the object of serious attacks in the Qur'ān.
One complete Sura of the Qur'ān is revealed about their circumstances which is

entitled ` Al-Munāfiqūn '. They have also been reproached and condemned very

.(. strongly in the narrations of Ahlul-Bait (a.s

To introduce the hypocrite, a tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who has narrated from

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says : "There are three specialities that when they are in a

person, he/she is a hypocrite even the one who observes the fast, practices prayers

and considers oneself a Muslim: he who is treacherous when he is trusted, when he

(speaks he tells lies, and when he promises he fails it". (1

Here, we attract your attention to the noble words of Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

 : (a.s.) about the hypocrites. He says

O' creatures of Allah! I advise you to fear, and I warn you against the hypocrites. " 
They themselves are misguided and they will misguide you. They are lost in the

labyrinth of sins and vices and will make you lose your straight path in that tortuous

maze. They change their colours to suit their surroundings, and their words always

have double meanings. To convert you to their views and to win your sympathies they
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will resort to every sort of fraud and pretence, will adopt varieties of artifices and

p:101

Safinatul-Bihar, vol.2, p.605 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 339 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


pretexts and will apply all possible allurements and deceptions. They always lie in

ambush to seduce you. They pretend to be sincere and honest but their hearts are full

of hypocrisy and vileness. Their movements are very subtle. To mislead you they

work so artfully and cunningly that you cannot easily find out their purpose. They

poison your minds without your knowing it, like a disease spreading inside your body

without your realizing the fact. They behave as if they are ministering cures to your

ailments. They talk as if they really feel for your troubles, but the result of their

.activities and their persuasions will affect you like an incurable disease

Happiness and prosperity of others make them jealous and unhappy. They will do

their worst to drag others into difficulties, reverses, and troubles. They will exert

themselves to convert hopes of others into disappointments and despairs. And they

.have their victims in every walk of life

They know how to touch your heart and how to gain your ears. For your every sorrow

they have crocodile tears to shed and for every pain they offer you a balm, ineffective

or injurious. If they praise you, it is with the hope of getting louder praises out of you.
If they want to get something out of you, they will pester you with their demands. If

they wish to slander anybody they will expose him threadbare. If they pass

(judgments they always forsake equity and justice ".(1
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Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

Verses 17-20), Arabic)

نَورُصِْبُی تٍامُلظُ لا  یف  مْهُکَرَتَوَ  مْهِرِوُنِب  هُّللا  بَهَذَ  هَُلوْحَ  ام  تْءَاضاَ  امّلَفَ  ارًان  دَقَوْتَسْا  يذَِّلا  لِثَمَکَ  مْهُُلثَمَ   17

نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهُفَ لا  یٌمْعُ  مٌکُْب  ٌّمصُ   18

نَیرِفاکْلاِب طٌیحُم  هُّللاوَ  تِوْمَْلارَذَحَ  قِعِاوَّصلا   َ نَم مْهِِناذا  یف  مْهُعَِباصاَ  نَوُلعَجْیَ  قٌرَْب  دٌعْرَ وَ  تٌامُلظُ وَ  هِیف  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  بٍِّیصَکَ  وْاَ   19

هَّللا َّنِا  مْهِرِا  - صْباَوَ -مْ  هِعِمْسـَِب بَهَذََـل  هُّللا  ءَاشوَْلوَ  اوُماق  مْهِْیلَعَ  مَلَظْاَ  اذِاوَ  هِیف  اوْشَمَ  مْهَُلءَاضاَ  امَّلکُ  مْهُرَاصْباَ  فُطَخْیَ  قُرْبَْلا  دُاکیَ   20
رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکُ  یلعَ 

****
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English Translation

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

(Verses 17-20)

The likeness of them is as the likeness of a man who kindled a fire, and when it lit . " 17
." all about him Allah took away their light, and left them in darkness unseeing

(." They are) deaf, dumb, blind so they shall not return (to the right path . ") 18

Or (their) likeness is as a rainstorm from heaven wherein is darkness, thunder and . " 19
lightning. They put their fingers in their ears against the thunderclaps, fearful of

." death; thus Allah encompasses the infidels

The lightning well-nigh snatches away their sight, whensoever it gives them light, . " 20
they walk therein, and when it darkens over them they stand still. Had Allah willed, He

would have taken away their hearing and their sight. Truly, Allah is All-powerful over

." all things

Commentary : Verses 17-20

Two Interesting Parables Illustrating the Hypocrite

After stating the epithets and characteristics of the hypocrite, the Holy Qur'ān, in

 : order to illustrate their condition, likens them to two expressive parables

In the first parable, the idea is that they are similar to a person who kindles a fire (by . 1
dark night) (to distinguish the right way from the false way under its light and reach

 : the destination). It says

The likeness of them is as the likeness of a man who kindled a fire, and when it lit all " 
". about him Allah took away their light, and left them in darkness unseeing

They think they can challenge against the darkness they are in
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with a small little fire. But, it happens that suddenly a storm arrives, or a heavy rain

falls, or their fuel runs out and the fire dies in coldness; so, they remain helpless,
.wandering in the terrible darkness

****

Then, it adds : "(They are) deaf, dumb, blind so they shall not return (to the right

path)", because they no longer have the essential necessary means of grasping the

.truth in their possession

Allah, the Exalted, stating the status of the hypocrites and unbelievers, informs His

Messenger that they have totally lost their human innate potentialities. They, abusing

it, have destroyed the talent which Allah has originally put in their created nature and

they should revive it in order for it to be used correctly. They have entirely deprived

themselves of the real function of the divine faculties of sight, hearing, and speech.
.These sense organs are practically left useless and ineffective

.In the second parable, the scene of their life is illustrated in another way . 2

It is a dark fearful night, full of terror and danger. The rain is heavily falling and

lightning flashes in the corner of the horizon every now and then. The horrible crashes

of thunder seem to tear the eardrums. A defenceless person, amazed at the situation

in this vast dark dangerous plain, gains no benefit. For this frightened person, whose

back is wet from the rain, there is neither a safe and secure shelter to take refuge,
.nor does the darkness let him step forth towards his destination

The Holy Qur'ān, in a short sentence, explains the situation of such a wandering

passenger, thus : " Or (their) likeness is as a rainstorm from heaven wherein is

. ..." darkness, thunder and lightning

Then, it adds : "...They put their fingers in their ears against the thunderclaps, fearful

; ..." of death

And, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān points to a fact that wherever the disbelievers

go, they are under the forceful control and watch of Allah. It says : "... thus Allah
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." encompasses the infidels

****
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.In this situation lightning brightens the expanse of the sky again and again

, ..." The lightning well-nigh snatches away their sight " 

Whenever the lightning strikes and lightens the dark spread of the desert, they walk a
few steps under that light, but, immediately after that, they find themselves in the

 : same darkness they were in before

whensoever it gives them light, they walk therein, and when it darkens over them "...
. ..." they stand still

Every moment, they feel the danger in front of them because there is nothing in this

desert, such as a mountain, a tree, or anything else for them to seek refuge in order

to protect themselves from the danger of the flash of lightning and thunderblot. At

any moment they may be seized by the lightning as its prey and be laid in ashes in a
!blink of an eye

There is even the danger of the sound of thunder tearing their eardrums and the

sharp flash of lightning blinding their eyes. Yes, it is true : "... Had Allah willed, He would

have taken away their hearing and

." their sight. Truly, Allah is All-powerful over all things

At the time of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the quick spread of Islam, like the lightning,
dazzled their eyes, and the verses of the Qur'ān, which uncovered their secrets,
surrounded them as quick as lightning. They thought that another verse might come

down, too, and remove the curtains from some other secrets, so, they would become

.publicly more disgraced

The Qur'ān also points to this very meaning where it says : " The Hypocrites are afraid

lest a Sura should be sent down about them, showing them what is (really passing) in
their hearts, say: `Mock you! But verily Allah will bring to light all that you fear (should

(. be revealed)'." (Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 64

Again, the Qur'ān, verifying that the hypocrites were always in terror and fear that,
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with their secrets being manifested, Allah's command would come down for the

Muslims to fight them, the worst

interior enemy of Islam, and destroy them, says : "Truly, if the Hypocrites, and those

in whose hearts is a disease, and those who stir up sedition in the City, desist not, We

shall certainly stir thee up against them: then will they not be able to stay in it as your

neighbours for any length of time:" " They
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shall have a curse on them: wherever they are found, they shall be siezed and slain

(. (without mercy)." (Sura Al-Ahẓāb, No. 33, verses 60 and 61

In the Islamic literature, as was mentioned before, the traditions and data narrated

about the hypocrite are abundant. One of them is the tradition that Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.)
quoted from his father and grandfathers who,in turn, had narrated from the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) who, addressing Hadrat Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.), said : "

There are three signs for a believer : prayer, fasting, and alms. There are also

indications referring to a hypocrite : when he speaks he tells lies, when he promises,
,he breaks them

(and when he is entrusted with (something), he proves himself to be dishonest".(1

Again, `Abdullāh `Umar narrates from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that there are four

characteristics which are the signs of hypocrisy: lie in speech, excuse in promise,
(wickedness in enmity, and dishonesty in deposit. (2

p:107
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نَوقَُّتتَ مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَّلاوَ  مْکُقَلَخَ  يذَّلا  مُکَُّبرَ  اودُُبعْا  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   21

ادًادْـناَ هِّلِل  اوُلعَجْتَ  لافَ  مْکَُل  ً-ا  قزْرِ تِارمََّثلا  نَِم  هِب  جَرَخْاَفَ  ءًام  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  لَزَْناَوَ  ءًاـنِب  ءَاـمَّسلاوَ  ً-ا  شارِف ضَرْـَْلاا  مُکَُل  لَعـَجَ  يذَّلاَ   22
نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْناَوَ 

O'mankind! Worship your Lord Who created you, and those before you, so that . " 21
(," you may guard yourselves (against evil

Who has spread out the earth as a resting place for you, and has made heaven as . " 22
a canopy, and has sent down water from heaven, wherewith He brings forth fruits for

." your sustenance; so do not set up rivals with Allah while you know

Commentary : Verses 21-22

!Do Worship Allah

In the former verses, Allah describes the statuses of three groups of people (the

righteous, the disbelievers, and the hypocrites), by explaining that the righteous are

inside the circle of the Divine Guidance and the Qur'ān guides them; while the hearts

of the disbelievers are sealed with ignorance and, because of their own deeds, their

eyes are covered with negligence which has taken away their sense of perception.
And, the hypocrites are some ill-hearted people whose evil actions increase their

.sickness

In the verses under discussion, after that vivid comparison, the path of felicity and

salvation is specified as following the path of the first group, the righteous : " O'

mankind! Worship your Lord Who created you, and those before you, so that you may

(,". guard yourselves (against evil
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 ? What is Servitude and Worship

The word `servitude' in lexicon means : `the condition of subjection, submissiveness

and obedience of a slave to a master'. Worship is the utmost aspect of

submissiveness to the One Who is at the highest degree of virtue, kindness,
benevolence, and magnanimity. That is why He has distinctly commanded : "...That

(. you worship none but Him, ..." (Sura Al-Asra, No. 17, verse 23

The person who has a little understanding can apply his intellect to know himself and

his own Lord. When he recognizes himself, the one who has been considered the

most noble creature, he will know his own Lord and Cherisher, too. This is a popular

tradition that the person who after knowing himself, would know his Lord and

Cherisher by that recognition. Then, as it is said, the key to the recognition of Allah is
the recognition of one's self. When he finds himself in his servitude and his Lord in His

Divinity, he understands that he should concentrate his obedience, humility,
submissiveness and servitude unto the One in Whose hand and Will is his soul and

entity; the One from Whom (s.w.t.) he takes sustenance constantly. If the emanation

of existence from the Absolute Bountiful Origin ceased from him even for a moment,
.he would be deprived of the bounty of existence

****

 : Some Explanations

Regarding the above verses, there are some points, here, that

 : should be paid attention to

The phrase /yā ayyu-han-nās/ ` O' mankind', which occurs twenty times in the Holy . 1
Qur'ān, has a general and collective meaning that envelops all human beings of any

race, tribe, or colour. This clearly shows that the Holy Qur'ān does not pertain

exclusively to a special group of people, but it invites every single person to its

invitation, in general. It persuades everybody to accept Monotheism and refuse any

.idolatry and deviation from the path of theism
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To invoke the sense of people's thankfulness and to concentrate their attention on . 2
the worshipping of Allah, it begins from the greatest bounty, i.e., the bounty of the

.creation of all human beings

p:109
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It is a bounty that illustrates both the Power of Allah and His Knowledge, in addition to

His `General Mercy' and `Specific Mercy', because in the creation of Man, the best

creature in the world of existence, the signs of His infinite Knowledge and Power,
.together with His vastly distributed bounties, are clearly seen

The reason that some do not bow before Allah and do not worship Him is mostly

because they do not contemplate their own creation and the creation of those who

came before them. They do not take into consideration that it is not right to attribute

this magnificent creation to the blind and deaf causes of nature. We cannot think of

these accurate, reliable and incomparable bounties, which are vividly seen in the body

and the spirit of Man, from any origin except Allah, Who is the source of all knowledge

and power. Therefore, the remembrance of these bounties is both a reason for

.theology and a stimulus for thankfulness and worshipping, along the path of Allah

The fruit of this worshipping is piety and righteousness : "...so that you may guard . 3
(,". yourselves (against evil

Thus, our worshippings and prayers do not add anything to the Dignity and Glory of

Allah, just as the abandoning of them does not take anything from His Greatness and

Beauty. These kinds of practices are some training classes to teach man piety, which

is synonomous with having a sense of responsibility, and, the standard of measuring

one's personality. Finally, it is worship that causes man to attain the epithet of being

pious, a good mood in the spirit of man, that comes into being as a result of worship

.and servitude unto Allah

The emphasis on the phrase : `Those before you', in the verse, may refer to the . 4
idea that if you agree with the custom of your ancestors that you should worship idols,
Allah is the creator of both you and your ancestors. He is the Master and the Cherisher

of you and your ancestors both. So, worshipping the idols, either done by you or by

.your ancestors, is not anything but aberration

****

p:110

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 352 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Sky and the Earth are Bounties

Point

The Sky and the Earth are Bounties In the next verse, it points to some other great

bounties of Allah that can serve to motivate men to be thankful. At first, it refers to the

 : creation of the Earth and its Creator

, ...". Who has spread out the earth as a resting place for you " 

The Earth

The earth is like a mount that carries you on its back. It continues moving at a

wonderful speed in space. It has different movements but you feel no shaking at all.
.So the earth is one of Allah's great bounties

The Gravity

Another bounty is the gravity of the earth which enables you to walk, rest, build

houses and to prepare gardens, fields, and all kinds of vehicles, instruments, etc; for

your usage. Have you ever thought that if the gravity of Earth did not exist, because

of its rotation, all of us and all of our houses and furniture, or, in general, everything

 ? on the globe would be immediately thrown floating into space

The term /firāŝ/ `a resting place' not only has the meaning of rest and tranquility, but

.also contains the concept of being pleasant and warm with a moderate temperature

It is interesting that, commenting on this verse, Ali-ibn-il-Ḥusayn, the fourth Imam of

the Shi`ah school (a.s.), has clearly explained this meaning, thus : " Allah has arranged

the earth adapted to your nature and appropriate for your bodies. He made it neither

very hot so that it roasts you, nor very cold so that it freezes you. He made it neither

too aromatic so much so that its odor hurts your brains, nor too foul-smelling to cause

your death. He planned it neither too soft so that you be drowned in it, like in water,
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nor too rigid and stable to enable you to build houses and make graves to bury the

corpses of your men (which cause many disasters when they remain unburied)... Yes,
(it is for this reason that `He has spread out the earth as a resting place for you'."(1

The word /banā'/, considering the term /`alaykum/ `above you', refers to the meaning

that the heaven is made up above you like a canopy. This idea is mentioned in another

place in the Holy Qur'ān, saying: " And We have made the heaven as a canopy well

guarded...", (Sura

p:111
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(. Al-Anbiyā' , No. 21, verse 32

This statement may seem amazing to some of those who are acquainted with the

intrinsic structure of the heaven and earth from the point of modern astronomy. They

may ask where and how this canopy is. Does this idea not call to mind the Ptolemaic

Theory which indicated that planets are set over each other in the sky like the layers

of an onion? The subject will be made clear when the following explanation is

.considered

The Sky

The term /samā'/ has been used in the Qur'ān in different places whose common

meaning is something alongside the solution to the above problem. One of those

meanings is referred to in this verse. It is the very atmosphere around the earth, that

is, the thick aerial distance with a mass of gases that has surrounded the globe whose

thickness, according to what specialists have said, is, roughly speaking, hundreds of

.kilometers, though it is not distributed uniformly in the vertical direction

If we contemplate the essential and vital function of this mass of air, generally called

the atmosphere, which has enveloped the whole earth, we will understand how this

strong and stable canopy, or ceiling, is effective in protecting the lives of human

.beings

This special amount of air which, as a crystal ceiling, has surrounded us, the

inhabitants of the earth, is so strong and resisting that in comparison with a steel dam

several meters thick, it is stronger; while it does not hinder the brilliant sunshine,
.which has a vital, life- giving and pleasant ray, from reaching us

If this ceiling were not over us, the earth would be continuously beaten with showers

of celestial meteorites, wherein human beings would have no peace and calmness.
But this several hundred kilometer thick airy ceiling burns almost all the celestial

meteorites before they reach the surface of the earth, except a few of them which

can sometimes pass through it and fall somewhere on the ground to warn the earthly
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living creatures as a ring of danger. This small number of stones has never succeeded

to destroy the security of human lives yet; except on those occasions that Allah used

.them to destroy previous generations for their evil deeds

The atmosphere, a vast and complicated physical system, has a
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.basic environmental influence on plant, animal, and human life

One of the references which shows that one of meanings of the Arabic word /samā'/
as `the atmosphere of the earth', is a tradition cited by the sixth Imam, Imam Sạ̄diq

(a.s.) describing the colour of the sky for one of his followers, Mufaddal. He said : "O

Mufaddal! Contemplate the colour of the sky which Allah has created so that it seems

blue, a colour that is the most appropriate for the eyes, and looking at it strengthens

(the vision."(1

We all know today that the blue colour of the sky is nothing but the reflection of

sunlight on the intense thick air around the earth. Therefore, the word /samā,/ `sky',
(here, refers to the very `atmosphere of the earth'.(2

Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 29 says : " Do they not look at the birds held poised in the

midst of (the air and) the sky? " Then it refers to rain, thus : "...and has sent down

,...". water from heaven

But, what water! It is a life-giver, an essential producer of vital energy, and the origin

.of all inhabited regions containing many material blessings

The Rain

The phrase : " and has sent down water from heaven ", confirms the fact, once more,
that /samā'/, here, means the atmosphere of the earth. And we know that it is clouds

that produce rain and clouds are the formation of water vapor floating in the air,
.above the surface of the earth

Commenting on the bounty of rain coming down from the sky, Ali-ibn-il-Ḥusayn,
 : Imam Sajjād (a.s.), has cited an interesting narration which says

Allah has sent down rain from the sky to water the peaks of mountains, and hills, " 
ditches and, on the whole, all sites high or low (saturating them completely). He

planned for it to rain continually and gently, with raindrops being individual and

separated from each other; sometimes in the form of drizzles or mistlike, and
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sometimes in the form of
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(Tauhid-i-Mufaddal (Theism), p. 1, (Persian version 1 - 1
Other meanings of the sky will be dealt with when discussing verse 29 of the 2 - 2
current Sura. Explanation about the atmosphere, when commenting on verse 22, is

.helpful, too
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(rainfall, in order to let it go down in the soil and saturate and fruits".(1

Then, the Qur'ān refers to the kinds of fruits and nutritious foods that are produced

because of rain and awarded to men as their sustenance. It says : "...wherewith He

;...". brings forth fruits for your sustenance

This process of producing fruits is one of the most valuable proofs of His Existence. On

one hand, it indicates the vast extent of Allah's Mercy unto all human creatures, and

on the other hand, it specifies His Power by which, from colourless water, He can

create thousands of colours in fruits and grains whose different properties are useful

 : for men, as well as other living creatures. Hence, immediately after that, it adds

". so do not set up rivals with Allah while you know "...

Verily, you know that these idols, or partners, which are the creations of your own

fancy, have neither created you nor given you sustenance nor any of your bounties.
Then, how do you go after those false gods? Do not adopt any equals for Allah and be

.devoted to Him to translate His Will into a practical life

 : Explanation

Idolatry in Different Forms

It is necessary to note that the false gods are not exclusively wooden or stone idols,
or, for example, recognizing a man such as Jesus Christ (a.s.) as one of the trinity, but

the concept has a broader scope of meaning. The false gods may be superstitions,
self, or even some great or glorious things like rank, position, art, poetry, science, or,
kinds of pride which can be the hidden forms of idolatry when they are set up as rivals

to Allah. So, in general, knowing anything save Allah, effective in life is a kind of

.idolatry

****
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A Detailed Scientific Meaning of Atmosphere

The Qur'ānic term /samā'/ `sky', wherefrom the rain, for example, comes down,
sometimes has the meaning of atmosphere, whose explanation according to some

 : encyclopedias is as follows

The `atmosphere' is the mass of `air' surrounding the earth to a distance of several

hundred kilometers. It appears insubstantial but in reality it has enormous mass. It is
not simply a formless mass of gases which can be divided into several layers on the

basis of meteorological and electromagnetic considerations, but it consists, roughly,
of three major layers which differ widely in their characteristics. These layers are: the

troposphere, the stratosphere, and the ionosphere. The troposphere is the layer of air

that lies next to and immediately above the earth's surface. The height of the

troposphere varies from the poles of the earth to the Equator, being about four or five

.miles at the poles and about 10 miles at the Equator

Stratosphere was the term formerly applied to the entire atmosphere above the

troposphere. Later it was found that the temperature did vary significantly with the

height and also that there existed various stratifications. Some scientists have

introduced rather detailed terminology to describe various layers of increasing,
decreasing, and constant temperature in the atmosphere and the Ozone layer. But

here the distinction will be made between two layers only : the `stratosphere'

extending upward from the tropopause to the ionosphere, and the ionosphere, whose

.lowest ionized layer is found at a height of 35 to 40 miles

The standard pressure of the atmosphere (760 millimeters) is very nearly equal to 1000
000 dynes per square centimeter and is often referred to as the `bar'. The `millibar' is
1 1000 of this quantity, sanctioned by the International Meteorological Conferences as

.the standard for the expression of barometric pressure

If the atmosphere were of uniform density at a standard pressure of 760 millimeters

of mercury and at a temperature of OC, its height could easily be calculated based on

the weight of a cubic centimeter of air being 0.0012928 grams. The height of such a

uniform atmosphere is 7.99 kilometers (4.97 miles), and is known as the ` height of
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.homogeneous atmosphere ' conveniently useful in certain physical computations

The actual height of the atmosphere is somewhat difficult to determine since it

becomes very tenuous at great heights. We may, however, infer its extent from three

sources : (1) the duration of twilight which depends upon scattered sunlight from high

atmospheric particles; (2) the height at which meteors become luminous; and (3)
observation of auroral streamers. Twilight has been observed to exist until the sun is
about 18 below the horizon, which, at a latitude of 45, indicates the existence of

sufficient atmospheric particles to scatter sunlight at a height of over 60 kilometers (37
miles). Meteors have been observed to become luminous as high as 300 kilometers

(186 miles). Auroral streamers have been seen to stretch upward to a height of 1100
kilometers (680 miles). It is very difficult to assign an upper limit to the earth's

atmosphere. Atmospheric gases in an exceedingly tenuous condition probably extend

.hundreds if not thousands of miles above the earth's surface

This piece is extracted, here, from the Encyclopedia Americana, vol. 2, p. 508; and)
(. Encyclopedia International, vol. 2, p. 165

****
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نَیقدِاص مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِْم  مْکُ  ءَادهَشُ  اوعُدْاوَ  هِلْثِم  نِْم  هٍرَوسُِب  اوُتأْفَ  اندِْبعَ  یلعَ  انْلَّزَن  امِّم  بٍْیرَ  یف  مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  23 وَ 

نَیرِفاکْلِل تَّْدعُِا  هُرَاجحِْلاوَ  سُاّنلا  اهَدُوُقوَ  یتَّلا  رَاّنلا  اوقَُّتافَ  اوُلعَْفتَ  نَْلوَ  اوُلعَْفتَ  مَْل  نْاِفَ   24

And if you are in doubt of what We have sent down to Our (faithful) Servant . " 23
(Muhammad), then bring forth one Sura the like thereof, and call your witnesses other

." than Allah, if you are truthful

And if you do not do so, and you will never do it, then fear the Fire whose fuel is . " 24
." People and Stones, prepared for the infidels

Commentary : Verses 23-24

Point

After Allah (s.w.t.) explains the state of the hypocrite and disbelievers, and, through

the creation of the heaven and the earth, sending down rain and growing plants on

the ground, proves the existence of the Creator and Cherisher of the universe, He

begins to validate the rightfulness of the Holy Qur'ān and the truthfulness of His

.Messenger

In order to show everyone the miraculousness of the Qur'ān with clear evidence,
according to one's portion of wit and understanding, that the Qur'ān will be an

argument for all, Allah confirms the prophethood of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and

the authenticity of the Holy Qur'ān by suggesting a challenge, a direct confrontation,
not only to all the contemporaries of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) but also to men in all ages. "
And if you are in doubt of what We have sent down to Our(faithful) Servant

(,..." (Muhammad

It addresses all the rejectors, with a concrete test, saying that if you imagine that the

Qur'ān, which has been sent down from Pure Holiness to the chosen servant of Allah

in the form of statements and
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with the combination of ordinary alphabetical letters, is not from Him and it is the

word of a human, then since outwardly you are in the same state from the point of

being a human as the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is, you should be able to produce a
Sura like that of the Qur'ān and call your own witnesses that are like you, the

disbelievers of the Qur'ān. You would compare your evidence with one of the Suras of

the Qur'ān, even if it be a small one such as Sura Kauthar and the like. If those two

were similar in comparison in all their qualities, merits and privileges, you could

.rightfully reject the legitimacy of the Qur'ān

The disbelievers and pagan Arabs, who were the masters of literature and eloquence,
refrained from accepting this challenge despite their pride and haughtiness in

eloquence and avoided the competition. Therefore, inevitably, they turned the literary

contest into a bloody battle. Thus, getting killed was easier for them than being

disgraced and defeated in a literary contest. The Arab literature became helpless and

meagre against the challenge of the Qur'ān. Neither those who lived at the time of the

Qur'ān's revelation, nor the people born in the centuries after that could bring

anything like this Holy Book, or could do anything against it, inspite of trying with their

.utmost strength. They were thus forced to retreat after exerting utmost efforts

 ? Why is the Holy Qur'ān a Miracle and How

Being complete true revelation, the Qur'ān is itself a miracle. As it is authentically

known and also was mentioned in the above, at the time of the Qur'ān's revelation the

literary talent and eloquence of Arabs were at their peak, yet the miraculousness of

the Qur'ān is not confined to its inimitable literary excellence and eloquence. It stands

on its own innumerous different merits some of which are beyond the reach of the

complete conception of the literary geniuses of the Arab world. It has such a

rhetorical capacity and linguistic excellence that is able to express different views and

knowledge in a manner that is understood and appreciated by every rational human

being of any standard and accomplishment of all the ages. Then everybody in any

time, once provided with the opportunity to become acquainted with the Holy Qur'ān,
which offers information by which all of his/her arguments will
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be completed, he/she can find himself or herself convinced by it. Such extensive

knowledge and such power of expression is beyond the limitations of human ability.
,Even of the literate Arab people

as were previously referred to, especially at the time of the Qur'ān's revelation when

the literature of the Arabic language had reached its climax, none dared to bring a

Sura similar to even its shortest one. This very single point is the smallest miraculous

.aspect of the Qur'ān

There is no doubt that if the Qur'ān were the word of a human and the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), himself, who was known to the world as an illiterate one, had produced it,
they would bring many Qur'āns like

it and would prove that this is not the word of Allah revealed to him (p.b.u.h.). In that

condition, the enemies of Islam would maintain their works which would be available

everywhere and in any ages so that they could publish and distribute them, even now,
.to defame the one genuine Qur'ān, but there is none

Apart from its inimitable literary excellence, the Holy Qur'ān with its other names such

as `Furqān' and `Tibyān' referring to the abilities it has, presents to the human world

definite prophecies fulfilled and yet to be fulfilled, and long after. It contains some

facts about endowments in nature which the human knowledge of science as it

progresses will have to understand, for its further advancement. The perfectness of

such nature, naturally, will be the last word with regard to the ideas, religious and

social laws, sciences, and many many other things that it contains and will remain for

.ever, until the Hereafter

This universality of the truth expressed in the idea and beauty and the attractive force

of the language is so divine that, as we said before, it is beyond the reach of the

expressive power of any limited being. It is in this regard that the Holy Qur'ān claims

to be not only the word of Allah, inimitable, but the Final Word in respect to truth and

justice the better or even the like of it is impossible to be produced by any one.
However, it is true to say simply and shortly that the Holy Qur'ān is a miracle with

respect to its contents which is the source of all knowledge and science, as it itself
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says : " Say : If the sea were ink (wherewith to write out) for the words of my Lord, the

sea would surely be consumed before the words of my Lord are exhausted, though

,We were to bring the like of that (sea) to add thereto for its aid", (Sura Al-Kahf
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(. No. 18, verse 109

Thus, this verse, by itself, is a vital piece of evidence regarding the correctness of the

(above stated claim.(1

 ? Why do Prophets Need Miracles

We know that the Divine mission of prophethood is a great rank endowed upon some

of the purified distingished members of the human race. Since the purpose of

prophethood is the comprehensive guidance ruling over the body and spirit of

individuals, and society, toward perfection and the laying down of a legal system and

social order for mankind, the assumption of responsibility involved is necessarily

heavy and taxing. So, it requires great capacity and energy. Allah, therefore, bestows

the position of prophethood on those who have the ability and capacity to receive and

follow through the light of revelation. This unique privilege and speciality of prophets

is also shown in their miracles, which all of them had. And, to prevent some false,
deceitful impostors from claiming the position, it is necessary that, besides the

revelation, the real ones should have sufficient evidence to bear testimony to the

truth of their declaration and prove the claim that they are sent by Allah. That is, a

prophet should utter such words and exhibit such deeds which could not be uttered or

performed by any natural means within the power of a finite being, such as : restoring

the dead to life again, communicating with animals and inanimate bodies, and the

.likes of them. These supernatural events are termed as miracles

The prophet who has a miracle should introduce it to people and invite them to

challenge with it. If they can produce none similar to that, thus, by the means of his

.miracle, he proves the truthfulness of his declaration

p:120

O' dear respected reader of this book! Have you ever thought that when more 1 - 1
than two of the globe is covered with sea water and if we consider it twice as much

when we use it entir as ink in order to write out the science and secrets of the Qur'an,
i.e. the word of Allah so sooner would the doubled oceans of the globe be exhausted
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than would the words of Allah, the science and secrets of the Qur'an? Then be careful

!when considering how magnificent the Glorious Qur'an is

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 370 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.( ! The Holy Qur'ān,The Everlasting Miracle of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

Amongst the miracles issued by the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), the Qur'ān is the best

remaining evidence of his rightfulness. We know, of course, that, according to what

the leading scholars of Islam have said, he (p.b.u.h.) had about 4440 miracles. But the

Qur'ān is a Book beyond the thoughts and mind of a mortal being. None has been able

.to bring one similar to it yet. It is a great heavenly miracle

The reason that amongst all the miracles of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) the

Qur'ān has been chosen as the greatest remaining evidence of legitimacy of the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is that it is a miracle which is `expressive', `everlasting',
'. `world-wide', and `spiritual

Each of the former prophets (a.s.) had to accompany his miracle to prove its

inimitability when he used to invite his opponents for challenging and bringing the like

of it. In fact, his miracle or miracles could not express themselves and it was the

explanations of the prophet that would complete them. This statement is also true for

.all the miracles of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) except the Holy Qur'ān

The Qur'ān is a clear miracle which need not be introduced. It invites others to itself,
demands the rejecters to challenge it while it defeats them, condemns them, and it

always stands victorious. That is why it, after passing centuries, viz., since the

departure of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) up to the present, has been continuing its invitation

the same as it did during his lifetime (p.b.u.h). It is both religion and miracle; law, and

.the document of the law

The Holy Qur'ān, Global and Eternal

The reputation of the Holy Qur'ān cleft the bonds of time and distance and influenced

beyond them. The miracles of the prophets before the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), and

even his own miracles save the Qur'ān, happened in a special period of time, at a

definite place and for a specific group of people. For example : the utterances of the

holy little child of Virgin Mary, and raising the dead by Jesus (a.s.) were done at some

definite times and places before the eyes of some particular
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people. And we know that regarding the things that depend on time and place, the

farther we move away from them correlatively the weaker they become. This is one

.of the properties of affairs related to time

But, the Holy Qur'ān does not depend on time and place. Its brilliance and authority

that illuminated the darkness of Arabia fourteen centuries ago continues

unwaveringly to shine with its original splendor. Besides that, the passing of time, the

advancement of science and the development of information have made it possible

for us to understand it and take its advantages even more than the nations of former

ages did. It is evident that what time and place cannot influence will continue to be

everywhere in the world for eternity. It is also clear that a world-wide everlasting

religion should have a world-wide everlasting document of legitimacy in its

.possession

 : Then we can discuss the Holy Qur'ān

;from the point of modern science

;and the scientific explorations

;and the rotation of the Earth

;and reproduction in the plant kingdom

;and general reproduction in all the particles of the world

;and general gravity

;and the surrendering of the Sun and the Moon

;and the secrets of the creation of mountains

;and the advent of the world

;and the existence of life on other planets

;and the winds, the pollinator of plants
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(and the question of the roundness of the Earth; (1

And many other scientific facts and knowledge about the world

.can be found in the Holy Qur'ān, too

****
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يذَّلا اذَـه  اوُلاق  اقًزْرِ  هٍرَمََث  نِْم  اهْنِم  اوُقزِرُ  اـمَّلکُ  رُاـهْنلاَْا  اهـَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ  تٍاّـنجَ  مْهَُل  َّناَ  تِاـحِلاصّلا  اوُلمِعَ  اوُنمَا وَ  نَیذَّلا  رِِّشَب  25 وَ 
نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُوَ  هٌرََّهطَُم  جٌاوزْاَ  اهیف  مْهَُل  ً-ا وِ  هِباشتَُم هِب  اوُتُاوِ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  انْقزِرُ 

And (O' Muhammad) give glad tidings to those who have Faith and do good deeds . " 25
.that for them are gardens beneath which rivers flow

Every time they are provided with fruits therefrom, they shall say : ` This is what we

were provided with before! ' and they shall be given the like thereof, and there for

." them shall be spouses purified dwelling therein forever

Commentary : Verse 25

The Specialties of the Bounties in Heaven

Bountiful Gardens

The Specialties of the Bounties in Heaven In the aforementioned verse, the infidels

and the rejecters of the Qur'ān were severely threatened with a grave chastisement.
Now, in this verse, to make the fact clear, by comparing the destinies of the two

contradictory groups, as the style of the Qur'ān is, the destiny of the true believers is
.referred to as the antithesis to the painful fate of the disbelievers

First, it says : " And (O' Muhammad) give glad tidings to those who have Faith and do

. ... " good deeds that for them are gardens beneath whichrivers flow

We know that those gardens that have not a permanent source of water and need to

be occasionally irrigated are not so bountiful and pleasant because of frequent

difficulties concerning their upkeeping. The complete freshness is of those gardens

which always have enough water easily available and within their reach. The water

that belongs to them, making them self-sufficient, will never end. Then drought and

shortage of water will never threaten them. The gardens of Heaven

p:123

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 375 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.have such a condition

Then to point out the numerous kinds of fruit in those gardens, it says: "...Every time

they are provided with fruits therefrom, they shall say: `This is what we were

 ! '..." provided with before

The commentators have cited some rather different commentaries concerning this

:statement

Some of them have said that the objective meaning of this statement is that these

blessings are for the good deeds they did formerly in the world. It was those deeds

that were previously sent before them and the path was paved for them in the

.Hereafter

The Fruits

Some others have asserted that when the Heavenly fruits are brought for them for

the second time, they say that these fruits are the same as they had before, but when

they eat them they sense a new taste and a fresh pleasure in them. Or, for example,
when we eat grapes and apples in this world, every time we eat them or drink their

juices they have basically the same tastes; but the fruits in Heaven will have a

different taste every time they will be tasted, although they are apparently alike. This

 ! is one of the privileges of that world being as if there is no monotony in it

Some have also said that it means that when they see the fruits of Heaven, they find

them like the fruits in this world in order not to be odd and curious for them, but when

.they eat them they sense the flavor quite newly-tasting and excellent

There is no controversy that the above statement refers to all these meanings and

even to some other interpretations beyond them, because the words of the Qur'ān

.sometimes bear several meanings

,..." Then it adds : "...and they shall be given the like thereof
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That is, from the point of beauty and wholesomeness, all of the various Heavenly

fruits are alike and they are at such a high standard that none of them can be

preferred over others. They are not like the fruits in this world that some may be too

ripe or aromatic while some others are, for example, too green or tasteless. The fruits

in the gardens of Heaven, likening them with those of this world, are all pleasantly

.fragrant, delicious, wholesome, and beautifully interesting

Purified Spouses

And finally, the last bounty, which is referred to in this verse, is` purified spouses ',
 : where it says
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..." and there for them shall be spouses purified "... 

The spouses are purified and are free from all the dirt and taints, bodily and

.spiritually, which they may have in this world

One of the problems that man is confronted with, concerning the bounties in this

world, is that at the same time that he possesses a bounty he thinks of its perdition

and is worried about the time he is going to be in lack of it. For this very reason, the

bounties in this world can never produce real tranquility for him. But the bounties in
Heaven are eternal. They have no end and no perdition or discontinuation. They are

full, complete, soothing and calming. So, to confirm this meaning, at the end of the

 : verse, it says about the believers

". dwelling therein forever "... 

****

 : Occasion of Revelation

On the occasion of the revelation of this verse, the leading commentators have

narrated from Ibn-Abbas as saying : " This verse has been revealed on the virtue of

Hadrat Ali-ibn Abitālib (a.s.) and the true believers", (1)(since they have both `Faith'

'(. and `good deeds

****

 : Explanations

Faith and Deeds . 1

In many of the verses in the Qur'ān, `Faith' and `good deeds' are mentioned to be so

closely together that they seem to be inseparable. True, it is so because Faith and

.practice are complementary to each other

If Faith influences the depths of man's soul, its radiance will certainly reflect in his acts

and cause his deeds to become `good deeds'. It is like a room wherein a bright light is
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kindled whose beams radiate outside through all the doors and windows. The same is
the bright light of the lamp of Faith when it is glowing inside a man's enlightened

.heart

p:125
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If this occurs, the light of that brilliant lamp of Faith radiates from his eyes, ears,
.tongue, hands and feet

Sura At-Tạlāq, No. 65, verse 11 says: "... And those who believe in Allah and work

righteousness, He will admit to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein

..." for ever

Also, Sura An-Nur, No. 24, verse 55 says: " Allah has promised, to those among you

who believe and work righteous deeds, that He will, of a surety, grant them in the

(..." land, inheritance (of power

Fundamentally, `Faith' is as the root of a plant, and `good deeds' are its fruit. The

existence of pleasant sweet fruit shows evidence to the soundness of the root which

.causes that useful fruit to be produced

Some unbelieving persons may occasionally do some good deeds but that act will

surely not be performed continuously. What is noble and certain to bring forth good

deeds is the Faith that has penetrated the depths of man's soul and causes him/her to

.have a feeling of responsibility

****

The Purified Spouses . 2

It is interesting that the only epithet that is mentioned in this verse to qualify the

Heavenly spouses is the attribute of `purified'. This is an indication to the idea that the

first and the most important status of a spouse is `purity', and all good qualities other

than that are totally outshown by its radiance. The well-known tradition that is

narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) makes this fact even clearer. He has said : "
Avoid the green plants grown over dunghill". The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) was

asked what he meant by `the green plants grown over dunghill', and he answered : "
(It is the beautiful women who have grown up among filthy family members."(1

The word /azwāj/ in the plural means mates or wives which in the case of the female

sex means husbands. This may mean the faithful wives of the faithful husbands i.e.,
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women who had been true and faithful believers in the truth and who had been the

wives of the men

p:127
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.who were also believers

However, the women in Heaven, whether they are `houri' (angels) or `human

creatures', are purified and clean both from the point of outward dirt such as : blood,
urine, feces, semen, menstruation, postpartal bleeding, excessive menstruation,
dirtiness, and the like; and from the point of inward dirt such as : bad qualities of

character, evil dispositions like : rancour, grudges, envy, habitual frowning, and the

like of them; and also from the point of some hideous behaviours like : adultery,
fornication, and all kinds of similar vices. They, having the total aspects and conditions

.of purification, are clean from all sorts of corruption and possess purity in its entirity

Sa`īd-ibn-`Āmir has narrated a tradition from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which says : "
If one of the women of Heaven looks once towards the earth the whole world will be

full of perfume of musk and the radiance of her light will prevail over the light of the

(sun and the moon". (1

****

The Material and Spiritual Blessings in Heaven . 3

In many of the verses of the Qur'ān the words are about the blessings of Heaven,
bounties such as : gardens beneath which rivers flow, castles, purified spouses,

.numerous fruits, loyal and faithful companions, etc

But, besides these bounties, some other excellent blessings are also mentioned

whose splendour and magnificence is impossible to be estimated with the worldly

criteria that we have. For example, Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 72 says : " Allah has

promised to Believers, men and women, Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell

therein, and beautiful mansions in Gardens of everlasting bliss. But the greatest bliss

." is the Good Pleasure of Allah : that is the supreme felicity

And, in Sura Al-Bayyinah, No. 98, verse 8, after mentioning some material blessings in
Heaven, it says : "...Allah is well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased with

..." Him
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And truly, if a person reaches the position that he feels his Lord is pleased with him

and he is also pleased with Him, he will dismiss all other pleasures. He will attach only

to Him and will think of none else. This is a spiritual pleasure that cannot be described

.with any words nor in any language

Finally, since the Resurrection has both `spiritual' and `physical' aspects, the bounties

in bliss have both of those aspects, too, in order that their comprehensiveness be

established and everyone, according to his/her worthiness and eligibility, will enjoy

.them

****
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نَوُلوقُیَفَ اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  اَّماَوَ  مْهِِّبرَ  نِْم  ُّقحَْلا  هَُّناَ  نَومُلَْعیَفَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اَّماَفَ  اهقَوْفَ  امفَ  هًضَوعَُب  اـم  ًـلاثَمَ  بَرِضـْیَ  نْاَ  یحْتَسـْیَ  ـلا  هَّللا  َّنِا   26
نَیقسِافْلا َّلاِا  هِب  ُّلضُِی  ام  اًریثکَ وَ  هِب  يدهْیَ  اًریثکَ وَ  هِب  ُّلضُِی  لاًثَمَ  اذهِب  هُّللا  دَاراَ  اذام 

Allah does not disdain to set forth the parable even of a gnat, or anything greater . " 26
.than that. As for those who have Faith, they know that it is the truth from their Lord

? ' And for those who reject Faith, they ask : ` What does Allah mean by this parable

Thereby He leads many astray and guides many, and He leads none astray save the

". transgressors

Commentary : Verse 26

Point

The purpose of a parable is to make the meaning of an abstract idea more clear and

explicit with the help of a material thing in order to assist the mind in catching the idea

through consideration. The more man's wisdom is dependent on his base

understanding, the less vigorous strength he has to conceive the spirit and reality of

things when his imagination interferes. That is why that in the Divine Book and in the

words of the wise and men of letters, the essence of meanings are stated in the form

of parables to make complicated concepts plain, hence through a logical thing find a
.way to the philosophical

The Parable of the Gnat

A `gnat' is a small insect which is perceptible by the naked eye. Gnat is mentioned in
this verse, perhaps, to show that striking a similitude between small things or beyond

it is not inappropriate for the Glorious Dignity of the Essence of Allah, but to confirm

that the proportion of His Sovereignty is the same over big or small, high or low and, in
general, all are encompassed by His Power and are benefited by His endless Mercy

and Grace. Furthermore, if we observe carefully, we will see that all the creatures,
whether complex or simple, like a chain, are linked to one another. They are so

interrelated and perform their
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duties with such surprising harmony and regularity that it is as if they have formed a
.single unit to take part in a general service

The term `gnat', in this verse, may refer to the greatness and fairness that is used in
.the creation of a gnat, this very small creature

Concerning this meaning, there is a tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq(a.s.) who said : " Verily,
Allah (s.w.t.) has set forth a parable of a gnat because He has created `gnat', with that

small size it has, consisting of all that He has created in `an elephant' with that

bigness it possesses, and He has added two other limbs (for gnat) in order to

stimulate (the attention of) the believers to notice the delicacy and frailness of His

(creation and His wonderful production." (1

In another occurrence in the Qur'ān, He (s.w.t.) has said: " Do they not look at camels,
(. how they are created ? ", (Sura Al-Qāshiyah, No. 88, verse 17

Upon the importance of the intriguing creation of living creatures, Amir-ul-Mu'mineen

:Ali (a.s.) in one of his sermons has said

How could it be ? Even if all the animals of the earth whether birds or beasts, "...
stabled cattle or pasturing ones, of different origins and species, dull people and

sagacious men all jointly try to create (even) `a gnat' they are not able to bring it into

being and do not understand what is the way to its creation. Their wits are bewildered

and wandering. Their powers fall short and fail, and they return disappointed and

tired, knowing that they are defeated and admitting their inability to produce it, also

. ..." realizing that they are too weak (even) to destroy it

 : The verse continues saying

. ..." As for those who have Faith, they know that it is the truth from their Lord "... 

Those who have believed in Islam and accepted the Word of Allah know that these

miraculous statements are issued from the Origin of revelation. They know quite well

that these parables are vivid and appropriate and are revealed from their Lord. They

conceive the fact in this way because their hearts are empty of envy,grudges and
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.pride and their souls are the site of the light of illumination and knowledge
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?And for those who reject Faith, they ask : ` What does Allah mean by this parable "...
'..."

Those who have disbelieved and covered the light of Faith with the curtain of infidelity

have ultimately blinded their own insight. They have made their ears, which were able

to hearken to the Divine Words, deaf. They, ignorantly or mockingly, inquire that what

was Allah's aim by giving this for a similitude that He causes many to err by it and

.many He leads aright

In Tafsīr-ut-Tibyān, vol. 1, page 19, Shaykh Tụ̄sī says : " It is like that a speaker asks

what Allah means by this parable that thereby some may be led astray and some be

guided. In answer to this question, Allah says that none will be led astray save the

transgressors; but the way is open to the believers to reach the climax of

." understanding and conception with knowledge and true Faith

****

Occasion of the Revelation

When the previous verses, i.e., the verses that say : " The likeness of them is as the

likeness of a man who kindled a fire..." and " Or (their) likeness is as a rainstorm from

the heaven...", (2:17,19) were revealed, the hypocrites said that Allah is much exalted to

 : bring forth these parables. So, to refuse their guise and statements, it says

Allah does not disdain to set forth the parable even of a gnat or anything greater " 
." than that

 : Explanation

Some commentators have cited their ideas about the verse under discussion as

 : follows

The Arabic term /yudillu/ means : `misleading'. Wherever this word is used in the

Qur'ān, relating to Allah, it means the withdrawal of His Grace and allowing the

individual to have the way of his own choice as a punishment, consequent to the
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individual's rejecting the
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.Divine Guidance voluntarily offered to him

The Holy Qur'ān presents the justification to the frequent metaphorical expressions in
the form of parables, to stimulate the human mind and heart. The result is obvious:
that a healthy mind grasps the Truth whereas the perverted mind increases its

doubts as to what Allah meant by the parable. Thus the one and the same expression

has two opposite effects. The right impression is `guidance' /hidāyat/ which is

assigned to ` the pious ' /muttaqīn/, and the wrong impression is /dalālat/ ` going

astray ' which is allotted to the wrong-doers, and pointed out in the next verse. The

two important characteristics of the wrong-doers are: the breach of the Covenant of

Allah, after it has been confirmed and /qata`a mā amarallāh/ i.e., the severing of the

relation or the connection with what Allah has commanded man to establish, and

.doing things subversive and harmful to the harmonious life on earth

****
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نَورُسِاخْلا مُهُ  کَِئ  - لوُا ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  نَودُسِْفُیوَ  لَصَوُی  نْاَ  هِب  هُّللا  رَمَاَ  ام  نَوعُطَْقیَ  هِقاثیم وَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  هِّللا  دَهْعَ  نَوضُقُْنیَ  نَیذَّلاَ   27

Those who break the covenant of Allah after its confirmation and cut asunder . " 27
what Allah has commanded to be joined, and they make corruption on the Earth; they

". are the losers

Commentary : Verses 27

 ! The Real Losers

In the aforementioned verse, the subject was partly based on the wrong-doers and

their mischievous deeds. In this verse, these people are introduced clearly by three

 : qualities

 : Referring to the first quality it says

..." Those who break the covenant of Allah after its confirmation " 

Then, it refers to their second quality, saying : "... and cut asunder what Allah has

, ..." commanded to be joined

Many of the commentators have pointed out that this verse refers especially to the

desertion of kinsfolk and breaking off ties of relationship. But careful attention to the

concept of the verse leads us to a broader and more general meaning, in which the

desertion of kinsfolk is one of its examples. The evidence that supports the above

idea is that the verse indicates that the makers of corruption cut the ties that Allah has

commanded to remain fixed and firm. These joining ties cover the union of kindred,
meeting of friends, social relationships, connections with the divine leaders, and

relation with Allah. Therefore, we should not confine the meaning of the verse to a

.single idea alone

In some Islamic narrations, however, the phrase : `What Allah has commanded to be

joined' is rendered in connection with Amir-ul- Mu'mineen Imām Ali (a.s.) and the

.(. entire Ahlul-Bait, the immaculate,(a.s
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The third quality of the makers of corruption on the earth, which is lastly referred to in
; ..." this verse, is : "...and they make corruption on the Earth

It is, of course, evident that they have neglected the path of Allah and disobeyed Him.
These disbelievers, who do not observe mercy even towards their relatives, certainly

treat others with cruelty. They pursue their own pleasures and personal interests. It

does not matter to them where the society may be led. Their central aim is to increase

their profit and to obtain their desires. They do not care if they must do any wrong or

commit any offense to reach their goals. It is obvious how destructive the result of

.this kind of thinking and acting may be in the society

 : The Qur'ān, at the end of this verse, says

." they are the losers "... 

Truly, it is so. What a greater loss than this that a man spends his entire physical and

 ! spiritual capital on the way to the destruction and disaster of his own life

What fate can they have save this dreadful one when some people step out of the

circle of obedience to Allah's Command to the extent of the meaning of the term /fisq/
 ' ? ` mischief

Mischief', in Islam, is one the most abhored crimes, as the Qur'ān says : " Mischief is`

more grievous than murder ", (2:217). This is one of the many indications that Islam

.stands for peace on earth and never tolerates anything which disturbs it

p:134
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نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلِا  َّمُث  مْکُییحُْی  َّمُث  مْکُُتیمُی  َّمُث  مْکُایحْاَفَ  اتًاوْماَ  مُْتْنکُ  هِّللاِب وَ  نَورُفُکْتَ  فَْیکَ   28

مٌیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکُِب  وَهُ  تٍاومسَ وَ  عَْبسَ  َّنهُیوّسَفَ  ءِامَّسلا  یَلِا  يوتَسْا  َّمُث  اعًیمجَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  ام  مْکَُل  قَلَخَ  يذَّلا  وَهُ   29

How can you deny Allah and you were dead and He gave you life, then He will . " 28
cause you to die, then again restore you to life, and unto Him you will be returned ? "

.( (Therefore, neither your life nor your death is in your will; what you have is Allah's

It is He Who created for you all that is in the earth; then turned (His Will) to . " 29
." heaven and fashioned it into seven heavens, for He is All-Knowing of all things

Commentary : Verses 28-29

 ! The Mysterious Bounty of Life

In these couple of verses, through a series of the Divine blessings and some of the

marvelous phenomena of creation, the Holy Qur'ān attracts man's attention to the

Lord of the world and His Magnificent Sovereignty. It very clearly completes the

undisputable evidence set forth for the acknowledgment of Allah's Omnipotence, that

.was previously cited in verses 21 and 22

It must be remembered that the correct conception of Allah is the basic need for

proper faith. This faith serves as guidance from the main generative source (Allah) for

the whole system of religion. The most practical method of acquiring this basic

knowledge about the existence of the Essence of Allah is to carefully observe and

thoughtfully reflect on the creation which is before our own eyes. This is a point that

nobody can deny or express any doubt about. This method is repeatedly impressed

and demanded in the Holy Qur'ān. The course adopted in the Holy Qur'ān to educate

man is the most scientific
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.and the most modern one, i.e. of proceeding from the concrete to the abstract

At first it inquires : " How can you deny Allah and you were dead and He gave you

,..." life

The Qur'ān reminds all individuals that formerly they were inanimate like the pieces of

stone, wood, and the like of them. The water of life had not been poured on you and

the breeze of vitality had not blown through the garden of your being to open the

.blossom of your lifetime in the realm of your entity

Now, you are gifted with the bounty of life and you are actually living. Numerous

organs and limbs, and various integral systems of sensing to form conceptions are

bestowed upon you. Who has given you this very blessing of life and being ? Did you

yourself give it to your own self ? It is clear that every rational person will unhesitately

confess that this blessing is not from his own origin, but it has come from a

knowing, mighty source, the One Who knows all its secrets and its complicated

arrangements; and Who is able to design it totally. In this case there will arise the

.question of why you deny the One Who has granted you life

Today, it has been proven by the scientists of the world that there is not anything

more complicated than the phenomenom of life. Man has surprisingly gained a great

deal of successful progress in

the field of science, in general, and experimental natural science, in particular, but the

secret of the riddle of life has not been uncovered yet. This subject is so mysterious

that it has remained inexplicable for millions of learned individuals whose thoughts

and efforts have been left fruitless in conceiving it. Possibly, in the future, under the

light of further scientific development, man will gradually become more acquainted

with the secrets of life. But the main question is : Can anybody ascribe such an

extraordinarily delicate and precise phenomenom, which is full of mysteries and is in
need of superior knowledge and power for itself, to the irrational nature, which itself

 ? does not have `life' from its own
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That is why we say the phenomenom of life, in the world of nature, is the greatest

evidence for the affirmation of the existence of Allah about which abundant books

have been compiled. The

.Qur'ān, in the above verse, emphasizes on the very matter, too
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After the citation of this bounty, it refers to another vivid example, i.e., the

 : phenomenom of death. It says

, ..." then He will cause you to die "...

Everybody usually sees that his relatives, kinsfolk, acquaintances, companions, and

friends die one after another, and their lifeless bodies are buried in the soil. This actual

circumstance is also a station of contemplation : Who took their beings from them ? If

their beings were theirs by themselves, they would be eternal. When it is taken from

.them, it is further proof that life is bestowed upon them by someone else

True, the ` Bestower of life ' is the ` Bestower of death ', as the Qur'ān says : " He

Who created Death and Life, that He may try which of you is best in deed ...", (Sura Al-
Mulk, No. 67, verse 2). The Qur'ān, after providing these two clear statements as proof

for the Essence of Allah in order to make the soul of man disposed to grasp other

problems, refers to the subject of Resurrection and being restored to life after death.
, ..." It says : "...then again restore you to life

This phenomena of life after death, indeed, is not so surprising because it is not

unfamiliar and man has formerly seen the same situation in nature. Therefore,
regarding the first statement, viz. `the enlivening of the inanimate', the acceptance of

raising the dead after the decomposition of the body, it is not so difficult, but it is

easier than the first time He created man; (although the easiness and hardness is

(. meaningless for the Essence Whose Power is infinite

It is odd that there have been some people who have been doubtful about man's life

.after death. They believe that the first life has originated from some inanimate things

It is interesting that the above verse has made everything, from the beginning to the

end, manifest before the eyes of man. In a short argument, it has expressed the

advent of life to its last point in this world, death, and then the Resurrection is

.illustrated for him

The objective meaning of the phrase " Unto Him you will be returned " is returning to

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 397 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Allah's blessings; that is, you will return to the blessings of Allah in the Hereafter. The

witness to this meaning is Sura Al-'An`am, No. 6, verse 36 which says : "... As to the

". dead, Allah will raise them up; then will they be turned unto Him
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The objective of " Unto Him you will be returned " may be a reality more delicate and

fragile than that. It is to say that : all creatures, in the process of development, begin

from the station of non-existence, the zero point, and go forth towards `infinite',
which is the Pure Essence of Allah. Thus, the path of development does not end with

death, but, in the Hereafter, man will continue his life again, miserably, or

prosperously with a higher standard of living to pave the path of his further

.development

 : Conclusion

The Arabic term /kuntum/, (the second person plural), applied in the above verse, may

address the human ego which was not as it is now as a conscious entity. The previous

state is termed as `being dead', brought into the present conscious state, by Allah's

means of `enlivening'. The departure of the conscious self from the body, is termed

death appointed by Allah. The state of the human cognitive self, after its departure

from the body, is termed as the `enlivening' and from that state proceeding to the

other states, up to the Infinite point of the return to Allah. This shows that once our

life begins, there is no reversion or regression. It is the continuous process from one

state to the next, dying from the previous state and entering life into the succeeding

one. Be the succeeding state pleasant or painful, it is the evolutionary consequence of

.the preceding state

Also, this single verse alone denotes the continuous evolutionary transformation and

the transcendence of a conscious human entity up to the communion with the Infinite,
not in the sense of annihilation or the absorption of the finite into the infinite, but in
the sense of the realization of the fact that nothing is real but the One, the Cause of all

.causes : the Essence of Allah, the Exalted

****

After mentioning the blessing of life and pointing to the ` Origin and End ', it refers to

another Divine bounty from among the immense bounties of Allah. It says : " It is He

, ..." Who created for you all that is in the earth
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In this manner, it specifies the worthiness of the existence of man and his high

mastership over all beings in the earth. It is just this very matter that clarifies for us

that Allah has created Man for a very worthy and magnificent affair. It is so important,
that everything in the world is created for him! What is he created for? Yes, he is the

most excellent being in the world of existence and the worthiest of all. A partial

explanation will also be provided when commenting on verses 30-33 of the current

.Sura

It is not this verse alone that defines the majestic position of Man but there are also

abundant verses in the Holy Qur'ān that reveal the same and introduce Man as the

main goal of the whole world of creation; for example : " And He has subjected to you,
as from Him, all that is in the heavens and on the earth : ...", (Sura Al-Jāthiyah, No.

(. 45,verse 13

 : Some further instances from the verses of the Holy Qur'ān are as follows

(. Who hath made the ships subject to you, ...", (14: 32 "...

(. And the rivers (also) hath He made subject to you...", ( 14: 32 "...

(. And the Night and the Day hath He also made subject to you." (14: 33 "...

(. It is Allah Who has subjected the sea to you, ...", (45: 12 " 

And He hath made subject to you the sun and the moon, ...", (Sura Ebrahīm, No. 14, " 
(. verse 33

On this subject, we will have some explanations later, too, when commenting upon

.Sura Ar-Ra`d, No. 13, verse 2, and Sura Ebrāhīm No. 14, verses 32 and 33

Again, it turns to the concept of monotheism and says : "...then turned (His Will) to

." heaven and fashioned it into seven heavens; for He is All-knowing of all things

****
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 : The Seven Firmaments

The word /samā'/, as oppose to /'ard/ `the earth', in the lexicon means : `to be lofty,
upward'. This is a collective meaning which encompasses numerous concepts, in

which some of the dimensions were formerly mentioned.(1) But what is the objective

meaning of the phrase `seven heavens' here? The Islamic scholars and the

commentators of the Holy Qur'ān have offered different arguments on the subject,
but the important idea which seems to be the most correct is that the purpose of

'. `seven heavens' is its very actual meaning of `seven firmaments

Yet, from the verses of the Qur'ān, it is understoond that the whole of celestial bodies

: planets and fixed stars that we can see, are totally in the first heaven, and there are

six other heavens that are not visible to us and even our modern scientific equipment

are not able to show them. Therefore, there are, on the whole, seven firmaments

(which make up the very `seven heavens'. (2

The evidence to this statement is the words of the Qur'ān where it says : "...And We

(. adorned the lower heaven with lights,...", (Sura Al-Fusṣịlat, No. 41, verse 12

In another occurrence it says : " We have indeed decked the lower heaven with

(. beauty (in) the stars,...",(Sura As-̣Sạ̄ffāt, No. 37, verse 6

These verses clearly indicate that what we see in the sky, which are generally called

stars, are completely located in the first heaven. Beyond this heaven, there are six

.other heavens about whose details we do not have any exact data at present

The reason why we said that there are six other heavens which are unknown to us

yet, and science may realize them in the future, is that human knowledge is still

incomplete. The more developed it becomes, the more new surprising facts about the

creation it discovers. For instance, the science of astronomy has now reached a point

where earthly telescopes are incompetent and satellites equipped with
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For the word /sama / in the sense of atmosphere, look at the commentary on 1 - 1
verse 22 Sura Baqarah, this vol. , pp. 113-114

An imaginary, approximately similar meaning to this idea is seen in Milton, Pardise  2 - 2
.Lost, iii 56, 481. The same imagery will be found in Dante
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powerful radars and specific means for the purpose, are utilized instead. What the

great astronomical observatories and the modern equipment with the help of

spacecrafts and scientific excavations have discovered, in the Arc of Descent, is a

distance as far as about one thousand million (a billion) light years away from us

wherein they have discovered innumerable solar systems other than ours. The

astronomers themselves have confessed that this is just the beginning of the way of

the world, not the end of it, and the discovery of further such systems is yet expected

with the successful invention of or the enhanced structure of stronger telescopes or

more advanced means of celestial excavations. Therefore, there is no doubt that, in
the future, with the further progress in astronomy and science, other galaxies and

.firmaments, or the like, might be discovered

****
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Verses 30-33; Arabic and English Translation

كَدِمْحَِب وَ حُِّبسـَُن  نُحَْن  ءَامِّدلا وَ  کُفِسـْیَوَ  اهیف  دُسِْفُی  نْمَ  اهیف  لُعَجْتَاَ  اوُلاق  هًفَیلخَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  لٌعِاج  یّنِا  هِکَِئلمَْلِل  کَُّبرَ  لَاق  ذِْا  30 وَ 
نَومُلَْعتَ لاام  مُلَعْاَ  یّنِا  لَاق  کََل  سُِّدقَُن 

نَیقدِا مُْتْنکُ ص- نِْا  ءِلاؤُه  ءِا  - مسْاَِب ینؤُِبْناَ  لَا  - قفَ هِکَِئ  - لمَْلا یلَعَ  مْهُضَرَعَ  َّمُث  اهَّلکُ  ءَا  - مسْلاَْا مَدَا  مََّلعَوَ   31

مُیکحَْلا مُیلعَْلا  تَْناَ  کََّنِا  -ا  نتَمَّْلعَ ام  لاِّا  -ا  نَل مَْلعِ  کََناحْبسُ لا  اوُلا  32 ق-

ام نَودُْبُت وَ  ام  مُلَعْاَ  ضِرْلاَْا وَ  تِاومَّسلا وَ  بَْیغَ  مُلَعْاَ  یّنِا  مْکَُل  لُْقاَ  مَْلاَ  لَا  مْهِِئامسْاَِب ق- مْهُأَبَْناَ  امّلَفَ  مْهِِئامسْاَِب  مْهُْئِبْناَ  مُدَا  ای  لَا  33 ق-
نَومُُتکْتَ مُْتْنکُ 

When your Lord said to the angels : ` I am appointing on the earth a deputy', they . " 30
said: ` Will you place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood, while

we celebrate Your Praise and extol Your Holiness? ' He said: `Assuredly I know what

'." you know not

And He taught Adam all the names, then He presented them before the angels, . " 31
'." and said: `Tell Me the names of these if you are right

They said: ` Glory be to You! Of knowledge we have naught save what you have . " 32
'." taught us. Surely, you (alone) are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

He said: ` O' Adam, tell them their names'. And when he had . " 33

told them their names, He said: `Did I not say unto you that I surely know the unseen

things of the heavens and the earth, and (that) I know what you reveal and what you

 ?' " were hiding
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Commentary : Verses 30-33

 ! Man, Allah's Deputy on Earth

Through the previous verses we have understood that Allah has created all the

endowments on the earth for Man, whereas in these verses the leadership and

vicegerency of Man is formally proclaimed. Thus, here, Man's spiritual rank and

.worthiness of all these merits, are exposed

In these verses, which begin from verse No. 30 and end with verse 39, the creation of

Adam (the first human) is referred to and the following three fundamental subjects

:are set forth

Allah informs the angels about man's vicegerency on the earth and their . 1
.questioning of Him

Angels are commanded to prostrate before the first human, Adam. This situation is . 2
referred to in numerous verses in the Holy Qur'ān concerning different

.circumstances

The illustration of the situation of Adam and his life in Heaven and the events . 3
causing him to be sent out from Heaven, and then, his repentance and the order that

.he and his children were to live on the earth, are pointed out

The verses under discussion speak about the first stage. It was His Will, so He created

a being on the earth to be His vicegerent. The attributes of this deputy would be a

reflection from the rays of Allah's Attributes, and his position somehow higher than

that of the angels. It was His Will that the earth and all its endowments, i.e. forces,
.treasures, mines, and all its potentials be subjected to the will of such a human being

Such a being must have a vast share of wisdom, intelligence, conception and a special

capacity so that he can undertake the leadership and mastership of the earthly

.beings

:Therefore, in the first verse, it says
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:When your Lord said to the angels " 

 ',..." I am appointing on the earth a deputy ` 

According to what the leading Islamic scholars and learned men, and experts in

commentary, have said, the objective meaning of
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khalīfah' (deputy) is the divine vicegerent on the earth, because the question which`

the angels asked later, saying that the human race may make mischief and shed

blood on the earth while they (the angels) celebrate His Praise, reinforces this very

.meaning, that Allah's vicegerency on the earth is incompatible with these deeds

Also, teaching the names to Adam, whose explanation you will read in the following

verses, is good evidence supporting this claim. Again, the angels' humility and

veneration before Adam is

.another witness to this idea

However, Allah was pleased to create a being above all the creatures of the universe,
the best creation, appropriate for being a Divine vicegerent, Allah's Deputy on the

.Earth

Commenting on these verses, Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) in a tradition has referred to the

same meaning and said that the angels, after recognizing the position of Adam,
realized that he and his children were deserving to be the deputies of Allah on the

(earth and serve as His guidance among peoples.(1

Then, in the current verse, the angels put forth a question, in order to understand the

 : reality and not to protest, as it says

they said: `Will You place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed "...
blood, ..." "...while we celebrate Your Praise and extol Your Holiness? '..." But, here in
this verse, Allah's answer to them is a complicated reply whose details will be given in

 '." later verses. "...He said: ` Assuredly I know what you know not

As it is realized from their words, the angels had comprehended that this human was

not a docile one : he makes mischief, sheds blood, does wrong, etc. But how did they

?know it

It is sometimes said that Allah had previously told the angels the future of Man in

brief, while some others have cited that maybe the angels had comprehended the

idea themselves from the term /fil'ard/ (on the earth). They knew that Man would be
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created from soil; and, because of the complexity of `matter' , naturally it is the

center of conflict and difficulties. For, this limited world of matter cannot satiate
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the avaricious nature of human beings, even if the whole world were given to a single

one, he would not be satisfied. This status can sometimes be the main cause of

.mischief and bloodshed particularly when there is not enough sense of responsibility

Some of the other commentators believe that the predication of the angels resulted

from the fact that Adam was not the first human creature on the earth, but, before

him, there had also been some other humans who had lived on the earth and had

committed corruption and shed blood. This bad record caused the angels' suspicion

.about Adam and his descendants

These three commentaries are not so contradictory to one another; viz, they,
comprehensively, may have caused the attention of the angels to be attracted

towards this subject. And, incidentally, this fact that they expressed was never denied

by their Lord in His answer to them, but, besides this fact, He pointed out that there

were some other more important facts about man and his capabilities that the angels

.did not know

They thought that if the purpose were only for worshipping and servitude, they would

be the best examples, because they were always praising Him and were the most

appropriate ones for being the vicegerents! They did not consider that when lusts,
wrath and various desires have no chance to influence on their behaviours and

selves, their worshipping is different from the servitude and worshipping of Man

whose lusts and desires have surrounded him and Satan's temptations attack him

from every side. What a long distance there is between the obedience of this feeble

!being and the adoration of those holy and pure angels

They did not know that in the seed of Adam there would come such great prophets as

Mohammad (p.b.u.h.), Abraham (a.s.), Noah (a.s.), Moses (a.s.), Jesus (a.s.), and some

Imams as the twelve sinless Imams (Ahlul-Bait) (a.s.) in addition to many pious

believers, martyrs, and a great many men and women who lovingly donated the

whole of their properties in the way of Allah. There would be some offsprings of Adam

whose one hour of contemplation is equal to years of worshipping of the angels. It is
noteworthy that the angels emphasized on three aspects
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about their characteristics: /tasbīh/̣ (glorification), /hạmd/ (praise, eulogy) and /taqdīs/
(sanctification). Undoubtedly, both the first and the second mean : celebrating His

Praises and knowing Him and His Glory absolutely pure and perfect, free from any

impurity or imperfection or from anything derogatory. But what is the main objective

meaning of /taqdīs/ `sanctification'? Some have considered it as the purification of

Allah from any imperfection which is, in fact, an emphasis again on the very meaning

'. of /tasbīh/̣ `glorification

Some others believe that the term /taqdīs/ is derived from the root /quds/ which

means: ` to purify the earth from the wicked and corruptors', or ` to purify oneself

from anything bad, evil and immoral in order to clarify the soul and body for the sake

of Allah '. They have considered the term /laka/ (for you) in the phrase /nuqaddisu-
laka/, ` we extol Your Holiness (for you) ', as its witness. The angels did not say: `we

extol You', but they meant to say: `we purify ourselves and assist those who obey

'. You, for You, or towards You

In fact, they wanted to say: if the purpose is obedience and servitude, they are

obedient; and if it is worship, they are always busy doing it; and if the purpose is the

purification of themselves or throughout the expanse of the earth, they are doing that

too. But this matter-made human is both immoral, himself, and makes mischief on the

.earth

To clarify the facts completely for the angels. He set them on trial in order that they

themselves might confess that there was a great difference between them and

.Adam

Angels on Trial

Adam, being given effective faculties by Divine favour, had an extraordinary receptive

:potential for the facts of the world of being, and as the Qur'ān says

, ..." And He taught Adam all the names " 

The commentators, from the point of view of their various styles of commentary,
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have delivered different ideas on the phrase `teaching names', but it is certain that its

aim is not that of teaching some insignificant words or meaningless `names', because

this could not be
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counted an honour for Adam. The aim is teaching the nature of these names and the

.concepts and the things that they refer to

Of course, this acknowlegement of the nature and the facts of the world of creation

and the secrets of the world of being with its different properties in different

(creatures, was a great honour for Adam.(1

It is narrated in a tradition that Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) was asked about the meaning of this

verse and he (a.s.) said: " The purpose (of names) is: lands, mountains, valleys,
riverbeds (and on the whole, all things). Then he looked at the rug under him and said

." that even that rug was among the things He taught Adam

Therefore `teaching names' has not been something like teaching words but it refers

to the philosophy and secrets of the properties and qualities of things. He taught

Adam this knowledge in order that he could use the merits and advantages of this

.world alongside the path of his development towards perfection

He (s.w.t.) also taught him the capacity of language learning and the skill of writing

with its proper application to be able to nominate objects and whenever he needs

them, instead of showing them, he merely calls their names. This is a very great

bounty of the Lord bestowed on man. We can comprehend the importance of this

subject when we observe that what modern science and human beings have is under

the shade of the existence of language and writing. All the scientific and cultural,
historical ancient records have been kept and preserved as treasures in man's written

collections generation after generation. If he could not use language and pen, it would

be impossible for him to convey the knowledge and experimental data from old

.generations to the recent nations and the coming ones

then He presented them before the angels, and said: `Tell Me the names of these if "...
'." you are right

****

But the angels, who were in lack of such knowledge, failed in that trial and could not
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:pass the divine examination successfully. So, their response to Him was such
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They said: ` Glory be to You ! Of knowledge we have naught save what You have " 
". taught us. ..." "...Surely, You (alone) are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

They said that they did not know anything regarding this matter and their question

was simply because of their lack of knowledge. They were unaware of the capacity

and wonderful power of Adam (a.s.), his God-given endowment. It was a great

privilege to him above the angels. They accepted that Adam (a.s.) really deserved to

be the vicegerent of Allah on the earth and in the world of all beings, where without

.him, the whole creation would remain incomplete

****

Then, it was Adam's turn, by the command of Allah and in the presence of angels to

speak and explain the names and secrets of beings in His creation along with the

insight to the knowledge of the realities or the latent properties or the hidden native

.endowments in each of them

 '. ..." He said: ` O Adam, tell them their names " 

And when he had told them their names, He said: `Did I not say unto you that I "...
surely know the unseen things of heavens and the earth, and (that) I know what you

 ?' " reveal and what you were hiding

Allah, having the knowledge of all the hidden things of the heavens and the earth,
knew also what the angels did hide in their imaginations, which was that they deemed

themselves more deserving of the high office of being the Deputy of Allah among His

creation. This belief of the angels made them inquire into the Divine Will about Adam's

.being the vicegerent

But when Adam (a.s.) spoke and the angels observed that surprising glory in him, they

respected Adam for the vast knowledge and immense information and worthiness

that radiated from him. Thus, it was made clear for them that it was only Adam (a.s.)
.who was apt enough to be His Deputy on the Earth

****
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Verses 34-36; Arabic and English Translation

نَیرِفاکْلا نَِم  نَاکوَ  رَبَکْتَسْاوَ  یباَ  سَیلْبِا  لاِّا  اودُجَسَفَ  مَدَلاِ  اودُجُسْا  هِکَِئلمَْلِل  انْلُق  ذِْا  34 وَ 

نَِم اـنوکُتَفَ  هَرَ  - جََّشلا هِذِ  اـبرَْقتَ ه- ـلاوَ  امُتْئـشـِ  ثُْـیحَ  اًدغـَرَ  -ا  هْـنِم ـلاکُوَ  -هَ  َّنجـَْلا -كَ  جُوْزَوَ -تَ  نْاَ -نْ  کُسـْا مُدَا  اـی  -ا  نْـلُق 35 وَ 
-نَ یمِلاظّْلا

یلِا عٌاتمَوَ  ٌّر  - قَتَسـُْم ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  -مْ  کَُلوَ ٌّودُ  ضٍْعبَِل عَ- مْکُضـُْعَب  اوطُِبهْا  انَْلُقوَ  -هِ  یف اناک  امِّم  امهُجَرَخْاَفَ  اهْنعَ  نُاـطْیَّشلا  -ا  مَهَُّلزَاَفـَ  36
نٍیح

And when We said to the angels: ` Prostrate yourselves before Adam.' They all . " 34
prostrated themselves except Iblīs; he refused and was full of pride, and so he

." became one of the infidels

And We said: ` O' Adam, dwell you and your spouse in the Garden and eat of the . " 35
plentiful therein (both of you) wherever you desire, but do not approach this tree, lest

 '." you become one of the unjust

But Satan caused them to fall therefrom, and brought them out from the state (of . " 36
felicity) in which they had been. And We said: ` Get down all of you, and be enemies

one of another, and for you on the earth will be your dwelling place and your means of

'." livelihood for a time

****
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Commentary : Verses 34-36

Adam in the Garden

In the former statements, the high rank and glory of Man was discussed. Now, in

these verses, another aspect of the subject is dealt with. At first, to call upon our

:minds, the Qur'ān says

:And when We said to the angels " 

.' Prostrate yourselves before Adam ` 

;They all prostrated themsevles except Iblīs

, ..." he refused and was full of pride

Yes, he was proud and it was for this very pride that he became one of the

:unbelievers

". and so he became one of the infidels "...

It should be noted that the above verse is the most valid piece of evidence and a vivid

witness to the magnificence and nobility of Man whom, after his being created, all the

angels were commissioned to make obeisance and pay homage to, and bow before

that splendid creation. He was really appropriate for the position of being the divine

deputy and His vicegerent on the earth. This one, who had such a high glorious rank,
that was apt to bring up, from his seed, some refined and respectful children, some of

.whom would be prophets, was worthy of such obeisance and honour

You may consider the position of an ordinary learned person who knows some

definite formulas in a branch of science, and think of how immensely we respect him.
Then, the position of Adam with all of his glory and vast knowledge about the world of

.being, is obvious

****

 : Explanations
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 ? Why did Iblis Disobey

We know that ` satan ' is a common noun that envelops both the first Satan and all

other satans. But, ` Iblīs ' is a proper noun which refers to the same one that tempted

Adam (a.s.). According to the
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verses of the Qur'ān, Iblīs was not of the same nature as the angels, but he was from

a different genus i.e. of the Jinn, of the nature of matter, who had been assembled

 : among the angels. One of the verses wherein Iblīs is spoken of as a Jinn is as follows

And when said We unto the angels: `Prostrate ye unto Adam': then they (all) " 
(. prostrated but Iblis; he was of Jinn,...", (Sura Kahf, No. 18, verse 50

His motive in this disobedience was pride and a special bigotry which had dominated

his behaviour. He imagined that he was superior to Adam (a.s.) and he should not have

been ordered to prostrate himself before him (a.s.). He thought Adam should

prostrate before him. The explanation of this idea will be discussed later, in comments

.referring to Sura Al-A`rāf, No. 7, verse 12

The cause of his blasphemy was also that he considered the wise command of Allah

rather inappropriate. He not only disobeyed practically, but also protested

theoretically. Thus, his pride and self-conceit annulled a life-time of his worshipping

 ' ! and rendered it worthless! Beware, pride has many effects of ` this kind

The phrase: "...so he became one of the infidels" shows that before this command,
too, he had changed his path from the path of angels and obeying the command of

Allah, and had had ideas resulting from pride in mind. Perhaps, he had told himself

that if the order of obeisance were given to him, he would certainly never obey it. The

phrase: "...what you conceal", in verse 33, may hint to this meaning. This idea is also

referred to in a tradition from Imam Hassan `Askarī, the eleventh Imam (a.s.), cited in
(Tafsīr-ul-Qummī.(1

****

 ? Was the Prostration for Allah or for Adam

There is no doubt that /sajdah/ or a formulated prostration with the purpose of

worshipping is deserved by none but Allah alone and the meaning of ` Unity of

Worship ' means the same: that we worship and make obeisance to none else other

', than Allah, or it will be `shirk
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i.e. associating the object with Allah). Therefore, it is beyond doubt that the infallible)
beings like the angels prostrated themselves for Allah, but it was for the creation of

such a splendid being, Adam, that they obeyed Him by prostrating. Or, if they

prostrated for Adam, their prostration was a kind of `obeisance' not an act of

.worshipping

In the book ` `Uyūn-ul-Akhbār ' by Shaykh Sạdūq, it is cited that Imam Ali-ibn-Mūsa-
r-Ridā (a.s.) said: " The angels' prostration was for the adoration of worshipping Allah,
on one side, and for the obeisance and respect of Adam (a.s.), on the other side,

(because we (Ahlul-Bait) were in his seed."(1

****

?Why was Adam and his Spouse Originally Placed in the Garden

Realization of Responsibilities

However, after that episode with Iblīs and the trial of the angels, Adam was ordered

:that he and his spouse ought to abide in Paradise

And We said: ` O' Adam, dwell you and your spouse in the " 

(Garden and eat of the plentiful therein (both of you

,wherever you desire, but do not approach this tree

 '." lest you become one of the unjust

It is understood from the verses of the Holy Qur'ān that Adam (a.s.) was created to

live on the earth, this very terrestrial globe, but, at the beginning He had temporarily

placed him (and his wife) in a beautiful and prosperous Garden, bountiful with

.blessings and free from any trouble and incommodity

This arrangement occurred, maybe, because Adam was not acquainted with the

process of living on the earth. It was difficult for him to tolerate immediately all the
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troubles therein. Therefore, at first, he was to obtain some more information about

the kind of life to expect on the earth, and hence, it stood to reason that he should

remain for a length of time in the Garden and learn the necessary skills there in order

to find out that life on earth is accompanied with accepting some responsibilities and

performing some duties whose accomplishments would bring his felicity,
development and continuity of blessings, whereas, their refusal would cause him to

.be involved with pain and hardship
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Limits of Freedom

Also, he must know that although he has been created free, this freedom is limited. He

cannot do whatever he wishes, but he must do without some of the things existing in
this world for his own good. And again, he need know that it is not so that if he does a

.wrong or an err all the doors of felicity and happiness will be closed to him

Understanding Repentance

He can return and repent and promise not to do anything against the order of Allah,
and in such a case, when his repentance is accepted, he will return to the divine

.blessings

Recognizing Friends and Enemies

Adam (a.s.) had to remain in that environment to gain some experience in order to be

able to recognize his friend and his enemy, to learn how to live on the earth. Yes,
there were a series of skills which were necessary for him to learn before stepping

onto the earth. Those were the things that both Adam (a.s.) and his children needed

for their future lives. Hence, the one who was created to be the vicegerent of Allah on

the earth might stay in the Garden, perhaps, so that some instructions could be given

.to him for his information and practical use

The following enlightening paragraph cited in Almizan upon the idea may also be

mentioned here. " It should not be overlooked that even when Allah pardoned them

(the couple) after their repentance, He did not return them to the Garden they were

sent down to the earth to live therein. If their eating of the tree, the covering of their

private parts and the life of this world were not a confirmed divine plan, and an

irrevocable predetermined decree, they would have been returned to their place in

the Garden as soon as they were forgiven for their mistake. In short, it was the divine

plan that they should spend some time in the Garden to get them prepared for the life

in this world; and their removal from the Garden, according to the causal relation
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decreed by Allah, was caused by their eating from the forbidden tree and becoming

aware of their nakedness, and this happened because they listened to the whispering

(of Satan."(1

****
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Adam found himself in a position that it was best for him to follow the instruction of

Allah about restraining from eating of the forbidden tree. The whisperer, Satan, had

sworn to be busy whispering and making Adam (a.s.) and his children stray. As some

other verses of the Qur'ān indicate, Satan assured Adam (a.s.) that if he and his wife

ate from that tree they would become angels and would live in the Garden for ever.
Satan even swore to them both that he was their sincere adviser: "...Most surely I am

(. a sincere adviser to you", (Sura Al-A`rāf, No. 7, verse 21

But Satan caused them to fall therefrom, and brought them out from the state (of " 
. ..." felicity) in which they had been

Yes, they were removed from the Garden where they had been in ease and

tranquility, far from any pain and trouble. This event took place as the direct result of

.the effect of Satan's deceit

Then the Qur'ān says: "...And We said: ` Get down all of you, and be enemies one of

another,...". In this enmity, Satan was on one side, and Adam (a.s.) and his wife were

.on the other side

and for you on the earth will be your dwelling place and "...

 '." your means of livelihood for a time

It was at this time that Adam (a.s.) realized that he had really done injustice to himself,
because he was removed from the Garden for his submission to the whispers of

Satan, and was to sojourn in a place

full of pain, toil, and trouble. True that Adam (a.s.) was a prophet and was immaculate,
but, as we will discuss later, if a prophet commits an err, Allah will react severely

towards him as if an ordinary person had committed it. It is the same for the ordinary

.people when they commit sins

****

The Heavy Forfeit Paid by Adam
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Comments by the Late Allamah Tabatabaie

The Late Allamah Tạbatabaie pointed out his point of view about this subject

:concerning Adam (a.s.) and his spouse as follows

The injustice or wrong that they had done was against their own selves; it was " 
neither a sin (as this term is used in the Sharī`ah) nor an injustice against Allah. It

shows that the prohibition was in the nature
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of advice, pointing out to them what was good for their own comfort; it did not have

the force of an ordained law. Adam and his wife did wrong to themselves, because

.their disregard for that divine advice caused their removal from the Garden

When a man commits a sin (i.e. offence, from the Sharī`ah point of view), he is given a
punishment. Then if he repents and his repentance is accepted, the punishment is

completely removed, and he is returned to his previous position as though he had not

committed the sin at all. If Adam (a.s.) and his wife were guilty of such a sin, they

should have been returned to their place in the Garden soon after their repentance

was accepted. But it was not done. It clearly shows that the prohibition did not have

the force of an ordained law; it was only advice. Even so, neglecting it had its natural

effect on both of them and they had to leave the Garden. But this removal from the

Garden was not a punishment for any sin or crime; it was the natural consequence of

(the wrong they had done against their own selves.(1

For a more detailed explanation about the subject, an expressive narration from

Ḥadrat Ridā, the eighth Imam (a.s.), mentioned in `Uyūn-ul-'Akhbār, p. 108 and 109
which is also referred to in Bihār-ul-Anwār, vol. 11, pp. 78 and 104, can be studied, as

well as another one on p. 156 from Imam Bāqir (a.s.). Muhammad Jawād Muqniyyah, in
his well-known commentary: At Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif, vol. 1, pp. 84-86 has also cited some

considerable details upon the matter. All of these references can surely be helpful in
.clarification of the meaning

****
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مُیحَّرلا بُاوَّّتلا  وَهُ  هَُّنِا  هِْیلَعَ  بَاتفَ  تٍامِلکَ  هِّبرَ  نِْم  مُدَا  یقّلَتَفَ   37

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُلاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  لافَ  يَادهُ  -عَ  بِتَ نْمَفَ  يدًهُ  یّنِم  مْکَُّنیَِتأْیَ  امّاِفَ  اعًیمجَ  اهْنِم  اوطُِبهْا  انَْلُق   38

نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُرِاّنلا  بُاحصْاَ  کَِئلوُا  انِتایاِب  اوُبَّذکَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلاوَ   39

Then Adam received (certain) words from his Lord. And He turned towards him . " 37
." (mercifully). Truly He is Oft-Pardoning, the Most Merciful

We said: ` Get you down from it, all together; until there shall come to you a . " 38
guidance from Me, for whoever follows My guidance, no fear shall be upon them, nor

 '." shall they grieve

But those who reject Faith and deny Our Signs, they are the inhabitants of the . " 39
." Fire, dwelling therein forever

Commentary : Verses 37-39

Adam's Return to Allah

After the temptation of Iblīs and the removal of Adam from the Garden, Adam

realized that he had truly done injustice to himself when he was removed from that

quiet environment full of bounties as a result of the temptation of Iblis and was placed

on the earth, a grievous environment full of toil and pain. At this time, Adam thought of

compensation for his mistake and earnestly attended to the Lord with his whole heart

.and soul, but with a great deal of regret and penitence

At the same time, the Mercy of Allah was bestowed on him with `some effective

words' by the means of which Adam repented and He accepted his repentance

:mercifully; as the Qur'ān says

. ..." Then Adam received (certain) words from his Lord " 
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(. ..." And He turned towards him (mercifully "... 

." It did happen because: "...Truly He is Oft-Pardoning, the Most Merciful

The term /taubah/ originally means: ` to return '. In the statements of the Qur'ān, it
means: `to return from sin'. This meaning is applied when it refers to a sinful person.
But, sometimes, the term is used when concerning Allah. In this case, it means ` to

return to His Mercy '; that is, the mercy which a person was deprived of because of

committing sin. When a sinful one returns to the path of obedience and worship, He

returns that Mercy to him/her, too. That is why the Lord is attributed as ` Oft-
.Returning ', too

/The True Meaning of Repentance/taubah

By the way, it should be noted that the Arabic word /taubah/, which is generally

understood as `repentance', does not imply the mere utterance of any verbal

prayers. It demands a real and active change in the behavior as well as the active

attitude of the individual towards the purity of his/her life. It demands a moral

conversion with a strong and definite determination on the part of the repenting

individual, never again to return to the mistake or the wrong that had been committed

.before

In other words, the term /taubah/ `repentance' is a word commonly used both for

Allah and His servants. When it is used for the servants of Allah, it means that ` they

have returned to their Lord ', because any sinner, in fact, has abandoned his Lord, and

.when the servant repents, he/she returns to Him

When servants fail to obey their Lord, it seems that they cause Him, also, to turn away

from them. When Allah is attributed with /taubah/, it means that He returns His Mercy

.and Favour to them

It is true that Adam, indeed, did not do any unlawful thing against the Lord, but that

very mistake was counted as ` a comparative wrong ' regarding him. Adam (a.s.)
immediately felt his condition and returned to his Lord. He repented by the means of
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the `words' he received, and his repentance was accepted. But what the nature of

 '. the `words' was will be discussed separately under the title of ` Explanation

****

Anyhow, Adam's repentance was accepted but not abstaining
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from the use of the fruit of the prohibited tree which had a potential innate effect

ultimately resulted in the form of his settlement on the earth. This consequence

:remained unchanged for the couple, as the above verses say

We said: ` Get you down from it, all together; until there shall come to you a " 
guidance from Me, for whoever follows My guidance, no fear shall be upon them, nor

 '. " shall they grieve

****

But those who reject Faith and deny Our Signs, they are the inhabitants of the Fire, " 
." dwelling therein forever

****

 : Explanation

The ` Words ' Adam (a.s.) Learnt from the Lord

Commentators have cited different ideas commenting on the quality and the meaning

.(. of the `words' that Allah taught Adam (a.s

Mere common sense suggests that what was bestowed upon Adam by the All-
Knowing, All-Merciful Lord could not have been anything of an ordinary prayer. It

must have been something very special or extraordinary which the All-Merciful

Himself bestowed upon him by means of which Adam (a.s.) or anyone could unfailingly

.invoke the Mercy of the Lord after having displeased Him

It is popularly accepted that the `words' were the same words and meanings

revealed in Sura Al-'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 23, thus: " They said: ` Our Lord! We have

wronged our own souls: if Thou forgive us not and bestow not upon us Thy Mercy, we

 '." shall certainly be lost

A group of commentators have said that the purpose of the `words' might have been

:this invocation
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O' Lord! There is no deity but You! Glory be to You,and Yours is the Praise! O' my " 
Lord! I have indeed wronged my soul! Do Thou then forgive me! For Thou art the Best

of those who forgive". Or, "...And have mercy upon me: for Thou art the Best of those

who show mercy! " Or "...And turn unto me (in Mercy); for Thou art verily the Oft-
! ". Returning, Most Merciful

.(, This idea has been cited in a tradition narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s
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(the fifth Imam. (1

Some phrases similar to the above ones have occurred in the Qur'ān. For example,
Jonah (Yūnus) (a.s.), asking Allah to forgive him, says: "...Glory to Thee: I was indeed

wrong! ", (Sura Al-'Anbiyā , No. 21, verse 87). And, about Moses (a.s.), the Qur'ān says:
"He prayed: ` O' my Lord! I have indeed wronged my soul! Do Thou then forgive me! '

(. So (Allah) forgave him...", (Sura Al-Qasạs,̣ No. 28, verse 16

Many Islamic traditions narrated from Ahlul-Bait (a.s.), such as Tafsīr-i-Durrul-
Manthūr, denote that the objective meaning of the ` words ' taught to Adam (a.s.) by

Allah was the holy names of the Holy Five; viz: the holy Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.),
his cousin and son-in-law Hadrat Ali, his daughter Fatimah, and his sons (i.e.
grandsons) Hassan and Husayn (a.s.). Adam (a.s.) relied on these `words' and asked

.Him to forgive him. Then, Allah accepted it and forgave him

These three commentaries do not contradict one another since the entirity of the

`words' might have been taught to Adam (a.s.) in order that, through their (the `

words ') reality, depth, and innate nature, he could obtained a pure perfect spiritual

change in his heart and soul totally so that Allah would shower him with His Grace and

.Guidance
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نِوُبهَرْافَ يَاّیِا  مْکُدِهْعَِب وَ  فِوُا  يدهْعَِب  اوُفوْاَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  تُمْعَْناَ  یتَّلا  یَِتمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا  لَیئارسِْا  ینَب  ای   40

O' Children of Israel, remember My blessing wherewith I blessed you, and fulfil . " 40
." My covenant and I shall fulfil your covenant, and have awe of none but Me

Commentary : Verse 40

The Remembrance of the Favours of Allah

The Remembrance of the Favours of Allah In the previous verses we learnt about the

commission of Adam's vicegerency on the earth, the respectful treatment of the

angels towards him, Iblīs's reaction of pride, and the negligence of his covenant with

Allah, and, consequently, his removal from the Garden and, thereafter, his penitence.
Through these events, this fundamental principle was made clear that: in this world,
there are two opposite forces, i.e. right and wrong, or just and unjust, which are

always at odds with each other. He who, following the temptations of Satan, chooses

the wrong path gets farther and farther away from felicity and salvation and involves

.himself in toil and pain, the fruit of which is remorse and regret

But those who, heedless of the Satanic temptations and those of vicious fellows,
choose the path of obedience of Allah will live a happy life, free from spiritual pain and

.grief

There is a close similarity between the story of Adam (a.s.) and that of the Israelites

when they were rescued from the clutches of Pharaoh before their vicegerency on

the earth, and, after that, their negligence of their solemn promise to Allah which

caused them to be involved in pain and misery. Their fate not only resembles that of

Adam's, but it can also be considered as a subdivision of that general principle. Hence,
in the above verse and several verses after that, Allah refers to some different

aspects of the lives of the Children of Israel and their lamentable end to complete with

.them the educative lesson which He started with the story of Adam's fate

,He addresses the Israelites and says: " O' Children of Israel
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remember My blessing wherewith I blessed you, and fulfil My covenant and I shall

." fulfil your covenant, and have awe of none but Me

Those three instructions (the remembrance of the great blessings of Allah, being loyal

.to His covenant, to be in awe of only Him) are, indeed, the basis of all Divine programs

The remembrance of the blessings of the Lord leads Man to the knowledge of Allah,
and provokes a sense of gratitude in him. Then, believing that those bounties are not

given unconditionally and He has taken a covenant for them, makes man aware of his

duties and responsibilities. After this, not having awe of anybody or any power in the

way of performing the Divine duties, causes Man to remove all the barriers and

obstructions from his way and fulfil faithfully his responsibilities and promises, for,
having awe of this and that, is one of the greatest obstacles on this way, especially in
the case of the Israelites who were under the control of Pharaonic goverments and,

.consequently, fear had become a part of their lives

****

 : Explanations

Jews in Medina

It is interesting that, according to what historians of the Qur'ān have cited, Sura Al-
Baqarah is the first Sura that was revealed in Medina. This Sura talks mostly about

Jews, because they were the most dominate group of the ` People of the Book ' there.
Before the advent of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), as their own religious books

indicated, they were waiting for such an advent, and used to give its glad tidings to

others. They were also in a very good economical condition at that time and, on the

.whole, they had a deep influence on the social affairs of Medina

But, with the advent of Islam, many of them not only did not accept the invitation of

Islam, but stood, hiddenly and openly, against it, because Islam hindered them from

their unlawful interests and did not let them continue their evil social projects. Now,
after the passing of more than fourteen centuries, this same hostility is still alive and
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.against Islam

It was at that time when the above verse and the verses after that were sent down

which blamed them intensively and, by mentioning the sensitive aspects of their

historical background, moved them so violently that those Jews, who had the least

sense of justice and truth-seeking, awoke and accepted Islam. Besides that, this

.admonishment was a comprehensive lesson for all the Muslim believers, too

In the discussions of the verses that will come later, we shall talk about some of the

outstanding circumstances of these people such as their rescue from the grips of

Pharaoh, the cleaving asunder of the sea and the drowning of Pharaoh and his

horsemen, the appointing place of Moses (a.s.) on Mount Sinai (Toor), the calf (of gold)
worshipped by the Israelites when Moses (a.s.) was not among them which caused

them to receive the instruction of the bloody repentence and, thereafter, the special

bounties of Allah were sent down for them, and some other events similar to these,
.each of which contains a lesson or lessons to be learnt by all

****

The Jews' Twelve Covenants with Allah

As it is understood from the verses of the Holy Qur'ān, the covenant mentioned in the

above verse is the very covenant of worshipping Allah; to treat parents, kindred,
orphans, and the needy with kindness; to have fair behaviour with people, to attend

and be steadfast in ritual prayers; to pay alms; to avoid doing grievous wrongs, and to

.avoid shedding blood

:The witness of this statement is Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2,verses 83 and 84

And (remember) when We made a covenant with the Children of " 

Israel (instructing): ` You shall not worship any but Allah; and

,you shall do) good to (your) parents)
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,and to the near of kin and to the orphans, and the needy

,and speak kind words to people, keep up the prayer

( '. and pay the poor-rates (zakāt

,Then you turned away, except a few of you
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(." and you backslide (even now

:And (remember) when We made a covenant with you " 

You shall not shed your blood, nor expel one another from your ` 

." dwellings ', then you confirmed it while you bore witness

These two verses, in fact, refer to the ten different covenants that Allah had taken

from the Jews. When we consider, and add, the two other covenants of Sura Al-
Mā'idah, No. 5, verse 12, which advises them to believe in the Divine prophets and help

them respectfully, the fact is made clear that they had given numerous covenants to

Allah for those great Divine blessings; and they had been promised by Allah to be

settled in the Gardens of Heaven under whose trees and castles streams flow, if they

:would have kept their promises, thus

Allah did aforetime take a Covenant from the Children of Israel,... and Allah said: `I " 
am with you: if ye (but) establish regular Prayers, practise regular Charity, believe in
My apostles, honour and assist them,... And admit you to Gardens with rivers flowing

,..." beneath

But, unfortunately, inspite of the long expectations of the Jews based upon the

prophecies in their sacred scriptures, they, finally, observed none of those promises

and they continued their most vehement and the most torturous opposition and

persecution against Islam and Muslims not only at the advent of Islam but they have

also been continuing it until the present time. The fruit of their evil actions was that

they became vagrant, and this condition will always be seen in their lives till the time

when they will be destroyed. If we see that, with the support of this or that, they

flourish in their authorative existence for a short length of time, it cannot be counted a
real reason for their final victory. We know it well that one day the true followers of

Islam, free from any tribal or racial adherences, and only under the light of the Holy

.Qur'ān, will rise and put an end to all these vanities

****
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!Allah will Fulfil His Covenant, too

The bounties of Allah have never been given unconditionally and every blessing is

.accompanied by a responsibility or responsibilities

A tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) says that the objective meaning
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of the phrase: `I shall fulfil your covenant', mentioned in this verse, is that Allah will

(fulfil His covenant in admitting them into Heaven.(1

It is not surprising that, in this tradition, the belief in the mastership of Hadrat Ali (a.s.)
is mentioned as a part of this covenant, because one of the items of the covenant of

the Children of Israel was the acceptance of the prophecy of the Divine Apostles and

the assisting of them. And it is evident that the acceptance of their vicegerents is also

a part of the acceptance of that leadership and mastership, which should be

established at any time appropriate with that age. At the time of Moses (a.s.), it was he

who held that position; and at the time of Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), he did, and

.thereafter Hadrat Ali (a.s.) continued it

By the way, the phrase: "... and have awe of none but Me", referring to an awe of His

punishment because of their disobedience of His command, is an emphasis on this

subject that, in fulfilling their covenant with Allah, they should fear of no one and no

.circumstance

****

 ? Why are Jews Called the Children of Israel

Israel' was one of the titles of Jacob, Yūsuf's (Joseph) father. Both the well-known`

commentators ` Tạbarsī ' in his book: `Majma`ul-Bayān ' (vol. 1, p. 92), and Shaykh-
ut-Tạ̄'ifah the Late Tọosī in his commentary book entitled: ` at-Tibyān Fī Tafsīr-il-
Qur'ān ' (vol. 1, p. 180) have expressed: "Israel is the same as Jacob, the son of Issac

(Ishāq) the son of Abraham (a.s.)...". These two great commentators believe that the

word /isrā'īl/ is a combination of the term `Isr', /`abd/, with the meaning of `servant'

'. and ` 'il ' with the meaning of `Allah

.Then, the word means `the servant of Allah'; and it is a `Hebraic' word
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نِوقَُّتافَ يَاّیِا  لاًیلقَ وَ  انًمََث  یتایاِب  اورُتَشْتَ  لاوَ  هِب  رٍِفاک  لََّواَ  اوُنوکُتَ  لاوَ  مْکُعَمَ  امِل  اقًِّدصَُم  تُْلزَْناَ  امِب  اوُنِما  41 وَ 

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْناَ  َّقحَْلا وَ  اومُُتکْتَوَ  لِطِا  - بْلاِب َّقحَْلا  اوسُِبْلتَ  42 وَ لا 

نَیعکِاَّرلا عَمَ  اوعُکَرْاوَ  هَوکَّزلا  اوُتا  هَولَّصلا وَ  اومُیقاَوَ   43

And believe in what I have revealed (the Qur'ān), confirming that (Scripture) . " 41
which is with you, and be not the first to reject Faith therein, and sell not My Signs for

." a miserable price; and be in awe of none but Me

And confound not the truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth while you know . " 42
(." (it

And keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates (zakāt), and bow down in prayer . " 43
(." with those who bow down (in congregation

Commentary : Verses 41-43

The Lord commands the Jews that they should believe in His revelation, the Qur'ān,
and accept it because the acceptance of the Qur'ān is just the same as the

:acceptance of the Turah

And believe in what I have revealed (the Qur'ān) confirming that (Scripture) which is " 
,..." with you

This statement indicates that the Turah, in which they believe, itself has pointed out

the glad tidings of the advent of the promised Prophet, Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.),
and the revelation of the Holy Qur'ān. Thus, the requisite belief in the content of the

.Turah is belief in the Qur'ān

,..." and be not the first to reject Faith therein "...

The verse addresses the Jews and says that those people, who are of the " People of

the Book " and among whom there are scholars and learned men who believe in God

and have accepted the Divine prophets, should not be the first group to reject the

Qur'ān and deny its

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 444 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p:165

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 445 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


rightfulness. When their scholars do not accept the truth, many others also follow

.them and reject it

;..." and sell not My Signs for a miserable price "...

Some authentic narrations denote that many of the scholars and Rabbis of the Jews

used to sell the verses and some features of Hadrat Muhammad, the promised

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), mentioned in the Scripture of old, the Turah, to some of the rich

Jews at that time and perverted the verses of the Turah in exchange for taking

money from them. Here, Allah scorns them and forbids them from doing this

abominable action and directs them not to corrupt the Scripture for that little sum of

money. The money they used to take was, of course, a large sum, but, in comparison

with what they committed, it was very little. Allah's Signs are worth more than all their

paltry considerations, and changing and perverting those Divine Signs is a very great

sin so that gold and silver, howsoever much they may be, or even high social

:positions, seem naught in comparison with it. So, He says

." and be in awe of none but Me "... 

****

And confound not the truth with falsehood, nor conceal the truth while you know " 
(." (it

This verse provides another emphasis on the above meaning. The Jewish scholars

are told, here, not to mix up the truth with falsehood by perverting the verses of the

Turah and hiding its revelations about the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), when they are

supposed to make them manifest, because they recognize them and, in connection to

.this, know the difference between right and wrong very well

And keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates (zakāt), and bow down in prayer " 
(." with those who bow down (in congregation

In Islam, next to the belief in Allah, His Messenger, and the Resurrection, prayer and

alms (zakāt) are the two essential pillars of Faith without which the establishment and
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.endurance of Faith is impossible

Prayer and poor-rates, as well as observing their proper times, are
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strictly and repeatedly emphasized in the concerning verses of the Holy Qur'ān and

Islamic traditions and narrations. The excellence and importance of prayers are

briefly pointed out in commenting on verse 3, the current Sura on pages 80-83 in this

.volume

 : Explanation

Islam, the Means of discipline and training

Islam, as a religion, has revealed information with the perfection necessary to train

mankind and to discipline the human race and to enable them to raise themselves

from the depths of material degradation to the unlimited elevation of spiritual glory in
order to qualify each individual as an adherent, as much as he or she personally

desires, to rise towards the divinity in store for every sincere seeker of it. The curbing

of the physical desires of a human being is sure to have the natural consequence of

sublimating it by the resulting moral effect on the mind which can gradually put it well

on the way to receiving the enlightenment of the higher meanings of life. A certain

degree of piety and devotion is essential for a human being to be initiated into the

realm of spiritual bliss. All the previous religions, particularly the creed of the Jews and

the Christians, were limited to some extreme systems of optional ascetic hermitage of

extremes which did not agree with the natural demands of the social life of the

people. The imposition of such extremes, with the freedom to do it or not, could help

only a few to follow the order, discarding completely their worthy life but the bulk of

.the people had sunk deep into hypocritical observances and practices

Islam, as a practical and fully regulated religion, bases its foundation first on humbling

the ego of man by making him conscious about his relation to his Creator and thus

making him yield to the Lord, his God, in complete submission to Him by worshipping

in a way suiting his humble position. By this, Islam brings man in the presence of his

.Lord

The purpose of Prayer

The first cardinal doctrine or ordinance of Islam is `sạlāt' or ` prayers ' which
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develops in a human being the appropriate feeling in relation to God and puts the

.individual in direct contact with the great qualities of the Absolute Divinity

****
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نَوُلقِْعتَ لافَاَ  بَاتکِْلا  نَوُلْتتَ  مُْتْناَ  مْکُسَفُْناَ وَ  نَوْسَْنتَ  ِّرِبْلاِب وَ  سَاّنلا  نَورُُمأْتَاَ   44

Do you enjoin righteousness upon people while you forget your own selves (to . " 44
? " practice it)? And you read the Scripture? Have you then no sense

Commentary : Verse 44

This verse is apparently addressing and scorning the scholars of the Jews who,
before the Divine invitation of Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), recommended people to

embrace Islam. They enjoined them to pay charity and favour each other, but they

did not do these good deeds themselves. They did not accept Islam in order to

.continue their mastership, nor pay charity lest they might become poor

But, the verse, in fact, addresses and admonishes all those who habitually

.recommend others to piety and neglect their own souls

Do you enjoin righteousness upon people while you forget your own selves (to " 
(? ..." practice it

It is not logical that a person enjoins his fellow men to help others and work

righteousness but, he himself does not observe it. That is why, at the end of the verse,
:it says

? " And you read the Scripture? Have you then no sense "... 

It inquires, how you do not understand that you should enjoin righteousness on

yourselves first and do accordingly to be as an example, then expect others to obey

you and receive your recommendation, with their whole hearts. Experience has

proved that words which are uttered only by the tongue, as simple statements,
physically strike the ears and perish. But reasonable speech that arises from the soul

.and reality, settles in souls firmly and affects hearts deeply

****
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نَیعشِاخْلا یلَعَ  لاِّا  هٌرَیبکََل  اهَّنِاوَ  هِولَّصلاوَ  رِْبَّصلاِب  اوُنیعتَسْاوَ   45

نَوعُجِار هِْیَلِا  مْهَُّناَ  مْهِِّبرَ وَ  اوُقلاُم  مْهَُّناَ  نَوُّنظُیَ  نَیذَّلاَ   46

And seek you help (from Allah) through patience and prayer; and most surely it is . " 45
," a hard thing, save upon the humble

Those who bear in mind the certainty that they will meet their Lord and that verily . " 46
." unto Him shall they return

Commentary : Verses 45-46

Point

To enable Man to overcome his latent low desires and to clean his mind from the love

:of position and rank, the Qur'ān says

And seek you help (from Allah) through patience and prayer; and most surely it is a " 
," hard thing, save upon the humble

How to Overcome Difficulties

.To overcome difficulties and solve problems demands two fundamental principles

Patience and Prayer

The first principle is a strong inner will, and the second one is a firm outward refuge.
These two principles are referred to in the above verse as ` patience ' and ` prayer '.
Patience, here, has been rendered into ` fasting ' and ` perseverance ' during

difficulties while prayer is a connection with Allah and a means of communication with

.this Helpful Refuge

About the term /sạbr/ ` patience ', one of the commentary books (1) says that it is a
natural phenomena well-known to every enlightened one that bodily mortification is
to some extent necessary in disciplining the human ego accommodated in the

physical framework, to lighten it by liberating it from the clutches of the desires and
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passions of the material world otherwise it would sink deeply into its own devious

personal
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interest. This is essential to elevate it unto the heights of the spiritual realms. A

religion merely consisting of some mere formal rituals and the offering of chanting or

the recitation of some verbal prayers or charms without the demand on the individual

for the practical control of the animal-self in him can hardly be worth anything. The

truth endowed or the spiritual strength one gets through overcoming his selfish

passions, is by itself a very vast subject to be dealt with in the brief notes meant to

explain the particular aspects of the wordings of the Divine verses here. However, an

Islamic tradition says that Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) was once asked about the meaning of the

word /sạbr/ `patience ', mentioned in this verse, when he said: " Patience means

(fasting." (1

Again, commenting on this verse, the leading commentators have cited that

whenever any difficulty confronted the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), he used to resort to

(` fasting ' and ` prayers ' to be helped with. (2) Also, Hadrat Ali (a.s.) did the same.(3

It is also narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who has said: " It does not matter that when

one of you is involved in a grief out of the griefs of the world, you would make ablution

and enter a mosque. Then, you would recite a prayer and offer a petition therein to

Allah, because I know He has commanded: ` And seek you help (from Allah) through

(patience and prayer'."(4

Yes, verily prayer connects Man to an everlasting Power, to Allah, for Whom all the

hard problems and complicated difficulties are easy. This very feeling causes man to

.be calm, powerful, and steadfast against misadventures

And with prayer, what else can ever be imaginably more effective or successful than

any individual in his helplessness approaching the All-Merciful, Almighty through

 ? prayers for help

****

In the verse following the above one, the Holy Qur'ān introduces the humble ones,
 : thus
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Those who bear in mind the certainty that they will meet their Lord and that verily " 
." unto Him shall they return

So, it is narrated from Amir-ul Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) who has said that one of the

characteristics of the humble ones who are the same as the believers, is knowledge

(and certainty about their meeting with Allah which will take place in the Hereafter. (1

 ' ? What is ` Meeting with Allah

The idea of ` meeting with Allah ' has been mentioned repeatedly in the Qur'ān where

it totally means ` Presence in the Hereafter '. It is obvious that the purpose of `

meeting with the Lord ' is not a physical meeting like the meeting of people with each

other face to face. We also know that Allah is not a bodily substance to have colour or

place, or to be seen with the eyes. Then, as some commentators have said, the

purpose of the phrase may be the observation of the effects of His Power in the scene

.of the Hereafter, such as: His bounties, rewards, and punishments

Or, it means an esoteric intuition in the heart or soul, because, sometimes, Man

reaches a point that he sees the Lord in front of him by his heart's eye, and in that

.case no doubt will continue for him

This state may come to being for some people in this world as a result of piety,
worship, and purification of the carnal soul. The following explanation, cited in Nahjul

:Balāqah, attests to the idea

One of the companions of Amir-ul Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.), Di`lib al-Yamānī, who was a

learned man, once asked him (a.s.) whether Ali (a.s.) had seen Allah, his Lord, when he

(a.s.) replied: " Do I worship the One Whom I have not seen? " Then the man asked

him to explain it more and Ali (a.s.) added: " Eyes do not see Him face to face, but

(hearts (souls) perceive Him through the (light of) realities of Faith. ..."(2

However, in the Hereafter, all human beings will attain this esoteric intuition, since,
therein, the effects of the Glory and Power of Allah will be so manifested that none

.can deny them, and all will have a decisive Faith in everything
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نَیمَلاعْلا یلَعَ  مْکُُتْلَّضفَ  یّناَ  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  تُمْعَْناَ  یتَّلا  یَِتمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا  لَیئارسِْا  ینَب  ای   47

نَورُصَْنُی مْهُلاوَ  لٌدْعَ  اهْنِم  ذُخَؤُْی  لاوَ  هٌعَافشَ  اهْنِم  لُبَْقُی  لاوَ  ائًْیشَ  سٍْفَن  نْعَ  سٌْفَن  يزجْتَ  امًوْیَ لا  اوقَُّتاوَ   48

O' Children of Israel, call to mind My favour which I bestowed on you, and that I . " 47
(." made you excel the nations (of that time

And guard yourselves against a day when no one in the least shall avail another, . " 48
nor shall intercession be accepted from any one, nor shall any ransom be taken from

(." any one, nor shall they be helped (from outside

Commentary : Verses 47-48

The Vain Imaginations of the Jews

In these verses, again, the Lord addresses the Children of Israel and reminds them of

:His bounties bestowed on them, thus

, ..." O' Children of Israel, call to mind My favours which I bestowed on you " 

These bounties were numerous consisting of Faith, Divine Guidance and their rescue

from the grips of pharaohs which led them to regaining their splendour and

.independence

Then, among these bounties He has pointed out the bounty of their being made to

excel the nations of their time which in itself is a combination of different bounties. He

(." continues and says: "... and that I made you excel the nations (of that time

Some may think that the objective meaning of the phrase, " I made you excel the

.nations ", is that He has made them excel the nations all over the world and for ever

But, regarding other verses, the Qur'ān makes it clear that the application of the

address ` you ' is meant for those immediately present
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at that time and in their own locality, because in another occurrence the Qur'ān,
addressing Muslims, says: " You are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, ..."

(. (Sura 'Āli-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 110

Another verse about the Israelites says: " And We made a people, considered weak

(and of no account), inheritors of lands in both East and West ...", (Sura Al-'A`rāf, No. 7,
verse 137). It is obvious that the Children of Israel did not inherit the world entirely at

that time. So, it means that they inherited the east and the west of their own region.
Therefore, their preference to other nations means preference to the other nations in

.their environment at that time

****

The Qur'ān rejects the vain considerations of the Jews. They thought that, on the Day

of Judgement, their forefathers and ancestors, who were prophets of Allah, would

make intercession for them; or they imagined that on that Day those prophets could

give ransom for their sins the same as some of their people employ bribery in this

.world

:The Qur'ān says

And guard yourselves against a day when no one in the least shall " 

 ..." avail another

..." nor shall intercession be accepted from any one "... 

, ..." nor shall any ransom be taken from any one "... 

(." nor shall they be helped (from outside "... 

In brief, the ` Judge ' on that Day is He Who accepts, from the servants, only pure

good actions done with true belief, as the Qur'ān says about it: " The Day whenon

neither wealth nor sons will avail," " But only he (will prosper) that brings to Allah a

(. sound heart ", (Sura Shu`arā, No. 26, verses 88 and 89
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The verse under discussion, in fact, is a hint to this reality that, in this world, saving a
sinful person from punishment by applying all possible means is an ordinary custom.
Sometimes someone undertakes the payment of another person's compensation and

pays it. If this way fails, intercession may be resorted to and some respectable

personalities who have power and influence may be brought forward to intercede for

him. If intercession does not avail either, the person tries to save
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himself by paying for the fine. And, if this, too, provides no results, he asks his friends

and fellow men to help him somehow, so that he can escape from the grips of

.punishment

There are different ways of fleeing from punishment in this world, but the Qur'ān says

that the chastisements in the Hereafter are completely different from those in this

world and none of these behaviours are acceptable there. The only way of rescue is
to refuge under the shade of Faith and righteousness, and to ask help from Allah, the

.Merciful

:Supplication

O' Lord, the Creator, the Cherisher! We humbly ask You to guide us so that, at the end,
." You will be pleased with us and we can be prosperous

Intercession in the Qur'ān and Traditions

The term /ŝafā`at/ ` intercession ', with all its derivations, has occurred about thirty

.times in the Qur'ān. This status shows the depth of the importance of the matter

Undoubtedly, the punishments of the Lord, whether in this world or in the next, are

not for revenging at all, but they are, in fact, to warrant the obedience of the Divine

ordinances and, consequently, the development and progress of men. Therefore,
everything that weakens this security should be avoided in order that people would

.be less likely to commit sin and vice

On the other hand, the way of repentance and return to righteousness and

improvement should not be completely closed to the sinners. They must have the

opportunity and possibility of improving themselves which results in piety and

.returning to the path of Allah

Thus, intercession means that, on the Day of Judgement, prophets, saints, and some

special righteous ones will intercede with Allah's permission for those who have not

cut their tie of Faith with Allah and preserved their spiritual relationship with Him and

.His Messengers
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In other words, intercession, in its proper meaning, exists for the preserving of this

equilibrium. It is a means for the sinners and the wrong-doers to return from their

.present way to the path of obedience and servitude

We may emphasize that the doctrine of intercession is quite natural, reasonable and

logical. It is a natural, just, and merciful classification of souls according to the natural

affinity and the bonds of love and sincere attachment which existed between the

individual and the faithful servants of Allah, viz. the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the holy

Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) whose purity of spirit, flawlessness of conduct and character, selfless

services and matchless sacrifices for the cause of truth, are universal factors and

whose goodliness is unreservedly acknowledged by the Muslims and even by the

.non-Muslims as well

However, as it was mentioned before, there are numerous verses in the Qur'ān

concerning ` intercession '. To understand these verses completely and correctly, all

of them should be studied carefully and considered as a whole to follow the unity of

.purpose they are meant for

It is absolutely wrong that for proving our claim we take only one verse from amongst

the numerous verses on intercession and neglect the others. The errs that have come

into being upon the subject of intercession, as well as upon some other rational

subjects, are the effect of such wrong and imperfect investigations. This method, in
which we take a single verse and refuse or neglect other verses that can be

elucidative and frames of reference for that particular verse, is far from the right

.manner of researching

Then, firstly, besides all the other arguments of the various expositions on the validity

of intercession based upon the other verses of the Qur'ān, as was mentioned

formerly, and with further assurance by the traditions of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it
is a natural and logical conclusion, beyond all doubt, that on the Day of Judgement

intercession cannot be but an undeniable fact. That is, Allah's regard for His holy and

.faithful servants is accepted as a natural and logical necessary factor

Secondly, it is certain that the Holy Qur'ān in many places, some of which are
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mentioned below, asserts the effectiveness of intercession under some conditions, on

the Day of Judgement, when those
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:authorized by the Lord shall have the right to do it. The Qur'ān says

On that Day shall no intercession avail except for those for whom permission has " 
been granted by (Allah) Most Gracious and whose word is acceptable to Him ", (Sura

(. Tạ̄hā, No. 20, verse 109

No intercession can avail in His Presence, except for those for whom He has granted " 
(. permission...", (Sura Sabā, No. 34, verse 23

And those whom they invoke besides Allah have no power of intercession; only he " 
who bears witness to the Truth, and they know (him)", (Sura Az-Zukhruf, No. 43, verse

(. 86

For further elucidation on the doctrine of intercession some of the verses which can

.also be referred to are: 26: 100, 2: 123 and 255, 74: 48, 21: 28, and 19: 87

In the authentic literature of Muslims,both the Sunnite and Shī`ah schools, through

some Islamic narrations, there are many implications to the existence of `

intercession ' in the Hearafter which are presented as explanatory statements for the

.aforementioned verses on intercession

Some of these books are: Bihār-ul-Anwār, Majma`-ul-Bayān, Tafsīr-i-Almīzān, At-
Tibyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān, Al-Burhān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān, Al-Khisạ̄l by Shaykh Sạdūq,
Usūl-i-Kāfī, Sunan-i-Ibn-Mājih, Musnad-i-Ahṃad, Muwatta'-i-Mālik, Sunan-i-

, ... Tarmazī, Sunan-i-Dārmī, Sạhị̄h-̣i-Muslim, Sạhịh-̣i-Bukhārī

Out of the many traditions and narrations cited in the above mentioned books, a few

:of them have been chosen here

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said: " I will be the first one who intercedes and the . 1
(first one whose intercession will be accepted (by Allah)." (1

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) said: "...We will intercede and those who love (and follow) us will do . 2
(so, too. ..."(2

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) also said: "...I have been bestowed on (five privileges: the . 3
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first is) ` intercession ' which I have kept for my followers(Ummah). Intercession is

((permitted) for the one who associates no partner with Allah ..."(3

Again, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has said: "...The most . 4
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prosperous people by my intercession on the Day of Judgement will be those who

have sincerely said from their deep hearts (souls): there is no god except Allah (i.e.
(sincerely believe in Allah)."(1

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has also said: " My intercession is for all (true) . 5
(Muslims."(2

Firdous-ud-Diylamī, Abūhurayrah, narrates from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who has . 6
said: " The intercessors (in the Hereafter) are five: the Qur'ān, relationships, trust,

(your Messenger, and the people of the house (Ahlul-Bait) of your prophet."(3

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) is narrated to have said: " There is none of (the people of) ancient . 7
times and (those of) the later times but needs Muhammad's intercession (p.b.u.h.) on

(the Day of Judgement. "(4

In Usūl-i-Kāfī, it is also cited that Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) has said in a tradition: " He who . 8
wishes to enjoy of intercession by the intercessors with Allah, should try to gain His

(pleasure." (5

We hope that Allah, the Merciful, may bestow the success of obedience and servitude

on His path upon all of us and may He save us from any err and sin in our deeds. May

He deprive us not of the intercession of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Ahlul-Bait (a.s.)
 ! on the Day of Reckoning. Amin, O' Lord of the Worlds

****
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مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  ءٌلاَب  مْکُِلذ  یف  -مْ وَ  كُءَاسِن نَو  - یُحْتَسـْیَ مْکُءَانْباَ وَ  نَو  - حُِّبذَُـی بِاذعـَْلا  ءَوسُ  مْکَُنوُموسُیَ  نَوْعَرِْف  لِا  نِْم  مْکُاـنْیَّجَن  ذِْاوَ   49
مٌیظعَ

And (remember) when We delivered you from the people of Pharaoh who had . " 49
afflicted you with evil torment, slaughtering your sons and sparing your women-folk,

." and in that was a great trial from your Lord

Commentary : Verse 49

The Greatest Bounty Bestowed on the Children of Isreal

In this verse, the Qur'ān points to another great bounty out of the bounties He

bestowed on the Children of Israel. This favour is the bounty of deliverance from the

grips of those transgressors. This is the greatest bounty amongst the bounties of

:Allah on them and He reminds them, saying

..." And (remember) when We delivered you from the people of Pharaoh " 

, ..." who had afflicted you with evil torment " ...

, ..." slaughtering your sons and sparing your women-folk " ...

.They let your women-folk live as maid-servants and serve hard for them

." and in that was a great trial from your Lord "...

To illustrate the torments of Pharaoh upon the Israelites, the Qur'ān has particularly

applied the term /yasūmūna/ in the future tense of the verb, which, in Arabic, indicates

the duration and continuity of that evil torment. Thus, they saw for themselves that

their innocent sons were slaughtered before their eyes and their daughters were

taken away from them to serve in the Egyptians' houses as maid-servants. That

conduct caused them to tolerate and experience torture permanently, too. They were

considered as servants, workers, and slaves of the Coptic people in Egypt and of the

.men of Pharaoh

It is a matter of importance that the Qur'ān counts this event as a great and grievous
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trial for the Children of Israel and, of course, bearing all those bitter harsh afflictions

.had been a hard tremendous trial
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It is also probable that the term /balā'/ ` trial ', here, has been used with the meaning

of ` punishment '. The reason is that before that event, Israelites had been enjoying

an abundancy of bounties with great power and authority. But they became

.ungrateful and the Lord punished them

Anyhow, the day when the Children of Israel were delivered from the tyrannical

clutches of the Egyptian monarch, the Pharaoh, was a very important historical day in
.their lives on which the Holy Qur'ān has emphasized repeatedly

Slavery of Females, Past and Present

In the history of the Israelites, their bondage in Egypt was indeed a tremendous trial

for them. Even the Egyptians' wish to spare the lives of the Israelites' females when

the males were slaughtered, as the Qur'ān declares, added to their bitterness. So,
.their rescue from that cruelty was really counted as a bounty

It seems that the Qur'ān intends to warn all human beings that they should try to

.obtain their rightful freedom however hard it may be, and protect it

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) has pointed out this matter in one of his sermons: "...Real death is in
(the life of subjugation while real life is in dying in the way of freedom..."(1

But the modern world is different from that of the ancient in this manner. At that time,
for example, Pharaoh, through his peculiar cruelty, slaughtered the men and the sons

of the people who were his enemies and let their females remain alive to serve

Egyptians. While, today, in this modern world, the spirit of manhood among males is
often slaughtered under some other circumstances, and their females are mostly

made slaves for the lustful pleasure of a group of filthy men. Sometimes, the

Pharaohs of the Age have pity upon neither men nor women; neither sons nor

daughters; neither adults nor infants. They have verified this statement in the

massacres they have committed in some Islamic and non-Islamic countries by using

chemical bombs and
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the likes of them. Their actions are often even worst than what the Pharaohs of Egypt

.used to do

Now, why did Pharaoh decide to kill the Israeli boys and let their women-folk live ?

Some of the commentators believe that the reason for that murderous decision was

the dream that Pharaoh dreamed. A more appropriate answer to this question will be

discussed when commenting on Sura Al-Qasạs ̣No. 28, verse 4. Therein, you will come

to know that the reason for that murder was not only Pharaoh's dream, but he and his

clique also stood in awe of the increasing number of the Children of Israel and that

they might become powerful and destroy the government of Pharaoh. This factor

.helped them make that hostile decision

Some details about the miserable lot of the Israelites under the bondage of Pharaoh

and how they were rescued, are also explained in Exodus the opening chapter of the

.Bible i.e. Chapter 1

****
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نَورُظُْنتَ مُْتْناَوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  لَا  انْقرَغْاَ  مْکُانْیجَْناَفَ وَ  رَحْبَْلا  مُکُِب  انْقرَفَ  ذِْا  50 وَ 

And (remember) when We divided the sea for you, and delivered you and . " 50
." drowned Pharaoh's people while you were looking on

Commentary : Verse 50

 ! The Rescue from Pharaoh

Point

In the previous verse the miraculous rescue of the Israelites from the tyrannical grips

of the Egyptian monarch, the Pharaoh, was briefly pointed out. The present verse is,
in fact, an explanatory statement of that rescue, which itself is a sign of the great

:bounties of Allah upon the Children of Israel. It says

, ..." And (remember) when We divided the sea for you " 

and delivered you and drowned Pharaoh's people while "...

." you were looking on

The incident of the drowning of Pharaoh and his horsemen in the sea, and the rescue

of the children of Israel from their cruel clutches is expressed in several Suras of the

Qur'ān, including: Sura Al-'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 136 - Sura Al-'Anfāl, No. 8, verse 54 - Sura

Al-'Asrā', No. 17, verse 103- Sura Ash-Shu`arā', No. 26, verses 63 and 66 - Sura Az-
.Zukhruf, No. 43, verse 55- and Sura Ad-Dukhān, No. 44, verses from 17 on

More or less all the details of that happening are stated in the above Suras, but by the

verse under discussion the story is hinted at only from the point of the favour and

grace of Allah upon the Children of Israel in order to attract them to the invitation of

.Islam, the new religion of salvation, and to invoke them to accept it

As you will read the explanation of this subject in detail through the aforementioned

Suras, Moses (a.s.), after a long time of preaching and inviting Pharaoh and his people
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to the Divine Faith and showing them numerous miracles and receiving no positive

response from them, was commissioned that he and the Children of Israel move from

Egypt
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was commissioned that he and the Children of Israel move from Egypt at midnight.
But when he reached the seashore, he realized that Pharaoh and his horsemen were

.closely pursuing them. The Israelites were terribly afraid

They had the frightful sea in front of them and at their heels the forceful army of the

Pharaoh, whom they could not challenge, threatened them. At that time Moses (a.s.)
was commanded to strike the water of the sea with his Rod and he obeyed. Then

several dry paths appeared in the sea on which Moses (a.s.) and his people passed.
When they crossed the sea from between the walls of water and arrived on the other

side of the sea safely, Pharaoh and his army, who were following them, entered the

same paths. They reached the midst of the sea when the walls of water came

together and all of them drowned. Their corpses were floating over the sea water as

the Children of Israel were watching them and witnessing how helpless their enemies

.were in front of their eyes

That terrible anxiety and the horrible fear they had compared with this miraculous

rescue both deserved to be contemplated, and demanded that they express

.thanksgiving to Allah

In this manner, the Qur'ān tells the Jews that Allah has granted them His Mercy so

that they could rid themselves of that anxiety and awe; then why do they repudiate

?the Prophet of Islam, Allah's Messenger, and do not accept Islam

By the way, this verse teaches the human race to rely on Allah and trust in that

everlasting Power in their lives. They ought to try hard and not stop in their

endeavours and seek His help, because He helps them even in their most grievous

.moments

Detailed Account from the Bible

.A detailed story of this miraculous event is given in the Bible, Exodus; Chapter 14

,And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying . 1
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Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, . 2
between Migdol and the sea, over against Baal-zephon: before it shall ye encamp by

.the sea

For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the . 3
.wilderness hath shut them in

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and will be . 4
honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that
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.the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh and . 5
of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done this

 ? that we have let Israel go from serving us

.And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him . 6

And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt and captains . 7
.over every one of them

And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and he pursued after . 8
.the children of Israel and the children of Israel went out with an high hand

But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and . 9
his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pi-

.hahiroth, before Baal-zephon

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, . 10
behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the

.children of Israel cried out unto the LORD

And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken . 11
us away to die in the wilderness wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us

 ? forth out of Egypt

Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may . 12
serve the Egyptians ? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that

.we should die in the wilderness

And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of . 13
the LORD, which he will show to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen

.today, ye shall see them again no more for ever

.The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace . 14
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And the LORD said unto Moses: Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak unto the . 15
.children of Israel, that they go forward

But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and . 16
.the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea

And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they . 17
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shall follow them: and I will get honour upon Pharaoh, upon all his host, upon his

.chariots and upon his horsemen

And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten honour upon . 18
.Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen

And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went . 19
behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind

:them

And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was . 20
a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one came

.not near the other all the night

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to . 21
go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the

.waters were divided

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and . 22
.the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand and on their left

And the Egyptians pursued and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even all . 23
.Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen

And it came to pass that in the morning watch the LORD looked unto the host of . 24
the Egyptians through the pillar of the fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of

.the Egyptians

And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the . 25
Egyptians said, let us flee from the face of Israel: for the LORD fighteth for them

.against the Egyptians

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the waters . 26
.may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and upon their horsemen

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea and the sea returned to his . 27
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strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the

.LORD over-threw the Egyptians in the midst of the sea

And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the . 28
host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as

.one of them
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But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the . 29
.waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel . 30
.saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore

And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the . 31
.people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses

****

The above text is exactly narrated from the Bible, published in London by the British

and Foreign Bible Society, 146 Queen Victoria Street. Then, if some signs and

punctuations are not the same as those used in the present style of English writing, it
should not be taken as being wrong or misused, but it is because of the method of

writing in the original English translated Bible that we observed carefully, without

.making any changes in the text. The case is also true for page 190 in this book

****
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نَومُِلاظ مُْتْناَوَ  هدِْعَب  نِْم  لَجْعِْلا  مُُتذْخََّتا  َّمُث  هًلَْیَل  نَیعَبرْاَ  یسوُم  اندْعَاو  ذِْا  51 وَ 

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  کَِلذ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مْکُْنعَ  انوْفَعَ  َّمُث   52

نَودُ - تَهْتَ -مْ  کَُّلعََل نَا  - قرْ - فُْلاوَ بَا  - تکِْلا -ي  سَوُم -ا  نْیتَا ذِْاوَ   53

رٌْیخَ مْکُِلذ   ْ مْکُسَفُْناَ او  - لُُتْقافَ -مْ  کُِئرِاب -ي  لِا او  - بُو - تُفَ لَجْعِْلا  مُکُذِاخِّتاِب  مْکُسَفُْناَ  مُْتمْلَظَ  مْکَُّنِا  مِوْقَ  ای  هِموْقَِل  یسوُم  لَاق  ذِْا  54 وِ 
مُیحَّرْلا بُاوَّّتْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنِا  مْکُْیلَعَ  بَاتفَ  مْکُِئرِاب  دَْنعِ  -مْ  کَُل

And (remember) when We appointed forty nights for Moses, and you then took . " 51
(." the Calf (for worship) after him, and you were unjust (to yourselves

." Then We pardoned you after that in order that you might be thankful . " 52

And (remember) when We gave Moses the Book as a Criterion(between right and . " 53
(." wrong) so that you might be guided (aright

And (remember) when Moses said to his people: ` O' my people, you have indeed . " 54
wronged yourselves by worshipping the Calf; so turn (in repentance) to your Creator

and slay yourselves (the wrong doers), that will be better for you with your Creator'.
Then, He turned towards you (mercifully). Truly, He is the Oft-Pardoning, the Most

." Merciful

Commentary : Verses 51-54

The Israelites' Greatest Deviation

In these four verses, the Qur'ān refers to another episode in the adventurous history

.of the Children of Israel and reminds the Jews of some shaking events of theirs

These verses speak of their greatest deviation throughout the
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history of their lives which was their aberration from the path of monotheism to the

worshipping of the calf. The Qur'ān warns them that they had gone astray once in

their history because of the temptations of the mischief makers. Now they should

beware not to repeat that mistake. They should be attentive that the way of pure

.monotheism, viz. the way of Islam and the Qur'ān, is open to them

 : They must not detach from it. First the verse says

, ..." And (remember) when We appointed forty nights for Moses " 

When he (Moses) departed from you and his thirty night appointment delayed for

forty nights, "...and you then took the Calf (for worship) after him, and you were unjust

." to yourselves

This event will be scrutinized when commenting on Sura Al-'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 142 and

.Sura Tāhā, No. 20, verses 86 on

:The story in brief is as follows

After the deliverance of the Children of Israel from the tyrannical grips of Pharaoh

and his men, who drowned in the sea, Moses (a.s.) was commanded to leave for

Mount Sinai to stay there for thirty days and nights in order to receive the Law or the

Turah on the Tablets from the Lord. Subsequently, the term was extended by ten

more days and nights for the trial of the people. The delay in the return of Moses (a.s.)
to his people at the end of thirty days, owing to the extension of the time by ten days

and nights, was sufficient to create in the minds of the Israelites doubt about the

authenticity of Moses (a.s.) as a true Prophet, on one hand, and for fallacious seducive

Sameri to make a golden Calf possessing a special sound in order to deceive the

.Israelites, on the other hand. They, thereby, were deluded into calf-worship

The majority of the Children of Israel joined him. Aaron (a.s.), the deputy and brother

of Moses (a.s.) with a minority of people remained faithful to their monotheistic creed.
They tried very much to restrain others from that great deviation, but they failed

.finally
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When Moses (a.s.) returned from the Mount and observed the circumstances, he

became angry about it and scorned them severely. They understood that they had

done wrong and decided to repent. Moses (a.s.) on Allah's command suggested to

.them an important repentance, whose explanation will be presented in future verses

****
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 : In the next verse it says

." Then We pardoned you after that in order that you might be thankful " 

****

Then, it continues mentioning the series of happenings that had occurred before,
:saying

And (remember) when We gave Moses the Book as a Criterion (between right and " 
(." wrong) so that you might be guided (aright

And (remember) when Moses said to his people: ` O' my people, you have indeed " 
; ..." wronged yourselves by worshipping the Calf

so turn (in repentance) to your Creator..." your repentance should be fulfilled in this "...
definite form: "...and slay yourselves (the wrong doers), ...", in which the righteous had

to kill the wrong doers. Of course, those who had not worshipped the calf were not

condemned to death, but they were commissioned to slay those calf-worshippers

among themselves, be they their own kith and kin, i.e. their own fellow menwhom

they loved the most because they had associated a partner, the Calf, to the Lord, the

. ..." One True God.(1) "...that will be better for you with your Creator

Then, He turned toward you (mercifully). Truly, He is the "...

." Oft-Pardoning, the Most Merciful

'Their Punishment `you have indeed wronged yourselves

The phrase /innakum zạlamtum anfusakum/ `you have indeed wronged yourselves',
here, is also noteworthy because: in Islam, sin which a man or a woman commits, is
done against the individual's own self. For, the first and the immediate effect of a sin

committed is that the individual becomes degenerated and thus gets far away from

.Divine Mercy

****
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نَورُظُْنتَ مُْتْناَ  هُقَعِاصّلا وَ  مُکُْتذَخَاَفَ  هًرَهْجَ  هَّللا  يرََن  یّتحَ  کََل  نَِمؤُْن  نَْل  یسوُم  ای  مُْتْلُق  ذِْا  55 وَ 

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُِتوْمَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مْکُانْثعََب  َّمُث   56

And (remember) when you said: ` O' Moses! we will never believe in you until we . " 55
." see Allah manifestly', so the thunderbolt struck you while you looked on

Then We raised you up after your death in order that haply you might be . " 56
." thankful

Commentary : Verses 55-56

 ! An Unjust Demand

Point

These two verses remind the Children of Israel about another bounty amongst the

.great bounties that Allah bestowed upon them

This illustrates how stubborn and obstinate those people were, and how the divine

grievous torment encompassed them as a result of their unjust demand. But,
:thereafter, the Mercy of Allah blessed them again. It says

And (remember) when you said: ` O' Moses! we will never believe in you until we see " 
 ', ..." Allah manifestly

Result of their Demand

This kind of demand might originate from their ` ignorance ', because the minds of

ignorant ones usually cannot understand beyond the impressions of their senses.
Their minds are not able to conceive anything invisible. So, they demanded to see the

.Lord openly with their own eyes

Or, it originated haply from their stubbornness and their habit of seeking pretext

.which was one of the characteristics of those people
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At any rate, they frankly told Moses (a.s.) that they would never believe in him until

.they saw the Lord manifestly and with their very eyes

Here, they insisted on seeing Him. This placed Moses (a.s.) in a
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helpless predicament. So, they saw, instead, one of the creatures of Allah that they

did not have the ability to look upon. This incident might have made them understand

that the eyes of the head were not able to see even many of the creations of Allah,
much less their ability to see His Pure Self, the Almighty. Then, a thunderbolt came

down and struck the mountain. It issued an amazing light with a horrible sound and an

awful earthquake so that everybody there, because of their intensive fear, fell down

dead. So, the Qur'ān, following the above sentence says: "...so the thunderbolt struck

." you while you looked on

****

Resurrection from the Dead

Moses (a.s.) was very worried about that event. Seventy persons from amongst the

great leaders of the Israelites had died in that occurrence. It was a very crucial event

for the Children of Israel to endure and they would make life hard for Moses (a.s.).
Then he (a.s.) asked Allah to raise them up and let them live again. His supplication

:was accepted, as the Qur'ān says

." Then We raised you up after your death in order that haply you might be thankful " 

This short explanation of the above two verses is also expounded more

comprehensively in Sura Al-'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 155 and Sura Nisā, No. 4, verse 153.
Concerning seeing God, we have in Exod. 33: 20: " And He said: ` Thou canst see My

 '." face: for there shall no man see Me and live

Biblical Account

:See the Bible, Exodus 19: 16 and 17, too, which is as follows

And it came to pass on the third day in the morning that there were thunders and . 16
lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding

.loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled
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And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they . 17
.stood at the nether part of the mount

This story shows that while inviting the ignorant and stubborn people to the right

path, the great prophets of Allah were involved in many complicated problems.
Sometimes, the people asked for improvisatorial miracles from the prophets; and

sometimes they went further and demanded of them to see the Lord openly with their
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physical eyes. They said decisively that they would never believe in them unless their

demand was actually performed. They insisted on their vain thoughts and put forth

some new excuses even when they were faced with respective violent responses

from the Lord. But, the Grace and Mercy of Allah assisted the prophets on their path,
else it was impossible for them to resist and stand firm when receiving all those

.excuses

This tendency of demanding extraordinary and silly manifestations as miracles had

also been the habit of the opponents of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), (the Holy Qur'ān 4:
(. 153, and 17: 90-96

By the way, this verse is one of the verses that attests to the existence of the

possibility of ` restoration of life ', in this world, because its occurrence in one respect

.is evidence of its possibility in other respects, too

****
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مْهُسـَفُْناَ اوُناک  نْکِلوَ  -ا  نو - مُلَظَ اـم  -مْ وَ  كُاـنْقزَرَ اـم  تِاـبِّیطَ  نِْم  او  - لُکـُ يولَّسْلاوَ  َّنمَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  اـنْلزَْناَوَ  مَاـمغَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  اـنْلَّلظَوَ   57
نَومُِلظْیَ

And We outspread the clouds to shade you, and We sent down ` manna ' and ` . " 57
quail ' upon you, (saying): ` Eat of the good things We have provided for you '. (But

they rebelled); to Us they did no harm, but they were putting themselves to

." destruction

Commentary : Verse 57

 ! Abundant Bounties

As it is understood from Sura Al-Mā'idah, verses 20 to 22, when the Children of Israel

were saved from the hostility of the Pharaoh and his army, Allah commanded them to

move toward the Holy Land of Jerusalem and enter in it. But the Israelites did not

obey the command saying: "...in this land are a people of exceeding strength: never

shall we enter it until they leave it: if (once) they leave then shall we enter ", (the Holy

(. Qur'ān 5: 22

Those rebellious people's disobedience did not stop there. They even told Moses (a.s.):
"...Go thou, and thy Lord, and fight ye two, while we sit here (and watch) ", (Sura Al-

(. Mā'idah, No. 5, verse 24

Moses became very displeased with their words and told the story of his grievance to

the Lord. Finally, it was appointed that the Children of Israel wander through the

.desert (of Sinai) in distraction for forty years

A group of those people regretted their wrong action and returned to the Lord

repenting of that sin. Then, He bestowed His bounties on them again, a part of which

:is referred to in the verse under discussion, where it says

, ..." And We outspread the clouds to shade you " 

p:192

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 491 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


It is obvious how happy a wandering passenger, who has been walking under the hot

sun in the desert that he has to pass through without any shelter from morning till

 ! evening, is when he receives the welcome shade of clouds

True, it is probable that shady clouds sometimes appear in the sky of the deserts, but

the verse clearly declares that the event was not an ordinary thing that occurred for

the Children of Israel. It was the favour of Allah that often showered upon them and

.they enjoyed it

At the same time, during that long span of time, the passengers in that hot dry desert

needed food and sustenance. That problem was also solved for them by the Merciful

:Creator, as the verse continues saying

, ..." and We sent down ` manna ' and ` quail ' upon you "...

 '...", saying): ` Eat of the good things We have provided for you "...)

in order that you may enjoy of the pure delicious nutritious sustenance and not

.disobey Him. Yet, they were not thankful to Him

But they rebelled); to Us they did no harm, but they were putting themselves to "...)
." destruction

The terms ` manna ' and ` salwa ' are differently interpreted by different philologists

and commentators. However, the fact is: ` manna ' and ` salwa ' refer to the heavenly

provisions the Israelites were provided with, without any strain or burden on their

.part

****
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دُیزنَسـَ مْکُاـیاطخَ وَ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغَن  هٌَّطحِ  اوُلوُق  اًدَّجسـُ وَ  بَاـبْلا  اوُلخُدْاوَ  اًدغـَرَ  مُْتْئشـِ  ثُْیحَ  اـهْنِم  اوُلکُفَ  هَیَرْقَْلا  هِذِـه  اوُـلخُدْا  انـَْلُق  ذِْا  58 وَ 
نَینسِحْمُْلا

نَوقُسُْفیَ اوُناک  امِب  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  اًزجْرِ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  انْلزَْناَفَ  مْهَُل  لَیق  يذَّلا  رَْیغَ  لاًوْقَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَّلا  لََّدبَفَ   59

And (remember) when We said, ` Enter this city (Jerusalem) and eat of the . " 58
plentiful therein, wherever you desire, and enter the gate with humility and ask

forgiveness, We shall forgive you your sins, and give more (the portion of) those who

 '." do good

But those who were unjust substituted a saying other than that which had been . " 59
spoken unto them, so We sent down upon those who were unjust a torment from

." heaven for what they used to pervert

Commentary : Verses 58-59

The Israelites' Intensive Obstinacy

Point

Here we are dealing with another aspect of the life of the Children of Israel

:concerning their entrance in the Holy Land. It says

(..." And (remember) when We said: ` Enter this city (Jerusalem " 

The term /qaryah/ in our ordinary speaking usually means: ` a village or a town ', but

in the Qur'ān it is applied for any place where people are gathered to live in, whether it
.is a city, town, or village. The meaning, here, is Jerusalem and the Holy Land

:Then it adds

, ..." and eat of the plentiful therein, wherever you desire "...

, ..." and enter the gate with humility and ask forgiveness "...

 '." We shall forgive you your sins, and give more (the portion of) those who do good "...
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It should be noted that the term /hịttah/ philologically means: ` a putting down ', and,
here, it means: ` a petition for the putting down of a heavy burden of sin from them

.' and asking Allah to forgive their faults

The Lord commanded the Israelites to say that phrase with their whole hearts and

spirits for the purpose of asking, thereby, for the putting down of their heavy burdens

from them, because they needed to be put down from them before entering the Holy

Land. And, they were promised that they would be forgiven their sins if they did

perform the command accordingly. Maybe, it is for the same reason that one of the

doors of Heaven is entitled ` Bāb-ul-Ḥittah ' (the door of forgiveness). Abū Ḥayyān

Andulusī says that the objective meaning of /bāb/, here, is one of the doors of

(Jerusalem which is known as ` Bāb-ul-Ḥittah '.(1

The verse finally proclaims that as for the doers of good, besides forgiving their sins,
:there will be endowed some additional bounties and rewards upon them, too. It says

." and give more (the portion of) those who do good "...

****

Refusal by some to repent

However, Allah ordered them to express this phrase sincerely as a sign of their

repentance and request for forgiveness in order to show their humility unto Him. The

Lord promised them that He would forgive them their sins if they followed through

with the command. In that case, He would also increase His favour and reward for the

.good doers among them along with the forgiveness of their faults

But, as we know and are acquainted with the stubbornness and obstinacy of the

Children of Israel, some of them even refused to utter the phrase and mockingly they

:said another incongruous word (Hinta) `wheat' instead of it. Then, the Qur'ān says

But those who were unjust substituted a saying other than that " 
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, ..." which had been spoken unto them

so We sent down upon those who were unjust a torment from heaven for what "...
." they used to pervert

Divine Punishment in some form or other awaits those who unwarrantedly and

unjustly change the word of Allah and His covenant, to something other than the

.original presented to them

p:195
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اوُبرَشْاوَ اوُلکُ  مْهَُبرَشْمَ  سٍانُا  ُّلکُ  مَِلعَ  دْقَ  انًْیعَ  هَرَشـْعَ  اتنَْثا  هُْنِم  تْرَجَفَْنافَ  رَجَحَْلا  كَاصعَِب  بْرِضـْا  انَْلقُفَ  هِموْقَِل  یـسوُم  یقسـْتَسْا  ذِِاوَ   60
نَیدسِْفُم ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  اوْثَْعتَ  لاوَ  هِّللا  قِزْرِ  نِْم 

And (remember) when Moses sought water for his people, so We said: ` Strike . " 60
the rock with your staff. ' Then there gushed forth from it twelve springs. Each (group

of) people knew their (respective) drinking-place. ` Eat and drink of Allah's provision,
'." and commit you not evil in the earth, doing corruption

Commentary : Verse 60

 ! The Miracle of Water Gushing Forth in the Desert

Again in this verse, Allah has pointed out one of the important favours bestowed upon

:the Children of Israel, saying

, ..." And (remember) when Moses sought water for his people " 

When Moses (a.s.) prayed for water, Allah accepted his plea as the Qur'ān says: "...so

.'..." We said: ` Strike the rock with your staff

. ..." Then there gushed forth from it twelve springs "...

Each of those springs flowed for a definite tribe so that among all of the tribes of

. ..." Israelites: "... Each (group of) people knew their (respective) drinking place

There are a variety of ideas about what kind of stone that rock was and how Moses

(a.s.) was supposed to strike that rock, and in what form the flow of water appeared

from it. What the Qur'ān says is not more than that Moses (a.s.) struck the rock with

.his staff and then twelve springs gushed forth therefrom

This incident is referred to in Exod 17: 1-6, with the only difference being that the

number of twelve springs that gushed forth
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.from the rock is not mentioned

However, the Lord, on one hand, sent ` Manna ' and ` Salwa ' (quails) for them, and,
on the other hand, provided them enough water, easily available, and told them: "...`
Eat and drink of Allah's provision, and commit you not evil in the earth, doing

 '." corruption

In fact, the Lord advises them, as a showing of gratitude for these great bounties,
that at least they should lay stubbornness and obstinacy aside and stop hurting

.(. prophets (a.s

****
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اهسـِدَعَ وَ اهِموُف وَ  اهِئاّثِق وَ  اهِلْقَب وَ  نِْم  ضُرْلاَْا  تُِبْنُت  امِّم  انَل  جْرِخُْی  کََّبرَ  انَل  عُدْافَ  دٍحـِاو  مٍاعطَ  یلعَ  رَِبصَْن  نَْل  یـسوُم  اـی  مُْتْلُق  ذِْاوَ   61
بٍضَغَِب ؤُاب  هُنَکَسْمَْلاوَ وَ  هَُّلِّذلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تَْبرِضُ  مُْتْلاَسَ وَ  ام  مْکَُل  َّناِفَ  اًرصِْم  اوطُِبهِْا  رٌْیخَ  وَهُ  يذَّلاِب  یندْاَ  وَهُ  يذَّلا  نَوُلدِْبتَسـْتَاَ  لَاق  اهِلصـََب 

نَودُتَْعیَ اوُناک  اوْصَعَ وَ  امِب  کَِلذ  ِّقحَْلا  رِْیغَِب  نَّیِبَّنلا  نَوُلُتْقیَ  هِّللا وَ  تِایاِب  نَورُفُکْیَ  اوُناک  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِلذ  هِّللا  نَِم 

(And (remember) when you said: ` O' Moses! never can we (always . " 61

,endure one sort of food, so beseech your Lord for us

to produce for us of what the earth groweth, its pot-herbs, and

:cucumbers, garlic, lentils, and onions '. He (Moses) said

?Would you have in exchange what is worse for what is better ` 

! ' Enter a city, thus you shall get that which you demanded

Abasement and humiliation were stamped upon them

;and they incurred wrath from Allah

that was because they went on rejecting Allah's Signs

.and slaying the prophets unjustly

." That was because they disobeyed, and went on transgressing

Commentary : Verse 61

Demanding a Variety of Food

To continue the description mentioned in the former verses about the different

bounties Allah bestowed on the Children of Israel, here in the verse under discussion,
the unthankfulness and ingratitude of the Israelites for those great favours is

.illustrated

The verse indicates how obstinate they were, so much so that
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perhaps no people can be found in the history of the human race similar to them from

.the point of being ungrateful for Divine favours

At first it says: " And (remember) when you said: ` O' Moses! never can we (always)
, ..." endure one sort of food

so beseech your Lord for us, to produce for us of what the earth groweth, its pot- "...
'. ..." herbs, and cucumbers, garlic, lentils and onions

But in reply to them: " He (Moses) said: ` Would you have in exchange what is worse

?..." for what is better

! '..." Now that it is so: "... Enter a city, thus you shall get that which you demanded

Then, the Qur'ān adds that: "... Abasement and humiliation were stamped upon them,
;..." and they incurred wrath from Allah

that was because they went on rejecting Allah's Signs and slaying the prophets "...
. ..." unjustly

." That was because they disobeyed, and went on transgressing "...

 ? Why were the Israelites Stamped with Abasement and Humiliation

As the above verse indicates, they incurred humiliation and wretchedness because of

two things : the first was because they went on disobeying the orders of Allah and

.straying from the path of monotheism to that of infidelity

The second factor was that they used to kill the righteous and apostles of Allah. This

hard-heartedness and heedlessness of the Divine laws and even against most human

laws, that even today clearly continues among the Jews, might be the cause of that

.humiliation and abasement

Right now, as we are writing these lines, the territory of Lebanon is being invaded

savagely by this hard-hearted tribe where thousands of men and women, among

whom are innocent, old persons, infant babies, hospital patients and the like, are
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unjustly and tyrannically being slain in a pitiable way. Their bodies are lying lifelessly

on the ground in wait of burial. We are sure that this tribe will certainly have to pay the

.penalty for their cruelty in the future

****
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فٌوْخَ لاوَ  مْهِِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  مْهُرُجْاَ  مْهُلَفَ  ً-ا  حِلاص لَمِعَ  رِخِلاْا وَ  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَمَا  نْمَ  نَیئِباصّلاوَ  يراصَّنلاوَ  اودُاه  نَیذَّلاوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا   62
نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُلاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ 

Verily those who believed (in the Prophet of Islam), and those of Jews and . " 62
Christians and Sabians, whoever believed (truly) in Allah and the Last Day, and

worked righteousness for them is their reward with their Lord, and no fear shall be

. " upon them, nor shall they grieve

Commentary : Verse 62

A General Principle for Salvation

The Qur'ān, here, points to a general and common principle when it proclaims that

that which is worthy is ` truth ' and ` reality '. With Allah, only ` true Faith ' and ` good

.deeds ' are accepted

Verily, those who believed (in the Prophet of Islam) and those of Jews and Christians " 
and Sạbians, whoever believed (truly) in Allah and the Last Day, and worked

, ..." righteousness for them is their reward with their Lord

:Therefore, they will have no fear in the future nor any grief for their past

." and no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve "...

This verse, with nearly the same form, has occurred in Sura Al-Mā'idah, No. 5, verse

.69; and with a further variation on the same subject in Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 17

A careful study over the verses cited after this verse in Sura Al-Mā'idah, makes it clear

that the Jews and Christians boasted that their religions were better than other

.religions. They imagined that all of Heaven would be for them alone, exclusively

That very pride, perhaps, was seen in the manner of some Muslims, too. The current

verse denotes that superficial faith, especially
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with the lack of doing good deeds, whether it proceeds from Muslims or Jews,
Christians and Sạbians, or the followers of any other religion, is worthless. Faith in

Allah and the Last Day of Judgment is noted worthy by Allah when it is true, pure, and

sincere, and accompanied with righteous deeds. Only this agendum deserves

.rewards and causes peace, security, and salvation for a believer

****

 ? Who are the Ṣabians

There are a variety of opinions as to who the Sạbians are. Here you are introduced to

a few of them which are usually referred to. For example, the description cited in: ` An

:Arabic English Lexicon, Part 4,' p. 1640, by Edward William Lame is, in brief, as follows

The term /sạ̄bi'ūn/ in the Kurān is said to mean: ` Those who depart from one religion

to another ...[The Sạbians,] said to worship the stars secretly, and openly to profess

themselves to belong to the Christians: They are called /as-̣sạ̄bi'ah/ and /as-̣sạ̄bi'ūn/ :
and they assert that they are of the religion of Sạ̄bi the son of Sheyth [or Sheth] the

son of Adam: their appellation may also be pronounced /as-̣sạ̄biyūn/...or the Sạ̄bi'ūn

are a certain class of the people who possess revealed scripture: or a people whose

religion resembles that of the Christians, except that their Qiblah is towards the place

where blows the [south, or southerly, wind called] Janūb... or according to some, their

Qiblah is the Ka`bah: and they assert that they are of the religion of Noah. It is said

that they are thus called in relation to Sạ̄bi the son of Lāmak [or Lamech], the brother

of Noah. It is said that they are worshippers of angels: and it said that they are the

worshippers of the stars: and that their appellation is Arabic; from /sạba'/ ` he

departed from a religion '; or from /sạba/ ` he inclined ', because of their inclining from

.Truth to falsehood

Another idea about ` Sạbians ', the appellation mentioned in the Holy Qur'ān, is what

the known scholar, Rāqib, cites in his book, `Mufradāt '. He says: " They are a group of

followers of Noah (a.s.), and their name mentioned along with the names of Believers,
Jews, and Christians, is also an evidence that they have been a religious group of
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people, believing in one of the heavenly religions who believed in God and the

." Hereafter, too

Some other commentators have said that the idea that some have called them

pagans and star worshippers, or some others have considered them Zoroastrians,
does not seem right, because Sạbians believed that: first, the heavenly Holy Books

were revealed to Adam (a.s.) and then to Noah (a.s.) and after him to Sām (a.s.), then

to Rām (a.s.) and thereafter to Abraham (a.s.), then to Moses (a.s.) and after him to

.John (a.s.) the son of Zachariah, all of which were sent rightfully and Divinely

 ' ? Who are the ` People of the Book

The Qur'ānic phrase / 'ahlul kitāb / ` the People of the Book ' has occurred in more

than 30 different verses of the Qur'ān where it mostly means both the Jews and the

.Christians or either of them

The above mentioned Arabic-English Lexicon, part one, page 121 explains the phrase /
'ahlul-kitāb / thus: ` (the people of the Scripture, or Bible; and) the readers, or reciters,

.' of the Mosaic Law, and of the Gospel

Apparently, all the adherents of the prophets who had revealed Books, the clearest

example of whom are Jews and Christians, may be called ` the People of the Book '. If

so, we can also consider the Prophet's tradition when he was asked about the number

of the Books Allah revealed and he (p.b.u.h.) replied: " One hundred and four books

were revealed: ten books to Adam (a.s.), fifty books to Shīth, thirty books to Ukhnūkh

(Enoch) and he is the first one who wrote by pen, ten books to Abraham, the Turah to

Moses, the Ingeel to Jesus, Zabūr to David, and the Qur'ān to Muhammad (the

(Prophet of Islam)."(1
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نَوقَُّتتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هِیف  ام  اورُکُذْاوَ  هٍَّوقُِب  مْکُانْیتَا  ام  اوذُخُ  رَوُّطلا  مُکُقَوْفَ  انْعفَرَ  مْکُقَاثیم وَ  انذْخَاَ  ذِْاوَ   63

نَیرسِاخْلا نَِم  مُْتْنکَُل  هُُتمَحْرَ  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  هِّللا  لُضْفَ  لاوْلَفَ  کَِلذ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مُْتْیَّلوَتَ  َّمُث   64

And (remember) when We made a covenant with you, and raised the Tūr . " 63
(Mountain) above you; (saying): ` Hold you fast that which We have given you with the

strength, and remember all that is therein (to do accordingly); haply you shall guard

('." yourselves (against evil

Thereafter, you turned back, and had it not been for the Grace and Mercy of Allah . " 64
." on you, you had certainly been among the losers

Commentary : Verses 63-64

 ! Hold the Signs of Allah Firmly

In these verses, the subject of taking a covenant from the Children of Israel for the

practicing of the contents of the Turah and, then, breaching that covenant, is pointed

:out. At first it says

And (remember) when We made a covenant with you, and raised the Tūr (Mountain) " 
; ..." above you

, ..." saying): ` Hold you fast that which We have given you with the strength "... )

and remember all that is therein (to do accordingly); haply you shall guard "...
('." yourselves (against evil

*****

.But you people neglected your covenant

, ..." Thereafter, you turned back " 

and had it not been for the Grace and Mercy of Allah on you, you had certainly been "...
. " among the losers
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The objective of the covenant, here, is the same that has been mentioned in verse 40
of the current Sura and what is in verse 83 and 84, which will be discussed later. The

items of that covenant are: worshipping only Allah; treating parents, relations,
orphans, and those in need with kindness; speaking to and treating people fairly;

attending and being steadfast in ritual prayers, paying alms, avoiding shedding blood,
.the like of which had been mentioned in the Turah, too

Sura Al-Mā'idah, No. 5, verse 12, also denotes that Allah had taken a covenant from

the Children of Israel to believe in all of the Divine prophets and help them, and

practice regular charity in the way of Allah. Then, at the end of the same verse, Allah

promises that if they keep this covenant and actually do it, they will be allowed to

.abide in Paradise

****

 ? How was the Mountain Raised over the Israelites' Heads

The leading famous commentator, the Late Tạbarsī, has narrated from ` Abūzeyd '

that when Moses (a.s.) returned from Mount Sinai and brought the Turah with him, he

told his people that he had brought a Divine Book consisting of some religious

instructions and rules about lawful and unlawful things. He told them to take the

(instructions that Allah had ordained and practically observe them in their lives.(1

But the Jews, with the excuse that he (a.s.) had brought them difficult duties to

perform, disobeyed and exceeded the limits. The Lord commanded the angels to raise

.a great big rock from Tūr Mountain above them

At that moment Moses (a.s.) announced that if they promised to perform the orders of

Allah and repented for their disobedience, that punishment would be removed from

.over them, else they would be destroyed

The Jews, who expected that the Mountain would fall on them at any moment,
submitted and accepted the Turah and prostrated for Allah. Then, finally, that

chastisement was warded off because of their
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.repentance

This very occurrence, with a little difference, is mentioned in verse 93 of the current

Sura; and in Sura An-Nisā', No. 4, verse 104; and in Sura Al-A`rāf, No. 7, verse 171. It is
necessary to note, here, that as for the suspending mountain and as to how it could

stand high above as a covering overhead for the Israelites, some commentators

believe that it was by the command of Allah that Tūr Mount was shaken and taken up

from its place and, then, suspended above them as a canopy.(1) A more detailed

.explanation will be referred to when commenting on Sura Al-'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 171

The above mentioned event as described in the Qur'ān was quite known by the Jews,
who had these original statements in the Turah about it with them. Besides that, this

event is also recorded in Talmud Aboda Sara. 1: 2 which says: ` I will cover you with

.the mountain like a roof '. Talmud

****
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نَیئسِاخ هًدَرَِق  اوُنوکُ  مْهَُل  انْلقُفَ  تِْبَّسلا  یِف  مْکُْنِم  اوْدَتَعْا  نَیذَّلا  مُُتمِْلعَ  دْقََلوَ   65

نَیقَّتمُْلِل هًظَعِوْمَ  اهفَْلخَ وَ  اموَ  اهْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  امِل  لاًاکَن  اهانْلعَجَفَ   66

And certainly you have known those among you who exceeded the limits on the . " 65
 '. " Sabbath, so We said to them: ` Be you (as) apes despised and rejected

So We made it an exemplary punishment to those who witnessed it and to their . " 66
." posterity and an admonishment to the pious ones

Commentary : Verses 65-66

 ! Those Who Exceeded on the Sabbath

These two verses, like the previous verses, point out the disobedience and

transgression dominating the souls of the Jews, and their intensive interest in

.economic gain

At first, it says: " And certainly you have known those among you who exceeded the

, ..." limits on the Sabbath

And, also, you have known that: "... so We said to them: ` Be you (as) apes, despised

 '." and rejected

Some may think that the present state of the Israelites and their apparent progress,
after the first and the second World Wars or after their unlawful occupation of the

Holy Land does not tally with this but yet they are hated by most nations and they

have no rest in the real sense of the term, and the term ` a Jew ' has passed into a
proverb for a niggardly, miserly person this is due to their own vanities and their

hatred towards the others which, for example, they have shown in many places such

.as Palestine and Lebanon, both openly and hiddenly, during these recent years

****

So We made it an exemplary punishment to those who witnessed it " 
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..." and to their posterity
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." and an admonishment to the pious ones "...

It is worthy to note that Imam Bāqir (a.s.) and Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) are narrated from,
who, on the meaning of this verse, have said: " The purpose of the phrase /mā bayna

yadayha/ ` those who witnessed it ' is the generation of that time, and the objective of

the phrase /mā xalfahā/ ` their posterity ' is about us Muslims."(1) . That is, that

exemplary lesson was not exclusive to the Israelites alone, but it was meant for all of

us, the Muslims, too; or, all who come after them until the Day of Judgement and who

.do the same as they did

 : Explanation

.( Divine Miracles of Moses (a.s

Whenever an apostle of Allah wanted to introduce himself to his people as a true,
authentic Messenger of Allah, he would prove his claim by performing some miracles

.given by Him

Here, it must be remembered that the following wonderful events wrought by divine

and supernatural phenomena are counted in the Holy Qur'ān as the miracles given to

Moses (a.s.) as the proof of his prophethood, each of which will be discussed in its

.appropriate place

:They are as follows

(The Rod of Moses (a.s.) becoming a serpent. (7: 107, 26: 32 . 1

(The Palm of Moses (a.s.) shining brightly. (7: 108, 26: 33 . 2

(The dividing of the sea. (2: 50 . 3

(The gushing of water from the rock. (2: 60, 2: 74 . 4

(The shower of manna and quails from heaven. (2:57 . 5

(The shadowing of the cloud over the Israelites' heads. (2: 57, 2: 93 . 6
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(The raising of the dead to life. (2: 56, 2: 73 . 7

(The suspension of the mount above the heads of the people. (2: 63 . 8

:The transformation of the transgressors into despised apes. (2: 65, 7 . 9

(. 166

****

p:207

Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 1, p. 130 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 514 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Verses 67-74; Arabic

نَیلهِاجْلا نَِم  نَوکُاَ  نْاَ  هِّللاِب  ذُوعُاَ  لَاق  اًوزُهُ  انذُخَِّتتَاَ  اوُلاق  هًرَقََب  اوحَُبذْتَ  نْاَ  مْکُرُُمأْیَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هِموْقَِل  یسوُم  لَاق  ذِْا  67 وَ 

نَورُمَؤُْت ام  اوُلعَْفافَ  کَِلذ  نَْیَب  نٌاوعَ  رٌکِْب  لاوَ  ضٌرِاف  هٌرَقََب لا  اهَّنِا  لُوقُیَ  هَُّنِا  لَاق  یَهِ  ام  انَل  نِّْیبَُی  کََّبرَ  انَل  عُدْا  اوُلاق   68

نَیرظِاّنلا ُّرسُتَ  اهُنوَْل  عٌِقاف  ءُارْفصَ  هٌرَقََب  اهَّنِا  لُوقُیَ  هَُّنِا  لَاق  اهُنوَْل  ام  انَل  نِّْیبَُی  کََّبرَ  انَل  عُدْا  اوُلاق   69

نَودُتَهْمَُل هُّللا  ءَاش  نِْا  اّنِا  انْیلَعَ وَ  هََباشتَ  رَقَبَْلا  َّنِا  یَهِ  ام  انَل  نِّْیبَُی  کََّبرَ  انَل  عُدْا  اوُلاق   70

اودُاک ام  اهوحَُبذَفـَ وَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  تَْئجِ  نلأا  اوُلاق  اهیف  هَیَشـِ  هٌمََّلسـَُم لا  ثَرْحَْلا  یقِسـْتَ  لاوَ  ضَرْلاَْا  رُیثُت  لٌوُلذَ  هٌرَقََب لا  اهَّنِا  لُوقُیَ  هَُّنِا  لَاـق   71
نَوُلعَْفیَ

نَومُُتکْتَ مُْتْنکُ  ام  جٌرِخُْم  هُّللاوَ  اهیف  مُْتءْرَدّافَ  ً-ا  سْفَن مُْتْلتَقَ  ذِْا  72 وَ 

نَوُلقِْعتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هِتایا  مْکُیرُیوَ  یتوْمَْلا  هُّللا  یِحُْی  کَِلذکَ  اهضِْعبَِب  هُوُبرِضْا  انَْلقُفَ   73

قَُّقَّشیَ اـمَل  اـهْنِم  َّنِا  رُاـهْنلاَْا وَ  هُْنِم  رَُّجفَتَیَ  اـمَل  هِرَاـجحِْلا  نَِم  َّنِا  هًوَسْقَ وَ  ُّدشـَاَ  وْاَ  هِرَاـجحِْلاکَ  یَهِفَ  کَِـلذ  دِْـعَب  نِْم  مْکُُبوُلُق  تْسَقَ  َّمُث   74
نَوُلمَْعتَ امّعَ  لٍِفاغِب  هُّللا  امَ  هِّللا وَ  هِیَشْخَ  نِْم  طُِبهْیَ  امَل  اهْنِم  َّنِا  ءُامْلا وَ  هُْنِم  جُرُخْیَفَ 
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English Translation

And (remember) when Moses said to his people : ` Surely, Allah commands you . " 67
that you should sacrifice a cow '. They said : ` Do you mock us ?' He said : ` I take

! ' " refuge with Allah from being one of the ignorant

They said ` Ask your Lord for us to make it clear to us what she is.' Moses said : ` . " 68
He says : Surely she is a cow neither old nor young, but of middle age; so do what you

 '." are commanded

They said : ` Ask your Lord for us to make it clear to us what colour she should . " 69
be.' Moses replied : ` He says she should be a yellow cow, bright in colour, giving

 '." delight to the beholders

They said : ` Ask your Lord for us to make it clear to us what kind of cow must it . " 70
be, for surely to us the cows are all alike, and, if Allah wills, we shall surely be guided

.' " aright

Moses) said: ` Verily, He says : Verily, she is a cow not (yet) trained to till the soil . ") 71
or to water the fields; sound and without blemish. ' They said : ` Now you have

brought the truth.' Then they offered her in sacrifice, though they had not the mind to

(." do (it

And (remember) when you killed a man and disputed thereon : but Allah was to . " 72
." bring forth what you were hiding

So, We said : ` Strike him (the corpse) with a part of it (the sacrificed cow) '. Thus, . " 73
." Allah gives life to the dead and shows you of His signs, so that you might understand

Then your hearts hardened after that as stones or even worse in hardness; for . " 74
verily, among stones there are some from which rivers gush forth, and others that

split asunder and water issues out of them, and others tumble down through fear of

." Allah, and Allah is not heedless of what you do

****
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Commentary : Verses 67-74

The Story of the Israelites' Cow

Among what we have already studied about the Children of Israel in Sura Al-Baqarah,
.all of the facts were mentioned shortly and briefly

The event of the Israelites' Cow which is referred to in the above verses, in contrast

to all of the previous incidents, is explained in detail and comprehensively. This is so,
.perhaps, for the reason that this story is mentioned in the Qur'ān only once

Besides that, there are many instructive subjects involved in it which requires such an

extensive explication. One of these subjects which is vividly seen throughout the

story, is the persistency of the Israelites in seeking for excuses. It also illustrates their

level of faith in the revelations brought forth by Moses (a.s.). Most important of all is
.that the story provides clear emphatic evidence to the possibility of the Resurrection

As it is understood from the Holy Qur'ān and its commentaries, the incident was

described that one of the Israelites was murdered in a mysterious way, in which his

.murderer was not at all known

So, there arose a dispute among the different tribes and divisions of the people as to

who murdered the man. Every tribe accused the members of another tribe of the

crime and announced that the members of its own tribe were innocent. For its

judgement and solution, the problem was brought to the Apostle Moses (a.s.). One

one hand, that crime was committed hiddenly and the murderer of the man could not

be found by any ordinary means employed at that time. On the other hand, that

dispute might have led to a great complicated disturbance among the Children of

Israel. Then, finally Moses (a.s.), by the help of the Grace and Guidance of Allah and

.through a miraculous way, whose explanation will come later, solved the problem

 : The Qur'ān begins the description of the event as thus

 : And (remember) when Moses said to his people " 
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 '. ..." Surely, Allah commands you that you should sacrifice a cow ` 

 ? '..." They said : ` Do you mock us "... 

! '." He said : ` I take refuge with Allah from being one of the ignorant "... 
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That is, causing division and mocking others are acts of the

.ignorant and never is a prophet of Allah of such people

****

When the Israelites realized that it was not a mockery and the matter was serious, "
,'..." They said : ` Ask your Lord for us to make it clear to us what she is

The phrase : ` Ask your Lord ' which is repeated several times in their demands,
carries a kind of hidden impoliteness and ridicule in itself. It seems that they

considered the Lord of Moses (a.s.) a different

.Lord from their own Lord

 : However, as a reply to their demand

Moses said : ` He says: Surely she is a cow neither old nor young, but of middle " ...
; '..." age

In order to stop them from prolonging the matter by bringing new excuses forth to

postpone that fulfillment of the command of Allah, at the end of the statement, it has

 : been added

 '." so do what you are commanded "... 

.But, they still continued their insistence and obstinacy

.'..." They said : ` Ask your Lord for us to make it clear to us what colour she should be " 

Moses replied : ` He says she should be a yellow cow, bright in colour, giving delight "... 
 '." to the beholders

.Anyhow, this cow should be very good and interesting in colour

The colour should be so bright and beautiful that any beholder wonders and becomes

.delighted when looking at it
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It is amazing that they were not satisfied with that and went on seeking for excuses

.by which, every time, they made the fulfillment of their duty more difficult

A tradition says that Imam Ridā (a.s.) has said that any cow would have been

sufficient, but they imposed the particulars upon themselves, and the more they did

so, the more did Allah impose the restrictions as a punishment for their persistent

demands for unnecessary details. All
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this, while Moses (a.s.) acting under inspiration, was driving them to purchase a

particular cow belonging to a particular man who was very holy and pious and

deserved to be favoured. They had to pay him an enormous price for this cow which

.was the only one then available

(Hence they were very near to not doing it. (1

****

They said : ` Ask your Lord for us to make it clear to us what kind of a cow must it " 
,..." be

for surely to us the cows are all alike, ..." "... and, if Allah wills, we shall surely be "... 
'." guided aright

****

(Again, "(Moses) said :` Verily, He says: Verily, she is a cow not (yet

.'..." trained to till the soil or to water the fields; sound and without blemish

They said : ` Now you have brought the truth.'..." So, they tried with much effort to "... 
.find that particular cow, and, finally,they found it

(." Then they offered her in sacrifice, though they had not the mind to do (it "... 

****

After describing this story in detail, again the Qur'ān retells it briefly, and generally

 : through the following two verses, thus

And (remember) when you killed a man and disputed thereon : but Allah was to bring " 
." forth what you were hiding

(.'..." So, We said : ` Strike him (the corpse) with a part of it (the sacrificed cow " 

..." Thus, Allah gives life to the dead "... 
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." and shows you of His signs, so that you might understand "... 

****
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In the last verse of the verses under discussion, the hardness of the hearts of the

Israelites is referred to. It points out that after witnessing all these events and

observing the Signs of Allah and the miraculous evidence that Moses (a.s.) prepared

for them, yet their hearts became hard, even harder than stone, because, there are

some rocks that bring forth water, or shatter and fall down for the fear of Allah. It

 : says

; ..." Then your hearts hardened after that as stones or even worse in hardness " 

,..." for verily, among stones there are some from which rivers gush forth "... 

,..." and others that split asunder and water issues out of them "... 

, ...". and others tumble down through fear of Allah "... 

So, your hearts are even harder than these rocks, because neither a spring of

passion, love, or knowledge flows out of them nor tremble they from the fear of Allah.
 : Then in the last sentence of the verse, it says

." and Allah is not heedless of what you do "... 

This is a subtle threat against this group of Israelites and all others who behave like

.them or do the same as they did

****
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Verses 75-77

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُ  هُوُلقَعَ وَ  ام  دِْعَب  نِْم  هَُنوُفِّرحَُی  َّمُث  هِّللا  مَلاکَ  نَوعُمَسْیَ  مْهُْنِم  قٌیرفَ  نَاک  دْقَ  مْکَُل وَ  اوُنِمؤُْی  نْاَ  نَوعُمَطْتَفَاَ   75

لافَاَ مْکُِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  هِب  مْکُوُّجاحُیِل  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُّللا  حَتـَفَ  امِب  مْهَُنوُثِّدحـَُتاَ  اوُلاق  ضٍْعَب  یلِا  مْهُضـُْعَب  لاخَ  اذِا  اّنمَا وَ  اوُلاق  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اوقَُل  اذِا  76 وَ 
نَوُلقِْعتَ

نَوُنِلْعُی ام  نَوُّرسُِی وَ  ام  مُلَْعیَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  لاوَاَ   77

Do you then hope that they would believe in you (in Faith), and a party among  " 75
them indeed used to hear the Word of Allah, then perverted it after they had

( ? " understood it, and they know (this

And when they meet those who have Faith, they say : ` We believe ', but when . " 76
they are alone with one another, they say : ` Do you speak to them of what Allah has

revealed to you, that they may thereby dispute with you about this before your Lord ?
 ? ' " Have you then no sense

What ! Do they not know that Allah knows what they hide and what they make . " 77
 ? " known

 : Occasion of Revelation

Upon the occasion of the revelation of these first two verses, some of the

commentators have narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who has said: "A group of the

Jews, who had not enmity with the truth, when they met the Muslims they would tell

them of what had been mentioned in the Turah about the specialties of Prophet

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.). The leaders of the Jews understood the matter and told them

to avoid informing Muslims of what was cited in the Turah about the epithets of

Prophet Muhammad(p.b.u.h.) lest they would argue with the Jews about
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(it before their Lord. Then this verse was revealed." (1

 : Commentary

 ! A Futile Expectation

Point

As noted from these verses, the Qur'ān has discontinued the story of the Israelites

and, with an instructive conclusion, has turned to the Muslim believers, saying : " Do

you then hope that they would believe in you (in Faith), and a party among them

indeed used to hear the Word of Allah, then perverted it after they had understood it,
(?" and they know (this

Therefore, when you see that they reject the inspiring words of the Qur'ān and the

miracles of the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), you should not be annoyed. They are

the children of the same people who, as the elected members of the tribe, went to

Mount Sinai, heard the words of Allah, and understood His instructions, but when they

.returned they altered them

It is perceived from the phrase : `... and a party among them indeed...", that not all of

them but a party, who probably formed the majority in them, were of those who

.perverted Allah's Words

It is cited in ` Asbāb-un-Nuzūl ' that when some of the Jews returned from Mount

Sinai, they told their people : " We heard that Allah ordered Moses, ` Whenever you

can do My instructions do them, but when you cannot, leave them ", and this was the

.first perversion

However, at the advent of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), it was expected that the

Jews would accept this religion before others embraced it, because they were the

followers of the Book, whereas the pagans were not. Besides that, they had learnt the

epithets of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) from their own books. But the Holy Qur'ān

says that, considering their previous bad reputation, your hope is of no avail. The
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reason is that some deviated characteristics which dominated the spirits of this group,
caused them to separate from truth, though it was well within the realm of their ability

.to embrace it

The next verse uncovers another bitter fact about this deceitful

p:215
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 : hypocritical group. It says

?What Allah has revealed to you

',..." And when they meet those who have Faith, they say: ` We believe " 

:but when they are alone with one another, they say "... 

, ..." Do you speak to them of what Allah has revealed to you ` 

that they may thereby dispute with you about this "... 

 ? ' " before your Lord ? Have you then no sense

In commenting on this very verse, this probability also exists that the initial words of

the verse are about the hypocritical Jews who pretended to be believers in the

presence of the Muslims but in their absence they denied it. They even scorned those

.pure-hearted Jews who had conveyed the secrets of the Turah to the Muslims

At any rate, this is a confirmation to what was said in the previous verse that a group

.with such attributes governing their spirits should not be expected to become faithful

The phrase : / fatahạllāhu `alaykum / ` what Allah has revealed to you ' may mean : `
the Divine command which was in the authority of the Children of Israel '. Or, the

phrase may refer to the idea that Allah had opened the doors of the divine secrets

.and the prophecies about the coming religion unto them

It is noteworthy that this verse clearly shows that the Faith of this hypocritical group

in Allah was so weak and hollow that they considered Him as an ordinary person and

imagined that if they could conceal a fact from the Muslims, it would be concealed

.from Allah, too

*****

Then, in the next verse, it frankly says : " What ! Do they not know
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 ? " that Allah knows what they hide and what they make known

****
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Verses 78-79

نَوُّنظُیَ لاِّا  مْهُ  نِْا  َّیِناماَ وَ  لاِّا  بَاتکِْلا  نَومُلَْعیَ  نَوُّیِّمُا لا  مْهُْنِم  78 وَ 

مْهَُل لٌْیوَ  مْهِیدْیاَ وَ  تْبَتَکَ  امِّم  مْهَُل  لٌْیوَفَ  لاًیلقَ  انًمََث  هِب  اورُتَشْیَِل  هِّللادِْـنعِ  نِْم  اذـه  نَوُلوقُیَ  َّمُث  مْهِیدْـیاَِب  بَاتکِْلا  نَوُبُتکْیَ  نَیذَّلِل  لٌْیوَفَ   79
نَوُبسِکْیَ امِّم 

And there are among them illiterates, who know not the Book, but only fancies . " 78
. " and mere conjectures

So, woe to those who write the Book with their hands and then say:` This is from . " 79
Allah,' so that they may sell it for a little price, so, woe to them for what their hands

." have written and woe to them for what they earn

 : Occasion of Revelation

A group of the learned men of the Jews altered the epithets of the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) mentioned in the Turah. This perversion was contrived to protect their social

positions and benefits which they used to obtain from their common people over the

.years

When the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) announced his mission and they recognized his

epithets coincided with what was mentioned in the Turah, they were afraid that their

profits would be endangered if the fact became evident. Therefore, they wrote some

.epithets completely different from what was actually cited in the Turah

The ordinary Jews, who had heard the true epithets of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.),
more or less, asked their scholars frequently whether this Prophet was the same

promised prophet whose advent they had given them glad tidings of. Then the Jewish

savants and scholars decided to recite some perverted verses from the Turah to

.them in order to make them content thereby
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Commentary : Verses 78-79

The Jewish Learned Men's Plots of Oppression Against the Laymen

Following the previous description about the vicious deeds of the Jews, these verses

divide them into two definite groups : the laymen and the deceitful learned men. A few

of the Jewish scholars, of course, accepted the truth and believed in Islam and joined

 : the community of Muslims. It says

And there are among them illiterates, who know not the Book, but only fancies and " 
." mere conjectures

The phrase /ummīyūn/ ` the illiterates ' is the plural form of the term /ummī/ which,
here, means an illiterate person who remains the same in his native endowments as

he was when he was born without any external education or training from anyone

whosoever; and this state is ordinarily known as illiteracy. Or, this case also occurs

because some mothers, because of their naive motherly love for their children,
.ignorantly do not let their children separate from them and go to schools to study

The term /'amānīyy/ is the plural form of /'amnīyyah/ ` conjecture ', and, here, it may

refer to the privileges, vain desires, wishful thinking and mere conjectures of the Jews

.that they considered for themselves

The second group was the Jewish priests and savants who often altered the facts for

 : their own benefit, as the Qur'ān says

:So, woe to those who write the Book with their hands and then say " 

; ', ..." This is from Allah ` 

,..." so that they may sell it for a little price "... 

..." so, woe to them for what their hands have written "... 

." and woe to them for what they earn "... 
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From the last meanings of the verse, it is well understood that they had used impious

.means and had come up with an incorrect conclusion

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ ام لا  هِّللا  یلَعَ  نَوُلوقُتَ  مْاَ  هُدَهْعَ  هُّللا  فَِلخُْی  نْلَفَ  اًدهْعَ  هِّللادَْنعِ  مُْتذْخََّتاَ  لُْق  هًدَودُْعمَ  ً-ا  ماّیاَ لاِّا  رُاّنلا  انََّسمَتَ  نَْل  اوُلاقوَ   80

نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُرِاّنلا  بُاحصْاَ  کَِئلواُفَ  هُُتئَیطخَ  هِب  تْطَاحاَ  هًئَِّیسَ وَ  بَسَکَ  نْمَ  یلَب   81

نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُ  هَِّنجَْلا  بُاحصْاَ  کَِئ  - لوُا تِاحِلاصّلا  اوُلمِعَ  اوُنمَا وَ  نَیذَّلاوَ   82

And they said : ` The Fire shall not touch us but for a few days '. Say: ` Have you . " 80
taken such a promise from Allah, for He never fails in His promise ? Or do you speak

 ? ' " against Allah what you do not know

Yea! whoever earns evil and is encompassed by his sins, these are the . " 81
." inhabitants of the Fire, therein shall they abide forever

And those who have Faith and do deeds of righteousness they are the inhabitants . " 82
." of Paradise, therein shall they abide forever

Commentary : Verses 80-82

The Qur'ān, here, points to one of the false statements of the Jews of which they

were proud and that very pride was the origin of part of their deviation. Thus the

 : Qur'ān responds to it

.'..." And they said: ` The Fire shall not touch us but for a few days " 

Say: ` Have you taken such a promise from Allah, for He never fails in His promise? "... 
?'" Or do you speak against Allah what you do not know

One of the most obvious reasons for the stubbornness and egoism of this group is

their belief in the ` preference of the Jewish race over all other races, and that they

are different from other nations, and that their sinners will have to tolerate the Fire

only for a few days as their punishment and, therefore, Paradise will be theirs

. ' exclusively forever
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This claim of privileges is not logical in any aspect, because, before Allah, there is no

difference between the members of the human race from the point of rewards or

.punishments for their deeds

Can they support the expectation to their claim of being exceptional among nations

and therefore receiving special treatment regarding the general law of penalties by

 ? describing something they have done to deserve it

However, the above verse with a logical statement, refuses their vain imaginations

and denotes that their claims depict one of these two conditions : they should either

have taken a particular promise from Allah on the matter that they have not or, they

.tell lies and calumniate against Him

****

The next verse expresses a common and universal law which is logical from any point

:of view. It says

Yea! whoever earns evil and is encompassed by his sins, these are the inhabitants of " 
." the Fire, therein shall they abide forever

This is a general rule for the sinners belonging to any sect, nation, in any locality, and

.at any time

****

There is also a universal, general law for the pious believers, which the next verse

 : announces

And those who have Faith and do deeds of righteousness they are the inhabitants of " 
." Paradise, therein shall they abide forever

****

 : Explanation

Earning Sin
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The Arabic term /kasb/ and /'iktisāb/ both mean: ` to earn or gain something willingly

 '. and consciously

Earnings are received in return for something done to profit one's self. This is quite

different from merely falling into evil. It is to selfishly seek one's own gain that is evil.
One sin leads to another sin
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and thus the conscience of the individual gradually becomes deadened until sinning

becomes natural and normal for that person and he is totally abandoned to evil and

attempts to justify his actions and to deny that he deserves eternal punishment. The

law of cause and effect works in its natural order in the case of evil as in the case of

virtue. Those who devote themselves wholly to evil, must naturally find themselves

beset on every side by the consequent evil effects of the causative evil factors

wrought by the individual. But those who struggle against evil, however long it may

take for them to overcome it, the inclination towards the evil, cannot be considered

equivalent to those who are out to earn evil. Those who struggle to overcome evil

hate and detest it and the individual's earnest and sincere effort to overcome evil,
naturally ends in the triumph of good in the human nature. With this endeavour of

good against evil, the natural consequence of the struggle strengthens the nobility in
the individual's personality. But, purposefully yeilding to evil with a selfish motive for

any selfish gains, gradually erects a fortress of evil for the individual so that the

access of good becomes more and more difficult and ultimately renders the

individual's approach to any goodness as impossible. As the individual is totally lost,
for all times, to evil, he convicts himself to the perpetual consequences of the evil all

.around him for ever

 : These kind of people are those who are referred to, later, in Sura 2: 86 which says

Those are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter, " 
." for them the punishment shall not be lightened, nor shall they be helped

****
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Verses 83-86; Arabic

انًسْحُ وَ سِاّنلِل  اوُلوُق  نِیکاسمَْلاوَ وَ  یماتیَْلا  یبرْقُْلا وَ  يذِ  اًناسحِْا وَ  نِْیدَِلاوْلاِب  هَّللا وَ  َّلاِا  نَودُُبْعتَ  -لَ لا  ئارسـِْا ینَب  قَاثیم  انذْخَاَ  ذِْاوَ   83
نَوضُرِْعُم مُْتْناَ  مْکُْنِم وَ  لاًیلقَ  لاِّا  مُْتْیَّلوَتَ  َّمُث  هَوکَّزلا  اوُتا  هَولَّصلا وَ  اومُیقاَ 

نَودُهَشْتَ مُْتْناَ  مُْترْرَْقاَ وَ  َّمُث  مْکُرِایدِ  نِْم  مْکُسَفُْناَ  نَوجُرِخُْت  لاوَ  مْکُءَامدِ  نَوکُفِسْتَ  مْکُقَاثیم لا  انذْخَاَ  ذِْاوَ   84

يراـسُا مْکُوُتأْیـَ  نِْا  نِاودْـعُْلاوَ وَ  مِْثـِْلااِب  مْهِْیلَعَ  نَورُهَاـظتَ  مْهِرِاـیدِ  نِْم  مْکُْنِم  ً-ا  قیرفَ نَوجُرِخُْت  مْکُسـَفُْناَ وَ  نَوُلُتْقتَ  ءِـلاؤُه  مُْتْناَ  َّمُث   85
مْهُجُارخِْا مْکُْیلَعَ  مٌَّرحَُم  وَهُ  مْهُودُافُت وَ 

ِّدشـَاَ یلِا  نَوُّدرَُی  هِمَیقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ایْنُّدـلا وَ  هِویحَْلا  یِف  يٌزْخِ  لاِّا  مْکُْنِم  کَِلذ  لُعَْفیَ  نْمَ  ءُازجَ  امفَ  ضٍْعبَِب  نَورُفُکْتَ  بِاتکِْلا وَ  ضِْعبَِب  نَوُنِمؤُْتفَاَ 
نَوُلمَْعتَ امّعَ  لٍِفاغِب  هُّللا  امَ  بِاذعَْلا وَ 

نَورُصَْنُی مْهُلاوَ  بُاذعَْلا  مُهُْنعَ  فَُّفخَُی  لافَ  هِرَ  - خِلاْاِب -ا  یْنُّدلا هَویحَْلا  اوُرَ  - تَشْا -نَ  يذَّلا -كَ  ئِلوُا  86
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English Translation

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

(No. 2 (Verses 83-86

And (remember) when We made a covenant with the Children of Israel . " 83
(instructing): ` You shall not worship any but Allah; and (you shall do) good to (your)
parents, and to the near of kin and to the orphans, and the needy, and speak kind

( '. words to people, keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates (zakāt

(." Then you turned away, except a few of you, and you backslide (even now

:And (remember) when We made a covenant with you . " 84

You shall not shed your blood, nor expel one another from your dwellings ', then you ` 
." confirmed it while you bore witness

Yet you kill one another and expel a group of your people from their dwellings, . " 85
helping others against them in sin and enmity, and if they come to you as captives,

.you ransom them yet their very expulsion was forbidden for you

 ? Do you then believe in part of the Book, and disbelieve in (another) part

What shall be the recompense of those of you who do that, but disgrace, in the life of

this world, and on the Day of Resurrection to be consigned to the most terrible

." punishment ? And Allah is not heedless of what you do

Those are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the . " 86
." Hereafter, for them the punishment shall not be lightened, nor shall they be helped

****
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Commentary : Verses 83-86

 ! The Breachers of the Covenant

In a few of the verses mentioned before, the covenant of the Children of Israel was

.hinted at, but no details were given about it

Through the verses under discussion, Allah reminds them of some of the items of this

covenant. Most of these items or all of them should be counted as the fundamental

principles and permanent laws of the Divine religions, because this same covenant

and these instructions, in some form or other, are comprehensively found in every

.religion

In these verses, the Qur'ān severely scorns and blames the Jews because they broke

their covenant, and threatens them with disgrace in the life of this world and the most

.grievous punishment in the Hereafter

This covenant, that the Children of Israel were witnesses of and confessed to,
:contains the following items

:Monotheism and worshipping Allah, as the verse says . 1

And (remember) when We made a covenant with the Children of Israel " 

; ..." instructing): ` You shall not worship any but Allah)

, ..." and (you shall do) good to (your) parents . "... 2

, ..." and to the near of kin and to the orphans, and the needy . "... 3

,..." and speak kind words to people . "... 4

,..." keep up the prayer . "... 5

(.'..." and pay the poor-rates (zakāt . "... 6

Then you turned away, except a few of you, and you "... 
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(." backslide (even now

****

:And (remember) when We made a covenant with you . " 7

,..." You shall not shed your blood ` 

', ..." nor expel one another from your dwellings . "... 8

." then you confirmed it while you bore witness . "... 9

 : This item of the covenant is perceived from the sentence)

?"( Do you then believe in part of the Book, and disbelieve in (another) part " 

****
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.But you disregarded many of these aspects of your covenant with Allah

, ..." Yet you kill one another and expel a group of your people from their dwellings " 

, ..." helping others against them in sin and enmity "... 

.All of these deeds you did are a breach of the covenant you had taken with Allah

 ..." and if they come to you as captives, you ransom them "... 

. ..." yet their very expulsion was forbidden for you "... 

It is surprising that you, in paying ransom, and setting your captives free, comply with

:the ordinances of the Turah and the Divine Covenant

 ?..." Do you then believe in part of the Book, and disbelieve in (another) part "... 

What shall be the recompense of those of you who do that, but disgrace, in the life "... 
, ..." of this world

and on the Day of Resurrection to be consigned to the most terrible punishment "... 
?..."

." And Allah is not heedless of what you do "... 

Then, He, the Just, will take all of them into account and will judge upon you according

.to your deeds in the Divine Court of Justice

****

The last of the verses under discussion, in fact, states their main motive for doing

 : these contradictory actions. It says

,Those are they who have bought the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter " 
..."

For this reason : "... for them the punishment shall not be lightened, nor shall they be

." helped
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****
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Explanation

The Best Strategy for the Survival of Nations

These verses have been revealed about the Children of Israel, but they contain a

series of universal laws for the whole human race throughout the world. These laws

consist of some advice for those nations who wish to survive and to exist successfully,
.as well as the secrets of failure and destruction

From the view point of the Qur'ān, nations will be happy and able to continue living

when the individuals of that nation, avoiding sins, attach themselves to the greatest

Power and rely on that Everlasting Source for help in all conditions. It is obvious that

this Origin can be none but Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, they should obey Allah and

bow only to Him, i.e. being sincere unto Him alone in obedience. If nations follow this

law, they will be afraid of none. Genuine sincerity and perfect intentions of a believer

in the way of Allah, do not tolerate the yielding of himself, in any regard, to anything or

anybody else other than the One and Only True God, Allah. For it will mean the

individual's surrender to his self which is nothing more than surrender to Satan which

.is the equivalent of worshipping him

As it was already pointed out, the means of salvation, i.e. for a nation to survive and

endure successfully, is firm adherence of its members to the Divine Covenant and

their faithful and loyal attachment to the divinely commissioned guides. It is obvious

that misdeeds or sins weaken faith, adherence, and the love of goodness, and the

excess of it may result in the total severance of the Holy connection, and in the

individuals becoming totally lost in the darkness of infidelity, hence eternal

punishment and no salvation in either this world or the coming world will be the result

.for such a nation

These verses of the Holy Qur'ān, if studied properly and judged dispassionately

almost suffice to illustrate what is meant by the religion Islam and what kind of life

Islam invites its believers, or all nations to live. And if the members of nations act upon

these commandments, how peaceful, pleasant, and enjoyable will be the life here on
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.earth

These are on one side, but on the other side, the secret of the
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failure and defeat of nations, which finally leads to their destruction and abolishment,
lies in the existence of hate and enmity between them and between the members

inside each nation, i.e. being heedless to the above mentioned commandments. Such

a nation will soon perish because of disregarding Allah's covenant by not relying on

Him, by not respecting and helping their parents, family members, kindreds,
neighbours, and all fellow men, by shedding blood and by not observing the rights of

others by expelling them out of their houses or lands in order to occupy their

 : properties

, ..." You shall not shed your blood, nor expel one another from your dwellings "... 

And, finally, one of the factors of the destruction of nations is unjust discrimination in
the execution of laws, i.e. when they observe those laws which protect their personal

.profits but neglect what is beneficial for the society

? ..." Do you then believe in part of the Book, and disbelieve in (another) part "... 

And these are some of the causes of either the development or failure of nations from

.the view point of the Qur'ān

****
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لٌوسُرَ مْکُءَاج  امَّلکُفَاَ  سِدُقُْلا  حِورُِب  هُاندَّْیاَ  تِانِّیبَْلا وَ  مَیَرْمَ  نَْبا  یسـَیع  انْیتَا  لِسُُّرلاِب وَ  هدِْعَب  نِْم  انْیَّفقَ  بَاتکِْلا وَ  یسـَوُم  انْیتَا  دْقََل  87 وَ 
نَوُلُتْقتَ ً-ا  قیرفَ مُْتْبَّذکَ وَ  ً-ا  قیرفَفَ مُْترْبَکْتَسْا  مُکُسُفُْناَ  يوهْتَ  امِب لا 

نَوُنِمؤُْی ام  لاًیلقَفَ  مْهِرِْفکُِب  هُّللا  مُهُنَعََل  لَْب  فٌْلغُ  انُبوُلُق  اوُلاق  88 وَ 

And We gave Moses the Book, and after him sent Messengers in succession; and . " 87
We gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear Signs, and confirmed him with the Holy Spirit. Is it
that whensoever (thereafter) there came to you a Messenger, with what your selves

." desire not, you became arrogant ? Some you denied, and others you slay

And they said: ` Our hearts are covered '. Nay! Allah has cursed them for their . " 88
." disbelief. Little is that which they believe

****

Commentary : Verses 87-88

Their Covered Hearts

In these verses, again, the Children of Israel are addressed. Yet the concepts and

.criteria mentioned in them are universal and apply to all

,..." At first, it says: " And We gave Moses the Book

; ..." and after him sent Messengers in succession "... 

.There came Messengers such as David, Solomon, Joshua, Zacharia and John

and We gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear Signs, and confirmed him with the Holy "... 
. ..." Spirit

****
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Is it that whensoever (thereafter) there came to you a Messenger, with what your "...
 ? ..." selves desire not, you became arrogant

:This domination of desire on you was so intense that from among those prophets

." Some you denied, and others you slay "... 

This verse makes a fact clear that the Divine apostles, when communicating their

prophecies, on the path of Allah, were heedless of the oppositions of the materialists.
And, it must be so, because a correct sincere leadership is not anything save that. If

prophets tend to follow the unconditioned desires of people and adapt themselves to

people's selfish inclinations, they will be the followers of ` the misled ' rather than

.being a divine leader for the followers of the path of truth

.'... " And they said: ` Our hearts are covered " 

. ..." Nay! Allah has cursed them for their disbelief "... 

." And it is for the same reason that: "... Little is that which they believe

The above sentence may be about the Jews who either rejected the prophets

(p.b.u.h.) or killed them. It is also probable that it refers to the Jews who were

comtemporary with the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and used to inflexibly oppose him with

obstinacy and enmity. However, it states the fact that Man, following his desires, may

reach a point that he be cursed by Allah and be deprived of His Mercy. It is in this case

that his heart is enclosed in a covering so tight that the truth can rarely penetrate into

.it

****
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هِب اورُفَکَ  اوُفرَعَ  ام  مْهُءَاج  امّلَفَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  نَوحُِتْفتَسـْیَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  اوُناک  مْهُعَمَ وَ  امِل  قٌِّدصَُم  هِّللا  دِْنعِ  نِْم  بٌاتکِ  مْهُءَآج  امَّلوَ   89
نَیرِفاکْلا یلَعَ  هِّللا  هُنَْعلَفَ 

بٍضَغَ وَ یلعَ  بٍضَغَِب  ؤُابفَ  هدِابعِ  نِْم  ءُاشیَ  نْمَ  یلعَ  هِلضْفَ  نِْم  هُّللا  لَِّزنَُی  نْاَ  ً-ا  یْغَب هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  امِب  اورُفُکْیَ  نْاَ  مْهُسَفُْناَ  هِب  اوْرَتَشْا  امَسَْئِب   90
نٌیهُم بٌاذعَ  نَیرِفاکْلِل 

When there came to them a Book from Allah, confirming what was with them . " 89
and, from before, they had been praying for victory over those who rejected the

Truth when there came to them that which they recognized (to be Truth), they

. " disbelieved in it. So Allah's curse is on the disbelievers

Evil is the thing they have sold themselves for, denying in what Allah has sent . " 90
down, out of envy that Allah should send down of His grace on whomever He wills of

His servants, and they have incurred Wrath upon Wrath, and for the disbelievers

." awaits a humiliating punishment

Commentary: Verses 89-90

!A Religious Adherent and an Infidel

The words in these verses are again about the Jews and their lives. They formerly had

an ardent love and were desirous for the advent of Islam and Prophet Muhammad

(p.b.u.h.) for which they had settled in Medina waiting to see the signs of the new

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about which they had studied in their heavenly Book, the Turah.
From before, they usually gave each other the happy tidings of the advent of such a
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Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and they hoped that his appearance would help them to be able to

defeat their enemies. But when they received a Book from Allah, the Qur'ān, which

contained the same message that the Jews had had with them, in the Turah, they

.rejected it

When there came to them a Book from Allah, confirming what was with them and, " 
from before, they had been praying for victory over those who rejected the Truth

when there came to them that which they recognized (to be Truth), they disbelieved

. ..." in it

." So Allah's curse is on the disbelievers "... 

Yet, it sometimes happens that a person eagerly pursues a certain fact, but when he

reaches it and finds it opposite to his personal interests, he, being affected by his low

.desires, refuses it and abandons it, or even sometimes he stands against it

In fact, the Jews have willingly acquired defeat. Those people who, with the purpose

of accepting and following the promised Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had emigrated from their

own homes and, with many difficulties, had settled in Medina in order to attain their

goal, ultimately joined the camp of the pagans and hostile disbelievers. Therefore, the

:Qur'ān says

,..." Evil is the thing they have sold themselves for " 

denying what Allah has sent down, out of envy that Allah should send down of His "... 
, ..." grace on whomever He wills of His servants

It seemed they expected that the promised prophet (p.b.u.h.) would be one from

among the Children of Israel. They were displeased of the Qur'ān having been sent

down to someone else. Then they, surrendering themselves to infidelity and disbelief

in the Truth, showed their envy to the holy Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.). Therefore,
:at the end of the verse, it says

and they have incurred Wrath upon Wrath, and for the disbelievers awaits a "... 
." humiliating punishment
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****
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Verses 91-93

مَِلفَ لُْق  مْهُعَمَ  امِل  ً-ا  قِّدصـَُم ُّق  - حَْـلا وَهُ  هُءَاروَ وَ  امِب  نَورُ  - فُکْیَ اـنْیلَعَ وَ  لَزِْنُا  اـمِب  نُِمؤُْن  اوُلاـق  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  اـمِب  اوُنِما  مْهَُل  لَـیق  اذِا  91 وَ 
نَینِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  لُْبقَ  نِْم  هِّللا  ءَایِبْناَ  نَوُلُتْقتَ 

نَومُِلاظ مُْتْناَ  هدِْعَب وَ  نِْم  لَجْعِْلا  مُُتذْخََّتا  َّمُث  تِانِّیبَْلاِب  یسوُم  مْکُءَاج  دْقََل  92 وَ 

لَجْعِْلا مُهِِبوُلُق  یف  اوُبرِشـُْا  انْیصـَعَ وَ  انْعمِسـَ وَ  اوُلاق  اوعُمَسـْاوَ  هٍَّوقُِب  مْکُاـنْیتَا  اـم  اوذُخـُ  رَوُّطلا  مُکُقَوْفَ  اـنْعفَرَ  مْکُقَاـثیم وَ  انذْخـَاَ  ذِْا  93 وَ 
نَ -- ینِمؤْ -تُ-مْ مُ- نْکُ نِْا  -مْ  کُُنامیا -مْ بِ-ه  كُرُُمأْیَ امسَْئِب  لُْق  مْهِرِْفکُِب 

 ', When it is said to them: ` Believe in what Allah has sent down . " 91

( '. they said: ` We believe (only) in what was sent down to us (before

But they disbelieve in what is beyond that, while it is the Truth confirming what is with

:them. Say

Why then were you slaying the Prophets of Allah in former times, if you were ` 
 ?' " (indeed) faithful

And, also, Moses came to you with clear signs; yet you took to worship of the Calf . " 92
. " after him (in his absence) and you were (willful) wrongdoers

And (remember) when We made a covenant with you, and raised the Mount, . " 93
(: above you, (saying

Hold you fast that which We have given you with the strength, and hear (Our ` 
:commandments) '. They said

We hear and disobey '; and they were made to imbibe (the love of ) the Calf into ` 
.their hearts because of their disbelief

 '." Say: ` Evil is what your faith bids you if you be, indeed, faithful
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Commentary: Verses 91-93

Racial Bigotries of the Jews

In commenting on the previous verses, it was said that the Jews tolerated a lot of

trouble and toil on the path of reaching the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that the Turah had

promised, but when he (p.b.u.h.) came, they did not believe in him, because of envy, or

for the reason that this prophet (p.b.u.h.) was not from the Children of Israel, or

.because their personal interests were in danger

Now, through the verses under discussion, the Qur'ān refers to the racial bigotries of

:the Jews by which they are known throughout the world. It says

When it is said to them:` Believe in what Allah has sent down ', they said:` We " 
believe (only) in what was sent down to us (before) '. But they disbelieve in what is

, ..." beyond that

The Jews believed neither in the Evangel (Ingīl) nor in the Qur'ān, but they paid

.attention only to the racial aspects and their personal benefits

The Jews said that they believed in what had been revealed to them, i.e. to the Israeli

prophets (a.s.) and they would not believe in anything revealed to a non-Israeli

prophet (i.e. the holy Prophet Mohammad (p.b.u.h.)). The reply to this arrogance is

given in this verse saying that that which has been sent down to the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is truth verifying that which is in the Book with them, referring to the

:prophecy proclaimed in Duet. 18: 15-18. And, now, the Qur'ān says

. ..." while it is the Truth confirming what is with them "... 

Then, the Holy Qur'ān uncovers their falsehood and says that their excuse for their

 : disbelief is that Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is not from among them

Say: ` Why then were you slaying the Prophets of Allah in former times, if you were " ...
 ? ' " (indeed) faithful

If they truly believed in the Turah, the Divine Book in which murder is considered a
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.major sin, they would not slay the great prophets of Allah

Furthermore, this statement that they say: " We believe (only) in
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what was sent down to us (before) ", is a clear deviation from the path of

Monotheism, or, in other words, it is, in itself, blasphemy. This is a kind of arrogance

.and selfishness whether it be in the form of a personal issue or racial one

The purpose of Monotheism is to eradicate these disgraceful habits from the unity of

human beings so that they accept Allah's commandments merely because they are

.issued from that Origin

In other words, if the acceptance of the Divine instructions is only on the condition

that they be sent down to us, it is, in fact, ` disbelief ' rather than ` belief ', or it is

infidelity rather than ` faithfulness ' in Islam. The acceptance of such instructions is
.not at all true evidence of Faith

It is worthy to note that when the above verse says: " When it is said to them: `

Believe in what Allah has sent down,'... " it refers neither to Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) nor

:to Moses (a.s.) nor to Jesus (a.s.). It merely says

." Believe in what Allah has sent down " 

****

To make their falsehood clearer, in the next verse, the Quraān provides further

:evidence against them. It says

And, also, Moses came to you with clear signs; yet you took to worship of the Calf " 
. " after him (in his absence) and you were (willful) wrongdoers

The Qur'ān tells the Jews that if you are true and you believe in your prophet, why did

you worship the Calf after those clear signs and that monotheistic evidence ? What

kind of faith is it that when Moses (a.s.) goes to the Mount, in his absence, it escapes

from your hearts and immediately infidelity is substituted therein; or the Calf takes

 ? the place of Monotheism

Yes, with this wrong action, you committed an injustice both to yourselves and your

.society, and to your coming generations

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 554 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


****

In the subsequent verse, the Holy Qur'ān cites another example
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proving the meagreness of their claim. It refers to the covenant of Mount Sinai and

:says

And (remember) when We made a covenant with you, and raised the Mount, above " 
(: you, (saying

Hold you fast that which We have given you with the strength, and hear (Our ` 
:commandments) '. They said

 '; ..." We hear and disobey ` 

and they were made to imbibe (the love of) the Calf into their hearts because of "... 
. ..." their disbelief

Yes, blasphemy and mammonism, whose symbol was the love of the golden

Samaritan Calf, had influenced their hearts and took root throughout their souls. That

.was why they forgot their Lord

Strange! What sort of Faith is it that condones both the slaying of prophets and the

 ? worshipping of the Calf, but neglects the observance of firm Divine Covenants

 '." Yes, "... Say: ` Evil is what your faith bids you if you be, indeed, faithful

****
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Verses 94-101; Arabic

نَیقدِاص مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  تَوْمَْلا  اوَُّنمَتَفَ  سِاّنلا  نِودُ  نِْم  هًصَِلاخ  هِّللادَْنعِ  هُرَخِلاْا  رُادّلا  مُکَُل  تَْناک  نِْا  لُْق   94

نَیمِلاظّلاِب مٌیلعَ  هُّللاوَ  مْهِیدْیاَ  تْمََّدقَ  امِب  اًدَباَ  هُوَّْنمَتَیَ  نَْلوَ   95

رََّمعَُی نْاَ  بِاذعَْلا  نَِم  هحِزِحْزَمُِب  وَهُ  ام  هٍنَسَ وَ  فَْلاَ  رَُّمعَُی  وَْل  مْهُدُحَاَ  ُّدوَیَ  اوکُرَشـْاَ  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  هٍویحَ وَ  یلعَ  سِاّنلا  صَرَحْاَ  مْهَُّندَجِتََلوَ   96
نَوُلمَْعیَ امِب  رٌیصَب  هُّللاوَ 

نَینِمؤْمُْلِل يرشُْب  يًدهُ وَ  هِْیدَیَ وَ  نَْیَب  امِل  اقًِّدصَُم  هِّللا  نِذْاِِب  کَِبْلقَ  یلعَ  هَُلَّزَن  هَُّناِفَ  لَیرْبجِِل  اًوّدُعَ  نَاک  نْمَ  لُْق   97

نَیرِفاکْلِل ٌّودُعَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  لَیئاکیم  لَیرْبجِ وَ  هِلسُرُ وَ  هِتکَِئلمَ وَ  هِّلِل وَ  اًوّدُعَ  نَاک  نْمَ   98

نَوقُسِافْلا َّلاِا  اهِب  رُفُکْیَ  ام  تٍانِّیَب وَ  تٍایا  کَْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  دْقََل  99 وَ 

نَوُنِمؤُْی مْهُرُثَکْاَ لا  لَْب  مْهُْنِم  قٌیرفَ  هُذَبََن  اًدهْعَ  اودُهَاع  امَّلکُوَاَ   100

مْهَُّناَکـَ لا مْهِرِوهُظُ  ءَاروَ  هِّللا  بَاـتکِ  بَاـتکِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  قٌیرفَ  ذَبـََن  مْهُعَمَ  اـمِل  قٌِّدصـَُم  هِّللادِْـنعِ  نِْم  لٌوسـُرَ  مْهُءَاـج  امـَّل  101 وَ 
نَومُلَْعیَ

****
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English Translation

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

(No. 2 (Verses 94-101

Say: ` If the Last Abode with Allah is yours exclusively and not for other people, . " 94
 '. " then long for death if you are truthful

But never will they long for death, because of what their hands have sent forth; . " 95
. " for Allah well knows the unjust

Indeed, you will find them the greediest of people for life, even more than those . " 96
who associate partners (to Allah); each one of them is covetous to live (even) a

thousand years, yet the prolongation of his life shall not remove him further away

. " from the punishment. Allah sees what they do

Say (O' Muhammad): ` Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel, who brought down (the . " 97
Qur'ān) upon your heart by Allah's leave, confirming what was before it, and a

 ' ; " guidance and glad tidings for the believers

And whoever is an enemy to Allah, His angels, His Messengers, Gabriel and . " 98
. " Michael (should know that) Allah is surely an enemy to the infidels

Verily, We have sent down to you clear Signs, and none denies them except the . " 99
. " transgressors

What! Whenever they made a covenant, a group of them cast it aside ? Nay, . " 100
. " most of them do not (truly) believe

And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah, confirming what was . " 101
with them, a part of them who were given the Book cast the Book of Allah behind their

! " backs, as though they knew (it) not

****
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Commentary : Verses 94- 101

The Jew's Claim on Heaven

, ..." Say: ` If the Last Abode with Allah is yours exclusively and not for other people " 

From the former verses, it was understood that the Jews claimed that they would not

be touched by the Fire but for a few days when they worshipped the Calf, saying: "

The Fire shall not touch us but for a few days ". Also, when they were told to believe in
Allah's revelation, they replied that they would believe only in their Book, the Turah: "
We believe (only) in what was sent down to us (before). " They imagined that they

were the only people who would be qualified for salvation and felicity, while other

nations would be punished and receive eternal destruction in the Hereafter. Then, to

cancel this kind of idea and to verify that the case is not as they considered, it is told

:them

 '." then long for death if you are truthful "... 

The Messenger of Allah is commanded to tell them that if the abode of the Hereafter

and the blessings of Heaven are exclusively theirs, they must strive to reach such bliss

and invoke for death in order to get rid of the disasters and miseries of this world. It is
in this situation that they would attain eternal happiness which they falsely think

.belongs to them alone

****

Allah Challenges the Jews' Claim

; ... " But never will they long for death, because of what their hands have sent forth " 

." for Allah well knows the unjust "... 

:And in another occurrence, as a protest to them, the Qur'ān says

If you think that you are friends to Allah, to the exclusion of (other) men, then "... 
(. invoke your desire for death if you are truthful! ", (Sura Al-Jumu`ah, No. 62, verse 6
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Yes, a sincere friend desires to be with his friend, someone in love wishes to see one's

love, and a seeker of a particular thing is anxious and desirous to obtain that which

.one is seeking

Worldly affairs and materialism often stand as a curtain or barrier between Allah and

His servants. They usually do not let one approach Him and be acquainted with his /
,her Creator deservingly. Therefore
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the true sincerity towards Him is the desire of death. Then, here, to unvail the

falsehood of the statement of the Jews, Allah announces that if they truly believe that

the future abode with Allah is exclusively theirs and think that only they are those who

are the favoured people of Allah, not any other people, they must invoke death with

.their tongues, hearts, and actions to reach Him without any natural barrier

Indeed, you will find them the greediest of people for life, even more than those who " 
(;..." associate partners (to Allah

But they never invoke death because they are the greediest of all people for the life of

this world. They love the long life of this world even much more than pagans and

.idolators

, ..." each one of them is covetous to live (even) a thousand years "... 

Besides their hideous deeds and that they do not seek death in order to meet the

.Lord, each of them would like to live one thousand years

The figure ` one thousand years ' metaphorically refers to the idea that they wish to

live a long life. This is evidence to their lie and they know that neither the Last Abode

with Allah is theirs, nor are they the friends of Allah. They arrogantly state these

things, based on bigotry, in order to tell the Muslims that both the Jews and their

.ancestral religion are right, and Muslims are wrong and their religion is untrue

Then Allah, by this clear evidence, made their falsehood manifest by stating that the

.friends of Allah are those who are desirous of death to attain their goal

yet the prolongation of his life shall not remove him further away from the "... 
. ..." punishment

. " Allah sees what they do "... 

That is, the Jews will never long for death, then how can they desire a long life when it
does not save them from the punishment ? Yet, they are the greediest people for the

low life of this world which can be a barrier obstructing entrance into the everlasting
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felicity of the life in the coming world. Furthermore, the members of this group having

belief in the Hereafter and the life after death, are greedier for the life of this world

than pagans and blasphemers, who wrongly believe that Man will be destroyed and

.perish after death

, ..." Say (O' Muhammad): ` Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel " 
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Occasion of Revelation

The commentators believe that as `Abdullah-ibn-Abbas cites, the occasion of

:revelation of this verse was as follows

One of the scholars of the Jews by the name of Ibn-Sụ̄riyā, with a group of Jewish

people from Fadak, was attending the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) when he put forth some

.questions to test his gift of prophecy

Thereby being convinced that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) was a true prophet of Allah, he

asked as to which of Allah's angels had conveyed the

.Divine messages to him, and he (p.b.u.h.) answered that Gabriel had

The Jew said he would not believe, as Gabriel was the enemy of his people and he is
the angel of punishment, annoyance, displeasure, indignation, and execution; while

Michael was not, and if Michael would have been the one who came down to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), then they would believe in him (p.b.u.h.). So, Allah (s.w.t.) sent down

this verse and told the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say that he who is the enemy of

:Gabriel, is the enemy of the one

, ..." who brought down (the Qur'ān) upon your heart by Allah's leave "... 

 ' ; " confirming what was before it, and a guidance and glad tidings for the believers "... 

Thus, the Qur'ān attests to the rightfulness of all the heavenly Books such as the

Turah, the Evangil, Psalms of David, the Written Sheets (Scriptures), and what Allah

.(. had sent to other prophets (a.s

The word /hudan/ ` a guidance ' here, may refer to the guidance of the Qur'ān for all

of the believing members of the Jinn and humans. The guidance is apportioned to the

believers perhaps for the reason that it is only the believers who are benefited by the

.Qur'ān, so therefore, the glad tidings are given to them

****
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Now, this verse reiterates the subject matter of the previous verse but with more

:emphasis and accompanied with a threat. It says

And whoever is an enemy to Allah, His angels, His Messengers, Gabriel and Michael " 
. " (should know that) Allah is surely an enemy to the infidels

This statement is an indication to the meaning that these instances
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This statement is an indication to the meaning that these instances are not separable.
The Essence of Allah, angels, all His Messengers, Gabriel and Michael or any other

angels, from this point of view, are all the same and to have enmity with one of them

.is, in fact, having enmity with the others

In other words, Allah's ordinances, which are helpful on the path to development of

the human race, have been revealed from His Origin unto prophets (p.b.u.th.) by

means of angels. And if there be any difference between their missions, it is a

difference of the division of responsibilities, not a contrast in missions. They are all

alongside the path of the same goal. So, being an enemy against one of them is

.showing enmity against Allah

****

Upon the occasion of revelation of verse 99, there is a narration from Ibn-Abbas who

said: " Ibn-Sụ̄riyā, a Jewish scholar, told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.): ` O Muhammad, you

have not brought anything for us that we understand it, and also the Lord has not sent

a clear sign to you so that we follow you thereby '. Then, Allah sent down this verse

(which was a frank vivid answer to that statement.(1

 ! None Denies Divine Signs Save the Transgressors

Through this verse, the Qur'ān points to the fact that Allah has given the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) enough evidence and sufficient

Signs all of which are so clear that nobody can deny them. Hence, those who deny

them, indeed, have recognized the rightfulness of his invitation, but, because of their

.special evil intentions, they oppose it

Verily, We have sent down to you clear Signs, and none denies them except the " 
. " transgressors

Contemplation over the verses of the Qur'ān makes the way clear for any pure-
hearted truth-seeker. By reciting these verses, the reality and truthfulness of the

invitation of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), as well as the greatness of the Qur'ān, can
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be understood. But, only those can understand this meaning that their hearts have

not been darkened

p:241
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as a result of committing sin. Thus, it is not surprising that transgressors and those

who have stained themselves with sins by disobeying the commands of Allah, never

.believe in Islam

****

?What! Whenever they made a covenant, a group of them cast it aside " 

. " Nay, most of them do not (truly) believe

With reference to the previous verses, this verse is also a protest against the Jews as

to why some of these people neglect and breach their covenant that they make with

Allah. They not only break their covenant but also have no faith at all. It may refer to

this idea that if they believed in Allah and His prophets (a.s.), they would never break

.their covenant or never fail in their promise

****

And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah, confirming what was with " 
, ... " them

The purpose of the term ` Messenger ', here, may be the Last Prophet (p.b.u.h.), or it
may refer to all those prophets (a.s.) who came after Moses (a.s.), because, according

to the previous verses, the Qur'ān protests against the Jews for rejecting all of the

great prophets after Moses (a.s.). These prophets (a.s.), with their Divine

commissions, abrogated Moses' religion whereas, in the meantime, they confirmed

the rightfulness of what the Jews had in their hands the Turah yet, some of them (the

:Jews) put the Book of Allah behind their backs

,a part of them who were given the Book cast the Book of Allah behind their backs "... 
..."

Some of the learned men of the Jews put the Book of Allah, the Turah, which attested

to the prophethood of the Last Messenger of Allah, Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), "

behind their backs " and, by neglecting his specific description which was recorded in

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 568 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:the Turah, they abandoned it totally

 ! " as though they knew (it) not "... 

****
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Verses 102-103; Arabic

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

(No. 2 (Verses 102 and 103

یلَعَ لَزِْنُا  ام  رَحِّْسلا وَ  سَاّـنلا  نَومُِّلعَُی  اورُفَکَ  نَیطاـیَّشلا  َّنکِلوَ  نُمْیلَسـُ  رَفَکَ  اـم  نَمْیلَسـُ وَ  کِْـلُم  یلعَ  نُیطاـیَّشلا  اوُلْتتَ  اـم  اوعُبََّتاوَ   102
ءِرْمَْلا وَ نَْیَب  هِب  نَوُقِّرفَُی  ام  امهُْنِم  نَومَُّلعَتَیَفَ  رْفُکْتَ  لافَ  هٌنَْتِف  نُحَْن  امَّنِا  لاوقُیَ  یّتحَ  دٍحـَاَ  نِْم  نِامِّلعَُی  ام  تَورُام وَ  تَورُاه وَ  لَِبابِب  نِْیکَلَمَْلا 

نِْم هِرَخِلاْا  یِف  هَُل  ام  هُبرتَشْا  نِمََل  اومُِلعَ  دْقـََل  مْهُعُفَْنیَ وَ  لاوَ  مْهُُّرضـُیَ  ام  نَومَُّلعَتَیَ  هِّللا وَ  نِذْاِِـب  ـّلاِا  دٍحـَاَ  نِْم  هِب  نَیرّاـضِب  مْهُ  اـم  هجِوْزَ وَ 
نَومُلَْعیَ اوُناک  وَْل  مْهُسَفُْناَ  هِب  اوْرَشَ  ام  سَْئِبَل  قٍلاخَ وَ 

نَومُلَْعیَ اوُناک  وَْل  رٌْیخَ  هِّللادِْنعِ  نِْم  هٌَبوُثمََل  اوْقََّتاوَ  اوُنمَا  مْهَُّناَ  وَْلوَ   103

****
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English Translation

Sura Al-Baqarah

(The Cow)

(No. 2 (Verses 102 and 103

And they followed what the Shaitans chanted of sorcery in the reign of Solomon; . " 102
and Solomon disbelieved not, but the Shaitans disbelieved by teaching people

sorcery; and that which was sent down to the two angels, Hārūt and Mārūt, in

Babylon. Even though they (the two) never taught anyone without saying: ` We are

'. only a trial for you, therefore do not disbelieve

So they learned from these two (magic spells) by which they might cause separation

between a man and his wife, though they cannot hurt anyone (thereby) but by Allah's

.leave

They learn what harms them and profits them not; and they surely knew that the

buyers of it would have no share of happiness in the Hereafter. And vile was the price

(! " for which they sold their own selves, had they but known (this

Yet, had they believed (in Allah), and guarded themselves (against evil) a reward . " 103
(! " from Allah would have been better, had they but known (this

****
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Commentary: Verses 102-103

Solomon (a.s.) and the Sorcerers in Babylon

Solomon Accused of Being a Sorcerer

It is understood from the Islamic literature that, at the time of Solomon (a.s.), some of

his fellow countrymen used to practice the art of sorcery. Solomon (a.s.) ordered that

their records and related materials be gathered and kept locked in a safe place. (Their

preservation was, perhaps, for the purpose that there may have been some pieces of

.( paper among them helpful for breaking the spells of the sorcerers' magic

After the departure of Solomon (a.s.), a group of people took them out and began

spreading and teaching others sorcery. Some, taking advantage of this opportunity,
said that Solomon (a.s.) was not a prophet at all, and the wonderful power that he had

over the realms of nature was through witchcraft; so it was with the help of those

.magic tricks that he could dominate his country and do extraordinary things

By following this group, some of the Israelites were severely engaged in the art of

.sorcery; so intensively that they put the Turah aside

When the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) announced his invitation and, through the verses

of the Qur'ān, proclaimed that Solomon (a.s.) had been one of the apostles of Allah,
some of the Jewish rabbis told their people: ` Are you not surprised that Muhammad

 ? ' says Solomon was an apostle while he was a sorcerer

This statement by those Jews was counted a great accusation against this Divine

prophet (a.s.), because when they said he was a sorcerer it insinuated that he was a
lier and not a true prophet. This action caused him to be considered a blasphemer.

.Then, the above verse responded to their false accusation

However, the first verse of this group of verses illustrates another dimension of the

hineous actions of the Jews : that they accused the apostle of Allah, Solomon (a.s.), of

:sorcery and witchcraft. It says
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; ..." And they followed what the Shaitans chanted of sorcery in the reign of Solomon " 

The pronoun ` they ', existing in the Arabic word /wattaba`ū/, `they
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followed ', may refer to the Jews contemporary with the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) or

.those contemporary with Solomon (a.s.) or all of them

The objective meaning of the term /šayātīn/ may be the evil people, or devils of the

.Jinn, or both of them

:Then, after stating the above idea, the Qur'ān adds

, ..." and Solomon disbelieved not "... 

Solomon (a.s.) never did practice sorcery, and he did not take any advantage from it in
:attaining his goals

; ..." but the Shaitans disbelieved by teaching people sorcery "... 

. ..." and that which was sent down to the two angels, Hārūt and Mārūt, in Babylon "... 

 : Yes, they stretched their hands toward sorcery from two sides

one, from the side of sorcery which was taught by the Shaitans during the time of

Solomon (a.s.); and the other side was the instructions that Hārūt and Mārūt taught

.people for the purpose of breaking the spells of sorcery

 : Even though they (the two) never taught anyone without saying "... 

 '. ..." We are only a trial for you, therefore do not disbelieve ` 

The Story of the two Angels, Harut and Marut

In short, when these two angels appeared in the society, sorcery was in fashion

among those people and a popular item in their marketplace. At that time, most of the

people were captured in the grips of sorcerers. The two angels taught people the

ways in which they could counter the effects of such wicked practices (the witchcraft)
of the sorcerers as an art of self-defense. But learning this art demanded, firstly, that

they learn about the magic itself. So, in order to be able to negate sorcery, they

initially had to learn sorcery itself, and the ways in which it might work effectively, as
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.good skillful magicians

The spread of sorcery

But Jewish mischief mongers took this matter as a means for spreading sorcery more

and more. They expanded it so vastly that they accused the Divine prophet, Solomon

(a.s.), of sorcery and said that if nature, or even Jinns and humans, obeyed him (a.s.), it
was merely the effect of sorcery. Yes, this is the common habit of the vicious: to

.accuse the great men as being their followers to justify their own school of thought

,At any rate, they could not pass this Divine trial successfully and
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.consequently, failed in keeping the right path, the true Faith

So they learned from these two (magic spells) by which they might cause "... 
, ..." separation between a man and his wife

.But the Power of Allah is above all these abilities

. ..." though they cannot hurt anyone (thereby) but by Allah's leave "... 

; ..." They learn what harms them and profits them not "... 

Yes, they altered this divine constructive training. Instead of utilizing it on the path of

improving their society and using it as a means of defense against the witchcraft of

.the sorcerers, they applied it to doing evil

and they surely knew that the buyers of it would have no share of happiness in the "... 
. ..." Hereafter

And vile was the price for which they sold their own selves, had they but known "... 
(! " (this

****

Sorcery-A whirlpool of Blasphemy

They were heedless of their own happiness and of that of the society they belonged

.to, and were drowned in the whirlpool of blasphemy

Yet, had they believed (in Allah), and guarded themselves (against evil) a reward " 
(! " from Allah would have been better, had they but known (this

****
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Verses 104-105

مٌیلاَ بٌاذعَ  نَیرِفاکْلِل  اوعُمَسْاوَ وَ  انرْظُْنا  اوُلوُق  انعِار وَ  اوُلوقُتَ  اوُنمَا لا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   104

هُّللاوِ ءُاشیَ  نْمَ  هِتمَحْرَِب  ُّصتَخْیَ  هُّللا  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  مْکُْیلَعَ  لََّزنَُی  نْاَ  نَیکرِشـْمُْلا  بِاتکِْلا وَ لاَ  لِـهْاَ  نِْم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  ُّدوَیَ  اـم   105
مِیظعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ 

O' you who have Faith! Do not say (to the Prophet) ` rā`inā ' but say ` unzụrnā '; . " 104
. " and hearken (unto him) and for unbelievers awaits a painful punishment

Neither those who reject Faith from among the people of the (earlier) Book, nor . " 105
those who take partners to Allah, wish that any good should be sent down upon you

from your Lord, and Allah chooses especially whom He pleases for His Mercy and

. " Allah is the Lord of Mighty Grace

 : Occasion of Revelation

Ibn Abbas, the leading commentator, is narrated to have said that the early Muslims,
when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was speaking and teaching them the divine verses and

commandments, often asked him to speak slowly so that they could comprehend the

material well and could have opportunity enough to ask their questions. For this

purpose, then, they applied the phrase /rā`inā/ derived from the root /ar-ra`ā/ ` to

give respite ', which means: ` give us respite, wait for us '.(1) But the Jews took the

same word from the Arabic root /ar-ra`ūnah/ used with the meaning of `

foolhardiness, thoughtlessness, foolishness ', which means: ` make foolish of us ' and

(suggests an insult.(2

Here, the Jews had found something by which they could ridicule
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.and make fun of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Muslims

The first verse of the above verses was revealed to prevent this derisive usage of the

word by the Jews. It commanded the believers to use /unzụrnā/ instead of /rā`inā/
which had the same meaning, but was plain and unambiguous. Thus, the enemies

.could not misuse it

Some other commentators have said that the phrase /ra`inā/ was employed by some

Jews in whose language it had an uncomplimentary meaning. They repeated it again

.and again

Some others of the commentators have also said that the Jews pronounced /rā`īnā/
instead of saying /rā`inā/ and, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with that term which

.meant ` our cattle-tender, shepherd ', ridiculed him

These occasions of revelation do not contrast with each other, so that all of them may

.be right

****

:Commentary

 ! Leave No Pretext for Enemies

Regarding what was said about the occasion of revelation, the first verse of the

 : verses under discussion says

 '; ..." O' you who have Faith! Do not say ( to the Prophet) ` rā'inā ' but say ` unzụrnā " 

." and hearken (unto him), and for unbelievers awaits a painful punishment "... 

It is well understood from this verse that the Muslims, should be careful to avoid

giving their enemies any pretext, because they may misuse even one short sentence

against them. The Qur'ān advises the Muslims to avoid uttering even the smallest

common word which they might transform into a term of reproach in order to weaken

the spirits of the Muslims. They should be careful not to select words which have
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multiple or ambiguous meanings that may be misused by the enemies to mock them

thereby but rather should choose appropriate, unambiguous words. They must guard

themselves against the cynical trick of using
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.words which sound complimentary to the ear but have a hidden barb in them

When Islam is so meticulous that it does not let Muslims give their enemies pretext for

these little things, the duty of Muslims is clear for greater and more important

.subjects, both concerning their interior affairs and international matters

It is also noteworthy that the phrase /rā`inā/, besides what was stated before, is not

free from impoliteness in meaning, because this term may also be derived from the

word /murā`āt/, which means that `you should observe us and we will observe you

likewise '. Then, the Qur'ān has bidden the Muslims not to use it anymore, since it

.contains a sense of impoliteness, besides the abusing of it by the Jews

A Precise Meaning

The honorific and enlivening sentence /yā 'ayyuhallaīna 'āmanū/ ` O' you who have

Faith ', addressed to the believers, has occurred 80 times in the Qur'ān. The above

.verse is the first one which contains this phrase

It is interesting that this phrase has occurred only in the verses that have been

revealed in Medina, viz. it is not seen in the Meccan verses. It may be for the reason

that with the emigration of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to Medina, Muslims gathered

together and it was then that the situation of Muslims became stabilized, especially

when they formed a strong, powerful government. Hence, Allah (s.w.t.) addressed

 : them with this phrase

! " O' you who have Faith " 

This phrase conveys another meaning, too. It indicates that now that you have Faith

and have submitted to the truth, i.e. you have taken a covenant with Allah, you should

obey Him according to the commandments that have come along with it. In other

.words, your Faith necessitates that you follow these instructions accordingly

It is also notable that in many references of Islamic literature, including the ones of

:the Sunnite, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is narrated to have said
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No verse has Allah revealed with ` O' you who have Faith ' save that Ali is at its top " 
(and is its chief. "(1

****

The curtain on the enmity and grudge

In the next verse, the Qur'ān pulls back the curtain on the enmity and grudge of the

:pagans and the People of the Book towards the believers. It says

Neither those who reject Faith from among the people of the (earlier) Book, nor " 
those who take partners to Allah, wish that any good should be sent down upon you

, ..." from your Lord

:But this is not but a bare wish for them, because

..." and Allah chooses especially whom He pleases for His Mercy "... 

." and Allah is the Lord of Mighty Grace "... 

Because of their envy and enmity, the enemies of Islam did not want to be witnesses

to this honour and glory given to Muslims, and they could not adapt to the fact that a
great Prophet with a Divine Book from Allah could be appointed for them (Muslims).
But, it was impossible for those hostile enemies to hinder the Mercy and Grace of

.Allah

****
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رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکُ  یلعَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  مْلَْعتَ  مَْلاَ  اهِلْثِم  وْاَ  اهْنِم  رٍْیخَِب  تِأَْن  اهسِْنُن  وْاَ  هٍیَا  نِْم  خْسَْنَن  ام   106

رٍیصَن ٍّیِلوَ وَ لا  نِْم  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِْم  مْکَُل  ام  ضِرْلاَْاوَ وَ  تِاومَّسلا  کُْلُم  هَُل  هَّللا  َّناَ  مْلَْعتَ  مَْلاَ   107

Whatever We abrogate of a verse or cause it to be forgotten, We bring a better . " 106
 ? " or the like of it. Do you not know that Allah has power over all things

Do you not know that to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the . " 107
? " earth and that, besides Allah, you have neither guardian nor helper

Commentary: Verses 106-107

Purpose of Abrogation

The central meaning of these verses, is again the Jewish evil propaganda against the

.Muslims

The Jews occasionally said that the true religion was the religion of the Jews and the

real Qiblah was the direction that they used for their prayers. The evidence

supporting their idea was that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) used to pray toward their

Qiblah (Jerusalem). But when the command for changing the Qiblah from Jerusalem

to the Ka`bah came down and, according to verse 144 from this very Sura, Muslims

had to pray toward the direction of Mecca (Ka`bah), this pretext was taken away

from the Jews. Therefore, they tried to assert a new pretext and said that if the first

Qiblah was right, then what was the second instruction for ? And, if the second

instruction was correct, then the Muslims' previous religious actions performed

.towards Jerusalem would be considered invalid

The Qur'ān replies to their objections through these verses and, thereby, enlightens

:the hearts of the believers. It says
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Whatever We abrogate of a verse or cause it to be forgotten, We bring a better or " 
. ..." the like of it

:And it is easy for Allah, of course

 ? " Do you not know that Allah has power over all things "... 

..." Do you not know that to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth " 

Allah has the right to change His ordinances in any form He pleases and He is the

.most knowledgable of all as to the welfare of His servants

 ? " and that, besides Allah, you have neither guardian nor helper "... 

In fact, the first part of this verse denotes the absolute sovereignty of Allah in

religious ordinances and that He is able to recognize and has the required knowledge

to decide what is good for His creatures. Then, believers should not hearken to the

vain words of some self-centered fellows who have doubt in the abrogations of the

.Divine Ordinances

And the second part of the verse is a warning to those who choose refuge and

.support in other than Allah, because there is no real support in the world save Allah

It should also be noted that the term /nasx/ ` abrogation ' in philology means: ` to

abolish, destroy ', and from the point of view of religion it means: `to nullify a rule and

substitute another in its place'. The detailed explanation about this subject will be

.discussed later

****
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Verse: 108

لِیبَّسلا ءَاوسَ  َّلضَ  دْقَفَ  نِامیلاْاِب  رَْفکُْلا  لَِّدبَتَیَ  نْمَ  لُْبقَ وَ  نِْم  یسوُم  لَِئسُ  امکَ  مْکَُلوسُرَ  اوُلئَسْتَ  نْاَ  نَودُیرُت  مْاَ   108

Or do you desire to question your Messenger (Muhammad) as Moses was . " 108
questioned aforetime ? And he who exchanges Faith for infidelity, he has surely

." strayed from the right way

:Occasion of Revelation

In the commentary books you may find some apparently different occasions of

revelation for this verse, but their conclusions are nearly the same. A few of them are

:as follows

One of the occasions of revelation upon the above verse has been narrated by Ibn

Abbas. It is stated that once Wahab-ibn-Zayd and Rāfi`-ibn-Ḥarmalah came to the

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him to bring a letter from Allah for them to read and

then they might believe. Or, it happened that he (p.b.u.h.) was asked to make some

.streams appear and flow for them so that they might follow him

Some other commentators have said that a group of Arabs wanted from the Prophet

of Islam (p.b.u.h.) the same things that the Jews wanted from Moses (a.s.). They asked

him to show the Lord clearly so that they could see Him with their own eyes and then

.they would believe

.As a response to them for their demand, the above verse was revealed

 : Commentary

Some Futile Pretexts

The addressees, in this verse, are some Muslims whose Faith was feeble, or the

pagans. The Jews are not mentioned directly in this verse but, as we will explain later,
.it is not far removed from the story of the Jews
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It was, perhaps, after the event of the change of the Qiblah that some of Muslims and

pagans, affected by the temptations of the Jews, requested some vain and futile

demands from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the examples of which were cited in the

:above. Allah, the Almighty, forbade them to ask such questions. The Qur'ān says

Or do you desire to question your Messenger (Muhammad) as Moses was " 
questioned aforetime ? ..." But you have decided, indeed, to evade believing by the

.acceptance of these vain pretexts

In view of the fact that this action is a way of exchanging Faith for blasphemy, at the

:end of the verse it adds

And he who exchanges Faith for infidelity, he has surely strayed from the right "... 
." way

It should be noted that Islam has never prevented people from asking scientific or

logical questions, as well as asking the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to perform miracles in order

to prove the Divine rightfulness of his prophecy, because the means of gaining

understanding and Faith are the same. But there were some people who asked some

futile questions and demanded some irrational pretexts in order to shirk the invitation

.(. of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h

****
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ُّق - حَْلا -مُ  هَُل -نَ  َّیبَتَ ام  -دِ  عَْب -مْ مِ-نْ  هِسِفُْناَ -دِ  نْعِ اًدسـَحَ مِ-نْ  اًرافّکُ  مْکُِنامیا  دِْـعَب  نِْم  مْکَُنوُّدرُیَ  وَْل  بِاتکِْلا  لِهْاَ  نِْم  رٌیثکَ  َّدوَ   109
-رٌ يدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکُ  یلعَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هرِ  - مْاَِب هُّللا  -يَ  تِأْیَ یّتحَ  اوحُفَصْاوَ  اوفُعْافَ 

رٌیصَب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  هَّللا  َّنِا  هِّللا  دَْنعِ  هُودُجِتَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  مْکُسِفُْنلاَِ  اوُمِّدقَُت  ام  هَوکَّزلا وَ  اوُتا  هَولَّصلا وَ  اومُیقاَوَ   110

Many of the people of the (earlier) Book wish they could turn you back to be . " 109
infidels, after you have believed, out of their own envy, even after the truth was

.manifest to them

Nevertheless) forgive and overlook till Allah brings about His command, truly Allah)
." has power over all things

And keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates; whatever good you shall . " 110
. " forward for yourselves, you shall find it with Allah; surely Allah sees what you do

Commentary: Verses 109-110

Envy and Obstinacy

There were many members of the People of the Book, especially those of the Jews,
who not only disbelieved in Islam but they also urged the believers to abandon their

.Faith. Their motive, for this action, was nothing but envy

:Through the above mentioned verses, the Qur'ān addresses this matter by saying

Many of the people of the (earlier) Book wish they could turn you back to be infidels, " 
after you have believed, out of their own envy, even after the truth was manifest to

. ..." them

Here, the Qur'ān bids the believers to forgive them their evil
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:endeavours aiming at the destruction of Faith until Allah sends His command

Nevertheless) forgive and overlook till Allah brings about His command, truly Allah "... )
." has power over all things

This is, in fact, a tactical instruction given to Muslims that they should stand firm

before the intense pressure of the enemies; and in this particular circumstance utilize

the weapon of forgiveness while they focus their abilities upon constructing

.themselves and their Islamic society, and wait for the command of Allah

As a great many of the commentators have said, the purpose of ` the command of

Allah ', here, is ` the command for the Holy War ' which at that time had not been

revealed yet. The reason for the delay may have been that their conditions were not

completely appropriate for that command. That was why, according to many of the

commentators, the idea in this verse was changed by the subsequent verses

.regarding ` the Holy War ', which will be referred to later

Prayer and Alms-giving

The verse following the above one bids the believers to perform two great

constructive commands. One of them is about ` prayer ' which establishes a firm

relationship between the servant and his Lord. The second is alms-giving which is the

secret of cohensiveness among the members of societies. These two are necessary

:for defeating enemies. It says

; ... " And keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates " 

.By these two deeds you may strengthen both your spirit and body

Then, it adds that you should not think that the good deeds you do and the material

:wealth you pay as poor-rates in the way of Allah will be lost totally. It is not so, but

; ..." whatever good you shall forward for yourselves, you shall find it with Allah "... 

." surely Allah sees what you do "... 

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 588 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Thus, He definitely knows which deeds you have done for His sake and which ones for

.the sake of other than Him

****
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نَیقدِاص مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  مْکَُناهرُْب  اوُتاه  لُْق  مْهُُّیِناماَ  کَْلِت  يراصَن  وْاَ  اًدوهُ  نَاک  نْمَ  لاِّا  هََّنجَْلا  لَخُدْیَ  نَْل  اوُلاق  111 وَ 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُلاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  لاوَ  هِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  هُرُجْاَ  هُلَفَ  نٌسِحُْم  وَهُ  هِّلِل وَ  هُهَجْوَ  مَلَسْاَ  نْمَ  یلَب   112

And they said: ` None shall enter Paradise except one who is a Jew or a . " 111
 '." Christian.' Such are their fancies. Say: ` Bring your proof, if you are truthful

Yes! Whoever submits himself entirely to Allah, and he is a doer of good, his . " 112
." reward is with his Lord; no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve

Commentary: Verses 111-112

Point

In the above verses, the Qur'ān has referred to one of the other vain, inappropriate

statements of a group of the Jews and the Christians, and then, it has responded to

:them with a knockdown answer. It is as thus

 '. And they said: ` None shall enter Paradise except one who is a Jew or a Christian " 
..."

:In reply to them, at first, it says

Such are their fancies. ...", and they will never reach such "... 

:wishes. Then, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) it says

 '. " Say: ` Bring your proof, if you are truthful "... 

****

Every claim needs its own proof for verification. When the fact became clear that they

had not any proof for their claim and that their insistence that Paradise was

exclusively theirs, which was merely a bare desire of theirs, the essential basic

:criterion for entering Paradise was given, as a general law in this verse, as it says
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Yes! Whoever submits himself entirely to Allah, and he is a doer of good, his reward " 
; ..." is with his Lord

." Therefore, "...no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve

In short, the fact is that entering Paradise, the reward of Allah, and attaining felicity

and salvation in the coming eternal life is exclusive to no tribe or particular race, but

:these merits belong to the ones who have the following two attributes

The first attribute is that the person should submit himself wholly to the commands of

Allah, and obey all of His commandments without considering any difference between

this ordinance or that one. It should not be so that he accepts those commandments

that are compatible with what he considers his benefit and puts aside those that are

.opposite to that which he desires. Yes, such ones are entirely submitted to Allah's Will

The second attribute is that the effect of Faith is illustrated in their deeds in the form

.of good actions. These people are good to all human beings in all of their affairs

The Quran Nullifies Racial Bigotry

By this statement, in fact, the Qur'ān, as a general rule, nullifies the inappropriate

racial bigotries, and absolutely dismisses true salvation and happiness from the

confinement of a special tribe. To sum it up, the verse distinguishes Faith and good

.deeds as criterion for true felicity

****
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Verse 113

نَیذَّلا لَاق  کَِلذکَ  بَاتکِْلا  نَوُلْتیَ  مْهُ  ْ ءٍ وَ  یْـش یلعَ  دُوهُیَْلا  تِسَْیَل  يراصَّنلا  تَِلاق  ْ ءٍ وَ  یْـش یلعَ  يراصَّنلا  تِسَْیَل  دُوهُیَْلا  تَِلاق  113 وَ 
نَوفُِلتَخْیَ هِیف  اوُناک  امیف  هِمَیقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهُنَْیَب  مُکُحْیَ  هُّللافَ  مْهِِلوْقَ  لَْثِم  نَومُلَْعیَ  لا 

:The Jews said: ` The Christians rest on naught ', and the Christians said . " 113

The Jews rest on naught '; yet they (both) recite the (same) Book. Even so, similar to ` 
their sayings, spoke those who know not. Allah will judge between them on the Day of

." Judgement in what they differ

 : Occasion of Revelation

Some of the commentators have narrated from Ibn Abbas that when a group of

Christians who were from Najrān were attending a gathering of the Prophet's

(p.b.u.h.), some of the Jewish scholars were there, too. These two groups began

disputing with each other before the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Rafi`-ibn-Ḥarmalah, one of

the Jews, turned to the Christians and said that their religion was based on naught.
.Thus, he was rejecting the prophethood of Jesus (a.s.) and his Divine Book

Then, a man from among the Christians from Najrān, too, replied to him with a similar

expression and said that the religion of the Jews was based on naught. Thus, he also

rejected both the prophethood of Moses (a.s.) and the Turah. It was at that time that

the above verse was revealed and reproached both groups for their fabricated

(statements.(1

:Commentary

Exclusivity, the Fruit of Ignorance

In the previous verse, we became acquainted with a portion of the proofless claims of

a group of the Jews and the Christians. The verse
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under discussion indicates that when a proofless claim comes forth, it results in

.exclusivity and then leads to contradiction

:The Jews said: ` The Christians rest on naught ' , and Christians said " 

 '; ..." The Jews rest on naught ` 

The phrase: ` rest on naught ' may mean that they have no rank and honour with

.Allah; or their belief is not a thing worthwhile

:Then, to complete the above idea, it adds

. ..." yet they (both) recite the (same) Book "...

That is, with the Divine Book that they have in their hands which can guide them

toward the right path concerning these problems, it is surprising that they say such

.words which originate from nowhere except prejudice and enmity

:Then the Qur'ān continues saying

." Even so, similar to their sayings, spoke those who know not "...

.( Although these are the People of the Book and those are pagans or idolaters)

This verse introduces ignorance as the origin of bigotry and prejudice, because

ignorant people are always shut in their own worlds and do not accept other than that

which they know. They seriously believe only in the Faith that they have been

acquainted with from their early childhood, even if it is false or superstitious.
.Therefore, they put aside everything other than that which they believe

:At the end of the verse, it says

." Allah will judge between them on the Day of Judgement in what they differ "...

It is in the Hereafter where the facts will be entirely evident and the proof and

references of all things will become perfectly manifest. None will be able to deny what

is right and, thus, there will remain no dispute. Yes, one of the special characteristics
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.of the Resurrection Day is that all disagreements will come to an end

By the way, the above verse reminds Muslims that although the followers of these

religions have stood against them and rejected Islam, therefore, they need not be

worried because the Jews and Christians do not verify even themselves. Each of them

nullifies the other and, in principle, ignorance is the origin of bigotry and bigotry is the

.source of exclusivity
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Verse 114

یِف مْهَُل  نَیفِئاخ  لاِّا  اهوُلخُدْیَ  نْاَ  مْهَُل  نَاک  ام  کَِئلوُا  اهِبارخَ  یف  یعسـَ  هُمُسـْا وَ  اهَیف  رَکَذُْـی  نْاَ  هِّللا  دَجـِاسمَ  عَنَمَ  نَّْمِم  مُلَظْاَ  نْمَ  114 وَ 
-مٌ یظعَ بٌاذعَ  هِرَ  - خِلاْا یِف  -مْ  هَُل يٌزْ وَ  ایْنُّدلا خِ-

And who is more unjust than he who prevents the mosques of Allah of His Name . " 114
being remembered therein and strives for their ruin? Such (people) might never enter

them, save in fear. For them is disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a great

." punishment

 : Occasion of Revelation

It has been narrated from Ibn Abbas, cited in the book ` Asbāb-un-Nuzūl ', that this

verse was revealed about Fatlus-ur-Rūmī, a Roman, and his friends. They fought

against the Children of Israel and burnt the Turah. In that war, Jewish children were

(made captives, and Jerusalem was ruined and filled with corpses.(1

The Late Tạbarsī, a great commentator, narrates from Ibn Abbas, in his book `

Majma`ul-Bayān ', that this strive for the destruction of Jerusalem was continued

(until when that Holy Land was conquered by Muslims. ...(2

A tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) says that this verse was revealed about the

Quraysh when they prevented the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from entering Mecca and the

(Ka`bah.(3

Also, a third occasion of revelation is cited for this verse. It says the verse is referring

to the sites in Mecca where Muslims used to pray at, which pagans destroyed totally

after the emigration of the Prophet
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(p.b.u.h.) from that City.(1)

There is no discrepancy in saying that all three of these occasions of revelation refer

to their own individual incidents. Therefore, each of them illustrates one of the

.dimensions of the subject

 : Commentary

 ! The Most Unjust Ones

When dealing with the occasions of revelation of the above mentioned verse, it is

understood that the words are about all three groups: the Jews, the Christians and

the pagans, while the words in the previous verses were mostly about the Jews and

.sometimes about the Christians

At any rate, the Jews, creating mischief about the Qiblah, tried to return the direction

of the prayers of Muslims toward Jerusalem in order to appear to have, by that

manner, a kind of superiority in the eyes of the community of Muslims and also

(weaken the lustre and elegance of the Sacred Mosque and the Ka`bah.(2

The pagans of Mecca, having prevented the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Muslims from

visiting and pilgrimaging to the Sacred House, the Ka`bah, practically stepped forth

.toward the desolation of this Holy Structure

The Christians, too, having conquered Jerusalem and having performed actions which

gave rise to what was said to be the occasion of revelation of this verse, as narrated

.by Ibn Abbas, tried to ruin it

:The Qur'ān, warning these three groups and all others who pave a similar way, says

And who is more unjust than he who prevents the mosques of Allah of His Name " 
? ..." being remembered therein and strives for their ruin

Thus, the Qur'ān considers this prevention unjust and introduces contrivers of it as

'the most unjust people. Indeed, what greater ` unjust

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 596 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_263_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_263_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p:263

.Maima-u-Bayan, Vol.1, p. 189 Almizan, the commentary of the verse 1 - 1
Tatsir Fakhri-Razi, vol. 4, p.9 2 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 597 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


could be committed than that they strive to ruin the Monotheistic centers and prevent

people from remembering the Name of their Providence, whose consequence would

 ! be the spread of polytheism and corruption in the society

 : Then, the verse continues saying

. ..." Such (people) might never enter them, save in fear "... 

That is, Muslims and monotheists of the world should stand so firm against these

transgressors that their hands be curtailed from these sacred sites so that none of

.them can freely and without fear enter therein

In commenting on the above verse, a possible meaning is that these kind of unjust

people with these kind of actions will never truly succeed in taking these Holy shrines

and places of worship under their own control. The final circumstance will be such that

they will not be able to enter them save in fear. They will be subject to just the same

.fate and fortune that the pagans of Mecca had regarding the Sacred Mosque

Finally, through the concluding words of the verse and with a shocking statement, the

Qur'ān has referred to the penalty of those transgressors both in the present world

:and the coming world. It says

. " For them is disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a great punishment "... 

.And this is the end of those who want to separate servants from their Providence

Explanation

Mosques and the Ways of their Desolation

There is no doubt that the above verse has a vast meaning which is not confined to a
particular time or place. The verse, from this point of view, is like other verses of the

Qur'ān which have been revealed in relation to a specific condition or circumstance

referred to as the occasion of revelation, but their ordinances are valid in all ages.
Therefore, anyone or any group who strive in any form to ruin the mosques of Allah,

or prevent the Name of Allah from being
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remembered and adored therein, will be faced with the same disgrace and great

.punishment which have been pointed out in this verse

It is also necessary to pay attention to this fact that the prevention of worshippers

from entering into the Sacred Mosque and the barring of the remembrance of the

Name of Allah and His adoration along with striving for ruining it, does not only refer

to the mosque being destroyed by shovel and pick, but involves any actions that

.cause mosques to be ruined or seem dull and lustreless

As it will be explained when commenting on Sura Al-Taubah, No. 9, verse 18, the

purpose of the Qur'ānic phrase /ya`muru masājid/, mentioned in the verse, according

to the clear meanings of some Islamic narrations and traditions, is not merely ` to

build or to mend the mosques '. Attending these holy shrines and remembering the

Name of Allah and adoring Him therein not only is a means of maintaining them but

.also is counted as their most important form of maintenance

Therefore, in the opposite case, whatever causes people to neglect the remembrance

of the Name of Allah and keeps them apart from the mosques, is a very grand

.injustice

****

 : Supplication

!O' Lord ! Guard us from, and against, any deviation and corruption

****
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Verse 115

مٌیلعَ عٌسِاو  هَّللا  َّنِا  هِّللا  هُجْوَ  َّمثَفَ  اوُّلوَُت  امنَْیاَفَ  بُرِْغمَْلا  قُرِشْمَْلا وَ  هِّلِل  115 وَ 

And to Allah belong the East and the West, wherever you turn, there is the . " 115
." Presence of Allah. Surely Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing

 : Occasion of Revelation

There are different narrations cited on the cause of the occasion of revelation of this

.verse

Ibn Abbas says that this verse concerns the change of the Qiblah. When Muslims'

Qiblah was changed from Jerusalem to the Ka`bah, the Jews tried to reject it by

objecting to the Muslims and demanding of them how the Qiblah could be changed.
This verse was revealed and replied to their objection that the East and the West of

(the world belong to Allah.(1

Another tradition indicates that this verse has been revealed regarding ` the

recommended prayers '. It refers to this meaning that one can pray his

supererogatory prayers in any direction that his mount moves towards, even if he is
(facing opposite to the Qiblah.(2

Some others have narrated from Jābir who said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) once sent

some of the Muslims to fight in a war. When the dark of night fell and they wanted to

pray their night prayer they could not confirm the correct direction of the Qiblah.
Then, every one used an approximate direction towards the Qiblah and offered his

prayers. At the break of dawn they found out that they had prayed towards a

direction other than the Qiblah. They informed the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about it and

the above verse was revealed declaring that their prayers were all correct in such a
(condition.(3
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Manhaj-us Sadiqin, vol. 1, p. 348, and AbulfuTuh-Rāzi, vol. 1, p. 302 2 - 2
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This religious creed, of course, has some conditions that should be studied in ) 
.( jurisprudent books

It is realistic that all of the above occasions of revelation are correct for this verse.
That is, the verse refers to the idea of the change of the Qiblah as well as reciting the

supererogatory prayer when riding on a mount, and the obligatory prayers

performed when the correct direction of the Qiblah is not recognizable. Besides, no

verse, in principle, is allocated exclusively to its occasion of revelation, but its content

should be considered as a general ordinance; and, sometimes, what a great number

.of different ordinances can be derived from it

 : Commentary

Allah, the Omnipresent

The previous verse was about the oppressors who prevented worship in the mosques

of Allah, and strived for the destruction of them. The verse under discussion is a

:continuation of the same idea. It says

And to Allah belong the East and the West, wherever you turn, there is the Presence " 
. ..." of Allah

It is not such that if they prevent you from entering the mosques of Allah and

attending the monotheistic centers, the path of adoring Allah would be entirely closed

to you. The East and the West of the world belong to Him. Whithersoever you turn, He

is there. Also, the change of the Qiblah, which was ordained because of some

particular circumstances, has not the least effect on our worship. Can any place be

found where Allah is not there. In principle, Allah has no limited place. (A further

(. explanation can be studied on page 322

:That is why at the end of the verse, it says

." Surely Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing "... 

The point noteworthy here is that the East and the West mentioned in the verse
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should not be taken as confined to the directions where the sun rises or sets, as they

are only relative expressions. The emphasis on the East and the West may be

because the first directions that man is able to recognize are these two directions,
and the other
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.directions can be figured out by determining them

The Qur'ān, concerning these directions, also says: " And We made a people,
considered weak (and of no account), inheritors in both East and West, ...", (Sura

(. 'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 137

****

Philosophy of the Qiblah

Point

The first question that arises here is that if ` wherever we turn, there is the Presence

 ? of Allah ', then why is it necessary that we observe the direction of the Qiblah

As we will explain later, observing the Qiblah does not mean to confine the Presence

of Allah to a particular direction. Since man is a creature dependent on material and

concrete thought, he should pray towards whatever direction the commandment has

mandated. All should pray towards a single direction in order to unite all Muslims in

.single rows, and to avoid dispersion and disorder

Imagine how disgraceful it would be if every individual prayed toward a separate

.direction or in dispersive rows

By the way, the direction which is appointed as the Qiblah ( the direction towards the

Ka`bah ) is a holy place and it is the most ancient sacred site of monotheism whose

.consideration evokes monotheistic remembrance

The phrase / wajhullah / does not mean ` the face of Allah ', as some have rendered,
 '. but it means, here, ` the Unity or Presence of Allah

As it was stated before, in the occasion of revelation, and many Islamic narrations

attest to, this verse has been taken as the basic reference to certify the validity of the

prayers offered by those who would pray toward a direction other than the direction

of the Ka`bah by mistake or because of lack of the capability of verification. This very
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verse is also referred to for the validity of reciting prayers when riding on a moving

mount. (For more details concerning this subject, refer to the jurisprudential books `
 '.( Wasā'il-ush-Shī`ah ', ` Kitāb-us-̣Sạlāt ', and `Abwāb-ul-Qiblah
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Three authentic traditions

Here, we attract your attention to three authentic traditions about the term /
 : wajhullah / and its meaning

It is cited in the book ` Al-Tauhị̄d ' from Salmān Fārsī, through a tradition known as . 1
Jāthlīq, who asked Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) some questions which were

comprehensively replied to. One of them was that he asked him (a.s.) which direction

his Lord's presence was. Hadrat Ali (a.s.) told Ibn Abbas to have some firewood

fetched for him (a.s.). The firewood was brought and was kindled. When the fire was

flaming, Ḥadrat Ali (a.s.) asked the man which direction the face of the fire was, and

.the Christian answered that its face was on every side

Ali-ibn-Abītalib (a.s.) said: " This fire which is a material, is not recognized by its face,
then Allah, its Creator, is not like that. ` To Allah belong the East and the West,

(wherever you turn, there is the Presence of Allah.' ..."(1

Again, keeping in mind that the commands given by the Holy Messenger (p.b.u.h.) . 2
are those that he has received from Allah, it is narrated from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

(a.s.) who said that the manifestation of Allah (s.w.t.) is Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) who are the

guides and Imams for people whose obedience to them has been enjoined by Him the

same as it has been enjoined to Him and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.). That is, the only

way to the cognizance of / wajhullah / ` the Presence of Allah ' and the Divine Majesty

is through Ahlul-Bait (a.s.), who are His witnesses. (2) That is, haply, why they (Imams)
have said: " It is through us that people know Allah, and through us (with our

(guidance) they worship Allah."(3

Tāriq-ibn-Shahāb has narrated in a tradition from Ḥadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali . 3
(a.s.) who said: " O Tạ̄riq ! Imām is the Word of Allah, the Proof of Allah, the Presence

(of Allah, the Light of Allah..."(4

There are some other expressive narrations on the subject cited in Bihạ̄rul-Anwār,
.vol. 93, p. 228, which can be referred to, too
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نَوُتِناق هَُل  ٌّلکُ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِاومَّسلا  یِف  ام  هَُل  لَْب  هَُناحْبسُ  اًدَلوَ  هُّللا  ذَخََّتا  اوُلاق  116 وَ 

نُوکُیَفَ نْکُ  هَُل  لُوقُیَ  امَّناِفَ  اًرْماَ  یضقَ  اذِا  ضِرْلاَْاوَ وَ  تِاومَّسلا  عُیدَب   117

They said: ` Allah has taken to Himself a son '. Glory be to Him! Nay, to Him . " 116
." belongs all that is in the heavens and on the earth: all are obedient to Him

Originator (is He) of the heavens and the earth; and when He decrees a matter . " 117
." to be, He only says to it ` Be ' and it is

Commentary : Verses 116-117

The Jews, Christians, and Pagans and their Superstitions

The superstitious belief that Allah has got a child is accepted by the Christians, a group

of the Jews, and some pagans. All of them believe that He has chosen a child for

.Himself

Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 30 says: " The Jews call `Uzair (Ezra) a son of Allah, and

the Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouth; (in this)
they but imitate what the Unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's curse be on them:

! " how they are deluded away from the Truth

:Also, about the pagans, Sura Yūnus, No. 10, verse 68 says

! ..." They say: ` Allah has begotten a son! ' Glory be to Him! He is Self-Sufficient"

There are many other verses in the Holy Qur'ān that refer to this inappropriate idea of

.theirs

:To condemn this superstition, the first verse of the verses under discussion says

! ..." They said: ` Allah has taken to Himself a son '. Glory be to Him " 
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Why would Allah need to take a son for Himself? Is He in need of one? Is He limited?

?Does He need to be helped? Or, is it necessary for Him to have any descendants

; ..." Nay, to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on the earth "...

." all are obedient to Him "... 

He is not only the Possessor of all things and creatures in the world of existence, but

; ..." also, " Originator (is He) of the heavens and the earth

And He has created all of them without any previous design, preparation, or without

.being in need of any pre-existing material

What necessity is He forced by to have a child while everything is immediately ready

?for Him

." and when He decrees a matter to be, He only says to it ` Be ' and it is "... 

Explanation

Besides the above verse, the phrase / kun fayakūn / ` Be! and it is ' has occurred in
:several verses of the Qur'ān, including the followings

Sura 'Al-i-`Imran, No. 3, verse 47 . 1

Sura 'Al-i-`Imran, No. 3, verse 59 . 2

Sura Al-An`ām, No. 6, verse 73 . 3

Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 40 . 4

Sura Maryam, No. 19, verse 35 . 5

Sura Yāsīn, No. 36, verse 82 . 6

Sura Qāfir, No. 40, verse 68 . 7

This phrase is about the Will of Allah and His Absolute Sovereignty on the subject of
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.creation

To understand this well, we should know the meaning of the Unity of Acts and the

creation of all created beings by Allah's Will. Precisely, Unity of Acts, in terms of His

acts, does not need any help or helper from outside Himself. Should He use any

means for that purpose, the means itself is created by Him and used by Him. It is not
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that He needs some help from outside Himself which is not connected to Him, and to

be brought from somewhere else, or if so Allah would not be able to do whatever He

wants to. No, it is not like that at all. Allah's Acts need none but Himself and His Will

.alone

The explanation is that the objective meaning of the phrase / kun fayakūn / (` Be! ' and

it is ) is not that Allah issues a verbal command with the word ` Be ', but the reality is
that when He wills something to exist it exists. There will be no time between that Will

.and its existence, not even a moment

In other words, the phrase / kun fayakūn / (` Be! ' and it is ) is only to bring home to the

human mind the Omnipotent Will which, properly speaking, can never be translated

.into any verbal expression

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali ibn-AbīTạ̄lib (a.s.), of whom the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had

declared: ` I (i.e. the holy Prophet himself) am the City of knowledge and Ali is its Gate

', in referring to the phrase mentioned in this verse; regarding the Divine

:Omnipotence and the execution of His Will says

Not by sound uttered, nor by voice heard, His Word, blessed be He, is Action " 
(proceeding from Him ".(1

There is a similar idea in a tradition from Ḥadrat Musa-ibn-Ja`far, the seventh Imam

((a.s.), cited in Al-Kāfī as well as in Touhịd Sạdūq. (2

This meaning, with a slightly different explanation, is also mentioned in Tafsīr-Burhān,
.vol. 1, p. 146

****
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دْقَ مْهُُبوُلُق  تْهََباشتَ  مْهِِلوْقَ  لَْثِم  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَّلا  لَاق  کَِلذکـَ  -هٌ  يَا -ا  نیتأْتَ وْاَ  هُّللا  -ا  نَمُِّلکَُی وَْل لا  نَو  - مُلَْعیَ ـلا  -نَ  يذَّلا لَاـق  118 وَ 
نَوُنِقوُی مٍوْقَِل  تِایلاْا  اَّنَّیَب 

مِیحجَْلا بِاحصْاَ  نْعَ  لُئَسُْت  اًر وَ لا  - يذَن اًر وَ  - یشَب ِّق  - حَْلاِب كَا  - نْلسَرْاَ ّ-ا  نِا  119

And the ignorant said: ` Why does Allah not speak to us or a Sign comes not to . " 118
us? ' Even thus said those before them, the like of what they say; their hearts are all

.alike

." Indeed We have made clear the Signs to people who are sure

Verily, We have sent you ( O' Muhammad) with the truth as a bearer of glad . " 119
tidings and a warner and you shall not be questioned about the inhabitants of the

." Blazing Fire

Commentary : Verses 118-119

Another Pretext

Similar to the pretexts of the Jews, in the initial verses of the above group of verses,
another party of pretext-seekers are referred to, whom, apparently, were the Arab

:pagans. It says

?And the ignorant said: ` Why does Allah not speak to us or a Sign comes not to us " 
'..."

This group of unbelieving people, whom the Qur'ān has referred to as / alla īna lā

:ya`lamūna / ` the ignorant ' had, indeed, two illogical demands

 ? Why does Allah not speak to them . 1

 ? Why does a Sign not come to them . 2

:In answer to these selfish demands, the Qur'ān says

;Even thus said those before them, the like of what they say "... 
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their hearts are all alike. Indeed We have made clear the Signs to people who are

." sure

If they truly intend to understand the Truth, these very verses revealed to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are clear Signs to the rightfulness of his Call. Why should some

verses be independently and directly revealed to each individual separately? And,
?what does it mean that a person insists that Allah must speak to him, himself, directly

A similar idea to this is also stated in Sura Al-Muddaththir, No. 74, verse 52, thus: "

! " Forsooth, each one of them wants to be given scrolls (of revelation) spread out

This manner, in principle, besides that it is not necessary, contrasts with Divine

Wisdom, because firstly, the rightfulness of the prophethood of prophets has been

proved to all peoples by way of the verses which were revealed to them themselves.
Secondly, it is not possible for verses and miracles to be revealed to every individual,
for this needs a special kind of eligibility, preparation, and purity of soul. It closely

resembles to a situation in which all the wires of the vast electrical system of a city

(the strong thick wires and the very thin ones) be expected to receive the same

extraordinarily high amount of electricity that immediately arrives into the initial thick

wires directly from the main generator. This expectation is certainly a vain, incorrect

expectation. The engineer who has arranged these various wires for different

purposes has calculated the capability of each wire. Some of them convey the

electricity directly and immediately from the generator, while some others do it by

.means of some intermediary wires and with a variety of voltages

****

The Prophet's (p.b.u.h) Duty Defined in Regard to their Pretext

The next verse addresses the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and defines his duty regarding

:their demands for miracles and other pretexts. It says

Verily, We have sent you ( O' Muhammad) with the truth as a bearer of glad tidings " 
 ..." and a warner
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That is, O' Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) your responsibility is that you proclaim Our

commandments to all people, to illustrate the miracles, and to express the facts

logically and with clear statements. This action
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should coincide with persuading the good doers and warning the evil doers. This is

.your duty

." and you shall not be questioned about the inhabitants of the Blazing Fire "... 

****

 : Explanation

 ! Their Hearts are All Alike

In the above verses we learnt that the Qur'ān declares: " Even thus said those before

." them, the like of what they say; their hearts are all alike

This idea points to the fact that the passing of time and the instructions of prophets

(p.b.u.h.) should have had such an effect that the later generations could gain a larger

portion of knowledge so that they would put aside vain statements which are a sign of

ignorance. But unfortunately, this group of people usually have no share in the

process of development. They are always retrogressive so that it seems as if they

belonged to thousands of years ago, and the passing of time has not affected the

.least change in their minds

****

Two Instructive Principles

Point

Glad tidings ' and ` warning ' or ` encouragement ' and ` threat ' form a great part ` 
of the motives of educational and social affairs. A person should be both encouraged

for his good deeds and punished for his wrong actions, in order to be prepared for

.paving the first path and avoiding the second route

Mere encouragement is not enough for the attainment of improvement in an

individual or a society, because in this condition the individual is sure that committing
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.sin does not harm him

Mistaken Belief in 'Ransom' for Sins

The present followers of Christ (a.s.), for example, believe in `ransom'. They think that

Jesus (a.s.) has been sacrificed for their sins. Even their clergymen sometimes

promise them Heaven, and forgiveness
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for their sins on behalf of the Lord. It is evident that such a group of people may easily

.commit sins

In a Guide to Christian Workers of the New American Standard Version Bible (pg. 1295),
.(: it is cited about Christ (a.s

." He tasted death for me, thus He bore the supreme penalty of my sins " 

Surely this incorrect idea makes its followers bold in committing wrongs and

.corruption

In short, those who think mere encouragement is enough in training men

(irrespective of children or adults) and threats, punishment and revenge have no

place and should be completely put aside, are completely wrong. On the other hand,
those who, neglecting the encouraging aspect, think that training is based only on

.threats and terror are on a wrong path as well

These two groups have a mistaken conception of Man, because they do not have this

fact in mind: that Man is made up of a combination of hope and fear, love of living and

.hatred of destruction. His nature is to attract gain and to repel loss

Observing the parallel between encouragement and punishment for training people

Observing the parallel between these two principles is particularly essential since if

encouragement and hope goes beyond limits, it results in boldness and negligence.
And when threats and punishment is abundant, it produces despair and extinguishes

.the flames of love and vitality

For the exact same reason, in the verses of the Qur'ān, the terms ` glad tidings ' and `
warning ' have occurred in conjunction with each other. It has happened that the term

` glad tidings ' has sometimes preceded the term ` warning ', like in the verse under

discussion; and sometimes it is vice versa, as in Sura Al-A`rāf, No. 7, verse 188, which

:says
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." I am a warner and a bringer of glad tidings to those who have Faith "... 

In fact, in the majority of these verses of the Qur'ān, `glad tidings ' has preceded `
warning '. This may be because, in general, the Mercy and Grace of Allah have

preceded His Wrath and punishment, as we call Him in supplications: " O' He Whose

." Mercy precedes His Wrath

****
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Verses 120-121

يذَّلا دَْـعَب  مْهُءَاوهْاَ  تَْعبََّتا  نِِئَل  يدهـُْلا وَ  وَهُ  هِّللا  يدَهـُ  َّنِا  لُْـق  مْهُتََّلِم  -عَ  بَِّتتَ یّتحـَ  يراـصَّنلا  ـَلا  دُوهُیَْلا وَ  کَْـنعَ  یـضرْتَ  نَْلوَ   120
رِیصَن لاوَ  یٍِّلوَ  نِْم  هِّللا  نَِم  کََل  ام  مِْلعِْلا  نَِم  كَءَاج 

نَورُسِاخْلا مُهُ  کَِئ  - لواُفَ هِب  رْفُکْیَ  نْمَ  هِب وَ  نَوُنِمؤُْی  کَِئ  - لوُا هِتوَلاِت  َّقحَ  هَُنوُلْتیَ  بَاتکِْلا  مُهُانْیتَا  نَیذَّلاَ   121

For, never will the Jews be pleased with you nor the Christians unless you follow . " 120
:their religion. Say

.' Behold Allah's guidance is the only (true) guidance ` 

And verily if you follow their desires after the knowledge has come to you, you shall

." have from Allah neither protector nor helper

Those to whom We have given the Book read it as it ought to be read, they are . " 121
the ones that truly believe in it, and whoever disbelieves in it, they shall (surely) be the

." losers

 : Occasion of Revelation

On the occasion of revelation of the first of the above verses, it is narrated from Ibn

Abbas that the Jews in Medina and the Christians from Najrān expected that the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) would traditionally accept the same Qiblah as they had.
When Allah altered the Qiblah from Jerusalem to the Ka`bah, they became

disheartened with the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). (Perhaps, some of the Muslim

believers, too, criticized that they should not do anything that would offend the Jews

(. and the Christians

The above verse was revealed and informed the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that that group of

Jews and Christians would be satisfied with him neither by coming into agreement

upon the Qiblah nor by anything else
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(except that he would follow their creeds.(1

Some others have narrated that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) insisted very much on

convincing them to accept Islam. The above verse was revealed telling him (p.b.u.h.)
to disregard that idea because never would they be pleased with him unless he

(followed their religion.(2

There are also various narrations upon the occasion of revelation of the second of the

above verses. Some of the commentators believe that this verse was revealed about

those people who came with Ja`far-ibn-AbīTạ̄lib from Abyssina to Medina. They had

joined Islam and accompanied him when he left there. They were 40 men, thirty-two

of whom were from Abyssina and eight men were from the monks of Syria among

(whom there was a famous Christian monk by the name of Bahị̄rā.(3

Some other commentators believe that the verse was revealed about some people

from among the Jews such as Abdillāh-ibn-Salām, Shu`bat-ibn-`Amru, Tamām-ibn-
Yahūdā, and so on who accepted the invitation of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and

(became true believers.(4

****

 : Commentary

 ! Two Unsatisfiable Groups

The previous verse relieves Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) of any responsibility

concerning those stubborn misguided people. Now, this verse, elaborating on the

:same idea, informs the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of the reason why it is so

For, never will the Jews be pleased with you nor the Christians unless you follow " 
. ..." their religion

'. ..." Say: ` Behold Allah's guidance is the only (true) guidance "... 
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Allah's guidance is a guidance which is not adulterated with superstitions and wrong

.thoughts of ignorant people. Yes, such pure noble guidance should be followed

:Then, it adds

And verily if you follow their desires after the knowledge has come to you, you shall "... 
." have from Allah neither protector nor helper

****

But, since some of the Jewish and Christian truth-seekers accepted the invitation of

the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and embraced Islam, the Holy Qur'ān, after scorning

:the aforementioned group, commemorates this group well by saying

Those to whom We have given the Book read it as it ought to be read, they are the " 
, ..." ones that truly believe in it

." and whoever disbelieves in it, they shall (surely) be the losers "... 

These people were those who truly read their Divine Book as it ought to be read and

followed it accordingly. This manner of striving resulted in their being guided. Therein,
they had studied the glad tidings of the advent of the promised prophet and they

found those attributes congruous with Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), so

.thereby they submitted, and Allah, therefore, appreciated them

****

 : Explanation

Point

The phrase / wa la 'initaba`ta 'ahwā'ahum /, ` and verily if you follow their desires ',
may prompt the readers of the verse to ask this question: Was it possible that

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) would, with his inerrant position of prophethood, follow the

?desires of those misguided Jews
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In answer to this question we say that these statements, which are frequently cited in
the verses of the Qur'ān, do not contradict with the state of inerrancy of prophets

(p.b.u.th.), because on one hand, it is a conditional sentence, therefore the mentioning

of the protasis does not
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.mean that the action will definitely be performed

On the other hand, the state of being immune from sin does not refute the capability

of committing sin and err by prophets (p.b.u.th.). Although prophets and Imams

(p.b.u.th.) are able to commit sin and their free will is not taken away from them, they

would never contaminate themselves with corruption or even taint their souls with a
single sin. In other words, they can commit sins but their belief, knowledge, and virtue

is so intense that they never draw near to any sin. Therefore, such admonishments as

.the above are completely appropriate for them

Thirdly, this statement, although addressing the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), may envelop

.all believers entirely

****

Pleasing Enemies has its Limits

It is true that one should attract the enemies' attention towards his invitation with the

magnetic power of excellent ethics and superior character, but there are some who

never accept the truth. They are not worth worrying about. They will never believe in
.the true path, hence, endeavouring to attract their attention is a waste of time

****

Allah's Guidance is the Only True Guidance

This fact is also understood from the above verses that the only law which can lead

man towards salvation and happiness is the law and guidance of Allah, because to

whatever extent the knowledge of man progresses, it is still interwoven with

ignorance, doubt and deficiency from the points of view of various aspects. Hence,
the guidance which comes forth under the shade of such incomplete knowledge

cannot be considered an absolute guidance. The only One Who can provide `Absolute

 ', Guidance ' is the One Who possesses ` Absolute Knowledge

.without any ignorance or imperfection. This Attribute applies only to Allah
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?How Should the Book be Read

Point

This meaning is an expressive one which defines a clear path for us regarding the

Holy Qur'ān, the Divine Book. Now, those who read the verses of the Qur'ān are

:defined in several groups

Three Groups of Readers Defined

One of these groups emphasize on the forms of pronunciation and articulation of the

phonemes and morphemes and also the overall intonation of the verses of the Qur'ān

with their own proper Arabic points of articulation. They always think of linguistical

regulations for the Arabic pronunciation of the signs and sounds, pauses and

extensions, and, finally, for observing the special letters in the Qur'ān known as

/yarmalūn/. They usually are not particularly concerned with the meaning and the

content of the verses they read. When they disregard the meaning of the Qur'ān,
their actions accordingly are obvious. The example of this kind of people is depicted in
the Qur'ān saying: "...is as the likeness of the ass bearing books...", (Sura Al-Jumu`ah,

(. No. 62, verse 5

The second group are those who, in addition to the verbal utterances, pay close

attention to the meanings of the verses and contemplate over the elegancies and

.exquisite points of the Qur'ān

They try to understand the sciences described therein, but they do not actually

.comply with its ordinances

The third group are those true believers who accept the Qur'ān as a mandate of

action and use it as a comprehensive program for their lives. They consider the

recitation of this great Book, contemplation over its meanings, and conception of its

purposes as preliminary for their actions. That is why whenever they recite the

Qur'ān, a fresh and pleasing state encompasses their souls allowing them to make
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new decisions with vigorous intention and a strong inner feeling of preparedness for

their actions. This is, perhaps, the privilege granted for reading the Book in the way in
.which it ought to be read

A tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.), commenting on this verse, says: " They recite its

verses slowly, and understand it, and act according to its orders, and hope for its

promises, and are afraid of its threats, and take lessons from its stories, and obey its

commandments, and desist from what it prohibits. By God, it does not mean

,memorizing its verses
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and studying its letters, and reciting its chapters, and learning its one-tenths and one-
fifths. They remembered its words and neglected its boundaries. And what it means is
meditating on its verses and acting according to its orders. Allah, the High, has said: `
(It is) a Book We have sent down to you abounding in good, so that they may ponder

(over its verses'...", (38: 29), (Irshādul-Qulūb, ad-Daylamī).(1

****
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نَیمَلاعْلا یلَعَ  مْکُُتْلَّضفَ  یّناَ  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  تُمْعَْناَ  یتَّلا  یَِتمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا  -لَ  ئارسِْا ینَب  ای   122

نَورُصَْنُی مْهُلاوَ  هٌعَافشَ  اهعُفَْنتَ  لٌدْعَ وَ لا  اهْنِم  لُبَْقُی  ائًْیشَ وَ لا  سٍْفَن  نْعَ  سٌْفَن  يزجْتَ  امًوْیَ لا  اوقَُّتاوَ   123

O' Children of Israel ! call to mind My favour which I bestowed on you and that I . " 122
(." made you excel all the nations (of that time

And guard yourselves against a day when no one in the least shall avail another, . " 123
neither shall any ransom be accepted from any one, nor shall intercession profit any

(." one, nor shall they be helped (from outside

Commentary: Verses 122-123

Point

Once again, in these verses, Allah addresses the Children of Israel and reminds them

of His favours bestowed on them; particularly that He preferred them to all other

.nations of their time

O' Children of Israel ! call to mind My favour which I bestowed on you and that I " 
(." made you excel all the nations (of that time

****

Blessings Come with Responsibilities

But, since every blessing is followed by a corresponding responsibility, and, therefore,
Allah gives man a duty or a responsibility to undertake for each bounty which is given

:him, in the next verse He threatens him by saying

, ..." And guard yourselves against a day when no one in the least shall avail another " 

, ..." neither shall any ransom be accepted from any one "... 

, ..." nor shall intercession profit any one "... 

And, if you think that anyone can help others that day, save Allah, you are mistaken,
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:because He says
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(." nor shall they be helped (from outside "...

Therefore, none of the means of rescue that they would grope for in this world to

save themselves, will be available there. There will be only one way open to them

.which is the path of Faith, good action, repentance of sins, and self-improvement

Intercession

These two verses are quite similar to verses 47 and 48 of the current Sura, where we

explained the idea of intercession in detail. Here, it is referred to, again, reminding

that the warning, i.e. that `intercession shall not be of any avail ', does not at all mean

that the intercession by the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or any other of his divine allies will

also be ineffective on the Day of Judgement. It is a warning against the disbelievers

who, as a figment of their own fanciful imaginations, think that their guardian deities,
gods or goddesses will come to their aid, or to those of the Jews and Christians who

stubbornly claim the intercession of Moses (a.s.), or that Christ's (a.s.) blood has been

paid as a ransom for the sins of his followers. This verse clearly denies any such

ransom for sins or intercession for the sinners who do not believe in the divinely

promised Last Apostle of Allah, Muhammad Mustafā (p.b.u.h.), and reject faith in the

truth which he preached. But, as it was mentioned before, the intercession of the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or the other holy ones (a.s.) will be accepted by the leave of Allah

.(. (s.w.t

****
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نَیمِلاظّلا يدِهْعَ  لُانیَلا  لَاق  یتَّیِّرذُ  نِْم  لَاق وَ  امًامِا  سِاّنلِل  کَُلعِاج  یّنِا  لَاق  َّنهَُّمتَاَفَ  تٍامِلکَِب  هُُّبرَ  مَیهرْبِا  -ي  لتَْبا ذِِا  124 وَ 

And (remember) when his Lord tested Abraham with words (of command) which . " 124
:he fulfilled. He said

.' Verily, I have appointed you an Imam (leader) for mankind ` 

(? ' Abraham) pleaded: ` And of my offspring (as well)

 '." He, (Allah) said: ` My covenant does not include the unjust

Commentary : Verse 124

Imāmat, the Climax of Abraham's (a.s.) Honour

From this verse on, the topics of discussion are Abraham (a.s.), the honourable

prophet of Allah and the hero of Monotheism, the structure of the Ka`bah, the sacred

site of worship, and the importance of this great monotheistic center. These subjects

are referred to in the next eighteen verses. Three main ideas were the objectives of

:these verses

The first aim was that they might provide people with the necessary preparation for

the change of the direction of the Qiblah and to inform Muslims that the Ka`bah is a
legacy of Abraham (a.s.), the idol-breaker. If pagans and idol-worshippers used it as

an idol temple, it was only temporarily and it did not decrease the glorious high rank of

.the Ka`bah at all

The second goal was to address the problem of the Jews and Christians who were

claiming to be the heirs of Abraham (a.s.) and his religion. These verses, reflecting

back on the numerous former verses about the Jews, clarify how very unfamiliar they

.(. were with the creed of Abraham (a.s

The third purpose was that Arab pagans believed in a special incessant ancestral link

,between them and Abraham (a.s.). They, too
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had to be made to understand that their belief systems and codes of behavior had no

.similarity with that of Abraham (a.s.), the iconoclastic prophet

:In this verse, at first, it says

And (remember) when his Lord tested Abraham with words (of command) which he " 
. ..." fulfilled

Yes, this verse speaks about the important occurrences in Abraham's life, i.e. his great

tests and how he passed them successfully, which illustrates his high rank and

.superior personality and manifests the worthiness of his being

When Abraham (a.s.) passed these trials successfully, Allah saw fit to give him a gift as

:a prize. Therefore, addressing him

.'..." He said:` Verily, I have appointed you an Imam (leader) for mankind "...

In order that this Divine gift would continue in his seed, and prophethood and `

:Imāmat ' would not come to an end with his death

? '..." Abraham) pleaded: ` And of my offspring "... )

 : The answer to this question was

 '." He (Allah) said: ` My covenant does not include the unjust "...

That is, I accepted your plea, but only for those of your offspring who are doers of

.righteous deeds and are pure and sinless i.e. those who are worthy of this rank

****

 : Explanation

 ? What does ` Words ' Mean

Studying the verses of the Qur'ān and noting the great and important deeds that

Abraham (a.s.) fulfilled and, hence, being appointed to the position of Imāmat by Allah,
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leads us to the conclusion that the term / kalimāt / meaning ` words ', or the Divine

commandments by which Abraham (a.s.) was tried, were not those of the usual sort. It

clearly indicates that the tests were not connected with matters of ordinary reasoning

or faith. They can never be considered ordinary tests. The purpose of the ` words '
was a series of heavy, hard, laborious, grave duties which were given to Abraham, the

sincere pure
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prophet (a.s.), and he was the only one who had the qualifications to successfully

 : complete them. Some of those commandments were such as the followings

.One trial was concerning the steadfastness of his faith in Allah

Abraham (a.s.) was commanded through a vision in a dream to slay his son Ishmael.
When he awoke, he unhesitatingly acted as he was bidden, (37: 105-108). This indicates

that Abraham (a.s.) already knew that he was Allah's prophet and what he saw in the

vision was no other than Allah's command. With such a certainty in his mind, he was

willing to do, by Allah's command, something that no other loving or sensible father

.possibly could slay his own son

In another incident, by Allah's command, he took and left his wife and his infant son to

.an area of dry land, where no food and water or any inhabitants could be found

He also stood against the idol-worshippers of Babylon and very bravely defended

Monotheism in his historical trial after he had broken their idols. He miraculously held

.firm in faith and patience when he was thrown into the midst of fire

Recalcitrating, he emigrated from the land of idol-worshippers, and went to a

.faraway region in order to proclaim his prophecy

He did many things similar to those mentioned above and each of those trials was,
indeed, heavy and difficult for a man to undertake, but he, with the power of Faith,
was able to perform them successfully thereby proving himself worthy of the position

.of ` Imāmat ', Divine leadership

****

Eligibility for Imāmat

Point

Precisely speaking, it is understood from the above mentioned verse that the position

and rank of Imāmat which was bestowed upon Abraham (a.s.), only after successfully
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enduring those frequent difficult trials, was above and beyond the rank of

.prophethood

?Imam-What Does it Mean

The primary sense of meaning of the term / imām / is that of being foremost, but it

:also has other different meanings including
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A) Leadership in the worldly social affairs of people, (as the Sunnite school of thought

(. believes

B) Authority over the religious affairs of people in this world (as some others of them

(. have interpreted

C) Responsibility of bringing religious duties into action, whether it is through the

establishment of government in its vast meaning or performing the commandments

and ordinances of Allah, and the execution of social justice along with the training of

souls, both outwardly and inwardly. The rank of Imāmat is higher than the rank of

prophethood, because prophethood and messengership is only a matter of receiving

some commandments from Allah and preaching them as glad tidings and warnings. All

of these are true in the case of Imāmat, in addition to practicing the Divine ordinances

and training the souls of individuals, outwardly and inwardly. (It is clear, of course,
.( that many of the prophets had had the rank of Imāmat, too

Imāmat, in fact, is the position of presenting the aims of religion practically, and

 '. guidance is ` attaining the ideal ' not merely ` showing the way

Besides that, Imāmat includes ` Divine Guidance ', too. It means the innate quality of

the Imam's spiritual influence and the attracting glow of his pureness encompassing,
deeply touching, and truly effecting the realm of receptive people's hearts which

.results in their spiritual guidance

From this point of view, an Imam is just like the sun that, with its life-giving light,
fosters and gives vitality to all living creatures. The function of an Imam in spiritual

.aspects is the same as the physical function of the sun

The Holy Qur'ān says: " He it is Who sends blessings on you, as do His angels, that He

may bring you out from the depths of Darkness into Light: and He is Full of Mercy to

(. the Believers ", ( Sura Al-Ahẓāb, No. 33, verse 43

It is well understood from this verse that the special mercies of Allah and the hidden

aid given by His angels can lead the believers and those who trust in Him to come out
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 '. from ` darkness ' into ` light

This is also true about an Imam. The innate authority of an Imam and the great

prophets (a.s.) who had also possessed the rank of Imāmat
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as well as their vicegerents, had a deep effect on receptive individuals by which they

could train them and therefore bring them from the depths of ignorance and error

.into the light of guidance

There is no doubt that the purpose of Imāmat in this verse is the third meaning,
because it is understood from many of the verses of the Qur'ān that the concept of `
:guidance ' lies within the meaning of Imāmat, as Sura As-Sajdah, No. 32, verse 24 says

And We appointed, from among them, leaders, giving guidance under Our " 
Command, so long as they persevered with patience and continued to have Faith in

." Our Signs

This guidance does not mean merely ` showing the way ', because, in principle,
Abraham (a.s.) had the rank of prophethood and Messengership for giving guidance in

.the sense of ` showing the way ' before becoming an Imam

(Imamate Bestowed on Abraham (a.s

However, the Qur'ān clearly attests to this fact that Imāmat was bestowed on

Abraham (a.s.) when he persevered with patience in tolerating the difficulties which

he encountered as he paved the path of certitude alongside his Faith, and passed his

various great tests successfully. This rank was above and beyond the rank of

.guidance with the meaning of preaching glad tidings and warning people

Therefore, guidance within the concept of Imāmat is nothing save ` attaining the

ideal ', cherishing the soul of religion and bringing forth training programmes for the

.individuals who are prepared to grasp them

This meaning is cited in an expressive tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) which says: "
Verily, Allah, the Blessed, the Sublime, took Abraham (a.s.) as His slave before He took

him as a prophet. And verily Allah took him as His prophet before He took him as a

messenger. And Allah took him as His messenger before He made him a confident

(khalil). Allah took him as a confident before He appointed him as an Imam. When He

had brought all these things together in him: He (Allah) said: ` Verily, I have appointed
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'." you an Imam (leader) for mankind

The Imam (a.s.) continued: " Since this was something very great in the eyes of

Abrahām, he said: ` And of my offspring (as well)? ' He (Allah) said: ` My covenant

 '." does not include the unjust

The Imam (a.s.) concluded: " A stupid person cannot be the Imām
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of the pious." This means that only those seed of Abraham (a.s.) who were pure and

.infallible were worthy of being Imām

Prophethood, Messengership, Imāmat and their Differences

As it is understood from the verses of the Qur'ān and various ideas existing in

traditions and Islamic literature, those who were commissioned by Allah had different

.ranks

A. Prophethood means the ability to receive revelation from Allah. Then, a prophet is
one on whom the Divine revelation comes down and whatever he receives by

.revelation he delivers to people

B. Messengership means to preach the Divine revelation, to spread the ordinances of

Allah, and to train the souls and minds of individuals through education and

acknowledgement. Therefore, a Messenger is he who is commissioned, by effort and

endeavour and utilizing any acceptable and proper means available to him, to invite

people unto Allah and His commandments in order to elicit an ideological, convictional,
.educational and mental transformation in them

C. Imāmat, means to guide and lead people. In fact, an Imam is he who tries to

execute, actually, Allah's ordinances by acquiring the power necessary to organize a
godly government; and if he is not able to organize a formal government, he does his

.best in carrying out the ordinances of Allah, both personally and socially

In other words, an Imam is commissioned to execute Allah's commandments and

assure their performance, while a Messenger is commissioned to preach those

commandments. Again, in other words, a Messenger shows the path but an Imam,
besides his other heavy responsibilities which were pointed out before, paves the

 '. path for `attaining the ideal

,Let it not remain unsaid that it is clear that many of the prophets
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.like the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), were possessors of all three ranks

They had Divine revelation bestowed upon them. They preached the commandments

of Allah, and endeavoured in organizing godly governments for executing His

ordinances, while they were training the souls of people according to their own

.religions

:In brief, Imāmat is the essence of leadership in all aspects

materially and spiritually, physically and theologically, apparently and hiddenly. Imam

is the chief of government as well as the leader of the society, a guide in religious

.affairs, and a teacher of ethics to train people both inwardly and outwardly

It is the Imam who, with his mysterious spiritual strength, guides receptive persons

forward along the path of inner development, instructs the ignorant ones with his

ability and knowledge, and, by means of his government or other executive resources

.enforces the principles of Justice

.( Imāmat, the Climactical Rank of Abraham (a.s

In defining the reality of Imāmat, it was made clear that a person may become a

prophet or a Messenger while he has not been appointed as an Imam. This position

demands special eligibility in all aspects. It is the same position that Abraham (a.s.)
attained after successfully passing many difficult tests and proving his genuine

.worthiness; this being the last step of his development to qualify for that rank

Some may imagine that the qualifications of an Imam is only that a person ` be

worthy and a model '. They do not consider the fact that this condition existed in

Abraham from the very beginning of his prophethood. Furthermore, not only

Abraham, but also all prophets and Messengers, had had this epithet from the onset

of their calling. It is for this reason that a prophet should be sinless since his deeds are

considered as models. Therefore, Abraham (a.s.), who was a prophet and Messenger

of Allah, was gifted the rank of Imāmat by Allah after he passed his trials successfully

.and proved that he was worthy of it
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****
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 ? Who is Unjust

The objective meaning of the Arabic word ` the unjust ' mentioned in this verse: " My

covenant does not include the unjust " is not only ` being unjust to others '. But the

term ` unjust ' (in contrast with the philosophical meaning of ` justice ' which means

to set everything in its own proper place), here, is used with its broad sense of

.meaning

Thus, committing an ` unjust ' act means that ` a person, an action, or a thing has

 '. been arranged in a situation which is not appropriate

Since the position of Imāmat and the outward and inward leadership of people is an

extraordinarily splendid position with many responsibilities, the committing of the

.slightest sin or disobedience disqualifies a person from attaining this rank

So, in the traditions of Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) we see that, for proving the vicegerency of

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) immediately after the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), they have quoted this

very verse as justification, indicating that others had been idol-worshippers before

Islam, in the age of ignorance, and the only person who did not prostrate before an

idol, besides Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), even for a moment was Ali-ibn-Abitālib

(a.s.). What unjust act is greater than that a person performs idol-worshipping! Did

!Luqmān not tell his son: " O my son

Join not in worship (others) with Allah: for false worship is indeed the highest wrong-
(. doing " ? (Sura Luqmān, No. 31, verse 13

Hishām-ibn-Sālim, as an example, narrates from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said: " Surely,
Abraham was a prophet but he was not an Imam until when Allah said: ` Verily, I have

appointed you an Imam (leader) for mankind '. Abraham pleaded: ` And of my

offspring (as well)? ' He (Allah) answered: ` My covenant does not include the unjust '.
(Those who have worshipped an idol, they will not be an Imam (leader)."(1

In another tradition, `Abdillah-ibn-Mas`ūd narrates from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
who said: " Allah told Abraham: ` I do not give you My covenant (of Imāmat) for the
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unjust of your children.' Abraham said: `Who are these unjust whom Your covenant

? ' does not include of my offspring

Allah said: ` Whoever prostrated before an idol, leaving Me, I will never
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(make him an Imam ', and he is not worthy of being an Imam ..."(1

****

An Imam, by Allah's Commission

It is also understood from the current verse that an Imam (a sinless comprehensive

leader of people) should be appointed by Allah. The reason is that: firstly, Imāmat is a
kind of covenant from Allah and it is evident that such a person should be ordained by

.Him, the One Who is the Maker of the covenant

Secondly, the persons who have even tainted their lives with iniquity, even as small as

a dark spot, whether it is against themselves or against others, or if there is a sign of

idol-worshipping even for a short period of time in their lives, they are not eligible for

Imāmat. They should be perfectly sinless throughout their whole lives in order to

.become an Imam

It is Allah who knows the hearts and minds of men and has given us criteria by which

.to evaluate them. This point will be discussed more comprehensively at a later time

If we want to recognize the vicegerent of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), according to the

.(. above criterion, there would not be any one save Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s

It is noteworthy that the writer of Al-Manār narrates from Abū-Ḥanīfah that he

believed the government of the time was exclusively suitable for the Alawites. That

was why he approved rebellion against their ruling government (which was headed by

Mansūr of the Abbasides). And it was also for the same reason that he did not agree,
himself, to be in charge of the position of Supreme Court Judge in the government of

.the Abbasides

Then, the writer of Al-Manār adds that the four kalifs of the Sunnite school of thought

all did not agree with the governments of their time, whom they did not approve as

,worthy chiefs of the Muslims
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(because the governors were some cruel unjust ones.(1

It is ironical that, in our time, some of the Sunnite scholars approve and support the

tyrannical governments whose relations with the enemies of Islam are certain and

definite, and their mischief and unjust acts are clear to all. But, this is insignificant

compared to the fact that, they also consider them / 'ulul'amr / ` political and religious

 '. chieves' and / wājib ul 'itā`ah / ` necessary to be obeyed

****

Two Questions

This fact should also be noted that the concept of Imāmat does not necessarily mean

that an Imam forcedly leads all people to the Truth; but it means that people having

their own free will, together with their potential for receptiveness and their eligibility,
can take advantage of and use the Imam's quality of effectiveness in outward and

.inward leadership in order to be guided

It is just like we stated earlier, that the sun has been created to furnish light, heat and

energy for all living creatures which have the potential to receive these bounties and

.are capable of development

Another question that may be proposed is that according to the above commentary it
seems that, every Imam previously must have been a prophet or a Messenger and

then be appointed as an Imam, whereas the sinless vicegerents of the holy Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) were not in such a position

As an answer, we say that it is not necessary that the Imam, himself, be previously a
prophet or a Messenger and then reach that position. When his predecessor had the

rank of prophethood, Messengership and Imāmat, (such as the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.)), the eligible vicegerent can continue executing the duties of Imāmat as an

Imam. This situation occurs when a new Messenger is not needed, like after the

.Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), who is the seal of the prophets

In other words, if the process of receiving Divine revelation and
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communicating all the ordinance have been formerly performed and only the stage of

their execution remains, the true successors of the prophet can continue the

prophet's line of execution, and it does not necessitate that he, himself, be a prophet

.or a Messenger

****

.( The Distinguished Personality of Abraham (a.s

Abraham's (a.s.) name is mentioned in the Holy Qur'ān in 69 occurrences which are

gathered in 25 Suras. In these verses, this great prophet (a.s.), whose worthy epithets

are mentioned therein, is highly praised and appreciated by Allah from all aspects. He

.was a prototype, an example, of a complete human being

The supremeness of his knowledge about Allah, his clear logical statements against

idol-worshippers, his intense efforts and endeavours in challenging with the tyrants of

his time, his dedication and forbearance in obeying the commands of Allah, and his

unique perseverance against the storms of adventures and grievous trials, are all

good examples for Muslims, and those who pave the path towards Allah, to take and

.follow in their lives as their models

As the Qur'ān says about Abraham (a.s.), he was of the elect and good, (1) in the ranks

of the Righteous,(2) a model,(3) a man of truth,(4) most tender-hearted, and

forbearing.(5) Furthermore, he was incomparably brave and extraordinarily generous

.as well

Allah Willing, we will offer a more detailed explanation concerning this matter later

when commenting on some of the verses of Sura Ibrāhīm, No. 14, especially the last

.part of the Sura

****

p:295

Sura șad, No. 38, verse 47 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 652 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_295_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_295_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_295_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_295_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_295_5
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Sura Nahl, No. 16, verse 122 2 - 2
Ibid. verse 120 3 - 3

Sura Maryam, No. 19, verse 41 4 - 4
Sura Al-Taubah, No. 9, verse 114 5 - 5

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 653 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ِّه- نْاَ طَ- -لَ  یع - مسِْا -مَ وَ  یهر - بِْا -ي  لِا -ا  ندْ - هِعَ یًّلصـَُم وَ  مَیهرْبِا  مِاقمَ  نِْم  اوذُخَِّتاوَ  انًْماَ  سِاّنلِل وَ  هًَباثمَ  تَْیبَْلا  انَْلعَجَ  ذِْا  125 وَ 
دِوجُُّسلا عَِّکُّرلاوَ  نَیفکِاعْلاوَ  نَیفِئاطّلِل  -يَ  تِْیَب ار 

And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka`bah in Mecca) a resort and a . " 125
(: secure sanctuary for the people, (saying

 '. Take to yourselves Abraham's Station for a place of prayer ` 

(: And We enjoined Abraham and Ismail (saying

Sanctify My House for those who go around it, for those who abide in it and pay ` 
 '." devotion, and to those who bow down and prostrate themselves

Commentary : Verse 125

The Magnificence of the Ka`bah

After explaining the high rank of Abraham (a.s.) stated in the previous verse, the

Qur'ān, in this verse, directs attention towards the magnificence of the House, the

:Ka`bah in Mecca, which was built by Abraham and his son (a.s.). It says

And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka`bah in Mecca) a resort and a " 
, ..." secure sanctuary for the people

Since the term / maābah /, originally based on / aub /, means ` a place to which people

return ' or ` a place where people assemble ', and the Ka`bah has been a center

where monotheists gather every year, then, by this assembly, believers, not only

bodily but also spiritually, return to Divine Unity and to their intrinsic nature. So, that

may be why the term / maābah / (a resort, an abode, a house) has been used for this

Sacred House. And, since a man's house is the continuous returning site of its

inhabitants who, after having completed their affairs, can experience rest and

tranquility therein, there lies this sense of
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resting and tranquility in the meaning of the term / maābah /. This emphasizes the

concept of its next word / amnan / ` secure sanctuary ' especially with the word `

people ', which indicates that this secure center is a common refuge for all people of

.the world

This is, in fact, the acceptance by Allah of one of the requests that Abraham (a.s.)
.( sought. (We will discuss this subject on page 300

:Then, it adds

.'..." saying): ` Take to yourselves Abraham's Station for a place of prayer "... )

The opinions of the commentators are divided as to what` Abraham's Station ' is.
Some of them have said that the whole Hajj is Abraham's Station. Some others have

rendered it to / `arafah / ` the Mount of Recognition ', / maš`arul hạrām / ` Sacred

Monument ', and /jamarāt/ ` lapidations '; while others believe that the entire sacred

 '. premises of Mecca is considered the ` Station

But, as many Islamic narrations denote, and many of the commentators have said,
too, the verse apparently refers to the very standing-place of Abraham which is

located close to the Ka`bah where pilgrims offer their circumambulatory prayer after

performing their ritual circumambulation of the Ka`bah. Thus, the purpose of the

.term /musạllā/, mentioned in the verse, is ` the place of prayer ', too

Then, it refers to the covenant that He made with Abraham (a.s.) and Ismail (a.s.)
:about the purification of the Ka`bah, where it says

(: And We enjoined Abraham and Ismail (saying "... 

Sanctify My House for those who go around it, for those who abide in it and pay ` 
 '." devotion, and to those who bow down and prostrate themselves

What is the meaning of sanctification here? Some have said that the meaning of

.sanctification here is purification from the existence of idols

Some others have said that the purpose is purification from outward dirt like blood
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and the contents of animals' stomachs which people sacrificed therein, because there

were some ignorant persons who thoughtlessly did such deeds as leaving these

.remains behind

Furthermore, some believe that sanctification, here, means ` purity of intent ' when

.building this House of Monotheism
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There is no reason for us to confine the meaning of sanctification

here. Its purpose is purification of this ` House of Monotheism ' from

.any dirt, physically and spiritually

It is for this reason that in some traditions we read that this verse

has been rendered into sanctification from pagans and in some others

.into washing and purifying the body from dirt

****

 : Explanation

The Secure Refuge, its Social and Educational Effects

According to the above verse, ` the House of Ka`bah ' has been chosen and

proclaimed as ` a secure refuge ' by Allah. We know that there are resolute rules in
Islam instructing every believer to avoid any quarrel, war, fight and bloodshed within

the limits of this Holy land, Mecca. It is so that not only the members of humankind,
regardless of nationality, race, gender, group, or condition, should be safe and secure

there, but also animals and birds are protected there, in that nobody is allowed to hurt

.them

In this world, where fighting and wars are always within the overall scene, the

existence of such a peaceful center can function as a special helpful fortress within

which the problems of many nations can be solved. The security of this region lets

different peoples, with all their differences and enmities that they may have, gather

together therein, sitting, speaking, and solving their difficulties. Thus, one of the most

important problems which usually exists, initiating face to face oral communications

.about dismissing or decreasing enmities between nations, can be solved

It frequently happens that the two sides of a conflict or the opposing governments in
the world are willing to put an end to their antagonism and have parley for this
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purpose, but they cannot find a secure and respectable place wherein both sides can

feel free to speak therein peacefully and securely. This case has been anticipated in
.Islam, and Mecca is introduced as such a center
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Now that most of the Muslims of the world are unfortunately involved in some hostile

conflicts, they can make use of this sacred secure land, and, under its banner of

holiness and special spirituality which enlightens the hearts, begin speaking with each

.other to solve their problems

****

 ? Why the ` House ' of Ka`bah

In the above verse, the Ka`bah is referred to by the Lord as ` My House ', while it is
clear that neither is Allah bodily substance nor does He need a House. The purpose,
here, is to honour and glorify the Ka`bah by stating its honour and lofty status, and,

 '. therefore, it is called /baytullah / ` the House of Allah

****
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َّمُث لاًیلقَ  هُعُِّتمَاُفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  لَاق  رِخِلاْا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  مْهُْنِم  نَمَا  نْمَ  تِارمََّثلا  نَِم  هُلَهْاَ  قْزُرْاوَ  انًِما  اًدلََب  اذه  لْعَجْا  ِّبرَ  مُیهرْبِا  لَاق  ذِْا  126 وَ 
رُیصمَْلا سَْئِب  رِاّنلا وَ  بِاذعَ  یلِا  هُُّرطَضْاَ 

And (remember) when Abraham said: ` My Lord, make this a secure City and . " 126
provide its people with fruits such of them that believe in Allah and the Last Day.' He

:said

And whoever disbelieves, I shall let him enjoy himself for a little while, then I shall ` 
 ! ' " drive him to the Punishment of Fire and an evil destination it is

Commentary : Verse 126

 ! Abraham's (a.s.) Petition to Allah

In this verse Abraham (a.s.) asks Allah two great requests in favour of the inhabitants

:of this Holy land, one of which was referred to in the previous verse. The Qur'ān says

 ..." And (remember) when Abraham said: ` My Lord, make this a secure City " 

As it was pointed out in the previous verse, Allah accepted this invocation from

Abraham (a.s.) and set this Holy land as a secure center, both outward and inward

.security

:His second petition was thus

and provide its people with fruits such of them that believe in Allah and the Last "... 
.'..." Day

It is interesting that Abraham (a.s.) requested ` security ' first, and then he asked for

material gifts which itself is a reference to the fact that a safe and sound economic

.status is not possible unless there exists security in a town or country

The opinions are divided amongst the commentators as to the
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meaning of the term ` fruits ' here. On the whole, it seems that the word has a vast

meaning, so broad that it includes any material bounty whether it is fruits or other

.nutritious substances, as well as spiritual bounties

Concerning the meaning of this term in the above verse, Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) in a

tradition has said: " It is the fruits of hearts."(1) This indicates that Allah attracts the

.attention and affection of human beings to the people of this Holy land

This is also noteworthy, that Abraham (a.s.) invocates this petition only for the

believers in Allah, the only True God, and the Last Day, because he might have

realized from the statement: " My covenant does not include the unjust," cited in the

former verse, the fact that some groups of his future offspring would follow the path

of polytheism and injustice; then, to show reverence in a courteous

Allah's answer

.manner, here, he did not include them in his petition

:However, Allah's answer to this invocation of Abraham (a.s.) was

, ..." He said: ` And whoever disbelieves, I shall let him enjoy himself for a little while "... 

 ! ' " then I shall drive him to the Punishment of Fire and an evil destination it is "...

This is, in fact, the same ` General Mercy ' of Allah by which His unlimited bounties are

available to all creatures so that good doers and evildoers equally enjoy from His vast

bountiful Table in this world, but in the next world, where His ` Specific Mercy ' comes

forth, wrongdoers will have no share of it and also they will have no way to rescue

.themselves

****
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مُیلعَْلا عُیمَّسلا  تَْناَ  کََّنِا  اّنِم  لَّْبقَتَ  انَّبرَ  لُیعمسِْا  تِْیبَْلا وَ  نَِم  دَعِاوقَْلا  مُیهرْبِا  عُفَرْیَ  ذِْا  127 وَ 

مُ -- یحَّر - لا بُاوّ  - َّتلا تَْناَ  -كَ  َّنِا آنْیلَعَ  بُْتوَ  انکَسِانمَ  انرِاَ  کََل وَ  هًمَِلسُْم  هًَّمُا  انِتَّیِّرذُ  نِْم  کََل وَ  نِْیمَِلسُْم  انْلعَجْاوَ  انَّبرَ   128

مُیکحَْلا زُیزعَْلا  تَْناَ  کََّنِا  مْهِیکّزَُی  هَمَکْحِْلا وَ  بَاتکِْلا وَ  مُهُمُِّلعَُی  کَِتایا وَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  اوُلْتیَ  مْهُْنِم  لاًوسُرَ  مْهِیف  ثْعَْباوَ  انَّبرَ   129

And (remember) when Abraham and Ismail raised up the foundations of the . " 127
House; (saying): ` Our Lord, accept (this service) from us; for surely You are All-

'." Hearing, All-Knowing

Our Lord, make us submissive (Muslims) to You, and of our progeny an Ummah . " ` 128
(a nation) submissive to You, and show us our ways of worship, and turn to us

 '." (mercifully); for surely You are the Oft-Returning, the Most Merciful

Our Lord, send amongst them an Apostle of their own who shall recite unto . " ` 129
them Your revelations, teach them the Book and the Wisdom, and purify them; for

 '." surely You are Almighty, All-Wise

Commentary : Verses 127-129

The Structure of the House of Ka`bah

It is clearly understood from the numerous verses of the Qur'ān, the Islamic

traditions, and some historical records that the House of Ka`bah had been founded

before Abraham (a.s.) and that it had been
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established at the time of Adam (a.s.). Sura Ibrāhīm, No. 14, verse

quoting from the tongue of Abraham (a.s.), says: " Our Lord ! Surely I have settled a , 37
, ..." part of my offspring in a valley unproductive (of fruit) near Your Sacred House

This verse confirms that when Abraham (a.s.) with his wife and his infant son Ismail

arrived at the Holy land of Mecca, there was no sign of the Ka`bah seen therein, but

.he was guided there by Divine inspiration

Another verse says: " The first House (of worship) appointed for men was that at

(. Bakka: full of blessing..." (Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse96

It is certain that the worshipping of Allah and the structure of the center of adoration

.(. did not begin from the time of Abraham (a.s

.(. It had started before that and was established at the time of Adam (a.s

The idea mentioned in the verse under discussion indicates the same meaning, too. It

:says

And (remember) when Abraham and Ismail raised up the foundations of the House; " 
(saying): ` Our Lord, accept (this service) from us; for surely You are All-Hearing, All-

'." Knowing

This statement refers to the concept that the foundations of the Ka`bah had existed

.from before, and Abraham (a.s.) and Ismail (a.s.) raised them up

Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) in one of his sermons known as Qāsị`ah also says:
" Do you not see that Allah, the Glorified, has tried all the people among those who

came before, beginning with Adam, up to the last ones in this world with stones... He

made those stones into His Sacred House... Then He commanded Adam and his sons

(to turn their attention towards it. ..."(1

.(. The Ka`bah originally built by Adam (a.s

In short, the verses of the Qur'ān and the Islamic narrations confirm this historical
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fact that the House of Ka`bah was originally built by Adam (a.s.). Then during the

Flood at the time of Noah, it fell down. Then, later, it was rebuilt by the hands of

.(. Abraham (a.s.) with the aid of his son Ismail (a.s

The second of the above two verses attests to the fact that Abraham (a.s.) and his son

Ismail (a.s.) sought from Allah five
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important invocations. These prayers, which were offered when they were busy

building the Ka`bah, are so exact and consistent with all the necessities of material

and spiritual life, that they can lead man to the recognition of the magnificence of the

.souls of these two great Apostles of Allah

Abraham (a.s) and Ismail's (a.s) Invocations

:At first, Abraham (a.s.) prays

, ..." Our Lord, make us submissive (Muslims) to You " ` 

, ..." Then he invocates: "...and of our progeny an Ummah (a nation) submissive to You

He continues saying: "... and show us our ways of worship, ..." (so that we can adore

(. You in a way worthy of Your Highness

:After that, he (a.s.) seeks Allah for repentance, thus

and turn to us (mercifully); for surely You are the Oft-Returning, the Most Merciful "... 
'."

****

The fifth invocation, which was sought from Allah at the time of constructing the Holy

:Ka`bah by Abraham and Ismail (a.s.), is this

 ..." Our Lord, send amongst them an Apostle of their own " ` 

who shall recite unto them Your revelations, teach them the Book and the Wisdom, "... 
; ..." and purify them

." for surely You are Almighty, All-Wise "...

****
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-نَ یحِلاصّلا -نَ  مَِل هِرَ  - خِلاْا -هُ فِ-ي  َّنِا -ا وَ  یْنُّدلا هُا فِ-ي  - نْیفَطَصْا -دِ  قََل هُسَْفَن وَ  هَفِسَ  نْمَ  لاِّا  مَیهرْبِا  هَِّلِم  نْعَ  بُغَرْیَ  نْمَ  130 وَ 

-نَ یمَلاعْلا ِّبرَ  تُمْلَسْاَ لِ- لَاق  مِْلسْاَ  -هُ  ُّبرَ لَاق لَ-هُ  ذِْا   131

نَومُِلسُْم مُْتْناَ  لاِّا وَ  َّنُتومُتَ  لافَ  نَیدّلا  مُکَُل  یفطَصْا  هَّللا  َّنِا  َّیِنَب  ای  بُوقُْعیَ  هِینَب وَ  مُیهرْبِا  اهِب  یصّوَ  132 وَ 

And who turns away from Abraham's creed but he who makes a fool of himself ? . " 130
Indeed, We chose him in this world, and in the Hereafter surely he shall be among the

." righteous

,When his Lord said to him, ` Submit ', he said . " 131

'." I have submitted to the Lord of all worlds ` 

And this did Abraham bequeath to his sons, and (so did) Jacob, ` My children, . " 132
 '." Allah has chosen for you the Faith, therefore die not unless you are Muslims

Commentary : Verses 130-132

Abraham (a.s.), a Human Prototype

.In the former verses, Abraham's personality was partly introduced

Some of his services and quite a few of his comprehensive invocations, which included

.material and spiritual aspects, were discussed

From the totality of these words, it is concluded that this great Apostle can be a good

model for all the truth-seekers throughout the world, and his school of thought can be

.an instruction guideline for all human beings

:Based on this very matter, in the first verse of the above verses, it says

? ..." And who turns away from Abraham's creed but he who makes a fool of himself " 

Is this not foolishness that one forsakes such a pure brilliant creed
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and goes astray along the misleading paths of polytheism, blasphemy, and

corruption? This is a religion which is appropriate for and coinciding with the soul and

nature of man. It is a process that parallels wisdom and logic. This creed is beneficial

.for man both in the present world and the next world

Then, it adds: "... Indeed, We chose him in this world, and in the Hereafter surely he

." will be among the righteous

Yes, Abraham (a.s.) is chosen by Allah, and he is among the ranks of the righteous and

.that is why he should be chosen as a model

****

Abraham's (a.s) Submission

The next verse, as an emphasis, refers to one of the other outstanding qualities which

.is, in fact, the origin of the rest of his qualities

,When his Lord said to him, ` Submit ', he said " 

'." I have submitted to the Lord of all worlds ` 

Yes, it is when Abraham (a.s.), that pure true believer and self-sacrificer, hearkens to

the call of his innate nature that the Lord enjoins him ` Submit ', and he submits

.himself totally to His command

Abraham (a.s.) sees that the stars, the moon, and the sun, all in all, have precise

settings. Then he, with his mind and perception finds out that they are subject to the

regulations of creation. Therefore, he proclaims that none of them can be his Lord,
and he says: " For me, I have set my face firmly and truly, towards Him Who created

the heavens and the earth, and never shall I give partners to God." (Sura Al-An`ām,
(. No. 6, verse 79

Worthiness, the Byproduct of Purity and Sincerity

In fact, the first step to attaining worthiness for a person is through purity and
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sincerity, and it was owing to this same quality in Abraham (a.s.) that he was able to

submit exclusively to the command of Allah, therefore He was pleased with him and

.chose him, and for this same reason He selected him to introduce His religion

The entirety of Abraham's (a.s.) deeds, throughout his life, from beginning up to the

end, were unique. One of his expressions of faith was through his challenge with idol

worshippers and star worshippers. Another was when, while in the midst of fire, he

showed such strength
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of faith that his hostile enemy, Nimrod, was so affected by him that he unwillingly said:
" If a person wants to take a god, he should take one similar to the God of Abraham

((a.s.)." (1

Also, bringing his wife and suckling son to that hot dry land, i.e. the Holy land, building

the House of Ka`bah, and taking his beloved son into the place of sacrifice, each was

.an example of the resoluteness of his manner

****

Abraham's (a.s.) bequest to his children

Abraham's (a.s.) bequest to his children at the last moments of his life was also a

:model, as the last verse of the verses under discussion says

, ..." And this did Abraham bequeath to his sons, and (so did) Jacob " 

Each of them told their sons: "... ` My children, Allah has chosen for you the Faith,
'." therefore die not unless you are Muslims

It seems that the Qur'ān by stating the bequest of Abraham (a.s.) intends to reiterate

the fact that you human beings are not only responsible for your children while they

are with you but you are responsible for their futures, too. When you are on your

deathbed, do not think of only your financial affairs and that of your children after

.your death; you had better think about their spiritual life, too

Not only did Abraham (a.s.) bequeath such a testament, but also his grandson, Jacob

(a.s.), imitated Abraham's same manner and at the last moments of his life enjoined

his children to attain the secret of victory, success and happiness via this short

'. phrase: ` Submit to the Lord of the worlds

The mentioning of Jacob from among all prophets, here in this verse, is perhaps with

the aim of telling the Jews and Christians, who each in their own way used to join

themselves to Jacob, that the blasphemic creeds which they followed and the lack of

pure submission in the Truth that they showed by their actions, did not coincide with
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.the manner of the one whom they joined themselves to

****
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Verses 133-134

لَیعمسـِْا وَ مَیهرْبِا وَ  کَِئابا  هَلِا  کَهَلِا وَ  دُُـبْعَن  اوُلاق  يدْـعَب  نِْم  نَودُُـبْعتَ  ام  هِینبَِل  لَاق  ذِْا  تُوْمَْلا  بَوقُْعیَرَضـَحَ  ذِْا  ءَادهَشـُ  مُْتْنکُ  مْاَ   133
نَومُِلسُْم هَُل  نُحَْن  اًدحِاو وَ  ً-ا  هلِا قَحسِْا 

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  امّعَ  نَوُلئَسُْت  مُْتْبسَکَ وَ لا  ام  مْکَُل  تْبَسَکَ وَ  ام  اهَل  تْلَخَ  دْقَ  هٌَّمُا  کَْلِت   134

 ? Nay, were you witnesses when death approached Jacob . " 133

:When he said to his sons

:What will you worship after me ? ' They said ` 

We will worship your God and the God of your forefathers Abraham, Ismail and ` 
 '." Isaac, the One (true) God (alone) and to Him we do submit

That is a nation that has passed away; theirs is that which they have earned, . " 134
and yours is what you have earned; you shall not be questioned for what they had

." been doing

Occasion of Revelation

A group of the Jews believed that when Jacob (a.s) was on his deathbed, he enjoined

on his children the same religion which the Jews currently believe in (with all its

corruption of the scriptures). For the nullification of their belief, Allah sent down this

.verse

 : Commentary

Everyone is Responsible for his Own Deeds

Point

,As it is also understood from the apparent meaning of the verse
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there were some rejectors of Islam who falsely charged Jacob (a.s.), the prophet of

Allah, regarding this matter. (The matter was mentioned in the description of the

.( occasion of revelation

:To reject this false claim, the Qur'ān says

 ?...": Nay, were you witnesses when death approached Jacob " 

?Were you there when he frankly questioned his children the way he did

.Yes, that which you (Jews) charge Jacob (a.s.) with is not true

:The factual account which occurred was that

 ? '..." When he said to his sons: ` What will you worship after me "...

They said: ` We will worship your God and the God of your forefathers Abraham, "...
 '." Ismail and Isaac, the One (true) God (alone) and to Him we do submit

Yes, he did not enjoined them with anything but to believe in monotheism and to

submit to the command of Allah, which is the root of submission to all the Divine

.ordinances

It can be deduced from this verse that when Jacob was on his deathbed, a feeling of

anxiety and worry existed in him about the future of his children. Finally he expressed

his anxiety and asked his sons what they would worship after him. He especially

asked ` what (thing) ' and he did not ask ` whom ', because there were some idol-
worshippers in the locale who used to prostrate before some particular ` things '.
Jacob wanted to know whether there was any tendency towards those beliefs in the

depths of their hearts. But when he heard his children's answer, he found, again, his

.peace of mind

This is also noteworthy that Ismail (a.s.) was not Jacob's father or forefather, but he

was Jacob's uncle, whereas in the verse under discussion, the term / 'ābā' / which is
the plural of the word / 'ab / (father) has been applied. This makes it clear that, in the

Arabic language, this word was sometimes used for ` uncle '. Hence, we say that if
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this word has been used regarding 'Āzar in the Qur'ān, it does not negate the fact that

.'Āzar was Abraham's uncle, not his father

****

The last of the above verses mentioned is an answer to one of the delusions of the

Jews. They emphasized very much on their ancestors
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.and the honour and glory they ascribed themselves in relation to Allah

They imagined that even when they tainted themselves with sin, they could be

:rescued under the comforting shade of such ancestors. Then, the Qur'ān says

That is a nation that has passed away; theirs is that which they have earned, and " 
;..." yours is what you have earned

,And, in the same way that they are not responsible for your deeds, also

." you shall not be questioned for what they had been doing "... 

Improve your own Faith and deeds

Therefore, instead of expending all your energy trying to prove that you, by right of

ancestry, deserve the honour and high position that your pure ancestors enjoyed, you

.should try to improve your own Faith and deeds

The addressees in this verse are apparently the Jews and ` the People of the Book ',
but it is evident that this statement is not specifically referring to them alone, in that

.this basic principle, pertains to us Muslims, too

****
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Verses 135-137

نَیکرِشْمُْلا نَِم  نَاک  ام  افًینحَ وَ  مَیهرْبِا  هََّلِم  لَْب  لُْق  اودُتَهْتَ  يراصَن  وْاَ  ادًوهُ  اوُنوکُ  اوُلاق  135 وَ 

ام یـسیع وَ   َ یـسوُم و یَِتوُا  ام  طِابسـْلاَْا وَ  بَوقُْعیَ وَ  قَحسـِْا وَ  لَیعمسـِْا وَ  مَیهرْبِا وَ  یلِا  لَزِْنُا  ام  انْیَلِا وَ  لَزِْنُا  ام  هِّللاِب وَ  اّـنمَا  اوُلوُق   136
نَومُِلسُْم هَُل  نُحَْن  مْهُْنِم وَ  دٍحَاَ  نَْیَب  قُِّرفَُن  مْهِِّبرَ لا  نِْم  نَوُّیِبَّنلا  یَِتوُا 

-مُ یلعَْلا عُیمَّسلا  وَهُ  هُّللا وَ  مُهُکَیفکْیَسَفَ  قٍاقشِ  یف  مْهُامَّناِفَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نِْا  اوْدَتَهْا وَ  دِقَفَ  هِب  مُْتْنمَا  ام  لِْثمِِب  اوُنمَا  نْاِفَ   137

 '. And they said: ` Be Jews or Christians, you shall be guided aright . " 135

;Say: ` Nay ! Rather the creed of Abraham, the upright

 '." and he was not of those who associate partners to Allah

Say: ` We have believed in Allah and that which has been sent down . " 136

to us, and (in) what was sent down to

;Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob and the tribes

and (in) that which was given to Moses and Jesus

.and (in) that which was given to all prophets from their Lord

 '." We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him do we submit

,If then they believe in what you believe . " 137

,they indeed are guided (aright); but if they turn away

;then they are clearly in schism; Allah will suffice you against them

." He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

Occasion of Revelation

Upon the occasion of revelation of these verses it is narrated fromIbn Abbas that

some of the Jewish scholars and some Christians from
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Najrān were disputing with the Muslims. Each of these two groups considered their

own creed more superior than the other's regarding the Truth, then they negated

each other. The Jews said that their prophet, Moses (a.s.), was superior and their

Book, the Turah, was the best. The Christians, on the other hand, had the same claim.
They said Jesus (a.s.) was the best guide and the Evangel was the best among the

heavenly Books. Even though they could not settle their own disputes between

themselves, the followers of both creeds invited the Muslims to their own religion. The

.above verses were revealed and answered them both

****

 : Commentary

 ! Only Our Creed is True

Point

Egoism and self-conceit usually cause one to think that Truth is exclusively his own

and therefore, he considers others wrong. This very person, consequently, tries to

divert others to his own way of seeing things, as the Qur'ān through the first verse of

:the above verses says

'. ..." And they said: ` Be Jews or Christians, you shall be guided aright " 

:Tell them that distorted religions can never be the source of guidance, but

Say: ` Nay ! Rather the creed of Abraham, the upright; and he was not of those "... 
 '." who associate partners to Allah

How to recognize the Pure Religion

The true believers in pure Faith are those who follow the pure Monotheistic creed, i.e.
the Monotheism which has never been tainted with any form of polytheism. The most

important basic principle for recognizing the pure religion from the corrupted ones is
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.by keeping in mind this very perfect creed of Monotheism

Islam instructs us not to make distinction between the divine prophets and to respect

their religions totally because the fundamental principles of all Divine religions are

entirely the same. Moses (a.s.) and Jesus (a.s.) reinstituted the pure (hạnīf) doctrine of

.(, Abraham (a.s
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which is to live and die with faith in the One True God. They believed in the non-
polytheistic creed of Abraham (a.s.), the pure Monotheist, although their religions

were later contaminated with polytheism by their ignorant followers. The Jews,
though they taught Unity, went after false gods, and the Christians invented the trinity

or borrowed it from pagans. (Of course, if they search for the pureness of truth, they

will realize that there is no difference between what their prophets preached and

what was brought forth by Islam and that they, in performing their duties today,
should follow the divine creed of Islam which has come down from the direction of

(. Allah for this Age

****

Concerning the statements of the Muslims' opponents, the next verse enjoins the

:followers of Islam thus

Say: ` We have believed in Allah and that which has been sent down " 

,to us, and (in) what was sent down to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac

Jacob and the tribes; and (in) that which was given

to Moses and Jesus and (in) that which was given

. ..." to all prophets from their Lord

 '." We make no distinction between any of them, and to Him do we submit "...

Accepting All Prophets of Allah

Self-conceit and tribal or racial prejudices should never lie at the root of our accepting

some of the prophets and rejecting the others. They were all Divine teachers who

spent their lives training and guiding people in different eras of time. Their aim was

only to guide human beings towards pure Unity, Truth, and Justice, although each of

them had some particular duties and special qualifications related to their own

.specific periods of time
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****

 : Then it adds

(; ..." If then they believe in what you believe, they indeed are guided (aright " 

;..." but if they turn away, then they are clearly in schism "... 
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If they do not mix their racial and tribal problems, and the likes of them, with the

religion, and formally accept all the prophets, they are also guided, otherwise they

.have put away the truth and followed the wrong

The term / šiqāq / originally means ` cleft, conflict, and fight ' and, here, it has been

rendered into ` blasphemy ', and sometimes into `misleading ', or ` separation from

Truth and tending to falsehood ', all of which, in fact, basically point back to the same

.fact

Some of the commentators have cited that when the former verse was revealed

whereby Jesus (a.s.) was mentioned in a row with some other prophets, some of the

Christians said that they did not agree with that statement because Jesus (a.s.) was

not like other prophets; he was the son of God. The last verse of the above verses

was sent down(1) and warned them that they were misguided and they were in

.schism

However, at the end of the verse, it encourages the Muslims not to be afraid of the

:plots of enemies; saying

." Allah will suffice you against them; He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing "... 

****

 : Explanation

The Oneness of the Prophets' Invitation

In several occasions, the Holy Qur'ān points out that there is no difference between

the prophets of Allah because all of them had received the revelation from one single

Source and pursued one goal. Therefore, the Qur'ān enjoins the Muslims to respect all

of the Divine prophets equally. But, as it was stated before, this exhortation does not

conflict with the idea that every new religion sent down from Allah abrogates the

.former religions and Islam is the last religion in the world

Of course, no religion on earth, except Islam, has ever demanded of its adherents to
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believe equally in the truthfulness and flawless godliness, sinless purity of conduct

and character of the other apostles
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of Allah and in the other sacred scripts as the revealed Word of Allah. This command

in Islam was given because the Divine Apostles were like some teachers and every

one of them instructed the human race as one class. It is evident that when the period

and the course of one class finishes, the trainees will be promoted to another teacher,
to a class of a higher degree. Therefore, all nations are to fulfill the requirements

given by the last prophet of their times, which is the last stage of the development of

the religion in their period of time. This statement will never contrast the rightfulness

.of the invitations of other prophets

 ' ? Who were ` Asbāt

The term / sebt / originally means: ` stretching, or expanding of something easily '. A
tree is sometimes called ` sabat ' because its branches expand freely. The leading

lexicologists expressly declare that / sebt / the plural of which is / asbāt / includes sons'

(children and daughters' children.(1

The meaning of the term / asbāt /, here, is the groups and tribes of Israelites who

came forth from Jacob's twelve sons, and, since there were some prophets among

them, in the above verse they are counted among those upon whom the Divine

.verses have been sent down

So, the objective meaning of the term, here, is the tribe of Israelites or the tribes of

Jacob's children who consisted of some prophets, not all the children of Jacob. Some

of those children were not entirely eligible to be prophets because they committed sin

.in their dealings with their own brother

****

 / The meaning of / ḥanīf

The Arabic term / hạnīf / is based on / hạnaf / with the meaning ` orthodox, true ', or `
inclined from misguidance to right opinion '. So, those pure monotheists who turn

away from polytheism and incline to
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 '. this basic principle, are called ` Ḥanīf

 '. It is also for this reason that one of the meanings of / hạnīf / is ` true, straight

This explanation makes it clear that the meaning offered by the commentators for the

term / hạnīf / such as Hajj, the pilgrimage to the Ka`bah, adhering to truth, following

Abraham (a.s.), and the pureness of deeds, are all reflections of that inclusive

.meaning and each of them is an example of it

****

p:316
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Verses 138-141; Arabic and English Translation

نَودُِباع هَُل  نُحَْن  هًغَْبصِ وَ  هِّللا  نَِم  نُسَحْاَ  نْمَ  هِّللا وَ  هَغَْبصِ   138

نَوصُِلخُْم هَُل  نُحَْن  مْکُُلامعْاَ وَ  مْکَُل  انُلامعْاَ وَ  انَل  مْکُُّبرَ وَ  انُّبرَ وَ  وَهُ  هِّللا وَ  یِف  انَنوُّجاحُتاَ  لُْق   139

نَّْمِم مُلَظْاَ  نْمَ  هُّللا وَ  مِاَ  مُلَعْاَ  مُْتْناَءَ  لُْـق  يراـصَن  وْاَ  ادًوهُ  اوُناـک  طَابسـْلاَْا  بَوقُْعیَ وَ  قَحسـِْا وَ  لَیعمسـِْا وَ  مَیهرْبِا وَ  َّنِا  نَوُلوقُتَ  مْاَ   140
نَوُلمَْعتَ امّعَ  -لٍ  فِاغِب هُّللا  امَ  هِّللا وَ  نَِم  هُدَْنعِ  هًدَاهشَ  -مَ  تَکَ

نَو - لُمَْعیَ او  - نُاک -ا  مّعَ نَو  -لُ- ئَسُْت مُْتْبسَکَ وَ لا  ام  مْکَُل  تْبَسَکَ وَ  ام  اهَل  تْلَخَ  دْقَ  هٌَّمُا  کَْلِت   141

Receive) the baptism of Allah and who is better than Allah in baptizing? And Him . " ) 138
." do we worship

Say (to the Jews and Christians): ` Would you dispute with us concerning Allah . " 139
Who is our Lord and your Lord? For us are our deeds and for you are your deeds: and

 '." we are sincere to Him

Or do you claim that Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes were Jews or . " 140
Christians? Say: ` Who then knows best, you or Allah? ' Who is more unjust than he

who conceals testimony received from Allah? And Allah is not heedless of what you

." do

That is a nation that has passed away; theirs is that which they have earned and . " 141
." yours is what you earned; you shall not be questioned for what they had been doing

p:317
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 : Commentary

The Baptism of Allah

Following the invitation, in the former verses, to the adherents of all religions to

accept the Divine messages of all prophets, in the first verse of this group of verses, it
:commands them all to

 ..." Receive) the baptism of Allah " )

Which is the same as the purification by Faith and true monotheism resulting in the

:manifestation of one true colour. Then, it adds

." and who is better than Allah in baptizing? And Him do we worship "... 

Thus, the Qur'ān commands that all racial, tribal and other separative colours be put

.aside and that every one take on (symbolically) the colour of Allah

Some commentators have recorded that it was a custom among the Christians to

baptize their new-born children in baptismal water which was mixed with dye or a

colour, signifying that the baptized person received new colour in life. They said that

this baptism, especially with this particular colour, caused the person to be cleaned

.(. from the original sin that he had inherited from Adam (a.s

The Qur'ān rejects this baseless logic and tells them that in order to purify their souls

and minds from any stain of sin instead of using colours of rituals, superstitions and

.dispersiveness, they had better accept the colour of truthfulness and godliness

Truly, what a delicate and beautiful sentence it is! How nice it would be if all people

accepted the godly colour, i.e. the colour of unity, purity and virtue! Viz the colour of

colourlessness, the colour of justice, equality, patience and perseverance. Under the

light of the colour of unity and sincerity, all conflicts and fights can be put to an end

.and the main weed of polytheism and dispersion might be rooted out

.This is, in fact, that very colournessless, or in other words, pulling away of all colours
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In several traditions, commenting on this verse, it is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.)
who has said that the objective meaning of /sịbqatallah / ` the baptism of Allah ' is the

.pure creed of Islam.(1) This idea is also a reference to what was said in the above
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Some of the Jews, and some others, occasionally disputed with the Muslims claiming

that all the prophets were chosen from among them and their religion was the oldest

of all religions, and their book was the most ancient of Divine Books. They said that if
Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) had really been a prophet, he would have been appointed from

among them. They sometimes said that their race was superior to the Arab race, for

the acceptance of creeds, and they were more receptive to revelation than Arabs,
.because they had practically been idol-worshippers while the Jews were not

The Jews considered themselves the sons of God, the ones who claimed Heaven

exclusively theirs. The Qur'ān refuses all of these false imaginations. At first, it tells

.(: the Prophet (p.b.u.h

Say (to the Jews and Christians): ` Would you dispute with us concerning Allah Who " 
? ..." is our Lord and your Lord

This Lord is not exclusively for one particular tribe or a certain race. He is the Lord of

.all human beings and all creatures in the world of existence

Addressing them, it adds that they should also know that: there are no privileges for

:anyone except for those attained by a person's good deeds

: ..." For us are our deeds and for you are your deeds "... 

But there is a difference between those deeds. We serve Him sincerely and associate

(: none with Him, (while most of you have poluted Unity with polytheism

 '." and we are sincere to Him "...

****

Prophets before Moses (a.s), neither Jews nor Christians

:The next verse replies to some other vain claims of theirs. It says

Or do you claim that Abraham, Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes were Jews or " 
?..." Christians
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? '..." Say: ` Who then knows best, you or Allah "... 

.Allah knows best of all that they were neither Jewish nor Christian

You also know, whether you admit it or not, that many of those prophets came in to

this world before Moses (a.s.) and Jesus (a.s.), and
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if you do not know it, then you have ignorantly charged them with such a belie which

:in itself, is a great sin and an attempt at hiding the true fact. Thus

? ..." Who is more unjust than he who conceals testimony received from Allah "... 

." And Allah is not heedless of what you do "... 

What a wonder! When it happens that a person's mind is dominated by obstinacy and

prejudice, he denies even the well-known facts of history. For instance, the Jews

counted the prophets such as Abraham (a.s.), Isaac (a.s.) and Jacob (a.s.), who came

into the world and passed away before Moses and Jesus, as being from among the

followers of Moses (a.s.) and Jesus (a.s.). They denied the above mentioned fact which

is pertinent to the fate of their people and defines their Faith and religion. It may be

for this very reason that the Qur'ān introduces them as the most unjust. There is no

unjust action worst than that some persons intentionally deny some facts in order to

.misguide people so that they wander aimlessly in that misguidance

****

Thrive on Your Own Excellencies

In the last of the verses under discussion, which is also the last verse of the first part

(out of the thirty parts) of the Holy Qur'ān, the Qur'ān answers them in another style

:indicating that supposing all these claims were correct, then, this is the answer

..." That is a nation that has passed away; theirs is that which they have earned " 

and yours is what you earned; you shall not be questioned for what they had been "...
." doing

In conclusion, a nation should rely upon its own deeds, not on its past history. As a

.person should thrive on his own excellencies, not on those of his ancestors

The End Part One

The End Part One
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Beginning of Part Two

(Part Two (1

-ي صِ- لِا ءُا  - شیَ يد مَ-نْ  - هْیَ بُرِْغمَْلا  قُرِشـْمَْلا وَ  هِّلِل  لُْق  اهْیلَعَ  اوُناک  یتَّلا  مُهِِتلَْبِق  نْعَ  مْهُبَّلوَ  ام  سِاّنلا  نَِم  ءُاـهفَُّسلا  لُوقُیَسـَ   142
-مٍ یقتَسُْم طٍار 

The fools among the people will say: ` What has turned them from their Qiblah . " 142
.' (direction of prayer) which they were facing at

;Say: ` Allah's is the East and the West

 '." He guides whoever He pleases to a straight way

Commentary : Verse 142

Occasion of the Change of Qiblah

This verse together with a few verses following it refers to one of the great

happenings in the history of Islam which caused a huge wave of excitement among

the people of that time. The explanation for the occurrence is that the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.), under divine direction, prayed towards the direction of Jerusalem for

thirteen years in Mecca after proclaiming his mission and then, also, for several

months in Medina after his migration. But again, under divine direction, the Qiblah (i.e.
the direction of prayer) was changed and Muslims were commissioned to pray

.towards the Ka`bah

The commentators are divided as to the length of time that Muslims worshipped

facing towards Jerusalem in Medina. The duration of this ritual situation has been

cited from seven to seventeen months. However, during this period, Muslims were

always entangled with the reproaches of the Jews, because Jerusalem was originally

the Jewish

p:321
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but verses about the theme of Qiblah in the Qur'an is still continued. Hence, to

complete the idea, we had to add some verses of Part 2, here, at the end of this

.volume
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Qiblah. Since the Muslims used to pray towards the direction of Jerusalem, the Jewish

Qiblah, during that time, they blamed that their (Muslims) acceptance of their (Jewish)
Qiblah proved, as they thought, that the Jews were right in their creed and Muslims,

.who were not independent for themselves in the direction of prayer, were not

These statements were difficult for the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and Muslims to

bear. They were, on one hand, showing obedience to the command of Allah, and, on

the other hand, the ceaseless sarcasm of the Jews was intolerable. It was for this

reason that by night Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) occasionally turned his face

towards the heavens in a way that showed he was expecting to receive Divine

.revelation

After some time of waiting, finally the command for changing the Qiblah was

revealed. It was while the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was praying the noon prayer and he had

already performed only two rak`ats of the prayer in Banī-Sālim Mosque towards the

direction of Jerusalem when Gabriel was commissioned by Allah to take the arm of

.the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and turn his face towards the direction of the Ka`bah

The Jews were annoyed with this occurrence and according to their old traditional

style, they began seeking pretexts. Aforetime, they used to say that they were

superior to Muslims because Muslims were dependent on the Jews regarding their

Qiblah. But, when the command of changing the Qiblah was sent down by the Lord, a
:party of the Jews protested; as the Qur'ān says

The fools among the people will say: ` What has turned them from their Qiblah " 
 ? '..." (direction of prayer) which they were facing at

The Jews disputed about why the Muslims altered the former prophets' Qiblah that

day. They said if the first Qiblah was correct, then why the change? And, if the second

one was right, then why had they been praying towards the direction of Jerusalem for

?more than thirteen years

:The Lord ordered His Apostle thus

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 695 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Say: ` Allah's is the East and the West; He guides whoever He pleases to a straight "...
 '." way

Similar to this circumstance the words East and West, besides the verse under

:discussion, have occured in four other verses of the Qur'ān

There is a short explanation about their . 9 : 73 , 28 : 26 , 177 : 2 , 115 : 2
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objective meaning when commenting on verse 115 (pg. 267 this vol.). The content

meaning of these terms refers to the Omnipresence of Allah as the Absolute Reality,
the hold of which penetrates the universe in its every part and particle as well as its

whole, meaning both the rise of the light in the East and its setting in the West are the

various aspects of manifestation of Allah's Mighty and Glory i.e., whichever direction

.the mind turns there is this aspect of His

This verse was a decisive clear reasonable answer for those who sought pretext by

letting them know that Jerusalem, the Ka`bah and all other places belong to Allah,
and, intrinsically, Allah has no house and no place; He is the Omnipresent. The main

principle here is that we servants should submit to His command and whatever

direction He appoints for prayer, that direction is sacred and respectable and that

direction should be prayed towards. Without His commission, no place has excellence

.or preference in its own essence

And, the change of the Qiblah, in fact, is one stage of the many different stages of trial

and development, each of which is an example of Divine Guidance. It is He Who

 '. guides people to the ` Straight Path

****

p:323
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اهْیلَعَ تَْنکُ  یتَّلا  هَلَْبقِْلا  انَْلعَجَ  ام  اًدیهشـَ وَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  لُوسَُّرلا  نَوکُیَ  سِاّنلا وَ  یلَعَ  ءَادهَشـُ  اوُنوکُتَِل  ً-ا  طسَوَ هًَّمُا  مْکُانْلعَجَ  کَِلذکـَ  143 وَ 
هَّللا َّنِا  مْکَُنامیا  عَیـضُیِل  هُّللا  نَاک  ام  هُّللا وَ  يدَهـَ  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  لاِّا  هًرَیبکََل  تَْناک  نِْا  هِْیبَقِعَ وَ  یلعَ  بُِلقَْنیَ  نَّْمِم  لَوسَُّرلا  عُِبَّتیَ  نْمَ  مَلَْعنَِل  لاِّا 

مٌیحرَ فٌؤُرََل  سِاّنلاِب 

And thus have We made you an Ummat of middling stand that you may be . " 143
witnesses over mankind, and the Messenger may be (a) witness over you. We did not

make the (former) Qiblah (direction of prayer) towards which you were facing at,
except that We might distinguish him who follows the Messenger from him who turns

back upon his heels; it was indeed hard except for those whom Allah has guided. Allah

would never let your Faith be wasted truly Allah is to mankind Most Affectionate, Most

." Merciful

Commentary : Verse 143

An Ummat of Middle Standing

In this verse a part of the philosophy and secret of the change of the Qiblah is

.referred to

:At first it says

..." And thus have We made you an Ummat of middling stand " 

A nation that is a medium one from any aspect, viz. it is in a state that is neither in

.excess nor defect and can be brought forth as an example

But, why is the Muslims' Qiblah a middle one? Haply, it is

p:324
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because most of the Christians were living in countries west of their Qiblah. In order

to stand towards the direction of the birthplace of Jesus which was located in

Jerusalem they had to stand nearly towards the direction of the East. Therefore the

East was considered the direction of their Qiblah. The Jews, who mostly were living in
Syria, Babylon and the like, prayed towards Jerusalem which was located nearly in the

West for them. Hence, the West was considered the direction of their Qiblah. But, for

the Muslims of that time (Muslims in Medina), the Ka`bah was located in the South,
.between the East and the West which, thereby, was considered a middle ground

All of those meanings, in fact, are understood from the phrase /wakaôālika/ ` and thus

' stated in the verse. The Qur'ān, however, apparently, may intend to refer to the

position of all Islamic programs and that not only the Muslims' Qiblah is middle

.standing but also in all other aspects they have this specialty

:Then, it adds

that you may be witnesses over mankind, and the Messenger may be (a) witness "...
. ..." over you

The expression of the Muslims being ` witnesses ' over the people of the world, and

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) bearing ` witness ' over the Muslims may be an insinuation to `
being as a model ', since witnesses are always chosen from the eligible ones. Thus,
the purpose might be that you (Muslims), with these instructions and this creed, are a

.model nation, as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is a model among you

You, by your deeds and behaviour bear witness that a man can be both a man of

action and a man of religion while he is living in this very world. He, being sociable, can

quite properly protect the limits of his spiritual and moral aspects. Portraying these

thoughts and activities, you bear witness that not only there is no contradictions

between religion and science, or the present world and the coming world, but they

.serve one another

Then, the Qur'ān has pointed to one of the secrets of the change of the Qiblah when it
:says
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(We did not make the (former) Qiblah (direction of prayer "...

,towards which you were facing at

except that We might distinguish him who
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; ..." follows the Messenger from him who turns back upon his heels

It is interesting that the Qur'ān does not say: ` him who follows you ' but it says: ` him

who follows the Messenger ' which confirms the fact that you (Muhammad) are

commissioned by the Lord and you are a guide. So, they must be obedient to your

command in all things. In this relation, the change of the Qiblah is simple; if the

command were beyond that, it should be obeyed and their seeking pretext in it is a
.sign of their holding on to the customs of the age of paganism and idol worshipping

 " The Qurānic phrase " from him who turns back upon his heels

which originally means ` to turn on ones heel ' is a hint to a kind of retrograde manner

.or retrogression

. ..." it was indeed hard except for those whom Allah has guided "... 

Yes, the soul of absolute submission to the command of Allah will not come to being

unless there is Divine Guidance. This is an important matter, that one ought to be so

submissive that he does not feel in his self even the slightest heaviness for the

execution of such commandments; on the contrary, because it is from Allah, he

.embraces it willingly and eagerly

Since the seductive enemies or the ignorant friends thought that with the change of

the Qiblah our services would become futile and our reward be wasted, at the end of

:the verse it says

Allah would never let your Faith be wasted truly Allah is to mankind Most "...
." Affectionate, Most Merciful

Allah's commandments are issued as prescriptions for the purpose of our remedy;

then one day this one is useful and the next, something else. Each of them in its

proper place is the best to provide our felicity, prosperity, and development. Thus, the

change of the Qiblah should not create any anxiety for you about your former prayers

and worshippings nor those in the future, because all of them have been right and

.proper
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****
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او - ُّلوَفَ -مْ  تُْنکُ ام  -ثُ  یْحَ مِارحَْلا وَ  دِجِسـْمَْلا  رَطْشـَ  کَهَجْوَ  ِّلوَفَ  اهبـضرْتَ  هًلَْبِق  کََّنیَِّلوَُنلَفَ  ءِامَّسلا  یِف  کَهـِجْوَ  بَُّلقَتَ  يرَن  دْقـَ   441
نَوُلمَْعیَ امّعَ  لٍِفاغِب  هُّللا  امَ  مْهِِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  ُّقحَْلا  هَُّناَ  نَومُلَْعیََل  بَاتکِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  هُرَ وَ  - طْشَ -مْ  کُهَوجُوُ

Indeed We see turning your face (O' Muhammad) to the heavens, and now We . " 144
.shall turn you (in prayer) to a Qiblah that you shall be pleased with

Turn then your face towards the Sacred Mosque and wherever you are, turn your

faces towards it (for prayer) and those who have been given the (earlier) Book know

.well that it is the truth from their Lord

." And Allah is not at all heedless of what they do

Commentary : Verse 144

Turn Towards the Sacred Mosque

As it was mentioned before, Jerusalem was the first, but temporary, Qiblah of the

Muslims. So, as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was waiting to receive the command from Allah

to change the Qiblah, especially after he had migrated to Medina and continued

praying towards the same direction, i.e. towards the direction of Jerusalem, the Jews

used to very frequently taunt the Muslims at not having a Qiblah of their own and

stated that but for the Jews' faith, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would not even know the

direction towards which, by the direction of Allah, he should turn in prayer. Owing to

the sneers of the Jews he (p.b.u.h.) desired a change and Allah granted it to him. In the

above verse this subject is referred to when the command of the Qiblah has been

:issued to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). It says thus

p:327
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, ..." Indeed We see turning your face (O' Muhammad) to the heavens " 

. ..." and now We shall turn you (in prayer) to a Qiblah that you shall be pleased with "... 

..." Turn then your face towards the Sacred Mosque "... 

(..." and wherever you are, turn your faces towards it (for prayer "... 

According to the Islamic traditions, we know that this change of the Qiblah happened

in Medina, at a very sensitive moment when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was praying the

noontime prayer. The bringer of Divine revelation took Muhammad's (p.b.u.h.) arm

and turned him from the direction of Jerusalem to the direction of the Ka`bah. At the

same time Muslims immediately changed their rows, too. It is also said that in that

event even the women had to change their place of prayer with the men. (It should be

noted that in that occurrence Jerusalem was located approximately towards the

.( North while the direction of the Ka`bah was towards the South

It is also noteworthy that the change of the Qiblah had been one of the signs of the

Call of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) written in the former scriptures. The Jews had

.learnt therein that he (p.b.u.h.) would pray towards two directions for his Qiblah

:Therefore, in the above verse, after the command of the Qiblah, it adds

and those who have been given the (earlier) Book know well that it is the truth from "... 
. ..." their Lord

The phrase " those who have been given the (earlier) book " means the Jews who

through the prophecies in their scriptures (Vide Deut 18: 15 and 18) already knew that

:the holy Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) was a true prophet, thus

The Lord, thy God, will raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy " 
.brethren like unto Me; unto him you shall hearken:" Deut 18: 15

I will raise them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put " 
My words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him."

Deut 18: 18,19
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Moreover, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) did not follow the customs of his locale at

first, and put aside the Ka`bah which was the center of idols that the Arabs loved very

much. He formally accepted
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the direction of the Qiblah of a limited minority, i.e. Jerusalem. This was, in itself,
.considered proof of the rightfulness of his invitation and the Divinity of his Call

:At the end of the verse, it adds

." And Allah is not at all heedless of what they do "... 

That is, instead of introducing the change of the Qiblah as a sign of his rightfulness,
they rejected it and raised a tumult. But Allah is heedless neither of their actions nor of

.their intentions

****
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-عٍ بِاتِب -مْ  هُضُْعَب ام  -مْ وَ  هُتَلَْبِق عٍِباتِب  تَْناَ  ام  -كَ وَ  تَلَْبِق او  - عُِبتَ اـم  -هٍ  يَا ِّل  - کُِـب بَاـتکِْلا  او  - تُوُا -نَ  يذَّلا -تَ  یْتَاَ -نْ  ئَِل 145 وَ 
-نَ یمِلاظّلا -نَ  مَِل اذًِا  -كَ  َّنِا مِْلعِْلا  نَِم  كَءَاج  ام  دِْعَب  نِْم  مْهُءَاوهْاَ  تَْعبََّتا  نِِئَل  ضٍْعَب وَ  هَلَْبِق 

And even if you were to bring every Sign to those who have been given the . " 145
(earlier) Book, they would not follow your Qiblah, nor would you be a follower of their

.Qiblah, neither are they the followers of each other's Qiblah

And if you follow their desires after the knowledge that has come to you, then you will

." surely be of the Unjust

Commentary :Verse 145

 ! They will Never be Content

Commenting on the previous verse it was described that the ` People of the Book '

knew that the change of the Qiblah from the direction of Jerusalem to the direction of

the Sacred Mosque not only was not an objection to the authenticity of the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.), but that it was one of the signs of his rightfulness to prophethood,
because they had learned through their religious books that the Apostle of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) would pray towards the directions of two Qiblahs. But their vain religious

.fanaticisms did not let them accept the fact

In principle, until when a person has not made a decision on a subject yet, by bringing

proof, reasons, logic, and miracles for him, he might be made to understand the fact

or the fact, itself, might be proved and be manifested to him and consequently, he

changes his belief. But, when formerly he has decidedly confirmed his position,
especially in the case of a zealous or ignorant person, it is not at all possible to change

.his mind
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:So the Qur'ān decisively says

And even if you were to bring every Sign to those who have been given the (earlier) " 
, ..." Book, they would not follow your Qiblah

Therefore, do not tire yourself, for they will never surrender to the truth because the

.truth-seeking soul has died in them

Unfortunately, all of the Divine prophets were faced with such persons who were

either of the rich puissant ones, or of the deluded and mammonish scholars, or of the

.ignorant zealous laymen

 : Then, it adds

, ..." nor would you be a follower of their Qiblah "... 

That is, if they think that, with their sayings and uproars, the Muslims' Qiblah may

change again, they are mistaken. This Qiblah is permanent and it is the final

.everlasting Qiblah for all Muslims

This kind of speaking is, in fact, one of the ways of concluding the reproaches of

opponents by standing firm and proving that those futile uproars will not change

.anything

:Then it adds that they are so fanatic in their creed that

. ..." neither are they the followers of each other's Qiblah "... 

Neither would the Jews follow the Christian's Qiblah nor would the Christians follow

.the Jews' Qiblah

.(: Then, again for more emphasis, it warns the Prophet (p.b.u.h

And if you follow their desires after the knowledge that has come to you, then you "... 
." will surely be of the Unjust

Such warnings which are stated in the form of conditional sentenes, addressing the
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:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are frequently seen in the Qur'ān, the purpose of which is threefold

The first is that all know that, regarding the law of Allah, there is no difference

between the servants of Allah and even the Divine prophets are included under those

laws, therefore, if, for the sake of argument, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), too, were to

delude from the Truth, he would also be involved with the Lord's punishment, though

such a supposition is impossible concerning the prophets (a.s.) with their Faith and

.immence knowledge and whose ranks of virtue are known

And, as it was stated before, a conditional proposition does not necessarily verify the)
.( existence of a protasis
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The second thing is that, taking into consideration the above circumstance, other

people would think about their own situations and know that when the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is being warned, then how much more they should be careful about their

responsibilities and duties. They must never follow their enemies' perverted desires

.or give attention to their uproars

The third aim is to make it clear that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), too, has no right on his

own to change anything in Allah's ordinances. It is not so that any one can collide or

.come to terms with him, since he is a servant, too, and obedient to His Command

****
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نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُ  َّقحَْلا وَ  نَومُُتکْیََل  مْهُْنِم  ً-ا  قیرفَ َّنِا  مْهُءَانْباَ وَ  نَوُفرِْعیَ  امکَ  هَُنوُفرِْعیَ  بَاتکِْلا  مُهُ  انْیتَا  نَیذَّلاَ   146

نَیرتَمْمُْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لافَ  کَِّبرَ  نِْم  ُّقحَْلاَ   147

Those to whom We have given the (earlier) Book, recognize him (the Prophet) as . " 146
they recognize their sons, but a group of them most surely conceal the truth while

(." they know (it

." The Truth is from your Lord, therefore be not one of the doubters . " 147

Commentary : Verses 146-147

Point

Following the former discussions about the obstinacy and bigotry of a party of the

:People of the Book, the first verse of the above says

Those to whom We have given the (earlier) Book, recognize him (the Prophet) as " 
, ..." they recognize their sons

Characteristics of Prophet Mohammad (p.b.u.h) Contained in (Earlier) Book

They have learnt about his name and his specific characteristics in their religious

.books

(." but a group of them most surely conceal the truth while they know (it "... 

Some of them, of course, having seen those clear signs of the promised Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) embraced Islam. It is quoted from `Abdillah-ibn-Salām, who previously had

been one of the Jewish scholars and then accepted Islam, that he said that from

before, he knew the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) better than he knew his son, (1) and the

.other scholars knew the Prophet of Islam well, too

This verse uncovers an important fact. It denotes that the earlier Divine Books had

contained a very vivid and distinct illustration of the physical and spiritual

characteristics of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). It had been so clear that those who
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.were acquainted with those Books could draw a clear image of him in their minds

Can anybody imagine that any name or description about the
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Prophet of Islam's (p.b.u.h.) characteristics could not be found mentioned in the Turah

and the Evangel? Certainly not, because, as the above verse indicates, the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) was announced openly and very clearly before their eyes by his

epithets that were cited in the books of the ` People of the Book '. If this statement

?were not true, might the scholars of the ` People of the Book ' not rise against it

Would they not present their books to him and insist that he should prove his claim

thereby according to their Books? Was it possible that even one of their learned men

would surrender to the invitation of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) without sufficient

 ? cause

Thus, such verses in the Holy Qur'ān are, themselves, clear evidence for them to the

.( rightfulness of the prophethood of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

****

Then, to emphasize upon the former statements about the change of the Qiblah or

:the ordinances of Islam in general, it says

." The Truth is from your Lord, therefore be not one of the doubters " 

The announcement to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he, in fact, is the Apostle from

Allah sounds to some as a consolation to the holy Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) so that he

would never doubt when the enemies sneered or scorned upon either the change of

the Qiblah or about other problems, even if all of them allied with each other against

him. As it was mentioned before, any warning or threat addressed to the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is always and invariably meant, not for the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but for his

followers. He never doubted in the Divine revelation because the revelation was, for

 '. him, on the level of `certainty of sight

****
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رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکُ  یلعَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  ً-ا  عیمجَ هُّللا  مُکُِب  تِأْیَ  اوُنوکُتَ  ام  نَْیاَ  تِارْیخَْلا  اوقُِبتَسْافَ  -ا  هیّلوَُم -هٌ هُ-وَ  هَجْوِ ٍّل  - کُِل 148 وَ 

Everyone has a direction to which he turns, so hasten to precede each other . " 148
.towards all that is good

Wherever you (may) be, Allah will bring you altogether (unto Him); surely Allah is All-
." Powerful over all things

Commentary : Verse 148

Every Religion has a Qiblah

This verse is, in fact, an answer to the Jews who made a vast uproar about the event

:of the change of Qiblah. It says

, ..." Everyone has a direction to which he turns " 

There had been different directions of the Qiblah during the history of prophets. The

change of the direction of a Qiblah is not a strange thing, because it is not like the

principles of the religion which are permanent, nor is it similar to Divine affairs which

are impossible to interfere in. Therefore, do not make such a big deal about the

.Qiblah

. ..." so hasten to precede each other towards all that is good "... 

Instead of spending all your time on talking about this minor subject, you had better

pay attention to doing good deeds and having pure intentions which have a broad

racing field where you can challenge to precede each other, because the criterion of

.the value of your existence is your pure good actions

This meaning is just like what is stated in verse 177 of the current Sura: " It is not

righteousness that you turn your faces towards the East and the West, but

righteousness is that one should have faith in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the

, ..." Book, and the Apostles

If you want to examine Islam or Muslims, you can utilize this criterion for analysis, not
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.the problem of the change of the Qiblah
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:Then, as warning to the objectors and encouraging the good-doers, it says

(; ..." Wherever you (may) be, Allah will bring you altogether (unto Him "... 

.in the Great Court of the Hereafter which is the final stage of reward and punishment

It is not such that some be busy doing righteous works and some others do not do

anything but destruction and spend their time spoiling others' deeds and, yet, these

.two groups be treated equally without having any reckoning or any recompense

The idea may seem surprising for some people that how it is possible that Allah

gathers the particles of the scattered dusts of men wherever they may be, and brings

:them into a new life, then, it immediately says

." surely Allah is All-Powerful over all things "... 

Indeed, the existence of this statement at the end of the verse is evidence for the

:statement preceding it, which says

( ". Wherever you (may) be, Allah will bring you altogether (unto Him " 

 : Explanation

The Day When Imam Mahdi's (a.s.) Adherents Assemble

According to numerous traditions narrated from the holy Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) cited in

Islamic literature, the expression: " Wherever you (may) be, Allah will bring you

altogether (unto Him) " has been rendered into the adherents of Imam al-Mahdi, the

.(. twelveth Imam, (a.s

It is quoted in ` Raudat-ul-Kāfī ' from Imam Muhammad Bāqir (a.s.) who, after

mentioning this expression, said: " It means the adherents of Imam Ghā'im (a.s.) who

consist of three hundred and thirteen men. By Allah, they are the objective meaning

 /. of the phrase / ummat-ul-ma`dūdah

By Allah, they all will gather together at the same time like the autumnal wind-driven
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(broken clouds that become cumulus."(1
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It is also narrated from Ali-ibn-Mūsa-ar-Ridā, the eighth Imam, who has said: " By

Allah, when al-Mahdi (a.s.) rises, Allah will gather all our followers from all cities unto

(him."(1

There is no doubt that this commentary is one of the deep innate meanings of the

verse. Based on Islamic traditions, we know that there are layers upon layers of

.meaning concerning the verses of the Qur'ān

One of them is the apparent meaning which is universal and general; and others,
which are the deeply hidden ones which none knows except the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the

.sinless Imams (a.s.), and those whom Allah wills

In other words, these traditions refer to this very meaning that the Creator, Who is

able to gather the particles of the scattered dusts of men from different parts of the

world, can easily bring the adherents of al-Mahdi (a.s.) on one day and at one time

together to strike the first spark of the establishment of the revolution for the

settlement of the godly government in order to put an end to tyranny and

.transgression, and establish Divine Justice among people throughout the world

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ امّعَ  لٍِفاغِب  هُّللا  امَ  کَِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  ُّقحَْلَل  هَُّنِا  مِارحَْلا وَ  دِجِسْمَْلا  -رَ  طْشَ کَهَجْوَ  ِّلوَفَ  تَجْرَخَ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  149 وَ 

مْکُْیلَعَ سِاّنلِل  نَوکُیَ  ـّلائَِل  هُرَطْشـَ  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اوُّلوَفَ  مُْتْنکُ  اـم  ثُْیحَ  مِارحَْلا وَ  دِجِسـْمَْلا  -رَ  طْشـَ کَهـَجْوَ  ِّلوَفَ  تَجْرَخَ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  150 وَ 
نَودُتَهْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  یتمَْعِن  َّمِتلاُِوَ  ینوْشَخْا  مْهُوْشَخْتَ وَ  لافَ  -مْ  هُْنِم او  - مُلَظَ -نَ  يذَّلا َّلاِا  هٌَّجحُ 

And from whatever place you come forth, turn your face towards the Sacred . " 149
Mosque. Indeed, this is the truth from your Lord. And Allah is not at all heedless of

." what you do

And from whatever place you come forth, turn your face (in prayer) towards the . " 150
,Sacred Mosque; and wherever you are

turn your faces towards it, so that people shall have no dispute against you, save

those of them that are unjust. Have no awe of them, but stand in awe of Me; and that

(." I may perfect My blessing upon you, and so that you might be guided (aright

Commentary : Verses 149-150

Turn Your Face Towards the Ka'bah

In the previous verse where the direction of the Sacred Mosque is referred to, it

concerns Medina, the city where most Muslims inhabited at that time. But, in the first

of the above verses, the meaning is more general and it says that from wherever you

.come forth and set out for travelling, turn your face towards the Ka`bah in prayer

And from whatever place you come forth, turn your face towards the Sacred " 
. ..." Mosque
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Some Points and Messages

Point

:Here are some points and messages that can be noted

Fulfilment of Prophecy.1

In numerous verses of the Qur'ān, the subject of the Qiblah and turning towards it is . 1
repeated and emphasized. These repetitions are not undue. Through every one of

these verses, besides the proposition of the Qiblah, a new point is propounded. In the

current Sura,(1) after commissioning the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Muslims to turn

their faces towards the Qiblah, the Sacred Mosque, it says: " ...and those who have

been given the (earlier) Book know well that it is the truth from their Lord...", because

they had learnt from their religious books that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) would

,pray towards two Qiblahs, so

", We shall turn you (in prayer) to a Qiblah that you shall be pleased with "...

in order to fulfil the prophecy which was given to the ` People of the Book ' cited in
.their Book which they were expecting

Here, the subject is emphasized again, thus: "...Indeed, this is the truth from your

. ..." Lord

In the next verse, there is another reason mentioned for these reiterations which will

.be referred to in the following

Reiterated to be renewed and settled in the minds and hearts of people.2

Whenever a new subject is proposed, the matter should necessarily be reiterated . 2
to be renewed and settled in the minds and hearts of people. It is narrated in a

tradition that the first phrase in the prayer call (i.e. Allāhu-Akbar) is repeated four

times in order that people be prepared and receptive, but the phrases following that

are repeated only two times, because people's attention has already been attracted
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.by the proclamation of the call to prayer

:The Lord warns those who disobey His Command, saying

." And Allah is not at all heedless of what you do "...

****

In the second of the above verses, too, immediately after the ordinance of turning the

:face towards the Sacred Mosque, the Lord says

..." so that people shall have no dispute against you "...

As it was formerly pointed out, the ` People of the Book ' knew that the Prophet of

,Islam (p.b.u.h.) would pray towards two Qiblahs, so

p:339
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if that had not come to pass, they would have questioned or objected that the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) lacked the qualities mentioned in the earlier heavenly Books, or they would

have sneered and despised the Muslims accusing them that they, who had not an

independent Qiblah for their own, were the followers of the Jewish Qiblah. This

objection was not, of course, only from the side of the Jews, but the pagans also

assisted them in their ridicules, criticizing : ` Why does not Muhammad respect the

Ka`bah, the Holy House built by Abraham and Ismail (a.s.), exclusively for the prayer

to God and does yeild towards the religious centre of the Jews? ' The hypocrites, too,
were busy objecting to the change of the Qiblah. They said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

.was not firm in his decision

However, this verse, with emphasis and repetition, prepares the Muslims for

acceptance and perseverance. It informs them that those people who accept proof

and reasons will not object to you, but those who are wrong doers and unjustly

conceal the truth will not stop seeking pretexts. "...so that people shall have no dispute

. ..." against you, save those of them that are unjust

Therefore, you should neither give heed to them nor be afraid of them. You should

.fear only Allah

; ..." Have no awe of them, but stand in awe of Me "...

Another point which is noteworthy, here, is that the Qiblah is the symbol of

Monotheism. The Qiblah, the direction of prayer, is the emblem of the Muslims. In

Nahjul-Balaqah, Sermon 173, the Qiblah is referred to as ` a clear sign, or a

distinguishing flag '. Idol worshippers and star worshippers, when worshipping, turned

towards idols or stars or the moon. Instead of those misguided directions, Islam

introduced the Ka`bah as the Qiblah for Muslims. Thus turning towards the Sacred

Mosque is considered a sign of being mindful of the Lord. Some traditions indicate that

the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) usually sat towards the direction of the Qiblah. We are

even advised by the Holy Ahlul-Bait (a.s.) to lie, to sleep and to sit down towards that

direction. This action has been counted as a form of worship. There are some special

obligatory ordinances on observing the Qiblah while performing certain ritual actions.

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 722 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


For instance, slaughtering animals to be used for food, burial of a Muslim corpse in the

grave, and establishing the
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obligatory prayers should be done towards the Qiblah. Elimination of bodily wastes

.while facing or with one's back to the Qiblah is unlawful

In addition to what was said in the above, the Qiblah is the sign and the factor of

uniting Muslims. If we look from above the earth down at the Muslims of the world, we

see that they turn towards the Qiblah at least five times a day with special regularity

and in a particular order. Throughout history, the Ka`bah has been the center point of

the godly movements and revolutions, including that of Abraham (a.s.), Prophet

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), up to Imam Husayn's (a.s.); and in the future, Imam Mahdi (May

Allah hasten his advent) will start his blessed movement from the site of the Ka`bah.
:Then, we conclude that

The Ka`bah is the Qiblah of Muslims, all of whom, wherever . 1

Conclusions

.they be, are commissioned to turn towards it when they stand praying

And from whatever place you come forth, turn your face towards the Sacred " 
.Mosque. Indeed, this is the truth from your Lord

." And Allah is not at all heedless of what you do

.Muslims should avoid doing anything that causes their enemies to seek pretext . 2

..." so that people shall have no dispute against you "...

.Independence is a ` value ' while tolerating flattery is a disgrace . 3

The change of the Qiblah is the fulfilment of the conditions and qualities promised in . 4
.the earlier Divine Books

The change of the Qiblah was a factor to nullify the vain objections and pretexts of . 5
.the ` People of the Book ', pagans, and hypocrites

:It is not right to be silent when there is injustice . 6
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. ..." save those of them that are unjust "...

Foreign enemies cannot be the greatest danger for the Muslims, while impiety and . 7
.having no awe of Allah is the real danger

Appointing an independent Qiblah for the Muslims was to prepare the perfection of . 8
.Allah's blessing upon them

, ..." and that I may perfect my blessing upon you "...

(. ..." and so that you might be guided (aright "...

Appointing an independent Qiblah for Muslims' prayers towards the Sacred Mosque . 9
.is a process for the guidance of believers

****
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او - نُوکُتَ -مْ  لَاـم -مْ  کُمـُِّلعَُی هَمَکْحِْلا وَ  بَاـتکِْلا وَ  مُکُمُِّلعَُی  مْکُیکّزَُی وَ  اـنِتایا وَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اوُـلْتیَ  مْکُْنِم  ـًلاوسُرَ  مْکُیف  انْلسـَرْاَ  اـمکَ   151
نَو - مُلَْعتَ

نِورُفُکْتَ لاوَ  یل  اورُکُشْاوَ  مْکُرْکُذْاَ  ینورُکُذْافَ   152

Even as We have sent among you a Messenger of your own who recites Our . " 151
revelations to you that purifies you and teaches you the Book and the Wisdom, and

." teaches you that which you did not know

Therefore, remember Me, and I will remember you; and be thankful to Me, and . " 152
." be you not ungrateful

Commentary : Verses 151-152

.( Messengership of the Prophet (p.b.u.h

The subject matter of the first verse is the Messengership of the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) which was in answer to the invocation of Abraham (a.s.) who had asked: "

Our Lord, send amongst them an Apostle of their own who shall recite unto them Your

revelations, ...", (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 129). Besides, that the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) also repeatedly said: " I am (the fruit of) the very acceptance of my father's

(invocation, Abraham (a.s.)."(1

Thus, Allah sent a prophet to the people from among themselves who was familiar

with their demands, needs, and wishes. He used to communicate with them through

.their own language, and he lived amongst them

Even as We have sent among you a Messenger of your own who recites Our " 
revelations to you that purifies you and teaches you the Book and the Wisdom, and

." teaches you that which you did not know

****
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Rank of Man Promoted

Through the second verse, Allah has promoted the rank of Man by saying that He and

.we remember each other

, ..." Therefore, remember Me, and I will remember you " 

The level and standard of knowledge and understanding of people is diffirent, so,
Allah tells a group of servants : "...Remember Allah's favour on you...", (Sura `Āl-il-
`Imrān, No. 3, verse 103), while he addresses some others of them thus: "... remember

Me...", as in the current verse. The remembrance of Allah is a prerequisite to being

thankful to Him, hence, it has preceded the term thankfulness. This is an illustration of

the consideration of Allah's honour for Man as a reflection of His Grace unto His

servants. On one end of this scale, there is Man with his ignorance, poverty, mortality,
and feebleness, while on the other end, there is Allah, the All-Knowing, the All-
Sufficient, the Eternal, and the All-Mighty Who wants him to remember Him in order

to show his gratitude for the great blessings of the Qiblah and the Messenger of

Islam, and He promises to remember him, too. This very remembrance is also a

.favour from Allah bestowed upon His servants

No doubt, if a person neglects Allah in life, He, of course, will be heedless towards him,
.too

." and be thankful to Me, and be you not ungrateful "... 

 : Explanation

Descriptions and messages derived from the above verses

Here, your attention is attracted to the following descriptions and messages derived

:from the above verses

The recitation of Divine revelations, the purification of receptive souls, the . 1
instruction of the Book and Wisdom, and teaching of people what they do not know,

.are among the duties of prophets
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That leader is successful who is from amongst the people themselves, because he . 2
.is acquainted with their problems and speaks the same language as theirs

..." a Messenger of your own who recites Our revelation to you "...

Human beings are not able to solve all their scientific problems by themselves. That . 3
is why He did not say in the verse / mālāta`lamūn / `(He teaches you) what you do not

know ', but He said: / mālamtakūnū
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ta`lamūn / `(He teaches you) that which you did not know ' in order to remind us that

if the prophets (a.s.) had not existed, Man could never have found the answers to

many of his problems. For example, he could not have found out what his future (the

next world) will be, or, he could not recognize which path was the true path of felicity

.and salvation

Prophets were not merely the teachers and leaders of ethics and theology, but they . 4
were also the instructors of science. Without their leadership in science, human

.knowledge would have remained undeveloped in all fields

." and teaches you that which you did not know "...

The remembrance of Allah is not only the cause for the Grace of Allah, but with the . 5
remembrance of Allah the hearts will gain peace and rest. Sura Al-Ra`d, No. 19, verse

:28 says

." Certainly! By Allah's remembrance are the hearts at rest "...

Establishing prayer is the best way to remember Allah, as in Sura Tāhā, No. 20, verse . 6
:14, Allah Himself says

..." keep up prayer for My remembrance "...

****
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نَیرِبا - صّلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هِولَّصلا  رِْبَّصلاِب وَ  اوُنیعتَسْا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   153

O' you who have Faith! seek you help (from Allah) through patience and prayer, . " 153
(." verily Allah is with the patient ones (in the time of adversity

Commentary : Verse 153

Point

The phrase / yā'ayyuhalla īna'āmanū / " O' you who have Faith! " addresses all those

who have Faith entirely, foremost of whom Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) and

the rest of the immaculate Imams are distinguished. This idea is expressed in many

Islamic narrations; for instance, it is quoted from Ibn Abbas narrating from the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: " No revelation containing ` O' you who have faith ' was

(sent down except that Ali is at its top and is its chief."(1

Again, it is narrated from `Akramah who narrates from Ibn-Abbas that has said: "

Allah has sent down no verse in the Qur'ān consisting of `O' you who have faith ' but

(Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) is the leader of it and the chief of it ".(2

Of course, the more complete and the higher the degree of Faith is, the content of the

verse about it is more clear and more apparent. (This phrase has also been discussed

more comprehensively when commenting on Sura No, 2 verse 104 on pages 250 and

.( 251 in the current volume

The phrase / wasta`īnū / " seek you help from Allah " is a guiding imperative phrase

because at every moment and in all affairs a mortal is in need of Allah's help, whether

it is something which is inside his free will, because he is not an absolutely

independent subject, though he is created free in will; or it is something which is

outside of his will. Man is in complete need of Him (s.w.t.) and he should constantly

invocate for
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Al-Burhan fi Tafsir-il-Quran, vol. 1, p. 167 2 - 2
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.everything and seek help from the Lord

A person most naturally and reasonably can be qualified for the special blessings from

God. If this verse is to be taken as referring to the conquest of Mecca, even then it

holds good, if it means to say that the people must prove their worthiness or value to

the Truth in Islam by bearing the hardest trials with constant prayers to the Lord; for

prayer suggests the praying individual's acknowledgment of God's Omnipotence and

the individual's confidence in God being the All-Merciful one, as the only One who can

.grant the prayers of the sincere supplicants

Aid of Allah Requires Eligibility

Point

Real Faith can never be mere empty words. It must express or manifest itself through

patience or endurance in all that befalls the individual to show his faithfulness to God,
.and the help from God must be sought through prayers or supplications to the Lord

:The aid of Allah requires eligibility. This eligibility is confirmed by two things

Patience

The first is having patience in worldly hardships and perseverance in bearing its bitter

circumstances. And also having patience in tolerating the hardship of performing

Divine services, and obtaining knowledge and good ethics, patience in withholding

one's self from lusts and the fleeting pleasure of committing sins and yeilding to low

desires, is necessary. This bitterness of hardship, which is short in time, finally results

in a sweet fruit which lasts a long time. Concerning the epithets of the true believers,
Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) has said: " The short period of patience resulted in a long

(period of tranquility for them."(1

 '. The term / sạbr / ` patience ', in this verse, is rendered into ` fasting ' and `holy war

The second thing is ` prayer ' which is the highest means of turning towards and
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approaching Allah by which we may seek help and aid from that Origin of favour and

.Grace

Some commentators have rendered the term / sạlāt / into ` supplication ' whose

.explanation demands a separate chapter

Some others, based on some Islamic traditions, have interpreted it into the `

obligatory prayers ' and ` supererogatory prayers' . For

p:346
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example: it is cited in Tafsīr `Ayyashī narrated from Fudayl from Imam Bāqir (a.s.)
who said: " O' Fudayl, convey our salam (regards) to our followers whom you visit and

tell them I say that I avail you aught (in keeping you far) from the punishment of Allah

save by piety. Then, they must control their tongues and be careful of their hands.
They should be attentive to patience and prayer. Verily Allah is with the patient

(ones."(1

The first part of the verse has also occurred in verse 45, the explanation of which can

.be referred to on pages 169 and 170

The objective meaning of the phrase " Allah is with the patient ones" is that His help,
assistance, guidance, success, favours, the protection from pests, the perfection of

.intentions, as well as His other blessings are showered upon the patient by Him

Above all of the aforementioned bounties, there is the reward of Allah granted to the

patient believers in the Hereafter about whom He says: " Those who patiently

persevere will truly receive a reward without measure! ", (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39,
(. verse 13

****
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نَورُعُشْتَ نْکِ لا  ءٌا وَ ل- - یحْاَ لَْب  تٌاوْماَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  لُتَْقُی  نْمَِل  اوُلوقُتَ  154 وَ لا 

:And do not say of those who are slain in Allah's way . " 154

." They are dead.' Nay (they are) alive, but you perceive (it) not ` 

Commentary : Verse 154

The Qur'ānic phrase ` of those who are slain in Allah's way ' refers to those who are

slain (i.e. martyred) in the battles led by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or Imams (a.s.) or one of

their specific deputies, as well as anyone who is martyred on the path of Islam and

propagation of the religion of Allah. The content of the verse is inclusive of not only all

who are slain in the path of Allah such as: the immaculate Imams (a.s.) their ministers,
Muslim scholars and believers, although the occasion of revelation of the verse is

reported that it was revealed about the Muslims who were martyred in the battle of

.Badr, but also any one other than them

:And do not say of those who are slain in Allah's way " 

.'..." They are dead ` 

The phenomenon of martyrdom is more clearly described in Sura 'Āli-`Imrān, No. 3,
verses 169,170 which gives further information about the truth that those who

surrender or sacrifice their lives in the way of Allah (i.e. the martyrs) are alive

.receiving their sustenance from their Lord

And reckon not those who are killed in Allah's way as dead; nay they are alive (and) " 
are provided sustenance from their Lord;" " Rejoicing in what Allah has given them

, ..." out of His grace

The term /šahīd/ ` martyred ' used in many occurrences in the Qur'ān refers to this

.blissful state of realization

Therefore, this stage of life, i.e. the life immediately after death, i.e. the purgatory life,
is not allocated to martyrs alone, though the verse is about them, but it envelops all

people, because stating something does
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.not mean that the unstated, but applicable, instances are not involved

For example, when we say ` this man is just ', it does not mean that justice belongs to

him exclusively and there is not any other just person; while there may be thousands

.of people who are just

Purgatorial life for all

Thus, this verse, here, confirms the purgatorial life for the martyrs. This life, the

intermediate state, according to many verses of the Qur'ān and abundant Islamic

traditions, exists for all believers and nonbelievers both, with a distinction. The soul of

a believer, after departuring from its physical body, will settle in a body similar to this

one and will be sustained in that world until when the Hereafter comes forth; while

the soul of a nonbeliever, during the time when passing this course, will be in torment,
as the Qur'ān says: " (In falsehood will they be) until when death comes to one of

them, he says: ` O' my Lord! send me back (to life), " " In order that I may work

righteousness in the things I neglected. ' By no means! It is but a word he says, Before

them is a partition till the Day they are raised up." (Sura Al-Mu'min, No. 23, verses 99
(. and 100

Martyrdom

It is narrated from Yūnus-ibn-Thibyān who said he was sitting with Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.)
when he was explaining about the believers' souls and he (a.s.) said: " O' Yūnus! when

Allah gets the soul of a believer taken, He puts his soul in a setting like his body that

was in this world. So, they eat and drink and when a comer enters he recognizes them

(in the same form as they were in the world."(1

Also, Abū-Basị̄r narrates from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who, about the believers' souls, said:
" (They will be) in Heaven with the same features as their (worldly) bodies were so

(that if you see him (one of them) you will surely recognize him and say who he is."(2

:Then the Qur'ān continues saying

, ..." Nay, (they are) alive "...
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Sorts of life

Life is divided into four sorts: the plant-life, the animal-life, the human-life, and the

.Faith-life

Plant-life is the power of growth which is common among plants and animals including

human beings. The death of this particular life is

p:349
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Ibid - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 738 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.when that power stops

Animal-life is the power by which feeling and conscious movement come to being.
.Human beings and animals have this life in common. It dies when this power ceases

Human-life is the faculty of general reasoning and perceiving by which Man is

distinguished from animal. This phenomenon emerges because of that abstract and

.rational soul which administrates this body

Its death causes the interruption of this administration and breaking off its connection

with the body but there is no destruction for it and it remains to return to the body

again when the Resurrection occurs. So, this purgatorial state exists not only for

.martyrs or Muslims, but for the soul of every conscious being

Faith-life is the peace of mind, assurance of self, and clearness of heart all of which

come into existence for a believer through Faith and knowing Allah. It is in this state

that he can live in rest and tranquility with joy and pleasure because the toils,
hardships, and miseries of this world would not create any awe, worry, anxiety or

.instability for him

This very condition originates from his relianace and belief in Providence, Who gives

.only goodness

:This life is the same as the ` good life ', about which the Lord says

Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We " 
give a new life, a life that is good and pure, and We will bestow on such their reward

according to the best of their actions." (Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 97). And, the Qur'ān

also says: " O' you who have Faith! give your response to Allah and His Apostle, when

(. He calleth you to that which will give you life; ..." (Sura Al-Anfāl, No. 8, verse 24

It is said that the utterances in a language indicate meanings so that letter and spirit

correspond with each other. For example, the term `light or lamp ' is applied to any

means which is used in darkness to get brightness from. Then, whatever has this

function, the application of that term for it is correct, although the substance is
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.different from the point of material, form and other qualities

Life is a general sense which is recognized by the appearance of the effects which are

expected from it. In this sense, the term ` life ' is used for the Essence of Allah, too.
The example of this idea is recited
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in Sura 'Āl-i-`Imran, No. 3, verse 2 which says: " Allah! there is no god but He, the

Living, the Self-Subsisting, Eternal." That is, the Essence from Whom the effects of

.knowledge and power are clear and manifest

Allah, the living

That is why some sholars said that Allah's life is His very Knowledge and Power. Of

course, the Essence of the Knower and the Mighty is alive. Therefore, wherever the

effects of this meaning exist, the application of this utterance is correct, but it is not

necessary that its kind and its characteristics and properties, which are appropriate to

those particular situations, be the same everywhere and in all circumstances. Hence,
the life in Purgatory, from the point of quality for martyrs and other people, is of the

quality of the same world. It is for this reason that the people of this world with their

senses, the quality of the nature of which is of the quality of this world, can not

.perceive that which is of the quality of the nature of that world

." but you perceive (it) not "...

By the way, this verse clears the doubt of materialist and pagans who believe that

with death, man's life becomes extinct, i.e. there is no life after death. Here, the

Qur'ān warns all, Muslim or non-Muslim, that

.MAN'S LIFE DOES NOT PERISH AFTER DEATH, BUT IT DOES REMAIN

So, with this in mind, we realize that there is nothing more valuable or worthwhile

than the time spent striving for the perfection of such a life. May Allah help us all to

follow His Ordinances that He so graciously made available to us by way of the Qur'ān

.in order that we might experience success in this life and in the Hereafter

****
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A

Aaron

brother of Moses - 187

(Abbreviated Letters (of the Qur'ān

considered mysterious - 72

great and important - 73

letters of oath - 72

more than 100 traditions about - 73

relation between them and origin of Qur'ān - 71

.( Abraham, Prophet (a.s

bequest to his sons - 307

called on no god but Allah - 58

from Adam's seed - 145

gift of Imāmate - 286

hero of Monotheism - 285

passed great tests - 286,287,307

prototype of a complete human being - 295,305

sincere and true prophet - 286,295,306

theistic path of - 58

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 748 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


two requests to Allah on behalf of the inhabitants of the Holy Land - 300

Abū-Hanīfah - 293

Accusations

and rumors, spreading forbidden - 68,69

Action

Allah, powerful and firm in - 41

become divine - 82

divided into three kinds - 76

essence of - 39

good - 42,125,200

initiate with Name of Allah - 38,43

of Allah, based on Mercy - 43

of recitation, not only with tongue - 37

of this world, not disregarded - 51,87
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recitation of Qur'ān a premise for - 69

stability and permanence of - 38

.( Adam (a.s

creation of - 143

created to live on Earth - 152

given capacity to learn languages, write, etc - 147

learns about free will, repentance, and gains experience in the Garden - 153

life in the Garden - 143

removed from the Garden - 143

reveals secrets of creation - 148

similarity between his story and that of the Israelites - 160

Admonishments

Allah gives - 33

Adultery

and fornication, punishment for - 69

Ahlul-Bait

attachment to - 175,177

strongly reproach and condemn hypocrites - 101

What Allah has commanded to be joined ' - 133 ` 
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 ' Ālamīn ` '

meaning of - 46

.( Ali, Imam (a.s

invited people to the theistic religion of Allah - 60

mastership of, after death of Prophet Mohammad - 164,292,293

never worshipped idols - 292

spoke all night about the initial letter of ` Bismillāh ' - 34

true vicegerent - 34

Allah

belief in - 49

eternal - 37,79

existence of - 136

God of Muslims - 42

helps even in most grievous moments - 182

Lord of Power - 39,41,53,110,129
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Lordship of - 56,109

Mastership (Sovereignty) and Ownership (Domination) of -49,51,110,129,135,253,267

Most Inclusive Name of God - 41

Omnipresent - 267

Omniscient and Omnipotent - 79

Original Being, Bountiful Creator - 57,81,109,226

Supreme Guide - 61

We need His help even in our own worship - 54

,Allamah Tabatabaie

the Late - about Adam - 154

Almizan

the story of Adam - 153

Angels

aid believers - 288

commanded to prostrate before Adam - 143

How did they know man would make mischief ? - 143

informed of Man's vicegerency - 143

raised rock from Mt. Tūr over Israelites heads - 204

revealed Allah's ordinances to prophets - 241
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trial of - 146

Arc of Descent - 141

 ' Ar-Rahṃan ' and ` Ar-Rahị̄m ` 

infinite and finite forms of Mercy - 42

meaning of - 42

repeated at least 30 times each day in daily prayers - 48

Asbāb-un-Nuzūl - 215'

Atmosphere - 112,115

Attributes

Allah, name which refers to all His Attributes - 41

each of Allah's Names refers to a particular aspect of His - 41

of Mercy - 43

Āzar - 309
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INDEX

B

Badr, Battle of - 99,348

Baptism

custom that was among some Christians - 318

of Allah - 318

Barzakh

see Purgatory

Believers

contrast with deniers - 79,108

destiny of - 123

follow the pure Monotheistic creed - 312

given aid from angels - 288

in Heavenly Religions - 79

recipients of General Mercy - 42

true, Prophet Mohammad expressed eagerness for seeing - 81

rely on Allah - 43

understand parables - 130,132

Book, People of the - 99,161,330,334

envy of some - 256
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grudge of some - 251

knew that Prophet Mohammad would pray towards two Qiblahs - 339

meaning of - 202

should accept the Qur'ān - 165

Bounty

accompanied with responsibility - 283

Allah created by His Choice and Will - 45

bestowed on the Israelites - 178,179

Divine, enjoyed by everyone - 42

endless - 44

four groups on whom are bestowed - 62

from Allah's Origin - 56, 85

greatest - 110
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INDEX

many kinds of - 61

of creation - 111

of guidance, - 56

ceases because of wickedness - 56

of heaven - 111

of life - 44

of this world, temporary - 125

sharing - 85

Sura Fātihah, a great - 34

we praise Allah for - 47

C

Charity

see Donation

Christ

see Jesus

Christians

and the trinity - 64, 313

belief, in ransom - 275, 284

that Allah has chosen a child for Himself - 270
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despute with Jews - 312

misguided of - 64

should follow the creed of Islam - 313

some believed Heaven to be exclusively theirs - 200, 258

those that embraced Islam commemorated by Allah - 279

Commerce - 67

Community

person must consider himself amongst - 54

Confidence

through reliance - 39

Connection

Spiritual, with Allah - 37,59

things that disrupt - 57
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with divine leaders - 133

Coptic

people - 178

(Cover (Hijāb

modest dress - 68

Creation

bounty of - 111

of all humans, the greatest bounty - 110

reflection on, to gain knowledge of Allah - 135

regularity of - 96

secret of, in Abbreviated Letters of Qur'ān - 72

study secrets of - 44

D

Dar Qutnī

a Muslim researcher - 40

David, Prophet - 228

Day

of Judgment - 49, 50, 51, 175, 201

forgetfulness of - 88
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of Reckoning - everyone recompensed for his own religion - 51

no one has anything of his / her own on that Day - 50

results of no belief in - 50

of Resurrection - see Resurrection

Death

Bestower of - 137

does not mean end - 79,138

life after - 50,66

opening to a broader and greater world - 80,81

Debt - 67

Deeds

see Actions
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INDEX

Defeat

far from - 39

secret of - 277

Deviation

free from - 38

of thought - 64

revealed both outwardly and inwardly - 96

Difficulties

challenging with courage - 39

how to overcome - 169

 ' Dīn ` 

meaning of - 51

Disbelievers

see Unbelievers

Disobedience

repent of - 48

Donation

a general regularity in creation - 84

alms) essential pillar of Faith - 166)
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for the sake of Allah - 67, 162, 204, 224

meaning of - 84

of divine merits - 78

secret of cohesiveness among members of society - 257

strengthens body and spirit - 257

E

Earth

a bounty - 111

Essence

Allah's Pure and Perfect - 38,52,53,55,129,135,137,138

of our actions - 39

of the meaning of Qur'ān, Sura 1 - 34

Unity of - 34
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INDEX

Evangel

characteristics of Prophet Mohammad contained in - 334

Jews did not accept - 233, 312

Evildoers

deprived of Specific Mercy - 42

recepients of General Mercy - 42

Ezra - 66

F

Faith

acceptance of - 41

and fasting - 67, 169

and good deeds, criterion for true felicity - 259

basic need for - 135

complete - 81

influences man's soul - 135

in Islam - 78

in life after death - 50,79,86

in Unseen - 78,80

lamp of - 125
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manifested in our actions through prayer - 82

path of - 56

pillar of - 82

prayer a manifestation of - 82

serves as guidance - 135

stage of - 55

those in lack of - 75

true, accepted by Islam - 200

theistic path of Abraham - 58

Fatlus-ur-Rūmī - 262

Forgiveness

Allah's - 41

weapon of - 257
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INDEX

G

,Gabriel

Angel - 240

Garden

Adam temporarily placed there - 152

Good-doers

encouragement to - 336

path of - 62

recipients of General and Specific Mercy - 42

(Gospel - 33 (also see Evangil

Guidance

Absolute - 280

Allah's Pure - 279,280

bounty of - 56

consequence of rejection of - 131, 172

constant, new - 57

Divine - 60,89,288,323,326

meaning of - 75

faith serves as - 135
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grant and fundamental principle - 33

guaranteed for pious by Allah - 89

intellect called - 61

Natural - 89

of human race - 86

Qur'ān, a source of - 74

receiving - 57

Religious - 61, 89

meaning - 76

We are not familiar with method of - 62

why must we always ask Allah for - 56

Guide

Allah's word - 33,50

bring Allah to mind - 44

Prophets, Imams, and Scholars - 61
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INDEX

Supreme, Allah is - 61

H

Ḥanīf

meaning of - 315

Heaven

bounties of - 125,128

criterion for entering - 258

first - 140

fruits of - 124

gardens of - 123

good-doer in - 45

not exclusive to particular tribe or race - 259

one of doors of, entitled `Bāb-ul Ḥittah - 195

purified spouses of - 124,126

Hell

inhabitants of the Fire of - 220

Hereafter

Allah's Ownership further manifested in - 50

and meeting with Allah - 171
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belief in, meaning of - 87

effect of - 88

consequences of no belief in - 50

esoteric intuition in - 171

everything perfectly manifest - 261

foundation of ethical and social improvement - 49

paying of rewards and inflicting of punishment - 51,336

Ḥijāb

see Cover

Holy

Allah's Name - 33,37

Five - 159

War - 67,257
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INDEX

Human Beings

see Man

Hypocrisy

a disease - 76

always existed - 78

and ` those inflicted with His Wrath ' - 63

destroys worship - 53

Divine religions are no cause of - 86

duplicity that governs self - 96

meaning of - 95

roots of - 98

Hypocrites

afraid of their secrets being manifested - 106

characteristics of - 100

enemies of Islam - 78,98,106

found in any society at any time - 100

history of - 95

investment of, is his lies - 96

one complete Sura revealed about them - 101
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one of three categories of people - 78

simulate affection for Islam - 78

sometimes attain sensitive posts - 99

specialities of - 96

status of - 105

strongly reproached and condemned by Ahlul-Bait - 101

usually difficult to recognize - 95

I

(Iblis (Satan

a Jinn - 151

deceit of - 154

his pride and why he disobeyed - 150
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INDEX

Idolatry

meaning of - 114

Intentions - 39

Imāmate

appointed by Allah - 293

bestowed upon Abrahm - 287,289

meaning of - 287,288,290

qualifications of - 287,288,291,294

Intercession

accepted by Allah's leave - 284

in Hereafter - 176,284

meaning of - 174

natural and logical - 175

verses referring to - 176,177

Invitation

of Prophet of Islam - 97

of all prophets, belief in - 78

no difference in basis of - 86

to theistic religion - 60,109
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Invocations

see prayer

 ' Ism ` 

meaning of - 41

Ismail, Hadrat - 297,303,309

Islam

acceptance of Faith in - 41

demands adherents to believe equally in all Divine Prophets and Divine

Books - 315

Doctrine of - 60

encourages scientific and logical questions but forbids futile questions - 255

envelops all monotheistic religions - 59

expected that Jews would accept - 215

followers of, free from tribal or racial adherences - 163

individualism and solitariness not accepted in - 54
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INDEX

last religion in the world - 314

plan to subvert, by unbelievers in Medina - 99

proclamation of - 39

religion of, meaning - 167

vast meaning of - 59

responses to invitation of - 64,161

stands for peace on earth - 134

unbelievers act hostilely against - 78

Israel

Children of - 160

big rock from Mt. Tūr raised above their heads - 204

exceed the Sabbath - 206

made to excel the nations of their time - 172,283

meaning of - 164

one of the titles of Jacob - 164

tribes of - 315

Israelites

calf worship - 162,187

covenant of - 162
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cow and murdered man - 210

deliverance from transgressors - 178,181,182

demand, to see Allah - 189

variety of food - 199

given ` manna ' and ` quail ' - 193

present condition of - 199

refusal to enter Jerusalem - 192

saw thunderbolt and 70 died - 190

sons slaughtered and daughters taken as servants - 178

wandered in Sinai Desert for 40 years - 192

J

Jacob,Hadrat - 307,308,309,315
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INDEX

Jaushan Kabir ' Supplication - 43 ` 

Jawāhir,the Late Sāhib

comments about prayer - 82

Jawāhir-ul-Kalam' - 82 ` 

Jerusalem - 67,262,321,327

.( Jesus, Prophet (a.s

birthplace of - 325

from seed of Adam - 145

given clear signs - 228

miracles of - 121

prophethood of - 260

reinstituted the pure doctrine of Abraham (Monotheism) - 312

Jews

accused Solomon of sorcery - 245

and belief that Allah has chosen a child for Himself - 270

attempted to change Muslim Qiblah back to Jerusalem - 263

awaited the advent of Islam - 161,230

challenged to long for death - 238

claim to being preferred race - 219
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commanded by Allah to accept Qur'ān - 265

expected the Prophet of Islam to be from among their people - 231,251,391

hostility towards Islam - 161,163

misguided of - 64

racial bigotries of - 233

scholars of, admonished others but neglected their own souls - 168

should follow the creed of Islam - 313

some believed, Heaven to be exclusively theirs - 200,219,238,258,319

their sinners would tolerate the punishment of Fire very briefly - 219,238

some used to sell verses of Turah to be perverted - 166,217,218

some went after false gods - 313

those that embraced Islam commemorated by Allah- 279,333

threatened with disgrace in this life and punishment in the Hereafter - 224

wish for long life - 239
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INDEX

Jinn

Iblis, of the - 151

John, Hadrat - 228

Jonah, Hadrat

repentance of - 159

Joshua, Hadrat - 228

Judgement

see Day

Justice

and right, the Revolution of Islam based on - 98

Divine, throughout the world - 337

K

Ka`bah

built by Abraham and Ismail - 296,340

center point of godly movements and revolutions - 341

established at the time of Adam - 303

fell during Flood at the time of Noah - 303

House of Allah - 299

House of Monotheism - 297
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Muslims' direction of prayer - 252,266,277,285,321,331,340

place of rest and tranquility - 297,298,300,338,341

sanctification of - 297

symbol of Monotheism - 340

turning toward, a sign of being mindful of the Lord - 340

Khisạ̄l ' - 38 ` 

Kindred

breaking ties with forbidden - 133

treat kindly - 162,204,224

Knowledge

Absolute - 280

of Allah, belief in - 52

Qur'ān is comprised of - 34
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 ' Kufr ` 

meaning of - 92

L

Life

advent of - 137

Bestower of - 137

restoration of - 191

riddle of - 136

Light

given to the sun by Allah - 53

His, everything should be enveloped in - 37

of piety - 76

of truth, people who try to blow it out - 75

M

Macrocosm and microcosm - 47

Magic

see Sorcery

Mahdi, Imam

assembly of his adherents - 336,337
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unseen - 81

Majma'-ul-Bayān - 67,262

Man

can speak directly to Allah - 82

cease to receive bounty if involved in wickedness - 56

combination of hope and fear, ... - 276

created from soil - 144

enjoy bounties of life - 42

essential aim of guiding - 39

ethical and social improvements in - 49

formerly inanimate - 136
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INDEX

guided to salvation by ` Guides ' - 61

innate disposition of thankfulness - 44

in need of Allah's Help - 54,345

leader and vicegerent - 143

liable to deviate - 56

magnificence and nobility of - 150

main purpose of creation - 47,139,143,144

not created uselessly or purposelessly - 87

of action and religion - 325

rank of, promoted by Allah - 343

sample of the whole world - 47

set apart from other things and joins with Allah - 53

soul of, elevated - 53

taught to acquire attribute of mercy - 48

through recognition of self is able to recognize Allah - 109

who is dominated by prejudice denies even facts of history - 320

will attend Great Court for Reckoning - 49

(also see Resurrection and Hereafter)

with no belief in Hereafter, consequences of - 50
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world of - 46

worthiness of existence - 139

worthy of being guided before he reaches state of his heart being sealed with

sin - 91

Marriage

and divorce - 67

hasten to - 68

Martyrdom

beginning of everlasting life - 88

gift of - 63

Meat

banning of certain - 67

Mecca

center for settling conflict and solving problems - 298

pilgrimage to - 67
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INDEX

Mediator

we can speak to Allah without - 33,82

Medina

first Islamic government formed there - 99,250

Sura 2 revealed in - 161

Mercy

Allah's acts are based on - 43

Allah's, ` All Encompassing ' - 43

attracts His servants to Him - 48

endless - 129

shown to all creatures - 48

Divine, sin gets us away from - 188

General - 42,52,301

no creature deprived of - 43

of Allah - 87

Specific - 42,52,301

we must seek - 43

Messengership

meaning of - 290
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Michael

angel - 240

Miracles

of Moses - 182,183,184,196,207

of Prophet Mohammad - 121

of prophets - 120

of Qur'ān - 118

Mischief

one of the most abhored crimes in Islam - 134

Monotheism

Abraham, the hero of - 285

all religions of, enveloped in Islam - 59

concept of - 139

creed of - 58

deep belief in - 52
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INDEX

House of - 297

in Islam - 42

in speculation - 54

invitation to - 60

never tainted with polytheism - 312

path of - 86

path of Abraham - 58

Prophet Mohammad and Hadrat Ali invited people to - 60

purpose of - 234

Qur'ān invites everyone to - 109

reinstituted by Moses and Jesus - 313

the worship of Allah - 64

.( Moses, Prophet (a.s

from Adam's seed - 145

invited Pharoah to Faith - 181

miracle of, parting sea - 182,183,184

striking rock and twelve springs gushed forth - 196

miracles of - 207

on Mt. Sinai - 162,187
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reinstituted the pure doctrine of Abraham - 312

Turah received by - 187,204

Mosque

those who strive to ruin - 264

Motive

of offering thanksgiving - 44

 ', Mufradāt ` 

by Rāqib - about Sạbians - 201

.( Muhammad, Prophet (p.b.u.h

authenticity of - 117,241,274,329

everlasting miracle of - 121

from Adam's seed - 145

interpreter and elucidator of science - 34

invitation of - 60,97

resorted to fasting and prayer during difficulty - 170
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INDEX

responsibility of - 274,278

Muslims

and monotheists should stand firm against transgressors - 264

enemies of - 64

God of - 42

should avoid giving enemies pretext - 249

some thought Heaven to be exclusively theirs - 200

witnesses - 325

worship Allah - 42

N

Name

of Allah, everything and every action should begin with - 37,38

in proclaiming Islam - 39

reciting - 39

refers to all His Attributes of Glory and Beauty - 41

why things are given - 41

 : Narrations of

Prophet Mohammad

acceptance of Abraham's invocation - 342
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Ahlul-Bait - 60

Al-Bāqarah - 67,68

asking Allah for safety - 55

I am the city of knowledge...' - 272 ` 

O' you who have faith ' - 250,345 ` 

piety - 76

reciting Sura 1 - 35

Straight Path - 59

Sura Al-Fātihah - 33

its virtue - 35

Imam Ali

ālamīn / - 46 / `

Abbreviated Letters of Qur'ān - 72

Allah's word is Action - 272
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INDEX

bismillāh / - 38,40 / 

characteristics of the humble - 171

deeds of a pious person - 77

manifestation of Allah - 269

patience - 346

secrets of Allah - 34

seeing Allah - 171

sermons of - hypocrites - 101

importance of creation of living creatures - 130

the Sacred House - 303

subjugation - 179

Sura Al-Fātihạh - 34

why worship Allah ? - 53

Imam Ali-ibn-il-Ḥusayn

Abbreviated Letters of Qur'ān - 72

from Prophet Mohammad about Sura 2 - 67

rain - 113

the Earth - 111

Imam Ali-ibn-Mūsa-r-Ridā
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Imām Mahdi - 337

importance of / bismillāh / - 38

the alphabet - 73

the angels prostrate before Adam - 152

Imam Bāqir

bismillāh / - 38 / 

Imam Mahdi - 336

meaning of Sura 2: 65 - 206

patience and prayer - 346

Abu-Buraydah Al-Aslami

the Straight Path - 60

Ibn-Abbas

Abbreviated Letters of Qur'ān - 72

bismillāh / - 38 / 

 : Occasion of Revelation of
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INDEX

Sura 2: 25 - 125

Sura 2: 99 - 241

Sura 2: 104,105 - 248

Sura 2: 108 - 254

Sura 2: 113 - 260

Sura 2: 114 - 262

Sura 2: 115 - 266

Sura 2: 120,121 - 277

Sura 2: 135,136 - 311

O' you who have faith ' - 345 ` 

Jābir

direction of prayer - 266

Imām Sạ̄diq

Abbreviated Letters of Qur'ān - 72

alamīn / - 46 / 

Baptism of Allah ' - 318 ` 

bismillāh / - 38,40 / 

Imāmate - 292

intercession - 77
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mercy - 42

patience and prayer - 170

Suras Al-Baqarah and `Āl-i-Imrān-68

Virtue of verse 2 of Al-Fātihạh-45

Sa`īd-ibn-`Āmir

women of Heaven - 127

Noah, Prophet - 39,145

O

Obedience

after confessing - 55

consequence of stepping out of circle of - 134

deserves Specific Mercy - 42

path of - 160
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INDEX

in Allah - 109

Oppression

nonexistent in Hereafter - 87

Oppressors

and tyrants, no place for surrender to - 82

Ordinances

of Allah - 214

Orphans

and needy, treat kindly - 162,204,224

P

Pagans

see Unbelievers

Parables

Faith and good deeds as root of plant and fruit - 126

hypocrisy similar to heart disease - 100

hypocrite similar to person who kindles a fire by night - 104

scene of hypocrite's life illustrated - 105

the gnat - 129

Paradise
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see Heaven

Parents

treat kindly - 162,204,224

Path

everyone chooses - 96

of Ahlul-Bait - 60,61

of Allah - 65,174

of development - 76,138

of felicity and salvation - 108

of obedience - 166

of prophets, good doers, ... - 62

of righteousness, Justice, ... - 56,284

Right, those who reject - 61
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INDEX

Straight, consequence of adhering to - 60

key to reaching - 58

theistic, of Abraham - 58

Patience

meaning of - 169

Peace

on Earth - 226

Pharoah

dream of - 180

drowning of - 162,182,184

Egyptian monarch - 181

slaughtered men and sons of his enemies and enslaved their females - 179

Piety

fruit of worshipping - 110

light of - 76

meaning of - 76

real - 77

stages of - 76

Pious ones
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believe in Divine Revelation - 86

characteristics of - 78,90

guidance, particular to - 76

only people benefited by 89

Practical

and moral aspects of ` religion of truth ' - 58,59

Prayer

and patience, eligibility for Allah's aid confirmed by - 346

at least five times a day - 82

congregational - 54

connects man to Everlasting Power - 170

essential, for control of sin - 50

pillar of faith - 166

establishment of - 78,344

faith manifested in action because of - 82
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INDEX

key to communion with Allah - 81,346

pillar of Faith - 82

ritual - 54,162,204,224,257

social aspect of - 54

specialty of pious ones - 81

strengthens body and spirit - 257

supererogatory - 266

teaches man piety - 110

words of Late Sāhịb Jawāhir regarding - 82

Prejudice

forbidden - 313,314,318

Pride

effect of - 151

Prophethood

meaning of - 290

purpose of - 120

Prophets

aim of - 313

and their miracles - 120

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 796 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


duties of - 343

heedless to opposition of materialists - 229

inerrancy of - 279

neither Jewish nor Christian (those before Moses) - 319

no distinction should be made between - 312,313,314

rightfulness of - 274

Psalms - 34

Ptolemaic theory - 112

Punishment

Divine, awaits those who unjustly change the Word of Allah - 195

for adultery and fornication - 69

inflicting, fulfilled in Hereafter - 51

in the coming world - 92

of Allah, not for revenge - 174

received by slaves of tyrant owners - 48
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INDEX

the total source of - 88

Q

Qayb (the Invisible) - 69,79

Qiblah

change of - 67,252,266,277,321,322,326,328,334,335,341

fulfilment of prophecy - 339

Muslims', a middle one - 324

a symbol of Monotheism - 340

philosophy of - 268

special obligatory ordinances on observing while performing certain ritual

actions - 340

unites Muslims - 341

Queen of Sheba - 39

Qur'ān

absolute revelation - 73

Allah's Word - 33

a miracle - 118,121

apparent and hidden meanings of - 337

a source of guidance - 74
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attests to authenticity of, itself - 74

all Heavenly Books - 240

authenticity of - 117

course used to educate man - 136

essence of whole meaning of - 34

freshness of - 74

importance of - 34

inimitability and significance of - 66

invites everyone to Islam - 109

Jews did not accept - 233

longest Sura in - 66

no change since revealed - 40

noneffective for unbelievers - 90
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INDEX

not produced by mind of man - 73

other names of - 119

readers of - 281

recitation of - 68,69

rejectors of, threatened - 123

rejects vain considerations of the Jews - 173

revealed in increments - 66

scientific facts - 122

the basis of - 33

will remain forever - 119

R

 ' Rabb ` 

meaning of - 45

Radiance

of Sura Al-Fātihạh - 33

Recitation

deserves rewards, ... - 69

for understanding - 68

importance of - 35,55
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of Name of Allah - 39

Reckoning

Great Court for, all deeds and thoughts present - 49

Relationship

with Allah - 38

with people - 84,133

Reliance

upon the Power of Allah - 39,53,54,56,77,182

Religion

Divine - Christians' misperception of - 64

means of relation and sincere communication among nations - 86

no cause of dispersion - 86

everyone recompensed for his own - 51
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INDEX

he who denies - 92

of truth - 58

very true - 59

Repentance

Adam learned about - 153,156

Allah Merciful towards - 48

meaning of - 157

way of, not completely closed to sinners - 174

Resurrection

and Hereafter - 49

and life after death - 66

belief in - 52,78,79,86

Day of - 52

deniers of - 79

evidence of - 210

faith in - 49,50

not accepted by disbelievers - 51

paying rewards and inflicting punishment - 51

understanding possibility of - 336
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Revelation

Absolute - 73

deniers of - 79

Reward

given for citing Qur'ān - 68,69

in Hereafter - 51

Righteousness

fruit of worshipping - 110

S

Sabians

meaning of - 201

Salawāt

reason for sending - 57
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INDEX

Salvation

adhering to ` Straight Path ' leads to - 60

eternal, for good doers - 92

Guides lead the human race to - 61

means of - 226

path towards - 89,108,280

Sanctification

meaning - 145

Satan

see Iblis

Science

and knowledge comprised in / bismillāh / - 34

and the Seven Firmaments - 140

depends on letters of alphabet - 72,73

Islam encourages scientific and logical questions - 255

modern - 147

natural - 80

prophets, instructors of - 344

with progress of, facts of Qur'ān become more manifest - 74
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Scripture

prophecies in - 163

some verses sold and perverted - 166

Seed

of guidance - 75

Servants

of Allah - 33

plea and ask needs from Allah - 52

taught by Allah how to supplicate and speak to Him - 33

Seven Firmaments - 140

Shaykh Sạdūq - 38,46,152

Shaykh Tūsī - 131

Shirk

meaning of - 151
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INDEX

Sin

done against self - 188

earning - 220

has reverse ratio with Faith - 88

prayer and belief in Judgement Day controls man against - 50

restrain from - 76

seals heart - 91

when in excess - 96

Slavery

history of - 48

of females, past and present - 179

Social

circumstances, Qur'ān revealed in increments according to - 66

laws, dependent on alphabet - 73

Solomon, Prophet (a.s.) - 39,228,245

Sorcery

at time of Solomon - 245

Jews accused Solomon of - 245

Soul

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 806 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


development of by acquiring knowledge, ... - 61

Faith influences - 125,126

hold piety in - 75

man's - 109

of absolute submission - 326

of man, elevated by complete belief in Allah - 53

recite Qur'ān and observe from depth of - 69

Spirit

dissimilarity of, in hypocrisy - 96

of man - 79

Success

ask Allah for - 55

guaranteed by Allah for the pious - 89

prosperity with - 39

secret to - 39,226
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INDEX

in work - 38

Supplication - 65,66,174

Sustenance

given to all creatures by Allah - 41,42

T

Tạbarsī, the Late - 67,164,204,262

Tauba

see Repentance

Temptation

can not interfere with belief in Qur'ān - 74

resist - 69

Theistic

see Monotheism

 : Traditions of

Prophet Mohammad

bismillah / - 38 / 

bounty - 65

deeds divided in three types - 76

hypocrites - 107
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Imāmate - 292

intercession - 176

Mercy - 43,177

People of the Book ' - 202 ` 

revealed Book - 202

Sura 1 - 34

Thaqalayn - 60

virtue of Sura 1, verse 2 - 45

women of heaven - 127

Imām Ali

intercession - 176

meaning of ` Guide us (O' Lord) on the Straight Path ' - 58

meaning of Imam - 269
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INDEX

who is astray - 65

Imām Bāqir

Adam's words of repentance - 158

consequences of sin - 91

Imām Ridā

Israelites' Cow - 211

Imām Sạ̄diq

Abraham and Imāmate - 289

Day of Judgement - 51

donation - 85

fruits, Sura 2:126 - 301

hypocrites - 101,107

meaning of ` Guide us (O' Lord) on the Straight Path ' - 58,60

names taught to Adam by Allah - 147

Occasion of Revelation : Sura 2:114 - 262

parable of gnat - 130

phrase ` I shall fulfil your covenant ' - 163

recitation of Qur'ān - 281

sky - 113
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Salmān Fārsī

Jathlīq - Presence of Allah - 269

Training

by encouragement and threat - 275

Turah - 33,312

acceptance of Qur'ān the same as acceptance of - 165

burnt by Fatlus-ur-Rūmī and his friends - 262

,glad tidings of advent of Prophet Muhammad given in - 165, 214, 215, 230

333 , 242

received by Moses - 187,204

Tyrants

and lust - 52

no place for surrender to - 82

slave owners - 48

p:386

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 811 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


INDEX

U

Ummul-Kitāb

meaning of - 34

Unbelievers

act hostilely against Islam - 78

characteristics of - 90

cover light of Faith - 131

deny Day of Judgement - 51

destiny of - 123

do not progress with instructions - 275

do not understand parables - 131.132

General Mercy bestowed on - 42

illogical demands of - 273

never believe in Islam - 241

occasionally do good deeds - 126

qualities of - 133

status of - 105,108

Unity

Faith in His Pure - 52
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of Allah - 268

of Attributes - 34,44,52

of Divine Act - 34,44,53,54

meaning of - 52

of Divine Essence - 34,44,52

of worship - 34,53,54,151

Uyūn-ul-Akhbār ', by Sạdūq - 46,152 ` 

V

Verse of the Throne - 67

Vicegerency

Adam - 150

attributes of - 143
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INDEX

established appropriately - 164

of Man - 143

true - 34

W

War, Holy - 67,257

Warning - of two deviated paths - 62

Water - 113,114

Allah has given vivacity to - 53

flowed from rock - 196

of life - 136

the ` tree of theism ' - 62

Way - see Path

Will

Allah's, bounties and benefits are created by - 45

free, man created with - 153

World

comprehensive - 87

greater - 79,80

human beings - 86
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of being - 81

materialists' belief of - 80

of believing men - 79

of ` cause ' - 53

of creation - 72,147

of existence - 42

of humanity and civilization ' - 85 ` 

of Man, animals, ... - 46

of materialism - 79

of nature - 136

of sense - 79

of ` struggle for existence ' - 85

of the supernatural - 81
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INDEX

of the Unseen - 79

of ` ways and means ' - 53

planned in good, regular, precise design - 79

present

disgrace in - 92

like a school - 87

prosperity in - 92

two opposite forces in this - 160

Worship

difference between that of Man and angels - 145

fruit of - 110

Him, - 44,52

reason why some do not - 110

none worthy of other than Allah - 52

only Allah, - 162,204,224

Muslims - 42

Qur'ān invokes attention to - 109

reaching state of - 56

social aspects of - 54

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 816 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


things that destroy - 54

utmost aspect of submissiveness - 109

Z

Zacharia - 228

Zakāt - 85

Zionism / Zionist - 64

Zoroastrian - 202
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Important Commentary Books

Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Language Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic ; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 1

Ma`ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 2

Kholās-̣iye-`Abaqāt-ul-Anwār (A Summary of a Tradition on Imamate) - A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-Eqtisạ̄d-dar Qur'ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in Qur'ān . 4
and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī `inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) According to . 5
Tradition) - A

Ma`ālim-ul-Ḥukūmah-fī-Qur'ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur'ān - A

Al-Imam-is-̣Sạ̄diq wal Mathāhib-il-Araba`ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims' Issues) - A . 7

Ma`ālim-un-Nabuwwah fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur'ān) . 8
- A

Ash-Shu'ūn-il-Eqtisạ̄d fī-Qur'ān was Sunnah (Ways of Economy in Qur'ān and . 9
Tradition) - A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-̣Sạlāh ̣al-Ḥalabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
- A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-`Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi`ī (The Merits of Imam`Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam -

A
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Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahhạ min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bait-il-Athār by Ḥafiz ̣Mohammad . 12
al-Badakhshanī (Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) - A

Ba`z-i-Mu'allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on . 13
Islamic Education) - F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī) - A . 14

Yaum-ul Mau`ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) - A . 15

A-Qaybat-is-̣Sụqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi . 16
(a.s.)) - A

Mukhtalaf-al-Shī`ah by `Allāmah al-Ḥillī (Judgement through Jurisprudence in . 17
Islam) - A

Ar-Rasa'il-il-Mukhtārah by `Allāmah ad-Dawānī wal-Muhaq̣iq Mīrdāmād (A Book . 18
on the Theoloty and Philosophy of Islam) - A

As-̣Sạhīfat-ul-Khāmisat-us-Sajjādiyah (The Psalms of Islam as Stated by the . 19
Fourth Imam (a.s.)) - A

Nimūdārī az Ḥukūmat-i-`Ali (a.s.) (An Outline on the Government of Hazrat `Ali . 20
(a.s.)) - A

Manshūrhā-yi Jāvīd-i-Qur'ān (The Eternal Lights of the Qur'ān; An Objective . 21
Commentary) - F

Mahdī-yi-Muntazạr dar Nahjul-Balāqa (The Awaited Mahdi (Guide) in Peaks of . 22
Eloquence) - F

Sharh-il-Lum`at-id-Damishqiyyah, 10 Vols. (Some Subjects on Islamic . 23
Jurisprudence and Ordinances) -A

Tarjamah wa Sharh-̣i-Nahjul-Balāqa, 4 Vols. (Translation and Explanation of the . 24
Statements of Imam`Ali (a.s.)) - F
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Fī Sabīl-il-Wahdat-il-Eslāmīyyah (The Need of Islamic Unity) - A . 25

Nazạrāt-un-fī-Kutub-il-Khālidah (Opinions on Islamic Matters) - A . 26

Kitāb-al-Wāfī, 30 Vols. (Traditions on Different Subjects) - A . 27

Dah Risālah by Feyd-i-Kāshānī (Ten Articles on Islamic Education) - F . 28

Majmoo`i Testhāy-i-Bīnesh wa M`āref Islamī (A Collection of Test Questions on . 29
Islamic Knowledge and Culture) - F

Darīcheh-'ī bar Ahkām (Elementary Religious Questions for the Coming . 30
Generation) - F

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur'ān - English . 31
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The List of Publications of the Library

There are 260 Arabic/Farsi Commentaries (Tafsir) Available at the Imam Ali (a.s.) Public

:Library as Sources for This Commentary and Among Them are the Following

Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Karīm by `Allāmah as - Sayyid `Abdullāh Shubbar, Dār-u- . 1
Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

Tafsīr-ul-Qummī by Abil-Hasan `Alī ibn Ibrāhīm-il-Qummī, Dār-ul-Kitāb, Qum, . 2
Iran,1968/1387 A.H. - A

Fi-Zilāl, Sayyid-i-Qutb; Dār-u-Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut,Lebanon,1967/1386 -A . 3

At-Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif by Muhammad Jawād Muqniyah, Dār-ul `ilm lil-Malāyīn,Beirut, . 4
Lebanon, 1970 - A

Tafsīr-is-̣Sạ̄fī by al-Fayd-il-Kāshānī, al-A`lamī lil-Matbu`āt, . 5
Beirut,Lebanon,1979/1399 A

Manhaj-us-̣Sạ̄diqīn by Fathụllāh Kāshānī, `Ilmiyyah Islāmiyyah Bookshop, Tehran, . 6
Iran - F

Tafsīr-i-Abulfutūh Rāzī by ash-Shaykh Abulfutūh Rāzī,Islamiyyah . 7
Bookshop,Tehran,Iran, 1973/1393 A.H. - F

Tafsīr-i-Rūh-̣ul-Ma`ānī by al-Ālūsī al-Baqdādī, Dār-u-Ihyā'it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, . 8
Beirut, Lebanon 1985/1405 - A

Tafsīr - i - al - Manār (Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Ḥakīm), by Mohammad Rashīd Ridā, . 9
Dār-ul-Ma`rifat, Beirut, Lebanon, - A

Tafsīr-ut-Tạbarī (Jāmi`-ul-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān) by Mohammad-ibn-Jarīr at- . 10
Tabarī, Dār-ul-Fikr, Al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1988/1408 - A

Nafahạ̄t-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by ash-Shaykh Muhammad an-Nahāwandī, . 11
Iran, 1937/1357 - A
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Al-Tafsīr-ul-Ḥadīth by Muhạmmad `Izzat Darūzat; Dār-u-Ihyā'-il-Kutub Al- . 12
`Arabbiyyah, al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1962/1381 - A

Al-Tebyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Mohạmmad-ibn-il-Ḥassan Tụ̄sī,Dār-u-Ihyā'-it- . 13
Turāth Al-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

Ālā'-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Muhạmmad Jawād Albalāqī, Wijdānī . 14
Bookshop, Qum, Iran - A

Al-Isra'īliyāt fī-Tafsīr wal Ḥadīth by Dr. Muhạmmad Husain Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul- . 15
Īmān, Damascus, 1985/1405 - A

Al-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Sayyid Abulqāsim Khu'ī, al-Matba`at-ul-`ilmiyyah, . 16
Qum Iran, 1966/1385 - A

At-Tafsīr wal-Mufassirūn by Muhạmmad Ḥusain Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Maktab Al- . 17
Ḥadīthah, al Qāhirah, Egypt, 1976/1396 A.H. - A

Al-Jawāhir fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān-il-Karīm, by Tạntāwī Juharī, Mustafā Bāb-il-Halabī . 18
Printing Office, Egypt, 1930/1350 - A

Fathul-Qadīr by Muhạmmad-ibn-`Ali al-Shoukānī; `Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon, . 19
1981/1401 - A

Al-Mabādi'-ul-`Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Dr. Muhạmmad Ḥusain-`Ali-al-Saqīr; . 20
Maktab-ul-A`lām-il-Islāmiyyah, Qum, Iran, 1993/1413 - A

Tafsīr-ul-Baqawī (Ma`alim-ut-Tanzīl fī Tafsīr wat-Ta'wīl) by Husain -ibn Mas`ūd . 21
al-Baqwī ash-Shāfi`ī; Dār-ul-Fikr, al-Qāhirah, Egypt 1985/1405 A.H. - A
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میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

اًروُن مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای 

هیآ 471) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the " 
Qur'ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto

(you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy Qur'ān 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 51  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکِّْذلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it " 
((from corruption)." (Holy Qur'ān 15: 9

مَوْیَ هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

هیآ 421) هط 02  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'ān), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Qur'ān 20: 124

هیآ ءارسا 71  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِارقُْلا  نَِم  لُِّزنَُن  وَ 

(28

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a healing and a " 
(mercy to those who believe...", (Holy Qur'ān 17: 82

p:392

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 823 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


A Presentation to Muslims

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

: یلاعتَ هّللا  لَاق   " مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُا  لوسَُّرلا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  هّللا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای  " 

هیلآ 95 ءاسنلا 4- هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and those charged with " 
(authority among you..." (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

Those charged with authority' are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s.) and, at the )`

time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned, pious, and just, should be

.( referred to

نْمَفَ هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ  هِّللا  لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّرا  - صْنلاَْا هِّللادِْـبعَ  نِْبرِِباج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحـَ  یف  نِیدّـلا   ِ لِـمکِْا یِف 
مْهُُلَّوأ يدْـعَب  نِْم  نَیمِلسـْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ  وَ  رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  هلآ ) هیلع و  هللا  یلـص   ) لَاقفَ کَِـتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاـط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَِیذَّلا  رِْمـَْلااوُلوُا 

، رُِباجَ ای  هُکُرِدُْتسـَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  ٍّیلعَ  نُْب  دُِّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِْیسـَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسـَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث  بٍِلاـطیباَ ،  ُ نُب  ُّ یُلعَ
نُْب ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  ٍّیِلعَ ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسـَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاَّصلا  َّمُث  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنِم  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ 
یف هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّللا  یلَعَ  هُرُکْذِ  یلاـعتَ  هُّللا  حُتـَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسـَ وَ  َّمُـث  یّلعَ ،ٍّ-  نُْـب  نُسـَحَْلا  َّمُـث  دٍَّمحَُم ،

-ا هَبرِاغمَ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  قَرِاشَمَ  هِْیدَیَ  نِْب   ِ نِسحَْلا نُْبا  هِدِابعِ 

In ` Ikmāl-ud-Din ' a tradition, through ` Jābir-il-Ju`fī ', is narrated from ` Jābir-ibn-
,`Abdillāh ' thus: " I said: ` O Messenger of Allah

we have known Allah and His Apostle; then who is ` Ulul-Amr ', those that Allah has

made their obedience the same as your obedience? ' Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said:
` O Jābir! they are, after me, my successors and the Guides of Muslims; the first of

them is Ali-ibn-Abitalib; then (Imam) Hassan, and (Imam) Husain; then Ali-ibn-il-
Husain; then Mohammad-ibn-Ali; known in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O
Jābir! When you visit him, give my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, Ja`far-
ibn-Muhammad; and after him Mūsa-ibn-Ja`far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then

Muhạmmad-ibn-Ali; then Ali-ibn-Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him
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(there comes) Al-Ghā'im whose name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah's

Authority on the Earth

p:393
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and His Remainder amongst His servants. He is the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-
`Askarī). This is the very personality by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and

.Wests of the worlds

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253' with nearly similar meaning, in Yanābī-`ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

: یلاعتَ هُّللا  لَاق   " يوهَْلا نِعَ  قُطِْنیَ  ام  یحوُی وَ  یٌحْوَ  لاِّا  وَهُ  نِْا  " 

هیلآ 3 و 4 ( - 35  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does the Apostle speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation that is revealed " 
"

(Sura Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)

(: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص   ) هّللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

فَیطلّلا َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُهْأَ  یترَْتعِ " ضِرْلاَْا وَ  یَلِا  ءِاـمَّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمـْمَ  لٌْـبحَ  هِّللا  بُاـتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، هِّللا وَ  بَاـتکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  مْکُیِف  كٌرِاـت  یّنِا 
ثٍیدحـَ یف  وَ  اـمهِِب " مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  اـم  اوُّلضـِتَ  نَْل  ینوفُُلخْتَ "  اذاـمِب  اورُظُْنافـَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اـقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  اـمهَُّناَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا 

(: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص   ) یبَّنلا لَاق  :" رخَا

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " I leave behind me two weighty (very worthy and

important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān), which is a stretched string from

the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my Ahlul-Bait; for verily Allah, The Merciful,
The Aware, informed me that never, never, will these two get separated from each

other until they meet me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance). Therefore,
be careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me) ". And, in another

tradition it is added: " Never, never, shall you get astray if you attach yourselves to

." these TWO

Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, and Musnad Ahṃad-ibn-Ḥanbal, Vol. 3, p. 17, and)
other books from the Sunnite School and Shi`ah School mentioned in Ihq̣āq-ul-Haqq,

(Vol. 9, p. 309 to 375

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said
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May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our " 

commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and

teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and

." goodnesses of our speech, surely they would follow us

(Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 180 `Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, V. 1, p. 207)

p:394
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Introduction

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

PREFACE

Upon the Second Part of the

Commentary of the Qur'ān

The Qur'ān is the Divine Revelation and the Book of human training in the school of

Islam. The commentary of the Holy Qur'ān is an explanation which not only makes its

subjects clear but also expands the range of knowledge in human beings, and

.increases the insight of those who believe in it and act according to its contents

In the introduction of the previous volume of this commentary of the Qur'ān, part one,
a rather detailed explanation has been written about the reason for compiling and

introducing this series of the holy book, in the English version, entitled: " An

Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur'ān ". The need and frequent

requests of people, with various nationalities throughout the world, from this

Scientific Religious Research Center for a commentary of the Qur'ān in English has

been the main factor that prompted the stuff of the Center to take action on compiling

and publishing these existing volumes in order to make them available for the seekers

of this heavenly Book. In that preface, a short definition upon ` Commentary ' and the

history of the commencement of the commentary of the Qur'ān, and the effective

phenomena contained within, is precisely presented. Therefore, by referring to that

introduction, the readers can become acquainted with the quality and circumstance of

the contents of this magnificent book and the difficulties that naturally exist in this

.great field, in general

The matchless and warm appreciation of the truth seekers of the contents of this

exegesis has been the best encouragement and, in fact, the driving force that, with

the help of Allah and ceaseless striving and cooperation of all people involved in the

course of its development, caused this volume, with no pause and in a good status, to

be published and distributed among people of different countries immediately
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.following the previous volume
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The certain need of Muslim believers in the newly independent countries of the

Eastern Europe for the Qur'ānic literature and obtaining its guiding meanings and

enlivening concepts, especially florishing with the godly traditions of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), in the Russian language, was another grace of Allah

(s.w.t.) which was showered upon the staff of this Researching Center and caused

that the existing volumes of this commentary of the Qur'ān, besides being translated

.into English, to be expressed in Russian, too, and distributed throughout the region

May Allah, the Almighty, bestows upon all of us the opportunity to be capable of

continuing this humble service on this sacred and godly path so that we can compile,
publish and distribute the commentary of the whole Qur'ān successfully and

praiseworthily in Persian, Russian, and English languages, in a way that the Lord,
Glory be to His Majesty, may accept this small endeavour with the sanctity of the

honour and rank of His Authority over the earth (May Allah hasten his glad advent),
and because of that may He receive it from the servants of the Qur'ān and Islam

.assembled in this Center. Amin

The Scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid `Abbās Sạdr-`āmelī

The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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Sura Al-Baqarah No. 2

Point

(Part Two) (1)

Section 19

Trials: The Necessity of Patience and Steadfastness

نَیرِبا - صّلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هِولَّصلا  رِْبَّصلاِب وَ  اوُنیعتَسِْا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  آی   153

O' you who have faith! seek you help (from Allah) through patience and prayer, ." 153
(." verily Allah is with the patient ones (in the time of adversity

Commentary: Verse 153

"O' you who have Faith " 

The phrase / yā'ayyuhalla īna'āmanū / " O' you who have Faith" addresses all those

who have Faith entirely, foremost of whom hadrat Amir-ul-mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) and

the rest of the immaculate Imams are distinguished. This idea is expressed in many

Islamic narrations; for instance, it is quoted from Ibn Abbas narrating from the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: " No revelation containing ` O' you who have faith' was

(sent down except that Ali is at its top and is its chief."(2

Again, it is narrated from `Akramah who narrates from Ibn-Abbas that has said: "

Allah has sent no verse in the Qur'ān consisting of `O' you who have faith ' but Ali-ibn-
(Abītālib (a.s.) is the leader of it and the chief of it ".(3

,Of course, the more complete and higher the degree of Faith is

p: 17

Refer to the footnote explanation on page 24 1 - 1
Tafsir-i-Furat-ul-kufi, p. 49, Tradition 7 2 - 2

Al-Burhan fi-Tafsir-il-Quran, vol. 1, p. 167 3 - 3
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the content of the verse about it is more clear and more apparent. (This phrase has

also been discussed more comprehensively when commenting on Sura No. 2, verse

.( 104 on pages 250 and 251 in the previous volume

The phrase / wasta`īnū / " seek you help from Allah " is a guiding imperative phrase

because at every moment and in all affairs a mortal is in need of Allah's help, whether

it is something which is inside his free will, because he is not an absolutely

independent subject, though he is created free in will; or it is something which is

outside of his will. Man is in complete need of Him (s.w.t.) and he should constantly

.invocate for everything and seek help from the Lord

Eligibility Required for the Aid of Allah

A person most naturally and reasonably can be qualified for the special blessings from

Allah. If this verse is to be taken as referring to the conquest of Mecca, even then it
holds good, if it means to say that the people must prove their worthiness or value to

the Truth in Islam by bearing the hardest trials with constant prayers to the Lord; for

prayer suggests the praying individual's acknowledgment of Allah's Omnipotence and

the individual's confidence in God being the All-Merciful One, as the only One Who can

.grant the prayers of the sincere supplicants

Real Faith can never be mere empty words. It must express or manifest itself through

patience or endurance in all that befalls the individual to show his faithfulness to God,
.and the help from Allah must be sought through prayers or supplications to the Lord

:The aid of Allah requires eligibility. This eligibility is confirmed by two things

The first is having patience in worldly hardships and perseverance in bearing its bitter

circumstances. And also having patience in tolerating the hardship of performing

Divine services, and obtaining knowledge and good ethics, patience in withholding

one's self from lusts and the fleeting pleasure of committing sins and yielding to low

desires, is necessary. This bitterness of hardship, which is short in time, finally results

in a sweet fruit which lasts a long time. Concerning the epithets of the true believers,
Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) has said: " The short
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(period of patience resulted in a long period of tranquility for them."(1

 '. The term / sạbr / ` patience ', in this verse, is rendered into ` fasting ' and `holy war

The second thing is ` prayer ' which is the highest means of turning towards and

approaching Allah by which we may seek help and aid from that Origin of Favour and

.Grace

Some commentators have rendered the Qur'ānic term / sạlāt / into `supplication '

.whose explanation demands a separate chapter

Some others of the commentators, based on some Islamic traditions, have

interpreted it into the ` obligatory prayers ' and ` supererogatory prayers'. For

example: it is cited in Tafsīr `Ayyashī narrated from Fudayl from Imam Bāqir (a.s.)
who said: " O' Fudayl!, convey our salam (regards) to our followers whom you visit and

tell them I say that I avail you aught (in keeping you far) from the punishment of Allah

save by piety. Then, they must control their tongues and be careful of their hands.
." They should be attentive to patience and prayer. Verily Allah is with the patient ones

The first part of the verse has also occurred in verse 45, Sura Al-Baqarah, the

.explanation of which can be referred to on pages 169 and 170 in the previous volume

The objective meaning of the phrase " Allah is with the patient ones" is that His help,
assistance, guidance, success, favours, the protection from pests, the perfection of

.intentions, as well as His other blessings are showered upon the patient by Him

Above all of the aforementioned bounties, there is the reward of Allah granted to the

patient believers in the Hereafter about whom He says: "Those who patiently

persevere will truly receive a reward without measure!", (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39,
(. verse 13

****
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Bihar-ul-Anwār, vol. 68, p. 113, Tradition 48 1 - 1
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نَورُعُشْتَ نْکِ لا  ءٌایحْاَ وَ ل- لَْب  تٌوْماَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  لُتَْقُی  نْمَِل  اوُلوقُتَ  154 وَ لا 

And do not say of those who are slain in Allah's way: ` They are dead '. Nay, (they . " 154
." are) alive, but you perceive (it) not

Commentary: Verse 154

Martyrs

The Qur'ānic phrase: ` of those who are slain in Allah's way ' refers to those who are

slain (i.e. martyred) in the battles led by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or Imams (a.s.), or one of

their specific deputies, as well as anyone who is martyred on the path of Islam and

propagation of the religion of Allah. The content of the verse is inclusive of not only all

who are slain in the path of Allah such as: the immaculate Imams (a.s.), their ministers,
Muslim scholars and believers, although the occasion of revelation of the verse is

reported that it was revealed about the Muslims who were martyred in the battle of

.Badr, but also any one other than them

:And do not say of those who are slain in Allah's way " 

.'..." They are dead ` 

The phenomenon of martyrdom is more clearly described in Sura 'Āli-`lmrān, NO. 3,
verses 169,170 which gives further information about the truth that those who

surrender or sacrifice their lives in the way of Allah (i.e. the martyrs) are alive

.receiving their sustenance from their Lord

And reckon not those who are killed in Allah's way as dead; nay they are alive (and) " 
are provided sustenance from their Lord;" " Rejoicing in what Allah has given them

, ..." out of His grace

The term /šahīd/ ` martyred ' used in many occurrences in the Qur'ān refers to this

.blissful state of realization

Purgatory life
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Therefore, this stage of life, i.e. the life immediately after death, i.e. the purgatory life,
is not allocated to martyrs alone, though the verse
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is about them, but it envelops all people, because stating something does not mean

.that the unstated, but applicable, instances are not involved

For example, when we say ` this man is just', it does not mean that justice belongs to

him exclusively and there is not any other just person; while there may be thousands

.of people who are just

Thus, this verse, here, confirms the purgatorial life for the martyrs. This life, the

intermediate state, according to many verses of the Qur`ān and abundant Islamic

traditions, exists for all believers and nonbelievers both, with a distinction. The soul of

a believer, after departuring from its physical body, will settle in a body similar to this

one and will be sustained in that world until when the Hereafter comes forth; while

the soul of a nonbeliever, during the time when passing this course, will be in torment,
as the Qur'ān says: " (In falsehood will they be) until when death comes to one of

them, he says: `O' my Lord! send me back (to life), - " " In order that I may work

righteousness in the things I neglected.' By no means! It is but a word he says, Before

them is a partition till the Day they are raised up." (Sura Al-Mu'min, No. 23, verses 99
(. and 100

It is narrated from Yūnus-ibn-Thibyān who said he was sitting with Imam Sādiq (a.s.)
when he was explaining about the believers' souls and he (a.s.) said: " O' Yūnus! when

Allah gets the soul of a believer taken, He puts his soul in a setting like his body that

was in this world. So, they eat and drink, and when a comer enters, he recognizes

(them in the same form as they were in the world."(1

Also, Abū-Basị̄r narrates from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who, about the believers' souls, said:
" (They will be) in Heaven with the same features as their (worldly) bodies were, so

(that if you see him (one of them) you will surely recognize him and say who he is."(2

:Then, the Qur'ān continues saying

, ..." Nay, (they are) alive "...

Plant life
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Life is divided into four sorts: the plant-life, the animal-life, the human-life, and the

.Faith-life

p: 21

Majma-ul-Bayān, vol. 1, p. 236 1 - 1
Ibid 2 - 2
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Plant-life is the power of growth which is common among plants and animals including

.human beings. The death of this particular life is when that power stops

Animal life

Animal-life is the power by which feeling and conscious movement come to being.
.Human beings and animals have this life in common. It dies when this power ceases

Human Life

Human-life is the faculty of general reasoning and perceiving by which Man is

distinguished from animal. This phenomenon emerges because of that abstract and

rational soul which administrates this body. Its death causes the interruption of this

administration and breaking off its connection with the body, but there is no

destruction for it and it remains to return to the body again when the Resurrection

occurs. So, this purgatorial state exists not only for martyrs or Muslims, but for the

.soul of every conscious being

Faith Life

Faith-life is the peace of mind, assurance of self, and clearness of heart, all of which

come into existence for a believer through Faith and knowing Allah. It is in this state

that he can live in rest and tranquility with joy and pleasure, because the toils,
hardships, and miseries of this world would not create any awe, worry, anxiety or

.instability for him

This very condition originates from his reliance and belief in Providence, Who gives

.only goodness

This life is the same as the ` good life ', about which the Lord says: " Whoever works

righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We give a new life, a
life that is good and pure, and We will bestow on such their reward according to the

best of their actions."(Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse97). And, the Qur'ān also says:" O'

you who have Faith! give your response to Allah and His Apostle, when He calleth you
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(. to that which will give you life; ..." (Sura Al-'Anfāl, No. 8, verse 24

It is said that the utterances in a language indicate meanings so that letter and spirit

correspond with each other. For example, the term `light or lamp ' is applied to any

means which is used in darkness to get brightness from. Then, whatever has this

function, the application of that term for it is correct, although the substance is

.different from the point of material, form and other qualities

p: 22
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Life is a general sense which is recognized by the appearance of the effects which are

expected from it. In this sense, the term ` life ' is used for the Essence of Allah ,too.
The example of this idea is recited in Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 2 which says: "

Allah! there is no god but He, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsistent (the subtainer and

protector of all things)." That is, the Essence from Whom the effects of knowledge

and power are clear and manifest. That is why some scholars said that Allah's life is
His very Knowledge and Power. Of course, the Essence of the Knower and the Mighty

is alive. Therefore, wherever the effects of this meaning exist, the application of this

utterance is correct, but it is not necessary that its kind and its characteristics and

properties, which are appropriate to those particular situations, be the same

everywhere and in all circumstances. Hence, the life in Purgatory, from the point of

quality for martyrs and other people, is of the quality of the same world. It is for this

reason that the people of this world with their senses, the quality of the nature of

which is of the quality of this world, can not perceive that which is of the quality of the

.nature of that world

." but you perceive (it) not "...

By the way, this verse clears the doubt of materialist and pagans who believe that

with death, man's life becomes extinct, i.e. there is no life after death. Here, the

Qur'ān warns all, Muslim or non-Muslim, that MAN'S LIFE DOES NOT PERISH AFTER

.DEATH, BUT IT DOES REMAIN

So, keeping this in mind, we realize that there is nothing more valuable or worthwhile

than the time spent striving for the perfection of such a life. May Allah help us all to

follow His Ordinances that He so graciously made available to us by way of the Qur'ān

.in order that we might experience success in this life and in the Hereafter

****
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(Verses 155-157 (1

نَیرِباصّلا رِِّشَب  تِارمََّثلا وَ  سِفُْن وَ  لاَْا  لِاوْملاَْا وَ  نَِم  صٍْقَن  عِوجُْلا وَ  فِوْخَْلا وَ  نَِم  ْ ءٍ  یْشِب مْکَُّنوَُلْبنََلوَ   155

نَوعُجِار هِْیَلِا  اّنِا  هِّلِل وَ  اّنِا  آُلاق  هٌبَیصُم  مْهُْتَباصاَ  اذِا  نَیذَّلاَ   156

نَودُتَهْمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئ  - لوُا هٌمَحْرَ وَ  مْهِِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  تٌاولَصَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  کَِئ  - لوُا  157

And We will surely test you (all) with something of fear and hunger and loss of . " 155
." property, lives and fruits; but give glad tidings to the (steadfast) patient

Who, when a calamity befalls them, (by showing perseverance), say:` Verily we . " 166
'." belong to Allah, and certainly unto Him shall we return

Those are they on whom are blessings and Mercy from their Lord, and they are . " 167
(." the ones that are guided (aright

Commentary: Verses 155-157

Trial, an Indisputable Divine Rule

Point

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: "Even though Allah, the Glorious, knows them

more than they know themselves, yet He does so to let them perform actions with

(which they earn reward or punishment."(2

:Concerning the sense of rial, in a sermon, he (a.s.) also has remarked

Certainly, Allah tries His servants in respect of evil actions by decreasing "...

p: 24

Part 2 of the Qur'an begins from verse 142 in Sura Al-Baqarah, and the  1 - 1
commentary of beginning verses were added to the previous volume in order to give
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.begins from verse (No. 153) added to those verses of part 2
Nahjul Balaqah, Saying No. 93 1 - 2
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fruits, holding back blessings and closing treasures of good, so that he who wishes to

repent may repent, he who wishes to recall (forgotten good) may recall, and he who

(wishes to abstain (from evil) may abstain. ..." (1

****

Allah (s.w.t.) tests all human being

Point

Allah (s.w.t.) tests all human beings, but with varieties. All the different sites of the

world are the testing-places, and all the members of humanity, even the prophets,
are under trial, and all the pleasant and unpleasant things are the means of trial. We

ought to know that the Divine examinations are not done in order to clear out the

.ambiguity, but they are to evoke and train the capacities and abilities of humankind

The means of this trial are all bitter and sweet happenings of Man, including: fear,
hunger, loss of property, lives, agricultural products, fear from enemies, economic

siege, and taking part in Holy War himself, or by sending children and dear ones to the

.battle of war

These trials were experienced in the first war of Islam (battle of Badr), and will also

come forth at the time of the reappearance of the Expected Mahdī, the twelfth Imam

.(May allah hasten his glad advent), for which Muslims should be prepared

The inflictions, which human beings encounter with, are usually concerned with

.wealth, life, children, or the fear of the loss of either of them

Fear

The secret of mentioning ` fear ', among the means of trials, first, may be that the

purpose is the fear for the lack of either of those three things. It is always before the

.loss of the very things that one fears of losing them

Hunger
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Then, next to fear, hunger is pointed out, which comes into being as a result of

.poverty. Yet, in this respect, fasting is counted one of the examples of hunger

Loss of property

Loss of property has been situated in the third degree. The loss of wealth, of course, is
very bitter, especially for a rich person when he

p: 25
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.becomes poor

Loss of life

Then there comes the loss of life, which often occurs because of different ailments or

.after being wounded: in a battle-field and Holy War in the way of Allah, and so on

Famine

And, finally, the loss of fruits comes forth. Some of the commentators have rendered

.this loss into the death of one's child, which is the heaviest calamity

." but give glad tidings to the (steadfast) patient "...

It addresses the prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) that he gives glad tidings to those people

.who persevere with patience in their calamities and difficulties

Glad tidings to Those Who preserve with patience

Some commentators have said that this ` glad tidings' points to the reward of Heaven

and the merit of Divine forgiveness for them, as Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) has said: "Allah,
Mighty and Glorious, said: `...but give glad tidings to the (steadfast) patient', or, (that

(is), with Paradise and forgiveness."(1

Imam Al-Mahdi

But in another tradition, Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) has rendered the concept of ` glad tidings '
:into the reappearance of Imam Al-Mahdī (a.s.), where he says

Before the rise of Ghā'im (Al-Mahdī) (May Allah hasten his auspicious reappearance) " 
there will appear some signs by which Allah tries the Muslim believers. " Muhammad-
ibn-Muslim, (who was one of the special followers of the Imam), said that he required

to know what those signs were; and he (a.s.) answered:" Those are the same that

Allah, the Glorious, has expressed in the Qur'ān, thus:` And We will surely test you (all)
;' with something of fear and hunger and loss of property, lives and fruits
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So far as he (a.s.) recited: `...but give glad tidings to the (steadfast) patient', and

continued to say: ` This means to give glad tidings to the believers who show patience

and perseverance in these calamities for the advent of the Ghā'im (a.s.), (viz., Hadrat

(Mahdī, May Allah (s.w.t.) hasten his glad advent." (2

Yes, the world is anxiously awaiting the advent of this great

p: 26
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.reformer (a.s.). When he comes, he will fill the world full of justice

Then, there will be no inequity, no cruelty, and no transgression. Allah will open the

doors of blessings out of the earth and heaven because of his auspicious appearance.
At that time, the believing people can continue to live peacefully and easily under his

.esteemed government, to prove their worship and servitude to Allah

Concerning this meaning, in a tradition, the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said:" Al-Mahdī

is mine. His luminous forehead is high and wide, while over whose nose there is a little

projection. He will fill the earth with justice, just as it is filled up with aggression and

(cruelty."(1

****

:Who, when a calamity befalls them, (by showing perseverance), say"

'." Verily we belong to Allah, and certainly unto Him shall we return ` 

After recounting different calamities, and giving glad tidings to the patient, it

introduces this group of patient who, with this competency, rightfully deserve to be

given glad tidings. It is clear that every ordinary person is not fit to be rewarded with

.all these excellences and dignities

Hence, that reward, i.e. the glad tidings, is specialized to the ones whose patience

originates from a firm foundation. This particular glad tidings is qualified by a special

.blessing and Mercy from the side of Allah

These kind of people are those ones whose hearts turn to their Lord at the moment of

:meeting with a calamity when, they say

'." Verily we belong to Allah, and certainly unto Him shall we return `... 

They treat such because they have realized, through knowledge of certainty or by

visual certainty, that whatever exists belongs to Allah and is under His Will. So,
whatsoever He has given to human-kind in this world, such as: soul, property,

.children, and all other similar respects, are ficticious
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They also know that whatever Allah has bestowed upon them

p: 27
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has been based upon His Wisdom, and when He takes it from them, it is not taken

because of miserliness, but it is for His good that He takes a blessing from a person to

mercifully impart a better one. They have found out that their return, their

.destination, as well as the return of every thing, is undoubtedly unto Him

****

However, he who, based on these foundations, knows and remembers that his soul,
wealth, and whatever he possesses belongs to Allah and is under His Authority,
surrenders to His divine decrees. The one, with this awareness, will be patient and

thankful properly and reasonably. Such a person, of course, is one of those eligible

:believers for whom Allah says

Those are they on whom are blessings and Mercy from their Lord,...", and they are " 
.prosperous

/ṣalawāt / 

Some of the commentators have said that / sạlawāt/ (blessings and peace), which

comes from Allah (s.w.t.), is the same as ` fogiveness', while some others believe that

'. it is `praise

The term /sạlawāt/ (blessings) is said in the plural form because it refers to the

abundant mercy of Allah. It may mean that there are many frequent blessings for

.these steadfast patient from Allah which do not cease

It is narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said:" The person who receives a

calamity and thereafter, whenever the one remembers it, utters the phrase ` Verily

we belong to Allah, and certainly unto Him shall we return ', Allah gives the believer

once again the reward of the day when the one received that calamity". (Even though

(there has passed a long time after that calamity). (1

He (p.b.u.h.) has also said in another tradition that, for such a person, Allah will amend

(that calamity with a better quality than before and his destiny will conclude well. (2
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(." and they are the ones that are guided (aright "...
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This group of the patient, as was mentioned in the above, when they entangle with a
calamity, are patiently steadfast, since they have known that they themselves and

what they have are all Allah's, and in His possession. They also know that their return

is unto Him, and they express this fact, too, by their tongue and with uttering the

above holy phrase. Such people have attained the rank and position of nearness to

Allah. Their march is gain after gain, i.e. an ever progressive gain. They are, in fact,
.guided aright

****

p: 29
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Verse 158, Arabic; English Translation

هَّللا َّناِفـَ  ارْیخَ  عََّوطَتَ  نْمَ  -ا وَ  مهِِب فََّوَّطیَ  نْاَ  هِْیلَعَ  حَاـنجُ  ـلافَ  رَمَتَعْا  وِاَ  تَْیبَْـلا  َّجحـَ  نْمَفَ  هِّللا  رِِئآ  - عشـَ نِْم  هَوَرْمَْلا  -ا وَ  فَّصلا َّنِا   158
مٌیلعَ رٌکِا  ش-

Behold, Safā and Marwah are among the Symbols (appointed by) Allah; so . " 158
whoever makes the pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House, or performs `Umrah, therefore it
is no blame on him to go round them both. And for whoever (obeys Him and) initiates

." good, then verily Allah is Grateful, All-Knowing

:Occasion of Revelation

Running between Safā and Marwah, is obligatory with the Shi`ah, the followers of

Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), and it is one of the main actions in both greater pilgrimage (Hajj) and

lesser pilgrimage (`Umrah). But, at the beginning of Islam, those Muslims were not

willing to perform it because they had imagined that there had been something wrong

in it, for, at the Age of ignorance, there had been an idol in Safā called: 'Usāf, and

another in Marwah named: Nā'ilah, which pagans used to touch both while running

therein. So, this very verse was revealed to make the Muslims free from that false

imagination. This very meaning is cited in At-Tibyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur`ān, narrated from

Imam Muhammad Bāqir (a.s.) and Imam Ja`far Sạ̄diq (a.s.). (1) The idea is also cited

with more details in Majma`-ul-Bayān, narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.). It begins

:thus

Muslims had usually seen some signs of innovation from the pagans of pre Islamic " 
(. era of Ignorance, (so they disliked to circumambulate them

(Then, Allah sent this verse down (to remove that aversion)."(2

p: 30
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The expansion of this description is thus that before the advent of Islam and also at

the time of revelation some pagans and idol-worshippers used to go to Mecca to

make Hajj pilgrimage with a particular form which was common at that time. Their

fulfilment of Hajj pilgrimage was principally originated from Prophet Ebrāhīm

.(Abraham) (a.s.) but with a mixture of superstitions and polytheism

Some of their ritual actions were: halt at `Arafāt, sacrifice, circumambulation, and run

.between Safā and Marwah, which were done in a special state

Islam, clearing out that noble performance from superstitions, accepted Hajj

.pilgrimage as a great worship and approved all of its correct and pure ceremonies

One of the deeds which was to be done then was /Sa`y/, i.e., running between two

hillocks called Safā and Marwah, over which the aforementioned idols were kept and

.pagans touched them when climbing those two hillocks

Hence, Muslims were averse to going to these hillocks and thought that in that

.circumstance it was not right for them to perform running between Safā and Marwah

Then, it was at the time of `Umrat-ul-Ghadā (in seventh A.H.) that the above verse

was revealed and announced that Safā and Marwah are among the Symbols of Allah

and, although some ignorant people have polluted them with idols, it is not right that

.Muslims abandon the obligatory running between them

Commentary: Verse 158

Acts Done Ignorantly

This verse, regarding the particular psychological conditions that was mentioned in

the occasion of revelation, preliminarily informs Muslims that Safā and Marwah are

:among the symbols of Allah

;..." Behold, Safā and Marwah are among the Symbols (appointed by) Allah " 

:After this introductory sentence, it subsequently comes to the meaning that
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so, whoever makes the pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House, or performs `Umrah, "...
. ..." therefore it is no blame on him to go round them both

The wrong behaviour of pagans, that had polluted the symbols of Allah with those

.idols, should never decrease anything of the importance of those two sacred sites

:At the end of the verse, it says

And for whoever (obeys Him and) initiates good, then verily Allah is Grateful, All- "... 
." Knowing

Therefore, the Lord, by giving good rewards bountifully, thanks the servants for their

obedience and doing right actions; while He is completely aware of their intentions

.and knows who is interested in the idols and who is averse to them

:Explanation

It may be worthy to say that the terms Safā and Marwah are referred to in the Qur'ān

.only once

.These two hillocks stand nearly 420 meters opposite each other

This distance is now set up as a covered hall under whose ceiling the pilgrims perform

the running, /sa`y/. The height of Safā Mount is 15 meters, and that of Marwah is 8
.meters

These two terms, used now as proper names for those two hillocks, are philologically

meaningful, too. The term /safā/ means a hard smooth stone, while /marwah/ means

.a hard rough stone

The Qur'ānic term /ša`ā'ir/ is the plural form of /ša`īrah/ which means ` ritual sign'.
Therefore, the phrase /ša`ā'irillāh/ means anything which reminds a person of Allah,
and revives a sacred remembrance in one's mind which, itself, would be an act of

.virtue or devotion to Allah

The term /'i`tamara/, derived from /`umrah/, originally means the additional parts
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that are added to a building in order to complete it. This word, used in religious

terminology, is applied for special deeds added to the performances of Hajj

Pilgrimage. (When `Umrah is done separate from Hajj pilgrimage, it is called / `umrah

(. mufradah/, a single `Umrah

This minor pilgrimage to Mecca is very much similar to Hajj pilgrimage in many

.aspects, but its difference is not so minute, of course

p: 32
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Verses 159-160, Arabic; English Translation

مُهُُنعَْلیَ هُّللا وَ  مُهُُنعَْلیَ  کَِـئ  - لوُا بِاـتکِْلا  یِف  سِاّـنلِل  هُاّـنَّیَب  اـم  دِْـعَب  نِْم  يدهـُْلا  تِاـنِّیبَْلا وَ  نَِم  -ا  نْـلزَْناَ نَومـُُتکْیَ م-آ  نَـیذَّلا  َّنِا   159
نَوُنعِلاّْلا

مُیحَّرلا بُاوَّّتلا  اَناَ  مْهِْیلَعَ وَ  بُوُتاَ  کَِئ  - لواُفَ اوُنَّیَب  اوحُلَصْاَ وَ  اوُبات وَ  نَیذَّلا  َّلاِا   160

Verily, those who conceal what We have revealed of the clear evidence and the . " 159
guidance, after We made it clear for mankind in the Book; they are those that Allah

(." does curse them and (also) curse them (all) those who curse (such ones

Except those who repent, and amend (themselves) and make manifest (the ." 160
truth). These it is unto whom I turn (mercifully; and I am the Oft-Returning (to mercy),

(." the Merciful (to people

:Occasion of Revelation

Jalāl-id-Dīn Suyūty has narrated in his book, 'Asbāb-un-Nuzūl, from Ibn-Abbas that

several Muslim people, such as Ma`āth-ibn-Jabal, Sa`d-ibn-Ma`āth, and Khārijat-
ibn-Ziyd asked scholars of the Jews several questions about some subjects in the

Torah (which concerned the advent of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)). They concealed the

reality of the subject and, (in their answers), did not refer to the main idea. The above

(verse was revealed about them. (1

Commentary: Verses 159-160

Point

In the occasion of revelation it was mentioned that the addressees in this verse were

the scholars of the Jews, but the meaning is general and never limits the concept of

.the verse to them only. It covers all whosoever that conceal the truth

:This holy verse intensively blames such people, saying

p: 33
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Verily, those who conceal what We have revealed of the clear evidence and the " 
;guidance, after We made it clear for mankind in the Book

they are those that Allah does curse them and (also) curse them (all) those who curse

(." (such ones

By this verse, we realize that both Allah and the servants of Allah and angels totally

hate this action. In other words, concealing the fact is an action that stimulates the

.wrath of all adherents of truth from jinn, mankind, and angels

What a treachery is greater than that the scholars, for the sake of their personal

interest, hide the Messages and evidences of Allah, which are His deposits, and cause

.people to go astray

The phrase: " after We made it clear for mankind in the Book;" indicates that such

persons, in fact, attempt to spoil the struggles of prophets and the devotions of the

godly people alongside the path of the propagation of the Messages of Allah. This

.action is really a great sin so that none can ignore

****

The Qur'ān, as a book of guidance

The Qur'ān, as a book of guidance, never blocks up the way of return and does not

shut the windows of hope to people. It never makes people despair for the Mercy of

.Allah, however much they are sinful

Repentant Ones

:Hence, in the next verse, it shows the way of repentance of this great sin, thus

Except those who repent, and amend (themselves) and make manifest (the truth). " 
These it is unto whom I turn (mercifully); and I am the Oft-Returning (to mercy), the

(." Merciful (to people

The phrase: " and I am the Oft-Returning (to mercy), the Merciful (to people),"
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regarding that it has occurred next to the phrase: " These it is unto whom I turn

(mercifully)" refers to the particular affection and kindness of Allah unto the repentant

ones. It says if they return, Allah will return, too. If they return to the obedience and

servitude, and reveal the fact, Allah will return to Mercy and again shower over them

.the blessings He had ceased

****

p: 34

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 887 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیعمَجْاَ سِاّنلا  هِکَِئلمَْلاوَ وَ  هِّللا  هُنَْعَل   ْ مْهْیلَعَ کَِئ  - لوُا رٌافّکُ  مْهُ  اوُتام وَ  اورُفَکَ وَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا   161

نَورُظَْنُی مْهُ  بُاذعَْلا وَ لا  مُهُْنعَ  فَُّفخَُی  اهیف لا  نَیدِلاخ   162

مُیحَّرلا نُمحَّْرلا  وَهُ  لاِّا  هَلِا  لآدٌحِاو  هٌلِا  مْکُهُلِا  163 وَ 

Verily those who reject faith, and die while they are infidels, upon them shall be . " 161
." the curse of Allah, (of) the angels, and (of) mankind all together

Abiding therein forever, the torment shall not be lightened for them nor shall . " 162
." they be given respite

And your God is One God. There is no god but He; He is the Beneficent, the . " 163
." Merciful

Commentary: Verses 161-162

Repentance at the moment of death

It was described in the former verses that if the people who conceal the fact repent

and express the reality, they will be involved in the mercy and grace of Allah. But in
this verse they are warned that if they do not repent and remain in the state of

infidelity until they die, they will be in the same situation that Allah, angels and all

people curse them. Of course, the repentance that occurs before death is accepted,
.but the repentance at the moment of death is not helpful

:At first, it says

Verily those who reject faith, and die while they are infidels, upon them shall be the " 
." curse of Allah, (of) the angels, and (of) mankind all together

This group of infidels, similar to the aforementioned group, are involved in the curse

of Allah, angels, and people, too. The difference is that this group, because of their

continuous insistence on being faithless, can not have a way to return to the right

.path
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****

:Then, it adds

Abiding therein forever, the torment shall not be lightened for them nor shall they be " 
." given respite

****

Faith in theism

Since the principle of the Faith in theism can put an end to all these misfortunes, in the

:last verse of this group of verses, it says

. ..." And your God is One God " 

:Again, to emphasize more, it says

;..." There is no god but He "... 

Then, at the end of the verse, as the reason for that statement, it adds:"...He is the

." Beneficent, the Merciful

Yes, only the One, Whose general mercy encompasses all creatures, on one side, and

on the other side, Whose specific Mercy reaches the true believers, deserves

.servitude, and no one else

****

p: 36
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Section 20: Unity of Allah, Fate of the Polytheists

Point

نَِم هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  ام  سَاّـنلا وَ  عُفَْنیَ  اـمِب  رِحْبَْلا  یِف  يرجْتَ  یتَّلا  کِْـلفُْلا  رِا وَ  - هَّنلا لِْـیَّلا وَ  فِـلاِتخْا  ضِرْـَْلاا وَ  تِاومَّسلا وَ  قِْلخَ  یف  َّنِا   164
ءِا وَ - مَّسلا نَْیَب  رِخََّسمُْلا  بِا  - حَّسلا حِاـیِّرلا وَ  فِیرصـْتَ  هٍَّبآد وَ  ِّلکـُ  نِْم  -ا  هیف َّثَب  -ا وَ  هِتوْمـَ دَْـعَب  ضَرْـَْلاا  هِِب  اـیحْاَفَ  ءٍا  نِْـم م- ءِاـمَّسلا 

نَوُلقِْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایلاَ  ضِرْلاَْا 

Surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of night . " 164
and day, and (in) the ships that sail on the sea with what profits mankind, and (in) the

water which Allah sends down from heaven and enlivens therewith the earth after its

,death

and spreads in it all kinds of animal, and in the change of the winds and the clouds

;controlled (for service) between the sky and the earth

." surely there are signs for a people having understanding

Commentary: Verse 164

Existence of Providence

The previous verse spoke about the Oneness of the Lord. Then, here in this verse,
there is the reason and evidence to prove the existence of the Providence and that

there is only One God, the Glorious. He, the Almighty, is the cause of all causes and the

.source of knowledge, power, order, and regularity

Primarily, we attract attention to the fact that uniformity and order, in general, are

signs for the existence of intelligence and knowledge, where harmony is a reason for

the being of unity. Based on this principle, the explanation of which has been stated in
the books of theism, when we deal with the various aspects of ` order ' in the world of
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existence, we come to the harmony and the unity of action in the regular working of

the universe, on one side, and on the other side, we encounter with a single source of

.knowledge and power that all these glorious effects originate from

Harmony of Universe

Point

So, the native uniformity and the perfect and the never disturbed harmony in the

working of the universe, loudly and most eloquently suggests and clearly manifests

the Unity of the Creator and the unchallengeable or unquestionable supremacy of its

Single Master or Lord. Man is exhorted to reflect over the creation and realize the

divine unity in the midst of the diversity and the manifoldness of the innumerable

objects in the heavens and the earth and in the forces of nature and the perfectly

.harmonious working of the natural phenomena

The uniformity and the harmony in the objects and the working of the universe is

.constantly referred to in the Holy Qur'ān as a sign of the Unity of the Maker

Taking this short introductory explanation into consideration, we continue explaining

.the commentary of the verse again

In this verse, there are six aspects of the indication of regularity in the world of

existence, each of which is a symbol for the unity of that Infinite Essence or an

.indication to the Eternal One, the pure Essence, the Supreme Being

:Creation of the heavens and the earth

The first symbol, which refers to the Unity of the Creator, is the creation of the . 1
:heavens and the earth

..." Surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth " 

Yes, this glorious universe with all its stars and planets, including millions and millions
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of illuminating suns, some of which meaningfully twinkle at us when we look at the sky

at night or show themselves far from behind some great telescopes, all in all are the

.signs and means of reflection of His Power, Knowledge,and Unity

It is surprising that the more the knowledge of the human race increases, the clearer

the greatness and vastness of this universe is recognized, and it is not evident that

how large and up to when this scientifical expansion of the recognition of the still

.secrets of the universe will continue

Today, scientists and astronomers infrom us that there are thousands and thousands

of galaxies in the universe where our solar
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system is only a part of one of them. In our galaxy alone, there are hundreds million

suns and bright stars among which, according to the scientists' data, there can be

.found some millions of inhabitable planets

.What a Splendour! What a Power

In addition to the tradition narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) (1) and Ahlul-Bayt

(a.s.) about some of the verses of the Qur'aān confirming the existence of the living

creatures in the Heaven and other planets (earths) besides our dwelling earth, there

have been written many scientific books on this subject by a lot of Islamic and non-
Islamic scholars that the followings are a few examples out of hundreds of similar

:examples

a) The Earth, the Sky and the Stars from the View of the Qur'ān; by Dr. Muhammad

.Sādiqī

b) The Qur'ān and the Modern Science; by: `Abdul-Qanī- Al-Khatīb; translated by: Dr.
.Asadullāh Mubashshirī

c) Jahān 'Āfarīn; by: Husayn Nūrī, one of the esteemed scholars in the Religious

.Teaching Center of Qum

d) The Earth and the Sky; by: A. Welkuf; translated by: Ali Dukhāniyātī.e) Galaxies and

Quasars; by: William J. Kaufmann, I (Department of Physics, Sandiego, State

(. University

It should be noted that the life found on other planets may be, of course, rather in a
.different form from what exists on our globe

Therefore, in investigations of the matter, we must not consider only the kind of the

life on the earth as a standard, because those globes have their own life-conditions

for themselves which are certainly different from the circumstances of the life on the

earth, so that, in a great deal of cases such as temperature, water, air and light, they

.are incomparable with that of the earth
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Constant change of the day and the night

The second indication is seen in the constant change of the day and the night, . 2
:where it says

,..." and the alternation of night and day "...

Yes, the constant change of night and day, the absence of
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darkness and the presence of light, with that regularity that they have, and, that one

ceaselessly becomes shorter and the other one becomes longer, that as a result of

which the four seasons come into being, when trees, plants, and animals obtain their

evolutions under these gradual changes, are totally the signs of His Exalted Essence

.and Attributes

If these gradual changes were not, or they happened without order, or they were

.always either day or night alone, there would be no life throughout the world at all

Then, it points to the ships which move on the water of the seas for the benefit of . 3
:Man

,..." and (in) the ships that sail on the sea with what profits mankind "... 

Man travels long voyages over the seas and oceans by small and large ships towards

different points of the world to perform his purposes. This kind of transportation over

sea-water can be afforded by employing some factors, particularly when it is done by

.a sailer

The first factor is the regular winds that blow from the surface of the seas towards

the land and vice versa, including the ceaseless winds blowing from the North Pole

and South Pole called ` Arctic winds and Antarctic winds ', or the regional winds which

blows in their own proper times and let the ships utilize this natural force gratuitously

.setting forth to their destinations

Another factor is the natural property of wood against the special pressure of water

.which causes that it floats over water

Again, there is the two invariable magnetic poles of the earth which fix the hands of a
.compass

The arrangement of the stars in the sky, which lead people to their destinations, is

.also counted a factor

Yes, it is with the combination of all these arrangements that the application of ships,
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with their abundant benefits alongside the help of men, can be made possible. Thus,
.all these processes are indications of His Pure Essence

Ships that Sail on the Sea

Concerning the sailing ships, it is surprising that today, with the invention of the force

of powerful engines used in the ships, not only this meaning has not lost its

importance but it has also gotten a higher position in this respect, because the great

gigantic ships are still among
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the best means of transportation and communication between people of different

spots. Some kinds of modern ships are as large as a town, having arenas, pleasure

centers, playgrounds, and even a market-place for shopping. Or, in some particular

.ships, there are airports where several aeroplanes can land on or take off from

Now, the rain, the life-giving water which is sent down from the sky to the earth, is . 4
:pointed out. It says

and (in) the water which Allah sends down from heaven and enlivens therewith the "...
,earth after its death

,..." and spreads in it all kinds of animal

Yes, wherever the pure life-giving drops of rain fall down, thereby, life, freshness,
blessing, abundancy, and movement may appear therein. This lifeless but splendid

water, which falls down with special order, and waters all those plants and living

.creatures continually, is the harbinger of His Power and Grandeur

:Then, for the useful currents and regular and irregular blowing of the winds, it says . 5

..." and in the change of the winds "...

The winds blow not only over the seas and oceans and cause ships to move about, but

also over the surface of lands, mountains, valleys, and plains. They sometimes take

the male pollen from stamens and pollinate the pistil and help their pollination in order

.to yield us fruits

They also scatter seeds in different spots of the land to grow. They, at a time,
frequently move the waves of the seas to stir them and make the conditions

.conducive for the living creatures

With transferring the hot weather of the warm regions to the cold regions, and

transferring the cold weather of the cold regions to the warm regions, the winds are

.effective in making the climate of the globe moderate

Sometimes, the winds push the polluted and poisonous air of the cities, which has not
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enough oxygen, out into the deserts and forests and cause the fresh air, full of

.oxygen, to come unto the reach of human beings and other living creatures

Yes, the wind, that blows and gifts man with benefits and blessings, is another sign of

.His Infinite Grace and Wisdom

The last indication, mentioned in this verse, is clouds which, as . 6
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servants, in spite of the gravity, are suspending between the sky and the earth to be

moved here and there, carrying millions of tons of water easily with them without

.posing the least danger for anybody

Rain

:Hence, they are counted as a sign of the Greatness of the Creator, where He says

;..." and the clouds controlled (for service) between the sky and the earth "...

However, if there were not the management of the irrigation of the clouds, there

would not be any water throughout the world for man to drink, nor any spring or

stream for plants to grow and, everywhere, the lands would be dry and dead.
.Therefore, this is also another trace of the Knowledge and Might of Allah

." surely there are signs for a people having understanding "... 

Yes, all of the above mentioned indications are the evidence of the existence of that

Pure Essence, but for the people who understand and contemplate, not for the

unaware ones and the people of little wisdom who have eyes but have not eyesight,
.or have ears but are deaf

****
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نَوْرَیَ ذِْا  آمـُلَظَ  نَیذَّلا  يرَیَوَْـل  هِّلِل وَ  اّـبحُ  ُّدشـَاَ  اوُـنمَا  نَیذَّلا  هِّللا وَ  ِّبحُکَ  مْهَُنوُّبحُِی  ادادْـناَ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِْم  ذُخـَِّتیَ  نْمـَ  سِاّـنلا  نَِـم  165 وَ 
بِاذعَْلا دُیدشَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اعیمجَ وَ  هِّلِل  هََّوقُْلا  َّناَ  بَاذعَْلا 

And yet, of men, there are some who take unto themselves (for worship) objects . " 165
;other than Allah, and love them as the love due to Allah

.but for those who have faith, their love of Allah is more intensive

And if only those who are unjust could see (what they will realize) when they behold

,the punishment, that the Power is wholly Allah's

." and that Allah is severe in (enforcing) the Penalty

Commentary: Verse 165

Disbelievers/Pagans

Disbelievers have gone astray. Their affection to things other than Allah, is like the

wish and desire of a sick person unto eating the food which is harmful for his sickness

but the patient ignorantly persists on having it. In contrast with them are the

believers. So those who have Faith surely love Allah very intensively and more than

.anything or anybody else

The pagans, who have done unjustly to themselves, will see their miserable

destination on the Day of Reckoning, when they will recognize their wrong thought

and their deviation. On that Day they will understand fully that the entire Power

belongs to Allah and that they had gone a wrong way when they had referred to other

than Him. The intensive punishment of Allah, on that Day, will be upon those who,
thoughtlessly and unreasonably, had left out the attachment to Allah and clung to

.some vain and chaffy imaginations

Then, it is so that in Sura 'An`ām, No. 6, verse 102, to guide them, Allah warns them

:thus

,That is Allah, your Lord, there is no god but He; the Creator of all things " 
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." therefore serve Him, and He has charge of all things

By the way, it is narrated by Muhammad-ibn-Muslim that Imam Muhammad Bāqir

(a.s.) and Hadrat Sạ̄diq (a.s.) , speaking about the phrase: "...but for those who have

faith, their love is more intensive " had said: " They are the progeny of Muhammad

((p.b.u.h.) ". (1

****
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بُابسْلاَْا مُهِِب  تْعََّطقَتَ  بَاذعَْلا وَ  اوُاَرَ  اوعُبََّتا وَ  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  اوعُِبُّتا  نَیذَّلا  اََّربَتَ  ذِْا   166

When would those that were followed disown those who followed and they ." 166
." would see the torment and their ties (between them) are cut asunder

Commentary: Verse 166

Beware who your leader is

Beware who your leader is and whose love you carry in your heart! Those of you who

love these tyrants and pay your affections to other than Allah, should know that they

(the tyrants) want you for their own interests in this world. Therefore, they abuse your

abilities and sincerity to obtain their own wishes, power and authority. But, on the

.Resurrection Day, they will avoid you and, hating you, will leave you alone

This meaning should also be noted that in Tafsīr-ul-Burhān and in the book ` Ikhtisās

', by Shaykh Mufīd, there are some traditions cited about the meaning of the phrase: "
when would those that were followed disown those who followed...". Among them,
there is a tradition from Imam Bāqir (a.s) who said: " By Allah, O' jābir, these are the

(leaders of transgressors and their means for injustice."(1

Beware of Whose Love You Carry in Your Heart

Therefore, in contrast with this group, as was referred in the previous verse, are the

truly faithful ones, who bear the intensive love in their heart for Allah. They love not

only the genuine leaders of the religion but also everything that Allah loves. The basic

reason for this is that every thing they love is only for gaining Allah's pleasure. Even

when they love their own family and issues, they love because it is their duty to do so

.as prescribed by Allah

****
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نَِم نَیجرِاخِب  مْهُام  مْهِْیلَعَ وَ  تٍارسـَحَ  مْهَُلامعْاَ  هُّللا  مُهِیرُی  کَِلذکـَ  اّنِم  اؤَُّربَتَ  امکَ  مْهُْنِم  اََّربَتَنَفَ  هًَّرکَ  اـنَل  َّناَ  وَْل  اوعُبََّتا  نَیذَّلا  لَاـق  167 وَ 
رِاّنلا

:And those who followed shall say ." 167

Had there been for us a return (to the world), then we would disown them even as ` 
.they have (now) disowned us

Thus Allah will show them their deeds; bitter regrets will be upon them.And never

." shall they get out of the Fire

Commentary: Verse 167

Following Unfaithful Leaders

These mislead followers, who see the unfaithfulness of their leaders so evident,
:console themselves by saying

Had there been for us a return (to the world), then we would disown them even as " 
. ..." they have (now) disowned us

But, what a pity! It is too late, because there is no possibility for them to return to life

.again

:Then, at the end of the verse, it says

.Thus Allah will show them their deeds; bitter regrets will be upon them "... 

." And never shall they get out of the Fire

Yes, they can afford nothing but sigh and regret bitterly. A regret for the wealth they

gathered but others took the benefit of it. A regret for the extraordinary opportunities

that they had had for attaining prosperity and being saved, but they missed them all

easily. A regret for adoring some incapable worthless leaders instead of adoring Allah,
.the Almighty

But, it is a vain regret, because it is neither the time of action nor the occasion for
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making up for the past. Nay! it is only the time of punishment and receiving the results

.of one's own deeds

According to some traditions, there are some different halts in the Hereafter. In a few

of these halts people cannot speak anything and silence dominates lips, where they

can merely look at others regretfully and shed tears. In some other of these halts,
there are people who ask
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each other for help, while some others curse and hate each other for their former

.deeds

The Cruel leaders Will Disown Their Faithful Followers

This verse indicates that at this time when the cruel leaders, who were adored, loved,
and followed formerly, here, disown their followers and accept no responsibility for

them. So, the followers disown them, too, and regret very much why they loved them,
supported them, and followed them. But they gained naught. They regret in heart and

express their regret by tongue in this manner that if they could return to life once

more, they would never follow them. They say that these people who are so disloyal

that they denounce their followers here on this Day (the Reckoning Day), they (the

followers), too, would denounce them if they could return to the world again. They

regret, but what is the use of this regret? It is of no use, and they cannot come out

.from the blazing Fire of Hell

****
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Section 21:Only lawful and clean food should be taken

Point

.Injunction about the use of food-stuff Blind following disallowed

Concealing of truth and corrupting the Word of God and bartering it for worldly gains

.amounts to the eating of Fire

نٌیبُم وٌّدُعَ  مْکَُل  هَُّنِا  نِاطْیَّشلا  تِاوطُخُ  اوعُِبَّتتَ  ابِّیطَ وَ لا  لاًلاحَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یف  امِّم  اوُلکُ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   168

نَومُلَْعتَ ام لا  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْاَ  ءِآشحْفَْلا وَ  ءِوُّسلاِب وَ  مْکُرُُمأْیَ  -ا  مَّنِا  169

O' mankind! eat of what is in the earth lawful and good; and do not follow the ." 168
.footsteps of Satan

." Surely he is a manifest foe for you

Verily, he (Satan) enjoins you evil acts and indecency and that you should speak . " 169
." against Allah what you know not

Commentary: Verses 168-169

Lawful and unlawful food

One of the signs of a complete religion is that it considers the usage of the unlawful

:food-stuffs a Satanic deed (as the Qur'ān says

intoxicants and games of chance... are an abomination of Satan's work...") (1) , and "...
the inappropriate avoidance of eating the lawful ones originated from the

temptations of Satan, (as the Qur'ān says: "...eat of what Allah has given you and do

(not follow the footsteps of Satan..."). (2

Stages of Satan's Invitations unto Temptation

:Therefore, in the current verse, too, it says

O' mankind! eat of what is in the earth lawful and good; and do not follow the " 
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. ..." footsteps of Satan
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In some of the historical narrations it is cited that a few of the Arab tribes had

unreasonably forbidden a part of their crops and their animals for themselves, where

they used to sometimes attribute those prohibitions to Allah. Then, the above verse

.was revealed to dismiss that ambiguity

Islam pays also specific attention to the material life of people. At the top of these

things is the food necessities about which there are found tens of Qur'ānic verses and

.hundreds of traditions in Islamic literature

One of the duties of prophets has been to define the lawful and unlawful edible

materials and drinks beside the introduction of the advantages and disadvantages of

each of them. This verse emphasizes that we have to consume from what is

:religiously lawful and pure /hạlāl/ on the earth

;..." O' mankind! eat of what is in the earth lawful and good " 

And that we must not prohibit ourselves from some things under the effect of the

:Satan's temptation, because it is certain that Satan is our open enemy

." and do not follow the footsteps of Satan. Surely he is a manifest foe for you "...

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has narrated a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: "

Worship of Allah is divided into seventy divisions, the best of which is earning a living

(lawfully."(1

Again, in another tradition, the very holy Imam, the fifth Imam, (a.s) has said: " He

who seeks for sustenance in this world in order to be independent of people for his

needs, to provide for his family members, and to stretch affection unto his

neighbours, will meet Allah, Almighty and Glorious, on the Day of Judgement while his

(face will be as bright as the full moon."(2

****

It is cited in Tafsīr-i-Rouh-ul-Bayān that Satan has some different stages in his

invitations unto temptations. At first, he invites to
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infidelity. If he fails in this phase, he invites to innovation. If he does not succeed, he

invites to lesser sins. Failing in these stages, Satan invites to doing good and lawful

.deeds instead of worshipping Allah

When he fails in this phase, too, he invites to performing worships with lower qualities

(than the noble ones in order to stop a person from promoting to higher degrees.(1

Thus, the statement of the verse is a warning against what Satan does and how he

:leads men astray by his different forms of evil whispers when the Qur'ān says

Verily, he (Satan) enjoins you evil acts and indecency and that you should speak " 
." against Allah what you know not

****
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نَودُتَهْیَ ائْیشَ وَ لا  نَوُلقِْعیَ  مْهُؤُابا لا  نَاک  وَْلوَاَ  انءَابا  هِْیلَعَ  انْیفَْلاَ  ام  -عُ  بَِّتَن لَْب  اوُلاق  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  ام  اوعُِبَّتا  مُهَُل  لَیق  اذِا  170 وَ 

نَوُلقِْعیَ مْهُفَ لا  یٌمْعُ  مٌکُْب  ٌّمصُ  ءًادِن  ءًاعدُ وَ  لاِّا  عُمَسْیَ  امِب لا  قُعِْنیَ  يذَّلا  لِثَمَکَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  لُثَمَ  171 وَ 

And when they are told: ` Follow what Allah has sent down,' they say: ` Nay! We . " 170
,' follow what we found our fathers upon

even though their fathers had no understanding of anything nor were they guided

." aright

And the parable of those who reject Faith is as the likeness of the one who . " 171
;shouts to that which hears no more than a call and a cry

.deaf, dumb, and blind (are they) wherefore they do not understand

Commentary: Verses 170-171

Blind following of the ancestors is condemned

Blind following of the ancestors is condemned The previous verse warned us to avoid

following the whispers and footsteps of Satan. Now, in this verse, one of the examples

:of those footsteps, which is the blind following of others, is pointed out. It says

:And when they are told " 

,' Follow what Allah has sent down ` 

,'..." they say: ` Nay! We follow what we found our fathers upon

They mean that they do not care what the verses of Allah say or the Messenger of

:Allah invites to. So, in answer to them, the Qur'ān says

even though their fathers had no understanding of anything nor were they guided ...
." aright

This statement refers to the fact that: if their fathers had no wisdom and

understanding by themselves nor had they accepted the godly guidance of the

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 913 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


prophets, then, would they follow their fathers
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yet? If their ancestors or the infidels themselves had wisdom or were guided, it would

.not matter, but it is not so

****

There are two comparisons in this verse: 1) the likening of the caller of Truth to a

shepherd; 2) the likening of infidels to some beasts that understand nothing from the

speech of the shepherd save a call and a cry. This simile has been confirmed in a

tradition by Imam Bāqir (a.s.), too. The parable means that the invitation of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from that faithless crowd to Truth and breaking the dam-like barrier

of blindly imitation, is similar to the person who shouts to a cattle of sheep or some

.animals in order to save them from danger but they do not understand this message

And the parable of those who reject Faith is as the likeness of the one who shouts to " 
; ..." that which hears no more than a call and a cry

Then, at the end of the verse, to emphasize more and to explain it more clearly, it

:adds

." deaf, dumb, and blind (are they) wherefore they do not understand "... 

****
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نَودُُبْعتَ هُاّیِا  مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  هِّلِل  اورُکُشْا  مْکُانْقزَرَ وَ  ام  تِابِّیطَ  نِْم  اوُلکُ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   172

O' you who have Faith! eat of the good things We have provided you with, and . " 172
." be grateful to Allah, if Him it is you worship

Commentary: Verse 172

Gratefullness

In this verse, too, Allah advises us to be grateful for using the blessings and bounties,
and thank Him. There is a tradition from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), cited in Tafsīr-us-̣
Sāfī, stating that Allah says that He creates people, but they worship other than Him;

.and, He provides (them) sustenance, but they thank others save Allah

It is made clear in this verse that we ought to eat from the good wholesome foods

.that Allah has provided us sustenance and be thankful to Him

O' you who have Faith! eat of the good things We have provided you with, and be " 
(grateful to Allah, ..."(1

.Intellect necessiates the act of thankfulness to the giver of a bounty, too

." if Him it is you worship "... 

However, being thankful to Allah is a means of continuity and abundancy of bounties.
.And, to be grateful to Allah is a sign of sincerity and the purity of one's Faith

It is narrated from Imam Hādī (a.s.) who said that the wrath of Allah encompasses

those who prohibit or deprive themselves from the godly lawful things and

(permissible deeds.(2

****
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رٌوفُغَ هَّللا  َّنِا  هِْیلَعَ  مَْثِا  لافَ  دٍاـع  ـلا  غٍاـب وَ  رَْیغَ  َّرطُضـْا  نِمَفَ  هِّللا  رِْیغَِل  هِب  َّلهـُِا  اـم  رِیزْنخِْلا وَ  مَحَْل  مََّدـلا وَ  هَتَْیمَْلا وَ  مُکُْیلَعَ  مََّرحَ  اـمَّنِا   173
مٌیحرَ

Verily, He has forbidden you only carrion, blood, swineflesh, and whatever has . " 173
.other (name) than Allah's been invoked upon it

But whoever is forced (by necessity), not desiring nor transgressing, no sin shall be on

." him; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: Verse 173

Point

Following the previous subject, this verse states that certain edible things are lawful

to eat, and we should not prohibit the lawful things of Allah to ourselves opinionatedly

and because of some vain imaginations. Yet, Allah has forbidden us carrion, blood,
swineflesh or the flesh of any animal slaughtered invoking the name of anybody else

:other than God, as it says

Verily, He has forbidden you only carrion, blood, swineflesh, and whatever has other " 
. ..." (name) than Allah's been invoked upon it

Logical Reasons for the Laws of prohibition of Particular Food

There are some logical and acceptable reasons cited for this Divine law of prohibition,
:of course. For example, it is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said

No one obtains anything from carrion but weakness of his body, decrease of his " 
strength, and cease of his offspring. And, the consumer of carrion dies not but by a

(sudden death. Those who consume blood (as food stuff) become hard-hearted. ..."(1

According to some hygienical advice, the flesh of swine is the carrier of two kinds of

microbes called tapeworms and trichina. (The latter is a very small nematode worm

trichinella, whose larvae infest the intestines and voluntary muscles of man, pigs etc.,
(. causing trichinosis
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Today, it is forbidden to use swineflesh even in some Eastern countries. In former

divine religions, such as the religion of the Jews, the flesh of swine has been held in
.great detestation. In the Bible, the sinners are also likened to swine

May eat Unlawful Food Only if Forced by Necessity

There is an exception, of course, where the term /qayrabāqin/ denotes not for

enjoyment but forced by unavoidable necessity, and term / `ādin / means without any

intention to revolt against the prescribed laws of Allah or not exceeding the bare limits

of the actual want or the bare necessity. If anybody under circumstances beyond his

control or forced by necessity, to save his life, takes such things, it will not be a sin

.upon him

But whoever is forced (by necessity), not desiring nor transgressing, no sin shall be "...
; ..." on him

:This permission is because of the Mercy and Grace of Allah, as the verse itself says

." surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful "...

It is cited in Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn in an expressive tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq

(a.s.) who said: " Whoever is forced (to eat) carrion or blood, or swineflesh and he

(avoids eating something of it until he dies, then he is an infidel."(1

:Explanations

Islam's attention to the problem of food-stuff

Islam has paid full attention to the problem of food-stuffs. It has frequently warned . 1
Muslims against the putrid, harmful, and unlawful food. The prohibition of swineflesh,
carrion and blood is found in four occurrences in the Qur'ān. The Messages of this

.prohibition were preached two times in Medina and two times in Mecca

Invoking Allah's name at the time of slaughtering animals

Considering Allah, and invoking His name at the time of slaughtering animals, is . 2
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necessary. This is to warn us to know and be aware that everything belongs to Allah

.and therefore, none of our deeds should be done out of the circle of theism

Islam, a complete and an easy religion

Islam is a complete and an easy religion. It stops in no . 3

p: 55
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circumstance. Every ritual duty or religious prohibition can be changed when there is
.emergency

'Do not misuse the exception made for 'necessary circumstances

.No one must misuse the necessary circumstances in this respect . 4

:General Conclusion

Here in this verse, and in the similar other verses of the Qur'ān, is laid down the

principle of the Islamic law to be observed under normal conditions and the law of

.exception for the state of emergency

The things forbidden under normal conditions may be permissible in the emergency.
The spirit of the law to be observed in both the cases is the sense of obedience, and

sticking to the prescribed limits. Under no circumstances any revolt against any law is
.allowed

p: 56
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هُّللا مُهُمُِّلکَُی  رَاّنلا وَ لا  َّلاِا  مْهِِنوطُُب  یف  نَوُلکُأْیَ  ام  کَِئ  - لوُا لاًیلقَ  اـنمََث  هِب  نَورُتَشْیَ  بِاـتکِْلا وَ  نَِم  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  اـم  نَومُُتکْیَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا   174
مٌیلاَ بٌاذعَ  مْهَُلوَ  مْهِیکّزَُی  هِمَایقْلا وَ لا  مَوْیَ 

رِاّنلا یلَعَ  مْهُرَبَصْاَ  امفَ  هِرَفِْغمَْلاِب  بَاذعَْلا  يدهُْلاِب وَ  هََللاَّضلا  اوُرَتَشْا  نَیذَلا  کَِئ  - لوُا  175

دٍیعَب قٍاقشِ  یفَل  بِاتکِْلا  یِف  اوفُلَتَخْا  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  ِّقحَْلاِب وَ  بَاتکِْلا  لََّزَن  هَّللا  َّناَِب  کَِلذ   176

Surely those who conceal any part of the Book which Allah has sent down (to . " 174
them), and sell it for a small price they shall eat naught but Fire into their bellies, and

Allah will not speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them, and

." theirs will be a painful punishment

Those are they who have bought error for guidance and punishment for . " 175
! " forgiveness; how they shall endure the Fire

This is because Allah has sent down the Book with the Truth; and surely those . " 176
." who differ in the Book are in flagrant schism

Commentary: Verses 174-176

Prophet Muhammad's (p.b.u.h.) advent recited by the Jews

Before the advent of the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), the Jewish scholars used to

tell their people about that happy advent and described the signs of that promised

.Prophet for them from the Torah

But as soon as the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) was divinely appointed and announced

his Call, they did not confess the prophethood of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) for they

thought they would lose their position, wealth, etc. It was why they neglected every

thing and concealed the
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Truth. Such people, by concealing the fact, might remain in their position receiving

some presents and gifts for a length of time but this is a little price comparing to that

.great sin of theirs

Surely those who conceal any part of the Book which Allah has sent down (to them), " 
- ..." and sell it for a small price

What they take and eat in this bargain is naught, indeed, but Fire. This meaning is

similar to the content of the verse where eating the wealth of orphans is likened to

:Fire, too, as if they ate Fire in their bellies. (1)So, it says

, ..." they shall eat naught but Fire into their bellies "...

Results of Barring the Truth

On the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not speak to these people mercifully, while the

believers can speak with Him then. This talk, of course, may be either through some

waves created in the space, or by inspiration and the mute tongue of the heart. On

.that Day all believing people can become interlocutors of Allah

Those persons, who tried to bar the influence of the sound of truth from reaching the

ears of people, have shut, in fact, the way of the speech of Allah on the Reckoning Day

to themselves. They will not hear a word of kindness, but hear the word of wrath in
:Hell, being addressed with words such as

(Go away into it and speak not (to Me) ...".(2 " 

Allah will not purify them from their sins then, because there will be a painful

.punishment prepared for them as a result of their evil actions in this world

and Allah will not speak to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify them, "...
." and theirs will be a painful punishment

:Explanations

Selling Faith is a loss
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Selling Faith, in any case and rate, is a loss and the obtained price is a little: "...and . 1
-". sell it for a small price

Unlawful food or drinks will incarnate in the form of Fire

The unlawful food or drinks of this world will incarnate in the . 2
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 ...". form of Fire in the Hereafter, "...but Fire

Punishment should be appropriate to the crime

Punishment should be appropriate to the crime. Those who bar the way of reaching . 3
the word of Allah for people to hearken in this world, must be deprived from the

.pleasure of hearing the speech of Allah in the next world

Concealing the truth

Concealing the truth is not only about the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Those who conceal . 4
the truth about the true successors of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), receive the

same punishment, too. That is, those who have hidden the announcement of the

Messenger of Allah in Qadīr-i-Khum and obliterated it from their history and

commentary books and perverted the process of the verses of the Qur'ān with their

own justifications in order to mislead Muslims towards some particular ones other

.than the immaculate Imams, have concealed the Truth, too

****

Those who conceal the Truth are some persons who exchange misguidance for

.guidance and punishment for forgiveness

Those are they who have bought error for guidance and punishment for " 
, ..." forgiveness

Do they not know that they somehow share with the corruption and aberration of

mankind throughout history by their action when they conceal the Truth? Do they

 ? think that they are able to bear the punishment of Allah

! " how they shall endure the Fire "... 

It is narrated in a tradition that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), speaking with Ali-ibn-Abī-
Tālib (a.s.), said: " The worst of men is he who sells his coming world for his present

life, and more evil than this is the one who sells his coming world for the present life of
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(someone else."(1

****
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The people who conceal the Truth are severely warned and threatened with Divine

punishments, because Allah has sent down the Book so clearly and reasonably that no

.doubt or ambiguity remains for anyone

; ..." This is because Allah has sent down the Book with the Truth " 

Yet, there are some people who, to protect their personal interests, take action in

justification and falsification of the concepts of the revealed Book and cause people to

differ in it. In this way, they intend to gain some profits without any due, or unlawfully.
:Then, Allah, introducing them, says

." and surely those who differ in the Book are in flagrant schism "...

****
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Section 22: Genuine Righteousness, Retaliation and Bequest

Point

یتَا نَّیِبَّنلا وَ  بِاتکِْلا وَ  هِکَِئلمَْلا وَ  رِخِلاْا وَ  مِوْیَْلا  هِّللاِب وَ  نَمَا  نْمَ  َّرِبْلا  َّنکِلوَ  بِرِْغمَْلا  قِرِشـْمَْلا وَ  لَبَِق  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اوُّلوَُت  نْاَ  َّرِبْلا  سَْیَل   177
نَوُفومُْلا هَوکَّزلا وَ  یتَا  هَولَّصلا وَ  مَاقاَ  بِاقِّرلا وَ  یِف  نَیلِئاـسْلا وَ  لِـیبَّسلا وَ  نَْبا  نَیکاـسمَْلا وَ  یماـتیَْلا وَ  یبرْقُْلا وَ  يوِذَ  هِّبحُ  یلَعَ  لَاـمْلا 

نَوقَُّتمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئ  - لوُا اوُقدَصَ وَ  نَیذَّلا  کَِئ  - لوُا سِأْبَْلا  نَیح  ءِآرَّّضلا وَ  ءِآسأْبَْلا وَ  یفَ  نَیرِباصّلا  اودُهَاع وَ  اذِا  مْهِدِهْعَِب 

It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards the East and the West, . " 177
,but righteous is he who believes in Allah, the Last Day

the angels, the Book, and the Apostles, and for the love of Him gives (of) his wealth,
although he likes it, to the kindred, the orphans, the needy, the travellers, beggars

and for the (emancipation of) slaves, and keeps up the prayer, and pays the poor-
(; rates (zakāt

and those who fulfil their promise whenever they make a promise, and are patient in
distress, adversity, and in the time of war, these are they who are the truthful (in Faith

." verbally and actually) and these are the pious ones

Commentary: Verse 177

Faith and its effects

The Faith of a person in Allah causes him to be humble before Him and to stand firm,
with no obedience, before tyrants; where the Faith in Resurrection creates eyesight

and magnanimity; and Faith in

p: 61
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angels refers to the existence of belief in the processes of supernatural including the

.Faith in revelation, Providence, etc

Faith in prophets is a belief in a straight way and true guidance existing throughout

history. It is an evidence leading to the fact that Man has never been aimless and

.absolutely free in this world

It is not righteousness that you turn your faces towards the East and the West, but " 
righteous is he who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the

, ..." Apostles

The Qur'ānic phrases: " gives (of) his wealth " indicates the assistance and humanity

of believers; " keep up the prayer " refers to the direct link with Allah; " pay the poor-
rates (zakāt) " leads to planning the social life for solving the problem of different

;layers of the society

 " Those who fulfil their promise whenever they make a promise " 

strengthens the coherence and connection between people; and the concept of " are

.patient " is an active factor in Man to become persevering and stable

and for the love of Him gives (of) his wealth, although he likes it, to the kindred, the "... 
,orphans

the needy, the travellers, beggars and for the (emancipation of) slaves, and keeps up

(; the prayer, and pays the poor-rates (zakāt

and those who fulfil their promise whenever they make a promise, and are patient in
distress, adversity, and in the time of war, these are they who are the truthful (in Faith

." verbally and actually) and these are the pious ones

:Explanations

Acting according to this verse is equivalent wirh complete Faith

This verse is one of the most consistent verses of the Qur'ān. It is cited in Al-Mīzān, - 1
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Commentary, that the Messenger of Allah said in a tradition that everyone who acts

(according to this verse has a complete Faith.(1

We should heed the content and essence of the religion rather than to go after the-2
mere mottoes, which hold us back from the main

p: 62
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.godly aims

Those who claim faith and those who practice it

The number of those who claim Faith is very large, but the true believers, who - 3
follow all the details of this verse, are a particular small group: " These are they who

...".

Belief in Allah, Resurrection and revealed Book

Belief in Allah, Resurrection and revealed Book is mentioned before the fulfilment - 4
.of the righteous deeds

In this verse, the act of attachment to Allah " Faith in Allah ", and connecting with - 5
the poor and deprived people, and also social aids upon accidents and afflictions have

.been stated together, one after another, in the verse

Reaching a true piety, donations to the poor

For reaching a true piety, donation in both obligatory and non-obligatory forms are - 6
necessary. There are some people who sometimes help the poor while they do not

pay their religious obligatory payments. There are also some other believing people

who pay their obligatory payments but are often indifferent to the poor and the

deprived. Here , in this verse, the true pious believers are introduced as those who

.pay both their obligatory alms and recommended donations; as well

 ". and for the love of Him gives (of) his wealth "... 

Regarding this meaning, that is why that some Islamic narrations say that in the

wealth of the rich, besides the poor-rates, there is a portion for the deprived and the

(poor.(1

And also, the one who goes to bed while he is satiated but someone in his

(neighbourhood is hungry, has faith neither in Allah nor in the Hereafter. (2

Therefore, to feel responsibility for the hungry people, is a duty on us, whether we
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.have paid the obligatory alms or not

Patience and perseverance

:It is necessary to show patience and perseverance in all the followings - 7

.Being patient and firm in facing with poverty and afflictions

.To show patience and endurance in having ailments

.To be patient in battle and at the time of Holy War

However, patience is the cause of all virtues. So, the Qur'ān

p: 63
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introduces patience as one of the factors for entering Heaven, where it says: " These

shall be rewarded with high places because they were patient, ..."(1)These are given

high positions as a reward for the patience they had, while some others are honoured

by angels in Heaven with these words: " Peace be on you because you were constant,
(..."(2

And, one of the conditions of obtaining the position of Imamate is to be patient, as the

Qur'ān says: " And We made of them Imams to guide by Our command when they

(were patient, ..." (3

Righteous

The application of the term /birr/ (righteous) is similar to the application of honey. - 8
Whoever or whatever is very sweet and wholesome is likened to honey. Then,
whosoever is very good and benevolent is called ` righteous '; viz. , such a one is

.absolutely a right-doer

****
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Verses 178-179, Arabic; English Translation

ْ ءٌ یْـش هِیخاَ  نِْم  هَُل  یَفِعُ  نْمَفَ  یثْنلاُْاب  یثْنلاُْا  دِْـبعَْلاِب وَ  دُْـبعَْلا  ِّرحُْلاِب وِ  ُّرحُْلا  یلَْتقَْلا  یِف  صُاصقِْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  اـی   178
مٌیلاَ بٌاذعَ  هُلَفَ  کَِلذ  دَْعَب  يدتَعْا  نِمَفَ  هٌمَحْرَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  فٌیفخْتَ  کَِلذ  نٍاسحْاِِب  هِْیَلِا  ءٌآداَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب وَ  عٌابِّتافَ 

نَوقَُّتتَ مْکَُّلعََل  بِابْللاَْا  یِلوُا  آی  هٌویحَ  صِاصقِْلا  یِف  مْکَُلوَ   179

O' you who have Faith! Retaliation (Qisạ̄s)̣ is prescribed for you in the matter of . " 178
:the (unlawfully) murdered

.the freeman for the freeman,the slave for the slave,the female for the female

But for him who is forgiven somewhat by his (aggrieved religious) brother, then

prosecution (for blood-wit) should be made according to a fair manner (ma`rūf) and

.let the payment be made to him with kindliness

;This is an alleviation from your Lord, and a mercy

." so whoever transgresses the limits after this, he shall have a painful punishment

And in (the law of) retaliation there is (saving of) life for you, O' people of . " 179
(." understanding, so that you may guard yourselves (against evil

:Occasion of Revelation

The custom in the Age of Ignorance among some Arabs was so that when an

individual was murdered from their tribe, they would decide to kill as many members

from the murderer's tribe as they could. That thought was so harsh that they were

ready to destroy even the entire people of the murderer's tribe for only a single

murder. Then, the above verse was sent down and announced the just law of

(. retaliation, (Qisạ̄s ̣

This Islamic decree was, indeed, a medial status between the two different

injunctions which were current at that time. Before the

p: 65

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 935 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


revelation of this ordinance of Islam, some people considered retaliation necessary,
with no changes, so that nothing else was permissible to substitute it, while some

other groups believed that only the rule of blood-wit should be followed. So, Islam

decreed the law of retaliation in the case of the discontent of the heirs of the

.murdered, and blood-wit when both parties agree upon it

Commentary: Verses 178-179

:Saving of Life in Retaliation

Point

From this verse on, in the current Sura, a series of decrees and ordinances of Islam

.are stated and completed

At first, it begins with the protection of the value of blood which is an extraordinary

important problem in social connections. Through this verse, Islam makes all the

:concerning old customs invalid. The Qur'ān, addressing the believers, says

O' you who have Faith! Retaliation (Qisạ̄s)̣ is prescribed for you in the matter of the " 
: ..." (unlawfully) murdered

The Holy Qur'ān, in the case of some indispensible commands, sometimes makes use

of the phrase: " It is prescribed for you " to state the matter. The above verse, for

example, is an instance of this application where the coming verses, which speak

about ` making bequest ' and ` fasting ', are other ones. In any case, this particular

phrase makes the importance and emphasis of the theme clear, because those

matters are always written that, from any point of view, have reached to the state of

.positiveness, and are earnest

As it was pointed out in the occasion of revelation, these verses, with the application

of the term retaliation and in order to moderate the intemperances which the Age of

Ignorance fulfilled about murder, show that the heirs of the murdered are rightful to

accomplish, against the murderer, exactly the same that that person has committed
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.upon the murdered

But the Qur'ān does not suffice only to this amount. In this very verse, it exposes the

problem of equality to discussion with a particular explicitness where it continues

:saying

p: 66
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. ..." the freeman for the freeman, the slave for the slave, the female for the female "...

Allah willing, we will explain that this idea is not an evidence, as some have

considered, for the superiority of the male-blood to the female-blood, and that a male

murderer, under certain conditions, can be punished by the law of retaliated for the

.murder of a woman

Then, to make it clear that the subject of retaliation is merely a right for the heirs of

the murdered and it is not a convincing ordinance for them when they can simply

forgive the murderer, if they wish, and take a blood-wit, or even, they can take no

:blood-wit at all, it immediately adds

But for him who is forgiven somewhat by his (aggrieved religious) brother, then "... 
prosecution (for blood-wit) should be made according to a fair manner (ma`rūf) and

. ..." let the payment be made to him with kindliness

Thus, on one hand, the avengers of blood are advised not to be immoderate in taking

a blood-price if they dispense with retaliation, and take the blood-wit with a fair price

and according to what Islam has appointed and also by installments so that the party

.be able to pay it

And, on the other hand, through the sentence: "...let the payment be made to him with

kindness ", it recommends the murderer to pay the blood-price in a right style and

without any negligence so that his debt be entirely paid on time. Therefore, the Qur'ān

.has defined the duty of each party and how they should treat to each other

At the end of the verse, for emphasis and to attract the attentions to the fact that

transgressing the limits of Allah, from the side of whoever it may be, deserves a

:severe punishment, it says

This is an alleviation from your Lord, and a mercy; so whoever transgresses the "... 
." limits after this, he shall have a painful punishment

 ', This equitable command for ` retaliation ' and ` forgiveness
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which makes up a quite, logical manly assemblage, condemns, on one hand, the

wrong method of the Ignorance Age which considered no equality in retaliation and,
similar to the tyrants of this very age of space, sometimes killed hundreds of people in

excuse of the murder of
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.one person

And, on the other hand, it does not shut the door of pardon to people. In the

meantime, it does not lower the respect of blood, and does not allow murderers to

become bold and presumptuous. And also, thirdly, it announces that neither of the

two parties are permitted to transgress the limits after accepting the principle of

pardon and blood-wit. This command was issued in spite of the old custom of the

Ignorant tribes where the heirs of the murdered might kill the murderer even after

.forgiving him and taking the blood-wit

****

Answers to Questions Regarding Retaliation

The next verse, in a short but very expressive sentence, answers a great deal of

questions in regards to the problem of retaliation. It says " And in (the law of)
,retaliation there is (saving of) life for you, O' people of understanding

(." so that you may guard yourselves (against evil

This verse, which in the Qur'ānic text consists of ten particles, is expressed in utmost

eloquence and clarity. It is so interesting that its first phrase has become as an Islamic

motto used by common Muslim people. It clearly shows that Islamic law of retaliation

is not for revenging at all, but it is a door-way to life for men to let them continue

.living

Retaliation, on one hand, guards the safety of the life of the society, because if the

ordinance of retaliation were not in any form at all, the hard-hearted persons would

feel security and, consequently, the lives of people would be in danger. The evidence

for this is the countries wherein the law of retaliation has been nullified and the

.number of murders and crime has incredibly increased

On the other hand, the law of retaliation causes the life of a homicidal person be

saved since it prevents him considerably from the thought of murder and brings him
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.under control

For the sake of the necessity of equality and order, the law of retaliation is a hinder

against the frequent slaughters and puts an end to the customs of some Ignorant

tribes in which a single murder has been the pretext of several murders and the

latter, in turn, has been the cause
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of further slaughters, too. By this way, the law of retaliation has also stopped some of

.those homicides and caused a few societies continue to live peacefully

Regarding the fact that it is only in the absence of pardon that the ordinance of

retaliation can be executed, the existence of the Islamic law of retaliation, in general,
.is also another phase opened to life and living

The concluding phrase which says: "... so that you may guard yourselves (against evil)
" completes this wise ordinance of Islam. This meaning is also considered as a

.warning which halts or retards any oppression and transgression

Retaliation and Pardon, a Complete Assemblage

Islam, in all respects, follows the problems inclusively and with their proper practical

aspects. It has stated the right perfect idea about the proposition of unlawfully

murdered, far from any injustice or excessive progressiveness. This Islamic law is

similar neither to the perverted Jewish law, which emphasizes only on mere

retaliation, nor to the present Christianity, which advises its followers to pave only the

way of either pardon or compensation; because the latter causes to embolden the

.homicides and the former can become a factor of harsh vengeance and brutality

Suppose that the murdered and the murderer be two brothers, or they have some

background of friendship or social connections. In this case, bonding to retaliation,
may produce a new additional grievance for the family of the murdered, especially

when the concerning people are full of human love and affection, then, forcing them

to execute the act of retaliation, itself, can be considered another grief and torture

upon them. On the other hand, limiting the law to pardon and compensation alone,
.also makes the corruptive people bolder

This is why Islam has decreed the law of retaliation as the main ordinance and, to

.moderate it, has added the ordinance of pardon beside it and along with it

In other words, the heirs of the murdered are rightful to choose one of the following

:varieties
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The execution of retaliation - 1
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.To pardon without taking any blood-wit - 2

To pardon with taking the blood-wit. (In this case, of course, the consent of the - 3
.( murderer is also necessarily considered

Other Questions Concerning Retaliation Addressed

:Explanations

It is possible that some groups object that the command in the verses of retaliation is
that a ` man ' should not be killed for the murder of a ` woman ', then, what is the

difference between the life of a man and that of a woman? Why should a male not be

killed under the punishment of the law of retaliation for the slaughter of an innocent

female, a gender (i.e. the feminine gender) that forms half of the population over the

 ? earth

The answer to this question is that: the verse does not mean a ` male ' should not be

retaliated against by capital punishment for a ` female '. But according to what is

detailed in the books of Islamic jurisprudence, the heirs of the murdered woman can

punish the male-murderer by the law of retaliation (i.e. capital punishment) on

.condition that they pay half of the blood-price

In other words, the purpose of the lack of retaliation (Qisạ̄s)̣ of a ` man ' for the

slaughter of a ` woman ' is a retaliation without any condition; but his killing is

.permissible, of course, when half of the blood-price is paid

No explanation is necessary here that the payment of the aforementioned sum for

the execution of the punishment under the law of retaliation does not mean that a

woman, from the point of philanthropy, is lower than a man, or a female is less dear

than a male. This is, indeed, absolutely a wrong and illogical imagination. The

apparent form of the term ` blood-price ' may have been the origin of the appearance

of this imagination. The act of the payment of the half sum of blood-price is only for

the compensation of the loss that the man's family members suffer from his capital

.punishment by the law of retaliation
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The expansion of the explanation is that: males are usually the effective financial

factor of their families. It is often men, in families, who earn a living and pay money

for the expenditures, in general, and
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run the economical affairs therein. Therefore, the difference between a man and a

woman, from the point of economy and finance in their own family, is quite clear to

everybody. If this difference be not observed, the remaining family members and the

innocent children of the murdered man have surely to suffer an amount of

unreasonable financial damage. Hence, Islam, with the rule of the payment of half of

the blood-wit for the punishment of a ` man ' by the law of retaliation, has considered

the rights of all members, and prevented the unforgivable injury and stroke that a

family may be given. Islam never lets the rights of some individuals, such as the

children of the person who has been punished by the law of retaliation, be trod under

 '. the pretext of the term ` equality

It is possible, of course, that some women earn a living in their own family better than

men there. But we know that a law or an ordinance does not turn around the pivot of

.an individual, and we must compare the totality of men with the totality of women

Another point that attracts the attention, and is understood from the phrase " by his

brother ", is that Islam strengthens the relation of brotherhood between its followers

so firm that even after the illegitimate shedding of blood it is still valid. So, to

encourage the heirs of the murderer to forgiveness and moderation, and also to put

their affection in motion, Islam introduces them as the brothers of the murderer. And,
this meaning is both surprising and interesting. The mentioned situation, of course, is
about those murderers who have taken action in this great heinous sin under the

force of emotion, wrath, and the like of them, and the murderers have also become

regretful and repented of their wrong action. But, the murderers who are proud of

their crime and, with no regret or repentance, boast about it, are neither worthy of

.the appellation of ` bretheren ' nor are they eligible for pardon

****
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نَیقَّتمُْلا یلَعَ  اقّحَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  نَیبرَْقلاَْا  نِْیدَِلاوْلِل وَ  هَُّیصِوَْلا  اًرْیخَ  كَرَتَ  نِْا  تُوْمَْلا  مُکُ  دَحَاَ  رَضَحَ  اذِا  مْکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ   180

مٌیلعَ عٌیمسَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هَُنوُلِّدبَُی  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  هُمُْثِا  آمَّناِفَ  هُعَمِسَ  ام  هَُلَّدَب  نْمَفَ   181

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هِْیلَعَ  مَْثِا  لافَ  مْهُنَْیَب  حَلَصْاَفَ  امْثِا  وْاَ  افنَجَ  صٍوُم  نِْم  فَاخ  نْمَفَ   182

It is prescribed for you, when death approaches (any) one of you, and if he . " 180
leaves behind wealth for parents and near relatives that he makes a bequest in a fair

." manner (this is) a duty (incumbent) on the pious ones

Whoever then changes it (the bequest) after he has heard it, the sin thereof shall . " 181
.be on those who change it

." Surely Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

But if any one fears injustice or sin on the part of a testator, and establishes . " 182
;agreement among them (the parties concerned), then there is no sin upon him

." surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: Verses 180-181

Bequest in a Fair Manner

Point

The speech in former verses was about problems such as life, murder, murdered, and

retaliation, while in these verses a part of the ordinances of bequest in relation with

:the financial affairs is referred to, where it says

It is prescribed for you, when death approaches (any) one of you, and if he leaves " 
behind wealth for parents and near relatives that he makes
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 ..." a bequest in a fair manner

:Then, at the end of the verse, it adds

." this is) a duty (incumbent) on the pious ones "... )

Bequest should not be considered as a bad omen. Some persons think that bequest is
a sign of death or passing away soon, while bequest is a kind of providence and

farsightedness. So, if the verse tells us to leave a bequest at the presence of death by

saying: " When death approaches (any) one of you, ...", it is for the reason that those

moments are the last occasions; else, an individual can lay down a bequest years

.before the time of death

Some Islamic groups have considered the bequest an obligatory ordinance, but as it is
understood from the phrase "...(this is) a duty on the pious ones " this action is

.voluntary, otherwise it would say: this is a duty on the believers

According to the attitudes of the Islamic commentators and jurisprudents, leaving a
bequest is, of course, incumbent when the one is in debt to people or there is a

religious duty upon the one which must be fulfilled. These duties may be such as: one

fifth levy (khums), poor-tax (zakāt), performance of pilgrimage (Hajj), etc., and in

.other ordinary cases, similar to them, leaving a bequest is emphatically praiseworthy

By the way, in this verse, the Arabic term ` khayr ' has been applied for ` wealth ' to

make it manifest that Islam knows wealth a good thing and a blessing from Allah

when it has been earned in a lawful way and is spent alongside the path of the help

and benefit of people. This idea nullifies the wrong attitudes of those who think of

wealth substantially as a bad thing. Islam hates those deviated pretenders to piety

who have not recognized the spirit of Islam and think of Islamic piety as a quality

equivalent to poverty. The wrong thought and behaviour of such apparent believers

cause the stagnation of some Islamic societies and, consequently, the development

.of the exploiters

In the meanwhile, this very meaning of the verse is a slight hint to the idea that the
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logical abundance of wealth is lawful in Islam. The evidence is that the unlawful

wealth that a person leaves behind in this
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.world is not ` fair ', but it is adversity and evil

Some Islamic traditions indicate that the word `khayr', here, refers to the

considerable wealth that needs being bequeathed. Therefore the inconsiderable

properties, which the heirs can divide between themselves according to the canonical

law of heritage, need not be bequeathed. In other words, a small amount of wealth is
(not something that one separates one third of it to leave a bequest for.(1

The phrase: "...when death approaches (any) one of you," is for the statement of the

last opportunity available for leaving down a bequest so that if it be postponded, it

may be missed. At any rate, it is fairly appropriate that we, having forethought and

utilizing our opportunity, prepare ourselves by writing down our bequest. This

manner, as it is understood from the Islamic literature, not only is good but also quite

.admirable

The Messenger of Allah said: " Whosoever dies and has left a bequest, has died as a
martyr."(2) This meaning is considerably mentioned in some other traditions, too.
Then, it is from improvidence of a person who imagines that leaving a bequest is a

bad omen through which a person pushes his death forward. But, bequeathing is a

kind of undeniable factual farsightedness which, although it might not prolong the

.longevity, will surely never shorten the life time

Bequest restricted with the term / bil ma`rūf / (in a fair manner) shows that a bequest

must be reasonable in all respects. It should be done in a fair manner both from the

point of amount of wealth and in respect of the person to whom the bequest is

addressed, so that customary law and common-sense know it rationally a good

action; not a sort of unjust discrimination which usually causes conflicts and deviation

.from the limits of justice and truth

****

When a bequest contains all the abovementioned qualities, it is respectable and

sacred in all aspects. Hence, any change or conversion in it is forbidden and is counted

unlawful (hạrām), as the verse itself
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:says

Whoever then changes it (the bequest) after he has heard it, the sin thereof shall be " 
. ..." on those who change it

And, if they imagine that Allah does not know their plots, they are intensively in err, as

:it says

." Surely Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing "...

This verse may also point to this fact that the wrong actions committed by the

executor of testament never nullifies the reward of the testator. When such an evil

happens, the sin is only upon the executor of testament who has changed something

from the quality or quantity of the testament or has interfered with the fundamentals

of the testament itself. Yet, the testator will obtain his own concerned godly reward

.whether the testament that he has left be changed later, in any form, or not

Another probability has also been cited in the commentary of the verse. It says that

the purpose is: when the property of the dead, as the result of the wrong actions of

the executor of testament intentionally is given to some ones who are not deserving

of it, (and they are not aware of that wrong action), there is no sin on them. So the sin

.is only on the executor of testament who deliberately has committed such a wrong

It should be also noted that there is no contradiction between these two

.commentaries, and both can be gathered from the meaning of the verse

****

Circumstances Under Which Bequests can be Changed

So far, concerning this Islamic decree, it has become quite clear that any change, of

any kind and of any amount, in testaments is a sin. But, since there may be exceptions

:in a law or ordinance, then, in the last verse of this group of verses, it says

But if any one fears injustice or sin on the part of a testator, and establishes " 
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agreement among them (the parties concerned), then there is no sin upon him; surely

." Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Thus, the exception is only due to the instances where the testament has not been

arranged properly. It is only in this status that a
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change made by the executor of testament is permissible. Then, if the testator is still

alive, the executor must notify him/her of that intention to change the testament, but

if the testator has passed away, the executor takes action on changing it himself. This

situation, from the point of the Islamic jurisprudence, is restricted to the following

:cases

When the testator has bequeathed more than one third of his total wealth. . 1
According to the Islamic literature based on the traditions narrated from the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Immaculate Imams (Ahlul-Bayt) (a.s.), a person can make a
bequest on his wealth only up to one third of it, since more than that is not religiously

(permissible in Islam.(1

Therefore, making bequest over the entire property benevolently for good intentions,
which is common among some unaware people, is, regarding the Islamic laws,
perfectly wrong. So, the duty is upon the executor of the bequest to decrease it up to

.one third of the remaining wealth

If the testator has bequeathed something of sin, transgression, and evil to be . 2
performed, it is upto the executor to change it. For example, when the testator makes

bequest that a part of his wealth be spent on the spread and development of some

mischievous centers, or, also, when the bequest causes a necessary duty to be

.abandoned unreasonably, the executor is allowed to change it

When something of the bequest brings about means of conflict, corruption, or blood . 3
shedding, in this case, the circumstance should be adjusted under the direction of the

.Islamic judge

By the way, the Arabic term /janaf/, which means a deviation from the path of Justice

and a unilateral inclination, hints to the deviations that seize the testator

.unconsciously; while the term /'im/ (sin) refers to the intended deviations

The final phrase of the verse which says: "... Surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " may

point to the fact that if the executor of testament effectively removes or improves the

wrong that the testator has done and returns him to the right way, Allah forgives him,
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.too
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:Explanation

:The Philosophy of Testament

Regarding the law of heritage, only a particular group of relatives, and with a definite

portion, inherit the wealth. This situation may be in the case that some other near and

far relatives, or some of the close friends and local people, are in dire need of some

.financial aid

In addition to that, sometimes it happens that the religiously ordained portion,
ordained concerning the amount of heritage, is not sufficient to supply the needs of

.some heirs

The inclusiveness of the Islamic laws does not let these gaps be left unfilled. So, it has

issued the law of testament alongside the law of heritage. It lets Muslims decide on

.one third of their wealth to be spent after their death in a manner they like

Besides that, sometimes a person wishes to do some good actions, but during his life-
time he is not able to perform them, because of some financial necessities that he

has. The logic of intellect demands that he decides on a part of the wealth, that he has

suffered to earn during his life, to be spent on these good affairs after his death, at

.least, and not to be deprived of them

All these circumstances have caused that the law of testament be decreed in Islam,
." and it has been emphasized with the phrase: " (this is a duty on the pious ones

Testament is not restricted only to the above mentioned aspects, of course, but a

person should explain all his debts to people, the deposits that others have given him

to charge of, and the like of them in the testament so clearly that there may remain

no ambiguous subject concerning the rights of men or the rights of Allah which have

.been upon him

In Islamic literature, testament is frequently emphasized on. For example, a tradition

narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says: " It is not appropriate for a Muslim

believer to sleep at night except that his
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(testament is under his head."(1

The phrase ` under his head ', mentioned in the above tradition, is, of course, for

.emphasis and the purpose is that he must always be prepared in this respect

Justice in Testament

Taking the abovementioned explanation about the lack of transgression in testament

in mind, there are many traces in Islamic traditions emphasizing upon the lack of `

transgression ' and ` damage ' in testament which, on the whole, indicate that as

much as making a testament is a good and worthy deed, the same quality

.transgression in it is blameworthy and counted among grievous sins

Imam Muhammad Bāqir (a.s.), in a tradition, says: " He who regards justice in his

testament is like the person who has given the same amount as charity (in the way of

Allah) during his own life; but the one who treats unfair in his testament will meet Allah

(on the Day of Judgement while He will have turned away His Grace from him."(2

Transgression, treating unfair, and damage in testament is that a person bequeathes

more than one third of his wealth and deprives the heirs from their religiously lawful

rights. Or, he may make some undue distinctions for the sake of his unreasonable

loves and hatreds. In the cases that the heirs are in dire need, even, the

recommendation is that bequeathing one third of the wealth be decreased to a

(quarter or one fifth of the wealth. (3

When we study the Islamic narrations and the statements of the leaders of Islam in
relation to the subject, we understand the emphasis and importance that they have

considered for the existence of Justice in testament. The following tradition is one of

:the concerning instances

Once at the time of revelation, one of the men from the Ansār tribe passed away. He

had some little children, but he had spent his wealth on the path of Allah in a manner

that there remained no more
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property from him. When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) became aware of it, he asked: " What

did you do with that man? " Then, the people thereby answered that they had buried

him. The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: "If I had been informed of it before, I would not

have permitted you to bury him in the graveyard of Muslims, because he has left his

." little children reduced to beggary

Bequest, Obligatory or Recommended

As it was said before, making testament, in essence, is among the emphatically

recommended actions, but sometimes it becomes obligatory for some people. For

instance, when a person has neglected or failed to pay the godly obligatory rights, or

there are some things with him belonging to people, (formerly deposited to him), and

the one thinks that their rights may be transgressed if he does not bequeath, then

bequeathing is obligatory. More important than that is when the position of a person

in a society is so that if he does not make a bequest it is probable that the safe system

of that society or their religion be inflicted an irreparable severe blow upon. So, in all

.of these circumstances, it is obligatory to bequeath

Bequest, is Changeable During the Life

The testator is not restricted by Islam to what he has bequeathed himself. A person is
allowed to review the amount, the manner, and the executor of the bequest as long

as he is alive, because when the time passes, circumstances may vary and his

.attitudes upon the aforementioned subjects change, too

This point is also necessary to be mentioned that we must make use of bequest as a
means of repairing our former shortcomings, in a manner that even if some of our

relatives had shown unkindness to us, we dispaly affection to them by the way of

testament. It is cited in some Islamic narrations that the leaders of Islam bequeathed

some money especially for those relatives who were not kind to them in order to

.attract their affection again
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Section 23:Fasting during Ramadān Rights of Property

Point

To Fast during the month of Ramadan-Prayer and supplication to God-Discipline to be

observed during the month-Rights of property to be respected

نَوقَُّتتَ مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  بَِتکُ  امکَ  مُایصّلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   183

عََّوطَتَ نْمَفَ  نٍیکسـِْم  مُاعطَ  هٌیَدِْـف  هَُنوقُیطُی  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  رَخَُا وَ  مٍاّیاَ  نِْم  هٌَّدـعِفَ  رٍفَسـَ  یلَعَ  وْاَ  اضیرمَ  مْکُْنِم  نَاک  نْمَفَ  تٍادودُْـعمَ  اماّیاَ   184
نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  اوُموصُتَ  نْاَ  هَُل وَ  رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  ارْیخَ 

نَاک نْمَ  هُمْصـُیَْلفَ وَ  رَهَّْشلا  مُکُْنِم  دَهِشـَ  نْمَفَ  نِاـقرْفُْلا  يدهـُْلا وَ  نَِم  تِاـنِّیَب  سِاّـنلِل وَ  يدًهـُ  نُارقُْلا  هِیف  لَزِْنُا  يذَّلا  نَاـضمَرَ  رُهْشـَ   185
مْکُبدهـَ ام  یلعَ  هَّللا  اورُِّبکَُتِلوَ  هََّدـعِْلا  اوُلمِکُْتِلوَ  رَسـْعُْلا  مُکُِب  دُـیرُی  رَسـُْیْلا وَ لا  مُکُِب  هُّللا  دُـیرُی  رَخَُا  مٍاّیاَ  نِْم  هٌَّدـعِفَ  رٍفَسـَ  یلَعَ  وْاَ  اـضیرمَ 

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََلوَ 

O' you who have Faith! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for . " 183
,those before you

(." so that you may guard yourselves (against evil

Fast for) a certain number of days. But whoever among you is sick or on a . " ) 184
,journey, then (he shall fast) the same number of other days

and for those who are hardly to do it, (there is) a redemption by feeding an indigent.
;But whoever volunteers to do good, it is better for him

." and it is better for you that you fast, if you did (only) know

The month of Ramadān that wherein the Qur'ān was sent down to . " 185
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be a guidance for mankind, and as clear signs of guidance and a criterion (between

(. right and wrong

,Therefore, whoever of you is present (at his home) during the month

,he shall fast therein and whoever is sick or on a journey

;he shall then (fast) the same number of other days

;Allah desires ease for you, and He does not desire hardship for you

so you should complete the number (of days decreed), and exalt Allah for His having

(." guided you, and that haply you might be grateful (to Him

Commentary: Verses 183-185

Fasting, the Origin of Piety

Next to several important ordinances of Islam stated in the former verses, these

current verses refer to another ordinance, i.e. fasting, which is one of the most

serious acts of worship. The Qur'ān, with the same tone of emphasis that was applied

:for the previous verses, says

O' you who have Faith! Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those " 
, ..." before you

Then, immediately after this, it refers to the philosophy of this humanizing worship

:and, in a short but meaningful sentence, says

(." so that you may guard yourselves (against evil "... 

According to what the Late Kolayny says in his famous book (Al-Kāfī), piety is

rendered into one's restriction from sin. Most sins originate from wrath and lust.
Fasting brings the extravagance of this instinct under control, which, consequently,

(decreases corruption and increases piety.(1

Yes, fasting is a great effective factor in the process of training the spirit of piety in all
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.dimensions of every field. This will be addressed in detail later

Since this worship is accompanied with deprivation from some material pleasures and

one must suffer some troubles especially when it
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is in summer, there are different particular meanings used in the above verse to make

.the mind of believers ready for the acceptance of this decree

To attract the attentions and to make the subject an interesting one for the

:addressees, it begins with the phrase

! " O' you who have Faith " 

Then, it refers to the statement of the fact that fasting is not appointed only for

.Muslim Ummah but it had been practised by the former nations, too

Finally, the philosophy of fasting, and that the fruitful results of this Divinely ordered

.duty return totally to you, is stated

:A tradition narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) says

The pleasure found in (the phrase: ` O' you who have Faith! ' is so that) it has " 
(removed the tiredness of this worship and effort."(1

****

Some Specifics Regarding Fasting

In the next verse, again, in order to reduce the hardship of fasting, it states a few

:other commands regarding this. It initiates the subject thus

. ..." Fast for) a certain number of days ")

It is not so that you be obliged to fast all the year through or a considerable part of it,
.but fasting is for only a small section of the year

:Another matter is that

But whoever among you is sick or on a journey, then (he shall fast) the same "...
, ..." number of other days

Then there comes the third group, those who are absolutely unable to fast, such as
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elderly men, elderly women, the constant patients with chronic diseases, where it

:says

and for those who are hardly able to do it, (there is) a redemption by feeding an "... 
. ..." indigent

, ..." But whoever volunteers to do good, it is better for him "... 

And finally, at the end of the verse, the fact is restated, which
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:itself is another emphasis on the philosophy of fasting, thus

." And it is better for you that you fast, if you did (only) know "... 

This meaning also refers to the fact that the worship of fasting, as other worships,
does not add anything to the Glory and Dignity of Allah but all its merits are for the

.worshipper. Islamic traditions confirm the same meaning, too

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) has said: " He who fasts during the fasting month for the

(sake of Allah, all his sins will be forgiven."(1

It is also cited in a divine tradition that Allah says: " Fasting is Mine, and I do reward

(it."(2

:Also, in another tradition it is narrated from the holy Prophet (p.h.u.h.) who said

(There is an alms for every thing, and the alms of bodies is fasting."(3 " 

Hence, it makes clear that the phrase: "...it is better for you that you fast, ..."
.addresses all those who fast, not only a particular group of them

The last verse of this group of verses introduces the time of fasting and a part of its

ordinances and their philosophies. At first it says that those certain days that you must

:fast are the month of Ramadān, and

..." The month of Ramadān is that wherein the Qur'ān was sent down " 

:And this Qur'ān is the same that is

to be a guidance for mankind, and as clear signs of guidance and a criterion "...
(. ..." (between right and wrong

Then again, the command for the passengers and the sick is restated and, as an

:emphasis, it says

Therefore, whoever of you is present (at his home) during the month, he shall fast "...
therein, and whoever is sick or on a journey, he shall then (fast) the same number of
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; ..." other days

The repetition of the ordinance of the sick and passenger in this verse and the

previous one may be for the purpose that some people, thinking that not to fast is

absolutely a disgraceful action, insist on fasting when they are sick or are on a

journey, so the Qur'ān, by this

p: 83

Tafsir-i-Maraqy, vo. 2, p. 69 1 - 1
Tafsir-i-Maraqy, vo. 2, p. 69 2 - 2

Al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 100 3 - 3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 967 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


repetition, makes the Muslims understand that fasting is a divine duty for the safe and

sound persons while, in the same manner, not fasting is also a divine command for

.the sick and passengers (with their proper conditions) so that the offense of it is a sin

At the end of the verse, it pays attention to the philosophy of the divine legislation of

:fasting once more, and says

: ..." Allah desires ease for you, and He does not desire hardship for you "... 

It points to this fact that although fasting is apparently a kind of strictness and

 . limitation, its conclusion is ease and tranquility of man, both spiritually and materially

This sentence may hint to this matter that the Divine commands are not similar to the

commands of tyrants. In the case that the fulfilment of an action is very laboursome,
Allah enjoins an easier duty to be performed. Therefore, the ordinance of fasting, with

all its importance, was exempted for the sick, passengers, and those feeble ones

.unable to perform it

:Then, it adds

(, ..." So you should complete the number (of days decreed "...

This means that every one who is safe should fast one month a year because it is

necessary for his health. For this reason, if a person is sick or on a journey during the

month of Ramadān, the one must belate the accomplishment of fasting those days

until the same number is completed. Even menstruous women, who are excused from

.establishing prayers, are not exempted from fasting at a later date

:So, in the final sentence of the verse, it says

and exalt Allah for His having guided you, and that haply you might be grateful (to "...
(." Him

Yes, we must exalt Allah for the guidances He has endowed upon us, and be thankful

.to Him for all those blessings He has mercifully given us
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It is noteworthy that the act of thanksgiving is mentioned with the term `haply', while

the matter of exalting Allah is stated conclusively. This difference of statement may

be for the reason that the fulfilment of this worship (fasting) is, at any rate, the

exaltation of the Essence of Allah, but thanksgiving, which is the same as using the

blessings in
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their proper sites and taking benefit from the effects and practical issues of fasting,
has some conditions which will not be fulfilled unless those conditions be obtained, the

most important of which are: a perfect sincerity, the recognition of the reality of

.fasting, and acknowledgement about the philosophy of fasting

:Explanations

Fasting and Its Educational, Social, and Hygienical Effects

From the point of various effects that fasting may spiritually and materially produce-1
in the unity of man, it has different dimensions that can be discussed. The ethical

.dimension and the philosophy of fasting are the most important of all

Fasting makes the soul of man elegant, then strengthens his will, and moderates his

.instincts

The one who observes the fast, although he is hungry and thirsty, must restrain

himself from eating food and drinking water, and also, from the pleasure of sexual

intercourse when he is fasting. One must prove that he/she can hold the rein of his/her

.restive passions and is able to dominate his/her desires and lusts

Indeed, the most important philosophy of fasting is this very spiritual status of it. A

person who has many kinds of food and drinks available at his reach to use of them

whenever he is hungry or thirsty cannot be so tolerant at the time he is in lack of

them. But the one who observes the fast is like a plant which grows in a dry desert. It

resists when water is rare, stands steadfast against strong storms and intense cold.
Such people can deal with deprivations when they are challenged with them, and,

.therefore, can be firm and perseverant

Fasting trains the soul of a person. With temporary restrictions, fasting gives man

perseverance, authority in will, ability of challenging with severe deprivations, and,
.since it controls restive instincts, it showers light and inner purity into the heart

However, fasting causes man to promote from the animate nature so that he can

.ascend unto the rank and the world of angels
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The phrase:"...haply you might be grateful (to Him) " may point to
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.the same fact

And, also, the famous tradition from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s) is another hint to the same

(matter which says: " Fasting is a protector from Fire."(1

Another tradition narrated from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) says that the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) was asked what they would do that Satan be banished, and he (p.b.u.h.)
answered: " Fasting blackens his face; charity breaks his back; the love in (the path

of) Allah, and persistence in righteous deeds put an end to him, and seeking (Allah's)
(forgiveness cuts his aorta."(2

When Ali-ibn-Abī-Tālib (a.s.), stating the philosophy of worship, speaks about fasting

and he, says: " (Allah has laid down) fasting as a trial of the people in their

(sincerity..."(3

In another tradition, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said: " Verily, there is a door for

(entering) Heaven by the name of ` Al-Rayyān ' (quenched of thirst) none enters

(therein but fasting ones."(4

Explaining this tradition, the Late Sạdūq cites in his book ` Ma`āny-ul-Akhbār ' the

reason that this name has been taken for that door of Heaven is that much of the toil

of a fasting person is because of his thirst. So when the fasting ones enter this door,
.they will be so saturated that they will never become thirsty thereafter

The Social Effect of Fasting

Every intelligent person realizes that fasting works as a lesson of equality among the

members of a society. By practicing the religious command, the rich realize

perceptibly both the state of the hungry and the deprived of their society, and, with

.saving in their daily meals, can help them well

It is possible, of course, that by explaining the status of the hungry and the deprived

,to the rich, it will make them understand that status
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but if this condition becomes perceptible and objective, it will react more effectively.
.Fasting gives this great social subject a perceptible form to those who observe it

It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) in a well-known tradition that Hishām-ibn-
Ḥakam asked him about the reason for the divine legislation of this ordinance when

he (a.s.)said: " Allah has enjoined fasting in order to settle equivalence between the

rich and the poor, and this is for the sake that the rich feel the taste of hunger and,
consequently, be merciful toward the poor (by giving them their rights). And, since the

things are usually available for the rich, then Allah, the Exalted, is pleased when

equivalence is erected between His servants. So, He, thereby, has ordained that the

rich feel the taste of hunger and pain so that they feel sympathy for the weak and be

(merciful toward the hungry."(1

Verily, if the populations of rich countries throughout the world customarily fast a few

days a year and feel the taste of hunger, will there

 ? still remain so many hungry people in the world

Fasting and Its Hygienical and Remedial Effects

In modern medicine, as well as the old one, the miraculous effect of ` abstinence ' in
curing kinds of sicknesses have been proven so evidently that it cannot be deniable.
Few of physicians have not pointed out this fact in their scientific notes. As all of us

know, the reason of the origin of many diseases is gluttony, because the unabsorbed

extra materials of food-stuffs in the form of obtrusive tallow or additional sugar in

blood remain in different parts of the body . These additional materials, inside the

levies of muscles of body, are, in fact, as some putrid oozy sites where kinds of

microbes of some infectious diseases can grow. The best way of defending against

.these sicknesses is to annihilate them by means of abstinence and fasting

Besides this property of fasting, which causes the additional and unabsorbed

materials of the body to be burnt, fasting is a considerable
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.factor for servicing the body with giving a rest to the organs of digestion

This rest is extremely necessary for these organs. They are the most important parts

.of the body and are continuously busy working throughout the year

It is clear that one who observes the fast, as Islam advises, ought not to eat too much

food at the time of breaking the fast and just before the dawn during the fasting

month of Ramadān in order to enjoy the result of the hygienical effect of fasting,
.otherwise the consequence may become contrary

Alexy Sufurin, a Russian scientist, writes in his book that by means of fasting a specific

:result can be obtained in treating diseases such as

anemia, dyspepsia, chronic extended enteritis, furuncle and inner abscess,
consumption, rheumatism, gout (padagra, chiragra, gonagra), dropsy, sciatica, some

.opthalmic deseases, diabetes, skin diseases, renal diseases, and so on

Treatment through fasting is not limited to the foregoing diseases alone, but also the

sicknesses concerning the fundamentals of the body involving the bodily cells like

(cancer, syphilis, and plague can be cured by means of fasting.(1

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is narrated to have said in a famous tradition: "Fast to be

(healthy."(2

Again, in another tradition he (p.b.u.h.) has said: " The stomach is the site of all

(ailments, while dietary (abstinence) is the head of all remedies."(3

Fasting in Former Religions

The existing Torah and Bible indicate that the Jews and the Christians had fasting,
too, (Math.6:16,17;and Luke 5: 33-35). The followers of some other religions used to fast

.in times of sorrow and affliction

In the Lexicon of the Bible it is cited that fasting, in general, has always been practised

among every nation and in any religion at the
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(time of an unexpected sorrow or disaster.(1

It is also caught from the Torah that Moses (a.s.) had forty days of fasting. It is cited in
the Old Testament thus: " When I was gone up into the mount to receive the tables of

stone, even the tables of covenant which the Lord made with you, then I abode in the

,mount forty days and forty nights

(I neither did eat bread nor drink water."(2

Also, at the time of repentance and seeking the pleasure of the Lord, the Jews fasted.
So, it is cited in the Lexicon of the Bible that when the Jews got the opportunity that

they wanted to state their weakness and humility before the Lord, they fasted in

order that they confess their faults and to obtain the pleasure of His Essence by

(means of that fasting and repentance.(3

It is probable that ` the Great Fasting with atonement ', which was for one particular

.day a year, was common among the Jewish people

They had, of course, some other temporary days to fast in remembrance of the

(destruction of Jerusalem, etc., too.(4

.As the Bible indicates, Jesus (a.s.) had also forty days of fasting

:It says thus

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2) " 
(And when he had fasted forty days and nights, he was afterward an hungred."(5

It is also understood from the Evangel that the disciples of Jesus used to fast. It says:
" 33) And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often and make

prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink? 34) And

he said unto them, Can ye make the children of the bridechamber fast, while the

bridegroom is with them? 35) But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be

taken away from
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(them, and then shall they fast those days." (1

Again, it is cited in the Lexicon of the Bible that the lives of disciples and believers, in
old times, were full of negation of pleasure and tremendous toils accompanied with

(observing the fast. (2

Thus, the Qur'ānic sentence saying: "... as it was prescribed for those before you, ..." is
also confirmed whit many historical religious evidences existing in other divine

.religions even after they had been perverted

Ramadān, the Transcendent Month

The month of Ramadān has been selected for fasting because it has a preference to

other lunar months of the year. In the verse under discussion, this preference is

stated such that the Qur'ān, which is the Book of Guidance for humankind and, with its

commands and legislations, has separated the right from wrong to lead man toward

prosperity, was revealed in the month of Ramadān. Besides that, both some verses of

the Qur'ān and the Islamic literature indicate that all the great heavenly Books, such

as the Torah, the Bible, the Psalms of David, the Books of Ibrāhīm, and the Qur'ān,
.have all totally been sent down in this month

In this respect, Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) said: " The Torah was sent down on the sixth of

Ramadān, the Bible on the twelfth, the Psalms on the eighteenth and the Qur'ān by

(the Night of Destiny (Laylat-ul-Qadr) in Ramadān."(3

Thus, the month of Ramadān had always been the month of the great heavenly

Books to be sent down. This month had been the month of education, since training

without teaching and practice is fruitless. The training aim of Fasting should also be

parallel with the more and the utmost profound knowledge about the divine

instructions so that it
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.wipes out the soul and self of man from sin

Once, on the last Friday of Sha`bān,the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) delivered a sermon

about the significant of the month of Ramadān to prepare his companians for

:receiving this sacred month. In that great sermon he (p.b.u.h.) said

O' people! Allah's month has approached you laden with blessing, mercy and " 
." forgiveness. It is a month which Allah regards as the best of all months

Its days, in the sight of Allah, are the best of days; its nights are the best of nights; " 
." and its hours are the best of hours

It is a month in which you are invited to be the guests of Allah, and you are regarded " 
." during it as worthy of Allah's Grace

In this month, your breathing praises Allah, and your sleeping adores Him. Your " 
." deeds (of worship) are accepted, and your pleas are answered therein

Therefore, ask Allah, your Lord, in sincere intentions and pure hearts to enable you " 
to observe the fast and to recite His Book (the Qur'ān) during this month, for only a

." wretch is the one who is deprived of Allah's Forgiveness in this great month

Let your hunger and thirst during it remind you of the hunger and the thirst of the " 
Day of Judgement. Give alms to the poor and indigent among you, respect your

." elderly and be kind to your youngsters, and strengthen blood-kinship of yours

Safeguard your tongues (from sin), do not look at what Allah has prohibited your " 
eyes from watching it, and do not listen to what your ears are forbidden to hear. Be

kind to the orphans of other people, so that your own orphans be consequently given

. ..." affections, too

 ' The Principle of ` No Hardship

In the above mentioned verse, this matter was pointed out that Allah's Will is not that

you be troubled and uneasy, but He ordained so that you feel ease. It is certain that
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this ordinance here is about the proposition of fasting and its benefits together with

the concerning commandment due to passengers and sick persons. But, regarding its
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universality, this ordinance has been used as a general principle upon all Islamic rules,
and the verse has been taken as a reference for it which is known as the rule of ` No

.Hardship ' (lā-hạraj) among jurisprudents

This religious rule says that the foundation of the Islamic legislation is not based upon

hardship. So, if, somewhere, an ordinance creates intense hardship, it can be

exempted temporarily. For instance, the jurisprudents have said that when

performing one's ablution or standing erect, and the like of them, due to establishing

.prayers requires much pain, it changes to dry ablution and prayers in sitting position

Concerning the lack of hardship in Islam, it is also stated in Sura Hajj No. 22,verse 78,
." thus: "...He has chosen you and has not laid upon you any hardship in religion

Also, another hint to this subject is the famous tradition of the Messenger of Allah

((p.b.u.h.) where he says: " I was appointed to a tolerant and facile religion."(1

:Conclusion

In these verses, the philosophy of fasting accompanied with some concerning

.ordinances are stated for the benefit of Muslim believers to follow

By the way, fasting had been in vogue in every religion in some form or other. It is one

of the cardinal doctrines of the practice of the faith, in Islam, taking its rank next only

to the obligatory five times daily prayers. These verses of the Qur'ān show that

fasting was enjoined by all the prophets of Allah who preceded the holy Prophet

.(. Muhammad (p.b.u.h

It should also be noted that fasting in Islam is to train to suppress our natural

appetites and shun evil. It does not mean abstaining only from food but from every

kind of evil. Abstention from food is only a step towards the realization that if one has

to abstain from that which is lawful, how much more he must abstain from what had

been forbidden by Allah. The main object of the Islamic fast is to purify the conduct
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and character and get the soul charged with divine attributes of Allah in the practical

life for one complete month. It helps the Muslims to guard themselves against evil as

well as conditioning with restrain by habituating themselves to suffer physical

affliction and self-control and resistance and fortitude which they must always be

.prepared to suffer in the defence of faith and the faithful

On the other hand, since Islam is a tolerant and easy religion, fasting is not allowed

for those who are on lawful journey. Or, it is exempted for Muslims in the case of the

risk of any illness being aggravated, testified by a reliable doctor. This status is for

.that Islam does not will intense hardship for its followers

****
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Verse 186, Arabic; English Translation

نَودُشُرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  یب  اوُنِمؤُْیْلوَ  یل  اوُبیجتَسْیَْلفَ  نِاعدَ  اذِا  عِادّلا  هَوَعْدَ  بُیجُا  بٌیرقَ  یّناِفَ  یّنعَ  يدابعِ  کََلاَسَ  اذِا  186 وَ 

:( When My servants ask you concerning Me, then (say unto them . " 186

verily I am nigh: I answer the prayer of every supplicant when he calls on Me; so (they

." should) hearken unto My call, and believe in Me, in order that they may be led aright

Occasion of Revelation

Point

Once someone asked the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) whether Allah was near so that they

could whisper to Him or He was far so that they would speak to Him loudly. Then, the

(above verse was revealed (to answer that Allah is close to His servants.).(1

An Armament Called Supplication

Since one of the means of approaching to Allah for His servants is the phenomenon of

supplication, next to the statement of a great part of Islamic ordinances in the former

verses, this verse pays particular attention to this subject. This phenomenon is a

general process for all supplicants and those who want to resort to Allah, yet its

occurrence among the verses related to fasting gives it an additional concept. The

reason is that the spirit of every worship is obtaining nearness to Allah by the sincere

.wailing or cry of the heart

:This verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says

;..." When My servants ask you concerning Me, then (say unto them:) verily I am nigh " 

I am closer (to them) than they may consider. I am closer than you to yourself; and

closer than your life-vein to you. In another occurrence in the Qur'ān, Allah, referring

to man, says: "...and We are nearer to him than his life-vein ", (Sura Qāf, No. 50, verse

(. 16
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:Then, it adds

;..." I answer the prayer of every supplicant when he calls on Me "...

, ..." so (they should) hearken unto My call "...

,..." and believe in Me "...

." in order that they may be led aright "...

It is noteworthy that, in this verse, Allah has pointed to His pure Essence seven times,
and to His servants, too, seven times. Thus, He has illustrated thereby His utmost

.connection, nearness and love unto His servants

Abdullah-ibn-Sanān says that he heard that Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) said: " Try to pray very`

much because it is the key of Allah's forgiveness and

the means of obtaining any want. There are some blessings and graces with Allah that

reaching them is impossible but via supplication. And, do know that any door which

(you knock it will finally be opened."(1

Yes, He is near to us. How can He be far from us while His site is between the self of

man and his heart, as the Qur'ān says: "...and know that Allah intervenes between

(. man and his heart,..." (Sura Al-'Anfāl, No. 8, verse 24

?How Are Supplications Answered

Before that we expect our supplications be answered, we must practise purifying our

.heart and soul, repent from our sins, and follow the way of the divine leaders' career

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) is narrated who has said: " Be aware, any one of you, not to ask - 1
his Lord any thing of the necessities for this world and the coming one unless the one

initiates with praising Allah and paying tribute to Him, and with benediction upon the

Prophet and his progeny (p.b.u.th.). Thereafter, he ought to confess his sins (before

(Him) and then asks his want."(2
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A person should strive to sanctify his life from properties that he has obtained by - 2
usurpation, oppression and cruelty so that his food-stuff would not be from any

unlawful origin. There is a tradition
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from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who has said: "He who wishes that his supplications be

(answered must surely purify his food and his earnings (to be lawful)."(1

A person should not restrain from struggling against corruption and inviting others - 3
unto right and truth, since those who abandon the act of enjoining right and

forbidding wrong, their supplications are scarcely ever answered. It is narrated from

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: " You should enjoin right and forbid wrong, or Allah

may set up your wicked ones as absolute masters over your good ones. Then,
(whatsoever the good pray it will not be answered."(2

The abandonment of this great duty, in fact, creates some disorders in the society,
the result of which is boldness of the vicious of the society with no defence therein. In

this case, supplication for the removal of its fruits is useless, because those evil

.effects are the direct consequence of the behaviour of those people themselves

True faith, righteous deed, faithfulness and uprightness are some other conditions - 4
of the fulfilment of supplications. Hence, the person who does not keep his promise

before Allah should not expect to be involved among those whom Allah has promised

.to answer

Once, someone went to Imam Amir-ul-mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) and complained about why

his supplications were not answered though Allah had said: "...call upon Me, I will

(. answer you,..." (Sura Al-Mu'min, No. 40, verse 60

In answer to that question, the holy Imam said: " Your hearts (minds) have acted

(: treacherously toward eight characteristics, (so, your supplications are not answered

You have known Allah but you have not paid His right such that has been enjoined - 1
.upon you. Therefore, your cognition does not benefit you anything

You have believed in His Messenger while thereafter, you have opposed his - 2
?Sunnah. You are in his religion, then, where is the fruit of your Faith

Surely you have recited his revealed book but you do not act - 3
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accordingly. And, you said: " We have heard and we obey " (1) , whereas you opposed

.it then

You say you fear the Fire (of Hell), While you always commit your own sins, and you - 4
?approach it thereby; then, where is your fear

You say you are eager and interested in Heaven (the Divine reward) but you always - 5
do some things which send you away from it; so, where is that inclination that you

 ? have to it

.Verily, you eat the blessing of Allah but you do not show gratitude about it - 6

Certainly Allah has ordered you to be the enemy of Satan, and He has said: " Surely - 7
the Satan is your enemy, so take him for an enemy;...". (Sura Fātir, No. 35, verse 6).
Verbally you claim that you are his enemy but actually you make friends with Satan

.without opposing him

You have put the faults of people before your eyes and your own ones at your - 8
backs. Then, what supplication of yours can be answered for you with this case that

you yourselves have closed its doors? So, fear Allah and improve your deeds, purify

your intentions, and enjoin right and forbid wrong. It is in this case that Allah answers

(you your supplications."(2

This expressive tradition clearly says: the promise of Allah to answer supplications is a
conditioned promise, not an absolute one. It is conditioned that you fulfil your

promises and covenants, too; whereas you have broken promises in eight ways. So, if
.you put an end to this breach of promise, your call will be answered

practising upon the foregoing eight instructions which are, in fact, the conditions of

supplications to be answered, is enough for training Man and employing his faculties

.alongside a productive and fruitful path

Another condition of the answering of supplication is that it should be accompanied (. 5
by struggle, effort and studious action. Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) says: " He

who prays but does not exert
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(effort is like the one who shoots without a bow-string."(1

Regarding to the fact that a bow-string is the means of sending an arrow towards the

.target, the function of effort and action in the efficacy of prayer is made manifest

All the aforementioned five conditions illustrate this reality that not only supplication

should not substitute the natural phenomena and ordinary means of obtaining the

goal, but for its being answered, a general change is also necessary to occur in the

career of the supplicant. His spirit should be renewed, and his former deeds must be

.reviewed so that the demanded results come into existence for the supplicant

Thus, reverting to supplication or the efficacy of prayer does not at all exclude the

necessity on the part of the supplicant of the use of the necessary external means of

achieving the desired object. The connection between the practical means and prayer

is indissoluble. Any sincere seeker of an object will naturally look for the practical

means to achieve it. In the search for the means one must endeavour as best as

possible for him, employing all his native faculties, devoting the necessary time and

attention to achieve the desired object. When one is in his search for the means, open

and hidden, he naturally desires guidance from the Higher Power from which nothing

is hidden and for which nothing is impossible or difficult. Prayer blesses the supplicant

.by granting him the guidance necessary for the realization of the desire

A Few Narrations Upon Supplication

It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) - 1
said: " The most beloved deeds on the earth with Allah, Mighty and Glorious, is prayer;

and the best worship is piety ". Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) added that Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

((a.s.) was a man who used to pray very much.(2

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who - 2
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said: " Prayer is the believer's armour, the pillar of religion, and the (spiritual) light of

(the heavens and the earth."(1

:Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali-ibn-Abītalib (a.s.) said - 3

Prayer is the keys of (safety and) success and the keys to (the doors of) prosperity. " 
(The best supplication is that which arises from a pure chest and a pious heart. ..."(2

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Shall I not lead you to a weapon which saves you - 4
from your enemies, and increases your sustenance (abundantly)? " They answered

him positively. Then he said: " Call your Lord both in night and day, because

(supplication is the armour of a believer."(3

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) has narrated from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) who said: " - 5
Supplication is the shield of a believer; whenever you knock on a door very much, it

(will be opened for you."(4

****
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Verse 187, Arabic; English Translation

مْکُْیلَعَ وَ بَاتفَ  مْکُسَفُْناَ  نَوُناتخْتَ  مُْتْنکُ  مْکَُّناَ  هُّللا  مَِلعَ  َّنهَُل  سٌابِل  مُْتْناَ  مْکَُل وَ  سٌابِل  َّنهُ  مْکُِئاسِن  یلِا  ثُفََّرلا  مِایِّصلا  هَلَْیَل  مْکَُل  َّلحُِا   187
رِجْفَْلا نَِم  دِوَسْلاَْا  طِْیخَْلا  نَِم  ضُیَْبلاَْا  طُْیخَْلا  مُکَُل  نََّیبَتَیَ  یّتحَ  اوُبرَشـْا  اوُلکُ وَ  مْکَُل وَ  هُّللا  بَتَکَ  ام  اوغُتَْبا  َّنهُ وَ  ورُشـِاب  نلآافَ  مْکُْنعَ  افعَ 
سِاّنلِل هِتایا  هُّللا  نُِّیبَُی  کَِلذکـَ  اهوُبرَْقتَ  لافَ  هِّللا  دُودُحـُ  کَْلِت  دِجـِاسمَْلا  یِف  نَوفُکِاع  مُْتْناَ  َّنهُورُشـِابُت وَ  لِْیَّلا وَ لا  یَلِا  مَاـیِّصلا  اوُّمِتاَ  َّمُث 

نَوقَُّتیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

It is made lawful for you to go in unto your wives on the night of the fasts; they . " 187
.are a garment for you and you are a garment for them

Allah knew that you used to act unfaithfully among yourselves, so He has turned to

.you (mercifully) and pardoned you

So now you may associate with them and seek what Allah prescribed for you. Eat and

drink until the white thread (of dawn) becomes manifest unto you from the black

thread (of night) at the dawn-break, then complete the fast till nightfall and do not

.approach them (your wives) while you are at your devotion in the mosques

.These are limits (set by) Allah, therefore do not approach (violate) them

Thus Allah makes clear His Signs for mankind, so that they may guard themselves

(." (against evil

:Occasion of Revelation

It is so understood from the Islamic literature that at the advent of the revelation of

the command of fasting, Muslims were allowed to eat a meal before sleeping at night.
So, if anyone occasionally fell asleep at night and then awoke, eating and drinking was

.unlawful (hạrām) for the one
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Once, one of the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the name of Mat`am-ibn

Jubayr, who was a weak man, fasted in that situation. In the evening, he entered

home for breaking the fast. When his wife went to prepare food for him, he fell asleep

because of fatigue and weariness. After some while he woke up and, then, he said he

was not allowed to eat and he could not break the fast, and, therefore, with the same

state of hunger, he slept. Next morning, in the state of fasting, he attended a place

around Medina to dig ditches in order to prepare themselves for the battle of ahẓāb.
While he was in the effort and struggle of digging, he fainted as a result of hunger and

weakness. Then, when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) came to him he was touched upon seeing

.his situation

Also, a group of young Muslims, who could not control themselves, associated with

.their wives during the nights of Ramadān

It was in that circumstance that the revelation was sent down and let Muslims eat and

drink during the length of night and associate (sexual intercourse) with their own

.wives as well

Commentary: Verse 186

Point

As it was mentioned in the occasion of revelation, at the advent of Islam, association

with wives was forbidden during night and day in Ramadān. Eating and drinking after

.sleeping was also not permissible

That was, perhaps, a trial as well as a preparation for Muslims so that they would

.accept the ordinances of fasting

The verse under discussion, which consists of four Islamic ordinances about fasting

:and the act of devotion in the mosques, initiates the matter thus

;..." It is made lawful for you to go in unto your wives on the night of the fast " 

:Then, it pays to the philosophy of this subject and says
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. ..." they are a garment for you and you are a garment for them "...

The primary thought or the meaning accommodated in the description of clothing

used here relating to the mutual relation of husband and wife and the mutual comfort

and protection they afford to each other, is superb and unique in its expression. There

cannot be a
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better description of the position of a man and wife and their relation to each other,
.which is unsurpassed in beauty

Clothing, on one hand, protects man against heat and cold, and also against the

danger of foreign bodies scraping or penetrating the skin. On the other hand, clothing

not only covers the disgraces of the body, but also is an ornament for a person. The

.metaphor mentioned in this verse is a hint to all of these meanings

Two spouses protect each other from deviations. They hide the faults and blemishes

of each other. They provide the means of rest and tranquillity for each other. Each of

.them is counted as the ornament of the other

This meaning makes the utmost spiritual connection and coherence of man and

woman clear as well as their nearness to each other. It also points to the equality of

man and woman in this respect, since whatever thing is said about men equally, and

.with no change, is mentioned about women

:Then, the Qur'ān refers to the reason of the change of this divine law and says

Allah knew that you used to act unfaithfully among yourselves, so He has turned to"

. ..." you (mercifully) and pardoned you

Yes, in order that you commit no more sin, Allah mercifully made that duty easy for

.you and decreased the length of its restriction

. ..." So now you may associate with them and seek what Allah prescribed for you "...

This matter is certainly not in the sense of obligation but it is a permission after that

.state of prohibition. So, the idea can be taken as an evidence of permissibility

The phrase: "...and seek what Allah prescribed for you ..." points to this fact that

utilizing this permission and reduction, which is on the path of the laws of creation and

.preservation of the regularity of ` seed permanence ', is no problem at all

:Then, it refers to the second ordinance and says
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Eat and drink until the white thread (of dawn) becomes manifest unto you from the "...
, ..." black thread (of night) at the dawn-break

Therefore, Muslims could eat and drink all the night long until the dawn when they

.would stop
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:Then the statement is upon the third ordinance, thus

..." then complete the fast till nightfall "...

This statement is another emphasis on the prohibition of eating and drinking and

sexual intercourse during the day time for those who observe the fast. It is an

indicative point to the beginning and the end of a fast which begins from the dawn and

.ends at night

:Finally, it points to the fourth ordinance when it says

and do not approach them (your wives) while you are at your devotion in the "...
. ..." mosques

The statement of this ordinance is like an exception for the former ordinance,
because in this situation, the length of which is at least three days, they fast but

.during this limited time they can have sexual intercourse neither in days nor at nights

:At the end of the verse, alluding to all the foregoing ordinances, it says

. ..." These are limits (set by) Allah, therefore do not approach (violate) them"

Approaching the bounds is sometimes tempting and causes that man violates them

,and commits sins. Yes

Thus Allah makes clear His Signs for mankind, so that they may guard themselves "...
(." (against evil

:Explanation

Allah's Limits

As is was mentioned in the commentary of the above verses, the Holy Qur'ān, after

stating some ordinances about fasting and being at devotion, renders these

ordinances, as the `limits set by Allah': the bounds between lawful (hạlāl) and unlawful

(hạrām) matters, and the limits between prohibited and permissible things. It is
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noteworthy that the Qur'ān does not say `do not pass the limits', but it says: " do not

approach them", because approaching the limits is tempting and sometimes, under

the influence of lusts or because of being involved in mistakes, a person may violate

.them
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It is for this very reason that some Islamic laws forbid man from stepping into the

situations that may cause him to slip and commit sins, such as taking part in a society

of sinners, even though he himself does not share in it; or being with a non-relative, of

.the opposite sex in a lonely private place wherein no one can enter

The term originally means ` to seclude oneself in a place, or to remain a long time

beside something'. In religion it means keeping to the mosques for the purpose of

worship. The duration of this retreat is three days during which the person fasts and

abandons some pleasures. This worship has a profound effect in purification of the

soul and attending to the Providence. The manner and conditions of this worship are

mentioned in the books of Islamic jurisprudence. This worship, of course, is

essentially counted among the recommended deeds, but in some particular

circumstances, exceptionally, it becomes obligatory. At any rate, the verse under

discussion refers to only one of its conditions because of its connection to the

proposition of fasting, i.e. the lack of association with wives whether at night or in the

.daytime

The Dawn

The term /fajr/ basically means `break open', hence the light of the dawn, which

/. breaks the gloom of night with its bright advent, in the Qur'ānic term is called /fajr

In the verse under discussion, in addition to the above term, the dawn has been

:rendered thus

until the white thread (of dawn) becomes manifest unto you from the black thread "...
(..." (of night

It is interesting that a tradition says that `Udayy-ibn-Hātam, one of the believers,
once came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said that he had put two white and black

threads in front of him watching them, but it (the dawn) did not become manifest for

him. Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) laughed so that his holy teeth appeared. Then, he

(p.b.u.h.) said: " O' son of Hātam! verily, it is the whiteness of day (dawn) and the
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(darkness of night. Then, begin from this time."(1

At the end of the night, at first a very weak white colour rises in the sky without

extending laterally and appears to be black, presenting itself like an obstacle on the

horizon, and is compared to the tail of a fox whose narrow end is onto the horizon and

its conical shaped end is in the mid-sky. This is the `False Dawn'. But after a while a
clear white light appears, rising, filling the horizon with its whiteness, like a white

thread stretched beside a black thread, and, thereafter, spreads throughout the sky

with a special brightness by which the night ends and the day begins. This is the `

.True Dawn ' when the morning prayer can, then, be performed

Piety, the Beginning and the End

It is interesting that in the first verse concerning the ordinance of fasting it was stated

that the ultimate aim of it is piety. This very meaning is also exactly repeated at the

end of the last verse of this group of verses saying: " So that they may guard

themselves (against evil)." This shows that all of these rites are a means of training

the spirit of piety and self-restraint in man in order to produce a faculty of guarding

.against evil and to feel responsibility before the duties of mankind

****
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Verse 188, Arabic; English Translation

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْناَ  مِْثلاِْاِب وَ  سِاّنلا  لِاوْماَ  نِْم  اقیرفَ  اوُلکُأْتَِل  مِاکّحُْلا  یَلِا  آهِب  اوُلدُْت  لِطِابْلاَب وَ  مْکُنَْیَب  مْکَُلاوْماَ  اوُلکُأْتَ  188 وَ لا 

And do not devour your property among yourselves by wrongful means, nor . " 188
offer it as a bribe to judges, with intent that you may unlawfully swallow up a portion

." of other people's property, while you know

Commentary: Verse 188

Point

This verse prohibits Muslims from committing a very indecent action. It tells them not

to swallow up the property of other people unrightfully, and not to earn wealth

through a wrong way. They should be aware not to occupy the belongings of others

forcefully and unjustly and then the oppressors refer to the judges so that haply they

might give them something as a present or bribe in order to appropriate people's

:properties oppressively. If so, they have done two great wrongs

.devouring others' rights, and bribery

And do not devour your property among yourselves by wrongful means, nor offer it " 
as a bribe to judges, that you may unlawfully swallow up a portion of other people's

." property, while you know

:The subject of bribery is so important in Islam that Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says about it

(and bribery in judgement is the same as disbelief in Allah, the Exalted."(1 "...

:The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is narrated to have said in a famous tradition

Curse of Allah be upon the bribee, the briber and the one who makes every effort " 
(between them."(2

Something similar to this meaning is expressed in Sura An-Nisā'. No. 4, verse 29 where

it says: " ... do not devour your property among yourselves falsely, except that it be

, ..." trading by your mutual consent
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The verse under discussion clearly says that if some ones gain a

p: 106

Wasa'il-ush-Shi`ah, vol. 12, chapter 5 - 1
Bihār-ul-Anwar, vol. 104, p. 274 2 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1009 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


case by giving bribes, the wealth under the suit which they win will be unlawful for

them. Thus, the mere apparent winning in the court does not make the properties

lawful. This very fact is clearly referred to in a tradition from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
where it says: " Verily, I am a human being (who is commissioned to judge between

you through apparent means). If a conflict comes forth to me in which some of you

may have stronger evidence than that of the other party, then I will judge in favour of

him according to it. So, if I thereby judge for him upon the right of a Muslim, it is a

(piece of fire. He can take it or leave it off."(1

Bribery, a Calamity

One of the calamities that humankind had been entangled with from the earliest

times, and which is running with a more intense speed today, is bribery. It has been

one of the greatest barriers of the execution of social justice. It causes that the

regulations and laws, which must basically preserve the rights of the oppressed

groups, to be employed, in most societies, to support the interests of the authoritative

.groups

It is the rights of the weak, in fact, that law must support, for the rich and powerful

people, with the possibilities they have, are always capable to defend their benefits.
Evidently, if the path of bribery be opened, laws and judges may produce just a

contrary result, because it is usually the powerful ones who are able to spend in

bribery. Therefore, as a consequence, laws can be a new toy for them to continue

.their Satanic game of transgression and cruelty against the rights of the oppressed

For this reason, when bribery influences in a society, it destroys the foundation of the

social life of those people. In this situation, transgression, inequity, injustice and

undue distinction penetrate in all organs and, as a result, there remains but a bare

.name of laws and justice

That is why Islam, showing the foulness of bribery, has condemned it intensely so that

it has been counted a great sin in the view of the
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.religion

It is worthy noting that the ugliness of this indecent action is often covered in some

other fallacious arguments and charming terms. This status causes that bribers and

:bribees usually make use of words such as

present, offering, dedication, tip, reward, recompense, and so on, for the bribe. But it
is clear that these variations of names do not change the nature of bribery at all, and,

(. however the money paid or taken thereby is certainly unlawful (hạrām

It is cited in Nahjul-Balāqah that Ash`ath-ibn-Qays went to Ali-ibn-Ali-Tālib (a.s.) in a
night with a closed flask full of honey paste to give it to him (a.s) as a present hoping

that he would win the case in the court of Hadrat Ali (a.s.). But Ali (a.s.) surprised and

:violately said

Childless women may weep over you. Have you come to deviate me from the " 
, ...? " religion of Allah

By Allah, even if I am given all the domains of the seven (stars) with all that exits " 
under the skies in order that I may disobey Allah to the extent of snatching one grain

of barley from an ant, I would not do it. For me, your world is lighter than the leaf in
.the mouth of a locust that is chewing it

What has `Ali to do with bounties that will pass away and pleasures that will not last?

(..."(1

Islam has condemned bribery in any form and by any name. It is narrated in the

history of the life of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) that once he was informed that one

of his governor-generals had received a bribe in the form of a present. Then the

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) harshly told him

? " Why do you take the thing which is not your right " 

Then the man, apologizing to him (p.b.u.h.), said that it was a present. Again, the

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) expressed
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If you were to remain at home while you were not a governor from my side, would " 
(people present you with anything? "(2

Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ordered the present to be taken and be sent inside the

.Muslim public treasury, when he dismissed him from his rank

p: 108
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Even, in order that a judge would not confront with bribery in its hidden shapes, Islam

advises that judges would not go shopping in the market themselves, lest discounts

unconsciously affect on them and, when judging the suit, they eventually take the

.side of the giver of the reduction

How good it is that Muslims, inspired by their heavenly Book, do not sacrifice all their

!holy things at the foot of bribery

It is also said that the purpose of the verse is that they do not spend the wealth and

.properties of each other by means of vain pleasures like gambling or other games

It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said: " The Quraish used to play games upon

.their wives, children, and personal wealth, losing them

(Allah prohibited them of doing that."(1

It is better to consider all of these commentaries for the verse, because it can bear

.the meanings of them all totally

****
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Section 24: Fighting in Self-defence, Pilgrimage under Restrictions

Point

Religious Calendar to be according to the Lunar Year Regard for the sanctity of the

Sacred Month Fighting in self-defence Regard for the sanctity of the holy city Self-
defence during the sacred month Pilgrimage under restrictions combining ` Umrah '

 ' with `Haj

اوُتْأ -ي وَ  قَّتا نِمَ  َّرِبْلا  َّنکِل  اهرِوهُظُ وَ  نِْم  تَوُیُبْلا  اوُتأْتَ  نْاَِب  ُّرِبْلا  سَْیَل  ِّجحـَْلا وَ  سِاّـنلِل وَ  تُیقاومَ  یَهِ  لُْـق  هَِّلهِـَْلاا  نِعَ  کََنوُلئَسـْیَ   189
نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل  هَّللا  اوقَُّتا  اهِباوْباَ وَ  نِْم  تَوُیُبْلا 

:They ask you concerning the new moons; say . " 189

'. They are times appointed for mankind and (for) the Hajj ` 

It is not righteousness that you should enter dwellings from their backs but

righteousness is this that one should guard himself (against evil); and enter the

:dwellings by their (proper) doors, and fear Allah

." that you may be prosperous

:Occasion of Revelation

It has been said that Ma`āz-ibn-Jabal came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said that he

was frequently asked about the crescent of the moon and that why it gradually

.changes to a full shape and then alters to its first status

Also, it is narrated that the Jews asked the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) what the

crescent of the moon was for and what the use of it was. At that time the above verse

was sent down and announced that the different states of the moon have different

.material and spiritual advantages in the system of the human beings' lives
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Commentary: Verse 189

Point

As mentioned in the occasion of revelation of the verse, some people asked the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) a few questions about the reason of the different peculiar

.shapes that the Moon seemed to have and the concerning use of them

In answer to these questions, Allah ordered the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them the

.effects and the different usages of the crescent for all people

:They ask you concerning the new moons; say

'. They are times appointed for mankind and (for) the Hajj ` 

It is not righteousness that you should enter dwellings from their backs but

righteousness is this that one should guard himself (against evil); and enter the

:dwellings by their (proper) doors, and fear Allah

." that you may be prosperous

The rising of the Moon at the beginning of each lunar month in the form of crescent,
and then its gradual change, can be the source of many uses in the act of practising

worship and the accomplishment of religious duties by people, and in their material

career as well. Every body can easily count days of the month and enumerate the

month of the year by the help of the varying shapes or forms of the Moon when

dealing with trading and writing agreements due to appointing the times of promises

and contracts. Besides that, fasting , the performance of the great worship of

Pilgrimage and festivals, etc., prescribed by Islam, are timed according to the lunar

months. The best way for people to recognize them and decide to arrange the affairs

is this very form of the crescent in various shapes when they see them differently at

.the beginning, in the middle, and at the end of the months

It is obvious that the regularity of the social life of man without a common and precise

means of dating is impossible. So, the Moon, indeed, is a natural calendar for all
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human beings. It is a natural phenomenom that the entire people, whether literate or

.illiterate, wherever in the world they are, can make use of it

For this reason, the Creator, the Great, has made this worldly calendar available for

.the use of the human race in their life system

p: 111

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1017 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Natural Measures

One of the advantages of Islamic laws is that their orders have usually been arranged

corresponding with the natural measures, for these measures are some means that

.are available to all people and, besides that, the passing of time does not affect them

But, on the contrary, unnatural scales are not within reach to all human beings for

every thing. For example, the population of the world have not been able to use of

.some international measures for timing the evening yet

Therefore, we see that Islam has sometimes assigned the measure of a span, or a

man's height and the like of it. And, for appointing a time, phenomena such as sunset,
break of dawn, decline of sun from the meridian and the vision of the Moon are

.usually pointed out

..." It is not righteousness that you should enter dwellings from their backs " 

In this verse the statement is partly about the Hajj Pilgrimage which can be

performed at its proper time by visual noting the crescent of the Moon. It has also

pointed to one of the superstitious customs of the Age of Ignorance accomplished in
.the rites of pilgrimage which Allah prohibited them from

It was the practice among Arabs that after getting into the pilgrim garment ('Ihṛām)
they considered it unlawful to enter their house through the usual doors. Hence they

cut a new entrance under the ground from behind their premises. They did so

because they thought it was a good action since it was a desuetude of habit and,
therefore, they would complete the act of the pilgrim garment which was a desuetude

(of habits.(1

But the Qur'ān explicitly says that righteousness lies in piety, not in the superstitious

customs. So, it immediately tells them seriously to enter their houses from the very

.ordinary doors

But the object and the significance of the revelation of this verse is reasonably wider,
greater, and more common. For the fulfilment of any action, whether it is a ritual
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action or a non-religious one, we should
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enter it through its proper way, not from a deviated path. Here, entering from behind

is a figurative expression for turning aside from the right course, and entering by the

door means sticking to the right path. This meaning is narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.)
(by Jābir, one of his companions.(1

In the commentaries from Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) it is narrated about this verse that they

:have said

(We are the doors and the ways of Allah that invite unto (His) Heaven...".(2 " 

This tradition means that in your total religious affairs you should arrive by the main

door and take your agenda from them (a.s.) whom are trained in the school of

(. revelation and the Divine Messages were revealed in their house, (Ahlul-Bayt

The phrase: " It is not righteousness..." may point to another narrow meaning saying

that your question about the crescent, instead of inquiring about theology, is like the

manner of the one who has put the main and right path of the house aside and enters

!it through a burrow from behind the premise. What a disgraceful manner

****
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نَیدتَْعمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَّللا لا  َّنِا  اودُتَْعتَ  مْکَُنوُلِتاقُی وَ لا  نَیذَّلا  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  اوُلِتاق  190 وَ 

And fight in the cause of Allah (against) those who fight you, but be not . " 190
." aggressive, for surely Allah loves not the aggressors

:Occasion of Revelation

It is narrated by Ibn-`Abbās that this verse was revealed about the ` Peace of

Hudaibiyah '. The incident was in this manner that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) started

on a journey to go to Mecca for `Umrah accompanied by 1400 people out of his

companions. When they arrived Hudaibiyah, (a land near Mecca), pagans hindered

them from entering into Mecca and doing the sacred rites of the `Umrah. After a lot of

debates and discussions, they agreed with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that Muslims would

go to Mecca the following year when the pagans would empty the City for them to

.circumambulate the Sacred House for three days

The next year, when they set out towards Mecca, they were scared that the pagans

might not be loyal to their promise and prohibit them, hence, consequently, a battle

could come forth and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was not willing to fight in the forbidden

month. So, this verse was sent down and permitted them to defend and fight against

.the enemies if they initiated fighting

Commentary: Verse 190

Point

In this verse, the Qur'ān has issued the command of fighting upon those who initiate

war against Muslims. It lets Muslims use swords or any weapons and defensive

means in order to stop the enemies. This condition, in fact, is for the time when the

circumstances require and the course of patience in Muslims has ended, so they can

.openly and courageously defend their rights
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 ? Fight: Why and Against Whom

There are three subjects pointed out in this verse. They make manifest the logic of

.Islam about war

The first phrase of the verse points to the ideal of the wars in Islam. It says: " And - 1
..." fight in the cause of Allah

Then, the main goal in Islamic fights (jihād) is the cause of Allah and the stretch of the

Divine laws including: truth, justice, monotheism, and eradication of transgression,
.degeneration and deviation

Thus, Islam condemns the wars aiming for: vengeance, ambition, conquering other

countries, taking lands of others, and obtaining spoils of war. So, taking weapon and

.setting to war is right only when it is done in the path of Allah

Now, the question is that against whom the holy struggle is right. The second - 2
:phrase of the verse answers

, ..." against) those who fight you "...)

It clearly says that Muslims should not begin war unless the opponents initiate fighting

by using weapons, except for some peculiar cases which will be pointed out when

.discussing the verses about Holy War

By the way, it is understood from this verse that civil people (women and children in
particular), who have not risen for fighting, must not be invaded and they are,

.therefore, privileged from invasion

Basing on this principle, the great leader of Islam, Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s) orders his

:soldiers thus

Do not fight them unless they initiate the fighting, because, by the grace of Allah, you " 
are in the right and to leave them till they begin fighting will be another point (of right)

(from your side against them. ..."(1
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:The limit of war is defined by the next clause, saying - 3

, ..." but not aggressive "...

The basis of this meaning is that fighting in Islam is for the sake of Allah and in the

.path of Allah, where there should not be any transgression and aggression

p: 115
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." for surely Allah loves not the aggressors "...

That is why Islam, in spite of the wars of our Age, advises Muslims to observe many

ethical principles in war. For example, it tells them not to kill in fight those who put

down their weapons and surrender, those who have lost their ability of fighting or,
basically, are not able to fight, like old men and women and children. Such people

should not be invaded. Gardens and trees should not be destroyed. Muslims must not

poison the water that their enemies use as their drinking water by poisonous

(. ingredients (the chemical and microbial war

:Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) says

If, by the Will of Allah, the enemy is defeated, then do not kill the runner away. Do "...
not strike a helpless person. Do not finish a wounded. And, do not inflict on women

even though they may attack your honour with filthy words and abuse your officers,
(..."(1

The above mentioned explanations prove the invalidity of the numerous accusations

of the enemies of Islam against Islam about the Islamic Holy wars. With these clear

statements of the Qur'ān, upon the aims of fighting in Islam and the different

dimensions that the Holy War has, the answer to the objections of the enemies is

.made manifest

There will come forth some more explanations, of course, when commenting other

.verses of Jihād. Allah willing

****
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Verses 191-192, Arabic, English Translation

یّتحَ مِارحَْلا  دِجِسـْمَْلا  دَْـنعِ  مْهُوُلِتاقُت  لِْتقَْلا وَ لا  نَِم  ُّدشـَاَ  هُنَْتفِْلا  مْکُوجُرَخْاَ وَ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  مْهُوجُرِخْاَ  مْهُومُُتْفقَِث وَ  ثُْیحَ  مْهُوُلُتْقا  191 وَ 
نَیرِفاکْلا ءُازجَ  کَِلذکَ  مْهُوُلُتْقافَ  مْکُوُلتَاق  نْاِفَ  هِیف  مْکُوُلِتاقُی 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  اوْهَتَْنا  نِاِفَ   192

And slay them wherever you find them, and drive them away from where they . " 191
.drove you away

.And persecution is more grievous than slaughter

And fight not with them at the Sacred Mosque unless they fight with you therein; then,
;if they fight with you, slay them

." such is the retribution of the infidels

." But if they desist, then surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful . " 192

Commentary: Verses 191-192

This verse tells Muslims to fight against the idol worshippers of Mecca, who had

expelled them (Muslims) from their own home and city, and to drive them (the idol

worshippers) out from that city, since they had persecuted the Muslims for years.
That treatment was more grievous than slaughter, because slaughter is taking the

worldly life of a person instead of which the one reaches the prosperity of the next

world, while in torture the one has neither the comfort of the present world nor the

.pleasure and ease of the coming world

Yet, it enjoins Muslims not to fight at the Sacred Mosque in order to preserve the

security and sanctity of it. But, if pagans did not observe the respect of the Mosque

.and fought against Muslims, they would do the same amd punish them

:Explanations

Reciprocation and conclusiveness with harshness is certain in - 1
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.some respects

Sacred premises of Mecca and the Sacred Mosque are holy but the esteem of the - 2
blood of Muslims is more sacred. So, here, the comparison of the state of important

.and more important is considered

Since Muslims should not initiate in fighting, they must not initiate destroying the - 3
.sacred things, either

Knowing the reason of a commandment is the secret of mirth and obedience. The - 4
Qur'ān expresses the reason for the command of fighting. It says that they

persecuted you for years, and that torture is more grievous and dangerous than

slaughter. If the Qur'ān issues the command of expulsion, it is for the reason that they

.had expelled the Muslims from their houses for years

And slay them wherever you find them, and drive them away from where they drove " 
.you away

.And persecution is more grievous than slaughter

And fight not with them at the Sacred Mosque unless they fight with you therein; then,
." if they fight with you, slay them; such is the retribution of the infidels

****

In the next verse it says that Allah accepts their repentance if they put aside the

custom of infidelity and idolatry and, consequently, they will be brethren of Muslims.
They will be even exempted from the taxes and from the punishments that offenders

.must tolerate

." But if they desist, then surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " 

The clemency enjoined by Islam upon its adherents even against their blood thirsty

enemies in the battle-field, has no match in any religion. The Muslims have been

definitely commanded to sheathe their swords if the enemy desists from fighting. The

fight allowed by Islam has to be only against the wrong done, and there should be no
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rancour against the enemy when they correct themselves or even when they end the

.hostility

****
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Verse 193; Arabic; English Translation

Point

نَیمِلاظّلا یلَعَ  لاِّا  نَاودْعُ  لافَ  اوْهَتَْنا  نِاِفَ  هِّلِل  نُیدّلا  نَوکُیَوَ  هٌنَْتِف  نَوکُتَ  یّتحَ لا  مْهُوُلِتاق  193 وَ 

And fight with them until there is no (more) persecution, and the religion is only . " 193
for Allah. But when they desist, there should be no hostility save against the (willful)

." aggressors

:Commentary

In this verse, the purpose of the Holy War in Islam (Jihād) is stated. It says that

fighting is not for the sake of ordinary aims that humankind usually follow in their

battles, nor for the sovereignty over the earth and conquest, nor for earning so much

spoils, nor for preparing some selling markets and obtaining sufficient food stuff, nor

.for giving superiority to a group or a race over another group or race

The aim of Holy Struggle is one and only one thing, and that is the attraction of Allah's

pleasure which lies in the settlement of social justice, supporting the persons who

have encountered with deceit and aberration, wiping out the environment of human

societies from infidelity and idolatry, and, finally and particularly, setting the

.instructions of Allah up in action

Therefore, as it is realized, fighting is for eradication of persecution among

.humankind and settling the creed of monotheism in them throughout the world

And fight with them until there is no (more) persecution, and the religion is only for " 
. ..." Allah

And, at the end of the verse, it adds that if they return and leave out infidelity,
corruption and idolatry, Muslims should not bother them to revenge the past. They

must ignore the past because opposition and reciprocal fighting is used only against

.oppressors when the circumstances require

:Islamic Holy War (Jihād), in fact, can be divided into three categories
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The Preliminary Holy Wars for Freedom - 1

Allah has designed some commands and programs for the sake of happiness,
.freedom, development, prosperity, and tranquility of Man

He has commissioned His prophets (a.s.) to communicate these commands to people.
Now, if a person or a group of people imagine that this communication is against their

personal mean benefits so that they produce some barriers on the way of Prophets'

invitation, the prophets are rightful to remove those barriers from their way and

acquire the freedom of delivering propagation, at first, through a peaceful way and, if
.it is not possible, then with the use of violence

In other words, people of all societies have the right to hearken to the heralds of truth

and be free to accept their invitations. Now, if some persons decide to deprive them of

their lawful right and do not let the call of the heralds of truth reach the ears of their

spirits and, as a result, become free from the bounds of mental and social slavery, the

adherents of these agenda are rightful to employ any means in order to obtain that

freedom. Hence, the necessity of preliminary Holy Wars (Jihād) in Islam, as well as

.other heavenly religions, is made manifest

Also, if some persons bear pressure upon some Muslim believers to invert them to

.their previous religion, they can apply any means to remove that pressure

A Defensive Holy War - 2

It sometimes happens that war is posed to a person or a group of people, viz, they are

unexpectedly invaded or unawarely transgressed by an enemy. Here, all the heavenly

laws and human rules consider the attacked person or group of persons rightful to

rise and defend themselves. Alongside this defense, they can use all their

potentialities powerfully and do their best to protect their entity. This kind of struggle

is called defensive Holy War. Wars such as the Battles of Ahẓāb, 'Uhud, Mūtah, Tabūk,
Ḥunain and some other battles at the advent of Islam are counted among this kind of

.Holy War, which have had defensive forms

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1031 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 120

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1032 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Holy War Against Infidelity and Idolatry - 3

At the same time that Islam invites the people of the world unto its call, which is the

last and highest godly creed, it respects ` freedom of belief '. For this reason, it gives

the nations who have the heavenly Book an enough respite to study and contemplate

over Islam and willingly accept it. If they do not accept it, they will be treated as ` a
confederate minority ', in a peaceful life under some particular conditions, of course,

.which are neither complicated nor difficult

But infidelity and idolatry is neither a religion nor a creed nor is counted respectful. It

is but a kind of superstition, a deviation, and stupidity. In fact, it is a kind of mental and

.ethical disease which should be, with any possible means, rooted out

The terms ` honour ' and ` respecting others' opinions ' are used in the cases that

those opinions have a safe and sound foundation. But, sickness, deviation,
superstition, and aberration are not some things that can be counted respectable.
That is why Islam orders that idolatry be rooted out from the human societies,
however much costly it may be, even at the cost of fighting. Idol-temples and the

.signs of idolatry, if not possible peacefully, should be destroyed by force

 ? Why Was Holy War Legislated in Medina

We know that Holy War was enjoined for Muslims in the second year A.H. while it was

.not compulsory before that

The reason of this subject is clear because, on one hand, the number of Muslims in

.Mecca was so small that rising practically meant suicide

On the other hand, the enemy was quite powerful in Mecca, and, indeed, Mecca was

counted the main center of anti-Islamic powers. The opponents of Islam were so

.strong there that it was impossible to fight them inside Mecca

But, when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) entered Medina, a great deal of people believed him,
so many that he was able to spread his invitation clearly inside and outside of Medina.
He (p.b.u.h.) could form a simple government and prepare the necessary means for
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enemies, and since Mecca was a rather far distance from Medina, he succeeded to do

it with tranquility and peace of mind, and the revolutionary Muslim troops could

.prepare themselves for fight and defense against enemies

****

p: 122

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1035 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


آمُلَعْا هَّللا وَ  اوقَُّتا  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  يدتـَعْا  امَ  لِْثمِِب  هِْیلَعَ  اودُتـَعْافَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  يدتـَعْا  نِمَفَ  صٌاصِق  تُامرُحُْلا  مِارحَْلا وَ  رِهَّْشلاِب  مُارحَْلا  رُهَّْشلاَ   194
نَیقَّتمُْلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّناَ 

The sacred month for the sacred month; and all sacred things are (under the law . " 194
.of) retaliation

Whoever then commits aggression (by fighting) against you, attack him in like manner

;as he attacked you

." and have awe for Allah, and know that Allah is with the pious ones

Commentary: Verse 194

According to the Islamic calendar, there are four lunar months in every year which

are specifically respected, and fighting is unlawful and forbidden therein. One month

of these four months, i.e., Rajab, is separate while the rest, i.e., Zilqa`dah, Zil-Hajjah,
and Muhạrram, are consecutive. One of the reasons that the month Zil-Qa`dah is so

.called is that in this month it is necessary to have a halt of fighting

This is the law of Islam that enjoins the adherents not to fight during four particular

months of the year, but non-Muslim enemies always lie in ambush to misuse the

opportunities. So, they may think that since Muslims are obliged to observe this law,
they had better attack. This verse says that if your opponents rush upon you during

these four months, you can stand against them, too, and fight in the same months. So,
you may apply the sacred month for the sacred month, because the sanctity of the

blood and protection of the system of Islam is much more than the sanctity of these

.months

, ..." The sacred month for the sacred month

Then, whosoever did not regard with reverences should be treated under the law of

.retaliation

." and all sacred things are (under the law of) retaliation"

:Hence, as a general rule, it says
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Whoever then commits aggression (by fighting) against you, attack him in like manner

;as he attacked you
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Islam is not a religion of aggression and transgression, but it does not accept the

aggression of others. Yet, the style of action should be in a manner that piety be

always observed, and in retaliation, limits would not be violated when we do know and

.ought to be aware that Allah is with the pious ones

." and have awe for Allah, and know that Allah is with the pious ones "...

:Explanations

No path is blind in Islam. The protection of the unity of Islam and the souls of - 1
.Muslims are preferred to the sanctity of places and times

.We must be equitable even in contact with enemies - 2

Whoever then commits aggression (by fighting) against you, attack him in like " 
; ..." manner as he attacked you

The necessity of piety, even at the time of fighting, is another one of the Islamic - 3
.training principles

The order of legislation should not be in a manner that it becomes a means of - 4
.despair for Muslims and boldness in disbelievers

.The principle of similar reciprocation stands for this very sake

At the time of fighting in similar reciprocation, if you do not violate the limits of - 5
.justice and be of the pious ones, you will enjoy of the Divine help

****
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نَینسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَّللا  َّنِا  اوُنسِحْاَ  هِکَُلهَّْتلا وَ  یَلِا  مْکُیدْیاَِب  اوقُْلُت  هِّللا وَ لا  لِیبسَ  یف  اوقُفِْناَ  195 وَ 

And spend in the way of Allah; and cast not yourselves by your own hands into . " 195
:perdition

." and do good (to others), for verily Allah loves the doers of good

Commentary: Verse 195

Point

Holy War needs as much money and property as it needs the sincere, strong

experienced battle men, because in Holy War, the existence of both the spiritual and

physical preparation, and suitable weapons, artillery and other fighting equipments

for troops are necessary. True it is that the most important effective factor of the fate

.of a war is the involving soldiers, but a soldier needs to be equipped

Hence, the verse emphasizes that the lack of spending wealth in this way is to bring

.themselves and other Muslims to destruction

And spend in the way of Allah; and cast not yourselves " 

:..." by your own hands into perdition

At the time of revelation, in particular, a great deal of Muslims were full of ardor and

emotions for Holy War, but they were so poor that they could not prepare the artillery.
As the Qur'ān states, they used to come to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and ask him to supply

the necessary means in order to send them to the battle-field. But they usually came

back with sorrow and grief while their eyes were shedding tears because the required

means could not be supplied. The statement of the Qur'ān in Sura At-Taubah, No. 9,
verse 92 is thus; "...they went back while their eyes overflowed with tears on account

." of grief for not finding that which they should spend

Spending, a Prevention of Destruction

A general fact and a social rite can be taken from this holy verse in account of
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verses of Holy War. The idea is that spending, in general, causes the members of a
society to be delivered from perdition. And, on the contrary, when the custom of

donation be neglected and the properties be compiled in one pole of the society, there

will come forth a majority of the poor and deprived. So, very soon, a great burst

happens in the society in which the selves and wealth of capitalists will be burnt by the

fire of that revolution. Here, thereby, the relation of `donation' and `prevention of

.destruction ' is made clear

Therefore, disbursement is useful for capitalist, before it would be beneficial to the

state of the deprived; that is, the justification of wealth is a protector of wealth. Imam

:Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) has pointed to this very fact where he says

(guard your properties by paying alms tax..."(1 "...

Next to the stage of Holy War and donation, it leads to benevolence and, at the end of

the verse, it commands to doing good because the stage of doing good is the highest

:stage in the course of human development which Islam regards to fully. It says

." and do good (to others), for verily Allah loves the doers of good "...

The occurrence of this phrase at the end of the verse on donation points to this

meaning that the act of donation must be fulfilled with an absolute sincerity and

affection: far from any term of reproach or what annoys or hurts the person whom

.the favour is done to

****
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Verse 196; Arabic; English Translation

Point

مْکُْنِم نَاک  نْمَفَ  هَُّلحِمَ  يُدْهَْلا  غَُلْبیَ  یّتحَ  مْکُسـَؤرُ  اوقُِلحْتَ  يِدْهَْلا وَ لا  نَِم  رَسـَْیتَسْا  امفَ  مُْترْصـِحُْا  نْاِفَ  هِّلِل  هَرَمْعُْلا  َّجحـَْلا وَ  اوُّمِتاَ  196 وَ 
نْمَفَ يِدْهَْلا  نَِم  رَسـَْیتَسْا  امَفَ  ِّجحَْلا  یَلِا  هِرَمْعُْلاِب  عََّتمَتَ  نْمَفَ  مُْتْنِماَ  آذاِفَ  کٍسُُن  وْاَ  هٍقَدَصَ  وْاَ  مٍایـص  نِْم  هٌیَدْـفِفَ  هسِْأرَ  نِْم  يذًاَ  هِبوْاَ  اضیرمَ 
اوقَُّتا مِارحَْلا وَ  دِجِسْمَْلا  يرِضـِاح  هُُلهْاَ  نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْمَِل  کَِلذ  هٌلَِماک  هٌرَشـَعَ  کَْلِت  مُْتْعجَرَ  اذِا  هٍعَْبسـَ  ِّجحَْلا وَ  یِف  مٍاّیاَ  هِثَلَث  مُایـصفَ  دْجِیَ  مَْل 

بِاقعِْلا دُیدشَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  آمُلَعْاوَ  هَّللا 

And complete the Hajj (Pilgrimage) nad the `Umrah for the sake of Allah; but if . " 196
(, you are prevented (to complete it

then (send) whatever offering (sacrificial animal) as may be obtained with ease; and

do not shave your heads till the offering reaches its place (of sacrifice); but whoever

among you is sick, or has an ailment in his head, then he (should) make redemption by

,fasting, or alms-giving or sacrificing. And when you are secure

then whoever enjoys from the `Umrah to the Hajj (he should offer) of whatever

offering is easily available (for him). But whoever finds none (to give), should fast

three days during the Hajj (Pilgrimage), and seven days when you have returned;

.these (make) ten (days) complete

That is for the one whose family members do not dwell near the sacred Mosque. Have

." awe of Allah, and know that verily Allah is severe in penalty

The Rites of Pilgrimage

The visitors of the holy shrine of Mecca usualy perform the ceremonies of minor

:pilgrimage first. The rites are as follows

They put on pilgrim's garb ('ihṛām) from some definite sites
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known as ` Trysting Place '. It means that they undertake to abandon doing a series

of deeds which are unlawful for the person in a pilgrim state. They cover themselves

with pilgrim's garb which consists of two pieces of unsewn cloth, and they continually

say `labbaika' while going towards Ka`bah. When they reach Mecca, at first, they

circumambulate Ka`bah in seven rounds. Then, they keep up a two-rak`at-prayer in
a place called Maqām-i-Ebrāhīm (Station of Abraham). After that, they ply to and fro

between two mountains named Safā and Marwah for seven times. Finally, they,
.having cut a piece of a nail or some hair of theirs, take off the pilgrim's garb

Then, again for the ceremonies of Pilgrimage, they put on pilgrim's garb and go unto

`Arafāt, which is a land 24 kilometers far from original city of Mecca, in order to stay

therein on the ninth of Zil-Hajjah, from noon until sunset, busy praying with

invocation. After sunset, they move to Mash`ar-ul-Ḥarām (Sacred Monument), which

is located at a distance of 15 kilometers from Mecca, where they must remain until

morning. When the sun rises, they move into Mina, a land nearby there, and, on the

same day, which is known as Feast of Sacrifice, they throw seven pebbles at a special

Pillar called: ` Jamarah `uqbā ', and then they sacrifice before shaving their heads

(while women cut off a piece of hair from their heads). When they did their hair cut

.(Taqsị̄r), they take off their pilgrim's garb at last

They return to Mecca the same day or after that and perform the ritual

circumambulation of the Ka`bah, circumambulation prayer, running between Sạfā

and Marwah, Nisā' circumambulation and Nisā' circumambulation prayer. On the

eleventh and twelfth of the month, they throw pebbles at three special pillars in Minā

which are called `Jamarāt ', one after another seven times at each pillar each day

.while, during the nights before these days, they have to remain in Minā

Thus, they accomplish the rites of the formal Pilgrimage (Hajj) each of which is the

survival of one historical event and that they are some effective hints and implicit

declarations to the matters of refinement of character and social philosophies. (The

description of each philosophy will be delivered when commenting on the concerning

(. verses
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Commentary: Verse 196

Point

Now it is necessary to notify that the verse indicates that all these actions should be

fulfilled for the sake of Allah and according to His commandments, not for making

.display and pretence nor for the sake of idols

Therefore, the first clause of the verse proclaims that in the deeds of Pilgrimage, both

the formal Pilgrimage (Hajj) and the lesser formal one (`Umrah), no motive should

.interfere but seeking to be nearer to Allah

; ..." And complete the Hajj (Pilgrimage) and the `Umrah for the sake of Allah " 

Then it adds that if something like sickness and fear of enemy happens that hinders

you from performing the ritual rites of Hajj and `Umrah after you are clothed in

.pilgrim's garb you must sacrifice an animal as it is possible for you

but if you are prevented (to complete it), then (send) whatever offering (sacrificial "... 
; ..." animal) as may be obtained with ease

It should be noted, of curse, that if the prevetion is as a result of sickness and the like

and the pilgrim's garb is done for the lesser formal Pilgrimage (`Umrah Mufradah),
the sacrifice should be sent to Mecca, but if it has happened from the side of an

enemy, the duty of sacrifice must be done at the same place where the prevention

has occurred. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) behaved in the same manner in Hudaybiyah, too.
But, if the person is in the pilgrim's garb of Hajj and becomes sick, the one must send

.the sacrifice to Minā

(; ..." and do not shave your heads till the offering reaches its place (of sacrifice "... 

Rites Regarding Hajj and Umrah

One of the rites that should be done in Hajj (Pilgrimage) is shaving the head (for men,
and cutting some hair of the head for women). But they must be careful that they are
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.not allowed to do this duty before sacrificing the offering in the place of sacrifice

but whoever among you is sick, or has an ailment in his head, then he (should) "...
. ..." make redemption by fasting, or alms-giving or sacrificing

The exception is for the person who has an ailment or a difficulty
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that has to shave before the appointed time. If the person did so, (i.e. shaved his head

because of ailment and the like), it is necessary for the one to give ransom. This

.ransom can be three days of fasting, or feeding six indigents, or slaughtering a lamb

And when you are secure, then whoever enjoys from the `Umrah to the Hajj (he "...
(. should offer) of whatever offering is easily available (for him

But whoever finds none (to give), should fast three days during the Hajj (Pilgrimage),
;..." and seven days when you have returned

When you are free from sickness and enemy and you want to perform the `greater

Pilgrimage ', you must sacrifice whatever you can from animals such as a camel, cow,
or lamb. But if any of you cannot find the animal, or financially is not able to afford it,
he must fast three days during the days of pilgrimage (the seventh, eighth, and ninth

.days) and seven days after returning from Hajj so that it makes ten days

. ..." these (make) ten (days) complete "...

It is evident that three days and seven days make ten days, yet the Qur'ān says that

they are totally ten days complete. This meaning may point to the idea that the ten

.days can be substituted for the sacrifice completely

This greater Pilgrimage with these orders is for those who are not dwelling nearby the

Sacred Mosque. (The known state among Muslimjurisprudents is that everyone who

is sixteen kilometers far from Mecca his duty is to follow the rites of the ` greater

Pilgrimage ', but those who are not far from Mecca by this distance, their duty is the

`separation Pilgrimge' (Hajj-i-Qir'ān). This subject is detailed in books of

.( jurisprudence furnished with its concerning evidences

,..." That is for the one whose family members do not dwell near the sacred Mosque "...

Finally, at the end of the verse, the command is due to piety and that believers be

aware not to have any shortcoming about the divine instructions in order to protect

.themselves from the severe punishment of Allah
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." Have awe of Allah, and know that verily Allah is severe in penalty "...

This emphasis may be for this that Pilgrimage (Hajj) is a great Islamic worship so that

if the rites of it be not carefully observed and its spirit be neglected, there will be a

.large loss for Muslims
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This worship (Hajj) is the very one that Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) has

considered it the `flag' and `magnificent motto' of Islam. At the last moments of his

:life, he (a.s.) has remarked in his will, thus

Fear Allah (and) keep Allah in view in the matter of your Lord's House (Ka`bah). Do " 
(not forsake it so long as you live, because if it is abandoned, you will not be spared."(1

Some enemies of Islam have also said that while Pilgrimage is in process they cannot

.gain victory

One of the great believing men says: woe unto Muslims if they do not comprehend the

!meaning of Hajj, and woe unto others if they do not catch its meaning

****
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Section 25: No Warfare during the Pilgrimage months - Warning against the Hypocrites

Point

No warfare during the Pilgrimage Months - Warning against the hypocrites Further

(; instructions regarding Hajj - Invitation to complete submission to God (i.e. Islam

اودَُّوزَتَ هُّللا وَ  هُمْلَْعیَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  اوُلعَْفتَ  ام  ِّجحَْلا وَ  یف  لَادجِلا  قَوسُُف وَ  ثَفَرَ وَ لا  لافَ  َّجحَْلا  َّنهِیف  ضَرَفَ  نْمَفَ  تٌاموُلْعمَ  رٌهُشـْاَ  ُّجحَْلاَ   197
بِابْللاَْا یِلوُا  آی  نِوقَُّتا  يوْقَّتلا وَ  دِازّلا  رَْیخَ  َّناِفَ 

The performance of) the Hajj (Pilgrimage) is in months well-known, whosoever . " ) 197
then undertakes (to perform) the Hajj therein, then let there be no intercourse, nor

indulge in ungodliness, nor disputing in the Hajj. And whatever good you do, Allah

.knows it

.And make provision, but surely the best provision is the piety

." So, have awe of Me, O' people of understanding

Commentary: Verse 197

Hajj

, ..." The performance of) the Hajj (Pilgrimage) is in months well-known " )

In this verse, the Qur'ān remarks that the rites of Pilgrimage (Hajj) should be fulfilled

in certain months of the year not throughout it. The books of tradition, Qur'ān

commentary, and jurisprudence say that this great worship can be fulfilled only in

Shawwal, Zil-Qa`dah, and during the first ten days of Zil-Hajjah, (a part of which

relates exclusively to the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth days of the month
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(. and another part of it can be performed during this whole length of time

whosoever then undertakes (to perform) the Hajj therein, then let there be no " ... 
. ..." intercourse, nor indulge in ungodliness, nor disputing in the Hajj

This part of the verse indicates that those who have made the performance of

Pilgrimage (Hajj) obligatory for themselves, by putting on pilgrim's garb and engaging

in the rites of Pilgrimage, should restrain themselves from enjoying even lawful

sexual association and committing wickedness. They must avoid obscene and vain

debates or foul speech and all that appertains thereto, because the place is the site of

worship, sincerity, and abandoning the material worldly pleasures. It is an

environment from where the spirit must gain strength and, separating from the world

of material entirely, find way into the world of super material. This status should be in
.a manner that the relation of brotherhood and alliance can be tightened

:Then, it adds

. ... " And whatever good you do, Allah knows it " ... 

This is the first reward which is given to a good doer, because the happiness of a true

believer is, in the first stage, to know that his Lord is aware of the good action that the

.one has done for His sake. This, by itself, is very delightful and delectable

. ... " And make provision, but surely the best provision is the piety " ... 

.In this part of the verse the command unto the believers is due to making provision

It is said that at the advent of Islam some people, particularly from Yemen, used to

journey to Mecca on pilgrimage without sufficient provisions for their sustenance on

the pretence that they trusted in Allah's help. But Allah gives sustenance through

natural ways and by ordinary means. So, in this section of the verse, the Qur'ān

enjoins upon the pilgrims to first make the necessary provisions for the whole journey

.and then, taking it with them, proceed

By the way, the term `making provision' may point to a spiritual aspect, meaning that
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besides this material provision there is another necessary provision which should be

made and that is the provision of
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' . piety' and `righteousness`

This phrase contains a narrow hint to this fact that in the journey of Pilgrimage there

are many instances for making spiritual provision which should not be neglected. In

Mecca, the illustration of Islam, the lively scenes of the self-sacrifices of Abraham, the

hero of theism, and some specific manifestation of the splendour of Allah are seen,
the which that can be comprehended in no other place. Those who have a vigil spirit

can gain spiritual provisions from this unique journey for their life in this world as well

.as the coming one

:Then, it concludes the verse by saying

." So, have awe of Me, O' people of understanding " ... 

This final phrase addresses the possessors of mind and intellect telling them that they

should be pious, because it is they who enjoy the utmost merits of this excellent

.educational process, while others only share a small portion of it

****
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مْکُبدهَ وَ امکَ  هُورُکُذْا  مِارحَْلا وَ  رِعَشْمَْلا  دَْنعِ  هَّللا  اورُکُذْافَ  تٍافرَعَ  نِْم  مُْتضْفَاَ  آذاِفَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  لاًضـْفَ  اوغُتَْبتَ  نْاَ  حٌانجُ  مْکُْیلَعَ  سَْیَل   198
نَیلآضّلا نَمَِل  هِلْبقَ  نِْم  مُْتْنکُ  نِْا 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هَّللا  اورُفِْغتَسْا  سُاّنلا وَ  ضَافاَ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  اوضُیفاَ  َّمُث   199

.There shall be no sin for you to seek bounty from your Lord . " 198

Then when you hasten on (in multitude) from `Arafāt, remember Allah by the sacred

Monument (Muzdalifah), remember Him as He has guided you, although before that

." you were surely of those who went astray

Then hasten on from where the people hasten on, and seek forgiveness of . " 199
;Allah

. " verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: Verses 198-199

Economic Activities in Hajj Season

At the Age of Ignorance, people considered trading and taking passengers or

baggages to different destinations during the Hajj season unlawful (hạrām) and a sin.
They counted the Hajj performances of those who did such activities invalid. At the

season of Hajj, Muslims were naturally expecting to know whether the ordinances of

that Age were still valid or they were worthless from the view of Islam. Then, the

:above verse was revealed telling them

 ..." There shall be no sin for you to seek bounty from your Lord " 

The verse under discussion announces the aforementioned ordinance of the time of

ignorance, which counted bargain at the time of Hajj a sin, is incorrent. It proclaims

that trade and the like activities are no problem during the season of Hajj, and it does

not matter that people enjoy of the blessings of Allah and gain profit from their work
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.and activities

As Islamic literature indicates about the philosophies of Hajj, in addition to the ethical,
political and cultural philosophies, this verse points to the philosophy of economics,
too. This idea says that the transportation of Muslims from different points of the

world toward the Ka`bah and the formation of that great Islamic congress can be a
good basis for a common movement due to economics in Islamic societies. In this

great meeting, before or after the rites of Hajj, the thoughtful Muslim minds in

economics can assemble, and, with cooperation and association of each other,
establish a firm foundation for the economics of the Islamic societies. They can

produce, by the help of correct commercial exchanges, for example, such a strong

and fixed economy that they become independent and free from want from enemies

.and non-Muslims

Therefore, these trades and commercial exchanges, themselves, are among the

means of strengthening the Islamic nations against the enemies of Islam. The reason

is that no nation will have complete independence without having a powerful

economy. Yet, it is evident, of course, that the commercial activities should be set in a
position after the ethical and worshipping aspects of Hajj, not prior and dominative to

it. Fortunately, pilgrims have enough time for this job both before and after the rites

.of Hajj

Hushām-ibn-Ḥakam said that he asked Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) about the reason that Allah

.enjoined people to circumambulate the House (Ka`bah) and perform Hajj

:Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) replied

Verily Allah has created human beings ... and has enjoined them to do an action " 
(Hajj) which contains the obedience of religion and is good for the affairs of their

world. He assigned that (at the time of Hajj), Muslims assemble from the east and

west of the world in order to be acquainted with each other, and in order that every

nation makes use (of the productions and) trades of other nations, and that the

muleteers and cameleers make profit (in this journey by hiring out their vehicles to

others), and that they become familiar with the effects (traditions) of the Prophet

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1055 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


((p.b.u.h.) (so that those traditions continue to survive by
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remembering and not to be forgotten. If it were so that every nation spoke about only

their own environment, and whatever there was therein, they would be destroyed

and the cities would turn to ruin, and commercial profits would be wasted, and the

traditions and signs of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would be vanished. This is the philosophy

(of Hajj."(1

Then when you hasten on (in multitude) from `Arafāt, remember Allah by the " ... 
(, ... " Sacred Monument (Muzdalifah

In this section of the verse, the Qur'ān's command is due to this subject that after

performing the rites that should be fulfilled in `Arafāt, they must move to Mash`ar-ul-
Ḥarām (the Sacred Monument), which is located between Mina and `Arafāt, and

.remember Him therein

,remember Him as He has guided you " ... 

Here, the speech of the verse remarks that for thanksgiving and being grateful for the

guidance of Allah, remember Him (s.w.t.) in Mash`ar-ul-Ḥarām, a remembrance

.appropriate to the guidance that He has given you

At that time, Muslims could realize well the value of this great blessing, viz. guidance,
because they were not so far from the time that the inhabitants of Arabian Peninsula

had gone astray totally, and could see how Allah had saved them from all those

aberrations and misfortunes by leading them to the blessing of this pure divine

.religion, Islam

." although before that you were surely of those who went astray " ... 

?Why `Arafāt

It is said that `Arafāt is a land about 24 kilometers away from the center of Mecca

where pilgrims halt from noon until evening on the ninth of Zil-hajjah. The origin of

this appellation has been differently described. One of them is that when the

harbinger of revelation, Gabriel, showed Abraham (a.s.) the rites of Hajj therein, he

(a.s.) responded: "I recognized," , " I recognized"(`Araftu). But it is probable that this
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appellation points to another fact, too. That land, from which
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the first steps of the performance of Hajj begins, is a very fitting place for the

recognition of the Pure Essence of Allah. Verily, that spiritual attraction that man finds

in him at the arrival of that indescribable land, is not comparable with that of any

.desert

In `Arafāt, originally everywhere is the same, everything contains a harmony, all

pilgrims behave alike in that desert. They have relieved themselves from the noise of

the cities and from the tumult and dazzling glare of the material world, busy

contemplating therein, under the blue sky, in the clean fresh air clear from sin, where

the harbinger of revelation has stretched wings, where accompanied with its breeze

the murmur of Gabriel and the manly sound of Abraham (a.s.) strengthened with the

delightful voice of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and the true believers of early Islam,
are spiritually heard. In this remindful land where as if a window had been opened to

the supernatural world, not only man can be drowned in the emanation of gnosis of

Allah and may follow the common praising murmur of the whole creation but also he

might find himself indise his own ego, the which he has lost for a lifetime and has been

looking for. If so, he will also become gnostic to his own rank and will comprehend that

he is not the one who works hard day and night and greedily pokes about here and

there to earn a living and whatever more he obtains the less his thirst of greed is

quenched. He finds out that there is another diamond-like nobility in his soul that he is,
.in fact, the same worthy existence

Yes, this very land is called `Arafāt, the site of recognition. What an interesting and

!appropriate appellation

Mash`ar-ul-Ḥarām

The statements cited about the appellation used for Sacred Monument as `Mash`ar-
ul-Ḥarām ' denote that the place is a center for the `mottoes of Hajj', and it is a sign

.for its great glorious divine concerning rites

However, it must not be neglected that the Arabic term / mash`ar / is derived from /
 '. shu`ūr / which means : `sense, consciousness or awareness
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In that exciting unique night, i.e., the night before the tenth of Zil-hajjah, when the

pilgrims, after passing their training course in `Arafāt, have moved into Muzdalifah to

spend a night long until after sunrise there, lying over the smooth sands under the

starry sky, find themselves among a crowd which seems as a small pattern of the

Great Resurrection in the Hereafter. This shakening scene, with that pure serenity

that the surroundings has, makes the pilgrims, being covered in those innocently plain

clothes of `Ihṛām, feel a special new spring of thought, understanding and awareness

inside their own entity, so that, if they contemplate, they can clearly hear the fall of

that consciousness in the depth of their hearts. That is why that venerable place is

'. called `Mash`ar

****

, ..." Then hasten on from where the people hasten on " 

By this verse, the Providence has notified the privileges that the Quraish had

considered for themselves. The Quraish used to call themselves `Humus' (those who

are firm in religion) and, counting themselves the offsprings of Abraham and

custodians of Ka`bah, imagined themselves superior to the people of other Arab

tribes. Hence, they stayed to avoid joining the other pilgrims in proceeding to the plain

of `Arafāt under the pretext that it was out of the limits of Mecca, though they knew

.that it was among the rites of Hajj and a part of the creed of Abraham

In the above verse, the Qur'ān tells Muslims that they all must halt in one place

(`Arafāt) and from there all should go towards Mash`ar from which they totally move

.to Mina. Thus, that wrong privilege of the Quraish passed off

." and seek forgiveness of Allah; verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " ... 

It adds that they ought to avoid those wrong ideas of the age of ignorance and seek

forgiveness of Allah because Hajj, or Islam, does not recognize any such distinctions

and had already levelled every such difference and distinction. Then, it remarks that

.Allah is forgiving and merciful
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****
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:Explanations

Point

In addition to the aforementioned descriptions about the Pilgrimage, cited in the

commentary upon verse No. 196 under the title of ` The Rites of Pilgrimage ', there are

some detailed explanations given at the beginning of an English translation of the

.Qur'ān, by S. V

:Mir Ahmed Ali, which are exactly adopted here, as follows

It is incumbent on every Muslim who has the necessary means to do it, to visit, on " 
Pilgrimage, the Holy Mosque, the Ka`bah, in Mecca once in his life. The carrying out of

.this ordinance is subject to the condition that the individual has the means to do it

Main Conditions Related to the Pilgrimage

:The main conditions are

.The individual must be a major and not a minor . 1

He must have the means to meet the expense of the journey, without detriment to . 2
.his ability to continue his business or the means of his living

.The health of the individual should permit the journey . 3

.There should be no risk of life in the journey . 4

'( For exact details refer to `Fiqh)

The essential formality of Hajj is the Ehṛam, i.e., the male should remove his stitched

clothes and get himself wrapped with two pieces of unstitched, clean cloth, one

covering his body from his neck to his loins and another from his waist to his feet. A
.female should wrap these two pieces over and above her usual clothes

The Ehṛam cloth should have been lawfully acquired and it should not be silken or

.transparent
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The moment the individual puts on the Ehṛam, i.e., the garb of a Pilgrim, (i.e., a Haji),
he becomes responding exclusively to the call of the Lord which was issued to

:mankind through the great Prophet Abraham

And (remember O' Our Apostle Muhammad!) when We fixed for Abraham the place " 
for the House, (saying): ` Associate thou not with Me aught, and cleanse My House for

those who make the circuits and stand in prayer, and bow and prostrate themselves

(." (unto Me

And proclaim thou unto the people the Pilgrimage (Hajj)! They will come " 
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unto thee on foot and on lean camel, coming from every remote (high) way! " 22:26, 27

Putting on the Ehram, the pilgrim in response to the call of the Lord issued through

:Abraham, calls

 ' Labbaik, Allahomma Labbaik! ' ` La Sharika laka Labbaik ` 

.Yes, here I am O' Lord, here I am. There is no partner for thee

.Yes, here I am

 ' Innal-Hamd laka wan-Ne`mata laka ' ` Wal Mulka laka Labbaik ` 

Verily, the Praise and the bounties are Thine. And the Dominion is Thine. Yes, I am

! " here, O Lord

:Note

The above mentioned response of Hājī is cited in the aforementioned book. But the

exact words that they actually recite now is as follows: Labbayk, Allāhumma Labbayk!
Labbayka lā Sharīka Laka Labbayk! Innal-Hamda wan-Ni`mata Laka wal-Mulk, lā

!Sharīka Laka Labbayk

It is worth noting that the call of the Lord to mankind, issued through Abraham

thousands of years ago has been made to ring and resound into the ears of men

through Islam and today the Holy House of the Lord, the Ka`bah, is visited regularly

and punctually every year on the fixed dates in the month of Zilhaj, the last month of

.the Islamic Calendar year

:After putting on the Ehṛam, the Haji or the pilgrim has to do the following

.Tạwāf', i.e., circumambulation, i.e., going seven times round the Ka`bah . ` 1

After the ` Tạwāf ' is completed, a prayer (sạlāt) of two Rak`ats, like that of the . 2
.Morning Prayers, must be performed

(. After the prayer, the pilgrim has to cut the nails (or the hair . 3
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These formalities are performed immediately as the pilgrim arrives in the city of

Mecca for the pilgrimage and this is called `Umrah and the cutting of the nails (or the

hair) is called `Taqsẹer'. This could be performed from the first of the lunar month

.Shawwal to the 8th of Zilhaj

p: 141

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1066 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.On the 8th Zilhaj the pilgrim should put on the Ehṛam

On the 9th Zilhaj the pilgrim should go to the plain of Arafāt and stay there until

.sunset

After the sunset the pilgrim should proceed to the place called Mash`ar and stay

.there at night

On the morning of 10th Zilhaj the pilgrim should go to the plain of Minā, offer sacrifice

(. and effect the `Taqsẹer' (shaving his head clean

After this, the pilgrim should put off the Ehṛam but must remain in Minā for two or

.three nights

During the day the pilgrim goes to Mecca to perform `Tạwāf' and offer two Rak`at

.prayer

After completing the `Tạwāf' the pilgrim should perform the Sa`i between the two

.hillocks Safā and Marwa

After completing the Sa`i, the pilgrim should conclude the performace by repeating

'. the `Tạwaf' called the `Tạwāf-i-Nisā

Caution: Be it known the above note about the performace of Hajj, is only a bare)
skeleton just to give an idea of pilgrimage in Shia`ism For the exact details one should

 '(. refer to ` Fiqh

This completes the pilgrimage and the Haji now returns to Mecca. After the Hajj, the

pilgrim proceeds to Medina to visit the shrine of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the

.graves of the Four Holy Imams (a.s.) in the Cemetry `Jannatul-Baqī' viz

.The Second Holy Imam Hasan Ibne Ali Al-Mujtaba . 1

.The Fourth Holy Imam Ali ibnul Husain Az-Zainul`ābideen . 2

.The Fifth Holy Imam Muhammad ibne Ali Al-Bāqir . 3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1067 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.The Sixth Holy Imam Ja`far ibne Muhammad As-Sādiq . 4

The Mausoleums over graves of the above Holy ones have been demolished and the

pilgrims are not allowed by the Saudi Rule to offer any prayers like Fātiha or the

recitation of any salutation to the Holy Souls. Every sincere Muslim loyal to the Holy

family of the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.); the Ahlul-Bait (a.s.), particularly the Shi`as, feel

for the ruined condition of the holy graves and the unwarranted and unreasonable

ban on the recitation of either the Holy Qur'ān or offering any salutation to the Holy

Souls, and earnestly prays to God for the restoration of the freedom to offer the

Salutation etc., on the Holy
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.Shrines as it was before, and for the removal of the Un-Islamic ban

A Few of the Qur'ānic Verses on Hajj

Verily, the First House made for mankind is the one at Mecca, Blessed and a " 
." Guidance for the worlds

In it are clear signs; the standing place of Abraham; and whoever entereth it is " 
secure; and (purely) for God, is incumbent upon mankind, the pilgrimage to the

House, for those who can afford to journey thither; And whosoever denieth then

Verily, God is Self-sufficiently independent of the Worlds." 3: 95,96

The Time for the Pilgrimage and the Discipline Therein

The pilgrimage ' is performed in the known months; so whosoever determines the ` 
performance of the pilgrimage therein, there shall be then no foul speech nor abusing

nor disputing in the pilgrimage, and whatever good you do, God knoweth it and

maketh provision. `Verily the best of provision is the piety of oneself and fear Me, O'

 '. men of understanding

There is no blame on you in seeking bounty from your Lord, so when ye hasten on

from `Arafāt then remember God near the Holy Mash`ar, Monument, and remember

Him as He hath guided you, though before that ye were certainly of those gone

.astray

Then hasten on from where the people hasten on, and seek forgiveness of Allah; " 
." Verily, God is Forgiving, Merciful

So when ye have performed your devotions, then laud God as ye lauded your fathers,
rather a greater lauding. But there are some people who say, ` Our Lord give us in

.this world, and they shall have no portion in the hereafter

Hajj is the months well-known, whosoever then undertaketh the pilgrimage therein, " 
then let there be no intercourse, nor bad language, nor quarrelling during the

pilgrimage; and whatever of good ye do, God knoweth it; so make provision (for your
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journey) and verily the best provision is piety; and fear Me O' ye people of

." understanding

It shall be no guilt on your part if ye seek bounty from your Lord (in trade during " 
pilgrimage); then when ye march from `Arafāt remember God
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near the Holy Monument, and remember Him as He hath guided you, although ye

.were surely before this, of those who had gone astray

Then march ye on from whence the other people march on and seek pardon of God; " 
.verily God is Forgiving, Merciful

And among them there are some who say Our Lord! give us good in this world and " 
.good in the hereafter and save us from the torment of the (Hell) Fire

These shall have a portion of what they have earned; verily, God is quick in " 
.reckoning

And remember ye God on the numbered days; and whosoever hasteneth off in two " 
days it will be no sin on him, and whoso tarrieth (there), on him (also) there will be no

sin and this is for him who guardeth (against evil) so take ye shelter in God and know

ye (that) unto Him ye shall (all) be gathered." 2: 197-203

Disciplinary Restrictions of Amnesty during the Hajj Period

O' ye who believe! kill ye not (any) game while ye are in the pilgrim garb; and " 
whoever among you killeth it intentionally, the compensation (of it) is the like of what

he killed from the cattle, as adjudged by two just men from among you, as an offering

to be brought to the Ka`bah or the expiation (of it) is the feeding of the poor or the

equivalent of it in fasting, that he may taste the heinousness of his deed; God hath

pardoned what is gone by; and whoever returneth (to it); then will God exact penalty

from him, and God is Mighty, Lord of Retribution." 5: 95

The Lawful Game during the Pilgrimage

Allowed unto you is the game of the sea and eating thereof a provision for you and " 
for the travellers; and forbidden unto you is the game of the land so long as ye are in

the pilgrim garb; and fear ye God unto Whom ye shall be gathered." 5: 96

The Sanctity of the Holy Ka`bah and the Month and the Offerings
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God hath made the Ka`bah, the Sacred House, a Sanctuary (Place " 
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of stay in peace) for mankind and the Sacred Month and the Offerings and the

(animals with the) garlands; this is that ye may know that God knoweth whatever is in
the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and that God is the Knower of all things." 5:

'(. 97 (For details refer to `Fiqh

The Disciplinary Conduct to be followed during the Pilgrimage

In the case of Ehṛam for Hajj, the repetition of the Talbiah should stop at noon on the

:day of `Arafa. The Haji during Ehṛam should abstain from the following

.Hunting or helping in any form and utilizing a hunted animal . 1

.All sexual enjoyments, even witnessing a marriage contract . 2

.Any deliberate action causing discharge of sperm . 3

.Use of any incense or perfume . 4

.Any kind of mischief or uttering a lie, or falsehood . 5

Any kind of dispute or quarrel, particularly it is associated with any kind of swearing . 6
.by God

.Killing even any insect on the body . 7

.Removal of hair on the body, by any means . 8

Covering the head and the top of the foot. The head should not be even submerged . 9
.in the water

Sheltering under moving shelters, like umbrellas, hooded cars or carts or . 10
.aeroplanes. No harm in remaining inside stationary shelters like rooms etc

.Cutting of nails, trees, plants and herbs . 11

.Use of cosmetics decorations and ornaments . 12
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.Wearing of weapons unless necessary . 13

.( Rubbing or scratching the body. (RF . 14

After entering Mecca, one should not leave it before Hajj is over

.Wear the Ehram after one of the daily compulsory prayers

.Recite Talbiah when wearing the Ehram

.Take off the Ehram when the `Umrah is over, but no shaving to be done

.Remove hair before wearing the Ehram

.Take the Gusle Ehram and Wudū for prayers
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.After completing the Sa`y of `Umrah cut hair or nails

:There are two Tawafs

.a) For `Umrah)

.b) In Zilhaj)

.At Mina on the 10th

.Stone the three Satans

.Shave head and offer the sacrifice

.After giving the sacrifice come out of Ehram

.On the 11th and 12th also perform the other rites and stoning at Mina

 '. For the exact details do consult ` Fiqh
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هِرَخِلاْا یِف  هَُلام  ایْنُّدلا وَ  یِف  انِتا  آنَّبرَ  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  سِاّنلا  نَمِفَ  ارکْذِ  َّدشـَاَ  وْاَ  مْکُءَآبا  مْکُرِکْذِکـَ  هَّللا  اورُکُذْافَ  مْکُکَسـِانمَ  مُْتْیضـَقَ  اذاِفَ   200
قٍلاخَ نِْم 

رِانلا بَاذعَ  انِق  هًنَسَحَ وَ  هِرَخِلاْا  یِف  هًنَسَحَ وَ  ایْنُّدلا  یِف  انِتا  آنَّبرَ  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِم  201 وَ 

بِاسحِْلا عُیرسَ  هُّللا  اوُبسَکَ وَ  امِّم  بٌیصَن  مْهَُل  کَِئ  - لوُا  202

When you have performed your (holy) rites, then remember Allah, as you . " 200
.remember your forefathers or even with more intense remembrance

And there are some men who say: ` Our Lord! give us in this world ', they shall have no

." portion in the world to come

:But there are some who say . " 201

Our Lord! grant us good in this world and good in the world to come, and save us ` 
 '." from the torment of the Fire

These shall have a portion of what they have earned; and Allah is quick in . " 202
." reckoning

Commentary: Verses 200-202

It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) that in the Age of Ignorance when the

performance of Hajj ended there usually formed a meeting of people where they

used to boast about the fanciful honours that they had owned from their ancestors.
.They used to explain their stories in detail

The Qur'ān says that after finishing the rites of Hajj remember Allah, and speak about

Him and His endless blessings in that large gathering. This remembrance of the Lord

might be, at least, with the same enthusiasm and affection that you had in your

boastings and glory towards your ancestors in the Age of Ignorance, though this one

.should be even more intense than the former one
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When you have performed your (holy) rites, then remember Allah, as you remember " 
. ..." your forefathers or even with more intense remembrance

This verse also teaches us that greatness and honour is true under the shadow of

.relation with Allah, not boasting for the vain honours of forefathers

: ..." And there are some men who say "... 

After that, the Qur'ān makes the situation of people clear, and points out the standard

of thought and understanding of people.There are some groups of people who do not

look for anything but the material interest for themselves, and do not seek from Allah

:but for the same. They say

 ', ..." Our Lord! give us in this world "...` 

These people do not seek for any share of spiritualities, here in this life. They will not

have any share of them in Hereafter, either. In the coming eternal world, where all

need everything of that kind, they will have nought, and no portion of the good things

.of the next world will be given them

." They shall have no portion in the world to come "...

****

The second group are those whose thoughts are not limited to the material life alone.
They seek for both the good things of the life of this world, as the primary stage of the

spiritual developement towards perfection, and the felicity of the next world. So, this

verse defines, in fact, the logic of Islam due to the material subjects and spiritual

.subjects

It condemns those who are drowned only in materialities as well as those who have

.no regard and attention to the worldly life

But there are some who say: ` Our Lord! grant us good in this world and good in the " 
, ..." world to come
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They also ask Him to save them from the painful chastisement of the coming world,
:saying thus

." and save us from the torment of the Fire "...

 ', It is obvious that the term /hạsanah/, which means ` goodness
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has a vast meaning in the verse so that it includes all the material and spiritual merits.
But, in some traditions, it is narrated that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in answer to the

:question that what the goodness of this world and the world to come was, said

He who has been bestowed a thankful heart, a busy praising tongue, and a pious " 
wife who helps him in his affairs of this world and the next, then, surely, he has been

given the good of this world and the good of the coming world, and will be kept off

(from the torment of Fire."(1

Evidently, this meaning is among the kind of commenting on a general concept upon a
specific one, and pointing to the clear examples rather than to be exclusive to these

.particular ones

****

;These shall have a portion of what they have earned " 

." and Allah is quick in reckoning

Following the foregoing ideas, in this verse it says that these two groups of people will

enjoy of what they have obtained, both those who seek Allah for only the things of

this life and those who demand Him the good of this life and the next. Neither of them

are deprived from what they seek for, but each group will be confined to their own

.demands

Allah will reckon the account of all people in the Hereafter in a short time without

.interfering one person's account with that of another person

:It has been narrated from Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) who said

Verily Allah will reckon the human beings in a single whole time similar to (the way) " 
(that He provides them sustenance wholly in a time."(2

:So, the Qur'ān says

." and Allah is quick in reckoning "...

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1079 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_149_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_149_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


In this verse, the question of speediness of reckoning from the side of Allah has been

.pointed out

****
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Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 2, p. 298 1 - 1
Ibid 2 - 2
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اومُلَعْا هَّللا وَ  اوقَُّتا  یقَّتا وَ  نِمَِل  هِْیلَعَ  مَْثِا  رََّخاَتَ فَ-لا  نْمَ  هِْیلَعَ وَ  مَْثِا  لافَ  نِْیمَوْیَ  یف  لََّجعَتَ  نْمَفَ  تٍادودُْـعمَ  مٍاّیاَ  یف  هَّللا  اورُکُذْا  203 وَ 
نَورُشَحُْت هِْیَلِا  مْکَُّناَ 

(, Celebrate the praise of Allah during the appointed days (Dhul-Hijjah 11,12,13 . " 203

,but whoever hastens off within two days, it will be no sin on him

and whoso tarries (there), on him (also) there will be no sin, (this is) for him who

(. guards (against evil

." Then be in awe of Allah, and know that unto Him you shall be (all) gathered

Commentary: Verse 203

Point

This verse, following to the explanation of the remembrance of Allah at the conclusion

of the performance of the rites of Pilgrimage, defines the process of it and that they,
instead of vain boastings of the Age of Ignorance, must specifically remember Allah in
a few days the minimum of which is two days. These days, based on the frame of

reference of the former verses, are the days after the Feast of Sacrifice which

naturally are the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth of the month. In the terminology of

 '. traditions, these days are called `the days of Tashrīq

As this appellation denotes, these days are the time when the mind and spirit of a

person can be delighted under the light of the performance of those splendid religious

.rites

Celebrate the praise of Allah

Celebrate the praise of Allah during the appointed days (Dhul-Hijjah 11,12,13), but " 
whoever hastens off within two days, it will be no sin on him, and whoso tarries

, ..." (there), on him (also) there will be no sin

In the Islamic literature, it is recommended that after the fifteen daily prayers, (the

first of which is the noon prayer on the Feast of Sacrifice and its final one is the
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morning prayer on the thirteenth day of the month), the following inspiring phrases be

:recited; the Arabic transliteration of which are pronounced thus
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Allāhu akbar, Allāhu akbar, lā 'ilāha 'illallāhu wallāhu akbar, Allāhu akbar, wa lillāhil " 
hạmd, Allāhu akbaru `alā mā hadānā, Allāhu akbaru `alā mā razaqnā min bahīmatil-

 " 'an`ām, wal-hạmdu lillāhi `alā mā 'ablānā

Allah is great, Allah is great. There is no God save Allah. Allah is great. Allah is great " 
and all praise is due to Allah. Allah is great in that He has guided us. Allah is great in
that He has granted us animals for sustenance, and all praise is due to Allah for what

." He has destined for us

This part of the verse which says: " it will be no sin on him " may point to the choice of

either two or three days in remembrance of Allah. Then, this clause means that there

is no sin upon the one who chooses either of them. (And, the primary apparent

.( meaning of the phrase is this very one

Also, these words may be rendered to the negation of sin absolutely for the pilgrims

of the Sacred House. According to this interpretation, after the performance of the

rites of Hajj, having been done faithfully and with full attention and sincerity, which

ends with the above mentioned holy phrases, all the signs of former sins and their evil

remaining consequences upon the heart and soul of pilgrims will be wiped out. It is at

this time that the pilgrims, with clean souls and free from the burden of sins, leave

that great site, i.e., that moral training land. The commentators have taken the term

/li-man-it-taqā/, " (this is) for him who guards (against evil) ", as an attestation to this

.recent mentioned meaning

At the end of the verse, it advises us that we mortals should be in awe of Allah and be

aware that our path is unto Him and we all will be mustered when our deeds, whether

.good or evil, will be reckoned and we will be rewarded for them

." Then be in awe of Allah, and know that unto Him you shall be (all) gathered " 

****
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Verse 204-206; Arabic; English Translation

مِاصخِْلا ُّدَلاَ  وَهُ  هِبْلقَ وَ  یف  ام  یلعَ  هَّللا  دُهِشُْی  ایْنُّدلا وَ  هِویحَْلا  یِف  هُُلوْقَ  کَُبجِْعُی  نْمَ  سِاّنلا  نَِم  204 وَ 

دَاسفَْلا ُّبحُِی  هُّللا لا  لَسَّْنلا وَ  ثَرْحَْلا وَ  کَِلهُْی  اهیف وَ  دَسِْفُیِل  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  یعسَ  یّلوَتَ  اذِا  205 وَ 

دُاهمِْلا سَْئِبَل  مَُّنهَجَ وَ  هُُبسْحَفَ  مِْثلاِْاِب  هَُّزعِْلا  هُْتذَخَاَ  هَّللا  قَِّتا  هَُل  لَیق  اذِا  206 وَ 

And among people is he whose speech in the life of this world causes you to . " 204
,wonder, and he calls on Allah to witness as to what is in his heart

." yet he is the most violent of adversaries

,And when he turns back, he strives to cause mischief on the earth . " 205

." and to destroy the tilth and the stock. But Allah does not love mischief

 ', And when it is said to him, ` Fear Allah . " 206

pride drives him towards sin. So Hell shall be sufficient for him and it is an evil abode

." indeed

:Occasion of Revelation

These verses were revealed about a man by the name of 'Ukhnos-ibn-Sharīq. He was

.a handsome man and of attractive speech

He pretended to the friendship of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and showed himself a Muslim.
Whenever he went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he expressed his Faith to him and, though

he was a hypocrite, he took an oath that he loved the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and had

believed in God. The Messenger of Allah spoke with him warmly and treated him with

.his kindness and affection

When there came a conflict between the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the members of the

Thaqīf Tribe, that man took Muslims by surprise and killed their beasts. He burnt their

.farming crops

Some other commentators have said that he passed by a farm belonging to Muslims
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and set its agricultural crops on fire. He
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hamstringed their beasts, too, and, thereby, made his hidden hypocrisy manifest.
.Then, the above verses were revealed

Commentary: Verses 204-206

Hypocrisy

As mentioned in the occasion of revelation, the verse points to the hypocrisy of some

:mischief-makers and warns the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) against them. It says

And among people is he whose speech in the life of this world causes you to wonder, " 
and he calls on Allah to witness as to what is in his heart, yet he is the most violent of

." adversaries

There are some people who, with their smooth tongue, express Faith and indulge in
plausible talk with many oaths. But, the same persons are the most harmful enemies

and hostile ones against Islam; and, hiddenly they stir up quarrels and cause all sorts

of mischief: they spoil the crops of the farms, strive to waste and defame the believing

.men and the religion of the Truth

Allah uncovers their tricks and makes their interiors manifest for His Messenger that

they try in the path of making mischief. If they were true in their statements, they

would not cast mischief and destruction, because everybody knows that Allah does

.not love mischief

And when he turns back, he strives to cause mischief on the earth, and to destroy " 
." the tilth and the stock. But Allah does not love mischief

There may come forth this question that why the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) treated such

people kindly. The reason was for that he was commissioned to accept the

statements of all people as long as they did not show the contrary status. And such

.should be that, of course

Some commentators have said that the purpose of the phrase /wa'iðā tawallā/ " And

when he turns back " at the beginning of the second verse may have been in the
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sense of ` government ', since the term /tawallā/ derived from the root /wilāyat/
means government. Taking this consideration, the commentary of this verse is such: `

when the
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hypocrites take the government in their control, they begin making mischief and

destruction and stretching oppression and transgression amongst people. Then as

the result of the spread of oppression and cruelty, the cities and societies turn to ruin

and the lives and properties of people will be in danger. These wicked people are so

that when they are prohibited from doing disgrace, their fanaticism and obstinacy will

be excited, then, they not only do not hearken to the advices of the benevolent

advisers but, with their own specific pride, increase their wickedness and evil actions.
.Such people cannot be controlled save with the Fire of Hell

 ', And when it is said to him, ` Fear Allah " 

pride drives him towards sin. So Hell shall be sufficient for him and it is an evil abode

." indeed

In fact, this verse is a hint to one of other characteristics of hypocrites which is a

stable zeal and a harsh pride and obstinacy that drive them to the limits of the

:greatest evil

. ..." pride drives him towards sin "...

In contrast to this group, there are the believing people who, under the government

.of Faith, are apart from this hideous and dangerous quality

****
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دِابعِْلاِب فٌؤُرَ  هُّللا  هِّللا وَ  تِاضرْمَ  ءَآغِتْبا  هُسَْفَن  يرشْیَ  نْمَ  سِاّنلا  نَِم  207 وَ 

And among people is he who sells his self to seek the pleasure of Allah; and Allah . " 207
." is affectionate unto His (faithful) servants

Commentary: Verse 207

(The plot to kill Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h

Ibn-i-Abil-Ḥadeed, one of the scholars of the Sunni schools who lived in the seventh

century A.H., has cited in his famous book, Sharh-̣i-Nahjul-Balāqah (the Explanation of

the statements of Imam `Ali (a.s.)), that the commentators totally had said that the

above verse was revealed about and in the praise of Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib after that he

readily slept in the bed of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) on the night known as Laylat-ul-Mabīt.
.This idea is in wide scale famous so that none can deny it but a pagan or a crazy one

The explanation of the event precisely is such that the pagans of Mecca decided to

elect one person from each tribe to kill the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) all together

in order to prevent the rise of Banī-Hāshim tribe in vengeance for his bloodshed. They

thought, in that way, they could be free from the Prophet's Call. But the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) became aware of their hostile plot before it was too late. Then, `Ali-ibn-Abī-
Tạ̄lib (a.s.) accepted readily to sleep in the Prophet's bed so that he (p.b.u.h.) could get

.out of Mecca safely

As soon as Ali (a.s.) slept in that bed instead of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the

Providence questioned His two dear angels, Gabriel and Michael, which of them was

ready to be devoted to the other, but neither of them was ready to do that. So, the

Lord told them to watch then how `Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib (a.s.) was ready to devote his soul

.(. for the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

Many of the Muslim scholars have confessed to the above fact. The Late `Allāmah

Amīnī has mentioned the names of such scholars in
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his famous book: Al-Qadīr, vol. 2, p. 48, including Musnad-i-Imam Ahṃad Ḥanbal, vol. 1,
.p. 348

It is cited in Atyab-ul-Bayān Fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān that the book called Qāyat-ul-Marām

has narrated twenty traditions, nine of which are through the Sunnite scholars and

eleven of them are narrated through Shī`ah scholars, denoting that the verse under

discussion was revealed on the virtue of Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib (a.s.) on Laylat-ul-Mabīt i.e.
the night when he (a.s.) slept in the Prophet's bed and the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)

(migrated to Medina.(1

One of the books written in the third century A.H. entitled: Tārīkh-i-Tạbarī, vol. 2, p. 373
has explained the description of the event of Laylat-ul-Mabīt, the night in which `Ali

(a.s.) slept in the bed of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). This event is also explained in
.Tarīkh-i-Ya`qūbī, vol. 2, p. 39

Ibn-i-Abil-Ḥadeed expresses in Sharh-̣i-Nahjul-Balāqah, vol. 4, p. 73 that Mu`āwiyah

payed four thousand Dirhams in order that it would be said by people that the above

.holy verse was revealed upon the virtue of Ibn-i-Muljam

Some of the books from both Sunni and Shi`ah schools, which have vividly considered

:the revelation of this verse upon the virtue of `Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib (a.s.), are as follows

Ihỵā'-u-`Ulūm-id-Dīn, vol. 3, p.238 by Qazālī;Tathkirat-ul-Khawās,̣ by Sebt-ibn-Jauzī'

Ḥanafī; As-Sīrat-un-Nabawiyyah Ibn-i-Hushām, vol. 2, p. 291, by Ibn-i-Hushām; As-
Sīrat-ul-Ḥalabīyyah, vol. 2, p. 29, printed in Maktabat-ut-Tijārīyat-ul-Kubrā, Egypt, by

.Ḥalabī; Al-Fusụ̄l-ul- Muhimmah, by Ibn-i-Sabbāq Mālikī

:Explanations

Speech of evil person

Sometimes it happens that an evil person says something which seems wonderful: - 1
" And among people is he whose speech... causes you to wonder, ..." (the Qur'ān, 2:
204); but, in comparison with that, a true believer does something that causes the

:world to wonder
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..." And among people is he who sells his self " 

Gaining Allah's pleasure

The most profitable bargain is the one that a person sells his best property, his soul, - 2
to Allah, his Creator. Such a bargain is done neither for Paradise nor for being safe

:from the Fire of Hell, but it is merely performed for gaining His pleasure

; ..." to seek the pleasure of Allah "...

Facing Danger in the way of Allah

This is important that a person ventures his self and puts his soul in danger on the - 3
way of Allah by going forward towards the danger with no fear of it, whether the one

.confronts that danger or not

Regarding to the occasion of revelation, the praise is for the one who exposes his soul

.in the process of sale although there happens no adventure

The love and affection of Allah is the best reward. Allah has ordinarily assigned a - 4
definite reward for every action in the Qur'ān, but in this verse, instead of expressing

:any sorts of reward, it simply says Allah is affectionate

." and Allah is affectionate unto His (faithful) servants "...

****
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Verse 208-209; Arabic; English Translation

نٌیبُم ٌّودُعَ  مْکَُل  هَُّنِا  نِاطْیَّشلا  تِاوطُخُ  اوعُِبَّتتَ  هًَّفآک وَ لا  مِْلِّسلا  یِف  اوُلخُدْا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   208

مٌیکحَ زٌیزعَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعْافَ  ِیبَْلا  تُانّ مُکُْتءَاج  ام  دِْعَب  نِْم  مُْتْلَلزَ  نْاِفَ   209

O' you who have Faith! enter you all into submission (to Allah in being in peace), . " 208
. " and follow not the footsteps of Satan, for he is a manifest foe for you

But if you slip after clear arguments have come to you, then know that Allah is . " 209
. " the Mighty, the Wise

:Occasion of Revelation

It is narrated from `Akramah that this verse was revealed about the Jews who had

converted to Islam, such as: `Abdullah-ibn-Salām, Tha`labat-ibn-Salām, Ibn-i-
Yāmīn, Asad and Asīd (the sons of Ka`b), Shu`bat-ibn-Amr, Bahīrā-Rāhib, Sa`īd-ibn-
Amr, and Ghays-ibn-Zayd. They went to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and asked

him to allow them to glorify Saturday and recite the Torah; and, similar to the custom

(in the Age of Ignorance, to avoid consuming the milk and meat of camel. (1

Commentary: Verses 208-209

Worldly peace

.The worldly peace is possible only under the Shadow of Faith

The Qur'ānic words /silm/ and /salām/ in lexicon mean `peace' and `quietness'. So,
this verse invites all the believes to peace, and in view of the fact that it addresses the

believers, the verse means that peace can come into existence only with the

existence of Faith. Thus, war and anxiety cannot be removed only by relying on mere

human made rules and laws based on material affairs. Then, it is only by the use of

the spiritual power of Faith that human beings, in spite of all their
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differences, can live peacefully and in fellowship together when they, consequently,
.may form a worldly government

(, ..." O' you who have Faith! enter you all into submission (to Allah in being in peace " 

It is evident that material affairs such as: language, race, wealth, geographical region,
and social classes are totally the origin of separation and dispersion. They cannot

provide the real worldly peace which needs a firm circle of connection between the

hearts of human beings in the world. This linking circle is only Faith in Allah which is
beyond those differences. Therefore, a certain worldly peace without Faith is

impossible; the same manner that the inner peace and tranquillity in the unity of a

.person and in his spiritual environment, without having a true Faith, is impossible

, ..." and follow not the footsteps of Satan " ... 

Satanic temptations and deviations usually come forth gradually

As it was formerly mentioned, the Satanic temptations and deviations usually come

forth gradually and , according to the meanings of the Qur'ān, each of them is counted

as the following of a step of Satan. (1) Here, this fact is stated again that deviation

from the right and following the stimuli of enmity, hypocrisy, fighting and blood-
shedding usually begin from slight and simple stages. Believing people should be

aware of their advent in order to stop them. There is a proverb common among Arab

.people which says: Verily, a destructive fight begins with a slap

. " for he is a manifest foe for you "... 

The enmity of Satan against human kind is not something hidden or unknown. Satan

has decided and sworn to behave inimically towards man since the beginning of the

creation of Adam, and does his best to settle this enmity among the human race. Yet,
as it has been described before, this opposition and hostility can not harm the true

.believers but it is a secret alongside the path of spiritual development

****
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, ... " But if you slip after clear arguments have come to you " 
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The path is clear; the program is clear; and the destination is also clear; so, there is no

.room for falling for the temptations of Satan

Yet, if you deviate from the straight path and go astray while you have all of these

clear reasons in hand, it will be your own fault. Thus, do know that Allah is both

`Mighty' , so that no one can flee from His justice, and `Wise' so that He judges

.nothing unjustly

. " then know that Allah is the Mighty, the Wise " ... 

:Explanations

Another interpretation of the verse says: this verse indicates that the Holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) through this revelation was informed of what will happen to those who

joined the ranks of Islam for some interest of their own or other. It is clearly stated in
this verse that those who backslide after adopting the faith, may not foolishly imagine

that their going astray is going to affect in the least, the cause of God or would cause

any inconvenience to the cause of those who believe in God. Those who go astray,
need not be arrogant as to imagine that they will defeat God's Power or Wisdom. The

.loss will be of those who go astray and not in the least of anybody else

****
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رُوُملاُْا عُجَرُْت  هِّللا  یَلِا  رُْملاَْا وَ  یَضُِق  هُکَِئ وَ  - لمَْلا مِامغَْلا وَ  نَِم  لٍلَظُ  یف  هُّللا  مُهُیَِتأْیَ  نْاَ  لاِّا  نَورُظُْنیَ  لْهَ   210

Are they waiting for aught but Allah should come to them in the shadows of . " 210
?clouds, with the angels

. " The matter has (already) been decided; and to Allah is the reversion of all affairs

Commentary: Verse 210

Signs and Evidence of Allah

In this verse Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is addressed, where the Lord, following the

previous subject, remarks whether all these available signs and clear evidences and

ordinances are not enough to protect people from deviation and being safe from the

(. grips of their obvious foe, (Satan

Do the followers of Satan's command, besides having all those clear signs, expect that

Allah accompanied with the angels, should come unto them in canopies (1) of cloud

and yield them some evidences more clear than the present ones? This is impossible,
because Allah is not substance. Suppose this impossible happening becomes possible,

?what is the use of it when it is not needed

Are they waiting for aught but Allah should come to them in the shadows of clouds, " 
? ... " with the angles

It is in the case that the whole matter is decreed and determined, and nothing has

.remained undone

; ..." The matter has (already) been decided " ... 

.And the destination of everything is to Allah, thus the end of all affairs is unto Him

. " and to Allah is the reversion of all affairs " ... 

Therefore, the apparently interrogative sentence at the beginning of the verse, in

meaning, is a negative question which means such a
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The term /zulal/ is the plural form of /pullah/ meaning: 'awning, sun-shade, canopy, 1 - 1
tent..., or whatever that produces shade'. Thus, the phrase /zulalin min-al-qamam/

means: 'canopies of clouds
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thing cannot happen. (This is besides that, as we said, the occurrence of this

impossible action is not necessary, because all the means of guidance have

sufficiently been provided for the human race). So, according to this interpretation,
there is nothing hidden in the meaning of the verse; and, therefore, the words of it

.have exactly and totally been commented on

But, some of commentators have not taken the initial sentence of the verse as a

positive interrogation with a negative sense. They have considered it a kind of

warning against the sinners and those who follow the temptations of Satan, (a threat

causing worldly punishment or the punishment of the world to come). In this case, the

:meaning of the verse will be as follows

Are such people, with those unbecoming deeds and behaviour of theirs, awaiting for

the command of Allah and His angels (of wrath) to come upon them for their

punishment and put them in the chastisement of this world or the coming world, and

put an end to their affairs? Of course, their deeds have no fruit for them but this very

.mentioned one indeed

It is also worthy to note the explanation by al-`Allāmah as-Sayyid Muhạmmad

Ḥusayn at-Tạbātabā'ī in Al-Mīzān Commentary, vol. 3, pp. 152, 153 (English version),
:about the verse under discussion where it says

It is self-evident truth, which is also proved by the Qur'ān and the sunnah, that

attributes of the body connot be used for Allah, nor can He be described with

adjectives of transient things. No such word, phrase of sentence can be used for Him

.which implies transience, need, deficiency or want

Allah, the Self-Sufficient

Allah says: Nothing whatsoever (is there) like the like of Him. (42:11); and Allah is He

Who is Self-sufficient (35:15); Allah is the Creator of everything. (39:62) There are

numerous such verses; and all of them are confirmed and decisive ones to which the

ambiguous verses should be referred. It is these confirmed verses which guide us

towards the correct interpretation of the ambiguous ones. If any verse apparently
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attributes to Allah and action or a characteristic of transient things, then it must be

referred to the confirmed verses and interpreted in a way which is not below His

dignity nor opposed to His

p: 162

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1101 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.beautiful names

Now here is a verse which attributes the action of `coming' to Allah. A few other

verses also have used this word for Him. And comes your Lord with the angels

arrayed in ranks (89:22); then came upon them Allah from whence they did not expect

(59:2); so Allah came upon their structure from the foundations (16:26). In all such

verses, it is necessary to interpret them with such meaning which are worthy of

Divine sublimity. We may give them the meaning of, let us say, sending His

chastisement upon them or surrounding them with His power of wrath. Accordingly,
the meaning of `Allah should come to them' in this verse shall be: `Allah should

'. surround them with His power for enforcing His decree on them

****
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Section 26: Rejection of the Signs and the Apostles from Allah

Point

بِاقعِْلا دُیدشَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  هُْتءَاج  ام  دِْعَب  نِْم  هِّللا  هَمَْعِن  لِّْدبَُی  نْمَ  هٍنَِّیَب وَ  هٍیَا  نِْم  مْهُانْیتَا  مْکَ  لَیئارسِْا  ینَب  لْسَ   211

Ask the Children of Israel how many clear signs We gave them; and whosoever . " 211
changes Allah's blessing after it has come unto him, then, verily Allah is severe in

. " retribution

Commentary: Verse 211

Manner of the Children of Isreal

This verse points to the manner of the Children of Israel that how they were

entangled with the punishment of Allah when they changed the blessings of Allah and

.showed ingratitude after having those clear signs and divine favours

Ask the Children of Israel how many clear signs We gave them; and whosoever " 
,..." changes Allah's blessing after it has come unto him

The purpose of `change of blessing' is that one misuses the blessings, favours, and

material and spiritual sources of authority, potentialities and talents that the one

naturally has in his possession on the path of destruction, deviation, transgression,
.and vicious actions

Allah gave the Children of Israel both spiritual trainees and powerful leaders. He

(s.w.t.) bestowed upon them all sorts of material and spiritual facilities and

.possibilities, but they changed those bounties

That behaviour they had, not only ruined their lives in this world, but also causes that

.there will be waiting a painful chastisement for them in the world to come

." then, verily Allah is severe in retribution "... 

The problem of `change of blessing' and its painful resulting fate is
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not conclusive to the Israelites. At this very present Age, the industrial world is also

entangled with this great adversity. The human race of today has so much abundant

and different bounties and facilities that no period in the history has recorded the like

of them for human kind. Yet, as a result of being distant from the heavenly

instructions of prophets and because of `change of blessing' , human beings of this

Age have applied those bounties terribly alongside the way of their own destruction.
They have produced the most dangerous destructive weapons out of them (those

bounties) to ruin the world. Or, they have gained profits by misusing their own

material natural potentialities for the spread of transgression, oppression,
exploitation, and have changed the world into an insecure and unpeaceful site in all

.respects

The initial phrase of the verse: "Ask the Children of Israel" is, in fact, for the reason

that the blessing of Allah be confessed by them, and then, it be remarked why they

.were faced with that adversity: that they scattered wandering in the world
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Verse 212, Arabic; English Translation

بٍاسحِ رِْیغَِب  ءُاشیَ  نْمَ  قُزُرْیَ  هُّللا  هِمَیقِْلا وَ  مَوْیَ  مْهُقَوْفَ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذَّلا  اوُنمَا وَ  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  نَورُخَسْیَ  ایْنُّدلا وَ  هُویحَْلا  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلِل  نَِّیزُ   212

The life of this world has been made to seem fair to those who disbeleive, and . " 212
,they mock those who beleive

but those who guard (against evil) shall be above them on the Day of Judgement and

. " Allah provides with sustenance for whomever He wills without measure

:Occasion of Revelation

Ibn-Abbas, the famous commentator, says that this holy verse was revealed about

the chief leaders of Quraysh, a minority of wealthy people in their disbelieving tribe,
who were living in easy circumstances. They used to mock a group of steadfast

Muslim believers, who were poor from the point of finances. These disbelievers said: if
the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) had really been appointed from the side of God and

was a noble prophet, the rich and authoritative ones would have followed him. Then,
.this verse was revealed and answered their vain statements

Commentary: Verse 212

The occasion of revelation of the verse does not hinder us from taking the verse as a
general and common rule, or consider it as the perfecter of the previous verse about

:the Jews. The verse says

, ... " The life of this world has been made to seem fair to those who disbelieve " 

:Thus, they were so proud that they ridiculed those believers who were rather poor

, ... " and they mock those who believe " ... 

p: 166

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1106 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Yet, in the meantime, the attention should also be paid to this condition that

 ... but those who guard (against evil) shall be above them on the Day of Judgement " ... 
"

The reason for that condition lies in the coming world where the spiritual ranks will be

illustrated in their objective forms and believers will be positioned in such elevated

high ranks that these miserable people, comparing them to as if the believers are in
high sky of honour, feel themselves in the lowest and deepest earthly abode of

disgrace. This is not surprising, of course, because the foregoing detailed condition is
:the fruit of their own deeds

. " and Allah provides with sustenance for whomever He wills without measure " ... 

These facts are, indeed, some gladtidings for the poor believers and also a severe

.warning to the rich who are proud and faithless unto the Truth

And the phrase stating that `Allah provides with sustenance for whomever (here, the

believers) He wills without measure' may point to this idea that Divine rewards, from

the view of quantity and quality, are never equivalent to our good deeds. They are

bestowed according to His Grace and Generosity, and, also, we know that there is no

.limit to the Grace and Generosity of Allah
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امَ هِیف وَ  اوفُلَتَخْا  امَیف  سِاّنلا  نَْیَب  مَکُحْیَِل  ِّقحَْلاِب  بَاتکِْلا  مُهُعَمَ  لَزَْناَ  نَیرذِْنُم وَ  نَیرِّشبَُم وَ  نَّیِبَّنلا  هُّللا  ثَعَبَفَ  هًدَحـِاو  هًَّمُا  سُاّنلا  نَاک   213
يدهْیَ هُّللا  هِنذْاِِب وَ  ِّقحَْلا  نَِم  هِیف  اوفُلَتَخْا  امَِل  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  هُّللا  يدَهـَفَ  مْهُنَْیَب  ایْغَب  ِیبَْلا  تُانّ مُهُْتءَاج  ام  دِْـعَب  نِْم  هُوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  َّلاِا  هِیف  فَلَتَخْا 

مٍیقتَسُْم طٍارصِ  یلِا  ءُآشیَ  نْمَ 

All) Mankind was but a single nation, then Allah raised Prophets as bearers of . " ) 213
good tidings and warners, and He sent down with them the Book with the Truth that it

.might judge between people on that wherein they differed

And none were at odds over it, except those very (people) whom it was given unto,
after clear arguments had come to them, revolting among themselves. So Allah

guided by His Will, those who believed regarding that which people had differed about

.the truth

. " And Allah guides whomever He wills to the Straight Path

Commentary: Verse 213

Mankind, but a Single Nation

It is understood from this verse that human race had a simple and plain life at the

beginning. Then, later, after the increase of population and the appearance of a

.variety of tastes among them, little by little, diversities and oppositions arose

, ... " All) Mankind was but a single nation " )

As some Islamic traditions indicate, this period has been adapted to an Age before the

time of Noah (a.s.) when people, with little information, used to live a simple limited

.life

But, sometime later there appeared some conflicts between individuals when they

wanted to gain more and more interests especially
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by employing others for reaching the foregoing purposes via them. This caused that

.the classes of people and social levels came into existence

, ..." then Allah raised Prophets as bearers of good tidings and warners " ... 

The necessity of a social life is the existence of a firm and just law in that society. This

law should be able to solve the problems of people. Allah appointed the prophets for

solving the problems and removing the opposition created thereby. He (s.w.t.) sent

some heavenly Books down to them, but some arrogant groups consciously stood

against the invitation of the prophets and produced a new conflict, added to their

.former ones

 ... " and He sent down with them the Book with the Truth " ... 

In this way, of course, Allah led some receptive people to His guidance with His grace

and favour, and left those who, as a result of envy, jealousy, force, or oppression,
.resisted against the truth alone to themselves until they recieve their retribution

. ..." that it might judge between people on that wherein they differed " ... 

:Explanations

Complexity of Life Varies with size of Population

The larger the number of contemporary people in one region is, the more variety of - 1
demands will arise; and, when the life is simpler and the number of people is smaller,

.the less the contradictions will be

Necessity of a Judge

Wherever there lies a dispute, there needs a judge. Human made laws and - 2
civilizations are not able to solve the discords of mankind, because all human groups

or individuals usually look for their own personal needs or demands. The solution of

the human problems should be made up via the path of Divine prophets and through

the revealed laws which are free from any fault and falsification because they are
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.sent down from the side of Allah (s.w.t.) and by an infallible figure, i.e. a godly prophet

,And none were at odds over it, except those very (people) whom it was given unto " ... 
... "

Faith in the Resurrection

The best way of solution to contradictions is Faith in the Resurrection. This doctrine - 3
utilizes the subject of glad tidings to prevent the appearance of contradictions, and

.uses the subject of warning as its remedy
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Intentional Contradiction

The worst kind of contradiction is the intentional one which comes forth with the - 4
.aim of jealousy and oppression while there are clear evidences available

. ..." after clear arguments had come to them, revolting among themselves " ... 

Path to the solution of contradiction

The path to the solution of contradiction, therefore, is belief in Truth and obeying - 5
:the law of prophets

 ... " So Allah guided by His Will, those who believed " ... 

Judgement of prophets

The critical statement of the Qur'ān is targeted to that pertinacious contradiction in - 6
which a person does not accept the judgement of prophets appointed by Allah based

on the Divine Law, else the contradictions and disputes that finally surrender to

justice are not objected. This kind of diversity is similar to the two pans or scales of a
.balance which move up and down until one finally parallels with the other

. ..." regarding that which people had differed about the truth " ... 

Dispute Between Believers

There sometimes appear disputes between the believers, too, but they will be led - 7
under the guardianship of Allah; while disbelievers will be wandering in darkness

.forever

. " And Allah guides whomever He wills to the Straight Path " ... 

The Straight Path

. " Rescue from contradiction is, surely, counted "the Straight Path - 8

****
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Verse 214, Arabic; English Translation

لُوسَُّرلا وَ لَوقُیَ  یّتحَ  اوُلزِْلزُ  ءُآرَّّضلا وَ  ءُآسأْبَْلا وَ  مُهُْتَّسمَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  اوْلَخَ  نَیذَّلا  لُثـَمَ  مْکُِتأْیـَ  امـَّل  هََّنجَْلا وَ  اوُلخُدْتـَ  نْاَ  مُْتْبسـِحَ  مْاَ   214
بٌیرقَ هِّللا  رَصَْن  َّنِا  لااَ  هِّللا  رُصَْن  یتمَ  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا 

Or did you suppose you would enter Paradise untouched by the suffering which . " 214
?was endured by those before you

They were afflicted by distress and adversity and were so shakened that the

,Messenger and those who believed with him said

(?' When will Allah's help (come`

! " Surely Allah's help is (always) nigh

:Occasion of Revelation

Some of the commentators say that this verse was revealed on the occasion of the

battle of Ahzāb, or the Confederate, when the Muslims got impatient and terribly

terrified in the battle. So, they, being surrounded by the enemy, began asking about

the help of Allah, the Almighty. Therefore, the revelation of this verse invited them to

patience and perseverance and made them hopeful of triumph through the help of

.Allah

It is also reported that when Muslims were defeated in the battle of 'Uhud, `Abdillah-
ibn-'Ubayy, reproaching them, inquired that until when those Muslims were going to

give themselves in death and he added that if Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) was really the

Messenger of Allah, then He (s.w.t.) would not let his companions be captured or killed.
.At that moment the above verse was revealed

****
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Commentary: Verse 214

:Intense Adversities as a Divine Practice

The above verse indicates that some of the believers thought that the main factor of

arriving in Heaven was only the expression of Faith to Allah and, thereafter, no

trouble or pain they might tolerate. Hence, Allah would arrange their affairs, they

imagined, and destroy their enemies without any effort and endeavour that they

.themselves might suffer

Against this kind of wrong thinking, the Qur'ān points to the true and usual method of

Allah. It says that the believers must be ready to devote themselves and to face with

troubles and difficulties along the path of Faith and its influence. These difficulties are,
in fact, some trials which make the real Faith from the unreal one manifest. The

Qur'ān also explains that these trials and difficulties exist as a general law, and that is
.why they had afflicted the former nations and all previous sects, too

Or did you suppose you would enter Paradise untouched by the suffering which was " 
? ..." endured by those before you

The Israelites, for example entangled with many sufferings in order to be rescued

from the oppressive grips of the Pharaoh. When they were amazed and did not know

what to do, the grace and favour of Allah came and helped them to win their enemy.
This situation was not exclusive to the Children of Israel alone, but, as the above

verse points out in the phrase: " by those before you ", all earlier nations had a

common status from this point of view, too. It seems that this is a Divine practice

.which is the secret of training and spiritual development in human kind

 ..." They were afflicted by distress and adversity " ... 

All dynasties should be involved in the current of adversities and calamities so that

they be prepared for some more important and graver adventures, and also, by this

way, the efficient and experienced ones be recognized and with repelling the

.unworthy persons, the society be filtered
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,and were so shakened that the Messenger and those who believed with him said " ... 
..."

Another point that we must be aware of in commenting on this verse is that, at the

end, it proclaims that afflictions and adversities had so intensely encompassed the

:former nations that even the believing people and prophets, all together, said

(?' ... " When will Allah's help (come " ... `

It is evident that the purpose, here, is not a protest against the Providence, but this

manner of statement is itself a kind of invocation and a plea for help. So, the Qur'ān

:says

! " Surely Allah's help is (always) nigh " ... 
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Verse 215, Arabic; English Translation

َّناِفَ رٍْیخَ  نِْم  اوُلعَْفتَ  ام  لِیبَّسلا وَ  نِْباوَ  نِیکاسمَْلا  یماتیَْلا وَ  نَیبرَْقلاَْا وَ  نِْیدَِـلاوْلِلفَ وَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  مُْتْقفَْناَ  ام  لُْق  نَوقُفِْنُی  اذام  کََنوُلئَسـْیَ   215
مٌیلعَ هِب  هَّللا 

:They ask you (O' Muhammad) what they should spend; say . " 215

Whatever you spend that is good, (from your material and spiritual wealth to avail)`

for parents, relatives, the orphans, the needy, and the traveller; and whatever you do

 '." that is good, verily Allah is All-Knowing of it

:Occasion of Revelation

Amr-ubn-i-Jamūh was an old man who was rich, too. Once he asked the Prophet`

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) what he would spend as charity and to whom he could give the

.charity. Concerning this matter, the above verse was revealed

Commentary: Verse 215

Charity: What should be spent and on Whom

There are many verses in the Qur'ān which speak about charity in the way of Allah.
The Lord of the world has variously encouraged Muslims to spend in charity and help

the indigent, but the status of the verse under discussion is different. At the time of

revelation, some people wanted to know what kind of property they should spend

.from

:So, it says

; ..." They ask you (O' MUhammad) what they should spend " 

The verse, in answer to this question, besides explaining what should be spent, points

to another problem, too. It adds the situations and persons that charity might be

spent on. And, as it was mentioned in the above, the occasion of revelation also shows

that both problems (the material which should be spent, and the persons whom

.charity should be given to) had been questioned about
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p: 174

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1118 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


dispensed with by the way of charity in the way of Allah, applying the term `khayr'

(good), there has been given a complete, expressive and inclusive answer to the

question. The answer simply is whatsoever good that may benefit the others. Thus, it
.concludes all beneficial capital, irrespective of material or spiritual

,say, ` Whatever you spend that is good " ... 

( ... " from your material and spiritual wealth to avail)

In reply to the second subject, i.e. the person and the order in which charity should

proceed, a logical series is given. The claim of the parents and of the nearest relatives

is made the first concern of the charitable. Then, it refers to the orphans and the

.indigents before paying to the needy travellers

; ..." for parents, relatives, the orphans, the needy, and the traveller " ... 

It is self-evident that making provision for relatives, besides the ordinary effects that

.any charity has, contains a profound result in firmness of their relationship

 '." and whatever you do that is good, verily Allah is All-Knowing of it " ... 

The dispensers of charity should not persist on the matter so that others understand

their benevolence, and their good actions should be done for obtaining more sincerity.
It seems that the secret of that fact lies in this sense that the One Who gives reward

knows everything including whatever deed we do. So, the Exalted One in Whose

possession is the recompense of all deeds, with Him are the accounts of all human

.beings, too

****
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مُلَْعیَ وَ هُّللا  مْکَُلٌّرشـَ وَ  وَهُ  ائًْیشـَ وَ  اوُّبحُِت  نْاَ  یـسعَ  مْکَُلرٌْیخَ وَ  وَهُوَ  ائًْیشـَ  اوهُرَکْتَ  نْاَ  یـسعَ  مْکَُل وَ   ٌ هٌرکُ وَهُ  لُاتقِْلا وَ  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ   216
نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْناَ لا 

,Fighting (in the cause of Allah) is prescribed for you . " 216

.although you dislike it

;Yet it may happen that you dislike a thing while it is good for you

;and it may happen that you love a thing while it is evil for you

. " surely Allah knows, and you know not

Commentary: Verse 216

Fighting in the Cause of Allah

The previous verse was about charity while this verse is about donating soul and

.blood, both of which run in the field of devotion, both together in one rank

This verse states that, it is necessary for you to fight against the enemy. This

command has surely been legislated and is incumbent upon Muslims, while human

.kind naturally is inconvenient with suffering toils and pains

. ..." Fighting (in the cause of Allah) is prescribed for you, although you dislike it " 

The next part of the verse points to the fact that fighting and struggling with the

enemy is basically hard and disagreeable, because it causes the death of some

people, together with pain and loss of limbs and properties in an environment of

terror and insecurity for some others. Yet, there are always some devoted persons

.who never withhold of any self-sacrifice in the way of their own sacred aims

But, the majority of ordinary people are those who, as was reasoned in the above,
.tend not to take part in the holy struggle and self-sacrificing practically

The Lord of the world, with a sharp tone, condemns this kind of thinking of theirs, but

He opens a new doorway to them. The Qur'ān, addressing Muslims, says that you are

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1120 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


not aware of the expediencies of
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affairs. How do you know? There may be something good behind what you suppose is
inconvenient, and there may be something evil at the back of what you like. It is only

Allah Who knows the whole secret of affairs. Yet, it is certain that those who are

studious and clever (not the inattentive people) can find a way to the solution of a part

.of the secrets of some qualifications

Yet it may happen that you dislike a thing while it is good for you; and it may " ... 
;happen that you love a thing while it is evil for you

This verse points to a fundamental principle in the Divine laws of creation and

legislation. It develops the spirit of regulation and resignation in man unto these laws.
It is so that human members, concerning the Divine laws, should not take their own

distinction and concept as a criterion of judgement, because surely their knowledge is
limited in all aspects and, comparing with their unknown quantities, it is naught, or as

.if it were a drop of water in the face of a sea

." surely Allah knows, and you know not " ... 

Divine Laws of Creation and Legislation

Therefore, they must never frown at such laws which originate from the knowledge

of Allah, the knowledge that is infinite from any points of view. But, they ought to

know that all of these laws are totally alongside the benefit of the human race

whether they are the laws of legislation such as: Holy War, alms tax, and the like of

them, or the laws of creation and the incidents that occasionally occur in life and are

never avoidable. They are like death and grievous inflictions unto our friends and

relatives which come forth unexpectedly and unavoidably; or like the future secrets

.which are concealed from Man, and the similar subjects

Holy War

.However, Holy War is one of the important applications of Islam

There are many verses of the Qur'ān as well as Islamic traditions from Prophet
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Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) found upon the importance and virtue of

.Holy War

:It is narrated in a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said

Good deeds comparing with Holy War in the way of Allah are not but a
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(corpse in an unfathomable sea."(1

It is also narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said: " Holy War (in Islam) is the best (of

all) things next to the obligatory duties (such as: prayers, fasting, Hajj and alms

(tax)."(2

:Again, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) is narrated who has said

(Heaven has a door which is called the Door of Strivers."(3 " 

Holy War has not been allocated only to Islam. Other Divine religions before Islam

had also had it, as the current Torah has narrated the injunctions of Moses (a.s) about

fighting with several tribes other than the Israelites. Some definite references among

:them are

DEUTERONOMY, Chapters 7, 13, and Chapter 20; EXODUS, Chapter 32; and NUMBERS,
.Chapter 31

The prophet Jesus (a.s.) also has been commissioned to Holy War as it is recognized

.from MATTHEW, Chapter 10, No. 34 and LUKE, Chapter 19, No.27 and Chapter 22, No.36

Some stories of a few other former prophets who fought against disbelievers are

:referred to in the Qur'ān, too. A few examples are

Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 47; Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 246; and Sura Al-
(Mā'idah, No.5, verse 27.(4

Referential texts from the Book of the Old Testament

A. Referential texts from the Book of the Old Testament, referred to in the above, are

:as follows

:The fifth book of Moses called DEUTERONOMY; Chapter 7, p. 219 No.2 to 5 say

And when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite them, 2
and utterly destory them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy

:unto them
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Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto 3
his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy

.son
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For they will turn away thy son from following me, that they may serve other gods:  4
.so will the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly

,But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their altars 5

and break down their images, and cut down their groves, and burn their graven

.images with fire

:And, Deuteronomy, Chapter 13, pp. 227 and 228, No.9 and 15 say

But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be irst upon him to put him to death, 9
.and afterwards the hand of all the people

And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust 10
thee away from the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from

.the house of bondage

And all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this 11
.is among you

If thou shalt hear say in one of thy cities, which the LORD thy God hath given thee 12
,to dwell there, saying

Certain men, the children of Belial, are gone out from among you, and have 13
withdrawn the inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which

;ye have not known

Then shalt thou enquire, and make search, and ask diligently; and, behold, if it be 14
;truth, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought among you

Thou shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, 15
destroying it utterly, and all that is therein, and the cattle thereof, with the edge of the

.sword

:Again, Deuteronomy, Chapter20, p.234, No.1-4 say
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WHEN thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest horses, and 1
chariots, and a people more than thou, be not afraid of them: for the LORD thy God is

.with thee, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt

And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall approach 2
,and speak unto the people

And shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against 3
your enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye

;terrified because of them
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For the LORD your God is he that goeth with you, to fight for you against your  4
.enemies, to save you

Also, in the second book of Moses, called: EXODUS; Chapter 32, pp. 106, 107, No. 27-29, it
:says

And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword 27
by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every

.man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour

And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the 28
.people that day about three thousand men

For Moses had said, Consecrate yourselves to day to the LORD, even every man 29
.upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day

However, in the fourth book of Moses called: NUMBERS, Chapter 31, p.201, No. 1-12
:says thus

,AND the LORD spake unto Moses, saying 1

Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered 2
.unto thy people

And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the war, 3
.and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the LORD of Midian

Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the 4
.war

So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe, 5
.twelve thousand armed for war

And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the 6
son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to

.blow in his hand

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1128 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


And they warred against the Midianites, as the LORD commanded Moses; and they 7
.slew all the males

And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, 8
Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son

.of Beor they slew with the sword

And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian captives, and their little ones, 9
and took the spoil of all their cattle, and
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.all their flocks, and all their goods

And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with 10
.fire

.And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts 11

And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, and Eleazar 12
the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the

.plains of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho

:B. The referential texts from the Book of New Testament are as follows

:a. The Gospel according to St.Matthew, Chapter 10, P.902, No.34: such is recorded

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a 34
.sword

:b. The Gospel according to St. Luke, Chapter 19, p.1076, No.27 reports

But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over them, bring 27
.hither, and slay them before me

:c. And, St. Luke, Chapter 22, p. 1080, No.36 explains thus

Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise 36
.his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one

****
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Section 27: Questions about various important topics

Verse 217-218, Arabic; English Translation

Persecution during the sacred month Mischief graver than carnage Pardon and Mercy

for the emigrants and those who strive and struggle in the way of the Lord Question

about intoxicants and gambling, Alms Orphans Matrimony with believer men and

.women

رُبَکْاَ هُْنِم  هِلهْاَ  جُارخِْا  مِارحَْلا وَ  دِجِسْمَْلا  هِب وَ  رٌْفکُ  هِّللا وَ  لِیبسَ  نْعَ  ٌّدصَ  رٌیبکَ وَ  هِیف  لٌاتِق  لُْق  هِیف  لٍاتِق  مِارحَْلا  رِهَّْشلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلئَسـْیَ   217
تْمُیَفَ وَ هِنید  نْعَ  مْکُْنِم  دْدِتَرْیَ  نْمَ  اوعُاطتَسـْا وَ  نِِا  مْکُِنید  نْعَ  مْکُوُّدرُیَ  یّتحَ  مْکَُنوُلِتاقُی  نَوُلازیَ  لِْتقَْلا وَ لا  نَِم  رُبَکْاَ  هُنَْتفِْلا  هِّللا وَ  دَْـنعِ 

نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُرِاّنلا  بُاحصْاَ  کَِئلوُا  هِرَخِلاْا وَ  ایْنُّدلا وَ  یِف  مْهُُلامعْاَ  تْطَِبحَ  کَِئ  - لواُفَ رٌِفاک  وَهُ 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللا  هِّللا وَ  تَمَحْرَ  نَوجُرْیَ  کَِئ  - لوُا هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  اودُهَاج  اورُجَاه وَ  نَیذَّلا  اوُنمَا وَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا   812

They ask you (O' Muhammad) concerning the sacred month about fighting in it. . " 217
,Say: `Fighting in it is a grave (sin); but to bar (people) from Allah's way
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and to deny Him (to prevent access) to the Sacred Mosque, and to drive its people

.therefrom is, a graver (crime) with Allah

.Sedition is more gravous than slaughter

They will not cease fighting against you until they turn you back from your religion, if
.they can

But whoever of you turns back from his religion, and dies disbelieving such are they

whose deeds shall be of no avail in this world and Hereafter; those are the inhabitants

." of the Fire, wherein they shall dwell forever

Those who believed and those who migrated (suffered exile) and struggled in . " 218
the way of Allah these are they who hope for Allah's Mercy; and Allah is Forgiving,

." Merciful

:Occasion of Revelation

It is said that this verse was revealed about the struggle of `Abd-il-lāh-ibn-Jahṣh. The

:event was as follows

Before the occurrence of the battle of Badr, the Messenger of Islam (p.b.u.h.) sent for

`Abdillāh-ibn-i-Jahṣh. When he came, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), accompanying him eight

men from among the Emigrants, gave him a letter and told him to start on a journey

immediately, and after two days of paving the way, then he would open the letter to

read and follow what it said. So, after two days of travelling, `Abdillāh opened the

letter and found thus: "When you opened the letter, you go forward to `Nakhlah' , (a
land between Mecca and Tạ̄'if), and from there watch the situation of Quraysh. Then

.report to us the circumstances

Abdillāh told his companions the matter and added that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had`

commanded him not to force them on that way. So, those who would be ready to be

killed might follow him, and the rest could return. All the members decidedly started to

.go forward with him
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When they reached Nakhlah, they encountered a caravan from Quraysh wherein was

`Amr-ubn-i-Ḥadramī. That day was the last day of Rajab (one of the Sacred Months),
.so, they began consulting whether they could attack that group or not

,A few of them said if they left the caravan to continue their way

p: 183
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they would enter the limits of the sacred town, Mecca, where it was forbidden to

attack them. Hence, finally, the Prophet's agents invaded them bravely. They

succeeded to kill `Amr-ubn-i-Ḥadramī and brought the caravan with two captives to

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said he had not ordered them

to fight in a sacred month. Therefore, he did not mix himself with the booties and the

captives. The victorious warriors felt annoyed and Muslims thereby began scolding

them. Infidels also sarcastically stated that the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) made

fighting, bloodshedding, and capturing in the Sacred Months lawful. At that time the

.first verse of the above verses was revealed

After the revelation of this verse, `Abdillāh-ibn-i-Jahṣh and his companions stated

that they had strived on that way to obtain the reward concerning the Holy War. They

also asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) whether they had got the reward of the strivers.
(Then, the second verse in the above was sent down.(1

Commentary: Verses 217-218

Fighting in the Sacred Months

As the occasion of revelation denotes, the verse intends to answer the questions

about fighting in Sacred Months. It clearly proclaims the prohibition of fighting in

.Sacred Months and counts such a fighting a great sin

They ask you (O' Muhammad) concerning the sacred month about fighting in it. Say: " 
(; ... " `Fighting in it is a grave (sin

Yet, it emphasizes that the infidels who have committed great sins such as infidelity to

Allah, banning people from being lead to the straight path, expelling the inhabitants of

Mecca from their home, trampling on the divine sanctuary and security of the sacred

premises of Mecca, where the birds, beasts and plants should be secured, are not

rightful to object to a group of Muslims who took action in fighting by mistake during a
.Sacred Month

,but to bar (people) from Allah's way " ... 
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p: 184

Sirah Ibn-i-Husham, vol. 2, p. 252 1 - 1
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and to deny Him (to prevent access) to the Sacred Mosque, and to drive its people

. ..." therefrom is, a graver (crime) with Allah

In addition to that, pagans have made mischief, because any subversive move

against truthful people and barring them from embracing the theistic creed is a

movement to creating a mischievous environment full of infidelity and idolatry. This

.crime is graver than fighting in a Sacred Month

. ..." Sedition is more gravous than slaughter " ... 

Thus, these Qur'ānic words addresses Muslims and warns them to be careful not to

be affected by the evil propagations of infidels. It informs them to have insight and be

:conscious for pagans who always try to convert them from Islam. It says

They will not cease fighting against you until they turn you back from your religion, " ... 
. ..." if they can

To prevent this situation, the Qur'ān warns that whoever of Muslims turns back from

the Truth and dies in that status while the one is an infidel, this infidelity nullifies all his

.good deeds of this world and the next world totally

But whoever of you turns back from his religion, and dies disbelieving such are they "... 
' ..." whose deeds shall be of no avail in this world and Hereafter

When a person, with such a condition of disbelief, has no valid good deeds in

.Hereafter, reasonably the one will be permanently involved in the torment of Allah

." those are the inhabitants of the Fire, wherein they shall dwell forever " ... 

Effects of Belief and Disbelief on Deeds

There is a discription about the Arabic term /hạbt/ (forfeiture) in Almīzān,
:Commentary, a part of which is as follows

In short, `hạbt of deeds' means their coming to nothing and their being of no effect. It

has been said that it is derived from / hạbata / which is used when an animal over-eats
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.and its stomach distends, often resulting in its death

The gist of the verse under discussion, like other verses of forfeiture, is that disbelief

and apostasy make the deeds ineffective, i.e., such deeds lose their power to make

,life blissful. On the other hand

p: 185
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true faith and belief give life to the deeds and they create felicity, bliss and happiness

in life. If someone acquires true faith after disbelief, his deeds are given a new life and

they become effective in making life blessed and happy (although they were forfeited

and ineffective before). Likewise, if he apostatizes after having been a believer, all his

deeds become dead, null and void; they cannot make life in this world or in the

Hereafter happy. Thereafter, if he leaves his apostasy and comes back to the fold of

Islam, it is hoped that his deeds will be revived; but if he dies in the apostasy, the

forfeiture will have been confirmed and misery unhappiness will be written down for

(him.(1

****

The Arabic term /jihād/ literally means striving that can be with wealth i.e. spending

money in the way of Allah, or with life which means giving away life or getting killed in
.Allah's way i.e. for Allah's cause

Those who believed and those who migrated (suffered exile) and struggled in the"

; ..." way of Allah - these are they who hope for Allah's Mercy

This point is also remarked in the second verse that some warriors in the cause of

Allah (s.w.t.), as a result of being unaware or being insufficiently cautious, may make

some errors, (the foregoing story of `Abdillāh-ibn-i-Jahṣh was an example of this

meaning), but Allah will forgive them for their greater services that they usually do

.faithfully and sincerely

. " and Allah is Forgiving Merciful " ... 

****

p: 186
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وَْفعَْلا لُِق  نَوقُفِْنُی  اذام  کََنوُلئَسْیَ  امهِعِْفَن وَ  نِْم  رُبَکْاَ  امهُمُْثِا  سِاّنلِل وَ  عُِفانمَ  رٌیبکَ وَ  مٌْثِا  آمهِیف  لُْق  رِسـِْیمَْلا  رِمْخَْلا وَ  نِعَ  کََنوُلئَسـْیَ   219
نَورَُّکفَتَتَ مْکَُّلعََل  تِایلاْا  مُکَُل  هُّللا  نُِّیبَُی  کَِلذکَ 

:They ask you concerning wine and gambling. Say . " 219

There is a great sin in both of them, and (some) profits for people; but their sin is`

'. greater than their profit

:They ask you as to what they should spend. Say

'. Whatsoever can be spared`

." Thus does Allah make the Signs clear to you, in order that you may ponder

Commentary: Verse 219

Wine and Gambling

The statement in this verse is about two questions and their divine answers. The first

:question is about `wine' and `gambling', thus

. ..." They ask you concerning wine and gambling"

The term `Khamr' in Arabic lexicon means `a cover' , hence the veil that women wear

to cover their heads to observe ` Hijāb ' , it is called ` khimār '. Since the alcoholic

beverages often delude the ability of the distinction of the person who drinks and, in
'. fact, it covers the wisdom, in Arabic language that kind of liquor is called `khamr

The term `Maysir' is derived from the Arabic word /yusr/ which means: `ease,
easiness, and facility', as if, in gambling, each of the two parties wants to take the

.wealth of the other easily

In answer to the question of some believers about wine and gambling, the verse,
:addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), says

; ..." Say: `There is a great sin in both of them, and (some) profits for people " ... 
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This profit maybe refers to those interests that the producers of wine obtain through

planting vineyards or preparing raisins for wine, or

p: 187
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selling wine; or the money taken as taxes, charges, and custom-duties; or the profit

some gain by establishing game-houses. But the sin and interior loss of these two is
.graver than their exterior profits

Disadvantages Resulting from Drinking Wine and Gambling

Here are a few disadvantages resulting in drinking wine and gambling listed in some

:commentary books

Shortening the lifetime . 1

The negative effects on the procreation of babies specially if the intercourse of the . 2
.couple happens when the person is intoxicated

The spread of immorality and the increase in the number of crimes such as: theft, . 3
.combat, murder, sexual offenses, and dangerous driving accidents

One of the scholars expert in natural science has said: " If governments in the

drunkard nations close half of the vintneries, we will be able to close half of the

." hospitals and psychiatric asylums

Gambling is also known among the causes of: disturbance, neurasthenic diseases,
apoplexies cerebral and hemacardiorrhagia, the increase of heartbeats, inappetence,
paleness, and so on. Those who deal with the factors of crimes (in some societies)
have formally issued that about thirty percent of the number of crimes are related to

.gambling

By the way, gambling surely has a destructive function in the development of

.economics, because it wastes the mirth of the useful work

Gambling has been announced forbidden and illegal in some of non-Islamic countries

during the recent years. In England, for instance, that law passed to be executed in
1853, in America in 1855 (where it is again now practiced in some states), in Russia in

.1854, and in Germany it passed in 1873
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The second question is regarding to the quality of /`afw/ `charity', when the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.) is asked about

:They ask you as to what they should spend. Say " ...

.' Whatsoever can be spared ' 

." Thus does Allah make the Signs clear to you, in order that you may ponder

In the Arabic dictionary, the term /`afw/ , in addition to the sense

p: 188
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of `pardon' and `forgiveness', means: `moderation, superfluous goods, and the best

thing of the wealth'. Each of these meanings is fitting in the verse; and the purpose of

the term /`afw/, here, may conclude all of these senses. That is, if you desire to spend,
you should observe both moderation, and do not disburse all your property as charity

so that thereafter you yourself become needy, and when you give something to

:someone, give that of your most beloved things; for the Qur'ān says

By no means shall you attain to righteousness until you spend (benevolently) out of " 
(. what you love; ... " , (Sura `Āl-i-`Imrān, No.3, verse 92

:Explanations

When dealing a thing, we must be just. The verse does not connive the profits of - 1
wine and gambling, but it propounds the subject so that it animates the power and

.faculty of contemplation and meditation in us

Both wine and gambling are the means of destruction of body and soul. They are - 2
.both causes of failure, so, they have come together in the Qur'ān

Protect both wisdom and peace. With the prohibition of wine, wisdom and - 3
contemplation has been protected; and by the prohibition of gambling, the safety of

.peace and spiritual and economical security have been guarded

As the commentary books indicate, at the advent of Islam, the prohibition of wine - 4
had been introduced step by step until when it was fully performed throughout the

.Islamic society

At the call of Islam, people habitually used to drink wine although it had been

forbidden in the former religions. The Divine Messages gradually made them ready to

accept its prohibition. In Sura An-Nahḷ, No.16, verse 67 the revelation says: "And of the

fruits of the palms and the grapes you obtain from them intoxication and goodly

provision; ...", which means you may obtain both spirituous liquor and good provision

.from grapes, i.e., spirituous liquor is not a good provision

p: 189

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1143 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


After that, concerning wine and gambling, the verse under discussion was sent down,
:saying that their harm, in comparison, is more than their profits

There is a great sin in both of them, and (some) profits for people; but their sin is " ... 
 ..." greater

Then, in another occurrence, a different verse of the Holy Qur'ān was revealed, (Sura

:An-Nisā', No.4, verse 43), and commanded Muslim believers

." do not go near prayer when you are intoxicated " ... 

And, finally, the prohibition of wine was completely made manifest and perpetual

:when the word of Allah announced in Sura Al-Mā'idah, No. 5, verse 90, thus

; ..." intoxications and gambling ... are only an uncleanness, the Satan's work "... 

There are so many traditions and narrations from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and also from

the holy Imams (a.s.) condemning the use of wine and as to what a miserable fate

.awaites the individual on the Day of Judgement

:The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), for example, is narrated to have said

All intoxicants are prohibited; and, curse of Allah is on liquor, on him who " 
manufactures it, on him who helps its manufactures, on its seller, its purchaser, its

(distributor, the user of its money, its loader, its bearer, and its consumer." (1

****

p: 190
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حِِلصْمُْلا وَ نَِم  دَسِْفمُْلا  مُلَْعیَ  هُّللا  مْکُُناوخْاِفَ وَ  مْهُوطُِلاخُت  نِْا  رٌْیخَ وَ  مْهَُل  حٌلاصِْا  لُْق  یماتیَْلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلئَسـْیَ  هِرَخِلاْا وَ  ایْنُّدلا وَ  یِف   220
مٌیکحَ زٌیزعَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  مْکُتَنَعْلاََ  هُّللا  ءَاشوَْل 

.Ponder) over this world and the Hereafter . " ) 220

:And they ask you concerning orphans. Say

To set right for them (their affairs) is best; and if you become co-partner with them, ` 
.they are your brethren

;Allah knows well the mischief-maker from the peace-maker

and had He willed, He would have surely made, it hard for you. Verily Allah is the

." Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: Verse 220

Point

The initial phrase of the verse: `over this world and the Hereafter' refers either to the

subject of charity, which was mentioned at the end of the previous verse, meaning

that your charity is for your happiness in this world and the next. This act of spending

should, of course, be neither in a manner that you donate your whole wealth so that

you fall into trouble in your life, nor in a form of stinginess that causes your

.deprivation of the divine rewards in Hereafter

Or, it refers to pondering over that which was mentioned in the former verse. If so, it
means that everybody should think about the affairs of this world and the next,
because we have to obtain the spiritual rewards of the next world only in this very

world. This pondering can simply be contemplating over the problems such as Unity of

Allah, Resurrection, the secrets of creation, and the dominating laws of nature in

order to understand them and to accept them, although the acceptance of the creed

is not conditioned to the recognition of all
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:secrets perfectly. So, the verse says

. ..." Ponder) over this world and the Hereafter " )

Concerning Orphans

Concerning the question about orphans, the commentary books denote that: when

the tenth verse of Sura An-Nisā' No. 4, was revealed announcing that those who

swallow the property of the orphans unjustly, swallow fire into their bellies, the

families who had orphans in their houses felt anxious so that some of them even

exiled the orphans from their houses and some others separated the dishes of the

orphans' food from those of theirs. In that situation both the orphans and the

.householders encountered several annexing difficulties

Therefore, they went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him about the quality of their

manner towards the orphans. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) replied to them that if they tried

to improve the affairs of orphans it would be better for them. They should not dismiss

the orphans and shirk the responsibility of managing them for that their wealth could

be mixed with that of theirs while the orphans are religiously their brethren. So, it did

not matter that they might mix their properties with each other in the case that their

.intention in living with orphans was not to swallow their wealth

:And they ask you concerning orphans. Say "...

To set right for them (their affairs) is best; and if you become co-partner with them, ` 
. ..." they are your brethren

They should also be aware that Allah recognizes good doers from evil doers; and His

Will is not to ordain hardship for the believers; and He is, of course, Almighty and All-
.Wise

Allah knows well the mischief-maker from the peace-maker; and had He willed, He "...
.would have surely made, it hard for you

." Verily Allah is the Mighty, the Wise
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:Explanations

Orphans are our younger brothers/sisters

Orphans are neither our sons nor our servants, but they are our younger brothers - 1
and are counted with us in number: " They are your brethren "; so, they must live with

.us and be inside our lives

Endeavor Justly for Orphans

To shirk the affairs of orphans is not right, but public interest is - 2

p: 192
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.that we, as a custom, endeavour justly for them with a good intention and brotherly

Beware not to consume the wealth of orphans unjustl

It is not important that some individuals claim for improvement, because Allah - 3
knows who is a peace-maker and who is a mischief-maker. So, beware not to swallow

the wealth of orphans under the pretext of improvement, nor to evade it for the fear

.of mischief

Duties in Islam are not unbearable

There is no unbearable duty in Islam, (considering the occasion of revelation of the - 4
(. verse cited in the above

Any improvement given in the life of orphans is valuable. The term ` improvement ', - 5
mentioned in the verse, has come in an absolute form to encompass all sorts of

improvement including: scientific, financial, practical, educational and theological

.aspects

p: 193
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Verse 221, Arabic; English Translation

دٌْبعََلوَ اوُنِمؤُْی  یّتحَ  نَیکرِشـْمُْلا  اوحُکِْنُت  مْکُْتبَجَعْاَ وَ لا  وَْل  هٍکَرِشـُْم وَ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هٌنَِمؤُْم  هٌمَلاََ  َّنِمؤُْی وَ  یّتحَ  تِاکرِشـْمُْلا  اوحُکِْنتَ  ـلا  221 وَ 
مْهَُّلعََل سِاّنلِل  هِِتایا  نُِّیبَُی  هِنذْاِِب وَ  هِرَفِْغمَْلا  هَِّنجَْلا وَ  یَلِا  اوعُدْیـَ  هُّللا  رِاّنلا وَ  یَلِا  نَوعُدْیـَ  کَِـئ  - لوُا مْکُبَجَعْاَ  وَْل  كٍرِشـُْم وَ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  نٌِمؤُْم 

نَورَُّکذَتَیَ

,And do not marry idolater women until they believe . " 221

and a believing maid is definitely preferable to an idolater (free) woman even though

.she may please you

;Nor give (your women) in marriage to idolater men until they believe

and certainly a believing servant is preferable to an idolater (free man), though he

.may please you

Those invite to the Fire while Allah invites to paradise and forgiveness by His Will, and

." He makes clear His Signs to people, so that they may take heed

:Occasion of Revelation

Once there came a man into Mecca by the name of Marthad. He was a brave man

who had converted to Islam. He occasionally met " `Anāgh ", the beautiful woman

whom he was acquainted with formerly, at the time of Ignorance. She invited him to

sinful actions as before, but Marthad, who had become a Muslim, did not accept her

wish. Hence, the woman asked him to marry her. Marthad replied that it was

contingent on the permission of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Then, after performing his

affairs, he returned to Medina and told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about the matter. So, this

verse was revealed and stated that the idol-worshippers and pagan women are not

.eligible to be married by Muslim men
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Commentary: Verse 221

Selection of an Appropriate Spouse

 '. The term /nikāh/̣ in Arabic philology means: ` matrimony, wedlock, and marriage

Islam has considered a number of conditions for the wife that a man wants to select.
These conditions are identified in Islam because this religion takes the matrimonial

life important for the sake of the assured heritable effects upon offspring, and, also,
for the sake of the training issues of the family environment over the fate of the

children. It says, for example, that a pagan woman is not suitable to be married by a
Muslim. Supposing that such a woman be chosen for marriage, the resulting children

will naturally obtain her spiritualities and qualities under the principle of heritage, and

after birth, if they trained by that mother, (whereas it is often thus), these children

may have an abominable end. That is why the Holy Qur'ān, in this verse, has explicitly

.prohibited marriage with the women who are infidel or idol-worshippers

And do not marry idolater women until they believe, and a believing maid is definitely " 
. ... " preferable to an idolater (free) woman even though she may please you

In addition to that, if pagans, who are counted foreigners in an Islamic society,
penetrate into the houses of Muslims by means of marriage, that society will be

inflicted with disorder and interior enemies. In such a situation the different rows and

categories therein are not recognized from each other. Hence, the Qur'ān, hereby,
.tells them not to marry with that group of women

.However, Islam has not closed all the doors absolutely to them

Therefore, in order to use their sexual tendency towards their felicity, the Qur'ān

:says

;Nor give (your women) in marriage to idolater men until they believe " ... 

and certainly a believing servant is preferable to an idolater (free man), though he

. ..." may please you
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Similar to the statement at the threshold of the verse that prohibits men from

marrying idolatress or infidel women, in this part of the verse, giving girls and women

in marriage to infidels and idolater men is prohibited, too. And, similar to the idea that

the believing maids
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are more eligible to marry with than the free idolater women even with admirable

beauty or wealth, the believing servants and slaves are more eligible to marry with

than the handsome men who are apparently of dignity but disbelieving. In fact, the

wedlock of believing women with disbelieving men is forbidden while they are infidels;

but there is no sin in marrying them when they accept the truth and believe. This is the

.very way of return which was also pointed out at the beginning of the verse

In the subsequent sentence, the reason of the prohibition for the wedlock of believing

:ones with idolaters and infidels, men and women, is expressed

,Those invite to the Fire while Allah invites to Paradise and forgiveness by His Will " ... 
... "

The prohibition of marriage with an idolater is for the reason that they call their

companions towards idolatry and some disgraceful manners. Their behaviour, of

course, originates from idolism especially when this companionship is via matrimony

whose intensity of mutual effect is deeper and more impressive. The fruit of this

.conduct is the blazing Fire of Hell

Briefly speaking, acquaintance with them, particularly through the way of marriage, is
inacquaintance with Allah; and approaching them is, indeed, keeping aloof from the

.Lord

The believers, unlike that group, because of belief and high human qualities resulting

from their true Faith, call their companions to the Truth and excellence. The fate of

.this manner is Paradise and the forgiveness of Allah

In this occasion, regarding the close and sincere relation that the true believers have

with Allah, He has applied His own appellation instead of using `believers' and has

:said

, ... " Allah invites to Paradise and forgiveness by His Will " ... 

Commenting on the last part of this holy verse, the author of
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(Atyab-ul-Bayān says:(1

Allah (s.w.t) makes His Signs clear to people to be guided and " 
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consequently, they haply take heed. When they recognize the difference between

obedience and disobedience, they may avoid sin and follow worship. These Signs are

irrespective of revealed prescripts, applicable duties, and ethical instructions; or the

verses of macrocosm and microcosm which lead the servants towards the path of

felicity and salvation so that they are rescued from the calamities of this world and

." those of the next world

." and He makes clear His signs to people, so that they may take heed "... 

****
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Section 28: Regulation about Divorce

Verse 222, Arabic; English Translation

Men not to go near women during the monthly course - Glad-tidings to the believers

about their meeting Allah - period of waiting for divorced women - Reconciliation after

.the divorce and re-establishment of conjugal relations

ثُْیحَ نِْم  َّنهُوُتأْفَ  نَرَّْهطَتَ  اذاِفَ  نَرْهُطْیَ  یّتحَ  َّنهُوُبرَْقتَ  ضِیحمَْلا وَ لا  یِف  ءَاسِّنلا  اوُلزِتَعْافَ  يذًاَ  وَهُ  لُْـق  ضِیحمَْلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلئَسـْیَ  222 وَ 
نَیرِّهطَتَمُْلا ُّبحُِی  نَیباوَّتلا وَ  ُّبحُِی  هَّللا  َّنِا  هُّللا  مُکُرَمَاَ 

:They ask you (O' Muhammad) concerning menstruation. Say . " 222

It is a hurt; so avoid (intercourse with) women during menstruation and do not`

.approach them till they be cleaned

When they are thus purified, then you may go unto them as Allah has commanded

.' you

Verily, Allah loves those who repent constantly, and (He) loves those who purify

." themeselves

:Occasion of Revelation

Women have a state of menstruation every month the course of which is at least

three days and at most ten days. It is discharging of blood from the woman's womb,
with some special qualities which the concerning jurisprudent books detail. The

woman in this condition is called: /hạ̄'id/ `menstruous woman' and that blood is called

'. `menstrual blood

The existing religious regulations among the Jews and the Christians due to sexual

intercourse of men with such women are opposite to each other, so different that it
.creates questions for a person not from amongst them
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Some of the Jews say that the association of men with such women is absolutely

unlawful, even in the form of eating food with them at the same table, or living in one

room. They say, for example, a man should not sit where a menstruous woman had

sat before. So, if the man sat thereon, he would have to wash his clothing, else it is
unclean, /najis/. Or, if he sleeps in her bed, he must wash both his clothing and body. In

short, according to the current Torah, a woman, during this period, is considered an

unclean one necessary to avoid. (The Torah, Leviticus, Chapter 15, p. 138, No. 19-29
._ which is exactly narrated at the end of the current discussion

Christians are just opposite with this group. They actually make no difference

between the menstrual period of woman and other than that. There is no bar for

them to have any association with their wives including sexual intercourse during that

.period, even

Pagan Arabs, the ones who were living in Medina in particular, had become, more or

less, sociable with the habits of the Jews, and treated menstruous women like the

Jews did. They used to keep aloof from their wives when they were in their monthly

courses. That very notable difference in those religious notions and the existing

custom among their adherents, caused that some Muslims posed that question to the

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.). In answer to their question, this verse was revealed

Commentary: Verse 222

Hygienic Concerns During Menstruation

:They ask you (O' Muhammad) concerning menstruation. Say " 

; ..." It is a hurt ` 

,The Arabic term /mahị̄d/ is an infinitive form which, here

:philologically means `menstruation'. Thus, the meaning of the verse is

O' Muhammad they ask you about menstruation and its injunctions. In answer to that,
'. say `It is a hurt
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In fact, this phrase states the philosophy of the ordinance of the prohibition of

.sexually approaching women during their monthly course
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This matter is referred to in the subsequent sentence. Sexual intercourse with women

in this state, besides being repugnant, brings forth many harms. This fact has been

.approved by modern medicine, too, which can be found in concerning medical books

:Some of these harms are as follows

At first, preparing a good environment for the increase of venereal microbes (as a . 1
result of dropping particles from the mucus of endometrium in the womb during this

(. period

The probability of the increase of venereal diseases, or STO, both in man and - 2
.woman

.Creating a kind of hatred in man - 3

And, however, for more data, the books concerning the hygiene of women should be

.referred to

.The continuation of the commentary of the verse is stretched in the next page
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so avoid (intercourse with) women during menstruation and do not approach them "... 
. ... " till they be cleaned

The beginning phrase of this verse, which enjoins avoidance and prohibits

approaching and having intercourse with menstruous women, initially seems similar

to the present regulations in the creed of the Jews. But, regarding to the sentence:
`then you may go unto them as Allah has commanded you' , which is upon the

permission of sexual intercourse with women after being cleaned from the

menstruation, it is recognized that the purpose of avoidance and barring the

.approaching is only abstention from sexual intercourse during that period

Thus, Islam has paved a moderate path due to the monthly course of women. And,
the method of Islam everywhere is always the middle way; so, it is always aloof from

excess and defect. Here, it also condemns the excess of the Jews by saying that, any

companionship and association with women in their course, except for sexual

intercourse, does not matter. It also rejects the method of the Christians who

consider no limitation for the association with menstruous women. In this way, Islam,
observing the honour and personality of woman and abandoning her humiliation, has

prevented the deeds which cause hygienical harms and hurts for both man and

.woman

Permitted Sexual Intercourse

When they are thus purified, then you may go unto them as Allah has commanded " ... 
.' ..." you

This part of the verse is, in fact, an explanation of the permitted intercourse with

women. It is understood from the terms `when they are thus purified' that as soon as

women are free from monthly course, sexual intercourse with them is allowed for

their husbands; because this phrase has occurred after the qualification of the

uncleanliness of menstruation. That is, when women are cleaned from this

uncleanliness, the prohibition will be removed. The interpretation of /tatahharna/ `are

thus purified' into ritual ablution /qusl/ for women is not fitting with the apparency of
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the verse, because there has not been any statement of
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.obligatory `ritual ablution' /qusl/ at the beginning of the verse

In other words, the apparent meaning of the earlier phrase that says: `till they be

cleaned' is that the prohibition is during the time of uncleanliness of a woman; and the

phrase: `when they are thus purified', which has begun, in Arabic, with a sign of

subdivision, refers to the meaning of the earlier phrase, i.e. when they become

cleaned, this prohibition will be removed. And, this is the same judgement that our

great religious jurisprudents have also chosen in jurisprudence and have decreed

that: sexual intercourse with women, after being cleansed from blood, and even

.before performing their ritual ablution /qusl/, is permissible

By the foregoing explanation, it became defined that the phrase `are thus purified' , in
spite of what some have supposed, does not have any indication to performing ritual

.ablution, and the obligation of it has been proved through another reason

In the next sentence, it commands that you may approach your wives in the same

:way that Allah has ordered you

. ' ..." then you may go unto them as Allah has commanded you " ... 

.This phrase can be an emphasis on the previous statement, i.e

you may have sexual intercourse only in the case of cleanliness of your wives, not in
.other than that

It may also convey a wider and more general concept, viz. after being cleaned, the

sexual approachment should also be performed in the limits of the commandments of

.Allah

The commandment can evidently encompass both the genetic commandment of

Allah and the divine legislation, because, for the purpose of the maintenance of the

human kind, Allah has settled a kind of interest and attraction between the two sexes

toward each other that, for the same reason, each party enjoys a special pleasure

from the other one. But it is certain that the aim of that status has been for the

maintenance of the generations of human kind, and this struggle and pleasure is a
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preparation for that aim. Therefore, sexual pleasure should be settled alongside the

path of the maintenance of the human race. For this very reason, masturbation,
sodomy and the like of them, which are a deviation from this genetic commandment,

are totally
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forbidden. By no means can these disagreeable acts provide the main aim of sexual

(. intercourse and are not even towards it (besides other grave harms that they have

Verily, Allah loves those who repent constantly, and (He) loves those who purify " ... 
." themselves

The term ` repentance ' means return from sin and regret from disobedience to the

.command of Allah

:The main pillars of repentance are three

The acknowledgment that the one has ignorantly disobeyed the commandment of - 1
.Allah formerly

.To feel sorry about that action - 2

A firm decision upon its abandonment in the future and making an effort to make - 3
.up for the past

When such a situation appears in a person, the one is called /tā'ib/ `repentant', and

that action is termed /taubah/ `repentance'. (More explanation about repentance and

.( its conditions have been detailed and will be cited upon the verses of consequence

The objective meaning of the Qur'ānic term /tathīr/ `purification' in this verse is `not

'. to be polluted by sin' and `refrain from disobeying Allah

The occurrence of this phrase at the end of the verse is for that, after the command

of the Lord enjoining the avoidance of the believers from sexual intercourse during

the monthly period of women, some might not restrain themselves from that because

of the intense pressure of their natural instinct and inspite of the order of Allah would

commit sin. So, in order that this group of people be hopeful and could return to

rightfulness, the Qur'ān remarks that if (such) people repent, Allah loves them, while

those who keep purified themselves from the beginning and do not pollute

.themselves with this sin, have a larger portion of the love and grace of Allah

****
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Old Testament: Concerning Menstruation

Old Testament, Leviticus, Chapter 15, p. 138, No. 19 to 29, concerning women at the

:period of menstruation, says thus

And if a woman has an issue, and her issue in her flesh be . 19
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blood, she shall be put apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be

.unclean until the even

And every thing that she lieth upon in her separation shall be unclean: every thing . 20
.also that she sitteth upon shall be unclean

And whosoever toucheth her bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in . 21
.water, and be unclean until the even

And whosoever toucheth any thing that she sat upon shall wash his clothes, and . 22
.bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even

And if it be on her bed, or on any thing whereon she sitteth, when he toucheth it, he . 23
.shall be unclean until the even

And if any man lie with her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean . 24
.seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean

And if a woman have an issue of her blood many days out of the time of her . 25
separation, or if it run beyond the time of her separation; all the days of the issue of

.her uncleanness shall be as the days of her separation: she shall be unclean

Every bed whereon she lieth all the days of her issue shall be unto her as the bed of . 26
her separation: and whatsoever she sitteth upon shall be unclean, as the uncleanness

.of her separation

And whosoever toucheth those things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes, . 27
.and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even

But if she be cleansed of her issue, then she shall number to herself seven days, . 28
.and after that she shall be clean

And on the eighth day she shall take unto her two turtles, or two young pigeons, . 29
.and bring them unto the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation

****
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نَینِمؤْمُْلا رِِّشَبوَ  هُوُقلاُم  مْکَُّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  مْکُسِفُْنلاَِ  اوُمِّدقَ  مُْتْئشِ وَ  یّناَ  مْکَُثرْحَ  اوُتأْفَ  مْکَُل  ثٌرْحُ  مْکُؤُآسِن   223

Your women are a tilth for you, so come into your tilth as you will, and forward . " 223
(good deeds) beforehand for yourselves, and be careful (of your duty) to Allah, and

.know that you shall meet Him

(." And give gladtidings to the believers (O' Muhammad

Commentary: Verse 223

A Means of Protection for the Human Race

In this verse wives are likened to a tillage. This metaphor about women may seem

heavy in the eyes of some people because Islam has stated such a speech upon half

of the population of the world. But there is a thin and delicate meaning in this

comparison. By this statement, in fact, the Qur'ān intends to illustrate the necessity of

the existence of women in the human crowd as an essential means of protection and

.maintenace of humankind, not as a means of quenching the lust and venereal desire

Your women are a tilth for you, so come into your tilth as you will, ..." Similar to the " 
need of man for nourishment for the continuance of his life, that without farming and

producing food stuff this aim cannot be obtained, the same is for the maintenance of

human race wherefore, and as one of the reasons that, the existence of women is

needed. This meaning is counted as warning to those who consider women as a toy

.and a means of sensuality

, ..." and forward (good deeds) beforehand for yourselves "...

This phrase again is, indeed, a hint to this matter that the ideal of sexual intercourse is
not a mere pleasure and seeking of enjoyment. Believing persons should utilize the

gift of conjugal relations for producing and training good and eligible children which is
itself a sacred service as a spiritual supply forwarded beforehand for their own

coming
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.life in the Hereafter

Hence, the Qur'ān attracts the attentions to this important fact that, in choosing a

wife, observe some principles that lead to developing righteous offsprings and

.supplying this great social and manly treasure

It is narrated in a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who has said: "When a person

dies, (the continuity of) his deeds ceases except for three (things): the current charity,
." the knowledge that be benefited from, and the righteous child who prays for him

This means that after death there is no deed for a person, so the one can provide no

more supply for himself except by means of three things that if the person possesses

:them, they will be helpful for the mortal after death. These three things are

The first is ` the current charity ', that is the benevolent effects which are always used

along the path of social benefits, such as: mosque, hospital, library and the like of

them. The second is providing some scientific work, like: compiling a useful book,
educating some righteous pupils, and so on. And the third is training some righteous

children who, by their tongues and good actions, seek forgiveness for their parents

.who have passed away

and be careful (of your duty) to Allah, and know that you shall meet Him. And give "...
(." gladtidings to the believers (O' Muhammad

Since the subject under discussion (sexual intercourse) is very important and

connects with the most attractive instincts of mankind, that is the very sexual instinct,
the Lord has invited them to being careful of the problem of venereal association and

:being attentive to His commandments; so, He says

, ..." and be careful (of your duty) to Allah "...

Then, it attracts their attention to the Resurrection that they will meet their Lord and

:they will see the fruit of their deeds

. ..." and know that you will meet Him "...
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Finally, it gives gladtidings to those believing ones who obey these orders, which are

:useful for both the material and spiritual lives; saying thus

(." And give gladtidings to the believers (O' Muhammad "...

****
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(Be Mindful of Your Future (Life After Death

Another commentator has rendered the phrase: /qaddimū li anfusikum/ `and forward

(good deeds) beforehand for yourselves' into a rather different dimension of its

meaning. This commentary says the phrase mentioned here clearly indicates in every

manner or behaviour man should be mindful to see that this move advances

something good for him for his future (or the life after death) and that it does not

displease God, and a mortal should always remember that his ultimate object is

meeting Allah, and this idea contains a good tidings to the believers and a warning to

.the unbelievers

****

p: 207

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1170 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Verse 224, Arabic; English Translation

مٌیلعَ عٌیمسَ  هُّللا  سِاّنلا وَ  نَْیَب  اوحُِلصُْت  اوقَُّتتَ وَ  اوُّربَتَ وَ  نْاَ  مْکُِنامْیلاَِ  هًضَرْعُ  هَّللا  اوُلعَجْتَ  224 وَ لا 

And do not make Allah, because of your swearing (by Him), an obstacle to your . " 224
doing good and guarding (against evil) and making peace among people; and Allah is

." All-Hearing, All-Knowing

:Occasion of Revelation

Point

In many commentary books of the Qur'ān including Majma`-ul- Bayān and Rūh-ul-
:Bayān, the occasion of revelation of this verse shortly is narrated thus

There appeared a dispute between the bridegroom and the daughter of one of the

companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the name of Abdullāh-ibn-Rawāheh. He had

sworn not to interfere in their affairs and not to make peace between them. The

.revelation was sent down and prohibited such oaths

Oath taking

:Commentary

The Arabic term / 'aymān/ is the plural form of /yamīn/ in the sense of `oath'; and the

word: / `urdah/ means: ` liable to, object, or impediment ', according to different

.renderings

:The following messages and points can be taken from the above verse

:Do not appeal to swearing as a barrier for doing good - 1

And do not make Allah, because of your swearing (by Him), an obstacle to your doing " 
..." good

Use no oath as a means for adjusting your escape from your own responsibility; - 2
and do not miss good and benevolent actions and, consequently, their rewards
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.thereby

; ..." and guarding (against evil) and making peace among people "...

Do not misuse Allah and His Holy Name in any occasion. This manner is a kind of - 3
.boldness and impoliteness
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:It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who has said

(Take no oath by Allah whether you are right or wrong ..."(1 " 

.High values and benevolence should not be abandoned - 4

Beware that Allah hears all statements and He also knows even what have not - 5
(. been uttered, (but they have been thought of

.Then take into account every word and thought of yours

." and Allah is All-Hearing, All-knowing "... 

Distributing goodness and benevolence amongst people under the light of piety and . 6
virtue, are valuable. Hence, these actions should not be abandoned with the pretext

of swearing by His Holy Name. And, basically, being mindful of the value of these good

.things, such oaths ought not to be taken

****

p: 209

Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 2, p. 322 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1173 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_209_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مٌیلحَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ  مْکُُبوُلُق  تْبَسَکَ  امِب  مْکُذُخِاؤُی  نْکِلوَ  مْکُِنامْیاَ  یف  وِْغَّللاِب  هُّللا  مُکُذُخِاؤُی  225 لا 

Allah will not hold you liable for thoughtlessness in your oaths, but He will hold . " 225
." you liable for what your hearts have incurred; and Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing

Commentary: Verse 225

Responsibility of an Oath Taken

The oaths which have been taken thoughtlessly, carelessly, or at the time of anger

and with no intention or will; or the oaths taken because of loquaciousness and in

.hurry-scurry speakings, are not legally valuable

, ..." Allah will not hold you liable for thoughtlessness in your oaths " 

The liability to an oath is payable only when it is taken deliberately, in a normal

situation, and by the Holy Name of Allah for a useful affair. This sort of oath is

.religiously obligatory to be executed

Therefore, breaking it is unlawful and the atonement of which is detailed in Sura Al-
Mā'idah. (1) So, the expiation of it is the feeding of ten indigents, or a suitable clothing

;given to them, or the freeing of a slave

but if the one finds the possibility of none of them then, he/she should observe the

.fast for three days

but He will hold you liable for what your hearts have incurred; and Allah is Forgiving, "...
." Forbearing

:Messages

The responsibility of man depends on his will and decisions for what he elects. Allah

forgives the faults of His servants which have been issued from them in some

.abnormal conditions

****
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p: 210

Sura Al-Maidah, Ni. 5, verse 89 1 - 1
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مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  اوُءاف  نْاِفَ  رٍهُشْاَ  هِعََبرْاَ  صُُّبرَتَ  مْهِِئاسِن  نِْم  نَوُلؤُْی  نَیذَّلِل   226

مٌیلعَ عٌیمسَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  قَلاَّطلا  اوُمزَعَ  نِْا  227 وَ 

For those who swear to abstain from their wives, there shall be a waiting of four . " 226
." months; so if then they revert, surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

And if they have resolved on divorce, then surely Allah is All-Hearing, All- . " 227
.Knowing

Commentary: Verses 226-227

Forswear in the Age of Ignorance

One of the methods that was customary in the Age of Ignorance for the separation of

a husband from his wife was /'īlā'/ ` forswear '. This method was also followed by

those Muslims who had newly embraced Islam. The word means: ` oath of sexual

 '. abstention

At the Age of Ignorance, when a man displeased his wife, he sometimes took oath to

abstain from associating with her, and by this unmanly way, he created a straitened

circumstance for her. He neither divorced her legally to make her free to marry with

her desired husband and obtain her own wishes, nor he himself was ready to make

.peace with her and continue to live with her as a spouse

, ..." For those who swear to abstain from their wives " 

So, the verse under discussion speaks about the design that Islam has planned for

that problem to put an end to it. It says that husband has a respite of four months to

make the woman free from this captivity and entanglement. He may either renounce

.his oath, and continue to live with his wife, or legally divorces her and lets her be free

; ..." there shall be a waiting of four months "...

Choosing the first way, and not to disturb the assembly of the family, is undoubtedly

.reasonable and also pleases Allah
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:Therefore, at the end of the verse, it says

." so if then they revert, surely Allah is Fogiving, Merciful "...
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The concluding sentence:"...surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful" denotes that

renouncing this oath will not be counted a sin, (though it is understood from the

(. statement that the essence of taking oath is not an agreeable action

****

If the man decides to become separate from her and divorces her, forgiveness and

mercy is not assured for his action, and Allah, Who is aware of all secrets, knows

whether his sensuality has forced the husband to misuse the law of divorce, or his

situation and conditions have really required that. The Lord is All-Hearing unto the

.apparent execution of divorce and is All-Knowing about the motive of it, as well

:So, the Qur'ān syas

.And if they have resolved on divorce, then surely Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing " 

But it should be noted that, although Islam has not absolutely nullified the proposition

of forswear, but it has, indeed, wiped out its effects, because, it does not allow any

man to separate from his wife and abandon sexual intercourse by forswearing and

taking oath. If we see that the verse has given this kind of man a respite of four

months' time to decide, it is not for showing that it is really possible to reject any right

of the matrimonial rights by forswearing, but it is for the sake that sexual intercourse,
as a religious obligation, is necessary at least once every four months. (It is, of course,
so that the woman might not commit sin because of this length of time, otherwise,
especially for the young ladies that may commit sin as a result of that long time, the

length of time between the sexual intercourses should be shortened as much as that

.( her sexual need be provided for

:Messages

Duty of Prophets: Wipe out superstitions

To wipe out the social customs and old traditions treated superstitiously and  - 1
.ignorantly has been a principle among the duties of prophets
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Husband to be Attentive to his Wife

Being attentive to the rights and spiritual and instinctive needs - 2
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.of one's wife is a principle for the husband

.Sometimes, Man uses the most sacred appellations for the worst aims - 3

Giving Respits

For the return of some individuals to the right path and that they make a wise - 4
.decision, giving a respite is necessary

Islam, the Advocator of the oppressed

Islam is the advocator of the oppressed. Women have always been oppressed and - 5
their rights have been transgressed all along the length of the history. Therefore, the

.Qur'ān has frequently supported them

People should be encouraged to lead safe and sound lives. The statement: "...so if - 6
then they revert, surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " has occurred in the verse to make

man aware of the fact that reverting to the course of life is the secret of receiving the

.forgiveness and mercy of Allah

Divorcw Accepted in Islam When Necessary

Islam accepts divorce, with all its bitterness and ugliness, but it does not bear that a - 7
.wife be suspended and her situation unclear

Be careful of sensuality and be in awe of a decision that destroys the livelihood of a - 8
:woman, because

 ". Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing " 

****
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رِخِلاْا وَ مِوْیَْلا  هِّللاِب وَ  َّنِمؤُْی  َّنکُ  نِْا  َّنهِِماحرْاَ  یف  هُّللا  قَلَخَ  ام  نَمُْتکْیَ  نْاَ  َّنهَُل  ُّلحِیَ  ءٍورُُق وَ لا  هَثَلَث  َّنهِسِفُْناَِب  نَصَّْبرَتَیَ  تُاقَّلطَمُْلا  228 وَ 
مٌیکحَ زٌیزعَ  هُّللا  هٌجَرَدَ وَ  َّنهِْیلَعَ  لِاجِّرلِل  فِورُْعمَْلاِب وَ  َّنهِْیلَعَ  يذَّلا  لُْثِم  َّنهَُلوَ  احلاصِْا  اودُاراَ  نِْا  کَِلذ  یف  َّنهِِّدرَِب  ُّقحَاَ  َّنهُُتَلوعُُب 

And the divorced women should wait (not wedding anyone else) concerning . " 228
;themselves for three (monthly) courses

and it is not lawful for them to conceal what Allah has created in their wombs, if they

believe in Allah and (in) the Last Day. And their husbands have a greater right (than

(. others) to take them back in the meanwhile, if they wish for reconciliation (indeed

And they (women) have rights similar to those against them in a fair manner, but men

." have precedence above them; and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: Verse 228

Waiting Period After Divorce Prior to Remarriage for Women

In the previous verse the words were about divorce, and then, in this verse, a part of

the ordinances of divorce and some of its concerning details are stated. There are five

:ordinances mentioned in it. At first, it speaks about ` waiting period ', saying

And the divorced women should wait (not wedding anyone else) concerning " 
; ..." themselves for three (monthly) courses

The Qur'ānic term /qurū'/, mentioned in the above verse, is applied in the sense of the

period of cleanliness of a woman. And, since the accomplishment of divorce should be

performed at the time that the woman is clean and has not had sexual intercourse

with her husband, this cleanliness is counted once, and when, afterward, she passes

two
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menstruations and becomes clean, one after another, as soon as the third cleanliness

finishes and at the moment that mestruation is seen, the waiting period has passed

.and, at that very status, her marriage is permissible

:The second ordinance is

and it is not lawful for them to conceal what Allah has created in their wombs, if "...
. ..." they believe in Allah and in the Last Day

It is noteworthy that the problem of the beginning and ending of the waiting period,
that usually a woman understands herself rather than anyone else, has been trusted

.to the statement of the woman and it is accepted as a document

The third ordinance understood from the verse is that the husband can revoke during

:the waiting period of a revocable divorce. It says

And their husbands have a greater right (than others) to take them back in the "...
(. ..." meanwhile, if they wish for reconciliation (indeed

In fact, when the woman is passing the waiting period of the revocable divorce, the

husband can begin the conjugal relation again without any ceremonies. This meaning

.may happen with any word or action which is with the intention of revocation

:Then the verse pays to the fourth ordinance, stating

,And they (women) have rights similar to those against them in a fair manner "...

;..." but men have precedence above them

Thus, as there are some rights for men upon the wives, there are also some rights for

.women upon husbands who are charged to observe them

Regarding to the clear difference between the physical and spiritual powers of

woman and man, the administration of the family is up to man and its assistance has

been given to the woman. This difference cannot be an obstacle that some women,
from the point of spiritual offices, knowledge, and piety be in a higher degree than
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.many of men

The Arabic term /ma`rūf/ which means a benevolent, logical and reasonable action,
has been repeated 12 times in these verses to be
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counted as a warning against men and women in order that they do not abuse their

rights, but, by respecting the mutual rights of each other, they should try to fix their

.conjugal relations and obtain the pleasure of Allah

:Finally, at the conclusion of the verse, it says

." and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise "...

This concluding phrase of the verse points to the fact that the Wisdom and Prudence

of Allah requires that in the society every person undertakes the very duties that the

law of creation has assigned for the one and they are adapted to the structure of his

body and spirit. The Wisdom of Allah also requires that similar to the duties that have

been given over to women, there would be settled some certain rights for them, too,
.in order that there appears an equality and justice between duty and right

The significance of this meaning, and the difference between the sexes and their

.responsibilities, will be explained later when the occasion applies

****
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Section 29: Divorce and the Respect for the Law

Verse 229, Arabic; English Translation

هِّللا دَودُحُامیقُی  لاّاَ  آفاخیَ  نْاَلاِّاائْیشَ  َّنهُومُُتْیتَا  آمِّم  اوذُخُأْتَ   ْ نْا مْکَُل  ُّلحِیَلاوَ  نٍاسحْاَِب  حٌیرسْتَ  وْاَ  فٍورُْعمَِب  كٌاسْماِفَ  نِاتَّرمَ  قُلاَّطلاَ   229
مُهُ کَِئلواُفَ  هِّللا  دَودُحـُ  َّدعـَتَیَ  نْمَ  اهودُتـَْعتَ وَ  لافَ  هِّللا  دُودُحـُ  کَْلِت  هِب  تْدَتـَْفا  امَیف  امهِْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لافَ  هِّللا  دَودُحـُ  امیقُی  لاّاَ  مُْتْفخِ  نْاِفـَ 

نَومُِلاظّلا

Divorce (is permissible) only twice, then either maintain (them) in honor or let . " 229
.(them) go in kindness

,And it is not lawful for you to take anything of what you have given them

unless both fear that they can not keep (themselves) within Allah's bounds; and if you

fear that they cannot keep (themselves) within Allah's bounds, it is no sin on either of

(. them about what she gives up to get herself freed (from the wedlock

.Those are Allah's limits; so do not transgress them

And, whoever transgresses Allah's limits then these are they that are the (willful)
." wrongdoers

:Occasion of Ravelation

Once there came a woman to one of the Prophet's wives and complained about her

husband that he repeatedly divorced her and then revoked again to create damages

for her thereby. And, it was customary among pagan Arabs that a man could divorce

his wife thousands of times and revoke it, while there was no limit in this regard.
When this grievance was reported to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the above verse was

.revealed and limited the divorce to three times
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Commentary: Verse 229

Rules Regarding Divorce

It was pointed out in the commentary of the former verse that the regulations of `

waiting period ' and `revocation ' are for the improvement of the conditions of family

status and preventing from separation and dispersion. But, some of the new

converted believers acted according to the old paganism and abused this regulation.
To hurt their wives, they divorced them and revoked it again and again. So, this verse

:was sent down and prevented that ugly and unmanly action. It says

, ..." Divorce (is permissible) only twice " 

This kind of divorce (revocable divorce), of course, should be accomplished in

.different meetings, not in one session alone

Then, the Qur'ān adds that in each of these two meetings the husband should either

keep his wife honourably with him and make peace with her, or kindly let her go and

.separate with her for ever

. ..." then either maintain (them) in honor or let (them) go in kindness "...

Therefore, the third divorce has not any revocation, because when they had two

occasions of dispute and divorce and then peace and revocation were fulfilled, they

.must put an end to it

The purpose of the phrase: ` let (them) go in kindness ' is that the husband ought to

pay that woman her rights fully and does not let himself say unsuitable words behind

her back after he separates from her. He must not make the attitude of other people

bad against her and lets her retain the possibility of marriage. Hence, separation

should also be accompanied with kindness and benevolence. That is why the verse

:continues saying

, ..." It is not lawful for you to take anything of what you have given them "...

It is not lawful for the husband to take or withhold anything out of what he has given
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or promised to give i.e. ` Mahr ' or dower to the wife. The dower amount is usually

large and much of it usually remains unpaid by the husband, the payment of the

dower amount, particularly when the divorce is pronounced, is another check upon

.the husband resorting to an indiscriminate and unnecessary divorce of his wife
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So, at the time of separation and divorce, the husband is not allowed to take back

.from the woman forcefully what he has given her as a marriage-portion

In the next part of the verse, it points to the divorce of khul`, and says that it is only in
one phase that taking the dower is possible. It is in the case that the woman does not

want to continue the conjugal life and they both fear that they are not able to observe

.the limits of Allah in that kind of life

; ..." unless both fear that they can not keep (themselves) within Allah's bounds "...

Under this law the wife may seek to get freed of the wedlock by returning the dower

to husband, if she has already received it, or to forgo it, if it be still due to her and take

.the divorce of khul` from Hākim-i-Shar`, viz. the Islamic judge

:Then it syas

and if you fear that they cannot keep (themselves) within Allah's bounds, it is no sin "...
(." on either of them about what she gives up to get herself freed (from the wedlock

In this phase, the origin of separation is, in fact, the wife. So, she must pay the

indemnity of this action and let the man, who is willing to live with her, marry another

.lady with the same marriage-portion

At the end of the verse, it points to the whole of the ordinances that are stated in this

:verse, and says

Those are Allah's limits; so do not transgress them. And, whoever transgresses "...
." Allah's limits then these are they that are the (willful) wrongdoers

Messages

Divorce should not be taken lightly

Plurality of divorce is based on plurality of marriage, i.e. there should be a marriage - 1
before a divorce. When a man, in one session, tells his wife: ` I divorced you thrice ',
there has occurred, indeed one divorce, because he has not ceased more than one
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marriage. For this reason, in the jurisprudence of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) it is cited that a

number of divorces should be fulfilled in a number of stages; and before every
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divorce there should also be a wedlock. This plurality, besides the apparent indication

of the verse, is for a closer common good, too. It is not convenient that the relation of

.a family be disturbed in one gathering and by one decision for ever

Limit of Allah Regarding Duty of Husband and Wife

Earning the life by the husband and obedience of the wife unto her husband are the - 2
.limits of Allah

A Law-Breaker is Unjust

.The breaker of the law is unjust - 3

And, Whoever transgresses Allah's limits - then these are they that are the (willful) "...
." wrongdoers

****
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Verse 230, Arabic; English Translation

هِّللا وَ دَودُحـُ  امیقُی  نْاَ  آّنظَ  نِْا  آعجَارتَیَ  نْاَ  امهِْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لافَ  اهقََّلطَ  نْاِفَ  هُرَْیغَ  اجوْزَ  حَکـِْنتَ  یّتحَ  دُْـعَب  نِْم  هَُل  ُّلحِتَ  لافَ  اـهقََّلطَ  نْاِفـَ   230
نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  اهُنِّیبَُی  هِّللا  دُودُحُ  کَْلِت 

If he divorces her (for the third time), she shall not be lawful to him thereafter, . " 230
;until she marries another husband

,and if he (the latter) divorces her

then it is no sin on (either of) them to return to each other (by marriage), if they think

.that they can keep Allah's bounds

.Those are Allah's limits; He makes them clear to a people who know

Occasion of Revelation

Once, at the time of Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), a woman came to him and said she

had been the spouse of her cousin by the name of Rifā`ah, who divorced her thrice.
After that, she married a man named `Abd-ur-Rahmān, but he, before any sexual

relations with her, divorced her, too. Then, she asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) whether

.she could return to her first husband

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) did not agree and said that her marriage with that

first husband was right if she had sexual intercourse with her new husband. The

.above verse was revealed

Commentary: Verse 230

Another Rule Regarding Divorce

In the commentary of the previous verse this fact was briefly referred to that: after

the second divorce, the couple should either follow the path of peace and kindness, or

.separate from each other for ever

The verse under discussion is counted as a note, indeed, added to that ordinance. It

:says
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If he divorces her (for the third time), she shall not be lawful to him thereafter, until " 
she marries another husband; and if he (the latter) divorces her, then it is no sin on

(either of) them
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.to return to each other (by marriage), if they think that they can keep Allah's bounds

Messages

Men should not misuse conjugal rights

Men should not misuse their conjugal rights. They ought to know that they are not - 1
.free and authoritative upon their wives forever in this regard

It is narrated from Imam Ridā (a.s.) who said: " Do not take divorce light, and do not

." cause your wives to incur a loss

Importance of Insight

Not every one knows the secrets and the Wisdom of the Divine laws, therefore - 2
some people, maybe, look at these instructions surprisingly, while the secrets of them

are clear for those who have insight. Common people often see the apparent of these

.instructions, but the cognizant recognize the spirit and the depth of them

Observing Family Affairs are Among the Limits of Allah

Muslims should know that the limits of Allah are not liable only to prayers, alms, - 3
.Hajj, and Holy War. Observing the family affairs are the limits of Allah, too

." Those are Allah's limits; He makes them clear to a people who know "...

****
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کَِلذ لْعَْفیَ  نْمَ  اودُتَْعتَِل وَ  ارارضِ  َّنهُوکُسِمُْت  فٍورُْعمَِب وَ لا  َّنهُوحُِّرسَ  وْاَ  فٍورُْعمَِب  َّنهُوکُسِْماَفَ  َّنهُلَجَاَ  نَْغلَبَفَ  ءَآسِّنلا  مُُتْقَّلطَ  اذِا  231 وَ 
هَّللا اوقَُّتا  هِب وَ  مْکُظُعِیَ  هِمَکْحِْلا  بِاتکِْلا وَ  نَِم  مْکُْیلَعَ  لَزَْناَ  ام  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  هِّللا  تَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْاوَ  اوزُهُ  هِّللا  تِایا  اوذُخَِّتتَ  هُسَْفَن وَ لا  مَلَظَ  دْقَفَ 

مٌیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْشَ ِّلکُِب  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعْا  وَ 

When you divorce women, and they have reached their waiting-period, then . " 231
either retain them in a fair manner or set them free in a fair manner; and do not retain

,them for injury

so that you transgress (the limits); and whoever does that he indeed is unjust to his

,(own) self. And do not take Allah's Signs in mockery

and remember Allah's blessing upon you and what He has sent down unto you of the

,Book and Wisdom to admonish you thereby

." and be in awe of Allah and know that Allah is All-Knowing of all things

Commentary: Verse 231

Divorce in a Fair Manner

This verse, following the subject of the previous verse, states some limits that Islam

has legislated upon divorce in order to prevent some disregards unto the rights and

.honour of women

The verse indicates that during the waiting-period, even if there is only one day

remained from that term, man is allowed to return to his wife and retain her with the

purpose of living together sincerely. But, if the circumstances are not favourable, he

can set her free. At any rate, whatever his decision is: either revocation or separation,
it should be fulfilled in a fair manner and with goodness and, consequently, far from

.any revengefulness

When you divorce women, and they have reached their waiting-period, then either " 
retain them in a fair manner or
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Then the verse interprets the Qur'ānic term /ma`rūf/ (a fair manner) saying that the

.revocation should be based on serenity and sincerity

,do not retain them for injury "...

so that you transgress (the limits); and whoever does that he indeed is unjust to his

. ..." (own) self

Since, at the Age of Ignorance, divorce and revocation had often been used as a

means of injury and avengefulness, the verse, with a severe tone, says that retaining

a woman as one's wife should not be performed with the aim of hurting her or

transgressing her, because this manner is not only unjust against her but also unjust

.to his own self

:This meaning may be for the sake that

The revocation which is based on the purpose of transgression contains no - 1
.tranquility and peace with it

From the view point of the Qur'ān, in the system of creation, man and woman are - 2
complementary parts of one unit. So, for a husband treading the rights of his wife is a

.transgression and injustice to his own self

The one who acts unjustly against another person he, indeed, goes forward unto - 3
.the punishment of Allah and, thus, he has done cruelty to himself, in fact

:Mock not Allah's Laws

Some people usually commit thousands of offences, but, to fly from the pressure of

their inner sense or, as they imagine, to fly from the chastisement of Allah, they seek

protection of some legal devices and cling to the apparent meaning of verses or

.ordinances

The Qur'ān considers this style a kind of mockery to the revealed verses and the

Divine laws. This swerve, unfortunately, is seen applied upon many of the ordinances,
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one of which is this very one of divorce. As it was said before, the right of revocation is
up to husband for the sake that the wedlock remains steadily all the longer. But some

people move exactly opposite to this direction, ie., abusing the right of
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revocation, they try to take revenge and hurt the woman. They cover their real cruel

.feature under the veil of acting upon Law

This is the same as mockery unto the Qur'ān and the Law. The verse under discussion

remarks that we beware not to mock the Messages of Allah (s.w.t.) and remember the

Divine great blessing of the religion of truth and the heavenly Book, too, which has

.come for our happiness

And do not take Allah's Signs in mockery, and remember Allah's blessing upon you "... 
and what He has sent down unto you of the Book and Wisdom to admonish you

, ..." thereby

Religion and its collection of regulations has originated from the firm system of this

very world, and has been legislated based upon the real interests of men. Therefore,
it is not right that, by neglecting the requirements, we clasp to the apparent of some

ordinances and make up some spiritless frames which put our interests in danger.
.They are also counted as heedlessness to Allah's Signs

At the end of the verse, in order to defend from the rights of women and to prevent

from the divine ordinances probably being abused, it reminds of this fact that to be

careful of your duties to Allah and know that He is aware of all your activities and all

.the secrects of this world

." and be in awe of Allah and know that Allah is All-Knowing of all things "...

****
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Section 30: Discipline During the Term, Re-marriage Negotiation

Verse 232, Arabic; English Translation

نَاـک نْمَ  هِب  ظُعـَوُی  کَِـلذ  فِورُْعمَْلاِـب  مْهُنَْیَب  اوْضـَارتَ  اذِا  َّنهُجَاوزْاَ  نَحْکِْنیَ  نْاَ  َّنهُوُلضـُْعتَ  ـلافَ  َّنهُلَجَاَ  نَْغلَبَفَ  ءَاـسِّنلا  مُُتْقَّلطَ  اذِا  232 وَ 
نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْناَ لا  مُلَْعیَ وَ  هُّللا  رُهَطْاَ وَ  مْکَُل وَ  یکزْاَ  مْکُِلذ  رِخِلاْا  مِوْیَْلا  هِّللاِب وَ  نُِمؤُْی  مْکُْنِم 

And when you divorce women, and they have reached their waiting-period, do . " 232
not prevent them from marrying their (former) husbands, when they agree between

.themselves in a fair manner

With this is admonitioned whoever of you believes in Allah and the Last Day; that is
." more virtuous and purer for you; surely Allah knows and you know not

Occasion of Revelation

One of the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the name of Ma`qal-ibn-Yasār

opposed the marriage of his sister with her former husband named `Āsịm ibn `Ady.
This man, `Āsịm, had divorced her but, after concluding the prescribed waiting-

.period, both of them were willing to fasten their wedlock again by a new wedding

For this reason the revelation was sent down and prevented him (Ma`qal) from

.opposing such a marriage

It is also cited in another narration that the verse was revealed when Jābir-ibn-
`Abdullāh opposed the marriage of his cousin with her former husband. Perhaps, in

.the Age of Ignorance, this right had been given to many close relatives

No doubt, in our jurisprudent, brothers and cousins have no guardianship (wilāyat))
over their sisters or cousins, but, as we will
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explain in this discussion later, the meaning of the above verse is a general ordinance

about guardians and other than them that neither of these people may rightfully

oppose such a marriage: neither father nor mother, nor cousin, nor non-relative

.( persons

Commentary: Verse 232

 ! Another Chain Was Broken

As was stated in the former explanations, in old times women were living bound in the

chains of ignorance and were terribly captured by the will, desire, and lust of lewd

.men without having any regard for women's affection, thought and decision

One of the examples of that status was the subject of choosing husband where the

like or dislike and willingness of women had no place. Concerning to this style, even

when the woman was formally married and then separated from her husband

thereafter, her second marriage with him again depended on the decision of her

guardian or guardians, although those two (the man and the woman) wished to

.continue their former conjugal life

Their guardians, then, used to prevent that wedlock because of their (guardians') own

.interests or for some vain imaginations and superstitions

The Qur'ān has clearly condemned this style. It says that the guardians and other

individuals have not such a right, because when both the man and woman, who are

the main elements of marriage, have unanimity with each other and after that

.separation they are willing to marry again, opposition of others is meaningless

And when you divorce women, and they have reached their waiting-period, do not " 
prevent them from marrying their (former) husbands, when they agree between

. ..." themselves in a fair manner

Thus, it is understood from this verse that divorcees need not to obtain permission or

agreement of their guardians to marry again, and even the opposition of their

guardians, if any, is invalid. Now, the question is about the marriage of the virgin girls
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that: is it necessary to
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obtain her guardian's permission? The above verse is silent in this regard and we

:must refer to the jurisprudent books for its explanation. It only continues saying

; ..." With this is admonitioned whoever of you believes in Allah and the Last Day "...

This part of the verse means that these ordinances, that are stated for individuals'

benefits, affect on those who believe both in Allah, the Creator of the world, and in the

Day of Judgement. It is in this case that a person, under the light of theology, can

.detach from egoism and, controlling his low desire, rescues himself from deviation

." that is more virtuous and purer for you; surely Allah knows and you know not "...

This concluding statement points to the fact that the fruit of one's action upon these

ordinances is perfectly his, but as a result of unsufficient information some individuals

may not be aware of the philosophy of divine ordinances; while the Lord, Who knows

all the secrets, has assigned these instructions for the sake of protecting their

.interests and purification and cleanliness of family members

It is noteworthy that, in this sentence, acting upon these instructions are introduced

as the causes of both vitrue and purity, (more virtuous and purer), which means that

acting upon these instructions removes both the different impurities, resulted from

doing some worng deeds, from families so that it purifies them, and attains

.development, improvement, favour and blessing for them

****
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فِورُْعمَْلاِـب لا َّنهُُتوَسْکِ  َّنهُُقزْرِ وَ  هَُل  دِوُلوْمَْلا  یلَعَ  هَعَاـضَّرلا وَ  َّمِتُی  نْاَ  دَاراَ  نْمَِل  نِْیلَِماـک  نِْیَلوْحَ  َّنهُدَـلاوْاَ  نَْعضـِرُْی  تُادِـلاوْلا  233 وَ 
امهُْنِم وَ ضٍارتَ  نْعَ  لاًاصِف  اداراَ  نْاِفَ  کَِلذ  لُْثِم  ثِرِاوْلا  یلَعَ  هدَِـلوَِب وَ  هَُل  دٌوُلوْمَ  اهدَِـلوَِب وَ لا  هٌدَِـلاو  َّرآضُت  اهعَسـْوُ لا  ـّلاِا  سٌْفَن  فَُّلکَُت 

َّناَ اومُلَعْا  هَّللا وَ  اوقَُّتا  فِورُْعمَْلاِب وَ  مُْتْیتَا  آم  مُْتمَّْلسـَ  اذِا  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لافَ  مْکُدَلاوْاَ  اوعُضـِرْتَسْتَ  نْاَ  مُْتدْرَاَ  نِْا  امهِْیلَعَ وَ  حَانجُ  لافَ  رٍوُاشتَ 
رٌیصَب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  هَّللا 

And the (divorced) mothers shall suckle their children for two whole . " 233

years for him (father) who desires to complete the period of suckling. It is (incumbent)
upon the father to provide (sustenance) and their clothing (nursing mothers) in a fair

.manner

;No soul shall have imposed upon it a duty but to the extent of its capacity

neither shall a mother be made to suffer harm on account of her child, nor a father on

.account of his child, and the same devolves upon the heir

But if they desire to wean by mutual consent and consultation, then it is no sin on

them. And if you desire to seek a wet nurse for your children, it is no sin on you as long

;as you pay what you promised for in a fair manner

." and be in awe of Allah, and know that Allah sees what you do

****
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Commentary: Verse 233

Point

In Arabic philology the term /wālidah/ is used for ` mother ' while the term /umm/ has

a wider meaning and, besides applying the term for `mother ', its concept sometimes

.refers to the ` root ' or ` source ' of everything

In this verse, the Qur'ān points to several instructions about the problem of suckling

and the different rights that mother, child, and father have in this regard. These

.instructions, on the whole, are seven various ordinances

:Seven Instructions Upon Suckling

The right of nursing the child for two whole years is specialized to mother, because - 1
it is she who can suckle and look after her child during this time. In view of the fact

that the nutrition of the baby, bodily and spiritually, has a close and firm relation with

mother's milk and affections, although the guardianship of little children has been

given to father, the right of protection and maintenance of a child is given to mother.
On the other hand, maternal affections should be observed, too, because the mother

cannot bear to see that her bosom is empty from her child and remain silent in such

sensitive moments. Therefore, specializing the right of suckling and maintenance of a
child to mother is a kind of mutual right which is helpful for both the circumstances of

.the mother and the conditions of her child

 ..." And the (divorced) mothers shall suckle their children for two whole years " 

It is not necessary that the duration of suckling to be positively two years. This two- - 2
.year-suckling period is for the one who wants to accomplish it perfectly

. ..." for him (father) who desires to complete the period of suckling "...

But, regarding to the position of the child's body and observing its health, the mother

.has also the right to diminish this course when she thinks it is favourable
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A tradition from Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) says that the whole course of suckling is two years

.while its incomplete course is twenty one months
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This idea may be abstructed from gathering the concepts of this verse and verse 15
from Sura Al-Ahqāf, No. 46, where it says: "...and the bearing of him and the weaning

of him was thirty months; ...". And, we know that the course of pregnancy is usually

nine months. Therefore, the remaining time, which is twenty one months, is the

.ordinary time of suckling

And, also in view of the fact that, in Sura Al-Ahqāf, the matter has not been cited in a
compulsory form, hence, considering the health of the child, mothers may rightfully

.diminish the suckling months to less than 21 months, too

Mother's expenses for food and clothing during the suckling course, even when she - 3
is divorced, is upon the baby's father in order that mother be able to nurse the child

.conveniently and with a peace of mind

It is (incumbent) upon the father to provide (sustenance) and their clothing (nursing "...
. ..." mothers) in a fair manner

Here, the Qur'ānic phrase /almaulūd-i-lahū/ (ie. the one for whom the child is born)
which is used instead of applying the term ` father ', attracts the attention. It seems

the revelation intends to move the affections of the father all the more towards the

path of doing his aforementioned duty. That is, if the expenses of the mother and child

during the suckling course has been trusted with father to pay, it is for the reason that

.the baby is his own beloved child and is the fruit of his heart, not a foreigner

The occurrence of ` in a fair manner ', here, shows that mother's clothing and food

should be given in a scale about the usage and also appropriate to her position.
.Neither stinginess nor immoderation is right in this regard

Then, to remove any ambiguity, it explains more about this subject that the duty of a
father is due to his capacity, as Allah has assigned no duty beyond the ability of any

.individual

; ..." No soul shall have imposed upon it a duty but to the extent of its capacity "...

Neither father nor mother should disregard the fate of their child because of their - 4
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own oppositions. This may cause a harm for the
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.mind and spirit of the child which cannot be compensated later

neither shall a mother be made to suffer harm on account of her child, nor a father "...
, ..." on account of his child

Men ought to be attentive to the mothers' right of suckling and protection. They

should not tread it by taking the child from them. By the way, mothers should not

abuse the right which is given to them, either, by restraining suckling through some

.various vain pretexts, or deprive the man from visting his child

After the death of the father, his heir should undertake this duty and provide the - 5
.necessities of the mother during the time she nurses the child

. ..." and the same devolves upon the heir "...

The allowance of weaning is given to parents though the previous verses have - 6
defined some limits for suckling the child. Parents, with the agreement of each other,

.can wean whenever they think it is suitable for the physical state of the child

But if they desire to wean by mutual consent and consultation, then it is no sin on "...
. ..." them

That is, if parents counsel and agree to decide to wean, there will be no problem for

.them

In the meanwhile, the mother is not obliged to nurse the baby. So, whenever she

wishes she can stop it, while it is better for her to forsake some of her own desires for

the sake of development of her child and not let herself lose the cooperation and the

due consultation of her husband alongside this way, so that the mutual consent,
.pointed in the verse, actually happens

It is impossible to prevent the mother from nursing her child, unless mother herself - 7
:refrains from suckling, or there really comes forth a barrier for her. Hence, it says

And if you desire to seek a wet nurse for your children, it is no sin on you as long as "...
; ..." you pay what you promised for in a fair manner
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The last part of the above sentence means that engaging another woman to suckle

the child instead of mother, after consultation and obtaining mutual consent, does not

matter. It is, of course, upon
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condition that this manner does not cause the mother's right due to the length of her

.former suckling to be trodden. This right should be paid to her in a fair manner

Since disputes and oppositions between man and woman sometimes awaken the

spirit of revengefulness in them, and their fate or that of their helpless child may be

exposed to danger, and each of them may think of evil planning for the other, at the

:end of these ordinances, the Qur'ān says

." and be in awe of Allah, and know that Allah sees what you do "...

****

:Note

A thin and delicate explanation is also cited upon this verse which we narrate exactly

:here

The root, ` darara ' meaning harm; in its original form to do harm (transitive) and in its

secondary form ` Tadarrar ' meaning to suffer or to receive harm (intransitive). Here

the secondary form ` Mudarra ' has been used which usually means mutual give and

take, meaning neither to harm nor to get harmed. As such this passage means that on

account of the child or the disagreement between the parents none of the three (viz.
the father, mother or the child) should be harmful to the other, or should be harmed

by the other. This interpretation covers the various commentaries given by the

.different commentators

The implication of the passage regarding the mutual rights of the wife and the

husband during the period of suckling of their issues, and the right and the duty of the

heir of the husband and the condition for the permissibility of employment of a wet-
nurse for the suckling of the issue, there are very subtle points for which you may

.please refer to `Fiqh ', jurisprudent books

****
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یف نَْلعَفَ  امیف  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لافَ  َّنهُلَجَاَ  نَْغلََب  اذاِفَ  ارشْعَ  رٍهُشـْاَ وَ  هَعََبرْاَ  َّنهِسـِفُْناَِب  نَصَّْبرَتَیَ  اجاوزْاَ  نَورُذَیَ  مْکُْنِم وَ  نَوَّْفوَتَُی  نَیذَّلا  234 وَ 
رٌیبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  هُّللا  فِورُْعمَْلاِب وَ  َّنهِسِفُْناَ 

And those of you who die, and leave widows behind, they should keep . " 234
(; themselves in waiting for four months and ten (days

when they have completed their waiting period, then it is no sin on you for what they

.do for themselves in a fair manner

." And Allah is fully aware of what you do

Commentary: Verse 234

Superstition Against Women in Old Times

One of the main problems and basic difficulties for women is their marriage after the

death of husband. Since the immediate marriage of the widow with another spouse

after the death of her husband often contradicts with affections and keeping the

regards of the ex-husband, it is not fitting, with the spirit and sensations of the

relatives of the Late, besides that the lack of a child in woman's womb must become

certain. So, the above verse has conditioned the remarriage of the widows to keeping

.themselves in waiting for four months and ten days

Observing the honour of matrimonial life, even after the death of the spouse, is a

natural innate proposition. That is why there have always been some special customs

common on this purpose among different tribes. Sometimes in these social traditions,
the behaviour has been so excessive that women would become helplessly captured

in a manner that sometimes the worst crimes could be committed upon them. For

example, in some tribes it was customary to burn the widow; and in some others they

.would bury her alive with the man

Some groups of people used to deprive the widows from their remarriage forever

.and, thus, those kind of widows were isolated thereby

In some tribes, widows had to stay for a length of time beside their
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husband's grave inside a black tent and in some dirty shabby clothings, plain and

without any ornamentation. They could not even wash themselves during days and

.nights

The above verse put an end to all of these superstitions, and, in the meanwhile, it

worthily and respectfully supported the principle of observing the honour of

.matrimonial life by keeping the waiting-period after the death of husband

And those of you who die, and leave widows behind, they should keep themselves in " 
(; ..." waiting for four months and ten (days

The Arabic term /tawaffā/, which is used in many occurrences in the Qur'ān, means `
to take '; and the term /baðr/, which has no past tense form in Arabic, means `

strewing '. So, the verse says the women who lose their husbands have to wait for

.four months and ten days as waiting-period and abstain from remarriage

when they have completed their waiting period, then it is no sin on you for what "...
. ..." they do for themselves in a fair manner

.The sense of /bulūq-i-'ajal/ refers to the conclusion of the period

This part of the verse indicates that after finishing this length of time, women can

.remarry everybody they want

The prescribed waiting period of four months and ten days is compulsorily to be

observed by a widow whether she had intercourse with the bereaved husband or not.
In the case of her being pregnant the maximum prescribed waiting period or the

.period or the delivery, whichever be the later, should be observed

Dealing with the divorce and the waiting period, it was appropriate to deal with the

question of an out sider overtly or covertly proposing to marry the divorced one.
Qur'ān says there would be no harm provided the talk does not exceed the limit of

.modesty and no contract is finalised before the conclusion of the waiting period

****
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In view of the fact that sometimes concerning guardians hinder the marriage of the

widows because of some superstitions and vain imaginations, the verse addresses

them and tells them that they have no
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responsibility in this regard and widows can have their re-wedlock on a proper base

.with whoever they desire

." And Allah is fully aware of what you do "... 

The guardians should stand away from interfering in their children's affairs, and know

that the Lord is aware of everything, and He recompenses all for their good actions

.and evil actions

****
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ارّسِ َّنهُودُعِاوُت  نْکِل لا  َّنهَُنورُکُذْتَسَ وَ  مْکَُّناَ  هُّللا  مَِلعَ  مْکُسِفُْناَ  یف  مُْتْننَکْاَ  وْاَ  ءِآسِّنلا  هِبَطْخِ  نِْم  هِب  مُْتضَّْرعَ  امیف  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  235 وَ لا 
اومُلَعْا هُورُذَحْافَ وَ  مْکُسـِفُْناَ  یف  ام  مُلَْعیَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعْا  هُلَجَاَ وَ  بُاتکِْلا  غَُلْبیَ  یّتحَ  حِاکِّنلا  هَدَْقعُ  او  - مُزِْعتَ افورُْعمَ وَ لا  لاًوُْق  اوُلوقُتَ  نْاَ  لاِّا 

مٌیلحَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّناَ 

There is no sin on you if you make an indirect proposal of marriage to (such) . " 235
;women, or keep concealed (the intention) to yourselves

Allah knows that you will think of them; but make no promise to them in secret, unless

.you speak in fairness

And do not resolve on a wedlock until the prescribed period is completed, and know

,that Allah knows what is in your hearts

." so beware of Him; and know that Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing

Commentary: Verse 235

 ? Can Widows Be Engaged during Waiting Period

As to the foregoing Qur'ānic discussion about the waiting-period of women after their

husband's death, in this verse, one of the important ordinances in relation to the

:widows in their waiting-period is pointed out. It says

There is no sin on you if you make an indirect proposal of marriage to (such) women, " 
;or keep concealed (the intention) to yourselves

;Allah knows that you will think of them

. ..." but make no promise to them in secret, unless you speak in fairness

It is, in fact, a natural phenomenon that a woman may think of her future fate after

,the death of her husband. And, on the other hand
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some men may also be in thought of marriage with them because of easier conditions

.that widows usually have

:Then, continuing the subject, the verse says

, ..." And do not resolve on a wedlock until the prescribed period is completed "... 

It is certain that if a person confirms a wedlock which is during the waiting-period, it is
totally invalid /bātil/. Moreover, if he does it intentionally, that action causes the

.woman to be unlawful /hạrām/ to him forever

:Then, it follows saying

and know that Allah knows what is in your hearts, so beware of Him; and know that "... 
." Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing

That is, Allah does not hasten to punish His servants, because He is ` Forbearing '

.about what they do

****
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Section 31: Extra Provision for Divorced Women and Widows

Point

اعاتمَ هُرُدَقَ  رِِتْقمُْلا  یلَعَ  هُرُدَقـَ وَ  عِسِومُْلا  یلَعَ  َّنهُوعُِّتمَ  هًضَیرفَ وَ  َّنهَُل  اوضُرِْفتَ  وْاَ  َّنهُوُّسمَتَ  مَْلام  ءَآسِّنلا  مُُتْقَّلطَ  نِْا  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  236 لا 
نَینسِحْمُْلا یلَعَ  اقّحَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب 

There is no sin on you if you divorce women while you have not yet touched . " 236
them nor settled any dowry on them; yet make provision for them, the rich according

.to his means, and the straitened according to his means; a provision in a fair manner

." This is) a duty on the doers of good)

Commentary: Verse 236

Divorce Prior to Settling Dowry and Consummation of

Continuing about the theme of divorce, there are also some other ordinances in the

:above verse and the verse after that. It says

There is no sin on you if you divorce women while you have not yet touched them " 
; ..." nor settled any dowry on them

This circumstance is, of course, when either the man or the woman, after confirming

the marriage tie and before having any sexual relations, understands that they can

not live together as a married couple because of some problems. In this case, it is so

much the better that at this time they separate from each other by means of divorce

.and do not let it be postponed to later stages when it surely will become more difficult

:After that, the verse pays to another ordinance concerning the subject, where it says

, ..." yet make provision for them "... 

For the payment of this gift, in fact, the ability of man should also be considered. That

:is why the verse continues saying
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the rich according to his means, and the straitened according to his means; a "...
. ..." provision in a fair manner

Both the wealthy men and the poor men should pay this gift, but due to their ability.
And, in view of the fact that this gift has a considerable effect on the woman in

preventing her from taking vengeance and freeing her from the pressure or the

weight which may fall on her heart as a result of breaking their tie of marriage, the

:above verse concerns the gift to the benevolent nature of man, and says

." This is) a duty on the doers of good "... )

This idea points to the fact that the payment should be accompanied with

.benevolence and also performed in a peaceful manner by the husband

****
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هُدَْـقعُ هدِیـَِب  يذَّلا  اوَفُْعیَ  وْاَ  نَوفُْعیَ  نْاَ  ـّلاِا  مُْتضـْرَفَ  اـم  فُصِْنفَ  هًضَیرفَ  َّنهَُل  مُْتضـْرَفَ  دْقـَ  َّنهُوُّسمَتَ وَ  نْاَ  لِْـبقَ  نِْم  َّنهُومـُُتْقَّلطَ  نِْا  237 وَ 
رٌیصَب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  هَّللا  َّنِا  مْکُنَْیَب  لَضْفَْلا  اوُسَْنتَ  يوْقَّتلِل وَ لا  بُرَْقاَ  اوفُْعتَ  نْاَ  حِاکِّنلا وَ 

And if you divorce them before you have touched them, and you have already . " 237
settled a dowry on them, then (pay them) one-half of what you have settled, unless

;they (women) remit it, or he remits it in whose hand is the marriage tie

.and that you (yourselves voluntarily) remit (the whole) is nearer to piety

." And, do not forget generosity among yourselves. Surely Allah sees what you do

Commentary: Verse 237

Divorce Prior to Consummation but after Settling Dowry

In this verse, those women are spoken about who separate from their husbands

:before any relations while there have been appointed a dowry for them. It syas

And if you divorce them before you have touched them, and you have " 

already settled a dowry on them, then (pay them) one-half

,of what you have settled

This lawful legislation is an ordinance which gives the right to the woman to take half

of the whole marriage-portion completely although there has been no sexual

.intercourse

:After fixing this matter, it pays to some moral and affectional aspects, and says

; ..." unless they (women) remit it, or he remits it in whose hand is the marriage tie "... 

The tone of the verse, on the whole, is based upon the principle of ` fair manner ' and

` benevolence '. It emphasizes that even divorce and separation should not be

mingled with any dispute, conflict and opposition originated from the sense of

revengefulness. On the
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:contrary, it should be based on nobility, generosity and forgiveness. It says

.and that you (yourselves voluntarily) remit (the whole) is nearer to piety "... 

.And, do not forget generosity among yourselves

." Surely Allah sees what you do

****
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Verse 238, Arabic; English Translation

Point

نَیتِناق هِّلِل  اوُموُق  یطسْوُْلا وَ  هِولَّصلا  تِاولََّصلا وَ  یلَعَ  اوظُِفاح   832

Guard your prayers, and (especially) the middle prayer and stand devoutly . " 238
." before Allah

Occasion of Revelation

At the time of revelation of the Divine Messages, a group of hypocrites did not

participate in congregational prayer under the pretext of the hot weather in order to

disturb the order of the rows of Muslims. Tracing and following them, some of the true

Muslims did not take part in the congregational prayer, either. The Messenger of Allah

(p.b.u.h.) was annoyed about it so that he threatened them with a probable intense

.heavenly punishment

So, as it is narrated in a tradition, in the extraordinary hot middays of summer, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) performed the prayer (midday prayer) in congregation. That prayer

was the most grievous canonical prayers for the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
so that it happened that usually there stood no more than one or two lines of them

behind the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for midday prayer. In that circumstance, he (p.b.u.h.) said

he had decided to burn the houses of those who did not participate in their prayer

there. Then the verse was revealed and the importance of the noon prayer (in
.congregation) was emphasized thereby

Commentary: Verse 238

Gaurd Your Prayers

The importance of the prescribed daily prayers, especially the midday prayer, is

emphasized repeatedly in the verses of the Qur'ān, for prayer is the most effective

.factor in the connection of man with Allah
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:As an instance, in the above verse it says

 ..." Guard your prayers, and (especially) the middle prayer " 

.The verse recommends to stand humbly, and truly obedient, before the Lord

." and stand devoutly before Allah "... 

Beware that the heat and the cold of weather, or the engagements
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of the world, such as: wealth or wife and children, do not hinder you from this great

.duty

'. The purpose of /sạlāt-il-wustā/ (the midmost prayer) is the very `midday prayer

****

:Note

The Arabic term /wustā/, used in the above verse, means: ` middle, or the best, or the

most excellent '. Commentators differ as to the exact meaning of this phrase. The

weight of the authorities seems to favour interpreting it as the `asṛ or the midday

prayer, since it is mostly neglected and yet it is most necessary to remember Allah in
.the midst of the worldly engagements

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ اوُنوکُتَ  مَْلام  مْکُمََّلعَ  امکَ  هَّللا  اورُکُذْافَ  مُْتْنِماَ  اذاِفَ  انابکْرُ  وْاَ  لاًاجرِفَ  مُْتْفخِ  نْاِفَ   239

;And if you fear (an enemy or danger), then (pray) on foot or riding . " 239

but when you are safe, then remember Allah as He has taught you that which you did

." not know

Commentary: Verse 239

How to pray when conditions are unsafe or during travel

In this verse it emphasizes that you cannot abandon establishing prayers even in the

.most grievous conditions such as in the battlefield

But in circumstances like that many of the obligations of prayer are diminished, for

example: being to the direction of Qiblah, the performances of bowing and prostration

.in ordinary manner, and so on

:Hence, it says

; ..." And if you fear (an enemy or danger), then (pray) on foot or riding " 

Therefore, constant attending to prayers is not only for the time of security and

.safety, but canonical prayers should be kept always and in any condition

but when you are safe, then remember Allah as He has taught you that which you "...
." did not know

And, when you are in security, then prayers in this status have to be kept in the

.ordinary form and with all their ritual manners and conditions

It is clear that the thankfulness of servants due to this divine teaching, in which He

has taught them the way of establishing prayers both in the secured time and in fear,
.is by way of the very performance of them, as they should be kept

****
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نَْلعَفَ ام  یف  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لافَ  نَجْرَخَ  نْاِفَ  جٍارخِْا  رَْیغَ  لِوْحَْلا  یَلِا  اعاتمَ  مْهِجِاوزْلاَِ  هًَّیصِوَ  اجاوزْاَ  نَورُذَیَ  مْکُْنِم وَ  نَوَّْفوَتَُی  نَیذَّلا  240 وَ 
مٌیکحَ زٌیزعَ  هُّللا  فٍورُْعمَ وَ  نِْم  َّنهِسِفُْناَ  یف 

And those of you who are about to die and leave wives behind, make a bequest . " 240
in favour of their wives, a year's maintenance without turning them out; but if they

leave (of their own accord), there is no sin on you in what they do themselves in a fair

." manner; and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: Verse 240

Maintenance for the widow

The Qur'ān returns to the problem of marriage and divorce again and deals with its

concerning affairs. At first it speaks about the husbands who are approaching death

while they are leaving wives behind them. It advises that they ought to bequeath for

:their widows a year's maintenance and residence in their homes. Thus it says

And those of you who are about to die and leave wives behind, make a bequest in " 
; ..." favour of their wives, a year's maintenance without turning them out

This ordinance is, of course, in the case that they (widows) do not leave their homes,
and if they leave the husband's house, they have not any right of maintenance and

.residence

but if they leave (of their own accord), there is no sin on you in what they do with "...
; ..." themselves in a fair manner

As if for the sake that such women be not anxious about their future, it consoles them

at the end of the verse, and says that the Providence is able to open a new way to

them after the lack of their former husband; and, therefore, there is certainly wisdom

.in that calamity

." and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise "... 
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نَیقَّتمُْلا یلَعَ  اقّحَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  عٌاتمَ  تِاقَّلطَمُْلِل  241 وَ 

And for the divorced women make a provision according to a fair manner; (this . " 241
." is) a duty on the pious ones

Commentary: Verse 241

Provision for the divorced women

In this verse, the Qur'ān has paid to another ordinance of the ordinances of divorce. It

:says

; ..." And for the divorced women make a provision according to a fair manner " 

The ordinance in this verse, similar to what was said in verse 236, is about the women

whom are not appointed a dowry for at the time of wedlock, and they are divorced

.before any sexual intercourse

.This provision is a gift which is paid from the side of husband, and it is appreciated

." this is) a duty on the pious ones "... )

****
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نَوُلقِْعتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هِتایا  مْکَُل  هُّللا  نُِّیبَُی  کَِلذکَ   242

." Thus Allah makes clear to you His Signs, so that you might understand . " 242

Commentary: Verse 242

Clear signs of Allah

In this verse, which is the last verse from the group of verses about divorce, the

:Qur'ān syas

." Thus Allah makes clear to you His Signs, so that you might understand " 

It is evident that the purpose of the Qur'ānic phrase /la`allakum ta`qilūn/ ` so that

you might understand ' is that the intention of movement from the beginning should

be towards the destination of ` action '; else, mere contemplation upon ordinances

.and understanding them, with no deed, will be fruitless

****
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.Section 32: Fight in the Cause of Allah; References to the Conduct of the Ancient People

Point

Death caused by Allah against those who refused to fight when they were ordained -
Muslims enjoined to sacrifice their lives and their wealth in the cause of Allah - Saul's

.kingdom over Israel and their demur against Saul being chosen as their king

Verse 243, Arabic; English Translation

سِاّنلا وَ یلَعَ  لٍضْفَ  وذَُـل  هَّللا  َّنِا  مْهُایحْاَ  َّمُث  اوُتوُم  هُّللا  مُهَُل  لَاقفَ  تِوْمَْلا  رَذَحـَ  فٌوُلُا  مْهُ  مْهِرِاـیدِ وَ  نِْم  اوجُرَخَ  نَیذَّلا  یَلِارَتَ  مَْلاَ   243
نَورُکُشْیَ سِاّنلا لا  رَثَکْاَ  َّنکِل 

Have you not considered those (of old) who fled their homes, though they were . " 243
?thousands (in number), for fear of death

(; Then Allah said to them: ` Die! ' (and they died

then He restored them to life. Truly Allah is gracious to people, but most people are

. " not thankful

Occasion of Revelation

Once, one of the cities of Syria became smitten with a plague and people passed

away one after another. At that time, some people, hoping that they might flee from

the grips of death, abandoned their homeland. After leaving their environment and

escaping from death, they felt powerful and independent in them. They, neglecting

the Will of Allah and expecting the natural phenomena to help them, became proud

.and haughty. Therefore, the Lord destroyed them in that desert by the same sickness
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Commentary: Verse 243

Fate of one of the old nations

This verse indirectly and also instructively points to the awesome fate of one of the

old nations. They encountered with a terrible infectious disease in their environment

.where thousands of them fled from

Have you not considered those (of old) who fled their homes, though they were " 
? ..." thousands (in number), for fear of death

:Then it refers to their fate, saying

(; Then Allah said to them: ` Die! ' (and they died "...

.They died by the same sickness that they had used as the pretext of their flight

Then Allah brought them back to life, maybe, in order that the story of their lives

.might serve as a warning for others who can take an example from it

. ..." then He restored them to life "...

This creative command is similar to the command cited in Sura Yāsīn No. 96, verse 82,
where it says: " His command, when He intends anything, is only to say to it: ` Be ', so

." it is

(, The phrase: / umma 'ahyāhum / (then He restored them to life

mentioned in the verse, hints to the story of those people who, after death, were

.(. quickened by the invocation of Ezekiel, the Prophet, (a.s

Since their coming back to life was one of the clear blessings of Allah both from their

:points of view and from the point of warning other people, the verse finally says

, ..." Truly Allah is gracious to people "...

Not only this group of people received, but also all humankind always receive the
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.grace, kindness, and blessings of Allah, while they are usually not grateful

." but most people are not thankful "...

The Late Sạdūq, a great famous scholar from Shī`ah school of thought, reasoning on

:this verse for the possibility of resurrection, says

One of our convictions is belief in resurrection (that some former people " 
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(return to life again in this very world)."(1

This holy verse can also be a document for the problem of the Resurrection and

.raising the dead in the Hereafter

****

The explanation of Ezekiel's invocation

The explanation of Ezekiel's invocation, as has been cited upon the description of the

:concept of the Qur'ānic phrase: " Then He restored them to life ", is as follows

Owing to the repeated visits of the plague, the children of Israel numbering several

thousands left their homes for fear of death. It happened so that the disease once

again pested the town and the people in a huge number of thousands got out of the

town being confident of their escape from death which evidently indicated lack of

.faith in God

Allah commanded all of them to die and they were all dead and reduced to dust, only

their bones were lying on the earth. One of the Israelite prophets, Ezekiel, passed that

way and prayed to the Lord to raise the people to life. Ezekiel, was inspired by Allah to

pray to Him reciting a particular name and to sprinkle water on the rotten bones of

the dead, which ` Ezekiel ' did and the people were once again quickened. Thus it was

manifested for the knowledge of the faithless people that Allah does whatsoever He

.pleases and they could never go their own way against the Will of the Lord

****
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مٌیلعَ عٌیمسَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  اوُلِتاق  244 وَ 

نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلِا  طُصُْبیَ وَ  ضُِبْقیَ وَ  هُّللا  هًرَیثکَ وَ  افا  - عضْاَ هَُل  هُفَعِاضُیفَ  انسَحَ  اضرْقَ  هَّللا  ضُرِْقُی  يذَّلا  اذَ  نْمَ   245

." And fight in the way of Allah, and know that Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing . " 244

Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan, so He will multiply it for him . " 245
." manifold? And Allah straitens and extends and unto Him you will be rerurned

Commentary: Verses 244-245

Point

From here on the verses of Holy War come forth. It begins with the command of

fighting in the path of Allah, and warns us to beware that He hears what we say and

knows what we have in our hearts, from our motives and intentions, regarding the

:Holy War in the way of Allah. It says

." And fight in the way of Allah, and know that Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing " 

Inspite of all that has been said that Islam prefers peaceful methods of preaching the

truth, and that it never took any initiative in waging war against its opponents, the fact

is that Islam recognizes the right of taking even the initiative in using force against

those who persist in ungodly activities causing human degradation or social or moral

deterioration. But this measure can not be adopted save by the Prophet of Allah or his

Vicegerent authorized by him and none else. As the fifth Holy Imam Muhammad Ibne-
Ali Al-Bāqir says ` A war may be termed as holy or godly (Jihād) ' if the object be to

make people give up submission to any one besides Allah, and to submit only to God's

authority and the Divine Will. But if the object be to make them give up submission to

one creature in order to submit to any other, it is the usual war waged for selfish and

.some worldly gain. Hence it is unholy and thus condemned by Islam
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However, Islam enjoins on Muslims to be always ready, well prepared and well

equipped to meet all exigencies or an eventuality which may unexpectedly develop

against them, then they should gather strength as much as they can so that their

opponents, the opponents of the divine cause may refrain from any unprovoked

.aggression

****

Occasion of Revelation

It is narrated that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) once said that whoever gives any alms

will receive it twice in Heaven. Abud-Dahḍāh ̣ Ansārī, addressing the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.), said that: he had two gardens and questioned if he donated one of

them as alms, would he have it twice in Heaven? Then the Prophet replied him

positively. After that he donated his more priviledged garden to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
before when the revelation was sent down making his alms two thousand

 '. thousandfold for him. This is the interpretation of /'ad`āfan kaīrah/ ` manifold

:Commentary

This verse inquires who is it that offers to Allah a goodly gift and donates from the

wealth He has given to him on the path of Holy War and alongside the way of helping

:the needy, so that Allah would multiply it to him manifold? It says

?Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan, so He will multiply it for him manifold " 
..."

Thus, according to this verse, lending Allah is also rendered into the donations which

.are performed in the way of Holy War

So, at the end of the verse, it says that it is Allah (s.w.t.) Who both withholds and

amplifies the sustenance of the servants.This statement points to the idea that: do not

think that donation and giving alms causes your wealth to be diminished. The increase

.and decrease of your sustenance depend on Allah
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." And Allah straitens and extends and unto Him you will be returned "... 

?Why Is Donation Rendered To Loan

In several verses of the Qur'ān donating in the path of Allah has been rendered into

giving a loan to Allah. It shows the ultimate grace of Allah unto His servants, on one

.hand, and the utmost importance of the subject of donation, on the other hand

:In Nahjul-Balāqah, Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) says

Allah asks you for a loan while the treasures of heavens and the earth belong to Him " 
and He is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy. (It is not because of His want), but that He

(may try you for which of you is the best in action."(1

****
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Verse 246-252, Arabic; English Translation

بَِتکُ نِْا  مُْتْیسـَعَ  لْهَ  لَاق  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  لِْتاقُن  اکِلمَ  انَل  ثْعَْبا  مُهَُل  ٍّیبنَِل  اوُلاق  ذِْا  یـسوُم  دِْـعَب  نِْم  لَیئارسـِْا  ینَب  نِْم  لاَِمَْلا  یَلِارَتَ  مَْلاَ   246
لاًیلقَ لاِّا  اوَّْلوَتَ  لُاتقِْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  امّلَفَ  انِئآنْباَ  انرِایدِ وَ  نِْم  انجْرِخُْا  دْقـَ  هِّللا وَ  لِیبسَ  یف  لَِتاقُن  لاّاَ  آنَلام  اوُلاق وَ  اوُلِتاقُت  ـّلااَ  لُاـتقِْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ 

نَیمِلاظّلاِب مٌیلعَ  هُّللا  مْهُْنِم وَ 

****

نَِم هًعَسَ  تَؤُْی  مَْلوَ  هُْنِم  کِْلمُْلاِب  ُّقحَأَ  نُحَْنوَ  انَْیلَعَ  کُْلمُْلا  هَُل  نُوکُیَ  یَّنأَ  اوُلاقَ  اکًِلمَ  تَوُلاطَ  مْکَُل  ثَعََب  دْقَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْهُُّیِبَن  مْهَُل  لَاقَوَ   247
مٌیِلعَ عٌسِاوَ  هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  هُکَْلُم  یِتؤُْی  هَُّللاوَ  مِسْجِْلاوَ  مِْلعِْلا  یِف  هًطَسَْب  هُدَازَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُافَطَصْا  هََّللا  َّنإِ  لَاقَ  لِامَْلا 

هُکَِئالَمَْلا هُُلمِحْتَ  نَورُاهَ  لُآوَ  یسَوُم  لُآ  كَرَتَ  اَّمِم  هٌَّیقَِبوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  هٌنَیکِسـَ  هِیِف  تُوُباَّتلا  مُکُیَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  هِکِْلُم  هَیَآ  َّنإِ  مْهُُّیِبَن  مْهَُل  لَاقَوَ   248
نَیِنِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  هًیَآَل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ 
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هًفَرْغُ فَرَتَغْا  نِمَ  لاِّا  یّنِم  هَُّناِفَ  هُمْعَطْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ  یّنِم وَ  سَْیلَفَ  هُْنِم  بَرِشـَ  نْمَفَ  رٍهَنَِب  مْکُیلتَْبُم  هَّللا  َّنِا  لَاق  دِوُنجُْلاِب  تُوُلاـط  لَصـَفَ  امـّلَفَ   249
مْهَُّناَ نَوُّنظُیَ  نَیذَّلا  لَاق  هدِوُنجُ  تَوُلاجِب وَ  مَوْیَْلا  انََل  هَقَاط  اوُلاـق لا  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  وَهُ وَ  هُزَوَاـج  امـّلَفَ  مْهُْنِم  ًـلایلقَ  ـّلاِا  هُْنِم  اوُبرِشـَفَ  هدِیـَِب 

نَیرِباصّلا عَمَ  هُّللا  هِّللا وَ  نِذْاِِب  هًرَیثکَ  هًئَِف  تْبَلَغَ  هٍلَیلقَ  هٍئَِف  نِْم  مْکَ  هِّللا  اوُقلاُم 

****

نَیرِفاکْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  انرْصُْنا  انمَادْقاَ وَ  تِّْبَثوَ  ارْبصَ  -ا  نْیلَعَ غْرِْفاَ  آنَّبرَ  اوُلاق  هدِوُنجُ  تَوُلاجِل وَ  اوزُرََب  امَّل  250 وَ 

****

ضٍْعبَِب مْهُضـَْعَب  سَاَّنلا  هَِّللا  عُْفدَ  اَـلوَْلوَ  ءُاشـَیَ  اَّمِم  هُمََّلعَوَ  هَمَکْحِْلاوَ  کَْـلمُْلا  هَُّللا  هُاتـَآوَ  تَوُلاجـَ  دُووُادَ  لَتـَقَوَ  هَِّللا  نِذْإِِـب  مْهُوُمزَهَفَ   251
نَیمَِلاعَْلا یلَعَ  لٍضْفَ  وذُ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  ضُرْأَْلا  تِدَسَفََل 

****

نَیِلسَرْمُْلا نَمَِل  کََّنإِوَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  کَْیلَعَ  اهَوُلْتَن  هَِّللا  تُایَآ  کَْلِت   252

****
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Have you not seen the chiefs of the Children of Israel, after Moses, when they . " 246
:said to a Prophet of theirs

'. Raise up for us a king, that we will fight in Allah's way`

? ' He said: ` Might it be that, if fighting is written for you, then you will not fight

They said: ` Why should we not fight in the way of Allah, while we have been expelled

? ' from our dwellings and our children

But when fighting was written for them, they turned back save a few of them, and

. " Allah is All-Knowing of the unjust

****

And their Prophet said to them: ` Verily Allah has raised up Saul for you as a . " 247
king.' They said: ` How can he hold kingship over us, while we are more rightful to

,kingship than he

:and he has not been given abundance of wealth? ' He said

Verily Allah has chosen him over you, and He has increased him abundantly in ` 
.knowledge and stature

Allah gives His kingdom unto whomso He wills; and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing

',"

****

And their Prophet said to them: ` Verily the sign of his kingship is that the Ark of . " 248
,the Covenant will come to you, wherein shall be a tranquility from your Lord

and the Relics of what the family of Moses and the family of Aaron have left behind,
.the angels bearing it

." Surely in that shall be a sign for you, if you are (truly) faithful
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****

So when Saul marched out with the troops he said:` Verily Allah will try you by a . " 249
,river, whoever drinks from it he is not of me
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and whoever tastes it not, he is surely of me, including the one who tastes but a single

.handful.' But they all drank of it, except a few of them

:And when he (Saul) crossed it (the river), those who believed with him said

.' We have no power today against Goliath and his troops ` 

:Those who knew that they would meet Allah said

!How often a small party has overcome a numerous host by Allah's leave ` 

 '." And Allah is with the (steadfast) patient ones

****

:So when they encountered Goliath and his troops, they said . " 250

,Our Lord! pour down upon us patience ` 

 '." and make our steps firm, and help us against the disbelieving people

****

;Thus they routed them by Allah's leave, and David slew Goliath . " 251

and Allah gave him the kingship and wisdom and taught him of what He willed. And

were Allah not to repel some people by means of other people, the earth would

;certainly be full of mischief

." but Allah is Gracious to all (His) creatures

****

These are the Signs of Allah; We recite them to you (Muhammad) in truth, and . " 252
." verily, you are (one) of the Messengers

****
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Explanation

An Introduction to the above Group of Verses

In these verses Providence, the Great, points to one of the wonderful adventures of a
group of the Israelites that happened after the time of Moses (a.s.). The statement of

this happening, of course, is following the statement of Holy War and the defence

from the limits of the religion of Allah, which is, in fact, the same as the limits of

humanity. It is stated, indeed, for the Muslims to take lesson from that marvellous

.incident

!A Marvellous Incident

The Israelites who had become weak and poor under the domination of Pharaoh,
.(. gained great power and splendour under the wise leadership of Moses (a.s

Allah showered many blessings upon them with the sanctity of this Great Prophet,
including the Ark of the Covenant. The Jews, by carrying the Ark before the troops,
got a kind of confidence and spiritual capability. This power and glory continued a

length of time after Moses (a.s.). But the same victorious capacity and blessful

bounties they had, gradually made them proud and, thereby, they became

.disobedient

Finally, they were defeated with a great slaughter by Philistines when they lost their

power and authority accompanied with loosing the Ark. After that, they became so

weak and inflicted with dispersion that they were not able to defend themselves even

against the smallest enemies. It was so that their enemies expelled a great many of

.them from their own land and captured their children, too

That status continued for years. At last, their prayer was heard and Allah raised a

.prophet for them called Samuel, to save them and guide them

Those people, who had become tired and worn from the cruelty and transgressions of

their enemies, were seeking for a shelter to take
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refuge in. Therefore, they gathered around him and asked him to appoint a king for

.them

They all had decided to follow the command and leadership of such a king to fight

unitedly against their enemy with heart and soul in order to regain their last honour

.and glory

Prophet Samuel, who was well acquainted with their spirituality and knew their

disloyal characteristics from before, told them he was afraid that they might disobey

their commander, as to face with their enemy, when the order of Holy War in the way

.of Allah would be prescribed for them

They objected that how they could disobey their commander and do not do their own

duty in the case that the torturous enemy had expelled them from their home and had

.occupied their land and captured their children

When Prophet Samuel found that those people had recognized their ailment and were

seeking for the remedy, as if they had realized the secret of their state of being

retarded, he prayed and asked the Lord what those people wanted. It was revealed

.to him to introduce Saul as their king

Samuel invoked Allah that he had not seen Saul yet and he did not know him. The

revelation came down indicating that he would be sent to him. Samuel was

commanded that when Saul came to him, he (Samuel) would give him (Saul) the

.commandership of the troops and Holy War

****
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بَِتکُ نِْا  مُْتْیسـَعَ  لْهَ  لَاق  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  لِْتاقُن  اکِلمَ  انَل  ثْعَْبا  مُهَُل  ٍّیبنَِل  اوُلاق  ذِْا  یـسوُم  دِْـعَب  نِْم  لَیئارسـِْا  ینَب  نِْم  لاَِمَْلا  یَلِارَتَ  مَْلاَ   246
لاًیلقَ لاِّا  اوَّْلوَتَ  لُاتقِْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  امّلَفَ  انِئآنْباَ  انرِایدِ وَ  نِْم  انجْرِخُْا  دْقـَ  هِّللا وَ  لِیبسَ  یف  لَِتاقُن  لاّاَ  آنَلام  اوُلاق وَ  اوُلِتاقُت  ـّلااَ  لُاـتقِْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ 

نَیمِلاظّلاِب مٌیلعَ  هُّللا  مْهُْنِم وَ 

Have you not seen the chiefs of the Children of Israel, after Moses, when they . " 246
:said to a Prophet of theirs

'. Raise up for us a king, that we will fight in Allah's way`

? ' He said: `Might it be that, if fighting is written for you, then you will not fight

They said: ` Why should we not fight in the way of Allah, while we have been expelled

? ' from our dwellings and our children

But when fighting was written for them, they turned back save a few of them, and

. " Allah is All-Knowing of the unjust

Commentary: Verse 246

Israelites Request a king

After Prophet Moses (a.s.), the Israelites lost their power as a result of their self-
.indulgence and being desirous in welfare and laziness

So they became involved again in the domination and oppression of the tyrants when

they lost both their freedom and home. In order to be free from vagrancy and come

out of the yoke of servitude of those tyrants, they decided to fight. Therefore, they

went to their Prophet and asked him to appoint a king, a commander, for them so that

.they could struggle by Holy War against the tyrannical ruler of their time

Have you not seen the chiefs of the Children of Israel, after Moses, when they said " 
. ..." to a Prophet of theirs: `Raise up for us a king, that we will fight in Allah's way
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Disobedience of the Israelites

The Prophet (a.s.), regarding their notorious background, questioning them said: was

it not probable that, after prescribing the command of war to them, they would

?disobey and would not be ready to fight

?He said: ` Might it be that, if fighting is written for you, then you will not fight "... 

They did not agree with that idea and said that they would fight, for they had been

expelled from their home and had been made vagrant for a long time, because their

:cities had been occupied by the enemy and their children were captured

They said: ` Why should we not fight in the way of Allah, while we have been "... 
? '..." expelled from our dwellings and our children

But, with all these claims, when the command was issued, all of them, except a few,
.did not attend the battle-field and disobeyed that command

But when fighting was written for them, they turned back save a few of them, and "... 
. " Allah is All-Knowing of the unjust

****

(Explanations: (1

Vr. 246 (279) The event alluded to in this verse has a reference also in the Bible. (1
(. Samuel 8: 19, 20

Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay! . " 19
;but we will have a king over us

That we also may be like all the nations, and that our kind may judge us, and go . " 20
." out before us, and fight our battles

After `Moses,' prophets after prophets were appointed to succeed him and to

maintain the Law (`Torah'). `Moses' was succeeded by `Usha bin Noon,' `Kalib.'
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`Ezekiel' and `Ilyas' and `Elisha' and as time passed the people neglected and

ultimately gave up the Law and became
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idolatrous. And in the time of the prophet `Yasa' there appeared an enemy for the

Israelites who were the people of the land of `Shalisha,' from the tribe of Goliath

(`Jaloot') who had captured all the land on the shores of the Mediterranean including

Palestine and Egypt. They subdued the Israelites, killed 440 Israelite princes and

noblemen and had taken the Israelites as their subjects and taken away their lands. (1
Sam. 17: 1). Now the Israelites had no prophet to guide them out of the calamitous

state. They prayed to God for a prophet. At last their prayer was heard and God sent a
prophet to them in Samuel. When Samuel appeared and claimed apostleship of God,
the Israelites asked him to appoint a king for them to lead them in the battle for

freedom from the subjection and servitude they had been suffering under the enemy.
In those days battles were fought only under kings and the Prophet was only the

adviser or the administrative adviser or a director of the affairs. Prophet Samuel

warned them before hand that they might disobey after it gets prescribed for them to

fight in the way of God. Here was the question of fighting for the freedom of the

people against the torturous subjection and it has been termed as the fight in the way

.of God. It is evident that the fight for right means the fight for God

****
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نَِم هًعَسَ  تَؤُْی  مَْلوَ  هُْنِم  کِْلمُْلاِب  ُّقحَاَ  نُحَْن  انْیلَعَ وَ  کُْلمُْلا  هَُل  نُوکُیَ  یّناَ  اوُلاق  اکِلمَ  تَوُلاط  مْکَُل  ثَعََب  دْقَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  مْهُُّیِبَن  مْهَُل  لَاق  247 وَ 
مٌیلعَ عٌسِاو  هُّللا  ءُآشیَ وَ  نْمَ  هُکَْلُم  یتؤُْی  هُّللا  مِسْجِْلا وَ  مِْلعِْلا وَ  یِف  هًطَسَْب  هُدَاز  مْکُْیلَعَ وَ  هُبفطَصْا  هَّللا  َّنِا  لَاق  لِامْلا 

And their Prophet said to them: ` Verily Allah has raised up Saul for you as a . " 247
king.' They said: ` How can he hold kingship over us, while we are more rightful to

:kingship than he, and he has not been given abundance of wealth? ' He said

Verily Allah has chosen him over you, and He has increased him abundantly in ` 
.knowledge and stature

;Allah gives His kingdom unto whomso He wills

 '." and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing

Commentary: Verse 247

Saul Appointed King

This group of oppressed Israelites, though they had asked their prophet to appoint a
chief for them to guide them to be able to escape from the torturous subjection of the

.tyrant rulers, failed in the field of trial

.'..." And their Prophet said to them: ` Verily Allah has raised up Saul for you as a king " 

It is appropriate to note that their Prophet was Samuel. Tạ̄lūt, who is the same as

Saul, was called ` Tạ̄lūt ' (according to the Bible) on account of his height and the

strength of his stature, for he was the tallest of his people (Sam. 10: 23). The proper

.names used in Arabic are different from their Hebrew originals

So, when their prophet, Samuel, appointed Saul (Tạ̄lūt), who was
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an unknown poor shepherd, as their chief, they, being affected by their proud and

vain consideration that they had from their own leader and leadership, despised

Saul's kingship for the lack of wealth and reputation. Those people, who had wealth in
abundance, said that they were worthier than him for the position because of the

.gross great wealth they had

They said: ` How can he hold kingship over us, while we are more rightful to "... 
? ' ..." kingship than he, and he has not been given abundance of wealth

When the prophet heard their pretexts about the poverty and lack of wealth of Saul,
he told them that undoubtedly Allah had appointed him as a king for them, and,
instead of wealth, he had ability in knowledge and in body. Besides that, he had the

.necessary authority and ability of command of an army in fight

He said: ` Verily Allah has chosen him over you, and He has increased him "... 
.abundantly in knowledge and stature

So, Allah selects whosoever He wills for leadership due to his efficiency and his inner

.faculties

Allah gives His kingdom unto whom so He wills; and Allah is All-Embracing, All- "... 
 '." knowing

****

:Conclusion

Whatever be the details of the Israelites' history referred to here, the instructions to

be inferred from it regarding the religious authority who can wage war in the way of

:God is as follows

Besides the presence of a divine legislator and a religious judge sometimes an . 1
excutor is also needed. It should be borne in mind that all the three aspects of

government (Aamiriyat)... i.e. legislation, justice and execution are included in the

sovereignty of God. He may delegate all the aspects to any one man as His Vicegerent
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and He may distribute the various functions to different persons. In any case the

appointment rests with God and none else. Here the Prophet represents the Divine
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Authority in law and justice. When the people asked him to appoint a king as an

executor, he said that God has appointed `Talut' as their king, indicating that he (the

Prophet) had no right to do it. This refutes the tendency now developing among the

people that in the establishment of the legislative and the judicial bodies the `Kitab',
i.e., the Book and the `Sunnat', i.e., the Tradition to be the final authorities, and the

people should have no voice in the matter. But in the establishment of the final

executive authority people may have voice and call it the Theodemocratic form of

.government

The sovereignty (`Aamiriyat') is exclusively God's. To allow the public to have any say

.in it, means return to the age of ignorance and not Islam

Jehad', i.e. war in the way of God was prescribed and practiced by the previous . ` 2
prophets also, and the reaction favourable or unfavourable, to this precept had been

.the same as in Islam

The unfavourable reaction of the people to the divine appointment as based on . 3
temporal consideration which are known to the limited and narrow views, as was the

case with the angels regarding the vicegerency of Adam. The answer to this criticism

is almost the same that it was God's selection and the selection is based on the

extensity and the intensity of knowledge, strength and character and that the

Kingdom is God's and He alone has the right to give to any one whom He likes, but His

liking is not arbitrary or unreasonable. It is based on the superiority and the

excellence of the person, known only to Him as He alone is the all-Pervading and the

Omniscient. This discards the importance of the temporal consideration as wealth,
seniority in age, racial or parochial. Therefore whenever the question of the authority

succeeding the Holy Prophet in regard to legislation, justice and execution, is dealt

with, the implication of this exemplary passage should be taken into consideration, as

the method of the succession to the Holy Prophet has continued to be the same as

(. before (See the Qur'ān, 24: 55

****
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هُکَِئ - لمَْلا هُُلمِحْتَ  نَورُه  لُا  یسوُم وَ  لُا  كَرَتَ  امِّم  هٌَّیقَِب  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  هٌنَیکسَ  هِیف  تُوُباّتلا  مُکُیَِتأْیَ  نْاَ  هکِْلُم  هَیَا  َّنِا  مْهُُّیِبَن  مْهَُل  لَاق  248 وَ 
نَینِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  مْکَُل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذ  یف  َّنِا 

And their Prophet said to them: ` Verily the sign of his kingship is that the Ark of . " 248
the Covenant will come to you, wherein shall be a tranquility from your Lord, and the

Relics of what the family of Moses and the family of Aaron have left behind, the angels

.bearing it

." Surely in that shall be a sign for you, if you are (truly) faithful

Commentary: Verse 248

Ark of the Covenant

To make that group of Israelites sure about the kingship of Saul, their prophet told

them that the Ark of the Covenant, /tābūt/, the sacred Chest of the Children of Israel,
.will be returned to them as a sign that Saul was appointed by Allah

And their Prophet said to them: ` Verily the sign of his kingship is that the Ark of the " 
, ..." Covenant will come to you

The purpose of /tābūt/ is the wooden Chest wherein Moses's mother put her baby

and, by the commandment of Allah, set it afloat in the water, of the Nile. Then, the

.men of Pharoah took it and brought the baby unto Pharoah

The Chest remained safe in the Court of Pharoah. When Moses (a.s.) was appointed to

prophethood, he (a.s.) put the Tablets of the Torah in it and gave it to his vicegerent,
Yūsha`-ibn-Nūn (Joshua), and when he died, his armour and some of his belongings

.were put in it, too

That Chest, which had been known among the Children of Israel as `the Ark of the

Covenant ', remained in the hand of the very Children of Israel as a Sacred Chest, and

.they used to carry it before their forces in the battles
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But, little by little, its sacredness wretched and the Chest was taken away. But,
according to the verse under discussion, their prophet, Samuel, promissed them that

the Ark of the Covenant would be returned to them soon as a sign of truthfulness of

his statement. That glad tidings naturally was considered very magnificent for the

Children of Israel, because by seeing that Sacred Chest, which they knew as a token

of their ancient independence and glory, they thought they could regain their lost

tranquivility and splendour. There are some statements about this Chest mentioned in
the Torah, a part of which will be cited at the end of this commentary under the title of

.explanation

Finally, at the time of the kingship of Saul, Allah returned that Sacred Chest, which

was taken away, unto them through angels. That Chest brought them tranquility and

.peace

wherein shall be a tranquility from your Lord, and the Relics of what the family of "... 
Moses and the family of Aaron have left behind, the angels bearing it. Surely in that

." shall be a sign for you, if you are (truly) faithful

****

Explanation

Description of the Holy Ark

The term ` Tābūt ' in this verse stands for the Holy Ark of Chest 3 yards long and 2
yards broad with divine signs in it decipherable only by the Apostles of God. This Ark

had divine blessings that whenever it was presented by the Israelites against their

enemy in the midst of a battle, the enemy forces had no other choice but to take to

their heels for their lives. The Israelites used to always keep the Chest in front of their

forces whenever any occasion of their proceeding against any enemy had occurred

and they used to come out victorious. This Ark passed from one apostle to another

apostle of God. It is reported to contain the shoes, the rod and clothes of Moses, the

turban of Aaron and some other sacred relics. This Ark had been certainly endowed

with miraculous effects. It was this Ark that was brought out from Shiloh to help the
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. ... Israelites in the war with Philistines

And when she (mother of Moses) could not longer hide him, she took for him an ark " 
of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with
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pitch, and put the child therein; and she laid it in the flags by the river's brink." (OT Ex.
(2: 3

The following verse of the Holy Qur'ān clears the meaning of `Tābūt '. The address in
:the following verse is to Moses

." And when We revealed unto thy mother what was revealed . " 38

(That; Put him into a chest, then cast it down into the river." (20: 38,39 . " 39
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.Section 33: Saul's Victory over Goliath

Point

The religious war of the Israelites Allah blesses the sincere fighters in His Cause with

.triumph over their enemies

هًفَرْغُ فَرَتَغْا  نِمَ  لاِّا  یّنِم  هَُّناِفَ  هُمْعَطْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ  یّنِم وَ  سَْیلَفَ  هُْنِم  بَرِشـَ  نْمَفَ  رٍهَنَِب  مْکُیلتَْبُم  هَّللا  َّنِا  لَاق  دِوُنجُْلاِب  تُوُلاـط  لَصـَفَ  امـّلَفَ   249
مْهَُّناَ نَوُّنظُیَ  نَیذَّلا  لَاق  هدِوُنجُ  تَوُلاجِب وَ  مَوْیَْلا  انََل  هَقَاط  اوُلاـق لا  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  وَهُ وَ  هُزَوَاـج  امـّلَفَ  مْهُْنِم  ًـلایلقَ  ـّلاِا  هُْنِم  اوُبرِشـَفَ  هدِیـَِب 

نَیرِباصّلا عَمَ  هُّللا  هِّللا وَ  نِذْاِِب  هًرَیثکَ  هًئَِف  تْبَلَغَ  هٍلَیلقَ  هٍئَِف  نِْم  مْکَ  هِّللا  اوُقلاُم 

So when Saul marched out with the troops he said: ` Verily Allah will try you by a . " 249
,river, whoever drinks from it he is not of me

and whoever tastes it not, he is surely of me, including the one who tastes but a single

.handful.' But they all drank of it, except a few of them

:And when he (Saul) crossed it (the river), those who believed with him said

 .' We have no power today against Goliath and his troop ` 

:Those who knew that they would meet Allah said

!How often a small party has overcome a numerous host by Allah's leave ` 

 '." And Allah is with the (steadfast) patient ones

****
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Commentary: Verse 249

Saul's Troops Tested at the Stream

In this verse, the Qur'ān announces the failure of a large group of Israelites in their

test when they drank water from the prohibited stream. They did not tolerate the

.thirst therein. So, they were not successful in that trial

So when Saul marched out with the troops he said: ` Verily Allah will try you by a " 
river, whoever drinks from it he is not of me, and whoever tastes it not, he is surely of

me, including the one who tastes but a single handful.' But they all drank of it, except a
.few of them

Encounter with Goliath

(, ..." And when he (Saul) crossed it (the reiver

However, the remaining group, who succeeded in the foregoing examination, had

another practical examination, too. It was a spiritual examination. When they

encountered the great forces of Goliath, they said that they could not fight against

.that armed force

:those who believed with him said "... 

 .' ..." We have no power today against Goliath and his troop ` 

But, those who believed in the Resurrection and meeting Allah in the Hereafter, said

that victory is in Allah's hand, and it is by His leave that a small group may win a large

:and numerous troop. It says

:Those who knew that they would meet Allah said "...

How often a small party has overcome a numerous host by Allah's leave! And Allah is ` 
 '." with the (steadfast) patient ones

****
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:Traditions

(Traditions:(1

Muhammad ibn Yahỵā narrated from Muhạmmad ibn Ahṃad from Muhạmmad ibn " 
Khālid and al-Ḥusayn ibn Sa`īd from an-Nasṛ ibn Suwayd from Yahỵā al-Ḥalabī from

Ḥarūn ibn Khārijah from Abū Basị̄r from Abū Ja`far (a.s.) saying in a tradition, inter

alia: " And Allah
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;reports the words of Tạ̄lūt: `Surely Allah will try you with a stream

whoever then drinks from it, he is not of me, and whoever does not taste of

it, he is surely of me.' But all of them drank from it, except three

hundred and thirteen men, among them were those who took a handful

of water as well as those who did not drink at all. When they went out

against Goliath, those who had taken handful of water said, ` We have

today no power against Goliath and his forces'; and those who had not

taken it said, `How often has a small party vanquished a numerous host

(by Allah's permission, and Allah is with the patient ones.' " (al-Kāfī

The author (`Allāmah Tạbātabā'ī) says: That there remained with

Tạ̄lūt only three hundred and thirteen men (equal in number to the

Muslim `army' in the battle of Badr) is mentioned in numerous

traditions from Shī`ah and Sunnī chains. The details that those who

said: " We have today no power..." were those who had taken a handful of

water, and those who said, " How often a small party..." were those who

had not tasted it at all, may be inferred from the position of the

, ... ." exceptional clause in the verse

****
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نَیرِفاکْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  انرْصُْنا  انمَادْقاَ وَ  تِّْبَثوَ  رْبصَ  -ا  نْیلَعَ غْرِْفاَ  آنَّبرَ  اوُلاق  هدِوُنجُ  تَوُلاجِل وَ  اوزُرََب  امَّل  250 وَ 

:So when they encountered Goliath and his troops, they said . " 250

Our Lord! pour down upon us patience, and make our steps firm, and help us against ` 
 '." the disbelieving people

Commentary: Verse 250

Saul and his Troops ask Allah for patience and perseverance

:In this verse, the incident of those two forces facing each other is pointed out. It says

:So when they encountered Goliath and his troops, they said " 

Our Lord! pour down upon us patience, and make our steps firm, and help us against ` 
 '." the disbelieving people

In fact, Saul and his troops asked for three things from their Lord in their prayer, and

the prayer is well graded. First, patience and perseverance was prayed for. Their

second beseech from Allah was steadfastness in the field. They asked Him to make

their steps firm in order that they would not flee. The first invocation, indeed, had an

inward aspect while the second prayer had an apparent and outward aspect; and

surely the firmness of step is one of the consequences of the spirit of patience and

.perseverance

Their third prayer was that Allah might help them to be victorious against those

infidels. That was, of course, the result or the reward of those two qualities: i.e.
.patience and perseverance, and being firm in the battlefield

:Bible says

Reference to this Inspired Incident in the Bible

And it was so, that when he (Saul) had turned his back to go from Samuel, God . " 9
." gave him another heart
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(And the spirit or God came upon him and he prophesied. (Samuel 10: 9.10 . " 10
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There is some similar incident mentioned in the Bible (Judges 7: 1-6) of trying the

people with thirst, but that is a different incident. It was when Gideon tried his forces

.by the ` Well of Harod '. The trial of the people under Saul was by the river

Leader should have Inspired Knowledge of Good and Evil

From this verse it becomes clear that the one who leads the people should have

inspired knowledge of good and evil for his followers and be able to conduct trials of

the people's faith as was Saul who directed his men not to drink more than one

handful of water from the river, even though they were dying of thirst. It was only a
trial that a few, who were true believers, succeeded and Allah helped them to win

.Goliath and his troops

****
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ضٍْعبَِب مْهُضَْعَب  سَاّنلا  هِّللا  عُْفدَ  وَْل لا  ءُآشیَ وَ  امِّم  هُمََّلعَ  هَمَکْحِْلا وَ  کَْلمُْلا وَ  هُّللا  -هُ  بتا تَوُلاج وَ  دُوُاد  لَتَقَ  هِّللا وَ  نِذْاِِب  مْهُوُمزَهَفَ   251
نَیمَلاعْلا یلَعَ  لٍضْفَ  وذُ  هَّللا  َّنکِل  ضُرْلاَْا وَ  تِدَسَفََل 

;Thus they routed them by Allah's leave, and David slew Goliath . " 251

and Allah gave him the kingship and wisdom and taught him of what He willed. And

were Allah not to repel some people by means of other people, the earth would

." certainly be full of mischief; but Allah is Gracious to all (His) creatures

Commentary: Verse 251

David Slew Goliath

It is completely certain that Allah will not leave such believers alone, although the

number of them be small and the number of their enemy be large. That is why the

verse expresses that they set out to fight against them and it was by the leave of

:Allah that they defeated the enemy. It says

, ..." Thus they routed them by Allah's leave " 

David, who was a very young lad, but was vigorous and brave, had attended the army

.of Saul to fight against the enemy. He succeded to kill Goliath

; ..." and David slew Goliath "...

The young warrior threw one or two stones by means of a sling, which he had with

him, towards Goliath. He utilized the sling so skilfully that the stone hit just upon the

head and pierced the forehead of Goliath. So, Goliath cried loudly and fell down on the

ground. At that moment, fear and terror rushed into the hearts of his troops. They

began to flee. It seemed, Allah had decided to show his authority, here, and by

demonstrating how a king, with all that glory and abundant force could be destroyed

by a lad inexperienced in fighting, and particularly with an apparently simple and

worthless tool, a sling. Then it
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:says

. ..." and Allah gave him the kingship and wisdom and taught him of what He willed "...

In this verse it has not been explicitly stated that this David is the same David who

was the great prophet of the Israelites and was Solomon's father, yet the above

mentioned phrase of the verse indicates that this David had attained the rank of

.Prophethood

:At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān points to a general law, thus it says

And were Allah not to repel some people by means of other people, the earth "... 
." would certainly be full of mischief; but Allah is Gracious to all (His) creatures

This concluding part of the verse clearly indicates that the only aim or object of

warfare should be nothing but dispelling of mischief and the establishment of peace

.on earth and not at all any territorial expansion

****

(Explanation:(1

An account of the formidable strength of the mighty forces of Goliath, is given in the

Bible (1. Samuel 17: 4-11) David slew Goliath in a single combat. The Philistines seeing

.Goliath killed by David all of them fled and that was the end of the battle

Quite a similar event took place in the early days of the start of Islam. The infidels of

Mecca with all the strength of the strongest of their allies with the best and the

choicest and the most experienced of their warrior heroes, attacked the Muslim

refugees in Madina who then numbered only a few hundreds including women and

children and who were practically unarmed and the enemy consisted of several full

equipped battalions. The battle is called the battle of `Ahzab' i.e. the battle of the

Confederates. All the idolatrous tribes of Arabia had
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Adopted from the footnote of The Translation of the Holy Qur'ān, by S.W. Mir  1 - 1
Ahmed Ali, p. 221
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united in one body against the few hundreds of ill-equipped or practically unarmed

Muslims. The mighty host was twelve thousand strong and there could be hardly any

fight at all. It was the question of life and death for Muslims and Islam including the

Holy Prophet himself. The well-known giant-like warrior hero of the enemy's strength

leapt across the ditch which the Muslims had dug between themselves and the

enemy's forces, and coming forward challenged the Holy Prophet to send any one to

fight him in a duel or a single combat. The Holy Prophet turned towards the small band

of his men and asked them if there was anyone who would answer `Amr' on behalf of

Islam and the Muslims. Though there were those present in the Muslim ranks who

later, after the departure of the Holy Prophet prided themselves as the greatest

heroes and the defenders of Islam and who also claimed to be the closest

companions of the Holy Prophet during his life, but none stirred, and some of them

even tried to hide their faces lest the choice of the Holy Prophet might fall upon them

and they be commanded by the apostle of God to go to fight the giant like warrior

standing fully equipped and well prepared to finish anyone that comes to face him.
Every time the call was sounded by the Holy Prophet to his men for a match to meet

`Amr' there was no response even from those who claimed closest companionship

with him save Ali Ibne Abi Taleb, who at every time readily stood up and cried: ` Ana

lahū yā Rasūllullah' (I am here for him O Prophet of God!). But the Holy Prophet asked

Ali to sit down. Thrice did the Holy Prophet call for a match from his ranks and every

time none but Ali stood up. Once some of the people gave cowardly answers

acknowledging the matchless strength and the dauntless courage of the challenging

hero of the enemy. Third time when again none but Ali stood up to fight the giant-like

warrior, the Holy Prophet called forth Ali, set right his dress and placed his own turban

on his head and bade him go to fight in the way of the Lord, praying to God for the

:triumph of Islam against the total strength of the idolatrous Arabia and declard

.' Qad Barazal 'Imānu Kulleh 'ilā Kufre Kulleh`

i.e. ` Certainly proceeds the Whole of the Faith against the Whole of the Infidelity.' `
Ali met Amr ', the details of which one can
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have from any of the detailed Muslim history, and ultimately within a few minutes Ali

brought the severed head of `Amr' the challenging idolator hero of the infidel's

forces, and threw it before the feet of the Holy Prophet saying: " Here is, O Prophet of

God! The head of the enemy of God and Islam ". at which the Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
:thanked God for the victory and declared

.' Ḍarbatu Aliyin Youmal Khandaq Afdalu min `ibādatuth thaqalayn ` 

i.e. ` The one stroke of Ali on the Day of the Ditch (The battle is called the Battle of the

Ditch), is superior to the service (prayers) of both the worlds." This saying of the Holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is well-known to the Muslim world and is invariably recorded by all

historians and the traditionists and unanimously acknowledged and accepted by the

Muslim world as a whole. As on the triumph of David against Goliath the enemy fled

away, at the triumph of Ali against `Amr' the combined forces of the Confederates of

the enemy gave up the battle and left the field in chaos and confusion and the battle

.ended completely routed and disappointed forever

****
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نَیلسَرْمُْلا نَمَِل  کََّنِا  ِّقحَْلاِب وَ  کَْیلَعَ  اهوُلْتَن  هِّللا  تُایا  کَْلِت   252

These are the Signs of Allah; We recite them to you (Muhammad) in truth, and . " 252
." verily, you are (one) of the Messengers

Commentary: Verse 252

(Signs of Allah Recited to Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h

This expressive verse is the last verse of the second part of the Holy Qur'ān, the

.commentary of which has been discussed in the current volume

In this verse, the Qur'ān points out that these stories and incidents which were

explained about, should be heeded as a warning and instructive lesson for Muslims. In

particular where the story of the death of a thousand people in one moment and then

.their coming back to life again by the invocation of their prophet is stated

All of these are the effects of the Signs of Allah: granting the rank of leadership to an

unknown young shepherd who, in the meanwhile, was wise and eligible; the victory of

a small group against a large group of armed enemies; the bravery of a young lad in
that fight and endowing him the position of prophethood by the Lord. These events,
mentioned in the Qur'ān, are totally some indicative hints to the truthfulness of the

:speech and Messengership of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). It says

These are the Signs of Allah; We recite them to you (Muhammad) in truth, and verily, " 
." you are (one) of the Messengers

Considering the contents of the previous verses, makes it clear that the elements of

:victory lie in the following factors

;A capable worthy leader; 2) truthful followers; 3) trusting in Allah ( 1

.patience and perseverance; and, 5) having a godly motive ( 4

On the whole, the Qur'ān recognizes the clash and struggle for power and authority

as an important factor in the development of the terrestrial life which is supported by
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22: 40. The struggle for existence and the survival of the fittest is a natural factor in the

development and the progress of the creation as a whole but with the advent of Adam

and the birth of the intellectual faculties and the development of inspiration

p: 279

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1272 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


in man, the natural tendencies and values gave place to the conventional moral and

legal values instead of fighting for food and the material necessities, man began to

struggle for right and wrong, what ought to be done and what ougt not to. To stop this

struggle means deterioration and reversion to animal life. Islam advocates the

sublimation of the natural tendencies and the native urge in the best conventional and

the highly improved forms by decrying the false values and the evil use of the

faculties. There should be competition and struggle for such an attainment and rank

.which takes one closer and nearer to Allah

Hence one should always be prepared to fight against the evil in his own self which

would take him back to animal life; and to fight against the evil in the society and the

state in which he lives. He should compete with the others in attaining whatever is

.good and godly. See the Qur'ān 2: 148 and 5: 148

****

(Explanation: (1

So, this is history and its various defects which can never be glossed over or

corrected. With this background, we should never compare the historical events

mentioned in the Qur'ān, with the narrations of the same events given in the books of

history. The Qur'ān is a divine revelation, free from mistake and falsehood. How can it
be judged with the help of history, the history which nobody believes to be free from

lie and error? Many historical events, as given in the Qur'ān, like this very story of

Tạ̄lūt, differ from the reports in the Bible. But why should we worry? The Bible is no

better than other history books; The alterations, suppressions, additions and

omissions carried out in these books are too well-known to need any description. The

story of Samuel and Saul was written in the Bible by an unknown hand. The story of

.Tạ̄lūt in the Qur'ān is the true words of Allah
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This much about history in general. Now let us see what is the main object of the

Qur'ān in such narrations. The Qur'ān is not a book of history, nor does it describe an

event with all its details as a book of history purports to do. The Qur'ān is divine

speech, poured into the mould of revelation, " With it Allah guides him who follows His

pleasure into the ways of safety." That is why it does not narrate an event from the

beginning to the end with all its details. It only picks out a few such points of an event

.as will be useful to the listener as a lesson, sermon and moral

****
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The End of Part Two

This is

The End of Part Two
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An Expressive Tradition

؟ مْکُاّیِا یتلااوُم  مْکُْیَلءِإیعاطقِْناوَ وَ  مْکَُل  یتَّدوَمَ  فُرِْعتَ  لْهَ  هِّللا  لِوسُرَ  ایَ بْ-نَ  ع :)  ) -رٍ فَْعجَ یبأِل  تُْلُق  لَاق : دِورُاجْلا   ِ یبأَ نْعَ  هُْنعَ ،
نٍیح َّلکُ  مْکُتَرَایزِ  -عُ  یطتَسـْأَ لاوَ  یـشمَْلا  لُیِلقَ  رِصـَبَْلا  فُوفُکْمَ  یّناِفَ  اهیف  یِنُبیجُت  هًلأَسْمَ  کَُلأَسْأَ  یّنإفَ  تُْلقُفَ : لَاق : مْعََن ، لَاقفَ : لَاـق :

-تَ نْکُ نإ  لَاق : هِِب ، َّلجَوََّزعَ  هَّللا  نَیدلأ  کَِتْیَب  لُهْأَ  تَْنأَ وَ  هِِب  َّلجَوََّز  هَّللا عَ- نُیدتَ  يذَّلا  کَِنیدِب  یِنرِْبخْأَ  تُْلُق : کَتَجَاح ، تِاه  لَاق :
نْأَ هَدَا  - هشَ هِِب : َّلجَ  َّزعَ وَ  هَّللا  نُیدَـن  يذ ¨ - َّلا یَِئا  - با نَید  ینیدِ وَ  کََّنیَطِعْـَُلا  هِّللا  وَ  هََلأَسـْمَْلا ، تَمْظَعْأَ  دْقـَفَ  -هَ  بَطْخُْلا تَرْ  - صَْقأَ

مَیلسـَّْتلاوَ انِّودُعـَ ، هَءَاربَْلاوَ مِ-نْ  انِّیِلوَِل  هَیَلاوَْلاوَ  هِّللادِْـنعِ ، نِْم  هِِب  ءَاجامِب  رَارْقءِـْلااوَ  ص ،)  ) هِّللا لُوسُرَ  اًدَّمحَُم  َّنأَ  وَ  هُّللا ، َّـلاءِإهَ  - لءِإـلا
عَرَوَْلاوَ دَاهِتجْءِلاْاوَ  انمِِئآق ، رَاظِتْناوَ  انرِْملأ ،

34/1/ یفاکلا

Abil-Jārūd said: " I asked Imam Bāqir (a.s.) whether he knew about my love and

sincerity for him and he answered he did. Then, I said I had a question for him to

answer me, for my eyes were blind and I scarcely walked, so I could not always go to

visit him. He wanted me to express my question. I requested him to inform me of the

creed by which he and his household adored Allah, Almighty and Glorious, so that I

:could worship Him, too, by it. He responded

.You asked a great thing, though you stated a short expression ` 

By Allah, I give you (your answer of) my religion and the religion of my fathers by

which we worship Allah, Almighty and Glorious. It is: the confession of faith that there

is no god but Allah, that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is the Messenger of Allah, with

affirmation that what has come to him (the Qur'ān) is from Allah, having affection (for

us and) for the lovers and obedients to us (Ahlul-Bayt) and hatred to our enemies,
surrender to our cause, awaiting our Ghā'im (the twelveth Imam, for whom there is a
domination that will come whenever Allah wills), and endeavouring (for establishing

divine obligatories and lawful matters) and being pious, (with avoiding unlawful

('." things

Al-Kāfī, vol. 1, p. 34
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.`Arabiyyah, Egypt, 1959/1378 A.H

Nahj-al-Balāqa of Amir al-Mu'mineen `Ali ibn Abī Tālib, selected and compiled by . 3
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INDEX

A

Abrahm, Prophet - station of - 128

Ahzāb - battle of - 101, 170

Ali, Imam - risks his life for Prophet Mohammad

Allah - affection for things other than - 43

aid of for things other than - 18 - 

everything belongs to - 27 - 28 - 

evidence for the existence of - 42 - 

guides who He will - 167 - 

has provided signs and evidence for guidance - 160 - 

kind to the repentant - 34 - 

love for - 45 - 

oaths He holds believers responsible for - 209 - 

seeking pleasure of - 156 - 

speaking with on the Day of Resurrection - 58 - 

taking oath by - 207 - 208 - 

tests all human beings - 25-26 - 

Alms - paying - 124

Ancestors - blind following of - 51
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Ark of the Covenant - 260, 267 - 269

B

Bargain - most profitable - 156

Bequest (wills) - 27 - 79

changing of by the executor of testament - 75 - 

importance of - 77 - 

Bible - 90

Blessings - 28

Bribery - 106 - 109

Book of guidance, the Qur'ān, 34
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C

Change - of day and night - 39

Charity - in the way of Allah - 173, 175

Clemency - enjoined by Islam - 118

Cloud - carrying water - 42

Congregational Prayer - 241

Contemplate - 190

Creator - Unity of - 38

D

David - slew Goliath - 259, 277 - 278

Dawn - 104

Death - cannot flee - 250 - 252

Divorce - 210, 216, 220

and remarriage - 225 - 

before settling dowry or becoming intimate - 239 - 

before becoming intimate, but after settling dowry - 239 - 

during - 242 - 

fulfil in a fair manner with goodness - 222 - 223 - 

remarriage to same person after - 225 - 

repeatedly - 216 - 218; 220 - 221 - 
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rights of father, mother, and child(ren) in - 229 - 

waiting period after - 213 - 214 - 

Door of Strivers - 177

E

Elegibility - for the aid of Allah - 18

Ethics - good - 18

Enjoin right and forbid wrong - 96

Evidence - of Allah's existence - 42
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Ezekiel - prayed for the dead to rise - 252

F

Faith - causes humbleness - 61

not mere empty words - 18 - 

Fasting - 81, 100

a protector from fire - 86 - 

belate the accomplishment of - 84 - 

by Jesus and his disciples - 89 - 

by Jews - 89 - 

cause of Forgiveness - 83 - 

dietary (abstinence) as a remedy - 88 - 

by Moses - 89 - 

origin of piety - 81 - 

ultimate aim is piety - 105 - 

Fight - during the four holy months forgiven - 183

during the sacred month - 183 - 

for the sake of - 119 - 

only if attacked - 117 - 

why and against whom - 115 - 

Food - hạlāl (lowful) - 49, 54
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Forbidden meat - 55

G

Gambling - 186 - 188

destructive - 187 - 

upon family members - 109 - 

_

Glad lidings - 26

Goliath - slain by David - 259, 277-278

Goodness - 148

Gratefulness - to Allah - 53
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H

Hajj - and forgiveness of sins - 150

circumambulation - 136 - 

conditions of - 132, 139 - 

disciplinary conduct during - 144 - 

during sickness - 129 - 

for the sake of Allah - 129 - 

greatly emphasized in Islam - 130 - 

meaning of - 185 - 

months of - 132 - 

performance of - 140 - 

prepare for - 133 - 

shaving hair (men) and cutting some hair (women) - 129 - 

trade during - 135 - 137 - 

Holy War (Jihad) - 119, 121, 125, 127

donating in the way of - 125, 253 - 255 - 

importance of - 176 - 

main goal of - 115 - 116 - 

three categories of - 119 - 121 - 

I
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Idol Worship - 117

Imam Mahdi (a.s.) - 27, 26

condition of his reappearance - 96 - 

supplicatin for - 94 - 

will fill the world with justice - 27 - 

Ingratitude - 163

Intoxicants - 189

Islam - 92

Israelites - 260, 262
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J

Jesus, Prophet - fasted - 89

his disciples fasted - 89 - 

Jews - fasted - 89

knew of advent of Prophet Mohammad - 57 - 

Jihād - see Holy War

K

Ka`bah - 131

Kindness - of Allah - 34

L

Laylat-ul-Mabīt - 155

Life - 22

sorts of - 22 - 

does not perish after physical death - 23 - 

purgatory - 20, 23 - 

Living creatures in heaven - 39

Loan - giving - 252

M

__

Marriage - to believers only - 193
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Martyrs - 20

Marwah - mountain - 32

Menstruation - 197

and intimacy - 200 - 

Minor Pilgrimage - rites of - 127

Mischief Makers - 159

Moon - 111
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Moses, Prophet - fasted - 89

Muslim men - should not marry pagans - 193

Muslim women - should not marry pagans - 194

N

:Narrations

Imam Hādi - about wrath of Allah - 53

Imam Sạ̄diq - about eating haram - 54

Muhammad-ibn-Muslim-abot-Imam Bāqir and Imam Sạ̄diq-love is more intense - 44

Nearness to Allah - 29

Nursing - children - 229

the length of time - 

O

Oaths - which are and are not legally valuable - 209

Obligatory - when bequeathing is - 79

Orphans - 191

P

Patience - 42, 170, 268

____

in calamity and difficulties - 26, 63 - 

in wordly hardships - 18 - 
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Persecution - more grievous than slaughter - 118

Perseverance - 170, 267

Prayer - during danger and safety - 246

highest means of turning towards and approaching Allah - 19 - 

keep up - 62 - 

key of success - 99 - 

means of oblaining any want - 95 - 

midday - 244 - 
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without putting forth effort -97,98 - 

Pride - drives people towards sin - 153

Principle of Faith - 36

Promise - fulfil - 62

Psalms of David - 90

Purgatory life - 20 - 23

soul in a setting like its body - 21 - 

Q

Qadīr-i-Khum - 59

Qur'ān - book of Guidance - 34

R

Ramadān - 90

month of Allah - 91 - 

Repentance - at the moment of death - 35

main pillar of - 202 - 

meaning of - 202 - 

the way of - 34 - 

Retaliation - 65 - 71

Reckoning - 148

Righteous - 64
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Righteousness - lies in Piety - 112

S

Sacred Months - 123

Safā and Marwah - 32

Samual, Prophet - 260-261, 264

Saul - 261, 264, 271, 273

Self Defense - 114
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Sin - do not approach - 103

Social Levels - and classes, the formation of - 167

Soul - 20, 21

Spiritual Development - 171

Spouses - 101 - 102

Suckling - 229

incomplete course - 229 - 

expenses of - 230 - 

mother's right - 231

Supplication - 94, 95

why some are not answered - 96, 97 - 

T

Talents - using on the wrong path - 163

Temptations - of Satan, in stages - 49

:Traditions

Prophet Mohammad (p.b.u.h.) - alms - 254

_

blessings - 28 - 

bribery - 106, 108 - 

dawn - 104 - 
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Door of Strivers - 177 - 

enjoin right and forbid wrong - 96 - 

fasting - 83, 84, 88 - 

goodness - 148 - 

Holy War - 176 - 

Imam Mahdi - 27 - 

intoxicants - 189 - 

Islam - 92 - 

O' you who have faith - 17 - `

prayer - 99 - 

Ramadān - 91 - 
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selling coming world for this life - 59 - 

supplication - 95 - 

Imam Ali (a.s.) - fasting - 86

fighting - 115 - 

giving a loan - 255 - 

Ka`bah - 131 - 

patience - 18 - 

paying alms - 124 - 

prayer - 99 - 

praying without putting forth effort - 97 - 98 - 

reckoning - 148 - 

why some supplications are not answered - 96 - 97 - 

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) - Holy War - 253

patience and prayer - 19 - 

providing for family - 49 - 

worship of Allah - 49 - 

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) - bribery - 109

__

circumambulation during Hajj - 136 - 

fasting - 86 - 87 - 
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gambling - 109 - 

glad tidings to the steadfast - 26 - 

Holy War - 177 - 

if forced to eat hạrām (forbidden) meat - 55 - 

Imam Mahdi - 26 - 

O' you who have faith - 82 - `

prayer - 95, 98 - 

purgatory life - 21 - 

Ramadān - 90 - 

Supplication - 95 - 

trials of believers prior to advent of Imam Mahdi - 26 - 

Imam Ridā (a.s.) - 301 - 

Imam Hādi (a.s.) - Holy War - 253

godly lawful things - 58 - 
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Imam Mahdi (a.s.) - Holy War - 253

condition for the fulfilment of his reappearance - 96 - 

supplication - 94 - 

will fill world with justice - 27 - 

Trial - of people by Allah - 25

Truth - concealing - 33

U

Uhud - battle of - 170

Unity - of the Creator - 38

Unlawful - food/drink - 55, 58

Uniformity - in creation - 37

V

____

Verbal - claim of enmity with Satan - 97

Victory - elements of - 280

Voyages - overseas - 40

W

Wealth - of this and the coming world - 165

the giving of - 62 - 

Weaning - 231
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Wet Nurse - 231

Widows - remarriage of - 233

rights of - 247 - 

waiting period for - 236 - 237 - 

Winds and ships - travelling - 40

regular winds - 40 - 

Wine - 186 - 189

disadvantages of - 187 - 
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Woman - rights of, following husbands death - 247

superstition against - 233 - 

the guardians of - 234 - 

Y

Yoke - 259

Z

Zakāt - 62

of body is fasting - 83
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Verses of the Quran and Traditions

میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

اًروُن مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای 

هیآ 471) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the " 
Qur'ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto

(you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy Qur'ān 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 51  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکِّْذلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it " 
((from corruption)." (Holy Qur'ān 15: 9

مَوْیَ هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

هیآ 421) هط 02  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'ān), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Qur'ān 20: 124

هیآ ءارسا 71  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِارقُْلا  نَِم  لُِّزنَُن  وَ 

(28

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a healing and a " 
(mercy to those who believe...", (Holy Qur'ān 17: 82
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A Presentation to Muslims

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

: یلاعتَ هّللا  لَاق   " مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُا  لوسَُّرلا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  هّللا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای  " 

هیلآ 95 ءاسنلا 4- هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and those charged with " 
(authority among you..." (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

Those charged with authority' are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s.) and, at the )`

time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned, pious, and just, should be

.( referred to

نْمَفَ هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ  هِّللا  لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّرا  - صْنلاَْا هِّللادِْـبعَ  نِْبرِِباج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحـَ  یف  نِیدّـلا   ِ لِـمکِْا یِف 
مْهُُلَّوأ يدْـعَب  نِْم  نَیمِلسـْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ  وَ  رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  هلآ ) هیلع و  هللا  یلـص   ) لَاقفَ کَِـتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاـط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَِیذَّلا  رِْمـَْلااوُلوُا 

، رُِباجَ ای  هُکُرِدُْتسـَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  ٍّیلعَ  نُْب  دُِّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِْیسـَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسـَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث  بٍِلاـطیباَ ،  ُ نُب  ُّ یُلعَ
نُْب ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  ٍّیِلعَ ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسـَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاَّصلا  َّمُث  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنِم  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ 
یف هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّللا  یلَعَ  هُرُکْذِ  یلاـعتَ  هُّللا  حُتـَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسـَ وَ  َّمُـث  یّلعَ ،ٍّ-  نُْـب  نُسـَحَْلا  َّمُـث  دٍَّمحَُم ،

-ا هَبرِاغمَ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  قَرِاشَمَ  هِْیدَیَ  نِْب   ِ نِسحَْلا نُْبا  هِدِابعِ 

هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 
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In ` Ikmāl-ud-Din ' a tradition, through ` Jābir-il-Ju`fī ', is narrated from ` Jābir-ibn-
,`Abdillāh ' thus: " I said: ` O Messenger of Allah

we have known Allah and His Apostle; then who is ` Ulul-Amr ', those that Allah has

made their obedience the same as your obedience? ' Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said:
` O Jābir! they are, after me, my successors and the Guides of Muslims; the first of

them is Ali-ibn-Abitalib; then (Imam) Hassan, and (Imam) Husain; then Ali-ibn-il-
Husain; then Mohammad-ibn-Ali; known in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O
Jābir! When you visit him, give my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, Ja`far-
ibn-Muhammad; and after him Mūsa-ibn-Ja`far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then

Muhạmmad-ibn-Ali; then Ali-ibn-Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him

(there comes) Al-Ghā'im whose name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah's

Authority on the Earth and His Remainder amongst His servants. He is the son of

(Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-`Askarī). This is the very personality by whose hands Allah

will open the Easts and Wests of the worlds and this is the very personality who will be

absent from his followers and his lovers in which his mastership can not be proved by

." a statement of anyone except for the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jabir said: "I asked him: 'O' Messenger of Allah! will his followers avail of him during his

occultation? 'He answered: Yes. By the One Who appointed me to prophethood, they

will seek brightness from his light and will avail by devotion in his absence the same as

..." the availing of people from the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

(Ikmal-ud-Din, Vol 1, p. 253' with nearly sinilar meaning in Yanabi-ul-Mawaddah, p. 117)

 " یحَوُی یٌحْوَ  اَّلإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  يوَهَْلا  نِعَ  قُطِْنیَ  امَوَ  : " یلاعت هللا  لاق 

هیلآا 3 و 4 ( - 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

 " Nor does the Apostle speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation that is revealed"

(Sura Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

انوعبتلا انملاک  نساحم  اوملع  ول  مهناف  سانلا  اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  ادبع  هللا  محر 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 -  رابخلاا  یناعم 

Abul-Hassan-ir-Rida (a.s.) said: "May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who

Keeps alive our commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and teach them to

people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and goodnesses of our speech, surely they

(would follow us." (Maani-ul-Akhbar, p. 180 Uyun-i-Akhbar-ur-Rida, V. 1, p. 207
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میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

مُلَعْأَ وَهُوَ  هِِلیِبسـَ  نْعَ  َّلضـَ  نْمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِـب  مْهُْلدِاجـَوَ  هِنَسـَحَْلا  هِظَعِوْمـَْلاوَ  هِمَکْحِْلاِـب  کَِّبرَ  لِـیِبسَ  یَلإِ  عُدْا 
نَیدِتَهْمُْلاِب

In The Name of Allah. The Beneficent. The Merciful

Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful

exhortation; and debate with them in a way which is the best; surely your Lord knows

best who have strayed from His path and

.knows best who are (rightly) guided

.[ Sura Mah1 The Dee), No. 1, verse 125]
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The list of publications of the library

Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Language Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic ; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 1

Ma`ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 2

Kholās-̣iye-`Abaqāt-ul-Anwār (A Summary of a Tradition on Imamate) - A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-Eqtisạ̄d-dar Qur'ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in Qur'ān . 4
and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī `inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) According to . 5
Tradition) - A

Ma`ālim-ul-Ḥukūmah-fī-Qur'ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur'ān - A

Al-Imam-is-̣Sạ̄diq wal Mathāhib-il-Araba`ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims' Issues) - A . 7

Ma`ālim-un-Nabuwwah fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur'ān) . 8
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Nimūdārī az Ḥukūmat-i-`Ali (a.s.) (An Outline on the Government of Hazrat `Ali . 20
(a.s.)) - A

Manshūrhā-yi Jāvīd-i-Qur'ān (The Eternal Lights of the Qur'ān; An Objective . 21
Commentary) - F
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In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Introduction

This endeavour has already been introduced rather in detail in the preface of the very

commentary of the Qur'ān, part one. A glance over it, and being acquainted with some

essential information towards the aim, can surely be helpful along the way of studying

this book. The demand of those who have read the former available volumes, and are

eagerly waiting for the rest of the translation of the commentary of the Qur'ān to

receive as soon as possible, caused this volume to be arranged a little concisely by the

compilers. It consists of the exegesis of the verses of two parts of the Qur'ān, part

three and part four. The decision was also made that the concerning future volumes

be compiled in the same style, so that the translation of the commentary of the whole

Qur'ān be prepared in about twenty volumes, and, comparing with the past, they be in
the reach of the readers, with the help of Allah, sooner than the time which is

.expected, Allah Willing

We humbly ask Allah that He helps us, as ever before, to complete this holy goal

.successfully to offer it to all the truth seekers throughout the world

May He guide and assist all of us by the Qur'ān, to pave the right path further and

.further, for we are always in need of it

The Scientific and Religious Research Center Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) Public

Library Sayyid `Abbās Sạdr-`āmelī The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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(Sura Al-Baqarah No. 2 (Part Three

Point

حِورُِب هُاندَّْیاَ  تِانِّیبَْلا وَ  مَیَرْمَ  نَْبا  یسَیع  انْیتَا  تٍاجرَدَ وَ  مْهُضَْعَب  عَفَرَ  هُّللا وَ  مََّلکَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِم  ضٍْعَب  یلعَ  مْهُضـَْعَب  انْلَّضفَ  لُسُُّرلا  کَْلِت   253
وَْل رَفَکَ وَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِم  نَمَا وَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنمِفَ  اوفُلَتَخْا  نِکِلوَ  تُاـنِّیبَْلا  مُهُْتءاـج  اـم  دِْـعَب  نِْم  مْهِدِْـعَب  نِْم  نَیذَّلا  لَتـَتَْقاامَ  هُّللا  ءَاـش  وَْـل  سِدُـقُْلا وَ 

دُیرُی ام  لُعَْفیَ  هَّللا  َّنکِل  اوُلتَتَْقاامَ وَ  هُّللاءَاش 

These are the Messengers We have made some of whom excel the others; of . " 253
them are some to whom Allah has spoken, and some of them He has raised in

.degrees

And We gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear Signs, and strengthened him with the Holy

Spirit. And had Allah willed, those who came after them would not have fought (one

.another) after the clear Signs had come to them; but they differed

.So, of them (there were) some who believed and some who disbelieved

Yet, had Allah willed, they would not have fought (one another); but Allah does

." whatever He wills

Commentary: Verse 253

Some privileges of a few prophets

In this verse some particular privileges of a few prophets are referred to. For

instance, as the following separate verse indicates, Moses (a.s.) talked to Allah, and it
was the Will of Allah to choose him for that purpose; as the Qur'ān says: " He said: ` O'

Moses! Verily I have chosen you above the people with My Messages and with My

(words (discourse); ..."(1
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:So, the verse under discussion says

These are the Messengers We have made some of whom excel the others; of them " 
, ..." are some to whom Allah has spoken

Some priviledges of the Prophet of Islam

In this regard, the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) had some more privileges than

other prophets before him, such as; being ` the seal of the prophets ', the immunity of

his Book (the Qur'ān) from distortion, and being entitled as ` a Mercy unto the worlds

'. This is the word of Allah: " And We sent you not (O' Our Apostle Muhammad) but a
(Mercy unto all the worlds." (1

Or, Abraham (a.s.) and Noah (a.s.) received the best regards from the side of Allah. Or,
as the above verse says, that Jesus (a.s.) was strengthened with the Holy Spirit. It

:says

,and some He has raised in degrees. And We gave Jesus "... 

. ..." son of Mary, clear Signs, and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit

By the way, it is also mentioned in this Verse that if Allah willed, He could stop the

opposition and fighting between people who came after those prophets and set them

in one peaceful way. But Allah's way of treatment is that people be free and willful in
.order that they be able to accept or reject a proper path by their own choice

And had Allah willed, those who came after them would not have fought (one "... 
;another) after the clear Signs had come to them

but they differed. So of them (there were) some who believed and some who

disbelieved. Yet, had Allah willed, they would not have fought (one another); but Allah

." does whatever He wills

****
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نَومُِلاظّلا مُهُ  نَورُِفاکْلاوَ  هٌعَافشَ  هٌَّلخُ وَ لا  هِیف وِ لا  عٌْیَب  مٌوْیَ لا  یَِتأْیَ  نْاَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  مْکُانْقزَرَ  امِّم  اوقُفِْناَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   254

O' you who have Faith! spend (in alms) of that which We have provided for you, . " 254
before there comes a day wherein shall be no bargaining, neither friendship, nor

." intercession; and the infidels they are the unjust

Commentary: Verse 254

A warning to the believers as for giving alms

This verse is rendered as a warning to the believers, telling them to give alms and not

to lose the respite they have in this life. They are recommended to provide some

:fitting provisions thereby for their certain journey; the next life, the Hereafter. It says

, ... " O' you who have Faith! spend (in alms) of that which We have provided for you " 

On the Resurrection Day, there will be neither any bargain to buy the means of felicity

and security against one's infidelity, nor any friend or intercessor to make their

.infidelity invalid

before there comes a day wherein shall be no bargaining neither friendship, nor "... 
." intercession; and the infidels they are the unjust

They are deprived from intercession in that world because they were the cause of

deprivation for others in this world. For example, a miser person not only is unjust to

himself, since he extinguishes the light of generosity inside his self and wastes his

situation in the Hereafter, but also practically proves inequity against others when he

.ignores the Divine commendments

****
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Verse 255, Arabic-English Text

Āyat-ul-Kursiy, one of the most important verses

مُلَْعیَ هِنذْاِِب  لاِّا  هُدَْنعِ  عُفَشـْیَ  يذَّلااذَ  نْمَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  ام  تِاومَّسلا وَ  یِف  ام  هَُل  مٌوَْن  هٌنَسـِ وَ لا  هُذُخُأْتَ  مُوُّیقَْلا لا  ُّیحَْلا  وَهُ  لاِّا  هَلِا  هُّللاَ لا   255
ُّیِلعَْلا وَهُ  امهُظُْفحِ وَ  هُدُؤُیَ  ضَرْلاَاوَ وَ لا  تِاومَّسلا  هُُّیسِرْکُ  عَسِوَ  ءَاشامِب  لاِّا  هِمِْلعِ  نِْم  ْ ءٍ  یْـشِب نَوطُیحُی  مْهُفَْلخَ وَ لا  ام  مْهِیدْیاَ وَ  نَْیَب  ام 

مُیظعَْلا

Allah! there is no god but He, the Ever-living, the Self-Subsisting (the Sustainer of . " 255
all things); slumber seizes Him not, nor sleep; to Him belongs whatsoever is in the

heavens and whatsoever is in the earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him save by

?His leave

He knows what is before them and what is behind them, while they comprehend

.nothing of His knowledge except what He wills

His Kursiy (knowledge) extends over the heavens and the earth; and preserving them

." both tires Him not; and, He is the Highest, the Greatest

Āyat-ul-Kursiy, One of the Most Important Verses Upon the importance and '

excellence of this verse, the only holy tradition narrated from the holy Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.), explained in the following, is enough

The importance of the verse

Once, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) asked Ubayy-ibn-Ka`b which verse of the

:verses of the Qur'ān was the most important one, and he answered the verse saying

Allah! there is no god but He, the Ever-living, the Self-subsisting (the Sustainer of all " 
(;..." things

Then the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) touched his chest as a sign of favour and told

him " May your knowledge be wholesome to you.By the One in Whose hand is

Muhammad's soul, this verse has two tongues
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(and two lips which glorify the Lord below the Divine throne of authority."(1

Another tradition narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) says: " The one who recites 'Āyat-
ul-Kursiy once, Allah will remove one thousand unbecoming things from his worldly

unbecoming affairs, the easiest of which is poverty, and one thousand unbecoming

things from his (affairs) in the Hereafter, the easiest one among which is the pain of

(grave."(2

Commentary: Verse 255

Allah, the particular appelation for God

The verse begins with the Pure Essence of Allah and continues with the subject of

:Unity, Asmā'-ul-Ḥusnā, and His attributes. It says

, ..." Allah! there is no god but He " 

Allah " is the particular appelation for God Which means the Essence that includes all " 
.the attributes of Divine Perfection, Glory, and Beauty

Then, it adds two other attributes of Allah, saying that He is the Lord Who is Alive

forever and is self-subsisting so that all other creatures in the universe depend on

:Him. It says

(; ..." the Ever-living, the Self-Subsisting (the Sustainer of all things "... 

It is evident that life for Allah is the real life, because His life is the same as His

Essence, His Knowledge, and His Power. It is not like that of living creatures whose

lives are causual and after a length of time

.they die

Allah is completely different from His creatures from the point of life, as verse 58 from

, ..." Sura Al-Furghān, No. 25 says: " And rely you on the (Ever) Living One Who dies not

Then, to indicate that neither drowzines, nor deep sleep seizes Him and never He
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:stops managing the world, it continues saying

; ..." slumber seizes Him not, nor sleep "... 

The Arabic term /sanah/ `slumber' is the sleep which appears first in the eyes, but

when it becomes deeper and reaches the mind, it is termed in Arabic /naum/ `sleep'.
,This verse, pointing to the latter state

means that the governance of the Absolutely Bountiful, Allah, is

p: 21
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.perpetual and never ceases, even for a moment

:Then, it refers to the absolute ownership of Allah, saying

. ..." to Him belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth "... 

Some attributes of Allah

This is the fifth attributes from the attributes of Allah mentioned here. Formerly, four

 : other attributes of Allah were referred to

.Oneness of Allah, the Everliving, the Self-subsisting, and that He never sleeps

It is quite clear that this attribute, that everything belongs to Allah, has a great

training effect in human beings. When they know that whatever they have does not

really belong to themselves and it is temporarily handed over them as a deposit to use

for a short time, they will surely avoid of transgressing others' rights. These people,
with this cognition, will certainly withdraw committing such wrong actions as

.colonization, hoarding, greed, miserliness, and the like

:For the sixth attribute, it says

? ..." Who is it that can intercede with Him save by His leave "...

In fact, by a positive interrogation with a negative sense, it says that no person can

.intercede at His presence but by His leave

Intercession was discussed fairly vastly when commenting on verse 48, Sura Al-
.Baqarah, No. 2, in vol. part 1, pp. 174-177

:Referring to the seventh attribute, it says

, ..." He knows what is before them and what is behind them "...

Therefore, whatever is in the expause of time and place is entirely manifest in His

.Knowledge. That is why everything, even intercession, depends upon His command

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1349 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


In stating His eighth attribute, this fact is pointed out that He has let others know only

:a small part of His knowledge that has been advisable and proper for them. It says

. ..." while they comprehend nothing of His knowledge except what He wills "... 

.Thus, the limited knowledge of others is a beam of the light of His illimited knowledge

.So, two other points is also understood from the above phrase

The first is that no creature has cognition from his own and all human
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.cognizance is from the source of Allah

Allah may give some concealed knowledge to those He pleases

The second is that Allah may award a part of some concealed knowledge and some

.hidden secrets to those He pleases

:His ninthly and tenthly attributes are stated thus

His Kursiy (knowledge) extends over the heavens and the earth; and preserving "...
; ..." them both tires Him not

Then, power and sovereignty of Allah encompass the totality of the heavens and the

earth, and His Knowledge (Kursiy) encompasses all of these expansions wholly, so

.that nothing is out of His dominion and authority

It is, even, understood from some of the Islamic traditions that the expansion of

Kursiy is very larger than the heavens and the earth. For example, in a tradition Imam

Sādiq has said: " Heavens and earth, comparing Kursiy, is like a ring in the midst of a
(desert; and Kursiy, in comparison with `Arsh, is like a ring in the midst of a desert."(1

.It is true, of course, that science has not discovered the secret of this meaning yet

:Describing His eleventh and twelveth attributes, it says

." and, He is the Highest, the Greatest "...

The Lord, Who is the Highest and the Infinite, is able to do everything so that nothing

is difficult for Him. Never He tires of managing the world of existence. Never He (s.w.t.)
remains neglectful, unaware and feable of it. His Knowledge involves all things

.because He is Omnipotent, Omnipresent

It is worthy to note that, in spite of what is popular, the verse entitled ` 'Āyat-ul-
.Kursiy ' is this very single verse alone

****
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Verse 256, Arabic-English Text

Point

ِّیغَْلا نَِم  دُشُّْرلا  نََّیبَتَ  دْقَ  نِیدّلا  یِف  هَارکِْا  256 لا 

یقْثوُْلا هِوَرْعُْلاِب  کَسَمْتَسْا  دِقَفَ  هِّللاِب  نِْمؤُْی  تِوغُاطّلاِب وَ  رْفُکْیَ  نْمَفَ 

مٌیلعَ عٌیمسَ  هُّللاوَ  اهَل  مَاصفِْنا  لاَ 

There is no compulsion in religion. Truly the right way has become clearly distinct . " 256
from error. Therefore, whoever rejects false deities (tāghūt) and believes in Allah, has

grasped the firmest handle, that shall never break; and Allah is All-Hearing, All-
." knowing

:Occasion of Revelation

There was a man from Medina by the name of Abū-Ḥasẹen who had two sons. Some

of the Christian merchants, who used to import merchandise from abroad into

Medina, invited those two lads to Christianity whenever they met them in Medina.
.Those two young men were seriously affected by them, too

Abū-Ḥasẹen became very inconvenient from that condition. He went to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and, informing him the matter, requested him to bring those children back to

their own religion. He asked whether he could bring them forcefully to Islam. Then,
the verse was revealed and manifested this fact that there is no compulsion in

.accepting the religion

Commentary: Verse 256

Embracing Islam needs no compulsion or force

The previous verse, 'Āyat-ul-Kursiy, infact, was a collection of Unity and the Attributes

of Allah, Beauty and Glory, which make up the foundation of the religion. This meaning

is acceptable in all stages with reasonable proofs. That is why embracing the faith

:needs not any compulsion or force, and in this verse, it says
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There is no compulsion in religion. Truly the right way has become clearly distinct " 
. ..." from error
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This verse is a serious answer to those who imagine that Islam

applies obligation and has developed and spread through the force of sword and

.martial power

:Then, as a conclusion of the previous verse, it adds

Therefore, whoever rejects false deities (tāghūt) and believes in Allah, has grasped "... 
the firmest handle, that shall never break; ..." And, at the end of the verse it continues

:saying

." and Allah is All-Hearing, All-knowing "... 

Is should not be fulfilled by mere pretence

This concluding phrase is a hint to the fact that the problem of belief and disbelief is
not something that can be fulfilled by mere pretence, because Allah hears the words

.of all entirely, whether they state openly or they speak privately and hiddenly

****
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رِوُّنلا یَلِا  تِامُلُّظلا  نَِم  مْهُجُرِخُْی  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  ُّیِلوَ  هُّللاَ   257

تِامُلُّظلا یَلِا  رِوُّنلا  نَِم  مْهَُنوجُرِخُْی  تُوغُاطّلا  مُهُؤایِلوْاَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلاوَ 

نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُ  رِاّنلا  بُاحصْا  کَِئلوُا 

Allah is the Guardian of those who have faith; He brings them out of darkness . " 257
into light; and those who reject faith, their guardians are false-deities, (taghut), who

bring them out of light into darkness; they are the inhabitants of the Fire wherein shall

. " they abide forever

Commentary: verse 257

The situation of believers and disbelievers, and their leaders

With reference to the state of belief and disbelief, which was mentioned in the

previous verse, here, in this verse, it distinguishes the situation of believers and

:disbelievers from the point of leader and guardian. It says

Allah is the Guardian of those who have faith; ..." So it is under the favour of this " 
; ..." guardianship and leadership, that: "... He brings them out of darkness into light

:Then it adds

and those who reject faith, their guardians are false-deities, (taghut), who bring "... 
; ..." them out of light into darkness

It is for this reason that: "...they are the inhabitants of the Fire wherein shall they

." abide forever

****
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Section 35: How the dead are again raised by Allah

Abraham's argument against Nimrod Illustration of how the dead are again raised by

.Allah Abraham directed to an experiment to see how Allah raises the dead

لَاقذِْا کَْلمُْلا  هُّللا  هُیتا  نْاَ  هِّبرَ  یف  مَیهرْبِا  َّجاح  يذَّلا  یَلِا  رَتَ  مَْلاَ   258

تُیمُا یحُْا وَ  اَناَ  لَاق  تُیمُی  یحُْی وَ  يذَّلا  یَِّبرَ  مُیهرْبِا 

بِرِْغمَْلا نَِم  اهِب  تِأْفَ  قِرِشْمَْلا  نَِم  سِمَّْشلاِب  یتأْیَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  مُیهرْبِا  لَاق 

نَیمِلاظّْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هُّللا لا  رَفَکَ وَ  يذَّلا  تَهُِبفَ 

Have you not seen him who disputed with Abraham about his Lord, because . " 258
:Allah had given him the kingship? When Abraham said

:My Lord is He Who gives life, and causes to die.' He said ` 

:I (too) give life and cause to die.' Abraham said ` 

;Verily, Allah brings the sun from the East ` 

so you bring it from the West ', whereupon the one who disbelieved was confounded.
." And Allah does not guide the unjust people

Commentary: verse 258

Nimrod and his disputation with Abraham about Allah

It is said in history and the Islamic narrations that it happened that Nimrod

.(Namrood), the king of Babylon, disputed with Abraham (a.s.) about the Lord

Have you not seen him who disputed with Abraham about his Lord, because Allah " 
?..." had given him the kingship

.Abraham (a.s.) said that his Lord is He Who gives life and causes to die

,When Abraham said:` My Lord is He Who gives life "... 
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.' ..." and causes to die

.In response, Nimrod said that he, too, gave life and caused to die

Then, he ordered to fetch two prisoners and let one of them go and commanded his

,men to kill the other

.'..." He said: ` I (too) give life and cause to die "...

Abraham's reasons for Allah

When Abraham (a.s.) saw the wrong concept of Nimrod from giving life and causing

death and how he tried to pervent the thoughts of others, he (a.s.) immediately told

him that Allah raises the sun from the East, so if he claimed that he governed the

world of existence and every thing was under his order and power, as he claimed, he

.would bring the sun up from the West

Abraham said: ` Verily, Allah brings the sun from the East; so you bring it from the "... 
.'..." West

.At that time Nimrod astonished and could say nothing save keeping silent

where upon the one who disbelieved was confounded. And Allah does not guide "... 
." the unjust people

****
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اهشِوُرعُ یلعَ  هٌیَوِاخ  یَهِ  هٍیَرْقَ وَ  یلعَ  َّرمَ  يذَّلاکَ  وْاَ   259

اهِتوْمَ دَْعَب  هُّللا  هِذِه  یحُْی  یّناَ  لَاق 

هُثَعََب َّمُث  مٍاع  هََئاِم  هُّللا  هُتَاماَفَ 

مٍوْیَ ضَْعَب  وْاَ  اموْیَ  تُْثِبَل  لَاق  تَْثِبَل  مْکَ  لَاق 

هَّْنسَتَیَ مَْل  کَِبارشَ  کَِماعطَ وَ  یلِا  رْظُْنافَ  مٍاع  هَئاِم  تَْثِبَل  لَْب  لَاق 

سِاّنلِل هًیَا  کَلَعَجْنَِل  كَرِامحِ وَ  یلِا  رْظُْنا  وَ 

امحَْل اهوسُکَْن  َّمُث  اهزُشِْنُن  فَْیکَ  مِاظعِْلا  یَلِا  رْظُْناوَ 

مُلَعْاَ لَاق  هَُل  نََّیبَتَ  امّلَفَ 

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  هَّللا  َّناَ 

:Or like him (Ezra) who passed by a town and it had fallen on its roofs, he said . " 259

? ' How shall Allah bring this to life again after its death ` 

:So Allah made him die a hundred years, then He raised him up and said

? ' How long have you tarried ` 

.' He said, ` (Perhaps) I have tarried a day or a part of a day

.He said: ` Nay, you have tarried (thus) a hundred years

But look at your food and your drink they show no effect of age; and look at your ass;

and that We may make of you a sign for people; and look at the bones, how We

assembled them together and then clothed them with flesh.' So, when it became clear

:to him, he said

." I know that Allah is All-Powerful over all things ` 

Commentary: verse 259

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1360 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Resurrection and illustration of guidance

The previous verse stated the dispute of Abraham (a.s.) with Nimrod around the

subject of Unity. That statement, indeed, was a
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guidance through logical reasoning. Now, this holy verse speaks about Resurrection,
.wherein guidance is accomplished through illustration of some sensible things

, ..." Or like him (Ezra) who passed by a town and it had fallen on its roofs " 

(The story of `Uzayr (Ezra

Some Islamic narrations and commentary books denote that the name of the man

referred to in this verse has been `Uzayr (Ezra). They also said that he must be a

.prophet whom, as the verse indicates, Allah has spoken to

Explanations of the verse

.Illustration is the best way of reasoning . 1

; ..." but look at your food and your drink they show no effect of age "...

.It is appropriate to die one hundred years to recognize one important point . 2

Increase your knowledge by experience, inquiring, and so on, although you know . 3
.the fact

? '..." he said: ` How shall Allah bring this to life again after its death "... 

We should take new lessons from old ruined towns and ancient civilizations, too, . 4
.and ask qnestions

.Everybody will be raised with the same feature the one has at the time of death . 5

..." then He raised him up "...

.The past of time, however much long may be, does not affect on the Might of Allah . 6

..." so Allah made him die a hundred years, them He raised him up "...

With Allah's Will, the firm bones rot, but fresh food, which becomes rotten in a short . 7
.time, remains one hundred years fresh
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? ' and said: ` How long have you tarried "... 

.' He said, ` (Perhaps) I have tarried a day or a part of a day

. ..." He Said: ` Nay, you have tarried (thus) a hundred years

.The exposition of Allah`s Power is for guiding and leading people . 8

; ..." and that We may make of you a sign for people "... 
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:Allah has brought a scene of the Hereafter in this world. The verse says . 9

and look at the bones, how We assembled them together and then clothed them "...
.'..." with flesh

The Resurrection is a resurrection of the body, because if it were a mere spiritual . 10
.resurrection, the statement of bone, dead and grave wauld not come forth

..." and look at the bones "...

.A handful of a thing is a sample of a ton of that thing . 11

So when it became clear to him, he said: ` I know that Allah is All-Powerful over all " 
." things

The dead returning to life again is also admissible in this very world and before that . 12
.the final Resurrection Day happens

 ..." so Allah made him die a hundred years, then He raised him up "...

****
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یتوْمَْلا یِحُْت  فَْیکَ  ینرِاَ  ِّبرَ  مُیهرْبِا  لَاق  ذِْا  260 وَ 

یبْلقَ َّنِئمَطْیَِل  نْکِلوَ  یلَب  لَاق  نِْمؤُْت  مَْلوَاَ  لَاق 

کَْیَلِا َّنهُرْصُفَ  رِْیَّطلا  نَِم  هًعََبرْاَ  ذْخُفَ  لَاق 

اءًزْجُ َّنهُْنِم  لٍبَجَ  لِّکُ  یلعَ  لْعَجْا  َّمُث 

ایْعسَ کَنَیتأْیَ  َّنهُعُدْا  َّمُث 

مٌیکحَ زٌیزعَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  مْلَعْا  وَ 

And when Abraham said: ` My Lord! Show me how you give life to the dead ', He . 260
,said: ` Do you not believe?' ` Yes', said Abraham

:but to make my heart at ease.' He said ` 

Take four of the birds. Then make them to incline unto you and (cutting them into ` 
pieces) place a part of them on each mountain, and thereafter, call them. They will

.come to you in haste

.And know that Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 260

Abraham thought how bits of body could be gathered together

This unique matchless claim is narrated but from the only man of significance in

history who after the Messenger of Allah said: " If the curtains be removed, there will

be added nothing to my certitude." (1) But, other people wholly like to see what they

were told, or what they believe, in their objective state. For example, everybody likes

to see how sugar is produced and obtained from sugar-beet or sugar-cane although

.they know that sugar is originally from it

Concerning the above verse, it is cited in some commentary books that: once

Abraham (a.s.) was walking on the bank of a sea when he saw a corpse of a man over

the sands there. The corpse was half in the water and half on the land so that both the
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animals in the sea and the
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birds and animals on the land could feed from it. Abraham thought himself if this

condition happened for a man whose little bits of body were distributed among other

living creatures, how could these bits be gathered together and raise on the

:Resurrection Day? So, he (a.s.) invoked Allah

: ..." And when Abraham said " 

. ..." My Lord! Show me how You give life to dead "... 

Explanations of the verse

We should attempt to elevate the standard of our faith and belief in ourselves as . 1
.much as we reach the limit of certainty

He said: ` Do you not believe?' ` Yes ', said Abraham, ` but to make my heart at "... 
.' ..." ease

Intuition and vision appears only for those who have paved some length of the path . 2
.of knowledge, faith, and reasoning

The call of the saints and Apostles of Allah can affect even on the particles in the . 3
. ..." world: "...and thereafter, call them. They will come to you in haste

Resurrection is a bodily resurrection, because, on the Day of Judgement, the return . 4
.of the soul will be unto the very particles of the body

Since the goal is reaching the certitude, the accomplishment is done by Abraham . 5
(a.s.) himself. (He killed four different birds, mixed their meat with together and

.( divided it upon several mountains

He said: ` Take four of the birds. Then make them to incline unto you and (cutting "... 
(them into pieces

, ..." place a part of them on each mountain

.For the purpose of a deep instruction, applying art and demonstration is necessary . 6
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:However, we must always beware of the fact

. " And know that Allah is the Mighty, the Wise "... 

****
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عَْبسَ تْتَبَْناَ  هٍَّبحَ  لِثَمَکَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  مْهَُلاوْماَ  نَوقُفِْنُی  نَیذَّلا  لُثَمَ   261

هٍَّبحَ هَُئاِم  هٍلَُبْنسُ  ِّلکُ  یف  لَِبانسَ 

مُیلعَ عٌسِاو  هُّللاوَ  ءُاشیَ  نْمَِل  فُعِاضُی  هُّللاوَ 

The likeness of those who spend their property in the way of Allah is as the . " 261
likeness of a grain (of corn) that grows seven ears, (with) a hundred grains in every

.ear

And Allah multiplies (in abundance) for whom He wills; and Allah is All-Embracing, All-
." Knowing

Commentary: verse 261

A solution to the problem of difference of social classes

Enjoining others to giving charity and prohibition from immoderation and

extravagance are the best way to solving the problem of the difference of social

classes. On the other hand, the appearance and spread of usury is the origine and

motive of social classes to be created. That may be why that the necessity of giving

(charity and prohibition of usury are stated beside each other in the Qur'ān. (1

By the way, it should be noted it is not so that any grain of corn planted in any land

does grow seven ears with a hundred grains. But, the grain should be safe, the land

should be susceptible, the time must be appropriate, and the preparation and

.protection should be complete

Explanations of the verse

Point

Applying the natural phenomena will never become out of fashion at any time. They . 1
.are always comprehensible for all people in any age and in any acceptabe conditions

Encouragement and promise of reward are often the most intensive motives for . 2
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.individuals to move forward

.The grace of Allah is illimited . 3
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And Allah multiplies (in abundance) for whom He wills; and Allah is All-Embracing, "... 
." All-Knowing

.That charity is worthy which is given in the way of Allah . 4

..." The likeness of those who spend their property in the way of Allah " 

Spending in charity is praised by the Quran

The praise of the Qur'ān is upon those who spend in charity as a habit in their . 5
current life. The Arabic term /yunfiqūna/ (spend their property), which is mentioned in

.this verse, refers to an action done continually

.The best example is that example which has external reality . 6

is as the likeness of a grain (of corn) that grows seven ears, (with) a hundred grains "...
. ..." in every ear

If spending one's property can be multiplied as much as seven hundred times then . 7
?what about those who give their lives in charity for the sake of Allah

****
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  مْهَُلاوْماَ  نَوقُفِْنُی  نَیذَّلاَ   262

يًذاَ اّنمَ وَ لا  اوقُفَْناَ  آم  نَوعُِبْتُی  َّمُث لا 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  مْهِْیلَعَ وَ لا  فٌوْخَ  مْهِِّبرَ وَ لا  دَْنعِ  مْهُرُجْاَ  مْهَُل 

Those who spend their property in the way of Allah, (and) thereafter, do not . " 262
follow up what they have spent by reproach and with injury, for them shall be their

. " reward with their Lord, and no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve

Commentary: verse 262

!A Worthy Charity

In the previous verse, the importance of charity in the way of Allah was pointed out in
:general. Here, in this verse, some of its qualities are stated, too. It says

Those who spend their property in the way of Allah, (and) thereafter, do not follow " 
up what they have spent by reproach and with injury, for them shall be their reward

, ..." with their Lord

:Besides the above mentioned priviledge, this quality is in them again, that

. " and no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve "... 

Therefore, those who spend some of their property in the way of Allah, but after that

benevolent action, they reproach or do something that cause injury, they destroy

.their reward, indeed, with this reprobated action

It can also be said that such persons, in many cases, not only are not good doers, but

also are some transgressors, because the honour of a man and his psychological

.social capitals are often surely more valuable than property and wealth

The reward of the givers of charity is reserved with Allah

The Qur'ānic holy phrase: "...for them shall be their reward with their Lord; " makes

the givers of charity sure that their reward is reserved with their Lord in order that
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they go forth with a good
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.amount of certainty along this path

More than that, the application of the Qur'ānic term /rabbihim/ (their Lord) in the

.verse, is a hint to this meaning that their Lord trains them and will multiply it

****
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يذًاَ آهعُبَْتیَ  هٍقَدَصَ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هٌرَفِْغمَ  فٌورُْعمَ وَ  لٌوْقَ   263

مٌیلحَ ٌّیِنغَ  هُّللاوَ 

A kind word and forgiveness is better than a charity that is followed by injury, . " 263
." and Allah is Self-sufficient, Forbearing

Commentary: verse 263

Confronting a needy, have a good manner

This verse, in fact, completes the idea in the previous verse. It says that those who

have a good manner and good statement, facing with the people in need, and forgive

them even when their insistence is with rudeness, their action is better than the

.donation of those who cause injury and irritation thereafter

A kind word and forgiveness is better than a charity that is followed by injury, and " 
." Allah is Self-sufficient, Forbearing

This verse makes clear the logic of Islam due to the social values concerning the

honour of people. Islam considers the value of the action of those who speak helpfully

and leadingly with the needy people in order to protect them and keep their secrets

hidden. This is more valuable than the charity of some selfish short-sighted

individuals, who have sorts of approach and injury on such honourable persons for a
.small donation they give

As was mentioned before the loss of these stingy people is more than their profit.
When such persons give something, they ruin something else, too. Thus, the above

statement made it clear that the Qur'ānic phrase /qaulun ma`rūf / `a kind word' has a
vast meaning so that it envelops any word of kindness, consolation, affability and

.guidance

The word /maqfirat / (forgiveness), mentioned in the verse, is used in contrast with the

.rudeness of the needy people

In Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the commentary, (1) it is narrated from the holy Prophet of

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1375 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_38_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said

p: 38

Nur-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 1, p. 283 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1376 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


When a needy person asks you, do not interrupt his statement until he " 

completes it. Then, respond him calmly and politely, or give him what you

are able to spend, or return him agreeably, because the one may be an angel

who is commissioned to try you in order to see how you behave with the

. " blessings that Allah has bestowed upon you

****
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يذلاَْاوَ ِّنمَْلاِب  مْکُِتاقدَصَ  اوُلطِْبُت  اوُنمَا لا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   264

لِثَمَکَ هُُلثَمَفَ  رِخِلاْا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْی  سِاّنلا وَ لا  ءَائرِ  هَُلام  قُفِْنُی  يذَّلاکَ 

ادْلصَ هُکَرَتَفَ  لٌِباو  هَُباصاَفَ  بٌارُت  هِْیلَعَ  نٍاوْفصَ 

نَیرِفاکْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هُّللاوَ لا  اوُبسَکَ  امِّم  ْ ءٍ  یْش یلعَ  نَورُدِْقیَ  لا 

نِْم اتیبْثتَ  هِّللا وَ  تِاضرْمَ  ءَاغِتْبا  مُهَُلاوْماَ  نَوقُفِْنُی  نَیذَّلا  لُثَمَ  265 وَ 

لٌِباو اهَباصاَ  هٍوَْبرَِب  هٍَّنجَ  لِثَمَکَ  مْهِسِفُْناَ 

ٌّلطَفَ لٌِباو  اهْبصُِی  مَْل  نْاِفَ  نِْیفَْعضِ  اهلَکُُا  تْتَافَ 

رٌیصَب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  هُّللاوَ 

O' you who have Faith! do not nullify your charities by reproach and injury, like ." 264
the one who spends his property to be seen by people and does not believe in Allah

;and the last Day

so his likeness is as the likeness of a rock whereon is (a little) soil, then a heavy rain

.falls upon it and leaves it just a bare stone

They shall not be able to gain anything of what they have earned; and Allah does not

." guide the disbelieving people

But the likeness of those who spend their property to seek the pleasure of Allah, . " 265
and to strengthen their own souls, is as the likeness of a garden on a high ground,
upon which a heavy rain falls and it yields its fruit two-fold; but if a heavy rain does

." not fall upon it, then a light rain (is sufficient); and Allah sees what you do

Commentary: verse264-265

Charities should not be followed with reproach and injury

In the previous couple of verses, at first, this fact was pointed out that the believers

should not make their charities in the way of Allah
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invalid because of reproach and injury. Then, two interesting similitudes are

expressed upon those charities which are followed by reproach and injury and also

for hypocritical acts and ostentation, and those charities which are originated from

.loyalty and human sympathy

A similitude: a rock sown with seeds

.Consider a piece of rock covered with a little amount of dust

When it be sown with good seeds and exposed to fresh air and sunshine, and then, a
harsh rain falls upon it, the rain will surely washes out the thin dust from the rock and

.scatters the containg seed with the dust

Consequently, the hard inpenetrable rock, on which no plant can grow, appears with

its rough feature. This is not for that the fresh air, sunshine and falling rain have had a
bad effect. It is because the place where the seed was sown has been an

unappropriate place for the aim. Its appearance was adorned while its inner side was

an inpenetrable rough rock with a mere thin amount of dust over its surface. It is in a
state that plants and trees, besides having suitable conditions above the ground,

.need a good preparation under the ground for the roots in order to spread and feed

O' you who have Faith! do not nullify your charities by reproach and injury, like the " 
one who spends his property to be seen by people and does not believe in Allah and

;..." the last Day

The Qur'ān has likened the hypocritical deeds and charities followed with reproach

and injury, that which originate from the callous hearts, to a rock covered with a little

dust from which no profit can be gained. So, the efforts of the farmer and the sower

.will be wasted, too

so his likeness is as the likeness of a rock whereon is (a little) soil, then a heavy rain "...
.falls upon it and leaves it just a bare stone

They shall not be able to gain anything of what they have earned; and Allah does not

." guide the disbelieving people
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Another Interesting Similitude

Consider a green grass garden which is located on a high productive land and

benefited from fresh free air and sufficient sunshine. Useful downpour falls water it,
but when the rainfall is not
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enough, drizzles and drops of dew preserve the pleasantness and freshness of the

garden. As a result, such a garden usually yields its fruits two-fold more than the

other ordinary gardens. This sort of gardens, besides having productive land, enjoy of

dew and drizzles added to enough rainfalls. They have such a beautiful view that

attracts the attention of any visitor from the distance. They are also safe from the

.threat of floods

Those who give their wealth in charity for the sake of Allah`s pleasure and for

strengthening Faith and certainty in their hearts and souls, are like this garden which

.have a bountiful valuable product

But the likeness of those who spend their property to seek the pleasure of Allah, and " 
to strengthen their own souls, is as the likeness of a garden on a high ground, upon

which a heavy rain falls and it yields its fruit two-fold; but if a heavy rain does not fall

." upon it, then a light rain (is sufficient); and Allah sees what you do

****
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بٍانعْاَ لٍیخَن وَ  نِْم  هٌَّنجَ  هَُل  نَوکُتَ  نْاَ  مْکُدُحَاَ  ُّدوَیَاَ   266

تِارمََّثلا ِّلکُ  نِْم  اهیف  هَُل  رُاهْنلاَْا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ 

ءُآفعَضُ هٌَّیِّرذُ  هَُل  رُبَکِْلا وَ  هَُباصاَ  وَ 

تْقَرَتَحْافَ رٌان  هِیف  رٌاصعِْا  اهَباصاَفَ 

نَورَُّکفَتَتَ مْکَُّلعََل  تِایلاْا  مُکَُل  هُّللا  نُِّیبَُی  کَِلذکَ 

Would any of you like that there should be for him a garden of date palms and . " 266
vines beneath which rivers flow with all kinds of fruit for him therein, while he is

striken with old age, and he has feeble offspring, then a whirlwind with fire in it strikes

?and it gets burnt up

. " Thus Allah makes the signs clear to you, so that you may ponder

Commentary: verse 266

man is in need of righteous deeds

Another Similitude

In this verse, the Qur'ān expresses another interesting similitude to make manifest

that how seriously man is in need of righteous deeds on the Judgement Day, and how

.hypocrisy, reproach and injury ruin the charities and good deeds of man

The similitude of an old man

This similitude illustrates the view of an old man who possesses a green, fresh and

delightful garden with various trees such as date-palms, vines, etc. which are watered

continuously and do not need to be irrigated. There are some lazy, careless and weak

children around him whose means of earning life is the very garden. If this garden

.vanishes neither the old father nor the feeble children are able to reestablish it

It happens that suddenly a fiery hurricane blows upon it and burns it totally dry. How

does this old man feel when he has lost the strength of his youth, and who cannot
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earn his living from any other ways, while his children are feable, too ? And, what a
 ? deadly regret and grief may rush over him
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Would any of you like that there should be for him a garden of date palms and vines " 
beneath which rivers flow with all kinds of fruit for him therein, while he is striken with

old age, and he has feeble offspring, then a whirlwind with fire in it strikes and it gets

? ..." burnt up

The condition of a person who does a righteous work and then ruins it by hypocrisy,
reproach, and injury is similar to such an old man who has tolerated many tasks, but

when he is in dire need of the fruit of his efforts, all of them as a whole vanishes and

.leaves him alone with his grieves and regrets

In view of the fact that the source of all misfortunes, especially the foolish act of

reproach, whose benefit is a little but the loss of it is soon and great, originates from

the application of no wisdom, then, at the end of the verse, Allah invites people to

:contemplation and pondering. It says

. " Thus Allah makes the signs clear to you, so that you may ponder "...

****
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Verse 267, Arabic-English Text

Point

مُْتْبسَکَ ام  تِابِّیطَ  نِْم  اوقُفِْناَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   267

ضِرْلاَا نَِم  مْکَُل  انجْرَخْاَ  اّمِم  وَ 

هِیف اوضُمِْغُت  نْاَ  لاِّا  هِیذخِاِب  مُْتسَْل  نَوقُفِْنُت وَ  هُْنِم  ثَیبخَْلا  اومَُّمیَتَ  وَ لا 

دُیمحَ ٌّیِنغَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ 

O' you who have Faith! spend (in charity) of the good things that you have . " 267
earned, and of what We produce for you from the earth, and do not aim at what is

bad to spend thereof (in charity) while you yourselves would not accept it except that

." you connive at it, and know that Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy

:The Occasion of Revelation

It is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) that this verse was revealed about a group of

people who had earned some wealth from usury at the Age of Ignorance. They

usually spent out from it in charity in the way of Allah. Allah (S.W.T.) prohibited them

from that action and commanded them to spend out in charity from the good property

.they had earned

In Majma`-ul-Bayān Fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān, next to narrating this tradition, it quotes from

Amir-ul- Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) who said: " This verse has been revealed about those

who used to mix the dry and bony dates with good dates when they wanted to spend

.in charity." (1) They were, therefore, commanded not to do that action

These two occasions of revelation are never contradictory with each other. The verse

may have been revealed upon both groups, when one of which is due to spiritual

.goodness and the other concerns to the appearance and material goodness

****
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Commentary: verse 267

 ? What Kind of Property Can Be Given in Charity

In the previous verses, the effects of charity, the qualities of givers of charity, and the

deeds that may corrupt this godly action and ruin its reward were pointed out. In this

verse, the quality of the property, which is to be spent in charity, is explained. In the

first phrase of the verse, Allah commands believing people to spend from good of

.their wealth

O' you who have Faith! spend (in charity) of the good things that you have earned, " 
, ..." and of what We produce for you from the earth

The term /tayyib/, the plural of which is /tayyibāt/, in philology means: good, pleasant

and agreeable`. This meaning refers to both spiritual and material purity; i.e. to be

.clean inwardly and outwardly

That is, that part of wealth might be given in charity that is good, useful, and valuable.
.It must be free from any dubiosity and pollution, either

The above mentioned occasions of revelation attest to the generality of this meaning,
.too

The phrase: "...while you yourselves would not accept it except that you connive at

it,..." can not be taken as an evidence that the objective meaning here is exclusively

outward of cleanliness, because the believing persons also might not accept the

things which are apparently polluted or worthless, as well as the doubtful and

.disapproved materials, but with conniving at it and dislike

The Qur'ānic phrase: /mā kasabtum/ `that you have earned' refers to the commercial

incomes, while the phrase: /mimmā axrajnā / `what We produce' refers to the

incomes earned from farming, mines and subterranean sources. Thus, it envelops all

the kinds of income, because the source of all incomes of man is often from the earth

and its different issues . Even, the origin of industries, trades, and the like of them all is
the ground. However, this sentence indicates that all these merits are given you by
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Allah. Therefore, you ought not spare spending a part of it in charity in the way of

.Allah

and do not aim at what is bad to spend thereof (in charity) while you "...
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, ..." yourselves would not accept it except that you connive at it

Some of people have the habit of spending out in charity mostly from the worthless

and worn out things that they do not use any longer themselves. This kind of charities

are neither effective in growing spiritual training of the essence of humanity in the

giver of charity, nor is so useful to the needy. It can be counted sort of disgrace and

.scorn unto them, too

This sentence explicitly prohibits Muslims from doing that. It says how they spend in
charity from those things which they themselves do not like to accept, but hatefully.
Must their Muslim brothers, and beyond that, the Lord, in Whose way they spend out

 ? in charity, be considered, in their view, lower than themselves

Giving charities have two ends: the needy ones, and Allah

Indeed, the verse points to a precise fact. It is that the charities given in the way of

Allah have two ends. On one end there are the needy ones, and on the other end

there is Allah, for Whose sake the charity is spent. In this case, if the charity is taken

from the low and worthless things, from one hand, it is counted an aspertion to the

high rank of the Lord that the giver of charity has not regarded Him eligible for a

`good' thing . On the other hand, it is a disgrace to the needy ones who, in spite of

their poverty, mostly have a high level of faith and humanhood, whose soul may be

.injured because of such a disagreeable charity

By the way, it should be noted that the term /lā tayammamū / ` do not aim ' may be a
hint to this fact that can be something of undemanded quality which unattentively is
given among the material spent in charity. This aspect is not involved in the contents

.of this statement. The statement is about those who intentionally accomplish it

." and know that Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy "...

This sentence intends to say that you must be aware that the Lord in Whose way you

spend in charity is the One Who never needs your charity, and Who is worthy of all

.praise. It is He Who has bestowed the whole bounties upon you
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The term /hạmīd /, `praiseworthy, may be used in the sense of `adorer'; i.e., while He

is Self-Sufficient, He adores the charities you spend. Therefore, do try to spend out

.from good things in charity

p: 47
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ءِاشحْفَْلاِب مْکُرُُمأْیَ  رَْقفَْلا وَ  مُکُدُعِیَ  نُاطْیَّشلاَ   268

لاًضْفَ هُْنِم وَ  هًرَفِْغمَ  مْکُدُعِیَ  هُّللاوَ 

مٌیلعَ عٌسِاو  هُّللا  وَ 

Satan threatens you with poverty and enjoins you to indecency; but Allah . " 268
promises you forgiveness from Himself and abundance; and Allah is All-Embracing,

.All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 268

Satan threatens you of poverty when you decide to give charity

At first, the verse admonishes that when you decide to spend in charity or to pay your

alms, Satan threatens you of poverty, particularly if you want to give from your

worthy and considerable things mentioned in the previous verse. Many a time it

happens that this Satanic temptation hinders the act of giving charity and donation. It

may affect even on the payment of Alms, Khoms (one fifth levy), and other obligatory

.expendings

 ..." Satan threatens you with poverty " 

Allah awares man thereby that refraining from giving charity in awe of poverty is a

wrong imagination. It is one of the temptations of Satan. Avoiding from thinking that

:this Satanic temptation looks like a logical scare, it immediately says

; ..." and enjoins you to indecency "... 

Therefore, having awe of poverty and indigency in any condition is wrong, because

.Satan invites not save to falsehood and aberration

Basically, any thought which is disappointing, impedimental and short-sighted

originates from deviation from natural disposition and following the temptations of

Satan. But, any thought which is positive, instructive, and broad-sighted comes from

.the source of godly inspirations and the pure divine innate disposition
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Keeping in mind that the Satanic temptations are against the law of creation and

Allah's commandments and ordinances are paralleled and adapted to creation and

,dispostion, results to a notable livelihood
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.peacefulness and prosperity

..." but Allah promises you forgiveness from Himself and abundance "...

In Majma`-ul-Bayān a tradition is narrated about charity from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who

said: " Two things are from Allah and two things are from Satan. Those two from Allah

are forgiveness of sins and abundance in sustenance. And those two from Satan are

." promise to poverty and enjoinment to indecency

Abundance in wealth is under the cause of giving charity

Therefore, as Ibn-Abbas has quoted, the purpose of forgiveness is the forgiveness of

sins and the objective meaning of "abundance" is increase of wealth under the cause

(of giving charity. (1

It is interesting that Iman Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) is narrated who has said: "

When you are confronted with poverty, bargain with Allah through charity , (spend out

(in charity until you get free from poverty)."(2

The phrase: " Allah is All-Embracing " means that the Power of Allah is vast, and He is
.All-Knowing unto all affairs and details

****
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اریثکَ ارْیخَ  یَِتوُا  دْقَفَ  هَمَکْحِْلا  تَؤُْی  نْمَ  ءُاشیَ وَ  نْمَ  هَمَکْحِْلا  یِتؤُْی   269

بِابْللاَااوُلوُا لاِّا  رَُّکَّذیَ  ام  وَ 

He grants wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been granted wisdom, . " 269
;indeed has been given abundant good

." yet no one will mind but the possessors of intellects

Commentary: verse 269

The recognition between the Satanic temptations and godly inspirations

The Qur'ānic term /hịkmat/, here, has been rendered, into the sense of ` knowledge,
the cognition of secrects, awareness of facts, and reaching to reality '. Allah bestows it
upon some persons for the sake of their piety, purity and their strive. They recognize

.the difference between the Satanic temptations and godly inspirations, false and true

None can benefit from this privilege, which is abundant good, save those who possess

.proper intelligence

He grants wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been granted wisdom, indeed " 
." has been given abundant good; yet no one will mind but the possessors of intellects

The Arabic term /'albāb/ is the plural form of /lubb / in the sense of `heart, love,
intellect, and understanding'. Every man of wisdom is not counted among /'ulul 'albāb/,
because this title is termed for only those men of understanding who utilize their

.intellect definitely to find out the path of real happiness in their lives

However, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition has said that /hịkmat/ is `knowledge and

becoming learned in religion'; while another tradition indicates that / hịkmat / is

(obedience to Allah and knowing Imam. (1

****
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Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 86 1 - 1
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هُمُلَْعیَ هَّللا  َّناِفَ  رٍذَْن  نِْم  مُْترْذََن  وْاَ  هٍقَفََن  نِْم  مُْتْقفَْناَ  آم  270 وَ 

رٍاصْناَ نِْم  نَیمِلاظّلِل  ام  وَ 

ءَارقَفُْلا اهَوُتؤُْت  اهوفُخُْت وَ  نِْا  یَهِ وَ  امّعِِنفَ  تِاقدََّصلااودُْبُت  نِْا   271

مْکُِتائِّیسَ نِْم  مْکُْنعَ  رُِّفکَُی  مْکَُل وَ  رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ 

رٌیبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  هُّللاوَ 

And whatever you spend in charity, or (whatever) vow you vow, surely Allah . " 270
." knows it. While, there will be no helpers for the unjust

If you give alms openly, it is well; but if you hide it and give it to the poor, it is . " 271
better for you, and it will remove from you some of your sins; and Allah is aware of

." what you do

Commentary: verse 270-271

Point

,..." And whatever you spend in charity " 

Spending in charity, here, means whatever you spend in the way of Allah or in the way

.of Satan

,..." or (whatever) vow you vow "... 

Or, whatsoever you have made obligatory to yourself by the way of vow, whether it
.be alongside the path of obedience of Allah or for committing sins, He knows it

. ... " surely Allah knows it "... 

.Verily, your deed is not concealed to Allah, and He will reward you according to it

." While, there will be no helpers for the unjust "... 

'The objective meaning of `unjust
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The objective meaning of `unjust' here, is those who spend their wealth in the way of

disobedience of Allah and committing sins. They do not give the alms of their

property; or do not fulfil what they have vowed; or they vow to do that which is sin.
For such people, there will
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.be no friend who can save them from the Divine Judgment or prevent His punishment

****

If you give alms openly, it is well; but if you hide it and give it to the poor, it is better " 
for you, and it will remove from you some of your sins; and Allah is aware of what you

." do

giving alms hiddenly is better

That is, if you give your alms hiddenly to the indigents `it is better for you', viz., giving

alms hiddenly is better for you: and its due reward is better and more. The purpose of

alms that the concealment of which is better is the recommended alms, because

.making the obligatory alms manifest is more reasonable

****
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ءُاشیَ نْمَ  يدهْیَ  هَّللا  َّنکِلوَ  مْهُیدهُ  کَْیلَعَ  سَْیَل   272

مْکُسِفُْناَِلفَرٍْیخَ نِْم  اوقُفِْنُت  ام  وَ 

هِّللا هِجْوَ  ءَاغِتْبا  َّلاِا  نَوقُفِْنُت  ام  وَ 

نَومُلَظُْت مُْتْناَ لا  مْکُْیَلِا وَ  َّفوَُی  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  اوقُفِْنُت  ام  وَ 

It is not upon you to guide them (O' Muhammad), but Allah guides aright . " 272
.whomsoever He wills

And whatever of good you spend in charity shall be for your own selves; and you do

;not spend except seeking the pleasure of Allah

and whatever of good you spend shall be repaid to you in full and you shall not be

.dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 272

The verse was revealed upon giving charity to non-Muslims

In Majma`-ul-Bayān and Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr by Fakhr-Rāzī, there are cited some

occasions of revelation for the above mentioned verse which, on the whole, indicate

that Muslims were in doubt to give charity to the indigents of pagans and non-
Muslims. When they inquired about it from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), this verse

(was revealed. (1

:Explanations

Do not employ the abundance of giving charity and the economical pressure for - 1
bringing infidels towards the Faith " It is not upon you to guide them (O'

(,..." Muhammad

Serving the deprived is a human sympathy, as well as a duty , and generosity is a - 2
.value. Hence, do give charity to non- Muslims, too

Islam is a school of humanitarianism. It does not approve poverty and deprivation, - 3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1400 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_53_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.even for non-Muslims

The faith which be pretended under the pressure of economics - 4
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.is not worthy

Guidance is a divine success which encompasses only the receptive hearts - 5

." but Allah guides aright whomsoever He wills "... 

The consequence of charity returns to yourselves. It survives the spirit of - 6
generosity in you. It is through charity that the appearance of levels among groups of

people and social bursts can be prevented and, instead, love and kindness may grow

therein. However, in charity, there can be found not deprivation while there is

.immunity in it

;..." And whatever of good you spend in chairty, shall be for your own selves "... 

Do not spend out but for Allah, because, soon or late, all the worldly benefits and - 7
merits will be vanished, but if giving charity be done for the sake of Allah, it will remain

.forever and you will enjoy of its incomes

;..." and you do not spend except seeking the pleasure of Allah "... 

Be bountiful in spending out, since whatever you give in charity will come back to - 8
.you with no decrease

,..." and whatever of good you spend shall be repaid to you in full "... 

If you accomplish something for Allah, you will obtain your reward whether a - 9
.Muslim or a pagan enjoys of it

." and you shall not be dealt with unjustly "... 

****
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یِف ابرْضَ  نَوعُیطتَسْیَ  هِّللا لا  لِیبسَ  یف  اورُصِحُْا  نَیذَّلا  ءِارقَفُْلِل   273

نَوُلئَسْیَ مْهُمیسِب لا  مْهُُفرِْعتَ  فُِّفعََّتلا  نَِم  ءَایِنغْاَ  لُهِاجْلا  مُهُُبسَحْیَ  ضِرْلاَا 

مٌیلعَ هِب  هَّللا  َّناِفَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  اوقُفِْنُت  ام  افاحْلِا وَ  سَاّنلا 

Charity is) for the poor who are restrained in the way of Allah, and are unable to . " ) 273
move about in the land. The unaware consider them wealthy because of their

(. restraint (from begging

.You shall recognize them by their countenance they do not beg people importunately

." And whatever of good things you give, then Allah is All-Knowing of it

Commentary: verse 273

Companions of the Ledge

In some commentary books such as: Tafsīr-Kabīr by Fakhr Rāzī, Majma`-ul-Bayān,
and Tafsīr-il-Gurtubī, it is cited that this verse has been revealed about the

Companions of the Ledge. They were about four hundred people who had emigrated

to Medina. Since they had not any house and familiars there, they used to live on a

large platform in a corner of the Prophet's Mosque. They were always ready for

.(Jihād), struggle in the way of Allah

Explanations of the verse

.There is a portion for the indigents in the wealth of the rich . 1

..." Charity is) for the poor " )

The martial-blow groups, devotees in force bases, shelterless emigrants and, on . 2
the whole, all those who are besieged in the way of Allah and have not the opportunity

of trying to earn the living should be taken into necessary consideration. The scientific

.missions, diplomatic corps, and research centers are in the similar condition, too

Charity is) for the poor who are restrained in the way of Allah, and are unable to " )
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...." move about in the land

Those who are able to earn their living by travelling about . 3
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.should not stay and abide in one land waiting for the charity of others

...." and are unable to move about in the land "... 

(. The immaculate, pious and respectable poor ones are praised by Allah (s.w.t . 4

.The gentle-looking and undistinguished needy ones have priority . 5

The unaware consider them wealthy because of their restraint (from begging). You "... 
: ..." shall recognize them by their countenance

They do not insist on begging from other people even when there comes forth a . 6
.necessity for them

..." they do not beg people importunately "... 

The feature of the indigent persons is illustrated, in this verse; and in the final . 7
.sentence, people are encouraged to spending out good things

." And whatever of good things you give, then Allah is All-Knowing of it "... 

It is not just that some people devote their selves and what they have in the cause . 8
.of Allah while some others impose insularity even in giving charity in that way

****
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هًیَِنلاعَ ارّسِ وَ  رِاهَّنلاوَ  لِْیَّلاِب  مْهَُلاوْماَ  نَوقُفِْنُی  نَیذَّلاَ   274

مْهِِّبرَ دَْنعِ  مْهُرُجْاَ  مْهُلَفَ 

نَوُنزَحیَ مْهُ  مْهِْیلَعَ وَ لا  فٌوْخَ  وَ لا 

Those who spend their property by night and day, secretly and openly, for them ." 274
shall be their reward with their Lord, and no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they

." grieve

Commentary: verse 274

.( The verse has been revealed about Hadrat Ali (a.s

In some commentary books, like Tafsīr-us-̣Sạ̄fī, Majma`-ul-Bayān, Tafsīr-ul-Qurtubī,
Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr by Fakhr Rāzī, it is cited that this verse has been revealed about

Hadrat Ali (a.s.). Once it happened that he had only four silver coins when he spent out

in charity one coin in daytime, one coin at night, the third coin openly and the fourth

.coin hiddenly in the way of Allah

Those who spend their property by night and day, secretly and openly, for them " 
,..." shall be their reward with their Lord

But, in addition to the above mentioned occasion of revelation, the promise of this

.holy verse covers all those who act similarly to that

Such people neither scare of poverty in the world, because they believe in the

promises of Allah and trust in Him, nor become grievous because of charity, since they

are attentive to obtaining the pleasure of Allah and what the action of giving charity

.will bring forth for them in the Hereafter

In another occasion in this very current Sura,(1) too, the givers of charity are stated

.about

." and no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve "... 
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****
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مُوقُیَ امکَ  لاِّا  نَوُموقُیَ  اوبِّرلا لا  نَوُلکُأْیَ  نَیذَّلاَ   275

ِّسمَْلا نَِم  نُاطیَّشلا  هُطَُّبخَتَیَ  يذَّلا 

اوبِّرلا لُْثِم  عُْیبَْلا  امََّنِا  اوُلاق  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِلذ 

هِّبرَ نِْم  هٌظَعِوْمَ  هُءَاج  نْمَفَ  اوبِّرلا  مََّرحَ  عَْیبَْلا وَ  هُّللا  َّلحَاَ  وَ 

دَاع نْمَ  هِّللا وَ  یَلِا  هُرُْماَ  فَلَسَ وَ  ام  هُلَفَ  یهتَْنافَ 

نَودُِلاخ اهیف  مْهُرِاّنلا  بُاحصْا  کَِئلواُِف 

Those who devour usury will not rise up save like such the one whom Satan has . " 275
confounded with the touch of madness. That is because they say: `Bargaining is just

.like usury', whereas Allah has permitted bargaining and forbidden usury

Hence, whoever receives an admonition from his Lord, then desists, for him shall be

.what has already passed, and his affair rests with Allah

And whoever reverts (to usury) then they are the inhabitants of the Fire, wherein shall

." they abide forever

Commentary: verse 275

Usurers are like mad persons

In Arabic philology, the word /ribā/ (usury) means `an excess, an addition'. Usurers

have been likened to the persons whom Satan has driven them mad. On the Day of

Judgement, usurers will be raised like mad ones, because they have such an unjust

manner in this world.Mammonism makes their eyes of intellect blind. By their action,
they produce difference of levels in the society, because they do not even think of

sympathy, emotions and humanitarianism. They go so far that poverty and hatred

.cause a burst in the society so that the principle of possession becomes unstable, too

Those who devour usury will not rise up save like such the one whom Satan has " 
...." confounded with the touch of madness
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Another point is that: to some persons, usury seems a principle, too. Hence, they say

:that bargaining and usury are the same. As the verse says

." whereas Allah has permitted bargaining and forbidden usury "... 

Explanations of the verse

Point

The usurers are deprived from equilibrium and, consequently, they disturb the . 1
.economical equilibrium of the society

.The justification of sin pave the way for more committing sins . 2

,..." That is because they say: ` Bargaining is just like usury "... 

It can be spared for those who are not aware of it, but not at all for those who know . 3
.it and persist on doing it

, ..." And whoever reverts (to usury) then they are the inhabitants of the Fire "... 

Objecting on usury began through verses of the Qur'ān revealed from before the

Prophet's Emigration. For example, in Sura Ar-Rūm, which was revealed in Mecca, a
verse about usury says: "... but it increases not with Allah, ..." (1) Then, in Sura 'AĀl-i-
`Imraān, No. 3 Allah commands: "... Devour not interest ...",(2) which means usury is

.prohibited

Thus the most criticism and prohibition have occurred in these verses of Sura Al-
.Baqarah

By the way, the Qur'ān through the statement: "And, (for) taking interest, though

indeed forbidden were they against it ..." (3) announces that usury had been forbidden

(in the Jewish religion, too. This prohibition is stated in Turah manifestly. (4

In Sura Al-Baqarah, the verses of usury have occurred next to the verses of charity in
order to state the two aspects of good and evil which may come forth by means of
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wealth. Charity is a `giving' without recompense, but usury is a `taking' without

recompense. In contrast to the good effects that charity has in the society, usury

creates evil effects

p: 59
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therein. That is why the Qur'ān, in the next verse, says: "Allah effaces usury and He

(causes charities to flourish, ...". (1

The threats that are cited in the Qur'ān against taking interest in usury and accepting

the dominance of illegitimate rulers, are such that they are not cited against even

murder, oppression, drinking wine, gambling, and fornication. Therefore the

prohibition of usury has been decidedly considered as a great sin by all Islamic

.parties

Hence, whoever receives an admonition from his Lord, then desists, for him shall "... 
. ..." be what has already passed, and his affair rests with Allah

Traditions upon usury

It is narrated in a tradition that when Imam Sādiq (a.s.) was informed that so and so

(was a usurer, he said: " If I were allowed by Allah I would behead him." (2

It happened that Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s) met a usurer. He (a.s.) wanted him to

repent from his action. When he repented Ali (a.s.) let him go and told him: " The

usurer must be made repent from his action just like that a person is made repent

 ". from polytheism

It is narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said: " The worst income is (the interest of)
(usury." (3

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: " When Allah wills to destroy a town, usury

appears therein." (4)"And, Allah has cursed usurer, his agent, and the writer of usury."
((5

Shaykh Mufīd has cited in his book:(6) "Whoever considers usury lawful, should be

." beheaded

Imam Sādiq (a.s), stating the reason of repetition of the verses of usury in the Qur'ān,
says: " It is for making the rich prepared to do works of benevolence and spending

charities; because, on one hand, usury is unlawful (hạrām), and, on the other hand,
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compiling wealth as a file is also unlawful. Then, there remains no remedy for the rich

(but charity and productive useful jobs." (7
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Also, upon the motive of the prohibition of usury, it is said that since usury is a kind of

hinder for money to be used in the way of production and works of public utility, and,
instead of effort and endeavour, only the interest of money is enjoyed, then usury has

.become forbidden

Again, it is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who have said: " If usury were permitted

((hạlāl), people would leave their businesses and trade."(1

It is also narrated from Imam Ridā (a.s.) who said: "If usury becomes prevalent, the

(loan giving will disappear." (2

:At the end of the verse, it says

And whoever reverts (to usury) then they are the inhabitants of the Fire, wherein "... 
." shall they abide forever

The word /`āda/ `returns', here, means that those who do not return from usury and

commit again devouring interest, will be the inhabitants of the Fire of Hell and they will

.remain there for ever

:The Disadvantages of Usury

Taking additional money, without performing any useful work, is unjust and it is

overburdening, which causes hatred and enmity. The giver of interest sometimes has

to fail and, as a result of debts that increases progressively, accepts kinds of disgrace

.and captivity

Usury disturbs the equilibrium of the society and causes it to be divided into two poles:
.the oppressors and the oppressed

.Usury is the reason of prayers to be invalid

Regarding these destructive causes, not only in the religion of Islam, but also in all

heavenly religions, usury has been forbidden. But, clinging to few pretexts, some

worldly people try to justify usury or try to find a way of fly. Yet, usury has certainly its
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own destructive effects, though some social groups have accepted it in their own

.economical system

Usury is an injustice and its disavantages encompass those who
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apply it. The progress of the western communities is because of their attentiveness to

.science and industry, not because of usury

By the way, usurers should be aware of the warnings of the Qur'ān. (Applying to legal

tricks, like the Jews who did for going fishing on Saturday, is only a sort of game.). The

.Qur'ān has not been heedless of such games and has criticized them

trading without knowing its laws is falling into usury

Also, since economic affairs may attract people into the trap of usury, there is a

tradition which says: " He who begins trading without knowing (the religious laws of

(trading), will be involved in usury". (1

****
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مٍیثاَ رٍافّکَ  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِی  هُّللاوَ لا  تِاقدََّصلا  یِبرُْی  اوبِّرلا وَ  هُّللا  قُحَمْیَ   276

Allah effaces usury and He causes charities to flourish, and Allah does not love . " 276
." any ungrateful sinner

Commentary: verse 276

Discription about usury

The Arabic word /mahq̣/ means `effacement, obliteration, erasure', and the term

/muhạ̄q/, from the same root, is used for the moon when it disappears by the nights at

the end of the lunar month. Then the term /ribā/ `usury interest', with the sense of

.gradual increase, is applied in the opposite correspondence

This verse admonishes that though a usurer takes interest from others in order to

compile wealth, Allah seizes the abudance and good results that he expects from the

.gross of wealth gained through usury

The property resulted from usury may not necessarily be obliterated itself, but the

.goals, which are considered from compiling wealth, fail

 ..." Allah effaces usury " 

In the course of usury, there is no love, happiness, and security, so that many a rich

person can gain no sort of confort, peace, or amiability from their wealth. On the

contrary, in the regulations, where there is charity, or donation and good loan, people

enjoy of many favours. In such societies, the poor are not disappointed, and the rich

are not encountered with callousness of the heart and do not mind the multiplication

of wealth. So, in these regulations, the deprive do not think of revenge, theft, and the

like, and the rich are not anxious about guarding and protecting their properties. This

society will have a relative equilibrium accompanied with kindness, compassion,
.security and mutual understanding

, ..." and He causes charities to flourish "... 

In Tafsīr Kabīr by Fakhr Raāzī, it is cited that when usurer obliterates equilibrium,
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compassion, and human justice from him, his self and his property will be cursed by

the poor, and every moment hatred, plot and theft threaten him. This is an example of

.that effacement which is stated in the verse

p: 63
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Explanations of the verse

Do not note and gaze at only the apparent growth of wealth. " Allah effaces usury . 1
..."

Sustenance is with Allah. The possessor of wealth may be deprived of welfare while . 2
.the poor may often live in the best state of peace of mind

Usurer is the one who is very ungrateful, and sin has settled in his soul: " ungrateful . 3
sinner ". By taking interest, he makes himself debtful to people. He makes his

livelihood unlawful for himself, and also he nullifies his worships. He lets callousness,
.greed and avarice dominate over him

." and Allah does not love any ungrateful sinner "... 

.Yes, He is a very ungrateful, as well as a sinner

To efface the wealth emerging from usury is Allah's way of treatment which will be . 4
continued forever. The reference for this meaning is the Qur'ānic word /yamhaqu/
`efface' where the present tense of which, in Arabic, denotes the continuity of the

.verb

****
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هَوکَّزلااوُتَا هَولَّصلا وَ  اوُماقاَ  تِاحِلاصّلا وِ  اوُلمِعَ  اوُنمَا وَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا   277

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  مْهِْیلَعَ وَ لا  فٌوْخَ  مْهِِّبرَ وَ لا  دَْنعِ  مْهُرُجْاَ  مْهَُل 

Verily, those who have faith, and do righteous works, and establish prayer, and . " 277
pay the poor-rates, for them shall be their reward with their Lord, and no fear shall be

". upon them, nor shall they grieve

Commentary: verse 277

Some qualities of the believers

Opposite to the manner of the usurers who are `ungrateful sinners', this verse

portrates the future of the believers, those who do righteous deeds, establish

.prayers, and pay the poor-rates

:People are divided into four categories

.A group of people believe in truth and do righteous works. These are the believers . 1

There are some people who neither believe nor do righteous deeds. These are . 2
.infidels

.Some people believe, but do not work righteously. These are the mischievous ones . 3

There are some people who have not faith but they apparently do good deeds. . 4
.These are hypocrites

Separate from usurers, who have taken apart from the Lord and human beings, there

are some believers who have faith, do righteous actions, and have relevance with

Allah by the way of prayer. They communicate with people through paying the poor-
.rates

Verily, those who have faith, and do righteous works, and establish prayer, and pay " 
the poor-rates, for them shall be their reward with their Lord, and no fear shall be

". upon them, nor shall they grieve
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****
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اوبِّرلا نَِم  یَقَِب  ام  اورُذَ  هَّللا وَ  اوقَُّتا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلااهَُّیاَ  ای   278

نَینِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا 

O' you who have Faith! be in awe of Allah, and forgo what remains (due to you) of . " 278
." usury, if you are faithful

Commentary: verse 278

Interests of usury must be abondon

It is cited in some commentary books, such as: Majma`-ul-Bayān, Al-Mīzān, and

Marāqī, that when the verse upon the prohibition of usury was revealed, some of the

companions of the prophet (p.b.u.h.), like Khālid-ibn-Walīd, Abbas, and Uthmān, had

claimed some amount of interest from people. They asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about

.their claims, when the above mentioned verse was revealed

:After the revelation of this verse, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

My uncle, Abbas, is not rightful to demand interest either." Then, the Messenger of"

Allah added: " First of all, my relatives must abandon usury". He also in a sermon said:
" I put all the interests of usury (belonging to) the age of ignorant under my feet, and

(the first one I put is the interest of Abbas." (1

Explanations for the verse

The requisite of faith is to dispense with the rights of others and the prohibited . 1
.wealth

." if you are faithful "... 

The sign of piety is giving up the unlawful commodity. " O' you who have Faith! be in . 2
, ..." awe of Allah, and forgo what remains (due to you) of usury

****

p: 66

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1422 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_66_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Fi Zilal-il-Quran, vol. 1, p. 486 1 - 1
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سُؤُرُ مْکُلَفَ  مُْتْبُت  نِْا  هِلوسُرَ وَ  هِّللا وَ  نَِم  بٍرْحَِب  اوُنذَأْفَ  اوُلعَْفتَ  مَْل  نْاِفَ   279

نَومُلَظُْت نَومُِلظْتَ وَ لا  مْکُِلاوْماَ لا 

But if you do (it) not, then be you apprised for war from Allah and His Apostle, and . " 279
if you repent, you shall have your capital; (thus) deal you not unjustly (with others),

." nor you be dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 279

In Islam, neither usury and taking undue gains are allowed nor can the property of

.people be confiscated unilaterally

In some governmental regulations, ownership is abrogated and all properties are

forcefully taken from their possessors. In some other ones exploitation, devouring

.other's rights, and usury, in any form, is free

Explanations for the verse

Usurer is a fighter against Allah. Any usurer would know that, in this battlefield, he . 1
(who is a feeble and contemptible mortal) is on one side, and Allah, the Almighty, is on

.the other side

, ..." But if you do (it) not, then be you apprised for war from Allah and His Apostle " 

Since usurer is a fighter against Allah, it is to the Islamic Government, as a duty, to . 2
.take action against usurers

.The right of usurer is to be content with only the capital, without any interest . 3

 ..." you shall have your capital "... 

Both being oppressor and oppressive are condemmed. Neither accept oppresion . 4
.nor be an oppressor

." thus) deal you not unjustly (with others) nor you be dealt with unjustly "... )
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.Beware not to spare the principle of ownership of people for rescuing the deprived . 5

****
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مْکَُل رٌْیخَ  اوُقَّدصَتَ  نْاَ  هٍرَسَْیمَ وَ  یلِا  هٌرَظِنَفَ  هٍرَسْعُ  وذُ  نَاک  نِْا  280 وَ 

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نِْا 

And if (the debtor) is in straitness, then grant a respite until the time of ease; and . " 280
." if you remit it as charity it is better for you, if you but know

Commentary: verse 280

Concerning this verse, it is necessary to note that although giving a respite to the

debtor is recommended, here, the debtor should not misuse this matter, because if he

.delays paying his debt without having any plausible excuse, he is counted a sinner

An Islamic narration says that those who do not pay their debt without any excuse will

be recorded sinful the same as it is recorded for a thief ; and for the givers of respite,
.a reward will be recorded similar to that of martyrs

Explanations for the verse

Point

Not only do refrain from taking interest, but also give a respite for taking the capital, . 1
.even

The capability of the debtor is the base for the length of time in repayment of the . 2
.debt

; ..." then grant a respite until the time of ease "... 

.Islam is a supporter for the indigent . 3

, ..." And if (the debtor) is in straitness " 

Remittal, due to the insolvent debtor, is better for you, because it may happen that . 4
.you will be in the same situation in future

, ..." and if you remit it as charity it is better for you "... 
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Taking the capital will be forgotten, but remittal to an insolvent debtor will never be . 5
.forgetable

Gaining the indigent's consent and the pleasure of Allah are much better than . 6
.gaining wealth
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." if you but know "... 

Giving respite to the debtor

In religious jurisprudence, putting the excused debtor in prison is forbidden. In . 7
cases that a debtor is not really able to pay his debt, it is to the Islamic government to

.pay that debt

In Islamic literature, it is said that every day that the debtor is given respite, the . 8
reward of the charity of the same amount of money is to Allah to be recorded for the

(creditor." (1

****
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تْبَسَکَ ام  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  یّفوَُت  َّمُث  هِّللا  یَلِا  هِیف  نَوعُجَرُْت  اموْیَ  اوقَُّتاوَ   281

نَومُلَظُْی مْهُ لا  وَ 

And be in awe of a Day in which you shall be returned to Allah, and every one . " 281
." shall be paid in full what the one has earned; and they shall not be dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 281

Point

After stating some particular characteristics of the divine ordinances and Islamic

affairs, the normatic custom of the Qur'ān is that it often brings a general, common

and inclusive notification forth at the end of a group of verses in order to emphasize

and strengthen what has been cited before, and in order that the senses penetrate in
.the mind and spirit

Therefore, in this verse, having attracted the attentions of the believers to the

Resurrection and the chastisement of the wrong doers there, it warns them to be

aware that there is a great Day in front when all the actions of every person, without

.anything less or more, totally will be given to him

, ..." And be in awe of a Day in which you shall be returned to Allah " 

It is at that time that the one will terribly wonder about the consequence of his evil

deeds. They are the fruit of what he himself has produced. No one has done unjust

.against him, but he himself has done wrong against himself

and every one shall be paid in full what the one has earned, and they shall not be "... 
." dealt with unjustly

However, usury has ethically a very bad effect on the spirit of the debtor so that he

finds a special spite in his heart against the usurer. It slackens the cord of social

.cooperation and mutual assistance amongst the members of communities

Some traditions upon usury and usurers
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In Islamic narrations it is cited upon the prohibition of usury that Hushām-ibn-Sālim

has narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: "Verily, Allah, Almighty and Glorious,
has forbidden usury so that people do
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(not avoid of doing good work."(1

Ibn-Mas`ūd narrated from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) who said: " There have - 1
not been usury and fornication in no community save that they have incured the

(punishment of Allah upon themselves."(2

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " O' people! learn the jurisprudence and the - 2
laws of the religion at first, then go after trading. By Allah, usury is found in this so that

(it is more concealed than the movement of an ant over a hard smooth stone."(3

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: " On the Day of Judgement, three persons are in the shelter - 3
of Allah, Almighty and Glorious, until the one becomes free from the Divine reckoning:
1) The person who has never taken action in fornication; 2) The person who has never

mixed his property with usury; and 3) The person who has never had any effort in

(usury and fornication."(4

(The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " The business being in usury is the worst jobs." (5 - 4

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: " Beware that certainly usury is an unlawful job which causes - 5
shame and disgrace. It is among the great sins for which Allah has promised the Fire

of Hell upon the executor, and we refuge to Allah from the Fire of Hell. And, according

(to all prophets and all the heavenly Books, usury is unlawful. (6

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: " Most of my anxiety about my Ummah is for - 6
(the unlawful jobs and unlawful incomes."(7

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " The worshipper who does not avoid unlawful - 7
(wealth and unlawful food, is like the one who builds upon a sandy land."(8

Jābir said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) cursed the usurer, the writer of it, and its - 8
(witness."(9

.A similar tradition to the above one is mentioned in Sahịh-i-Bukhārī, section 3, p. 78 - 9
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Arabic text of verse 282

هُوُبُتکْافَ یمسَُم  لٍجَاَ  یلِا  نٍْیدَِب  مُْتْنیَادتَ  اذِا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای   282

بَُتکْیَ نْاَ  بٌِتاک  بَأْیَ  لِدْعَْلاِب وَ لا  بٌِتاک  مْکُنَْیَب  بُْتکْیَْلوَ 

هَُّبرَ هََّللا  قَِّتیَْلوَ  ُّقحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  يذَّلا  لِِلمُْیْلوَ  بُْتکْیَْلفَ  هُّللا  هُمََّلعَ  امکَ 

ائْیشَ هُْنِم  سْخَْبیَ  وَ لا 

افیعضَ وْاَ  اهیفسَ  ُّقحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  يذَّلا  نَاک  نْاِفَ 

لِدْعَْلاِب هُُّیِلوَ  لِْلمُْیْلفَ  وَهُ  َّلمُِی  نْاَ  عُیطتَسْیَ  وْاَ لا 

نِْیلَجُرَ انوکُیَ  مَْل  نْاِفَ  مْکُِلاجرِ  نِْم  نِْیدَیهشَ  اودُهِشْتَسْاوَ 

ءِآدهَُّشلا نَِم  نَوْضَرْتَ  نَّْمِم  نِاتاَرَْماوَ  لٌجُرَفَ 

يرخْاُْلا امَهُیدحِْا  رَِّکذَُتفَ  امهُیدحِْا  َّلضِتَ  نْاَ 

اوعُدُ ام  اذِا  ءُآدهَُّشلا  بَأْیَ  وَ لا 

هِلجَاَ یلِا  اریبکَ  وْاَ  اریغصَ  هُوُبُتکْتَ  نْاَ  اومُئَسْتَ  وَ لا 

اوُباترْتَ لاّاَ  یندْاَ  هِدَاهَّشلِل وَ  مُوَْقاَ  هِّللادَْنعِ وَ  طُسَْقاَ  مْکُِلذ 

اهوُبُتکْتَلاّاَ  ٌ حٌنجُ  ْ مْکْیلَعَ سَْیلَفَ   ْ مْکنَْیَباهَنورُیدُت  ً هًرضِاح  ً هًراجِت نَوکُتَ  نْاَ  لاِّا 

دٌیهشَ بٌِتاکَّراضُی وَ لا  مُْتْعیَابتَ وَ لا  اذِا  اودُهِشْاَ  وَ 

هُّللا مُکُمُِّلعَُی  هَّللا وَ  اوقَُّتاوَ  مْکُِب  قٌوسُُف  هَُّناِفَ  اوُلعَْفتَ  نِْا  وَ 

مٌیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکَُب  هُّللاوَ 

****
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O' you who have Faith ! when you contract a debt for a stated term, then write it . " 282
down; and let a scribe write it down justly between you, and no scribe may refuse to

;write as Allah has taught him

so let him write, and let the one who incurs the debt dictate and he should be in awe of

.Allah, his Lord, and not diminish anything from it

,And if he who owes the debt is unsound in understanding

,or weak (mentally), or if he is not able to dictate himself

then let his guardian dictate justly; and call to witness from among your men, two

;witnesses

but if two men are not available, then a man and two women from among those

whom you approve as witnesses; so that if either of the two women errs, the other

will remind her; and the witnesses should not refuse (to evidence) whenever they are

.summoned

And be not averse to writing it down, be the transaction small or big, with its fix term.
That is more equitable in Allah's sight and more proper for testimony, and the surest

way of avoiding doubt among yourselves; unless it is ready merchandise which you

.handle between yourselves, then there is no sin on you not to write it down

.And have witnesses when you are trading one with another

And let no harm be done to a scribe or witness; and if you do, that is transgression on

.your part

." Be in awe of Allah, and Allah teaches you, and Allah is All-Knowing of all things

Commentary: verse 282

Commercial Documents in the Qur'ān

After stating ordinances of charity given in the way of Allah, and the problem of usury,
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this verse, which is the longest verse of the Qur'ān, expresses some ordinances upon

the commercial and economical affairs in order that the capitals gain their natural

.growth and no difficulty or conflict comes forth for people

There are nineteen significant instructions about financial communication and trading

in this verse which are dealt with in the
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.following

The exixstence of 19 different ordinances in the verse

:In the first ordinance it says . 1

O' you who have Faith! when you contract a debt for a stated term, then write it " 
;..." down

This meaning, however, makes the problem of loan clear, too, saying that it is

permitted, as well as appointing a time for the loan. The verse under discussion

includes the whole debts which are found in bargains, like: a time-bargain, purchases

.on credit, and the loan itself

Then, to create more confidence, and that the contracts to be safe from the . 3 2
:probable interference from the side of either of the parties, it says

..." and let a scribe write it down just between you "... 

.Thus, contracts must be arranged by a third person who is just

.The person who is able to write must not refrain from writing . 4

;..." and no scribe may refuse to write as Allah has taught him "... 

That is, for the sake of that blessing which Allah has bestowed upon him, he should

not flee from performing that writing of contract, and he must help the two sides of

.the bargaining in this essential problem

..." So let him write, and let the one who incurs the debt dictate . "... 5

...." and he should be in awe of Allah, his Lord, and not diminish it . "... 6

And if he who owes the debt is unsound in understanding, or weak (mentally), or if . "... 7
..." he is not able to dictate himself, then let his guardian dictate

The Guardian should also observe justice in dictating and confessing the debt of . 8
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.those who are under his guardianship

..." justly "...

:Then it adds that besides that beware . 9

;..." and call to witness from among your men, two witnesses "... 

from among your men,...", means that, these two men should be both `grown . "... 10,11
'. up' and `Muslim

..." but if two men are not available, then a man and two women . "... 12

;..." from among those whom you approve as witnesses . "... 13
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In the case that witnesses are two men, either of them can bear witness . 14
independently. But when the witnesses are two women and a man, those two women

 : must bear witness with together

;..." so that if either of the two women errs, the other will remind her "... 

It is for the reason that women, because of the strong emotions they have, may be

.affected by some factors and deviate from the right path

:One of the ordinances upon this subject is that . 15

.and the witnesses should not refuse (to evidence) whenever they are summoned "... 
..."

Therefore, bearing witness is obligatory, when the invitation for the matter comes

.forth

Debt should be written done whether it is small or big, because the safety of the . 16
economical relations, which Islam means, requires that, even in the contracts

concerning the small debts, the documents be written, too. That is for the same

:reason that the next sentence of the verse says

And be not averse to writing it down, be the transaction small or big, with its fix "... 
. ..." term

:Then, it adds

That is more equitable in Allah's sight and more proper for testimony, and the "... 
;..." surest way of avoiding doubt among yourselves

This sentence, in fact, is a hint to the philosophy of the above mentioned ordinances

about writing transactional documents. It vividly shows that these recorded

.documents can be applied by the judge as witnesses and proofs

:Then, one aspect is exceptionally separated from this ordinance, when it says . 17
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unless it is ready merchandise which you handle between yourselves, then there is "...
..." no sin on you not to write it down

In cash transactions, though arranging and writing document is not necessary, still . 18
calling to witnesses is better for them, because it can prevent the probable future

:disputes. So, it says

...." And have witnesses when you are trading one with another "... 

:For the last ordinance mentioned in this verse, it says . 19
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;..." And let no harm be done to a scribe or witness "... 

:Then, it is added

...." and if you do, that is transgression on your part "... 

Finally, after mentioning all these ordinances, the Qur'ān invites people to piety,
:virtue, and obedience to Allah, saying

,..." be in awe of Allah "... 

Next to that, it reminds that whatever is necessary for your material and spiritual life,
:Allah teaches you

,..." and Allah teaches you "...

The occurrence of the above two phrases beside each other indicates that piety and

worshipping Allah have a deep effect in appearing insight, cognizance and the

.increase of knowledge

And, He is aware of everything that is good or evil for people. So, He determines what

.is good and appropriate for them

. " and Allah is All-Knowing of all things "... 

****
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هٌضَوُبْقمَ نٌاهرِفَ  ابِتاک  اودُجِتَ  مَْل  رٍفَسَ وَ  یلعَ  مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  283 وَ 

هَُّبرَ هَّللا  قَِّتیَْلوَ  هُتََناماَ  نَمُِتؤْا  يذَِّلا  ِّدؤَُیْلفَ  اضْعَب  مْکُضُْعَب  نَِماَ  نْاِفَ 

هُُبْلقَ مٌِثا  هَُّناِفَ  اهمُْتکْیَ  نْمَ  هَدَاهَّشلا وَ  اومُُتکْتَ  وَ لا 

مٌیلعَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَب  هُّللاوَ 

.And if you are on a journey and you do not find a scribe . " 283

then take a pledge with possession. But if one of you entrusts to another, then he who

.is trusted should pay back his trust; and let him be in awe of Allah, his Lord

And do not conceal testimony, and whoever conceals it, then surely his heart is sinful;

." and Allah is all-Knowing of what you do

Commentary: verse 283

With stating some more ordinances upon the problem of commercial documents

here, this verse, in fact, can be a complement to the previous one. The ordinances are

:as follows

And if you are on a journey and you do not find a scribe, then take a pledge with . " 1
...." possession

Of course, when the matter happens at home and there is not any scribe available

.either, sufficing to pledge is allowed

The pledge should certainly be taken in possession of the creditor so that there can . 2
:be felt an authority of confidence. It says

. ..." then take a pledge with possession "... 

:Then, as an exception for the ordinances stated in the earlier verses, it says . 3

But if one of you entrusts to another, then he who is trusted should pay back his "... 
...." trust; and let him be in awe of Allah, his Lord
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It is interesting that the claim of the creditor is stated as a deposit wherein treachery

.is a great sin

Then, addressing all people, the Qur'ān ordains an inclusive . 4
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:instruction upon bearing witness. It says

And do not conceal testimony, and whoever conceals it, then surely his heart is "... 
;..." sinful

Thus, those who are cognizant of the rights of others have a duty to attend to bear

.witness when they are summoned and they should not conceal it

Since concealing testimony and refraining from bearing witness is done by mind and

heart, it is introduced by the Qur'ān as a sin of heart, and it says he who does it his

.heart is sinful

Then, at the end of the verse, to emphasize and to attract the attentions better to the

protection of deposits, delivering the rights of others, and stopping the concealment

:of testimony, the Qur'ān warns by saying

." and Allah is All-Knowing of what you do "... 

People may not know which person is able to bear witness and who is not. Or, people

may not know who the creditor is and who the debtor is in the case where there is not

any pledge. But Allah knows everything and rewards everyone according to his / her

.own deeds

****
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وْاَ مْکُسِفُْناَ  یف  ام  اودُْبُت  نِْا  ضِرْلاَا وَ  یِف  ام  تِاومَّسلا وَ  یِف  ام  هِّلِل   284

ءُاشیَ نْمَ  بُِّذعَُی  ءُاشیَ وَ  نْمَِل  رُفِْغیَفَ  هُّللا  هِِب  مْکُْبسِاحُی  هُوفُخُْت 

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش ِّلکُ  یلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth; and . " 284
.whether you reveal what is in your minds or hide it, Allah will call you to account for it

Then He will forgive whom He wills, and will punish whom He wills; and Allah is All-
. " Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 284

:This verse, in fact, completes what was said at the end of the previous verse. It says

To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth; and " 
,whether you reveal what is in your minds or hide it

. ..." Allah will call you to account for it

Then, the continuation of the verse means that do not suppose that actions such as

concealing testimony and heartly sins are covered to Him. No, He is the One Whose

sovereignty is over the world of existence and the earth and the heavens totally. So,
.there will be nothing concealed to Allah

; ..." Then He will forgive whom He wills, and will punish whom He wills "... 

." At the end of the verse, it says: and Allah is All-Powerful over all things

That is, He is both cognizant due to all the things of the world and able to determine

.the eligibilities and competencies and He is also able to compensate the disobedients

****

p: 79

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1444 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Arabic text of verse 285

Point

هِّللاِب وَ نَمَا  ٌّلکُ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ  هِِّبرَ  نِْم  هِْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  امِب  لُوسَُّرلا  نَمَا   285

هِلسُرُ نِْم  دٍحَاَ  نَْیَب  قُِّرفَُن  هِلسُرُ لا  هِبُتکُ وَ  هِتکَِئلمَ وَ 

رُیصمَْلا کَْیَلِا  انَّبرَ وَ  کََنارْفغُ  انْعطَاَ  انْعمِسَ وَ  اوُلاق  وَ 

The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord, and . " 285
.(so do) the believers

.They) all believe in Allah, His angels, His Books and His Messengers)

They say:) ` We make no difference between any of His Messengers '; and they say :)
.` We hear, and obey

." Our Lord ! Your forgiveness (do we ask), and toward You is the destination

:Occasion of Revelation

When the previous verse was revealed telling the believers that everything they had

in their minds Allah knows and keeps account of it, whether they concealed or made

manifest them, a group of the Prophet's companions became afraid of their state.
(They thought that none of them was free from the innate temptations and heartily

(. occurrences. So, they told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) what they thought

Then, the revelation was sent down, and taught them how to believe in Allah and in
what manner they would supplicate, and what style of obedience and submission to

.Him they should follow

Commentary: verse 285

Sura Al-Baqarah begins with a part of theology and faith in Allah , and it ends with the

same meaning, too. Thus, both the beginning and the end of the Sura are on the same
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:line. However, the Qur'ān says

,..." The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him from his Lord " 

This is the privilege of the godly prophets who seriously believed
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.in their own doctrine and theology, and had no hesitation in their faith

First of all and before anybody else, they themselves had believed, and they

 : persevered more than all others. Then, it says

.and (so do) the believers "... 

.They) all believe in Allah, His angels, His Books and His Messengers)

 '..." They say:) ` We make no difference between any of His Messengers)

Then, it adds that, besides having a firm and inclusive faith, in relation to action,
 : believers also deliver such a statement

.and they say : ` We hear, and obey "... 

." Our Lord! Your forgiveness (do we ask), and toward You is the destination

Therfore, belief in origin and the Divine Messengers should go forth and parallel with

.the practical commitment of all commandments of Allah

****

p: 81

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1447 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


تْبَسَتَکْاامَ اهْیلَعَ  تْبَسَکَ وَ  ام  اهَل  اهعَسْوُ  لاِّا  اسْفَن  هُّللا  فُِّلکَُیلا   286

انأْطَخْاَ وْاَ  انیسَن  نِْا  انذْخِاؤُت  انَّبرَ لا 

انِلْبقَ نِْم  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  هُتَْلمَحَ  امکَ  ارصِْا  انْیلَعَ  لْمِحْتَ  انَّبرَ وَ لا 

هَب انَل  هَقَاط  لاام  انْلِّمحَُت  وَانَّبرَ لا 

ان - یلوْمَ تَْناَ  انمْحَرْا  انَلرْفِغْا وَ  اّنعَ وَ  فُعْاوَ 

نَیرِفاکْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  انرْصُْنافَ 

Allah does not impose upon anyone a duty but to the extent of his capacity; in his . " 286
.favour shall be what he has earned, and against him shall be (the evil) he has wrought

.Our Lord ! punish us not if we forget or make a mistake

.Our Lord ! lay not upon us a burden such as You did lay upon those before us

.Our Lord ! burden us not with what we have no strength to bear

;And pardon us, and forgive us, and have mercy on us

"You are our Guardian, so help us against the people who are infidels

Commentary: verse 286

 : The beginning statement of this verse says

; ..." Allah does not impose upon anyone a duty but to the extent of his capacity " 

The entirety of the Islamic legislations, from the view point of capacity and capability

of man, are rendered and depended on this very verse. Then, it adds that whatever

:good or evil a person does returns to him

in his favour shall be what he has earned, and against him shall be (the evil) he has "... 
. ..." wrought

By this statement, the above verse awares the believers of their
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responsibilities and the result of their own actions. It rejects the imagination of

.determinism, chance, horoscope and fancies of this kind

Next to these two essential principles (that the duty of fulfilment is due to capacity,
and everyone is responsible for one's own deeds), seven suplications are asked Allah

.from the tongue of the believers

These invocations are indeed, as instructions for all in general, to teach them what

:they say in supplication and what they ask for. At first, it says

. ..." Our Lord ! punish us not if we forget or make a mistake "...

Therefore, the forgetfulnesses resulted from carelessness are punishable. Since they

know that they are punishable for their own actions, they call Allah as their Lord, the

One Who has a specific grace in their training with a special cry and say that life, in
any rate, is not empty of forgetfulness and mistake. They try not to commit any

intentional sin, but it is Allah Who may forgive them their mistakes and sins. As to their

 : second invocation, it says

. ..." Our Lord ! lay not upon us a burden such as You did lay upon those before us

 : For their third invocation it adds

..." Our Lord ! burden us not with what we have no strength to bear " ...

This sentence may refer to the divine severe trials, or the hard punishments of this

:world and the next, or both of them. In the fourth, fifth and sixth invocations, they say

; ..." And pardon us, and forgive us, and have mercy on us " ...

:Finally, in the seventh invocation, which is the last invocation, here, they say

. " You are our Guardian, so help us against the people who are infidels "...

Thus, their invocations cover the afairs of this world and the next, those like personal

and social successes, divine forgiveness, and the mercy of Allah. This is an inclusive
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.supplication

The end of Sura Al-Baqarah
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Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān No. 3

Point

(No. 3 (199 Verses in 20 sections

Section 1

The Qur'ān and the previous scriptures the correct knowledge of the

verses of the Qur'ān Misinterpretation of the figurative verses

Prayer for guidance from Allah

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

نَارَمْعِ لِآ  هُرَوسُ 

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

ملا  1

مُوُّیقَْلا ُّیحَْلا  وَهُ  َّلاإ  هََلءِإلاَ  هَُّللا   2

هِْیدَیَ نَْیَب  امَِّل  اقًدِّصَُم  قِّحَْلاِب  بَتَکِْلا  کَْیلَعَ  لََّزَن   3

لَیجِنءِلاْاوَ هَلرَوَّْتلا  لَزَنأَوَ 

نَاقَرْفُْلا لَزَنأَوَ  سِاَّنلِّل  يًدهُ  لُْبقَ  نِم   4

دٌیدِشَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  هَِّللا  تِیَاب  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإص 

مٍاقَِتنا وذُ  زٌیزِعَ  هَُّللاوَ 
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Section 1

English version, verse 1-4

Point

'." Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M . " ' 1

Allah, there is no god but He, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting . " 2

(." the Sustainer of all things)

He has sent down to you the Book with truth, confirming that which is . " 3

." before it, and He sent down the Turah and the Evangel

.Aforetime, a guidance for people, and He sent down the Furqān . " 4

Verily those who disbelieve in the Signs of Allah, for them there is a severe

. " chastisement and Allah is Mighty, the Lord of Retribution

A Note upon the abbreviated letters

As was mentioned at the beginning of the commentary of Sura

Al-Baqarah, Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M' are known as abbreviated

letters, the Muqatta`āt. The best and well known definition about them

,is to say that they are secrets between Allah and His Messenger. Or

this subject may be referred to by saying that the Qurān has been

.composed of these very abbreviated letters

.In other words, Allah has sent down the Qurān through letters
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This itself is a miracle, the same as He creates Man from soil, while man

makes potsherd, brick, earthenware etc. from it. This is the difference

.of the Divine Power and human power

It is worthy to note that the above abbreviated letters have occurred at the beginning

of six Suras in the Qurān: Al-Baqarah, `Āl-i-`Imrān, Al-`Ankabūt, Ar-Rūm, Luqmān,
and As-Sajdah. And the abbreviated letters Alif `A', Lām `L', Rā `R' have also

.occurred at the beginning of Suras: Yūnus, Hūd, Yūsuf, Ar-Ra`d, Ibrāhīm, and Al-Hijr

Again the abbreviated letters Hā `H', Mīm `M', have occurred at the beginning of

Suras: Ash-Shaurā, Fusṣịlat, Az-Zukhruf, Ad-Dukhān, Al-Jāthiyah, and Al-'Ahq̣āf. As

the evidences show in the above, every one of these instances of abbreviated letters

has been revealed at the beginning of six suras, while in each of other instances the

.abbreviated letter(s) has been stated for only one sura

****
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Commentary: verses 1-4

In creation, Allah has complete cognizant administration and domination upon the

whole creation. The material factors and appliances can be causes of creation but

they are not alive when the cause of their existence is not from their own. The

material instances have not any independent knowledge, life, and power. It is only He,
.the Ever-Living, that the life of every living creature depends on Him

Allah, there is no god but He, The Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting (the Sustainer of " 
(." all things

It is cited in Jaushan-Kabīr, the Supplication: He has been alive from before any living

.thing, and will be alive after any living thing

There is no living thing as His partner. He is in need of none. He is the Alive Who has no

death, but the life of any living creature, as well as his sustenance, is in His control. He

.is a living Essence Who has not got it heritably from another living being

:Now, here is a close translation for the exact text of the supplication

, " O' Ever-Living, preceding every living being " 

, " O' Ever-Living, succeeding every living being " 

, " O' Ever-Living, like unto Whom there is none " 

, " O' Ever-Living, Who has no living partner " 

," O' Ever-Living, Who is not dependant on any living being " 

, " O' Ever-Living, Who causes every living being to die " 

, " O' Ever-Living, Who provides sustenance to every living being " 

(O' Ever-Living, Who has not inherited life from any living being, " (1 " 

****
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The qualification of a god to be worshipped is having nominal perfections such as . 1
.being Ever-Living and Self-Subsistent

.Monotheism is at the top and is the framework of all Divine Books . 2
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The term Torah is a Hebrew word which means: `law, the whole body of Jewish

religious literature, including the Scripture. The Torah contains five chapters, entitled:
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. Since the event of the death of

Moses (a.s.) and the explanation of his burial are mentioned in the Torah, the

Judgement is that these subjects of the Torah have been added after the time of

(. Moses (a.s

The term Evangel has a Latin root (evangelium) which means `good news', or `the

teaching of the New Testament'. (1) The Evangel is the Divine Book of the Christians

and wherever in the Qur'ān it is mentioned it is stated in the singular form while,
today, there are different Books amongst the Christians by this name, four of which

:are very famous. They are as follows

Matthew is one of the four Evangelists, the first book of the New Testament, and . 1
the reputed author of the first Gospel. Matthew is one of the twelve students of Jesus

.(. (a.s

Mark, the second book of the New-Testament, telling the story of Jesus' life. Mark . 2
.(. wrote this book under the authority of Petros after the time of Jesus (a.s

Luke, a physician and companion of the apostle Paul and the reputed author of the . 3
.third Gospel

John the fourth Gospel, the book of revelation. He has also been one of Jesus' . 4
.students

It is also remarked that the abovementioned Gospels have all been written wholly

.(. after Jesus (a.s

Explanations

The heavenly Books of prophets, one after another, are complementary of the . 1
,..." formers: "... conforming that which is before it

The confirmation of the former heavenly Books and prophets is a factor to the unity . 2
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of theists and one of the manners of inviting others
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 ". as the verse says: " conforming

The confirmation of the Qur'ān upon the Torah and Evangel is a proof for the idea . 3
that the former Books are heavenly, and, also, it is a great right upon the former

divine religions. Otherwise, regarding the superstitions that have been added to the

.Torah and the Evangel, their being heavenly would be forgotten totally

The means, instructions and the stages of training are different in the former Books . 4
.due to their time and conditions of revelations

.Yet they are on the same line of development and unity towards the godly goal

The revelation of the Qur'ān unto the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is an honour from Allah unto . 5
': his personality when He preceded the phrase `to you' to the term `the Book

,..." He has sent down to you the Book with truth " 

.The Qur'ān is secured from any falsehood, and it is coinciding to reality and truth . 6

In spite of the fact that the Torah and the Evangel were separately and wholly . 7
revealed at once, the Qurān was sent down gradually during twenty three years. This

is in the condition that it was revealed to the heart of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) at once by

.the Grand Night

Considering the qualities mentioned in the previous verse, the revelation of the . 8
.heavenly Books is a manifestation of the attributes of Allah

The first part of this verse, added to the meaning of the previous verse, addresses the

:Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and totally says

He has sent down to you the Book with truth, confirming that which is before it, and " 
." He sent down the Turah and the Evangel

, ..." Aforetime, a guidance for people " 

:Then, pointing to the Qur'ān which separates right and wrong, it follows saying
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. ..." and He sent down the Furqān "... 

Hence, after the verses of the Qur'ān being sent down from the side of Allah and

completing the argument being done, together with testification of innate disposition

and intellect to the truthfulness of

p: 88

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1460 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


prophets in their invitations, there is not any other way against rejectors but

punishment. That is why, in this verse, next to the statement about the rightfulness of

:the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Qur'ān, it says

Verily those who disbelieve in the Signs of Allah, for them there is a severe "...
 ..." chastisement

And, to make it clear that there is no doubt about the capability of Allah in

:accomplishing His threats, it says

." and Allah is Mighty, the Lord of Retribution "... 

****
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ءِامََّسلا یِف  لاوَ  ضِرْلاا  یِف  ْ ءٌ  یْش هِْیلَعَ  یفَخْیَ  هََّللا لاَ  َّنءِإ   5

ءُاشَیَ فَْیکَ  مِاحَرْلاا  یِف  مْکُرُوِّصَُی  يذَِّلا  وَهُ   6

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُ  َّلاءِإ  -هَ  لَءِإلاَ

." Verily, Allah, nothing hidden is there from Him in the earth and in the heaven . " 5

.He it is Who shapes you in the wombs as He pleases . " 6

." There is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verses 5-6

Allah's knowledge is upon all affairs of the world

How is it possible that something be hidden from Allah while He is Omnipresent and

Omniscient? And regarding that His Essence is infinite and illimited from any point of

view, there will be no place without Him. He is nearer to us than we are to ourselves.
Therefore, in the meantime that He is found in no definite site, He dominates every

thing. This domination is in the sense of His Knowledge and

.cognizance upon all the things and affairs of the world

." Verily, Allah, nothing hidden is there from Him in the earth and in the heaven " 

Then, the verse points to one of the distinguished things in the world of creation which

is, indeed, one of the clear examples of Allah`s

:Knowledge and Power, by saying

, ..." He it is Who shapes you in the wombs as He pleases " 

:Yes, it is completely true that

." there is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise "... 
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The formation of Man in mother's womb, and designing wonderful, marvellously

beautiful features, one after another, in that dark environment is really surprizing. It is
specially with those varieties that a human being may have from the point of stature,

.face, gender, kinds of capacities and faculties. Man carries different qualities in him

So, that is why there is no god but He, and it is for this very reason that only He, His

.pure Essence, the Almighty, is worthy of being worshipped
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تٌمَکَحُّْم تٌیَاءَ  هُْنِم  بَتَکِْلا  کَْیلَعَ  لَزَنأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ   7

تٌهَِبشَتَُم رُخَأُوَ  بِتَکِْلا  ُّمأُ  َّنهُ 

هِنَْتفِْلا ءَاَغِتْبا  هُْنِم  هَبَشَتَ  امَ  نَوعُِبَّتیَفَ  غٌْیزَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یِف  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَفَ 

مِْلعِْلا یِف  نَوخُسِ  َّرلاوَ  هَُّللا  َّلاءِإوهُلَیوِأْتَ  مُلَْعیَ  امَوَ  یهِِلیوِأْتَ  ءَآغَِتْباوَ 

انِّبرَ دِنعِ  ِم  نّْ ٌّلکُ  یهِِب  اَّنمَاءَ  نَوُلوقُیَ 

بِبَْللأا ْاوُلوْأُ  َّلاءِإرَُّکَّذیَ  امَوَ 

He it is Who has sent down to you the Book; in it are decisive verses which are the . " 7
.basis of the Book, while others are allegorical

But as for those in whose hearts there is perversity, they follow the part of it which is
allegorical, seeking (to cause) dissension by seeking it (their own) interpretation, while

none knows its (hidden) interpretation except Allah and those firmly rooted in

knowledge. They say: ` We believe in it, the whole (of it) is from our Lord;' and none

." minds save the possessors of intellect

Commentary: verse 7

.The Decisive the Allegorical Verses in the Qur'ān

In former verses, the statement was upon the revelation of the Qur'ān as one of the

clear evidences and proofs of the prophethood of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). Now,
in this holy verse, one of the specialities of the Qur'ān is pointed out. This quality is the

manner of expressing statements that is applied in this grand heavenly Book. At first,
:it says

He it is Who has sent down to you the Book; in it are decisive verses which are the " 
. ..." basis of the Book, while others are allegorical

These allegorical verses, that in the first glance seem complicated
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because of high level of the subject or of other factors in them, are criterions to try

individuals in order to separate truthful scholars from stubborn seditious persons. So,
:next to that, it says

But as for those in whose hearts there is perversity, they follow the part of it which "... 
is allegorical, seeking (to cause) dissension by seeking it (their own) interpretation,
while none knows its (hidden) interpretation except Allah and those firmly rooted in

. ..." knowledge

Then, it points to those who, under the light of their correct understanding the

:meaning of both decisive and allegorical verses, declare

;'..." They say: `We believe in it: the whole (of it) is from our Lord "... 

 : Yes! verily

." and none minds save the possessors of intellects "... 

Through the above mentioned verse, it is recognized that the verses of the Qur'ān are

divided into two groups. A part of the verses have such a clear concept that there is no

place for denial, justification or misuse in them. These verses are called `decisive

verses'. But there are other verses that, because of high level of subject or discussing

about things which are out of our reach, like: the unseen world, the world of

Resurrection, and the attributes of Allah, are such that their hidden meanings and the

secrets and the depth of their reality need a particular scientific ability to be rendered.
'. These verses are called `allegorical verses

Some perversive persones try to abuse these verses by commenting on them untruly

in order to make mischief among people and deviate them from the right path. But

Allah and those firmly rooted in knowledge know the secrets of these verses and

.explain them for people

Of course, those who are in the first line, from the point of knowledge, (like the

Prophet and Immaculate Imams), know the whole secrets while others may

understand from them as much as the amount of their own knowledge. Hence, it is
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this very fact that sends people, even the learned scientists, after the divine teachers

.to catch the mysteries of the Qur'ān
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هًمَحْرَ کَْندَُّل  نِم  انََل  بْهَوَ  انَتَْیدَهَ  ذْءِإدَْعَب  انََبوُلُق  غْزُِت  انََّبرَ لاَ   8

بُاَّهوَْلا تَنأَ  کََّنءِإ 

هِیِف بَْیرَ  َّلا  مٍوْیَِل  سِاَّنلا  عُِماجَ  کََّنءِإانََّبرَ   9

دَاعَیمِْلا فُِلخُْی  هََّللا لاَ  َّنءِإ 

They say:) ` Our Lord! let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us, and . " ) 8
." bestow on us from Your mercy, for You are, indeed, the Ever-Bestower

Our Lord! verily You are the Gatherer of mankind unto a Day in which there is no . " 9
." doubt; for surely Allah never fails (His) promise

Commentary: verse 8-9

Since the allegorical verses of the Qur'ān and their hidden secrets may cause to be

the means of going astray for some persons so that they fail in this kind of trial, so,
those firmly rooted in knowledge and the believing intellectual ones, besides utilizing

their own existing knowledge in comprehending the true meanings of these verses,
seek refuge to their Lord. Both of the above mentioned verses, which are stated from

:the tongue of those firmly rooted in knowledge, make this fact clear. They say

They say:) ` Our Lord! let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us, and " )
 '." bestow on us from Your mercy, for You are, indeed, the Ever-Bestower

****

In view of the fact that belief in Resurrection and being regardful to the Day of

Judgement are the most effective things for controlling one's desires and lusts, then

:those firmly rooted in knowledge, remembering That Day, say

Our Lord! verily You are the Gatherer of mankind unto a Day in which " 
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." there is no doubt; for surely Allah never fails (His) promise

Therefore, they, thereby, avoid of low desires, sensuality, and excessive sentiments,
which cause one to do wrong, and thus they can understand the Divine verses as they

.really are

****
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Section 2 The Ultimate Triumph of the Unity of Allah

Point

.Prophecy about the Vanishment of the disbelievers

Allah`s help in the Battle of Badr Unity, the basis of the faith in Allah

.Islam, the only True Religion

مهُدُاَلوْأَ لاَوَ  مْهُُل  وَْمأَ  مْهُْنعَ  یَِنْغُت  نَل  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   10

رِاَّنلا دُوُقوَ  مْهُ  کَئَلوْأُوَ  ائیش  هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ

ْاوُبَّذکَ مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  لِاءَ  بِْأدَکَ   11

مْهِِبوُنذُِب هَُّللا  مُهُذَخَأَفَ  انَِتیَاب 

بِاقَعِْلا دُیدِشَ  هَُّللاوَ 

Verily those who disbelieve, neither their wealth nor their children shall avail them . " 10
." aught against Allah, and they themselves will be fuel for the (Hell) Fire

Like the People of Pharaoh and those who were before them, they denied Our . " 11
." Signs, so Allah caught them for their sins; and Allah is severe in penalty

Commentary: verse 10-11

In this situation, those hearts that are deviated and are not on the straight path are

:referred to. The verse says

, ..." Verily those who disbelieve " 

:These are those who disbelieved in the verses of Allah and His Messengers; so

 ..." neither their wealth nor their children shall avail them aught against Allah "... 
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Concerning the Qur'ānic phrase /minallah/, Abū`ubaydah says that it means `with

Allah', while Al-Mubarrad says that the Arabic word /min/ (from) is used with its own

'. meaning here, which is `beginning

Hence, the purpose of the whole phrase is that, from the beginning to the end, there

will be no vail for them out of their wealth and their children. Some others say that the

phrase /minallah/ metaphorically means /min `aðābillah/ (from Allah's punishment),
which has been rendered that: nothing will avail them to be away from the

(punishment of Allah.(1

." and they themselves will be fuel for the (Hell) Fire "... 

They themselves, i.e. their bodies, are the fuel of the fire. This very meaning is also

(mentioned in another verse, saying that they are `fuel' for Hell.(2

****

There are different meanings cited upon the commentary and the sense of the Arabic

term /da'b / in the Qur'ānic phrase /ka da'bi 'āli fir`aun/ " like the people of Pharaoh ",
:stated in the above mentioned second verse. They are as follows

The habit of these infidels in rejecting both you (O' Muhammad) and what has been . 1
revealed to you is like the habit of Pharaoh's men in rejecting prophets and what Allah

had revealed to them. In this regard, Ibn-`Abbas has rendered the Arabic term /da'b/
'. into `habit

The effort and endeavour of this group in obtaining victory and overcoming you, in . 2
order to destroy your activities, is similar to the effort of Pharaoh's men for defeating

'. with Moses (a.s.). In this regard, the term /da`b / is taken with the concept of `effort

, ..." and those who were before them "... 

The people mentioned in this phrase are the disbelievers of the
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(Majma-ul-Bayan, Vol. 2, p.412 (Arabic Version 1 - 1
Sura Al-Jinn , No. 72, verse 15 2 - 2
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.former religious communities

;..." they denied Our Signs, so Allah caught them for their sins "... 

Here, for the concept of `to punish', the term `to catch' has been applied, because,
.`punishment' is taking the wrong doer for his sin

." and Allah is severe in penalty "... 

.This Divine severe chastisement, in fact, is for those who deserve that punishment

****
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یَلءِإ نَورُشَحُْتوَ  نَوُبلَْغُتسَ  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلِّل  لُق   12

دُاهَمِْلا سَْئِبوَ  مََّنهَجَ 

Say to those who disbelieve: ` You shall be vanquished, and gathered unto Hell', . " 12
! " and it is a terrible abode

Commentary: verse 12

It is cited in some commentary books, like: Majma`-ul-Bayān, Fakhr Rāzī, Marāqī, and

some other ones, that when the Muslims gained a considerable victory in the Battle of

Badr in the second year after Emigration, a group of the Jews said that the victory

was counted as a sign to the truthfulness of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). They reasoned that

they had studied in the Torah that he (p.b.u.h.) could win. Another group of the Jews

said that they would not haste, since haply the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would fail in the

battles thereafter. In the third year, when the Uhud Battle came forth, and Muslims

were defeated, this group of the Jews became happy. Then, the verse was sent

down, telling them not to hurry in judgement so soon and they (the Jews) would be

.defeated in near future

Say to those who disbelieve: ` You shall be vanquished, and gathered unto Hell', and " 
! " it is a terrible abode

:Explanations

One of the miracles of the Qur'ān is its true prophecies. In this prediction, it . 1
happened that, after a short time, Muslims succeeded to defeat two Jewish tribes:

.Banī Quraydah and Banī An-Nadīr in Medina

.Also, in the conquest of Mecca, they vanished the pagans successfully

Soothing the believers and threatening the disbelievers is a sign of proper . 2
.leadership and belief in the goal

Prophets have taken care of both the worldly defeats and the damages that may . 3
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.come forth in the next world together

****
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اتَقَتَْلا نِْیتَئَِف  یِف  هٌیَاءَ  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  دْقَ   13

نِْیعَْلا يَْأرَ  ِم  مْهِْیلَْثّ مهَُنوْرَیَ  هٌرَِفاکَ  يرَخْأُوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  لُِتقَُت  هٌئَِف 

ءُاشَیَ نمَ  هرِصْنَِب  ِیؤَُی  دُّ هَُّللاوَ 

رِاصَْبلاا یِلوْلا  هًرَْبعَِل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنءِإ 

Indeed there has been a sign for you in the two hosts that encountered: one . " 13
fighting in the path of Allah and the other disbelieving; they (infidels) saw twice as

many as they were with the sight of the eye; and Allah confirms with His aid whom He

.pleases

." Surely there is a lesson herein for those who have insight

Commentary: verse13

Point

:This fact has been recorded in commentary books, including

Majma`-ul-Bayān, Marāqī, Fakhr Rāzī and many other ones, that this verse concerns

Battle of Badr. In that fighting, Muslims struggled against infidels. The number of

Muslims was 313 men, among whom 77 figures were from the Emigrants and 236 men

from the Helpers (Ansār) for whom Sa`d-ibn-`Ibādah was the flagman. As military

equipment, Muslims had only seventy camels, two horses, six armours, and eight

swords; while the opposite army, the pagans, were one thousand men with one

hundred horses. The Muslims won the battle wherein twenty two of them became

martyrs: 14 martyrs from the Emigrants and 8 martyrs from the helpers, when hostile

.pagans had to give seventy killed persons and 170 men as captives

This incident is a lesson for those who have intellect and sight that how a small group

of Muslims with little equipment could defeat an equipped army the number of whose

.fighters was three-fold of Muslims
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.This shows that mere material possibilities are not the enough cause of victory

Indeed there has been a sign for you in the two hosts that encountered: one fighting " 
;in the path of Allah and the other disbelieving
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; ..." they (infidels) saw twice as many as they were with the sight of the eye

:Explanations

The victory in the Battle of Badr, by a few persons against a larger number of . 1
equipped fighters, is the prevalence of Allah's Will over people's will. It is the best

.example of prevalence of Truth over untruth and Faith over disbelief

. ..." and Allah confirms with His aid whom He pleases "... 

Wherever Allah pleases, visions, recognitions, and thoughts vary: with these very . 2
.eyes, they see the same crowd twofold

." The worth of fight lies in fighting itself; " In the way of Allah . 3

It is True that Allah helps anyone He wills, but the condition of Allah's aid is . 4
mentioned in another occasion where it says that people should assist the religion of

:Allah

(if you help (the cause of Allah), He will help you and make firm your feet."(1 "... 

All the Muslim fighters have one goal: "... one fighting in the path of Allah ...", but the . 5
:disbelieving fighters have various goals and different ways

... ". and the other disbelieving "... 

.Signs are for all, but taking lesson from these sings needs a special insight . 6

." surely there is a lesson herein for those who have insight "...

The Battle of Badr was not performed with formerly preparation. It began with the . 7
purpose of confiscation of pagans' properties who had confiscated the emigrant

.Muslims' properties in Mecca, but it ended with military conflict

: ..." the two hosts that encountered "... 
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****
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Sura Muhammad, No. 47, verse 7 1 - 1
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نَیِنبَْلاوَ ِنلا  ءِاسَّ نَِم  وَهََّشلا تِ  ُّبحُ  سِاَّنلِل  ِیزُ  نَّ  14

هَِّضفِْلاوَ بِهََّذلا  نَِم  هِرَطَْنقَمُْلا  رِیطِانَقَْلاوَ 

ایَْنُّدلا هِویَحَْلا  عُاتَمَ  کَِل  ثِرْحَْلاوَ ذَ  مِاعَنلاْاوَ  هِمََّوسَمُْلا  لِْیخَْلاوَ 

بِائمْلا نُسْحُ  هُدَنعِ  هَُّللاوَ 

The love of desires (that come) from women, and of offsring, and heaped-up . " 14
hoards of gold and silver and well-bred branded horses and cattle and tilth, is made to

.seem fair to mankind

This is the provision of the life of this world, while Allah is He with Whom is the good

." resort

Commentary: verse14

The Arabic term /qanātīr/ is the plural form of /qintār/ which in the Qur'ānic Glossary

means ` heap of talent ' or, here, ` abundaut wealth '. The word / muqantarah /, from

.the same root, has been added after that for additional, emphasis

The term /xayl/, applied in this verse, means `horse' and a `riding horse'. And the

word /musawwamah/ means `branded', Viz. the horses that possessed special

prominces. That speciality was because of the beauty of their stature and or the kind

.of training they had gotten

'. Those horses were called `well-bred branded horses

The love of desires (that come) from women, and of offsring, and heaped-up hoards " 
of gold and silver and well-bred branded horses and cattle and tilth, is made to seem

. ..." fair to mankind

Things being seemed fair to mankind may sometimes be done by the means of

.imaginations, sometimes by Satan, and sometimes by flattering people in around

The attractive examples mentioned in the verse are those in regard of the time of the
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.revelation. They can have some new and different examples in every period

This is the provision of the life of this world, while Allah is He with Whom is the good "...
." resort
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مْکُِل ِم ذَ  نّ رٍْیخَِب  ِبَنؤُأَ  مکُُئّ لُْق   15

رُاهَْنلاا اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٌاَّنجَ  مْهِِّبرَ  دَنعِ  ْاوْقََّتا  نَیذَِّلِل 

هَِّللا ِم  نَّ وَضْرِوَ نٌ  هٌرََّهطَُّم  وَزْأَوَ جٌ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ 

دِابَعِْلاِب رُیصَِب  هَُّللاوَ 

?Say: `Shall I tell you of what is better than these . " 15

For those who keep from evil are gardens with their Lord; beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide forever, and pure spouses, and Allah's pleasure; and Allah is

." well aware of the servants

Commentary: verse15

In the previous verse, Allah's word was upon belittling the love of this world and

enjoining people to piety and good goal of life. In this verse, it introduces the

.Hereafter, as grand and worthy, and encourages people towards it

 ? ..." Say: ` Shall I tell you of what is better than these " 

It addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) commanding to `say' a great information in the

form of a question. Some of commentators believe that the content of the inquiry

stretches upto the phrase ` with their Lord ' in the verse. They say what it informs

'. which begins from the Qur'ānic phrase `gardens beneath which rivers flow

Therefore, the consequence of the meaning of the verse is: `Shall I inform you of

what is better than that which was formerly said about the desires of this world and

 ?' lusts and their attractions

... " For those who keep from evil "... 

, ..." are gardens with their Lord, beneath wich rivers flow "... 

:Then it adds
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, ..." wherein they will abide forever "... 

When enumerating the merits in Heaven, it refers to spouses therein who are pure

,from any pollution, filthiness, indecent qualities
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:and disgraceful manners

, ..." and pure spouses "... 

.Besides Heaven of this kind, the pleasure of Allah is theirs

... " and Allah's pleasure "... 

:Finally, it adds

. " and Allah is well aware of the servants "... 

****
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انََبوُنذُ انََل  رْفِغْافَ  اَّنمَاءَ  آنََّنءِإآنََّبرَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  نَیذَِّلا   61

رِاَّنلا بَاذَعَ  انَِقوَ 

نَیقِفِنمُْلاوَ نَیِتِناقَْلاوَ  نَیِقدِاَّصلاوَ  نَیرِِباَّصلا   71

رِاحَسْلااِب نَیرِفِْغتَسْمُْلاوَ 

Those who say: ` Our Lord! Verily we believe, so forgive us our sins and save us . " 16
." from the torment of the Fire

The patient, and the truthful, and the obedient, and those who spend . " 17
(." (benevolently), and those who seek forgiveness before dawn (times

Commentary: verse16-17

The characteristics of the pious ones, who were hinted out in the previous verse, are

.stated here in this verse with more details

:At first it says about them

,..." Those who say: ` Our Lord! We believe " 

:That is: we believe in You and Your Apostle. Then, they continue saying

." so forgive us our sins and save us from the torment of the Fire "...

****

After that, the Qur'ān has stated some other characteristics of the pious ones where it
:has praised them. It says the pious are the same as

The patient, and the truthful, and the obedient, and those who spend (benevolently), " 
(." and those who seek forgiveness before dawn (times

:Thus, the pious have the following qualities

.Patience in tolerating the difficulties, the prohibitions, and the Divine services . 1
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.To be truthful in speech and manner . 2

.Humility and submission without pride and self-admiration . 3

Giving in charity from what Allah has provided them as . 4
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.sustenance

.Supplications and seeking forgiveness from their Lord during the time before dawn . 5

The term /munfiqīn / (those who spend out), in the verse, refers to those who spend

out their wealth benevolently in righteous deeds, when it consists of giving obligatory

.alms and recommended charity

Opinions are divided as to the meaning of the Qur'ānic phrase /wal mustaqfirīna bil

ashạ̄r/ (and those who seek forgiveness before dawn times). They are four varieties

:as follows

To establish prayer at midnight, (said by Qattādah). This very meaning has been . 1
cited by Iman Ridā (a.s.) who narrated from his father (a.s.) from Iman Ja`far Sādiq

((a.s.).(1

(. Those who seek forgiveness before dawn, (said by 'Anas . 2

(. Those who keep the morning prayer in congregation, (said by ziyd-ibn 'Aslam . 3

Those who continue keeping prayers until before dawn and then ask Allah to forgive . 4
(. them their sins, (said by Hassan

It is narrated from Iman Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who has said: " Whosoever, at midnight, seeks

(forgiveness seventy times is involved in the people of this verse... "(2

:In a tradition it is narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said

Verily Allah, Almighty and Glorious, says: ` Whenever I will to punish the people of " 
the earth, I restrain it from them when I observe the constructors of mosques, the

performers of the night prayers, those who make friends with each other in My way,
(and those who seek forgiveness before dawn (times)'."(3

In Islamic literature, it is cited that if a person continuously recites /astaqfirullaha

rabbī wa 'atūbu 'ilayh/ seventy times in his personal preyer of odd prayer at midnight

(for one year, the one will be involved of the people of this verse. (4
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****

p: 105

(Majma-ul-Bayan, Vol. 2, p. 419 (Arabic version 1 - 1
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Atyab-ul-Bayan, Vol. 3, p. 137 - 4
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هُکَئالَمَْلاوَ وَهُ  َّلاءِإ  هََلءِإلاَ  هَُّنأَ  هَُّللا  دَهِشَ   81

طَسْقِْلاِب امئآقَ  مِْلعِْلا  ْاوُلوْأُوَ 

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُ  َّلاءِإ  هََلءِإلاَ 

Allah (Himself) bears witness that there is no god but He, and (so do) the angels . " 18
and the possessors of knowledge, standing firm for justice; there is no god but He,

." the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 18

By creating a single regularity over the world of existence, Allah testifies upon the

Oneness of His Own Essence. That is, the existing harmony and order, in the whole

creation, is an evidence to the sovereignty of only One Power over existence. In other

worlds, Allah informs of His Oneness through the wonders of creation and His wise

Providence, which are like the examples of life. Allah calls the creation of the

creatures as a witness to His Own Unity. By the way, He causes to understand that

the phenomena He brings into existence are so that none is able to generate even

.one of them

, ..." Allah (Himself) bears witness that there is no god but He " 

By observing the wonders and greatness of power, angels bear witness to the Unity

.of Allah

Those possessed of knowledge, /'ulul-`ilm/, who know, and it has been proved to

them, that none is able to bring the wonders of the world of creation into existence

.but He, bear witness to the Oneness of His Essence, too

This fact must also be noticed that though the phrase: ` the possessors of knowledge

' refers to all scientists and knowledgeable ones in general, according to some Islamic

narrations, the objective meaning of it is prophets and the Imams of right guidance

((a.s.).(1
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p: 106

Al-Burhan, vol. 1, p.273 1 - 1
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;and (so do) the angels and the possessors of knowledge, standing firm for justice "...
..."

.And, angels testify that there is no god save the One, Allah, by Whom justice is firm

." there is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise "...

It is He the One, and none else, Who gives sustenance, treats His servants Justly, and

.there is no inequity in His affairs

****
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نَیذَِّلا فَلَتَخْا  امَوَ  مُالَسْءِلاْا  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  نَیدِّلا  َّنءِإ   19

نمَوَ مْهُنَْیَب  مایَْغَب  مُْلعِْلا  مُهُءَاجَ  امَ  دِْعَب  منِم  َّلاءِإ  بَاتَکِْلا  ْاوُتوأُ 

بِاسَحِْلا عُیرِسَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإف  هَِّللا  تِایَاِب  رْفُکْیَ 

Verily the (true) religion with Allah is Islam, and those whom (formerly) the Book . " 19
had been given to did not differ but after the knowledge (of the truth) had come to

them, through envy of each other. And whoever disbelieves in Allah's Signs, then,
." verily, Allah is quick in reckoning

Commentary: verse 19

The spirit of religion is the very submission to Allah. Next to the statement of the Unity

:of Allah, the Qur'ān refers to the oneness of religion, and says

, ..." Verily the (true) religion with Allah is Islam " 

Thus, the true religion with Allah is surrender or the submission of the self of adherent

to the Will or Command of Allah. The spirit of religion, in fact, in any time and period, is
:not anything but submission to Divine Will

;..." and those whom (formerly) the Book had been given to did not differ "...

The objective purpose of the verse is the Jews and the Christians whose discord was

.that they rejected Islam

, ..." but after the knowledge (of the truth) had come to them "...

When they comprehended that the religion of Islam was rightful, the followers of

Jesus (a.s.) believed in trinity (the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost), and the Jews

said: " Ezra is God's Son." Thus, both of them differed in the prophethood of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) although they had studied the epithets and specialities of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in their Books (the Torah and the Evangel) and recognized them

completely. They knew very well that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) was the Messenger of

.Allah and was His Apostle
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. ..." through envy of each other "... 
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This phrase means that their rejection and their discord were due to their envy and

their seeking mastership, not for the reason that they were doubtful in the

.rightfulness of Islam

, ..." And whoever disbelieves in Allah's Signs "... 

The purpose of ` Allah's Signs ' is the Qur'ān, the Torah , the Evangel, and whatever

.qualities of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were found in them

." then, verily Allah is quick in reckoning "... 

In the meantime that Allah is swift in calling to account, there is nothing of the deeds

.of people concealed from Him

****
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Section 3, Those who slay Apostles

Point

.Chastisement for those who slay the Apostles

.Those who slay Apostles of Allah shall be punished

To Allah alone belongs the kingdom and He alone bestows the kingdom upon

.whomever He wills and takes it away from whomever He wills

نِعَبََّتا نِمَوَ  هَِّلِل  یَهِجْوَ  تُمْلَسْأَ  لْقُفَ  كَوُّجاحَ  نْءِإف   20

ْاومُلَسْأَ نْءِإف  مُْتمْلَسْأَ  َ ءَ  ِملاُْاوَ ِیّ نَّ بَاتَکِْلا  ْاوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلِّل  لُقوَ 

غُالَبَْلا کَْیلَعَ  امََّنءِإف  ْاوَّْلوَتَ  نْءِإو  ْاودَتَهْا  دِقَفَ 

دِابَعِْلاِب رٌیصَِب  هَُّللاوَ 

So if they dispute with you, say: `I have submitted my self (totally) to Allah, and . " 20
'. whoever follows me

:And say to those who have been given the Book and the unlettered ones

 ?' Do you (also) submit yourselves ` 

So if they submit then indeed they are rightly guided, and if they turn back, then upon

." you is only the delivery of the message, and Allah is well-aware of the servants

Commentary: verse 20

So if they dispute with you, say: `I have submitted my self (totally) to Allah, and " 
'. ..." whoever follows me

The Lord, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), has commanded him that if the Jews and

the Christians disputed with him upon the religion, he would tell them that he had

surrendered his self wholly to Allah, the One, and had taken no partner for Him with

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1495 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.himself and had not worshipped another god with Him

The purpose is that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) tells them that his
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religion is theism, and this creed is the same principle that all the responsible persons

.are obliged to confess

..." And say to those who have been given the Book "... 

.These people are the people of the Book, i.e. the Jews and the Christians

..." and the unlettered ones "... 

.These are those who had not Book, i.e. the pagan Arabs

? '..." Do you (also) submit yourselves "...` 

With reference to the evidences and signs which are with you, have you embraced

 ? Islam, or you still resist on your own infidelity

, ..." So if they submit then indeed they are rightly guided " ... 

If they embrace Islam it is useful for themselves, because they have been delivered

.from aberration and guided to the right way

and if they turn back, then upon you is only the delivery of the message, and Allah "... 
." is well-aware of the servants

If they refrain and do not accept Islam, there will be no harm on you, O' Muhammad!
You are the Messenger of Allah and your duty is only to convey the Message and to

.attract their attention to the way of right and guidance

****
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قٍّحَ رِْیغَِب  ِیِبَّنلا  نَیّ نَوُلُتْقیَوَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاَِب  نَورُفُکْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   21

سِاَّنلا نَِم  طِسْقِْلاِب  نَورُُمأْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَوُلُتْقیَوَ 

مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَِب  مهُرْشِّبَفَ 

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  تْطَِبحَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَئَلوْأُ   22

نَیرِصِاَّن ِم  نّ مهَُل  امَوَ  هِرَخِلاَْاوَ 

Verily, those who disbelieve in the Signs of Allah and slay the prophets unjustly . " 21
and slay those, of people, who enjoin equity, give tidings to them of a painful

." chastisement

They are those whose works come to nothing in this world and in the next, and . " 22
." they will have no helpers

Commentary: verses 21-22

 ..." Verily, those who disbelieve in the Signs of Allah " 

These people are the Jews, the people of the Book, the formers of whom slew both

the prophets and their followers, those who were among the worshippers of the

.Children of Israel

,The reason why, at the time of the revelation of the Qur'ān

Allah (s.w.t.) gave the Jews the glad tidings of punishment was that they were pleased

and content with the deeds of their ancestors. Besides that, they tried to slay and

were in thought of killing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as well as the believers. If there were

.not the support of Allah, they would accomplish their evil intention

and slay the prophets unjustly and slay those, of people, who enjoin equity, give "...
." tidings to them of a painful chastisement

Here, the meaning of the term `unjustly' is not that it is possible to kill prophets justly,
but the purpose is that the slaying of prophets has always been done unjustly and
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." oppressively

****
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, ..." They are those whose works come to nothing in this world and in the next " 

:The purpose of the nullification of deeds that the verse says

Their works come to nothing in this world ' is that, by following the Torah, their blood `

and wealth would not remain safe and, they could not succeed to be praised in this

world. And also their deeds will come to naught in the next world, since they will

.deserve no reward

Therefore, it seems that they have had no good deeds; and this is the very reality of

 '. the Qur'ānic term /hụbūt/, ` unfruitfulness distruction

." and they will have no helpers "... 

****
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نَوْعَدُْی بِاتَکِْلا  ِم  نَّ ابًیصَِن  ْاوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلءِإرَتَ  مَْلأَ   23

یَّلوَتَیَ َّمُث  مْهُنَْیَب  مَکُحْیَِل  هَِّللا  بِاتَکِ  یَلءِإ 

نَوضُرِْعُّم مهُوَ  ِم  مْهُْنّ قٌیرِفَ 

 ? Have you not seen those who have been given a portion of the Book . " 23

They are invited to the book of Allah that it may judge between them, then a group of

 ". them turn back, while they are opponent

Commentary: verse 23

Point

In the commentary books of both schools of Shī'ite and Sunnite, it is cited that: it

happened that a woman and a man from the Jews committed adultery while they had

spouses. As the Torah had ordained, they should be palted with stone, but since those

two were among the notables, they tried to flee from the execution of the Torah's

instruction. So, they came to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in order that he judeged.
He (p.b.u.h.) also commanded to stoning, and said that the law of Islam in this regard

is similar to that of the Torah. But they denied the Torah's ordain. Ibn-Sūriyā, who was

one the Jewish scholars, was summoned from Fadak to Medina in order to recite the

Torah concerning the matter. Since he was aware of the subject, when reciting the

verses of the Torah, he put his hand on the phrases related to the subject of stoning

.so that the verse of stoning could not be seen

Abdillah-ibn-Salām, who was among the Jewish scholars at that time, was present in`

.that meeting. He recognized the situation and made the matter manifest

Explanations

Heedlessness of the followers of a religion to their own religious Book, is the . 1
.beginning of the calamity
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?..." Have you not seen those who have been given a portion of the Book " 

Allah's ordinances should be executed about all individuals for . 2
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.the same matter with no difference

They are invited to the Book of Allah that it may judge between them, then a group "... 
". of them turn back, while they are opponent

.Mere claim is not an indication of Faith . 3

This meaning is a warning to the Muslims that they should not treat like the Jews . 4
when executing the laws of the Qur'ān, and that they would be careful not to turn

.away from the commandments of the Lord

****
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تٍادَودُْعَّم امًاَّیأَ  َّلاءِإرُاَّنلا  انََّسمَتَ  نَل  ْاوُلاقَ  مْهَُّنأَِب  کَِل  24 ذَ 

نَورُتَْفیَ ْاوُناکَ  اَّم  مهِِنیدِ  یِف  مْهَُّرغَوَ 

This is because they said: ` The Fire shall not touch us but for a number of days'. . " 24
." That which they were forging has deceived them in their religion

Commentary: verse 24

The vain mottoes and wrong imaginations of the Jews have immencely been

mentioned in the Qur'ān that they used to say some things with the sense that: " We

are the exalted and beloved nation with Allah, and we will not be punished except for

those forty days that our ancestors worshipped the calf ". This very sort of

.imagination caused them their pride and deviation

This is because they said: ` The Fire shall not touch us but for a number of days'. " 
." That which they were forging has deceived them in their religion

Even today, the Israelites believe in their racial superiority, and they refrain from no

.transgression to gain it

****
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هِیِف بَْیرَ  َّلا  مٍوْیَِل  مْهُانَْعمَجَ  اذَءِإ  فَْیکَفَ   25

تْبَسَکَ اَّم  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ   ْ ِفوُ تْیّ وَ 

نَومُلَظُْی مْهُوَ لاَ 

Then, how (will it be with them) when We shall gather them together for the Day . " 25
(of judgement) about which there is no doubt, when every one shall be paid in full

 ? " what the one has earned, and they shallnot be dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 25

By rejecting the vain imaginations of the Jews, this verse threatens them and says

that the divine court will be held up based upon justice and no one will be treated

.unjustly

Then, how (will it be with them) when We shall gather them together for the Day (of " 
judgement) about which there is no doubt, when every one shall be paid in full what

 ? " the one has earned, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly

All people are equal before the Divine Justice, and rewards and recompences will be

given due to Faith, good deed and piety, not because of tribal relationships and, or, for

.a special group

No action will be eliminated, for every deed will return to its performer, who is its

.owner, too

****
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ءُاشَتَ نمَ  کَْلمُْلا  یِتؤُْت  کِْلمُْلا  کَِلامَ  َّمهَُّللا  لُِق   26

ءُاشَتَ نمَ  ُّلذُِتوَ  ءُاشَتَ  نمَ  ُّزعُِتوَ  ءُاشَتَ  نَّمِم  کَْلمُْلا  عُزِْنتَوَ 

رُْیخَْلا كَدِیَِب 

رٌیدِقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلَعَ  کََّنءِإ 

!Say: ` O' Allah! Master of the Kingdom . " 26

You shower the kingdom upon whom You please and take away the kingdom from

!whom You please

;and You honour whom You please and abase whom You please

.all goodness is in your hand

." Verily You are All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse26

The prophecy that Muslims to be victorious against Iran and Room

In some commentary books, such as Majma`-ul-Bayān and Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr by Fakhr-
Rāzī, it is recorded that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), after conquering Mecca,
prophesied for the Muslims to be victorious in the battles against Iran and Room. At

that time some of the hypocrites looked at each other perhaps mockingly. Then this

.verse was revealed

Some other commentators have reported that the revelation of the verse occurred at

the time of digging a ditch, when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) sharply struck with a pick on a
stone and a few sparks appeared. Then, he (p.b.u.h.) said: " I received the conquest of

the castles of Ctsiphon (an ancient city near Baghdad) and Yemen from Gabriel in

these sparks." Hearing this, the hypocrite smiled mockingly and then this verse was

.revealed
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It is necessary to mention that whatever from endowment, honour, and abasement

have been referred to in this verse from the side of Allah, are according to the law and

.way of treatment of Allah

Otherwise, Allah does not give a person honour or does not abase
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another one. For example, an Islamic narration says: " Whosoever humbles himself

for Allah, He will make him honourable; and whosoever be arrogant, He will despise

him." (1) Therefore, both honour and abasement belong to Allah, but paving their way

.and preparing their causes depend to us

This verse refers to the powers and governments which have been brought into

existence because of the competency of persons and attachment of people. The

verse does not mean those oppressive governments and powers which have come

into being by the application of force and terror, furnished by making collusion with

.internal and external factors

:Explanations

The real possessor of all governments is Allah. The ownership of other than Allah is . 1
.temporary and limited

Allah gives the government to the one who is eligible, as He gave it to Solomon, . 2
.Joseph, Tạ̄lūl, and Zul-Qarnayn

Unity in supplication and worship is a necessity. In Munājāt-ush-Sha`bāniyyah, . 3
from the Immaculate Imams, we recite: " O' Lord, my immensity and my deficiency

(are in Your hand (up to YourWill), not in that of other than you."(2

Now that He is the Possessor, then others are not any thingsbut dipositaries and . 4
.should act according to the consent of the Essential Possessor

What He determines (for giving and taking) are all good, though we may not know . 5
.its philosophy and judge hurriedly

Honour and abasement is up to the Lord, therefore, do not expect honour from . 6
.others

The Qur'ān has criticized severely those who seek for honour from other than Allah

(and says: "... Do they seek honour from them?..."(3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1508 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_119_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_119_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_119_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


When the mortals are not really the landlords of their . 7
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properties, why are they proud of having them in their possession or become despair

?for losing them

Say: ` O' Allah! Master of the Kingdom! You shower the kingdom upon whom You " 
!please and take away the kingdom from whom You please

;and You honour whom You please and abase whom You please

." all goodness is in your hand. Verily You are All-Powerful over all things
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لِْیَّلا یِف  رَاهََّنلا  جُِلوُتوَ  رِاهََّنلا  یِف  لَْیَّلا  جُِلوُت   27

قُزُرْتَوَ یِّحَْلا  نَِم  تَِّیمَْلا  جُرِخُْتوَ  تِِّیمَْلا  نَِم  َّیحَْلا  جُرِخُْتوَ 

بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب  ءُاشَتَ  نمَ 

You cause the night to pass into the day and You cause the day to pass into the . " 27
night, and You bring forth the living from the dead and You bring forth the dead from

,the living

." and You provide with sustenance for whom You will without measure

Commentary: verse 27

the spirit of theism

In this verse and the previous one the Power of Allah is mentioned for twelve times to

evoke the spirit of theism in man. At first, the verse speaks about the decrease and

increase of the length of the night and the day in different seasons. (It may, of course,
(. refer to the graduality of sunset and sunrise, too, but the first meaning is more clear

Then, the verse points to the Power of the Providence, the Omnipotent, about

bringing forth the living from the dead and vice versa. The example of this meaning is
seen in the creation of living cells from lifeless foodstuff and making dead from the

living creatures. In another point of view, it is recognized that He causes the pious

believing children to come into being from deadly-hearted unbelievers; and He brings

.the disbelieving deadly-hearted children into existence from the pious believing ones

:Explanation

.Besides creation, any modification and arrangement is due to His Wisdom . 1

You cause the night to pass into the day and You cause the day to pass " 
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(into the night, ..."(1

The Power of Allah is not finite. He, the Almighty, brings the living out of the dead, . 2
.and makes dead from the living

and You bring forth the living from the dead and You bring forth the dead from the "... 
, ..." living

.The sustenance of all beings depends on His Will, the All-Wise . 3

." and You provide sustenance for whom You will without measure "... 

The changes of the night and the day and, cousequently, the appearance of . 4
seasons together with the arrangement in atmospheric conditions are among the

.blessings and favours of Allah

The purpose of ` sustenance without measure ' is ` hountiful sustenance ' and, . 5
.therefore, it does not mean that its account is out of His control

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا نِودُ  نِم  ءَایَِلوْأَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  ذِخَِّتیَ  َّلا   28

ْ ءٍ یْش یِف  هَِّللا  نَِم  سَْیلَفَ  کَِل  لْعَْفیَ ذَ  نمَوَ 

هُسَْفَن هَُّللا  مُکُرُذِّحَُیوَ  هًاقَُت  مْهُْنِم  ْاوقَُّتتَ  نأَ  َّلاءِإ 

رُیصِمَْلا هَِّللا  یَلءِإو 

The believers should not take the infidels as their friends, rather than the . " 28
believers, and whoever does that then nothing of Allah is his, except when you guard

yourselves against them, guarding carefully; and Allah warns you to be cautious of

." (disobeying) Him; and toward Allah is the destination

Commentary: verse 28

In this holy verse, the feature of the foreign policy, encountering with the unbelievers

and that assuming the mastership of disbelievers is on a par with losing the

mastership of Allah, the necessary conditions of concealing of faith /taqiyyah/ and

.prevention of abusing it, have been stated

:Explanations

.It is prohibited that the believers assume the mastership of disbelievers . 1

,The believers should not take the infidels as their friends, rather than the believers " 
..."

If the Muslims of the world had acted according to only this principle, the status of the

.Islamic countries would not be in such a condition that it is now

Not only the acceptance of the mastership of disbelievers, but also being content . 2
.with infidelity and approving it, is unlawful for the believers

, ..." and whoever does that then nothing of Allah is his "... 

p: 123

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1513 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The apparent connexion with disbeleivers for reaching some higher aims, in some . 3
.circumstances, is permissible

Political relationship should not result in accepting domination of, or heartily . 4
.connexion with, the infidels

; ..." except when you guard yourselves against them, guarding carefully "... 

Concealing of Faith is only for the sake of protection of religion. Beware not to be . 5
attracted by the infidels under the pretext of concealment of Faith, and not to misuse

!this concept

; ..." Allah warns you to be cautious of (disobeying) Him "... 

In circumstances that the basis of religion is in danger, everything must be devoted, . 6
.and everybody should only be in awe of Allah

." and to Allah is the destination "... 

Connection or disconnection ought to be performed on the basis of contemplation . 7
and belief, not upon the basis of racial, tribal and family affections, or economical

.concerns, and so on

In place of infidels, Muslims must make friends and cammunicate with each other . 8
.among themselves

****
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امَ مُلَْعیَوَ  هَُّللا  هُمْلَْعیَ  هُودُْبُت  وْأَ  مْکُرِودُصُ  یِف  امَ  ْاوفُخُْت  نءِإ  لُْق   29

رٌیدِقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلَعَ  هَُّللاوَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  امَوَ  وَامََّسلا تِ  یِف 

Say: ` Whether you hide what is in your hearts, or manifest it, Allah knows it, and . " 29
(also) He knows whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and Allah is

 '." All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 29

Next to the verse of concealment of Faith, the above mentioned holy verse, maybe,
refers to the idea that Muslims should never communicate with disbelievers under the

.shelter of cocealment of Faith, where the Lord knows all decisions and intentions

:Explanation

This verse is a warning to those who try to communicate with the disbelievers under . 1
.the excuse of concealment of Faith

,Say: ` Whether you hide what is in your hearts, or manifest it " 

, ..." Allah knows it

.Allah is aware of whatever deed we do . 2

.The Lord is aware even of our intentions . 3

Allah's knowledge encompasses the things hidden and the things manifest similarly. . 4
.He knows whatever is in the earth and whatever is in the heavens

, ..." and (also) He knows whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth "... 

Allah is both knower of thoughts of human beings and is All-Powerful over all things. . 5
.That is, in a moment, He is able to make infamous all those who do evil

 '." and Allah is All-Powerful over all things "... 
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What can be concealed from the One Who is Omnipotent and knows all the secrets . 6
?of heavens

 ..." He knows whatever is in the heavens "...
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تْلَمِعَ امَوَ  ارًضَحُّْم  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  تْلَمِعَ  اَّم  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  دُجِتَ  مَوْیَ   30

ادًیعَِب ادَمَأَ  هُنَْیَبوَ  اهَنَْیَب  َّنأَ  وَْل  ُّدوَتَ  ءٍوسُ  نِم 

دِابَعِْلاِب فُوءُرَ  هَُّللاوَ  هُسَْفَن  هَُّللا  مُکُرُذِّحَُیوَ 

On the Day (of Judgement) when everyone shall find present what he has done of . " 30
good; but (as for) what he has done of evil, he will wish there were a far distance

between it and himself; and Allah warns you to be cautious of (disobeying) His

." Essence and Allah is full of pity to the servants

Commentary: verse 30

This verse is similar to verse No. 49 from Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18, which says: "... what they

(, ..." had done they shall find present (in the Hereafter

It is cited in Al-Burhān, the commentary, that every Friday when Imam Sajjād, the

fourth Imam (a.s.), wanted to preach for people in Masjid-un-Nabiy (p.b.u.h.) he

.recited this verse

:Explanations

.In the Hereafter, our today deeds will be incarnated in front of us . 1

On the Day (of Judgement) when everyone shall find present what he has done of " 
 ..." good

On the Day of Judgement, the evildoers will be ashamed of their own deeds that . 2
.they have done in this world

The warning of Allah is a sign of His kindness towards His servants in order that they . 3
.do not commit sins

Many of those actions that people like to do in this fleeting world, will be hatred . 4
.through them in the Hereafter

but (as for) what he has done of evil, he will wish there were a far distance "... 
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 ..." between it and himself
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.On that Day, regret will be of no avail and wishes will not be doable . 5

.The origin of warnings is also His love and His kindness . 6

 ..." and Allah warns you to be cautious of (disobeying) His Essence "... 

.The Lord loves all people . 7

." and Allah is Full of Pity to the servants "... 

.The Pity of Allah towards people is direct . 8

." and Allah is Full of Pity to the servants "... 

****

p: 127

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1519 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.( Section 4:Allah's Choice of the Descendants of Abraham (a.s

Point

.Sins of those who love Allah and His Apostle are forgiven

.Mary's dedication for service to the Lord

.The glad tidings to Zachariah of being granted a son

مْکَُبوُنذُ مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتنکُ  نءِإ  لُْق   31

مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ 

Say: ` If you love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your . " 31
 '." sins; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 31

The verses under discussion, including the above verse, have been revealed about a
group of the People of the Book, (the Christians from Najrān), who used to say: " We

are the lovers of the Lord." Then Allah defines ` the followers of the Apostle of Allah '
:as the clear example of this love, and tells His Apostle Muhammad thus

, ..." Say, ` If you love Allah, then follow me " 

If you are true in what you claim that you love Allah then follow the Apostle of Allah.
This act of following is the same as obeying Allah. It is in this case that, Allah loves you

.and forgives your sins

;Allah will ` love you and forgive you your sins "... 

 '." and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

****
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هََّللا َّنءِإف  ْاوَّْلوَتَ  نءِإف  لَوسَُّرلاوَ  هََّللا  ْاوعُیطِأَ  لُْق   23

نَیرِِفاکَْلا ُّبحُِی  لاَ 

Say: ` Obey Allah and the Apostle '. But if they turn back, then verily Allah does not . " 32
." love the disbelievers

Commentary: verse 32

The love of Allah due to His servant is that He wills to reward the servant, while the

love of a servant towards the Lord is that the one heartily wishes to obey Him and to

serve Him, because love originate from one's intention. Then, to emphasize on this

:subject, the Qur'ān says

 '. ..." Say: ` Obey Allah and the Apostle " 

The objective meaning of this sentence is as such: if you claim that you love Allah,
then you should reveal the sign of your love by obeying and following Allah and His

.Messenger

But, if you disobey Him and His Apostle by rejecting the religion of Allah, the case is
.different

, ..." But if they turn back "... 

Then, Allah does not love disbelievers and, as a result of their infidelity, He will not

.give them any reward

." Then verily Allah does not love the disbelievers "... 

****
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مَیهِ رَْبءِإ  لَاءَوَ  احًوُنوَ  مَدَاءَ  یفَطَصْا  هََّللا  َّنءِإ   33

نَیمَِلاعَْلا یلَعَ  رَمْعِ نَ  لَاءَوَ 

ضٍْعَب نِم  اهَضُْعَب  هًَّیرِّذُ   34

مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ  هَُّللاوَ 

Verily Allah chose Adam and Noah, and the progeny of Abraham and the progeny . " 33
." of `Imrān above all people

." Some of them are offsprings of the others; and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing . " 34

Commentary: verse 33-34

From this verse on, the explanation of the story of Mary and her forefathers begins.
The purpose of ` the family of Abraham ' mentioned in this verse is Ismael and Issac

and the offsprings of these two. The purpose of ` family of `Imrān ' is Moses and

.Aron, the sons of `Imrān-ibn-Yasḥar

Verily Allah chose Adam and Noah, and the progeny of Abraham and the progeny of " 
." `Imrān above all people

****

The term /ðurriyah / (offspring) is another form used instead of `the family of

Abraham and the family of `Imrān ', and the phrase /ba`duhā min ba`din / (one of the

other) means that the family of Abraham and the family of `Imrān are both progenies

.from one origin separated from each other

." Some of them are offsprings of the others; and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing " 

In some commentary books,(1) it is cited that `the family of
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vol. 2, p. 433
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Abraham' is the same as ` the family of Muhammad ', Viz. Ahlul-Bayt, who, after

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), are the immaculate ones from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali and

Fatimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s.) up to Hadrat Mahdī (May Allah hasten his glad advent), and

that Allah does not choose any one from amongst His servants unless the one be

sinless, pure, and immaculate. Therefore, such special persons elected from the

family of Abraham and the family of `Imrān have to be the ones who have been

.sinless, whether they would have been choosen as prophets or as Imans

****
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ارًَّرحَُم یِنطَْب  یِف  امَ  کََل  تُرْذََن  یِّنءِإِّبرَ  رَمْعِ نَ  تُأَرَْما  تَِلاقَ  ذْءِإ   35

ِنِم یّ لَّْبقَتَفَ 

مُیِلعَْلا عُیمَِّسلا  تَنأَ  کََّنءِإ 

یثَنأُ آهَُتْعضَوَ  یِّنءِإِّبرَ  تَْلاقَ  اهَْتعَضَوَ  اَّملَفَ   36

یثَنلاُْاکَ رُکََّذلا  سَْیَلوَ  تْعَضَوَ  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  هَُّللاوَ 

مَیَرْمَ اهَُتْیَّمسَ  یِّنءِإو 

مِیجَِّرلا -نِ  طَْیَّشلا نَِم  اهَتََّیرِّذُوَ  کَِب  اهَذُیعِأُ  یِّنءِإو 

Remember) when the wife of `Imran said: ` My Lord! Verily I vowed to You what . " ) 35
is within my womb to be (dedicated) for You (for Your service) freed; therefore accept

'." from me; verily you are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

So, when she delivered her, she said: ` My Lord! I have delivered a female (child) . 36
and Allah knew best what she delivered and the male is not like the female; and I

,have named her Mary

'." and I commend her and her offspring into Your protection from the accursed Satan

Commentary: verse 35-36

The spouse of `Imrān, son of Māthān, was Mary's mother and grand mother of Jesus

(a.s.). Her name was Ḥannah. She had a sister by the name of 'Ishā` who was

Zachariah's wife. Her father's name was Fāghūth. Thus, both Mary and Yahyā (John)
.were cousins for each other

The term /muhạrrir/, mentioned in the verse, means `freed' for serving in Jerusalem

.so that another person does not appoint her upon doing one's own affairs

: ... " Remember) when the wife of `Imran said " )
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It is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who has said: " Allah revealed `Imrān that He

would give him a son who could heal the blind and the leprous and raise the dead to

life by Allah's leave, and He would make of him a prophet unto the Children of Israel.
(`Imrān infromed his wife of that matter."(1

:So, when Ḥannah became pregnant with Mary, she said

My Lord! Verily I vowed to You what is within my womb to be (dedicated) for You "...` 
; ..." (for Your service) freed, therefore accept from me

Here, the phrase ` accept from me ' means that, I ask You to accept my vow with

.Your consent

'." Verily You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing " ...

****

: ..." So, when she delivered her, she said " 

The spouse of `Imran wished to deliver a son, but when she delivered Mary she

:became ashamed and, with her head hung, bashfully said

( , ..." My Lord! I have delivered a female (child "... ` 

Imrān's wife expressed this statement with sigh and regret, because she hoped to`

deliver a son and hence she vowed to devote him for the service of the Lord in the

.place of worship

; ..." and Allah knew best what she delivered and the male is not like the female "... 

And You know that, for the aim I have vowed, son and daughter are not alike. A

female can not afford the duties concerned to a male as he is able to perform them.
:Therefore, to magnify her she-child, Allah, in reply to her, said

- ..." and Allah knew best what she delivered "... 

This response means that the Lord is more cognizant than her to Mary and what is

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1526 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_133_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.concerned to her due to the important affairs that her mother dose not know
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, ..." and I have named her Mary "... 

It is recognized from this sentence that naming Mary with this appellation was done

by her mother at the time of delivery. By the way, it should be noted that the term

Mary, in their lexicon, meant `a saint worshipping lady '. So, this kind of naming had

been a sign of ultimate love and affection of that pure mother for dedicating her dear

child alongside the path of the servitude of Allah (s.w.t.). That is why, after performing

this auspicious naming, she asked the Lord to protect this child and the progeny that

would come into being from her thereafter from the temptations of Satan and to keep

.them in His merciful shelter

and I commend her and her offspring into Your protection from the accursed " ... 
'." Satan

****
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نٍسَحَ لٍوُبقَِب  اهَُّبرَ  اهَلََّبقَتَفَ   37

اَّیرِکَزَ اهَلََّفکَوَ  انًسَحَ  اتًابََن  اهَتَبَنأَوَ 

اقًزْرِ اهَدَنعِ  دَجَوَ  بَارَحْمِْلا  اَّیرِکَزَ  اهَْیلَعَ  لَخَدَ  امََّلکُ 

هَِّللا دِنعِ  نِْم  وَهُ  تَْلاقَ  اذَهَ  کَِل  یَّنأَ  مُیَرْمَایَ  لَاقَ 

بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب  ءُاشَیَ  نمَ  قُزُرْیَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

So, her Lord accepted her with a good acceptance and made (the plant of) her . " 37
.grow a goodly growth, and He cherished her under the care of Zakariya

Whenever Zakariya entered the sanctury to (see) her, he would find with her a

.sustenance

 ? ' He said: ` O' Mary! Whence have you got this

She said: ` It is from Allah. Verily Allah provides with sustenance for whomever He

'." wills without measure

Commentary: verse 37

... " So, her Lord accepted her with a good acceptance " 

Mary was a girl, yet Allah accepted the vow of her mother with pleasure (that she be

.set in Jerusalem to serve instead of a boy), which itself was a grace of Allah to her

, ..." and made (the plant of) her grow a goodly growth "... 

The Lord made her growth and development good. He (s.w.t.) trained her well and, in
.all circumstances in her life, improved her affairs nicely

; ..." and He cherished her under the care of Zakariya "... 

That is, Allah added Mary to the family members (Ahlul-Bayt) of Zachariah and caused

.him to be Mary's cherisher and guardian, as well as a sponsor of her interests
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whenever Zakariya entered the sanctury to (see) her, he would find with her a "... 
. ..." sustenance
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Every time Zachariah entered Mary's sanctury, (and he used to do it frequently), he

.would find fresh wholesome fruits with her which did not belong to that season

 ? ' ..." He said: ` O' Mary! Whence have you got this "... 

:When Zachariah asked her where that sustenance had come from, Mary answered

 '. ..." She said: ` It is from Allah "... 

That is, Mary replied him that it had come from Heaven, and that was a grace from

.the side of Allah unto her

In Kashshāf Commentary, (At-Tafsir-ul-Kashshāf), it is cited that during the time of

famine and drought, one day the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had become hungry. Then,
Fātimah (a.s.) sent two loaves of bread and some meat as a present for him in order

to make him happy and honour him. The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), carrying that present

:with him, came to Fātimah's house. When he entered the house, he said

. " My daughter! come to me " 

When she came nigh to him, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) put the cover from over the tray

aside. At that time, (those who were present there saw that) the tray was full of bread

and meat. So, Fātimah was surprised when she saw them and comprehended that

.they had come down from the side of Allah

 ? " Then the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) asked her: " Whence has this come to you

Fātimah (a.s.), answered: " It is from Allah. He provides with sustenance for

." whomever He wills without measure

Then, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: " I praise Allah Who has set you (O'

(." Fātimah! ) like the chief Lady of the women of Israelites (i.e. Mary

After that, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) called Hadrat Ali-ibn, Abī Tālib (a.s.), Imam Hassan

(a.s.), Imam Husayn (a.s.) and all the members of his house to gather around that tray.
Then, all of them ate from that food so that they satiated. Yet, there was still some
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considerable food remained in the tray, (so much so as if nothing had been consumed

of it). So, Ḥadrat Fātimah (a.s.) distributed it among people living in her
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(neighbourhood. (1

.' " Verily Allah provides with sustenance for whomever He wills without measure "... 

Allah gives sustenance without measure since His power and sovereignty has no limit

.or finite, and whatever is taken from it, nothing will be decreased of it

****
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ِیطَ هًبَّ هًَّیرِّذُ  کَندَُّل  نِم  یِل  بْهَ  بِّرَ  لَاقَ  وهَُّبرَ  اَّیرِکَزَ  اعَدَ  کَِلانَهُ   38

ءِاعَُّدلا عُیمِسَ  کََّنءِإ 

بِارَحْمِْلا یِف  ِلصَُی  یّ مٌئاقَ  وَهُوَ  هُکَئالَمَْلا  هُْتدَانَفَ   39

هَِّللا ِم  نَّ هٍمَِلکَِب  اقَدِّصَُم  ییَحْیَِب  كَرُشِّبَُی  هََّللا  َّنأَ 

نَیحِِلاَّصلا ِم  نَّ ایِبَنوَ  ارًوصُحَوَ  ِیسَوَ  ادًّ

:It was then (that) Zakariya prayed to his Lord; he said . " 38

My Lord! grant me from You a good offspring; verily You are the Hearer of all `

'." prayers

:Then the angels called unto him while he was standing praying in the sanctuary . " 39

Verily Allah gives you the glad tidings of Yahya (who comes) to confirm a Word from ` 
'." Allah, and honourable and chaste, and a prophet from among the righteous

Commentary: verse 38-39

; ..." It was then (that) Zakariya prayed to his Lord " 

The first Qur'ānic word mentioned in the above verse is /hunālika/ which means: ` in
that place '. It was the place at the sunctuary where Zachariah saw the position and

honour of Mary with Allah and wished he had also a child from his wife, 'Īshā`, similar

.to the child of his sister, Ḥannah, although his wife was barren

; ..." he said: ` My Lord! grant me from You a good offspring "... 

.Zachariah prayed and asked his Lord to give him an auspicious, pious and sound child

." Verily You are the Hearer of all prayers " ... 

****

Then the angels called unto him while he was standing praying in the " 
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sanctuary: ` Verily Allah gives you the glad tidings of Yahya (who comes) to confirm a
Word from Allah, and honourable and chaste, and a prophet from among the

'." righteous

At that time, when Zachariah (a.s.) was standing praying in the sactuary, some angels

called him that Allah granted him the glad tidings of a son, Yahỵā (John), in the case

that he (John) would confirm the Word of Allah (Hadrat Masīh,̣ Jesus), and would

become a leader and honourable. He would be apart from low desires and a prophet

.from among the pious

Thus, not only Allah informed him the acceptance of his prayer by the angels, but also

:stated five characteristics of the qualities of that pure child. They are as follows

Yahyā (John) acknowledged Jesus (a.s.) as a true prophet and he believed him. John . 1
was six months older than Jesus (a.s.), and he confirmed his prophethood. He was the

first certifier of him and testified that Jesus (a.s.) was the Word and the Spirit of Allah.
This very fact was one of the miracles concerning Jesus (a.s.), as well as the most

authoritative means of the advent and propagation of his auspicious prophethood,
.because people did accept the statement of John due to his piety and truthfulness

By the way, in Arabic, the terms `Īsā and Yahỵā nearly have a similar meaning. Both

'. of them mean `to live long

, ..." who comes) to confirm a Word from Allah "... )

Yahỵā (John) became the chief of his tribe aṇd had preference over them from the . 2
.point of honesty, knowledge, worship, and good manner

, ..." honourable and chaste "... 

He restrained himself from the low desires, and also from following the violent filthy . 3
.passions, and mammonism

He would become an honest exalted prophet. It should also be noted that the . 4
prophethood of John had been settled from his childhood. The reference for this
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meaning is Sura Maryam, No, 19, verse 13 which says: "... and we granted him wisdom

." while yet a child

That is, we gave him the rank of prophethood at the time of his childhood. In many

Islamic traditions, the Imamate of Hadrat Imam
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Jawād (a.s.), who became Imam when he was seven years old, as well as

the Imamate of Hadrat Mahdi (may Allah hasten his glad advent), have

been reasoned to John and Jesus (a.s.) who became prophets when they

(were in the course of their childhood.(1

." and a prophet from among the righteous "... 

.This prophet (John) was from amongst the righteous people . 5

****
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رٌِقاعَ یِتأَرَْماوَ  رُبَکِْلا  یَِنغَلََب  دْقَوَ  مٌالَغُ  یِل  نُوکُیَ  یَّنأَ  بِّرَ  لَاقَ   40

ءُآشَیَ امَ  لُعَْفیَ  هَُّللا  کَِل  ذَکَ  لَاقَ 

He said: ` My Lord! how can I have a son (born) while, indeed, old age has already . " 40
:over taken me, and my wife is barren ? ' He said

'." Even so does Allah whatsoever He pleases ` 

Commentary: verse 40

By hearing that glad tidings, Zachariah became very happy so that he could not

:conceal his surprise because of such a subject that happened. Therefore

He said: ` My Lord! how can I have a son (born) while, indeed, old age has already " 
 ? ' ..." over taken me, and my wife is barren

:Then, he was answered thus

'." He said: ` Even so does Allah whatsoever He pleases "... 

With this concise sentence, which laid emphasis on the influence of the Divine Will,
.Zachariah was convinced

****
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سَاَّنلا ِلکَُت  مَّ َّلاأَ  کَُتیَاءَ  لَاقَ  هًیَاءَ  یِّل  لعَجْا  بِّرَ  لَاقَ   41

ِبسَوَ حّْ ارًیِثکَ  کََّبَّر  رکُذْاوَ  ازًْمرَ  َّلاءِإ  مٍاَّیأَ  هََثالََث 

رِاکَْبءِلاْاوَ یِّشِعَْلاِب 

 '. He (Zakariya) said: ` My lord! appoint a token for me . " 41

He said: ` The token for you (will be) that you can not speak unto human beings for

;three days except by signals

and remember your Lord immensely and glorify (Him) in the evening and early

." morning

Commentary: verse 41

Here, Zachariah (a.s.) asked Allah (s.w.t.) for a token for that glad tidings he received,
in order to make his heart completely certain. It was similar to the case that Abraham

(a.s.) requested Allah (s.w.t.) to see the scene of resurrection to make his heart certain

.more than before

 '. ..." He (Zakariya) said: ` My Lord! appoint a token for me " 

In answer to him, Allah said that the token for him was that he could not speak to

people for three days, except by signals, and his tongue, without having any disease

:or natural disorder, would stop talking with men

He said: ` The token for you (will be) that you can not speak unto human beings for "... 
; ..." three days except by signals

:Yet, to show his (Zachariah's) gratitude to that bounty, the verse says

and remember your Lord immensely and glorify (Him) in the evening and early "... 
." morning

Thus, the Lord accepted the request of Zachariah. But his tongue could not move

speaking with people for three days and nights without being involved by any natural
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cause. Yet, in the meanwhile, he was in a condition that he was still able to be busy

murmuring the name of Allah. That wonderful state was a sign of Allah's power

dominated
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over everything. The Lord, Who is able to open the speechless dumb tongue when it
starts to invoke the name of Allah, is also able to bring a believing child into existence

from a fruitless barren womb. This occurrence can be the manifestation of the

.remembrance of the Providence, too

****
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(Section 5, the glad tidings about the birth of Jesus (a.s

Point

كِافَطَصْا هََّللا  َّنءِإ  مُیَرْمَایَ  هُکَئلَمَْلا  تَِلاقَ  ذْءِإو   42

نَیمَِلاعَْلا ءِاسَِن  یلَعَ  كِافَطَصْاوَ  كِرََّهطَوَ 

:And (remember) when the angels said . " 42

O' Mary! Verily Allah has chosen you and purified you and preferred you above the ` 
 '." women of the worlds

Commentary: verse 42

It is cited in some commentary books such as: Al-Minār, Qurtubī, Marāqī, Rouhul-
Bayān, and Fakhr-Rāzī that the preeminents of the women of the world were four

persons: Mary, 'Āsiyah, Khadījah, and Fātimah (a.s.). Some Islamic literature, narrated

from Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), also denotes that Mary was the preeminent woman among the

women of her time, while Fātimah (a.s.) is the preeminent throughout of the history.
(1) It should be noted, of course, that when Allah, the Wise, chooses a person as

preeminent it is because of a special series of efficiencies and eligibilities that the one

has. So, this preeminence of Mary over all women of the world was not but because of

her piety and virtues. Yes, she had been chosen to give birth to a prophet such as

.(. Jesus (a.s

:Explanations

.Angels may speak to human beings other than prophets, too . 1

A woman can reach the rank of Divine sainthood so that Allah sends messages to . 2
.her

Mary was both chosen for virtues and became the preeminent of the women. That . 3
is why the Arabic phrase /'isṭafāki/ (has chosen you) has been repeated twice in the

.verse
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:And (remember) when the angels said " 

O' Mary! Verily Allah has chosen you and purified you and preferred you above the ` 
 '." women of the worlds

p: 144
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نَیعِکِ َّرلا  عَمَ  یعِکَرْاوَ  يدِجُسْاوَ  کِِّبرَِل  یِتُنْقا  مُیَرْمَایَ   43

O' Mary! worship your Lord devoutly and prostrate yourself and bow you down . " 43
(." with those who bow (unto Him

Commentary: verse 43

:In this verse, the statement is from other angels who addressed Mary and told her

O' Mary! worship your Lord devoutly and prostrate yourself and bow you down with " 
(." those who bow (unto Him

This accomplishment of Mary, indeed, is a kind of gratitude for those great bounties

.she was given

By the way, the attendance of women in worshipping communities has been

(. recommended, (on the condition that women treat similar to that which Mary did

****
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نَوقُْلُی ذْءِإ  مْهِْیدََل  تَنکُ  امَوَ  کَْیَلءِإ  هِیحِوُن  بِْیغَْلا  ءِابَنأَ  نِْم  کَِل  44 ذَ 

مْهِْیدََل تَنکُ  امَوَ  مَیَرْمَ  لُفُکْیَ  مْهُُّیأَ  مْهُمَالَْقأَ 

نَومُصِتَخْیَ ذْءِإ 

;This is of the news of the Unseen which we reveal to you . " 44

and you were not with them when they did cast (their lots with) their pens as to which

;of them should have the charge of Mary

and you were not with them (to see) when they were quarrelling (among

(." themselves

Commentary: verse 44

This verse points to another part of the story of Mary. It denotes that: O' Muhammad!
what Was expressed for you about the story of Mary and Zachariah is from among

:the news of Unseen revealed to you

; ..." This is of the news of the Unseen which We revealed to you " 

This is revealed to you because these stories in this form, which are proper and free

from any superstition, and whose reference is merely heavenly revelation of the

Qur'ān, are not found in any of the former revealed Books, those which have been

.distorted later

Then, it continues saying that when they throwing their pens into water to cast their

lots in order to decide who should have the charge of Mary, you were not present

therein with them. And also, when the scholars of the Israelite were quarrelling

among themselves to obtain the honour of her guardianship, you were not with them.
.So, We informed you of all of them by means of revelation

and you were not with them (to see) when they were quarrelling (among "... 
(." themselves
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It is understood from this verse and the verses of Sura As-̣Sāfāt, No 37, about Yunus

(Jonah) that when a problem comes forth which is not soluble, or when there is an

endless dispute with quarrelling that no way is found to put an end to it, and it is

.impossible to unite that knot, casting a lot can be applied
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هٍمَِلکَِب كِرُشِّبَُی  هََّللا  َّنءِإ  مُیَرْمَایَ  هُکَئالَمَْلا  تَِلاقَ  ذْءِإ   45

یِف اهًیجِوَ  مَیَرْمَ  نُْبا  یسَیعِ  حُیسِمَْلا  هُمُسْا  ِم  هُْنّ

نَیِبَّرقَمُْلا نَِموَ  هِرَخِلاَْاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

Remember) when the angels said: ` O' Mary! Verily Allah gives you the glad . " ) 45
tidings with a Word from Him whose name shall be Christ, Jesus, son of Mary;

(." eminent in this world and the Hereafter, and of those nearest (to Allah

Commentary: verse 45

In the Qur'ān, Jesus is nominated to /kalimah/ (word) which, in the Qur'ānic texts, has

been used in the sense of a `creature'. One example is its application in Sura Al-Kahf,
No. 18, Verse 109, where it says: "... the sea would surely be consumed before the

words of my Lord are exhausted, ..." Here, `words' has been rendered into

'. `creatures

The commendation ` held in honour in this world and the Hereafter ' has been used in
the Qur'ān only for Jesus (a.s.) and, thus, none else is qualified by it throughout the

.Qur'ān

:Explanations

The position of a woman elevates so high that Allah talks to her by the way of . 1
.angels

Remember) when the angels said: ` O' Mary! Verily Allah gives you the glad tidings " )
 ..." with a word from Him

Allah sometimes nominates His saints before their birth: "... whose name shall be . 2
, ..." Christ, Jesus

..." Jesus (a.s.) is not a son of Allah but he is a creature of Allah: "... a Word from Him . 3

How can be the son of Allah the one who was borne from Mary and had passed the

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1548 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


; ..." foetal course! "... son of Mary

.A child is a bounty . 4

(." eminent in this world and the Hereafter, and of those nearest (to Allah "...
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نَیحِِلاَّصلا نَِموَ  لاًهْکَوَ  دِهْمَْلا  یِف  سَاَّنلا  ِلکَُیوَ  مُّ  46

And he will speak to the people in the cradle and in adulthood, and will be one of . " 46
." the righteous

:Commentary

To speak as prediction in cradle is the miracle of Jesus. He spoke to people when he

was in cradle. His speech, when he would become aged, was another prediction of

.Jesus which meant he would live to become grown up

, ...." And he will speak to the people in the cradle and in adulthood " 

Explanations: verse 46

The One who is able to bring a child for Mary without having a husband, can make a . 1
.baby speak in the cradle

Where Allah wills to protect a person from accusation and imputation, He makes the . 2
.mute tongue of a baby speak

.Where Allah intends, a baby speaks like a grown up person, too . 3

.The child of a righteous woman, such as Mary, is Jesus, the righteous . 4

." and will be one of the righteous "... 

In childhood, too, it is possible for him to convey the message of Allah to others. So, . 5
some of our Imams, like Imam Jawād (a.s.), Imam Ali-an-Naghī (a.s.), and Imam al-

.Mahdī (a.s.), were appointed to Imamate when they were in childhood

****
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رٌشََب یِنسْسَمْیَ  مَْلوَ  دٌَلوَ  یِل  نُوکُیَ  یَّنأَ  بِّرَ  تَْلاقَ   74

ءُاشَیَ امَ  قُُلخْیَ  هَُّللا  کِِل  ذَکَ  لَاقَ 

نُوکُیَفَ نْکُ  وهَُل  لُوقُیَ  امََّنءِإف  ارًْمأَ  یضَقَ  اذَءِإ 

 ? ' She said: ` My Lord! how can I have a child when no man has touched me . " 47

.He said: ` Even so Allah creates what He pleases

 '." When he decrees a matter (to be), He only says to it `BE!' and it is

Commentary: verse 47

The Will of Allah is the cause of creation and he can create without any material

means or material cause. Allah is the cause of all causes. Sometimes He takes the

effect of a thing from it and sometimes gives a particular effect to a thing. The

appearance of existence, the maintenance of existence, the effects of existence, and

the quantity, the quality and the duration of the effects of all things depend on the Will

and pleasure of Allah. The Qur'ān, in answer to the request of Zachariah, says: " Even

so does Allah whatsoever He pleases."(1) While in answer to Mary it says: " Even so

Allah creates what he pleases." The secret of this difference does creates in the

statement may lie in this that a child coming forth from a lady without being touched

with a spouse is more surprising than that an old man brings an offspring from his old

.wife

:Then, to complete this meaning, the Qur'ān says

 '." When He decrees a matter (to be), He only says to it `BE!' and it is "...

:Explanations

Allah is powerful in creation. He can create creatures both through the natural . 1
means and without natural means. Both of them
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The Quran, Sura Al-i-Imran, No. 3, verse 40 1 - 1
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,are the same for Him

.He said: ` Even so Allah creates what He pleases "... 

 '." When he decrees a matter (to be), He only says to it `BE!' and it is

.Allah's creation through an unusual way is not a new thing . 2

.This manner has had some former samples, too

It does not matter for a person to wonder and ask question when its origin is not . 3
.denial and obtimacy

 ? '..." She said: ` My Lord! how can I have a child when no man has touched me " 

****
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لَیجِنءِلاْاوَ هَارَوَّْتلاوَ  هَمَکْحِْلاوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  ِلعَُیوَ  هُمُّ  48

." And He will teach him the Book, and the wisdom, and the Torah and the Evangel . " 48

Commentary: verse 48

In commentary books provided by both main Islamic schools of thought, it is cited that

the purpose of the Qur'ānic phrase ` He will teach the Book ' is ` writing, and teaching

how to write ' and the purpose of /hịkmah/ (wisdom) is being conversant unto the

merits, effects, goodnesses and evils of things, deeds morals and beliefs, whether

.those things belong to this world or to the coming world

:Explanations

One of the principles and conditions of leadership is knowing the necessary things . 1
.being conversant unto science, wisdom, and the contents of the heavenly Books

." And He will teach him the Book, and the wisdom, and the Torah and the Evangel " 

At any time, the leader of a community should have conversance of the former . 2
.( incidents and laws. (Jesus (a.s.) was taught Torah which was from the time of Moses

****
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مْکُِّبَّر ِم  نّ هٍیَاِب  مکُُتْئجِ  دْقَ  یِّنأَ  لَیءِ  رَسْءِإ  یِنَب  یَلءِإلاًوسُرَوَ   49

رِْیَّطلا هِْیهَکَ  نِیطِّلا  ِم  نَّ مکَُل  قُُلخْأَ  یِّنأَ 

اًرَْیطَ نُوکُیَفَ  هِیِف  خُفُنأَفَ 

هَِّللا نِذْءِإب 

هَِّللا نِذْءِإب  یتَوْمَْلا  یِحْأُوَ  صَرَْبلاَْاوَ  هَمَکْلاَْا  ئرُِْبأُوَ 

مْکُِتوُیُب یِف  نَورُخَِّدتَ  امَوَ  نَوُلکُأْتَ  امَِب  ِبَنأُوَ  مکُُئّ

مْکَُّل هًیَلاََ  کَِل  یِف ذَ  َّنءِإ 

نَیِنِمؤُّْم مُتنکُ  نءِإ 

,And (He will make Jesus) a Messenger to the Children of Israel . " 49

.saying): `Verily, I have come to you with a sign from your Lord)

,I will make for you like the figure of a bird out of clay, then I will breathe into it

;and it shall become a bird by Allah's leave

and I will (also) heal the blind and the leprous and will raise the dead to life by Allah's

;leave

.and I will inform you of what you eat and what you store up in your houses

. " Verily in that is a sign for you if you (indeed) are believers

Commentary: verse 49

Point

:This verse points to the miracles of Jesus (a.s.). At first it says

, ..." And (He will make Jesus) a Messenger to the Children of Israel " 
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:Then, the Qur'ān continues saying that he was commissioned to tell people

. ..." I have come to you with a sign from your Lord "... 
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:This sign was not only a single sign but it had also some numerous branches; thus

I will make for you like the figure of a bird out of clay, then I will breathe into it, and "... 
; ..." it shall become a bird by Allah's leave

Then, it refers to his second miracle and states about the treatment of refractory

:diseases in some ordinary ways. It says

... " and I will (also) heal the blind and the leprous "... 

No doubt these subjects, specially for the physicians and scholars of that time, were

.some undeniable miracles

(The miracles of Jesus(a.s

:In the third stage, it points to another miracle, saying

; ..." and will raise the dead to life by Allah's leave " ... 

This phenomenon is something that is considered among miracles and extraordinary

actions at any time or period. The writer of Majma`-ul-Bayān, the commentary, says

that Jesus (a.s.) raised many dead persons to life. Among them, it happened that he

saw a dead was being carried in a coffin on the shoulders of people. Jesus (a.s.)
prayed for the dead one to bring him back to life again when the dead raised to life

and came down from people's shoulder. Then he wore clothes and returned to his

(home and, later, he got a son. (1

Another time Jesus (a.s.) raised a ten-year-old girl to life when it was one day after

her death. She returned home and, after a length of time, she married and borne an

.offspring

These kind of miracles also occurred abundantly by, and at the time of the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) and Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) and other Imams from Ahlul-
Bayt (a.s.). For example, one day a man from Kufah, an ancient city in Mesopotamia,

:came to Hadrat Ridā in Khorāsān, located in the east of Iran, and said
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O' progeny of the Messenger of Allah! the inhabitants of Kufah have seen many " 
miracles from your ancestor, Amir-ul- Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) and, now, I ask you to do a

." miracle so that I can take it as a present to the people of Kufah

Hadrat Ridā (a.s.), addressing the man, said: " What do you want
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that I do ? " " My mother has died," the man said: " I ask you to invocate that Allah

." raises her to life

Imam Ridā told him: ' Return home and you will find your mother alive." When the

man reached home in Kufah, he found his mother alive. He announced to people that

the happening was the miracle of Imam Ridā. So, that woman lived for some years

(after that and finally she died again. (1

It is noteworthy that the reason that Jesus (a.s.) was given those kinds of miracle was

that at his time the science of medicine had progressed vastly. So, Allah appointed his

miracle of the same knowledge of that time so that Jesus (a.s.) could overcome the

scientists and scholars of his time, expert in that field, in order that his prophethood

.be proved

The similar case happened for Moses, son of `Imrān (a.s.), when sorcery had gone to

its climax and had spread very vastly. Allah gave him the miracle of Rod to nullify their

.magics, and made the sorcerers unable to bring something like that

The knowledge and art of the people at the time of our prophet, Muhammad Musṭafā

(p.b.u.h.), was rhetorics and elegance. Therefore, Allah manifested the miracle of the

Qur'ān to them: the surprising tone and the wonders of statements, and the

marvellous style of the word of Allah, all of which made those people unable to bring

.the like of it

However, in the fourth stage, it refers to the hidden secrets of people. Usually

everybody has some personal affairs in his / her life that are mysteries and others

:rarely know them, but Jesus (a.s.) said

. ..." and I will inform you of what you eat and what you store up in your houses " ... 

:At the end, the verse, referring to all of these four divine miracles, says

." Verily in that is a sign for you if you (indeed) are believers "... 

It is understood from the content of the above mentioned verse, as well as the similar
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verses of this sense in the Qur'ān, that the saints
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and Messengers of Allah can, by His leave, interfere in the world of nature and

creation, when it is necessary. They can cause some incidents to happen which are

extraordinary and different from the natural process of the current affairs. This

matter is something higher than Mastership /wilāyah/ (in religion, i.e. guardianship

over people), which, in Islamic literature, idiomatically is called: /wilāyat takwīnī/, i.e.
(. (genetic authority

****
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هِارَوَّْتلا نَِم  َّيدَیَ  نَْیَب  امَِّل  اقًدِّصَُموَ   50

مکُُتْئجِوَ مْکُْیلَعَ  مَرِّحُ  يذَِّلا  ضَْعَب  مکَُل  َّلحِلاُِوَ 

نِوعُیطِأَوَ هََّللا  ْاوقَُّتافَ  مْکُِّبَّر  ِم  نّ هٍیَاَِب 

And (I come) conforming that which is before me of the Torah and to make lawful . " 50
to you a part of that which has been forbidden unto you; and I come unto you with a

." sign from your Lord; therefore, be in awe of Allah and obey me

Commentary: verse 50

This verse is also the continuation of the expressions of Jesus (a.s.). In fact, he

:explains a part of the aims of his appointment to prophethood. It says

..." And (I come) conforming that which is before me of the Torah " 

He said he also came to allow them to use some of the things which (because of

transgression and sin) had become forbidden for them. (The things were such as the

.( meat of camel, some of animal fats, some birds, and some kinds of fish

; ..." and to make lawful to you a part of that which has been forbidden unto you "... 

:Then, it adds

; ..." and I came unto you with a sign from your Lord "... 

Through Sura Al-'An`ām, No 6, verse 146, Allah says: " And to those who were Jews

We made unlawful every animal having claws, and of oxen and sheep We made

unlawful to them the fat of both, except such as was on their backs or the entrails or

: ..." what was mixed with bones

Therefore; may be, those unlawful things which became lawful by Jesus (a.s.) are

.these very things

:And, at the end of the verse, it concludes thus
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." therefore, be in awe of Allah and obey me "... 

****
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اذَ هُودُُبعْافَ هَ- مْکُُّبرَوَ  یِّبرَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ   51

مٌیقِتَسُّْم رَصِ طٌ 

Verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord: therefore worship (only) Him; this is a . " 51
." straight path

Commentary: verse 51

In this verse, the Qur'ān speaks from the tongue of Jesus (a.s.), and to remove any

ambiguity or doubt and falsehood, and also in order that some people do not attach

:his exceptional birth as a means for his divinity, it says

Verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord: therefore worship (only) Him; this is a straight " 
." path

Here, Jesus (a.s.) emphasizes that you must worship only Allah, (s.w.t.) neither me nor

anything else. This is the way of monotheism, the straight path, not the path of

.paganism nor the path of duality or polytheism

There are many other verses in the Qur'ān, too, wherein Jesus (a.s.) emphasizes on

his worship and servitude before Allah. In spite of what is cited in the present

perverted Evangels from the tongue of Jesus (a.s.) that he often used the term `

Father ' about himself, the Qur'ān narrates the word /rabb/ (Lord) and the like of it

from Jesus (a.s.) which itself is an evidence to his utmost attention toward the effort

and strive against paganism, or against the claim of divinity of Jesus (a.s.). Hence, as

long as Jesus (a.s.) was alive and was among people, no one dared to introduce him as

one of gods. Besides that, as the Christian researchers have confessed, the subject of

Trinity and belief in three gods (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost) appeared

.from the third century A.D

****
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هَِّللا یَلءِإ  يرِاصَنأَ  نْمَ  لَاقَ  رَْفکُْلا  مُهُْنِم  یسَیعِ  َّسحَأَ  آَّملَفَ   52

هَِّللاِب اَّنمَاءَ  هَِّللا  رُاصَنأَ  نُحَْن  نَوُّیرِاوَحَْلا  لَاقَ 

نَومُِلسُْم اَّنأَِب  دْهَشْاوَ 

And when Jesus perceived infidelity on their part, he said: " Who are going to be . " 52
? ' my helpers (on the way) towards Allah

The disciples said: ` We are the helpers (on the way of) Allah! We believe in Allah and

 '." bear you witness that we are Muslims

Commentary: verse 52

The Arabic term /hạwariyūn/ (helpers) is the plural form of /hạwārī/ in the sense of `
change of way '. The ` helpers ' on the way towards Allah were those who left the

.deviated way of people and joined to the path of right

In Safīnat-ul-Bihạ̄r, it is narrated from Imam Ridā (a.s.) who in this respect, said: "

They were some people who purified and brightened themselves and tried to purify

(others both." (1

:It is cited in Al-Kāfī, narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said

The helpers of Jesus left him when the stage of action came forth, but our helpers"

(heartily accept kinds of calamities and do not abandon our obedience. ..."(2

As Moses (a.s.) prophesied, too, before coming Jesus (a.s.), the Jewish people were

waiting for his advent, but when he appeared and the unlawful interest of a perverted

group of Children of Israel were exposed to danger, only a small group followed Jesus

:(a.s.). The verse says

:And when Jesus perceived infidelity on their part, he said " 

? ' ..." Who are going to be my helpers (on the way) towards Allah ` 

Here, only a small group responded this invitation positively. The Qur'ān refers to
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these people as /hạwāriyūm/ (helpers, the special
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.(.( disciples of Jesus (a.s

!The disciples said: ` We are the helpers (on the way of) Allah "...

 '." We believe in Allah and bear you witness that we are Muslims

To prove their sincerity; the disciples of Jesus, in answer to him, said that they were

.the helpers (on the way of) Allah and they did not say that they were his helpers

****
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لَوسَُّرلا انَْعبََّتاوَ  تَْلزَنأَ  امَِب  اَّنمَاءَ  انََّبرَ   53

نَیدِهِاَّشلا عَمَ  انَْبُتکْافَ 

Our Lord! We believe in what You have revealed and we follow the Messenger, so . " 53
." record us among the witnesses

Commentary: verse 53

In this verse, there are some expressions stated which denote to the utmost sincerity

.and theistic belief of the disciples

:They presented their belief unto Allah like this and said

Our Lord! We believe in what You have revealed and we follow the Messenger, so " 
." record us among the witnesses

****
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نَیرِکِامَْلا رُْیخَ  هَُّللاوَ  هَُّللا  رَکَمَوَ  ْاورُکَمَوَ   54

." And they devised, and Allah devised, and Allah is the best devisers . " 54

Commentary: verse 54

At the time of the holy Christ (a.s.), to stop the call of his invitation, a group of evil

people planned some Satanic plots against him. They devised to capture and prison

him in order to set the preparation of his execution by hanging him. So, they assigned

.(. some prizes to those who could show his place or would deliver him (a.s

.But Allah (s.w.t.) obliterated their plots totally and rescued him in the best form

." And they devised, and Allah devised, and Allah is the best devisers " 

:Explanations

The Will and device of Allah is above all kinds of effort and device that anybody may . 1
.bring forth

.The Lord is the supporter of His saints . 2

The evil or good devices and deeds of human beings are the main factors to call the . 3
.wrath or the grace of Allah

****
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Section 6:Promise of Rescue to Jesus

Point

.The Christians were invited to the Spiritual Contest

َّیَلءِإ کَعُِفارَوَ  ِفوَتَُم  کَیّ یِّنءِإ  یسَیعِایَ  هَُّللا  لَاقَ  ذْءِإ   55

ْاورُفَکَ نَیذَِّلا  قَوْفَ  كَوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  لُعِاجَوَ  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  كَرُهِّطَُموَ 

مْکُعُجِرْمَ َّیَلءِإ  َّمُث  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلءِإ 

نَوفُِلتَخْتَ هِیِف  مُْتنکُ  امَیِف  مْکُنَْیَب  مُکُحْأَفَ 

Remember) when Allah said: ` O' Jesus! I will take you and raise you up to Myself . ") 55
and purify you of those who disbelieve and place those who follow you above those

.who disbelieve until the Day of Judgement

Then, unto Me shall be your return and I shall judge between you as to that therein

." you used to differ

Commentary: verse 55

Jesus (a.s.) was never killed

This holy verse is again the continuation of the explanatory verses concerning the life

of Jesus (a.s.). Basing on Sura Nisā', No. 4, verse 157, it is popularly assumed amongst

the Islamic commentators that Jesus (a.s.) was never killed but Allah (s.w.t.) took him

to heaven. The verse under discussion is something referring to the same meaning. It

:says

..." Remember) when Allah said: ` O' Jesus! I will take you and raise you up to Myself " )

:And, then it adds

..." and purify you of those who disbelieve "... 
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The purpose of this purification is saving him from the grips of disbelieving filthy

people; or saving him from unjust accusations and dastardly plots that ended in the

.victory of his religion
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:Then, it continues saying

and place those who follow you above those who disbelieve until the Day of "... 
. ..." Judgement

This verse is one of the miraculous predictive verses of the Qur'ān which speaks of

the hidden news when it says that the followers of Jesus (a.s.) will be always above

:the Jews who were opponent to Jesus. Then it adds

then, unto me shall be your return and I shall judge between you as to that therein " ... 
." you used to differ

That is, what was said about those victories are related to this world, while the final

court and the ultimate Judgement over the deeds of people is something that will

.happen in Hereafter

****
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ایَْنُّدلا یِف  ادًیدِشَ  اًباذَعَ  مْهُُبذِّعَأُفَ  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَفَ   56

نَیرِصِاَّن ِم  نّ مهَُل  امَوَ  هِرَخِلاَْاوَ 

And as to those who disbelieve, I will chastise them with a severe chastisement in . " 56
." this world and the Hereafter, and they will have no helpers

Commentary: verse 56

This verse and the following one are addressed to the Christ (a.s.). It says: when

people return to the Lord and He judges between them, the rows of people separate

from each other. Then, this is the fate of those who recognized the right and rejected

:it

And as to those who disbelieve, I will chastise them with a severe chastisement in " 
." this world and the Hereafter, and they will have no helpers

It is cited in Majma`-ul-Bayān that the chastisement of this world for them is that

they become contemptible by being killed or captured, giving poll-tax, and whatever

from despite and insolence come upon them. And the chastisement of the Hereafter

(is the blazing fire of Hell. (1

****
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تِاحَِلاَّصلا ْاوُلمِعَوَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَوَ   57

مْهُرَوجُأُ ِفوَُیفَ  مْهِیّ

نَیمِِلاَّظلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ لاَ 

And as to those who believe and do righteous works, He will pay them their . " 57
." rewards (fully) and Allah does not love the unjust

Commentary: verse 57

After the explanation about the first group, in this verse, it refers to the second group

:and says

And as to those who believe and do righteous works, He will pay them their rewards " 
(, ..." (fully

:Then, in conclusion, it emphasizes again that

." and Allah does not love the unjust "... 

Thus, the Lord, Who does not love the unjust, will never treat with the servants

.unjustly and will give them their rewards completely

****
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مِیکِحَْلا رِکْذِّلاوَ  تِایَلاَْا  نَِم  کَْیلَعَ  هُوُلْتَن  کَِل  58 ذَ 

." This We recite unto you of the Signs and the Wise Reminder . " 58

Commentary: verse 58

Next to the explanation of the story of Jesus (a.s.), this verse addresses the Prophet of

:Islam (p.b.u.h.) and says

." This We recite unto you of the Signs and the Wise Reminder " 

That is, this is that which was revealed to you in the form of the verses of the Qur'ān

.that is free from any falsehood and superstition

It is in the case that others had polluted the story and the fate of this great prophet,
.Christ (a.s.), with thousands legends, superstitions, and innovations
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بٍارَُت نِم  هُقَلَخَ  مَدَاءَ  لِثَمَکَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  یسَیعِ  لَثَمَ  َّنءِإ   59

نُوکُیَفَ نکُ  هَُل  لَاقَ  َّمُث 

.The likeness of Jesus, with Allah, is as the likeness of Adam . " 59

'. He created him from dust then He said to him ` BE! ' and he `was

Commentary: verse 59

A group of Christian people entered in Medina and went to meet the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.). They, talking with him, stated that the birth of Jesus (a.s.), without having a
father, was a sign of, and an evident for, his divinity. Then the verse was revealed and

answered them such that: if the fatherless creation is the evidence for Christ's divinity

or being the Son of Allah, the creation of Adam is something more important than

.that, because Adam had neither father nor mother

So, why do you not consider Adam the Lord or Son of the Lord.? " The likeness of

Jesus, with Allah, is as the likeness of Adam. He created him from dust then He said to

'. him `BE!' and he `was

:Explanations

The opponents are usually invited to the right in the same way which they have . 1
accepted. (The Christians have accepted that Adam (a.s.) is the creature of Allah

.( although he had no parents

Stating the events of history, explaining the past experiences and presenting the . 2
.actual specimen are the best way of invitation

.Power of Allah is not limited . 3

****
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نَیرِتَمْمُْلا ِم  نَّ نکُتَ  لاَفَ  کَِّبَّر  نِم  ُّقحَْلا   60

This about Jesus is) the truth from your Lord, therefore be not you of the . ) 60
." doubters

Commentary: verse 60

The Arabic term /Mumtarīn / is derived from /miryah / which means ` doubt, suspicion

'. An expression rather similar to the words of this verse has also occurred in Sura Al-
Baqarah, No. 2, verse 147. By this verse, it makes clear that the right firm statement

.and the fix real speech should come from the side of the Lord Who is right and fix

Otherwise, a fix rule and a steadfast proper speech cannot be expected from some

human beings who, because of the storms of desires and instincts, are not often

.steadfast

:Explanations

There is no rightfulness but in the path of Allah, the word of Allah, and the Law of . 1
.Allah

, ..." This about Jesus is) the truth from your Lord " )

The large number of the opponents, their hard effort and strive, their wealth, their . 2
.propagation, and so on; ought not have any effect on you

." Therefore be not you of the doubters "... 
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لْقُفَ مِْلعِْلا  نَِم  كَءَاجَ  امَ  دِْعَب  منِم  هِیِف  کََّجاحَ  نْمَفَ   61

اَنءَاسَِنوَ مْکُءَانَْبأَوَ  اَنءَانَْبأَ  عُدَْن  ْاوَْلاعَتَ 

مْکُسَفُنأَوَ انَسَفُنأَوَ  مْکُءَاسَِنوَ 

نَیِبذِاکَْلا یلَعَ  هَِّللا  تَنَْعَّل  لعَجْنَفَ  لْهِتَْبَن  َّمُث 

And whoever dispute with you concerning him, after what has come to you of . " 61
knowledge, say: ` Come! Let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your

women, and our selves and your selves, then let us invoke in earnest and lay the

." curse of Allah upon the liars

Commentary: verse 61

This holy verse, because of containing the phrase /nabtahel/ in its Arabic text, is

known in Islamic literature as the verse of ` mutual cursing ', /mubāhilah/. The Arabic

term /mubāhilah/ means: to leave the personal tendencies and attracting the

attention towards invocation and supplication before Allah (s.w.t.) for asking curse and

(perdition unto the one who is not right. (1

In commentary books from both Sunni and Shī`ah school of thought as well as in

some books of tradition and history books, it is cited that in the tenth year A.H., from

the side of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), some Muslims were commissioned to go to Najrān, a
region in Yemen, in order to preach Islam. The Christian inhabitants of Najrān set out

a religious mission from their side to attend Medina and discuss with the prophet of

.(. Islam (p.b.u.h

After some debates and disputes between them and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), they felt

:hesitation and sought for pretexts. Then, this verse was revealed, stating

And whoever disputes with you concerning him, after what has come to you of " 
,knowledge, say: ` Come! Let us call our sons and your sons
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Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 702, p. 452 1 - 1
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our women and your women, and our selves and your selves, then let us invoke in

." earnest and lay the curse of Allah upon the liars

That is, any curse which would reach either of two parties showed that that party was

.not right. Thus, the revelation of this verse put an end to that discussion thereby

As soon as the missionaries of the Christians of Najrān heard the suggestion of

performing the mutual curse from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) looked at each other while

they were surprised. They asked the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) for respite to

contemplate and consult over the subject. Then, when they were dismissed from the

presence of the Messenger of Allah, they began consulting with each other. The Chief

Monk, the Leader of the selected holy group of the Christians told them that they

could accept the suggestion. Then, if the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) came for cursing

with ceremonies and followed by a large group of people, they would not be worried

.about it and knew that nothing might happen

But, if they saw that he came to the spot with a few people, they would give up the act

.of /mubāhilah/ and compromise with him

On the day of cursing, they saw that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) entered the

appointed spot followed by two boys, a young man and a lady. Those two boys were

Hassan and Husayn, (a.s.) the young man was Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s.), and the lady was

.Fatimah (a.s.), the Prophet's daughter

:When the Chief Monk saw them, he exclaimed

By God! I see the faces that, if they pray to God for mountains to move from their " 
." places, the mountains will immediately move

If they curse you, you will be wiped out of existence to the last day of the life of the " 
." earth

Therefore, the Christians asked Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) to give up the idea of the

agreed /mubāhilah/ (mutual cursing) and they announced they were ready for

compromise. They offered to pay two thousand suits each of which cost, more or less,
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(... . at forty dirhams (drachma) every year (in addition to some other things

This event is cited in commentary books of both great sects of
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(Islam: Sunnites and Shi`ites.(1

According to some of the Islamic traditions, the day of Mubāhilah (mutual curse) was

the twenty fourth or twenty fifth day of Zil-Hajj, and its place, at the time of the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), was somewhere outside of Medina which has located inside the city

now. At this place, there has been built a mosque by the name of Masjid-ul-'Ijābah

which is about two kilo meters far from the Holy Tomb of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in

.Masjid-un-Nabiy

Mutual curse ' /mubāhilah / was not confined to that time. Some of Islamic traditions ` 
indicate that every believer can apply it, too, if the one wishes. In Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn,
vol. 1, p. 351 a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) is narrated upon this subject who has

.issued a few instructions about it

In Usūl-Kāfī, vol. 2, section ` mutual curse ', there are also cited five traditions which

denote that every believer can apply `mutual curse' with the opponents, too, by

improving oneself through observing the fast for three days. Its order is such that: at

twilight he puts his right hand fingers in his opponent's fingers and recites the

.concerning special supplication

There may arise a question that when Fatimah (a.s.) was the only woman attended in
that event, why does the Qur'ān has applied the plural form of the word; " nisā'anā "
(our women) ? The answer is that there are some examples of this specimen in the

Qurān where Allah refers to a single person in the form of plural, like Sura

p: 171

The auther of Al-Mizan has cited in his commentary book, Al-Mizan, vol. 3, P. 257 1 - 1
that this event has been reported similarly by 51 Companions of the Prophet. Also, in
commentary books by Fakhr-Razi, Aloosi, Marāği, and in Kitab-ul-Kamil, by Ibn-'Athir,
Vol. 2, P. 293, in Mustadrak Hakim, vol. 3, P. 150, in Musnad Ahmad-ibn-Hanbal, vol. One,
P. 185, and also in Rūh-ul-Bayān, Al-Minār, Commentary of Ibn-Kathir, and in many

other Islamic sources, this event has been recorded and it has been confirmed that

the Messenger of Allah, (p.b.u.h.) Ali-ibn-'Abitalib, Fatimah Zahrā, Hassan and Husayn

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1582 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_171_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(a.s.) were the ones whose prayers were answered. This is a worthy document

evidence for the greatness and magnificence of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.). In Ihghāgh-ul-Hagh,
vol. 3, p. 49 the names of 61 respected people from the Sunnis school of thought are

mentioned who all said this verse is on the greatness of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

.( his Ahlul-Bayt (a.s
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Āl-i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 181 wherein Allah (s.w.t.) says: " ... those who say: `God is'

poor..." while only one Jewish preson had said that aspersive sentence. Or, the Qurān,
referring to Abraham (a.s.) as an Ummah in himself standing alone against his world,

(says: " Abraham was indeed a model, ..." (1

:Explanations

Ali-ibn-`Abītālib (a.s.) has been counted as the ` self ' of the Messenger of Allah . 1
 " (p.b.u.h.): " Our selves

When logic, reasoning, and miracle do not make a person accept the Truth, he must . 2
.be threatened to destruction

.The last winning means and the forceful weapon of a true believer is supplication . 3

.If you stand firm, the enemy, because of not being right, will retreat . 4

By that great event, the Lord and the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) made us . 5
understood that these holy persons were the assistants and the associates of the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) in inviting people to the Truth and to his sacred goal.
They, following him, were ready to face with dangers, and continued the path of his

.movement

****
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ُّقحَْلا صُصَقَْلا  وَهَُل  اذَهَ  َّنءِإ   62

هَُّللا َّلاءِإ  هٍَلءِإ  نِْم  امَوَ 

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهَُل  هََّللا  َّنءِإو 

Verily this is certainly the true explanation. There is no god but Allah; and verily, . " 62
." Allah is Mighty, Wise

Commentary: verse 62

Next to the explanation of the life of Jesus (a.s.), in this verse, as an emphatic

statement, it says that these explanations are the real story of Jesus (a.s.). They are

:not some false claims such as the divinity of Christ or that he is the son of God

, ..." Verily this is the true explanation " 

Neither the claimants of his divinity nor those who called him the son of God were

right. The right is that which Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) brought forth and he (p.b.u.h.) said

that he (Christ) (a.s.) was a mortal creature and a prophet of Allah who, by a divine

.miracle, was borne from an immaculate mother without having a father

:Again, for a more emphasis, it says

; ..." There is no god but Allah "... 

And for Allah, considering His power, the birth of a child without having a father is not

.an important subject

." and verily, Allah is Mighty, Wise "... 

.Yet! such a One deserves to be worshipped, not other than Him

****
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نَیدِسِْفمُْلاِب مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإف  ْاوَّْلوَتَ  نءِإف   63

." But if they turn back, then, verily Allah is All-Knowing of the mischief makers . " 63

Commentary: verse 63

In this verse, the Qur'ān threatens those who reject accepting these facts after

:having the proper clear evidences before them. It says

." But if they turn back, then, verily Allah is All-Knowing of the mischief makers " 

****
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مْکُنَْیَبوَ انَنَْیَب  ءِاوَسَ  هٍمَِلکَ  یَلءِإْاوَْلاعَتَ  بِاتَکِْلا  لَهْأَایَ  لُْق   64

اًئْیشَ هِِب  كَرِشُْن  لاَوَ  هََّللا  َّلاءِإدَُبْعَن  َّلاأَ 

ْاوَّْلوَتَ نءِإف  هَِّللا  نِودُ  ِم  نّ اًباَبرْأَ  اضًْعَب  انَضُْعَب  ذَخَِّتیَ  لاَوَ 

نَومُِلسُْم اَّنأَِب  ْاودُهَشْا  ْاوُلوقُفَ 

Say: ` O' People of the Book! come to a ward common between us and you, that . " 64
we worship none but Allah, and that we associate not anything with Him, and (that)

 '. some of us do not take any others for lords other than Allah

:And if they turn back, then say

 '." Bear witness that we are Muslims ` 

Commentary: verse 64

.An Invitation to Unification

In the former verses, the direction of invitation was towards Islam with its all

specialities. But, in this verse, the aim is an invitation to the common points between

Islam and other creeds of the People of the Book. It addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
:and states

Say: ` O' People of the Book! come to a ward common between us and you, that we " 
worship none but Allah, and that we associate not anything with Him, and (that) some

 '. ..." of us do not take any others for lords other than Allah

By this method of reasoning, it teaches us that if there are some people who are not

willing to cooperate with us in all holy aspects, we may try to attract their cooperation

.at least in common aims and utilize it as a base for the progression of our holy affairs

:Then, at the end of the verse, it say

 '." And if they turn back, then say: ` Bear witness that we are Muslims "... 
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That is, after this logical invitation to the common points of
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:theism, when they still reject the Truth, tell them

We totally submit to Allah but you do not. And, therefore, your distance from the Truth

will not have the least effect on our selves and we will keep and continue our way, viz.
the path of Islam. So, we worship Allah alone, and only His Laws we follow. And, there

.will be no human worshipping, of any kind, among us

****
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Section 7: Invitation to unity

Point

Invitation to the followers of the Book to Unity of Allah as

a common basis of Faith

تَِلزِنأُ آمَوَ  مَیهِ  رَْبءِإ  یِف  نَوُّجاحَُت  مَِل  بِاتَکِْلا  لَهْأَایَ   65

هِدِْعَب نِم  َّلاءِإ  لُیجِنءِلاْاوَ  هُارَوَّْتلا 

نَوُلقِْعتَ لاَفَأَ 

O' People of the Book! Why do you dispute about Abraham when the Torah was . " 65
 ? not sent down, neither the Evangel, but after him

 ? " Have you then no sense

Commentary: verse 65

Both Jewish people and Christian people considered Abraham exclusively theirs.
:These kinds of statements were so current that the Qur'ān says

(Abraham was neither (a) Jew nor (a) Christian... " (1 " 

Hence this verse, to refer to the absurdity of their claim, addresses them both and

says how do you know Abraham (a.s.) the follower of the Torah and the Evangel while

he lived before those two Books. Surely, the Book which was not revealed had not any

follower. So, do you not contemplate at least thus far that your speech be adapted to

 ? the history

O' People of the Book! Why do you dispute about Abraham when the Torah was not " 
 ? sent down, neither the Evangel, but after him

 ? " Have you then no sense
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****
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Sura Al-i-Imran, No. 3, verse 67 1 - 1
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مٌْلعِ هِِب  مکَُل  امَیِف  مُْتجْجَاحَ  ءِلاَؤُهَ  مُْتنأَاهَ   66

مٌْلعِ هِِب  مکَُل  سَْیَل  امَیِف  نَوُّجآحَُت  مَِلفَ 

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتنأَوَ لاَ  مُلَْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ 

Ha, you are those who disputed about that of which you had knowledge; why . " 66
then do you dispute about that of which you have no knowledge ? Surely Allah knows,

." and you know not

Commentary: verse 66

This verse is both a reminder and a warning to the People of the Book. It tells them

that they raised objections and asked some unappropriate questions upon what they

knew. For instance at that time, they observed the natural life of Jesus (a.s.) with their

own eyes, and saw his material needs: his need to food, his need to clothing, and his

.need to residence, yet they disputed about him

Some of them called him (a.s.) a liar and some others considered him Son of God! Or,
they disputed about Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) whose tokens were clearly cited in the

(Torah and Evangel and they were known to them. (1

When you can not find a definite point and dispute upon what you know, why do you

refer to a phenomenon that you have not knowledge about it and, for example, you

.( ? seek for the religion of Abraham (a.s

Ha, you are those who disputed about that of which you had knowledge; why then " 
 ? ..." do you dispute about that of which you have no knowledge

This is because Allah knows everything but you do not. (Then you should learn it from

.( the concerned ones, viz. from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his book

." Surely Allah knows, and you know not "... 
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Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 2, p. 457 Tafsir-ul-Qutubi 1 - 1
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امًِلسُّْم افًیِنحَ  نَاکَ  نْکَِلوَ  ایِنارَصَْن  لاَوَ  ایدِوهُیَ  مُیهِ  رَْبءِإ  نَاکَ  امَ   76

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  نَاکَ  امَوَ 

Abraham was neither (a) Jew nor (a) Christian but he was an upright Muslim, and . " 67
." he was not (one) of polytheists

Commentary: verse 67

The Arabic term /hạnafa/ means: ` tending to the Truth ', while its opposite Arabic

 ? term is /janafa/ which means: ` deviation or swerving to falsehood

The term / hạnīf / is applied for a person who is on the path of Truth. But this very

word was one of the perverted words which the idolators used to employ about

themselves. Therefore, the pagans were also called /hụnafā/ which is the plural form

.of this word

With the occurrence of the term /musliman/ `a muslim' in this verse and beside the

term /hạnīfan/, the Qur'ān has purified both Abraham, from the dirt of polytheism, and

.this holy word from the misusers

Abraham was neither (a) Jew nor (a) Christian but he was an upright Muslim, and he " 
." was not (one) of polytheists

****
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ُّیِبَّنلا اذَهَوَ  هُوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلَل  مَیهِ  رَْبءِإب  سِاَّنلا  یَلوْأَ  َّنءِإ   68

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ُّیِلوَ  هَُّللاوَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Verily the nearest people to Abraham are those who follow him and this Prophet . " 68
." and those who believe, and Allah is the Guardian of the believers

Commentary: verse 68

It is realized from this verse that the theological relationships are higher and fixer

than the family relationships. Those who have the same belief, the same line, and the

same goal, are closer to each other than those who are apparently relatives but are

.aloof from each other from the point of idea and belief

An evidence for this meaning is found in the tradition of Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who in a

statement told `Umar-ibn-Yazīd: " By Allah! You are from among the family of

(Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)", and then he (a.s.) recited the above verse.(1

:Again, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said about Salmān

(Salmān is from us, Ahlul-Bayt."(2 " 

:Explanations

The essential relationship between people and their leader is a theological . 1
.relationship. It is not a tribal or linguiform, or regional, or racial ralationship

The standard of being nigh to the Prophets, in general, is the obedience that one . 2
.proves of them

The Prophet of Islam (p7.b.u.h.) and Muslims are alongside the same line with . 3
.Abraham (a.s.) and they have the same purpose and the same aim

There is a tradition from Amir-ul-Mu'mineen (a.s.) cited in . 4
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Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 2, p. 458 1 - 1
Bihar-ul-Anwār, vol. 22, p. 326 2 - 2
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:Majma`-ul-Bayān which says

Verily the lover of Muhammad is the person who obeys Allah although the " 

,one is far from him (p.b.u.h.) from the point of relationship. And, verily

the enemy of Muhammad is the person who disobeys Allah, although the one is a near

(relative of him."(1

****
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مْکَُنوُّلضُِی وَْل  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  ِم  نّْ هٌفَِئااَّط  تَّدوَ   69

مْهُسَفُنأَ َّلاءِإ  نَوُّلضُِی  امَوَ 

نَورُعُشْیَ امَوَ 

A group among the people of the Book desire to make you go astray, while they . " 69
.make not astray but themselves, and they are not aware

Commentary: verse 69

The Arabic term /tā'ifah/ is derived from /tawāf/ and is applied for a group or a

community who, in order to be safe from the danger of savage animals and robbers,
.decamp tribally both in summer and in winter to continue their lives

The feature of cultural attack and ideaological plots are dealt with in this verse and

the following three verses. In this verse, it informs of ideological grudges. In the next

verse the Qurān informs of obtinacy and infidelity. The seventy first verse of the

current sura speaks about the style of neglecting aright, overlooking justice, and

.intentional concealment

Verse seventy second informs of a technical cultural attack arised from inner denial

and objecting the existence of weakness and instability among some groups of

.people

:Explanations

Knowing the enemy and his wants is necessary for being safe from the probable - 1
.harms

Those who try to pervert others may commit the sin of deceit, hypocrisy, rancour - 2
.accusation, and plot

." While they make not astray but themselves, and they are not aware "... 

One of the aims of the enemies of Islam is planning for the creation of moral and - 3
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.ideological deviation amongst Muslims

.In Judgements, do not forget justice and equity - 4
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, ..." A group among the people of the Book desire to make you go astray " 

The danger of ideological and cultural attacks are the most important dangers . 5
.which need an earnest awareness

.Do not trust in the hypocritical expressions of the opponents . 6

.They heartily desire your aberration

****

p: 183

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1600 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَودُهَشْتَ مُْتنأَوَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاَِب  نَورُفُکْتَ  مَِل  بِاتَکِْلا  لَهْأَایَ   70

O' People of the Book! Why do you disbelieve in the Signs of Allah while you bear . " 70
( ? " witness (to their truth

Commentary: verse 70

This verse, maybe, hints to the glad news that the people of the Book had studied in
the Torah and the Evangel about Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.). They did know the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as they knew their own children. But, they denied all those

divine tokens in order to keep their social situation and protect their material

:interests. So, the Qur'ān says

O' People of the Book! Why do you disbelieve in the Signs of Allah while you bear " 
( ? " witness (to their truth

****
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لِطِابَْلاِب َّقحَْلا  نَوسُِبْلتَ  مَِل  بِاتَکِْلا  لَهْأَایَ   71

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتنأَوَ  َّقحَْلا  نَومُُتکْتَوَ 

O' People of the Book! Why do you confound the Truth with falsehood . " 71

( ? " and hide the Truth while you know (it

Commentary: verse 71

Many of the distorters, under the name of Islamicists, orientalists, historians, and

tourists, interfered in books, places, times, and human beings and distorted them.
They worked on encyclopedias with the title of researchers and illustrated such a

feature for Islam that when the seekers of Islam study them feel the circumstance so

.inconvenient that they do not even think of believing in it either

O' People of the Book! Why do you confound the Truth with falsehood and hide the " 
( ? " Truth while you know (it

****
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Section 8: Attempts to discredit Islam

Point

لَزِنأُ يذَِّلاِب  ْاوُنِماءَ  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  ِم  نّْ هٌفَِئااَّط  تَلاقَوَ   72

هُرَخِاءَ ْاورُفُکْاوَ  رِاهََّنلا  هَجْوَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ 

نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

And a group of the People of the Book said: ` Believe in what has been sent down . " 72
to those who believe, at the opening of the day, and disbelieve at the end of it,

(." perhaps (by this divice) they return (from Islam

Commentary: verse 72

Point

.In the explanation of the occasion of revelation of this verse, it is said as follows

Once at the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), twelve scholars from Jewish people, in order

to create a state of agitation and doubtfulness among the Muslim believers, decided

to come to meet Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) in the morning and express their belief

in Islam, but on the same day in the evening they would turn their backs to Islam and

say that they met Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) but he was not the same as the Torah and

.Evangel had explained

By this skilful plan, they wanted to show off the common people that if Islam were a
good creed and the former religions confirmed it, the scholars of the People of the

Book would not desist from it. Applying this manner, they could create both

doubtfulness among Muslims and prevent other Jews to embrace Islam. But, by

:revealing this verse, the Lord made their plan manifest to all, saying

And a group of the People of the Book said: ` Believe in what has been sent down to " 
those who believe, at the opening of the day, and disbelieve at the end of it, perhaps
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(." (by this divice) they return (from Islam
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:Explanations

It is possible that sometimes some individuals penetrate into the lines of Muslims . 1
.and stab from behind, so we ought to be aware

.Muslims must not be simple-minded and credulous . 2

We must set our faith so firm that the return of several individuals does not affect . 3
.our hearts

In the foreign policy, the motive of holding communication, or ceasing it, is often to . 4
.bring some special conditions both inside and outside the country

It usually happens that, in sensitive stages, Allah divulges the secrets and plans of . 5
.His enemies

****
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مْکُنَیدِ عَِبتَ  نمَِل  َّلاءِإ  ْاوُنِمؤُْت  لاَوَ   73

هَِّللا يدَهُ  يدَهُْلا  َّنءِإ  لُْق 

مْکُِّبرَ دَنعِ  مْکُوُّجاحَُی  وْأَ  مُْتیِتوأُ  آمَ  ِم  لَْثّ دٌحَأَ  یتَؤُْی  نأَ 

ءُاشَیَ نمَ  هِیِتؤُْی  هَِّللا  دِیَِب  لَضْفَْلا  َّنءِإ  لُْق 

مٌیِلعَ عٌسِاوَ  هَُّللاوَ 

.And do not believe save in one who follows your religion . " 73

say: " Verily the (true) guidance is Allah's guidance that a person may be given the like

;of what you have been given

 '. or they would dispute with you in the presence of your Lord

.Say: ` Verily grace is in the hand of Allah

'. " He endows it with whom He pleases, and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 73

The People of the Book had some recommendations to enjoin each other. Their first

:recommendation was

. ..." And do not believe save in one who follows your religion " 

:The Divine revelation tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that in answer to them

. ..." say: " Verily the true guidance is Allah's guidance "... 

That is, the true guidance is not confined to your religion, therefore, your prejudice is
.in vain

:Their second recommendation was that: never believe

;..." that a person may be given the like of what you have been given "... 
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.Hence, the prophethood must be in the Children of Israel, not amongst Arab

 '..." or they would dispute with you in the presence of your Lord "... 

.So, you have the best logic and never believe that it be with others

:Then, the Lord addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) thus
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, ..." Say: ` Verily grace is in the hand of Allah, He endows it with whom He pleases " 

.And it is not confined to any race or a particular sect

'." and Allah is All-Embracing, All-knowing "... 

:Explanations

.In their plots, the enemies of Islam recommend to concealment . 1

.They also have no trust to any one other than themselves

.The grace of Allah is not restricted to a particular group . 2

.Prejudice is forbidden . 3

****
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مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ  هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نمَ  هِِتمَحْرَِب  ُّصتَخْیَ   74

He specializes for His mercy whom He pleases, and Allah is the Lord of Mighty . " 74
." Grace

Commentary: verse 74

To consider that Allah endows His grace and mercy to no sect like that which He gave

to the Jewish sect, is not more than a mere imagination. Allah knows well to whom He

gives the charge of prophethood. He chooses the most efficient person among his

servants and bestows His special grace upon him, because Allah's Grace is vast and

.His Wisdom is the elector

He specializes for His mercy whom He pleases, and Allah is " 

." the Lord of Mighty Grace

****
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کَْیَلءِإ هِدِّؤَُی  رٍاطَنقِِب  هُْنمَأْتَ  نءِإ  نْمَ  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  نِْموَ   75

کَْیَلءِإ هِدِّؤَُی  َّلا  رٍانَیدِِب  هُْنمَأْتَ  نءِإ  نَّْم  مهُْنِموَ 

ِملاُْا ِیّ نَیّ یِف  انَْیلَعَ  سَْیَل  ْاوُلاقَ  مْهَُّنأَِب  کَِل  امًئاقَ ذَ  هِْیلَعَ  تَْمدُامَ  َّلاءِإ 

بَذِکَْلا هَِّللا  یلَعَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  لٌیِبسَ 

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُوَ 

And among the People of the Book is he who, if you entrust him with a heap of . " 75
;wealth, he will return it to you

,and among them is he who, if you entrust him with a dinar

he will not return it to you unless you keep standing firmly upon him (demanding it).
:This is because they say

There is not any responsibility upon us for the gentile, and they tell a lie against Allah ` 
(." while they know (it

Commentary: verse 75

The moral values usually resist. Honesty is always good and treachery, to any one, is
.always disgraceful

And among the People of the Book is he who, if you entrust him with a heap of " 
;wealth, he will return it to you

.The justification of sin is graver than the sin itself

and among them is he who, if you entrust him with a dinar, he will not return it to "...
you unless you keep standing firmly upon him (demanding it). This is because they

:say

, ..." There is not any responsibility upon us for the gentile ` 
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.They devoured the wealth of people unlawfully and said Allah was content with it

(. " and they tell a lie against Allah while they know (it "... 

****
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نَیقَِّتمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنءِإف  یقََّتاوَ  هِدِهْعَِب  یفَوْأَ  نْمَ  یلََب   76

Yes, whoever fulfils his promise and guards (against evil) then, verily Allah loves . " 76
. " the pious ones

Commentary: verse 76

.The command in this verse is: to stand firm and be steadfast before wrong ideas

By the way, to keep one's word and fulfil the promise with virtue is the main cause to

.call the love of Allah, not only being the People of the Book with a bare pretension

Yes, whoever fulfils his promise and guards (against evil) then, verily Allah loves the " 
." pious ones

****
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کَئلوْأُ لاًیِلقَ  انًمََث  مْهِِنامَْیأَوَ  هَِّللا  دِهْعَِب  نَورُتَشْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   77

رُظُنیَ لاَوَ  هَُّللا  ِلکَُی  مُهُمُّ لاَوَ  هِرَخِلاَْا  یِف  مْهَُل  قَالَخَ  لاَ 

مْهِیکِّزَُی لاَوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهِْیَلءِإ 

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ 

Verily those who sell Allah's covenant, and their oaths, for a little price, these! . " 77
there will be no share for them in the Hereafter, and Allah will not speak to them, nor

will He look towards them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He make them grow (by

." purifying of sin), and they will have a painful chastisement

Commentary: verse 77

Allah threatens, of course, those who breach their promise to following five kinds of

.divine wrath and deprivation from the grace of Allah

.The lack of any merit in the Hereafter . 1

.The deprivation from the speech of Allah . 2

.The deprivation from the grace of Allah . 3

.The deprivation of purity from sin . 4

.To be involved in the painful punishment of Allah . 5

Verily those who sell Allah's covenant, and their oaths, for a little price, these! there " 
will be no share for them in the Hereafter, and Allah will not speak to them, nor will He

look towards them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He make them grow (by

." purifying of sin), and they will have a painful chastisement

:In the Islamic literature, it is narrated that the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has said

The person who does not observe trustworthiness, is faithless; and the person who " 
(does not fulfil his promise, has no religion. (1
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اقًیرِفََل مْهُْنِم  َّنءِإو   78

بِاتَکِْلا نَِم  هُوُبسَحْتَِل   ِ بِاتَکِْلاِب مهُتَنَسِْلأَ  نَووُْلیَ 

بِاتَکِْلا نَِم  وَهُ  امَوَ 

هَِّللا دِنعِ  نِْم  وَهُ  امَوَ  هَِّللا  دِنعِ  نِْم  وَهُ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ 

بَذِکَْلا هَِّللا  یلَعَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ 

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُوَ 

And verily among them is a group who twist their tongues with the Book that you . " 78
may suppose it to be from the Book, but it is not from the Book; and they say: `It is
from Allah', while it is not from Allah; and they speak falsehood against Allah and they

(." know (it

:Occasion of Revelation

This verse was also revealed about a group of the Jewish scholars who used to write

with their own hands some things against what was found in the Torah about the

characteristics of the Messenger of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and said that it was from the Lord.
.They perverted the facts of the Torah with their speech

Commentary: verse 78

In this verse, again, the words are about some other wrong actions of a group of

:scholars of the People of the Book. It says

And verily among them is a group who twist their tongues with the Book that you " 
;may suppose it to be from the Book, but it is not from the Book

They did not suffice to that action either, but they explicitly said that it was from the

:side of the Lord

;... " and they say: `It is from Allah', while it is not from Allah " ... 
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Then, the Qur'ān emphasizes that this action was not done because of their mistake,
.but they knowingly told a lie about Allah

(." and they speak falsehood against Allah and they know (it "... 

By the way, from this verse and its previous verses, the great danger of the deluded

.scholars for a community and a nation is made clear

****
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نأَ رٍشَبَِل  نَاکَ  امَ   79

ْاوُنوکُ سِاَّنلِل  لَوقُیَ  َّمُث  هََّوُبُّنلاوَ  مَکْحُْلاوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  هَُّللا  هُیَِتؤُْی 

مُْتنکُ امَِب  ِیِناَّبرَ  نَیّ ْاوُنوکُ  نکَِلوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  یِّل  ادًابَعِ 

نَوسُرُدْتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِبوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  ِلعَُت  نَومُّ

It is not for a human being that Allah should give him the Book, the judgement . " 79
:and prophethood, then he should say to people

(: Be my servants rather than Allah's '; but rather, (he would say ` 

Be godly because of your constant teaching the Book and your constant studying (it ` 
(." yourselves

:Occasion of Revetation

Upon the occasion of the revelation of this verse and the following one, it is cited that

once a person came to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and said that people greeted

him (p.b.u.h.) as they did unto others, while they thought that kind of ordinary greeting

.was not enough for them to respect him

The man asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to allow people honour him (p.b.u.h.) somehow

.privileged, and, for example, prostrate before him

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said that prostration was not authorized before anybody other

than Allah. So, they would respect their prophet only as a human being, but they ought

.to know his due and follow him

Commentary: verse 79

Explanation: Nullification of the thoughts of the people of the book

This verse continues stating to nullify and improve the vain thoughts of a group of the

People of the Book. It specially reminds the Christians that never Jesus (a.s.) claimed
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divinity. It also clearly responds the request of those who wanted to repeat those kind

:of claims about the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). It says

,It is not for a human being that Allah should give him the Book " 
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:the judgement and prophethood, then he should say to people

 '; ..." Be my servants rather than Allah's ` 

Neither the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) nor either of other prophets is rightful to say

such a statement. Therefore, the qualities of this kind attributed to prophets were

totally made and finished by some unaware persons who had been far from the

.prophets' trainings

:Then, it adds

but rather, (he would say): ` Be godly because of your constant teaching the Book "... 
(." and your constant studying (it yourselves

Yes, the Messengers of Allah never exceeded the limits of servitude and worship and

.they were always humble before Allah more than that others were

It is understood from the aforementioned sentence that the aims of prophets were

not only to educate individuals but also to train some godly, virtuous and learned

scholars among the societies who could enlighten their environments with their

.knowledge

****
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نَومُِلسُّْم مُتنأَ  ذْءِإ  دَْعَب  رِْفکُْلاِب  مکُرُُمأْیَأَ  اًباَبرْأَ  ِیِبَّنلاوَ  نَیّ هَکَئلَمَْلا  ْاوذُخَِّتتَ  نأَ  مْکُرَُمأْیَ  لاَوَ   80

And neither would he enjoin you that you should take the angels and the . " 80
prophets for lords. What! Would he enjoin you with infidelity after you have been

 ? " Muslims

Commentary: verse 80

This verse is a complementary meaning to what was said in the previous verse. It

indicates that prophets did not invite people to their worship, nor invited them to

:worship angels nor other prophets. It says

And neither would he enjoin you that you should take the angels and the prophets " 
. ..." for lords

This sentence, on one side, is a reply to the Arab pagans who considered the angels

as the daughters of God and believed a kind of divinity for them, while they introduced

.themselves among the followers of the religion of Abraham

On the other side, it is a respond to Sabians who counted themselves the followers of

.John, but promoted the rank of the angels to the extent of worship

It is also an answer to the Jews and the Christians who introduced Ezra and Jesus the

.son of God

:And, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān says

 ? " What! Would he enjoin you with infidelity after you have been Muslims "... 

That is, how is it possible that there comes a prophet and begins inviting people to

 ? Faith and monotheism, but afterward he leads them to the path of polytheism

By the way, the verse implies the immaculateness of prophets and that they did not

.swerve from the path towards the obedience of Allah

****

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1621 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 9, Previous Scriptures confirms Islam

Point
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نِّم مکُُتْیتَاءَ  امََل  ِیِبَّنلا  نَیّ قَاثَیِم  هَُّللا  ذَخَأَ  ذْءِإو   81

هَُّنرُصُنتََلوَ هِِب  َّنُنِمؤُْتَل  مْکُعَمَ  امَِّل  قٌدِّصَُّم  لٌوسُرَ  مْکُءَاجَ  َّمُث  هٍمَکْحِوَ  بٍاتَکِ 

يرِصْءِإ مْکُِل  یلَعَ ذَ  مُْتذْخَأَوَ  مُْترْرَْقأَءَ  لَاقَ 

اَنرْرَْقأَ ْاوُلاقَ 

نَیدِهِاَّشلا ِم  نَّ مکُعَمَ  اَنأَوَ  ْاودُهَشْافَ  لَاقَ 

And (remember) when Allah took the pledge of the prophets (saying): `Since I . " 81
have given you of Book and wisdom then there comes to you a Messenger,
confirming that which is with you, you must believe in him, and you must help him '. He

said: ` Do you affirm and accept My compact in this (matter) ? ' They said: ` We affirm

:', He said

 '." Then bear witness and I am also with you among the witnesses ` 

Commentary: verse 81

!The Holy Pledge

Following the previous verses that denoted to the existence of the clear tokens of the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in the Books of the former prophets, this verse points to a
:general principal concerning the subject. It says

And (remember) when Allah took the pledge of the prophets (saying): `Since I have " 
given you of Book and wisdom then there comes to you a Messenger, confirming that

 '. ..." which is with you, you must believe in him, and you must help him

In the verses of the Qur'ān the unity of the Messengers of Allah repeatedly have been

.pointed out; and this verse is one of its clear examples

:Then, for an emphasis, the Qurān says

He said: ` Do you affirm and accept My compact in this (matter) ? ' They said: ` We "... 
:affirm ', He said
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 '." Then bear witness and I am also with you among the witnesses ` 

****
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نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُ  کَئلوْأُفَ  کَِل  دَْعَب ذَ  یَّلوَتَ  نمَفَ   82

." Then whoever turns back after that, these are they that are the transgressors . " 82

Commentary:privilege82

In this verse, the Qur'ān threateningly reproaches the breachers of promise and says

that, after these firm pledges and emphasized promises, if any one disobeys and

turns one's back to a godly prophet, like the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), the glad tidings

of whose advent accompanied with his specialities have been mentioned in the

former Divine Books, and does not believe, the one is a transgressor, ie. out of the

.(. circule of the obedience of Allah (s.w.t

Then whoever then turns back after that, these are they that are the " 
." transgressors

And, we know that Allah (s.w.t) does not guide such fanatic and pertinacious

(transgressors, as the Qur'ān in Sura at-Taubah, No. 9, verse 80 remarks. (1

So, those who are not guided by the Lord will have a painful fate with the divine

.punishment of the Fire of Hell

****
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ضِرْلاَْاوَ تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  نمَ  مَلَسْأَ  هَُلوَ  نَوغُْبیَ  هَِّللا  نِیدِ  رَْیغَفَأَ   83

نَوعُجَرُْی هِْیَلءِإو  اهًرْکَوَ  اعًوْطَ 

( ? Is it then other than the religion of Allah that they seek (to follow . " 83

And to Him submits whoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly,
." and unto Him they shall be returned

Commentary: verse 83

.All the creatures existing in the skies and the earth submit to Allah

All people should submit to Him, too. If some people hide this submission in the

ordinary conditions, when they confront with a serious danger, they helplessly turn

.their hearts to Him

Some people willingly submit to Him in the ordinary situations, while the totality of

.people have to submit at the case they feel danger

Every particle in the world, any atom or sell that exist, as well as created things, all in
all, follow the same rule that Allah has assigned upon them, and He is able to change it

.at any moment

( ? Is it then other than the religion of Allah that they seek (to follow " 

And to Him submits whoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly,
." and unto Him they shall be returned

:Explanations

 ? The existing world submits to Him, then why do we not submit . 1

 ? When all the creatures of the world bow before Him, why do we not surrender

,... " And to Him submits whoever is in the heavens and the earth "... 
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The Final fate of ours is going unto Him, then why do we not turn to Him from the . 2
 ? beginning

." and unto Him they shall be returned "... 

p: 201

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1627 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


انَْیلَعَ لَزِنأُ  امَوَ  هَِّللاِب  اَّنمَاءَ  لُْق   84

طِابَسْلاَْاوَ بَوقُْعیَوَ  قَاحَسْءِإو  لَیعِامَسْءِإو  مَیهِ  رَْبءِإ  یلَعَ  لَزِنأُ  امَوَ 

مْهِِّبَّر نِم  نَوُّیِبَّنلاوَ  یسَیعِوَ  یسَوُم  یَِتوأُ  امَوَ 

ِم مْهُْنّ دٍحَأَ  نَْیَب  قُرِّفَُن  لاَ 

نَومُِلسُْم هَُل  نُحَْنوَ 

Say: ` We believe in Allah and in what has been sent down to us, and what was . " 84
,sent down to Abraham and, Ishmael, Isaac

Jacob and the Tribes, and in what was given to Moses and Jesus and to the prophets

.from their Lord

.We make no difference between any of them

'." And to Him do we submit

Commentary: verse 84

Similar to Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 136, that Allah took pledge from the former

prophets to believe in their following prophet, and to introduce him and help him, this

,verse denotes that the following prophet

:too, believes in all the former Divine Books recidivously. It says

,Say: ` We believe in Allah and in what has been sent down to us " 

and what was sent down to Abraham and, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, and

.in what was given to Moses and Jesus and to the prophets from their Lord

.We make no difference between any of them

'." And to Him do we submit

The purpose of the Qur'ānic term /asbāt /, mentioned in the verse, is those seven
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.tribes from the Children of Israel among whom there were some prophets
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:Explanations

.We should not ignore the services of others . 1

.All prophets had the same aim . 2

Religion and the guidance of Allah have been accompanied with the life of man all . 3
the times. Prophets are like the teachers of different classes who, as links of a chain,

.have been commissioned to guide human beings

The preference of some prophets to some others of them is never a barrier for our . 4
.general belief in them

, ..." we make no difference between any of them "... 

****
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انًیدِ مِالَسْءِلاْا  رَْیغَ  غِتَْبیَ  نمَوَ   85

نَیرِسِ - خَْلا نَِم  هِرَخِلاَْا  یِف  وَهُوَ  هُْنِم  لَبَْقُی  نلَفَ 

And whoever follows any religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted from . " 85
." him, and, in the Hereafter, he will be among the losers

Commentary: verse 85

In the previous verses, the feature of leadership and the theology of Islam was

:illustrated. Its general principles are as follows

All the former prophets have been taken pledge to believe in their following . 1
.prophet

The whole existing world submits to Allah, and no religion can be accepted except . 2
.the religion of Allah

.The followers of Islam believe in all prophets of Allah and the Divine Books . 3

This is the feature of the religion of Islam and its convictions. Now, the Qur'ān

explicitly announces that whoever accepts besides than that it will not be accepted

.from him

And whoever follows any religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted from " 
." him, and, in the Hereafter, he will be among the losers

****
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ْاودُهِشَوَ مْهِِنامیَءِإدَْعَب  ْاورُفَکَ  امًوْقَ  هَُّللا  يدِهْیَ  فَْیکَ   86

ِیبَْلا تُانَّ مُهُءَاجَوَ  ٌّقحَ  لَوسَُّرلا  َّنأَ 

نَیمِِلاَّظلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هَُّللاوَ لاَ 

How shall Allah guide a people who have disbelieved after their belief and (after) . " 86
 ? bearing witness that the Messenger is true, and clear proofs had come unto them

." And Allah guides not the unjust people

Occasion of Revelation

At the advent of Islam, one of the Helpers (the Muslims in Medina) murdered a sinless

person. Being afraid of the punishment, he apostatized and escaped to Mecca, while

eleven persons of his companions, who had embraced Islam, apostatized, too. When

he arrived in Mecca, he repented of his action seriously. Then, he sent one of his

relatives to Medina to ask the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) whether there was any way for him to

.return

The verse was revealed and announced the acceptance of his repentance under

.some special conditions

Commentary: verse 86

In the former verses, the speech was about the religion of Islam as a godly

acceptable religion. Here, the verse speaks about the persons who have accepted

Islam and, afterward they have returned from it. These persons are called

'. `apostates

:It says

How shall Allah guide a people who have disbelieved after their belief and (after) " 
bearing witness that the Messenger is true, and clear proofs had come unto them ?

." And Allah guides not the unjust people
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.Why does Allah not guide such people ? The reason of it is evident

They have known the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) through many clear signs and
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.tokens and, thereafter, they have testified to his prophethood

Therefore, by returning from Islam to infidelity, they are, indeed, unjust and

transgrossive. So, the one who intentionally transgresses is not eligible for the

.guidance of Allah. Such a person has spoilt the aspects of guidance in his self

****
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کَئَلوْأُ  87

نَیعِمَجْأَ سِاَّنلاوَ  هِکَئلَمَْلاوَ  هَِّللا  هَنَْعَل  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّنأَ  مْهُؤُازَجَ 

As for) those, their recompense is that upon them is the curse of Allah, the angels . " ) 87
." and mankind altogether

Commentary: verse 87

In this verse, the retribution of such people, who after knowing the Truth return from

it, is stated. Now, it indicates that this retribution is the curse of Allah and of the angels

.and of the people altogether

As for) those, their recompense is that upon them is the curse of Allah, the angels " )
." and mankind altogether

The Arabic term /la`n /(curse) means to reject and to desert because of wrath or

hatred. Thus, the curse of the Lord is the very deserting some one from His grace.
And, the curse of angels and people, is either their spiritual wrath and abhorrence, or

.a calling on God to deprive a person from His Mercy

These people, in fact, have sunk in corruption and sin, so that they are abhorred by all

.intelligent figures of the world, irrespective of human beings and angels

****
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نَورُظَنُی مْهُ  لاَوَ  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُْنعَ  فَُّفخَُی  اهَیِف لاَ  نَیدِِلاخَ   88

They will abide therein. Their chastisement will not be lightened, nor will they be . " 88
." respited

Commentary: verse 88

In this verse, it is added that: not only they are involved in the general curse of all but

also they will remain in it forever. In fact, they are similar to Satan who was involved in
.eternal curse

Surely, the result of it is that such group of infidels will abide in a painful unreducible

.chastisement forever, while they will not be respited, either

They will abide therein. Their chastisement will not be lightened, nor will they be " 
." respited

****
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هََّللا َّنءِإف  ْاوحُلَصْأَوَ  کَِل  دِْعَب ذَ  منِم  ْاوُباتَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّلاءِإ   89

مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغَ 

Except those who repent after that and amend, then verily Allah is Forgiving, . " 89
." Merciful

Commentary: verse 89

This verse opens the way of returning to such people to pave it if they wish. It lets

them repent, because the aim of the Qur'ān, thoroughly, is improvement and training.
:It says

Except those who repent after that and amend, then verily Allah is Forgiving, " 
." Merciful

It is understood from this meaning that corruption creates loss in one's Faith so that

the one, after repenting, should renew his Faith in a manner that this defect be wiped

.out

****
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لَبَْقُت نَّل  ارًْفکُ  ْاودُادَزْا  َّمُث  مْهِِنامیءِإدَْعَب  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   90

نَوُّلاَّضلا مُهُ  کَئَلوْأُوَ  مْهُُتَبوْتَ 

Verily those who disbelieve after their belief, then increase in infidelity; their . " 90
." repentance will never be accepted; and these are they who are astray

:Occasion of Revelation

Some commentators have said that this verse was revealed about a group of the

People of the Book who had believed in the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) before his

.advent, but when he was appointed to prophethood they disbelieved in him

Commentary: verse 90

A Vain Repentance

In the previous verse, the statement was about those who regreted from their

,deviated path sincerely and repented truly and, consequently

their repentance was accepted. But, in this verse, the speech is about those whose

:repentance is not accepted. It says

,Verily those who disbelieve after their belief " 

;then increase in infidelity

." their repentance will never be accepted; and these are they who are astray

The repentance of these people is extrinsic, because when they see the triumph of

the advocators of Truth, helplessly express their apparent regretfulness and

.repentance. Thus, it is natural that such a repentance can not be accepted

****
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رٌاَّفکُ مْهُوَ  ْاوُتامَوَ  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   91

هِِب يدَتَْفا  وَِلوَ  ابًهَذَ  ضِرْلاَْا  ْ ءُ  لِْم مهِدِحَأَ  نِْم  لَبَْقُی  نلَفَ 

نَیرِصِ َّن- ِم  نّ مهَُل  امَوَ  مٌیِلأَ  بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  کَئَلوْأُ 

Verily those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelievers, there will never . " 91
be accepted from any one of them the whole earth full of gold, if he should offer it in
ransom. These are they who will have a painful punishment and they will have no

." helpers

Commentary: verse 91

Following to the statement of the invalid repentances hinted out in the previous verse,
:here, in this verse, the words are about the invalidity of some ransoms, where it says

Verily those who disbelieve and die while they are disbelievers, there will never be " 
accepted from any one of them the whole earth full of gold, if he should offer it in

, ..." ransom

.It is clear that infidelity wastes all the good deeds that a person does

If the one could fill the earth with gold and gave all of them as charity in the way of

Allah, it would not be accepted from him. And, the case, of course, will certainly be the

.same in the Hereafter

:At the end of the verse, the Holy Qur'ān refers to another point, saying

." these are they who will have a painful punishment and they will have no helpers "...

That is, on the Day of Judgement, not only ransom or charity will have no advantage

for them, but also the intercession of the intercessors does not extend over them. It is
because intercession has some conditions among which is having belief in Allah.

.Besides that, in principal, intercession is done by the leave of Allah

****
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The ends of parts3

THIS IS THE END OF PART 3
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PART 4, Section 10: Everliving Testimony to the Truth of Islam

Point

Attaining to goodness demands sacrifice Main features of

Abraham's religion from the basis of Islam The first house of blessings

.and guidance to the worlds

ْ ءٍ یْش نِمْاوقُفِنُت  امَوَ  نَوُّبحُِت  اَّمِم  ْاوقُفِنُت  یَّتحَ  َّرِبْلا  ْاوُلانَتَ  نَل   92

مٌیِلعَ هِِب  هََّللا  َّنءِإف 

You will never attain righteousness unless you spend out of what you love; and . " 92
." whatever thing you spend, surely Allah is well aware of it

Commentary: verse 92

righteousness and its branches

:In this verse, the Qur'ān points to one of the signs of Faith in a believer. It says

;..." You will never attain righteousness unless you spend out of what you love " 

The Arabic Term /birr/ has a vast meaning which covers all good deeds irrespective of

belief and pious deeds. As it is understood from Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 177,
belief in Allah, belief in the Resurrection Day, belief in prophets, helping the indigent,
prayer and fasting, to fulfil the promise, and to be steadfast in confronting with

.problems and adventures, all in all, are counted the branches of righteousness

.Therefore, to attain the rank of righteousness needs many qualities

One of those qualities is spending out from the possessions that are loved by that

person. This kind of giving charity is a standard for measuring the Faith and

.personality of the person
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:To attract the attention of the givers of charity, at the end of the verse, it says

." and whatever thing you spend, surely Allah is well aware of it " ... 
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:The Believers and Giving Charity

Abū-Tạlhạh Ansạ̄rī had the largest number of date trees in Medina when his garden . 1
was his most beloved thing for him. This garden was located in front of the Prophet's

Mosque wherein there was a spring with wholesome water. Sometimes the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) entered that garden and drunk water from the spring. The garden was so

beautiful and splendid with a great income that people commonly spoke well of it.
When the above verse was sent down, Abū-Tạlhạh went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

said: " The most beloved things with me is this garden. I want to give it in charity in the

." way of Allah

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Well done! this is a wealth which will be of profit for

." you

Then the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) continued saying: " We have accepted it from

you but we return it back to you in order that you give it to your own relatives as alms.
(" He accepted it and divided the garden among them willingly. (1

When Hadrat Fātimah Zahrā (a.s.) was going to go to her husband's house at her . 2
wedding night, a beggar asked her for a worn out dress. She (a.s.), remembering the

(above verse, gave in charity the same new dress which was for her wedding. (2

Once it happened that a guest came to Abūthar Qafārī. Then he told the guest since . 3
he was busy at that time and he had some camels, then the guest would go out and

bring him the best of them. So he went and came back with a thin camel. Then

Abūthar told him that he was not faithful to him with that camel. The guest replied that

he found the best camel, but he thought of the future day he would need it. Then

Abūthar said: " Verily my needy day to it will be the day I will be put inside my grave,
since Allah says: ` You will never attain righteousness unless you spend out of what

(you love; '."(3

Once it happened that `Abdullah-ibn Ja`far, a rather rich but gracious Muslim, . 4
entered a palm-plantation where a black slave was

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1644 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_214_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_214_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_214_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 214

Sahih-Bukhari, vol. 4, p. 395, Kitabul- Wasaya, 623, Beirut Edition, Darul-Qalam, 1987 1 - 1
Nuzhat-ul-Majalis, vol. 4, p. 226 2 - 2
Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 2, p. 474 3 - 3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1645 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


working. At the time of food, a dog came inside the garden and approached the slave.
Then he threw a loaf of bread for the dog, and it ate it. After that the slave threw the

second and the third loaves of bread for the dog one after another, and it ate both of

.them, too

Abdullah, standing looking at the slave, asked him how much his everyday food was,`
." and the slave answered: " That which you saw

Abdullah said: " Why did you donate (the whole your food) to this dog ? " The slave`

replied that the dog was not from that region and had come from a distanced place

.while it was hungry, so he (the slave) did not like to return it

Abdullah said that the slave was more gracious than him. Then, he bought the palm-`

plantation with all its equipments including the slave. He let him be free (not to be

(slave any more) when he donated him all the garden and the equipments, too. (1

****
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مََّرحَ امَ  َّلاءِإ  لَیءِ  رَسْءِإ  یِنبَِّل  لاحِ  نَاکَ  مِاعََّطلا  ُّلکُ   93

ْاوُتأْفَ لُْق  هُارَوَّْتلا  لََّزنَُت  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  هِسِْفَن  یلَعَ  لُیءِ  رَسْءِإ 

نَیِقدِ مُْتنکُ صَ- نءِإ  آهَوُلْتافَ  هِارَوَّْتلاِب 

Every food was lawful to the Children of Israel except what Israel (Jacob) had . " 93
.forbidden to himself before the Torah was sent down

,Say: ` Bring you hither then the Torah and read it

'." if you are truthful

Commentary: verse 93

It is cited in some commentary books that the Children of Israel raised objections to

the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) that if his teachings were adopted to the teachings of

the former prophets, such as Abraham, Moses, and Issac (a.s.), why he (p.b.u.h.) did

.not decree meat and milk of camel unlawful

In answer to them, this verse was revealed saying that all kinds of food were lawful to

the Israelites, but it was the Israel himself that made some of foods unlawful for

.himself

Every food was lawful to the Children of Israel except what Israel (Jacob) had " 
.forbidden to himself before the Torah was sent down

'." Say: ` Bring you hither then the Torah and read it, if you are truthful

The reason for this treatment, as it has been mentioned in some authentic

commentary books, is that whenever Israel consumed these kinds of food (meat of

camel, for example), they were harmful for him and caused him to be physically

unhealthy. Therefore, he avoided eating those sorts of food but the children of Israel

(thought that it was an eternal canonical prohibition. (1

The Arabic term /ta`ām/ `food' is applied for something which is
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p: 216

In Tafsir Nimunah, vol. 3, p. 6, it is cited that eating meat of camel caused his  1 - 1
.sciatic nerve to be moved and pain appeared in his feet
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tasteful for human beings. The Qur'ānic word /hịll/ means: ` to be free from , or

 '. released from ', therefore /ta`ām-i-hạlāl / is stated for ` the lawful edible things

****
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کَِل دِْعَب ذَ  نِم  بَذِکَْلا  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  يرَتَْفا  نِمَفَ   94

نَومُِلاَّظلا مُهُ  کَئَلوْأُفَ 

." So, whoever invents a lie against Allah after that, they are unjust . " 94

Commentary: verse 94

In this verse, it says: now that they are not ready to bring the Torah and their false

allegation unto Allah has been proved, they should know that, after this, those who

invent a lie against Allah are unjust, because they know it and they commit such

:wrong intentionally. It says

." So, whoever invents a lie against Allah after that, they are unjust " 

****
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افًیِنحَ مَیهِ  رَْبءِإهََّلِم  ْاوعُِبَّتافَ  هَُّللا  قَدَصَ  لُْق   95

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  نَاکَ  امَوَ 

Say: Allah has spoken the Truth, therefore follow the creed of Abraham, the . " 95
." upright (in faith) and he was not (one) of the polytheists

Commentary: verse 95

The address, in this verse, is to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), denoting that Allah is true and

those false things had never been in the pure religion of Abraham (a.s.). Therefore,
follow the religion of Abraham (a.s.) who was upright in faith and was not one of those

.who associate partners to Allah

:It says

Say: Allah has spoken the Truth, therefore follow the creed of Abraham, the upright " 
." (in faith) and he was not (one) of the polytheists

That is, now that you see I am truthful in my invitation, then follow my religion which is
.the same as the pure religion of Abraham, the upright

He was never one of the polytheists. So, this idea that pagans of Arab consider

.themselves as the followers of his creed is completely meaningless

!How far the distance between an idol-worshipper and an idol-breaker is

****
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اکًرَابَُم هََّکبَِب  يذَِّلَل  سِاَّنلِل  عَضِوُ  تٍْیَب  لََّوأَ  َّنءِإ   96

نَیمَِلاعَْلِّل يدًهُوَ 

Verily the first House (of worship) set up for mankind is the one at Bekkā (Mecca), . " 96
." blessed and a guidance for the worlds

Commentary: verse 96

One of the objections of the Children of Israel was that they said why Muslims had

taken the Ka`bah as their Qiblah instead of Jerusalem which has been built 1500 years

Before Christ by Solomon. This verse is an answer to them that the Ka`bah has

existed from the beginning day and it is the first House, viz, its ancientness and its

.date is further than any other places of worship

By the way, it is cited in Tafsīr-AlMīzān (vol. 3, p. 583, Persion version) that there are

many traditions upon the expansion of the earth /dahẉ-ul-`ard/,(1) while there is no

.scientific reason to oppose it and it does not differ from the verses of the Qur'ān

In Nahjul-Balāqah, sermon 192, Imam Amīr-ul Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) says: "... Allah, the

Glorified, has tried all the people among those who came before, beginning with

(Adam, upto the last ones in this world with stones (of Ka`bah)... "(2

It is understood from this statement that the Ka`bah has existed from the time of

.Adam (a.s.) and its background is further than any other worshipping place

In the Qur'ān and the traditions of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), the Ka`bah has been referred to

:with different terms. Some of them are as follows

.The Ka`bah is the first House: Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 96 . 1

.Ka`bah, a maintenance for the people: Sura Al-Mā'idah, No 5, verse 97 . 2

p: 220

The term /dahẉ-ul-`ard/ means that the earth was expanded and extended from 1 - 1
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.beneath the Ka'bah

Nahjul-Balāqah, sermon 192 2 - 2
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.The Ka`bah, the ancient (free) House: Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 29 . 3

The Ka`bah, the House, a resort and a secure sanctuary for the people: Sura Al- . 4
.Baqarah, No. 2, verse 125

.The Ka`bah is a sign of Islam: Nahjul-Balāqah . 5

:Explanations

Ka`bah is the secret of the guidance of people, an inclusive guidance for all, since it . 1
is the Qiblah of all. It is similar to the Holy Qur'ān and the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)

.that have been revealed and who have been appointed for all human kind

When Allah wills, the stones of Ka`bah will be blessed and will guide human beings. . 2
Besides that, looking at Ka`bah is counted worship, and, by His command, Abraham

.and Ishmael (a.s.) become its particular servants

The Qur'ān, the Messenger and the Ka`bah are independent for they are specific to . 3
Allah. Neither is the Qurān made up and finished by any individual, nor the Prophet

.pays the allegiance of any one, nor the Ka`bah belongs to a particular person

.Ka`bah is the first point in the earth . 4

.Ka`bah is the first House built for the worship of people . 5

The goodness and blessings of Ka`bah are not only for the believers, but they are . 6
.for all

Verily the first House (of worship) set up for mankind is the one at Bakkā (Mecca), " 
. " blessed and a guidance for the worlds

****
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مَیهِ رَْبءِإ  مُاقََّم  ِیَب  تٌانَّ تُایَاءَ  هِیِف   97

انًِماءَ نَاکَ  هُلَخَدَ  نمَوَ 

لاًیِبسَ هِْیَلءِإ  عَاطَتَسْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَْلا  ُّجحِ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هَِّلِلوَ 

نَیمِلَعَْلا نِعَ  ٌّیِنغَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإف  رَفَکَ  نمَوَ 

Therein are clear signs, the standing place of Abraham, and whoever enters it is . " 97
;secure

and pilgrimage to the House is a duty upon mankind for Allah, who can afford the

journey to it; and anyone who disbelieves, then verily Allah is Self-sufficiently

." independent of the worlds

Commentary: verse 97

An exhibition of Allah's power and signs

Mecca and Ka`bah is an exhibition of Allah's power and signs. Its history is full of

memories and incidents, so that contemplating on them can be giving a lesson and

serving as an admonition. In its structure, Abraham works as a builder and Ishmael as

a worker. The forces of 'Abraha equipped with elephants, do not succeed to ruin it and

are abolished by birds of Abābeel. At the time of Ḥadrat Ali's birth (a.s.), its wall opens

for her mother and lets her enter inside to bring a child who, not very late in future,
takes the idols of the Ka`bah down. Balāl, an Abyssinian negro slave, in front of the

astonished eyes of the nobles of Mecca, stands upon it and shouts the prayer call.
And, finally, there will come a day when the Witness of Allah leans against its wall and

.announces the delivery of human kind and invites the people of the world to Islam

Yes, Mecca is a Divine safe city where any one enters into is in peace. When a person

arrives inside the sacred Mosque, even the person is a murderer, no one can molest

him. The only action that can be done against him is to straiten the circumstances for

.him so that the person himself be forced to come out
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The Station of Abraham is located beside the Ka`bah. According to
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the Islamic literature, the Station of Abraham is the same stone that was under the

feet of Abraham (a.s.) when he was building the Ka`bah and promoting its walls, on

which the trace of his foot has remained. This stone with its foot trace, which has

existed from centuries before Christ (a.s.) and Moses (a.s.), and with all those changes

that happened to Ka`bah and its surroundings as a result of invasions, floods, and

.destructions, is one of the signs of the Power of Allah

Hajj, the meaning of

Allah (s.w.t.) calls people to pilgrimage. The Arabic term `Hajj' means: ` intention

accompanied with movement', while the Arabic word /mahajjah/, from the same root,
.is called to a straight way which leads a person to the destination

This word, in Islamic terminology, is applied for the intention of going to the sacred

.House and performing its concerning rites

Yes, Ka`bah is the site of manifestation of the signs and Power of Allah, where the

monotheists, the lovers of divine Unity, gather together after passing from hard high

/. mountains and dry, plantless deserts in order to say /labbayk

:Explanations

In the Sacred House, there are many clear signs: (the sign of holiness and . 1
spirituality, the sign of spiritual trance which recalls the divine memories of all

prophets, from Adam (a.s.) upon the last prophet, Muhammad Mustafa (p.b.u.h.), and

that it had been the place where prophets circumambulated, and the direction of all

. ...( " prayers that pray toward it

,..." Therein are clear signs, the standing place of Abraham " 

It is of the privileges of Islam that it has assigned a region of the earth as a safe . 2
.region where all the oppressed of the world can announce their call

;... " And whoever enters it is secure "... 
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Responsibility and doing duty is decreed upon a person as much as the capability of . 3
the person allows, (whether from the point of financial ability or physical ability or

.security), and capability is the proper condition of Hajj
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and pilgrimage to the House is a duty upon mankind for Allah, who can afford the "... 
; ..." journey to it

.Denial of Hajj and its abandonment is infidelity . 4

,..." and anyone who disbelieves "... 

It is cited in the book entitled: ` Man Lāyahḍuruhul-Faghīh', vol. 4, p. 368 that once the

.(: Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) told Hadrat Ali (a.s

." The abandoner of Hajj is infidel when he is capable " 

And whoever delay it a day after another until the one dies, it is as if he has died like a
.Jew or a Christian

Going to pilgrimage is an acceptance and answering to the invitation of Abraham . 5
(a.s.), since it was the command of Allah to him to follow: " And proclaim among people

the pilgrimage." (1) The first rite of the pilgrimage of the Sacred House is the change

.of clothing accompanied with saying ` Labbayk ', which means: O' Lord! I came

The result of performing the commands of Allah will surely return to the person . 6
.himself, else Allah does not need any thing

." then verily Allah is Self-sufficiently independent of the worlds "... 

This verse is the only verse in which the obligatoriness of Hajj pilgrimage for those . 7
who are capable is stated. It means that whoever has physical and financial capacity,
it is necessary for the one to perform Hajj pilgrimage. The rest of the ordinances of

pilgrimage are stated in the books of sacred rites of the pilgrimage by the

.jurisprudents

The person who is capable and ought to go to pilgrimage, has more duties to do . 8
(. (than others

.Allah invites to pilgrimage but He does not stoop to a favor . 9
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and pilgrimage to the House is a duty upon mankind for Allah, ... and anyone who "... 
." disbelieves, then verily Allah is Self-sufficiently independent of the worlds

.Obligatory things are a kind of duty upon the believers . 10

, ..." and pilgrimage to the House is a duty upon mankind for Allah "... 

.Allah is an Absolute Self-sufficient . 11

." verily Allah is Self-sufficiently independent of the worlds "... 

****
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The Quran, Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 27 1 - 1
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هَُّللاوَ هَِّللا  -تِ  يَاَِب نَورُفُکْتَ  مَِل  بِاتَکِْلا  لَهْأَ  لُْق يَ-  98

نَوُلمَْعتَ امَ  یلَعَ  دٌیهِشَ 

Say: `O' People of the Book! Why do you disbelieve in the Signs of Allah, while . " 98
 ? " Allah is Witness to what you do

Commentary: verse 98

This verse is a question accompanied with a reproach but in a polite tone. This

manner is the best kind of delivering propagation. However, it denotes that if you bear

.Allah in mind and know Him as a witness to your deeds, you may yield infidelity

Say: `O' People of the Book! Why do you disbelieve in the Signs of Allah, while Allah is " 
 ? " Witness to what you do

****
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نعَ نَوُّدصُتَ  مَِل  بِاتَکِْلا  لَهْأَایَ  لُْق   99

ءُآدَهَشُ مُْتنأَوَ  اجًوَعِ  اهََنوغُْبتَ  نَمَاءَ  نْمَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ اَّمعَ  لٍِفاغَِب  هَُّللا  امَوَ 

Say: ` O' People of the Book! Why do you obstacle those who believe from the . " 99
 ? way of Allah seeking to make it crooked, while you are witnesses

 ? " But Allah is not heedless of what you do

Commentary: verse 99

In the previous verse the question was about the infidelity of the People of the Book.
In this holy verse, besides criticizing against their former behaviour, they are

questioned if they do not believe themselves and disbelieve in the Signs of Allah, by

what reason they hinder others to pave the path of Allah. But they should know that

.Allah is never heedless of what they do

Say: ` O' People of the Book! Why do you obstacle those who believe from the way " 
 ? of Allah seeking to make it crooked, while you are witnesses

 ? " But Allah is not heedless of what you do

:Explanations

.Your enemies always try to pervert you from the Truth . 1

, ..." seeking to make it crooked "... 

.Your enemies know and are witnesses to your rightfulness . 2

 ? ... " while you are witnesses "... 

The enemies of Islam might know that Allah is aware of their deeds and is lying in . 3
.wait for them
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 ..." But Allah is not heedless "... 

If we know that our selves and our conduct are not overlooked, even for a moment, . 4
.we may leave wrong doing

****
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بَاتکِْلا ْاوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  ِم  نَّ اقًیرِفَ  ْاوعُیطُِت  نءِإْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیاَایَ   100

نَیرِِفاکَ مْکُِنامَیءِإدَْعَب  مکُوُّدرُیَ 

O' you who have Faith! if you hearken to a party from among of those who have . " 100
." been given the Book, they will turn you back, after your faith, into disbelievers

Commentary: verse 100

In several commentary books it is cited that one of the Jews by the name of Shāsh-
ibn-Qays once passed by the gathering of Muslims consisting of members of two

tribes called 'Aus and Khazraj and saw that they were very sincere with each other.
He became worried about it and said to himself that formerly these two tribes were

opposite to each other, but now, under the leadership and direction of Muhammad

(p.b.u.h.), they are living with each other peacefully. If this leadership continues, the

.existence of the Jews will be in danger

He, systematically gathered a group to help him, and commissioned a young man to

go inside them and to excite them by reminding them the memories of their fight in
Biqāth (the place where those two tribes fought against each other), so that the fire of

a hard combat was going to be lit between them. The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), with

his soothing words, warned them and made them aware of that evil plot. Therefore,
they put their swords down and kindly embraced each other while they were

.shedding tear and were regretful

According to the commentators, in this incident, the above verse and the two former

verses were revealed which caused the reproach and blame of the People of the Book

.as well as warning the Muslims

O' you who have Faith! if you hearken to a party from among of those who have " 
." been given the Book, they will turn you back, after your faith, into disbelievers

****
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هُُلوسُرَ مْکُیِفوَ  هَِّللا  تُایاءَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  یلَْتُت  مُْتنأَوَ  نَورُفُکْتَ  فَْیکَوَ   101

مٍیقِتَسُّْم رَصِ طٍ  یَلءِإ  يَدِهُ  دْقَفَ  هَِّللاِب  مصِتَْعیَ  نمَوَ 

But how can you disbelieve while the verses of Allah are being recited unto you . " 101
 ? and His Messenger is amongst you

." And whoever holds fast to Allah will indeed be guided to the Straight Path

Commentary: verse 101

The cause of deviation or disbelief is either the lack of right path or the lack of

guidance. But when there are Book, normatic custom, ordinances, and divine leaders,
 ? why do they pervert

Relying on and trusting in Allah and seeking help from Him, is the key to security from

.all temptations and deviations

But how can you disbelieve while the verses of Allah are being recited unto you and " 
 ? His Messenger is amongst you

." And whoever holds fast to Allah will indeed be guided to the Straight Path

:Explanations

.The way of approaching to Allah is open to everybody . 1

 ..." and whoever holds fast to Allah "... 

The existence of law alone is not enough to control infidelity and perversion. The . 2
.presence of leader is necessary, too

 ? ..." and His Messenger is amongst you "... 

.Seeking refuge to any one or any authority rather than Allah, is perversion . 3

What is more important than motion, is finding the straight way . 4
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.and paving it

." the one) will indeed be guided to the straight path "... )

:Holding fast to Allah has a definite result . 5

 ..." the one ) will indeed be guided "... )

Holding fast to Allah is an earnest movement accompanied with a cognizant choice . 6
.which is paving the way with the saints of Allah and in the way of Allah

****
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Section 11, to hold fast to the Cord of Allah

Point

هِِتاقَُت َّقحَ  هََّللا  ْاوقَُّتا  ْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَایَ   102

نَومُِلسُّْم مُتنأَوَ  َّلاءِإ  َّنُتومُتَ  لاَوَ 

:O' You who have Faith! be in awe of Allah as it is due to Him . " 102

." and do not die unless you are Muslims

Commentary: verse 102

Any perfection such as Faith, knowledge and piety has stages. There are elementary

stages and the stages higher than that up to the absolute perfection. For instance, we

recite the Qur'ān where it says: " O' Lord! increase me my knowledge! "(1) Or in

Makaārim-ul-Akhlaāq, the Supplication, we, asking the Lord, recite: " O' Lord! Expand

(my Faith to a perfect faith."(2

And, in the above mentioned verse we recite: "... be in awe of Allah as it is due to

Him...". Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in this regard, says: " The due piety is in the fact that Allah be

obeyed and not to be disobeyed; to be remembered and not to be forgotten, and to

be thanked with no ingratitude," (3) This shows that there are some stages and steps

.in piety

:Explanations

.Every day we must promote to a higher stage . 1

:..." O' you who have Faith! be in awe of Allah as it is due to Him " 

.Mere belief is not enough, but to remain faithful is the condition . 2

.Beginning is not so important while the ending is more important

. " and do not die unless you are Muslims "... 
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.Islam not only teaches us how to live, but also teaches us how to die . 3

.Piety is the only key to the goodness of destiny . 4
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ْاوُقَّرفَتَ لاَوَ  اعًیمِجَ  هَِّللا  لِْبحَِب  ْاومُصِتَعْاوَ   301

مْکُِبوُلُق نَْیَب  فََّلأَفَ  ءًادَعْأَ  مُْتنکُ  ذْءِإ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هَِّللا  تَمَْعِن  ْاورُکُذْاوَ 

اًن وَخْءِإ  هِِتمَْعِنِب  مُتحْبَصْأَفَ 

ِم اهَْنّ مکُذَقَنأَفَ  رِاَّنلا  ِم  نَّ  ٍ هٍرْفحُ افَشَ  یلَعَ  مُْتنکُوَ 

هِِتایَاءَ مْکَُل  هَُّللا  ِیبَُی  نُّ کَِل  ذَکَ 

نَودُتَهْتَ مْکَُّلعََل 

;And hold fast by the cord of Allah all together, and do not separate . " 103

and remember Allah's favour on you when you were enemies (of each other) then He

,united your hearts with (mutual) love

and thus you became brethren by His favour while you were on a brink of a pit of Fire

!then He delivered you from it

." Even so Allah makes clear His Signs for you, so that you may be guided

Commentary: verse 103

Point

;An Invitation to Union

In this verse, the ultimate subject, which is the problem of unity and standing against

:any separation, is referred to. It says

,And hold fast by the cord of Allah all together " 

;..." and do not separate

The opinions are divided among the commentators as to the meaning of the term

/hạblullāh/ ` the cord of Allah '. And in Islamic literature there are also varieties of
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narrations about it. But there is no difference in the basic meaning of them, because

the purpose of `the cord of Allah' is any means of connection with the Pure Essence of

.(. Allah, whether it be the Qur'ān, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or his progeny, Ahlul-Bayt (a.s

Union, an invitation to

Then, the Holy Qur'ān points to the great bounty of union and
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brotherhood among Muslims. It invites them that they comtemplate upon the

miserable conditions of the past and to compare its dispersion with union of Islam. It

:says

and remember Allah's favour on you when you were enemies (of each other) then "... 
He united your hearts with (mutual) love, and thus you became brethren by His favour

..."

Here, the subject of love and unity of the hearts of the believers is attributed to Allah,
:where it says

, ...". then He united your hearts with (mutual) love "... 

By this phenomenon, He has pointed to a social miracle of Islam, because if we refer

properly to the background of the old enmity of Arab, we will realize that how a slight

and simple subject could lighten the fire of a bloody war between them. This proves

that it was impossible to form one united nation from that unaware, ignorant,
.separated people through the ordinary ways

The importance of unity and brotherhood among the hostile Arab tribes has not

remained concealed even from the eyes of the non-Muslim scientists and historians,
.who totally speak of it with much wonder

:Then, the Qur'ān continues saying

 ! ... " while you were on a brink of a pit of Fire then He delivered you from it "... 

That is, Allah delivered you from that horrible precipice and led you to a safe and

'. sound point, viz. the point of `brotherhood and love

The Arabic word /nār/ `fire' mentioned in the above verse is metaphorically used for

the fights and conflicts which, in the Age of ignorance, every moment could happen by

.a pretext among Arabs

:At the end of the verse, to emphasize it more, it says
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." Even so, Allah makes clear His Signs for you, so that you may be guided "... 

****

p: 232

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1673 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَورُُمأْیَوَ رِْیخَْلا  یَلءِإ  نَوعُدْیَ  هٌَّمأُ  ِم  مْکُنّ نکُتَْلوَ   104

رِکَنمُْلا نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب 

نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  کَئَلوْأُوَ 

And there should be a party among you who invite (others) to good and enjoin . " 104
." what is right and forbid the wrong, and these are they that shall be prosperous

Commentary: verse 104

The secret of the location of the verse concerning with the subject of `enjoining right

and forbidding wrong' between two verses that instruct to union and singleness; may

be in the fact that in a dispersed social system either there is not an authority to invite

.people to do good, or these invitations are not effective and helpful

The act of enjoining right and forbidding wrong may be performed in two ways: 1) It

may be done as a public, common duty in which everybody must undertake it as much

as the one is capable to fulfil it. 2) The duty that a uniformed group undertake and

follow it powerfully. Like a driver who does not observe the traffic rules in the street.
So, both other drivers protest him by lights and horns and the traffic police enters the

.scene to face seriously with the offender

There are many traditions and narrations upon the subject of `enjoining right and

forbidding wrong' in Islamic literature. Here, we suffice to only this one in which Imam

:Ali (a.s.) says

Do not give up enjoining right and forbidding wrong lest the mischievous gain " 
positions over you, and then (in that case) when you pray, your invocations will not be

(granted to you."(1

****
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:Explanations

In an Islamic society, it is necessary to be a group of inspectors and controllers, . 1
confirmed by the Islamic System, to superintend and control the situations, attitudes,

.and movements

And there should be a party among you who invite (others) to good and enjoin what " 
, ..." is right and forbid the wrong

.In the society, the invitation to benevolece is prior to enjoining the right . 2

To improve a society and to prevent corruption and corruptive people, without the . 3
.existence of authority and a definite responsible manager, is impossible

Those who compassionately sympathize with the development and improvement of . 4
:the society are the true prosperous ones

." those are they that shall be prosperous "... 

Invitation to benevolence, enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong should . 5
ceaselessly be performed in the society, not in the form of seasonal and temporary

.movements

Prosperity is not found only in personal delivery, but the prosperity and delivery of . 6
.others are also from its conditions

The invitor to benevolence and right would be Islamicist, anthropologist, and one . 7
who knows the methods. It is for this reason that it is said that some of the members

.of community have special duty, not all of them

Enjoining the right is prior to forbidding the wrong, because if the way of what is . 8
.right be open, there will be little possibility for committing wrong

****
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-تُ ِیبَْلا نَّ مُهُءَاجَامَ  دِْعَب  منِم  ْاوفُلَتَخْاوَ  ْاوُقَّرفَتَ  نَیذَِّلاکَ  ْاوُنوکُتَ  لاَوَ   105

مٌیظِعَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  کَئَلوْأُوَ 

And be not like those who separated, and disagreed after clear evidences had . " 105
;come to them

." and these are they that will have a grievous chastisement

Commentary: verse 105

We ought to learn lessons from the bitter divergences between schools of the former

:times

, ..." And be not like those who separated " 

We should know that the root of separations is not always only the factor of

.ignorance, because desires also cause discord

; ..." and disagreed after clear evidences had come to them "... 

Separation and disagreement not only breaks your power in this present world and

.finally destroys it, but also brings Fire of Hell to you in the Hereafter

." and those are they that will have a grievous chastisement "... 

****
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مْهُهُوجُوُ تَّْدوَسْا   َ نَیذَِّلا اَّمأَفَ  هٌوجُوُ  ُّدوَسْتَوَ  هٌوجُوُ  ُّضیَْبتَ  مَوْیَ   106

مْکُِنامَیءِإدَْعَب مُترْفَکَأَ 

نَورُفُکْتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب  بَاذَعَْلا  ْاوُقوذُفَ 

!On the Day when some faces will turn while some faces will turn black . " 106

(: Then as to those whose faces turn black (will be said

Did you disbelieve after your believing ? Taste, then, the chastisement for that you ` 
 ! " were disbelieving

Commentary: verse 106

The idea mentioned in this verse upon the white faces and the black faces on the Day

of Judgement, perhapse is, in fact, the illustration of the very states and spiritualities

.of people

Those who have accepted the mastership of Allah in this world, He takes them from

darkness into Light, and, on that Day, they will arrive there with bright features. But

those who have followed the mastership of false gods, these gods take them from

Light into the darkness of desires, separation, polytheism and ignorance. These

.persons will be raised black in darkness on the Day of Resurrection

In the Qur'ān, sixteen times infidelity is mentioned after Faith, two times after Islam,
and three times calf-worship after theism, twenty seven times denial after knowledge

and evidence. All of these instances are illustrative to danger and serves as an

.earnest warning for all of us

!On the Day when some faces will turn while some faces will turn black " 

(: Then as to those whose faces turn black (will be said

Did you disbelieve after your believing ? Taste, then, the chastisement for that you ` 
 ! " were disbelieving
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****
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هَِّللا هِمَحْرَ  یفِفَ  مْهُهُوجُوُ  تَّْضیَْبا  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَوَ   107

نَودُِلاخَ اهَیِف  مْهُ 

دُیرُِی هَُّللا  امَوَ  قِّحَْلاِب  کَْیلَعَ  اهَوُلْتَن  هَِّللا  -تُ  يَاءَ کَْلِت   108

نَیمَِلاعَْلِّل امًْلظُ 

And as to those whose faces will turn white, they shall be in the Mercy of Allah; . " 107
." wherein shall they abide forever

;These are the verses of Allah which We recite unto you in Truth . " 108

." And Allah does not intend any injustice to the worlds

Commentary: verse 107-108

The recitation of the divine verses, without any exaggeration or diminution, is

adapted to the truth, therefore, actions and reactions, deeds and rewards,
movements and recompenses of all nations have been fixed upon a single principal

and way. Allah neither ordains the servants a duty beyond their endurance, nor

.changes the divine laws and ways of treatment with respect to nations

:Explanations

Allah does not cast any kind of unjust over any one, nor does He wish any unjust for . 1
.any one

Having a white face or a black face is a reflection of belief, thoughts, and deeds of . 2
.individuals themselves

;And as to those whose faces will turn white, they shall be in the Mercy of Allah " 

." wherein shall they abide forever

Unjust is usually offered by someone who is weak or is not able to obtain the goal . 3
through right way; or the one is neglectful due to evil, indecency and committing
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unjust, none of which is right to be attributed to Allah, the Pure. Therefore, the second

verse may refer to the same fact
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that the Lord, to Whom all things belong and the return of all is towards Him, does not

.need to be unjust

;These are the verses of Allah which We recite unto you in Truth " 

." And Allah does not intend any injustice to the worlds

****
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ضِرْلاَْا یِف  امَوَ  وَامََّسلا تِ  یِف  امَ  هَِّلِلوَ   109

رُوُملاُْا عُجَرُْت  هَِّللا  یَلءِإو 

,And whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth belongs to Allah . " 109

." and all affairs will be returned unto Allah

Commentary: verse 109

.The meaning in this verse is next to the idea mentioned in the previous verse

It consists of the reason that injustice cannot be issued from the side of Allah. This

verse denotes how it can be possible that Allah, (Glory be to Him and highly exalted is
.He), transgresses while everything in the world of existence belongs to Him

And whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth belongs to Allah, and all " 
." affairs will be returned unto Allah

****
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.Section 12, Muslims raised for the welfare of mankind

Point

Muslims, as a whole, were raised for the welfare of human beings. They

.might not afraid of the Jews. The strength of the Jews shall be a failure

.Muslims should not take the Jews as friends

فِورُْعمَْلاِب نَورُُمأْتَ  سِاَّنلِل  تْجَرِخْأُ  هٍَّمأُ  رَْیخَ  مُْتنکُ   110

هَِّللاِب نَوُنِمؤُْتوَ  رِکَنمُْلا  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنتَوَ 

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا ِم  مُهُْنّ مهَُّل  ارًْیخَ  نَاکََل  بِاتَکِْلا  لُهْأَ   َ نَماءَ وَْلوَ 

نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُرُثَکْأَوَ 

.You are the best nations brought forth for (the benefit of) mankind . " 110

;You enjoin what is right and forbid the wrong and believe in Allah

and if the People of the Book had believed, it would surely have been better for them.
." Some of them are believers while most of them are transgressors

Commentary: verse 110

.Again, an Invitation to Truth

In this holy verse, again it has returned to the proposition of `enjoining the right and

:forbidding the wrong' and also ` belief in Allah ' when it says

.You are the best nations brought forth for (the benefit of) mankind " 

;..." You enjoin what is right and forbid the wrong and believe in Allah

It is interesting that the reason of being the best nations for Muslims is stated the

fulfilment of `enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong' and ` belief in Allah '. This
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shows that the improvement of human society, without belief in Allah and not being

accompanied with invitation to
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the Truth and struggling against corruption, is impossible. Besides that, the

accomplishment of these two obligatory duties guarantees the spread of belief and

the execution of all personal and social rules, while the surety of execution is verbally

.prior to the law itself

Then it points out that the benefits of a religion which is so clear and the ordinances

which are so magnificent, are deniable for none. Therefore, if the People of the Book

(the Jews and the Christians) do believe, it is of their own gain. But, unfortunately, only

a minority of them have recalcitrated the foolish bigotries and have embraced Islam

eagerly, when the majority of the People of the Book have disobeyed the command of

.Allah

and if the People of the Book had believed, it would surely have been better for "... 
." them. Some of them are believers while most of them are transgressors

****
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رَاَبدْلاَْا  ُ مُکوُّلوَُی مْکُوُلِتاقَُی  نءِإو  يًذأَ  َّلاءِإ  مْکُوُّرضُیَ  نَل   111

نَورُصَنُی َّمُث لاَ 

They shall never harm you except for annoyance; and if they fight with you, they . " 111
." shall turn their backs to you, then they shall not be helped

Commentary: verse 111

This verse is both a prediction and a glad tidings and consolation for the Muslims. It

tells them that under the shade of belief, union, and enjoining the right, they are

insured. Therefore, they would not be afraid of the threats of the enemy, because the

'. enemy is insignificant and the victory is of the Muslims

:Explanations

.The school of Islam and the Muslims themselves are insured in the shade of Faith . 1

 ..." They shall never harm you " 

.The opponents of Muslims may attain only a small part of their molesting projects . 2

 ..." except for annoyance "... 

.He who is faithless, is in lack of the spirit of perseverance . 3

and if they fight with you, they shall turn their backs to you, then they shall not be "... 
." helped

****
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ْاوفُقُِثامَ نَْیأَ  هَُّلذِّلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تَْبرِضُ   112

سِاَّنلا ِم  نَّ لٍْبحَوَ   ِ اللهِا ِم  نَّ لٍْبحَِب  َّلاءِإ 

هُنَکَسْمَْلا مُهِْیلَعَ  تَْبرِضُوَ  هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ بٍضَغَِب  وءُاَبوَ 

هَِّللا  ِ تِایَاَِب نَورُفُکْیَ  ْاوُناکَ  مْهَُّنأَِب  کَِل  ذَ 

ْاوصَعَ امَِب  کَِل  قٍّحَ ذَ  رِْیغَِب  ءَایَِبنلاَْا  نَوُلُتْقیَوَ 

نَودُتَْعیَ ْاوُناکََّو 

,Abasement has been branded on them, wherever they are found . " 112

;unless (they cling to) the cord of Allah and the cord of men

so, they have incurred wrath from Allah; and wretchedness has been stumped upon

them. That is because they went on rejecting Allah's Signs and slaying the prophets

.unjustly

." That was because they disobeyed, and went on transgressing

Commentary: verse 112

The result of disbelief and slaying prophets is being encountered with abasement and

wretchedness in this world and the wrath of Allah in the coming world. Sin and

.transgression is a preparation for greater sins, like infidelity and slaying the prophets

." That was because they disobeyed, and went on transgressing "... 

It is worthy to note that what is worse than transgression and disbelief is the

.continuation and persistence of the act of disbelief and transgression

so, they have incurred wrath from Allah; and wretchedness has been stumped "... 
." upon them

The Jews are always abased, although sometimes they take the cord of propagation,
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economics and policy, yet they are in the lowest position from the point of honesty,
honour, amiability and security. The example of
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them is like the cruel persons who are armed and create alarm and terror in order to

.obtain masses of wealth, but they can never attain a high honourable rank

, ..." Abasement has been branded on them, wherever they are found " 

:Explanations

The secret of honour is two things: The inwardly Faith in the Power of Allah, and . 1
.outwardly communication with communities and nations

; ..." unless ( they cling to) the cord of Allah and the cord of men "... 

So, each of them singly is imperfect. When there is Faith but accompanied with

.isolation and retreat with people, we can do nothing

And, when we are in contact with all people, but there is not Faith from inside, we are

.helpless, too

Maybe, the repetition of the word `cord' is the key to the fact that these two cords . 2
.are not alike

Islamic literatures denote that the Jews did not mostly slay the prophets with . 3
swords themselves, but they reported the prophets' mysteries and imformations to

the enemies and, as a result of it, the cruel forces could capture the prophets and slay

.them

That is because they went on rejecting Allah's Signs and slaying the prophets "...
. ..." unjustly

****
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نَوُلْتیَ هٌمَئاقَ  هٌَّمأُ  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  ِم  نّْ ءًاوَسَ  ْاوسُْیَل   113

نَودُجُسْیَ مْهُوَ  لِْیَّلا  ءَاَناءَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاءَ 

(. Yet, they are not all alike: of the People of the Book is a group upright (in faith . " 113

They recite the verses of Allah in the night time while they prostrate themselves (in
(." adoration

Commentary: verse 113

.The Truth-seeking Soul in Islam

Following to the scorns and hard blames that the former verses had against the Jews,
in this verse, to observe the justice and respecting the rights of eligible persons, and

:that all of them cannot be considered alike, it says

(. ..." Yet, they are not all alike: of the People of the Book is a group upright (in faith " 

Another quality that they have, is that they usually recite the revelations of Allah

:during the night. It says

... " They recite the verses of Allah in the night time "... 

:And, at the conclusion of the verse, it refers to their humbleness, where it says

(." while they prostrate themselves (in adoration "... 

****
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فِورُْعمَْلاِب نَورُُمأْیَوَ  رِخِلاَْا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی   114

نَوعُرِاسَُیوَ رِکَنمُْلا  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَوَ 

نَیحِاَِّصلا نَِم  کَئَلوْأُوَ  تِارَْیخَْلا  یِف 

They believe in Allah and the Last Day; and they enjoin what is right and forbid . " 114
." the wrong, and hasten to do good deeds, and these are of the righteous ones

Commentary: verse 114

In this verse, it adds that: some of the People of the Book, besides recitation of the

:verses of Allah and prostration, believe in Allah and in the Resurrection Day. It says

, ..." They believe in Allah and the Last Day " 

They furnish the proposition of enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong as their

.duty

, ..." and they enjoin what is right and forbid the wrong "... 

Another quality of them is that, in doing good, they take precedence of each other. It

:says

,..." and hasten to do good deeds "... 

:And, finally, they are such that it says

." and these are of the righteous ones "... 

****
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نَیقَِّتمُْلاِب مٌیِلعَ  هَُّللاوَ  هُورُفَکُْی  نلَفَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  ْاوُلعَْفیَ  امَوَ   115

And whatever good they do, they will never be denied thereward of it; and Allah . " 115
." knows the pious ones

Commentary: verse 115

:In the insight of Allah, nothing will ever be wasted. It says

; ..." And whatever good they do, they will never be denide thereward of it " 

In the Qur'ān we recite: "... Allah only accepts from those who are pious."(1) That is,
the condition of the acceptance of deeds is Faith and piety. In this regard, here the

verse denotes and Allah says that We ourselves know who the pious ones, whose

.deeds should be accepted, are

." and Allah knows the pious ones "... 

****
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مْهُُل وَْمأَ  مْهُْنعَ  یَِنْغُت  نَل  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   116

اًئیشَ هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ مهُدُاَلوْأَ  لاَوَ 

نَودُِلاخَ اهَیِف  مْهُ  رِاَّنلا  بُاحَصْأَ  کَئَلوْأُوَ 

As for) those who disbelieve, surely neither their possession nor their children . " ) 116
,shall avail them in the least against Allah

." and they are the inhabitants of the Five; wherein shall they abide forever

Commentary: verse 116

The Qur'ān has repeatedly announced that for the disbelievers neither wealth, nor

progeny, nor family members, nor spouse, nor apology, nor friends, nor master, nor

.(. any thing else is of the slightest effectuality for the wrath of Allah (s.w.t

As for) those who disbelieve, surely neither their possession nor their children shall " )
;avail them in the least against Allah, and they are the inhabitants of the Five

." wherein shall they abide forever

****
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اهَیِف حٍیرِ  لِثَمَکَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِویَحَْلا  هِذِهَ  یِف  نَوقُفِنُی  امَ  لُثَمَ   711

هُْتکَلَهْأَفَ مْهُسَفُنأَ  ْاومُلَظَ  مٍوْقَ  ثَرْحَ  تَْباصَأَ  ٌّرصِ 

نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُنأَ  نْکَِلوَ  هَُّللا  مُهُمَلَظَ  امَوَ 

The likeness of what they (disbelievers) spend in this life of the world is as the . " 117
likeness of a wind wherein is intense cold which strikes the tilth of a people, who have

.wronged themselves, and destroys it

." Allah has not been unjust to them, but they are unjust to themselves

Commentary: verse 117

The Arabic term /sịrr/ has been applied in the sense of: ` excessive cold that scorches

plants '. The attractive point in this verse is that in view of Allah mere opinion and

stimulus are not effective in affairs. That is why the verse indicates that you may not

be worried about the money the disbelievers spend in a false way, because the fruit

.of it is like a tilth that can easily be abolished by a cold wind

The likeness of what they (disbelievers) spend in this life of the world is as the " 
likeness of a wind wherein is intense cold which strikes the tilth of a people, who have

. ..." wronged themselves, and destroys it

From the beginning of Islam upto now, there have been many plots, accusations,
invasions, wars, and evil propagations done against Islam and Muslims, but everyday

.the religion of Allah have developed more than before

When a nation faces with the wrath of Allah, it is not an injustice from the side of Allah,
.but it is a reflection of their own deeds that they themselves have performed

." Allah has not been unjust to them, but they are unjust to themselves "... 

****
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لاًابَخَ مْکَُنوُلأْیَ  مْکُِنودُ لاَ  ِم  نّ هًَناطَِب  ْاوذُخَِّتتَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ لاَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَایَ   118

رُبَکْأَ مْهُرُودُصُ  یفِخُْت  امَوَ  مْهِهِاوَْفأَ  نِْم  ءُآضَْغبَْلا  تِدََب  دْقَ  مُّْتِنعَ  امَ  ْاوُّدوَ 

نَوُلقِْعتَ مُْتنکُ  نءِإ  تِایَلاَْا  مُکَُل  اَّنَّیَب  دْقَ 

.O' you who have Faith! Do not take intimate other than yourselves . " 118

.They do not fall short in corrupting you. They like what distresses you

Hatred has already appeared from (the utterance of) their mouths while what their

.breasts conceal is greater

." We have made the Signs clear for you if you ponder

Commentary: verse 118

Following to the verses stated the kind of relations the Muslims may have with the

disbelievers, this verse points at one of the most sensitive subjects, and, in the form

.of a delicate resemblance, it warns the believers

:It says

.O' you who have Faith! Do not take intimate other than yourselves " 

. ..." They do not fall short in corrupting you

It is never such that their experience of friendship with you hinders them to desire

pain and loss for you because of difference in religion and creed. In the contrary, they

.are interested in your distress and suffering

. ..." They like what distresses you "... 

They are usually careful of their statements and behaviour in order that you do not be

cognizant of their interrior mysteries and that their secrets would not be uncovered.
They speak carefully and cautiously, yet the signs of enmity is manifest from among

.their speech
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. ..." Hatred has already appeared from (the utterance of) their mouth "... 

In short, by this means, Allah has shown the way of recognition of the inward state of

the enemies; and informs us from their hidden minds and their interrior mysteries. It

:says

. ..." while what their breasts conceal is greater "... 

:Then, it adds

." We have made the Signs clear for you if you ponder "... 
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مْهَُنوُّبحُِت ءِلاَوْأُ  مُْتنأَاهَ   119

اَّنمَاءَ ْاوُلاقَ  مْکُوقَُل  اذَءِإو  ِلکُ  هِّ بِاتَکِْلاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْتوَ  مْکَُنوُّبحُِی  لاَوَ 

مْکُظِْیغَِب ْاوُتوُم  لُْق  ظِْیغَْلا  نَِم  لَِماَنلاَْا  مُکُْیلَعَ  ْاوُّضعَ  ْاوْلَخَ  اذَءِإو 

رِودُُّصلا تِاذَِب  مُیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

!Here you are, loving them while they do not love you . " 119

Though you believe in all Books

 ', and when they meet you, they say: ` We believe

.but when they are alone, they bite the ends of their fingers in rage against you

." Say: ` Die in your rage!'. Surely Allah is aware of what is in the breasts

Commentary: verse 119

In this verse it addresses the Muslims and says that you love them because of

relationship or neighbourliness, or for other reasons, neglecting the fact that they do

not like you. It is in the case that you believe in all the Books that have been sent down

by Allah (irrespetive of your own Book and the heavenly Book of theirs), but they do

.not believe in the revealed Book you have

!Here you are, loving them while they do not love you " 

; ..." Though you believe in all Books

Then, the Qur'ān introduces the real feature of this group of the People of the Book,
:who are hypocrites, when it says

 ', and when they meet you, they say: ` We believe "... 

. ..." but when they are alone, they bite the ends of their fingers in rage against you

It says to the Prophet to tell them that they would die with the rage that they have
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.and this grief will be with them until the day of their death

!'. ..." Say: ` Die in your rage "... 

:You were not aware of their condition, but Allah is, because

." Surely Allah is aware of what is in the breasts "... 

****
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هٌنَسَحَ مْکُسْسَمْتَ  نءِإ   120

ْاوقَُّتتَوَ ْاورُِبصْتَ  نءِإو  اهَِب  ْاوحُرَْفیَ  ِیسَ  هٌئَّ مْکُْبصُِت  نءِإو  مْهُؤْسُتَ 

اًئْیشَ مْهُدُْیکَ  مْکُُّرضُیَ  لاَ 

طٌیحُِم نَوُلمَْعیَ  امَِب  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

If any good befalls you, it grieves them; and if an evil afflicts you, they delight in . " 120
;it

;but if you are patient and be pious, their plotting will not harm you in any way

." surely Allah encompasses what they do

Commentary: verse 120

In this verse one of the signs of their grudge and enmity is stated. It indicates that if a
victory or a happy incident comes forth for you, those groups of the People of the

Book will become inconvenient, but if an evil incident happens against you, they will

.become happy

,If any good befalls you, it grieves them; and if an evil afflicts you " 

;..." they delight in it

,But if you persevere against their hostilities and, in the meantime

you observe piety and patience, they cannot harm you by their treacherous plans,
.because Allah quitely encompasses whatever they do

but if you are patient and be pious, their plotting will not harm you in any way; "... 
." surely Allah encompasses what they do

****
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Section 13, The Battle of 'Uḥud

Point

The readiness of some and the cowardice of others

The Muslims should trust only in Allah The

divine Assistance at Badr - The assistance

.through angels Allah's Pardon

لِاتَقِْلِل دَعِاقَمَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  ئُوِّبَُت  کَِلهْأَ  نِْم  تَوْدَغَ  ذْءِإو   121

مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ  هَُّللاوَ 

And (remember) when you did set forth from your housefolk at daybreak to . " 121
lodge the believers in encampments for the battle (of 'Uhụd), and Allah is All-Hearing,

." All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 121

From this verse on, the revelations are about an expansive important Islamic

.happening known as the Battle of 'Uhụd

At the beginning, the verse has referred to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and that he came out

:of Medina to lodge the forces at the side of 'Uhụd mount. It says

And (remember) when you did set forth from your housefolk at daybreak to lodge " 
the believers in encampments for the battle (of 'Uhụd), and Allah is All-Hearing, All-

." Knowing

:Explanations

The Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) posted the believers at their stations for battle. Thus, . 1
it shows that not every ordinary person can decide on the site of the battle and

.defensive regions
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(, ..." to lodge the believers in encampments for the battle (of 'Uhud "... 

Technical, geographical, and natural plannings of military . 2
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operations should be performed before initiating the concerning program and in a

.quiet and calm circumstance

 ..." when you did set forth from your housefolk at daybreak "... 

.Early morning is the best time for estimating the necessary battle conditions . 3

.At the threshold of fighting, we must detach our hearts from our own housefolk . 4

****
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امَهُُّیِلوَ هَُّللاوَ  لاَشَْفتَ  نأَ  مْکُنِم  نِاتَفَئااَّط  تَّمهَ  ذْءِإ   122

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَوَ 

When two parties of you had decided to flinch but Allah was the protector of . " 122
them both (and helped them to change their thought); So, in Allah (alone) should the

.believers trust

Commentary: verse 122

Two groups of Muslims by the names of ` Banū Salmah ' From 'Ūss Tribe and ` Banū

Ḥarithah ' from Khazraj tribe decided to shirk to participate in fight. There are

different reasons mentioned for the inactivity of these two groups. Some of them are

.as follows

.Their own fear, when they saw that the number of enemy was large . 1

They were inconvinient for that their attitude was not attended to and the troops . 2
.did not shelter in the city in spite of the side of 'Uhụd mount

.Why did the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not let the confederate Jews help them? And so on . 3

But, by His Mercy, the Lord protected those two groups from falling in the trap of the

.sin of return and escape from the battlefield and He kept them safe in His Mastership

:Explanations

.Those who are not under the mastership of Allah are inactive . 1

Allah does not leave the believers to themselves. He assists them in sensitive . 2
.moments

Allah is aware of our intentions and He informs His Prophet of the thoughts of . 3
.people

.All those who go to fight, are not the same . 4
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The only remedy of weakness is trust in Allah. This effective remedy is in the hands . 5
.of the believers
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هٌَّلذِأَ مُْتنأَوَ  رٍدْبَِب  هَُّللا  مُکُرَصََن  دْقََلوَ   123

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هََّللا  ْاوقَُّتافَ 

And certainly Allah did assist you at Badr when you were contemptibly scanty; so . " 123
." be in awe of Allah, in order that you might be thankful

Commentary: verse 123

These verses are the revelations which were sent down in a critical state for the

strengthening on the defeated spirits of Muslims. At first, the notable triumph of

Muslims in the Battle of Badr is pointed out, so that, by its remembrance, they become

:assured about their future. Therefore, it says

; ..." And certainly Allah did assist you at Badr when you were contemptibly scanty " 

The number of your members were 313 with a little preparation, while the number of

.the disbelievers was more than one thousand, with many equipments

Now that the situation is like this, be in awe of Allah, and avoid repeating disobedience

from the command of your leader, viz, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), in order to be

.thankful for His numerous blessings

." so be in awe of Allah, in order that you might be thankful "... 

:Explanations

.Do not forget the unseen helps, especially in the battlefield . 1

The gratitude of the unseen helps is that you do not misuse them, be not proud of . 2
.them, and be careful of your duty to Allah

****
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هَِثالَثَِب مکُُّبرَ  مْکَُّدمُِی  نأَ  مْکُیَفِکْیَ  نَلأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل  لُوقُتَ  ذْءِإ   124

نَیِلزَنُم هِکَئلَمَْلا  ِم  نَّ فٍاَلاءَ 

When you said to the believers: ` Will it never suffice you that your Lord should . " 124
 ?' " reinforce you with three thousand of angels sent down

Commentary: verse 124

.By the leave of Allah, angels may be at the service of the believers . 1

.It is necessary for a fighting believer to be hopeful in the Grace of Allah . 2

One of the duties of the leader in an Islamic society is to make people hopeful and . 3
.regardful to the unseen helps

When you said to the believers: ` Will it never suffice you that your Lord should " 
 ?' " reinforce you with three thousand of angels sent down

****
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مْهِرِوْفَ ِم  نّ مکُوُتأْیَوَ  ْاوقَُّتتَوَ  ْاورُِبصْتَ  نءِإ  یلََب   125

نَیِموِّسَُم هِکَئلَمَْلا  ِم  نَّ فٍاَلاءَ  هِسَمْخَِب  مکُُّبرَ  مْکُدْدِمُْی  اذَهَ 

Yes! if you be patiently steadfast and act aright even if they (the enemy) rush on . " 125
you in such a headlong manner, your Lord will reinforce you with five thousand of

." angels distinguished

Commentary: verse 125

In the previous verse, the speech was upon three thousand assisting angels, and in
this verse, it speaks about five thousand angels. This may be for the sake of military

conditions, and the necessities, or because of the spiritual circumstances and piety of

.the fighting believers

:Explanations

Perseverance and piety are the causes of the descent of the angels and the unseen . 1
.helps

 ..." Yes, if you be patiently steadfast and act aright " 

.The Laws of Allah do not change with the change of time and people . 2

." your Lord will reinforce you with five thousand of angels distinguished "... 

To be steadfast in affairs is worthy when it is accompanied with piety; otherwise it is . 3
.stubbornness and obstinacy

.Do not neglect the enemy because their attack is urgent and roaring . 4

,..." even if they (the enemy) rush on you in such a headlong manner "... 

****
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َّنئمَطْتَِلوَ مْکَُل  يرَشُْب  َّلاءِإ  هَُّللا  هُلَعَجَ  امَوَ   126

هِِب مکُُبوُلُق 

مِیکِحَْلا زِیزِعَْلا  هَِّللا  دِنعِ  نِْم  َّلاءِإرُصَّْنلا  امَوَ 

And Allah did not make it (the descending of angels) but as good tidings for you, . " 126
and to reassure your hearts thereby;and there is no victory save from Allah, the

." Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 126

In battlefields, peacefulness and good news are of the necessities of the fighting . 1
.believers

And Allah did not make it (the descend of angels) but as good tidings for you, and to " 
;..." reassure your hearts thereby

The entire preparations of men including material, scientifical, psychological, and . 2
.invisible affairs, without the Will of Allah (s.w.t.), are ineffective

." and there is no victory save from Allah, the Mighty, the Wise "... 

Glory and Power of Allah are accompanied with His Wisdom. (It is possible, of . 3
course, that under some particular reasons Muslims also be defeated in some

.instances. Yes, the helps of Allah depend on His Wisdom

****
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نَِّم افًرَطَ  عَطَْقیَِل   127

نَیِبئاخَ ْاوُبِلقَنیَفَ  مْهُتَِبکْیَ  وْأَ  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا 

The Divine help was for this) that He might cut off a part of the disbelievers or . " ) 127
." abase them so that they turn back disappointedly

Commentary: verse 127

As At-Tahq̣īq says, the Arabic word /taraf/ means the end of something (not a corner

(. of it

.Thus, the verse says that the unseen helps come forth to eradicate the disbelievers

In the lexicon and commentary books, it is cited that there are two kinds of despair. If

a person is hopeless from the beginning, in Arabic, the state is called /ya's/. But, if the

person becomes disappointed after that he has been hopeful, the state, inArabic, is

 /. called /xā'ib

:Explanations

.Infidelity and infidels should either be cut off or be abased and desperate . 1

Be not happy with the weak, seasonal, partial, and humble acts that do not hurt the)
(. root of infidelity

The Divine help was for this) that He might cut off a part of the disbelievers or " )
..." abase them

Your union, power, policy and administratorship must be in a form that at any . 2
.moment the enemy be drawn to disappointment

." so that they turn back disappointedly "... 

****
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مْهَُبذِّعَُی وْأَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  بَوُتیَ  وْأَ  ْ ءٌ  یْش رِْملاَْا  نَِم  کََل  سَْیَل   128

نَومُِلاظَ مْهَُّنءِإف 

The affair is no concern at all of yours whether He turns towards them . " 128
." (mercifully) or punishes them, for verily, they are unjust

Commentary: verse 128

When the leader is completely truthful, he behaves like that. He even faithfully and

:bravely recites the revelations that relieve him of a responsibility. The Lord said

..." The affair is no concern at all of yours " 

We study in the commentary books of both great sects of Islam that when the tooth

of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was broken and it bleeded in the Battle of 'Uhụd, he (p.b.u.h.)
 ? " said: " How could these people be prosperous

.The verse was revealed that he was not responsible of people's prosperity

They would be forgiven later that time, or they might be left to themselves and be

.punished

whether He turns towards them (mercifully) or punishes them, for verily, they are "... 
." unjust

:Explanations

The way of repentance is not shut to even those who run away from the godly . 1
battlefields, as well as to the disbelievers who have injured the Muslims with the

.greatest damages

.Do not judge promptly . 2

Both forgiveness and punishment depend on Allah. (The merit of intercession is a . 3
gift that Allah has endowed upon the Saints. Of course, it cannot be performed

without the leave of Allah; and never have prophets any independence from their

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1710 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.( own before Allah

The chastisement of human beings is the fruit of their own injustice and . 4
.transgression
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ءُاشَیَ نمَِل  رُفِْغیَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  امَوَ  وَامََّسلا تِ  یِف  امَ  هَِّلِلوَ   129

مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  بُذِّعَُیوَ 

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the . " 129

;earth. He will forgive whom He wills, and will punish whom He wills

." and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 129

This verse, is an emphasis on the meaning of the previous verse, saying that the

punishments and torments are upto Allah, because the creation and sovereignty of all

.existence is in His control

. ... " And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth " 

It is interesting that the persons who are involved with the wrath of Allah or those

who receive the mercy of Allah are not defined in the verse. This case may be for the

sake that everybody remains between fear and hope, and neither pride nor despair

.falls upon them

,..." He will forgive whom He wills, and will punish whom He wills "... 

It is clear, of course, that forgiveness and punishment depend on both the Wisdom

.ofAllah and the bases that the person produces in oneself and in the society

. " and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful "... 

****
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Section 14, Usury forbidden

Point

Means of achieving success

Not to be usurer To be in awe of Allah To be in awe of Hell

To spend in the cause of religion Mutual forbearance to seek the Divine Protection

.The loss inflicted upon the enemy Misfortune at Uhud

ْاوُنمَاءَ نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَایَ   130

هََّللا ْاوقَُّتاوَ  هًفَعَاضَُّم  افًاعَضْأَ  ْاوَبرِّلا  ْاوُلکُأْتَ  لاَ 

نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل 

O' you who have Faith! Do not devour usury, doubling it over and over again, and . " 130
." be in awe of Allah; that you may be prosperous

Commentary: verse 130

This verse, together with its eight subsequent verses, have been located among the

verses about the Battle of 'Uhụd. This arrangement, perhaps, is for the sake that the

existence of ethical and economical themes are helpful in a defensive system. The

society whose members are the people of sincerity and devotion, who hasten to do

good, to repent, and are obedient to the godly leader, will be successful in war, too.
But, the society whose members are mammonish, miser, disobedient, and persist in

.committing sin, surely will be defeated

However, the verses on the prohibition of usury have been revealed gradually and in
several stages. The first step of the prohibition of usury was a critical attack against

.the usury of the Jews

This verse is for the prohibition of the usury doubling it over and over again, but, later,
Islam gradually prohibited devouring even a penny of usury and introduced it as a

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1713 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.fighting against Allah
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:Explanations

Before the prohibition of the principal of usury, its ugly outstanding forms were . 1
.prohibited

, ..." doubling it over and over again "... 

.In the economical affairs, observing piety is intensively necessary . 2

.In other words, the existence of a safe and sound economy is the sign of piety therein

: ..." Do not devour usury,... and be in awe of Allah "... 

.Prosperity cannot be obtained by wealth and usury, but it can be obtained by piety . 3

. " and be in awe of Allah: that you may be prosperous "... 

Usurer is impious and an impious person does not become prosperous. A usurer is . 4
prosperous neither in this world, nor in the Hereafter. In this world he is involved with

grudge and rancour of others, and in the coming world he will encounter the Wrath of

.Allah

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلِل تَّْدعِأُ  یِتَّلا  رَاَّنلا  ْاوقَُّتاوَ   131

." And be in awe of the Fire which has been prepared for the disbelievers . " 131

Commentary: verse 131

:In this holy verse the ordinance of piety and purity is emphasized again. It says

." And be in awe of the Fire which has been prepared for the disbelievers " 

From the word /Kāfirīn/ (disbelievers) mentioned in the verse, it is understood that,
.principally, usury does not fit with the nature of Faith

Therefore, the usurers have a share from the Fire which is prepared for the

.disbelievers

****
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نَومُحَرُْت مْکَُّلعََل  لَوسَُّرلاوَ  هََّللا  ْاوعُیطِأَوَ   132

." And obey Allah and the Messenger, that you may be shown Mercy . " 132

Commentary: verse 132

The cause of the failure of Muslims in the Battle of 'Uhụd was their disobedience from

the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). He had told them not to leave the defensive

region located between the vales of 'Uhụd Mount, but the guardian group left that site

and, in spite of the order, went to gather the spoils of war. Therefore, the enemy

.attacked the Muslims from the same site and defeated them

." And obey Allah and the Messenger, that you may be shown Mercy " 

:Explanations

The order of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h), whether it is governmental or . 1
.religious, similar to the command of Allah, is necessary to be obeyed

He who decides to abandon usury in order to obey the command of Allah and the . 2
.Messenger and to have pity on people, the Lord will have mercy on him, too

****
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مْکُِّبَّر ِم  نّ هٍرَفِْغمَ  یَلءِإْاوعُرِاسَوَ   133

نَیقَِّتمُْلِل تَّْدعِأُ  ضُرْلاَْاوَ  وَامََّسلا تُ  اهَضُرْعَ  هٍَّنجَوَ 

And hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord, and a Garden whose width is . " 133
." (as) the heavens and the earth, prepared for the pious ones

Commentary: verse 133

A Race on the Path of Felicity

Following to the former verses, which threatened the wrong doers to the punishment

of Fire and encouraged the good doers to the grace and mercy of Allah, in this verse

the effort and endeavour of the good doers is likened to a spiritual race the goal of

:which is the forgiveness of Allah and the eternal blessings in Heaven. It says

, ..." And hasten towards forgiveness from your Lord " 

Since attaining any spiritual rank is not possible without being purified from sins by His

forgiveness, the goal of this spiritual race firstly is forgiveness and secondly is

:Heaven

, ..." and a Garden whose width is (as) the heavens and the earth "... 

Then, at the end of the verse, it clearly declares that this Heaven, with its wonderful

.splendour, has already been prepared for the pious ones

:It says

." prepared for the pious ones "... 
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ظَْیغَْلا نَیمِظِاکَْلاوَ  ءِاَّرَّضلاوَ  ءِاَّرَّسلا  یِف  نَوقُفِنُی  نَیذَِّلا  . 134

سِاَّنلا نِعَ  نَیِفاعَْلاوَ 

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ 

Those who spend (benevolently) in ease and in adversity, and who restrain . " 134
(their) anger

." and pardon (the faults of) men; and Allah loves the doers of good

Commentary: verse 134

.The Feature of the Pious Ones

In the previous verse, the pious ones are promised the already prepared Eternal

Heaven, therefore, in this verse, it introduces the attributes of the pious ones and

:expresses five splendid human qualities for them. They are as follows

They spend out in any condition they are in, whether when they are in ease and . 1
.welfare or at the time when they are in deprivation and adversity

, ..." Those who spend (benevolently) in ease and in adversity " 

It is worthy to note that here the first outstanding quality of the pious ones is

mentioned `spending'. The reason is that these verses contain the qualities opposite

to those of usurers and oppressors, which were referred to in the former verses.
Moreover, spending property and wealth, especially both in the states of ease and

.adversity, is the most clear sign of piety

:The third attribute of the pious ones, mentioned here, is that . 2

... " and who restrain (their) anger "... 

:The forth quality they have is that . 3

; ..." and pardon (the faults of) men "... 
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Of course, restraining anger is very good but it, singly, is not enough, because it may

not eradicate enmity and grudge from the heart and thought. In this condition, for

dismissing the state of enmity, `restraining
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.anger' and `pardoning the faults' should gather together

Their fifth quality is that they are `good doers ', and the Lord loves the doers of . ` 4
.good

." and Allah loves the doers of good "... 

Here, it has referred to a higher degree of pardoning. It is the case that a person, in
spite of receiving wrong, reacts with doing good, (when the circumstance requires), in
order to burn the root of enmity in the opponent's heart, and to make that person kind

.to himself

****
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هًشَحِافَ ْاوُلعَفَ  اذَءِإ  نَیذَِّلاوَ   135

مْهِِبوُنذُِل ْاورُفَْغتَسْافَ  هََّللا  ْاورُکَذَ  مْهُسَفُنأَ  ْاومُلَظَوْأَ 

ْاوُلعَفَ امَ  یلَعَ  ْاوُّرصُِی  مَْلوَ  هَُّللا  َّلاءِإ  بَوُنُّذلا  رُفِْغیَ  نمَوَ 

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُوَ 

And those who, when they commit an indecency or do injustice to their . " 135

selves, remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins and who

forgives the sins except Allah ? And they (the pious) do not knowingly persist

." in what they have committed

Commentary: verse 135

When the pious ones do something wrong or do injustice to

themselves, they remember Allah and ask for forgiveness from Him for

:their sins. It says

,And those who, when they commit an indecency or do injustice to their selves " 

 ..." remember Allah and seek forgiveness for their sins

It is understood from the above verse that whensoever that a person

remembers Allah, he does not commit sin. Thus, this forgetfulness and

negligence, in the doers of good, does not remain long, and before soon

.they remember Allah and make up for the past

 ?..." and who forgives the sins except Allah "... 

:At the end of the verse, to lay emphasis on the subject, it says
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." And they (the pious) do not knowingly persist in what they have committed "... 

****
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مْهِِّبَّر ِم  نّ هٌرَفِْغَّم  مهُؤُازَجَ  کَئَلوْأُ   136

اهَیِف نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَْا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٌاَّنجَوَ 

نَیِلِماعَْلا رُجْأَ  مَْعِنوَ 

As for these, their reward is forgiveness from their Lord and Gardens beneath . " 136
which rivers flow, therein they will abide for ever. How blissful will the reward of (such)

 ! " workers be

Commentary: verse 136

In three rather successively verses the existence of the words: ` the pious ', ` the

doers of good ', and ` workers ' is the sign for that piety is not a state with isolation or

only a spiritual quality but it is often accompanied with action and kindness in the

.society

... " As for these, their reward is forgiveness from their Lord " 

:Explanations

.As long as a person is not purified from sins, the one is not eligible to enter Paradize . 1

..." and Gardens beneath which rivers flow, therein they will abide for ever "... 

Mere wishes are not enough for obtaining the Divine favours, but effort and action . 2
.are necessary

 ! " How blissful will the reward of (such) workers be "... 

****
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ضِرْلاَْا یِف  ْاورُیسِفَ  نٌنَسُ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  تْلَخَ  دْقَ   137

نَیِبذِّکَمُْلا هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  ْاورُظُنافَ 

Indeed, there have been institutions before you, therefore travel in the earth . " 137
." and see what has been the end of the rejectors

Commentary: verse 137

.In former times, as today, every nation had always some traditions

Therefore, those nations had a destiny according to their own deeds and their own

.qualities

:The sample of some institutions, which the former people had, are as follows

.a- The acceptance of right and their rescue

.b- The existence of denial in them and their destruction

.c- The Divine trials upon them

.d- The Unseen helps

.e- The period of grace and respite for the transgressors

.f- The perseverance of godly persons and attaining to their goals

.g- The evil plots of the disbelievers and their nullification by the Lord

:Explanations

The history of the past is a torch over the way of the lives of the coming . 1
generations. (The history of human kind has a mental and cultural connection with

together. The yesterday changes have a reflection over the affairs of today, and, in
(. turn, those affairs of today are effective in the lives of future dynasties

Journeys with definite goal and visiting the effects of transgressors together with . 2
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contemplation can be the best class, the best teacher and the best trainee for human

.beings

There is no difference between you and other nations from this . 3
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(. point of view. (The factors of glory or destruction, in this regard, are all the same

As individuals have the state of development, splendour, and oldness in their own . 4
lives, societies and nations have the periods of development, splendour, weakness,

.and destruction, too

In studying the history, splendours are not so important, but the fate of those . 5
.people is important

****
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نَیقَِّتمُْلِّل هٌظَعِوْمَوَ  يدًهُوَ  سِاَّنلِّل  نٌایََب  اذَهَ   138

This is an explanation for mankind, and a guidance and an admonition for the . " 138
." pious ones

Commentary: verse 138

This feature which was illustrated for the pious ones, and the recommendation that

was given for journey and taking examples, was a statement for all human race, but,
.for the pious ones, it is a means of guidance and admonition

This is an explanation for mankind, and a guidance and an admonition for the pious " 
." ones

:Explanations

Though the Qur'ān is for all human kind, the persons who are pious and observe . 1
.their duty accept admonitions properly

The receptivity of persons in understanding and utilizing the verses of the Qur'ān is . 2
.effective

****
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نَوْلَعْلاَْا مُُتنأَوَ  ْاوُنزَحْتَ  لاَوَ  ْاوُنهِتَ  لاَوَ   139

نَیِنِمؤُّْم مُتنکُ  نءِإ 

Do not faint and do not grieve for you shall gain the upper hand, if you be . " 139
." believers

Commentary: verse 139

After the defeat in the Battle of 'Uhụd, which happened because of disobedience of

some fighters from the command of the office of the commander, the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.), the Muslim had become out of spirits. The verse was revealed to state

that they would not lose countenance for the failure in the Battle of 'Uhụd. They ought

to strengthen themselves through their Faith and ought to know that they would gain

.(: the upper hand. As the Qur'ān says, Allah tells Moses (a.s

surely you shall be the uppermost, " (1) but He tells people if they be believers and "... 
.be true in faith, they gain mastery

." Do not faint and do not grieve for you shall gain the upper hand, if you be believers " 

:Explanations

A local failure is not the sign of the final defeat, (regarding to the occasion of the . 1
(. revelation of the verse

If they did not lose the spirit of Faith and did not ignore the command of the . 2
Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), they would not be defeated, (regarding to the occasion

(. of the revelation of the verse

****
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هُُلْثِّم حٌرْقَ  مَوْقَْلا  َّسمَ  دْقَفَ  حٌرْقَ  مْکُسْسَمْیَ  نءِإ   140

سِاَّنلا نَْیَب  اهَُلوِادَُن  مُاَّیلاَْا  کَْلِتوَ 

ءَآدَهَشُ مْکُنِم  ذَخَِّتیَوَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  مَلَْعیَِلوَ 

نَیمِِلاَّظلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ لاَ 

,If a wound touches you . " 140

,because a wound similar to it has also touched the (disbelieving) people

;and such days We deal out in turn among mankind

and that Allah may recognize (by trial) those who have believed and take witnesses

;from among you

." and Allah does not love the unjust

Commentary: verse 140

This verse, in the form of consoling the Muslims, states a fact. The fact is that if they

had born some losses and damages for the sake of right and along the path of a

divine goal and a clear bright future, their enemies had also had some killed and

wounded figures. If they did not win the victory in the Battle of 'Uhụd that day, their

enemies had also been defeated in the Battle of Badr before that day. Therefore, it is
.necessary for them to be patient in the divine trials

:Explanations

You Muslims should not be less than the disbelievers from the point of patience and . 1
.perseverance

If a wound touches you, because a wound similar to it has also touched the " 
, ..." (disbelieving) people

.The sweet and bitter accidents are not durable . 2
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;..." and such days We deal out in turn among mankind "... 

The faithful people are recognized from those who only claim Faith in fightings and . 3
.in the ascents and descents of life
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 ..." and that Allah may recognize (by trial) those who have believed "... 

In the bitter experience of `Uhụd, the Lord took witnesses from your own that how . 4
.the disobedience from the commander ended to a bitter failure

;... " and take witnesses from among you "... 

.The temporary victory of the disbelievers is not the sign of the love of Allah to them . 5

." and Allah does not love the unjust "... 

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلا قَحَمْیَوَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  صَحِّمَُیِلوَ   141

." And that Allah may purge those who believe and wipe out the disbelievers . " 141

Commentary: verse 141

The Arabic word /tamhị̄s/̣ means to purify from any vice and defect, and the word

./mahq̣/ in Arabic means to decrease gradually

Maybe, in the defeat of 'Uhụd, Allah wished to show the weak points of Muslims to

them so that they would think of improving themselves and decide to recompense

.their shortcomings in order that they might be necesserily prepared for the later acts

Sometimes the instructive failures are more convinient than the victories that cause

.negligence

." And that Allah may purge those who believe and wipe out the disbelievers " 

****
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هَُّللا مِلَْعیَ  اَّمَلوَ  هََّنجَْلا  ْاوُلخُدْتَ  نأَ  مُْتْبسِحَ  مْأَ   142

نَیرِِباَّصلا مَلَْعیَوَ  مْکُنِم  ْاودُهَاجَ  نَیذَِّلا 

Or have you imagined that you will enter Paradise and that Allah does not yet . " 142
 ? " know those among you who strived nor He knows the patient ones

Commentary: verse 142

In this verse it refers to the holy struggle, patience and perseverance of the believers,
because the way to Heaven is through patience and Holy war. The Qur'ān, addressing

those who enter the Heaven, says: " Peace be on you for that you persevered in

patience! ... "(1) In this statement there is a narrow sense. It does not say: Peace be on

you for the performance of Hajj or fasting or paying alms, because accomplishment

.of any duty needs patience and perseverance

Or have you imagined that you will enter Paradise and that Allah does not yet know " 
 ? " those among you who strived nor He knows the patient ones

:Explanation

Bare Faith is not enough, effort and action is also necessary. Yes, Heaven is in the . 1
.pledge of good deeds

The key to Heaven is patience and Holy war. (Patience in sorrows and happinesses, . 2
(. in sins, in obedience, and, finally, in the greater warfare and the lesser warfare

Patience and perseverance in the Holy war is necessary, because the first onset of . 3
war, its continuation, and the sad effects that come forth after war, all in all, need

.patience and constancy

.Leave your vain imaginations and false expectations . 4

 ..." Or have you imagined " 

****
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تَوْمَْلا نَوَّْنمَتَ  مُْتنکُ  دْقََلوَ   143

نَورُظُنتَ مُْتنأَوَ  هُومُُتْیأَرَ  دْقَفَ  هُوْقَْلتَ  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم 

And really you were longing for death before you met it (the holy struggle); but . " 143
( ! " (now that) you have seen it, you look (at it

Commentary: verse 143

In the occasion of revelation of this verse, it has been said that after the Battle of Badr

when the Muslims won the war and some believers were slain, too, some of the

remaining persons wished that they had also been slain in the Battle of Badr in the

path of Allah. But, in the following year, when the Battle of 'Uhụd took place, they ran

.away from it. These people are criticized and scorned in this verse

:Explanation

Be not deceived by your wishes, and do not trust on any empty motto or on any one . 1
.who claims it

It is in practice and in the field of action that human beings are tried. In the . 2
supplication of the martyrs of Karbala, we recite: " We wish we had been with you and

." had been killed as you

 ? Have we ever thought that how much do we do practically in action

And really you were longing for death before you met it (the holy struggle); but (now " 
( ! " that) you have seen it, you look (at it

****
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Section 15, Perseverance and patience

Point

In suffering enjoined

To be steadfast in faith and to be steadfast in suffering

warning to the companions of the Apostle of Allah against

giving way in the events of trials and turning their backs upon

.their heels

تَاَّم نْیءِإفأَ  لُسُُّرلا  هِِلْبقَ  نِم  تْلَخَ  دْقَ  لٌوسُرَ  َّلاءِإ  دٌَّمحَُم  امَوَ   144

هِْیبَقِعَ یلَعَ  بِْلقَنیَ  نمَوَ  مْکُِباقَعْأَ  یلَعَ  مُْتْبلَقَنا  لَِتُق  وْأَ 

نَیرِکِ - َّشلا هَُّللا  يزِجْیَسَوَ  ائْیشَ  هََّللا  َّرضُیَ  نلَفَ 

And Muhammad is not but only a messenger before whom messengers have . " 144
already passed away. Therefore, if he dies or be killed, will you turn back (in creed)

 ? upon your heels

;And whoever turns back upon his heels will by no means do harm to Allah in the least

." and Allah will reward the grateful

Commentary: verse 144

In many commentary books from both schools of thought, it is cited that when in the

Battle of 'Uhụd a stone was thrown towards the teeth of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the

disbelievers and it bleeded, someone cried that Muhammad was killed. Some

believers also considered the slain of Mas ̣̀ ab by mistake as the slain of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). The gossip caused the disbelievers to be happy and encouraged, and a

group of the unsettled Muslims ran away. Some others thought to go to Abūsufyān,
the commander of the disbelievers, to get immunity. On the other hand, there were
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some Muslims there who shouted loudly: " Suppose Muhammad
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p.b.u.h.) does not exist, but the path of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and the Lord of)
 ! " Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) do exist. Then do not escape

:Explanations

The Islamic community should be so firmly formed that even the absence of the . 1
.leader does not harm it

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) also follows Allah's way of treatment and the natural . 2
.laws, and conditions such as death and life

 ..." And Muhammad is not but only a messenger " 

Did the followers of the former religions returned from their Faith when their . 3
 ? Prophets died

. ..." before whom messengers have already passed away "... 

Spreading gossips is one the weapons of the enemy, (regarding the occasion of . 4
(. revelation of the verse

 ? ..." Therefore, if he dies or be killed, will you turn back (in creed) upon your heels "... 

.Belief or disbelief of people has neither any gain nor any loss for Allah . 5

And whoever turns back upon his heels will by no means do harm to Allah in the " 
; ..." least

Persevering on the path of right is the best kind of the pratical gratitude, the reward . 6
.of which is with Allah

." and Allah will reward the grateful "... 

****
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هَِّللا نِذْءِإب  َّلاءِإ  تَومُتَ  نأَ  سٍْفنَِل  نَاکَ  امَوَ   145

لاًَّجؤَُّم اًباتَکِ 

اهَْنِم هِِتؤُْن  ایَْنُّدلا  بَاوََث  دْرُِی  نمَوَ 

اهَْنِم هِِتؤُْن  هِرَخِلاَْا  بَاوََث  دْرُِی  نمَوَ 

نَیرِکِاَّشلا يزِجْنَسَوَ 

;And it is not for any one to die but by Allah's leave at a term appointed . " 145

,and whoever desires the reward of this world

;We give him thereof

 ! and whoever desires the reward of the Hereafter, We give him thereof

." and Allah will reward the grateful

Commentary: verse 145

As it was said before, the vain gossip of the death of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in the

Battle of 'Uhụd disturbed a great number of Muslims so that some of them ran away

from the Battlefield. It was so terrible that a few of them even wanted to return from

:Islam, too. In this verse, again to warn and aware that group, it says

; ..." And it is not for any one to die but by Allah's leave at a term appointed " 

Thus, if the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) were slain in that battlefield, it would not be any

.thing but the devised performance of Allah's way of treatment

On the other side, escaping from the battlefield cannot prevent the coming of death

of a person, the same as the participation in the Holy war does not hasten in the death

.of anyone

At the end of the verse, it indicates that the effort and endeavour of no one will be
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wasted. Then, if the aim of a person is only the worldly material profits (and, like those

fighters of 'Uhụd, tries only for obtaining
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war spoils) the one will finally get a share of it and, however, such people will attain

.their aim

 ! ..." and whoever desire the reward of the Hereafter, We give him thereof "... 

Therefore, now that obtaining both the worldly merits and those of Hereafter need

effort, then why might a person not use the capital of his self along the second path,
 ? which is an excellent and constant way

:Another time again, it emphasizes that

." and Allah will reward the grateful "... 

****
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رٌیِثکَ نَوُّیِّبرِ  هُعَمَ  لَتَاقَ  یٍِّبَّن  ِم  نّ ِیأَکَوَ  نّ  146

ْاوُناکَتَسْا امَوَ  ْاوفُعُضَ  امَوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  مْهَُباصَأَ  آمَِل  ْاوُنهَوَ  امَفَ 

نَیرِِباَّصلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ 

And how many a prophet there has been with whom were many Godly men . " 146
;fought

,so they did not falter despite what afflicted them in the way of Allah

(." nor did they weaken, nor did they yield, and Allah loves the patient, (the steadfast

Commentary: verse 146

Former Strivers

Following the adventures of 'Uhụd, this verse refers to the bravery, faith and

.perseverance of the strivers and followers of the former prophets

It encourages the Muslims to bravery, self-sacrifice and constancy while it scorns

:those who escaped from the battle of 'Uhụd. It says

;And how many a prophet there has been with whom were many Godly men fought " 

so they did not falter despite what afflicted them in the way of Allah, nor did they

, ..." weaken, nor did they yield

.It is evident that Allah also loves such servants who do not abandon perseverance

(." and Allah loves the patient, (the steadfast "... 

****
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ْاوُلاقَ نأَ  َّلاءِإ  مْهَُلوْقَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ   147

اَنرْصُناوَ انَمَادَْقأَ  تِّْبَثوَ  اَنرِْمأَ  یِف  انَفَارَسْءِإو  انََبوُنذُ  انََل  رْفِغْا  انََّبرَ 

نَیرِِفاکَْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ 

!And their statement was nothing but that they said: ` Our Lord . " 147

forgive us our sins and our prodigality in our affair and make our feet firm and help us

 '." against the disbelieving folk

Commentary: verse 147

When facing with the enemy they entangled with difficulties as a result of some

mistakes, or shortcomings they had. So, instead of leaving the battlefield, or yielding

to the enemy, or arising the thought of apostasy or returning to infidelity in their mind,
:they turned to the glory of Allah and

!And their statement was nothing but that they said: ` Our Lord " 

forgive us our sins and our prodigality in our affair and make our feet firm and help us

 '." against the disbelieving folk

****
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هِرَخِلاَْا بِاوََث  نَسْحُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  بَاوََث  هَُّللا  مُهُاتَائفََ   148

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ 

So Allah gave them the reward of the world and the goodness of the reward of . " 148
;the Hereafter

." and Allah loves the doers of good

Commentary: verse 148

With that kind of thought and practice, they would get their reward from Allah soon.
Thus, Allah, too, gave them both the reward of this world, which was their victory and

.overcoming against the enemy, and the good reward of the Hereafter

So Allah gave them the reward of the world and the goodness of the reward of the " 
; ..." Hereafter

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān has counted them among the good doers,
:and says

." and Allah loves the doers of good "... 

****
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.Section 16,Delinquency and Dread with some Muslims in the Battle of 'Uḥud

Point

Dread and delinquency on the part some Muslims the causes of the misfortunes in the

.Battle of 'Uhud after the promised victory the delinquents murmuring

ْاورُفَکَ نَیذَِّلا  ْاوعُیطُِت  نءِإْاوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  149 يَ-

نَیرِسِ ْاوُبِلقَنتَفَ خَ- مْکُِب  - قَعْأَ یلَعَ  مْکُوُّدرُیَ 

,O' you who have Faith! if you obey those who disbelieve . " 149

,they will turn you back to your (faithless) ancestors

." so you will turn back losers

Commentary: verse 149

 ! The Repeated Warnings

After the end of the Battle of 'Uhụd, the enemies of Islam, in the form of advice and

sympathy, scattered the seed of discord among the Muslims, and made them

distrustful unto Islam. This verse warns the Muslims and awares them that they must

avoid following the enemies, because, after paving the honourable spiritual

development along the path of Islam, they may bring Muslims back to corruption and

.disbelief

O' you who have Faith! if you obey those who disbelieve, they will turn you back to " 
." your (faithless) ancestors, so you will turn back losers

What a damage is worse than this that a believer changes Islam with infidelity,
.prosperity with wickedness, and reality with falsehood

****
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نَیرِصِاَّنلا رُْیخَ  وَهُوَ  مْکُاَلوْمَ  هَُّللا  لَِب   150

." Nay! Allah is your Guardian and He is the best of the helpers . " 150

Commentary: verse 150

In this verse, the Qur'ān emphasizes that Allah is the helper Who will never be

defeated. No power can match His Power. But other helpers may be involved with

.failure and be destroyed

." Nay! Allah is your Guardian and He is the best of the helpers " 

****
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هَِّللاِب ْاوکُرَشْأَ  امَِب  بَعُّْرلا  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  بِوُلُق  یِف  یقِْلُنسَ   151

رُاَّنلا مُهُئوَأْمَوَ  اناًطَْلسُ  هِِب  لْزِّنَُی  مَْل  امَ 

نَیمِِلاَّظلا يوَْثمَ  سَْئِبوَ 

We shall cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve, for that they have . " 151
,associated with Allah for which He has sent down no authority

;and their abode is the Fire

! " and how bad is the abode of the unjust

Commentary: verse 151

In this verse, it points to the marvellous security of Muslims after the Battle of 'Uhụd.
:It says

. ..." We shall cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve " 

.That is, We do the same as you saw the example of it at the end of the Battle of 'Uhụd

In the second sentence of the verse, the reason of casting fear into the hearts of the

:disbelievers is stated such

for that they have associated with Allah for which He has sent down no "... 
,..." authority

Finally, at the end of the verse, it has pointed out to the end of these people. It

indicates that such people have done injustice to themselve and to their society; that

:is why

;and their abode is the Fire "... 

! " and how bad is the abode of the unjust

****
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هِِنذْءِإب مهَُنوُّسحُتَ  ذْءِإ  هُدَعْوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُقَدَصَ  دْقََلوَ   152

نَوُّبحُِت اَّم  مکُارَأَ  امَ  دِْعَب  ِم  نّ مُتْیصَعَوَ  رِْملاَْا  یِف  مُْتعْزَانَتَوَ  مُْتْلشِفَ  اذَءِإ  یَّتحَ 

هَرَخِلاَْا دُیرُِی  نَّم  مکُنِموَ  ایَْنُّدلا  دُیرُِی  نَّم  مکُنِم 

مْکُنعَ افَعَ  دْقََلوَ  مْکُیَِلتَْبیَِل  مْهُْنعَ  مْکُفَرَصَ  َّمُث 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا یلَعَ  لٍضْفَ  وذُ  هَُّللاوَ 

And indeed Allah fulfilled His promise to you (in the first stage) when, with His . " 152
leave, you slew them until when you became weak-hearted and disputed about the

.matter, and you disobeyed after that He showed you that which you loved

.Some of you desire the world and some of you desire the Hereafter

Then He turned you away from them (the disbelievers) so He might try you. And He

;has certainly forgiven you

." and Allah is gracious to the believers

Commentary: verse 152

A Failure after Triumph

In the explanation of the Battle of 'Uhụd, it was said that at the beginning of the war,
Muslims fought unitedly and with a special bravity so that they won the battle. But

disobedience of a group of the strivers, who left their intrenchments and went to

gather spoils of war, caused the circumstances to be changed and the troops of Islam

.bore a great failure

When Muslim strivers, who had suffered to give many slains and a heavy loss, were

returning to Medina, they were murmuring questions with each other as that: `Had

Allah not promised us the victory of the war ? Then, why we were defeated in this war

? '

So, in these verses, the Qur'ān, answering them, explains the factors of their failure.
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This verse indicates that the promise of Allah about their triumph was completely

right. Therefore, at the beginning of fight they
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.won the battle; and, by the command of Allah, they killed the enemies

The Qur'ān tells them that this promise went on until the time they had not left the

perseverance and following the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The failure began

.from the time weakness and disobedience came upon them

And indeed Allah fulfilled His promise to you (in the first stage) when, with His leave, " 
,you slew them until when you became weak-hearted and disputed about the matter

..."

That is, if you considered that the promise of victory had been without any condition,
you made a great mistake. All the promises of victory are conditioned to the

.obedience from the command of Allah

:Then, the Qur'ān says

. ..." and you disobeyed after that He showed you that which you loved "... 

:Then, it continues saying

. ..." Some of you desire the world and some of you desire the Hereafter "... 

Here, the circumstances have changed and Allah has altered your victory to failure in
.order to try you and punish you and train you

..." then He turned you away prom them (the disbelievers) so that He might try you "... 

,Then the Lord forgave you all these disobediences and sins of yours

while you deserved to be punished. This is because Allah does not withhold any

.bounty to the believers

." And He has certainly forgiven you; and Allah is gracious to the believers "... 

****
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مْکُارَخْأُ یِف  مْکُوعُدْیَ  لُوسَُّرلاوَ  دٍحَأَ  یلَعَ  نَووُْلتَ  لاَوَ  نَودُعِصُْت  ذْءِإ   153

لاَْیکَِّل مٍّغَِب  اَّمغَ  مْکَُب  - ثَأَفَ

مْکَُب - صَأَ آمَ  لاَوَ  مْکُتَافَ  امَ  یلَعَ  ْاوُنزَحْتَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ امَِب  رُیِبخَ  هَُّللاوَ 

Remember) when you were climbing (the hillside) and paid no heed to any one, . " ) 153
,while the Messenger was calling you from your rear

so He inflicted you with grief on grief that you might not be sorry for what escaped

;you and neither for what befell you

." and Allah is well aware of what you do

Commentary: verse 153

In this verse the Qur'ān reminds Muslims the ending scene of the Battle of 'Uhụd and

tells them to remember when they were scattered and they were running away

without paying any attention to their fellow strivers at their backs to see in what

.condition they were, though the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was calling them from their behind

Remember) when you were climbing (the hillside) and paid no heed to any one, while ")
, ..." the Messenger was calling you from your rear

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was calling them, saying: " O' servants of Allah! return to me!
." return to me! I am the Messenger of Allah

:It tells them that at that time neither of them attended to his words

...." so He inflicted you with grief on grief "... 

The invasion of grief and sorrow to them was for that they would not be sorry any

more for losing the spoils of war, and that they would not be worried about the

wounds they suffered in the battlefield in the path of victory; and surely Allah knows

.what they do
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that you might not be sorry for what escaped you and neither for what befell you; "... 
." and Allah is well aware of what you do

****
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مْکُنِّم هًفَئاطَ  یشَْغیَ  اسًاعَُّن  هًنَمَأَ  مِّغَْلا  دِْعَب  ِم  نّ مکُْیلَعَ  لَزَنأَ  َّمُث   154

قِّحَْلا رَْیغَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُّنظُیَ  مْهُسُفُنأَ  مْهُْتَّمهَأَ  دْقَ  هٌفَئاطَوَ 

ْ ءٍ یْش نِم  رِْملاَْا  نَِم  انََّل  لهَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  َّنظَ 

کََل نَودُْبُی  اَّم لاَ  مهِسِفُنأَ  یِف  نَوفُخُْی  هَِّلِل  هَُّلکُ  رَْملاَْا  َّنءِإ  لُْق 

انَهُهَ انَْلِتُق  اَّم  ْ ءٌ  یْش رِْملاا  نَِم  انََل  نَاکَ  وَْل  نَوُلوقُیَ 

مْهِعِجِاضَمَ یَلءِإ  لُْتقَْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  نَیذَِّلا  زَرَبََل  مْکُِتوُیُب  یِف  مُْتنکُ  وَّْل  لُق 

مْکُِبوُلُق یِف  امَ  صَحِّمَُیِلوَ  مْکُرِودُصُ  یِف  امَ  هَُّللا  یَِلتَْبیَِلوَ 

رِودُُّصلا تِاذَِب  مُیِلعَ  هَُّللاوَ 

Then, after that grief, He sent down security upon you (in the form of) slumber . " 154
coming upon a group of you, while another group have cared only for their own

.selves, thinking about Allah unjustly, the thought of ignorance

They say: ` Is there anything for us in the authority ? ' Say: ` Verily the authority

belongs to Allah entirely '. They hide within themselves what they show not to you,
saying: ` Had we had a part in the authority, we would not have been slain here '. Say:
` Even if you were in your own homes, those for whom slaughter was ordained would

certainly have gone forth to their deathbeds; and that Allah might try what was in

;your breasts and that He might purge what was in your hearts

." and Allah is aware of what is in the breasts

Commentary: verse 154

The night following the Battle of 'Uhụd was a dreadful night, full of anxiety and fear.
The Muslims anticipated that the victorious soldiers of Quraysh would return to

Medina again. At this time the true strivers and the repentants who had regreted from

their escape in 'Uhụd, trusted to the Grace of Allah and were assured of the promises

of the Prophet
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p.b.u.h.). The verse under discussion explains the event of that night. It denotes that)
after those heavy grieves and sorrows of the day of 'Uhụd, He sent down peace and

:security on them. It says

, ..." Then, after that grief, He sent down security upon you " 

This peace was the very light sleep that fell on a group of them, but there were some

others who thought of their own selves and cared nothing except their own rescue.
:That was why they lost the security given to them totally. It says

in the form of) slumber coming upon a group of you; while another group have "... )
, ..." cared only for their own selves

Then it pays to the explanation of the talks and thoughts of hypocrites and those

.whose faith was not so firm and who sat up that night

They imagined something wrong about Allah, similar to the thoughts of the Age of

Ignorance which existed before Islam. They had in their minds that the Prophet's

.promises were probably lies

, ..." Thinking about Allah unjustly, the thought of ignorance "... 

They said to each other among themselves whether it was possible, with that horrible

:circumstance they saw, that they overcame. It says

 ? '..." They say: ` Is there anything for us in the authority "... 

That is, it is quitely impossible. But the Qur'ān, in answer to them, says: Yes, triumph is
.in the hand of Allah and if He wills, and finds you eligible for it, He will grant it to you

.'..." Say: ` Verily the authority belongs to Allah entirely "... 

The verse indicates that they conceal some affairs in their hearts and they do not

.make them manifest for you

,..." They hide within themselves what they show not to you "... 
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It seemed they thought the failure in `Uhụd was the sign that the religion of Islam

was not right. Therefore, they said if they had been right and had a share of triumph,
:they would not have given so many slains in that battle. It says

.' " saying: ` Had we had a part in the authority, we would not have been slain here "... 

:In answer to them, Allah points to two subjects. It says

Say: ` Even if you were in your own homes, those for whom slaughter was "... 
;..." ordained would certainly have gone forth to their deathbeds
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Another subject is that these events should come forth in order that the Lord try what

.they had in their hearts and that the rows be recognized

Moreover, in this course, individuals might be gradually trained, and their intentions

.be purified, their faith be firmed, and their hearts be purged from evils

and that Allah might try what was in your breasts and that He might purge what "... 
; ..." was in your hearts

:At the end of the verse, it says

." and Allah is aware of what is in the breasts "... 

And it is for the very reason that Allah does not reckon only the deeds of people, but

He wants to try their hearts, too, and purify them from dirt of polytheism, hypocrisy,
.and doubt

****
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نِاعَمْجَْلا یقَتَْلا  مَوْیَ  مْکُنِم  ْاوَّْلوَتَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   155

مْهُْنعَ هَُّللا  افَعَ  دْقََلوَ  ْاوُبسَکَ  امَ  ضِْعبَِب  نُاطَْیَّشلا  مُهَُّلزَتَسْا  امََّنءِإ 

مٌیِلحَ رٌوفُغَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

Verily those of you who turned back on the day (of `Uhud) when both troops . " 155
;met, only Satan made them slip because of something they earned

." and certainly Allah has pardoned them; Surely Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing

Commentary: verse 155

This verse is about the escape of the Muslims from the Battle of 'Uhụd. As most

commentary books denote, in the Battle of 'Uhụd all strivers flew except thirteen

ones. Five people of them were from Emigrants (muhājirīn) and eight people from

Helpers /'ansạ̄r/. The opinions are devided as for the names of these thirteen people

.(. that who they were, except Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s

However, in the Battle of 'Uhụd, the Muslims were divided into four groups: 1. Martyrs;

.2. The Patients; 3. The Fugitives, who were forgiven; 4.The hypocrites

:Explanations

.Sin clears the field for the temptations of Satan . 1

; ..." only Satan made them slip because of something they earned "... 

One of the reasons of escaping from fight is sin. Sin tears the curtain of piety and . 2
.weakens the spirit of man and, then, paves the way for the influence of Satan

Deeds effect on spiritualities. As a result of sins, some persons become coward and . 3
.ran away

Strivers should set themselves in the course of repentance, seeking forgiveness . 4
.and self-improvement
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Section 17, The faithful Hypocrites in the Battle of Uhud

Point

نَیذَِّلاکَ ْاوُنوکُتَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ لاَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَیَ   156

يزغُ ْاوُناکَ  وْأَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  ْاوُبرَضَ  اذَءِإ  مْهِِن  وَخْءِلاِ  ْاوُلاقَوَ  ْاورُفَکَ 

ْاوُلِتُق امَوَ  ْاوُتامَ  امَ  اَندَنعِ  ْاوُناکَ  وَّْل 

تُیمُِیوَ ییحُْی  هَُّللاوَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یِف  هًرَسْحَ  کَِل  هَُّللا ذَ  لَعَجْیَِل 

رٌیصَِب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هَُّللاوَ 

O' you who have Faith! be not like those who disbelieved and said of their . " 156
:brethren when they traveled in the earth or engaged in fighting

Had they been with us they would not have died and they would not have been killed ` 
'; so that Allah may make this a regret in their

." hearts. And, Allah gives life and causes to die; and Allah sees what you do

Commentary: verse 156

We ought to stand firm against discouraging propagations and inspirations, and

gossips should not be retold. We must know that death and life are from the

determinations of Allah and are not concerned to fight and journey. So, the enemy

.cast the evil propagation in the form of sympathy and regret

O' you who have Faith! be not like those who disbelieved and said of their brethren " 
:when they traveled in the earth or engaged in fighting

Had they been with us they would not have died and they would not have been killed ` 
'; so that Allah may make this a regret in their hearts. And, Allah gives life and causes

; ..." to die

Thus, Allah is the Clearsighted and the Cognizant. So, be careful of your conditions,
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.thoughts, and deeds

. " and Allah sees what you do "... 
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هَِّللا ِم  نَّ هٌرَفِْغمََل  مُّْتُموْأَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  مُْتْلِتُق  نئَلوَ   157

نَوعُمَجْیَ ِم  اَّمّ رٌْیخَ  هٌمَحْرَوَ 

And if you be killed in the way of Allah or you die, surely forgiveness and mercy . " 157
." from Allah are far better than all that they amass

Commentary: verse 157

In divine world-view and heavenly theology, the death in the way of Allah

.(martyrdom) is better than the whole world and its belongings to be compiled

Mercy and forgiveness have an eternal result, but wealth and property have some

temporal effects. What is important is that the affairs be in the way of Allah, whether

.martyrdom or death

And if you be killed in the way of Allah or you die, surely forgiveness and mercy from " 
." Allah are far better than all that they amass

****
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نَورُشَحُْت هَِّللا  یَلءِلاَ  مُْتْلِتُق  وْأَ  مُّْتُّم  نئَلوَ   158

." And if you die or be killed, certainly to Allah shall you be gathered together . " 158

Commentary: verse 158

There is no more than one way and it is going towards Allah. Then, why do we not

 ? accept the best kind of passing away contently when we move to that direction

." And if you die or be killed, certainly to Allah shall you be gathered together " 

And, if death and martyrdom is returning to Allah, then why is there anxiety in our

 ? mind

Imam Hussayn (a.s.) has said: " If bodies are prepared for death, then the death of a
(man in the way of Allah with sword is the best death." (1

****
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اظفَ تَنکُ  وَْلوَ  مْهَُل  تَنِل  هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ هٍمَحْرَ  امَِبفَ   159

مْهَُل رْفِْغتَسْاوَ  مْهُْنعَ  فُعْافَ  کَِلوْحَ  نِْم  ْاوُّضفَنلاَ  بِْلقَْلا  ظَیِلغَ 

هَِّللا یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَفَ  تَْمزَعَ  اذَءِإف  رِْملاَْا  یِف  مْهُرْوِاشَوَ 

نَیِلکِّوَتَمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

Thus, it is due to the mercy from Allah that you have been lenient with them, and . " 159
had you been rough, hard hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around

you. Therefore, pardon them and seek forgiveness for them; and consult with them in
.the affair

So, when you have decided, then trust in Allah; (for) verily Allah loves those who trust

(." (in Him

Commentary: verse 159

The content of the verse works as some general instructions, but the revelation of the

verse is about the Battle of 'Uhụd. The Muslims who had ran away in the Battle of

`Uhụd, and were defeated, were burning in the fire of regret, remorse and sorrow.
They gathered around the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and apologized. Then, the Lord issued the

.command of their general pardon by this verse

:Explanations

Lenience is a gift from Allah. Thus, those who have not lenience are deprived from . 1
.this bounty

, ..." Thus, it is due to the mercy from Allah that you have been lenient with them " 

.The hard-hearted and strict people cannot have etiquette with people . 2

and had you been rough, hard hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from "... 
. ..." around you

A fruitful and proper leadership and administrationship is always . 3
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.accompanied with attraction and affection

.Attract those defeated in war and modest sinners . 4

Therefore, pardon them and seek forgiveness for them; and consult with them in "... 
...." the affair

Inside consultation, there lie: sympathy, development of talents, recognition of . 5
friends from enemies, selecting the best attitude, creation of kindness and love, and a

.practical lesson for others

You may pardon them for the injustice they treated to you, and for the sin they . 6
committed with respect to Allah, seek forgiveness from Allah for them and keep them

.in the scene by consulting with them in the political, social affairs

.Beside contemplation and consultation, do not forget to trust in Allah . 7

; ..." so, when you have decided, then trust in Allah "... 

Consultation and reliance in Allah are beloved with Him, whether we attain the aim . 8
.or not

(. " for) verily Allah loves those who trust (in Him "... )

:In administrationship once lenience is needed, like this verse . 9

pardon them...", while in another occasion intensity and severity is necessary: "... "... 
(and be hard against them ..."(1

****
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مْکَُل بَِلاغَ  لاَفَ  هَُّللا  مُکُرْصُنیَ  نءِإ   160

هِدِْعَب ِم  نّ مکُرُصُنیَ  يذَِّلا  اذَ  نمَفَ  مْکُْلذُخْیَ  نءِإو 

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَوَ 

If Allah helps you, none can overcome you. But, if He forsakes you, who is there . " 160
." then that can help you after that ? And on Allah should the believers rely

Commentary: verse 160

.In the previous verse, trust and reliance in Allah was recommended

In this verse the reason of that reliance is expressed, saying that both honour and

.abasement are with Allah

:It is narrated in a tradition that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) asked Gabriel

 ? " What is trust in Allah " 

Gabriel answered: " It is so that you know people do not give you profit nor loss,
neither they grant nor restrain; and that you be despair of all human kind. Then, when

a servant becomes like this, he will not act for any one except Allah; he will not be

hopeful of or afraid of anyone but Allah; he will not become desirous in anyone save

 /." Allah. And, this is the reality of trust, /tawakkul

:Explanations

Both overcoming against the enemy, or being defeated from the enemy, are in the . 1
.Will of Allah

Natural victories are usually influenced by other factors, but the divine helps and . 2
.victories are not like that

If Allah helps you, none can overcome you. But, if He forsakes you, who is there then " 
." that can help you after that ? And on Allah should the believers rely

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1769 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 303

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1770 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هِمَ - یَقِْلا مَوْیَ  َّلغَ  امَِب  تِأْیَ  لُْلْغیَ  نمَوَ  َّلغُیَ  نأَ  یٍِّبنَِل  نَاکَ  امَوَ   161

نَومَُل - ظُْی مْهُوَ لاَ  تْبَسَکَ  اَّم  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  یَّفوَُت  َّمُث 

And it is not for any prophet to defraud and whoever defrauds shall bring along . " 161
.what he has defrauded on the Day of Resurrection

Then everyone will be repaid for whatever he has earned, and they will not be dealt

." with unjustly

Commentary: verse 161

This verse, may be as an answer that refers to those who, for the sake of gathering

spoils of war, left the protective zone in 'Uhụd. Imagining that they would not be

deprived from their booty shares, they ignored the warnings of their commander who

said that their share was preserved and it would not be far from the view of the

.(. Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

:Explanations

Prophets have always been trustworthy. The one, who wants to train some . 1
.trustworthy persons, must not himself be treacherous

Unfortunately, today, there are many treacherous figures among the non-heavenly)
(. leaders

Not all the companions had enough Faith. Some of them were so that who might . 2
.(. prove treacherous actions unto the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

.None is safe from the suspicion of people . 3

Taking the property of others today (in this world) and returning them on that Day . 4
(in the Hereafter) is a kind of punishment. And, what a grievous state is that, that a

person be brought with the wealth he had proved treacherous in before Prophets,
.martyrs and all human beings on the Day of Judgment
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 ..." and whoever defrauds shall bring along what he has defrauded "... 

Fraud; deceit, usurpation and treacher are from among the instances of /qall/
'. `defraud

p: 304

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1772 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


At the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it happened that the man who was in charge of

collecting alms came to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and said: " This quantity of

,wealth I have collected is alms and belongs to you

and this separate quantity is the gifts of people to myself. Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
went up the pulpit and asked the audience: `If this person remained at home, would

any one give him a gift ? By Allah he will be raised in Hereafter with these unlawful

.' properties

.Remembrance of Hereafter restrains a person from treachery . 5

, ..." then everyone will be repaid for whatever he has earned "... 

Allah is just. (He both gives the reward completely and never goes to extremes, . 6
(. even for a dot

." and they will not be dealt with unjustly "... 

.Defend the rights of pure servants and the saints of Allah . 7

 ..." And it is not for any prophet to defraud " 

The weakness of faith, from one side, and the love of the world, from another side, . 8
.set men to suspect against the prophets

Hereafter is a scene where the righteous will bring their good deeds, and the . 9
:treacherous ones will bring their own treacheries

and whoever defrauds shall bring along what he has defrauded on the Day of "... 
...." Resurrection

.The rank of prophethood never fits with treachery . 10

****
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هَِّللا  َ نَِم طٍخَسَِب  ءَاَب  نمَکَ  هَِّللا  نَاوَضْرِ  عَبََّتا  نِمَفَأَ   162

رُیصِمَْلا سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  هُئوَأْمَوَ 

Is one who follows the pleasure of Allah like him who incurs wrath from Allah, . " 162
 ? and whose abode will be Hell

.! " And an evil destination it is

Commentary: verse 162

Upon the occasion of revelation of this verse, it is cited in commentary books from

both great sects of Islam that: When the Messenger of Allah issued the command of

setting to 'Uhụd, the hypocrites stayed in Medina under the pretext that they were not

sure of the occurrence of fight and conflict. At the same time some Muslims whose

faith was weak followed them and did not attend at the battle. This verse illustrates

the feature of this group. In a few former verses (verse 155) it said that Allah has

pardoned those who ran away from the battle and after that they regreted. But,
regarding to the occasion of revelation of the verse, He does not forgive the wealthy

.ones and the hypocrites who seek excuses

:Explanations

In an Islamic society, strivers and those who sit still at home should not be treated . 1
(. the same, (regarding to the occasion of revelation

.The aim of the true strivers is gaining the good pleasure of Allah . 2

..." Is one who follows the pleasure of Allah " 

.Returning face from battle-field is returning to the Wrath of Allah . 3

,..." like him who incurs wrath from Allah "... 

 ? ..." and whose abode will be Hell "... 

." And, it is an evil destination "... 

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1774 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


****
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نَو - لُمَْعیَ -ا  مَِب رٌیصَِب  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  -تٌ  جَرَدَ مْهُ   163

." They are of (varying) ranks with Allah; and Allah sees what they do . " 163

Commentary: verse 163

Some verses of the Qur'ān indicate that there are different degrees for the people.
For example, Sura Al-Anfāl, No. 8, verse 4 says: "... they shall have from their Lord

exalted grades..." Or, Sura Tạ̄hā, No 20, verse 75 says: "... these it is who shall have the

." high ranks

In this verse the persons themselves are rendered into `ranks'. It is similar to the

meaning that a human being should act according to the scale, but later he himself

becomes a scale. Or, another example is that: at first man is ` praiser of Allah ', /ðākir/,
but later he himself becomes `reminder', /ðikr/, in a way that his remembrance

causes hearts to be in peace. At first, he turns around the axis, but, later, he himself

.becomes the axis of the Truth

;They are of (varying) ranks with Allah " 

." and Allah sees what they do

****
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مْهِسِفُنأَ ِم  نّْ لاًوسُرَ  مْهِیِف  ثَعََب  ذْءِإ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  َّنمَ  دْقََل   164

هَمَکْحِْلاوَ بَتَکِْلا  ِلعَُیوَ  مُهُمُّ مْهِیکِّزَُیوَ  هِِتیَاءَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  ْاوُلْتیَ 

نٍیِبُّم لٍلَضَ  یفَِل  لُْبقَ  نِم  ْاوُناکَ  نءِإو 

Indeed Allah conferred a favour upon the believers when He raised up among . " 164
them a messenger of their own selves to recite His verses unto them and purify them

;and to teach them the Book and the Wisdom

." although earlier they had surely been in manifest error

Commentary: verse 164

The Arabic term /minnah/ is derived from the root /manna/ with the sense of a stone

by which things may be weighed. Thus, every weighty and valuable bounty is called

/minnah/. But showing some slight bounties as some heavy and magnificant ones, is
disagreeable. Therefore, donating a great bounty is good, but representing an

.ordinary bounty in a great shape is reprobated

:Explanations

The appointment of Prophets to prophecy is the greatest heavenly gift and the . 1
.greatest bounty of Allah

..." Indeed Allah conferred a favour " 

.Prophets were chosen from among people themselves . 2

..." when He raised up among them a messenger from among themselves "... 

(See also the following complementary explanation, No. 1)

Purification is prior to teaching. (Purification and instruction have been at the top of . 3
(. the training programs of prophets

The mission of prophets envelops all human kind, yet only the believers are . 4
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.gratitude unto this bounty and enjoy of the light of guidance

 ..." Indeed Allah conferred a favour upon the believers " 

Self-improvement and rectitude should be performed under the light of the . 5
.prophets' school of thought and the verses of Allah
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 ..." to recite His verses unto them and to purify them "... 

The austerities and monasticisms whose origin is not verses of Allah and whose

.teachers are not divine prophets, themselves are deviation

In order to recognize the bounty of appointment of prophets better, we should refer . 6
.to the history concerning before their times

." althoug before this they had surely been in manifest error "... 

.In corruptive dark and very gloomy environments it is possible to work, too . 7

In the manner of prophets, spiritual training and teaching both are accompanied . 8
.with wisdom

;..." and to purify them and to teach them the Book and the Wisdom "... 

:Complementary Explanations

The appointment of prophets from among people has some favours in itself: a) . 1
People know the background of such a prophet and trust in him. b) People are

Pioneers in excecuting the commands of Allah. c) Prophets are acquainted with the

pains of people and they sympathetically have a share in their joys and sorrows. d)
.Prophets are always available for people

:There is a popular proverb in the Arabic Language which says . 2

.Things are known by their opposites

As it is understood from the statements of Hadrat Ali (a.s.) in Nahjul-Balāqah, in the

(Age of Ignorance, People had neither a sound culture nor a good hygiene.(1

When Hadrat Ja`far Tạyyār, Hadrat Ali's brother, was in Abyssinia, he illustrated the

: " situation of the Age of Ignorance for Najāshī as such

We were worshipping idols (but now we are worshippers of Allah). At that time, we

consumed corpses; we were of corruptives; we used to break off connections with
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our kindred, we had ill treatments with our neighbours, the strong members of us

. " often devoured the rights of the weak

****
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اهَْیلَْثِّم مُتْبصَأَ  دْقَ  هٌبَیصُِّم  مکُْتَباصَأَ  اَّمَل  وَأَ   165

مْکُسِفُنأَ دِنعِ  نِْم  وَهُ  لُْق  اذَهَ  یَّنأَ  مُْتْلُق 

رٌیدِقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلَعَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

Yet, when a disaster befalls you while you have certainly afflicted (the fow) with . " 165
 ? ' twice as much, you say: ` Whence is this

 ." Say: ` It is from your own selves.' Surely Allah is All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 165

When seventy persons from Muslim troop were killed in the Battle of 'Uhụd and

Muslims were defeated, they asked each other why they were defeated. The Lord

tells them they had afflicted the enemy with twice as many in the Battle of Badr the

previous year. They killed seventy people of them and captured seventy men from

them, too. Besides that, the failure of that year was for their own disunity and

.inactivity, and that they did not obey their commander

:Explanations

When judging, consider both the bitter and sweet aspects. (Do not think of the . 1
(. failure of `Uhụd alone and forget the triumph of Badr

Yet, when a disaster befalls you while you have certainly afflicted (the fow) with " 
,..." twice as much

In searching for the factors of failure, begin with the innate, spiritual and mental . 2
.factors; and then go to follow other factors

.'..." you say: ` Whence is this ?' Say: `It is from your own selves "... 

Allah is powerful over all things, but we must obtain the necessary conditions and . 3
.eligibilities of enjoying it

'." Surely Allah is All-Powerful over all things "... 
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Do not imagine that to be only Muslim is enough for winning the battle and, . 4
consequently, in every failure use the question of `why' and how, " Whence is this ? ",
but beside Faith, it is necessary that the military rules, and divine way be paid

.attention to
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هَِّللا نِذْءِإبفَ  نِاعَمْجَْلا  یقَتَْلا  مَوْیَ  مْکَُباصَأَ  امَوَ   166

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا مَلَْعیَِلوَ 

And what befell you on the day when both troops met was by Allah's leave and . " 166
." that He might distinguish the believers

Commentary: verse 166

Allah has set a cause or causes for any effect, then either failure or victory has some

secrets. Your failure in the Battle of 'Uhụd related to the law of causation. It was you

who relaxed your efforts in the battle and did not come into agreement with other

strivers, and were greedy to gather the spoils of war. This is Allah's way of treatment

.and the Divine Law is found in all fights

..." And what befell you on the day when both troops met was by Allah's leave " 

:Explanations

Failures and triumphs take place under the Will of Allah, and His leave is the same . 1
.as Allah's way of treatment

 ..." by Allah's leave "... 

.Bitter and sweet happenings are the site of trial and recognition of human beings . 2

." and that He might distinguish the believers "... 

****
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ْاوَْلاعَتَ مْهَُل  لَیِقوَ  ْاوقُفَاَن  نَیذَِّلا  مَلَْعیَِلوَ   167

مْکُنَْعبََّتَّلا لاًاتَِق  مُلَْعَن  وَْل  ْاوُلاقَ  ْاوعُفَدْا  وِأَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  ْاوُلِتقَ 

نِمَیءِلاِْل مْهُْنِم  بُرَْقأَ  ذٍئمَوْیَ  رِْفکُْلِل  مْهُ 

مْهِِبوُلُق یِف  سَْیَل  اَّم  مهِهِ  وَْفأَِب  نَوُلوقُیَ 

نَومُُتکْیَ امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  هَُّللاوَ 

;And that He might distinguish those who treated hypocritically . " 167

and it was said to them; ` Come! Fight in the way of Allah, or (at least) defend

yourselves '. They said: ` If we knew fighting, we would certainly have followed you '.
That time they were much nearer to the infidelity than to Faith. They utter with their

." mouths what is not in their hearts, and Allah knows best what they conceal

Commentary: verse 167

:In this holy verse, another fact is referred to. It says

; ..." And that He might distinguish those who treated hypocritically " 

Then the Qur'ān points to the debates that some Muslims and hypocrites had before

the battle as such that: One of the Muslims (by the name of `Abdillah-ibn-`Amr-ibn-
Hazzām, as Ibn-`Abbās has reported), observing that `Abdullah-ibn-`Abī Salūl and

his friends separated from the troop of Islam and decided to return to Medina, told

:them

and it was said to them: `Come! Fight in the way of Allah; or (at least) defend "... 
.'..." yourselves

:But they brought forth a vain excuse and said

 '." they said: ` If we knew fighting, we would certainly have followed you "... 

It was not more than a pretext. Both the occurrene of war was certain, and Muslims
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were winning the war at the beginning. If a failure came upon them, it was because of

.their own faults and offences. Allah says that they told a lie

...." that time they were much nearer to the infidelity than to Faith "... 
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It is understood from the above statement that infidelity and Faith have some

.degrees which depend on the notion and the way of treatment of the individual

. ..." they utter with their mouths what is not in their hearts "... 

They refrained from going to the battle-field as a result of their obstinacy upon their

suggestion that they would fight in Medina, and because of fear from the hard blows

:of the enemy, or for the lack of love in Islam. But

." and Allah knows best what they conceal "... 

It is in such a case that He both manifests their evil feature for Muslims in this world,
.and will reckon their account in the Hereafter

****
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مْهِِن وَخْءِلاِ  ْاوُلاقَ  نَیذَِّلا   168

تَوْمَْلا مُکُسِفُنأَ  نْعَ  ْاوءُرَدْافَ  لُْق  ْاوُلِتُق  امَ  اَنوعُاطَأَ  وَْل  ْاودُعَقَوَ 

نَیِقدِصَ مُْتنکُ  نءِإ 

(: those who said about their brethren while themselves sat (at home . " 168

:Had they obeyed us, they would not have been killed '. Say ` 

." Avert death from yourselves then, if you are truthful ` 

Commentary: verse 168

Besides that the hypocrites themselves refrained from going to the Battle of 'Uhụd,
when the strivers were returning back from fight, they reproached them. The Qur'ān

:answers their groundless speech in this verse. It says

(: those who said about their brethren while themselves sat (at home " 

:Had they obeyed us, they would not have been killed '. Say ` 

." Avert death from yourselves then, if you are truthful ` 

****
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هَِّللا لِیِبسَ  یِف  ْاوُلِتُق  نَیذَِّلا  َّنبَسَحْتَ  لاَوَ   169

نَوُقزَرُْی مْهِِّبرَ  دَنعِ  ءٌآیَحْأَ  لَْب  اتاوَْمأَ 

.Do not think of those who were killed in the way of Allah to be dead . " 169

." Nay, they are alive, being provided sustenance with their Lord

Commentary: verse 169

 ! The Alive in Eternal

This verse and two verses next to it were revealed after the incident of 'Uhụd. But its

meaning and its content is general, so that it involves all the martyrs of 'Uhụd. The

number of the martyrs there was fourteen the high rank of whom, as well as all

:martyrs, is referred to in this verse. It says

. ..." Do not think of those who were killed in the way of Allah to be dead " 

Here, the addressee is only the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in order that others reckon their

.account

." Nay, they are alive, being provided sustenance with their Lord "... 

The purpose of life here is the very purgatorial life which souls have in the world after

death. This does not belong to only the martyrs. But, in view of the fact that martyrs

are so involved the merits of the spiritual life that as if the life of other people in the

.intermediate state is rather slight in comparison with it, so only they are named

****

p: 315

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1788 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هِِلضْفَ نِم  هَُّللا  مُهاُتَاءَ  امَِب  نَیحِرِفَ   170

مْهِفِْلخَ ِم  نّْ مهِِب  ْاوقُحَْلیَ  مَْل  نَیذَِّلاِب  نَورُشِْبتَسْیَوَ 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  لاَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  َّلاأَ 

,They are happy with what Allah has given them out of His Grace . " 170

.and rejoicing for those who have not yet joined them from behind them

." No fear shall be upon them nor shall they grieve

Commentary: verse 170

A part of the advantages and abundant bounties of the purgatory life of martyrs are

:pointed out in this verse. It says

, ..." They are happy with what Allah has given them out of His Grace " 

Their second happiness is for their brothers who are strivers, but they have not joined

them yet. The strivers, the future martyrs, are also happy because they see the high

rank of martyrs in the next world and know that there will be no fear nor any grief

 : upon them on the Resurrection Day, and for its terrible happenings as well. It says

.and rejoicing for those who have not yet joined them from behind them "... 

." No fear shall be upon them nor shall they grieve

****
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نَورُشِْبتَسْیَ  171

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِی  هََّللا لاَ  َّنأَوَ  لٍضْفَوَ  هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ هٍمَْعِنِب 

They rejoice because of favour from Allah and (His) grace, and that Allah does . " 171
." not waste the reward of the believers

Commentary: verse 171

This verse, in fact, is as an emphasis and as a more explanation upon the glad tidings

that martyrs receive after their slain. They will be happy because of two matters. The

first is for that they receive the bounties of Allah, not only His bounties but His Grace,
:too, (which is the increase and repetition of His merits). It says

, ..." They rejoice because of favour from Allah and (His) grace " 

Another matter is that they see that Allah does not waste the reward of the believers,
neither the reward of the martyrs nor the reward of these true believing strivers who

:have not obtained the rank of martyrdom yet. It says

." and that Allah does not waste the reward of the believers "...

****
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Section 18, Uhud a loss to the Enemy

Point

.The misfortune of the Muslims at Uhụd was no gain to the Enemy . 1

.The disbelievers disabled to inflict any loss on the Muslims . 2

.The Faithful were known from the Hypocrites . 3

حُرْقَْلا مُهَُباصَأَ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِم  لِوسَُّرلاوَ  هَِّلِل  ْاوُباجَتَسْا  نَیذَِّلا   172

مٌیظِعَ رٌجْأَ  ْاوْقََّتاوَ  مْهُْنِم  ْاوُنسَحْأَ  نَیذَِّلِل 

Those who did respond to the call of Allah and the Messenger (even) after some . " 172
wound had afflicted them; for those among them who did good and acted piously

." there will be a great reward

Commentary: verse 172

The Battle of Hamrā'-ul-Asad

As it was mentioned before, at the end of the Battle of 'Uhụd the victorious army of

'Abū-Sufyān, after winning the Battle, immediately started to go toward Mecca. When

they reached the region of Ruhạ̄', they seriously regreted from their action. They

decided to return to Medina and destroy the rest of Muslims totally. Then, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) was informed of the matter. So, he ordered the army of 'Uhụd to be

prepared for participating in another fight. This news met the army of the Quraysh

 ! when they wondered and were frightened

At this time, another subject weakened their courage more than before. One of the

pagans by the name of Ma'bad-ul-Khazā'ī, who saw the situation of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and his followers and was shaken by it, told him (p.b.u.h.) that observing their

situation was very unpleasant and intolerable for them (the pgans). He said those

.words and went away
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When he reached the army of 'Abū-Sufyān in Ruhā', 'Abū-Sufyān asked him about the

:Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). In answer to him, Ma'bad said
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." I saw Muhammad with a large army who were pursuing you " 

Abū-Sufyān and his followers decided to retreat, but they asked a group from the'

tribe of 'Abdul-Qays, who were passing by there, to inform the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) that 'Abū-Sufyān and the idolators of the Quraysh, with a large army, were

going towards Medina in order to annihilate the rest of the companions of the

.(. Perophet (p.b.u.h

:When this message reached the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Muslims, they said

(Allah is sufficient for us and how excellent is such a Protector ! "(1 " 

They waited and waited there, but no sign appeared from the enemy's army. Then,
after three days remaining there, they returned to Medina. This verse, and two verses

next to it, point to this incident. It indicates that those who accepted the invitation of

Allah and the Messenger (p.b.u.h.), and after having some wounds afflicted on the day

.of 'Uhụd, they became ready to take part in another fight against the enemy

From among them, those who did good and were pious, viz. those who took part in

:the war with pure intention and complete sincerity, will have a great reward. It says

Those who did respond to the call of Allah and the Messenger (even) after some " 
wound had afflicted them; for those among them who did good and acted piously

." there will be a great reward

****
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مْکَُل ْاوعُمَجَ  دْقَ  سَاَّنلا  َّنءِإ  سُاَّنلا  مُهَُل  لَاقَ  نَیذَِّلا   173

لُیکِوَْلا مَْعِنوَ  هَُّللا  انَُبسْحَ  ْاوُلاقَوَ  انًمَیءِإ  مْهُدَازَفَ  مْهُوْشَخْافَ 

Those to whom the people said: ` Verily the men have gathered against you, . " 173
:therefore fear them '. Yet it increased them in faith and they said

! ' " Allah is sufficient for us and how excellent is such a Protector ` 

Commentary: verse 173

The enemy, propagating agents, and some simple-minded and coward people

advisingly inspire that the group of enemy is strong and none can combat them, so it
is better not to entangle yourselves with fight. The true believers, without any fear

.and, as they are qualified in the verse, calmly answer them

Those to whom the people said: ` Verily the men have gathered against you, " 
:therefore fear them '. Yet it increased them in faith and they said

! ' " Allah is sufficient for us and how excellent is such a Protector ` 

:Explanations

.Be not frightened by the hollow propagations of the enemy . 1

In the fighting place and among the strivers, be careful of the penetrating members . 2
.of the enemy

The strongest barrier against all the threats of the enemy is Faith and trusting in . 3
.Allah

! ' " Allah is sufficient for us and how excellent is such a Protector "... 

When a believer happens to be inflicted with disasters, he increases his reliance and . 4
.his connection with Allah

 ..." Yet it increased them in faith "... 
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ءٌوسُ مْهُسْسَمْیَ  مَّْل  لٍضْفَوَ  هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ هٍمَْعِنِب  ْاوُبلَقَنافَ   174

مٍیظِعَ لٍضْفَ  وذُ  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا  وَضْرِ نَ  ْاوعُبََّتاوَ 

;So they returned (home) with the favour from Allah and (His) grace . " 174

;no evil touched them and they followed the pleasure of Allah

." and Allah is the Lord of Mighty Grace

Commentary: verse 174

The wounded strivers of the Battle of 'Uhụd were prepared again to defend Islam by

the command of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). Then, they pursued the enemy as

far as the camping-place of Hamrā'-ul-Asad. So, the enemies, who were afraid of

Muslims' preparation and courage, dispensed with attacking again and returned

.home. This verse is upon the praise of sincere wounded strivers of the Battle of 'Uhụd

:Explanations

There were Many a man who adventured the danger and returned safely, and . 1
there were many coward ones who flew from the danger but finally encountered with

.misfortune

So they returned (home) with the favour from Allah and (His) grace; no evil touched " 
,..." them

For the godly men, the principal is the pleasure of Allah. Neither martyrdom, nor . 2
.safety, nor injury, nor welfare is the principal for them

 ..." and they followed the pleasure of Allah "... 

The great grace of Allah is destined to only the strivers who have participated in the . 3
.Battle

." And Allah is the Lord of Mighty Grace "... 
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نِوُفاخَوَ مْهُوُفاخَتَ  لاَفَ  هُءَآیَِلوْأَ  فُوِّخَُی  -نُ  طَْیَّشلا مُکُِل  امََّنءِإ ذَ   175

نَیِنِمؤُّْم مُتنکُ  نءِإ 

It is only Satan that causes his friends to fear; but do not fear them and fear Me . " 175
." if you are believers

Commentary: verse 175

,A real believer does not fear of anyone other than Allah. Thus

Faith is not aloof from bravity. So, strivers ought to be afraid of only Allah and keep on

.being pious

.To impose horror and threat is the permanent policy of the powers

It is only Satan that causes his friends to fear; but do not fear them and fear Me if " 
." you are believers

****
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ائْیشَ هََّللا  ْاوُّرضُیَ  نَل  مْهَُّنءِإرِْفکُْلا  یِف  نَوعُرِا  - سَُی نَیذَِّلا  کَنزُحْیَ  لاَوَ   176

مٌیظِعَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  هِرَخِلاَْا  یِف  اظحَ  مْهَُل  لَعَجْیَ  َّلاأَ  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی 

.And let not those who hasten on to disbelief grieve you . " 176

Verily they will never harm Allah at all. Allah intends to assign them no fortune in the

." Hereafter and they will have a great Torment

Commentary: verse 176

It seemed that the people who were defeated in the Battle of 'Uhụd were afraid of

each other. They thought what would happen then that they were defeated and the

infidels returned to Mecca victoriously. In answer to them, the verse says that they

would not be worried, because it was the respite of Allah in order that they could fill

.the capacity of their infidelity and that they do not have any merit in the coming world

:Explanations

Keep your peace and calmness, because the effort of disbelievers is uneffective in . 1
.obliteration of Islam

. ..." And let not those who hasten on to disbelief grieve you " 

Wishful hastening in the field of infidelity, deprives individuals from having eligibility . 2
.of repentance and receiving the grace of Allah

.The infidelity of people does no harm to His Pure Essence . 3

. ..." Verily they will never harm Allah at all "... 

To give respite to disbelievers is the way of treatment of Allah, not as a sign of . 4
.unawareness or incapability unto it

..." Allah intends to assign them no fortune in the Hereafter "... 

Both the wrath of Allah and His Grace are great. (In the former couple of verses, the . 5
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Qur'ān gave glad tidings to the grace of Allah for those wounded strivers who got

prepared for the second time to go to fight by the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.).
(. Here, it also refers to the great punishment belonging to the stubborn infidels

. " and they will have a great torment "... 
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هََّللا ْاوُّرضُیَ  نَل  نِمَیءِلاْاِب  رَْفکُْلا  ْاوُرَتَشْا  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   177

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  اًئْیشَ 

,Verily those who have bought infidetily for faith . " 177

;never shall they harm Allah at all

." and they will have a painful torment

Commentary: verse 177

The subjects of buying and selling, and also gaining and losing, have frequently been

repeated through different occurrences in the Qur'ān. In this process, the Qur'ān is

considered as a market, where people are the sellers, the beliefs and thoughts are

the goods, and sometimes Allah and sometimes other than Allah are the customers.
In this market selling is compulsory, but electing the customers is up to the choice of

human beings. That is, we cannot leave out what we have, including power, action,
.and belief, but we can set our belief and action in a path to be gainful or detrimental

In the Qur'ān, those who purchase with Allah and take Heaven and His pleasure in

return, are praised, while another group are criticized. This group, for their perversion

:or for chosing gain, either do not make profit

Yields them no profit "(1) , or face with loss: " Surely man is in loss "(2) , " That is a " 
manifest loss."(3) And, in some verses, of the Qur'aān like the above verse, those who

sell their Faith in return with infidelity are despised, and, on the other side, the

believers are consoled that the apostasy of that group has no harm to Allah or to the

.path of Allah

,Verily those who have bought infidetily for faith " 

;never shall they harm Allah at all

." and they will have a painful torment
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مْهِسِفُنلاِ رٌْیخَ  مْهَُل  یِلمُْن  امََّنأَ  ْا  ورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنبَسَحْیَ  لاَوَ   178

امًْثءِإْاودُادَزْیَِل مْهَُل  یِلمُْن  امََّنءِإ 

نٌیهُِّم  ٌ بٌاذَعَ مْهَُلوَ 

And let not those who disbelieve think that Our giving them respite is good for . " 178
;their selves; We give respite to them only that they may increase in sin

." and that they will have an abasing torment

Commentary: verse 178

The Qur'ān has repeatedly applied the phrase / lā yahṣabanna/ (they do not think)
about infidels, hypocrites, and the persons whose Faith is weak. This is because these

persons are deprived from insight, proper analysis, good intellect, and necessary

clear mind. They think that creation is vain, martyrdom is annihilation, the world is

permanent, honour is a supreme good. The Qur'ān has rejected all these inaginations

.in different occurrences

Sometimes, the disbelievers consider having possibilities, victories and welfare as a

sign of their own eligibility, while Allah respites them upon their stubbornness towards

His Essence and upon their being polluted by infidelity and corruption in order that

.they dive deep in their destruction

The history details that when Yazīd, the kalif of the time, had Imam Hussayn (a.s.)
slain, the house-hold members of the Imam, including Hadrat Zaynab Kubrā (a.s.),
were taken to Syria as captures. In his meeting, Yazīd proudly addressed Hadrat

Zaynab (a.s.) and said: " Did you see that Allah is with us ? " In answer to him, Zaynab

(a.s.) recited this very verse, and added: " I know your rank low and little and it is

deserving for any despising. Do whatever you wish, but by Allah, beware that you

(." cannot quench the light of Allah', (our remembrance

Yes, for such luxurious people, the abasing torment has been prepared in order that

their imaginary worldly honour be accompanied with
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.abasement and degradation in the Hereafter

However, criminals are divided into two groups: One group are those who are

improveable, and Allah warns and awakens them by admonition, and by pleasant and

unpleasant events. The second group are those who are not guidable. Allah leaves

them alone to themselves so that all their eligibilities of corruption appear. That is why

:Imam Bāgir (a.s.) in explanation of this verse said

Death is a bounty for the infidels, because the longer they live, the more sin they " 
(commit."(1

:Explanations

.Respites are not counted as a sign of being loved . 1

Bounties are useful when they are used alongside the path of right, rectitude, and . 2
.goodness

.The length of life is not important, gaining good advantages of life is important . 3

And let not those who disbelieve think that Our giving them respite is good for their " 
; ..." selves

 ' In the supplication Makārim-ul-Akhlāgh `the Moral Characteristics

Imam Sajjad (a.s.) invokes: " O' Lord! if my life will be the pasture of Satan, shorten it !
("(2

.Do not hasten in judgement; consider the conclusion and the coming world, too . 4

We give respite to them only that they may increase in sin, and that they will have "... 
." an abasing torment

The welfare and authority of the tyrants is not the sign of their rightfulness and the . 5
pleasure of Allah upon them. However, it is not a reason for us to be silent before

.them, either
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هِْیلَعَ مُْتنأَ  امَ  یلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رَذَیَِل  هَُّللا  نَاکَ  اَّم   179

بِْیغَْلا یلَعَ  مْکُعَِلطُْیِل  هَُّللا  نَاکَ  امَوَ  بِِّیَّطلا  نَِم  ثَیِبخَْلا  زَیمِی  یََّتحَ 

ءُاشََی نمَ  هِِلسُُّر  نِم  یِبتَجْیَ  هََّللا  َّنکِ  - لَوَ

هِِلسُرُوَ هَِّللاِبْاوُنِمافََ 

مٌیظِعَ رٌجْأَ  مْکُلَفَْاوقَُّتتَوَ  ْاوُنِمؤُْت  نءِإو 

Allah is not One to leave the believers in the state wherein you are, until He sorts . " 179
.out the vicious from the good

,And Allah is not going to acquaint you with the unseen

(. but Allah chooses anyone He pleases from His Messengers (to acquaint with unseen

Therefore, believe in Allah and His Messengers, and if you believe and act piously,
." then you will have a great reward

Commentary: verse 179

.This is the last verse stated about the event of 'Uhụd in this Sura

The verse clearly announces that the world is a large laboratory. It is not such that

.everybody who claims faith be left free to live in the society ordinarily

No, people are examined, and failures and victories are the means of recognition of

their inwards. For instance, the very failure in the Battle of 'Uhụd was a means for that

the hypocrites to be recognized. Allah (s.w.t.) does not acquaint people with `the

knowledge of hidden things', because if right and wrong be recognized with that

knowledge, the flame of hope will be quenched, the social connections will be broken,
and the life will be encountered with confusion. It is better that we do not know the

supernatural secrets in order that the life continues ordnarily, and the recognition of

.right and wrong be performed through gradual examinations
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:Explanations

Allah (s.w.t.) leaves the disbelievers alone to themselves in order . 1

:That they increase in sin ", but He does not leave the believers alone, as it says " 

; ..." Allah is not One to leave the believers in the state wherein you are " 

.The separation of pure from impure is one of the ways of treatment of Allah . 2

. ..." until He sorts out the vicious from the good "... 

Life should continue in its ordinary form. Knowing the secrets of people through . 3
.`the knowledge of hidden things' ordinarily disturbs the common life

,..." And Allah is not going to acquaint you with the unseen "... 

Life should continue in its normal way, yet Allah endows `the knowledge of hidden . 4
.things' to some particular ones

but Allah chooses anyone He pleases from His Messengers "... 

(. ..." to acquaint with unseen)

Allah gives the knowledge of unseen to those who have the rank of messengership . 5
.from Him

.The ranks of all prophets are not equal to each other . 6

. ..." Allah chooses anyone He pleases from His Messengers "... 

The knowledge of hidden things belongs to Allah alone, yet some of the choosen . 7
.Messengers of Allah enjoy of a part of it (not the whole of it) only to know it

Therefore, believe in Allah and His Messengers, and if you believe and act piously, "... 
." then you will have a great reward

****
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هِِلضْفَ نِم  هَُّللا  مُهُاتَاءَ  امَِب  نَوُلخَْبیَ  نَیذَِّلا   ّ َ نَبسَحْیَ لاَوَ   180

مْهَُّل ٌّرشَ  وَهُ   ْ لْب مهَُّل  ارًْیخَ  وَهُ 

ضِرْلاَْاوَ وَمََّسلا تِ    ُ ثُارَیِم هَِّلِلوَ  هِمَیَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هِِب  ْاوُلخَِب  امَ  نَوُقَّوطَُیسَ 

رٌیِبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هَُّللاوَ 

,And as for those who are niggardly with what Allah has granted out of His grace . " 180

;let them not think it is better for them, nay it is worse for them

;that which they were niggardly of will be clung to their necks on Resurrection Day

;and to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth

." and Allah is aware of what you do

Commentary: verse 180

 ! The Heavy Burden of Captivity

This holy verse explains the destiny of the misers on the Day of Resurrection. These

are the very people who try to heap wealth and protect it. They refrain to spent out

.money in charity along the path of the servants of Allah

In the above verse, there is not anything mentioned about alms and incumbant

payments, but according to the traditions by Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) and the statements of

commentators, this verse has been appropriated to those who hinder paying alms.
:The Qur'ān says

And as for those who are niggardly with what Allah has granted out of His grace, let " 
, ..." them not think it is better for them

But, in spite of the imagination of these people, this manner will be against them. It

:says
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; ..." nay it is worse for them "... 

:Then, it explains their destiny in the Hereafter, like this

that which they were niggardly of will be clung to their necks on "... 
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; ..." Resurrection Day

It is understood from this verse that the wealth whose incumbant rights have not

been paid and the society has enjoyed nothing of it, according to the law of

embodiment of deeds, will incarnate in the form of a painful chastisement on

.Resurrection Day, similar to other evil deeds of man

Then, the verse points to another subject and indicates that these properties,
whether they be spent out in the way of Allah (s.w.t.) and in the path of His servants,

:or not, will finally be separated from their possessors; and

, ..." and to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth "... 

Now that the circumstace is like this, so much the better that before separating from

their wealth, instead of only having its responsibility and regret, they enjoy of its

.spiritual merits

:At the end of the verse, it says

." and Allah is aware of what you do "... 

Therefore, if you behave niggardly, He knows it; and if you apply your wealth in the

path of assisting the society, He knows it, too; and He grants the reward of every one

.appropriately

****
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.Section 19, Jewish carpings at the Apostle

Point

Jewish carping at the Apostle's calling for subscriptions the Jews rejecting every

.prophet who did not follow the Mosaic Law Muslims to bear losses and hardships

ْاوُلاقَ نَیذَِّلا  لَوْقَ  هَُّللا   َ عَمسَدْقََّل  181

قٍّحَ رِْیغَِب  ءَایَِبنلاَْا  مُهُلَْتقَوَ  ْاوُلاقَامَ  بُُتکْنَسَ  ءُآیَِنغْأَ  نُحَْنوَ  رٌیقِفَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

قِیرِحَْلا  َ بَذَعَ ْاوُقوذُ  لُوقَُنوَ 

:Allah has certainly heard the statement of those who said . " 181

Verily Allah is poor and we are rich '. We shall record what they state and their ` 
:slaying the prophets unjustly; and We will say

 '." Taste the torment of burning ` 

:The Occasion of Revelation

.This verse and the next one are revealed upon the reproach and blame of the Jews

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had a letter written to Banī Qīnqā', the Jew, in which he invited

them to performing prayers; paying alms, and giving loan to the Lord. (The purpose of

the last part of this sentence is spending out in the way of Allah that which is stated in
(. this form in order to move the feelings of men

The agent of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) entered a house which was the center of teaching

the Jewish religious subjects and it was called `Bayt-ul-Madāris'. He handed the letter

to Fanhạ̄s,̣ a great Jewish learned man. After reading the letter, he mockingly said: " If

your statements are true, it should be said that Allah is poor and we are rich, for if He

." were not poor, He would not ask us for loan

In addition to that, Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) believes Allah has " 
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prohibited you (Muslims) from usury while he himself promises you interest and

." increase of wealth for giving charity

But, when these two verses were revealed, Fanhạ̄s ̣ denied to confess he had said

.these words

Commentary: verse 181

:In this verse, it says

:Allah has certainly heard the statement of those who said " 

 '. ..." Verily Allah is poor and we are rich ` 

Therefore, their denial was useless. Then, the Lord says not only We hear their words,
.but also

; ..." We shall record what they state and their slaying the prophets unjustly "... 

Recording and accounting their deeds is for that their total accomplishments will be

.put before them on the Reckoning Day in order that they see the fruit of their actions

'." and We will say: `Taste the torment of burning "... 

****
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دِیِبعَْلِّل مٍَّلاظَِب  سَْیَل  هََّللا  َّنأَوَ  مْکُیدِْیأَ  تْمََّدقَ  امَِب  کَِل  182 ذَ 

This is for what your hands have sent on ahead and, of course, Allah is not in the . " 182
." least unjust to the servants

Commentary: verse 182

In this verse, it says that the painful torment you are tasting its bitterness now, is the

fruit of your own deeds. It was you yourselves who did wrong to your own souls, for

.never is Allah unjust to anyone

:It says

This is for what your hands have sent on ahead and, of course, Allah is not in the " 
." least unjust to the servants

In principle, if criminals, such as you, do not receive the punishment of their evil

deeds, and be counted in the row of good doers, it will be the utmost injustice; and if
.Allah did not do like that, He would be the most unjust

****
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لٍوسُرَِل نَِمؤُْن  َّلاأَ  انَْیَلءِإدَهِعَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإْاوُلاقَ  نَیذَِّلا   183

رُاَّنلا هُُلکُأْتَ  نٍاَبرْقُِب  انَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ 

مُْتْلُق يذَِّلاِبوَ  ِیبَْلاِب  تِنَّ یِلْبقَ  ِم  نّ لٌسُرُ  مْکُءَآجَ  دْقَ  لُْق 

نَیِقدِصَ مُْتنکُ  نءِإ  مْهُومُُتْلتَقَ  مَِلفَ 

Those who said: ` Verily Allah has covenanted with us not to believe in any . " 183
messenger until he brings us an offering which fire (from heaven) will consume '. Say:
` Indeed Messengers came unto you before me (all) with miracles, and with that (very

;miracle) which you spoke of

,why then did you kill them

 ? ' " if you are so truthful

Commentary: verse 183

To fly from accepting Islam, some disbelievers sought a pretext and said that Allah

had covenanted with them that they would believe in only a prophet who brought

them an animal to offer, and a lightning from heaven would burn that victim in front of

.the eyes of people. It was then that they might be assure of his prophethood

This verse was revealed in order that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would tell those

pertinacious seekers of pretext that: if they were right, why did they not believe in the

prophets before the Prophet of Islam ? Those prophets, in addition to different kinds

.of miracles, also brought them what they said, i.e. bringing an offering

:Explanations

The history of all groups and nations, as well as their background, is the best . 1
.reference to their claims

Say: `Indeed Messengers came unto you before me (all) with miracles, and with "... 
, ..." that (very miracle) which you spoke of
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.Do not justify your escaping from Truth by religious subjects . 2

. ..." Those who said: ` Verily Allah has covenanted with us " 
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The subject of offering a ram is mentioned in the Torah, Leviticus, Chapter 9, No. 2,
such: " And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young culf for a sin offering, and a ram for

." a burt offering, without blemish, and offer them before the Lord

.The opponents' seeking pretext, throughout the history of human beings, are alike . 3

. ..." and with that (very miracle) which you spoke of "... 

As soon as a person pertains with the spirit of arrogance, the one neither avoids . 4
...", denigrating Allah "... Verily Allah has covenanted with us

nor submits to any prophet: "... not to believe in any messenger...". Such a person also

.expects that miracles adopt to his wishes and desires

****
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ِیبَْلاِب تِنَّ وءُاجَ  کَِلْبقَ  ِم  نّ لٌسُرُ  بَذِّکُ  دْقَفَ  كَوُبَّذکَ  نءِإف   184

رِیِنمُْلا بِتَکِْلاوَرُِبُّزلاوَ 

Then, if they reject you, messengers before you have already been rejected . " 184
while they came even with clear arguments; and the Psalms and the Enlightening

." Book

Commentary: verse 184

In this verse, Allah consoles the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and tells him that if these seekers of

pretext reject you, it is not a new or an odd thing because the messengers before you

:were rejected, too. It says

 ..." Then, if they reject you, messengers before you have already been rejected " 

This is in a case that those messengers had both clear signs and clear miracles with

.them

 ..." while they came even with clear arguments "... 

Those messengers had not only clear arguments and miracles but they brought also

:both firm, acceptable scriptures and the Enlightening Book. It says

. " and the Psalms and the Enlightening Book "... 

****
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هِمَیَقِْلا مَوْیَ  مْکُرَوجُأُ  نَوَّْفوَُت  امََّنءِإو  تِوْمَْلا  هُقَئآذَ  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ   185

زَافَدْقَفَ هََّنجَْلا  لَخِدْأُوَ  رِاَّنلا  نِعَ  حَزِحْزُ  نمَفَ 

رِورُغُْلا عُتَمَ  َّلاءِإآیَْنُّدلا  هُویَحَْلا  امَوَ 

Every one tastes death. And verily you will be paid in full your reward on the . " 185
Resurrection Day. Then whoever is delivered from the Fire and admitted into

;Paradise, he indeed is prosperous

." and the life of this world is not but a provision of deception

Commentary: verse 185

 ! Death, a General Destiny

At first, this verse points to a law that involves all the living creatures of the world. It

:says

. ..." Every one tastes death " 

In fact, most people are willing to forget their mortality, but this is a reality that even if
.we forget it, it (the death) will never forget us

Then, it says that after the life of this world, the stage of receiving the fruit of deeds

:(whether good reward or retribution) begins. It says

. ..." And verily you will be paid in full your reward on the Resurrection Day "... 

Then, it adds that those who remove from the effect of the absorption of Hell Fire and

enter Heaven, they are saved and have found their beloved and demanded ideal. It

:says

Then whoever is removed from the Fire and admitted into Paradise, he indeed is "... 
; ..." prosperous

.As if, Hell absorbs human beings with all its power towards itself
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Yes, verily the factors which attract man towards it, are some astonishing attractions.
Do the fleeting desires, unlawful sexual pleasures, unlawful positions and properties

 ? not have attraction for every human being

:In the next sentence, it completes the former discussion by saying

." and the life of this world is not but a provision of deception "... 
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The important thing is that the material world and its pleasures do not become the

ideal and the final goal of Man; otherwise, using the material world and its merits, as a
means for attaining the human development, not only is not blameworthy, but also is

.necessary and essential

****
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َّنعُمَسْتََلوَ مْکُسِفُنأَوَ  مْکُِل  وَْمأَ  یِف  َّنوُلَْبُتَل   186

ارًیِثکَ يًذأَ  ْاوکُرَشْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِموَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  بَتَکِْلا  ْاوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم 

رِوُملاُْا مِزْعَ  نِْم   َ کَل َّنءِإفْاوقَُّتتَوَ ذَ  ْاورُِبصْتَ  نءِإو 

,Certainly you will be tried in your wealth and your own selves . " 186

and certainly you will bear much abuse from those who were given the Book before

,you, and from those who are idolaters. And if you preserve patiently

." and act piously, then that is indeed of determining factor in affairs

Commentary: verse 186

After emigrating Muslims from Mecca to Medina, pagans began to encroach and to

plunder their wealth and properties in Mecca. Whomever they could find, they hurt

and troubled. On the other hand, the Jews in Medina told them words of sarcasm.
They even sang odes for Muslim women and girls with full impudence, or they (the

Jews) libelled them. The Jewish person who was leading these things was called

'. `Ka`b-ibn-'Ashraf

.The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) issued order that the person be killed, and thus he was killed

This verse, solacing the Muslims, recommends them to be patient and pious, because

.a decision made under its shade is trustable

:Explanations

.Your trial is an earnest subject, so, make yourselves prepared for it . 1

Hearing abuse and annoyance, and suffering much harms from the foe is among . 2
.the means of your trial

and certainly you will bear much abuse from those who were given the Book before "...
you, and from those who are idolaters. And if you preserve patiently, and act piously,

." then that is indeed of determining factor in affairs
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.The most applied means of trial are wealth and soul . 3

, ..." Certainly you will be tried in your wealth and your own selves " 

****
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بَتَکِْلا ْاوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  قَثَیِم  هَُّللا  ذَخَأَ  ذْءِإو   187

مْهِرِوهُظُ ءَآرَوَ  هُوذُبَنَفَ  هَُنومُُتکْتَ  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلِل  ِیبَُتَل  هَُّنُنّ

نَورُتَشْیَ امَ  سَْئِبفَ  لاًیِلقَ  انًمََث  هِِب  ْاوْرَتَشْاوَ 

And (remember) when Allah took a pledge from those who were given the Book . " 187
(saying): ` You shall certainly make it known to people and you shall not hide it '. But

they cast it behind their backs and took a small price for it , then, how bad is what they

." purchase

Commentary: verse 187

The reason that there are many millions of the Christians, the Jews, and the

Zoroastrians throughout the world is totally for the sake of inopportune silence of

their learned people. According to the commentary of Atyab-ul-Bayān, there are

more than sixty occurrences in the New Testament and Old Testament where the

glad tidings of Islam and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is refferred to, but the learned persons

of the People of the Book have left all of them away. The sin of concealment is so

important that Allah has used such a meaning for its retribution that He has applied

for no other sin. The concerning verse says: "... They are those that Allah does curse

(them and (also) curse them (all) those who curse (such ones)."(1

:Explanations

Whatever concealment that causes people to remain in paganism, infidelity, . 1
ignorance and corruption is a great sin, and the concealer has a share in the sin of

.people

The motive of the annihilating silences are usually obtaining wealth or social rank . 2
.and or protecting it

." and took a small price for it, then, how bad is what they purchase "... 
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Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 159 1 - 1
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.The learned persons are responsible for their people . 3

The statement and exhibition of facts must be done in a way that nothing be . 4
.concealed for people

And (remember) when Allah took a pledge from those who were given the Book " 
(saying): ` You shall certainly make it known to people and you shall not hide it '. But

, ..." they cast it behind their backs

Mere knowledge is not enough for attaining prosperity and felicity. Piety and . 5
.appropriate heedlessness to the worldly wealth and social rank is necessary, too

****
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ْاوتَأَ امَِب  نَوحُرَْفیَ  نَیذَِّلا   ّ َ نَبسَحْتَ 188 لاَ 

ْاوُلعَْفیَ مَْل  امَِب  ْاودُمَحُْی  نأَ  نَوُّبحُِیَّو 

بِاذَعَْلا ِم  نَّ هٍزَافَمَِب  مهَُّنبَسَحْتَ  لاَفَ 

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ 

Do not think those who rejoice in what they have done and love to be praised for . " 188
what they have not done, so do not think that they would be safe from the

." punishment and they will have a painful torment

Commentary: verse 188

There are always some hypocrites in the society who like to be treated, in spite of

their hypocrisy, as the believers. It is exactly similar to the cowards who wish to be

entitled with bravity, and the ignorants and people with a little knowledge who are

 '. pleased to be called ` learned

Sometimes they appear in the society with a state to inspire people that they have the

best titles and ranks. But these persons are some deceitful ones who never embrace

.prosperity

:Basically, people are divided into three groups

Those who strive with effort and endeavour and intend that none know it but Allah. . 1
The example of this group is those who say: "... no reward do we desire from you, nor

(thanks."(1

.Those who work with the motive that people know it and praise them . 2

Those who expect people to praise them without doing anything good. Such . 3
.persons are referred to in this verse

Do not think those who rejoice in what they have done and love to be praised for " 
what they have not done, so do not think that they would be safe from the
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." punishment and they will have a painful torment

****
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رٌیدِقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلَعَ   ُ اللهُاوَ ضِرْلاَْاوَ  وَمََّسلا تِ  کُْلُم  هَِّلِلوَ   189

And to Allah belongs the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, and Allah is . " 189
." All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 189

In this verse, there are some glad tidings for the believers, and also there is a threat

:for the disbelievers. It says

And to Allah belongs the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, and Allah is All- " 
." Powerful over all things

That is, it is not necessary that the believers pave the unusual ways for their

development and progression. They can continue their way of progression under the

.light of the Power of Allah through the lawful and proper paths

****

p: 343

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1831 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 20, The Triumph of the Faithful

Point

.Prayer for the promised triumph The predicated triumph

رِاهََّنلاوَ لِْیَّلا  فِلَِتخْاوَ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  وَمََّسلا تِ  قِْلخَ  یِف  َّنءِإ   190

بِبَْللاَْا یِلوْلاُِ   ٍ تٍیَلاََ

Verily in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the . " 190
." night and the day, there are signs for the possessors of intellects

Commentary: verse 190

It is cited in the commentary books by Fakhr Rāzī, Qurtubī and Marāqī that once

`Āyishah was asked what the best memory was that she remembered from the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.). She replied that all the affairs of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were

wonderful, but the most important one of all was that one night the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
was relaxing in the house where `Āyishah was living. Before having a rest, he

suddenly stood up and wore his clothing, made ablution and began praying. He shed

tears so much so that the front of his clothes became wet. After that he bowed down

for prostration. When he fell prostrate he wept so much so that the ground became

wet. Next morning, when Bilāl came and asked him about so much amount of tear, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Last night some verses were revealed to me (verses 190 to

194, Sura 'Āl-i-'Imrān)." And then he (p.b.u.h.) added: " Woe to the one who recites

." these verses and does not contemplate

Again, in the commentary book by Fakhr Rāzī, a tradition has been narrated from

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) who said: " The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) used to recite these

(verses before his midnight prayers."(1

In another tradition we have also been recommended to recite these
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At-Tafasir-Kabir, vol. 9, p. 134 1 - 1
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.holy verses

It is narrated from one of the companions of Imam Ali (a.s.) by the name of `Nuf

Bakkalī' who said: One night he was at the presence of Hadrat Ali (a.s.). He (a.s.) got up

.from his bed and recited these verses

Then Imam asked him whether he was awake or asleep, and Bakkalī answered he

was awake. Then Hadrat Ali (a.s.) said: " Blessed are the persons who did not accept

(the taints of the earth."(1

:Explanations

.The creation of the world follows an aim . 1

.Knowing the existence is a primary stage for knowing Allah . 2

Those who are intelligent grasp the knowledge of Allah from every thing in the . 3
.world

.The more wise a person is, the more signs he grasps . 4

Verily in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of the night " 
." and the day, there are signs for the possessors of intellects

****
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مْهِِبوُنجُ یلَعَوَ  ادًوعُُقوَ  امًیَِق  هََّللا  نَورُکُذْیَ  نَیذَِّلا   191

ضِرْلاَْاوَ وَمََّسلا تِ  قِْلخَ  یِف  نَورَُّکفَتَیَوَ 

رِاَّنلا بَاذَعَ  انَقِفَ  کَنَحَْبسُ  لاًطَِب  اذَهَ  تَْقلَخَ  امَ  انََّبرَ 

Those who remember Allah while standing, sitting and lying on their sides, and . " 191
,mediate on the creation of the heavens and the earth

!seriously saying) ` Our Lord! You have not created (all) this in vain)

 '." Glory be to you! Save us then from the torment of the Fire

Commentary: verse 191

.The remembrance of Allah in all conditions of a person is the sign of wisdom

, ..." Those who remember Allah while standing, sitting and lying on their sides " 

And, `the possessors of intellects' are those who remember Allah and contemplate.
:The Qur'ān introduces them such

Those who remember Allah while standing, sitting and lying on their sides, and " 
 ..." mediate

:Faith is worthy when it is based on intelligence and contemplation. It says

, ..." and mediate on the creation of the heavens and the earth "... 

We should know this fact that the farther we keep aloof from the godly aims, the

nearer we will approach to Hell and we must return that distance again. The world of

.creation has not been done in vain even though we do not realize all its secrets

!Our Lord! You have not created (all) this in vain! Glory be to you "... ` 

 '." Save us then from the torment of the Fire

****
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هُتَْیزَخْأَ دْقَفَ  رَاَّنلا  لِخِدُْت  نمَ  کََّنءِإآنََّبرَ   192

رٍاصَنأَ نِْم  نَیمِِلَّظلِل  امَوَ 

Our Lord! anyone You cause to enter the (Hell) Fire, surely You have put him to . " 192
." disgrace; and the unjust will have no helpers

Commentary: verse 192

Fire is important, but disgrace and notoriety is more important, and more painful than

.the bodily punishment

Our Lord! anyone You cause to enter the (Hell) Fire, surely You have put him to " 
; ..." disgrace

.By the way, the transgressors will be deprived of intercession

. " and the unjust will have no helpers "... 

****
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اَّنمَافََ مْکُِّبرَِب  ْاوُنِماءَ  نْأَ  نِمَیءِلاِْل  يدِانَُی  ایًدِانَُم  انَْعمِسَ  انََّنءِإنََّبَّر   193

ِیسَ انَِتائَّ اَّنعَ  رْفِّکَوَ  انََبوُنذُ  انََل  رْفِغْافَانََّبرَ 

رِارَْبلاَْا  َ عَم انََّفوَتَوَ 

Our Lord! Verily we have heard (the invitation of) a Crier calling to the faith, . " 193
.saying: ` Believe in your Lord!' So we did believe

,Our Lord! forgive us therefore our sins, and cover of us our evil deeds ` 

 '." and make us die with the righteous

Commentary: verse 193

Perhaps, the purpose of the Arabic term /ðunūb/ `sins', occurred in this verse, is `the

great sins', and the purpose of the term /sayyi'ah/ `sin' is a lesser sin '; as in the

following holy verse, /sayyi'āt/ (lesser sins) has occurred in comparison with /kabā'ir/
(great sins): " If you shun the great sins which you are forbidden, We will do away with

(your small sins ..."(1

.And, maybe, the purpose of the Qurānic term /sayyi'āt / is the effects of sins

While in this world the wise say: " Verily we have heard (the invitation of), ...", there

.are some persons who are heedless to this invitation

Certainly on the Resurrection Day, they regretfully will say: ` We wish we would

hearken to the words of Allah and had obeyed His command ', as the Qur'ān refers to

.them in Sura Al-'An`ām, No. 6, verse 31; and Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 56

:Explanations

The wise are ready to accept the truth, and they, responding to the call of their . 1
innate disposition, answer the call of prophets, the invitation of the godly

.knowledgeable men, and the cry of martyrs

.Seeking forgiveness is the sign of wisdom . 2
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.Death with the righteous, is a gift from Allah . 3

The far sighted intelligent ones wish the death with the righteous, and think of the . 4
.goodness of destiny

Our Lord! Verily we have heard (the invitation of) a Crier calling to the faith, saying: ` " 
!Believe in your Lord!' So we did believe. ` Our Lord

forgive us therefore our sins, and cover of us our evil deeds, and make us die with the

 '." righteous

*****
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هِمَیَقِْلا مَوْیَ  اَنزِخُْت  لاَوَ  کَِلسُرُ  یلَعَ  انََّتدعَوَ  امَ  انَِتاءَوَ  انََّبرَ   194

دَاعَیمِْلا فُِلخُْت  کََّنءِإ لاَ 

our Lord! and grant us what You have promised us through Your Messengers, . " 194
.and do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurrection

." Verily You do not break any promise

Commentary: verse 194

In these verses, Allah has illustrated the way and manner of `the wise' and `the

people of understanding', such that they are qualified with these qualities: the

remembrance of Allah, the thought of attaining to `wisdom', submitting to prophets,
seeking Allah's forgiveness, willing to die well, and expecting to reach the bounties of

.Allah and saving from disgrace and notoriety

In the previous verses, the Faith of the wise unto Allah and the Resurrection was

.referred to. Now, in this verse, the belief in prophethood is also pointed out

, ..." Our Lord! and grant us what You have promised by Your Messengers " 

:Explanations

The goal of the wise is reaching to divine graces, and saving from the Hell Fire and . 1
.notoriety in the Hereafter

.The wise believe in all prophets and all promises of Allah . 2

Our Lord! and grant us what You have promised us through Your Messengers, and " 
." do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurrection. Verily You do not break any promise

****
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مکُنِّم لٍمِعَ  لَمَعَ  عُیضِأُلاَ  یِّنأَ  مْهُُّبرَ  مْهَُل  بَاجَتَسْافَ   195

ضٍْعَب ِم  منّ مکُضُْعَب  یثَنأُ  وْأَ  رٍکَذَ  ِم  نّ

ْاوُلِتُقوَ ْاوُلتَقَوَ  یِلیِبسَ  یِف  ْاوذُوأُوَ  مْهِرِایَدِ  نِم  ْاوجُرِخْأُوَ  ْاورُجَاهَ  نَیذَِّلافَ 

تٍَّنجَ مْهَُّنلَخِدْلاَُوَ  ِیسَ  مْهِِتائَّ مْهُْنعَ  َّنرَفِّکَلاَُ 

رُهَْنلاَْا اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ 

هَِّللا دِنعِ  ِم  نّْ اًباوََث 

بِاوََّثلا نُسْحُ  هُدَنعِ  هَُّللاوَ 

(: So their Lord responded their prayer, (saying . " 195

,I will not waste the work of any worker among you, whether male or female ` 

.the one of you being from the other

So, those who migrated and were driven out of their homes and suffered hurt in My

,way, and who fought and were killed

,I will certainly cover their evil deeds

,and I will certainly make them enter into gardens beneath which rivers flow

;as a reward from Allah

." and Allah! with Him (only) is the Fairest Reward

Commentary: verse 195

The content of this verse follows the subject of the previous verses. It is about the

.people of understanding, the possessors of intellects, and the result of their deeds

Upon the occasion of the revelation of this verse, it is said that once ` Umm-us-
Salamah ' (one of the Prophet's wives) asked the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) that
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there are many statements mentioned in the Qur'ān about Holy war, immigration,
and self-sacrifice of men, but do women have a share in them, too ? The verse was

:revealed and their Lord answered this question as such
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So their Lord responded their prayer, (saying): ` I will not waste the work of any " 
, ..." worker among you, whether male or female

There are some unawere people among non-Muslims that sometimes accuse Islam

.by saying that Islam is the religion of males, not females

.Here, this statement makes it clear that how far such people are from the Truth

Through the next words, the verse indicates that in the process of creation all human

beings relate to each other, because some of them have been born from some

.others, ie, women have been created from men and men from women

. ..." the one of you from the other "... 

:In the continuation of the verse, it concludes that

So, those who migrated and were driven out of their homes and suffered hurt in "... 
, ..." My way, and who fought and were killed, I will certainly cover their evil deeds

Then, the Qur'ān adds that besides forgiving their sins they will certainly be placed in
:Heaven containing of various bounties. It says

, ..." and I will certainly make them enter into gardens beneath which rivers flow "... 

This is a reward bestowed by Allah which is given to them, for their self-sacrifice, and

:it is, of course, of the best rewards. It says

." as a reward from Allah; and Allah! with Him (only) is the Fairest Reward "... 

This part of the verse is a hint to the fact that the godly rewards are not fully and

completely recognized by the people in this world, but they ought to know that Allah's

.reward is higher and more significant than any other rewards

****
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دِلَِبْلا یِف  ْاورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  بُُّلقَتَ  کََّنَّرغُیَ  196 لاَ 

Let not the (prosperous) going about of those who disbelieve deceive you in the . " 196
." cities

Commentary: verse 196

Because of their commercial travels, the pagans of Mecca and the Jews of Medina

lived in welfare. But the Muslims, as a result of leaving their wealth and properties in
Mecca and emigrating to Medina, and, on the other hand, being involved with

economical siege, were living in some straitened circumstances. So, the revelation of

.this verse caused them to console

Let not the (prosperous) going about of those who disbelieve deceive you in the " 
." cities

:Explanations

Sending political, economical, and martial missions, or holding secret meetings and . 1
.having equivocal interviews performed by the enemy, should not deceive you

****
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دُاهَمِْلا سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوَأْمَ  َّمُث  لٌیِلقَ  عٌاتَمَ   197

It is) a brief enjoyment! Thereafter their abode is Hell, and how bad the resting . " ) 197
( ! " place (it is

Commentary: verse 197

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) in a tradition has said: " There is not goodness in a
(pleasure after which is Fire (of Hell)."(1

The fleeting pleasures and eternal torment is for the infidels, while temporary

.hardships and the eternal peace and confort belongs to the believers

,It is) a brief enjoyment! Thereafter their abode is Hell " )

( ! " and how bad the resting place (it is

****
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رُهَْنلاَْااهَِتحْتَ نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٌَّنجَ  مْهَُل  مْهَُّبرَ  ْاوْقََّتا   َ نَذَِّلا نِکَِل   198

هَِّللا دِنعِ  ِم  نّْ لاًزُُن  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلخَ 

رِارَْبلاَِّْل رٌْیخَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  امَوَ 

But those who are in awe of their Lord, for them are gardens beneath which . " 198
,rivers flow, therein they will abide for ever

,a reception from Allah

." and whatever is with Allah is the best for the righteous

Commentary: verse 198

In Arabic Language, the term /nuzul/ is called to the first thing which the guest is

.usually received with, such as sweet drink, fruit and so on

From this point of view, it seems that the verse intends to say: beware not to pervert

from the path of piety and Faith when you see the commercial going about of infidels,
because the gardens of Heaven are just the beginning of the reception for you, not its

.main one

But those who are in awe of their Lord, for them are gardens beneath which rivers " 
flow, therein will they abide for ever, a reception from Allah, and whatever is with

." Allah is the best for the righteous

****
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لَزِنأُ امَوَ  هَِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْی  نمََل  بِتَکِْلا   ِ لِهأَ نِْم  َّنءِإو   199

هَِّلِل نَیعِشِخَ   ْ مْهْیَلءِإ لَزِنأُ  امَوَ  مْکُْیَلءِإ 

مْهِِّبرَ دَنعِ  مْهُرُجْأَ   ْ مْهَل کَئَلوْأُ  لاًیِلقَ  انًمََث  هَِّللا  تِیَاَِب  نَورُتَشْیَ  لاَ 

بِاسَحِْلا عُیرِسَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

And surely of the People of the Book are some who believe in Allah and in what . " 199
has been sent down to you and in what has been sent down to them, being humble

towards Allah. They do not sell the verses of Allah for a small price. These are they

;that have their reward with their Lord

." verily Allah is quick in reckoning

Commentary: verse 199

Some commentators believe that this verse has been revealed about some of the

People of the Book who embraced Islam. They were included of forty people from

(Najrān, thirty two persons from Abyssinia, and eight men from Byzantine. (1

Some other commentary Books denote that the verse is revealed about Negus who

died in the ninth year after Immigration in the month Rajab. When the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) became aware of his death, he told Muslims that one of their brethren

had died somewhere out of Arabia and they would prepare to pray his funeral prayer

in compensation of his services. They asked who he was, and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
said it was Negus. After that Muslims, accompanying the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.),

.went into the Baqī', a graveyard in Medina, and prayed his funeral prayer

****
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ْاوطُِبارَوَ ْاورُِباصَوَ  ْاورُِبصْا  ْاوُنمَاءَ   َ نَذَِّلا اهَُّیأَیَ   200

نَوحُِلْفُت  ْ مْکَّلعََل هََّللا  ْاوقَُّتاوَ 

O' you who have faith! do persevere and outdo (all others) in endurance, and be . " 200
." ready (to guard the bounds), and be in awe of Allah that you may be prosperous

Commentary: verse 200

This verse recommends kinds of perseverance and patience when confronting

misfortunes, as follows: In the first stage be patient in personal adversities and

.desires

 ..." O' you who have Faith! do persevere " 

.In the second stage: persevere more against the pressure of the enemy

, ..." and outdo (all others) in endurance "... 

In the third stage: try to protect the geographical bounds against the invasions of the

foreign enemies; try to protect the ideologial and theological bounds by means of

scientific argumentations; and try to protect the bounds of the heart (mind) from the

.attack of temptations

(, ..." and be ready (to guard the bounds "... 

In Arabic language, tying something somewhere is called /rabāt/ and that is way this

term is also used for an `inn', because in old times caravans used to stay there where

.they kept their goods, horses, and camels

Again, it is used for a heart which is firmly tied to the grace of Allah, too. There are also

some other derivations from the same root which are applied in Arabic, like: /'irtibāt/
(. (relationship), /marbūt/ (related), and /rābit / (communicator

In Islamic traditions, the phrase /rābitū / has been applied in the sense of

`expectation for prayer'. It seems that Muslims tighten their own hearts and souls by
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.the link that they create in prayers

****
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(Sura An-Nisā' (The Women

Point

(No. 4 (177 verses

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

:Introduction to the Sura

This Sura, which contains 177 verses, was revealed in Medina. Next to Sura Al-
Baqarah, it is the longest Sura of the Qur'ān from the point of the number of words

and letters. Its contents invite to Faith, justice, taking examples from the nations of

the past, breaking the ties of friendship with the enemies of Allah, and supporting the

orphans. In this Sura there are subjects such as marriage, equitable distribution of

property after death, the necessity of obeying the divine leader, immigration, Holy

.War in the way of Allah, and so on

This Sura is entitled An-Nisā, (the women), since the first thirty five verses of it are

.about women and family affairs

****

:The Virtue of Studying This Sura

:According to a tradition, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said

Whoever recites Sura An-Nisā, as if this person has spent property in the path of"

Allah as much as any Muslim inherits by virtue of the purport of this Sura, and also, a
(similar reward of a person who has freed a slave, will be given to him." (1

It is evident that the purpose in this tradition, and all of the similar traditions, is not a
bare recitation of the verses, but recitation is a preparation for comprehension, the

which is, in its turn, a preparation for
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action and behaving accordingly in personal and social life. Thus, it is certain that if

Muslims take lessons from the contents of the verses of this Sura and apply them in
their own lives, besides their worldly advantages, they will enjoy of all these rewards

.in the Hereafter

****
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,Sura An - Nisā

(The Women)

Section one , Responsibilities of the Guardians of Orphans

Point

Respect for the ties of relationship Care of orphans' property

Conditional Polygamy Permitted Warning against embezzlement of orphans'

.property

Arabic-English version of verse 1

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

هٍدَحِاوَ   ٍ سٍفَّن ِم  نّ مکُقَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  مُکَُّبرَ  ْاوقَُّتا  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَیَ   1

ءًآسَِنوَ ارًیِثکَلاًاجَرِ  امَهُْنِم  َّثَبوَ  اهَجَوْزَ  اهَْنِم   َ قَلخَوَ

مَاحَرْلاَْاوَ هِِب  نَوُلءَآسَتَ  يذَِّلا   َ اللهَا ْاوقَُّتاوَ 

ابًیِقرَ مْکُْیلَعَ  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

O' people! be in awe of your Lord, Who created you from a single soul and from it . " 1
.created its mate and spread from them (the couple) many men and women

And be in awe of Allah through Whom you demand one of another, as well as any ties

;of kinship

." Surely Allah is watching over you

****
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Commentary: verse 1

.Challenge against Unjust Discrimination

The first verse of this sura addresses all human beings. The content of this verse is a
message to mankind as a whole. It invites them to piety and being in awe of Allah. It

:says

, ..." O' people! be in awe of your Lord " 

Then, to introduce the Lord Who is aware of all deeds of human

beings, it points to one of His attributes which is the origin of the unity of human race.
:It says

 ..." Who created you from a single soul "... 

The phrase ` a single soul ' refers to the first human being whom the Qur'ān

introduces as ` 'Ādam ', the father of all human beings. The

application of the term /banī'ādam/ `the children of 'Ādam' in the Qur'ān refers to this

.meaning, too

:Then, in the next sentence, it says

 ..." and from it created its mate "... 

This means that He created Adam's wife from his nature, not from the limbs of his

body. Basing on a tradition from Imam Bāqir (a.s.), the

creation of Eve from one of the ribs of Adam has intensely been rejected, and it has

.been stipulated that Eve was created from the rest of Adam's clay

:In the next verse, it continues saying

. ..." and spread from them (the couple) many men and women "... 

This idea leads to the comprehension that the multiplying of the race of the children of
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Adam has been performed only through Adam and his wife, and no other creature has

.had any hand in it

Then, for the sake of the importance that piety has in the structure of the foundation

of a safe and sound society, again it invites people to observing piety. It advises

people to be in awe of Allah, the One Who is Great in their view, so that when they

:want to demand something from others, they apply His Name. It says

, ..." And be in awe of Allah through Whom you demand one of another "... 
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:And it adds that

, ..." as well as any ties of kinship "... 

Mentioning this subject here is a sign of an extraordinary importance that the Qur'ān

.maintains for strengthening blood-kinship

:At the end of the verse, it says

." Surely Allah is watching over you "... 

That is, He sees all your deeds and intentions and, by the way, He protects you

.against unpleasant adventures

****
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بِِّیَّطلاِب ثَیِبخَْلا  ْاوُلَّدبَتَتَ  لاَوَ  مْهَُل  وَْمأَ  یمَتَیَْلا  ْاوُتاءَوَ   2

مْکُِل وَْمأَ  یَلءِإ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ  اوُلکُأْتَ  لاَوَ 

ارًیِبکَ اًبوحُ  نَاکَ  هَُّنءِإ 

And give the orphans their property, and do not exchange something bad (of . " 2
yours) for something good (of theirs), nor devour their

." property along with your own; (for) it is surely a great crime

Occasion of Revelation verse 2

At the time of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), one of the members of a tribe by the

name of Banī-Qatfān had a rich brother, and it happened that the rich brother passed

away. Then, as a guardian of his brother's orphans, he took his property in his

possession, but when his brother's son matured and demanded it, he denied

returning his right to him. The subject was explained to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.).
Then this verse was revealed, and when the man heard it, he repented and returned

the property to its owner. Then the man said: " I refuge with Allah from that I be

." polluted through the great sin

:Commentary

!Treachery in Orphans' Property Is Forbidden

In any society it happens that, as a result of some events and accidents, some

.parents die and there remain some little children from them

There are three important instructions upon the property of orphans mentioned in

.this verse

:At first, it instructs as such . 1

, ..." And give the orphans their property " 

This ordinance means that your interference in these properties is in the rank of a
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.trustee and as an inspector, not as a possessor
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The second instruction is to prevent guardians from devouring the property of . 2
.orphans

Sometimes it happens that some guardians of the orphans, under the pretext that

changing the property of the orphan is benefitable for the orphan, or it makes no

difference to change it, or if it remains it will be wasted, take the best and choice parts

of the properties of the orphans and put their own bad and undemanded properties in
:their places. The Qur'ān says

(,..." and do not exchange something bad (of yours) for something good (of theirs "... 

:The third instruction has been added as follows . 3

; ..." nor devour their property along with your own "... 

This sentence means that: do not mix the property of the orphans with your own

property so that its result ends to the possession of the whole. Or, do not mix your

undesirable property with their good property so that its result be treading the rights

.of the orphans

At the end of the verse, to emphasize and prove the importance of the matter, that

:this kind of transgression to the property of the orphans is a great sin, it says

." for) it is surely a great crime "... )

****
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مکَُل بَاطَ  امَ  ْاوحُکِنافَ  یمَتَیَْلا  یِف  ْاوطُسِْقُت  َّلاأَ    ْ مْتْفخِ نْءِإو   3

عََبرُوَ ثَلَُثوَ  ِنلا  ینَْثمَءِاسَّ نَِّم 

مْکُُنمَْیأَ  ْ تْکلَمَ امَ  وْأَ  هًدَحِ  وَفَ  ْاوُلدِْعتَ  َّلاأَ  مُْتْفخِ  نْءِإف 

ْاوُلوعُتَ َّلاأَ  یَندْأَ  کَِل  ذَ 

And, if you fear that you cannot act equitably towards orphans, then marry those . " 3
;women who seem good to you, two, or three, or four

but if you (still) fear that you will not act justly (between them) then (marry) only one

.or someone your right hands have acquired

." That is more proper, that you may not deviate from equity

:Occasion of Revelation

Before Islam, it was customary in Arabia among many people that they took the

orphan girls to their houses under the name of defraying and guardianship and then

they married them and appropriated their property, too. They assigned even their

dowries less than what the ordinary amount was, since every thing was in their own

hand, and when they felt the least inconvenience from them, they would easily leave

.them off

At that time the verse was revealed and instructed the guardians of the orphans that

.they could marry the girl orphans if they observed justice about them completely

Commentary: verse 3

In this verse, another right, out of the rights of the orphans, is pointed out. It

admonishes that at the time of marrying the girl orphans, if you fear that you cannot

observe the right and justice about the conditions of matrimony, as well as their

:property, relinguish marrying them and refer to other women. It says

And, if you fear that you cannot act equitably towards orphans, then marry " 
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, ..." those women who seem good to you

Then, it adds that you may choose from among them two or three or four to marry

:with. It says

; ..." two, or three, or four "... 

So, immediately after that it continues saying that this is in the case that you keep the

perfect justice. But, if you fear that you do not observe justice unto those wives of

yours, you must suffice to only one wife, so that you keep away from imposing cruelty

:and transgression against others. It says

,but if you (still) fear that you will not act justly (about them) then ( marry) only one "... 
..."

Or, instead of taking a second wife, you may take advantage of the She-slave that

you have, because their conditions are less heavy, although they must enjoy of their

:own rights, too. it says

. ..." or someone your right hands have acquired "... 

This action choosing only one wife or your slave, better prevents you from cruelty and

:deviating from the path of equity. It says

." That is more proper that you may not deviate from equity "... 

:Justice about Wives

What a man is enjoined to observe in justice about his wife is the observance of the

equity in one's practical conditions and outward aspects of life, because applying

(justice in heartily affections is out of the ability of man. (1
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some women become widows. 2. Women have monthly periods when no association

occurs. 3. Few of the young men are willing to marry a widow woman. 4. Not all of the

husbandless widows are pious or have the power to control themselves. Therefore,
either, for the consent of the first husband, the rights of the widows should be

ignored, or the problem must be solved by a project. Thus, basing on some conditions,
.men can marry a second wife in order to solve the difficulty of the both parties
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:Explanations

Islam is the supporter of the deprived class of the socity, especially the orphans, . 1
and the girl orphans in particular, emphatically on the subject of chastity, matrimony,

.and misusing them

It is not necessary to be assured of inequity of yourself to abandon marrying the . 2
.orphans, but probability and fear from it of your own side, is enough either

.In choosing a wife, heartily willing is a principal . 3

.On the whole, Islam agrees with conditioned polygamy for men . 4

****
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اسًْفَن ِم  هُْنّ ْ ءٍ  یْش نعَ  مْکَُل  نَْبطِ  نءِإف  هًلَحِْن   ّ َ نَهِتاقَدُصَ ِنلا  ءَاسَّ ْاوُتاءَوَ   4

اًئیرم ائیِنهَ  هُوُلکُفَ 

And give women their dowries as a free gift, but if they, of themselves, be pleased . " 4
." to give up to you something of it, then consume it with pleasure and wholesomely

Commentary: verse 4

Concerning the above verse where this term has been applied, it can be explained

that the Arabic term /nihḷah/, as Rāqib Esfahānī has said, is derived from /nahḷ/ in the

sense of `bee'. Since a bee gives honey to people and expects nothing, so, a present

/. is also called /nihḷah

An Islamic tradition indicates that the finest properties should be used in three

occasions: 1. Dowry 2. Hajj pilgrimage 3. Shroud. If you spend your best properties in
(paying dower, your offsprings will be of the righteous.(1

:Explanations

.Paying dower of the wife (which is her right) is obligatory . 1

Dower sum is not the rate of a lady, but it is a wedding gift and the sign of affection . 2
.and friendship

, ..." And give women their dowries as a free gift " 

.Dowry is the gift of man to the woman, and never it is her cost . 3

However, we must know that dower is a financial support for the woman at the

.probable time of separation and as a compensation of her damage

A woman has the right of possession of her dower. Thus, the parents and relatives . 4
.of the lady have no right at all to take it for themselves

.A woman is free to take her dowry or donate it . 5
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, ..." but if they, of themselves, be pleased to give up to you something of it "... 
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.A wholesome wealth is that which whose owner bestows willingly and pleasantly . 6

but if they, of themselves, be pleased to give up to you something of it, then "... 
." consume it with pleasure and wholesomely

The extrinsic consent is not enough, but heartily consent is essential when the . 7
Qur'ān says: " of themselves". Then, unwillingly given or compulsory remits are not

.valid

****
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امًیَِق مْکَُل  هَُّللا  لَعَجَ  یِتَّلا  مُکَُل  وَْمأَ  ءَاهَفَُّسلا  ْاوُتؤُْت  لاَوَ   5

مْهُوسُکْاوَ اهَیِف  مْهُوُقزُرْاوَ 

افًورُْعَّم لاًوْقَ  مْهَُل  اوُلوُقوَ 

And do not give the feeble-minded your property which Allah has made for you a . " 5
,(means of) support, but feed them and clothe them therewith

." and speak to them with kind words

Commentary: verse 5

In Islamic literature distrustful winebibbers, in Arabic, are called /safīh/ `feeble-
minded'. Therefore, personal properties and public properties should not be put under

.the authority of some unreliable persons

Some Islamic traditions indicate that the vast sense of the term "feeble -minded"

covers evil-doers, too. The secret that property should not be given unto their control

.is that ` property ' is the consistence of the society

Thus, giving any position, responsibility and secret imformation, upon which the

consistence of the society depends, to the persons who are habitually wrong-doers, is
.not right

:Explanations

Those who are feeble-minded, winebibbers, and unrestrained should not be . 1
.authoritative in economy and wealth

When the feeble-minded have authority over even their own property, it is . 2
.economically harmful for your property, too

(. It is notable that the verse says: " your property " and it does not say: their property)

And do not give the feeble-minded your property which Allah has made for you a " 
, ..." (means of) support
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In daily affairs, economical expediencies of the society and mental development . 3
.ought to be noted to

...." And do not give the feeble-minded your property " 
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.The feeble-minded persons are not admissible to use their properties themselves . 4

The financial and economical authorities of the system should be chosen from . 5
.among some upright and experienced persons

 ..." And do not give the feeble-minded " 

The contractors of the economical agreements must not be some wrong-doers and . 6
.sinners

Wealth is a means of rising-up. Then, if wealth is not utilized as a means of rising-up . 7
in a country, the economical system there is ill and its excecutor is a feeble-minded

.person even if he has got P.H.D. in economics

.Wealth is for the consistence of life, economics, and the leaver of the system . 8

, ..." which Allah has made for you a (means of) support "... 

Capitals must not remain stagnantly. The wealth of the orphans and the feeble- . 9
minded persons should also be applied in the current of production and

profitableness, so that its income can be enough for their lives to run and nothing of

.their capital would be spent

, ..." but feed them and clothe them therewith "... 

.The spiritual status and personality of the deprived must be regarded to . 10

." and speak to them with kind words "... 

****
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ِنلا حَاکَّ ْاوغُلََب  اذَءِإ  یَّتحَ  یمَتَیَْلا  ْاوُلتَْباوَ   6

مْهَُل وَْمأَ  مْهِْیَلءِإْاوعُفَدْافَ  ادًشْرُ  ِم  مْهُْنّ مُتسَْناءَ  نْءِإف 

فْفِْعتَسْیَْلفَ ایِنغَ  نَاکَ  نمَوَْاورُبَکْیَ  نأَ  ارًادَِبوَ  افًارَسْءِإاهَوُلکُأْتَ  لاَوَ 

فِورُْعمَْلاِب لْکُأْیَْلفَ  ارًیقِفَ  نَاکَ  نمَوَ 

مْهِْیلَعَ ْاودُهِشْأَفَ   ْ مْهَلاوَْمأَ مْهِْیَلءِإ  مُْتْعفَدَ  اذَءِإف 

ابًیسِحَ هَِّللاِب  یفکَوَ 

.And do test the orphans until they reach the age of marriage . " 6

Then, if you find in them maturity, make over to them their property and do not

;consume it wastefully and hastily lest they should grow up

and whoever (of the guardians) is rich, let him abstain (from taking something of the

.property of the orphans) and whoever is poor, let him devour reasonably

;Then, when you make over to them their property, take witnesses over them

." and Allah is enough as a Reckoner

Commentary: verse 6

Another instruction has been given in this verse about the orphans and the fate of

:their property. It begins thus

...." And do test the orphans until they reach the age of marriage " 

Then, it continues saying that, at this time, if you find enough maturity in them that

:they are able to run their affairs upon their own property, return it to them. It says

..." Then, if you find in them maturity, make over to them their property "... 

Here, it remarks to the guardians again that they should not devour the property

:belonging to the orphans wastefully before the orphans grow up. It says
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; ..." and do not consume it wastefully and hastily lest they should grow up "... 

Another matter is that if the guardians of the orphans are rich, they
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must never take anything, under any plea, from the property of the orphans. But if

they are poor, for the labours they bear to protect orphans' properties, they,
observing justice, can only take their recompenses from those properties. Here is the

:concerning statement

and whoever (of the guardians) is rich, let him abstain (from taking something of "... 
...." the property of the orphans) and whoever is poor, let him devour reasonably

Then, it refers to the last ordinance of this group of ordinances about the guardians of

the orphans. It orders that when you want to deliver their property to them, to avoid

:any accusation or any conflict, take witnesses. It says thus

; ..." Then, when you make over to them their property, take witnesses over them "... 

At the end of the verse it remarks that you must know that the real reckoner is Allah

and the most important thing is this fact that your account is clear with Him. So, if you

commit any treachery, which is concealed to the witnesses, He will reckon it.
:Therefore, it says

." and Allah is enough as a Reckoner "... 

****
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نَوُبرَْقلاَْاوَ نِادَِل  وَْلا  كَرَتَ  ِم  اَّمّ بٌیصَِن  لِاجَرِّلِّل   7

هُْنِم َّلقَاَّمِم  نَوُبرَْقلاَْاوَ  نِادَِل  وَْلا  كَرَتَ  ِم  اَّمّ بٌیصَِن  ِنلِلوَ  ءِآسَّ

اضًورُْفَّم ابًیصَِن  رَُثکَوْأَ 

,Men shall have a portion of whatever the parents and the near relatives leave . " 7

,and women shall have a portion of whatever the parents and the near relatives leave

." be it little or much, (it is) a decreed portion

:Occasion of Revelation

One of the companians of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) passed away. His cousins divided his

wealth among themselves though he had left some small children, and they gave

nothing of it to his wife and children. According to their custom, affected from the Age

of Ignorance, they believed that only those were inheritors who had the power of

fighting. Then, responding to the grievance of the wife of that man and receiving the

Divine revelation of the above verse, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) called the above

.mentioned cousins and told them to return the properties to the principle inheritors

Commentary: verse 7

In the law of Islam, not only men but also women have the right of inheritance, and . 1
.the religion of Islam is the protector of the rights of women, too

Men shall have a portion of whatever the parents and the near relatives leave, and " 
, ..." women shall have a portion of whatever the parents and the near relatives leave

In this religion, division of inheritance basing on the power and ability of fighting is . 2
.forbidden

.The principal is the justly division of inheritance, not its amount . 3
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, ..." be it little or much "... 

.The standard of the portion of inheritance is invariable . 4

." it is) a decreed portion "... )

****
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نُیکِسَمَْلاوَ یمَتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  ْاوُلوْأُ  هَمَسْقِْلا  رَضَحَاذَءِإو   8

هُْنِّم مهُوُقزُرْافَ 

افًورُْعَّم لاًوْقَ  مْهَُل  ْاوُلوُقوَ 

And when the relatives and orphans and the needy are present at the division (of . " 8
." heritage), give them (something) out of it and speak to them kind words

Commentary: verse 8

An Ethical Ordinance

Certainly this verse has been revealed after the law of division of heritage, because it
:says

And when the relatives and orphans and the needy are present at the division (of " 
(, ..." heritage), give them (something

Though the terms ` orphans ' and ` the needy ' are mentioned in the abstract form,
.the purpose of it is the orphans and the needy of the relatives

:Then, at the end of the verse, it says

." and speak to them kind words "... 

****
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هًَّیرِّذُ مْهِفِْلخَ  نِْم  ْاوکُرَتَ  وَْل   َ نَذَِّلا شَخْیَْلوَ   9

ادًیدِسَ لاًوْقَ  ْاوُلوقُیَْلوَ   َ اللهَا ْاوقَُّتیَْلفَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  ْاوُفاخَ  افًعَضِ 

,And let those fear who, if they left behind them weakly children . " 9

would fear on their account, so let them be in awe of Allah, and let them speak right

." words

Commentary: verse 9

As the Islamic literature denotes, devouring the wealth of orphans has reflections

both in this world and in the coming world. In this world, as the verse indicates, the

damage reaches to the offsprings, and in the Hereafter, there will be the Hell Fire

((which is referred to in the next verse).(1

The meaning of the verse may refer to the prohibition of abnormal donations and

bequests that they bequeath or remit the whole property they have lest their small

(and weak children be left in poverty and misfortane after their death.(2

Again, the verse may work as a recommendation to those who have handicaped

(offsprings in order that, by proper plannings, they would provide for their future.(3

:Explanations

We must substitute the conditions of others with those of ours, to recognize the . 1
.pains and difficulties better

We ought to treat the orphans with a manner that we like our orphans to be treated

.with it

And let those fear who, if they left behind them weakly children, would fear on their " 
, ..." account

.Whoever does a wrong action, he himself will receive its fruit . 2
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Transgression against the orphans of other people today will appear in the form of a
.custom in the society tomorrow, and it will involve our own orphans, too

In methods of propagation, affections and innate dispositions should be utilized, . 3
.too

, ..." if they left behind them weakly children "... 

Beside providing food and clothing, the orphans are in need of love, affection, and . 4
.guidance

. " and let them speak right world "... 

There should be neither treachery in the property of the orphans, nor shortcoming . 5
.in their training, nor harshness in speech to them

, ..." so let them be in awe of Allah "... 

****
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امًْلظُ یمتَیَْلا  وَْمأَ لَ  نَوُلکُأْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنءِإ   10

ارًاَن مْهِِنوطُُب  یِف  نَوُلکُأْیَ  امََّنءِإ 

ارًیعِسَ نَوْلَصْیَسَوَ 

,Verily; those who devour the properties of the orphans unjustly . " 10

." certainly they swallow Fire into their bellies, and they shall enter the burning Fire

Commentary: verse 10

In Tafsir Al-Mīzān, this verse has been taken as an evidence for the embodiment of

deeds in Hereafter.(1) Devouring the property of the orphan will turn to Fire on

.Resurrection Day

Devouring the property of the orphan is unlawful when it is done unjustly and with

transgression. Else, the usual holding familiar intercourse, which does not cause a loss

or damage to the orphans and there is not any evil intention towards devouring their

(property, is admissible. The Qur'ān says: (2

they are your brothers. And Allah knows well the mischief-maker from the peace- "... 
; ..." maker

:Explanation

The apparent shape, here, is devouring the property of the orphan, but the real

.feature of it will be made manifest in the form of Fire in the Hereafter

****

Section 2

Law of Inheritance
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(Al-Mizan, commentary, vol. 4, p. 336 (Persian Version 1 - 1
Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 220 2 - 2
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نِْییَثَنلاُْا ظِّحَ  لُْثِم  رِکََّذلِل  مْکُدِاَلوْأَ  یِف  هَُّللا  مُکُیصِوُی   11

كَرَتَامَ اثَُلُث  َّنهُلَفَ  نِْیتَنَْثا  قَوْفَ  ءًاسَِن   ّ َ نَک نءِإف 

ِنلااهَلَفَ فُصّْ هًدَحِ  تَْناکَ وَ  نءِإو 

دٌَلوَ هَُل    َ نَاکَ نءِإ  كَرَتَ  اَّمِم  سُدُُّسلا  ِم  امَهُْنّ دٍحِ  لِّکُِل وَ  هِْیوََبلاَِوَ 

ثُُلُّثلا ِملاُِفَ  هِّ هُاوََبأَ  هَُثرِوَوَ  دٌَلوَ  وهَُّل  نکُیَ  مَّْل  نءِإف 

نٍْیدَوْأَ اهَِب  یصِوُی  هٍَّیصِوَ  دِْعَب  منِم  سُدُُّسلا  ِملاُِفَ  هِّ هٌوَخْءِإ  هَُل  نَاکَ  نءِإف 

اعًْفَن مْکَُل  بُرَْقأَ  مْهُُّیأَ  نَورُدْتَ  مْکُؤُانَْبأَوَ لاَ  مْکُؤُاَباءَ 

امًیکِحَ امًیِلعَ  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ  هَِّللا  ِم  نَّ هًضَیرِفَ 

Allah enjoins you concerning your children: The male shall have the equal of the . " 11
portion of two females; and if they are more than two females, then they will have

two-thirds of the inheritance; and if there is (only) one, she will have the half; and as

for his parents, each of them shall have a sixth part of the inheritance if he has a child,
but if he has no child and his parents be his heirs, then his mother shall have the third,
and if he has brothers, then his mother shall have the sixth after (the payment of) a
bequest he may have bequeathed or a debt. You do not know which of your parents

.and your children is closer to you in usefulness

." This is) an ordinance from Allah. Verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise)

Commentary: verse 11

There are ordinances of inheritance mentioned in some other religions, too. For

instance, in the Torah, the Book of Numbers, Chapter 27, verses 8 to 11 some laws of

:inheritance are referred to. They are as follows

And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no . 8
son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his
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.daughter

.And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren . 9

And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's . 10
.brethren

And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his . 11
kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be unto

(the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the Lord commanded Moses.(1

It should also be noted that Jesus (a.s.) has approved, in the Bible, the same law of the

.Turah

In Islam, the inheritance of a person, who has no inheritor, is given to the Islamic

.judge and Imam

.The pre-Islamic Arab deprived women and small children from inheritance

:The Portions of Inheritance

In this verse, the ordinance of the first class of inheritors (children, fathers, and

.mothers) has been mentioned

:At first, it says

Allah enjoins you concerning your children: The male shall have the equal of the " 
;..." portion of two females

This meaning is a kind of emphasis on the portion of daughters taking from the

inheritance and challenging with the traditions of the people in the Age of Ignorance

.who deprived women totally

Then the verse denotes that if the heirs of the diseased are exclusively two daughters

:or more than that, two-thirds of the inheritance belongs to them. It says

and if they are more than two females, then they will have two-thirds of the "... 
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; ..." inheritance

But if there remains only one daughter, she will have half of the

p: 381

The Holy Bible containing the Old and New Testaments, Printed by: London, the  1 - 1
British and Foreign Bible Society
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:whole inheritance. The verse says

; ..." and if there is (only) one, she will have the half "... 

Now, the inheritance of fathers and mothers, who are also involved in the first class of

:inheritors and are in the same row with the children, is classified in three states

The first state: is when the diseased person has an offspring or offsprings; then there

will be one sixths of the inheritance for the father and again the same portion for

:mother. It says thus

and as for his parents, each of them shall have a sixth part of the inheritance if he "... 
, ..." has a child

The second state: is when there exists no child and the inheritors are only the parents.
In this case one thirds of the whole wealth belongs to the mother and the rest of it

:belongs to the father, as the verse says

but if he has no child and his parents be his heirs, then his mother shall have the "... 
, ..." third

The third state: is when the inheritors are only parents and he has no offspring but he

has brother(s) from the side of his parents or only from the side of his father. Then,
the portion of the mother decreases from one third to one-sixth and the remaining

:five-sixth of the inheritance belongs to the father. It says

, ..." and if he has brothers, then his mother shall have the sixth "... 

In fact, brothers, who do not inherit anything, prevent the additional amount of the

inheritance of the mother, and that is why, in Arabic language, they are called: /hạ̄jib/
'. `chamberlain

Then, the Qur'ān says that all of these things are after fulfilling the bequest that the

:diseased has bequeathed, and paying his debts, saying thus

. ..." after (the payment of) a bequest he may have bequeathed or a debt "... 
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It should be noticed, of course, that only one third of the property can be bequeathed

on. Therefore, if a person bequeaths more than that, it is not valid unless the heirs

.permit

:In the next sentence, it says

You do not know which of your parents and your children is closer to you in "... 
. ..." usefulness
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:Then, at the end of the verse, it remarks that

. " This is) an ordinance from Allah. Verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise "... )

This statement is considered as an emphasis upon the former subjects so that there

.remains no place for people to bargain about the laws of the portions of heritance

?Why Is the Heritance of Man Equal of the Portion of Two Women

With reference to the Islamic literature we realize that this question has actively

.existed in the minds of people since the beginning of Islam

.They sometimes asked questions from the leaders of Islam on this regard

For example, it is narrated that Imam Ali-ibn-Musa-r-Ridā, in answer to this question,
said: " The fact that the portion of women from inheritance is equal to the half of the

portion of men is for the reason that when a lady marries she takes something

(dower) and man should give something. In addition to that, the life expenses of the

wife is upon the man while a woman has no responsibility for the expenses of man as

(well as that of herself."(1

****
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Arabic-English version of verse 12

دٌَلوَ َّنهَُّل  نکُیَ  مَّْل  نءِإ  مْکُجُ  وَزْأَ  كَرَتَامَ  فُصِْن  مْکَُلوَ   12

نٍْیدَ وْأَ  آهَِب  نَیصِوُی  هٍَّیصِوَ  دِْعَب  نِم  نَکْرَتَ  اَّمِم  عُُبُّرلا   ُ مُکلَفَ دٌَلوَ  َّنهَُل  نَاکَ  نءِإف 

دٌَلوَ مْکَُّل  نکُیَ  مَّْل  نءِإ  مُْتکْرَتَ  اَّمِم  عُُبُّرلا  َّنهَُلوَ 

مُتکْرَتَ اَّمِم  نُمُُّثلا   ّ َ نَهلَفَ دٌَلوَ  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  نءِإف 

نٍْیدَ وْأَ  آهَِب  نَوصُوُت  هٍَّیصِوَ  دِْعَب  ِم  نّ

ِمدٍحِاوَ امَهُْنّ لِّکُِلفَ  تٌخْأُ  وْأَ  خٌأَ  هَُلوَ  هٌأَرَْما  وِأَ  هًلَلَکَ  ثُرَوُی   ٌ لٌجرَ نَاکَ  نءِإو 

ءُآکَرَشُ مْهُفَ  کَِل  نِم ذَ  رَثَکْأَ  ْاوُناکَ  نءِإف  سُدُُّسلا 

رٍّآضَُم رَْیغَ  نٍْیدَ  وْأَ  آهَِب  یصَوُی  هٍَّیصِوَ  دِْعَب  نِم   ِ ثِلُّثلا یِف 

مٌیِلحَ مٌیِلعَ  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا   َ نَِم هًَّیصِوَ 

.And you will have half of what your wives leave, if they have no child . " 12

But if they have a child, then you shall have a fourth of what they leave after (the

;payment of) any bequest they may have bequeathed or a debt

,and they shall have a fourth of what you leave if you have no child

but if you have a child, then they shall have an eighth of what you leave after (the

.payment of) a bequest you may have bequeathed or a debt

And if a man or a woman leaves property to be inherited by neither parents nor

,offspring, and he (or she) has a brother or a sister

,then each of them two shall have a sixth

but if they are more than that, they shall be sharers in a third after (the payment of)
,any bequest that does not harm (others). (This is) an ordinance from Allah
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." and Allah is Knowing, Forbearing
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Commentary: verse 12

:Inheritance of Spouses from Each Other

In this verse, the explanation of the heritance of spouses from each other is stated.
:The verse, says

..." And you will have half of what your wives leave, if they have no child " 

But if they have a child or children, even if they are from another husband, only one

:fourth of her property belongs to you. It says

, ..." But if they have a child, then you shall have a fourth of what they leave "... 

This distribution is, of course, after paying the debts of the wife and fulfilling her

:bequests upon financial affairs, as the verse says

; ..." after (the payment of) any bequest they may have bequeathed or a debt "... 

And, if you have not any child, there will be a fourth of your heritance for your wives. It

:says

, ..." and they shall have a fourth of what you leave if you have no child "... 

Then, the portion of your wives will be one eighth of your property, except for the land

.the explanation of which is stated in jurisprudent books

It is in the case that you have a child, even though this child is from another wife. It

:says

...." but if you have a child, then they shall have an eighth of what you leave "... 

This division, similar to the previous division, is also done after the fulfilment of the

:bequest you have bequeathed and paying the debts. The verse, continues saying

. ..." after (the payment of) a bequest you may have bequeathed or a debt "... 
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:Then, it states the ordinance of the inheritance of sisters and brothers, when it says

And if a man or a woman leaves property to be inherited by neither parents nor "... 
offspring, and he (or she) has a brother or a sister, then each of them two shall have a

,..." sixth

The Arabic term /kalālah/ is used for the maternal sisters and brothers who have

inheritance from the diseased person. This situation is
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in the condition that there remains a maternal brother and sister from the diseased

person. But if they are more than one they will have, on the whole, one third. That is
.they must divide one third of the property among themselves

..." but if they are more than that, they shall be sharers in a third "... 

Then it adds that this is in the case that the bequest be performed formerly and the

.debts be separated from the property

. ..." after (the payment of) any bequest "... 

And, it is in the condition that it does not harm the inheritors through the bequest or

.confessing a debt

(. ..." that does not harm (others "... 

:So, at the end of the verse, for an emphasis, it says

." This is) an ordinance from Allah, and Allah is Knowing, Forbearing "... )

That is, this is a divine order which you must respectedly observe and He, Who has

enjoined you these ordinances, is cognizant of your interests and expedients, and He

is also aware of the intentions of the testators; yet, in the meantime, He is Forbearing

.and does not punish promptly those who treat against His command

****
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تٍَّنجَ هُْلخِدُْی  هَُلوسُرَوَ   َ اللهَا عِطُِی  نمَوَ  هَِّللا  دُودُحُ  کَْلِت   13

اهیِف نَیدِِلخَ  رُهَْنلاَْا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ 

مُیظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  کَِلذ  وَ 

These are limits (set) by Allah; and whoso obeys Allah and His Messenger, He will . " 13
,admit him into gardens beneath which rivers flow

;to abide therein forever

." and this is the great success

Commentary: verse 13

Following the discussion of inheritance in the previous verse, here, in this verse, the

:concerning laws are referred to as `the divine limits', where it says

; ..." These are limits (set) by Allah " 

.These are some limits which are forbidden to pass over or transgress

Therefore, those who transgress and break the bounds of these laws are known as

.sinners and criminals

:Then, it speaks about those who respect these limits by observing them, saying

,and whoso obeys Allah and His Messenger "... 

; ..." He will admit him into gardens beneath which rivers flow, to abide therein forever

:And, at the end of the verse, it adds

." and this is the great success "... 

****
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اهَیِف ادًِلخَ  ارًاَن  هُْلخِدُْی  هُدَودُحُ  َّدعَتَیَوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  صِْعیَ  نمَوَ   14

نٌیهُِّم بٌاذَعَ  هَُلوَ 

,And whoso disobeys Allah and His Messenger, and transgresses His limits . " 14

." He will admit him in Hell-Fire, to abide therein, and he shall have an abasing torment

Commentary: verse 14

In this verse, other side of the coin is discussed about and those groups, who are

:opposite to the people mentioned in the previous verse, are referred to. It says

,And whoso disobeys Allah and His Messenger, and transgresses His limits " 

, ..." He will admit him in Hell-Fire, to abide therein

Then, at the end of the verse, the final fate of such people is pointed out, where it

:says

." and he shall have an abasing torment "... 

In the former sentence, the bodily punishment of the Lord was referred to, while in
this concluding sentence, which speaks about abasing torment, the spiritual aspect of

.that punishment is pointed out

****
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Section 3, Dealing with women

Point

Punishment to immoral women and men

Tolerance for repentance Unlawful to treat women harshly

.Kindness to women enjoined

مْکُنِّم هًعََبرْأَ   ّ َ نَهْیلَعَْاودُهِشْتَسْافَ مْکُئاسَِّن  نِم  هَشَحِافَْلا  نَیِتأْیَ  یِتَّلاوَ   15

تِوُیُبْلا یِف  َّنهُوکُسِْمأَفَ  ْاودُهِشَ  نءِإف 

لاًیِبسَ َّنهَُل  هَُّللا  لَعَجْیَ  وْأَ  تُوْمَْلا  َّنهُاَّفوَتَیَ  یتحَ 

And as for those of your women who are guitly of lewdness, call to witness four of . " 15
you (Muslims) against them; then if they bear witness (to the fact), confine them to

." the houses until death takes them away or Allah makes some way for them

Commentary: verse 15

The punishment of filthy women who have husband and are polluted with lewdness is
:pointed out in the above verse, where it says

And as for those of your women who are guitly of lewdness, call to witness four of " 
; ..." you (Muslims) against them

:Then, the verse continues saying

then if they bear witness (to the fact), confine them to the houses until death takes "... 
 ..." them away

Thus, the punishment of lewdness for the women who have husband has been

.assigned `life imprisonment' in this verse

:But, immediately after that, it says
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." or Allah makes some way for them "... 

From the above mentioned sense, it is understood that this ordinance had been a

temporary ordinance, because later the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) issued the divine

ordinance of `stoning', the explanation of which is found in Islamic literature and the

.books of jurisprudence where you may refer to it

****
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احَلَصْأَوَاَباتَ نءِإف  امَهُوذُافََ  مْکُنِم  اهَِنیَِتأْیَ   ِ نِذََّلاوَ  16

آمَهُْنعَ ْاوضُرِعْأَفَ 

امًیحَِّر اًباَّوتَ   َ نَکَ هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

And when two of you commit it (lewdness) punish them both, but if they repent . " 16
and amend, then turn aside from them. Verily Allah is Oft-returning (to mercy), the

." Merciful

Commentary: verse 16

In this verse the ordinance of fornication is stated. It indicates that the man and

woman, who have not spouses and commit this indecent action, lewdness, both must

:be punished. It says

; ..." And when two of you commit it (lewdness) punish them both " 

,The punishment mentioned in this verse is a general punishment

while verse No. 2 from Sura Nūr, No. 221, which assigns one hundred stripes for each

.of the two parties, can be a commentary and an explanation upon the above verse

At the bottom of the verse, it points to the matter of repentance and forgiveness

:about these kinds of sinners, and says

but if they repent and amend, then turn aside from them. Verily Allah is Oft- "... 
." returning (to mercy), the Merciful

In the meantime, it is understood from this ordinance that the persons who have

.repented of their faults should never be blamed for their former sins

****
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ءَوُّسلا نَوُلمَْعیَ   َ نَذَِّلِل هَِّللا  یلَعَ  هَُبوَّْتلا  امََّنءِإ   17

مْهِْیلَعَ هَُّللا   ُ بُوُتیَ کَئَلوْأُفَ  بٍیرِقَ  نِم  نَوُبوُتیَ  َّمُث  هٍَلاهَجَِب 

امًیکِحَ امًیِلعَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ 

Verily repentance with Allah is only for those who do evil ignorantly and then . " 17
repent soon. So, these are they toward whom Allah returns (mercifully) and Allah is

." All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 17

In the previous verse, the subject of the fulfilment of stripes upon those who commit

indecency, fornication, as their punishment with repentance, was clearly stated. In

:the above verse, some of its conditions are mentioned, too. It says

..." Verily repentance with Allah is only for those who do evil ignorantly " 

The purpose of the usage of the term `ignorantly' in the above mentioned verse is the

violence of instincts and the domination of the strong low desires, and their conquest

over the strength of intellect and faith. In this state, the knowledge of man about sins,
although does not vanish completely, under the influence of those strong instincts

becomes affected and, actually, remains futile. So, when the knowledge of man loses

.its effect, it will practically be equal to ignorance

In the next sentence, the Qur'ān has pointed to one of other conditions of repentance,
:where it says

. ..." and then repent soon "... 

That is, they regret from their actions soon and return to Allah, since a complete

repentance is that which, on the whole, wipes out the remaining effects of sins from

.the spirit and mind of the person

:After mentioning the conditions of repentance, the verse concludes as such
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So, these are they toward whom Allah returns (mercifully) and Allah is All-Knowing, "... 
." All-Wise

****
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رَضَحَ اذَءِإ  یَّتحَ  ِیَّسلا  تِائَّ نَوُلمَْعیَ   َ نَیذَِّلِل هَُبوَّْتلا  تِسَْیَلوَ   18

نَآَْلا تُْبُت  یِّنءِإَلاقَ  تُوْمَْلا  مُهُدَحَأَ 

امًیِلأَ اًباذَعَ   ْ مْهَل اَندْتَعْأَ  کَئَلوْأُ  رٌاَّفکُ  مْهُوَ  نَوُتومُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  لاَوَ 

And repentance is not for those who go on doing evil deeds until death comes to . " 18
one of them, he says: `Verily now I repent', nor for those who die while they are

." disbelievers. Those are they for whom We have prepared a painful torment

Commentary: verse 18

:Those whose repentance is not accepted is referred to in this verse. It says

And repentance is not for those who go on doing evil deeds until death comes to one " 
:of them, he says

,'..." Verily now I repent`

The second group whose repentance is also not accepted are those who pass away

:while they are infidels. The verse says about them

. ..." nor for those who die while they are disbelievers "... 

In fact, the verse indicates that those who have repented from their sins and they had

been safe and sound and had a good faith, but at the time of death they were not

.faithful, their former repentance is futile, too

:At the end of the verse, it says about both groups

." Those are they for whom We have prepared a painful torment "... 

****
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ِنلاْاوُثرِتَ اهًرْکَءَاسَّ نأَ  مْکَُل  ُّلحِیَ  ْاوُنمَاءَ لاَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَیَ   19

َّنهُومُُتْیتَاءَ امَ  ضِْعبَِب  ْاوُبهَذْتَِل  َّنهُوُلضُْعتَ  لاَوَ 

فِورُْعمَْلاِب َّنهُورُشِاعَوَ  ِیبَُّم  هٍنَّ هٍشَحِافَِب  نَیِتأْیَ  نأَ  َّلاءِإ 

اًئْیشَ ْاوهُرَکْتَ  نأَ  یسَعَفَ  َّنهُومُُتهْرِکَ  نءِإف 

ارًیِثکَارًْیخَ هِیِف  هَُّللا  لَعَجْیَوَ 

!O' you who have Faith . " 19

,It is not lawful for you to inherit the women against their will

and do not straiten them in order that you may take a part of what you have given

,them

;unless they are guilty of manifest lewdness

but deal kindly with them, and if you hate them, it may be that you dislike a thing while

." Allah has placed abundant good in it

:Occasion of Revelation

It is narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) that the above verse was revealed about the

men who used to keep their wives without treating with them as a spouse, waiting for

(their death in order to possess their properties.(1

Commentary: verse 19

The verse may hint to the fact that only the wealth is heritable, and the wife of a man

after his death does not belong to any one as heritage. After the death of her first

.husband, a woman can choose another husband with her own decision
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:Explanations

.Islam is the defender of the rights of women . 1

,O' you who have Faith! It is not lawful for you to inherit the women against their will " 
..."

.Women have the right of possession . 2

...." to inherit the women "... 

.Conjugal life should be based on mutual love, not on taking possession of wealth . 3

.Taking back the dower forcefully is unlawful . 4

and do not straiten them in order that you may take a part of what you have given "... 
, ..." them

, ..." unless they are guilty of manifest lewdness "... 

.Women should be treated well . 5

 ..." but deal kindly with them "... 

.Many of goodnesses lie among the unpleasant things . 6

and if you hate them, it may be that you dislike a thing while Allah has placed "... 
." abundant good in it

****
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مُْتْیتَاءَوَ جٍوْزَ  نَاکََّم  جٍوْزَ  لَادَْبِتسْا  مُُّتدرَأَ  نْءِإو   20

اًئْیشَ هُْنِم  ْاوذُخُأْتَ  لاَفَ  ارًاطَنِق  َّنهُادَحْءِإ 

انًیِبُّمامًْثءِإو انًتَهُْب  هَُنوذُخُأْتَأَ 

And if you intend to take one wife in place of another and you have given one of . " 20
.them a considerable property then do not take anything of it

 ? " Would you take it by slandering (her) and with manifest wrong

Commentary: verse 20

At the Age of Ignorance, when some men desired to marry another wife, he would

denigrate his first wife so that she had to remit her dower in order that the husband

might divorce her. After that, the husband could marry another woman with the same

dower that he had taken back. This verse blames the custom of the pagans of that

.time

:Explanations

.Remarriage is admissible from the point of Islam . 1

. ..." And if you intend to take one wife in place of another " 

.Divorce is in the authority of man . 2

Islam is the defender of the rights of women, and prohibits it if the second marriage . 3
.might waste the rights of the first wife

 ..." and you have given one of them considerable property "... 

.Wives have possession and their whole wealth must be given to them completely . 4

. ..." then do not take anything of it "... 

One of the worst sorts of transgression is taking the property of others by justifying, . 5
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.denigrating and defaming them

 ? " would you take it by slandering (her) and with manifest wrong "... 

****
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ضٍْعَب یَلءِإ  مْکُضُْعَب  یضَْفأَ  دْقَوَ  هَُنوذُخُأْتَ  فَْیکَوَ   21

اظًیِلغَ ِم  اقًاثَیّ مکُنِم  نَذْخَأَوَ 

And how can you take it (back) when one of you has already gone in to the other . " 21
 ? " and they have taken from you a firm covenant

Commentary: verse 21

This verse indicates that in the fulfilment of propagations and forbidding wrong,
human's affections should be utilized either. (You that, for a long time, have had a

whole relationship with your wife and have obtained your wishes, why do you take

 ? ( back her dower unjustly now

.Then, at the time of misfortunes of life, former pleasures should be remembered, too

? ..." And how can you take it (back) when one of you has already gone in to the other " 

.The marriage contract is a firm covenant; therefore, breach of promise is not proper

." and they have taken from you a firm covenant "... 

****
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ِنلا ءِاسَّ ِم  نَّ مکُؤُاَباءَ  حَکََن  امَ  ْاوحُکِنتَ  لاَوَ   22

لاًیِبسَءَاسَوَ اتًْقمَوَ  هًشَحِافَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنءِإ  فَلَسَ  دْقَ  امَ  َّلاءِإ 

,And do not marry women whom your father married . " 22

;except what has already passed

." verily it is indecent and hateful and it is an evil way

Commentary: verse 22

One of the customs in the pre-Islamic era of Ignorance was that whenever a person

(. passed away, his offsprings would marry their step mother (their fathers' wife

It happened that one of the Helpers, called Abū-Qays, passed away and his son

suggested to marry his step mother. The woman said that she should ask the matter

from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). When she went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

told him the matter, this verse was revealed and prohibited the marriage with step

.mother

,And do not marry women whom your father married " 

;except what has already passed

." verily it is indecent and hateful and it is an evil way

****
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Section 4, Women who may be taken in wedlock

Point

Unlawful to wed blood and foster relations Not to marry

two sisters at a time To marry free women

.Laws regards wedding slave girls

Arabic-English version of verse 23

مْکُُت وَخَأَوَ  مْکُُتانََبوَ  مْکُُتهََّمأُ  مْکُْیلَعَ  تْمَرِّحُ   23

تِخْلاُْا تُانََبوَ  خِلاَْا  تُانََبوَ  مْکُُتلَخَوَ  مْکُُتَّمعَوَ 

هِعَضََّرلا ِم  نَّ مکُُت  وَخَأَوَ  مْکُنَْعضَرْأَ  یِتَّلا   ُ مُکُتهََّمأُوَ

ِم نّ مکُرِوجُحُ  یِف  یِتَّلا  مُکُُبِئاَبرَوَ   ْ مْکآسَِن تُاهََّمأُوَ 

مُتْلخَدَ ْاوُنوکُتَ  مَّْل  نءِإف   ّ َ نَهِب مُتْلخَدَ  یِتَّلا  مُکُئاسَِّن 

مْکُِبالَصْأَ  ْ نْم نَیذَِّلا   ُ مُکئانَْبأَ لُئالَحَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانَجُ  لاَفَ  َّنهِِب 

فَلَسَ دْقَ  امَ  َّلاءِإ  نِْیتَخْلاُْا  نَْیَب  ْاوعُمَجْتَ  نأَوَ 

امًیحَِّر ارًوفُغَ  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنءِإ 

Forbidden to you (in marriage) are your mothers, and your daughters, and your . " 23
sisters, and your parental aunts and your maternal aunts, and daughters of your

brother and daughers of your sister, and your mothers that have suckled you, and

your foster sisters, and the mothers of your wives, and your step-daughters who are

in your guardianship (born) of your wives to whom you have gone in, but if you have

not gone in to them, there shall not be a sin on you (to marry their daughters), and the

wives of your sons who are of your own loins. And (it is forbidden to you) that you

should have two sisters together (at the same time), except what has already passed,
." verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful
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Commentary: verse 23

In this verse, those women with whom marriage is forbidden are pointed out. This

prohibition comes forth through three ways: 1) Birth of progeny, genealogical

(relationship; 2) marriage, (casual relationship); 3) suckling, (foster relationship

The marriages with the above mentioned relatives, which had occurred before the

revelation of this verse, were forgiven. The prohibition of marriage with some

relatives had been enjoined in the former divine religions, too. For example, the

:Torah, book of Leviticus, Chapter 18, verses 6 to 23 are as follows

None of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him, to uncover their . 6
.nakedness: I am the LORD

The nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not uncover: She is thy mother; thou shalt . 7
.not uncover her nakedness

The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's . 8
.nakedness

The nakedness of thy sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughter of thy mother, . 9
whether she be born at home, or born abroad, even their nakedness thou shalt not

.uncover

The nakedness of thy son's daughter, or of thy daughter's daughter, even their . 10
.nakedness thou shalt not uncover: for their's is thine own nakedness

The nakedness of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten of thy father, she is thy . 11
.sister, thou shalt not uncover her nakedness

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's sister: she is thy father's near . 12
.kinswoman

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy mother's sister: for she is thy . 13
.mother's near kinswoman
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Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy father's brother, thou shalt not . 14
.approach to his wife: she is thine aunt

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy daughter in law: she is thy son's wife; . 15
.thou shalt not uncover her nakedness

Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy brother's wife: it is thy brother's . 16
.nakedness
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Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and herdaughter, neither shalt . 17
thou take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her nakedness;

.for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness

Neither shalt thou take a wife to her sister, to vex her, to uncover her nakedness, . 18
.beside the other in her life time

Also thou shalt not approach uncover to a woman to uncover her nakedness, as . 19
.long as she is put apart for her uncleanness

Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with . 20
.her

And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt . 21
.thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD

.Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination . 22

:Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith . 23

.neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion

:Explanations

The authority of enjoining things to be unlawful (such as alcoholic liquore, some . 1
.bargains, and married women) is wholy up to Allah

Forbidden to you (in marriage) are your mothers, and your daughters, and your " 
sisters, and your parental aunts and your maternal aunts, and daughters of your

brother and daughters of your sister, and your mothers that have suckled you, and

, ..." your foster sisters, and the mothers of your wives

Consider the daughters of your wife from her previous husband who are brought . 2
into your house, as your own daughters, and be as a trainee for them, since you are

.their father
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and your step-daughters who are in your guardianship (born) of your wives to "... 
whom you have gone in, but if you have not gone in to them, then there shall not be a

(,..." sin on you (to marry their daughters

The wives of your sons, who are from your own dynasty, are unlawful for you to . 3
.marry, and the wives of your adopted sons, as well

...." and the wives of your sons who are of your own loins "... 
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The contemporary marriage with two sisters usually draws them toward personal . 4
jealousy and competition and, finally, their love and affections may be led to

:detestation. The prohibition may be for this reason. The verse says

And (it is forbidden to you) that you should have two sisters together (at the same "... 
(, ..." time

****

This is The End of Part Two

p: 401

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1914 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


REFERENCES

Arabic, Persian Commentaries

Tafsīr-i-Nemūneh, by A Group of Shi'ah Scholars with Ayatollah Makarim Shīrazī, . 1
Dār-ul-Kutub-il-Islāmiyyah, Qum, Iran, 1990/1410. - F

Majma`-ul-BayānfīTafsīr-il-Qur'ān, by Shaykh Abū Ali al-Fadl-ibn-il-Ḥusayn Al- . 2
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as-Saiyed Abul-Hassan `Ali ibn al-Ḥusayn ar-Radī al-Musawī, Translated by Saiyed Ali

.Raza, World Organization For Islamic Services (WOFIS), Tehran, Iran, 1980
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Nahjul Balāgha - Ḥazrat Ali, Translated by Sheikh Hassan Saeed, Chehel Sotoon . 4
.Library Theological School, Tehran, Iran, 1977

Al-Kāfī by ash-Shaykh Abu Ja`far Muhammad ibn Ya`qūb ibn Ishāq al-Kulaynī ar- . 5
.Rāzi, Translated and published by WOFIS, Tehran, Iran, 1982

Shī`a, by Allamah Sayyid Muhạmmad Ḥusayn Tabātabā'ī, translated by Sayyid . 6
.Hosein Nasr, Qum, Ansariyan Publications, 1981
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Williams Obstetrics, Pritchard, Jack A., 1921; MacDonald, Paul C., 1930,Appleton- . 7
.Century-Crofts, New York, U.S.A., 1976

The Encyclopedia Americana, Americana Corporation, New York, . 8
.Chicago,Washington, D.C., U.S.A., 1962

Compton's Encyclopedia and Fact-Index, F.E. Compton Company, printed in U.S.A., . 9
.1978

Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary of the English Language Unabridged, . 10
Second Edition, by Noah Webster, Published by the World Publishing Company,

.Cleveland and New York, U.S.A., 1953

Phraseological and Philological Sources

A Glossary of Islamic Technical Terms Persian-English, by M.T. Akbari and others, . 1
Edited by B. Khorramshahi, Islamic Research Foundation, Astan,Quds, Razavi,

.Mashhad, Iran, 1991

Al-Mawrid, a Modern Arabic-English Dictionary, Third Edition, by Dr. Rohi Baalbaki, . 2
.Dar el-Ilm Lilmalayin, Beirut, Lebanon, 1991

Elias' Modern Dictionary, Arabic-English, by Elias A. Elias Ed. E. Elias,Beirut, Lebanon, . 3
.1980

An Introduction to Arabic Phonetics and the Orthoepy of the Qur'ān, by Bahman . 4
.Zandi, Islamic Research Foundation, Astan, Quds, Razavi, Mashhad,Iran, 1992

A Concise Dictionary of Religious Terms Expressions (English-Persian Persian- . 5
.English), by Ḥussein Vahid Dastjerdi, Vahid Publications, Tehran,Iran, 1988

Arabic-English Lexicon, by Edward William Lane, Librarie Du Liban,Beirut, Lebanon, . 6
.1980

A Dictionary and Glossary, by Penrice B.A. Curzon Press Ltd., London,Dublin, . 7
.Reprinted, 1979
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Webster's New World Dictionary, Third College Edition, by David B. Guralnik, Simon . 8
.Schuster, New York, U.S.A., 1984

The New Unabridged English-Persian Dictionary, by Abbas Aryanpur (Kashani), Amir . 9
.Kabir Publication Organization, 1963

The Larger Persian English Dictionary, by S. Haim, published in Farhang Mo`aser, . 10
.Tehran, Iran, 1985
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INDEX

A

Abābeel, birds - 222

Abbas, the uncle of the prorhet (p.b.u.h.) - 66`

Abbreviated letters - 85`

Abdillah-ibn-'AbiSālim - 312`

Abdillah-ibn-Ja`far - 214`

Abdillah-ibn-Hazzān - 312`

Abdul-Qays - 319`

Abraham - his descendants are choice of Allah - 128

disputed with Nimrod upon the Lord - 27, 28 - 

family of - 130, 131 - 

seeing a corpse of a man being fed - 32 - 

Abundance in wealth is under the cause of giving charity - 49

AbūQays - 397

AbūSufyān - 281,318

Abūthar - 214

Abyssinia - 309, 356

Adam - 167, 361

:Adultery
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The sinners of it should be palted with stone - 114-

The story of two Jews - 114-

Age of Ignorance: 232,295,309,374,381,395

Ahlul-Bayt - 329

Ali-ibn-Mūsa-r-Ridā - 383

:Allah

all people should submit to - 201-

Asmā`-ul-Husnā - 21-

curse of - 207-

guardian of the believers - 26-

His mastership - 123-

His pure Essence - 323-

meaning of - 21-
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INDEX

particular appelation for God - 21-

power and signs of - 167,222,223,256-

real possesspr - 119-

some attributes of - 22 , 90-

son of - 167-

source of cognizance - 23-

wrath of - 264-

Allegorical verses in the Qur'ān - 91

Alms-giving: hiddenly is better - 52

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) - 60,62,71,131,222,345

Angels addressed Mary - 195

At-Tahq̣īq - 250

Awe of poverty is wrong - 48

Āyishah - 344'

B

Babylon : its king - 27

Banī-Qinqā - 331

Banī-Quraydah - 98

Banī-Qutfān - 363
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Banū-Harīthah - 255

Banū-Salmah - 255

Barren, was Zachariah's wife - 138

Battle of Badr - 100,256,280

,Battle of Uhud - 253,261,263,266,275,276,280,281,283,285,288,290,291,293

294,301,310,311,314,321,323,327

Baytul-Madāris - 331

Believers- when giving charity - 214

Best nation 240

Bilāl - 344

Book of Numbers - 380

Breachers of promise - 200

p: 406

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1924 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


INDEX

Byzantine - 366

c

Calamity : the begining of - 114

Charity- causes abundance in wealth - 49

concernung the believers - 214-

is praised by the Qur'ān - 36-

is a sign of Faith - 213-

the kind of property can be given in - 46-

Satan threatens of poverty when giving - 48-

should not be followed with reproach and injury - 40,41,43-

two ends it has when it is given: the needy ones, and Allah - 47-

children of Israel: - 188,380

a small group followed Jesus - 158-

objected about Ka`bah as Qiblah of Muslims - 220-

raised objection to the prophet of Islam - 216-

seven tribes who are Asbāt - 212-

Christ: (see also Jesus) - 166,167,173

:Christians

accepted that Adam is the creature of Allah - 167-
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objected Islam - 106-

of Najrān: - 169, 170-

researchers - 157-

said they were lovers of the Lord - 128-

went to the Propher (p.b.u.h.) - 167, 170-

Collusion: made with internal external factors - 119

Communication with disbelievers is conditioned for Muslims - 125

Companions of Ledge - 55

Constructors of Mosques - 105

Consultation: contains sympathy, development of talents ... - 302

Contemplation: pondering - 44

Cultural attack - 182,183
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INDEX

Curse: the meaning of - 207

D

Day of Judgement - 236, 304

Day of Resurrection - 329, 330

:Death

a general destiny - 337-

a gift of Allah - 349-

in the way of Allah (martyrdom) is better than the whole world - 299-

Decisive and allegorical verses in the Qur'ān

Descendants of Abraham, the choice of Allah - 128

Disciples of Jesus (a.s.) - 150

the utmost sincerity and theistic belief - 160-

Disobedience of a group of strivers in Uhụd - 291

Divine Justice is for all people equally - 117

E

Enemies of Muslims desire pain and loss for them - 256

Enjoining right and forbidding wrong - 233,240,242

Eternal Heaven - 268

Evangels from the tongue of Jesus (a.s.) - 157
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Eve - 361

Exhibition of Allah's Power and Signs - 222

Expressions of Jesus (a.s.) - 156

F

(Fāghūth : the father of Mary (a.s) and Ishā (Zachariah's wife

Fakhr-i-Rāzī - 344

Family of Imrān : means Moses and Aron - 130

Fanhās : a great Jewish man - 331
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INDEX

Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost - 157

Fatemat-uz-Zahrā (a.s.) - 131 , 136

Fire of Hell - 235 , 377

Fleeting pleasures - 354

Foreign policy due to unbelievers - 123

Formation of man in mother's womb - 90

G

Gabriel - 303

Gardens beneach which rivers flow - 102

General belief - 203

Givers of charity - 213

Godly acceptable religion - 205

Good doers - 267

Gracious Muslim - 214

Group of the people of the Book and vain thoughts - 196

Guardians of orphans are warned not to devour orphans' property - 372

Guidance of Allah - 200

H

:Hajj
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capability of - 223-

going to as duty - 224-

meaning of - 223-

performance of - 279-

Hamra'-ul-Asad - 321

Hannah, Imrān's spouse - 132

Heaven, its merits - 102

:Hereafter

deeds will be incarnated in front of us - 126-

good reward of - 287-

regret will be of no avail - 305-
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Holy pledge : - 199

Holy war : - 279,283,358

Honour should be sought only from Allah - 119

 : Hypocrites

had a wrong talk and thought about Allah - 295-

seek excusse - 306-

I

Ibn-`Abbas - 49

Ibn-Suriyā - 114

Idol-worshippers - 219

Imrān Ali - 345

family of - 130-

his wife wished to deliver a son, but she delivered Mary - 133-

informed his wife of a son to be prophet unto the Children of Israel-

133 - 

son of Māthān - 132-

spouse of - 132-

Imrān Ali - 345

Infidelity wastes the good deeds - 211

Inheritance of spouses from each others - 385
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Iran - 118

:Ishā

Zachariah's wife - 132-

sister of Hannah - 132-

Islam, the true religion with Allah - 108

:Israel

children of - 112-

:Intercession

is possible but by Allah's leave - 22-

is done only by Allah's leave - 211-
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INDEX

Interferance- in the world of nature and creation - 155

J

Jābir - 71

Ja`far Tayyār - 309

Jaushan Kabīr, Supplication - 86

Jerusalem - 220

.( Jesus (a.s

a group pllanned to hang him - 151-

could overcome the scientists of his time - 154-

to be held in honour in this world and the Hereafter - 147-

the miracle of - 153,155,145-

never claimed divinity - 196-

the only one who said about like that in the Qurān - 147-

was never killed - 162-

Jesus' grandmother was Hannoh - 132

The Jewish scholars of - 194

:The Jews

and usury - 263-

are always abased - 243-
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had a wrong imagination - 116-

not all of them are alilke - 245-

objected Islam - 108-

of Medina were living in welfare - 353-

slew prophets - 112-

k

Ka`bah

the first house - 220-

a sign of Islam - 221-

Khālid-ibn-Walīd - 66

Khazraj - 227
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INDEX

Kūfah - 154

Kursiy - is Allah's Knowledge, the expansion of which is larger than the

heavens end the earth - 23

L

Labbayk - 223

Law of Allah - 311

Ledge, the companions of - 55

The Lord- does not love the unjust

Love- orginate from one's intention - 129

M

Ma`bad-ul-Khazāī - 318

Marāqī - 344

Martyrs - 316

 : Mary

a cousin of Yahyā (John) - 132-

her mother was Hannah - 132-

means: a saint worshipping lady - 134-

story of - 130 , 146-

was added to the family members of Zachariah - 135-
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was addressed by angls - 145-

was named such by her mother - 134-

Mathān, the father of Imrān - 132

Mecca - 205

a divine safe city - 222 , 325-

Medina - 306,313,353

Miracle of Islam - 232

Miracles of Jesus (a.s.) - 153 , 155

Moses (a.s.) - 223 , 275

prophesized the advent of Jesus (a.s.) - 158-
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Muslims - a marvellous security after the Battle of Uhụd - 230

Mutual Curse - 171

N

New Testament - 87,340

Nuf Bakkālī - 345

:Nullification

of deeds - 113-

of disbelievers' plots by the Lord - 272-

of thoughts of the People of the Book - 196-

O

Old Testament - 340

Oneness of religion - 108

One Who is Great - 361

Opposition is not found against ` Dahwul-'Ard ' - 220

 - Order of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in Uhuḍ was disobeyed by some strivers

266

P

The people of the Book - 111,135,175,184,194,195,196,210,251,252,340

Pharaoh's men and rejecting prophets - 96

The pious and their qualities - 104, 105
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Polytheists - 219

Pondering is recommended by Allah - 44

Possessors of Knowledge' and its objective meaning - 106`

The principles of Islam - 204

The Prophecy that Muslims would be victorious against Iran Room - 118

The prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.): - 188,192,363

has been appointed for all human kind - 221-
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INDEX

his specialities mentioned in former Divine Books - 200-

never exceeded the limits of worship - 197-

warned Muslims of the evil plots - 227-

was asked to be honoured somehow privileged - 196-

 - was believed by some People of the Book from before his advent-

210

Q

Qiblah-of Muslims was objected - 220

:The Qur'ān

Allah monifested the miracle of - 154-

contains some miraculous pridictive verses - 163-

contains some true stories which are not found in former revealed-

Books. - 146

is for all human kind - 275-

points to the bounty of union - 232-

refers to infidelity sexteen times after faith - 236-

where Allah refers to a single person in the form of plural, an-

Umnah - 171, 172

 : Quraysh
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army of - 318-

soldiers of - 294-

Qurtabī - 344

R

Rāqib Esfahānī - 368

Recompences will be given due to Faith, good deed and piety - 117

Religion of Allah has developed in spite of many plots, invasions, and

accusations - 213

:Resurrection

belief in - 93-

Day of - 316-
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Righteousness and its branches - 213

Rod, the miracle of - 154

Room - 118

S

Sacred House - 223

 : Satan

temptations of, looks logical - 48-

threatens of poverty at the time of giving charity - 48-

Shāsh-ibn-Qays - 227

Similitudes for wealth in the way of Allah with Faith, or with injury - 41, 42

Sin and transgression is a preparation for greater sins - 243

Solomon - 220

Son of Allah: - 157,173,178

Spirit of theism - 121

Spiritual race - 267

Spouses and inheritance from each other - 385

Station of Abraham - 222

Story of Mary and her forefathers - 130

T

Tālūt - 119
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Temptation of Satan causes to refrain from giving charuty - 48

:Testaments

the new - 87,340-

the Old - 340-

Theology of Islam - 204

Those who slay Apostle - 110

:Torah

ordinances of inheritance - 380-

was perverted about Prophet Muhammad (P.b.u.h.) - 194-

p: 415

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1942 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


INDEX

:Traditions

.(: The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

 - Allah pumishes communities who go after usury and fornication-

71

business in usury is the worst job - 71-

first of all my relatives must abandon usury - 66-

most of my anxiety is about my Uummah - 71-

the one who builds upon a sandy land - 71-

punishing people is restread by Allah because of constructors of-

masques - 105

without trust worthiness one is faithless, and without fulfilling his-

prmises a person is religionless - 193

.(: Hadrat Ali (a.s

people should learn jurisprudense then go after trading - 71-

usures must be made repent - 60-

without knowing the laws of trading, it is falling in usury - 62-

.(: Imam Sajjad (a.s

used to recite verse 30 from `Āl-i-`Imran in Friday prayers - 126-

.(: Imam Bāqir (a.s
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 - about those men who used not to treat with their wives as spouses-

393

Allah has cursed the usurer, his agent, and the writer of usury - 66-

.(: Imam Sādiq (a.s

Allah has forbidden usury - 70

Allah revealed `Imrān that He would give him a son who could

heal the blind, the leprous and raise the dead to life - 133

the helpers of Jesus left him - 158-

If Allah allowed, the usurers would be beheaded - 60-

If usury were permitted, people would leave their businesses - 61-

the person who has not taken usury interest will be easy in Divine-

reckoning - 71

the reason of repetition of the verses of usury in the Qur'ān - 60-

two things from Allah and two things from Satan - 49-
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INDEX

.(: Imam Ridā (a.s

about the portion of women out of inheritance - 383-

the helpers of Jesus (a.s.) purified themselves and others both - 158-

invocated and Allah raised a woman to life again - 154-

usury is certainly an unlawful job - 71-

U

Uhud Mount - 266

Umm-us-Salamah - 351

:Union

importance of - 232-

invitation to - 231-

:Unity

of the messengers of Allah - 199-

of Allah - 223-

:Unjust

the objective meaning of - 51-

cannot be issued from the side of Allah - 239-

Unlawful things that became lawful by Jesus (a.s.) - 156

Uss Tribe - 255'
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Usurers have been likened to - 58

Usury and the verses of the Qur'ān - 59

Uthmān - 66

V

Vain thoughts of a group of the People of the Book - 196

Values of morals usually remains - 191

Vanity of prejudice - 188

(: Verse(s

about the battle of Uhụd - 263-

concerning with enjoining right and forbidding wrong - 233-
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INDEX

of the unity of the Messengers of Allah - 199 - 

Virtue of studying Sura Nisā, - 358

W

Will of Allah - 311

Wisdom of Allah - 121

Witness to our deeds is Allah - 225

Worshipping no god with Allah - 110

Wrath of Allah - 264

Y

(: Yahyā (John

became a chief of his tribe - 139-

cousin of Mary - 132-

Yazīd - 325

(: Yūnus (Jonah

about casting a lot - 146-

Z

:Zacharach

a cherisher and guardian of Mary - 135-

a token given to - 142-
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his prayer for a son was accepted by Allah - 139, 142-

his prophethood had been settled from his childhood - 139-

his wife was Ishā, daughter of Fāghūth - 132-

often found fresh wholesome fruit beside Mary's sanctury - 136-

was convinced by Allah's word - 141-

Zaynab-Kubrā - 325

Zoroasterians - 340

Zul-Qarnayn - 119
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Verses of the Quran and Traditions

میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

اًروُن مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای 

هیآ 174) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the " 
Qur'ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy

(Qur'ān 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 15  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکِّْذلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it " 
((from corruption)." (Holy Qur'ān 15: 9

مَوْیَ هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

هیآ 124) هط 02  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'ān), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Qur'ān 20: 124

هیآ 82) ءارسا 17  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِارقُْلا  نَِم  لُِّزنَُن  وَ 

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a healing and a " 
(mercy to those who believe...", (Holy Qur'ān 17: 82
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A Presentation to Muslims

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

: یلاعتَ هّللا  لَاق   " مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُا  لوسَُّرلا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  هّللا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای  " 

هیلآ 59 ءاسنلا 4- هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and " 

(those charged with authority among you..." (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

.( Those charged with authority' are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s )`

,and, at the time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned

.( pious, and just, should be referred to

هِّللا لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّرا  - صْنلاَْا هِّللادِْبعَ  نِْبرِِباج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحَ  یف  نِیدّلا   ِ لِمکِْا یِف 

وَ رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَِیذَّلا  رِْملاَْاوُلوُا  نْمَفَ  هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ 

نُْب دُِّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِْیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث  بٍِلاطیباَ ،  ُ نُب  ُّ یُلعَ مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب  نِْم  نَیمِلسْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ 

نُْب رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاَّصلا  َّمُث  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنِم  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباجَ ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  ٍّیلعَ 

، ٍّیِلعَ نُْب  نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍَّمحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  ٍّیِلعَ ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ،

هُرُکْذِ یلاعتَ  هُّللا  حُتَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نِْب   ِ نِسحَْلا نُْبا  هِدِابعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّللا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسَ وَ  َّمُث 

یلَعَ اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئآیِلواَ  هِِتعَیش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اهَبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْلاَْا وَ  قَرِاشَمَ  هِْیدَیَ  یلَعَ 

یف هِِب  عُافِتْنلاِْاَ  هِِتعَیشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج : لَاق  .نِامیلاِْل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  -لْ  هَفَ هِّللا 

عِافِتْناِکَ هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب  نَوعُفِتَْنیَ  هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب ¨ يذَّلاوَ ¨ يا ¨ لَا  - قفَ هِِتبَْیغَ ،

...بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا 
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هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 
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In ` Ikmāl-ud-Din ' a tradition, through ` Jābir-il-Ju`fī ', is narrated

from ` Jābir-ibn-`Abdillāh ' thus: " I said: ` O Messenger of Allah, we have

known Allah and His Apostle; then who is ` Ulul-Amr ', those that Allah

has made their obedience the same as your obedience? ' Then, the Prophet

p.b.u.h.) said: ` O Jābir! they are, after me, my successors and the Guides)

of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abitalib; then (Imam) Hassan, and

Imam) Husain; then Ali-ibn-il-Husain; then Mohammad-ibn- Ali; known)

in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! When you visit him, give

my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, Ja`far-ibn-Muhammad; and

;after him Mūsa-ibn-Ja`far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhạmmad-ibn-Ali

(then Ali-ibn-Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes

Al-Ghā'im whose name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah's

Authority on the Earth and His Remainder amongst His servants. He is

the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-`Askarī). This is the very personality

by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and Wests of the worlds and this

is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and his lovers

in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except

." for the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ` O' Messenger of Allah! will his followers

avail of him during his occultation? ' He answered: ` Yes. By the One Who
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appointed me to prophethood, they will seek brightness from his light and

will avail by devotion in his absence the same as the availing of people from

 '..." the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253' with nearly similar meaning, in Yanābī-`ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

: یلاعتَ هُّللا  لَاق   " يوهَْلا نِعَ  قُطِْنیَ  ام  یحوُی وَ  یٌحْوَ  لاِّا  وَهُ  نِْا  " 

هیلآ 3 و 4 ( - 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does the Apostle speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation " 

 " that is revealed

(Sura Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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(: ص  ) هّللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

" یترَْتعِ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  یَلِا  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمْمَ  لٌْبحَ  هِّللا  بُاتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، هِّللا وَ  بَاتکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  مْکُیِف  كٌرِا  یّنِا ت-

ینوفُُلخْتَ اذامِب  اورُظُْنافَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امهَُّناَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا  فَیطلّلا  َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُهْأَ 

(: ص  ) یبَّنلا لَاق  :" رخَا ثٍیدحَ  یف  وَ  امهِِب " مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  ام  اوُّلضِتَ 

هحفص 17 دلج 3  لبنح ، نبدمحا  دنسُم  هحفص 90 و  رابخلاا ، یناعم 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " I leave behind me two weighty (very

worthy and important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān), which is

a stretched string from the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my

Ahlul-Bait; for verily Allah, The Merciful, The Aware, informed me that

never, never, will these two get separated from each other until they meet

me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance). Therefore, be

careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me) ". And, in

another tradition it is added: " Never, never, shall you get astray if you

." attach yourselves to these TWO

Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, Musnad Ahṃad-ibn-Ḥanbal, Vol. 3, p. 17, and)
other

books from the Sunnite School and Shi`ah School mentioned in Ihq̣āq-ul-Haqq, Vol. 9,
p. 309

(to 375

: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

سانلا اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  اًدبع  هّللا  محر 
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انوعبت انملاک لا  نساحم  اوملع  ول  مهناف 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 -  رابخلاا  یناعم 

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said

May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our " 

commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and

teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and goodnesses

." of our speech, surely they would follow us

(Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 180 `Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, V. 1, p. 207)
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The list of publications of the library

There are 260 Arabic/Farsi Commentaries (Tafsir) Available at the

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library as Sources for This Commentary

:and Among Them are the Following

-Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Karīm by `Allāmah as - Sayyid `Abdullāh Shubbar, Dār-u . 1

Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

,Tafsīr-ul-Qummī by Abil-Hasan `Alī ibn Ibrāhīm-il-Qummī, Dār-ul-Kitāb, Qum, Iran . 2

A.H. - A 1968/1387

Fi-Zilāl, Sayyid-i-Qutb; Dār-u-Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut,Lebanon,1967/1386 -A . 3

,At-Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif by Muhammad Jawād Muqniyah, Dār-ul `ilm lil-Malāyīn, Beirut . 4

Lebanon, 1970 - A

Tafsīr-is-̣Sạ̄fī by al-Fayd-il-Kāshānī, al-A`lamī lil-Matbu`āt, Beirut,Lebanon, . 5
1979/1399

A

,Manhaj-us-̣Sạ̄diqīn by Fathụllāh Kāshānī, `Ilmiyyah Islāmiyyah Bookshop . 6

Tehran, Iran - F

Tafsīr-i-Abulfutūh Rāzī by ash-Shaykh Abulfutūh Rāzī, Islamiyyah Bookshop, . 7
,Tehran

Iran, 1973/1393 A.H. - F

Tafsīr-i-Rūh-̣ul-Ma`ānī by al-Ālūsī al-Baqdādī, Dār-u-Ihyā'it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, . 8
,Beirut
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Lebanon 1985/1405 - A

,Tafsīr - i - al - Manār (Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Ḥakīm), by Mohammad Rashīd Ridā . 9

Dār-ul-Ma`rifat, Beirut, Lebanon, - A

Tafsīr-ut-Tạbarī (Jāmi`-ul-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān) by . 10

Mohammad-ibn-Jarīr at-Tabarī, Dār-ul-Fikr, Al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1988/1408 - A

,Nafahạ̄t-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by ash-Shaykh Muhammad an-Nahāwandī . 11

Iran, 1937/1357 - A

Al-Tafsīr-ul-Ḥadīth by Muhạmmad `Izzat Darūzat; Dār-u-Ihyā'-il-Kutub . 12

Al-`Arabbiyyah, al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1962/1381 - A

,Al-Tebyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Mohạmmad-ibn-il-Ḥassan Tụ̄sī . 13

Dār-u-Ihyā'-it- Turāth Al-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

,Ālā'-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Muhạmmad Jawād Albalāqī . 14

Wijdānī Bookshop, Qum, Iran - A

Al-Isra'īliyāt fī-Tafsīr wal Ḥadīth by Dr. Muhạmmad Husain . 15

Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Īmān, Damascus, 1985/1405 - A

,Al-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Sayyid Abulqāsim Khu'ī . 16

al-Matba`at-ul-`ilmiyyah, Qum Iran, 1966/1385 - A

At-Tafsīr wal-Mufassirūn by Muhạmmad Ḥusain Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Maktab . 17

Al-Ḥadīthah, al Qāhirah, Egypt, 1976/1396 A.H. - A

Al-Jawāhir fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān-il-Karīm, by Tạntāwī Juharī, Mustafā . 18
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Bāb-il-Halabī Printing Office, Egypt, 1930/1350 - A

,Fathul-Qadīr by Muhạmmad-ibn-`Ali al-Shoukānī; `Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon . 19

A  - 1981/1401

;Al-Mabādi'-ul-`Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Dr. Muhạmmad Ḥusain-`Ali-al-Saqīr . 20

Maktab-ul-A`lām-il-Islāmiyyah, Qum, Iran, 1993/1413 - A

Tafsīr-ul-Baqawī (Ma`alim-ut-Tanzīl fī Tafsīr wat-Ta'wīl) by Husain -ibn . 21

Mas`ūd al-Baqwī ash-Shāfi`ī; Dār-ul-Fikr, al-Qāhirah, Egypt 1985/1405 A.H. - A
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Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Language Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic ; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 1

Ma`ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 2

Kholās-̣iye-`Abaqāt-ul-Anwār (A Summary of a Tradition on Imamate) - A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-Eqtisạ̄d-dar Qur'ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in Qur'ān . 4
and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī `inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) According to . 5
Tradition) - A

Ma`ālim-ul-Ḥukūmah-fī-Qur'ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur'ān - A

Al-Imam-is-̣Sạ̄diq wal Mathāhib-il-Araba`ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims' Issues) - A . 7

Ma`ālim-un-Nabuwwah fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur'ān) . 8
- A

Ash-Shu'ūn-il-Eqtisạ̄d fī-Qur'ān was Sunnah (Ways of Economy in Qur'ān and . 9
Tradition) - A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-̣Sạlāh ̣al-Ḥalabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
- A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-`Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi`ī (The Merits of Imam

Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam - A`

Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahhạ min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bait-il-Athār by Ḥafiz ̣Mohammad . 12
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al-Badakhshanī (Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) - A

Ba`z-i-Mu'allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on . 13
Islamic Education) - F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī) - A . 14

Yaum-ul Mau`ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) - A . 15

A-Qaybat-is-̣Sụqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi . 16
(a.s.)) - A

Mukhtalaf-al-Shī`ah by `Allāmah al-Ḥillī (Judgement through Jurisprudence in . 17
Islam) - A

Ar-Rasa'il-il-Mukhtārah by`Allāmah ad-Dawānī wal-Muhaq̣iq Mīrdāmād (A Book . 18
on the Theoloty and

Philosophy of Islam) - A

As-̣Sạhīfat-ul-Khāmisat-us-Sajjādiyah (The Psalms of Islam as Stated by the . 19
Fourth Imam (a.s.)) - A

Nimūdārī az Ḥukūmat-i-`Ali (a.s.) (An Outline on the Government of Hazrat `Ali . 20
(a.s.)) - A

Manshūrhā-yi Jāvīd-i-Qur'aān (The Eternal Lights of the Qur'ān; An Objective . 21
Commentary) - F

Mahdī-yi-Muntazạr dar Nahjul-Balāqa (The Awaited Mahdi (Guide) in Peaks of . 22
Eloquence) - F

Sharh-il-Lum`at-id-Damishqiyyah, 10 Vols. (Some Subjects on Islamic . 23
Jurisprudence and Ordinances) -A

Tarjamah wa Sharh-̣i-Nahjul-Balāqa, 4 Vols. (Translation and Explanation of the . 24
Statements of Imam
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Ali (a.s.)) - F`

Fī Sabīl-il-Wahdat-il-Eslāmīyyah (The Need of Islamic Unity) - A . 25

Nazạrāt-un-fī-Kutub-il-Khālidah (Opinions on Islamic Matters) - A . 26

Kitāb-al-Wāfī, 30 Vols. (Traditions on Different Subjects) - A . 27

Dah Risālah by Feyd-i-Kāshānī (Ten Articles on Islamic Education) - F . 28

Majmoo`i Testhāy-i-Bīnesh wa M`āref Islamī (A Collection of Test Questions on . 29
Islamic Knowledge and

Culture) - F

Darīcheh-'ī bar Ahkām (Elementary Religious Questions for the Coming . 30
Generation) - F

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur'ān - English . 31

.( A Bundle of Flowers from the Garden of Traditions of the Prophet Ahlul-Bayt (a.s . 32
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Introduction

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

As it was mentioned in the introduction of the previous volume, the main introductory

preface of this endeavour has been introduced in details at the beginning of the very

commentary of the Qur'ān, part one. It may acquaint you with some essential data

.towards the aim which can certainly be helpful along the way of studying this book

It was cited before that the demand of those who have read the former volumes of

this commentary, and are anxiously waiting for the rest of the translation of the

commentary of the verses of the Qur'ān to receive them as soon as possible, caused

the explanatory in the substitutive volumes to be arranged rather concisely by the

compilers. Therefore, in this series, from part three of the Qur'ān on, every volume

cansists of the exegeses of the verses of two parts of the Qur'ān. This current

volume, for example, contains part five and part six. This decision was made in order

that the translation of the commentary of the whole Qur'ān be supplied in a shorter

period delivered in about twenty volumes, and, comparing with the earlier volumes,
they be in the reach of the readers as soon as possible, and, Allah willing, sooner than

.the expected time

May Allah help us, as ever before, to complete this holy endeavour successfully to

offer it humbly to all of the truth-seekers throughout the world. May He (s.w.t.) guide

and assist all of us by the Qur'ān to pave the straight path further and further, for we

.mortal creatures are always in need of it

****
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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(Sura An-Nisa (No.4

Part five

Rest of Section 4

Arabic and English text of verse 24

مْکُُنامْیأَ تْکَلَمَام  لاِّا  ِنلا  ءِاسّ نَِم  تُانصَحْمُْلاوَ  - 24

مْکُْیلَعَ هِّللا  بَاتکِ 

مْکُِلذ ءَاروَ  ام  مْکَُل  َّلحُِاوَ 

نَیحِفاسُم رَْیغَ  نَینصِحُّْم  مکُِلاوْماَِب  ْاوغُتَْبتَ  نْاَ 

هًضَیرفَ َّنهُرَوجُُا  َّنهُوُتاف  َّنهُْنِم  هِب  مُْتْعتَمْتَسْا  امَفَ 

هِب مُتْیضَارتَ  امیف  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُلاوَ 

هِضَیرفَْلا دِْعَب  نِْم 

امًیکحَ امًیلعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And all married women (are forbidden unto you to marry) except those whom . " 24
(. your right hands possess (by Allah's decree in the battle against infidels

;It is a written legislation of Allah unto you

and lawful for you are (all women) besides those that you may seek (them) by means

.of your wealth (as dower) taking them into marriage and not committing fornication

Then as to those of whom you seek content (by temporary marriage), give them their

;dowries as a duty

.and there is no blame on you in whatever you mutually agree after the duty

." Verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise
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Commentary: verse 24

Point

For non-Muslims, captivity is counted as divorce. It is like the Faith of a woman that

when her husband continues his infidelity and the woman

p: 17

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 1990 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.has embraced Islam, the very belief separates her from her husband

To take in marriage a woman who has husband is unlawful from the point of Islam.
.The woman may be from any nation and with any religion

But captivity is like divorce, and a captive woman should observe a waiting term for

one month (one menstruation) from the time she is captured, and if she is in

pregnancy period, she must wait until she is delivered of her child. Thus, during this

.period, no conjugal connection is admissible with her

This matrimonial device, as a permanent or contemporary spouse, is better than the

.device of returning her to the infidels or leaving her alone with no guardian

Marrying a woman who has husband is unlawful

And all married women (are forbidden unto you to marry) except those whom your " 
(. right hands possess (by Allah's decree in the battle against infidels

;It is a written legislation of Allah unto you

and lawful for you are (all women) besides those that you may seek (them) by means

.of your wealth (as dower) taking them into marriage and not committing fornication

..."

According to several traditions narrated from the holy Imams of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), and

also according to many commentary books recorded by the scholars of the Sunnis,
this phrase of the verse refers to temporary marriage where the above-mentioned

:holy verse says

Then as to those of Whom you seek content (by marriage), give them their " ... 
.dowries as a duty

.and there is no blame on you in whatever you mutually agree after the duty

. " Verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

****
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تِانِمؤْمُْلا تِانصَحْمُْلا  حَکِْنیَ  نْاَ  لاًوْطَ  مْکُْنِم  عْطِتَسْیَ  مَّْل  نمَوَ  - 25

تِانِمؤْمُْلا مُکُِتایتَفَ  نِْم  مْکُُنامْیاَ  تْکَلَمَ  ام  نْمِفَ 

ضٍْعَب نِْم  مْکُضُْعَب  مکُِنامیاِب  مُلَعْاَ  هُّللاوَ 

فِورُْعمَْلاِب َّنهُرَوجُُا  َّنهُوُتاوَ  َّنهِِلهْاَ  نِذْاِِب  َّنهُوحُکِْنافَ 

نٍادخْاَ تِاذخَِّتُم  لاوَ  تٍاحِفاسُم  رَْیغَ  تٍانصَحُْم 

تِانصَحْمُْلا یلَعَ  ام  فُصِْن  َّنهِْیلَعَفَ  هٍشَحِافِب  نَْیتَاَ  نْاِفَ  َّنصِحُْا  اذاِفَ 

بِاذعَْلا نَِم 

مْکُْنِم تَنَعَْلا  یَشِخَ  نْمَِل  کَِلذ 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  اورُِبصْتَ  نْاَوَ 

And whoever among you is not able to financially afford to marry free believing . " 25
women, then (let him marry) of those (slaves or captives) whom your right hands

;possess from among your believing maidens

,and Allah better knows your faith; you are (sprung) one from the other

so marry them with the permission of their masters and give them their dowries in

,fairness

.they being chaste, not committing lewdness, nor taking paramours

,And if when they are married they commit lewdness

.their punishment is half that for free women

.This (kind of marriage) is for those among you who fear falling into evil

." But to have patience would be better for you, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 25
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Point

Following the statements about marriage, this verse expresses the conditions of

marrying she slaves whose dowries and expenses are usually
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:lighter and easier. At first it says

And whoever among you is not able to financially afford to marry free believing " 
women, then (let him marry) of those (slaves or captives) whom your right hands

;..." possess from among your believing maidens

Then it adds that for recognizing their Faith, you are commissioned to hear their

apparent expressions, and as for their innate thoughts and hidden secrets, it is so that

.Allah knows well of your faith

, ... " and Allah better knows your faith " ... 

And, in view of the fact that some men were not so willing to marry the slave maidens,
in this verse the Qur'ān remarks that all of you have come into being from only one

:couple, therefore, you must not dislike marrying them. It says

, ... " you are (sprung) one from the other " ... 

Then, the Qur'ān points to one of the conditions of this marriage. It is the permission

of the concerning master, while without that permission the marriage is invalid. It

:says

, ... " so marry them with the permission of their masters " ... 

:Next to this statement, it says

, ... " and give them their dowries in fairness " ... 

It is understood from this sentence that an appropriate and worthy dowry should be

assigned for them, and it must be given to themselves. It is also understood that their

.slaves can possess some wealth when they have lawfully obtained it

The conditions of marrying the slave-women

One of the other conditions that this marriage has, is that these maidens should be

taken from among those who are chaste, not from among those who commit

.manifest lewdness
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. ... " they being chaste, not committing lewdness, nor taking paramours " ... 

In agreement with the ordinances stated upon marriage with slave maidens and

supporting their rights, the holy verse continues the words about their punishment

:when they divert from the path of piety and chastity, It says

And if when they are married they commit lewdness, their punishment is half that " ... 
. ... " for free women

This part of the holy verse means that they must be beaten only fifty
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.stripes

Then, it adds that this kind of marriage with such slave maidens is for those who are

severely involved in the pressure of the sexual instinct and are not capable to marry

.free women. Therefore, it is not admissible for men other than them

. ... " This (kind of marriage) is for those among you who fear falling into evil " ... 

But, next to that, it says that being patient and avoiding such sort of marriage, from

the point of some ethical and social interests, is of your gain as far as you are able to

.restrain yourself and you do not fall into committing sin

, ... " But to have patience would be better for you " ... 

At the end of the verse, it remarks that upon what you have done before this, Allah is
:Forgiving, Merciful. It says

. " and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " ... 

****
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Section 5:Woman's rights over her property

Point

Respect of rights of property and life Woman has as much right over her

.property as man Similarly in the matter of inheritance

مْکُِلْبقَ نِم  نَیذَّلا  نَنَسُ  مْکُیَدِهْیَوَ  مْکَُل  ِیبَُیِل  نَّ هُّللا  دُیرُی  - 26

مٌیکحَ مٌیلعَ  هُّللاوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  بَوُتیَوَ 

Allah desires to make clear (the way of felicity) to you, and to guide you in the . " 26
ways of those before you, and to turn to you (mercifully), and Allah is All-Knowing, All-

. " Wise

Commentary: verse 26

 ? What Are These Limitations for

Following the different ordinances in the field of marriage stated through previous

verses, there may arise this question that what all these limitations and lawful

.restrictions are for. This verse and the two following ones answer this question

The above-mentioned verse indicates that Allah wishes to open the way of happiness

:and felicity to you by these instructions. It says

, ... " Allah desires to make clear (the way of felicity) to you " 

Besides that, you are not alone in this path, and Allah desires to guide you towards the

:correct ways and practices of those who were before you. It says

, ... " and to guide you in the ways of those before you " ... 

.In addition to that, He wants to accept your repentance
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(, ... " and to turn to you (mercifully " ... 

Allah desires to return back again to you His favours and blessings that have been

.ceased for you because of your corruptions and deviations

This is in the case that you, too, return back from the deviated paths that were paved

.before Islam, in the Age of Ignorance
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:At the end of the verse, it says

. " and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise " ... 

This phrase means that Allah is cognizant to His ordinances, and He has legislated

.them through His Own Wisdom for you

****
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نَوعُِبَّتیَ نَیذَّلا  دُیرُیوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  بَوُتیَ  نْاَ  دُیرُی  هُّللاوَ  - 27

امًیظعَ لاًْیمَ  ْاوُلیمتَ  نْاَ  تِاوهََّشلا 

And Allah desires that He should turn to you (mercifully), but those who follow . " 27
. " their lusts desire that you should deviate (with) a great deviation

Commentary: verse 27

Point

At the first glance, the sexual liberty is a kind of pleasure and seeking an enjoyment.
But, regarding to its personal and social evil effects, it is the greatest fall and

aberration. Libertinism and lewdness, diminishes the body, entangles the thought,
wastes property, and decays confidence. It spoils the desire of family formation and

delivers some illegal children to the society. It causes some venereal and

psychological diseases to come forth. And, briefly speaking, sexual freedom results to

.the greatest captivities for human beings

:Explanations

The limitations and instructions which are ordained upon marriage are the secrets - 1
.for the grace of Allah unto humankind

(, ... " And Allah desires that He should turn to you (mercifully " 

Those sensual ones who are indulged in libertinage do not satisfy by anything save - 2
.sinking you in lusts. They want you to be their friend in their deviated path

. " that you should deviate (with) a great deviation " ... 

Do not follow the way of voluptuous ones, and do not imitate them, for they are - 3
.your enemies

but those who follow their lusts desire that you should deviate (with) a great "... 
. " deviation
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****
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مْکُْنعَ فَفِّخَُی  نْاَ  هُّللا  دُیرُی  - 28

افًیعضَ نُاسْنلاِْا  قَِلخُوَ 

Allah desires that He should make light your burden, and man has been created . " 28
. " weak

Commentary: verse 28

Point

In these latter three verses, a small part of the favours of Allah are mentioned, one

after another. They denote that Allah explains the ordinances for you, leads you to the

.way, returns His mercy to you, and takes the affairs easy for you

All these facilities are for that man is feeble against the storm of instincts, and his

.ability and patience is little

:Explanation

.Islam is an easy religion. It stops nowhere

, ... " Allah desires that He should make light your burden " 

.The basis of this religion is founded on lightness, easiness, and capability

. " and man has been created weak " ... 

****
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لِطِابْلاِب مکُنَْیَب  مکَُلاوْماَ  اوُلکُأْتَلا  ْاوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 29

مْکُْنِم ضٍارتَ  نْعَ  هًرَاجِت  نَوکُتَ  نْاَ  لاِّا 

مْکُسَفُْناَ اوُلُتْقتَلاوَ 

امًیحرَ مْکُِب  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

O' you who have Faith! do not devour each other's property among yourselves in . " 29
vanity, except that it be a trade by your mutual consent, and do not kill your (own)

. " selves (one another); verily Allah is Merciful to you

Commentary: verse 29

Point

 " The secret of the occurrence of the prohibiting sense: " do not kill

close to the meaning of " do not devour ", a prohibition of false devouring, maybe, is
for that an unsound economical system is a premise for the appearance of murder or

.destruction in the society

:Explanations

Personal possession is respected while domination in others' properties is unlawful, - 1
.except for correct bargaining which are perfected on mutual consent

!O' you who have Faith " 

do not devour each other's property among yourselves in vanity, except that it be a
, ..." trade by your mutual consent

.A difinite society, or an Ummah, has one unit of soul and a common fate - 2

 ... " each other's property among yourselves " ... 

Any kind of domination which is not based on `divine truth' is forbidden. Some of its - 3
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instances are; usurpation, theft, barring from inheritance, gambling, defraud,
falsification, and purchasing the means of mischief and sin. It is so, because all of

these instances are the examples of
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.vanity

, ..." do not devour each other's property among yourselves in vanity "...

Bargains should be performed on the basis of mutual consent, not compulsively or - 4
.unwillingly

,... " a trade by your mutual consent " ... 

The life of a person is respectable. Therefore, suicide, and murdering others is - 5
'. `unlawful

(;... " and do not kill your (own) selves (one another " ... 

****
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امًْلظُوَ اًناودْعُ  کَِلذ  لْعَْفیَ  نْمَوَ  - 30

ارًان هِیلصُْن  فَوْسَفَ 

ارًیسیَ هِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذ  نَاکوَ 

;And whoever does this aggressively and unjustly, We will soon cast him into fire . " 30

." and this is easy for Allah

Commentary: verse 30

/The meaning of the Arabic words /`udwān/ and /ẓ ulm

The difference between the Arabic words /`udwān/ and /zụlm/, mentioned in this

verse, may be that the former is a transgression against others, while the latter

.encompasses the aggression towards one's own self, too

:The verse says

;And whoever does this aggressively and unjustly, We will soon cast him into fire " 

." and this is easy for Allah

****
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ِیسَ مْکُِتائَّ مْکُنعَ  رْفِّکَُن  هُْنعَ  نَوْهَْنُت  ام  رَِئابکَ  اوُبِنتَجْتَ  نِْا  - 31

امًیرکَ لاًخَدُْم  مْکُْلخِدُْنوَ 

,If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden . " 31

We remit from you your small sins and We cause you to enter an honourable place of

. " entering

Commentary: verse 31

Point

:It is understood from this verse that sins are divided into two groups

the minor sins and the major sins. We also recite in Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18, Verse 49 that,
on the Day of Judgement, when sinners see the record of their evil deeds, they say: "

,... ". ... What a book this is! it does not omit a small one nor a great one

According to the Islamic literature, a great sin is a sin for which Allah has promised

.Fire to its performer

The number of great sins are mentioned differently in the Islamic narrations. Some of

the pioneers among the Muslim scholars, derived from the verses of the Qur'ān and

.traditions, have introduced 33 great sins

.There are, of course, degrees for the great sins when comparing them

'. Therefore, some of the great sins are called `the most major sins

:Explanations

It is necessary for us to ignore the slight offences of those whose ideological and - 1
.practical doctrine is proper

The reward of those who abandon major sins is that Allah (s.w.t.) forgives their - 2
.minor sins
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If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden, We remit from you your small " 
. " sins and We cause you to enter an honourable place of entering

The total number of the major sins

The total number of the major sins, as many traditions denote, is 33 sins which are

:listed in the following
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To associate a partner for Allah - 1

(Homicide (the believers - 2

The curse of the parents - 3

To escape from Holy Struggle - 4

To devour the orphan's property - 5

Usury - 6

False accusation of unchastity to an immaculate woman - 7

Fornication - 8

Sodomy - 9

Theft - 10

Consuming the flesh of a corpse - 11

To consume blood - 12

To eat the flesh of swine, pig - 13

To eat the flesh of an animal slaughtered without mentioning Allah's Name - 14

To defraud whether by scale or by measure - 15

Gambling - 16

A false attestation - 17

Despair from the grace of Allah - 18

To feel secured from the punishment of Allah - 19

To assist the evil-doers - 20
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To rely on the tyrants - 21

To swear falsely - 22

Rancour and deceit - 23

To restrain from giving others' rights - 24

To tell a lie - 25

To behave arrogantly - 26

.Immoderation and extravagance - 27

Treachery - 28

Making little of Hajj - 29

To fight against Allah's saints - 30

To be busy with diversion and play - 31

Magic and whatever causes trouble for others - 32

To drink wine - 33
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هُّللا لََّضفَ  ام  اوَّْنمَتَتَلاوَ  - 32

ْاوُبسَتَکْا اَّمِم  بٌیصَن  لِاجرِّلِّل  ضٍْعَب  یلعَ  مْکُضَْعَب  هِب 

نَْبسَتَکْا اَّمِم  بٌیصَن  ِنلِلوَ  ءِاسّ

هِلضْفَ نِْم  هَّللا  ْاوُلئَسْوَ 

امًیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُِب  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And do not covet that by which Allah has made some of you excel others. Men . " 32
shall have a benefit of what they earn and women shall have a benefit of what they

;earn; and ask Allah of His Grace

." verily Allah knows all things

Occasion of Revelation verse 32

Upon the occasion of revelation of this holy verse, it has been cited that: Once

Ummus-Salamah, a wife of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), asked him (p.b.u.h.): " Why do

men go to Holy Struggle but women do not? Why has Islam legislated inheritance for

us half of men's portion? We wish we were men and went to Holy Struggle like men

." and equally obtained their social position

The above verse was revealed and responded to this kind of questions and the like of

.them

Commentary: verse 32

For a group of Muslims, the difference of the portion of men and women in

inheritance had become a question. It seemed that they did not notify that this

difference was for the reason that generally the totality of the life expenditure is as a
.duty upon men, while women are free from it

Besides that, the expenditure of women themselves is upon men, too. Thus, as it was
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mentioned before, the portion of women, can, practically, be twice as much as that of

:men. Therefore, the holy verse says
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. ..." And do not covet that by which Allah has made some of you excel others"

It is such because, there are some secrects in each of these differences that are

.covered and concealed for you

Of course, it should not be misunderstood that the verse points to some actual and

natural differences, not those forged differences that have been produced as a result

.of transgression and exploitation performed by some social classes

:Then, immediately after that, it says

Men shall have a benefit of what they earn and women shall have a benefit of " ... 
; ... " what they earn

This difference might be either a natural one (like the difference of the two genders:
male and female with each other), or the difference resulted from the optional efforts

.and endeavours

Then, it adds: in stead of desiring these kinds of difference, ask Allah of His Grace and

Favour that He grants you different bounties, ranks and good rewards. It is in that

:case that you may become some happy and prosperous persons. It says

;... " and ask Allah of His Grace " ... 

:So, at the end of the verse, it says

. " verily Allah knows all things " ... 

That is, He knows whatever sort of natural or financial differences are necessary for

the social regularity. Allah also knows the innate secrets of people and, therefore, He

knows who has unjust desires in the heart and, on the other side, which persons think

.of what is proper, positive, and constructive
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یَِلومَ انْلعَجَ  لٍّکُِلوَ  - 33

نَوُبرَْقلاَْاوَ نِادِلاوْلا  كَرَتَ  امِّم 

مْهُبَیصَن مْهُوُتا  مْکُُنامْیاَ فَ- تْدَقَعَ  نَیذَّلاوَ 

اًدیهشَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And for everyone We have placed heirs (to inherit) of what parents and near . " 33
relatives leave, and as for those with whom your right hands have made a covenant,

;give them their portion

." verily Allah is ever witness over all things

Commentary: verse 33

Point

The phrase: " Your right hands have made a covenant " is a hint to the contract which

used to be held between two persons before Islam. Then Islam, with a slight change

in it, accepted it. In Islamic jurisprudent books, this action has been entitled /dāman-i-
jarīrah/. The content of this contract was so that: two persons promised that they

would help each other in the life affairs, assist in the payment of compensations of

one another, and one could inherit from the other. It was something similar to the

insurance contract of today which indicates: if a loss comes forth for a person, the

promised party pays its compensation. Islam accepted this content, but inheriting

.from another one is conditioned to the lack of any hair for the diseased person

:Explanations

Assigning the standard of the portion of inheritance for relatives by the command - 1
.of Allah

(... " And for everyone We have placed heirs (to inherit " 

A person has the right of transferring his/her possession to another one under - 2
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.some conditions

, ..." and for those with whom your right hands have made a covenant " ... 

p: 33

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2016 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Fulfilling a promise is obligatory - 3

;... " give them their portion " ... 

.The debtors should seek after the creditors - 4

;... " give them their portion " ... 

.The promises of a person is usually valid after that person's death - 5

.Allah is always present and witnesses the deeds - 6

." verily Allah is ever witness over all things "... 

****
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Section 6: Disagreement and reconciliation between husband and wife

Point

Superiority of men over women Wife's perverseness and desertion to effect

Duty to Allah inculcates all the other duties Niggardliness and hypocrisy condemned

ضٍْعَب یلعَ  مْهُضَْعَب  هُّللا  لََّضفَ  امِب  ِنلا  ءِاسّ یلَعَ  نَوُماوّقَ  لُاجرِّلاَ  - 34

مْهِِلاوْماَ نِْم  اوقُفَْناَ  آمِبوَ 

هُّللا ظَفِحَ  امِب  بِْیغَْلِل  تٌاظِفاح  تٌاتِناق  تُاحِلاصّلافَ 

عِجِاضمَْلا یِف  َّنهُورُجُهاوَ  َّنهُوظُعِفَ  َّنهُزَوشُُن  نَوُفاختَ  یتّلاوَ 

لاًیبسَ َّنهِْیلَعَ  اوغُْبتَلافَ  مْکُنَْعطَاَ  نْاِفَ  َّنهُوُبرِضْاوَ 

ارًیبکَ ایِلعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

Men have authority over women because Allah has made some of them to excel . " 34
(. others and because they spend out of their property (for the support of women

Therefore, the good women are obedient, guarding the unseen as Allah has guarded.
,And (as to) those (women) on whose part you fear desertion

;admonish them, and avoid them in beds and beat them

then if they obey you, do not seek a way against them; verily Allah is Ever-High, Ever-
. " Great

Commentary: verse 34

Guardianship in the System of a Family

A family is a small unit of the society, similar to a large assembly of people, a family

must have a single proper leader. The reason is that a
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leadership upon a family accomplished by several of men and women in common, is
of no vail. In this form of leadership, either of husband or wife must be the chief of the

family and the other should be his/her assistant and under his/her governance. Here,
by this verse, the Qur'ān clearly announces that the guardianship of the family must

:be given to the man of the family. It says

 ... " Men have authority over women " 

Of course, the purpose of this statement is not a sense of casting transgression,
inequity and aggression; but the aim is producing a single, fairly regular leadership

.regarding to the necessary consultations and responsibilities

The second section of the verse is divided into two parts. In the first part it denotes

that this guardianship is for some superiorities that, (for the sake of regularity of the

:society), Allah has assigned for some people comparing some others. It says

 ... " because Allah has made some of them to excel others " ... 

And, in the second part of the statement it implies that this guardianship is for the

sake of the responsibilities that men undertake along the side of financial payments

:due to women and family members. It says

(, ..." and because they spend out of their property (for the support of women " ... 

Then, it adds that: with respect to the duties women undertake at home, they are

:divided into two groups

The first group are those pious women who, because of the rights Allah has set for

them, are humble and protect the secrets and rights of their husband when the

:husband is absent

therefore, the good women are obedient, guarding the unseen as Allah has " ... 
, ... " guarded

That is, always, and at the absense of their husbands in particular, they commit no

treachery whether from the point of property, or honour, or protecting the family
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secrets, and the credit and personality of their husbands. They also truely follow their

.duties and responsibilities to fulfil them well

The second group are the women who usually refuse to do their duties. Thus, the

.signs of disagreement and discord are seen in them

p: 36

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2021 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Confronting such women, men have some duties which they must follow step by step.
:At the first stage, it says

, ... " And (as to) those (women) on whose part you fear desertion, admonish them " ... 

:For the second stage, it says

, ... " and avoid them in beds " ... 

And, in the third stage, when the discord, disobedience, and the state of heedlessness

toward the duties and responsibilities, the limits are transgressed, and the wife

severely continues stubbornness and law breaking, so that neither admonishment

nor separation from bed, nor heedlessness of man unto her, has any effect and avail,
:there remains no way save harshness. So, it says

; ... " and beat them " ... 

It is certain, of course, that if one of these stages affects positively and the woman

starts doing her duties, the man has no right to hurt her under any pretext. That is

:why, immediately after stating this phrase, the Qur'ān continues saying

; ... " then if they obey you, do not seek a way against them " ... 

At the end of the verse, it warns men again that they should not abuse their position

of guardianship in the family. They ought to think of Allah Whose Power is above all

:powers. It says

. " verily Allah is Ever-High, Ever-Great " ... 

****
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امهِِنْیَب قَاقشِ  مُْتْفخِ  نِْاوَ  - 35

اهِلهْاَ نِْم  امًکَحَوَ  هِلهْاَ  نِْم  امًکَحَ  اوُثعَْبافَ 

امهُنَْیَب هُّللا  قِِّفوَُی  احًلاصِْا  ادیرُی  نِْا 

ارًیبخَ امًیلعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

,And if you fear a breach between the couple . " 35

.then appoint a judge from his people and a judge from her people

;If they both desire agreement, Allah will effect harmony between them

." Verily Allah is Knowing, All-Aware

Commentary: verse 35

:The Family Peace Court

In this holy verse, the Qur'ān refers to the discord which happens between a couple, it
:says

And if you fear a breach between the couple, then appoint a judge from his people " 
. ..." and a judge from her people

:Then, it continues saying

; ..." If they both desire agreement, Allah will effect harmony between them "... 

And, in order to warn the concerning arbitrators to employ good intention in the

course, it concludes the verse with this sense that Allah is aware of their intentions. It

:says

." Verily Allah is Knowing, All-Aware " ... 

The ` family peace court ', which has been referred to in this verse, is one of the
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distinguished works of Islam. This kind of peace-court, compared with ordinary

courts, has some privileges that cannot be found in other courts. A few of these

:privileges are as follows

In family environment the treatments cannot be dry and performed legally - 1
according to the spiritless court regulations. Hence, the Qur'ān instructs that the

arbitrators of this court must be of those who have
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kinship with the couple and are able to move their sentiments along the path of

.reconciliation

In ordinary courts the two sides of the conflict have to divulge the secrets they - 2
have in order to defend themselves. Here, it is certain that if either of woman or man

manifest their conjugal secrets for some strangers, they may hurt the feelings of

each other so violently that if they be returned home forcefully, there will not exist

.any sign of their previous sincerity and love between them

In ordinary courts, judges are often inattentive in the course of dispute, while in the - 3
family peace-court, the arbitrators usually do their best to settle peace and sincerity

.between those two spouses and try to return them home

Moreover, such a family court has none of the problems and heavy expenditures - 4
.for the couple that the ordinary courts have

****
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اًئْیشَ هِب  اوکُرِشُْتلاوَ  هَّللا  ْاودُُبعْاوَ  - 36

یماتیَْلاوَ یبرْقُْلا  يذِِبوَ  اًناسحِْا  نِْیدَِلاوْلاِبوَ 

بِحِاصّلاوَ بُِنجُْلا  رِاجْلاوَ  یبرْقُْلا  يذِ  رِاجْلاوَ  نِیکاسمَْلاوَ 

مْکُُنامْیاَ تْکَلَمَ  اموَ  لِیبَّسلا  نِْباوَ  بِْنجَْلاِب 

اًروخُفَ لاًاتخُْم  نَاک  نْمَ  ُّبحُِیلا  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And worship Allah and do not associate anything with Him, and do good to the . " 36
parents, and to the kindred, and the orphans and the needy, and the neighbour close

to you, and the neighbour who is a stranger, and the companion in a journey, and the

.way farer, and (the slaves) whom your right hands possess

." Verily Allah does not love the one who is proud, boastful

Commentary: verse 36

In this verse, some different rights are spoken about. They are irrespective of the

rights of Allah, and the rights of people, and also some civilities of social life. On the

.whole, there are ten commandments mentioned in the verse

The first theme therein is that it invites people to worship and servitude to Allah - 1
while they should abandon idolatry and infidelity. This godly manner is the root of all

Islamic agenda. The act of following the notion of Unity and theism, purifies the soul,
clarifies the intention, strengthens the will, and tightens the decision for performing

.any right and useful action in the cause of Allah

Since the verse is to state a series of Islamic rights, before referring to anything else,
.it points to the right of Allah upon people

, ..." And worship Allah and do not associate anything with Him " 

:Then, it adds - 2
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, ..." and do good to the parents "...

The right of parents is one of the subjects which has been repeatedly
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emphasized in the holy Qur'ān. There is fewer matters that have been recommended

so much in it. In four occurrences of the Qur'ān this idea has been mentioned after the

.subject of Unity

:Next to that, it continues saying - 3

, ..." and to the kindred "... 

This subject is also one of the themes that has been emphasized abundantly in the

', Qur'ān. It has sometimes been referred to as `blood ties

and sometimes has been enjoined under the commandment of ` doing good to the

 '. kindred

Then it pays to the rights of orphans, and encourages the believing people to doing - 4
good unto the `orphans'. The reason of this emphasis is that, as a result of different

incidents, there always exist some orphan children in every society that forgetting

them, not only spoils their condition but also puts the situation of the society in

.danger

,..." and the orphans "... 

.Next to that, the Holy Qur'ān reminds us the `rights' of the needy ones - 5

, ..." and the needy "...

The reason of this remembrance is that: in every society there are usually some

handicapped persons, some feeble ones, and the like of them that leaving them out is
.against all the principles of humanity

After that, the verse recommends to doing good unto the neighbours who are near - 6
:to us. It says

, ..." and the neighbour close to you "... 

:The neighbours who are strangers to us are then recommended. It says - 7
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, ..." and the neighbour who is a stranger "... 

The `right of neighbourhood ' is so important in Islam that Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen

Ali (a.s.) has stated about it thus: " The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) instructed about

them so much that we thought he might enjoin that they would inherit from each

." other

Another tradition denotes that one day it happened that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
." three times said: " By Allah, he does not believe
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A person asked him (p.b.u.h.) whom he meant, and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " The

(person whose neighbour is not in security from his molestation."(1

After that, the Qur'ān has recommended about those who are friends and - 8
:companions. It says

, ..." and the companion in a journey " ...

The Arabic phrase: /as-̣sạ̄hịb-il-janb/, of course, has a larger scope of meaning than

`friend' and `companion'. Thus, the verse conveys a general and inclusive command

regarding to having good manner due to those who somehow connect with us

irrespective of real friends, fellow-workmen, fellow-travellers, those who ask us for

.something, students, counsellors, and waiters

Another group, whom are recommended about here, are those who will be in need, - 9
because of some reasons, when they are in journey and are far from their own home,

:although they may be rich in their own city. So, it says

, ..." and way farer "... 

:The final recommendation is about doing good unto the slaves. It says - 10

. ..." and (the slaves) whom your right hands possess "...

In fact, the above verse begins with the subject of the right of Allah and concludes

with ` the rights of slaves '. Not only in this verse the slaves are recommended about,
.but also many other verses of the Qur'ān are upon this matter

:At the end, the verse warns us, saying

." Verily Allah does not love the one who is proud, boastful "...

****
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لِخُْبْلاِب سَاّنلا  نَورُُمأْیَوَ  نَوُلخَْبیَ  نَیذَّلاَ  - 37

نَیرِفاکْلِل اندْتَعْاَوَ  هِلضْفَ  نِْم  هُّللا  مُهُاتا  ام  نَومُُتکْیَوَ 

انًیهُم اًباذعَ 

Those who are niggardly and enjoin people to niggardliness and hide what Allah . " 37
;has given them out of His grace

." and We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating chastisement

Commentary: verse 37

Hypocritical and Godly Charities

This verse, in fact, is the continuation of the subject of the former verses which refers

to the arrogant persons and haughty ones. Such persons not only refrain from doing

:good to human beings themselves, but also invite people to niggardliness. It says

 ..." Those who are niggardly and enjoin people to niggardliness " 

Moreover, they often try to conceal that which Allah has bestowed them out of His

.Grace lest people of their society expect something from them

; ..." and hide what Allah has given them out of His grace "... 

:Then, the Qur'ān states about the fate and the end of these persons as this

." and We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating chastisement "... 

Perhaps the key to the secret of mentioning the word ` the disbelievers ' in this verse

is that: `niggardliness' often originates from infidelity, because the niggardly persons,
indeed, have not a complete faith upon the endless merits of Allah unto the good-
doers. So, when it says that their punishment is " a humiliating chastisement ", it is for

the reason that they may see the retribution of ` arrogance ' and ` self-admiration '
.through this way
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سِاّنلا ءَائرِ  مْهَُلاوْماَ  نَوقُفِْنُی  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 38

نِکُیَ نْمَوَ  رِخِلاْا  مِوْیَْلاِب  لاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْیلاوَ 

انًیرقَ ءَاسفَ  انًیرقَ  هَُل  نُاطْیَّشلا 

And (the arrogant ones are) those who spend their wealth to be seen by people . " 38
and neither believe in Allah nor in the Last Day; and anyone whose companion be

! " Satan, (what) an evil companion then he is

Commentary: verse 38

Point

Sometimes Satan whispers and tempts something from a long distance into some

.persons, and sometimes it does it from a short distance

The believers usually flee from the temptations of Satan, but sometimes Satan

becomes as a constant friend and companion of some people. It may approach them

very nigh, and in a manner that Sura Al-Zukhruf, No. 43, verse 36 refers to. It states: "
And whoever turns himself away from the remembrance of the Beneficent God, We

." appoint for him a Satan, so he becomes his associate

:Explanations

Both to abandon giving charity and to give charity hypocritically are bad. In the - 1
previous verse, niggardliness was blamed, and here in the above verse, hypocritical

.remittals are remonstrated

Hypocrisy is the sign of the lack of true faith in Allah and the Hereafter. A hypocrite - 2
.relies on people, then he is deprived from the full reward in the Hereafter

The goal of giving charity is not only satiating the hungry, since this aim can be - 3
gained by hypocrisy either. So, the aim of giving charity, is also the spiritual growth of

.the giver of charity
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رِخِلاَْا مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  اوُنمَا  وَْل  مْهِْیلَعَ  اذاموَ  - 39

هُّللا مُهُقَزَرَ  امِّم  اوقُفَْناَوَ 

امًیلعَ مْهِِب  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

And what (harm) would it have done them if they had believed in Allah and the . " 39
,Last Day

?and spent in charity of what Allah had provided them with

." And Allah is ever aware of them

Commentary: verse 39

In this verse, as an expression of sympathy and regret for the state of this group, it
says that what would happen to them if they returned from this deviated-path and

believed in Allah and the Last Day? They could also spend a part of the bounties that

Allah had given them to the servants of Allah with a sincere intention and through a
pure thought. By this way, they would earn the felicity and happiness of this world and

.the next world both

And what (harm) would it have done them if they had believed in Allah and the Last " 
? ..." Day, and spent in charity of what Allah had provided them with

However, Allah is aware of their intentions and deeds, and He will give them an

.appropriate reward and retribution accordingly

." And Allah is ever aware of them "...
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هًنَسَحَ کُتَ  نِْاوَ  هٍَّرذَ  لَاقْثِم  مُِلظْیَلا  هَّللا  َّنِا  - 40

امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ  هُْندَُل  نِْم  تِؤُْیوَ  اهْفعِاضُی 

,Verily Allah does not do injustice even of the weight of an atom . " 40

." and if there be a good deed He multiplies it and gives from Himself a great reward

Commentary: verse 40

Point

This verse, addressing the faithless and niggardly persons, whose status was

:introduced in the former verses, says

, ..." Verily Allah does not do injustice even of the weight of an atom " 

The Arabic term /arrah/ originally means very small ant which is not seen easily; but,
.gradually it has been applied for every small thing

Accordingly, nowadays, ` atom ', which is any of the smallest particles of an element,
is also called /arrah/. And, in view of the fact that the Arabic word /miqāl/ means

`weight', the Qur'ānic phrase /miqāla arratin/ means`the weight of an extraordinary

'. small thing

:Then, the verse adds that: not only Allah does not do injustice, but also

and if there be a good deed He multiplies it and gives from Himself a great "... 
." reward

?Why Does Allah not Do Injustice

The root of injustice is usually either ignorance, or fear, or need, or greed, etc, but

Allah, Who is the Self-Sufficient, Omniscient, and Glorified, does not do injustice.
Moreover, Allah has enjoined people to equity and goodness Himself, then how does

(. He do injustice? Yet, His reward is manyfold: (ten-fold, hundred-fold, or more
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دٍیهشَِب هٍَّمُا  لِّکُ  نِْم  انْئجِ  اذِا  فَْیکَفَ  - 41

ءِلاؤُه یلعَ  کَِب  انْئجِوَ 

ادًیهشَ

How will it be, then, when We bring from every people a witness and We bring . " 41
( ?" you a witness over those (witnesses

Commentary: verse 41

Point

The content of this verse, which refers to the Messenger of Allah, as a witness over

the Ummah, has also occurred in some other verses of the Qur'ān (such as: Sura Al-
Baqarah, No. 2, verse 143, Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 89, and Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22,

(. verse 78

Whenever Ibn-Mas`ūd recited this verse to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the tears of the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) would shed. (Narrated from Sạhị̄h-̣i-Bukhārī, Tarmathī,
(. and Nisā'ī in Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr by Fakhr-i-Rāzī and Tafsīr-i-Marāqī

Allah does not need, of course, to bring any witnesses, but human beings are in a

condition that the more they feel the presence of witnesses, the more effective it is
.for strengthening their training and their piety

As the verses of the Qur'ān indicate, there are many sorts of witnesses in the

Hereafter; among them are: Allah: " Verily Allah is a witness over all things";(1) the

prophets: the above verse, (2) the immaculate Imams: " And thus have We made you

an Ummah of middling stand that you may be witnesses over mankind, ..." (3) ; the

angels: " And every soul shall come, with it a driver and a witness." (4) ; the earth: " On

that Day, she will recount (all) her news:"(5) ; the time: A tradition says that: every day

(the time addresses man by saying: " I am a new day and I am a witness over you " ;(6

and the limbs of the body: " On the Day when their tongues and their hands
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Sura Al-Hajj, No 22, verse 17 1 - 1
The verse under discussion 2 - 2

Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 143 3 - 3
Sura Qaf, No.50, verse21 4 - 4

Sura Az-Zilzal, No. 99, verse 4 5 - 5
Nur-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 5, p.112 6 - 6
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and their feet shall bear witness against them as to what they did." (1) And, again, we

should be aware that the day of Resurrection is the Day on which the witnesses will

(stand forth: " on the day when shall stand forth the witnesses." (2

:Explanations

Prophets are some examples for people in the world and the witnesses over them - 1
.in the Hereafter

It is Allah's way of treatment that the prophet of every nation be a witness over - 2
that nation. After the departure of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) there should be someone with

the same qualities of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) (the immaculate Imams) to be witness over

people. Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) in a tradition said: " In any Age an Imam from us, Ahlul-Bayt,
(is a witness over people, and the Messenger of Allah is a witness over us " (3

****
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Sura An-Nur, No. 24, verse 24 1 - 1
Sura Al-Mu'min(Qafar), No.40, verse 51 2 - 2
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اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  ُّدوَیَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  - 42

ضُرْلاَْا مُهِِب  يوّسَُت  وَْل  لَوسَُّرلا  ْاوُصَعَوَ 

اثًیدحَ هَّللا  نَومُُتکْیَلاوَ 

On that Day will those who disbelieve and disobey the Messenger wish that the . " 42
." earth were levelled with them, and they will not hide any word from Allah

Commentary: verse 42

Point

On the Day of Judgement, before standing these witnesses up, the disobedient

infidels deny their committing sins and corruptions in the world and try to find a way to

escape. They would say: "... By Allah, our Lord, we were not polytheists."(1) But, in

Hereafter when the witnesses say the facts, there will exist no room for them to deny.
.So, they will desire that the earth were levelled with them

On that Day will those who disbelieve and disobey the Messenger wish that the " 
." earth were levelled with them, and they will not hide any word from Allah

:Explanations

Disobedience to the governmental commands of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is - 1
.considered in a row with disbelief in Allah

..." those who disbelieve and disobey the Messenger "...

.The Day of Resurrection is the day of regret and desire - 2

, ..." wish that the earth were levelled with them "... 

.On the Day of Judgement, there will remain nothing concealed - 3

." and they will not hide any word from Allah "...
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In some verses of the Qur'ān, the regretful wishes of the sinners are pointed out, as

:follows

p: 49

Sura Al-An'am, No.6, verse 23 1 - 1
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I wish I were soil. I wish I were covered inside the soil! I wish I would not have made

friend with so and so! I wish I contemplated in the world! I wish I had been vanished

.by that very death. And some other phrases like that

****
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Section 7: Cleanliness External and Internal

Point

Cleanliness and purity essential preliminary to prayer

.Jews exhorted to obey - Polytheism the gravest the unpardonable sin

يراکسُ مُْتْناَوَ  هَولَّصلا  اوُبرَْقتَلا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 43

نَوُلوقُتَ ام  اومُلَْعتَ  یّتحَ 

اوُلسِتَْغتَ یّتحَ  لٍیبسَ  يرِباع  لاِّا  ابًُنجُلاوَ 

مُُتسْمَل وْاَ  طِِئاغْلا  نَِم  مْکُْنِم  دٌحَاَ  ءَاجوْاَ  رٍفَسَ  یلعَ  وْاَ  یضرْمَ  مُتْنکُ  نِْاوَ 

ءًام اودُجِتَ  مْلَفَ  ِنلا  ءَاسّ

مْکُیدْیاَوَ مْکُهِوجُوُِب  اوحُسَْمافَ  ِیطَ  ابًّ ادًیعصَ  اومَُّمیَتَفَ 

ارًوفُغَ اوفُعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

O' you who have Faith! do not approach prayer when you are intoxicated, until . " 43
you know what you say, nor when you are polluted unless you be passing through

.until you wash yourselves

And if you are ill or on a journey, or one of you come from privy or you have touched

,the women and you cannot find water

;then betake yourselves to pure earth then wipe your faces and your hands

." Verily Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving

****
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Commentary: verse 43

A Few Legal Ordinances

The following Islamic legal ordinances can be extracted from the above-mentioned

:verse

:Canonical prayers are invalid when the person is intoxicated. The holy verse says - 1

O' you who have Faith! do not approach prayer when you are intoxicated, until you " 
, ..." know what you say

The reason of it, of course, is clear, because `prayer' is the talk and invocation of the

.servant with Allah and the action must be performed in an utmost conscious state

The prayer is invalid for the person who is in ritual impurity. So, the Qur'ān says that - 2
:you should not approach prayer when you are polluted

 ..." nor when you are polluted "... 

:Next to that, it has stated an exception for this ordinance. It says

 ..." unless you be passing through "... 

In this state establishing prayer is permissible on the condition of dry ablution, which

.will be dealt with in the following

The words refer to the allowance of establishing prayer or passing through a - 3
:mosque after performing a legal bathing, which has been stated by saying

..." until you wash yourselves "...

:Dry Ablution for the Excused

Through the next phrase, all religious aspects of dry ablution are stated. At first, it

.points to the situation in which water is harmful for the health of the body

, ..." And if you are ill or on a journey "...
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:Then, it continues saying

, ..." or one of you come from privy or you have touched the women "...

:And, when in this situation, there is not water for ablution
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, ..." and you cannot find water "...

:In this condition, you must have recourse to dust

, ..." then betake yourselves to pure earth "... 

:In the next sentence, it has stated the style of having recourse to dust. It says

; ..." then wipe your faces and your hands "...

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān points to this fact that this ordinance is a kind of

:facilitation and discount for you, since

." verily Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving "...

****
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بِاتکِْلا نَِم  ابًیصَن  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  یَلِا  رَتَ  مَْلاَ  - 44

هََللا - َّضلا نَورُتَشْیَ 

لَیبَّسلا اوُّلضِتَ  نْاَ  نَودُیرُیوَ 

?Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book . " 44

." They buy error and desire that you should also go astray from the way

Commentary: verse 44

In this verse, Allah addresses the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)and, in an astonishing tone,
says: whether he has not seen that group of people who were given a portion of the

.Book in order to be guided and guide others

But instead of obtaining guidance and felicity by it for themselves and others, they

:buy aberration not only for themselves but also they wish you went astray. It says

?Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book " 

." they buy error and desire that you should also go astray from the way

Thus, as a result of their bad intentions, they changed what they had as a means of

guidance for themselves and for others into a means of misleading and being misled.
The reason of that manner was that they never went after the truth, but they looked

.all the things with the dark glasses of hypocrisy, jealousy, and materiality

****
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مْکُِئادعْاَِب مُلَعْاَ  هُّللاوَ  - 45

ارًیصَن هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ  ایِلوَ  هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ 

;And Allah knows well your enemies . " 45

. " and Allah is sufficient as a Guardian, and Allah is sufficient as a Helper

Commentary: verse 45

,In this verse, it says that they show themselves in the form of friends

. : but they are your real enemies. It is in the case that Allah knows your enemies well

; ... " And Allah knows well your enemies " 

What enmity is higher than that they are opposite your happiness and guidance. They

always persue their own evil aims to be practised, every time in a shape. They

sometimes come nigh with a tongue of benevolence, and sometimes by the way of ill-
.speaking

:Yet, you should never be afraid of their hostility, because you are not alone

." and Allah is sufficient as a Guardian, and Allah is sufficient as a Helper " ... 

****
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اودُاه نَیذَّلا  نَِم  - 46

رَْیغَ عْمَسْاوَ  انْیصَعَوَ  انْعمِسَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  هعِضِاومَ  نْعَ  مَِلکَْلا  نَوُفرِّحَُی 

نِیدّلا یِف  انًْعطَوَ  مْهِِتنَسِْلاَِب  اًیَل  انعِاروَ  عٍمَسُْم 

مَوَْقاَوَ مْهَُل  ارًْیخَ  نَاکَل  انرْظُْناوَ  عْمَسْاوَ  انْعطَاَوَ  انْعمِسَ  اوُلاق  مْهَُّناَ  وَْلوَ 

مْهِرِْفکُِب هُّللا  مُهُنَعََل  نْکِلوَ 

لاًیلقَ لاِّا  نَوُنِمؤُْیلافَ 

Some of those who are Jews change the words from their places and say: " We . " 46
heard and disobeyed ", and (impolitely tell the Messenger) do hear, but as one that

never hears, and ` Infatuate us! ' distorting (the word) with their tongues and taunting

about religion, and if they had said: ` We heard and we obeyed, hear you and respite

,us ' it would have been better for them, and more upright

,but Allah cursed them for their disbelief

. " so they do not believe; save a few

Commentary: verse 46

The application of the phrases / sami`nā wa `asạynā / in the Arabic language means

 '. something like Persian proverb which says: ` You may say but we do not follow

The Muslims of the time of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) used to tell him the Arabic

phrase /rā`inā/. By this word they meant to say that he would pay attention to them

and protect them. But the Jews perverted this word to a disgrace meaning. When the

word is taken from the Arabic root /ra`ā/, it means ` to consider, to observe ', but

when it is taken from the root /ra`ūnat /, and pronounced /rā`innā/, it means: ` make

of us foolish'. By twisting their tongues, the Jews used to both defame the Muslims

.and mock Islam

In the previous verse, too, their hostility and that they intended to
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.mislead the Muslims through their apostasy and infidelity, was pointed out

It was because of these hostilities and missing the light of guidance that they were

.cursed by Allah

Some of those who are Jews change the words from their places and say: " We " 
,heard and disobeyed ", and (impolitely tell the Messenger) do hear

but as one that never hears, and ` Infatuate us! ' distorting (the word) with their

tongues and taunting about religion, and if they had said: ` We heard and we obeyed,
,hear you and respite us ' it would have been better for them

,and more upright

. " but Allah cursed them for their disbelief, so they do not believe; save a few

****
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اقًدِّصَُم انْلَّزَن  امِب  اوُنِما  بَاتکِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 47

اهرِابدْاَ یلعَ  اهَّدرُنَفَ  اهًوجُوُ  سَمِطَْن  نْاَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  مْکُعَمَ  امِل 

تِْبَّسلا بَاحصْاَ  اّنعََل  امکَ  مْهُنَعَْلَن  وْاَ 

لاًوعُْفمَ هِّللا  رُْماَ  نَاکوَ 

O' you who have been given the Scripture! believe in what We have revealed, . " 47
confirming that which is (already) with you, before We destroy countenances and turn

them towards their backs, or curse them as We cursed the people of Sabbath (the

. " violating Jews), and the Command of Allah is ever-executed

Commentary: verse 47

Point

The words saying " ... before We destroy countenances and turn them towards their

backs, ... " may refer to the purpose of changing the feature of hearts and nature of

safe and sound intellects from the path of felicity. This status may come forth as a

result of their obstinacy and arrogance against the Divine verses. In stead of going

one step forward, they retrogress some steps backward, and their spiritual human

.features and intellects will be abolished

Perhaps, it refers to the outward change of faces to their backs and transformation of

.the features, or change of shapes in the Hereafter

The People of Sabbath

There were some disobedient Jews who violated the Command of Allah (s.w.t.) upon

the prohibition of fishing on Saturdays and, by a legal trick, they did fishing. So, they

.incurred the wrath of Allah, and their faces transformed into the shape of monkeys
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:Explanations

The general framework of the programs of all Divine prophets are alike. Therefore, - 1
in the style of invitation and propagation, others' opinions and their common rights

.should be respected

, ... " confirming that which is (already) with you " ... 

.Islam invites the followers of other religions to the religion of Allah, too - 2

 ... " O' you who have been given the Scripture! believe " 

The scientifical figures and those who are cognizant are more responsible, and are - 3
.especially addressed by the religion of Allah

 ..." O' you who have been given the Scripture! believe " 

.When confronting the obstinant ones, the means of threat must be used - 4

 ... " before We destroy " ... 

In order that the threat be affected, the kinds of its concrete and applicable - 5
.examples should be mentioned

(, ... " as We cursed the people of Sabbath (the violating Jews " ... 

The wrath of Allah upon all of the obstinate persons, during the history of the world, - 6
.is an Allah's way of treatment

(, ... " as We cursed the people of Sabbath (the violating Jews " ... 

.The command of Allah is always certain - 7

." and the Command of Allah is ever-executed " ... 

****
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کَِلذ نَودُ  ام  رُفِْغیَوَ  هِب  كَرَشُْی  نْاَ  رُفِْغیَلا  هَّللا  َّنِا  - 48

امًیظعَ امًْثِا  يرتَْفا  دِقَفَ  هِّللاِب  كْرِشُْی  نْمَوَ  ءُاشیَ  نْمَِل 

Verily Allah does not forgive that anything should be associated with Him, and . " 48
forgives what is besides that to whom He Pleases; and whoever associate (aught)

. " with Allah, has indeed devised a great sin

Commentary: verse 48

Point

More than two hundred times the word ` polytheism ' has been mentioned in the

Qur'ān where tending towards other than Allah (idolatry, hypocrisy, non-godly beliefs,
materialism, and so on) has been criticized. The content of this verse has also been

.repeated in this very Sura, verse 116; and in fact repetition can be a cause of guidance

However, polytheism will not be forgiven because it is an exodus from the process of

.right. It is also departing from the line of Allah and joining other than Him

If, even a pagan leaves out paganism and sincerely repents, Allah will forgive him. It is
cited in Sura Az-Zumar, No.39, verse 53 that surely Allah forgives the faults altogether,
therefore do not despair of His Mercy. Then, it is appropriate for everyone to return to

.Him by repenting and asking forgiveness

It is narrated from Imam Amirul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) who said that the mentioned

.verse, to me, is the most (encouraging) beloved one among the verses of the Qur'ān

Since no one knows to whom the wisely grace of Allah will be granted, there will

remain no room for pride and boldness in anyone to commit sin. The following factors

:pave the way of forgiveness

repentance, 2) to do goodness, 3) to avoid the great sins, 4) intercession, and, 5) the ( 1
(Divine pardon (which is pointed out in this verse

:Explanations
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Polytheism is the worst form of sins and it is a barrier against the Divine - 1
.forgiveness

.Forgiveness of the faults relates to the Wisely Will of Allah - 2
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مهُسَفُْناَ نَوُّکزَُی  نَیذَّلا  یَلِا  رَتَ  مَْلاَ  - 49

لاًیتفَ نَومَُل  - ظُْیلاوَ ءُاشیَ  نْمَ  یکّزَُی  هُّللا  لَِب 

Have you not seen those who consider themselves pure? Nay! Allah purifies . " 49
. " whom He pleases, and they shall not be wronged even the hair of a date-stone

Commentary: verse 49

In some other verses of the Qur'ān, self-praise and considering oneself faultless,
chosen, and excellent are also blamed. Sura An-Najm, No.53, Verse 32, for example,
says: " ... therefore do not attribute purity to yourselves; He knows him best who

. " keeps from evil

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) in one of his sermons, speaking about the signs of

the pious ones, points out: " ... whenever they are praised, they awe ...". Therefore,
that self-praise, which originates from pride, self-admiration and humiliating others,
is forbidden, while praising Allah and worshipping Him is a great value. By the way, the

divine retributions of people are the fruit of the evil deeds and they are not from the

.side of Allah

Have you not seen those who consider themselves pure? Nay! Allah purifies whom " 
. " He pleases, and they shall not be wronged even the hair of a date-stone

****
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بَذِکَْلا هِّللا  یلَعَ  نَورُتَْفیَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُنُا  - 50

انًیبُم امًْثِا  هِب  یفکَوَ 

. " See how they forge a lie against Allah! and it is sufficient as a manifest sin . " 50

Commentary: verse 50

The Jews considered themselves a superior race and also the children and the

beloved of the Lord. This self-admiration is the greatest calumny unto Allah, because

He has not appointed anyone as His child, and all human beings are equal before Him.
.It is in the case that, to Him, the only privilege is Faith and piety

In belie, besides the existence of lie, there are also the sin of accusation, persecution,
.injustice, and desecration

:Belie upon Allah nullifies fasting, too. Imam Bāqir (a.s.) also said

.Telling lie is worse than drinking wine." Yet, belie is graver than telling a lie, either " ... 

. " See how they forge a lie against Allah! and it is sufficient as a manifest sin " 

****
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Section 8: Leaning to injustice and evil to be avoided

Point

Jews preferring the idolaters to Muslims Abraham's seed blessed

,Recompense for disbelief and faith Obedience to Allah

.the Apostle Muhammad and those vested with the authority

تِْبجِْلاِب نَوُنِمؤُْی  بِاتکِْلا  نَِم  اًبیصَن  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  یَلِا  رَتَ  مَْلاَ  - 51

يدهْاَ ءِلاؤُه  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلِل  نَوُلوقُیَ  تِوغُا وَ  - طّلا وَ 

لاًیبسَ اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  نَِم 

?Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book . " 51

:They believe in Jibt (idol) and Tạ̄qūt (false deities) and they say about the infidels

( '." These are better guided on the way than those who have believed (in Islam ` 

Commentary: verse 51

After that the fight of 'Uhud ended, a group of the Jews went to Mecca in order that

.they ally with the pagans there against the Muslims

Having the aim to please and asure the pagans, the Jews prostrated before the

pagans' idols. They said that their idolatry was better than the faith of Muslims in

.(. Islam and Muhammad (p.b.u.h

?Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book " 

:They believe in Jibt (idol) and Tạ̄qūt (false deities) and they say about the infidels

( '." These are better guided on the way than those who have believed (in Islam ` 
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The Arabic term `Jibt', which is applied for the idol of magician, has occurred only

once in the Qur'ān; while the term Tạ̄qūt, which is derived from the sense of `

.disobedience ', has occurred eight times therein

Perhaps, the objective meaning of these two terms mentioned in the verse is the very

two idols before which the Jews prostrated. Or, may be, the
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purpose of ` Jibt' is the idol, but the purpose of `Tạ̄qūt' is the idol worshippers and the

.advocators of idolatry

:Explanations

The enemies of Islam, in order to work against Muslims, sometimes ignore their - 1
own conviction. (The Jews prostrated before idols for the pleasure of the pagans

.( against the Muslims

The mood of obstinacy and enmity changes the way of judgement, and causes the - 2
.truth to be concealed

 ..." they say about the infidels: ` These are better guided "... 

****
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هُّللا نِعَْلیَ  نْمَ  هُّللا وَ  مُهُنَعََل  نَیذَّلا  کَِئلوُا  - 52

اًریصَن هَُل  دَجِتَ  نْلَفَ 

These are they whom Allah has cursed, and whomever Allah curses, then you will . " 52
." not find any helper for him

Commentary: verse 52

The unauspicious alliances of the opponents of the truth will never gain their expected

results. (As it was seen in the alliance of the parties of infidels, idolators, and the Jews

due to the plotting against Islam when the Jews went into Mecca and prostrated

before idols, and when they judged unjustly and allied against Islam. They gained,
.( then, nothing through opposing the Will of Allah

." then you will not find any helper for him "...

.However, whoever is cursed by Allah, will always be wretched

These are they whom Allah has cursed, and whomever Allah curses, then you will " 
." not find any helper for him

****
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ارًیقَن سَاّنلا  نَوُتؤُْیلا  اذًاِفَ  کِْلمُْلا  نَِم  بٌیصَن  مْهَُل  مْاَ  - 53

Or have they a share in the kingdom? Then in that case, they do not give even a . " 53
! " speck to anybody

Commentary: verse 53

By the commentaries of the previous couple of verses, it was said that the Jews, to

attract the attention of the idol-worshippers of Mecca, testified that the idolatry of the

Quraysh was better than the theistic practice of the Muslims. Even they themselves

fell prostration before the idols. In this verse, as well as the next one, this fact has

been pointed out that their judgement was worthless and invalid. Each of these two

.verses contains a considerable proof

In this verse the Qur'ān inquires whether the Jews had any share in the government

that they let themselves judge like that. And, yet, if they had such an authority, they

would not give people any right when they might keep every thing for themselves

.exclusively

Or have they a share in the kingdom? Then in that case, they do not give even a " 
! " speck to anybody

****
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هِلضْفَ نِْم  هُّللا  مُهُاتا  ام  یلعَ  سَاّنلا  نَودُسُحْیَ  مْاَ  - 54

هَمَکْحِْلاوَ بَاتکِْلا  مَیهرْبِا  لَا  انْیتَا  دْقَفَ 

امًیظعَ اکًْلُم  مْهُانْیتَاوَ 

Or, do they (the Jews) envy people for that which Allah has given them of His . " 54
grace? But indeed We have given to Abraham's children the Book and the Wisdom

. " and We have given them a grand kingdom

Commentary: verse 54

In the former verses, the words were about the niggardliness of the Jews, and here,
in this verse, their envy is dealt with. Envy, of course, is worse than niggardliness,
because a miser simply does not remit his own property, but an envious person is

.inconvenient of the favour of another person, either

The word /an-nās / `people', mentioned in this verse, as Tafsīr-us-Sạ̄fī indicates,
(refers to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his progeny.(1

Thus, the verse says that the Jews envied them for that which Allah had given them

out of His Grace. Then, through such judgements, they wished to quench the fire of

.their envy

?Or, do they (the Jews) envy people for that which Allah has given them of His grace " 
..."

Then the Qur'ān says: why do you wonder and envy that the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.), chosen from the family of Banī-Hāshim, has been given such a rank? It is in
the case that Allah has also given the progeny of Abraham (from whose family are the

Jews) the Book and the wisdom and He has bestowed the prophets of the Children of

.Israel the authority of a great kingdom

But indeed We have given to Abraham's children the Book and the Wisdom and We "... 
." have given them a grand kingdom
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But, unfortunately you, the degenerate people, lost those worthy
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spiritual and physical capitals because of your own wickedness and hard-
.heartedness

A tradition narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) denotes that he (a.s.) was asked about this

verse and he (a.s.) answered: " We are those whom have been jealous of by the

 ... " enemies

The physical and spiritual damages of envy, irrespective of personal and social ones,
are extraordinarily abundant. They have been mentioned in the traditions of the

leaders of Islam. Including them, it is narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) who said: " Envy

and malevolence are from the darkness of the heart and blind heartedness, which in
turn originate from the denial of the bounties of Allah upon human beings. These two,
(blind-heartedness and denial of the bounties of Allah) are two wings of disbelief

." which causes the annihilation of man

****
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هُْنعَ َّدصَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  هِب  نَمَا  نْمَ  مْهُْنمِفَ  - 55

ارًیعسَ مََّنهَجَِب  یفکَوَ 

So, of them were (some) who believed in it, and of them were (some) who barred . " 55
(." from it, and sufficient (to punish them) is the Blazing Fire (of Hell

Commentary: verse 55

This verse is both a soothing for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and a solace for the Muslims, so

that they would not be tired and despaired of the faithlessness of people. In the

length of history, the circumstances have always been such, and all the prophets had

.been faced with the unfaithfulness of some groups of people

So, of them were (some) who believed in it, and of them were (some) who barred " 
(. from it, and sufficient (to punish them) is the Blazing Fire (of Hell

****
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انِتایاِب اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 56

اهرَْیغَ ادًوُلجُ  مْهُانْلَّدَب  مْهُدُوُلجُ  تْجَضَِن  امَّلکُ  ارًان  مْهِیلصُْن  فَوْسَ 

امًیکحَ ازًیزعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا  بَاذعَْلا  اوُقوذُیَِل 

Verily those who disbelieved in Our Signs, soon We will cast them into Fire so oft . " 56
as their skins shall be burnt We will change them for other skins, that they may taste

. " the torment. Surely Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 56

Point

Since the infidels were constantly obstinate, they should be retributed constantly with

.their new skins

Once, Ibn-i-Abil-`Ujā', who was one of the opponents of the religion, asked Imam

.Sạ̄diq (a.s.) what the fault of the new skin was

Imam (a.s) said: " The new skin is from the remaining of the burnt of the very first skin.
It is like a sun-dried brick which breaks into pieces and will be made of it mud and a

 " new sun-dried brick again

:Explanations

.The punishment of the disbelievers is permanent - 1

 ... " We will change them for other skins " ... 

The punishment, because of its continuation, will never become ordinary for the - 2
.disbelievers

The new skin is for tasting a severe chastisement; (since, in burning, the utmost - 3
pain is felt in the skin, and when the fire reaches the bone its pain seems less than

(. before
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The Resurrection will be bodily, because the punishment will be upon the skin and - 4
.the change that it will have

Verily those who disbelieved in Our Signs, soon We will cast them into Fire so oft as " 
their skins shall be burnt We will change them for other skins, that they may taste the

. " torment. Surely Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

****

p: 70

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2070 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


تٍاّنجَ مْهُُلخِدُْنسَ  تِاحِلاصّلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 57

مْهَُل ادًَباَ  اهیف  نَیدِلاخ  رُاهْنلاَْا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ 

مْهُُلخِدُْنوَ هٌرََّهطَُم  جٌاوزْاَ  اهیف 

لاًیلظَ لاظِ 

And (as for) those who believe and do good deeds, We will admit them into . " 57
;gardens beneath which rivers flow therein shall they abide forever

. " for them are pure companions and We will make them enter a dense shade

Commentary: verse 57

Point

In this verse, the holy Qur'ān promises those believers who have a good Faith and do

good deeds that surely they will live soon in gardens of Heaven, where under its trees

.some rivers flow. Their life therein will be for ever

Besides that, in Paradise, they will have the pure spouses who will be the source of

.calmness and tranquility for both their bodies and souls

They will be pure from the point of menstruation blood, all meannesses, and

pollutions. They will live under some eternal shades that, unlike to the inconstant

.shades of this world, are permanent, wherein no hot wind nor bitter cold enters

And (as for) those who believe and do good deeds, We will admit them into gardens " 
;beneath which rivers flow therein they will abide forever

." for them are pure companions and We will make them enter a dense shade

****
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اهِلهْاَ یلِا  تِاناملاَْا  اوُّدؤَُت  نْاَ  مْکُرُُمأْیَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  - 58

لِدْعَْلاِب اومُکُحْتَ  نْاَ  سِاّنلا  نَْیَب  مُْتمْکَحَ  اذِاوَ 

هِب مْکُظُعِیَ  امّعِِن  هَّللا  َّنِا 

ارًیصَب اعًیمسَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

,Verily Allah commands you that you restore deposits to their owners . " 58

;and when you judge between people, you judge with justice

;verily good is the admonition Allah gives you

." verily Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing

:Occasion of Revelation

This verse was revealed at the time when the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), being completely

victorious, arrived in Mecca. The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) called for `Uthmān-ibn-
Tạlhah, the key holder of the Ka`bah, and took the key from him in order to clear out

the Ka`bah from the existence of the idols. After the fulfilment of that aim, `Abbās,
.the Prophet's uncle, asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to give the key of the Ka`bah to him

The rank of key-holding of the Sacred-House, in fact, was a distinguished and

honourable rank among Arabs. But, contrary to that, after clearing out the Ka`bah

from the filth of the existence of the idols, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) closed the door of the

House and delivered the key to `Uthmān-ibn-Tạlhah while he (p.b.u.h.) was reciting

.the verse under discussion

Commentary: verse 58

Deposit and Justice in Islam

This holy verse, from which a general and common ordinance is understood, explicitly

:says
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, ... " Verily Allah commands you that you restore deposits to their owners " 

In the second part of the verse, it points to another important subject. It is the

proposition of observing justice in government. The

p: 72
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:verse, conveying the command of Allah, says

; ..." and when you judge between people, you judge with justice "... 

:Then, to lay emphasis on these two commands, it says

; ... " verily good is the admonition Allah gives you " ... 

Again, the verse emphasizes and says that Allah is watching you in any state you are,
:and He both hears your words and sees what you do. It says

." verily Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing "... 

It is evident that the term ` deposit ' has a vast meaning. It includes any physical and

spiritual capitals. Therefore, according to the clear meaning of this verse, every

Muslim is enjoined not to be treacherous in any deposit and unto any person, whether

the owner of the deposit is Muslim or non-Muslim. This ordinance is, in fact, one of the

 '. principles of ` the declaration of the rights of human kind in Islam

Even the scientists of a society are the depositaries. They are charged with a duty not

to conceal the facts. Our children are also the deposits of Allah with us. We must not

neglect training and educating them. Beyond than that, our existence and whatever

power Allah (s.w.t.) has given us are the deposits of Allah, and we should try to protect

.them carefully

A tradition narrated from Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) about the importance of ` deposit '

indicates that once he (a.s.) told one of his companions: " If the murderer of Hazrat Ali

(a.s.) trusted me a deposit, or wanted me to advise him, or consulted me, and I

(accepted that from him, certainly I would be honest in the deposition."(1

 ', In many Islamic traditions, the purpose of the term ` deposit

mentioned in the current verse, has been introduced the leadership of the society, the

men of which are Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.). This is the clear extension of practising this

(verse.(2
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****

p: 73

Tafsir-us-Safi, vol.1, p. 427 1 - 1
Tafsir-ul-Burhan, vol.1, p.380 (second edition) narrates 15 traditions upon this - 2

meaning
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لَوسَُّرلا اوعُیطاَوَ  هَّللا  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 59

مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُْاوَ 

لِوسَُّرلاوَ هِّللا  یَلِا  هُوُّدرُفَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش یف  مُْتعْزَانتَ  نْاِفَ 

رِخِلاْا مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْت  مُْتْنکُ  نِْا 

لاًیوأْتَ نُسَحْأَوَ  رٌْیخَ  کَِلذ 

O' you who have Faith! obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those charged . " 59
,with authority among you. Then, if you quarrel about anything

.refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day

." This is better and very good in the end

Commentary: verse 59

Point

This verse, together with a few verses next to it, discuss about one of the most

important matters of Islam, that is, the subject of leadership. They determine the true

source of imitation of Muslims for the different social and religious affairs that they

.may have

:At first, it commands those who have faith, saying

..." O' you who have Faith! obey Allah " 

It is obvious that, for a believing person, all obediences must be led to the obedience

of Allah. Then, any form of leadership must originate from His pure Essence and be

adopted to His command, because it is He Who is the Ruler and the genetic Owner of

the world of existence, and every sovereignty and ownership should be under His

.command

:For the second stage it says
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 ..." and obey the Messenger "... 

Obey the Prophet who is immaculate and never speaks out of desire (1) , an Apostle

appointed from the side of Allah amongst people, whose word is the word of Allah,
.and whose rank and position have been bestowed to him by Allah

p: 74

Sura An-Nisā, No.53, verse 3 1 - 1
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:And, for the third stage, it says

..." and those charged with authority among you "... 

Obey such ones who are from the inside of the Islamic society and protect both the

.divine religion and worldly affairs of people

:After that, it says

Then, if you quarrel about anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you "... 
." believe in Allah and the Last Day. This is better and very good in the end

 '? Who are ` Those Charged with Authority

All the Shi`ite commentators have the same attitude on this matter that the purpose

of the phrase /'ulil- 'amr /, mentioned in this verse, is the immaculate Imams to whom

the physical and spiritual leadership of the Islamic society, consisting of all affairs of

life, have been given from the side of Allah and His Apostle (p.b.u.h.), and it does not

conclude any other than them. This meaning is said according to the contents of 33
(. authentic traditions cited in At-Tafsīr-ul-Burhān, vol.1, pp. 381-386 (second edition

Of course, under some conditions, the obedience of those who are appointed to a

rank and charge a position in the society, is necessary. This obedience is not for that

they themselves are `those charged with authority', but for that they are agents of

'. `those charged with authority

:Explanations

Absolute obedience from the Messenger of Allah and `those charged with authority' . 1
is a token for inerrancy of those magnanimous ones. Thus, any denotation expansion

which is stated for `those charged with authority' is not valid, if the one is not

.infallible

The repetition of the word /'atī`ū / `obey' is the secret of the kind of orders. The . 2
holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) sometimes stated the ordinances of Allah, and sometimes gave

the governmental commands, since he had both offices of `prophecy' and
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(government. (1

p: 75

Allah addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h) in the Quran both for the rank of statement 1 - 1
(Sura An-Nahl, No.16, verse 44) and for the rank of government (Sura An-Nisa, No.4 ,

(verse 105
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The name of `those charged with authority' is mentioned nesct to the names of . 3
Allah and the Apostle, accompanied with an absolute obedience. This is a sign to show

that the one in charge of Islamic government should be qualified with a high

saintliness. Based on many traditions, as was mentioned in the commentary of the

.(. verse, the purpose of the phrase `those charged with authority' is Ahlul-Bayt (a.s

People ought to accept the Islamic system and support its godly leaders by their . 4
.words and deeds

obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those charged with "... 

 ..." autority among you

In obedience, hierarchical order should be observed, that is: Allah, the Messenger, . 5
.and those charged with authority

.One of the ways of: acknowledgement is comparison with opposites and contraries . 6

When speaking of mischief-makers, the extravagant, the misguided, the ignorant, . 7
:the tyrants and so on, the Qur'ān's command is

Do not yield..." and " Do not follow ...". The conclusion is that the aspects of the word " 
./'atī`ū/ `obey' must be those whose obedience have not been prohibited of

.To obey false deities is forbidden . 8

If all groups assume the Qur'ān and the practice of the Prophet (p.b.u.h) as reliable . 9
.testimonies, discords will be removed and unity will govern

:A complete religion must have a solution for discords. The Qur'ān says . 10

, ..." refer it to Allah and the Messenger "... 

Those who are opponent to the orders of Allah, the Messenger, and `those . 11
charged with authority' should doubt in their own religion, if they want to believe in

.truth
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 ..." if you believe "... 

Farsightedness and being careful of the interests of long future, time is the . 12
.standard of value

." This is better and very good in the end "... 

****

p: 76
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.Section 9: Hypocrites refuse to accept the Messenger's judgement

Point

 - Hypocrites' leaning to satan - the Messenger's judgement shall be accepted

.Reward for the obedience to Allah and the Messenger

نَومُعُزْیَ نَیذَّلا  یَلِا  رَتَ  مَْلاَ  - 60

نْاَ نَودُیرُی  کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِنُا  اموَ  کَْیَلِا  لَزِنُا  امِب  اوُنمَا  مْهَُّناَ 

نُاطْیَّشلا دُیرُیوَ  هِب  اورُفُکْیَ  نْاَ  اورُِمُا  دْقَوَ  تِوغُاطّلا  یَلِا  اومُکَاحتَیَ 

ادًیعَب لاًلاضَ  مْهَُّلضُِی  نْاَ 

Have you not seen those who think they believe in what has been revealed to you . " 60
?and what was revealed before you

They intend to resort in the judgement of Tāghūt (false deities) while they have been

,ordered to reject him

." and Satan intends to mislead them far astray

Commentary: verse 60

It happened that there arose a dispute between a hypocritical Mulsim and a Jew.
They decided to refer to the arbitrator. The Jew elected the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as the

arbitrator for trustworthiness and justice he (p.b.u.h.) had, but the hypocrite agreed

with Ka`b-ibn-'Ashraf (one of the distinguished Jews) as his arbitrator, because the

hypocrite knew that he could tend the attitude of Ka`b towards his benefit by giving

.him some gifts. he verse is for the bleme of that manner

Have you not seen those who think they believe in what has been revealed to you " 
?and what was revealed before you
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They intend to resort in the judgement of Tāghūt (false deities) while they have been

." ordered to reject him, and Satan intends to mislead them far astray

p: 77
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As for the definition of `the false deities', Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) says: "A false deity is he

who does not judge rightfully, decides against the command of Allah, and his order is
(obeyed." (1

In the previous verse, Allah and the Apostle were introduced as the place of resorts of

discords, but in this verse, the blame is upon those who refer to false deities as the

place of resorts of their own discords. Thus, in that verse the virtuous cite of resort

has been introduced, while in this verse the impious one has been pointed out. So,
true believers do not even think of going to false deities since agreement with /tāqūt/

.`false deities' is prohibited

..." they have been ordered to reject him "... 

.For removing the interior discords, going to non-Muslims is forbidden for Muslims

(..." They intend to resort to the judgement of Tạ̄ghūt (false deities "... 

Through a verse (No. 35) in the current Sura, formerly the Qur'ān pointed out that: for

a family discord an arbitrator from the family of the wife and another one from the

.family of the husband should judge

(Then appoint a judge from his people and a judge from her people, ..."(2 "... 

****

p: 78

Al-Tafasir-ul-Burhan, vol.1, p. 387 1 - 1
Sura An-Nisa, No. 4, Verse 35 2 - 2
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اوَْلاعتَ مْهَُل  لَیق  اذِاوَ  - 61

نَوُّدصُیَ نَیقِفانمُْلا  تَْیاَرَ  لِوسَُّرلا  یَلِاوَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  ام  یلِا 

ادًودُصُ کَْنعَ 

And when it is said to them: ` Come to what Allah has revealed and to the . " 61
." Messenger,' you will see the hypocrites barring (people) to you with utter aversion

Commentary: verse 61

Point

The reference of hypocrites to false deities and asking judgement from (non-Muslim)
foreigners is not a casual happening. But, it is the quality and spiritual specification of

.hypocrites that they oppose the heavenly leaders and reject the path of truth

,' And when it is said: ` Come to what Allah has revealed and to the Messenger " 

." you will see the hypocrites barring (people) to you with utter aversion

:Explanations

The hypocrites do not surrender to the law of Allah and the command of the . 1
.Prophet (p.b.u.h.). But, in the meanwhile, we must invite them to the truth

The hypocrites are not sensitive to the heartly faith of people to Allah. Their main . 2
.worriment is the crowd of people gathered around the heavenly Messenger

." you will see the hypocrites barring (people) to you with utter aversion "... 

The blameworthy plot of the hypocrites, is separating people from the Prophet . 3
.(. (p.b.u.h

However, in another occurrence, the Qur'ān indicates that barring the path of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is, in fact, barring the path of Allah, and denying the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) is the denial of the signs of Allah. In another verse, it says: "... but surely
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(they do not call you a liar, but the unjust deny the Signs of Allah." (1

p: 79

Sura Al-An'am, No. 6, Verse 33 1 - 1
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مْهِیدْیاَ تْمََّدقَ  امِب  هٌبَیصُم  مهُْتَباصاَ  اذِا  فَْیکَفَ  - 62

هِّللاِب نَوفُِلحْیَ  كَؤُاج  َّمُث 

اقًیفوْتَوَ اًناسحِْا  لاِّا  اندْرَأَ  نِْا 

But how will it be, when some disaster befalls them on account of what their . " 62
(: (own) hands have forwarded, then they come to you swearing by Allah (saying

 '? " We intended naught but kindness and concord ` 

Commentary: verse 62

Point

The justification of the hypocrites for referring the judgement to the false deities, as

they said, was that their final aim was to make peace. So, if they had gone to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for judgement and he judged for the benefit of one party, naturally

the other party would have become displeased from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
and would have raised a tumult noisily, which was not appropriate with the position of

the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Therefore, to avoid this matter and to protect the honour,
.rank, and amiability of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), they did not take the conflict to him

:Explanations

The hypocritical Muslims refer to the divine leaders only when they encounter a . 1
.difficulty and feel danger

 ..." they come to you "... 

.The opponents usually justify their wrong actions . 2

 ..." We intended naught but kindness "... ` 

.The hypocrites apply the swearing to Allah as a cover over their own goals . 3

 ..." swearing by Allah "... 
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Among the deeds of the hypocrites is: showing a feature of benevolence, kindness . 4
.and claiming the motto of peacefulness and exchanging agreements

?" kindness and concord "... 

p: 80
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مْهِِبوُلُق یف  ام  هُّللا  مُلَْعیَ  نَیذَّلا  کَِئلوُا  - 63

لاًوْقَ مْهِسِفُْناَ  یف  مْهَُل  لُْقوَ  مْهُظْعِوَ  مْهُْنعَ  ضْرِعْاَفَ 

اغًیلَب

,Those are they of whom Allah knows what is in their hearts . " 63

,therefore turn away from them

." and admonish them and speak to them concerning themselves effectual words

Commentary: verse 63

The effort of the hypocrites is useless, because Allah knows both their interiors and

.their evil intentions, and manifests them at an appropriate time

, ..." Those are they of whom Allah knows what is in their hearts " 

Also, the apology of the hypocrites is not done truthfully, otherwise they would not

.issue the command of rejection

, ..." Allah knows what is in their hearts, therefore turn away from them "... 

****

p: 81
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هِّللا نِذْاِِب  عَاطُیِل  لاِّا  لٍوسُرَ  نِْم  انْلسَرْاَ  اموَ  - 64

مْهُسَفُْناَ اومُلَظَ  ذِْا  مْهَُّناَ  وَْلوَ 

لُوسَُّرلا مُهَُل  رَفَْغتَسْاوَ  هَّللا  اورُفَْغتَسْافَ  كَؤُاج 

امًیحرَ اًباوّتَ  هَّللا  اودُجَوََل 

And We did not send any Messenger save that he should be obeyed, by Allah's . " 64
leave, and had they, when they were unjust to themselves, come to you and sought

forgiveness of Allah and the Messenger (also) had asked forgiveness for them, they

." would certainly have found Allah forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 64

Through the previous verses, the Qur'ān has seriously condemned referring to the

:tyranical arbitrators. Yet, as an emphasis in this verse, it says

,And We did not send any Messenger save that he should be obeyed, by Allah's leave " 
..."

The reason of it is that those Apostles have been both the Messenger of Allah and the

chief in the divine government. Therefore, people have been enjoined to obey them

from the point of stating the ordinances of Allah, and the manner of practicing them

.both. They should not suffice only to a mere claim of faith

Then, in the continuation of the verse, it has opened the door of return to the sinners

and those who have referred to the false deities, or in some way or other, have

:committed a fault or faults, where it says

and had they, when they were unjust to themselves, come to you and sought "... 
forgiveness of Allah and the Messenger (also) had asked forgiveness for them, they

." would certainly have found Allah forgiving, Merciful

The current discussed part of the verse points to this fact that the

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2090 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 82

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2091 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


fruit of the obedience of Allah and His Apostle (p.b.u.h.) returns to yourselves, as well

as the result of your disobedience, which is a kind of injustice, that returns to you, too,
because it disturbs the material affairs of your life and, also from the spiritual point of

.view, it causes your retrogression

By the way, this verse is an answer to those who imagine referring to the Prophet or

Imam is a kind of polytheism, because this verse clearly denotes that coming to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and setting him as an intercessor before Allah, in order to seek

forgiveness from Him for the sinners, is effective and causes their repentance to be

.accepted and the grace of Allah to be showered

****

p: 83
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نَوُنِمؤُْیلا کَِّبرَوَ  لافَ  - 65

مْهِسِفُْناَ یف  اودُجِیَلا  َّمُث  مْهُنَْیَب  رَجَشَ  امیف  كَومُکِّحَُی  یّتحَ 

امًیلسْتَ ِلسَُیوَ  اومُّ تَْیضَقَ  امِّم  اجًرَحَ 

!But no, by your Lord . " 65

they do not believe (in reality) until they make you the judge regarding the

,disagreement between them

then they find within themselves no dislike of which you decide and submit with full

. " submission

Occasion of Revelation verse 65

There was a dispute between Zubayr-ibn-`Awām (one of the Emigrants) and an other

Muslim from the Helpers upon the irrigation of a palm-plantation. Since the Upper

part of the garden belonged to Zubayr, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) judged that he should

irrigate it first. The other man, the Helper, became worried from the Prophet's

judgement (p.b.u.h.) and told him: " As Zubayr is your cousin, you judged in his benefit.
" As soon as he uttered that expression, the face of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) paled, and

.the above verse was revealed

Surprising! They themselves elected the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as an arbitrator, but they

.refused his judgement

Commentary: verse 65

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) in a tradition said: " If some people worship Allah by establishing

prayer, performing Hajj pilgrimage, paying alms, and so on to adore Him, but they

doubt about the deeds of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), they are not, indeed,
.believers. " Then he (a.s.) recited this verse
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!But no, by your Lord " 

they do not believe (in reality) until they make you the judge regarding the

disagreement between them, then they find within themselves no dislike of which you

decide

p: 84
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. " and submit with full submission

:However, the signs of a true believer are three

A) Instead of referring to the false deities, he takes the judgement to the Prophet

.(. (p.b.u.h

B) He should not have any suspicion to the judgement of the Messenger of Allah

.(. (p.b.u.h

 ..." they find within themselves no dislike "... 

C) He ought to accept the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ordently and surrender to

.it

By the way, judgement is from among the ranks of messengership and mastership.
And, personal attitude against the sacred Qur'ānic text is forbidden, because this

(. manner is the sign of faithlessness, (regarding to the occasion of revelation

****
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مْهِْیلَعَ انْبتَکَ  اّناَ  وَْلوَ  - 66

مْکُرِایدِ نِْم  اوجُرُخْا  وِاَ  مْکُسَفُْناَ  اوُلُتْقا  نِاَ 

هِب نَوظُعَوُی  ام  اوُلعَفَ  مْهَُّناَ  وَْلوَ  مْهُْنِم  لٌیلقَ  لاِّا  هُوُلعَفَ  ام 

اتًیبْثتَ َّدشَاَوَ  مْهَُل  ارًْیخَ  نَاکَل 

And if We had decreed for them (saying): ` Kill yourselves or go forth from your . " 66
;dwellings ', they would not have done it except a few of them

and if they had done what they were admonished, it would have certainly been better

(. for them and more efficacious for strengthening (their faith

Commentary: verse 66

Here, in order to complete the previous discussion about those who sometimes felt

inconvenience for the just judgements of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the verse points to

some laborious duties of the former nations, such as the Jews whom, after idol-
worshipping and calf-worshipping, were ordained to kill each other as an atonement

of that great sin, or to go out of their beloved homes. But, this group are not ordained

a heavy and grave duty. If they were also enjoined to do hard duties, how could they

?to lerate

These people who do not submit the judgement of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) upon the

:irrigation of a palm-plantation, how can they fulfil other trials? So, it says

And if We had decreed for them (saying): ` Kill yourselves or go forth from your " 
; ..." dwellings, they would not have done it except a few of them

Then, it points to two advantages that result from the fulfilment of the commands of

:Allah, saying

and if they had done what they were admonished, it would have certainly been "...
(. better for them and more efficacious for strengthening (their faith
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Here, the commands and ordinances of Allah have been rendered
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into admonishments and advices. This shows that these ordinances are not any things

that benefit the Commander (Allah), but they are some advices that benefit us

.ourselves

It is interesting that the verse implies that the further a person paves the path of

obedience of Allah (s.w.t.), the more his perseverance and steadfastness promotes. In

fact, the obedience of the command of Allah is a kind of spiritual practice for human

.beings

****
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امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ  اّندَُل  نِْم  مْهُانْیتَلاَ  اذًِاوَ  - 67

And then We would certainly have given them from Our Own accord a great . " 67
." reward

امًیقتَسُْم اطًارصِ  مْهُانْیدَهََلوَ  - 68

." And We would certainly have guided them in the straight path . " 68

Commentary: verses 67-68

In these two verses, two other advantages of obeying and submitting to Allah are

stated. In addition to the advantages mentioned in the previous verses, the first verse

:points to the third gain of this obedience. It says

And then We would certainly have given them from Our Own accord a great " 
." reward

****

And the second verse points to the fourth result of obeying and submitting to Allah

:when it says

." And We would certainly have guided them in the straight path"

The objective meaning of the term ` guidance ', mentioned in this verse, is some

additional graces which are bestowed upon these eligible persons from the side of

.Allah in the form of a secondary guidance and as a particular reward

****
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لَوسَُّرلاوَ هَّللا  عِطُِی  نْمَوَ  - 69

نَیّیِبَّنلا نَِم  مْهِْیلَعَ  هُّللا  مَعَْناَ  نَیذَّلا  عَمَ  کَِئلواُفَ 

نَیحِلاصّلاوَ ءِادهَُّشلاوَ  نَیقیدّصِّلاوَ 

اقًیفرَ کَِئلوُْا  نَسُحَوَ 

,And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger . " 69

,these are with those upon whom Allah has bestowed favours

;of the prophets, and the truthful, and the martyrs, and the righteous

." and excellent are these as companions

امًیلعَ هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  لُضْفَْلا  کَِلذ  - 70

." This is the grace from Allah, and sufficient is Allah as the Knower . " 70

Occasion of Revelation verse 69

Upon the revelation of this verse, it has been cited that: once one of the companions

of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), who was named Nubān, and who had a fairly intensive

affection to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), came to him while he was very

distressed. The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) asked him about his disturbance and he

answered that he reviewed the thought in his mind on that day that: if he would be

admitted into Paradise on the Day of Judgement, he would surely not be in the

position of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) therein. And, if he would not be admitted into

Paradise, his circumstances were evident. Therefore, in either of the cases he might

be deprived from being at the presence of him (p.b.u.h.). That was why he was

.distressed

Then, these two verses were revealed and gave glad tidings to such people implying

that the obedient persons will be the companions of the prophets and the chosen

:ones in Heaven. Then the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said
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By Allah, the faith of a Muslim will not be completed except that the one loves me " 
better than himself, his parents and all his relatives, and that he be submitted to my

." words
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Commentary: verses 69-70

Companions in Heaven

In the previous holy verses, the privileges of the obedients to the command of Allah

:(s.w.t.) were enumerated. To complete them, this holy verse says

And whoever obeys Allah and the Messenger, these are with those upon whom Allah " 
, ..." has bestowed favours

As it was mentioned in the commentary of Sura Al-Ḥamd, This bounty reaches to

.those who constantly pave the Straight Path and go astray naught

:Then, to explain this phrase, it points to the following four groups, and says

; ..." of the prophets, and the truthful, and the martyrs, and the righteous "... 

The prophets and the special messengers of Allah are those who take the first step . 1
.for the guidance, leadership and invitation of people to the Straight Path

The truthful are those who both tell the truth in their speech and prove it by their . 2
own true and sincere deeds. They practically show that they are not only some bare

.claimers of Faith, but they truly do believe in the commands of Allah

In Islamic authentic literature, the whole immaculate Imams (a.s.) and Fātimat-uz-
'. Zahrā (a.s.) are introduced as the best samples of ` the truthful

The martyrs are those slain in the path of divine goal and belief, or those . 3
distinguished persons who will be witnesses to the deeds of human beings on the Day

.of Judgement

The Righteous are the distinguished eligible persons who have gained some . 4
prominent ranks by performing some positive, productive and useful deeds and also

.by obeying the commands of the prophets

:At the end of the verse, it remarks
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." and excellent are these as companions "... 

It is clearly understood from the above verse that having good companions and

valuable friends is so great and important that even in the
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Hereafter, to complete the Heavenly bounties, this great favour will be granted to `
.the obedients ', too

****

To express the importance of this great advantage (viz. the companionship of the

:Chosens), it says

." This is the grace from Allah, and sufficient is Allah as the Knower"

However, being with prophets and the truthful is a grace from Allah to those who

.obey Him

Allah is cognizant to the states of the obedient and disobedient people, as well as to

the circumstances of the hypocrites and sincere believers. He knows those who are

eligible for the friendship of the prophets, the truthful and so on, the same as the

states of those who are not eligible, because He is aware of even the treachery of the

.eyes

****
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Section 10: Believers to be continued

Point

Believers enjoined to be always on their guard Those who sell this world's life for the

life

.Hereafter Reward for those who endeavour in the way of the Lord

تٍابُث اورُفِْنافَ  مْکُرَذْحِ  اوذُخُ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 71

اعًیمجَ اورُفِْنا  وِاَ 

!O' you who have Faith . " 71

(, Take your precautions (keep weapons with yourselves

." then either advance in parties or march off all together

Commentary: verse 71

Point

In the previous verse, the subject was upon the obedience of Allah, the leadership of

the immaculate ones, and sovereignty of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). In this verse, the

words imply of being careful of the necessity of power, intelligence and a martial

.preparation for the Islamic community and for the divine leadership

The Arabic word /hịðr/ means: `being alert', `being on the lookout', and `the means of

'. defence

The Qur'ānic term /ubāt/ is the plural form of the term /ubat/ which means: ` separate

parts of forces ', (including of groups of quick attacking fighters who cause the enemy

(. to become confused so that they cannot think what to do

:Explanations
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Muslims should be always prepared and alert. They should be cognizant of the . 1
plans, number of forces, the sort of weapons, spirit, and internal and external co-

.operations of the enemy. Thus they should design their affairs and act accordingly
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.Muslims must be trained in military courses . 2

(, ..." O' you who have Faith! Take your precautions (keep weapons with yourselves " 

.Muslims should be mobilized . 3

." or march off all together "... 

.Muslims have to utilize the different styles of challenging with enemy . 4

." Then either advance in parties or march off all together "... 

.Muslims must protect the bounds of their country . 5

Acting upon the involving message of this verse, is the secret of honour and glory,
.while neglecting it is the mystery of the fall and failure of Muslims

****

p: 93

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2107 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هٌبَیصُم مْکُْتَباصاَ  نْاِفَ  َّنئَطِّبَُیَل  نْمََل  مْکُْنِم  َّنِاوَ  - 72

َّیلَعَ هُّللا  مَعَْناَ  دْقَ  لَاق 

ادًیهشَ مْهُعَمَ  نْکُاَ  مَْل  ذِْا 

;And verily some of you there are that loiter . " 72

:if then a misfortune befalls you he says

'." Allah has blessed me in this that I was not present with them`

Commentary: verse 72

Following to the general command of Holy Struggle and trial against enemy, which

was stated in the previous verse, in this holy verse, the Qur'ān has pointed to some

hypocrites and intends to say that these figures and such features, who are among

you, vigorously try not to take part in the rows of strivers who struggle in the way of

:Allah. It says

; ..." And verily some of you there are that loiter"

But when the strivers return from the battle-field, or when the news of war reaches

them that they have suffered a failure or martyrdom, these hypocrites will happily

say: what a great bounty Allah has given them that they (hypocrites) did not

:accompanied them (the strivers) to witness such heart-rending events! It says

if them a misfortune befalls you, he says: `Allah has blessed me in this that I was "... 
'." not present with them

****
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مْکَُباصاَ نِْئَلوَ  - 73

هُنَْیَبوَ مْکُنَْیَب  نْکُتَ  مَْل  نْاَکَ  َّنَلوقُیََل  هِّللا  نَِم  لٌضْفَ 

امًیظعَ ازًوْفَ  زَوُفاَفَ  مْهُعَمَ  تُْنکُ  ینتَْیَلای  هٌَّدوَمَ 

And if some grace from Allah befalls you, he would certainly say as if there had . " 73
not been any friendship between you and him

!' " I wish I were with them, so that I had achieved a great achievement`

Commentary: verse 73

As soon as the hypocrites are informed that the believers have gained the victory, and

naturally have obtained some booties, they regret and, like some strangers, as if

:there have been no connection between them and the believers, sorrowfully say

!' " I wish I were with them, so that I had achieved a great achievement "... `

It is clear that the person who counts martyrdom in the way of Allah a kind of

misfortune, and considers the lack of martyrdom a divine bounty, in his view, the

.victory and great felicity is not anything save physical triumph and the spoils of war

And if some grace from Allah befalls you, he would certainly say as if there had not " 
been any friendship between you and him

!' " I wish I were with them, so that I had achieved a great achievement`

****
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  لِْتاقُیْلفَ  - 74

هِرَخِلاْاِب ایْنُّدلا  هَویحَْلا  نَورُشْیَ  نَیذَّلا 

هِیتؤُْن فَوْسَفَ  بِْلْغیَ  وْاَ  لْتَْقُیفَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  لِْتاقُی  نْمَوَ 

امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ 

So let those fight in the way of Allah who sell the life of this world for the . " 74
,Hereafter

and whoever fights in the way of Allah, then be he slain or be he victorious, We shall

." grant him a great reward

Commentary: verse 74

Believers must be prepared for Holy Struggle. In this verse, as well as in a few

following verses, the true Muslim believers have logically and excitingly been invited

to struggle in the way of Allah. At first, it implies that only those fight in the way of

Allah who are ready to sell the life of this material world for the eternal life in the

Hereafter. That is, only those persons can be counted among the true strivers that

:are ready for such a bargain. It says

,So let those fight in the way of Allah who sell the life of this world for the Hereafter " 
..."

Then, at the end of the verse, it remarks that the fate of such strivers is quitely clear.
They either become martyr, or they defeat the enemy for the sake of Allah and gain

:the victory. In both cases, they will be given a great reward by Allah. The verse says

and whoever fights in the way of Allah, then be he slain or be he victorious, We "... 
." shall grant him a great reward

It is certain that such soldiers, with such a spiritual state, have no failure in their

minds, because in both cases they know themselves victorious. Even the non-Muslim

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2110 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


scholars, who have discussed about the quick triumphs of Muslims at the time of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and their victories after that, have considered this doctrine as one

.of the effective factors in the progression of Muslims
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  نَوُلِتاقُتلا  مْکَُل  اموَ  - 75

نَوُلوقُیَ نَیذَّلا  نِادْلوِْلاوَ  ِنلاوَ  ءِاسّ لِاجرِّلا  نَِم  نَیفعَضْتَسْمُْلاوَ 

اهُلهْاَ مِِلاظّلا  هِیَرْقَْلا  هِذِه  نِْم  انجْرِخْاَ  انَّبرَ 

ارًیصَن کَْندَُل  نِْم  انَل  لْعَجْاوَ  ایِلوَ  کَْندَُل  نِْم  انَل  لْعَجْاوَ 

And what has happened to you that you should not fight in the way of Allah and . " 75
:for the weak among men, women and children who say

,Our Lord! Take us out of this town whose people are oppressors`

,and appoint for us from You guardian

!" and appoint for us from you helper

Commentary: verse 75

.Seeking Assistance Through Human Affections

In the previous verse, the believers have been invited to Holy Struggle. The verse has

emphasized on the faith in Allah and the Day of Resurrection, with the reasoning of

gain and loss. But this verse invites them towards Holy Struggle basing on stimulating

the humanities. It inquires: why do you not struggle in the way of Allah and for the

oppressed and defendless men, women and children who are captured in the grips of

tyrants? Do your humanities let you to be silent and watch these pathetic scenes? It

:says

And what has happened to you that you should not fight in the way of Allah and for " 
 ..." the weak among men, women and children

Then, to stir the affections of the believers, it points to the very oppressed ones and

:says

, ..." who say: `Our Lord! Take us out of this town whose people are oppressors "... 
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They also ask their Lord to send a guardian from His side to support them; and again

.they ask Him to appoint a helper from Himself for them
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:The verse continues saying

!" and appoint for us from You guardian, and appoint for us from You helper "... 

The above-mentioned holy verse, indeed, is a hint to the fact that Allah (s.w.t.) has

answered to their invocation and He has trusted ` you ' with this great human duty.
Then, `you' are the `guardian' and the `helper' who have been appointed from the

.side of Allah (s.w.t.) for supporting and saving them

It should be noted that according to some Islamic narrations, the immaculate Imams

have said: "We are the same oppressed that people should raise for our

(government."(1

****
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  نَوُلِتاقُی  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  - 76

نِاطْیَّشلا ءَایِلوْاَ  اوُلِتاقفَ  تِوغُاطّلا  لِیبسَ  یف  نَوُلِتاقُی  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلاوَ 

افًیعضَ نَاک  نِاطْیَّشلا  دَْیکَ  َّنِا 

Those who believe fight in the way of Allah, and those who disbelieve fight in the . " 76
(. way of Tāghūt (Satan

.Fight, therefore, (against) Satan's patrons

." Satan's plot is certainly weak

Commentary: verse 76

In this holy verse, in order to encourage the strivers to struggle against the enemy,
:and also to specify the vows and goals of the strivers, it says such

Those who believe fight in the way of Allah, and those who disbelieve fight in the way"

(..." of Tāghūt (Satan

That is, in any case, the life is not free from struggling, but, some people struggle

alongside the path of the truth and some others alongside the path of untruth and

.Satan

:Following to that, the verse continues saying

..." Fight, therefore, (against) Satan's patrons "... 

False deities, and the disobedient and unjust forces, though outwardly seem great

and powerful, they are inwardly weak and feeble. So, do not fear of their arranged

:and qualified apparents, because they are hollow from inside, and

." Satan's plot is certainly weak "... 

.It is so, because their plots are founded on the Satanic forces
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****
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Section 11: The Hypocrites' Attitude towards the Believers

Point

.The refusal of hypocrites to fight their secrel plans their propagating falsehood

The Apostle enjoined to fight even single handed to depend upon Allah

.To ponder over the teachings of the Holy Qur'ān

مْهَُل لَیق  نَیذَّلا  یَلِا  رَتَ  مَْلاَ  - 77

هَوکَّزلا اوُتا  هَولَّصلا وَ  ْاومُیقاَوَ  مْکُیَدْیاَ  اوُّفکُ 

هِّللا هِیَشْخَکَ  سَاّنلا  نَوْشَخْیَ  مْهُْنِم  قٌیرفَ  اذِا  لُاتقِْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  امّلَفَ 

لَاتقِْلا انَْیلَعَ  تَْبتَکَ  مَِل  انَّبرَ  اوُلاقوَ  هًیَشْخَ  َّدشَاَ  وْاَ 

بٍیرقَ لٍجَاَ  یلِا  انتَرَّْخاَ  لاوَْل 

یقَّتا نِمَِل  رٌْیخَ  هُرَخِلاْاوَ  لٌیلقَ  ایْنُّدلا  عُاتمَ  لُْق 

لاًیتفَ نَومَُل  - ظُْتلاوَ

:Have you not seen those to whom it was said . " 77

,' Withhold your hand (from war), and establish prayer and pay the poor-rate ` 

,but when fighting was prescribed for them

a group of them were so afraid of men as (it should be) the fear of Allah, or (even) with

,agreater fear

?and they said: `Our Lord! Why have You ordained fighting for us

:Wherefore did You not grant us a delay to a near end?' Say

The capital of this world is scant and the Hereafter will be better for anyone who ` 
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keeps from evil; and you will not be wronged (even to the extent of) the husk of a

 '." date-stone
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Occasion of Revelation: verse 77

It is narrated from Ibn-`Abbas that at the advent of Islam, when Muslims were living

in Mecca and they were under the harsh pressure of the pagans there, some of them

went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said that they had been dear and honoured before

Islam but they lost that glory and honesty, besides the hurt and injury they bore from

the enemies. They asked him to allow them to fight against the disbelievers to regain

their glory and honour. That day, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) answered them that he was

not commissioned to fight then. But, later, when the command of fight was issued,
some of those ardent figures knowingly tarried to participate in the battle-field. Then

the verse was revealed in order to encourage the believers and also to blame those

.careless and neglectful persons

Commentary: verse 77

!Those Who only Talk

Here, in this verse, the Qur'ān implies that: indeed it is wonderful that some people, in
an unappropriate situation but with a surprising state once ardently asked permission

to go to Holy struggle when they were commanded to restrain then and to pay to self-
improvement establishing prayer, strengthening their forces, and paying alms. After

that when the circumstances became fitting and the command of Holy struggle was

revealed, horror and terrible fear filled their whole entity, and they began to protest

:against that command. It says

:Have you not seen those to whom it was said " 

Withhold your hand (from war), and establish prayer and pay the poor -rate,' but ` 
when fighting was prescribed for them, a group of them were so afraid of men as (it

,..." should be) the fear of Allah, or (even) with a greater fear

In their protest, they clearly said that why Allah revealed the command of Holy

struggle so soon. It would be better He delayed it for a length of time, or that duty
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:would be put upon the coming dynasties. It says

?and they said: `Our Lord! Why have You ordained fighting for us "... 

? '..." Wherefore did You not grant us a delay to a near end

The Qur'ān delievers two answers to these persons. The first answer
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lies in the content of the sentence saying: "... a group of them fear men as (it should

be) the fear of Allah, or (even) with a greater fear, ..." That is, instead of being afraid of

the Mighty and the Omnipotent Allah, they fear of the feeble and incapable human

!beings. They are in horror from such a creature more than that they fear from Allah

For the second answer it denotes that such people should be told that supposing that

without participating in the Holy struggle, they could live calmly for a few days but, at

last, this worthless life will end while the eternal life in Hereafter is more valuable for

the pious ones, in particular that they will be given their reward completely and they

:will be wronged naught. It says

Say: ` The capital of this world is scant and the Hereafter will be better for anyone "... 
who keeps from evil; and you will not be wronged (even to the extent of) the husk of a

 '." date-stone

****
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تُوْمَْلا مُکُکْرِدُْی  اوُنوکُتَ  امنَْیاَ  - 78

هٍدََّیشَُم جٍورُُب  یف  مُْتْنکُ  وَْلوَ 

هِّللا دِنعِ  نِْم  هذِه  اوُلوقُیَ  هٌنَسَحَ  مْهُْبصُِت  نِْاوَ 

كَدِْنعِ نِْم  هذِه  اوُلوقُیَ  ِیسَ  هٌئَّ مْهُْبصُِت  نِْاوَ 

هِّللا دِْنعِ  نِْم  ٌّلکُ  لُْق 

اثًیدحَ نَوهُقَْفیَ  نَودُاکیَلا  مِوْقَْلا  ءِلاؤُه  لِامفَ 

Wherever you be, death will overtake you, even though you be in strong towers. . " 78
:Yet, if something fine befalls them, they say

'. This is from Allah', but if an ill befalls them, they say: `This is from you ` 

Say: `Everything is from Allah'. But what is the matter with such people that it is nigh

? " to perceive no word

Commentary: verse 78

This verse is an encouragement unto the Holy Struggle and not being afraid of death

in the battle-field. It is also an answer to the ill omens of the hypocrites that, instead

of considering and recognizing the matters well, they hold Allah responsible for the

.distresses and failures

By the way, the manner of defaming the leader is the style of hypocrites. Therefore, it
is not right that, by relieving themselves of responsibilities, they justify the faults and

.hold others responsible for their own sins

It should be realized that victories and failures, death and life, pleasant and

.unpleasant affairs, all in all, are in the circle of the wise providence of Allah

 '..." Everything comes from Allah "...` 
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Thus, regarding the death being certain and decisive so that wherever we may be it
?will happen. Then why would we escape from Holy struggle

Wherever you be, death will overtake you, even though you be in strong " 
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:towers. Yet, if something fine befalls them they say

'. This is from Allah', but if an ill befalls them, they say: `This is from you ` 

Say: `Everything is from Allah'. But what is the matter with such people that it is nigh

? " to perceive no word

****
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هِّللا نَمِفَ  هٍنَسَحَ  نِْم  کََباصاَ  ام  - 79

لاًوسُرَ سِاَّنلِل  كَانْلسَرْاَوَ  کَسِْفَن  نْمِفَ  ِیسَ  هٍئَّ نِْم  کََباصاَ  اموَ 

ادًیهشَ هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ 

Whatever of good befalls you, it is from Allah, and whatever of ill befalls you, it is . " 79
;from yourself

;and We have sent you as a Messenger unto mankind

(. and Allah is sufficient (as) a witness (thereof

Commentary: verse 79

From the point of the Divine theology, everything is the creature of Allah: " Allah is the

Creator of every thing..." (1) And Allah has created every thing good and beautiful as

(the Qur'ān says: " Who made good everything that He has created,..."(2

What relates to Allah, in this regard, is creation, which is not separate from goodness.
,Therefore, our distresses and inflictions are

;firstly, because of the lack of those virtues that are not created by Allah

and, secondly, whatever causes our deprivation from the divine bounties, are the

.personal actions or the actions of the society

However, all the virtues of a person are from Allah, while his defects and faults are

.from his own self

Whatever of good befalls you, it is from Allah, and whatever of ill befalls you, it is " 
;from yourself

;and We have sent you as a Messenger unto mankind

(. and Allah is sufficient (as) a witness (thereof
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****
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هَّللا عَاطاَ  دْقَفَ  لَوسَُّرلا  عِطُِی  نْمَ  - 80

اظًیفحَ مْهِْیلَعَ  كَانْلسَرْاَ  امفَ  یّلوَتَ  نْمَوَ 

Whoever obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah, and whoever turns away We . " 80
." have not sent you to be a watcher over them

Commentary: verse 80

Practice of the Prophet is Just Like the Revelation of Allah

In this verse, the situation of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) before people, and people's good

deeds and evil deeds, has been stated. At first, it says that whoever obeys the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has obeyed Allah. Thus, the obedience of Allah can not be separate

from the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), because he (p.b.u.h.) takes no step

.against the commands of Allah

,..." Whoever obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah " 

Then, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the verse adds that if some people disobey

you and oppose your instructions, you are not responsible for their deeds, and, from

this point of view, you have no duty to force them to stop any wrong doing. Your duty

is to deliver propagation of the message of Islam, to enjoin right and forbid wrong,
:and to guide the misguided persons. It says

." and whoever turns away We have not sent you to be a watcher over them "... 

It should be noted that this verse is one of the most clear verses of the Qur'ān which

is the proof upon the reasoning of the rightfulness of the practice of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and the acceptance of his traditions. Then when we see that, according to

the famous tradition of Thaqalayn (two weighty things), the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has

explicitly counted the traditions of Ahlul-Bayt some true evidences and proofs, we

result from it that the obedience of the command of Ahlul-Bayt, too, is not separate

.from the obedience of the command of Allah
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هٌعَاط نَوُلوقُیَوَ  - 81

لُوقُتَ يذَّلا  رَْیغَ  مْهُْنِم  هٌفَِئاط  تََّیَب  كَدِْنعِ  نِْم  اوزُرََب  اذاِفَ 

ِیبَُی نَوُتّ ام  بُُتکْیَ  هُّللاوَ 

هِّللا یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  ضْرِعْاَفَ 

لاًیکوَ هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ 

,And they express: `Obedience', but when they go out from your presence . " 81

;a group of them spend the night in deciding other than what you say

.and Allah writes down what they decide by night

;Therefore, turn aside from them and trust in Allah

." and Allah is sufficient as a protector

Commentary: verse 81

In this verse, the Qur'ān has pointed to the situation of some hypocrites, or a group of

people whose faith is weak. It says that when they come beside the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
and are in the row of Muslims, they harmonize with others, and express that they

obey the command of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and that they are most willingly ready

.to follow the Messenger of Allah

 ',..." And they express: ` Obedience"

But when people go out from the presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), those hypocrites

and the persons whose faith is weak neglect their promises and, in their night

meetings, they make some decisions against the words of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.);
:but Allah (s.w.t.) records what they say in such meetings. It says

but when they go out from your presence, a group of them spend the night in "... 
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..." deciding other than what you say; and Allah writes down what they decide by night

Yet, Allah commands His Messenger to turn aside from them with no fear from their

plots. He is ordered not to rely on them in his affairs
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.but to trust only in Allah, the Lord, Who is the best assisting helper and the Protector

;Therefore, turn aside from them and trust in Allah "... 

." and Allah is sufficient as a protector

****
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نَارْقُْلا نَورَُّبدَتَیَ  لافَاَ  - 82

ارًیثکَ افًلاِتخْا  هِیف  اودُجَوََل  هِّللا  رِْیغَ  دِْنعِ  نِْم  نَاک  وَْلوَ 

Do they not ponder on the Qur'ān? And if it were from other than Allah, they . " 82
." would surely find therein much discrepancy

Commentary: verse 82

Among the accusations that they brought a charge against the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was

that they said someone else had taught the Holy Qur'ān to him, "... only a mortal

.teaches him..." (1) This verse is an answer to them

The lack of contemplation in the Qur'ān results to the locking of the hearts. In another

verse it says: " Do they not then reflect on the Qur'ān? Nay, on the hearts there are

(locks."(2

It is customary that, during a long time, there happen some changes, improvements,
and contradictions in the ordinary statements and written materials. But this Qur'ān

was revealed during twenty three years, and was conveyed by the tongue of an

illiterate person. It was stated in different conditions of peace and war, strangerhood

and fame, strength and weakness, and in various circumstances of times, without any

doctrinal differences or any contradiction. This proves that it is the Word of Allah, not

.taught by a mortal

Therefore, the Qur'ān is the ever remaining miracle of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which

.itself is an evidence unto his prophethood

?Do they not ponder on the Qur'ān " 

,And if it were from other than Allah

." they would surely find therein much discrepancy

****
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فِوْخَْلا وِاَ  نِْملاَْا  نَِم  رٌْماَ  مْهُءَاج  اذِاوَ  - 38

هِب ْاوعُاذَاَ 

مْهُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُْا  یلِاوَ  لِوسَُّرلا  یَلِا  هُوُّدرَ  وَْلو 

مْهُْنِم هَُنوطُِبْنتَسْیَ  نَیذَّلا  هُمَِلعََل 

هُُتمَحْرَوَ مْکُْیلَعَ  هِّللا  لُضْفَ  لاوَْلوَ 

لاًیلقَ لاِّا  نَاطْیَّشلا  مُُتْعبََّتلاَ 

,And when there comes unto them a news of security or fear . " 83

;they spread it abroad

whereas had they referred it to the Messenger and to those who hold command

among them, those of them who investigate matters would have known it

(; the truth)

,and were it not for the grace of Allah upon you and His mercy

,you would certainly have followed Satan

." except a few

Commentary: verse 83

Spreading private news and also rumors have always been injurious to Muslims.
:Diffusion of secret news usually originates from these motives

simple-mindedness, vengeance, infliction, being subject to the will of others, greed in
materials, gaudiness, expression of information, etc. For the comprehensiveness that

Islam has, it has referred to this subject and, in this verse, it blames the divulgence of

military secrets. It considers narrating the information of victory or failure before

offering them to the leaders as the causes of `false pride' and `unappropriate fear
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from the fanciful enemy'. Had the warnings and the graces of Allah not existed, the

(. Muslims would have fallen in this Satanic path (the divulgence of secrets

.Therefore, spreading gossips is one of the weapons of the hypocrites

However, the news of the battle-field and military secrets must reach a
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central office and, after being recognized and evaluated, some convenient part of

.them may be spread

Hence, spreading military news and refraining from referring to the divine leaders, is
.a kind of obedience from Satan

Of course, the military and political affairs, together with leading the security news

and social secrets, should be controlled under an administrationship that consists of

an independent judgement and deduction. This matter is among the deities of the

rank of leadership. That is why there is a close connection between mastership and

.Islamic jurisprudence

;And when there comes unto them a news of security or fear, they spread it abroad " 

whereas had they referred it to the Messenger and to those who hold command

(; among them, those of them who investigate matters would have known it (the truth

,and were it not for the grace of Allah upon you and His mercy

,you would certainly have followed Satan

." except a few

****
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کَسَْفَن لاِّا  فَُّلکَُتلا  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  لِْتاقفَ  - 84

اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  سَأَْب  َّفکُیَ  نْاَ  هُّللا  یسَعَ  نَینِمؤْمُْلا  ضِرِّحَوَ 

لاًیکْنتَ ُّدشَاَوَ  اسًأَْب  ُّدشَاَ  هُّللاوَ 

So, fight in the way of Allah; you are charged only with yourself, and encourage . " 84
the believers maybe Allah will restrain the might of those who disbelieve. Verily Allah

." is the strongest in might and the severest in punishment

Commentary: verse 84

When the pagans won the Battle of 'Uhụd, Abū-Sufyān proudly said that he would

encounter the Muslims again at Badr-i-Sụqrā (a market used to be held in the month

Zilqa`dah at a land called Badr). Before the appointed time, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
invited people for the Holy struggle. There came seventy strivers , but no conflict

.happened and Muslims returned to Medina safely

Therefore, a leader should move in front of others when there is a danger. So, if it

happens that the Muslims pay no attention to the call of the oppressed, the leader

.should act by himself

; ..." So, fight in the way of Allah " 

The command unto the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) enjoining that even when he is alone he

 '. should fight against the enemy, is `a single commandment

you are charged only with yourself, and encourage the believers maybe Allah will "... 
restrain the might of those who disbelieve. Verily Allah is the strongest in might and

." the severest in punishment
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اهْنِم بٌیصَن  هَُل  نْکُیَ  هًنَسَحَ  هًعَافشَ  عْفَشْیَ  نْمَ  - 85

یلعَ هُّللا  نَاکوَ  اهْنِم  لٌْفکِ  هَُل  نْکُیَ  ِیسَ  هًئَّ هًعَافشَ  عْفَشْیَ  نْمَوَ 

اتًیقُم ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ 

Whoever intercedes with a good intercession shall have a share therefrom and . " 85
;whoever intercedes with an evil intercession shall share in its burden

." and Allah keeps control over all things

Commentary: verse 85

Point

The Arabic term / muqīt / means the one who gives the sustenance of another person

and who is the protector of that one's life. In general, the word is applied in the sense

'. of `protector and accountant

In the previous verse the meaning was that everyone is responsible for his own deed.
But, here, in this verse, it is stated that the function of invitation and acting as an

.intermediary in a good deed gains a portion of reward or retribution

'The extentions of ' a good intercession

Therefore, advice, reconciliation, teaching, encouraging to the Holy struggle, and

assisting in a good deed are the extentions of `a good intercession'. On the other side,
backbiting, slander, hindering a good affair, accusation sedition, to frighten soneone

.from battle-field, temptation and plots are the extentions of an evil intercession

Whoever intercedes with a good intercession shall have a share therefrom and " 
;..." whoever intercedes with an evil intercession shall share in its burden

Some Islamic literature indicates that supplications for the benefit of others, enjoining

to good, leading someone or even hinting him to a good action totally are the

(extentions of `a good intercession'.(1
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.In intercessions, we should be careful of Allah

." and Allah keeps control over all things "... 

****
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اهْنِم نَسَحْاَِب  اوُّیحَفَ  هٍَّیحِتَِب  مُْتیّیحُ  اذِاوَ  - 86

اهوُّدرُ وْاَ 

ابًیسحَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

,And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet with a better one than it . " 86

.or (at least) return it

." Verily Allah takes account of all things

Commentary: verse 86

'The objective meaning of ' taḥiyyat

The objective meaning of the Qur'ānic word / tahịyyat/ is greeting or any other

welcoming done by anyone who desires the life, health, and pleasure of other party,
whether by speech or by action. And, the respond of a present should be given better

.than it, even if the present is a greeting and then responding to it

And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet with a better one than it, or (at"

..." least) return it

In the educational system of Islam, greenting is not only expected from a younger or

lower person to an older or higher one. In this system, Allah, the Prophet, (p.b.u.h.) and

.the angels greet, too

The example of the greeting of Allah is: " Peace and salutation to Nūh among the . 1
(. nations." (Sura As-̣Sạ̄ffāt, No. 37, verse 79

The example of the greeting of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is: " And when those who . 2
believe in Our Signs come to you, say: `Peace be on you,'..." (Sura Al-'An`ām, No. 6,

(. verse 54

The example of the greeting of the angels is: " Those whom the angels cause to die . 3
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(. in a good state, saying: `Peace be on you...'." (Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 32

Once it happened that a maid offered Imam Hassan (a.s.) a bundle of flowers. In

respond to it, Imam Hassan (a.s.) emancipated her. Then, when he was asked about

.it, he recited the above verse

,In Islam (Islamic custom), greeting to others has been encouraged
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whether we know them or not. So, the person who restrains to greet is counted a

.miser. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to greet everyone he met, even the children

In order that people know that the manner of greetings and their answers, and the

superiorities and equalities that they have and in whatever stage they may be, are

:not concealed to Allah, the holy verse says

." Verily Allah takes account of all things "... 

****
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وَهُ لاِّا  هَلِا  هُّللا لا  - 87

هِیف بَْیرَ  هِمَ لا  - یقِْلا مِوْیَ  یلِا  مْکَُّنعَمَجْیََل 

اثًیدحَ هِّللا  نَِم  قُدَصْاَ  نْمَوَ 

Allah, there is no god but He. He will certainly gather you all together on the Day . " 87
?of Resurrection. There is no doubt in it; and who is more true in word than Allah

Commentary: verse 87

.Either of Unity and Resurrection relates to each other

Allah, there is no god but He. He will certainly gather you all together on the Day of " 
..." Resurrection

The Day of Resurrection is a day of gathering for all to be taken account of.
.Therefore, we should try alongside His path, and we must worship Him alone

There is no doubt in the Hereafter after those many evidences for Resurrection. (Such

as: Divine Justice, Wisdom, the signs of resurrection in the nature and its new life in
:the spring after the concerning death in the winter.) In this regard, it says

..." There is no doubt in it "... 

:Then, in the conclusion of the verse, to emphasize the subject, it says

?" and who is more true in word than Allah "... 

****
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Section 12: Dealing with Hypocrites

Point

.To deal with hypocrites as enemies unless they amend their conduct

اوُبسَکَ امِب  مْهُسَکَرْاَ  هُّللاوَ  نِْیتَئَِف  نَیقِفانمُْلا  یِف  مْکَُل  امفَ  - 88

هُّللا َّلضَاَ  نْمَ  اودُهْتَ  نْاَ  نَودُیرُتاَ 

لاًیبسَ هَُل  دَجِتَ  نْلَفَ  هُّللا  لِِلضُْی  نْمَوَ 

Why should you take both sides concerning hypocrites, while Allah has discarded . " 88
?them because of what they have earned

?Do you want to guide someone whom Allah has forsaken to astray

." For, whoever Allah has forsaken to astray, never shall you find a way for him

Occasion of Revelation verse 88

According to what some commentators of the Qur'ān have narrated from Ibn-Abbas,
a group of the citizens of Mecca had embraced Islam, but in fact, they were in the row

of hypocrites and that was why that they did not emigrated to Medina. Yet, finally,
they had to go out from Mecca finally. (And haply, because of the particular condition

(. they had, they did so for the purpose of spying

The Muslims recognized the matter, but, very soon, they differed among themselves

that how to treat this group. Some believed that those hypocrites should be forsaken

because they were, indeed, the adherents of the enemies of Islam. But some others,
who were rather simple-minded and saw only the outward of the things, opposed

that idea and surprisingly said how they should fight against some people who had

.testified to the Unity of Allah and the prophethood of the Messenger

The verse was revealed and blamed the fault of the second group and then guided
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.them
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Commentary: verse 88

Effects of one's deeds do not separate from him

Regarding the above occasion of revelation, the relation of this verse and the verses

.next to it with the former verses about the hypocrites, is quitely clear

At the beginning of the verse, it implies why have you separated into two groups

:about the hypocrites and each group of you judge in a different form? It says

,..." Why should you take both sides concerning hypocrites"

Then the holy Qur'ān says that Allah has taken success and His support from this

group of hypocrites because of their disgraceful indecent deeds they have done, and

He has reversed their thoughts totally. It is like a person who, in stead of standing on

:his feet, stands on his head. It says

?..." while Allah has discarded them because of what they have earned "...

Then, at the end of this holy verse, the Qur'ān addresses those shallow-minded

:Muslims who supported this group of hypocrites, and says

?Do you want to guide someone whom Allah has forsaken to astray "...

." For, whoever Allah has forsaken to astray, never shall you find a way for him

It is an everlasting way of Allah's treatment that the effect of the deeds of no one

separates from him. How can you expect that those whose thoughts are filthy, whose

hearts are full of hypocrisy, and their treatment is supporting the enemies of Allah be

.guided? This is an illogical and improper expectation

****
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ءًاوسَ نَوُنوکُتَفَ  اورُفَکَ  امکَ  نَورُفُکْتَ  وَْل  اوُّدوَ  - 89

هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  اورُجِاهُی  یّتحَ  ءَایِلوْاَ  مْهُْنِم  اوذُخَِّتتَ  لافَ 

مْهُْنِم اوذُخَِّتتَ  لاَوَ  مْهُومُُتدْجَوَ  ثُْیحَ  مْهُوُلُتْقاوَ  مْهُوذُخُفَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نْاِفَ 

ارًیصَن لاوَ  ایِلوَ 

,They wish that you should disbelieve as they have disbelieved . " 89

;so that you might be (all) alike

therefore do not take from among them friends until they migrate in Allah's way. But if
(, they turn back (to infidelity

then seize them and slay them wherever you find them, and do not take from among

." them a friend or a helper

Commentary: verse 89

In the previous verse, the words were about those hypocrites whom some simple-
minded Muslims raised to support and intercede, but the Qur'ān stated their

separation from Islam. Now this holy verse, following that idea, indicates that the

inner darkness of these hypocrites is so much so that, not only they themselves are

disbelievers, but also they desire that you should disbelieve, too, as they do, and you

would become equal to them. It says

They wish that you should disbelieve as they have disbelieved, so that you might be"

;..." (all) alike

Therefore, they are worse than the ordinary pagans, because those pagans are not

the thieves and robbers of others' Faith, while these hypocrites are, and they, as a

.habitual manner, ceaselessly try to spoil the creeds of others

:Now that they are like that, it says
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..." therefore do not take from among them friends "...

This is a frame, unless they reform their affairs and stop hypocrisy and destruction.
The sign of this status is that you see they migrate from the center of infidelity and

hypocrisy to the camp of Islam in the way of
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:Allah. It says

..." until they migrate in Allah's way "...

But if they do not try to migrate, you should know that they have not abandoned their

infidelity and hypocrisy. So, their expression of Islam is only for the purpose of spying

and destruction. In this case, wherever you find them, you can capture them, or, if

:necessary, slay them. It says

But if they turn back (to infidelity), then seize them and slay them wherever you find "...
,..." them

Then, at the end of the verse, it emphasizes again that you should never take friends

:from among them. It says

." and do not take from among them a friend or a helper "...

Except this intensity of action, there is no other way to save an alive society, which is
going forth alongside an improving revolutionary path, from the clutches of some

.seeming-friend enemies and dangerous spies

****
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قٌاثیم مْهُنَْیَبوَ  مْکُنَْیَب  مٍوْقَ  یلِا  نَوُلصِیَ  نَیذَّلا  َّلاِا  - 90

مْهُمَوْقَ اوُلِتاقُی  وْاَ  مْکُوُلِتاقُی  نْاَ  مْهُرُودُصُ  تْرَصِحَ  مْکُؤُاجَ  وْاَ 

مْکُوُلتَاقلَفَ مْکُْیلَعَ  مْهُطََّلسََل  هُّللا  ءَاش  وَْلوَ 

مَلََّسلا مُکُْیَلِا  اوْقَْلاَوَ  مْکُوُلِتاقُی  مْلَفَ  مْکُوُلزَتَعْا  نِاِفَ 

لاًیبسَ مْهِْیلَعَ  مْکَُل  هُّللا  لَعَجَ  امفَ 

Except those (hypocrites) who join a people between whom and you is a . " 90
covenant, or who come to you, their hearts shrinking from fighting you or fighting

;their own people

,and if Allah had pleased

,He would have given them power over you

.so that they should have certainly fought you

,Therefore if they withdraw from you and do not fight you and offer you peace

." then Allah allows you no way (to fight) against them

Commentary: verse 90

Islam is based on peace

In the previous verse, the intensive action and slaying the hypocrites who assist

.infidels were referred to. In this verse two groups are excepted from them

Military treaties, even with hostile infidels, and also international agreements should

.be respected at the time of peace

Except those (hypocrites) who join a people between whom and you is a " 
,..." covenant
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:And, in fightings, do not invade those who announce impartiality

or who come to you, their hearts shrinking from fighting you or fighting their own "... 
;..." people

And respect the peaceful motives and offers of stopping fire that you receive, since, in
.Islam, the principle is based on peace, and fight is for an exceptional case

Therefore if they withdraw from you and do not fight you and offer you "...
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." peace, then Allah allows you no way (to fight) against them

You should be attentive to the Power of Allah in order that you do not encounter with

.pride, and your sentiments be adjusted both

and if Allah had pleased, He would have given them power over you, so that they "...
. ..." should have certainly fought you

Muslims should be so powerful that their opponents even do not think of attacking

them. That is why only the suggestion of peace is enough. To be certain, abandoning

.war and inspiring peace are necessary

,and do not fight you and offer you peace "... 

." then Allah allows you no way (to fight) against them

****
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نْاَ نَودُیرُی  نَیرخَا  نَودُجِتَسَ  - 91

اهیف اوسُکِرْأُ  هِنَْتفِْلا  یَلِا  اوُّدرُ  ام  َّلکُ  مْهُمَوْقَ  اوُنمَأْیَوَ  مْکُوُنمَأْیَ 

مْهُیَدِْیاَ اوُّفکُیَوَ  مَلََّسلا  مُکُْیَلِا  اوقُْلُیوَ  مْکُوُلزِتَْعیَ  مَْل  نْاِفَ 

مْهِْیلَعَ مْکَُل  انْلعَجَ  مْکُِئلوُاوَ  مْهُومُُتْفقَِث  ثُْیحَ  مْهُوُلُتْقاوَ  مْهُوذُخُفَ 

انًیبُم اًناطْلسُ 

You will find soon others who desire to be secure from you, and secure from their . " 91
own people. So often as they are returned to mischief (of idolatry) they get thrown

into it. Thereafter, if they do not withdraw from you, and do not offer you peace and

,restrain their hands

then seize them and kill them wherever you find them and against these We have

." given you a clear authority

Commentary: verse 91

Muslims should know their different kinds of enemies

In order to save their lives, a group of the citizens of Mecca came to the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and hypocritically stated that they had become Muslims. But when they

returned to their own city, they continued idol worshipping so that they would not

encounter with the tortures of the disbelievers. By that way, they could enjoy both

parties and would be safe from the danger of both sides. Their tendency, of course,
.was actually rather more towards infidelity

Thus, Muslims should know their different kinds of enemies and treat each of them

.appropriately while they would not trust the statement of them

An Islamic government has authority and mastership in suppressing the vicious

.hypocrites, and clearing the society of them

." and against these We have given you a clear authority "...
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Yet, the intensive and suppressive punishment is specific to those hypocrites who

.have activities to destroy the Islamic government

..." and restrain their hands, then seize them and kill them wherever you find them "...
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Section 13: Murder and its Punishment

Point

Murder of a believer unintentional and intentional

treating one as an enemy Not to say anyone who offers

.peace that he is not a believer

اًئطَخَ لاِّا  انًِمؤُْم  لَُتْقیَ  نْاَ  نٍِمؤْمُِل  نَاک  اموَ  - 92

هِلهْاَ یلِا  هٌمََّلسَُم  هٌیَدِوَ  هٍنَِمؤُْم  هٍبَقَرَ  رُیرحْتَفَ  اًئطَخَ  انًِمؤُْم  لَتَقَ  نْمَوَ 

اوُقَّدَّصیَ نْاَ  لاِّا 

هٍنَِمؤُْم هٍبَقَرَ  رُیرحْتَفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  مْکَُل  وٍّدُعَ  مٍوْقَ  نِْم  نَاک  نْاِفَ 

قٌا - ثیم مهُنَْیَب  مْکُنَْیَب وَ  مٍوْقَ  نِْم  نَاک  نِْاوَ 

هٍنَِمؤُْم هٍبَقَرَ  رُیرحْتَوَ  هِلهْاَ  یلِا  هٌمََّلسَُم  هٌیَدِفَ 

هِّللا نَِم  هًَبوْتَ  نِْیعَِباتتَُم  نِْیرَهْشَ  مُایصِفَ  دْجِیَ  مَْل  نْمَفَ 

امًیکحَ امًیلعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

,And it is not for a believer to kill a believer except by mistake . " 92

,and whoever kills a believer by mistake must set free a believing slave

and pay the blood-money to the family of the slain unless they remit it as a freewill

.offering

,But if he (the slain) is from a tribe hostile unto you, and he is a believer

.then (the penance is) to set free a believing slave

.And if he is from a tribe between whom and you there is a covenant
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Then the blood-money must be paid to his family and (also) a believing slave must be

.set free

.But he who finds not (the means) should fast two months consecutively

." This is) a penance from Allah, and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise)
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Occasion of Revelation: verse 92

One of the idolators of Mecca called Hārith-ibn-Yazīd, assisted by 'Abūjahl, had

seriously been torturing a Muslim believer named `Ayyāsh-ibn-'Abī-Rabī`ah for the

guilt of believing in Islam for a length of time. After emigrating Muslims to Medina,
.`Ayyāsh emigrated to Medina, too

It happened that one day he occasionally met his torturer in one of the quarters of the

suburbs of Medina. Availing himself of the opportunity, he killed him. He thought he

had slain an enemy of Islam while Hārith, who was going toward the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
at that moment, had repented and embraced Islam. The circumstance was reported

to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) when the verse was revealed and stated the ordinance

.of the slaughter which had been done by mistake

Commentary: verse 92

Some Ordinances upon Manslaughter

Since the previous verses contained a kind of freedom given to the Muslims to destroy

the hypocrites and the dangerous interior enemies, in this verse and the following

one, the ordinances of manslaughter and intentional murder have been stated in

order that lest some people misuse this law and, under the pretext of being hypocrite,
:take vengeance upon those with whom they have enmity. At first, it says

,..." And it is not for a believer to kill a believer except by mistake " 

:Then, it has stated the forfeit and expiation of manslaughter in three processes

The first status is that the person, who has been slain, belongs to a Muslim family. In

this case, the man-slayer should do two duties: 1)He should set free a believing slave,
:2) and pay the blood-money to the owners of the blood. The holy verse says

and whoever kills a believer by mistake must set free a believing slave, and pay the "... 
..." blood-money to the family of the slain
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It should be done unless the family members of the slain remit it. It
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:says

..." unless they remit it as a freewill offering "...

The second status is that the believing slain belongs to a family who are the enemies

of the Muslims. In this case, the expiation of a manslaughter is only setting free a

:believing Muslim slave. It says

But if he (the slain) is from a tribe hostile unto you, and he is a believer, then (the "...
..." penance is) to set free a believing slave

It is not necessary to pay blood-money to a group that strengthening whose financial

.structure may be counted as a danger for the Muslims

Besides, Islam has ceased the relation of this person with his family, who are totally

.enemies of Islam. Thus, there is no room for indemnification

The third status is that the members of the family of the slain are among the pagans

who have covenant with the Muslims. In this case, to respect the covenant, besides

setting free a believing Muslim slave, the blood-money of the slain must be paid to his

:family members. The verse says

And if he is from a tribe between whom and you there is a covenant, then the "...
..." blood-money must be paid to his family and (also) a believing slave must be set free

'. It seems here that the objective meaning of `slain' is `a believing slain

And, at the end of the verse, the speech is about those who have not any chance to

set a slave free. That is, either they are not financially able, or there is not any slave

:found to be set free. It says

..." But he who finds not (the means) should fast two months consecutively "...

And, it adds that this change of setting free a slave into two months of fasting is a kind

of discount and penance from Allah, and Allah is always aware of all things, and all His

.commands are based on Wisdom
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." This is) a penance from Allah, and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise "...)

****
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اهیف ادًِلاخ  مَُّنهَجَ  هُؤُازجَفَ  ادًمِّعَتَُم  انًِمؤُْم  لُْتْقیَ  نْمَوَ  - 93

هَُل َّدعَاَوَ  هُنَعََلوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هُّللا  بَضِغَوَ 

امًیظعَ اًباذعَ 

And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell wherein shall he . " 93
abide forever, and Allah's wrath shall be on him and He curses him and prepares for

." him a mighty punishment

Commentary: verse 93

Point

In hard circumstances of the Battle of 'Uhud, one of the Muslims killed another Muslim

because of their personal hostilities from the Age of Ignorance. The holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) was informed of it by the way of revelation. Then, when he was returning

back from 'Uhud, at the region of Qubā, he commanded for the retaliation of a

believer's murder. He (p.b.u.h.) said that the murderer should be killed and be paid no

(attention to his regret. (Maqāzī, Vol. 1, P. 304

Islam has considered the life of a Muslim, and the protection of the security of the

lives of people, very important. It has assigned an eternal retribution for it in order

that slaying, and heavy crimes, be hindered. The expression which has been used for

.the wilful murder of a believer in this verse is not seen upon any other crimes

:Explanations

.In Islamic system, no authority is allowed to kill or hang others unreasonably

Therefore, in Islam, in addition to the execution of retaliation which is a worldly

punishment, there are cited four other worldly serious penalties upon the murderer of

.a wilful murder in the Hereafter

:Upon the recompense of such a murderer, the verse, says ( 1
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And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell wherein shall he " 
,..." abide forever
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:And such a person incurs Allah's wrath. It says ( 2

..." and Allah's wrath shall be on him "...

.And also, He repels him for His Grace ( 3

..." and He curses him "...

.And He has prepared a great chastisement for him ( 4

." and prepares for him a mighty punishment "...

Deliberate murder is one of the greatest crimes and the most dangerous sins which

destroys entirely the security of the society, the most important condition of a safe

and sound society, if it might not be controlled. Therefore, the Qur'ān introduces the

unreasonable murder of a person like slaying all the human-kind in the world. So, if a
person kills another human being without that the slain be a murderer or a mischief

.monger on the earth, it seems he has killed all human-kind

****
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  مُْتْبرَضَ  اذِا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَا  ي- - 94

انًِمؤُْم تَسَْل  مَلاَّسلا  مُکُْیَلِا  یقْلاَ  نْمَِل  اوُلوقُتَلاوَ  اوُنَّیبَتَفَ 

هٌرَیثکَ مُِناغمَ  هِّللا  دَْنعِفَ  ایْنُّدلا  هِویحَْلا  ضَرَعَ  نَوغُتَْبتَ 

اوُنَّیبَتَفَ مْکُْیلَعَ  هُّللا  َّنمَفَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  مُْتْنکُ  کَِلذکَ 

ارًیبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا 

,O you who have Faith! When you go forth (to fight) in the way of Allah . " 94

:make investigation, and do not say to the one who offers you peace

!You are not a believer,' seeking the goods of this world's life ` 

,But, with Allah are abundant spoils. You, too, were such before

;then Allah conferred (His) grace on you

.therefore make investigation

." Verily Allah is aware of what you do

Occasion of Revelation: verse 94

It has been recorded that, after returning from the Battle of Kheybar, the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) sent 'Asāmat-ibn-Ziyd, accompanied with some Muslims, toward the

Jews who were living in a village in the region of Fadak in order to invite them either to

.Islam or to submitting to the conditions of protective covenant

One of the Jews named "Murdas" who had been informed of the movement of the

forces of Islam toward that place, hasted forth to receive the Muslims while he was

shouting confessing the Unity of Allah and the prophethood of the Messenger

.(. (p.b.u.h

Asāmat-ibn-Ziyd thought that the Jewish man was confessing Islam for the fear of'
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his life and for the protection of his wealth, and he was not really a Muslim. Then he

.attacked him and killed him

When the news of it reached the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he became very inconvenient of it
and told 'Asāmah that he had killed a Muslim. 'Asāmah felt sad and said that that mam

confessed Islam for the fear of his life and
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for the protection of his wealth. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told him that he ('Asāmah) did

not know his inside intention. He (the Jew) might become truely a Muslim. At that

.moment the verse was revealed

Commentary: verse 94

There is a precautious instruction mentioned in this verse in order to protect the life of

.the sinless persons who may be only wrongly accused

:The verse says

,O you who have Faith! When you go forth (to fight) in the way of Allah " 

:make investigation, and do not say to the one who offers you peace

,'..." You are not a believer ` 

Then it adds that you should be aware not to accuse some persons who express

Islam as the enemies of Muslims and not to kill them for the sake of some fleeting

:bounties of this world and taking their properties in the form of booties. It says

!..." seeking the goods of this world's life "...

:Avoid it when the eternal worthy spoils are with Allah. It says

..." But, with Allah are abundant spoils "... 

Yes, in the past, the situation was like that and at the Age of Ignorance, they had the

.motive of plunder

,..." You, too, were such before "...

But, now, under the light of Islam and for that Allah has conferred His grace on you

and relieved you from that status, you should be grateful for this bounty and it is to

:you to investigate in affairs. It says
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..." therefore make investigation "...

.And do know that Allah is aware of your deeds and intentions

." Verily Allah is aware of what you do "...

Struggle is a general rule in the world of creation. All creatures of the world,
irrespective of plants and animals, remove their barriers from their way by struggle,

.so that they can reach the virtues of their own ideals

It should be noted, of course, that in addition to the defensive, and sometimes

attacking, wars, `Jihād' (Struggle) envelops the scientifical, economical, cultural and

.political struggles, too

****
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رِرََّضلا یِلوُا  رُْیغَ  نَینِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  نَودُعِاقْلا  يوِتَسْیَلا  - 95

مْهِسِفُْناَوَ مْهِِلاوْماَِب  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  نَودُهِاجمُْلاوَ 

هًجَرَدَ نَیدعِاقْلا  یلَعَ  مْهِسِفُْناَوَ  مْهِِلاوْماَِب  نَیدهِاجمُْلا  هُّللا  لََّضفَ 

ینسْحُْلا هُّللا  دَعَوَ  لاکُوَ 

نَیدعِاقْلا یلَعَ  نَیدهِاجمُْلا  هُّللا  لََّضفَوَ 

امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ 

Such believers who sit still, not having any injury, are not equal with those who . " 95
.strive in the way of Allah with their wealth and their lives

Allah has raised the strivers with their wealth and lives in rank above those sitting

;back

,and to each (class) Allah has promised good

." but He has bestowed a great reward on the strivers above those sitting back

Commentary: verse 95

The words in the previous verses were upon struggle. So, in this verse, there is a

:comparison between the strivers and non-strivers. The holy verse says

Such believers who sit still, not having any injury, are not equal with those who strive " 
...." in the way of Allah with their wealth and their lives

Then, it has expressed again the superiority of the strivers more clearly and more

:manifestly. It says

Allah has raised the strivers with their wealth and lives in rank above those sitting "...
; ..." back

But, comparing these strivers with those for whom struggle is not an individual duty,
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and that they are not able to take part in the battle because of illness or weakness or

other acceptable causes which hinder them to participate in the holy struggle, this

group are also promised good. This is for the reason that the reward of their righteous

intention, faith, and other
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:deeds would not be ignored. So, it says

,..." and to each (class) Allah has promised good "...

Yet, in view of the fact that in the logic of Islam the importance of struggle is even

:more than this, it refers to the strivers again and emphasizes that

." but He has bestowed a great reward on the strivers above those sitting back "...
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امًیحرَ ارًوفُغَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ  هًمَحْرَوَ  هًرَفِْغمَوَ  هُْنِم  تٍاجرَدَ  - 96

Strivers will have) degrees (of rank) from Him, and forgiveness and Mercy, and . " ) 96
." Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 96

That great reward mentioned in the previous verse, has been rendered into these

merits announced in this verse. They are: magnificent degrees of rank from Allah and

:His Forgivness and Mercy. It says

,..." Strivers will have) degrees (of rank) from Him, and forgiveness and Mercy " )

And, at the end of the verse, it implies that, in the midtime, if there are some persons

who have committed some faults, when doing their own duties, and they have felt

sorry about what wrong they have done, Allah has promised them forgiveness, too,
:since the verse says

." and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful "...
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Section 14: Believers remaining with the enemy

Point

Too weak to fly to their homes those who fly to their homes

.not to fear straitness

هُکَِئلمَْلا مُهُاّفوَتَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 97

ضِرْلاَْا یِف  نَیفعَضْتَسُْم  اّنکُ  اوُلاق  مُْتْنکُ  مَیف  اوُلاق  مْهِسِفُناَ  یمِلاظ 

اهیف اورُجِاهُتفَ  هًعَسِاو  هِّللا  ضُرْاَ  نْکُتَ  مَْلاَ  اوُلاق 

ارًیصمَ تْءَاسوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوَأْمَ  کَِئلواُفَ 

Verily (as for) those whom the angels cause to die while they are unjust to their . " 97
?' own selves, they (the angels) will ask: `In what state were you

:They will reply

:We were oppressed in the land'. (The angels) will say ` 

Was not Allah's land vast so that you could have migrated therein?' So these (are ` 
! " those) whose abide is Hell, and an evil destination it is

Commentary: verse 97

Before the occurrance of the Battle of Badr, the pagans of Mecca called the citizens of

Mecca to fight against the Muslims. They ordered that all men should participate in

the war. They threatened people that the houses of those who might offend the issue

would be ruined and their property could be confiscated. Some of the Muslims, who

were still living in Mecca and had not emigrated to Medina, for the fear of their lives,
accompanied the pagans in the war against the Muslims in the Battle of Badr, where

they were killed. The verse was revealed and counted guilty those who did not
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migrate and stayed in the environment of infidelity. The verse blamed them because

they had wronged against themselves. Thus, it is obligatory to migrate from the

center of infidelity, and staying there to be
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a multitude of the soldiers of disbelievers, is unlawful. If you can change the

circumstances of the environment, do it, else you should migrate from there in order

.not to be called to account, because justification of faults will not be accepted

..." We were oppressed "...`

We should know that the principle is the goal and belief, not the life and the house. Or,
.in other words, we must be careful that theism is the principle, not patriotism

By the way, according to the Islamic literature, an oppressed person is he who cannot

(recognize the path of responsibility and the difference between right and wrong.(1

Some Islamic traditions denote that he who migrates a distance, even as long as a

span, in order to protect the religion, will be admitted to Heaven and will be

(companion of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Abraham (a.s.).(2

Verily (as for) those whom the angels cause to die while they are unjust to their own " 
?' selves, they (the angels) will ask: `In what state were you

:They will reply

:We were oppressed in the land'. (The angels) will say ` 

Was not Allah's land vast so that you could have migrated therein?' So these (are ` 
! " those) whose abide is Hell, and an evil destination it is

****
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نِادْلوِْلاوَ ِنلاوَ  ءِاسّ لِاجرِّلا  نَِم  نَیفعَضْتَسْمُْلا  َّلاِا  - 98

لاًیبسَ نَودُتَهْیَلاوَ  هًلَیح  نَوعُیطتَسْیَلا 

Except the feeble among the men, women, and children, who neither have in . " 98
. " their power the means nor do they know any way

Commentary: verse 98

Those who know the truth and are able to move around and change the environment

are not among the oppressed. These persons have not any excuse for the

.abandonment of emigration

Then, those who have neither any device to ward off infidelity nor any way toward the

right, are the oppressed and such people have no religious obligation. (A tradition

.( narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.), cited in Tafsīr-us-̣Sạ̄fī, vol.1, p.454

.However, the real apologies are accepted, but seeking excuses are not

Except the feeble among the men, women, and children, who neither have in their " 
. " power the means nor do they know any way

****
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مْهُْنعَوَفُْعیَ نْاَ  هُّللا  یسَعَ  کَِئلواُفَ  - 99

ارًوفُغَ اوفُعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

." So, perhaps, Allah will pardon them and Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving . " 99

Commentary: verse 99

In this verse, the Qur'ān implies that these people may receive the forgiveness of

.Allah, because He (s.w.t.) has always been pardoning and forgiving the servants

." So, perhaps, Allah will pardon them and Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving " 

****
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  یف  رْجِاهُی  نْمَوَ  - 100

هًعَسَوَ ارًیثکَ  امًغَارُم  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  دْجِیَ 

تُوْمَْلا هُکْرِدُْی  َّمُث  هِلوسُرَوَ  هِّللا  یَلِا  ارًجِاهُم  هِتْیَب  نِْم  جْرُخْیَ  نْمَوَ 

هِّللا یلَعَ  هُرُجْاَ  عَقَوَ  دْقَفَ 

امًیحرَ ارًوفُغَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

And whoever migrates in Allah's way, finds much refuge and abundance in the . " 100
earth, and whoever goes forth from his house migrating unto Allah and His

Messenger and death overtakes him, his reward is indeed with Allah and Allah is

. " Forgiving, Merciful

Occasion of Revelation: verse 100

It Happened that one of the Muslims, who was living in Mecca, became sick. He asked

to be taken out of Mecca in order to be counted as emigrants. As soon as he was

.taken out of the city, he died in the way

.Then, this verse was revealed

Commentary: verse 100

Emigration, an Islamic Constructive Instruction

Following the discussion about emigration and those who, as a result of some

shortcoming in doing the duty of emigration, yield to any kind of a basement and

humiliation, in this verse, the words are earnestly stated upon the quality of

.emigration

The subject of emigration has been discussed from two points of view. At first, it has

pointed to the good results and effects of emigration in the life of godly people in this

world. It says that those who emigrate in the vast land of Allah (s.w.t.), in the way of
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Allah (s.w.t.), and for the sake of Allah (s.w.t.), will find many secure and bountiful sites.
:The verse says
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,And whoever migrates in Allah's way, finds much refuge and abundance in the earth " 
..."

Then, it pays to the spiritual aspect of emigration; and points to this fact that if some

ones get out of their houses and leave their home with the intention of emigration

towards Allah (s.w.t.), and His Apostle, and die before reaching their destination, their

.reward is with Allah (s.w.t.), and He, the Forgiving, the Merciful, will forgive their faults

and whoever goes forth from his house migrating unto Allah and His Messenger "... 
and death overtakes him, his reward is indeed with Allah and Allah is Forgiving,

. " Merciful

.Thus, the emigrants are victorious in both cases

It is interesting that emigration, not for self protection but for preserving Islam, is an

origin of date for Muslims. It forms the foundation of our political, social and

propagative events totally. And, in any time and any place, if the same conditions

.come forth, Muslims are ordained to emigrate

****
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Section 15: To cut short prayer while travelling

Point

.Shortening of the Daily prayers while in travel Prayer while in the battle

حٌانجُ مْکُْیلَعَ  سَْیلَفَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  مُْتْبرَضَ  اذِاوَ  - 101

اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  مُکُنَِتْفیَ  نْاَ  مُْتْفخِ  نِْا  هِولَّصلا  نَِم  اورُصُْقتَ  نْاَ 

انًیبُم اودُعَ  مْکَُل  اوُناک  نَیرِفا  - کْلا َّنِا 

And when you are journeying in the land, it is not sin for you that you shorten the . " 101
,prayer, if you fear that those who disbelieve afflict you. Verily

. " the infidels are your manifest enemy

Commentary: verse 101

Point

Next to the former discussion upon Holy struggle and Emigration, the holy Qur'ān

.refers to the subject of a Muslim's prayer when the one is in journey

The Qur'ānic phrase / darabtum-fil-'ard / ` you go from one place to another ', is an

implicit declaration of travelling, because a traveller pounds the land under his feet.
((This meaning is narrated from Mufradāt Rāqib An Arabic dictionary

The Qur'ān sometimes applies the sense of ` it is not sin for you ' in stead of `

.obligation '. This verse contains this sense, too

Curtail worship has not been specified to the aspects of fear alone, but since there is
usually fear when a person travels, the phrase `if you fear' has been mentioned in the

verse. Or, since at first the law of curtail worship had been ordained for the

circumstances of fear and, afterward, it has been generalized upon every journey,
.this phrase (if you fear) has been applied here
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:Explanations

.Establishing prayers can never be stopped, but it can have alleviation . 1

.Seeing the truth and flexibility is a principle in the Divine law . 2

We should not be inattentive of the enemy even while we are establishing prayers. . 3
Policy and religiosity, worship and intelligence are not separate from each other. Our

.hands should be busy both for prayers and for weapon

.Infidelity and faith are in contrast with each other . 4

. " Verily the infidels are your manifest enemy " ... 

It seems that all disbelievers are considered as one force in hostility against you. . 5
 ', That is why the Arabic word / `aduww / ` enemy

.mentioned in the verse, is used in the singular form, not in the plural form

****
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هَولَّصلا مُهَُل  تَمْقَاَفَ  مْهِیف  تَْنکُ  اذِاوَ  - 102

مْهُتَحَِلسْاَ اوذُخُأْیَْلوَ  کَعَمَ  مهُْنِم  هٌفَِئاط  مْقُتَْلفَ 

اوُّلصَُی مَْل  يرخُْا  هٌفَِئاط  تِأْتَْلوَ  مْکُِئاروَ  نِْم  اوُنوکُیَْلفَ  اودُجَسَ  اذاِفَ 

مْهُتَحَِلسْاَوَ مْهُرَذْحِ  اوذُخُأْیَْلوَ  کَعَمَ  اوُّلصَُیْلفَ 

مْکُِتعَِتْماَوَ مْکُِتحَِلسْاَ  نْعَ  نَوُلفُْغتَ  وَْل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّدوَ 

هًدَحِاو هًلَْیمَ  مکُْیلَعَ  نَوُلیمیَفَ 

یضرْمَ مُْتْنکُ  وْاَ  رٍطَمَ  نِْم  يًذاَ  مْکُِب  نَاک  نِْا  مْکُْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لاوَ 

مْکُرَذْحِ اوذُخُوَ  مْکُتَحَِلسْاَ  اوعُضَتَ  نْاَ 

انًی - هُم اًباذعَ  نَیرِفاکْلِل  َّدعَاَ  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And when you are among them (Muslim forces) and keep up the prayer for . " 102
them, then let a party of them stand up (in prayer) with you, carrying their arms. Then

when they have performed (their) prostrations, let them (continue the second unit

solitarily and) take their precaution in your rear, and let another party who have not

prayed come and pray with you (from the second unit), and let them take their

precautions and their arms; (for) those who disbelieve desire that you should be

heedless of your weapons and your baggages, then they would attack you all at once.
And it is no sin for you to lay down your arms if you are annoyed with rain or if you are

sick, but take your precautions. Verily Allah has prepared a disgraceful chastisement

. " for the infidels

Commentary: verse 102

Point

In the sixth year A.H., the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), accompanied some believers, set out

towards Mecca. On the way, when they reached the region of Hudaybiyyah, they

encountered with Khālid-ibn-Walīd supported
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by two hundred men who had sheltered thereabout and were waiting for hindering

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from arriving in Mecca. When Bilāl said the prayer call and the

prayer was established, Khālid-ibn-Walīd devised to profit by the time when all

Muslims were busy establishing the evening prayer and to attack them at a single

.instance

The verse was revealed and informed the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of the plot. So, seeing that

.miracle appeared through divine revelation, Khālid embraced Islam

In this prayer, after performing the first unit of prayer, the first group stand up and

complete the rest of the prayer, but the prayer leader waits a little so that the other

.group may come and join the second unit of the prayer carrying their weapons

And when you are among them (Muslim forces) and keep up the prayer for them, " 
then let a party of them stand up (in prayer) with you, carrying their arms. Then when

they have performed (their) prostrations, let them (continue the second unit solitarily

and) take their precaution in your rear, and let another party who have not prayed

come and pray with you (from the second unit), and let them take their precautions

and their arms; (for) those who disbelieve desire that you should be heedless of your

. ..." weapons and your baggages, then they would attack you all at once

Thus, in no condition prayer can be dropped and never a striver is without establishing

.prayer. There must be weapon in one hand and spirituality in the other

For the importance of the congregation prayer mentioning only this fact is enough

that, when facing the enemy in the battle-field, even one unit of the prayer is to be

.established either

It should also be noticed that when two duties come forth with together (i.e. holy

.struggle and prayer) one must not be sacrificed for the other

Due to your establishing prayer and the attack of enemy, take your precautions

By the way, self-consciousness is always necessary. Even at the time of establishing

prayer, Muslims should not be neglectful of the danger of the enemy. So, in no
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circumstances a striver must be in distance with the protective means. (If he has not

any weapon, he should wear armour). It is for the caution that if the enemy attacks he

.can protect himself until the help comes

p: 143
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 ... " but take your precautions " ... 

Yet, since there may necessarily come forth some occasions that it is difficult to carry

both the weapons and the protective means with together when keeping up the

:prayers, at the end of the above mentioned verse it ordains such

And it is no sin for you to lay down your arms if you are annoyed with rain or if you "... 
, ..." are sick

You should follow acting these instructions and be assured that victory is with you,
:because

." Verily Allah has prepared a disgraceful chastisement for the infidels " ... 

****
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امًایِق هَّللا  اورُکُذْافَ  هَولَّصلا  مُُتْیضَقَ  اذاِفَ  - 103

هَولَّصلا اومُیقاَفَ  مُْتْنَنأْمَطْا  اذَاِفَ  مْکُِبوُنجُ  یلعَوَ  ادًوعُُقوَ 

اتًوُقوْمَ اًباتکِ  نَینِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  تَْناک  هَولَّصلا  َّنِا 

Then when you have finished the prayer, remember Allah standing and sitting . " 103
and reclining. Then, when you are secure (from danger) establish the prayer (as

. " usual). Verily the prayer at fixed times has been enjoined upon the believers

Commentary: verse 103

!The Importance of Prayers, a Commandment

Following the instruction of `prayer of fear' mentioned in the previous verse, and the

,necessity of establishing prayer even while you are fighting

:it continues saying in this verse

Then when you have finished the prayer, remember Allah standing and sitting and " 
. ..." reclining

The purpose of the phrase: ` remember Allah standing and sitting and reclining may

have been the same different warfare positions in which soldiers sometimes use the

.various weapons designed for wars including the means of shooting

Another attitude indicates that the purpose of this phrase is that in all conditions

including: standing, sitting and reclining, whether you are healthy or sick, and even

(when you are struggling against the enemy, remember Allah. (1

In fact, the above-mntioned verse is a hint to an Islamic important instruction which

denotes that: establishing prayers at the appointed times does not mean that a

.person neglects the remembrance of Allah in other times

Then the Qur'ān informs us that the instruction for the `prayer of fear' is an

exceptional commandment, and as soon as the condition of fear removes the
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:circumstance will be as follows
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(..." Then, when you are secure (from danger) establish the prayer (as usual "... 

The secret of all these instructions and recommendations is for the fact that prayer is
one of the Divine certain obligations which is enjoined for all dynasties and in all times,

.because it is not separated from Faith

However, according to some Islamic traditions, the Arabic word /mauqūt/, mentioned

(in the holy verse, has been rendered into `a fixed obligatory at an appointed time'.(1

. " Verily the prayer at fixed times has been enjoined upon the believers "... 

****
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نَومَُلأْتَ اوُنوکُتَ  نِْا  مِوْقَْلا  ءِاغِتْبا  یِف  اوُنهِتَلاوَ  - 104

نَوجُرْیَلا ام  هِّللا  نَِم  نَوجُرْتَوَ  نَومَُلأْتَ  امکَ  نَومَُلأْیَ  مْهَُّناِفَ 

امًیکحَ امًیلعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

And do not flag in pursuit of the enemy. If you suffer pain, then they also suffer . " 104
pain as you suffer. But you hope from Allah what they do not hope. And Allah is All-

. " Knowing, All-Wise

The Occasion of Revelation verse 104

It is narrated from Ibn Abbas that after the painful events of the Battle of 'Uhud, the

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) stood upon Mount Uhud when Abūsufyān shouted with a

victorious tone; " O' Muhammad! One day we won, but another day! " That is, this very

victory that we have is instead of that defeat we suffered in the Battle of Badr." The

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told the Muslims to answer him immediately, and they said

Never is our situation like yours. Our martyrs are in heaven while your slains are in " 
." Hell

." Abūsufyān shouted: " We have Al-`Uzzā, but you have not it

:The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told Muslims to reply that slogan by saying

." Allah is our gaurdian but you have no gaurdian " 

,Abūsufyān, who felt himself weak before that lively Islamic motto

!" left out the idol 'Uzzā and attached the idol called Hubal. He cried: "High be Hubal

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) commanded Muslims to condemn the motto of the Age of

:Ignorance with a stronger and better motto. They would say

." Allah is the Higher and the Exalted " 
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:Abūsufyān, who made no gain from his own different mottoes, cried

. " Our trysting-place is the region of Badr-i-Suqrā"

Muslims returned from the battle-field while they were seriously annoyed of the

painful events in 'Uhud. At that time the verse was revealed and warned them not to

.flag in pursuit of the pagans, and not to be annoyed of those painful events
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This ocassion of revelation teaches us that Muslims should not be neglectful of none

of the enemy's styles. They should apply some stronger logics before the logic of the

enemies, and some better weapons against their weapons, else, the circumstances

.may change for the benefit of the enemy

Therefore, in any time, like our time, instead of regret for the painful events and

terrible corruptions that have surrounded Muslims from everyside, they should

actively set forth and produce some sound and useful books and publications in front

of the enemies' evil books and publications. They should utilize the best and modern

propaganda means of the time against the enemy's equipped means of propaganda.
To stand against the designs, phylosophies, and doctrines that different political,
economical and social schools introduce, Muslims must offer the inclusive Islamic

designs to all human kind. It is only by this method that they can protect their being

.and live as a progressive group in the world

Commentary: verse 104

Following the verses concerning the Holy struggle and migration, to stir the spirit of

:self-sacrifice in Muslims, this verse says

..." And do not flag in pursuit of the enemy " 

This statement is a hint to the fact that to stand against the arrogant enemy, you

should preserve the spirit of attack in yourselves, because, psychologically it has an

.extraordinary effect in knocking down the spirit of the enemy

Then, it states a clear and living reasoning for this commandment, and says why you

:may linger while

.If you suffer pain, then they also suffer pain as you suffer "... 

..." But you hope from Allah what they do not hope

And, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān emphasizes more and implies that all these
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annoyances, injuries, efforts and endeavours, and, perhaps, indulgences and

:negligences are not hidden from the knowledge of Allah. It says

. " And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise "... 

.Thus, you will see the result of all of them

****
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Section 16: Not to side the dishonest

Point

 - Not to take up the cause of the dishonest - the Apostle may pray for his followers

Forgiveness of Allah always there is for those who seek it after doing any

.evil with the necessary amendment

سِاّنلا نَْیَب  مَکُحْتَِل  قِّحَْلاِب  بَاتکِْلا  کَْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  اّنِا  - 105

هُّللا كَاراَ  امِب 

امًیصخَ نَینِئاخْلِل  نْکُتَلاوَ 

Verily We have sent down the Book to you with the Truth that you may judge . " 105
.between people by what Allah has shown (taught) you

." And be not an advocate for the treacherous

Commentary: verse 105

Basing on what is recorded in some authentic commentary books, once it happened

.that, in one of the battles, a Muslim stole a chain mail

When he was going to be marked by ignomimy, he threw the chain mail into the house

of a Jew, and then gathered some men saying that the Jewish person was a thief, not

that Muslim. The subject was brought to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the verse was

:revealed, announcing such

Verily We have sent down the Book to you with the Truth that you may judge " 
..." between people by what Allah has shown (taught) you

In this verse, at first Allah recommends the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that the purpose of

sending down this heavenly Book is that these rules of the truth and equity should be
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:practiced among people. It says

Verily We have sent down the Book to you with the Truth that you may judge " 
. ..." between people by what Allah has shown (taught) you

:Then, it awares the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by saying that

." And be not an advocate for the treacherous "... 

p: 149
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It is cited in Majma`-ul-Bayān (vol. 6, p. 32 Persian translation) that although this verse

addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the target is the Ummat of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not

the Prophet himself, because, upon the consensus of Ummat, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is
.immaculate from all sins and disgraces

Therefore, since the revelation of the Qur'ān is based on the truth, the judgements

should be performed upon the basis of the truth, too, not upon the relations. Thus, in
Islam, treating on justice is also necessary even towards a non-Mulsim person,

(. (regarding to the occasion of revelation of the verse

****
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امًیحرَ ارًوفُغَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّنِا  هَّللا  رِفِْغتَسْاوَ  - 106

. " And seek forgiveness of Allah. Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful . " 106

Commentary: verse 106

In this holy verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded that he seeks the forgiveness

.of Allah, for certainly Allah (s.w.t.) is forgiving and merciful

Yet, as it was mentioned in the commentary of the previous verse, cited by the author

of Majma`-ul-Bayān, that the verse was addressing the Prophet's Ummat, here, too,
it means to seek forgiveness for the Ummat, and we know that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

:is free from any fault. The verse says

. " And seek forgiveness of Allah. Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " 

****
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مْهُسَفُْناَ نَوُناتخْیَ  نَیذَّلا  نِعَ  لْدِاجُتلاوَ  - 107

امًیثاَ اًناوّخَ  نَاک  نْمَ  ُّبحُِیلا  هَّللا  َّنِا 

.And do not plead on behalf of those who deceive themselves . " 107

. " Verily Allah does not love any who is treacherous, sinful

Commentary: verse 107

The leaders of Islam and Muslims ought to find the treacherous ones and know their

.plans, so that they can decide on a suitable situation for themselves

However, injustice and treachery unto people is doing wrong to oneself. Treachery

pollutes the society and this social pollution reaches ourselves. Then, pleading a

treacherous person is unlawful, and it is considered as participating in the crime and

.being content with the treachery

..." And do not plead on behalf of those who deceive themselves " 

We should know, of course, that the state of the slight treacheries, which are done

unknownly and gullibly, is different from the state of the treachery of the mischievous

conspirators. (The Arabic words / yaxtānūn/ (those who deceive), /xawwān/
.( (treacherous), and /'aīm/ (sinful) indicate to a state of permanent treachery

:Then in this verse, it says

. " Verily Allah does not love any who is treacherous, sinful "... 

****
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سِاّنلا نَِم  نَوفُخْتَسْیَ  - 108

لِوْقَْلا نَِم  یضرْیَلا  ام  ِیبَُی  نَوُتّ ذِْا  مْهُعَمَ  وَهُوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  نَوفُخْتَسْیَلاوَ 

اطًیحُم نَوُلمَْعیَ  امِب  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

;They (the treacherous) hide from people but they hide not from Allah . " 108

.while He is with them when they hold nightly discourses that do not please Him

." And Allah encompasses what they do

Commetary: verse 108

Allah (s.w.t.) blames the treacherous ones in this verse. The verse says they shrink

from people that the inward of their deeds be manifested, but they are not ashamed

!of Allah

;..." They (the treacherous) hide from people but they hide not from Allah " 

Allah, the One Who is Omnipresent, is always with them. So, at that time of night,
when they are designing some treacherous plans and saying some words that are

:displeasing unto Him, He is with them and is aware of whatever they do. It says

while He is with them when they hold nightly discourses that do not please Him. And "...
. " Allah encompasses what they do

****

p: 153

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2200 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ءِلاؤُه مُْتناَاه  - 109

هِمَایقِْلا مَوْیَ  مْهُْنعَ  هَّللا  لُدِاجُی  نْمَفَ  ایْنُّدلا  هِویحَْلا  یِف  مْهُْنعَ  مُْتْلدَاج 

لاًیکوَ مْهِْیلَعَ  نُوکُیَ  نْمَ  مْاَ 

,Suppose that) you pleaded for them in this worldly life . " ) 109

,but who will plead for them with Allah on the Day of Resurrection

? " or who shall be their protector

Commentary: verse 109

:In these three holy verses, the Qur'ān gives three warnings to three groups

:It tells the judge not to transgress the bounds of right

(That you may judge between people by what Allah has shown (taught) you ..."(1 "... 

:It tells the treacherous one that Allah observes his deeds

(He is with them ... "(2 " ... 

In the above verse, it tells the defenders of the treacherous that their efforts will be

.useless for the Day of Judgement

,Suppose that) you pleaded for them in this worldly life " )

;...?" but who will plead for them with Allah on the Day of Resurrection

****

p: 154
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وْأَ اءًوسُ  لْمَْعیَ  نْمَوَ  - 110

امًیحرَ ارًوفُغَ  هَّللا  دِجِیَ  هَّللا  رِفِْغتَسْیَ  َّمُث  هُسَْفَن  مِْلظْیَ 

,And whoever does evil or acts unjustly to his own self . " 110

." then seeks forgiveness of Allah, shall find Allah Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 110

.The Qur'ānic word /sū'/, in philology, means `to harm others', too

.Thus, the verse refers to both being unjust to people and being cruel to oneself

,..." And whoever does evil or acts unjustly to his own self " 

The previous verse, criticized the treacherous and protection of the treacherous.
Here, in this verse, it states the way of rescue from it. The Qur'ān says that gate of the

.path of return is open to the wrong doers

:Now, it is they who should decide and return from doing sin and repent. It says

. " then seeks forgiveness of Allah, shall find Allah Forgiving, Merciful " ... 

****
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هسِْفَن یلعَ  هُُبسِکْیَ  امَّناِفَ  امًْثِا  بْسِکْیَ  نْمَوَ  - 111

امًیکحَ امًیلعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

And whoever commits a sin, indeed he commits it only against his own self and . " 111
. " Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 111

Sin, which is a transgression against the bound of Divine law, destroys the inner

purity, virtue of the spirit, and justice; and this very effect is the greatest damage. In

the system of existence and also in Allah's way of treatment, the result of injustice

.toward people, soon or late, reaches to our own selves

..." And whoever commits a sin, indeed he commits it only against his own self " 

And, at the end of the verse, it implies that the Lord is both All-Knowing, and is aware

of all the deeds of the servants, and is All-Wise, and punishes every wrong doer fitting

:with whatever the one deserves. It says

. " and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise "... 

****
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دِقَفَ اًئیرَب  هِب  مِرْیَ  َّمُث  امًْثِا  وْاَ  هًئیطخَ  بْسِکْیَ  نْمَوَ  - 112

انًیبُم امًْثِاوَ  اًناتهُْب  لَمَتَحْا 

And whoever commits a fault or a sin, then accuses of it an innocent, he indeed . " 112
." burdens (himself) with the calumny and a manifest sin

Commentary: verse 112

Point

This verse has pointed to the importance of committing the sin of calumny upon some

:innocent people. It says

And whoever commits a fault or a sin, then accuses of it an innocent, he indeed " 
." burdens (himself) with the calumny and a manifest sin

:Calumny Is a Crime

To denigrate an innocent is one of the most disgraceful actions that Islam has

.seriously condemned

:It has been narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said

The one who slander a believing man or woman, or says something about them " 
which is not in him (her), on the Day of Resurrection Allah sets the one on a heap of

(fire until he (she) comes out (of the responsibility) of what the one has said."(1

In deed, making current this unjust manner as a custom in a society causes to disturb

the order and probity of that society, to pollute the truth unto untruth, the innocent be

involved into difficulty and the sinner be saved, and the common confidence be

.vanished

****
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Section 17: Secret counsels of the Hypocrites

Point

Endeavours of the Hypocrites to destroy the Muslims Secret plots of the

.Hypocrites Plots against the Apostle doomed to failure

مْهُْنِم هٌفَِئاط  تَّْمهََل  هُُتمَحْرَوَ  کَْیلَعَ  هِّللا  لُضْفَ  لاوَْلوَ  - 113

مْهُسَفُْناَ لاِّا  نَوُّلضُِی  اموَ  كَوُّلضُِی  نْاَ 

ْ ءٍ یْش نِْم  کََنوُّرضُیَ  اموَ 

مُلَْعتَ نْکُتَ  مَْل  ام  کَمََّلعَوَ  هَمَکْحِْلاوَ  بَاتکِْلا  کَْیلَعَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَوَ 

امًیظعَ کَْیلَعَ  هِّللا  لُضْفَ  نَاکوَ 

,And had it not been Allah's grace on you and His Mercy . " 113

,a party of them had certainly resolved to lead you astray

,but they do not lead astray but their own selves

and they shall not harm you at all. And Allah has revealed to you the Book and the

,Wisdom, and He has taught you what you did not know

." and great is Allah's grace on you

Commentary: verse 113

In some preceding verses, (verse 105), a part of the event of the tribe called Banī-
Abīraq was explained. Now, in this verse, another part of that event is referred to. The

:verse says

,And had it not been Allah's grace on you and His Mercy " 
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,..." a party of them had certainly resolved to lead you astray

By accusing an innocent person and then involving the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this event,
they wanted both to defame the social and spiritual personality of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), and to fulfil their own evil intentions
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upon an innocent Muslim. But, the Lord, who is the protector of His Messenger,
.obliterated their plans totally

:Then, the Qur'ān says

but they do not lead astray but their own selves, and they shall not harm you at "... 
..." all

Finally, the Qur'ān states the reason of immunity of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from fault,
:such

And Allah has revealed to you the Book and the Wisdom, and He has taught you "... 
,..." what you did not know

:And, it concludes the verse by saying

." and great is Allah's grace on you "...

In the above-mentioned sentence, one of the basic reasons of the subject of

inerrancy is shortly pointed out. It implies that Allah has taught the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
some knowledge and science that he is saved from any fault and mistake, because

knowledge and sciences, especially the knowledge of hidden things and unknown

.secrets, (in final stage) are the causes of light and inerrancy

****
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فٍورُْعمَ وْاَ  هٍقَدَصَِب  رَمَاَ  نْمَ  لاِّا  مْهُاوجَْن  نِْم  رٍیثکَ  یف  رَْیخَ  لا  - 114

سِاّنلا نَْیَب  حٍلاصِْا  وْاَ 

هِّللا تِاضرْمَ  ءَاغِتْبا  کَِلذ  لْعَْفیَ  نْمَوَ 

امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ  هِیتؤُْن  فَوْسَفَ 

,There is no good in most of their secret conferences . " 114

except for him who enjoins charity or goodness or reconciliation between people; and

,whoever does this, seeking Allah's pleasure

." We will give him a great reward

Commentary: verse 114

In the former verses, there was a hint to the mischievous hidden nightly meetings of

some hypocrites or the like of them. In this holy verse, the subject is discussed more

'. detailed under the title of `secret conference

:The Arabic term /najwā/ ` conspiring whisper ', does not mean only

.the secret whispered words'. It includes any secret and hidden meetings, too`

The holy verse denotes that: there is no goodness in their most private meetings

:which such people hold secretly, and they are based on some evil plans. It says

,..." There is no good in most of their secret conferences " 

Then, in order that it might not be thought that any conspiring and whisper, or secret

meeting, is blameworthy and prohibited, a few instances are mentioned at the end of

:this very verse in the form of exceptions. It says

except for him who enjoins charity or goodness or reconciliation between "... 
;..." people
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If such conspirings may not be for pretence or dealing hypocrisy but for the purpose

of obtaining the pleasure of Allah, the Lord will assign a great recompense for them.
:The verse says

." and whoever does this, seeking Allah's pleasure, We will give him a great reward "...
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In principle, conspiring and secret whispering, or holding hidden meetings have been

introduced in the Qur'ān as ` Satanic work '. Sura Mujādelah, No. 58, verse 10 says: "
..." Secret counsels are only (the work) of Satan

Essentially, if secret conspiring is performed at the presence of a crowd, it may raise

the suspicion of men. It can even sometimes create mistrust between friends. That is
why it is better not to apply this manner except for the necessary aspects. The

.philosophy of this ordinance in the Qur'ān may also be the very fact

****
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لَوسَُّرلا قِِقاشُی  نمَوَ  - 115

نَینِمؤْمُْلا لِیبسَ  رَْیغَ  عِْبَّتیَوَ  يدهُْلا  هَُل  نََّیبَتَ  ام  دِْعَب  نِْم 

مََّنهَجَ هِلصُْنوَ  یّلوَتَ  ام  هِّلوَُن 

ارًیصمَ تْءَاسوَ 

And whoever opposes the Messenger after the guidance has become manifest . " 115
to him, and follows other than the way of the believers, him We shall turn over to what

,he has turned to

,and We shall expose him to Hell

! " and an evil destination it is

Commetnary: verse 115

The Arabic term /mašāqqah/ means that you put yourself one side and the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) another side and begin hindering the affairs, and showing hostility

.by intentional opposition

Therefore, after the truth being manifest to a person, it is obligatory for the one to

.obey the Messenger of Allah, and, evidently, opposing him (p.b.u.h.) is unlawful

And whoever opposes the Messenger after the guidance has become manifest to " 
,... " him

However, the Lord does not punish anyone by taking him into Hell without completing

.the arguement

,..." after the guidance has become manifest to him "... 

Thus, the result of opposing the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and the Islamic Ummah

:is to assume the mastership of other than Allah and falling down into Hell. It says
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and follows other than the way of the believers, him We shall turn over to what he "... 
, ..." has turned to

That is, the person follows a way other than the religion of the believing people. In

such a case, Allah (s.w.t.) will leave that person to the idols which he relies on and

.imagines as his shelter and his support in all circumstances
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And, as a recompense of choosing aberration and leaving off the way of guidance, he

:will be put in Hell to taste his retribution, and it is an evil destination. It says

!" and We shall expose him to Hell, and an evil destination it is "... 

****
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Section 18: Idolatry Prohibited

Point

Polytheism unpardonable Satan always misleads Faith and virtue shall be rewarded

کَِلذ نَودُ  ام  رُفِْغیَوَ  هِب  كَرَشُْی  نْاَ  رُفِْغیَلا  هَّللا  َّنِا  - 116

ءُاشیَ نْمَِل 

ادًیعَب لاًلاضَ  َّلضَ  دْقَفَ  هِّللاِب  كْرِشُْی  نْمَوَ 

Verily Allah does not forgive that (anything) be associated with Him, but He . " 116
forgives less than that to whom He pleases; and whoever associates anything with

." Allah, has gone astray into far error

Commentary: verse 116

Polytheism is an earnest deep disease. Therefore as long as it has not been rooted

out in a person, morals and righteous deeds are not spiritually of avail. Repentance is
the remedy of polytheism. So, a polytheist should come out of the circle of paganism

in order to be involved in the forgiveness and Mercy of Allah. The ways toward the

forgiveness of Allah are: repentance, pardon, good deed, and avoidance of

.committing great sins

Verily Allah does not forgive that (anything) be associated with Him, but He forgives " 
less than that to whom He pleases; and whoever associates anything with Allah, has

." gone astray into far error

****
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نَوعُدْیَ نِْاوَ  اًثانِا  لاِّا  هِنودُ  نِْم  نَوعُدْیَ  نِْا  - 117

ادًیرمَ اًناطْیشَ  لاِّا 

They (the pagans) invoke in His stead but female things (the Idols), and they . " 117
. " invoke none but Satan, the persistent rebel

Commentary: verse 117

The previous verse considered the polytheists being in aberration. The reason of it is
.referred to in the above verse

The pagans of Mecca used to worship some angels whom they called the daughters

:of God. That idea was a wrong and deluded thought. The verse says

They (the pagans) invoke in His stead but female things (the Idols), and they invoke " 
. " none but Satan, the persistent rebel

****
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اضًورُْفمَ ابًیصَن  كَدِابعِ  نِْم  َّنذَخَِّتلاََ  لَاقوَ  هُّللا  هُنَعََل  -118

Allah has cursed him (Satan) and he said, most certainly I will take of Your . " 118
." servants an appointed share

Commentary: verse 118

.The origin of all adversities and destructivenesses of Satan is his being cursed

(..." Allah has cursed him (Satan " 

Satan is the early enemy of man, and it is for this reason that Satan does his utmost

possible effort to mislead him. Then, we must be completely aware not to fall into his

.trap

." and he said, most certainly I will take of Your servants an appointed share "... 

****
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مِاعْنلاَْا نَاذا  ِتبَُیلَفَ  َّنکُّ مْهَُّنرَُملاَوَ  ِنمَلاَُوَ  مْهَُّنیَّ مْهَُّنَّلضِلاَُوَ  - 119

هِّللا قَْلخَ  َّنرُِّیغَُیلَفَ  مْهَُّنرَُملاَوَ 

هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  ایِلوَ  نَاطْیَّشلا  ذِخَِّتیَ  نْمَوَ 

انًیبُم اًنارسْخُ  رَسِخَ  دْقَفَ 

And most certainly I will lead them astray and certainly I will arouse desires in . " 119
them, and certainly I will bid them that they slit the ears of the cattle, and I will

;certainly command them that they alter the creation of Allah

and whoever takes Satan for a guardian rather than Allah, has indeed suffered a

." manifest loss

Commentary: verse 119

:Satan has sworn to persuade some programs

:He has said that he would take an appointed share from Allah's servants . 1

..." and he said, most certainly I will take of Your servants an appointed share "... 

Satan knows that he has not the authority of leading all the servants of Allah astray.
There are only the persons who indulge in their desires, and the people of weak faith

.and weak will who submit to Satan

Therefore, the second thing that he has promised to do upon human beings is that . 2
:he says

 ..." And most certainly I will lead them astray"

:Then, he says . 3

,..." and certainly I will arouse desires in them "... 

Satan says that he will invite the servants of Allah to superstitious acts, including the . 4
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:following action

,..." and certainly I will bid them that they slit the ears of the cattle "... 

This action refers to one of the disgraceful deeds of the Age of Ignorance. It was

customary among the idol worshippers that they would split the ears of some certain

cattles, or they cut their ears utterly. They
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.believed that it was forbidden to ride on them and, thus, they took no benefit of them

What Satan says in this stage is an irreparable damage that he causes against the . 5
:basis of the prosperity of man. Satan says

..." and I will certainly command them that they alter the creation of Allah "...

This sentence shows that Allah has settled monotheism and any other admirable

attributes in the first nature of man, but some Satanic temptations and low desires

.deviate man from the straight path and lead him astray

:And, at the end of the verse, it refers to a general principle when it says

and whoever takes Satan for a guardian rather than Allah, has indeed suffered a "... 
." manifest loss

****
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ارًورُغُ لاِّا  نُاطْیَّشلا  مُهُدُعِیَ  اموَ  مْهِیّنمَُیوَ  مْهُدُعِیَ  - 120

He promises them and fills them with (vain) desires, and Satan does not promise . " 120
. " them except delusion

Commentary: verse 120

When the verse of forgiveness of sins was revealed from the origin of Allah (Sura 'Āl-
i-`Imrān, No. 3, verse 135), 'Iblis gathered his supporters by a cry and told them that

all their efforts would result no vail when a person repented. Each of them said

something about it, and one of the Satans said: "Whenever a person decides to

repent, I will entangle him with vain desires and promises, so that he delays his

(repentance. Then, `Iblīs was contented. (1

He promises them and fills them with (vain) desires, and Satan does not promise " 
. " them except delusion

****
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اصًیحمَ اهْنعَ  نَودُجِیَلاوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوأْمَ  کَِئلوُا  - 121

." These are they whose abode is Hell, and they will find no refuge therefrom . " 121

Commentary: verse 121

.Hell will be an eternal place for some people and they will remain there forever

, ..." These are they whose abode is Hell " 

Being attentive to the fact that all misfortunes can, more or less, be avoided of but the

punishment of the Hearafter which will be unavoidable, and also that there will be no

.return in Hereafter. Then, it is better to return from evil actions before passing away

. " and they will find no refuge therefrom "... 

****
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تِاحِلاصّلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 122

رُاهْنلاَْا اهَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ  تٍاّنجَ  مْهُُلخِدُْنسَ 

ادًَباَ اهیف  نَیدِلاخ 

لاًیق هِّللا  نَِم  قُدَصْاَ  نْمَوَ  اقحَ  هِّللا  دَعْوَ 

,But (as for) those who believe and do righteous deeds . " 122

.shortly we will admit them into gardens beneath which rivers flow

.Therein they will abide forever

? " Allah's promise is the truth, and who is truer of word than Allah

Commentary: verse 122

We recited in the previous verses that: whoever takes Satan for a guardian rather

than Allah has indeed suffered a manifest loss; and, Satan promises them and fills

them with desires, and Satan does not promise them except delusion. Here,
:comparing them, the Qur'ān states the fate of the believing persons. It says

,But (as for) those who believe and do righteous deeds " 

. ..." shortly we will admit them into gardens beneath which rivers flow

:This bounty is not like the fleeting and transitory bounties of this world, but

..." Therein they will abide forever "... 

This promise is not alike with the false promises of Satan, but it is a true promise from

:the side of Allah

,..." Allah's promise is the truth "... 

It is evident that none can be truer in speech than Allah, because breach of promise is

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2223 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


either for inability or ignorance or need, all of which are far from His Holy presence. It

:says

?" and who is truer of word than Allah "... 

****
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بِاتکِْلا لِهْاَ  یِِّناماَ  لاوَ  ِیِناماَِب  مْکُّ سَْیَل  - 123

هِب زَجُْی  اءًوسُ  لْمَْعیَ  نْمَ 

ارًیصَن لاوَ  ایِلوَ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِْم  هَُل  دْجِیَلاوَ 

It is not your vain desires, nor the vain desires of the people of the Book. . " 123
,Whoever does evil shall be recompensed for it

." and, besides Allah, he will find for himself neither a guardian nor a helper

Commentary: verse 123

Muslims were proud of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as the seal of the prophets, and that

they are the best Ummah (community). The People of the Book boasted of their

background, too. They said that they would not remain in Hell Fire but a few days. This

verse was revealed to correct the imagination of both groups, and assigned ` the

.action of a person ' as a document

.Therefore, vain imaginations and baseless hopes must be avoided of

:It says

.It is not your vain desires, nor the vain desires of the people of the Book " 

Islam is founded on realities, not on untruth, delusions or desires of individuals.
.( (Untruth, originated from anyone and from any school, is condemned to destruction

However, Allah is just and His reward or retribution is based upon the `action' that

.individuals perform

,whoever does evil shall be recompensed for it "... 

." and, besides Allah, he will find for himself neither a guardian nor a helper

****
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یثْنُا وْاَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  تِاحِلاصّلا  نَِم  لْمَْعیَ  نْمَوَ  - 124

کَِئلواُفَ نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ 

ارًیقَن نَومُلَظُْیلاوَ  هََّنجَْلا  نَوُلخُدْیَ 

,And whoever does deeds of righteousness, whether male or female . " 124

and is a believer, then these shall enter Heaven and they shall not be dealt with a jot

. " unjustly

Commentary: verse 124

It seems that the Arabic word /naqīr/ is taken from the sense of `pecking', and it is

.applied for the hole of a date-stone, as if it has been pecked

In the previous verse the meaning was about `whoever does evil', and here, in this

verse, it is about whoever does deeds of righteousness, the reward or retribution of

'. both is based upon `deed

Thus, the factor of entering into Heaven is `faith and good deed' not the race or

(. claims or desires (which were mentioned in the previous verse

.All races, colours, nations and classes are equal for enjoying the grace of Allah

 ..." And whoever does deeds of righteousness " 

:Males and females are equal in reaching the spiritual virtues

,..." whether male or female, and is a believer " ...

The reward of a believing good-doer is Heaven; and the righteous deeds are valuable

.even though they are small

then these shall enter Heaven "... 

. " and they shall not be dealt with a jot unjustly
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نَّْمِم انًید  نُسَحْاَ  نْمَوَ  - 125

افًینحَ مَیهرْبِا  هََّلِم  عَبََّتاوَ  نٌسِحُْم  وَهُوَ  هِّلِل  هُهَجْوَ  مَلَسْاَ 

لاًیلخَ مَیهرْبِا  هُّللا  ذَخََّتاوَ 

And who is better in religion than the one who surrenders himself entirely to . " 125
.Allah while he is righteous and follows the creed of Abraham

?the upright one

." And Allah took Abraham as a Friend

Commentary: verse 125

In the verse before this verse, the word was upon the fruit of Faith and deed and it
implied that merely belonging to a doctrine or a school of thought has no effect. Yet, in
order that no misunderstanding arises from the former discussion, in this verse, the

preference of the religion of Islam over all religions has been stated by the following

:sense

And who is better in religion than the one who surrenders himself entirely to Allah " 
? ..." while he is righteous and follows the creed of Abraham, the upright one

:In this verse, three things have been considered as the criterion of the best creed

:The first thing is the absolute submission before Allah (s.w.t.). The verse says

..." the one who surrenders himself entirely to Allah "... 

The second thing is righteousness. The purpouse of that, here, is doing any

.righteousness by the heart, the tongue, and action

 ..." while he is righteous "... 

The third thing is to follow the creed of Abraham, the upright. The verse continues
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:saying

? ... " and follows the creed of Abraham, the upright one "... 

Then, at the end of the verse, it reasons its emphasis on the creed of
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:Abraham as follows

. " And Allah took Abraham as a Friend "... 

According to the Islamic literature, this rank of Abraham, being chosen as a friend by

Allah, was because of his abundant prostrations, feeding the indigent, his midnight

(prayers, accepting the problems, and his hospitality.(1

****
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ضِرْلاَْا یِف  اموَ  تِاوامَّسلا  یِف  ام  هِّلِلوَ  - 126

اطًیحُم ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُِب  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

,And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth . " 126

. " and Allah encompasses all things

Commentary: verse 126

This verse points to the absolute sovereignty of Allah and His domination over all

:things. It says

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and " 
. " Allah encompasses all things

It refers to the fact that Allah elected Abraham (a.s.) as His friend, never for the

reason of His need to him, because Allah (s.w.t.) is free from any want, but for the

.virtues and the extraordinary conspicuous attributes that Abraham had

****
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Section 19: Dealings with Orphans and Women

Point

Equity to the interest of the orphans and women ordained Reconciliation between

husband and

wife Equity among wives, separation of man and wife

Carefulness about the duties enjoined

ِنلا ءِاسّ یِف  کََنوُتْفتَسْیَوَ  - 127

بِاتکِْلا یِف  مْکُْیلَعَ  یلْتُی  اموَ  َّنهِیف  مْکُیتْفُی  هُّللا  لُِق 

نَوُبغَرْتَوَ َّنهَُل  بَِتکُ  ام  َّنهَُنوُتؤُْتلا  یتّلا  ِنلا  ءِاسّ یمَاتیَ  یف 

نِادْلوِْلا نَِم  نَیفعَضْتَسْمُْلاوَ  َّنهُوحُکِنتَ  نْاَ 

رٍْیخَ نِْم  اوُلعَْفتَ  اموَ  طِسْقِْلاِب  یماتیَْلِل  اوُموقُتَ  نْاَوَ 

امًیلعَ هِب  نَاک  هَّللا  َّناِفَ 

:And they ask you for a pronouncement concerning women. Say . " 127

Allah pronounces to you concerning them, and what is recited to you in the Book`

concerning the orphan women to whom you do not give what is appointed for them,
while you desire to marry them, and also (concerning) the oppressed children, and

,that you should deal towards orphans with equity

'." and whatever of good you do, verily Allah knows it

Commentary: verse 127

In order to defend the rights of women and saving them, we should always follow the

.instructions of the heavenly leader
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 ..." And they ask you for a pronouncement " 

Mentioning the defence of women, children, and orphans beside
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each other in the Qur'ān, is a sign of the existence of transgression against them

through the length of the history. The support of Allah from the rights of women is an

.unchangeable pronouncement of Allah

And, the responses of the Messenger of Allah are the same as the pronouncement of

.Allah

, ..." Say: `Allah pronounces to you concerning them "... 

.Justly treating the orphans is the best sample of the righteous work

,..." and whatever of good you do "... 

.The Islamic community should raise for establishing justice among orphans

, ..." and that you should deal towards orphans with equity "... 

However, you should know that your services for, and your helps upon, the deprived

.in the society will not be neglected

 '." verily Allah knows it "... 

****
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اضًارعِْا وْاَ  ازًوشُُن  اهِلْعَب  نِْم  تْفَاخ  هٌاَرَْما  نِِاوَ  - 128

احًْلصُ امهُنَْیَب  احِلصُْی  نْاَ  امهِْیلَعَ  حَانجُ  لافَ 

َّحُّشلا سُفُنلاَْا  تِرَضِحُْاوَ  رٌْیخَ  حُْلُّصلاوَ 

اوقَُّتتَوَ اوُنسِحُْت  نِْاوَ 

ارًیبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  نَاک  هَّللا  َّناِفَ 

,And if a woman fears ill treatment from her husband, or desertion . " 128

,there is no sin on the couple if they effect a reconciliation between them

and reconciliation is better but avarice has been made to be present in the (people's)
,minds, and if you do good and keep from evil

." then verily Allah is aware of what you do

Commentary: verse 128

It happened that at the beginning of Islam, a Muslim believer by the name of Rāfi'-
ibn-Khadīj had got two wives. One of them was old and the other was young. He had

to divorce the old wife because of some discords that they had. But before ending the

waiting period, he told her that if she desired he could revoke upon condition that she

would be patient when he might prefer his young wife, else they should separate

after finishing the waiting period. The woman accepted the reconciliation: and then

.this verse was revealed

The Arabic term /nusūz/ is derived from the root /nasz/ in the sense of: `an elevated

place', which, here, means: `disobedience'. In verse No. 34 from the current Sura, the

speech was about the disobedience of the wife, and here the statement is also upon ill
.treatment

The Arabic word /suhḥ/̣, when concerning a wife, means: `avoiding of wearing

appropriate clothing and lack of ornamentation'; and when concerning a man, it
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refers to: his avoidance of paying dower sum, necessaries, and the absence of

.showing affeciton

In any case, for the family affairs, the first stage is reconciliation
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between the couple without the interference of others. If it does not end to peace,
:others may interfere

,..." if they effect a reconciliation between them "... 

And it does not matter for a person to remit a right in order to obtain a higher general

.interest and to make safe the atmosphere in the family

 ..." there is no sin "... 

The origin of instability in many families is the insularities, envy and avarice that has

.surrounded human-kind

,..." but avarice has been made to be present in the (people's) minds "... 

Renunciation of man from his venereal desires and being careful of justice between

his two wives, are among the examples of piety and kindness. If a man remits his own

right, and does good and kindness unto his wife, all of these actions are at the

.presence of Allah

." then verily Allah is aware of what you do "...

****
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ِنلا ءِاسّ نَْیَب  اوُلدِْعتَ  نْاَ  اوعُیطتَسْتَ  نَْلوَ  - 129

هِقََّلعَمُْلاکَ اهورُذَتَفَ  لِْیمَْلا  َّلکُ  اوُلیمتَ  لافَ  مُْتصْرَحَ  وَْلوَ 

اوقَُّتتَوَ اوحُِلصُْت  نِْاوَ 

امًیحرَ ارًوفُغَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّناِفَ 

,You will never be able to deal equitably between (your) wives . " 129

however much you be eager (to do so); then do not incline with a total inclination (to

;one) so that you leave her as it were in suspense

,and if you effect reconciliation and keep from evil

." then verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 129

Heavenly Law Has no Contradiction with Natural Disposition

It is natural that a man shows more affection to his young wife than his aged wife.
That is why the commandment of Justice is only due to the treatment of man unto his

.wives, not due to his heartily love

,..." You will never be able to deal equitably between (your) wives " 

.Now that heartily justice is not possible, then, there should be equity in action

In Islam, there is no duty beyond the ability of a person. A human being is not usually

.able to adjust affection, but he is able to apply justice in dealing the affairs

.It is unlawful for a man to leave his wife undecided

then do not incline with a total inclination (to one) so that you leave her as it were in "... 
;suspense
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Through reconciliation and piety, both the former shortcomings and the unconscious

.negligences will be forgiven

and if you effect reconciliation and keep from evil, then verily Allah is Forgiving, "... 
." Merciful

****
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هِتعَسَ نِْم  لاکُ  هُّللا  نِْغُی  اقَّرفَتَیَ  نِْاوَ  - 130

امًیکحَ اعًسِاو  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

Yet if they (should) separate, Allah will enrich each out of His abundance, and . " 130
. " Allah is All-Embracing, the Wise

Commentary: verse 130

Next to the former discussion, in this verse it points to this fact that if the continuation

of conjugal life is tiresome for the couple and there have come forth some things that

the circumstance can never be remediable, they do not have to continue such a

marriage and to be prisoner of a bitter family life like that. They can separate from

each other and, without having any fear from their future, they should decide bravely,
because in this condition, if they separate, Allah will enrich both of them out of His

abundance and Mercy. They can be hopeful to have better spouses and more

.delightful lives in future

,..." Yet if they (should) separate, Allah will enrich each out of His abundance " 

This situation exists, because Allah has a vast inclusive Mercy and abundance,
:together with Wisdom. It says

. " and Allah is All-Embracing, the Wise "... 

****
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ضِرْلاَْا یِف  اموَ  تِاومَّسلا  یِف  ام  هِّلِلوَ  - 131

هَّللا اوقَُّتا  نِاَ  مْکُاّیِاوَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  بَاتکِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  انَْیَّصوَ  دْقََلوَ 

اورُفُکْتَ نِْا  وَ 

ضِرْلاَْا یِف  اموَ  تِاومَّسلا  یِف  ام  هِّلِل  َّناِفَ 

ادًیمحَ اینغَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

,And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth . " 131

and certainly We enjoined those who were given the Book before you, and you (too),
,that you should be in awe of Allah; and if you disbelieve

,then, verily, to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth

." and Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy

Commentary: verse 131

The Holy Qur'ānic phrase: " And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and

whatever is in the earth, ..." has occurred two times in this verse and one time in the

next verse. This repetition is because of its belief function, in order that we know

Allah, the Almighty, is capable in performing His promises in all affairs, and that He

(. enriches the servants (including enriching them in both marriage and divorce

However, the Power and Sovereignty of Allah is the guarantee of execution for His

.promises

, ..." And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth " 

Allah is Self-Sufficient, and having the possession of what is in the heavens and what

.is in the earth, He is in need of neither our worship nor our faith

." and Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy "... 
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Also, the One Who has Wisdom, Power, and Possession is rightful to
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.have the authority of legislation and recommendation, too

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and " 
certainly We enjoined those who were given the Book before you, and you (too), that

,you should be in awe of Allah; and if you disbelieve

then, verily, to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth,
." and Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy

****
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ضِرْلاَْا یِف  اموَ  تِاومَّسلا  یِف  ام  هِّلِلوَ  - 132

لاًیکوَ هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ 

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, . " 132
. " and Allah is sufficient as a Protector

Commentary: verse 132

:For the third time, it emphasizes in this verse that

, ..." And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heaven and whatever is in the earth " 

Then, it continues the statement denoting that He himself protects and runs them all.
:It says

And to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and " 
. " Allah is sufficient as a Protector

****
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سُاّنلا اهَُّیاَ  مْکُْبهِذُْی  أْشَیَ  نِْا  - 133

نَیرخَاِب تِأْیَوَ 

ارًیدقَ کَِلذ  یلعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

;If He pleases, He can remove you, O' people! and bring others . " 133

. " and Allah is powerful over that

Commentary: verse 133

Next to the meaning in the previous verse, it continues to imply that it is no problem

for Allah (s.w.t.) that He vanishes you and substitutes you some other people who will

be more receptive and more decided in the path of His obedience. And Allah (s.w.t.) is
:powerful to accomplish this action. The holy verse says

If He pleases, He can remove you, O' people! and bring others; and Allah is powerful " 
. " over that

When this verse was revealed, the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) struck his hand over

the back of Salmān Fārsī and said: " These people are Iranians (non-Arabs from

(Persia)."(1

****
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هِّللا دَْنعِفَ  ایْنُّدلا  بَاوَث  دُیرُی  نَاک  نْمَ  - 134

هِرَخِلااوَ ایْنُّدلا  بُاوَث 

ارًیصَب اًعیمسَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

Whoever desires the reward of this world, then with Allah is the reward of this . " 134
." world and the Hereafter and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Seeing

Commentary: verse 134

There are some believers who can ask Allah the reward of this world and the reward

of the coming world, and enjoy of the bounties of both lives. If they suffice only to this

world, and pursue the material interests when accomplishing the Holy Struggle and

:righteous deeds, they are in a serious error. The Qur'ān says

,Whoever desires the reward of this world " 

then with Allah is the reward of this world and the Hereafter and Allah is All-Hearing,
." All-Seeing

****
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Section 20: Equity to everyone -The Jewish Hypocrisy Condemned

Point

;Firmness in equity, fairplay and faith enjoined, coveting for worldly goods

.forsaking truth is due to weakness in faith

هِّلِل ءَادهَشُ  طِسْقِْلاِب  نَیماوّقَ  اوُنوکُ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 135

نَیبرَْقلاَْاوَ نِْیدَِلوْلا  وِاَ  مْکُسِفُناَ  یلعَ  وَْلوَ 

امهِِب یلوْاَ  هُّللافَ  ارًیقفَ  وْاَ  اینغَ  نْکُیَ  نِْا 

اوُلدِْعتَ نْاَ  يوَهَْلا  اوعُِبَّتتَ  لافَ 

اوضُرِْعُت وْاَ  اوُْلتَ  نِْاوَ 

ارًیبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امِب  نَاک  هَّللا  َّناِفَ 

,O' you who have Faith! be maintainers of justice (and) witnesses for Allah's sake . " 135

;though it be against your own selves or (your) parents or near relatives

.whether the one be rich or poor, Allah is closer to them both

;Therefore do not follow any passion so that you can deal jsustly

(, and if you swerve or decline (the right

." then verily Allah is aware of what you do

Commentary: verse 135

:Social Justice

Following the instructions that were pointed out through previous verses about the

execution of justice upon orphans and wives, here in this verse, the statement is upon
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a basic principle and a general law. It is about the execution of justice in all aspects

:and without any exception. It says

 ..." O' you who have Faith! be maintainers of justice " 
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That is, you should accomplish justice so that you might not have the least inclination

.toward any side

Then, to emphasize the matter, the verse refers to the subject of bearing witness. It

recommends upon affairs concerning the witnesses, in particular, and that you should

put aside all circumspections and bear witness rightfully for the sake of Allah, even if it
:is against you or your parents or your near relatives. It says

and) witnesses for Allah's sake, though it be against your own selves or (your) "... )
;parents or near relatives

It can be understood from this holy phrase that it is possible for relatives to bear

.witness for or against each other when they observe the principles of justice

Then, it points to other factors of perversion from the principle of justice. It implies

that neither the wealth of the rich nor the emotions arisen from the poverty of the

.poor should hinder to bear witness rightfully

It is because Allah is more aware of the condition of the person against whom the

.rightful attestation is performed whether the one is rich or poor

Therefore, neither the possessors of wealth and force can damage the rightful

witnesses when there is the support of Allah, nor the poor remain hungry when

:justice is executed. The verse says

..." whether the one be rich or poor, Allah is closer to them both "... 

Again, to emphasize on the matter, it instructs us not to follow our desires, because, in
.that case, there come forth some barriers for executing justice

; ..." Therefore do not follow any passion so that you can deal justly "... 

This sentence clearly leads us to the fact that the origin of transgressions and

cruelties is carnal desires. Thus, if a group of people be not the followers of carnal

.desires, injustice and cruelty may not be found among them
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For the importance that there lies in the execution of justice, it emphasizes again on

this commandment. It indicates that if you hinder the right from reaching the rightful

person, or pervert the right, or turn aside from the right when it becomes clear to you,
:Allah is well aware of what you do. It says

and if you swerve or decline (the right), then verily Allah is "... 
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." aware of what you do

The above verse makes completely manifest the extraordinary attention of Islam to

the subject of social justice in whatever form and in whatever case it may be. The

application of different emphasis mentioned in these sentences shows how much

.Islam is sensitive for this important social subject among humankind

But, unfortunately, there is a long distance between the action of Muslims and this

excellent Islamic commandment! This very fact, of course, is one of the secrets of

.their retardation

****
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هِلوسُرَوَ هِّللاِب  اوُنِما  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 136

لُْبقَ نِْم  لَزَْناَ  يذَّلا  بِاتکِْلاوَ  هِلوسُرَ  یلعَ  لََّزَن  يذَّلا  بِاتکِْلاوَ 

رِخِلاَْا مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِلسُرُوَ  هِبُتکُوَ  هِتکَِئلمَوَ  هِّللاِب  رْفُکْیَ  نْمَوَ 

ادًیعَب لاًلاضَ  َّلضَ  دْقَفَ 

O' you who have Faith! Believe in Allah and His Messenger and the Book which . " 136
,He has sent down unto His Messenger

and the Book(s) which He has sent down aforetime; and whoever disbelieves in Allah

,and His angels and His Messengers and the Last Day

. " has indeed gone astray into far error

Commentary: verse 136

The meaning of the verse may be such: O' you who have faith! go a step further; or,
.be firm in your faith forever

A believer should elevate himself to a higher degree of faith every day, since there

.are degrees in faith

..." O' you who have Faith! Believe " 

In this regard, Sura Muhammad, No. 47, verse 17 says: " And those who avail of the

guidance, He adds unto them guidance..." And, Sura Al-Fath, No. 48, verse 4 says: "...
; ..." that they might add further faith to their faith

However, disbelief in some heavenly Books and some prophets is the same as

.disbelief in all

Believe in Allah and His Messenger "... 

,and the Book which He has sent down unto His Messenger
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and the Book(s) which He has sent down aforetime; and whoever disbelieves in Allah

,and His angels and His Messengers and the Last Day

. " has indeed gone astray into far error
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اورُفَکَ َّمُث  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 137

مْهَُل رَفِْغیَِل  هُّللا  نِکُیَ  مَْل  ارًْفکُ  اودُادزْا  َّمُث  اورُفَکَ  َّمُث  اوُنمَا  َّمُث 

لاًیبسَ مْهُیَدهْیَِل  لاوَ 

Verily those who believed, then disbelieved, again believed, and again . " 137
,disbelieved, then increased in (their) disbelief, Allah will not forgive them

. " nor will He guide them to the (right) way

Commentary: verse 137

Formerly a verse similar in meaning to this holy verse was detailed, saying that the

repentance of such persons is not accepted and they are the real misguided ones.
Also, Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No.3, verse 90 in this field says: " Verily those who disbelieve

after their belief, then increase in infidelity; their repentance will never be accepted;

. " and these are they who are astray

There are some people who change their features every day. This is either for the

lack of research in Truth and religion, or it is a plot in order to weaken the belief of the

believers. Sura 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No.3, verse 72 also manifests this plan by stating that

they believed at the opening of the day, and disbelieved at the end of it, with the

purpose that they might weaken the Muslims in their Faith. The clear example of the

content of this verse is the persons such as Shabth-ibn-Rib`ī whose instability can be

:illustrated as follows

He became Muslim but, after the death of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he disbelieved. After

that, he repented and joined to the adherents of Ali (a.s.). Later, he changed to be the

commander of Kharijites. Again he repented and went on to be as an adherent of

Imam Hassan (a.s.) and Imam Husayn (a.s.). He wrote an invitation letter to Imam

Husayn (a.s.) but he showed his disloyalty to Muslim-ibn-`Aghīl in Kūfa (an ancient city

in Mesopotamia). He accepted to be the commander of Yazīd's troop in Karbalā, and

built a mosque in Kūfa as a sign of gratitude for the slain of Imam Husayn (a.s.). The
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:verse says
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Verily those who believed, then disbelieved, again believed, and again disbelieved, " 
then increased in (their) disbelief, Allah will not forgive them, nor will He guide them to

. " the (right) way

****
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امًیلاَ اًباذعَ  مْهَُل  َّناَِب  نَیقِفانمُْلا  رِشَِّب  - 138

. " Announce to the hypocrites that they shall have a painful chastisement . " 138

Commentary: verse 138

When the Qur'ānic word / bišārat / ` glad tidings ' is used for punishment, it is either as

a mockery due to their baseless vain thoughts, or for the sake that the Arabic term /
bišārat /, which is originally derived from the Arabic word /bušr/ in the sense of ` face ',
has a vast meaning. It concludes any news that affects on the face and usually makes

:it happy or sad. The verse says

. " Announce to the hypocrites that they shall have a painful chastisement " 

****

p: 194

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2258 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَینِمؤْمُْلا نِودُ  نِْم  ءَایِلوْاَ  نَیرِفاکْلا  نَوذُخَِّتیَ  نَیذَّلا  - 139

اعًیمجَ هِّلِل  هََّزعِْلا  َّناِفَ  هََّزعِْلا  مُهُدَْنعِ  نَوغُتَْبیَاَ 

Hypocrites are) those who take the disbelievers for (their) friends instead of the . " ) 139
 ? believers do they seek glory in them

. " Then, verily, all glory belongs to Allah

Commentary: verse 139

:In this holy verse, the hypocrites are characterized as follows

Hypocrites are) those who take the disbelievers for (their) friends instead of the " )
 ..." believers

Then the Qur'ān inquires what their purpose is from this choice. Do they realy want to

obtain a credit and honour for themselves by making friends with them? They should

know that honour and glory totally belongs to Allah, because glory always originates

 '. from ` knowledge ' and ` power

Therefore, those whose knowledge and power is little are not in a position that they

.can be the origin of glory

. " do they seek glory in them ? Then, verily, all glory belongs to Allah "...

This verse warns all the Muslims not to seek for the disbelievers' glory in all aspects of

life, irrespective of: economical glory, cultural glory, political glory, and the like of

them, in making friends with the enemies of Islam. Whenever their interest requires,
they immediately leave out their own most intimate allies and refer to their own

affairs, so that as if they have never been acquainted with each other. The present

.era is a clear witness to this fact

So, in the foreign policy, we must not seek our glory in attachment with pagans.) We)
recite in Munājāt-Sha`bāniyyah: " O' Lord! my abundance and my deficiency is in Your
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 ". hand, not in the hand of other than You

****
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هِّللا تِایا  مُْتْعمِسَ  اذَِا  نْاَ  بِاتکِْلا  یِف  مْکُْیلَعَ  لََّزَن  دْقَوَ  - 140

مْهُعَمَ اودُعُْقتَ  لافَ  اهِب  أُزَهْتَسُْیوَ  اهِب  رُفَکُْی 

مْهُُلْثِم اذًِا  مْکَُّنِا  هرِْیغَ  ثٍیدحَ  یف  اوضُوخُیَ  یَّتحَ 

اعًیمجَ مََّنهَجَ  یف  نَیرِفاکْلاوَ  نَیقِفانمُْلا  عُِماج  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And He has already revealed to you in the Book that when you hear the . " 140
revelations of Allah being disbelieved and made mock of, do not sit with them until

,they engage in some other discourse

.otherwise you would be like them

. " Verily Allah will gather the hypocrites and the disbelievers all together in Hell

Commentary: verse 140

Point

Sura Al-'An` ām, No. 6, verse 68 contains a similar meaning to that of this holy verse. It

:addresses the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and says

And when you see those who enter into false discourses about Our Signs, withdraw " 
... " from them until they enter into a discourse other than that

In that verse, the addressee is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), while in the above-mentioned

.verse, the Qur'ān addresses people in general

:Explanations

A person should not usually be inattentive when confronting the false discourses of . 1
.( others, (since, being silent or inattentive where a sin is being committed, is sinful

 ... " do not sit with them until they engage in some other discourse " ... 

.You may either alter the evil environment, or come out of it . " 2
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 ..." do not sit with them " ... 

It is not enough to abandon committing sin only, but we should cause the . 3
performance of sin to be stopped totally. Mere being straight is not enough; the

.perversion of others should be hindered of, too
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It is not allowed to be silent in front of sin under the pretext of freedom of speech, . 4
.negligence, good morals, easy circumstances, courtesy, civility; shame, and so on

.The person who is content with the sin of others, has a share of that sin . 5

 ... " otherwise you would be like them " ... 

.To be silent in front of the idle talks of the infidels, is a kind of hypocrisy . 6

.Companionships of this world result the companionship of the next world . 7

. " Verily Allah will gather the hypocrites and the disbelievers all together in Hell "... 

****
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هِّللا نَِم  حٌْتفَ  مْکَُل  نَاک  نْاِفَ  مْکُِب  نَوصَُّبرَتَیَ  نَیذَّلا  - 141

بٌیصَن نَیرِفاکْلِل  نَاک  نِْاوَ  مْکُعَمَ  نْکَُن  مَْلاَ  اوُلاق 

نَینِمؤْمُْلا نَِم  مکُْعنَمَْنوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  ذْوِحْتَسَْن  مَْلاَ  اوُلاق 

هِمَایقِْلا مَوْیَ  مْکُنَْیَب  مُکُحْیَ  هُّللافَ 

لاًیبسَ نَینِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  نَیرِفاکْلِل  هُّللا  لَعَجْیَ  نَْلوَ 

;The hypocrites are) those who wait and watch about you . " ) 141

:then if there be a victory for you from Allah, they say

(: Were we not with you ? ' But if the disbelievers get a share, they tell (them ` 

 ? ' Did we not help you win, and held off the believers from you ` 

,Therefore, Allah shall judge between you on the Day of Judgement

and Allah will by no means give the disbelievers a way (of success) against the

. " believers

Commentary: verse 141

:The Qualities of Hypocrites

This verse and some verses after that point to some other qualities of the hypocrites

and their incoherent thoughts. The verse describes the hypocrites as those who

always want to make profit from any incident. If you gain the victory, they quickly

show themselves in the row of the believers and say whether they were not with you,
and their worthy aids were not helpful in your victory. Therefore, they claim to have a

:share in its all spiritual and material incomes. The verse says

The hypocrites are) those who wait and watch about you; then if there be a victory " )
:for you from Allah, they say
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 ? ..." Were we not with you ` 

But, if the enemies of Islam obtain a part of this victory, the hypocrites immediately

approach them and express their consent to them about that victory. They say that it
was they who encouraged them to combat with Muslims without showing any sign of

:resignation, therefore they have a share in that victory. The verse says
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But if the "... 

disbelievers get a share, they tell (them): ` Did we not help you win, and held off the

 ? '..." believers from you

Thus, this group of hypocrites, by their own particular misusing opportunities,
sometimes come toward the believers and sometimes approach the disbelievers, and

.spend their lives double-dealingly

Yet, the Qur'ān manifests their fate with stating a short phrase. It implies that finally

there will come a day that the curtains will be removed, the masks will be taken off

:and their real ugly faces will be seen. Yet, it is true when it says

, ... " Therefore, Allah shall judge between you on the Day of Judgement " ... 

And, in order that the true believers should not be afraid of them, at the end of the

:verse it adds

and Allah will by no means give the disbelievers a way (of success) against the "...
. " believers

This part of the verse means that the disbelievers not only from the point of logic but

also from the point of political, martial, cultural, and economical aspects will not really

.overcome the believers

So, if we see their victory with our own eyes in different fields against Muslims, it is for

.the reason that many of Muslims are not true believers

They have neither the unity and Islamic brotherhood among them, nor the knowledge

and necessary awareness which Islam has counted necessary for all from birthday

,until the moment of death. Then, when they are like that

.consequently, they have remained like this

****
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Section 21: Fate of the Hypocrites

Point

Deceitfulness of the hypocrites Friendship with the enemies

.Fate of the hypocrites

مْهُعُدِاخ وَهُوَ  هَّللا  نَوعُدِاخُی  نَیقِفانمُْلا  َّنِا  - 142

یلاسکُ اوُماق  هِولَّصلا  یَلِا  اوُماق  اذِاوَ 

هَّللا نَورُکُذْیَلاوَ  سَاّنلا  نَؤُارُی 

لاًیلقَ لاِّا 

.Verily the hypocrites seek to trick Allah, but He is tricking them . " 142

And, when they stand up for prayer they stand up lazily; showing off to the people,
. " and they do not remember Allah save a little

Commentary: verse 142

The purpose of ` the hypocrites seek to trick Allah ', perhaps, is the same expression

of Faith by them and playing with the commandments of Allah. And, as Imam Ridā

(a.s.) says: since Allah gives the retribution of their trick, this divine retribution is called

 '. ` trick

. ..." Verily the hypocrites seek to trick Allah, but He is tricking them " 

However, they are far from Allah and, consequently, they do not enjoy telling Allah

their secrets and praying for their needs. That is why when they stand for prayer they

:are thoroughly full of listlessness and laziness. It says

; ... " And, when they stand up for prayer they stand up lazily " ... 
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The hypocrites, in fact, do not believe in Allah and His magnificent promises. Then, if
they worship or do a righteous deed, it is also for showing off to people, not for the

.sake of Allah

, ... " showing off to people " ... 
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So, if they sometimes recite the name of Allah or remember Him, it is not done

:sincerely and knowingly. Supposing that it is, might be, it is very little. It says

. " and they do not remember Allah save a little " ... 

****
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ءِلاؤُه یلِا  لاوَ  ءِلاؤُه  یلِا  کَِلذ لا  نَْیَب  نَیبذَْبذَُم  - 143

لاًیبسَ هَُل  دَجِتَ  نْلَفَ  هُّللا  لِِلضُْی  نْمَوَ 

The hypocrites are) swaying between this (infidelity and Faith) neither towards . " ) 143
these (believers) nor towards those (infidels); and whoever Allah leaves to go astray,

. " never then shall you find for him a way

Commentary: verse 143

The Arabic word /taabub/ phylologically means: ` to be moved to and fro, as anything

(suspended in the air '. (1

Therefore, the hypocrites do not have a firm thing to rely on, and they sway between

this and that, like a thing which is suspended in the air and moves by the movement of

.a wind. They depend on others, so they wander without having any proper aim

The hypocrites are) swaying between this (infidelity and Faith) neither towards " )
(; ..." these (believers) nor towards those (infidels

Also, they have not tranquility and peace, because they must always change their

.own position to a new one and hurriedly make immediate decisions

And, to conclude, the hypocrites are stray, and have incurred the wrath of Allah. The

:verse continues saying

. " and whoever Allah leaves to go astray, never then shall you find for him a way "... 

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 144

نَینِمؤْمُْلا نِودُ  نِْم  ءَایِلوْاَ  نَیرِفاکْلا  اوذُخَِّتتَلا 

مْکُْیلَعَ هِّلِل  اوُلعَجْتَ  نْاَ  نَودُیرُتاَ 

انًیبُم اًناطْلسُ 

 ! O' you who have Faith . " 144

.Do not take the disbelievers for friends instead of the believers

 ? " Do you desire that you should give Allah a manifest proof against yourselves

Commentary: verse 144

Point

The believers have not the right of accepting the mastership of the disbelievers. But it
is in the case that the hypocrites have a close tie with the disbelievers. The Qur'ān

:introduces the disbelievers as Satans of the hypocrites

(when they are alone with their evil ones, ... " (1 " ... 

:And they are as brethren of the hypocrites

those who have become hypocrites? They say to those of their " ... 

(brethren who disbelieve ... "(2

The senses mentioned in Sura Nisā', No.4, Verse 139 and 141 are also indications to the

.quality of the connection between the hypocrites and the disbelievers

:Explanations

.Tawallā ' (take for friends) and ` Tabarrā ' (dissociate) are parts of the religion . ` 1

Any communication, friendship, and agreement contraction that results to the loss . 2
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.of Muslims, should be avoided of
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In current foreign policy, political and economical ties, choices, appointments and . 3
disposals or any action which ends to the domination of disbelievers over Muslims is

.unlawful (Harām) from the point of Islam, and it is rejected

Any Muslim believer who accepts suffer abjectness, has no proof to give Allah for . 4
.his action

? " Do you desire that you should give Allah a manifest proof against yourselves " ... 

.Accepting the mastership of disbelievers does not adapt to Faith . 5

There is no room in a heart for two opposite affections

! ... " O' you who have Faith " 

****
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رِاّنلا نَِم  لِفَسْلاَْا  كِرَّْدلا  یِف  نَیقِفانمُْلا  َّنِا  - 145

ارًیصَن مْهَُل  دَجِتَ  نَْلوَ 

Verily the hypocrites are in the lowest stage of the Fire, and never you shall find . " 145
. " a helper for them

Commentary: verse 145

There are some unaware Muslims who accept the friendship of the hypocrites. To

:make clear the situation of the hypocrites, the Qur'ān in this verse says

Verily the hypocrites are in the lowest stage of the Fire, and never you shall find a " 
. " helper for them

It is well understood from this verse that hypocrisy is the worst kind of infidelity from

the point of view of Islam, and the hypocrites are the furthest distant people from

Allah. So, it is for this reason that their abode is in the worst place and the lowest

.stage of Hell

****
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اوحُلَصْاَوَ اوُبات  نَیذَّلا  َّلاِا  - 146

هِّلِل مْهُنَید  اوصُلَخْاَوَ  هِّللاِب  اومُصَتَعْاوَ 

نَینِمؤْمُْلا هُّللا  تِؤُْی  فَوْسَوَ  نَینِمؤْمُْلا  عَمَ  کَِئ  - لواُفَ

امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ 

Except those who repent, and amend and hold fast to (the grace of) Allah and . " 146
make their religion pure for Allah. These, then, are with the believers; and Allah will

. " grant the believers a great reward

Commentary: verse 146

.The way of repentance is open to all, even to the worst ones

Repentance can take a person from the position of ` the lowest stage of the Fire ' to `
:the Exalted Heaven '. The Qur'ān says

, ... " Except those who repent " 

:Human beings are free and can change the way, i.e. they can repent

, ... " those who repent " ... 

Repentance is not only an expression of regret, but it is an inclusive improvability. The

:verse continues saying

and amend and hold fast (the grace of) Allah and make their religion pure for Allah " ... 
... "

Those hypocrites who repent should not feel loneliness for the absence of their

.fellow-mindeds, because they find some better colleagues instead of them

; " these, then, are with the believers " ... 

:Eclecticism in creed and thoughts is forbidden
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 ... " and make their religion pure for Allah " ... 

Then, it is to the believers to receive the true repentant ones and consider them as

.themselves

;these, then, are with the believers "... 

. " and Allah will grant the believers a great reward

****
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مُْتْنمَاوَ مُْترْکَشَ  نِْا  مْکُِباذعَِب  هُّللا  لُعَْفیَ  ام  - 147

امًیلعَ ارًکِاش  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

?What can Allah gain by your punishment, if you are grateful and you believe . " 147

. " And Allah is All-Thankful, All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 147

If you believe and do righteous deeds and, in the meantime, you do not abuse the

bounties of Allah, and be grateful for the bounties of Allah, without doubt, there will

.not be any divine punishment upon you

:The verse says

 ... " What can Allah gain by your punishment if you are grateful " 

Then, in order to emphasize this matter, it adds that the Lord is both aware of your

deeds and your thoughts, and is thankful and giver of reward for your righteous

:deeds. It says

. " And Allah is All-Thankful, All-Knowing " ... 

In the above-mentioned verse, the subject of ` thankfulness ' has occurred before

the sense of ` belief '. This precedence is for the fact that as long as a person does not

know the bounties and graces of Allah and does not reach the position of gratitude,
.(. cannot know Him, Himself (s.w.t

.( Be careful)

****

The End of Part Five
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Part Six

Point

مَِلظُ نْمَ  لاِّا  لِوْقَْلا  نَِم  ءِوُّسلاِب  رَهْجَْلا  هُّللا  ُّبحُِی  لا  - 148

امًیلعَ اعًیمسَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

Allah does not love open utterance of evil in speech except by one to whom . " 148
,injustice has been done

. " and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

Rest of section 21

Commentary: verse 148

In this verse and the verse next to it, a part of the ethical instructions of Islam are

pointed out. At first, the verse indicates that Allah does not like that ill-speaking be

performed or the vice and disgraceful actions of people be manifested by the speech

:of others. It says

 ... " Allah does not love open utterance of evil in speech " 

As Allah Himself is the Concealer of Faults, He does not love that individuals betray

.secrets and make manifest the vices of people so that they disgrace them

Then, the Qur'ān refers to some affairs that can be counted as the authority for such

:betraying secrets and ill-speaking. It says

, ... " except by one to whom injustice has been done " ... 

Such persons are right to defend themselves against the cruelty of transgressors.
They can complain of them, criticize them, blame them, and backbite them. They are

also right to continue doing that until they get their right and ward off the

.transgression
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And, as the style of the Qur'ān is, in order that some persons do not misuse this

exception and do not make manifest the vices of people under the pretext that they

:have been transgressed, at the end of the verse, it says

. " And Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing " ... 

****
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ءٍوسُ نْعَ  اوفُْعتَ  وْاَ  هُوفُخُْت  وْاَ  ارًْیخَ  اودُْبُت  نِْا  - 149

ارًیدقَ اوفُعَ  نَاک  هَّللا  َّناِفَ 

If you do good openly or conceal it or pardon (others') evil, then verily Allah is All- . " 149
. " Pardoning, All-Powerful

Commentary: verse 149

Whenever you are in the position of power, and forgiveness has a training effect, do

.forgive; and wherever silence is abasement, and it strengthens injustice, do shout

Therefore, vengeance and retaliation is ` legitimate ', when remital and forgiveness is
:` virtue '. So, it is worthy to pardon when you are powerful. It says

. " then verily Allah is All-Pardoning, All-Powerful " ... 

Imam Amīr-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) says: " When you gain power over your adversary,
." pardon him as gratitude for being able to overpower him

****
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هِلسُرُوَ هِّللاِب  نَورُفُکْیَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 150

هِلسُرُوَ هِّللا  نَْیَب  اوُقرِّفَُی  نْاَ  نَودُیرُیوَ 

نَودُیریوَ ضٍْعبَِب  رُفُکَْنوَ  ضٍْعبَِب  نُِمؤُْن  نَوُلوقُیَوَ 

لاًیبسَ کَِلذ  نَْیَب  اوذُخَِّتیَ  نْاَ 

انًیهُم اًباذعَ  نَیرِفاکْلِل  اندْتَعْاَوَ  اقحَ  نَورُِفاکْلا  مُهُ  کَِئلوُا  - 151

Verily those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers, and desire to make . " 150
division between Allah and His Messengers, and say: ` We believe in some and

; " disbelieve in others ', and seek to choose a way in between

These are, in truth, infidels, and We have prepared for the infidels a disgraceful . " 151
. " chastisement

Commentary: verse 150-151

The Jews and the Christians believed in some prophets and disbelied in some other

ones. This kind of behaviour was because of their foolishly desires and bigotries, and

.also because of some unreasonable insularities

:The verse says

Verily those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers, and desire to make division " 
:between Allah and His Messengers, and say

 ', ..." We believe in some and disbelieve in others ` 

It should also be attended that the process of messengership is the permanent Allah's

way of treatment which are linked together like a chain, and we must believe in this

(process totally.(1

Therefore, Allah and His messengers are in the same row and there is no separation

in between at all. Then, it is forbidden to disbelieve in Allah and the messengers, or to
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.believe in Allah and disbelieve in some Prophets

****

p: 210

Due to Imamate, it is necessary to believe in all Imams wholly. Believing in some 1 - 1
of them and disblieving in the rest, or having a pause, is as disbleief in all Imams
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.Eclecticism and paving a way other than the way of prophets is infidelity

; ..." and seek to choose a way in between " ... 

These are, in truth, infidels, and We have prepared for the infidels a disgraceful " 
. " chastisement

****
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هِلسُرُوَ هِّللاِب  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 152

مْهُرَوجُُا مْهِیتؤُْی  فَوْسَ  کَِئلوُا  مْهُْنِم  دٍحَاَ  نَْیَب  اوُقرِّفَُی  مَْلوَ 

امًیحَّر ارًوفُغَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and make no division . " 152
between any of them, He will grant them their rewards, and Allah is Forgiving,

. " Merciful

Commentary: verse 152

In this verse, the Qur'ān points to the position and the fate of the believers. It implies

that those who believed in Allah and all His prophets and did not make any separation

between them, have proved their own submission and sincerity unto the Truth and

also proved to struggle against any bigotry. As for these Allah will bestow their

:rewards soon. The verse says

And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and make no division between " 
, ..." any of them, He will grant them their rewards

And, at the end of the verse, another fact is referred to. It indicates that if this group

of the believers had formerly committed such bigotries, divisions, and some other

.sins, and now have purified their Faith and returned to Allah, He will forgive them

. " and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful " ... 

****
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Section 22: Violation of the Covenant by the Jews

Point

Jews' violating the Covenant Their accusing Jesus and his mother Mary

.The Truth concerning the Crucifixion of Jesus

نْاَ بِاتکِْلا  لُهْاَ  کَُلئَسْیَ  - 153

کَِلذ نِْم  رَبَکْاَ  یسوُم  اوُلاَسَ  دْقَفَ  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  اًباتکِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  لَزِّنَُت 

مْهِمِْل - ظُِب هُقَعِاصّلا  مُهُْتذَخَاَفَ  هًرَهْجَ  هَّللا  اَنرِاَ  اوُلاقفَ 

کَِلذ نْعَ  انوْفَعَفَ  ِیبَْلا  تُانّ مُهُْتءَاجَ  ام  دِْعَب  نِْم  لَجْعِْلا  اوذُخََّتا  َّمُث 

انًیبُم اًناطْلسُ  یسوُم  انْیتَاوَ 

The People of the Book will ask you to bring down for them a Book from heaven; . " 153
,and indeed they asked Moses for greater than that

 '. for they said: ` Show us Allah vividly

.So the lightning seized them on account of their injustice

;Then they took the Calf (for a god) after the clear signs had come to them

;yet We pardoned that

. " and We gave Moses a clear authority

Commentary: verse 153

The demand of the Jews from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) was that the Qur'ān, like

the Turah, should be sent down together, too. But, that demand was nothing save a
mere pretext. In Sura Al-'An`ām, concerning the matter, Allah says: " And if We had

sent to you a writing on a paper, then they had touched it with their hands, certainly
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those who disbelieve would have said : ` This is nothing but clear enchantment '. "(1)
The

p: 213

Sura, Al-An'am, No. 6, verse 7 1 - 1
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:Qur'ān, in the above verse, says

; ..." The People of the Book will ask you to bring down for them a Book from heaven " 

The Children of Israel were not seeking for the Truth, otherwise, why did they

 ? become the worshippers of the Calf after they had got those abundant miracles

; ... " Then they took the Calf (for a god) after the clear signs had come to them " ... 

Therefore, the continuation of this very verse, in order to console the Prophet, tells

him (p.b.u.h.) not to be worried about the disbelievers when they do not believe, since

.there had also been some obstinate persons against all former prophets

:and indeed they asked Moses for greater than that, for they said "...

 '. ..." Show us Allah vividly ` 

When we become acquainted with the difficulties that other people are involed in, it
.can sometimes be a remedy over our own pains

However, it should be noted that rejection of the Truth and aberration in thought

.brings forth the Wrath of Allah even in this very world

. ..." So the lightning seized them on account of their injustice "... 

.Yet, the prophets had always been supported by Allah

. " and We gave Moses a clear authority "...

****
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مْهِِقاثیمِب رَوُّطلا  مُهُقَوْفَ  انْعفَرَوَ  - 154

تِْبَّسلا یِف  اودُْعتَ  مْهَُل لا  انْلُقوَ  ادًَّجسُ  بَابْلا  ْاوُلخُدْا  مُهَُل  انْلُقوَ 

اظًیلغَ اقًاثیم  مهُْنِم  انذْخَاَوَ 

And We raised the (Sinai) Mount above them at (the taking of) their covenant . " 154
 ', and We said to them: ` Enter the door prostrating

! ' and We said to them: ` Do not transgress the Sabbath

." and We took from them a firm covenant

Commentary: verse 154

The verse implies that the Children of Israel, the Jews, did not awaken from the sleep

of negligence and did not come down from the mount of pride and obstinacy. It was

for that reason that Allah raised the Sinai Mount above them, and in the meanwhile,
.He took covenant from them

And We raised the (Sinai) Mount above them at (the taking of) their covenant " 

The holy verse implies that Allah (s.w.t.) told them to enter the door of Jerusalem in
the state of prostration and humility as a sign of repentance from their sins. Allah also

decreed emphatically for them not to work on Saturday and not to transgress, (and

not to use the sea-fish that the hunting of which was prohibited for them). Allah (s.w.t.)
took serious covenant for all of these things from them. But they fulfilled none of

.those confirmed promises

 ', and We said to them: ` Enter the door prostrating "...

!and We said to them: ` Do not transgress the Sabbath

." and We took from them a firm covenant ' 

****
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مْهُقَاثیم مهِضِْقَن  امِبفَ  - 155

مْهِِلوْقَوَ قٍّحَ  رِْیغَِب  ءَایِبنلاَْا  مُهِِلْتقَوَ  هِّللا  تِایاِب  مهِرِْفکُوَ 

مْهِرِْفکُِب اهْیلَعَ  هُّللا  عَبَطَ  لَْب  فٌْلغُ  انُبوُلُق 

لاًیلقَ لاِّا  نَوُنِمؤُْی  لافَ 

So, for their breaking their covenant and their disbelief in the Signs of Allah and . " 155
their slaying the prophets wrongfully and their saying: ` Our hearts are covered ', nay!

,but Allah sealed them for their disbelief

. " so they do not believe save a few

Commentary: verse 155

In this verse, the Qur'ān points to some other parts of the wrong doings of the

Children of Israel, and also those committing offenses and hostilities that the Jews

.performed against the prophets of Allah

At first, it refers to the breach of promise and disbelief of a group of them, by whom

:the slaughter of many prophets occurred. It says

 ... " So, for their breaking their covenant " 

Following to this breach of promise, they rejected the Signs of Allah and paved the

.way of opposition

 ... " and their disbelief in the Signs of Allah " ... 

They did not suffice only to this wrong-doing, but also they set their hands to another

great crime. They killed the leaders and the guides of the way of Truth, viz. the

.prophets. They slew the prophets without having any reason for their action

 ... " and their slaying the prophets wrongfully " ... 
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They were so insolent in committing offenses that they mocked the statements of the

prophets and they used to explicitly say to them that their hearts were locked so that

.they hindered them to hear and accept the invitation of the prophets

 '; ... " and their saying ` Our hearts are covered " ... 

Here, the Qur'ān adds a sense that their hearts are sealed totally and
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no truth penetrates into them, but the reason of that situation is their own infidelity

and disbelief. That is why they do not believe in truth, except a small group of them

:who avoid these kinds of obstinacies and that they pave the path of truth. It says

,nay! but Allah sealed them for their disbelief "... 

. " so they do not believe save a few

****
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امًیظعَ اًناتهُْب  مَیَرْمَ  یلعَ  مْهِِلوْقَوَ  مْهِرِْفکُِبوَ  - 156

And because of their disbelief and their speaking against Mary a grievous . " 156
. " calumny

Commentary: verse 156

The question of calumny against Mary is also referred to in Sura Maryam No.19, verse

.27

The calumny of fornication unto Mary was not only a sin but it was also a calumny of

bastardy to Jesus (a.s.) and his incompetency for guidance and leadership. This very

.(. sin was the reason of their disbelief unto Jesus (a.s

Therefore, calumny is counted in the same row with infidelity, and, consequently, a

.grievous calumny deserves a grievous chastisement

. " And because of their disbelief and their speaking against Mary a grievous calumny " 

However, in an immoral society, there may sometimes happen that the most

.disgraceful calumnies be attributed to the most immaculate persons

****
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هِّللا لَوسُرَ  مَیَرْمَ  نَْبا  یسَیع  حَیسمَْلا  انَْلتَقَ  اّنِا  مْهِِلوْقَوَ  - 157

مْهَُل ِبشُ  هَّ نْکِلوَ  هُوُبلَصَ  اموَ  هُوُلتَقَ  اموَ 

هُْنِم کٍّشَ  یفَل  هِیف  اوفُلَتَخْا  نَیذَّلا  َّنِاوَ 

نَِّّظلا ِتا  عَابّ َّلاِا  مٍْلعِ  نِْم  هِب  مْهَُل  ام 

اًنیقیَ هُوُلتَقَ  اموَ 

امًیکحَ ازًیزعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ  هِْیَلِا  هُّللا  هُعَفَرَ  لَْب  - 158

(: And because of their saying (in boast . " 157

; ' Verily we slew Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, Allah's Messenger ` 

but they did not slay him nor did they crucify him, but it appeared to them (a likeness

(; of that

and indeed those who differ therein are only in doubt about it, they have no

knowledge respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and, certainly, they did not slay

." him

. " But Allah took him up unto Himself; and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise . " 158

Commentary: verse 157-158

They (the Children of Israel) were even proud of slaying Jesus, and they said that they

:themselves slew Jesus, son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah. The verse says

And because of their saying (in boast): ` Verily we slew Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, " 
; '..." Allah's Messenger

Perhaps, the sense of ` Allah's Messenger ' that they said about Jesus (a.s.) was said

mockingly in order to scorn him, while they were not true in their claim. The verse

:continues saying
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but they did not slay him nor did they crucify him, but it appeared to them (a "... 
(; ..." likeness of that

:Then, the Qur'ān, as an emphasis on the matter, says
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. " and, certainly, they did not slay him " ... 

:Then, the Qur'ān, as a separate verse, continues saying

 ... " But Allah took him up unto Himself " 

The reason that the Qur'ān has emphasized particularly on the subject that Jesus

(a.s.) has not been crucified, is for the purpose of perfectly nullifying the superstitious

belief of ransom and making ummah (community) free from sin by payment, so that

the Christians find rescue in the pledge of their own good deeds not in seeking refuge

.to the Cross

We are absolutely certain that both the birth and departure of Jesus from this world

.occurred abnormally. He (a.s.) was taken up to be a provision for future

. " and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise "... 

****
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هِتوْمَ لَْبقَ  هِب  َّننَِمؤُْیَل  لاِّا  بِاتکِْلا  لِهْاَ  نِْم  نِْاوَ  - 159

ادًیهشَ مْهِْیلَعَ  نُوکُیَ  هِمَایقِْلا  مَوْیَوَ 

And there is not anyone of the People of the Book but surely believes in him . " 159
(Jesus) before his death, and on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness over

.them

Commentary: verse 159

There are two probabilities in commenting on this verse, each of which is considerable

.for some views

:The verse says - 1

And there is not anyone of the People of the Book but surely believes in him (Jesus) " 
, ..." before his death

The above-mentioned time is when a person is going to die and his connection with

the world becomes weak while it becomes more serious with the world after death.
The curtains will be removed from before his eyes and he will see many things of the

reality. It is at this time that his inward eye of seeing the truth will see Jesus (a.s.) and

he will surrender before him (a.s.). Those who denied him will believe in him, and those

who considered him God, will recognize their error. But it is too late and this belief is of

no vail for them. Then, it is better for them to believe just now, when belief is useful

.for them

The purpose of the verse is that all the People of the Book will believe in Jesus (a.s.) - 2
before death. The Jews will accept him for his messengership, and the Christians will

leave out the godship of Jesus. This circumstance will happen, according to the

Islamic literature, when Jesus (a.s.) comes down from heaven at the time of the

reappearance of Hadrat Mahdī (may Allah hasten his glad advent) and establishes

prayer at the back of him. The Jews and Christians will see him and will believe both in
him (a.s.) and Imam Mahdī (May Allah hasten his glad advent). So, it is clear that, at
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this time, Jesus, whose religion relates to the former times, has to follow the present

(. creed, i.e. Islam, the excecutor of which is Mahdī (May Allah hasten his glad advent
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Basing on the recorded Islamic traditions, at the time of Mahdī's rightful government,
the security will be so much so that wolf and sheep, lion and cow, and other savage

animals will graze in the same pasture. The security of life, wealth and honour will be

.found in the world thoroughly

There will be no cruelty and transgression anywhere, and justice will cover the whole

.world of existence

:However, at the end of the verse, it says

." and on the Day of Resurrection, he will be a witness over them "... 

The objective meaning of the `witness of Jesus against them ' is that he (a.s.) will bear

witness that he has preached the messengership but he has never invited them to his

own divinity and godship. On the contrary, he has invited them to the Divinity of

(Allah.(1

****
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مْهِْیلَعَ انْمَّرحَ  اودُاه  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  مٍْل  - ظُِبفَ - 160

ارًیثکَ هِّللا  لِیبسَ  نعَ  مْهِدِّصَِبوَ  مْهَُل  تَّْلحُِا  ِیطَ  تٍابّ

And for the injustice from those of the Jews We did forbid them those good . " 160
things which had been made lawful for them (before), and for their much hindering

." (people) from the path of Allah

Commentary: verse 160

Point

Perhaps, the objective meaning of the good things that became forbidden for them is
the same things which are mentioned in Sura Al-'An`ām, No. 5, verse 146. It says: "

And to those who were Jews We made unlawful every animal having claws, and of

oxen and sheep ..." This very prohibition is also found in the present Turah. (Leviticus,
(Chapter 11

:Explanations

.Injustice is the preparation for deprivation from bounties

Sometimes, some economical deprivations and material straitened circumstances are

.signs for the wrath and retribution of Allah

And for the injustice from those of the Jews We did forbid them those good things " 
(, ..." which had been made lawful for them (before

Hindering people from the path of Allah, in any form it may be, (including: distortion,
.concealment, innovation, corruption, and deviation), is the cause of deprivation

." and for their much hindering (people) from the path of Allah "... 

In fact, the main punishments will be given in Hereafter, yet the worldly retributions

are for awareness. They are as penalty for the evil doers and as trial for the good

.doers
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سِاّنلا لَوْماَ  مْهِِلکْاَوَ  هُْنعَ  اوهُُن  دْقَوَ  اوبرِّلا  مُهِذِخْاَوَ  - 161

مْهُْنِم نَیرِفاکْلِل  اندْتَعْاَوَ  لِطِابْلاِب 

امًیلاَ اًباذعَ 

,And (for) their taking usury when indeed they were forbidden from it . " 161

,and (for) their devouring the property of people unrightfully

." and We prepared for the disbelievers from among them a painful chastisement

Commentary: verse 161

The prohibition of usury is also mentioned in the present Turah (Deuteronomy,
(: Chapter 23, No 19 20

Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother; usury of money, usury of victuals, . 19
:usury of anything that is lent upon usury

Unto a stranger thou mayest lend upon usury; but unto thy brother thou shalt not . 20
lend upon usury: that the Lord thy God may bless thee in all that thou settest thine

.hand to in the land whither thou goest to possess it

Usury seems to be the source of profit and the factor of happiness, but it is the cause

.of deprivations and punishments

All heavenly religions are sensitive, and have words, due to the material and financial

.connections between human-beings and also due to their gains and expenditures

As long as injustice, usury, and living on unlawful money have not set a person in the

course of infidelity, it is easy for him to return to the right path, otherwise the sins may

.become the cause of infidelity, and infidels are involved in punishment

And (for) their taking usury when indeed they were forbidden from it, and (for) their " 
devouring the property of people unrightfully, and We prepared for the disbelievers
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." from among them a painful chastisement
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نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ مْهُْنِم  مِْلعِْلا  یِف  نَوخُسِارّلا  نِکِل  - 162

کَِلْبقَ نِْم  لَزِْنُا  اموَ  کَْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  امِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی 

رِخِلاْا مِوْیَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ  هَوکَزّلا  نَوُتؤْمُْلاوَ  هَولَّصلا  نَیمیقمُْلاوَ 

امًیظعَ ارًجْاَ  مْهِیتؤُْنسَ  کَِئلوُْا 

But those firmly rooted in knowledge among them and the believers believe in . " 162
what has been revealed to you and what has been revealed (to the messengers)
before you, and the establishers of prayer and the givers of poor-rate, and the

.believers in Allah and the Last Day

." Upon these We shall give a great reward

Commentary: verse 162

In this verse, a great fact is referred to, on which the Holy Qur'ān has repeatedly

emphasized. This fact is that the reproach and reprimanding of the Qur'ān upon the

Jews has never had an aspect of racial or tribal combat. Islam reproaches no race as

a `race', but it blames and reprimands the filthy and deluded persons. That is why this

verse separates the believers and virtuous ones from among the Jews as an

exception and admires them when it gives them the glad tidings of a great reward.
:The Qur'ān says

But those firmly rooted in knowledge among them and the believers believe in what " 
has been revealed to you and what has been revealed (to the messengers) before

you, and the establishers of prayer and the givers of poor-rate, and the believers in
." Allah and the Last Day. Upon these We shall give a great reward

The proof for this meaning is the fact that at the time of the advent of the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.), when some of the prominent people of the Jews saw the reasons of

his rightfulness, embraced Islam and defended it heartily. These persons were

.respected by the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and other Muslim members
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Section 23: The Qur'ān testified in the previous Scriptures

Point

Heavenly Books were revealed to the previous messengers

The disbelievers The truth about the personality of Jesus

حٍوُن یلِا  انْیحَوْاَ  امکَ  کَْیَلِا  انْیحَوْاَ  اّنِا  - 163

لَیعمسِْاوَ مَیهرْبِا  یلِا  انْیحَوْاَوَ  هدِْعَب  نِْم  نَیّیِبَّنلاوَ 

یسیعوَ طِابسْلاَْاوَ  بَوقُْعیَوَ  قَحسِْاوَ 

ارًوُبزَ دَوُاد  انْیتَاوَ  نَمْیلَسُوَ  نَورُهوَ  سَُنوُیوَ  بَوُّیاَوَ 

Verily We revealed to you as We revealed to Noah and the prophets after him, . " 163
and We (also) revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isac and Jacob and the Tribes,
and Jesus and Job and Jonoh and Aaron, and Solomon, and We gave David the

." Psalms

Commentary: verse 163

Point

The names of twenty-five prophets of Allah have been mentioned in the Qur'ān.
Eleven names of these prophets are referred to in the verse under discussion, and the

rest of them are: 'Adam, Andreas, Hūd, Sạ̄lih,̣ Lot, Yūsuf (Joseph), Shu`aib (Jethro),
Thilkafl, Moses, Elyās (Elija), Yasa` (Elisha), Zakaria (Zachariah), Yahỵā (John), and

(. `Uzair (Ezra

Some Islamic recorded traditions denote that whatever had been revealed to the

.former prophets (a.s.) were revealed to Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), too

The Qur'ānic term /'asbāt/ is a title for those prophets who are the children of Ya`qūb

(. (Jacob
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,The word /zabūr/ in philology means ` book ', but, as a technical term

p: 226

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2308 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


it is used for David's Book. Psalms of David can be found in the Books of the Old

Testament. This book contains 150 Chapters, each of which is a Psalm. (p.p. 606 to 681
:of the Holy Bible). Here is the verse

Verily We revealed to you as We revealed to Noah and the prophets after him, and " 
We (also) revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isac and Jacob and the Tribes, and

." Jesus and Job and Jonoh and Aaron, and Solomon, and We gave David the Psalms

Allah sent down revelations to all prophets one after another. But here, in this regard,
before mentioning the names of some other prophets, Allah says: " We revealed to

.you ". This precedence may be for the superiority of the holy Prophet's rank

:Explanations

In the history of man, revelation and Messengership has been an unalterable - 1
.process and rule

In revelation both aim, and style, and the generality of the content, and the origin of - 2
.them, wholly is the same; and that origin is Allah

 ..." Verily We revealed " 

The divine revelations unto the prophets have repeatedly occurred in the history. - 3
Yet, why do the opponents of prophethood not accept the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)

?and do differ between him and other prophets

.Such people are certainly astray

****
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لُْبقَ نِْم  کَْیلَعَ  مْهُانصْصَقَ  دْقَ  لاًسُرُوَ  - 164

امًیلکْتَ یسوُم  هُّللا  مََّلکَوَ  کَْیلَعَ  مْهُصْصُْقَن  مَْل  لاًسُرُوَ 

,And earlier (there were) messengers We have already told you of . " 164

;and messengers We have not told you of

." and Allah spoke directly unto Moses a (peculiar) speech

Commentary: verse 164

Suras Hūd (No. 11) and Al-'Anbiyā (No. 21), comparing other Suras of the Qur'ān, are

more inclusive in stating the stories of the prophets. In regard to learning good

qualities, acquainting oneself with the history of the lives of prophets is so useful for

:men that Allah (s.w.t.) has paid to it, too. It says

, ..." messengers We have already told you of " ... 

The history of prophets, of course, is more abundant than what has been mentioned

in the Qur'ān. Neither the length of the life of a person is enough to listen to the whole

history, nor listening to the whole history is necessary. But listening to it should be as

much as to take example and to take lesson from it. This very thing shows that the

.Qur'ān is a Book of guidance and teaching, not a Book for telling stories

; ..." and messengers We have not told you of "... 

However, the styles of receiving revelations are different, inspiration in heart, or

sending down the angel, or revealing from behind the (curtain), and all prophets had

been the addressee of Allah (s.w.t.), but among them only Moses (a.s.), as his epithet,
 '. was entitled /kalīm-ul-lah/ ` The Interlocutor of Allah

." and Allah spoke directly unto Moses a (peculiar) speech "... 

This title was given to Moses (a.s.) maybe for the reason that it was necessary for him

to communicate repeatedly with Allah in order to struggle and work hard against
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.Pharaoh, or against obstinacy and stubbornness of the Children of Israel

****
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هِّللا یلَعَ  سِاّنلِل  نَوکُیَ  لاّئَِل  نَیرذِْنُموَ  نَیرشِّبَُم  لاًسُرُ  - 165

لِسُُّرلا دَْعَب  هٌَّجحُ 

امًیکحَ ازًیزعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

,We sent) messengers as givers of glad tidings and as warners . " ) 165

so that people might have no argument against Allah after the (invitations of) the

,messengers

." and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 165

This verse expresses the words of prophets' invitation and the method of their effort,
.together with the purpose of the mission of prophets to prophethood

:The method of the work of prophets is based on two pivots

 '. glad tidings ' and ` warning ` 

,We sent) messengers as givers of glad tidings and as warners " )

so that people might have no argument against Allah after the (invitations of) the

." messengers, and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

The philosophy of the mission of prophets is Allah's ` completing the argument ' for

.humankind so that they cannot say that they had not any leader or guide

It is necessary to mention that from the point of personal epithets, background of life,
social, political, genealogical, and physical situation, and also from the point of having

miracles, clear statements, and being aided by hidden helps, prophets should be in a
state that no one be able to object anythings of theirs. And, since ` Allah is the Mighty,
the Wise ', none has any proof against Him, as the Qur'ān states: " Say: ` Then Allah's

(is the conclusive argument;'..." (1
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همِْلعِِب هَُلزَْناَ  کَْیَلِا  لَزَْناَ  امِب  دُهَشْیَ  هُّللا  نِکِل  - 166

ادًیهشَ هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ  نَودُهَشْیَ  هُکَِئلمَْلاوَ 

But Allah bears witness to what He has sent down to you that He has sent it . " 166
;down with His knowledge, and the angels (also) bear witness

." and Allah is sufficient as witness

Commentary: verse 166

This very fact that the high standard of knowledge of the Qur'ān has been delivered

by an illiterate person in an environment full of ignorance and enmity, and that it

changed the state of people from dispersion to unity, from avarice to donation, from

paganism to theism, from ignorance to knowledge, and from descent to spiritual

ascent so that they reached to the condition of formation of ` the Islamic Ummah ', is
an evidence for Allah's grace (s.w.t.) toward the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and for His

.favour to his religion

That is why the best shelter and the source of hope in all prophets has been the

.support and aid of Allah

 ..." But Allah bears witness to what He has sent down to you " 

By the way, the origin of revelation is the infinite knowledge of Allah. So, with the

.advance of science, every day some parts of the Qur'ānic wisdom will be manifested

, ..." that He has sent it down with His knowledge "...

It should be regarded that if there are some obstinate sinful persons in some corners

of the world who seek pretexts, inspite of that, there are all the pure knowledgeable

angels in the world of existence who bear witness alongside the Holiness of Allah. It

:says

." and the angels (also) bear witness; and Allah is sufficient as witness "... 
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اوُّلضَ دْقَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  نْعَ  اوُّدصَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 167

ادًیعَب لاًلاضَ 

مْهَُل رَفِْغیَِل  هُّللا  نِکُیَ  مَْل  اومُلَظَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 168

اقًیرطَ مْهُیَدِهْیَِللاوَ 

ادًَباَ اهیِف  نَیدِلاخ  مََّنهَجَ  قَیرطَ  لاِّا  - 169

ارًیسیَ هِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذ  نَاکوَ 

,Verily, those who disbelieve and hinder (people) from the way of Allah . " 167

(." have gone astray far away (from felicity

,Verily, those who disbelieve and act unjustly . " 168

." it is not for Allah to forgive them, nor will He guide them to a way

Except the way to Hell, to abide therein for ever and that (retribution) is easy for . " 169
." Allah

Commentary: verses 167-169

In the first verse of the above verses, the phrase ` have gone astray far away (from

.felicity) ' denotes to the intensive stray of the disbelievers

.Infidelity is an aberration, and hindering others from Faith is another one

Disbelief is a deviation, while a disbeliever considering oneself rightful, is a deviation

greater than that. Disbelief in a person is injustice to his own self, while hindering

.others from the right path is injustice unto generation, in the history

Verily, those who disbelieve and hinder (people) from the way of Allah, have gone " 
(." astray far away (from felicity
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The objective meaning of the phrase ` act unjustly ', mentioned in verse No. 168, may

.be in the same sense of hindering others to be guided

Which injustice, in comparison, can be higher than the mental, cultural, and creedal

?injustice

,Verily, those who disbelieve and act unjustly " 
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." it is not for Allah to forgive them, nor will He guide them to a way

The most painful chastisement and the most disgraceful senses have been appointed

against those pagans who hinder the message of truth to reach the ears of the truth-
seekers by different kinds of propagations, accusations and intimidations. The lack of

forgiveness, the lack of guidance, to be counted among those who abide in Hell

.forever, and the like of them is the fruit of the indecency of their deeds

Except the way to Hell, to abide therein for ever and that (retribution) is easy for " 
." Allah

****
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مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  قِّحَْلاِب  لُوسَُّرلا  مُکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 170

مْکَُل ارًْیخَ  اوُنِمافَ 

ضِرْلاَْاوَ تِاومَّسلا  یِف  ام  هِّلِل  َّناِفَ  اورُفُکْتَ  نِْاوَ 

امًیکحَ امًیلعَ  هُّللا  نَاکوَ 

O' mankind! the Messenger has come to you with the truth from your Lord; then . " 170
,believe (in him), it is good for you. And if you disbelieve, still

,to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth

." and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 170

The invitation of Islam is an invitation to all humankind throughout the world. The

:verse says

! ..." O' mankind " 

The means of the spread of this invitation, and the weapon of the prophets for the

.aim, has been its rightfulness

; ..." with the truth from your Lord "... 

Before the advent of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the People of the Book, and even the

pagans, were waiting for a prophet to come. When the same prophet came, they

should believe in him and they would know that believing in him is beneficial for the

people themselves. So, they might not hold Islam under obligation for their belief in it,
.but Allah has conferred a favour upon them for that He has guided them

. ..." then believe (in him), it is good for you "...

Neither the disbelief of people incurs a loss to Allah, nor their belief brings a gain for
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.Him

And if you disbelieve, still, to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and the "... 
, ..." earth

Allah knows that the felicity of people lies in following the path of prophets, and His

.Wisdom requires to send prophets

." and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise "... 

****
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اوُلوقُتَ لاوَ  مْکُِنید  یف  اوُلْغتَلا  بِاتکِْلا  لَهْاَ  ای  - 171

َّقحَْلا َّلاِا  هِّللا  یلَعَ 

هِّللا لُوسُرَ  مَیَرْمَ  نُْبا  یسَیع  حُیسمَْلا  امََّنِا 

هِلسُرُوَ هِّللاِب  اوُنِمافَ  هُْنِم  حٌورُوَ  مَیَرْمَ  یلِا  اهبقْلاَ  هُُتمَِلکَوَ 

هٌَثلاَث اوُلوقُتَ  لاوَ 

دٌَلوَ هَُل  نَوکُیَ  نْاَ  هَُناحْبسُ  دٌحِاو  هٌلِا  هُّللا  امََّنِا  مْکَُل  ارًْیخَ  اوهُتَْنِا 

ضِرْلاَْا یِف  اموَ  تِاومَّسلا  یِف  ام  هَُل 

لاًیکوَ هِّللاِب  یفکَوَ 

O' People of the Book! do not exagerate in your religion, and do not say upon . " 171
Allah save the truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah,
and His Word that He cast unto Mary and a Spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and His

;messengers, and do not say (Allah is) a Trinity. Desist! it is good for you

verily Allah is only One God. Far be it from His Glory that there be for Him a son; to

Him belongs whatever is in heavens and whatever is in the earth; and Allah is

." sufficient as a Protector

Commentary: verse 171

Adapting to the contents of the previous verses which were about the People of the

Book and pagans, in this verse the Qur'ān has pointed to one of the most important

deviations of the society of the Christians, i.e. trinity or believing in three foldness (the

father, the son, and the Holy Gost). In a short and reasonable sentence, it tells them

.to avoid this great aberration

:At first, it warns them that

,O' People of the Book! do not exagerate in your religion " 
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. ..." and do not say upon Allah save the truth

The subject of exageration about the religious leaders has been one of the most

important origins of deviation in heavenly religions. For this reason, Islam has treated

'. with a severe strictness against Extremists, `Qalāt

.So, in Islamic jurisprudence, Qalāt have been introduced as the worst infidels

Then the verse hints to some points where each of which is as a reason for the

:nullification of trinity, and divinity of Jesus (a.s.). They are as follows

:Jesus (a.s.) was but a son of Mary - 1

, ..." The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary "... 

This phrase indicates that Jesus, similar to every other human being, was in the womb

of his mother, and passed the foetal course. Like any other members of men, he was

born, sucked milk and grew up in the bosom of his mother. In other words, all the

human qualities existed in him (a.s.). How can such a person, who is object to the laws

of nature and the changes of the world of matter, be a God without beginning and

.without end

Jesus was the messenger of Allah and he was sent by Him. This rank does not fit - 2
:with his divinity

, ..." was only a messenger of Allah "...

Jesus was the ` word ' of Allah that He cast unto Mary. This meaning is for hinting to - 3
the fact that Jesus was a creature of Allah. In the same manner that ` words ' are His

.creatures, all the things of the world of creation are creatures of Allah, too

Jesus is a ` spirit ' that has been created by Allah (s.w.t.). This expression that has - 4
been mentioned in the Qur'ān for the creation of ` Adam ', or, in another sense for the

creation of humankind, points to that spirit which Allah created and set in the selves of

.human beings, in general, and in Jesus and prophets, in particular
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. ..." and a spirit from Him "...

:Next to stating this meaning, the Qur'ān says

So believe in Allah and His messengers, and do not say (Allah is) a Trinity. Desist! it "... 
; ..." is good for you

Here, the Qur'ān emphasizes on the unity of Allah once more and
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:says

. ..." verily Allah is only One God "... 

This phrase means that you believe in oneness of God, and yet in the meantime, you

accept trinity. But if Allah had a child, the child would be like Him, and, in this case,
.oneness of God is meaningless

How can Allah have a child while He is far from being in need of the deficiency of wife

.and child, and from the deficiency of body and of being a body

; ..." Far be it from His Glory that there be for Him a son "... 

Besides that, He is the possessor of what is in the heavens and the earth. They are all

His creatures and He is the Creator of them all. And, Muses (a.s.) is one of these

.creatures

; ..." to Him belongs whatever is in heavens and whatever is in the earth "...

How can an exceptional case be assumed for Him? Can a slave and a creature be both

the child and the creator of his possessor! Allah not only is the Creator and the

Possessor of them but also is a controller, protector,sustainer, and gaurdian of them.
.And, He is sufficient to direct and guard them

." and Allah is sufficient as a protector "...

Basically, how is the Lord in need of a child, the One Who is without beginning and

without end, and Who is in charge of the guardianship of all creatures from beginning

to the end ? Is He like us, the mortals, to demand a child in order to substitude that

?child after His death

****
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Section 24: Messengership of Jesus Law of Inheritance

Point

Jesus only a servant of Allah and His Messenger The manifest proof from Allah and

.the Divine Light The Law of Inheritance further detailed

هِّلِل ادًْبعَ  نَوکُیَ  نْاَ  حُیسمَْلا  فَکِنتَسْیَ  نَْل  - 172

نَوُبَّرقَمُْلا هُکَِئلمَْلا  لاَوَ 

رِْبکْتَسْیَوَ هِتدَابعِ  نْعَ  فْکِْنتَسْیَ  نْمَوَ 

اعًیمجَ هِْیَلِا  مْهُرُشُحْیَسَفَ 

Never would Messiah disdain to be a servant of Allah, nor would the near- . " 172
,stationed angels; and whoever disdains His service, and prides

." He will gather them all soon to Him

Commentary: verse 172

Jesus himself declares that he is the servant of Allah. Why do you know him the Allah's

:child? Be not more royalistic than the king. The holy verse says

, ..." Never would Messiah disdain to be a servant of Allah " 

.The one who is a worshipper cannot he an object of worship

Concerning this matter, Imam Ridā (a.s.) told Jāthliq, the leader of the Christians: " All

the qualities of Jesus were good save that he was not a good worshipper." Jāthliq

became inconvenient and said that Jesus did the best worship. Imam (a.s.) enquired: "
Whom did he worship? " Jāthliq said nothing, since he understood that the purpose of

Imam (a.s.) was to teach that a `worshipper' could not be an `object of worship ', and

 '. ` God
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Near-stationed angels (including ` Rūh-̣ul-Ghudus ', Holy spirit) also
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?do worship Allah, why do you count Holy spirit one of the three gods

; ..." nor would the near-stationed angels "... 

The main cause of leaving worship is usually pride. Then, when the spirit of

.haughtiness comes, it brings forth all kinds of danger at its back

, ..." and whoever disdains His service, and prides "... 

?If Jesus and the nearstationed angels worship Allah, why do we not worship Him

However, the return of all human beings is unto Allah. So, we should be in awe of the

.Hereafter and be not haughty

." He will gather them all soon to Him "...

****
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تِاحِلاصّلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اَّماَفَ  - 173

هِلضْفَ نِْم  مهُدُیزیَوَ  مْهُرَوجُُا  مْهِیّفوَُیفَ 

امًیلاَ اًباذعَ  مْهُُبذِّعَُیفَ  اورُبَکْتَسْاوَ  اوفُکَْنتَسْا  نَیذَّلا  اَّماَوَ 

ارًیصَن لاوَ  ایِلوَ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِْم  مْهَُل  نَودُجِیَلاوَ 

Then, as for those who believe and do righteous deeds, He will pay them their . " 173
,rewards fully and will bestow them more out of His Grace

and as for those who disdain and pride, He will punish them with a painful

,chastisement. And they will not find for themselves

." besides Allah, any guardian or helper

Commentary: verse 173

:The Way to Felicity Is both Faith and Good Deed

Faith stands first and then there comes forth good deed. Yet they are both together.
Deeds without faith and faith without deeds do not cause felicity and Heaven for you.

:The verse says

, ..." Then, as for those who believe and do righteous deeds " 

If you wish to be godly, pay the complete wage to the workers who work for you and

.even with a little more

, ..." He will pay them their rewards fully and will bestow them more out of His Grace "...

Without having true faith and righteous deeds, you must not expect any intercession

.from the prophets

and as for those who disdain and pride, He will punish them with a painful "...
chastisement. And they will not find for themselves, besides Allah, any guardian or
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." helper

****
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مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاجَ  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 174

انًیبُم ارًوُن  مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَوَ 

O' mankind! there has come for you a (firm) proof from your Lord and . " 174

." We have sent down to you a manifest light

Commentary: verse 174

Point

Basing on the Islamic literature, the purpose of the Qur'ānic phrase ` a (firm) proof ',
in this verse, is the Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) , and the purpose of ` a manifest light ' is

(the Qur'ān.(1

The Prophet of Allah, indeed, is the proof of his religion, because such a book and

knowledge has been introduced by an illiterate person that the more the time

progresses and sciences develop, the rightfulness of the religion and the depth of its

.teachings will become more clear

:Explanations

.Islam talks to all peoples, all generations, and all periods. Its message is worldly - 1

! ..." O' mankind " 

.The Qur'ān is a book of reasoning, guidance and light - 2

." and We have sent down to you a manifest light "... 

.Sending light and proof is from among the signs of Allah's Lordship - 3

 ..." there has come for you a (firm) proof from your Lord "... 

****
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At-Tafsir-us-Safi, vol. 1, p. 475 1 - 1
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هِب اومُصَتَعْاوَ  هِّللاِب  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اَّماَفَ  - 175

امًیقتَسُْم اطًارصِ  هِْیَلِا  مْهِیدهْیَوَ  لٍضْفَوَ  هُْنِم  هٍمَحْرَ  یف  مْهُُلخِدُْیسَفَ 

,Then as for those who believe in Allah, and hold fast to Him . " 175

;shortly He will admit them to Mercy from Him and Grace

." and will guide them toward Himself through a straight way

Commentary: verse 175

The objective meaning of the above-mentioned holy phrase: ` and hold fast to Him '
may be holding fast to the godly saints and leaders which works as a barrier against

:dispersion and division. It is cited in ` Jāmi`ah Supplication ' thus

. ..." the person who holds fast to you, he has verily held to Allah "...

It was pointed out in the two previous verses that the means of receiving the grace

and favour of Allah should be faith and good deeds, while, in this verse, the means is
faith and holding fast to Allah. This shows that ` faith and holding fast to Allah ' is the

same as faith and good deeds. These two meanings have frequently been mentioned

.beside each other in the Qur'ān

Then as for those who believe in Allah, and hold fast to Him, shortly He will admit " 
; ..." them to Mercy from Him and Grace

Therefore, the straight way, or the way of guidance, is the way which leads man to

:Allah. It says

." and will guide them toward Himself through a straight way "...

This fact should also be noted that according to the Islamic authentic narrations, the

Qur'ānic phrase ` straight way ' has been rendered into Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.)
(and Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.). (1
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****
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هَِللاکَْلا یِف  مْکُیتْفُی  هُّللا  لُِق  کََنوُتْفتَسْیَ  - 176

كَرَتَ ام  فُصِْن  اهلَفَ  تٌخُْا  هَُلوَ  دٌَلوَ  هَُل  سَْیَل  کَلَهَ  اؤٌرُْما  نِِا 

دٌَلوَ اهَل  نْکُیَ  مَْل  نِْا  اهُثرِیَ  وَهُوَ 

كَرَتَ امِّم  نِاثُلُّثلا  امَهُلَفَ  نِْیتَنَْثا  اتََناک  نْاِفَ 

نِْییَثَْنلاُْا ظِّحَ  لُْثِم  رِکََّذلِلفَ  ءًاسِنوَ  لاًاجرِ  هًوَخِْا  اوُناک  نِْاوَ 

اوُّلضِتَ نْاَ  مْکَُل  هُّللا  ِیبَُی  نُّ

مٌیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُِب  هُّللاوَ 

They ask you for a pronouncement. Say: Allah pronounces to you concerning the . " 176
,Kalālah (paternal, or paternal and maternal

brother and sister). If a man dies and he has no offspring, but he has a sister, for her

;shall be half of what he leaves

;and he shall inherit from her (wholly) if she has no offspring

;but if there be two (sisters), then they shall have two-thirds of what he leaves

and if there be (some) brothers and sisters, then for the male shall be the like of the

.shares of two females

,Allah, makes clear (the laws) to you, lest you should go astray

." and Allah is All-Knowing of all things

Occasion of Revelation: verse 176

It is narrated from Jābir-ibn-`Abdillāh Ansạ̄ry who said that once he was seriously ill.
The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) went to visit him in his house where he (p.b.u.h.) made

ablution and besprinkled Jābir with some drops from the water of his ablution (as a

remedy). Abdillāh, who was thinking of his death, told the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.): " My
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? " heirs are my sisters. How is their heritage

Then, this verse, which is called ` the verse of duties ', was revealed and made the

.standard of their inheritance clear
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Some commentators of the Qur'ān believe that this holy verse is the last verse that

.was revealed to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about the commandments of Islam

Commentary: verse 176

This verse states the amounts of the inheritance of brothers and sisters. As it was

mentioned in the commentary upon the beginning verses of this Sura, verse 12, there

.are two verses in the Qur'ān revealed upon the inheritance of brothers and sisters

One of them is the very verse 12 which speaks about the maternal brothers and

sisters, and the second one is the verse under discussion which is about the parental

:sisters and brothers or about only paternal brothers and sisters. It says

They ask you for a pronouncement. Say: Allah pronounces to you concerning the " 
(. ..." Kalālah (paternal, or paternal and maternal, brother and sister

:Then, the Qur'ān points to a few commandments as follows

:The verse says - 1

If a man dies and he has no offspring, but he has a sister, for her shall be half of "... 
; ..." what he leaves

It continues the statement that: if a woman dies and she has no child but she has - 2
one brother (a parental brother or a mere paternal brother) all his heritage belongs to

:that one brother. It says

; ..." and he shall inherit from her (wholly) if she has no offspring "...

If a person dies and there remains two sisters after his death, they shall have two- - 3
; ..." thirds of what he leaves

; ..." but if there be two (sisters), then they shall have two-thirds of what he leaves "...

If the heirs of the dead are several brothers and sisters (more than two), they - 4
divide the whole inheritance among themselves so that the share of a brother is the
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.like of the shares of two sisters

and if there be (some) brothers and sisters, then for the male shall be the like of "... 
. ..." the shares of two females

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān remarks that Allah states these
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.facts for you so that you should not go astray and pave the path of felicity

Surely the way that Allah shows is a true and correct way), because He is All-Knowing)
:of all things. It says

Allah, makes clear (the laws) to you, lest you should go astray, and Allah is All- "...
." Knowing of all things

However, Sura An-Nisā' has begun with the family discussions, and has ended with

.the family affairs, too

****

'The End of Sura An-Nisā
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Sura Al-Ma'idah (No. 5) The beginning

Introduction to the Sura Al-Mā'idah

(Sura Al-Mā'idah (The Food) No. 5 (120 Verses

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

This Sura has been called Al-Mā'idah (the food), because of the invocation of Jesus

.(a.s.) that he asked for the descent of heavenly food, mentioned in this Sura, verse 114

.The Arabic term /Mā'idah/ originally is used for a tray with food inside

Sura Al-Mā'idah contains 120 verses, and, comparing all Suras of the Qur'ān, the most

frequence of the phrase ` O' you who have Faith! ' has occurred in this Sura. For

example, in Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, this phrase has been repeated eleven times, but

.in this Sura it has been recited 16 times

:The subject matters referred to in this Sura are questions such as

mastership and leadership, rejecting the belief of trinity in Christians, fulfilling the

promise, testifying with justice, prohibition of murder, some commandments upon

.edibles, ablution, dry ablution, social justice, and so on

Since it is the last Sura which was revealed, at the beginning of the Sura it enjoins to

:fulfilling all the promises and pledges by the phrase

 '. fulfil the promises ` 

****
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Section 1: General Discipline

Point

Fulfilment of covenants Obligations relating to Pilgrimage Regulations regarding

food Perfection of the Faith Islam chosen to be the Religion

.Dealings with the non-Muslims

مْیحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

مِاعْنلاَْا هُمَیهَب  مْکَُل  تَّْلحُِا  دِوقُعُْلاِب  اوُفوْاَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 1

مٌرُحُ مُْتناَوَ  دِْیَّصلا  ِلحُِم  یّ رَْیغَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  یلْتُی  ام  لاِّا 

دُیرُی ام  مُکُحْیَ  هَّللا  َّنِا 

(. O' you who have Faith! fulfil the contracts (made by you or people . " 1

The four-footed animals are lawful to you (for food) except those which will be recited

.unto you, pilgrim garb, and while you are in deem not game permitted to be hunted

." Verily, Allah decrees whatever He intends

Commentary: verse 1

Muslims should earnestly fulfil any covenant and every kind of contract that they have

made. These covenants are irrespective of the recorded contracts and the oral

contracts, whether they are political, economical, social, and both with authorative

and weak people, friend or
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.enemy

The Holy Qur'ān enjoins Muslims that the contracts with pagans should be fulfilled,
too. Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 4 says: "... so fulfil their contract ...". According to a
tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.), recorded in Al-Kāfī, vol. 1, p. 162 even the fulfilment of

.agreements with the sinners is necessary

These covenants may be with Allah (s.w.t.) (like vows and promises), or with people

who can be an individual or a group, young or old. The contracts may be with the

countries in neighbourhood, or those of international formation. However, as in the

same manner that breach of promise and iniquity is the secret of deprivations, (1)
.fulfilling the promises is the cause of gains and enjoyments

And it ought to be noted that the heavenly Books are also Allah's covenants to which

should we be loyal and fulfil them entirely. The Old Testament (the Turah), the New

Testament (the Evangel) and the Present Testament (the Qur'ān) all are referred to in
the Islamic literature. In a tradition, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: " Al-Qur'ān is the covenant

(of Allah unto His people...".(2

However, faith is the basis of fulfilling the promises and vows. The holy Prophet

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) said: " There is no religion for the person who does not fulfil his

promise." If the agreements and promises be not kept, the basis of the society and

.common confidence will fail, and, at that line, disorder comes forth

(. ..." O' you who have Faith! fulfil the contracts (made by you or people " 

Then, following the ordinance of fulfilling the promises, which involves the entire

ordinances and divine covenants, the Qur'ān states a number of Islamic ordinances.
:At first, it refers to the meat of some animals that can be lawful. It says

( ..." The four-footed animals are lawful to you (for food "...

:But, in this ordinance, it has excepted the meat of two animals to be lawful. It says

except those which will be recited unto you, and while you are in "...
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The reference is Sura An-Nisa, No. 4, verse 160, and Sura Al-An'am, No. 6, verse 146 1 - 1
Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 16, p. 144; vol. 69, p. 198 2 - 2
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. ..." pilgrim garb, deem not game permitted to be hunted

And Allah is willful to decree whatever ordinance He pleases, since He is Omniscient

and Omnicompetent. This means that He decrees whatever ordinance which is good

.for the servants, and His Wisdom requires it

****
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هِّللا رَِئاعشَ  اوُّلحُِتلا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 2

تَْیبَْلا نَیمّا  لاوَ  دَِئلاقَْلا  لاَوَ  يَدْهَْلا  لاَوَ  مَارحَْلا  رَهَّْشلالاَوَ 

اًن وضْرِوَ  مْهِِّبَّر  نِْم  لاًضْفَ  نَوغُتَْبیَ  مَارحَْلا 

اودُاطصْافَ مُْتْللَحَ  اذِاوَ 

مِارحَْلا دِجِسْمَْلا  نِعَ  مْکُوُّدصَ  نْاَ  مٍوْقَ  نُائنشَ  مْکَُّنمَرِجْیَ  لاوَ 

يوْقَّتلاوَ رِِّبْلا  یلَعَ  اوُنوَاعتَوَ  اودُتَْعتَ  نْاَ 

دُیدشَ هَّللا  َّنِا  هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  نِا  ودْعُْلاوَ  مِْثلاِْا  یلَعَ  اوُنوَاعتَلاوَ 

بِاقعِْلا

,O' you who have Faith! do not profane Allah's Monuments . " 2

nor the sacred month, nor the offering, nor the sacrificial animals with garlands, nor

those going to the Sacred House seeking the grace and pleasure of their Lord. And

when you are free from the pilgrim garb (and acts of Umrah), then (you can) hunt. And

let not hatred of a people (once) hindered you from the sacred Mosque move you to

.commit aggression

And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and

." transgression; and be in awe of Allah (for), verily, Allah is severe in penalty

Commentary: verse 2

:Eight Divine Ordinances in a Verse

In this verse, several Islamic magnificent ordinances, among the latest ordinances

.that were revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), are referred to

All of these ordinances, or most of them, are related to Hajj pilgrimage and visiting the

:Sacred House
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At first it addresses the believers and enjoins them not to violate - 1
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the sanctity of the symbols of Allah and not to consider their prohibition as lawful. It

:says

, ..." O' you who have Faith! do not profane Allah's Monuments " 

Keep the sanctity of the sacred months and refrain from fighting in these sacred - 2
.months

, ..." nor the sacred month "...

Do not consider lawful the offering and the sacrificial animals which you bring for - 3
Hajj, whether they are with garlands or without garlands, and let them reach the

.place of sacrifice and then they can be sacrificed there

All the pilgrims to the Sacred House should be enjoyed a complete freedom in the - 4
rites of this Islamic great duty. In this work, there is not any privilege between

.nations, individuals, races, and languages

Therefore, you must not bring into trouble those who set out for visiting the Sacred

House and seeking the grace and pleasure of Allah, or even for obtaining some

comercial gains, whether they are friends or enemies of yours. When they are simply

.Muslims and are called as pilgrims of the Sacred House, they are in immunity

The prohibition of hunting, in Hajj performances, is limited to the time of wearing - 5
pilgrim garment. Thus, when you come out of pilgrim garment while performing the

.rites of Hajj or Umrah, hunting is allowed for you

And when you are free from the pilgrim garb (and acts of Umrah), then (you can) "... 
. ..." hunt

If in the course of Hudaybiyyah pagans hindered you from going into the Sacred - 6
House and did not allow you to perform the concerning sacred rites of the Pilgrimage,
this happening should not cause you to renew the old hostilites after they becoming

.Muslims, and hinder them from going into the Sacred House

And let not hatred of a people (once) hindered you from the sacred Mosque move "... 
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. ..." you to commit aggression

A general law can be extracted from this statement. This law is that never should

.Muslims be malicious and revenge the incidents that happened in old times

Then, in order to complete the former discussion, the holy verse
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:continues saying

And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin and "...
; ..." transgression

:The Arabic term /birr/ has a vast meaning, including: having faith in

Allah, Resurrection, prophets, heavenly Books, and angels. The word also means:
helping the deprive in the society, fulfilling the contracts properly, being patient in

affairs, and helping in righteousness. For example, if the act of studying and learning

is a work of righteousness, its facilities, such as: building schools, libraries,
laboratories, providing books, vehicles, training teachers, encouraging both teachers

and students, etc, all are the examples of ` helping in righteousness '. There are many

traditions in Islamic literature in which we have been instructed to helping in

goodness and assisting the oppressed and the deprived, and we have also been

prohibited from assisting the oppressors. Here, we mention only a few of them as a
:blessing

Helping a Muslim believer, in comparison, is better than performing one month

(recommendable fast and spiritual retreat. (Wasā'il-ush- Shī`ah, vol. 11, p. 345

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: " Whoever steps forth for helping others, has the reward equal

(to a striver in the Holy War." (Wasā'il-ush-Shī`ah, vol. 8, p. 586

He (a.s.) also said: " And whoever assists a transgressor, he himself is as a

(transgressor." (Wasā'il-ush-Shī`ah, vol. 11, p. 345

We have also been enjoined even not to help a transgressor in building a mosque.
((Wasā'il-ush-Shī`ah, vol. 12, p. 130

We ought not to sell grapes to the maker of wine, not to give weapon to a tyrant, not

to allow a plotter to act, not to give vehicles to

Taqūts (tyrants) to go to Mecca, not to tell the secrets to the persons with little

.capacity, and not to smile to a sinner
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****
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The Arabic text and the English translation of verse 3

رِیزنخِْلا مُحَْلوَ  مَُّدلاوَ  هُتَْیمَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  تْمَرِّحُ  - 3

هُحَیطَّنلاوَ هُیَدِّرَتَمُْلاوَ  هُذَوُقوْمَْلاوَ  هُقَِنخَْنمُْلاوَ  هِب  هِّللا  رِْیغَِل  َّلهُِا  اموَ 

بِصُُّنلا یلَعَ  حَِبذُ  اموَ  مُْتْیَّکذَ  ام  لاِّا  عُُبَّسلا  لَکَاَ  اموَ 

قُسِْف مْکُِل  مِلازْلاَْاِب ذ  ْاومُسِْقتَسْتَ  نْاَوَ 

مْکُِنید نِم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  سَِئیَ  مَوْیَْلا 

نِوْشَخْاوَ مْهُوْشَخْتَ  لافَ 

یتمَْعِن مْکُْیلَعَ  تُمْمَْتاَوَ  مْکُنَید  مْکَُل  تُْلمَکْاَ  مَوْیَْلا 

انًید مَلاسْلاِْا  مُکَُل  تُیضرَوَ 

مٍْثلاِِ فٍِناجَتَُم  رَْیغَ  هٍصَمَخْمَ  یف  َّرطُضْا  نِمَفَ 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّناِفَ 

,Forbidden to you (for food) are carrion, blood, the flesh of swine . " 3

what has been (slaughtered) in the name of any other than that of Allah, and the

,beast strangled, beaten to death, killed by a fall

,the gored to death by a horn, and that which a wild beast has begun to eat

(. all are unlawful), except what you slaughter (in accordance with the prescribed law)

And (also forbidden is to you) what has been slaughtered before idols, or that you

.divide by the arrows; (all) that is ungodliness

Today those who disbelieve have despaired of your religion, so do not dread them but

.dread Me

Today have I perfected your religion for you, and completed My favour on you, and I
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,have chosen for you Islam as a religion. But, whoever is helplessly forced by hunger

without inclining to sin, (can enjoy the forbidden food), then verily Allah is forgiving,
." Merciful
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Commentary: verse 3

Point

At the beginning of this Sura, there was a statement which pointed out to the meat of

the beast being lawful for eating, except what would be said thereafter. This verse, in
fact, is the explanation upon the same exceptions. Here, there are eleven things

.which have been ordained to be prohibited

:At first, it says

Forbidden to you (for food) are carrion, blood, the flesh of swine, what has been " 
, ..." (slaughtered) in the name of any other than that of Allah, the beast strangled

The meat of this kind of beast is forbidden to be eaten, whether the action is done

spontaneously, or by the beast, or by a person. It had been customary at the Age of

Ignorance that sometimes the animal was put between two sticks or two branches of

a tree, and then it was pressed thereby so much so that it died. After that, the meat of

such animal was consumed by them. It is also forbidden in Islam to eat the meat of

.the animals which are tortured, or beaten to death, or die because of a disease

 ..." beaten to death, killed by a fall, the gored to death by a horn "... 

It is cited in At-Tafsir-ul-Qurtubī that it was a custom among some Arabs that, for the

sake of idols, they would beat a few sorts of animals until they died. They considered

.that action a kind of worship

:The verse also continues saying

(, ..." and that which a wild beast has begun to eat, (all are unlawful "...

Then, following the prohibition of the aforementioned items, the Qur'ān implies: if,
before that those animals die, they can be taken and slaughtered in accordance with

the Islamic laws, and sufficient blood comes out of their bodies, they will be lawful.
:The verse says
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(. ..." except what you slaughter (in accordance with the prescribed law "...

At the Age of Ignorance, some idol worshippers had settled some pieces of stone

.around Ka`bah which had had no special form or shape

They called them /nusụb/ and they sacrificed animals before them and poured some

blood of the sacrificial animal over the idols. The only distinguished difference

between these stones and idols was that idols had a special shape and face, but

,/nusụb/ had not. In the verse under discussion
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Islam has forbidden eating the meat of such animals, and says the animals which are

.slaughtered on the idols or before them are all forbidden for you to eat

, ..." And (also forbidden is to you) what has been slaughtered before idols "...

It is clear, of course, that the prohibition of this kind of meal has a moral and spiritual

.aspect, not a bodily and material one

Another kind of animal which the verse points out as unlawful, are those which are

killed and divided in the form of lottery. The action was in this manner that: ten

persons among themselves laid a bet and bought an animal to kill . Then they put ten

arrow shafts in a bag, on seven of them was written `gainer', while on the rest was

written ` loser '. They took those shafts out of the bag as the manner of lottery one

after another by the name of the ten persons. Those for whose names the seven `
gainers 'came out, had a share of meat without paying anything; but those three

persons, for whose names the three `losers' were given, had to pay one-third of the

price of the animal without having a share of its meat. These arrow shafts were called

/'azlām/. Islam prohibited eating such meat. It was not for the reason that the meat

itself was unlawful, but for the reason that it had a form of gambling and lottery. So, it
:says

; ..." or that you divide by the arrows "... 

It is evident that the prohibition of gambling, and the like of it, is not allocated to the

meat of animals, but when it is done on a thing, it is forbidden, because it is a place

.where all unexpected social harms and superstitions can be assembled

:Then, finally, in order to emphasize more on the prohibition of all these deeds, it says

. ..." all) that is ungodliness "... )

Moderation in the Usage of Meat

From the totality of the above discussions, as well as other Islamic literature, it is
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understood that the style of Islam in consuming kinds of meat, like its other

commandments, is a perfectly moderate style. That is, neither it is like the people of

the Age of Ignorance, who consumed the meat of lizard, carrion, blood, and the like of

them or like many people of
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the West who, today, do not remanciate eating even the meat of crabs and some

worms, nor it is like some Hindus, who believe that eating meat is absolutely

forbidden. Thus, Islam ordains that the meat of those animals which contains pure

nutriment and is not hatred, to be lawful (halāl), and, by giving some conditions for the

.usage of some kinds of meat, has rejected the styles of excess and defect

****

Next to the statement of the above-mentioned ordinances, there are also two

:expressive phrases mentioned in the verse under discussion. At first, it says

Today those who disbelieve have despaired of your religion, so do not dread them "... 
. ..." but dread Me

:Then, it continues saying

Today have I perfected your religion for you, and completed My favour on you, and "... 
. ..." I have chosen for you Islam as a religion

The Day of Qadir-i-Khum

Which day is the day of the perfection of religion? What is the purpose of the word `
?today ' which has been repeated in the couple of above sentences

". The answer to the first question is: " The Day of Qadir-i-Khum

This fact has been cited by Shi`ite commentators in their books, in the case that many

.traditions referred to by the scholars of both great sects of Islam

Sunnites and Shi`ites confirm it, and it completely fits with the contents of the verse.
That day was the day when the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) formally assigned Amir-ul-
Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) as his successor. It was on that day that Islam reached its final

perfection and pagans sank deep inside the waves of their despair. They expected

Islam to be subsistent in person and, by diminishing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the

circumstances would change to the former state, so that Islam could gradually vanish.
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But when they observed that a man was elected as the successor of the Prophet and

people paid allegiance to him who, next to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), was peerless among

Muslims from the point of knowledge, virtue, power, and justice, despair and

hopelessness, due to the future of Islam, surrounded them, and they found that it

.was a fixed and permanent religion

p: 255

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2358 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


An interesting point, which must be paid attention to here, is that the Qur'ān in Sura

:An-Nūr, No. 24, verse 55 says

Allah has promised to those of you who believe and do good that He will most " 
certainly make them rulers in the earth as He made rulers those before them, and

that He will most certainly establish for them their religion which He has chosen for

; ..." them and that He will certainly, after their fear, give them security in exchange

In this verse, Allah says that He will establish for them on the earth the religion which

He has chosen for them. Regarding the fact that Sura An-Nūr has been revealed

before Sura Al-Mā'idah, and noting that the sentence " and chosen for you Islam as a
religion," which has been revealed in the verse under discussion upon the mastership

of Ali (a.s.), we deduce that Islam will be firmly established and grounded on the earth

when it be combined with ` mastership ', because this is the very Islam that Allah has

chosen and has promised those who believe to establish it firmly on the earth. In

other more clear words, Islam will be a world-wide religion in the case that it be not

separated from the subject of love of Ahlul-Bayt /wilāyah/ (the loyalty or allegiance to

(. the Imams

Another matter that can be deduced from the combination of Sura An-Nūr, verse 55
with the verse under discussion is that: in the former verse three promises have been

given to the believers. The first is that they be made rulers in the earth. The second is
security and peace for the worshippers of the Lord; and the third is the establishment

.of a religion that Allah has chosen

Those three promises were actually done on the day of Qadīr-i-Khum (18th Zul-Hijjah)
when the verse: "... Today have I perfected your religion for you ..." was revealed,
because the perfect complete example of a believing person with good deed meant

Ali (a.s.), the one who was assigned as the successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). It was

:then that with the meaning of

Today those who disbelieve have dispaired of your religion ..." Muslims were set in a ` 
relative security and peace; and also with the meaning of `...and chosen for you Islam

(as religion " the chosen religion of the Lord was established among Muslims." (1
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p: 256

Inside the verse of prohibition sorts of forbidden meat of carrion were mentioned 1 - 1
in order that they be protected from the perversion of opponents. Just like a person

who puts his jewels inside other ordinary goods to be protected from bring taken

away
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At the end of the verse, it has returned again to the discussion of the sorts of

:prohibited meat and expresses the ordinance of the case of exigency. It says

But, whoever is helplessly forced by hunger, without inclining to sin, (can enjoy the "... 
." forbidden food), then verily Allah is forgiving, Merciful

:Explanations

The firmness of the religious school depends on a correct leadership. So, with its - 1
.existence, all the infidels became hopeless at that time

If the leader of the day of Qadīr (and wilāyah) exists in the society, Muslims must - 2
.not have any fear

The most important window of the hope of infidels was the departure of the - 3
Muslims' leader (p.b.u.h.). By the assignment of Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) for the

.leadership, that window was closed

.However, the religion without having a leader is not complete

The infidels, without the leader of Qadīr, have many hopes and with that leader - 4
being appointed, they become hopeless. Then all infidels are on one side and `Ali-ibn-

.'Abī-Tālib is on another side

****
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ِیَّطلا تُابّ مُکَُل  َّلحُِا  لُْق  مْهَُل  َّلحُِا  اذام  کََنوُلئَسیَ  - 4

هُّللا مُکُمََّلعَ  امِّم  ِلعَُت  َّنهَُنومُّ ِلکَُم  نَیبّ حِرِاوَجَْلا  نَِم  مُْتمَّْلعَ  اموَ 

هِْیلَعَ هِّللا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْاوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  نَکْسَْماَ  امِّم  اوُلکُفَ 

بِاسحِْلا عُیرسَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ 

.O' Muhammad!) they ask you what has been made lawful for them . " ) 4

;Say: ` Good things have been made lawful for you

,and such hunting creatures as you teach, training them as hounds

and teaching them of what Allah has taught you, then eat what they seize for you and

;mention Allah's Name over it. And be in awe of Allah

." verily Allah is swift in reckoning

Occasion of Revelation: verse 4

There are several occasions of revelation mentioned upon this verse, the most

:appropriate of which is as follows

Two companions of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the names of Zayd-ul-Khayr and

`Uday-ibn-Hātam once went to him (p.b.u.h.) and said that they were among a group

who used to hunt with falcons and hunting-dogs. Those hunting-dogs would take the

animals whose meat were lawful (for eating). Some of the animals would be fetched

alive and killed by them, but some others would be killed by the hunting-dogs, before

they had opportunities to kill them according to the Islamic law. They asked that while

they knew that the meat of carrion was unlawful for them to eat, what their duty was

.to do. Then, the verse was revealed and answered them

Commentary: verse 4

A Lawful Hunting
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Following the commandments stated in the previous couple of verses upon the lawful

and unlawful sorts of meat, another part of that subject is referred to in this verse,
and, as an answer to their question, the Divine
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:revelation says

.O' Muhammad!) they ask you what has been made lawful for them " )

; ..." Say: ` Good things have been made lawful for you

This means that what Islam has ordained as unlawful are among malignant and

impure things. Thus, never the Divine law prohibits a pure animal which has naturally

.been created for the usage and utility of human beings

:Then, the verse refers to the huntings when it says

and such hunting creatures as you teach, training them as hounds, and teaching "...
, ..." them of what Allah has taught you

Therefore, the animals that hunting-dogs bring for you should be killed according to

the law of Islam when they are alive. But, if the hunts die before the dogs can reach

.them, they are lawful (hạlāl), although they are not slaughtered

At the end of the verse, it points to two other circumstances of the conditions of such

:hunt being lawful, saying

..." then eat what they seize for you "...

Thus, if the hunting-dogs have accustomed themselves to eat a portion of their own

hunt and leave another portion, such hunt is not lawful. In fact, such a dog has neither

been trained, nor what it leaves can be as an aspect of the Qur'ānic word /`alaykum/
.(for you), for the dog has hunted the animal for itself

:The second condition is

. ..." and mention Allah's Name over it "...

:Then, in conclusion, in order that all these godly commandments be observed, it says

." And be in awe of Allah; verily Allah is swift in reckoning "... 
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****

p: 259

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2365 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ِیَّطلا تُابّ مُکَُل  َّلحُِا  مَوْیَْلاَ  - 5

مْهَُّل ٌّلحِ  مْکُُماعطَوَ  مْکَُّل  ٌّلحِ  بَاتکِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  مُاعطَوَ 

بَاتکِْلا اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  تُانصَحْمُْلاوَ  تِانِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  تُانصَحْمُْلاوَ 

نَیحِفاسُم رَْیغَ  نَینصِحُْم  َّنهُرَوجُُا  َّنهُومُُتْیتَا  اذِا  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم 

نٍادخْاَ يذخَِّتُم  لاوَ 

هُُلمَعَ طَِبحَ  دْقَفَ  نِامیلاْاِب  رْفُکْیَ  نْمَوَ 

نَیرسِاخْلا نَِم  هِرَخِلاْا  یِف  وَهُوَ 

Today (all) good things have been made lawful for you, and (also) the food of those . " 5
.who have been given the Book is lawful for you, and your food is lawful for them

And (so are) the chaste women from the believers and the chaste women from those

who have been given the Book before you (are lawful for you) when you give them

,their dowries taking them in marriage

.not fornicating, nor taking them for paramours in secret

And whoever denies the faith, his work indeed is vain, and he will be of the losers in
." the Hereafter

Commentary: verse 5

:Consuming Food of the People of the Book and Marrying them

:In this verse, which is the supplementary of the former verses, the Qur'ān says

Today (all) good things have been made lawful for you, and (also) the food of those " 
. ..." who have been given the Book is lawful for you, and your food is lawful for them

The objective meaning of the phrase: "...the food of those who have been given the

.Book..." is something other than the meat of animals slaughtered by them
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It is narrated in a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who, on commenting this verse,
said: " The purpose of ` the food of those who have been given the Book ' is cereals

and fruits, not their slaughtered (animals), since they do not recite the Name of Allah

(." when they slaughter (them

:Marrying with Non-Muslim Women

After referring the lawfulness of the food of the People of the Book, this verse speaks

about the marriage of the immaculate women from among Muslims and the People of

:the Book. It says

And (so are) the chaste women from the believers and the chaste women from "... 
those who have been given the Book before you (are lawful for you) when you give

, ..." them their dowries taking them in marriage

:Then the verse adds the statement

.taking (them) in marriage, not fornicating, nor taking them for paramours in secret "...
..."

In fact, this part of the verse decreases also some restrictions which had existed

before upon the marriage of Muslims with non-Muslims, and, thereby, it authorizes

their marriage with the women of the People of the Book under some conditions.
.More details about this subject should be studied in the Islamic jurisprudent books

This fact should also be said that in this world of today that many of customs of the

Age of Ignorance have been revived in different forms, this sort of thought has also

come into being that: there is no objection for single men or women to take

paramours. It has appeared not only in a hidden form, similar to that manner that

.existed in pre-Islamic era of Ignorance, but also manifestly

The world of today, from the point of sexual libertinism, indeed, has gone beyond

what had existed in the Age of Ignorance. At that time, they considered only taking

paramours in secret permissible, while these recent people know its manifest form
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unobjective, too, so that, with ultimate impudence, they are even proud of it. This

shameful custom, which can be counted a manifest obscene act, is one of the

inauspicious presents which has been brought from West to East and has proved to

be the origin of

p: 261

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2369 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.many misfortunes and crimes

In view of the fact that the above-mentioned facilities upon association with the

People of the Book and marrying their women may be misused by some persons and,
they, knowingly or unknowingly, may be driven towards them, at the end, the verse

:warns the Muslims, saying

And whoever dinies the faith, his work indeed is vain, and he will be of the losers in "... 
." the Hereafter

This statement implies that these facilities, besides bringing some relief into your life,
should work as a cause of influence and development of Islam among foreigners. It

should not cause, of course, that you may be influenced by it and leave your own

.religion. If it happens, your chastisement will be very hard and heavy

****
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Section 2: Special cleanliness for Prayer -Equity enjoined

Point

Prescribed cleanliness for prayer Equity and piety enjoined To fear Allah alone and

.not the enemies

اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 6

قِِفارمَْلا یَلِا  مْکُیَدْیاَوَ  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اوُلسِغْافَ  هِولََّصلا  یَلِا  مُْتمُْق  اذِا 

نِْیبَْعکَْلا یَلِا  مْکُلَجُرْاَوَ  مْکُسِؤرُِب  اوحُسَْماوَ 

اورَُّهَّطافَ ابًُنجُ  مُْتْنکُ  نِْاوَ 

طِِئاغْلا نَِم  مْکُْنِم  دٌحَاَ  ءَاجوْاَ  رٍفَسَ  یلعَ  وْاَ  یضرْمَ  مُتْن   ُ نِْاوَ

ِیطَ ابًّ ادًیعصَ  اومَُّمیَتَفَ  ءًام  اودُجِتَ  مْلَفَ  ِنلا  ءَاسّ مُُتسْمَ  وْاَ ل-

هُْنِم مْکُیدْیاَوَ  مْکُهِوجُوُِب  اوحُسَْمافَ 

مْکُرَهِّطَُیِل دُیرُی  نکِلوَ  جٍرَحَ  نِْم  مکُْیلَعَ  لَعَجْیَِل  هُّللا  دُیرُی  ام 

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُتَمَْعِن  َّمِتُیِلوَ 

O' you who have Faith! when you stand up for prayer, wash your faces, and your . " 6
hands up to the elbows, and wipe a part of your heads and your feet up to the ankles;

,and if you are polluted

,then perform a total ablution; and if you are sick or on a journey

or one of you comes from the privy, or you have touched the women and you can find

no water (for ablution or major ritual ablution), then betake yourselves to clean soil

and wipe a part of your faces and your hands with some of it. Allah does not intend to

put on you any difficulty, but He intends to purify you, and to complete His favour

." upon you in order that you might be thankful
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Commentary: verse 6

In the former verses there were different statements mentioned about ` bodily

purification and some material bounties '. This verse has pointed to the ` soul

purification ' and what causes the purification of the self of Man. Here, a notable

amount of the ordinances upon ablution, major ritual ablution, and dry ablution have

been referred to, which are effective in soul purification. At first, it addresses the

:believing people and states the ordinances of ablution as follows

O' you who have Faith! when you stand up for prayer, wash your faces, and your " 
;hands up to the elbows, and wipe a part of your heads and your feet up to the ankles

..."

Thus, only that part of the hand that has been mentioned in the verse must be

washed. But its manner in the practice of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that has been

conveyed to us by Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), denotes that the elbows must be washed down to

.the fingers

:Then, the verse pays to the ordinance of the major ritual ablution when it says

; ..." and if you are polluted, then perform a total ablution "...

It is clear that the objective meaning of the phrase: ` then perform a total ablution ' is
.to wash the whole body thoroughly

'. The Arabic term /junub/ philologically means ` something goes away

So, a person in a state of ritual impurity is called /junub/ for the reason that the one

must avoid doing actions such as: establishing prayers, staying in a mosque and the

.like of them while the person is in that state

By the way, when the Holy Qur'ān in this verse enjoins the persons in the state of

ritual impurity to perform a major ritual ablution for establishing prayers, it is

.understood that the major ritual ablution substitutes ablution

Then, the verse continues its words referring to the statement of the ordinance of `
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:dry ablution ', for the person who gets up and intends to keep prayers. It says

and if you are sick or on a journey, or one of you comes from the privy, or you have "...
(, touched the women and you can find no water (for ablution or major ritual ablution
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 ..." then betake yourselves to clean soil

:Next to this statement, the style of performing dry ablution is shortly stated. It says

. ..." and wipe a part of your faces and your hands with some of it "...

And, to make it clear that there has been no restriction in the previous

commandments when all of them have been legitimated for the sake of some

:considerable expediences, at the end of the verse, it says

,Allah does not intend to put on you any difficulty "... 

,but He intends to purify you

." and to complete His favour upon you in order that you might be thankful

In deed, the statements mentioned in the above holy verse once more emphasizes on

this fact that all divine commandments and Islamic enjoinments are assigned for the

sake of people and for the protection of their rights. There has been no aim other than

that. By these instructions, Allah intends people provide both spiritual and bodily

.purification for themselves

.However, the final sentence of the holy verse conveys a general law

It denotes that the divine ordinances, in no aspect, are in the form of difficult

.proposals, or onerous duties

****
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مْکُْیلَعَ هِّللا  هَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْاوَ  - 7

هَّللا اوقَُّتاوَ  انْعطَاَوَ  انْعمِسَ  مُْتْلُق  ذِْا  هِب  مْکُقََثاوَ  يذَّلا  هُقَاثیِموَ 

رِودُُّصلا تِاذِب  مٌیلعَ  هَّللا  َّنِا 

And remember Allah's favour on you and His covenant with which He has bound . " 7
 '. you, when you said: ` We heard and we obeyed

,And be in awe of Allah

." surely Allah is aware of what is in the breasts

Commentary: verse 7

Divine Convictions

In this verse, the Qur'ān attracts the attention of the Muslims to the importance of the

:endless bounties of Allah, the most magnificent of which is faith and guidance. It says

 ..." And remember Allah's favour on you " 

What favour is greater than that Muslims obtained all kinds of merits, honours and

effective possibilities owing to Islam? Islam caused a group of people who had been

before dispersed, ignorant, blood-thirsty immoral, and corrupter to change into a

society who became organized, united, and intelligent, with abundant material and

.spiritual privileges and possibilities

Then, the holy verse reminds them the covenant that they have compacted with

:Allah, and says

and His covenant with which He has bound you, when you said: ` We heard and we "...
 '. ..." obeyed

This verse can be a hint to all the genetic and divine covenants, (the covenants that

Allah has bound Man through primordial nature, or those that the holy Prophet
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.(p.b.u.h.) has bound Muslims with in different circumstances

Basing on many Islamic authentic traditions, the objective meaning of ` covenant ',
mentioned in the verse under discussion, is the mastership of Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

(a.s.). It is the covenant that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) took from them in Qadīr-i-Khụm, on

the day of Farewell Pilgrimage, and
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(they accepted it, too. (1

:To emphasize on this meaning, at the end of the verse, the Holy Qur'ān says

." and be in awe of Allah, surely Allah is aware of what is in the breasts "...

It is also narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
stated both the prohibited things and the essentiality of mastership of Ali (a.s.) during

(Farewell Pilgrimage.(2

****

p: 267

At-Tafsīr-ul-Burhān, vol. 1, p. 454 1 - 1
Tafsir-i-Jawami-ul-Jami, vo. 2, p. 44 2 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2377 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_267_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_267_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 8

یلعَ مٍوْقَ  نائنشَ  مْکَُّنمَرِجْیَلاوَ  طِسْقِْلاِب  ءَادهَشُ  هِّلِل  نَیما  َّوقَ  اوُنوکُ 

هَّللا اوقَُّتا  يوَْقَّتلِل وَ  بُرَْقأَ  وَهُ  اوُلدِعِْا  اوُلدِْعتَ  لاّاَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ امِب  رُیبخَ  هَّللا  َّنِا 

O' you who have Faith! be always uprite for Allah, bearers of witness with justice, . " 8
.and let not hatred of a people incite you not to act equitably

;Act equitably, that is nearer to piety, and be in awe of Allah

." verily Allah is well aware of what you do

Commentary: verse 8

:An Earnest Invitation unto Justice

This verse invites to establishment of justice. At first, it addresses the believers and

:says

, ..." O' you who have Faith! be always uprite for Allah, bearers of witness with justice " 

After that, the verse points to one of the factors of deviation from justice, and warns

Muslims as such that tribal hatreds and hostilities, or personal accounts, should not

stand as a barrier in the way of the execution of justice and should not cause

transgression over the rights of others, because justice is something beyond all of

:them. It says

. ..." and let not hatred of a people incite you not to act equitably "...

For the importance of the matter, it emphasizes on the subject of justice once more,
:and says

, ..." Act equitably, that is nearer to piety "...
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And, since justice is the most important element of piety and righteousness, for the

:third time, it adds as an emphasis that

." verily Allah is well aware of what you do "... 

****
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تِاحِلاصّلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  هَّللا  دَعَوَ  - 9

مٌیظعَ رٌجْاَوَ  هٌرَفِْغَّم  مهَُل 

انِتایاِب اوُبَّذکَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 10

مِیحجَْلا بُاحصْاَ  کَِئلوُْا 

Allah has promised those who believe and do good deeds that they will have . " 9
." forgiveness and a great reward

And (as for) those who disbelieve and deny Our Signs (revelations), these are the . " 10
." companions of Hell

Commentary: verses 9-10

Allah's way of treatment is such that, in the Qur'ān, next to the statement of some

particular commandments, in order to emphasize and complete them, He points to

some general laws and principals. So, here, in verse 9, to emphasize on the subject of

:the excecution of justice and rightfully bearing witness, it says

Allah has promised those who believe and do good deeds that they will have " 
." forgiveness and a great reward

In contrast with the above-mentioned group, there are those who reject Allah and

:deny His Signs, i.e. the verses of the Qur'ān. Such people will be in Hell. It says

And (as for) those who disbelieve and deny Our Signs (revelations), these are the " 
." companions of Hell

It is worthy of attention that the phrases: ` forgiveness ' and ` a great reward ' are

referred to in the verse as a promise of Allah (s.w.t.) where it says: " Allah has

promised ...", while the ` retribution of Hell ' has been mentioned as a result of `

 '. deeds

The verse implies that those who have deeds such as so and so, will
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have a fate so and so. In fact, this meaning is a hint to the grace and favour of Allah

(s.w.t.) regarding the rewards in the Hereafter which will never be paralleled with the

.insignificant deeds of the mortals in this world

Also, the chastisements in the coming world have no aspect of vengeance, but they

.are the fruit of the evil deeds of human beings in the present world

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 11

مْهُیَدِْیاَ مْکُْیَلِا  اوطُسُْبیَ  نْاَ  مٌوْقَ  َّمهَ  ذِْا  مْکُْیلَعَ  هَّللا  تَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا 

هَّللا یلَعَوَ  هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  مْکُنعَ  مْهُیَدِْیأَ  َّفکَفَ 

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ 

O' you who have Faith! remember Allah's favour on you when a (hostile) people . " 11
were minded to stretch against you their hands, but He withheld their hands from

." you; and be in awe of Allah, and on Allah let the believers rely

Commentary: verse 11

Point

The opinions are divided on that which happening this verse was revealed for. Yet, it
can be considered for all the instances that Muslims have relied on Allah and have

.victoriously rescued when confronting the evil attempt or attack of the enemy

Still, the remembrance of the bounties of Allah (s.w.t.) is a kind of thanksgiving. It

.takes away pride and negligence from man and increases his love to the Lord

O' you who have Faith! remember Allah's favour on you when a (hostile) people were " 
minded to stretch against you their hands, but He withheld their hands from you; and

." be in awe of Allah, and on Allah let the believers rely

:Explanations

.Repelling the harms of the enemy is among the most important favours of Allah - 1

Absorb the grace of Allah to yourself and repel the harm of the enemy through - 2
piety, Faith and relying on Him. (Similar to the condition that Allah leaves the enemy to

predominate over persons, because of their committing sins, the same is to attentive

.( to Him that causes the harms of enemies to be removed
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Section 3: The Covenants with the Jews and the Christians

Point

The covenants with the Jews The covenants with the Christians

.The actual position of Jesus

مُهُْنِم انَْثعََبوَ  لَیءِارَسْءِإ  یِنَب  قَاثَیِم  هَُّللا  ذَخَأَ  دْقََلوَ  - 12

مْکُعَمَ یِّنءِإ  هَُّللا  لَاقَوَ  ابًیقَِن  رَشَعَ  یْنَْثا 

یِلسُرُِب مُتنمَاءَوَ  هَوکََّزلا  مُُتْیتَاءَوَ  هَولََّصلا  مُُتمْقَأَ  نِْئَل 

انًسَحَ اضًرْقَ  هََّللا  مُُتضْرَْقأَوَ  مْهُومُُترَّْزعَوَ 

مْکُِتائیسَ مْکُنعَ  َّنرَفِّکَأَل 

رُاهَْنلاْا اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٍاَّنجَ  مْکَُّنلَخِدْلاَُوَ 

مْکُنِم کَِل  دَْعَب ذَ  رَفَکَ  نمَفَ 

لِیِبَّسلا ءَاوَسَ  َّلضَ  دْقَفَ 

And certainly Allah made a covenant with the Children of Israel, and We raised . " 12
:among them twelve chiftains, and Allah said

Verily I am with you, if you keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate and believe in My ` 
messengers and assist them and lend Allah a kindly loan, I will most certainly cover

your evil deeds and I will certainly cause you to enter Gardens beneath which rivers

flow; but whoever among you disbelieves after that, has indeed strayed from the

.right path

Commentary: verse 12

Point
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The chiefs of the Israelites were twelve persons. The ministers of Moses (a.s.) and the

.custodians of the tuelve tribes were from among them

,It is narrated from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) who, in a tradition

p: 272

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2386 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


said: " The vicegerents after me are twelve. They are as many as the chiefs of the

Israelites " (1) The attempt of the opponents of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) is in vain when they

try to adapt this figure to Orthodox Caliphs, Umayyid Caliphs, and the Caliphs of

Abbasids, though it adapts to neither of them. There are, of course, many traditions

recorded which denote that the Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) mentioned the names of

these twelve persons. According to his statement recorded in a tradition (2) the first of

them is Ali-ibn-Abītālib and their last one is Hadrat Mahdī (May Allah hasten his

(. auspicious advent

The Arabic phrase: /`azzartumūhum/ is derived from the word /`azzara/ which means:
to assist with honour '. Therefore, the Arabic term /ta`zīr/ refers to a kind of

.assistance to the sinner in abandoning the crime

That is why that Islamic punishments have the function of education rather than

.vengeance

The Qur'ānic phrase /sawā'-us-sabīl/ means the middle way that swerving from which

.is going towards aberration and fall

:Explanations

Allah is with us when we observe some conditions including: prayers, poor-rate, - 1
.belief in Trugh, assisting prophets, and giving charity

.So, if we leave them, the Grace of Allah will be ceased

Prayer, poor-rate, and charity have existed in all the Divine religions. However, - 2
performing obligations alone is not enough, but following the totality of obligatory and

.recommended deeds, without approaching the prohibited things, is effective

Prayer, poor-rate, and charity are meaningful when they are accompanied with - 3
leadership and mastership with the acceptance of mastership of the whole prophets,

.not a part of them
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There is no room for the sinners in Heaven. Purification is first, and then being - 4
.admitted to enter into it

.The only way to the forgiveness of Allah, is Faith and righteous deeds - 5

****
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هًیَسِاق مْهَُبوُلُق  انْلعَجَوَ  مْهُاّنعََل  مْهُقَاثیم  مْهِضِْقَن  امِبفَ  - 13

اظحَ ْاوسَُنوَ  هعِضِا  ومَ  نْعَ  مَِلکَْلا  نَوُفرِّحَُی 

مْهُْنِم لاًیلقَ  لاِّا  مْهُْنِم  هٍنَِئاخ  یلعَ  عُِلَّطتَ  لُازتَ  لاوَ  هِب  ْاورُکِّذُ  امِّم 

نَینسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَّللا  َّنِا  حْفَصْاوَ  مْهُْنعَ  فُعْاف 

So, for their breaking their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts . " 13
hard. They alter the words (of Allah) from their places and they have neglected a part

of what they were admonished with, and you shall always discover treachery in them

save a few of them. Yet forgive them and overlook (their misdeeds); verily Allah loves

." the good-doers

Commentary: verse 13

In the first verse of this Sura, the fulfilment of contracts was referred to. In the

previous verse, the covenant of Allah (s.w.t.) with the Israelites, and the heedlessness

of those people unto the Divine covenant, was pointed out. In the current verse, the

effects of breaching promise are stated. Therefore, this Sura has been entitled ` the

.covenant ' too

However, the contents of the verses, as a whole, also warn about a great breach of

.promise

Breach of promise causes deprivation from Allah's grace. (1) It is also an origin of the

.appearance of hard-heartedness in persons

The Israelites have always been treacherous. They used to pervert the religion of

:Allah, therefore, they encountered with punishment. The verse says

So, for their breaking their covenant, We cursed them and made their hearts hard. " 
They alter the words (of Allah) from their places and they have neglected a part of

what they were admonished with, and you shall always discover treachery in them

save a few of them. Yet forgive them and overlook (their misdeeds); verily Allah loves
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." the good-doers

****
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يراصَن اّنِا  اوُلاق  نَیذَّلا  نَِموَ  - 14

هِب اورُکِّذُ  امِّم  اظحَ  اوسُنَفَ  مْهُقَاثیم  انذْخَاَ 

هِمَایقِْلا مِوْیَ  یلِا  ءَاضْغبَْلاوَ  هَوَادعَْلا  مُهُنَْیَب  انْیرَغْاَفَ 

نَوعُنَصْیَ ْاوُناک  امِب  هُّللا  ِبنَُی  مُهُُئّ فَوْسَوَ 

And of those who say: ` We are Christians ' We did take their covenant, but they . " 14
.(also like Israelites) have neglected a part of what they were admonished with

Therefore We have stirred up among them enmity and hatred till the Day of

." Resurrection; and soon Allah will inform them of what they have been doing

Commentary: verse 14

Point

In the previous verse, the words were about the breach of promise among the

Children of Israel. Now, in this verse, the statement is upon the breach of promise

among the Christians. That verse introduced almost all the Israelites as breachers of

promise, (except a few of them). But, in this verse, from the beginning, it separates a
:part of the Christians as breachers of promise when it says

' ..." of those who say: ` We are Christians " ... 

This shows that the number of the deluded people among the Jews is larger than

.those among the Christians

And of those who say: ` We are Christians ' We did take their covenant, but they " 
.(also like Israelites) have neglected a part of what they were admonished with

Therefore We have stirred up among them enmity and hatred till the Day of

." Resurrection; and soon Allah will inform them of what they have been doing
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:Explanation

The Qur'ānic term /nasạ̄rā/ (Christians), mentioned in this holy verse, is the plural form

of the word /nasṛānī/, and, therein, the Christians are entitled /nasārā/ since the

:helpers and companions of Jesus (a.s.) used to say

(We are helpers (in the cause) of Allah. ..." (1 "...

Therefore, we must take an example by the bitter results emerged from breach of

promise that other people had suffered. The verse indicates that Allah took covenant

from the Christians, but since they neglected it they encountered the infliction of

.Ahẓāb

****
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ارًیثکَ مْکَُل  ِیبَُی  نُّ انُلوسُرَ  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  بِاتکِْلا  لَهْاَای  - 15

رٍیثکَ نْعَ  اوفُْعیَوَ  بِاتکِْلا  نَِم  نَوفُخُْت  مُْتْنکُ  امِّم 

رٌوُن هِّللا  نَِم  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ 

نٌیبُم بٌاتکِ  وَ 

O' People of the Book! Indeed Our Messenger has come to you expounding to you . " 15
much of what you have been hiding of the Book, and overlooking much. Indeed there

." has come to you, from Allah, a Light and a clear Book

Commentary: verse 15

Islam is a world-wide religion which invites the followers of all religions to the Truth

.and to itself

.Islam is the simplest and the most conciliable religion among all religions

Hence, do take care not to be despair of guiding and inviting people towards the

.Truth, and do invite the People of the Book too, though they are breachers of promise

The manifestation of the concealed matters is a sign of knowledge of hidden things,
.( and it is also one of the ways of knowing the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h

O' People of the Book! Indeed Our Messenger has come to you expounding to you " 
. ..." much of what you have been hiding of the Book, and overlooking much

.However, the world of humanity with the absence of the Qur'ān is surely dark

." Indeed there has come to you, from Allah, a Light and a clear Book "...

****
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مِلاَّسلا لَُبسُ  هَُنا  وضْرِ  عَبََّتا  نِمَ  هُّللا  هِِب  يدهْیَ  - 16

یلِا مْهِیدهْیَوَ  هِنذْاِِب  رِوُّنلا  یَلِا  تِامُلُّظلا  نَِم  مْهُجُرِخُْیوَ 

مٍیقتَسُْم طٍارصِ 

,With it Allah guides whoever follows His pleasure into the ways of safety . " 16

and He brings them out of darkness towards the Light by His Will and guides them to a
." right path

Commentary: verse 16

The Arabic term /salām/ (peace) is one of the Names of God (His Attributes). In this

regard, the Holy Qur'ān says: " He is Allah, there is no god save He; the king, the Holy,
the Peace, ..." Paradise has also been called ` Dār-us-Salām ' (the house of peace). So,
guiding towards the ways of peace and safety can be rendered into ` the way of Allah

(s.w.t.) and Paradise '. The person who wants to reach these two, should go via /subul-
 '. as-salām/, ` the ways of safety ', the which is specific to the followers of ` Truth

The concept of /salām/ (peace, safety) includes the peace of individuals and society,
.family members and offsprings, thought and soul, and, even, the peace of honour

Only those people are guidable who try to obtain the pleasure of Allah (s.w.t.). Then,
those who try to gain the ranks and the wealth of this fleeting world, and also follow

.their low desires and do revenge, are not guidable

Certainly, all the ways toward safety and prosperity are found in gaining the pleasure

.of Allah. So, whoever tries to please other than Him, is in aberration

However, all the various secondary ways towards the Truth, lead to the main unity. `
The ways of safety ' end to the Straight Way. Hence, all those who, by performing

different good accomplishments, in variety of
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.conditions, try to gain the pleasure of Allah (s.w.t.), reach to one single proper way

With it Allah guides whoever follows His pleasure into the ways of safety, and He " 
brings them out of darkness towards the Light by His Will and guides them to a right

." path

However, the Qur'ān is the best remedy and it can save its followers from any

darkness the darknesses of dubious things, lusts, superstitions, crimes, agitations,
.and so on

****
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نَیذَّلا رَفَکَ  دْقََل  - 17

مَیَرْمَ نُْبا  حُیسمَْلا  وَهُ  هَّللا  َّنِا  اوُلاق 

مَیَرْمَ نَْبا  حَیسمَْلا  کَِلهُْی  نْاَ  دَا  راَ  نِْا  ائیشَ  هِّللا  نَِم  کُِلمْیَ  نْمَفَ  لُْق 

اعًیمجَ ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  نْمَوَ  هَُّمُاوَ 

ءُاشیَ ام  قُُلخْیَ  امهُنَْیَب  اموَ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  ومَّسلا  کُْلُم  هِّلِلوَ 

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

,Indeed, they have disbelieved who said: ` Verily Allah is the Messiah . " 17

,son of Mary '. Say: ` Who can hold anything against Allah

if He intends to destroy the Messiah, son of Mary, and his mother, and everyone on

?the earth

And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and whatever is

.between them two

." He creates what He pleases; and Allah is All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 17

:Christians have some groundless claims about Allah to which the Qur'ān hints

Trinity (the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost). The Qur'ān says: "... do not say - 1
((Allah is) a Trinity ..."(1

The Lord of creation, one of the three gods (the Father) whom the Qur'ān rejects: - 2
("...who say: " Verily Allah is the third of the three,'..."(2

Saying that God, Jesus and the Ghost are the same, upon which this verse is a - 3
.rejection

The Qur'ānic phrase: "...He creates what He pleases; ...", mentioned in the above
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verse, refers to the creation of Jesus (a.s.) without a father, and
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.the creation of Adam without parents

.Islam disagrees infidelity, idolatry, and superstition in whatever ideology they may be

If Jesus is God, then how was he slain (as you believe), and did the cross become the

.sign of oppression? God is an Essence that cannot be attempted against

,Indeed, they have disbelieved who said: ` Verily Allah is the Messiah " 

,son of Mary '. Say: ` Who can hold anything against Allah

if He intends to destroy the Messiah, son of Mary, and his mother, and everyone on

the earth? And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and

whatever is between them two. He creates what He pleases; and Allah is All-Powerful

." over all things

****
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هُؤُاّبحِاَوَ هِّللا  اؤُانْباَ  نُحَْن  يراصَّنلاوَ  دُوهُیَْلا  تَِلاقوَ  - 18

قَلَخَ نَّْمِم  رٌشََب  مُْتْنأَ  لَْب  مْکُِبوُنذُِب  مْکُُبذِّعَُی  مَِلفَ  لُْق 

ءُاشیَ نْمَ  بُذِّعَُیوَ  ءُاشیَ  نْمَِل  رُفِْغیَ 

رُیصمَْلا هِْیَلِاوَ  امهُنَْیَب  اموَ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  ومَّسلا  کُْلُم  هِّلِلوَ 

:And the Jews and the Christians say . " 18

.' We are the sons of Allah and His beloved ones ` 

 ?' Say: ` Why does He then punish you for your sins

.Nay, you are mortals of those He has created

.He forgives whom He pleases, and punishes whom He pleases

And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and whatever is

(." between them two, and unto Him is the ultimate return (of all

Commentary: verse 18

It is cited in the commentary of the Qur'ān by Fakhr-i-Rāzī that some of the Jews said:
" We are the sons of Allah and his beloved " when the Messenger of Allah invited them

(to embrace Islam. (1

The Jews and the Christians did not consider themselves the real sons of God, but

.they imagined a kind of formal adoption for themselves

The Arabic phrase /abnā'-ul-lah/ (the sons of Allah) is an implicit declaration of their

.undue expectation and extravagance in ambitions

This fact should also be mentioned that in Islam racial superiority, privilege

demanding, knowing right only themselves and their own party, and applying `

.relationship instead of regulations ' totally are forbidden
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Another fact is that neither any person nor a nation nor a race should absolutely be

assured of the forgiveness of Allah, nor despaired of His favour. But, the bold Jews,
with those crimes they committed, inspite
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of having those abundant Divine signs, still knew themselves the specific friends of

.Allah

Slaying prophets, concealing the glad tidings upon the advent of the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.), breach of promises, perverting the heavenly Books, being afraid of entering

the city, worshipping the Calf, seeking for excuses, gluttonies, and being impatient

regarding the uniformity of their food (Manna and Salwa) are some examples of their

.crimes

Also, for the wrath of Allah upon them, there are some examples of divine retribution

such as moving the mount from its place, being wandered for forty years,
.transformation and humiliation

:The verse says

:And the Jews and the Christians say " 

.' We are the sons of Allah and His beloved ones ` 

 ?' Say: ` Why does He then punish you for your sins

.Nay, you are mortals of those He has created

.He forgives whom He pleases, and punishes whom He pleases

And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and whatever is

(." between them two,and unto Him is the ultimate return (of all

****
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بِاتکِْلا لَهْاَای  - 19

لِسُُّرلا نَِم  هٍرَْتفَ  یلعَ  مْکَُل  ِیبَُی  نُّ انُلوسُرَ  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ 

رٌیذَنوَ رٌیشَب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَفَ  رٍیذَن  رٍیشَب وَ لا  نِْم  انءَاج  ام  اوُلوقُتَ  نْاَ 

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

O' People of the Book! Indeed Our Messenger has come to you to explain (things) . " 19
,to you after a cessation of the (mission of the) messengers

lest you say: ` There did not come unto us any giver of gladtidings nor any warner ';
,but, indeed

;there has come to you a giver of gladtidings and a warner

." and Allah is All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 19

The intermission between the time of Hadrat Messiah (Jesus Christ) (a.s.) and the

.advent of Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) lasted about six hundred years

,During the time when there exists not an appointed Divine prophet

the globe is not empty of Allah's Authority, because the prophets' successors have

always existed. As the words of Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) indicates, the earth never

lacks godly authority whether he has power or not, because the way of Allah should

(not be concealed for those who want to pave it .(1

Hence, the existence of the time of intermission between coming one prophet after

.the former does not mean that people are left alone to themselves

O' People of the Book! Indeed Our Messenger has come to you to explain (things) to " 
you after a cessation of the (mission of the) messengers, lest you say: ` there did not

,come unto us any giver of gladtidings nor any warner '; but, indeed
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there has come to you a giver of gladtidings and a warner; and Allah is All-Powerful

." over all things

By the way, the intermissions, whether they are long or short, are certainly useful in
the system of divine educational arrangements. There are several examples of this

meaning in the length of the history of prophets. For instance: the separation of

Moses (a.s.) from people, the spiritual retirement of prophets, the cease of revelation

unto the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), and minor occultation and major occultation

.are some distinguished references for the idea

****
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Section 4: The Israelites breaking the Covenant

Point

People of Moses commanded to march into the Holy Land

the people's refusal to act the punishment

مِوْقَای هِموْقَِل  یسوُم  لَاق  ذِْاوَ  - 20

اکًوُلُم مْکُلَعَجَوَ  ءَایِبْناَ  مْکُیف  لَعَجَ  ذِْا  مْکُْیلَعَ  هِّللا  هَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا 

نَیمَلاعْلا نَِم  ادًحَاَ  تِؤُْی  مَْل  ام  مْکُاتا  وَ 

And (remember) when Moses said to his people: ` O' my people! remember the . " 20
,favour of Allah upon you when He raised prophets among you and made you kings

." and gave you what He had not given to anyone else in the world

Commentary: verse 20

,The remembrance of divine bounties is the motive of love, gratitude

and worship. Now, the greatest bounties given by Allah (s.w.t.) are: the bounty of

.prophecy, the bounty of government and power, and the bounty of freedom

For the invitation of people, the factor of emotion in populations should be utilized.
That is why we ought to make them prepared through reminding them the favours of

.Allah (s.w.t.) before inviting them to action and assitance

(One of the responsibilities of prophets (a.s.) is reminding people of Allah's favours.(1

 ..." remember the favour of Allah "...

.However, we must take an example from the history of the past
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Some of the specific bounties given to thr Children of Isreal are: crossing the 1 - 1
Nile,the movement of Tur Mount, Manna and Salwa coming down from heaven, the

.water of twelve springs, and so no
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After enjoying the peculiar favour of Allah and reaching authority, the people of

Moses inflicted with humiliation and wretchedness because of opposing the command

.of Allah

:The verse is recited as follows

And (remember) when Moses said to his people: ` O' my people! remember the " 
favour of Allah upon you when He raised prophets among you and made you kings,

." and gave you what He had not given to anyone else in the world

****
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مْکَُل هُّللا  بَتَکَ  یتَّلا  هَسََّدقَمُْلا  ضَرْلاَْا  اوُلخُدْا  مِوْقَای  - 21

مْکُرِابدْاَ یلعَ  اوُّدتَرْتَلاوَ 

نَیرسِاخ اوُبِلقَْنتَفَ 

O' my people! enter the holy land which Allah has ordained for you and do not turn . " 21
,your backs

." for then you will return (Us) losers

Commentary: verse21

In this verse, the Qur'ān states the process of the arrival of the Children of Israel into

:the holy land as follows

Moses (a.s.) told his people to arrive the holy land which Allah (s.w.t.) had assigned for

them, and as for that arrival, they should not afraid of its difficulties. They were

enjoined not to refrain from any self-sacrifice, because had they turned on their

backs, they would have been of the losers. The Qur'ān from the tongue of Moses

:says

O' my people! enter the holy land which Allah has ordained for you and do not turn " 
." your backs, for then you will return (Us) losers

The objective meaning of the Qur'ānic phrase /'ard-al-muqaddas/ (the holy land) is

either the whole region of ancient Shāmāt (Syria, Jordan, Palestine, etc.), or

.Jerusalem

****
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نَیراّبجَ امًوْقَ  اهیف  َّنِا  یسوُمای  اوُلاق  - 22

اهْنِم اوجُرُخْیَ  نْاِفَ  اهْنِم  اوجُرُخْیَ  یّتحَ  اهلَخُدَْن  نَْل  اّنِاوَ 

نَوُلخِا اّناِفَ د 

They (Israelites) said: ` O' Moses! verily there is a very arrogant race in it, and . " 22
verily, we will never enter it until they get out from it. So if they get out from it, then

." certainly, we will enter

Commentary: verse 22

The Arabic term /jabbār/ is derived from /jabr/ with the meaning of ` improving

 '. something accompanied with force and pressure

Yet, the term has been applied with both of these meanings: 1) to compensate, 2)
power, might, overcome. The Qur'ānic word /jabbār/ has been used as a title or an

.appelation for Allah (s.w.t.) with both of the above two meanings

The phrase /qaum-an-jabbārīn/ (a very arrogant race), mentioned in the above verse,
refers to the people of the very tribe of `Amāliqah from the Semitic race who were

living in Sinaie desert located in the north of old Arabia. They ('Amāliqah tribe) invaded

(Egypt and ruled there for five hundred years.(1

However, the existence of some corrupted people somewhere can not be a reason

for eligible persons that they retire. Enemy should be sent out. We ought not to wait

.until the enemy himself goes out

They (Israelites) said: ` O' Moses! verily there is a very arrogant race in it, and verily, " 
we will never enter it until they get out from it. So if they get out from it, then certainly,

." we will enter

Mere pleasure-seeking is prohibited in Islam. We must act and ask Allah to help us to

.send out the enemy

****
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هُّللا مَعَْناَ  نَوُفاخیَ  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  نِلاجُرَ  لَاق  - 23

نَوُبِلاغ مْکَُّناِفَ  هُومُُتْلخَدَ  اذاِفَ  بَابْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  اوُلخُدْا  امَهِْیلَعَ 

نَینِمؤُّْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  اوُلَّکوَتَفَ  هِّللا  یلَعَوَ 

:Two men of those that feared (Allah) whom Allah had blessed, said . " 23

Enter against them by the gate! for when you have entered it, you will certainly be ` 
." victorious. So, upon Allah should you rely if you are believers

Commentary: verse 23

As the Qur'ānic commentary books indicate, those two men, who are mentioned in

the verse, were from among those twelve chiefs of the Israelites. They were called

Yūsha`-ibn-Nūn (Joshua, the son of Nūn), and Caleb, the son of Jephunneh, whose

:names are mentioned in the Turah, Numbers. (1) The verse says

:Two men of those that feared (Allah) whom Allah had blessed, said " 

Enter against them by the gate! for when you have entered it, you will certainly be ` 
. ..." victorious

By the way, fearing God is a cause for absorbing the favours of Allah (s.w.t.) and His

bounties. So, the one who is in awe of Allah (s.w.t.), does not fear any other might, and

.therefore, he must rely only on Allah

." So, upon Allah should you rely if you are believers "... 

****
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The Old Testament, Numbers, Chapter 14, No. 6-9: 6- And Joshua the son of Nun,  1 - 1
and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent

their clothes. 7- And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying
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the land which we passed through to search it, is an exeeding good land. 8- If the

LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which

floweth with milk and honey. 9- Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear ye

the people of the land; for they are bread for us; their defence is departed from them

.and the LORD is with us; fear them not
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یسوُمای اوُلاق  - 24

کَُّبرَوَ تَْناَ  بْهَذْافَ  اهیف  اوُما  ام د  ادًَباَ  اهلَخُدَْن  نَْل  اّنِا 

نَودُعِاق انهُه  اّنِا  لاِتاقفَ 

They said: ` O' Moses! we shall never enter it at all, so long as they (the arrogant) . " 24
are in it. Go, therefore, you and your Lord, and fight you both! verily we will stay here

." sitting

Commentary: verse 24

Mecca and Jerusalem are both holy lands. When Moses (a.s.) told his people to enter it
and struggle against enemy, they made a pretext and offended against his command.
But, in the sixth year A.H., when the Muslims, accompanied with the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), went toward Mecca in order to perform the rites of Umrah (lesser

Pilgrimage), they would invade the city vigorously if there were not the hinderance of

.(. the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

It was in this journey that the agreement of ` Hudaybiyyah peace ' was made. Yes,
both those two peoples reached to the gates of two sacred cites while one of them

were so coward that refused the command of their prophet, and the others were so

.brave that were eager to participate in the holy struggle

They said: ` O' Moses! we shall never enter it at all, so long as they (the arrogant) are " 
in it. Go, therefore, you and your Lord, and fight you both! verily we will stay here

." sitting

The Children of Israel have been the example of the groups who are known for their

.impoliteness, seeking for excuses, feebleness, and loving comfort

****
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یخاَوَ یسْفَن  لاِّا  کُِلْماَ  یّنِا لا  بِّرَ  لَاق  - 25

نَیقسِافْلا مِوْقَْلا  نَْیَبوَ  اننَْیَب  قْرُْفافَ 

!He (Moses) said: ` O' my Lord . " 25

I have power over none but myself and my brother, therefore make a separation

." between us and these rebellious people

Commentary: verse 25

This verse denotes that Moses (a.s.) became completely disappointed from that

crowd of people. He (a.s.) supplicated and asked Allah his separation from them, so

:that they would see the fruit of their deeds and try to improve themselves. He said

O' my Lord! I have power over none but myself and my brother, therefore make a "...` 
." separation between us and these rebellious people

Of course, the action that the Children of Israel did was almost a kind of disbelief.
.They manifestly rejected the command of their prophet

If we recite that the Qur'ān has qualified them as ` rebellious people ', it is because

the Arabic word /fāsiq/ has a vast scoup of meaning which envelops any departure

.from the institution of worship and servitude

****
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اهَّناِفَ لَاق  - 26

ضِرْلاَْا یِف  نَوهُیتیَ  هًنَسَ  نَیعَبرْاَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  هٌمََّرحَُم 

نَیقسِافْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  سَأْتَ  لافَ 

He (The Lord) said: ` So it (the Holy Land) will surely be forbidden to them for . " 26
forty years that they will wander about in the earth, therefore do not grieve for the

." rebellious people

Commentary: verse 26

Point

The Arabic term /yatihūn/ is derived from the word /tayaha/ with the sense of `

wander '. But, in the lapse of time, the word /tiyah/ was applied for the plain of Sinai. It

has also been called to the place where that group of people (the Israelites) lived for

.forty years without having the material and spiritual merits of the ground

He (The Lord) said: ` So it (the Holy Land) will surely be forbidden to them for forty " 
years that they will wander about in the earth, therefore do not grieve for the

." rebellious people

The story of the disobedience of the Children of Israel and the Divine Wrath, and their

.wandering state in Tiyah is mentioned in the Old Testament, Numbers, Chapter four

According to a tradition stated by Imam Bāqir (a.s.), after wandering for forty years

and losing Moses and Aaron (a.s.), the Israelites entered the zone by a martial attack,
.and their seeking comfort had no result for them but retardation and wandering

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has said that there will occur a similar situation for Muslims, like

.what happened for the Children of Israel

:Explanations
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The recompense of showing shortcoming and despicableness, and also that of - 1
disobedience from the commandment of Allah, and escaping from the Holy Struggle,

.is such deprivations and vagrancies
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Wandering state is a kind of punishment for the evildoers, while having the merit of - 2
.light and discrimination is a kind of present for the righteous ones

****
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Section 5: Jews warned against their wicked plots

Point

Cain's aggression The Israelites warned Punishment for those

(. who war on the Apostle (Muhammad

قِّحَْلاِب مَدَا  یْنَْبا  اَبََن  مْهِْیلَعَ  لُْتاوَ  - 27

رِخَلاا نَِم  لَّْبقَتَُی  مَْلوَ  امهِدِحَاَ  نِْم  ِبقُُتفَ  لَّ اًنابرُْق  ابَّرقَ  ذِْا 

کََّنلَُتْقلاََ لَاق 

نَیقَّتمُْلا نَِم  هُّللا  لَُّبقَتَیَ  امَّنِا  لَاق 

O' Prophet!) Recite to them the truth of the story of the two sons of Adam when . " ) 27
they offered each a sacrifice, but it was accepted from one of them and was not

.accepted from the other

:The one) said: ` I shall certainly slay you.' (The other) said)

 '." verily Allah accepts only from the pious ones ` 

Commentary: verse 27

The objective meaning of ` reciting the truth ', maybe, is an indication to the idea that

the explanation of this event has been distorted in the Turah and it has been

 '. combined with superstitions; hence, what is stated in the Qur'ān is ` the truth

O' Prophet!) Recite to them the truth of the story of the two sons of Adam when " )
they offered each a sacrifice, but it was accepted from one of them and was not

.accepted from the other

.'..." The one) said: ` I shall certainly slay you)

In Islamic literature and in the Turah, (Genesis, Chapter 4, No. 3 to
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it is recorded that Abel was a shepherd and he offered his best lamb as the (1) (, 12
sacrificial animal. But, Cain who was a farmer, brought the worst part of his

agricultural product to sacrifice. The Qur'ān also says: " You will never attain

(righteousness unless you spend out of what you love..."(2

Therefore, the main principle is striving to draw near to Allah, not to simply sacrifice.
Whatever the sacrificial thing may be, the criterion of the acceptance of deeds is

.piety

 '." verily Allah accepts only from the pious ones "...` 

Also, we must know that the expansion of envy stretches forth up to slaying one's

.brother; so, we must avoid this quality

.'..." The one) said: ` I shall certainly slay you "... )

****

p: 296

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the . 3 1 - 1
ground an offering unto the LORD 4. And Abel, he also brought of the first lings of his

flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering. 5.
But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his

countenance fell. 6. And the LORD said, Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy

countenance fallen? 7. If thou doest well, shall thou not be accepted? and if thou doest

not well, sin lieth at the door And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over

him. 8. And Cain talked with Abel his brother, and it came to pass, when they were in
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and slew him. . 9. And the LORD

said unto Cain. Where is' Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's

keeper? 10. And He said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth

unto Me from the ground. 11. And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath

opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand: 12. When thou tillest

the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength: a fugitive and a
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.vagabond shalt thou be in the earth

Sura 'Al-i-'Imran, No. 3, verse 92 2 - 2
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ینلَُتْقتَِل كَدَیَ  َّیَلِا  تَطْسََب  نِْئَل  - 28

هَّللا فُاخاَ  یّنِا  کَلَُتْقلاَِ  کَْیَلِا  يَدِیَ  طٍسِابِب  اَناَ  ام 

نَیمَلاعْلا َّبرَ 

If you stretch out your hand toward me to slay me, I am not one to stretch out my . " 28
." hand toward you to slay you. Verily, I fear Allah, the Lord of the Worlds

Commentary: verse 28

When confronting a jealous person, you ought to speak with him in a calmly manner,
so that you can extinguish the fire of jealousy in him with the calmness of your

speech. Thus, one of the ways of ` forbidding from doing evil ' is that you assure the

.evil-doer that you will not transgress him in any way

Abel did not intend to commit homicide. This does not mean that he might not defend

(. himself either, (since submitting to a murderer's will does not adapt to piety

If you stretch out your hand toward me to slay me, I am not one to stretch out my " 
. ..." hand toward you to slay you

By the way, refraining from murder because of the awe of Allah (s.w.t.) is a value, not

because of disability and weakness. Hewever, piety and God-fearing is the restraining

.factor from committing sin and transgression in the most sensitive circumstances

." Verily, I fear Allah, the Lord of the Worlds "... 

****

p: 297

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2422 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


کَمِْثِاوَ یمْثاِِب  أَوُبتَ  نْاَ  دُیرُا  یّنِا  - 29

نَیمِلاظّلا اؤُا  زجَ  کَِلا  ذوَ  رِاّنلا  بِاحصْاَ  نِْم  نَوکُتَفَ 

هُسُْفَن هَُل  تْعََّوطَفَ  - 30

نَیرسِاخْلا نَِم  حَبَصْاَفَ  هُلَتَقَفَ  هِیخاَ  لَْتقَ 

Verily I desire that you should bear my sin and your (own) sin, and so you would . " 29
." be of the inmates of the (Hell) Fire, and this is the recompense of the unjust

Then his soul (through temptation of envy) faciliated to him the murder of his . " 30
.brother

." So he murdered him, and thus became one of the losers

Commentary: verses 29-30

Abel did not want to carry the burden of another person's sins, hence he did not take

action on slaying his brother and shedding blood. Besides, he put the burden of his

.own sins on the killer's shoulder

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) in a tradition said: " Whoever kills a believer intentionally, Allah

records all the sins upon the killer and make the slain free from them; and this is

:Allah's word

Verily I desire that you should bear my sin and your (own) sin, and so you would be " 
." of the inmates of the (Hell) Fire, and this is the recompense of the unjust

This verse does not mean, of course, that silence before a tyrant with the hope that

.he carries the responsibility of our sins is proper

****

One of the styles of ` forbidding from doing evil ' is attracting the attention of a

transgressor to the fact that besides the retribution of his own cruelties, he should

.suffer the burden of the sins of the oppressed, too, and his punishment will be added
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However, the pure nature of man dislikes homicide, but the despotic soul makes a

.parade of this action and persuades him to murder

Then his soul (through temptation of envy) faciliated to him the murder of his " 
." brother. So he murdered him, and thus became one of the losers

Thus, we ought to know that the faith in Resurrection has been a part of the

fundamental creed of human beings on the earth, and the very faith keeps a person

.from homicide and other crimes

****
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اًبارغُ هُّللا  ثَعَبَفَ  - 31

هِیخاَ هَاَوْسَ  يرا  وُی  فَْیکَ  هُیَرُِیِل  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  ثُحَْبیَ 

یخاَ هَاَوْسَ  يَرِا  واُفَ  بِارغُْلا  اذَه  لَْثِم  نَوکُاَ  نْاَ  تُزْجَعَاَ  یتلَْیوَای  لَاق 

نَیمدِاّنلا نَِم  حَبَصْاَفَ 

Then Allah sent a raven digging up the ground to show him (the murderer) how . " 31
.he should cover the dead body of his brother

He said: ` Woe unto me! Am I unable to be like this raven and cover the corpse of my

." brother? ' So he became one of the remorseful

Commentary: verse 31

It is narrated in a tradition that Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said that when Cain killed his

brother, he left him in the desert, because he did not know what to do. Soon after that

.the sawage rushed toward the corpse of Abel

At that time, as the Qur'ān says, Allah sent a raven to dig up the land and, by hiding

the dead body of another raven, or by concealing a part of its own prey, (as it is the

habit of a raven) showed Cain how to hide the corpse of his brother in the ground. The

:verse says

Then Allah sent a raven digging up the ground to show him (the murderer) how he " 
. ..." should cover the dead body of his brother

Next to that statement, the Qur'ān adds that at that moment Cain became worried of

:his own negligence and cried

Woe unto me! Am I unable to be like this raven and cover the corpse of my "...` 
? ' ..." brother

Yet, finally he felt sorry about what he had done, but that regret was not a reference

.for his repentance from the sin
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." So he became one of the remorseful "...

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is narrated that he has said: " No blood of a person is
shed unjustly unless there is a portion of its resposibility upon (Cain) the son of Adam

(who was the first homicide as a custom."(1
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لَیئا رسِْا  ینَب  یلعَ  انْبتَکَ  کَِل  لِجْاَ ذ  نِْم  - 32

ضِرْلاَْا یِف  دٍاسفَ  وْاَ  سٍْفَن  رِْیغَِب  اًسْفَن  لَتَقَ  نْمَ  هَُّناَ 

اعًیمجَ سَاّنلا  ایَحْاَ  امَّناَکَفَ  اهایحْاَ  نْمَوَ  اعًیمجَ  سَاّنلا  لَتَقَ  امَّناَکَفَ 

کَِل دَْعَب ذ  مهُْنِم  ارًیثکَ  َّنِا  َّمُث  ِیبَْلاِب  تِانّ انُلسُرُ  مْهُْتءَاج  دْقََلوَ 

نَوُفرِسْمَُل ضِرْلاَْا  یِف 

For this reason We decreed upon the Children of Israel that whoever slays a . " 32
,human being for other than manslaughter or mischief in the earth

;it is as he had slain mankind as a whole

.and whoever saves a life (from death), it is as if he had saved mankind as a whole

;And certainly Our messengers came to them with clear evidences

." then verily, even after that, many of them became prodigals in the earth

Commentary: verse 32

:The Oneness of Human Beings

Next to the statement of the story of the Children of Adam, there has been mentioned

:a general conclusion in this holy verse which fits with humanities. At first, it says

For this reason We decreed upon the Children of Israel that whoever slays a human " 
being for other than manslaughter or mischief in the earth, it is as he had slain

; ..." mankind as a whole

How is it that slaying a human being is euqal to slaying all human beings, and saving a
?person is equal to saving all human beings

To answer this question, it is only possible to say that in this verse, the Qur'ān has

referred to a social and training fact. The person who slays an innocent human being,
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has such a preparation, in fact, to kill some other innocent persons, too. This person is,
indeed, a homicide whose prey is
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innocent human beings. And, we know that there is no difference between the

innocent persons from this point of view. On the other hand, the person who, because

of having the quality of philanthropy and human emotions, saves another person

from death, has such a preparation to perform this sympathetic action unto any other

human beings. So, regarding the fact that the Qur'ān has applied the phrase: /fa-ka-
'anna-mā/ (it is as if), it seems that although the life and death of a person is not equal

.to the life and death of a society, it has a likeness to it

Again, it can be said that in potency, there is a capability in any person to bring a great

,society, or a new generation, into existence. Hence

annihiliating a human being sometimes results to the effacement and murder of a

.generation

It is worthy to note that once someone asked Imam Sādiq (a.s.) about the

commentary of this verse when he (a.s.) answered: " The purpose of the words: ` to

slay ' and ` to save from death ', which have been referred to in the verse, is saving

.from a fire accident, a whirlpool, and the like

Then he (a.s.) kept silent and after that he added: " A greater interpretation of this

verse is that a person invites another one to the path of right or wrong and the one

." accepts that invitation

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān hints to the manner of breaking law among the

:Children of Israel. It says

And certainly our messengers came to them with clear evidences; then verily, even "... 
." after that, many of them became prodigals in the earth

The Arabic term /'isrāf/ has a vast scope of meaning in lexicon which envelops any

transgression and exceeding the limits. Yet, it is often used for remittals, expenditures

.and expenses

:Explanations
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The members of human beings originate from a common truth and have a single - 1
.soul, so that they are similar to the limbs of a body

.Therefore, slaying a person is the same as killing all humankind

.The act of evaluating deeds relates to the motives and aims - 2

Slaying a person with the intention of transgression, is putting a society into
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.death; while killing under the title of retaliation is counted as the life of the society

The death and life of a person is sometimes effective in the death and life of a - 3
society. Similarly, sometimes the individual murders prepare the ground for some

.massacres

.The sign of a living society is helping the needy and saving the souls or lives - 4

.Suicide, and even abortion, is one of the examples of ` homicide ', which is unlawful - 5

Transgressing against the rights of an individual is a threat to the security of the - 6
.society

The managers of the professions like physicians, nurses, fire-extinguishers, - 7
reinforcers, makers of medicine, etc, whose job is securing the lives of human beings,

.should know the position and value of their own profession

****
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هَُلوسُرَوَ هََّللا  نَوُبرِاحُی  نَیذَّلا  اؤُا  زجَ  امَّنِا  - 33

اوُبَّلصَُی وْاَ  اوُلَّتقَُی  نْاَ  ادًاسفَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  نَوْعَسْیَوَ 

ضِرْلاَْا نَِم  اوْفَْنُی  وْاَ  فٍلاخِ  نِْم  مْهُُلجُرْاَوَ  مْهِیدْیاَ  عََّطقَُت  وْاَ 

هِرَخِلاَْا یِف  مْهَُلوَ  ایْنُّدلا  یِف  يٌزْخِ  مْهَُل  کَِل  ذ 

مٌیظعَ بٌا  ذعَ 

The only recompense of those who make war against Allah and His messenger, . " 33
,and strive to make mischief in the land

is that they should be killed or crucified, or their hands and their feet be cut off from

.opposite side or they be banished from (their) land

,This is a degradation for them in the world

." and in the Hereafter, they will have a grievous chastisement

Commentary: verse 33

Point

Upon the occasion of revelation of this verse, it is cited that a group of pagans came

into Medina and then they became Muslim. They were tired and sick, therefore, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ordered that they would be taken in a good climate region outside

Medina where they were permitted to enjoy the milk of the alms-tax camels therein.
When they gained their health, they took the Muslim shepherds, who were living

thereabout, and cut off their hands and feet, blinded their eyes, and plundered the

.camels

They left out Islam, too. The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) ordered that they would be

captured and be treated with the same manner as they had done upon the

.shepherds. Then, in this circumstance the above-mentioned verse was revealed
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These retributions, which are mentioned in the verse under discussion, are counted `
rights of Allah ' and they are not forgivable and
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(changeable. (Atyab-ul-Bayān).(1

However, in order to improve the society, not only admonishment and guidance are

necessary, but weapon and severe revolutionary treatment are needed. (The words

in the previous verse were some educational messages and warnings unto the

murderer. Now, in this verse, the statement is upon the punishment of the one who

.( fights against Allah and makes mischief

The notable point here is that fighting against the servants of Allah is the same as

fighting against Allah. So, the one who stands against people, is like that he has stood

.against Allah

Therefore, there have been decreed several kinds of punishment for those who

:disturb the security of the society. These punishments are

execution, banishment, cutting off the hand and the foot, and to hang such wicked

.persons

.In the meantime, Islamic punishments are accompanied with justice

Since corruptions and the qualifications of the mischief-makers are different, the

retributions are not the same, either. If the mischief has been committed tragically, its

punishment is slaughter. But, if it is superficial, its retribution is banishment.
Concerning such punishments, this fact is understood from the Islamic traditions that

the retribution of homicide is execution; the retribution of terrorizing is banishment,
the retribution of larceny is cutting off the hand and the foot; the retribution of

murder and robbery (with arm) is cutting off the hand and the foot and being hanged.
((At-Tafsīr-us-̣Sāfī

Also, it is cited in Usūl-i-Kāfī that one of the meanings of the phrase ` be banished

from their land ' (mentioned in the verse) is throwing such a person in the sea. (Al-Kāfī,
(vol. 7, p. 267

:Explanations
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The responsibility of the government and rulers is to protect the - 1

p: 305

It is cited in Al-Mizan that the choice of one retribution out of these four 1 - 1
retribution is up to the leader of Muslims. So, even when the possessors of thr blood

of the slain remit, one of the retributions must be executed
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.security of the society in cities, villages, roads, and so on

Those opponents of the mastership of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) whose - 2
.intention is destruction and who fight against the godly system, should be dispersed

Those who rise against the Muslims leader, or against the Islamic government, are - 3
(among ` those who make war against Allah '. (At-Tafsīr fi-Zịlāl-il-Qur'ān

Imam Rida (a.s.) said: " The length of the time of banishment for the mischief- - 4
maker is one year. The place of banishment should be announced to people in order

that they break their communication with the banished person, and stop bargaining,
(holding familiar intercourse, and marriage with him." (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

According to a verse of the Qur'ān,(1) a usurer is also counted among ` those who - 5
make war against Allah ', since such a person disturbs the economical security in the

.society

Also, as some Islamic traditions indicate, disgracing a Muslim believer is considered as

(fighting against Allah.(2

****
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اومُلَعْافَ مْهِْیلَعَ  اورُدِْقتَ  نْاَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  اوُبات  نَیذَّلا  َّلاِا  - 34

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّناَ 

.Except those who repent before you have power over them . " 34

." So know you that Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 34

The repentance of a mischief-maker and a person who fights against the command

of Allah (s.w.t.) deserves only the retribution of threat and terrorizing, not the

retribution of murder and theft. That is, repentance is effective in ` the right of Allah '
not in ` the right of people ', because the right of people depends on the content of

.the possessor(s) of the right

Thus, the account of the person who fights against the command of Allah (muhạ̄rib) is
.different from that of a murderer and thief

In the meantime, the gate of repentance is open to everyone. Yet, that repentance is
worthy when it is done before capturing the criminal and confronting the court. It

should also be done consciously and willfully, without any compulsion. (Also,
(repentance for other sins is accepted before death). (1

However, the Divine punishment has the aspect of training and improving upon the

.individuals and the society, not as a revenge

:Therefore, the repentance of a sinner is efficacious. The verse says

.Except those who repent before you have power over them " 

." So know you that Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

****
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The Quran, Sura An-Nisa, No. 4, verse 18 1 - 1
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Section 6: Penal Regulations against Offenders

Point

To seek means to approach Allah To strive in the way of Allah

.Hypocrisy of the Jews

هَّللا اوقَُّتا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 35

هِلیبسَ یف  اودُهِاجوَ  هَلَیسوَْلا  هِْیَلِا  اوغُتَْباوَ 

نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل 

O' you who have Faith! Be in awe of Allah, and seek the means (of nearness) to . " 35
." Him; and strive hard in His way, that you may be prosperous

Commentary: verse 35

Imam Amir-ul-mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) has said that the best means by which seekers of

nearness to Allah, seek nearness, is the faith in Allah and His Messenger, striving in

His way, (to believe) in the expression of Divine purification, the establishment of

performance of Hajj (pilgrimage) of the House (i.e. Ka`bah) and ` Umrah ' (lesser

pilgrimage), regard for kinsfolk, almsgiving secretly and openly, and extending

(benefits (to people).(1

Therefore, in order to reach felicity, we must both stop committing sins and perform

.kinds of worship

In the meantime, doing goodnesses are wholly the means toward felicity, if we

.ourselves do not waste them through our own sins

However, Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) are the very firm cord and means of nearness to Allah

.(. (s.w.t

In Islamic literature, narrated from the Immaculate ones (a.s.), the
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term /wasīlah/ (means), mentioned in this verse, has been rendered into Imam (a.s.)
(At-Tafsir-us-̣Sāfī). In this regard, it is also cited in some traditions: " They are the firm

(." cord and the means to Allah (s.w.t

(At-Tafsir-us-̣Sāfī)

Supplication is a subject about which there has been cited in the books of many

;Sunnite scholars, such as: Sawā`iq, by Ibn-Hajar

Sunan-i-Bīhaqī; Sahịh-̣i-Dāramī; and also in Wafā'-ul-Wafā, vol. 3, p. 1371. Sura An-
Nisā', No. 4, verse 64, Sura Yūsuf, No. 12, verse 97, and Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 114

.can be taken as some authentic references for supplication, too

****
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اعًیمجَ ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  ام  مْهَُل  َّناَ  وَْل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 36

مْهُْنِم ِبقُُت  لَّ ام  هِمَایقِْلا  مِوْیَ  بِا  ذعَ  نِْم  هِب  اودُتَْفیَِل  هُعَمَ  هُلَْثِموَ 

مٌیلاَ بٌا  ذعَ  مْهَُلوَ 

رِاّنلا نَِم  اوجُرُخْیَ  نْاَ  نَودُیرُی  - 37

مْهَُلوَ اهْنِم  نَیجرِاخِب  مْهُ  اموَ 

مٌیقُم بٌا  ذعَ 

Certainly those who disbelieve, if they had what is in the earth all together and . " 36
the like of it with it, to ransom themselves with it from the punishment of the Day of

,Resurrection, it shall not be accepted from them

.and for them there will be a painful chastisement

They would desire to get out from the Fire but they shall not get out of it, and for . " 37
." them there is a permanent chastisement

Commentary: verses 36-37

To pursue the subject matter of the previous verse in which the believers are

enjoined upon piety, holy struggle, and preparing the means, this verse, as the

statement of reason for that commandment, points to the fate of unbelieving and

:filthy persons when it says

Certainly those who disbelieve, if they had what is in the earth all together and the " 
like of it with it, to ransom themselves with it from the punishment of the Day of

Resurrection, it shall not be accepted from them, and for them there will be a painful

.chastisement

.The only possible way to delivery is through Faith, piety, struggle, and good deeds

Then, in the second verse (verse 37), the perpetuity of this retribution is referred to. It

:says
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They would desire to get out from the Fire but they shall not get out of it, and for " 
." them there is a permanent chastisement
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However, in the Hereafter, all the ways of deliverance are shut to the unbelievers.
They enjoy neither the grace of Allah, since it is specific to the pious ones, nor the

intercession, because it relates only to those with whom Allah is pleased. There is no

.death therein for the disbelievers

They are permanently alive in the Fire of Hell, and their request for death is not

.accepted

The person who does not come out from darkness of ignorance and infidelity in this

world, where he has so many clear reasonings and guidance, will not come out of Hell

.in the Hereafter

****
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امهُیَدِْیاَ اوعُطَْقافَ  هُقَرِاسّلا  قُرِاسّلاوَ وَ  - 38

مٌیکحَ زٌیزعَ  هُّللاوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  لاًاکَن  ابسَکَ  امِب  ءَا  زجَ 

As for the thief, both male and female, cut off their hands as a recompense for . " 38
;what they have earned. It is an exemplary punishment from Allah

." and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 38

Point

In this verse, at first, the Qur'ān refers to the male thief and then to the female thief.
But in Sura An-Nūr, verse 2, where the ordinance of fornication has been stated, at

first, the Qur'ān refers to the ` adulteress ' and then to the ` adulterer '. The reason of

it may be the fact that the function of man in theft is more effective than that of a

.woman, and in fornication the function of the woman is more effective

As for the thief, both male and female, cut off their hands as a recompense for what " 
they have earned. It is an exemplary punishment from Allah; and Allah is the Mighty,

." the Wise

About one thousand years ago, it happened that the Late Sayyid Murtādā `Alam-ul-
Hudā, a well known Muslim scholar, once was asked why the hand, which deserves

five hundred ` mithghāl ' (a weight equivalent to 5 grams) gold as ` compensation for

an injury ', should be cut off because of the theft of one fourth ` mithghāl ' gold. He

answered: " Trustworthiness promotes the value of the hand, and treachery

." decreases its value

According to some Islamic traditions, the standard of cutting off the hand, for this

compensation, is four fingers, so that the thumb and palm should be left safe. The

amount of finance for which the hand of a thief must be cut off is at least equivalent to

the price of one fourth mithghāl gold. That wealth should have been kept in a
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protected place, not in a common place like an inn, a public bath, a mosque and the

like. The wealth ought to be given back to its owner, too, after the execution of the

legal decision. Also, the thief should be aware of the law of cutting off the hand.
Otherwise, his/her hand will not be cut off. Again, the hand of a thief will not be cut off

if the thief steals the wealth of his/her partner, or
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.steals some food stuff under necessity in the years of scarcity, and the like

Similarly, the hand of a thief will not be cut off when the theft is done by a father from

his child's property, a slave from his master's wealth, a mad and a person not arrived

at puberty, or the one who had thought he had the right of taking the property. There

are, of course, some other retributions in all these conditions wherein the hand will

.not be cut off

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said that the worst kind of larceny is stealing

from prayer and performing its bowing and prostration imperfect. (1) In the

statements of some Islamic saints, it has also been protested why it happens that

some Muslims commit larceny in the holy phrase: /bismillah-ir-rahmān-ir-rahīm/ when

.they recite Sura Al-Ḥamd

Cutting off the hand is for the first stage of theft. For the second time, the left leg will

be cut off. For the third time, the retribution is life imprisonment, and annihilation is for

(the fourth time.(2

:Explanations

To cut off the hand is the only heavy withholding compensation and retribution of - 1
.theft

In executing Allah's bounds, we must not be affected by sympathy and kind - 2
.feelings

.Besides cutting off the hand, the thief is responsible for the property, too - 3

The execution of these ordinances needs: rule, force, system, and organizations. - 4
.Thus, Islam is a religion of government and policy

Poverty is not an excuse or a permission for larceny. Islam, before cutting off the - 5
hand, emphasizes on the importance and necessity of job and running the lives of the

poor by the way of Muslim public treasury, near relatives, loan without interest,

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2448 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_313_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_313_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(cooperation, and the like. (3

The Divine retributions are not counted as revenge, but they are to be as - 6
.withholding

****

p: 313

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 84, p. 257; Musnad-Ahmad-ibn-Hanbal, vol. 3, p. 56 1 - 1
Majma`-ul-Bayān, vol. 3, p. 192 2 - 2

Fi-Zalal-il-Quran, vol. 2, p. 716 3 - 3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2449 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_313_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هِْیلَعَ بُوُتیَ  هََّّللا  َّناِفَ  حَلَصْاَوَ  همِْلظُ  دِْعَب  نِْم  بَات  نْمَفَ  - 39

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّنِا 

But whoever repents after his inequity and makes amend (his evil deeds), then . " 39
." surely Allah turns to him (mercifully), verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 39

In Islam, punishments are set beside guidance, godly training, and invitation. Through

.previous verse, the retribution of a thief was stated

Here, in this verse, there exists the invitation to repentance unto Allah, forgiving, and

the improvement of one's own vices, which causes that Allah returns His grace and

.mercy to the servant

For the wrong-doers the gate of returning and improvement is always open. This gate

is the very repentance. It should also be regarded that repentance is not only an inner

.regret, but it must be accompanied with the amends of the past corruptions

If a thief repents (before being captured and being sent to the court) and gives back

the property, he will be forgiven both in the world and the Hereafter. But, when it is
after that he is captured, the religious punishment will be fulfilled and the function of

.repentance is only for the Hereafter

:The verse says

But whoever repents after his inequity and makes amend (his evil deeds), then " 
." surely Allah turns to him (mercifully), verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

****
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کُْلُم هَُل  هَّللا  َّناَ  مْلَْعتَ  مَْلاَ  - 40

ءُاشیَ نْمَِل  رُفِْغیَوَ  ءُاشیَ  نْمَ  بُذِّعَُی  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  ومَّسلا 

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

Do you not know that to Allah belongs the Dominion of the heavens and the . " 40
earth? He punishes whom He pleases and forgives whom He pleases, and verily Allah

." is All-Powerful over all things

Commentary: verse 40

Allah is not in need of the repentance of servants, because all the existence belongs

.to Him

So, the sinners and the corrupters should know that there is no way for them to flee,
.and they ought to return to Allah

Do you not know that to Allah belongs the Dominion of the heavens and the earth? " 
He punishes whom He pleases and forgives whom He pleases, and verily Allah is All-

." Powerful over all things

****
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کَْنزُحْیَ لُوسَُّرلا لا  اهَُّیاَای  - 41

مْهِهِا وْفاَِب  اّنمَا  اوُلاق  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  رِْفکُْلا  یِف  نَوعُرِاسُی  نَیذَّلا 

بِذِکَْلِل نَوعُامّسَ  اودُاه  نَیذَّلا  نَِموَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  نِْمؤُْت  مَْلوَ 

هعِضِا ومَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مَِلکَْلا  نَوُفرِّحَُی  كَوُتْایَ  مَْل  نَیرخَا  مٍوْقَِل  نَوعُامّسَ 

اورُذَحْافَ هُوْتَؤُْت  مَْل  نِْاوَ  هُوذُخُفَ  ذه ا  مُْتیتوُا  نِْا  نَوُلوقُیَ 

نَیذَّلا کَئلوُْا  اًئْیشَ  هِّللا  نَِم  هَُل  کَِلمْتَ  نْلَفَ  هُتَنَْتِف  هُّللا  دِرُِی  نْمَوَ 

مْهَُبوُلُق رَهِّطَُی  نْاَ  هُّللا  دِرُِی  مَْل 

مٌیظعَ بٌا  ذعَ  هِرَخِلاْا  یِف  مْهَُلوَ  يٌزْخِ  ایْنُّدلا  یِف  مْهَُل 

O' Messenger! Let not those who hasten in infidelity grieve you, from among . " 41
those who (hypocritically) say with their mouths: ` We believe ', but their hearts do not

believe, and from among those of the Jews who listen for (the sake of) lying, listen

.(with a spy manner) for other people who have not come to you

:They distort the (heavenly) words from their places, saying

( '; If you are given this, take it, and if you are not given this, beware! (be aloof ` 

and whomever Allah desires to punish, you cannot avail him anything with Allah.
Those are they whose hearts Allah does not desire to purify; there is a degradation

." for them in the world, and in the Hereafter, they will have a grievous chastisement

Commentary: verse 41

Prophets Are Sympathetic unto the Misguided

The hypocrites and the Jews pursue the same goal. Their goal is the perversion of

religion (Islam). Disbelievers have always some secret agents of influence and spies

amongst Muslims. Therefore, religious preachers
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.ought not to consider all their audience as well-intentioned listeners

In the meantime, the hypocrites not only have the worldly misfortunes (including: to

hear lies, to spy, to pervert the facts, to claim faith for benefits), but also the great

.punishment of the Hereafter waits for them

However, we must submit to the Truth and commandments of Allah entirely; and do

.not accept only the religious legislations that correspond to our desires

:The verse says

O' Messenger! Let not those who hasten in infidelity grieve you, from among those " 
who (hypocritically) say with their mouths: ` We believe ', but their hearts do not

believe, and from among those of the Jews who listen for (the sake of) lying, listen for

other people who have not come to you. They distort the (heavenly) words from their

places, saying: ` If you are given this, take it, and if you are not given this, beware! (be

aloof) '; and whomever Allah desires to punish, you cannot avail him anything with

Allah. Those are they whose hearts Allah does not desire to purify; there is a

degradation for them in the world, and in the Hereafter, they will have a grievous

." chastisement

****
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تِحُّْسلِل نَوُلاکّاَ  بِذِکَْلِل  نَوعُامّسَ  - 42

ضْرِْعُت نِْاوَ  مْهُْنعَ  ضْرِعْاَ  وْاَ  مْهُنَْیَب  مْکُحْافَ  كَوءُاج  نْاِفَ 

طِسْقِْلاِب مْهُنَْیَب  مْکُحْافَ  تَمْکَحَ  نِْاوَ  اًئْیشَ  كَوُّرضُیَ  نْلَفَ  مْهُْنعَ 

نَیطسِْقمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَّللا  َّنِا 

,They are) listeners to (any) lie, and devour the unlawful; therefore . " ) 42

;if they come to you, judge between them or turn away from them

,and if you turn away from them, they will harm you nothing; and if you judge

;judge between them with equity

." verily Allah loves the just

Commentary: verse 42

Some of the Jews, who had committed adultery, came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to

judge. They hoped to escape from the retribution of stoning, which exists in the

religion of the Jews, (1) while the Islamic law for the adulterer is stoning, too. When

they saw that the ordinance of Islam was the same as it was in their own religion,
.they did not accept it

The Arabic term /suhṭ/, used in this verse, according to the Islamic traditions, means: `
bribery ' and the gifts given for the fulfilment of an affair. It also means: ` destruction '

'. or ` the thing which causes destruction

:The verse says

,They are) listeners to (any) lie, and devour the unlawful; therefore " )

;if they come to you, judge between them or turn away from them

and if you turn away from them, they will harm you nothing; and if you judge, judge
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;between them with equity

." verily Allah loves the just

****
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هِّللا مُکْحُ  اهیف  هُاروَّْتلا  مُهُدَنعِوَ  کََنومُکِّحَُی  فَْیکَوَ  - 43

کَِل دِْعَب ذ  نِْم  نَوَّْلوَتَیَ  َّمُث 

نَینِمؤْمُْلاِب کَِئلوُْا  اموَ 

And how do they (the Jews) make you a judge, while with them is the Turah, . " 43
wherein is Allah's judgement? Yet they turn away after that, and those are not

." believers

Commentary: verse 43

Again, this verse follows the subject of the Jews seeking judgement from the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.), which was referred to in the previous verse. It surprisingly says

And how do they (the Jews) make you a judge, while with them is the Turah, wherein " 
? ..." is Allah's judgement

It should be noted that the aforementioned decree (i.e. the decree of stoning the man

and the woman who have committed adultery) is found in the present Turah,
.Deuteronoms, Chapter 22, No. 21-26

:The verse continues saying

." Yet they turn away after that, and those are not believers "...

****
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Section 7: Relation of the Qur'ān to the previous heavenly Books

Point

Evidence from Turah The Evangel and its evidence The Qura'n's confirming the

previous

.heavenly Books Now the Qur'an to be followed

رٌوُنوَ يًدهُ  اهیف  هَاروَّْتلا  انَْلزَناَ  اّنِا  - 44

رُابحْلاَْاوَ نَوُّیِناّبَّرلاوَ  اودُاه  نَیذَّلِل  اومُلَسْاَ  نَیذَّلا  نَوُّیِبَّنلا  اهَِب  مُکُحْیَ 

ءَا دهَشُ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُناکوَ  هِّللا  بِاتکِ  نِْم  اوظُفِحُْتسْا  امَِب 

نِوْشَخْاوَ سَاّنلا  اوُشَخْتَ  لافَ 

هُّللا لَزَْناَ  امِب  مْکُحْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  لاًیلقَ  انًمََث  یتایاِب  اورُتَشْتَ  لاوَ 

نَورُِفاکْلا مُهُ  کَِئلوْاُفَ 

Verily We have sent down the Turah, wherein is guidance and light, by which the . " 44
prophets, who submitted themselves (to Us), judged for those who were Jews, and

(so did) the rabbis and the scholars (of divinity of the Jews) in accordance with what

they were entrusted with the Book of Allah, and they were witnesses thereof.
Therefore, do not dread the people, and dread (opposing) Me; and do not sell My

.Signs for a little price

And whoever does not judge by what Allah has sent down, those are they that are the

." infidels

Commentary: verse 44

Point

Separate from confessing upon the falsification of the Turah and the Bible, the
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.originality of the heavenly Books should be admired and glorified

It is true that the Turah was revealed to Moses (a.s.) and the Evangel was revealed to

Jesus (a.s.), yet they have been accepted by all the
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prophets and the saints after them. They wholly practiced according to the

.ordinances of those Books

Thus, prophets have no commandment from their ownselves, save that they are

surrended to the commandment of Allah. Then, when the prophets are surrended to

?the commandment of Allah, why should we not

Islam is the religion of all. The prophets of the Israelites have been qualified with `

.submission ', not with Judaism and Christianity

And, in general, the scholars of every nation are responsible for the execution of the

commandments of the Lord among people. Therefore, guardianship of the

.jurisconsult has evidences in all religions

 ..." by which the prophets who submitted themselves (to Us) judged "... 

:Explanation

:The Qur'ānic word /rabbānī/ is derived from /rabbān/ which means

trainer '. As some other philologists have rendered, the person qualified with ` 
/rabbānī/ is someone who has adjoined ` the Lord of the worlds ' and does not rest

with other than Him. Such a person has become godly and has assumed the

.responsibility of people

The Arabic term /hịbr/ means: ` the effect of a good action ', since scholars are the

source of benevolence in the society, they are called /hịbr/ the plural of which is

/. /ahḅār

Verily We have sent down the Turah, wherein is guidance and light, by which the " 
prophets, who submitted themselves (to Us), judged for those who were Jews, and

(so did) the rabbis and the scholars (of divinity of the Jews) in accordance with what

they were entrusted with the Book of Allah, and they were witnesses thereof.
Therefore, do not dread the people, and dread (opposing) Me; and do not sell My
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.Signs for a little price

And whoever does not judge by what Allah has sent down, those are they that are the

." infidels

It is narrated from Imam Ali (a.s.) who has said: " I am the trainer of this community ".
." Imam Sādiq (a.s.) also said: " Rabbānīūn are the very Imams from Ahlul-Bayt

****
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اهیف مْهِْیلَعَ  انْبتَکَوَ  - 45

فِْنلاَْاِب فَْنلاَْاوَ  نِْیعَْلاِب  نَْیعَْلاوَ  سِْفَّنلاِب  سَْفَّنلا  َّناَ 

صٌاصِق حَورُجُْلاوَ  نِّسِّلاِب  َّنسِّلاوَ  نِذُلاُْاِب  نَذُلاُْاوَ 

هُّللا لَزَْناَ  امِب  مْکُحْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  هَُل  هٌرَافّکَ  وَهُفَ  هِب  قََّدصَتَ  نْمَفَ 

نَومُِلاظّلا مُهُ  کَِئلوْاُفَ 

And We prescribed for them in it that: a life is for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose . " 45
for a nose, an ear for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and for wounds (there shall be)
retaliation. But whoever remits it, it shall be an expiation (of his sins) for him; and

,whoever does not judge by what Allah has sent down

." those are they that are the unjust

Commentary: verse 45

:Retaliation and Remittal

This verse explains another part of the ordinances concerning crimes and the bounds

of Allah in the Turah. It denotes that Allah has assigned the law of retaliation in the

Turah so that if a person intentionally murders an innocent one, the owners of blood

.can retaliate instead and execute the murderer

, ..." And We prescribed for them in it that: a life is for a life " 

If a person injures another one's eye and destroys it, the injured can

:also destory the person's eye

, ..." an eye for an eye "...

:He is also permitted to cut his nose instead of his own nose

, ..." a nose for a nose "...
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, ..." Instead of cutting an ear, the one can cut one ear of his: "...an ear for an ear

And, if a person breaks the tooth of another person, he can break the criminal's tooth,
:too. It says
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, ..." a tooth for a tooth "...

:In general, every person who injures or wounds another person, it can be retaliated

. ..." and for wounds (there shall be) retaliation "...

Therefore, the ordinance of retaliation should be done justly and without considering

.any difference from the point of race, social level, tribe, and personality

But, in order that no body imagines that Allah has decreed the law of retaliation as a
:compulsory rigid duty, immediately next to this ordinance, it adds

; ..." But whoever remits it, it shall be an expiation (of his sins) for him "... 

That is, as much as he has remitted in that regard, Allah will remit out of his sins for

.him

:And, at the end of the verse, it says

and whoever does not judge by what Allah has sent down, those are they that are "... 
." the unjust

What an unjust is greater than that we be entangled with some false affections and

feelings, and dispense with the murderer absolutely by the excuse that a blood should

!not be washed out by a blood

****
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مَیَرْمَ نِْبا  یسَیعِب  مْهِرِاثا  یلعَ  انْیَّفقَوَ  - 46

هِاروَّْتلا نَِم  هِْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  امِل  اقًدِّصَُم 

هِاروَّْتلا نَِم  هِْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  امِل  اقًدِّصَُموَ  رٌوُنوَ  يًدهُ  هِیف  لَیجْنلاِْا  هُانْیتَاوَ 

نَیقَّتمُْلِل هًظَعِوْمَوَ  يًدهُوَ 

And following them We sent Jesus, son of Mary, confirming that which was . " 46
before him of the Turah, and We gave him the Evangel in which was guidance and

light, and confirming what was before it of the Turah, and a guidance and an

." admonition for the pious ones

Commentary: verse 46

Following the verses concerning the Turah, this verse refers to the condition of the

Evangel. It denotes that next to the former prophets, Allah sent Jesus. He (a.s.)
confessed the rightfulness and legitimacy of the Turah. The signs of Jesus (a.s.) were

completely adapted to those which were given in the Turah. It says

And following them We sent Jesus, son of Mary, confirming that which was before " 
, ..." him of the Turah

:Then, it adds

, ..." and We gave him the Evangel in which was guidance and light "... 

The acceptance of these two Books as ` light ' by the Qur'ān, is an indication to the

.original Turah and the original Evangel

The verse emphasizes once more on this fact that not only Jesus, the son of Mary,
confirmed the Turah, but also the Evangel, the heavenly Books, is a confirmation to

:the Turah. It says

 ..." and confirming what was before it of the Turah "...

:Then, the holy Qur'ān concludes the verse thus
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." and a guidance and an admonition for the pious ones "...

****
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هِیف هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  امِب  لِیجْنلاِْا  لُهْاَ  مْکُحْیَْلوَ  - 47

نَوقُسِافْلا مُهُ  کَِئلوْاُفَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  امِب  مْکُحْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ 

So the people of the Evangel should judge by what Allah has sent down in it, and . " 47
those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down, those are they that are the evil-

." doers

Commentary: verse 47

:Those Who Do not Judge on the Divine Law

After referring to the revelation of Evangel in the former verses, in this verse the

:Qur'ān says

, ..." So the people of the Evangel should judge by what Allah has sent down in it " 

The objective meaning of this statement is that: after the revelation of Evangel to

Jesus (a.s.), Allah ordered the followers of it to act accordingly and judge by what He

.had sent down in it

:Then, at the end of the verse, it emphasizes again and says

and those who do not judge by what Allah has sent down, those are they that are "... 
." the evil-doers

****
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قِّحَْلاِب بَاتکِْلا  کَْیَلِا  انْلزَناَوَ  - 48

هِْیلَعَ انًمِْیهَُموَ  بِاتکِْلا  نَِم  هِْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  امِل  اقًدِّصَُم 

قِّحَْلا نَِم  كَءَاج  امّعَ  مْهُءَاوهْاَ  عِْبَّتتَ  لاَوَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  امِب  مهُنَْیَب  مْکُحْافَ 

هًَّمُا مْکُلَعَجََل  هُّللا  ءَاشَ  وَْلوَ  اجًاهْنِموَ  هًعَرْشِ  مْکُْنِم  انْلعَجَ  لٍّکُِل 

مْکُاتا ام  یف  مْکُوَُلْبیَِل  نْکِلوَ  هًدَحِا  وَ 

تِارْیخَْلا اوقُِبتَسْافَ 

نَوفُِلتَخْتَ هِیف  مُْتْنکُ  امِب  ِبنَُیفَ  مکُُئّ اعًیمجَ  مْکُعُجِرْمَ  هِّللا  یَلِا 

,And We have sent down unto you the Book with the truth . " 48

.confirming that which was before it of the Book and as a guardian over it

Therefore judge between them by what Allah has sent down and do not follow their

;vain desires against the truth that has come to you

for every one of you We appointed a law and a (clear) way. And if Allah had pleased,
He would have made you (all) a single community, but He might try you in what He has

.given you

;Therefore strive you excelling one another in virtuous deeds

unto Allah is the return of you all, and then He shall inform you of that in which you

." used to differ

Commentary: verse 48

Point

After pointing to the Books of the former prophets, there is an indication in this verse

to the situation of the Qur'ān, the signs of which adapt to what has been recorded in
:the former heavenly Books. At first, it says
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And We have sent down unto you the Book with the truth, confirming that which was " 
. ..." before it of the Book and as a guardian over it

Fundamentally, all the heavenly Books are paralleled in principles, and their pursue is
the same goal, i.e. training and improving the human
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.race

,Then it commands that since it is such

, ..." Therefore judge between them by what Allah has sent down "...

Next to that, it adds not to follow those who intend to adapt the Divine ordinances to

:their own desires. It says

;..." and do not follow their vain desires against the truth that has come to you "...

:To complete this discussion, it says

. ..." for every one of you We appointed a law and a (clear) way "... 

Then, it continues saying about the power of Allah (s.w.t.) and that He might try you in
:order that your different talents be trained. The holy verse says

And if Allah had pleased, He would have made you (all) a single "... 

. ..." community, but He might try you in what He has given you

Finally, the Qur'ān addresses all the nations and races and invites them all that

instead of spending their powers and capacities in conflicts and discords, they should

:pay to doing good. It says

; ..." Therefore strive you excelling one another in virtuous deeds "...

:Then, it points to the reason of that righteous work, and says

,unto Allah is the return of you all "... 

." and then He shall inform you of that in which you used to differ

:Explanation

 '; The Arabic term /šir`ah/ means: ` law, a way which leads to water
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and the meaning of the term /minhāj/ is: ` a clear way '. Ibn-Abbās has said that :
/šir`ah/ means: ` the ordinances that have come in the Qur'ān, but /minhāj/ is that

(which has come in the practice of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). (Mufradāt Rāqib

****
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مْهُءَا وهْاَ  عِْبَّتتَ  لاوَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  امِب  مهُنَْیَب  مْکُحْا  نِاَوَ  - 49

کَْیَلِا هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  ام  ضِْعَب  نْعَ  كَوُنِتْفیَ  نْاَ  مْهُرْذَحْاوَ 

مْهِِبوُنذُ ضِْعبَِب  مْهُبَیصُی  نْاَ  هُّللا  دُیرُی  امَّناَ  مْلَعْافَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نْاِفَ 

نَوقُسِافَل سِاّنلا  نَِم  ارًیثکَ  َّنِاوَ 

So judge between them by what Allah has sent down, and do not follow their vain . " 49
desires, and beware of them lest they beguile you from part of what Allah has sent

down to you. But if they turn back, then know that Allah desires to afflict them for

." some of their sins, and surely, many of the people are evil-doers

Occasion of Revelation verse 49

It has been narrated from Ibn-Abbas that a group of the great men of the Jews once

plotted and decided to go to the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) with the hope that they

might be able to change him from his creed. With this planning they came to the

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said

We are the wealthy and the learned men of the Jews. If we follow you, other Jewish " 
people also will imitate us. But, there is a conflict between us and another group

(about a murder or something else). If you judge in this conflict for our benefit, we will

believe in you." The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) refrained from such a judgement (which was

.not just), and the above verse was revealed

Commentary: verse 49

:In this verse, Allah emphasizes again on the judgement of His Messenger and says

So judge between them by what Allah has sent down, and do not follow their vain " 
, ..." desires

:Then, He warns the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about their plot by saying
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and beware of them lest they beguile you from part of what Allah has sent down to "...
. ..." you

:Then, the statement continues saying

But if they turn back, then know that Allah desires "... 

, ..." to afflict them for some of their sins

Finally, at the end of the verse, it implies that if they persist so much on the falsehood,
:he must not be worried, because

." and surely, many of the people are evil-doers "...

****
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نَوغُْبیَ هَِّیِلهِاجْلا  مَکْحُفَاَ  - 50

نَوُنِقوُی مٍوْقَِل  امًکْحُ  هِّللا  نَِم  نُسَحْاَ  نْمَوَ 

?Is it then the judgement of (the era of) ignorance that they are seeking . " 50

? " And who is better than Allah in judgement for a people of assured faith

Commentary: verse 50

:The best law is the one whose legislator is qualified with the following conditions

To be aware of all the secrets of the world of existence and those of man, both for - 1
.the present and future

.The legislator should have no aim of gaining profits - 2

.He should not have any fault of any kind, whether intentional or unintentional - 3

.He might not be afraid of any power - 4

?These conditions are gathered in Allah. And, who is better than Allah to judge

That is why those who, having the Divine laws available for them, refer to the laws

.made by human beings, pave the path of paganism and infidelity

Therefore, any law of man, which contrasts the law of Allah, is considered as the law

of pagans. The reason is that these laws of man have been legislated on the basis of

vain desires, fears, avarices, ignorances, mistakes, and imaginations. We must also

know that ignorance does not belong to only a period. Whenever people separate

.from the law of Allah, that time is the period of ignorance

.May Allah protect us all from aberration

?Is it then the judgement of (the era of) ignorance that they are seeking " 

? " And who is better than Allah in judgement for a people of assured faith

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2474 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


****

p: 330

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2475 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 8: The relation of the Muslims with their opponents

Point

To treat the Jews and Christians as enemies Only Allah and His

Messenger and those who believe, establish prayer and give the poor-rate

are the Guardians of the Muslims

اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 51

ضٍْعَب ءُایِلوْاَ  مْهُضُْعَب  ءَایِلوْاَ  يراصَّنلاوَ  دَوهُیَْلا  اوذُخَِّتتَ  لا 

مْهُْنِم هَُّناِفَ  مْکُنِم  مْهَُّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ 

نَیمِلاظّلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هَّللا لا  َّنِا 

O' you who have Faith! do not take the Jews and the Christians for friends. They . " 51
are friends of each other. And whoever among you takes them for friends, then surely

." he is one of them. Verily Allah does not guide the unjust people

Commentary: verse 51

.To Dissociate from Enemy is the Condition of Faith

Those Islamic governments who have the relation of friendship and accepting the

:sovereignty of the infidels are counted among them

. ..." And whoever among you takes them for friends, then surely he is one of them "... 

In foreign relations and policy, mastership and domination of infidels over Muslims is
forbidden, because the Holy Qur'ān explicitly has absolutely prohibited any

domination, of any kind, over Muslims, although it may be under the name of

:experienced, specialist, expert, attache and tourist. The verse says

O' you who have Faith! do not take the Jews and the Christians for " 
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friends. They are friends of each other. And whoever among you takes them for

." friends, then surely he is one of them. Verily Allah does not guide the unjust people

In the meantime, mentioning the Jews and the Christians in the verse is for giving

.examples of this meaning, and no mastership of any infidel should be accepted

It is understood, of course, from some other verses of the Qur'ān that enjoying the

food staff produced by infidels, which are not from the animal flesh, and bargaining

with them are allowed, because none of them is rendered into the sense of accepting

.the sovereignty of infidels

****
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نَیذَّلا يرَتَفَ  - 25

یشخَْن نَوُلوقُیَ  مْهِیف  نَوعُرِاسُی  ضٌرَمَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یف 

هدِنعِ نِْم  رٍْماَ  وْاَ  حِْتفَْلاِب  یَِتأْیَ  نْاَ  هُّللا  یسَعَفَ  هٌرَِئاد  انبَیصُت  نْاَ 

نَیمدِان مْهِسِفُْناَ  یف  اوُّرسَاَ  ام  یلعَ  اوحُِبصُْیفَ 

,But you will see those in whose hearts is disease hastening towards them . " 52

.' saying: We fear lest a calamity should befall us

And it may be that Allah brings about a victory or (some) thing from Himself (for the

." benefit of Muslims), then they will be regretting for what they hid in their selves

Commentary: verse 52

In this verse, the Holy Qur'ān points to the pretexts that some sickly people chose for

justification of their unlawful relations with the non-Muslim foreigners. The verse

implies that those in whose hearts there is sickness persist to take them as their own

.refuge and their confederate

Their pretext is that they say they fear that the authority and power be in the

:foreigners' hand and they be fallen in calamity. Here is the verse

But you will see those in whose hearts is disease hastening towards them, saying: " 
.' ..." We fear lest a calamity should befall us

In answer to them, the Qur'ān says that just as they think that some day the authority

and power may be in the hand of the Jews and the Christians, they should also

consider that Allah may bring a victory for the Muslims and they take the authority

and power in their own hand, so that these hypocrites be regretful for what they hid in
:their hearts. The verse says

And it may be that Allah brings about a victory or (some) thing from Himself (for the "... 
." benefit of Muslims), then they will be regretting for what they hid in their selves
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هِّللاِب اومُسَْقاَ  نَیذَّلا  ءِلاؤُهاَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  لُوقُیَوَ  - 53

مْکُعَمََل مْهَُّنِا  مْهِِنامْیاَ  دَهْجَ 

نَیرسِاخ اوحُبَصْاَفَ  مْهُُلامعْاَ  تْطَِبحَ 

And those who believe will say: ` Are these they who swore by Allah with the . " 53
? ' most forcible of their oath that they were most surely with you

." Their (good) deeds failed and they themselves became losers

Commentary: verse 53

The final fate of the disbelievers is pointed out in this verse. It points to the time when

the true believers gain the victory and the act of the hypocrites is made manifest.
Then the believers will surprisingly say whether these hypocrites are the same people

who had so many claims and intensively swore that they were with the believers. Why

:did their final fate become like that? The verse says

And those who believe will say: ` Are these they who swore by Allah with the most " 
? '..." forcible of their oath that they were most surely with you

Then, as a result of the same hypocricy, all their good deeds became invalid, because

they had not originated from a pure intention and a sincere source. That was why

:they became of the losers both in this world and in other world. It says

." Their (good) deeds failed and they themselves became losers "... 

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 54

هُّللا یِتْایَ  فَوْسَفَ  هِنید  نْعَ  مْکُْنِم  َّدتَرْیَ  نْمَ 

نَیرِفاکْلا یلَعَ  هٍَّزعِاَ  نَینِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  هٍَّلذِاَ  هَُنوُّبحُِیوَ  مْهُُّبحُِی  مٍوْقَِب 

مٍِئلا هَمَوَْل  نَوُفاخیَ  لاوَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  یف  نَودُهِاجُی 

ءُاشیَ نْمَ  هِیتؤُْی  هِّللا  لُضْفَ  کَِلذ 

مٌیلعَ عٌسِا  هُّللاوَ و 

O' you who have Faith! whoever of you turns away from his religion (he does not . " 54
harm Allah, since) soon Allah will bring (forward) a people whom He loves and who

,love Him, humble towards the believers

stern against infidels, they strive in the way of Allah, and do not fear the scorn of any

;blamer. This is the grace of Allah. He gives it to whom He desires

." and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 54

After the statement upon the hypocrites, the words are about some apostates who,
according to the prediction of the Qur'ān, turn away from this sacred religion. As a

general rule, it warns all the Muslims that if any one of them turns away from his

religion he does not harm Allah, His religion, Muslim society, and their rapid process of

progression, because He will soon bring forward a group of people to support this

:religion. The verse itself says

O' you who have Faith! whoever of you turns away from his religion (he does not " 
 ..." harm Allah, since) soon Allah will bring (forward) a people

Then the Qur'ān explains the qualities of those who must undertake this great

:mission, as the followings

.They love Allah and think of nothing but His pleasure - 1
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, ..." whom He loves and who love Him "...

They are humble and kind unto the believers while they are 2-3
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.mighty, stern, and forceful against the enemies and tyrants

, ..." stern against infidels "... 

.Striving in the way of Allah is their constant program - 4

The last privilege that the Qur'ān enumerates for them is that, in the path of - 5
performing the command of Allah and defending the right, they do not fear any

.reproach of any reproacher

. ..." and do not fear the scorn of any blamer "... 

And, at the end of the verse, it remarks that gaining these privileges, besides their

own effort, needs the grace of Allah. He bestows it on whomever He desires and finds

eligible. For, the extension of His grace and graciousness is very vast, and He (s.w.t.) is
.aware of those who have competency

;This is the grace of Allah. He gives it to whom He desires "...

." and Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلاوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هُّللا  مُکُُّیِلوَ  امَّنِا  - 55

هَوکَّزلا نَوُتؤُْیوَ  هَولَّصلا  نَومُیقُی  نَیذَّلا 

نَوعُکِا مْهُوَ ر 

Verily, verily your guardian ( waliyy) is only Allah and His Messenger and those . " 55
,who believe

(. " those who establish prayer and pay the poor-rate while bowing down (in prayer

Commentary: verse 55

Point

It has been cited in the occasion of revelation of the above verse that a beggar

entered the Mosque of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and asked people for a

charity. Nobody gave him anything. Ali-Ibn-Abi-Tālib (a.s.) pointed his finger to him

while he was bowing in the prayer, and he (a.s.) remitted his ring to that beggar. In

.honouring of this remital, the above verse was revealed

The explanation of the above event has been narrated by ten people among the

companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), like: Ibn-Abbās, `Ammār, Jābir-ibn-`Abdillah,
'Abūthar, 'Anas-ibn-Mālik, Bilāl, and so on. The scholars of both schools of Sunni and

.Shī`ah have confirmed this occasion of revelation

Ammār-Yāsir says that it was after the remital of the ring and the revelation of the`

:holy verse that the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) once said

(The one upon whom I am master, then this Ali is his master. " (Al-Mīzān " 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) recited this verse in Qadīr-i-Khum in order to state the

(position of Hadrat Ali (a.s.). (As-̣Sạ̄fī

Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib (a.s.) himself repeatedly recited this verse for his own rightfulness.
(. (As-̣Sạ̄fī
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Abūthar, who himself witnessed the event, explained what occurred for the people`

in details in the Sacred Mosque. (Majma`-ul-Bayān). Almost all the authentic

commentary books, compiled by both Sunni and
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.Shī`ah commentators, have recorded the event

The term /waliyy/, mentioned in this verse, does not mean ` friend ' and ` helper '

here, since friendship and helping refers to all the Muslims, not to those who give

charity while bowing down in prayer. According to the Islamic traditions, the purpose

of it is only Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib (a.s.), and the application of the plural form of the verb /
'āmanū / for a singular subject is for the importance of the one. A similar case is found

in the verse of ` mutual cursing ' where it says / 'anfusanā wa 'anfusakum / (our selves

(and your selves

In the meantime, many Islamic scholars and the commentators of the Qur'ān have

said that the objective meaning of the word / waliyy /, mentioned in the above verse,
 ' is / wilāyah / in the sense of: ` guardianship

and ` material and spiritual personal initiative ' and ` leadership '. In particular, this

guardianship has been ordered in the same row of the guardianship of the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) and the guardianship of Allah, and these three are stated in one sentence

Thus, this verse is one of the verses that, as a Qur'ānic text, indicate to mastership

.(. and Imamate of Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s

:Explanations

Islam is the religion of both association and disassociation, i.e. attraction and . 1
(. repulsion (polarization

In the previous verses, the Jews and the Christians were prohibited to be chosen as

masters. Here, in this verse, the commandment is that we take and follow Allah

.(s.w.t.), the Messenger (p.b.u.h.), and Ali (a.s.) as our masters

The essence of mastership of Allah, the Messenger, and Hadrat Ali (a.s.) is the same, . 2
.and it is essentially one in nature as well as in effect

That is why the verse says : / waliyyukum / (your guardian) in a singular form, not /
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.'auliā'ukum / (your guardians) in plural form

The terms of prayer and alms-tax (charity) are usually mentioned in the Qur'ān . 3
beside each other, but, in this verse, they are mixed with together, (giving alms-tax

(. while bowing down in prayer

Those who are not among the performers of prayer and alms-tax . 4
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.have not the right of guardianship and leadership over people

In order to help the deprive, they do not consider even their prayer as a barrier. The . 5
mass of Muslims should not be inattentive to a poor so that he leaves them dejected

.and disappointed

Heeding the created beings, in the cause of Allah, does not harm the sincerity. . 6
((Alms-tax while bowing down

People minus Allah is Marksism, and Allah minus people is monasticism, but people)
.( alongside the path of Allah is the method of Islam

The person who is inattentive to the sigh of the poor should not be your leader and . 7
.your guardian

.Some particular insignificant things (like charity) do not invalidate prayer . 8

The Qur'ān has counted the freewill offering (recommendable charity) and the ring . 9
.even as poor-rate

 ..." and pay the poor-rate " ... 

Guardianship over Muslims belongs firstly to Allah (s.w.t.), secondly to the Prophet . 10
.(p.b.u.h.), and then to the Immaculate Imam and after that to jurisconsult

The best kind of introduction is that in which the qualities and characteristics of a . 11
particular person be mentioned and the audience adapt them to its aspect and they

themselves find its extention. (the verse, without mentioning the name of Ali (a.s.), has

.( enumerated his qualities and actions

Verily, verily your guardian ( waliyy) is only Allah and His Messenger and those who " 
believe, those who establish prayer and pay the poor-rate while bowing down (in

(. " prayer

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلاوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  َّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ  - 56

نَوُبِلاغْلا مُهُ  هِّللا  بَزْحِ  َّناِفَ 

And whoever takes for (his) guardian Allah and His Messenger and those who . " 56
believe (should know that he is victorious, because) surely the party of Allah are

. " Triumphant

Commentary: verse 56

This verse is a complement for the content of the previous verse. It emphasizes and

pursues its meaning. It informs the Muslims that those who accept the guardianship

of Allah (s.w.t.) and the Messenger (p.b.u.h.) and the believing persons whom were

referred to in the previous verse, will become victorious, because they will be involved

.in the party of Allah, and the party of Allah are indeed the victors

:The verse says

And whoever takes for (his) guardian Allah and His Messenger and those who " 
believe (should know that he is victorious, because) surely the party of Allah are

. " Triumphant

In this verse, there is another frame of reference upon guardianship, to which was

referred in the previous verse. The application of the phrase /hịzbullah / (the party of

Allah) and its ` triumph ' relates to the Islamic government, not to a simple and

ordinary friendship. This itself indicates that the term / wilāyah / in the verse leads to

the sense of guardianship, government, and governorship of Islam and the Muslims.
The evidence is that in the meaning of ` the party of Allah ' there lies a kind of

.formation, organization and society for securing the common goals

****
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Section 9: Mockers

Point

The Mockers and their fault-finding Hypocrisy and the mischief of the Jews

.The Jews and the Christians enjoined to act up to their own Holy Books

اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 57

ابًعَِلوَ اوًزُهُ  مْکُنَید  اوذُخََّتا  نَیذَّلا  اوذُخَِّتتَ  لا 

مْکُِلْبقَ نِْم  بَاتکِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَّلا  نَِم 

ءَایِلوْاَ رَافّکُْلاوَ 

نَینِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ 

O` you who have Faith! do not take those who take your religion in mockery and . " 57
play, from among those who were given the Book before you and the infidels as

." guardians; and be in awe of Allah if you are believers

Commentary: verse 57

The worldly retribution of the act of mockery and sacrilege unto the religion of Allah

and profanity, is rupture of relations. Mocking the religion is a job of disbelievers. So,
the condition of having Faith is having the religious zeal and dissociating from the

.vicious

Never be afraid of the rupture of relation with pagans, the profaners of the religion. If

.you have Faith, be in awe of Allah

O` you who have Faith! do not take those who take your religion in mockery and " 
play, from among those who were given the Book before you and the infidels as

;guardians

." and be in awe of Allah if you are believers
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ابًعَِلوَ اوًزُهُ  اهوذُخََّتا  هِولَّصلا  یَلِا  مُْتْیدَان  اذِاوَ  - 58

نَوُلقِْعیَ مٌوْقَ لا  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِل  ذ 

.And when you call to prayer they take it in mockery and play . " 58

. " That is because they are a people who do not apply reason

Commentary: verse 58

Following the previous discussion upon the prohibition of friendship with the

hypocrites and a party of the People of the Book who mock the commandments of

Islam, this verse points to one of their deeds as an evidence. It implies that when the

prayer call is recited and the Muslims are called to prayer, the hypocrites and some of

:the People of the Book mock it. Here is the verse

. ... " And when you call to prayer they take it in mockery and play " 

This Fact should be noted that ` prayer ' is the feature and the sample of the religion.
Thus, here, taking prayer in mockery means taking the feature of the religion in

mockery. Hence, the prayer call should be recited so that the crowd of Muslims

.gather, and prayer be established quitely open

In Islamic society, prayer call must be recited loudly and be preached, but it should

.not be troublesome; of course

In conclusion, this point is clear that the style of the wise is that they face the affairs

logically while the imprudent, those who have not reason, are the makers of mockery.
:The verse says

." That is because they are a people who do not apply reason " ... 

****
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اّنِم نَومُقِْنتَ  لْهَ  بِاتکِْلا  لَهْاَای  لُْق  - 59

لُْبقَ نِْم  لَزِْنُا  اموَ  انْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  اموَ  هِّللاِب  اّنمَا  نْأَ  لاِّا 

نَوقُسِاف مْکُرَثَکْاَ  َّناَوَ 

Say: ` O' People of the Book! Do you find faults with us (for any reason) except . " 59
that we have believed in Allah and in what has been sent down to us, and in what was

'." sent down before (the Qurān), and that, certainly, most of you are evil-doers

Occasion of Revelation: verse 59

Upon the Occasion of Revelation of the above verse and the verse after that, it has

been narrated from Ibn-Abbas that a group of the Jewish people came to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and asked him to describe his creeds for them. Then, the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) said: " I believe in Allah and in what have been revealed to Abraham, Ismael,
Issac, Jacob, Moses, Jesus, and all Divine Prophets, and I separate none of them from

." the others

." They said: " We do not know Jesus and do not accept him as a prophet

Then they added that they knew no religion worse than their religion (the Prophet's

.religion). It was at that time that this holy verse was revealed and answered them

Commentary: verse 59

In this verse, Allah (s.w.t.) orders Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) to ask the People of

the Book why they found faults with them and criticized them for any reason, save

that they had believed in Allah (s.w.t.) and submitted to what was sent down to them

.and to the prophets before them

:The verse says

Say: ` O' People of the Book! Do you find faults with us (for any reason) except that " 
we have believed in Allah and in what has been sent down to us, and in what was sent

(, ... " down before (the Qurān
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At the end of the verse, there finds a sentence which in fact, is the
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clarification of the previous sentence. It, from the tongue of Muslims and addressing

the People of the Book, denotes that if you object us upon the pure theism and

sincere submission we have unto all the heavenly Books, it is because most of you are

evil-doers and have polluted with sins. Thus, since you yourselves are polluted and

deluded, then whoever are purified and pave the right path, in your point of view,
.their manner is blemish

. " and that, certainly, most of you are evil-doers " ... 

:Note

.Denial of the right and annoying the followers of the right is ungodliness - 1

When encountering the severities of the enemies do not forfeit justice and fairness. - 2
.Yet, do not consider all of those hostile enemies as equally evil-doers

****
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هِّللا دَْنعِ  هًَبوُثمَ  کَِل  نِْم ذ  رٍّشَِب  ِبَنُا  مْکُُئّ لْهَ  لُْق  - 60

تَوغُاطّلا دَبَعَوَ  رَیزانخَْلاوَ  هَدَرَقِْلا  مُهُْنِم  لَعَجَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  بَضِغَوَ  هُّللا  هُنَعََل  نْمَ 

نْعَ ُّلضَاَوَ  اًناکمَ  ٌّرشَ  کَِئلوُْا 

لِیبَّسلا ءِا  وسَ 

?Say: ` Shall I inform you of (him who is) worse than that in retribution with Allah . " 60

,Worse are those) whom Allah has cursed and brought His wrath upon)

and He turned some of whom into apes and swine, and worshippers of Tāghūt (false

. " deity). They are worse in place (with Allah) and far more astray from the (right) path

Commentary: verse 60

In this holy verse, some perverted creeds and some wrong deeds of the People of the

Book, resulted to the inflictions they were faced with, are compared with the situation

of the true Muslim believers, in order to make clear which of these two groups

deserve to be blamed and criticized. This is, indeed, a logical answer which is used for

the stubborn and fanatic persons to become mindful. In this comparison, it addresses

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them whether the person who believes in Allah and the

heavenly Books deserves to be criticized and blamed, or the wrong actions of those

.whose retribution of their deed is worse than that with Allah

:The verse says

?... " Say: ` Shall I inform you of (him who is) worse than that in retribution, with Allah " 

:Then, it explains this subject when it says

Worse are those) whom Allah has cursed and brought His wrath upon, and He "...)
turned some of whom into apes and swine, and worshippers of Tāghūt (false deity).

. " They are worse in place (with Allah) and far more astray from the (right) path

****
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اّنمَا اوُلاق  مْکُوءُاج  ذِاوَ ا  - 61

هِب اوجُرَخَ  دْقَ  مْهُوَ  رِْفکُْلاِب  اوُلخَدَ  دْقَوَ 

نَومُُتکْیَ اوُناک  امِب  مُلَعْاَ  هُّللاوَ 

And when they come to you, they say: ` We believe '; while certainly they have . " 61
;entered in with infidelity, and certainly they have gone out with it

. " and Allah knows best what they were hiding

Commentary: verse 61

In order to complete the discussion about the hypocrites among the People of the

Book, in this verse it makes their inner hypocrisy manifest and announces it to the

:Muslims as such

And when they come to you, they say: ` We believe '; while certainly they have " 
;..." entered in with infidelity, and certainly they have gone out with it

And, at the end of the verse, it warns them that in spite of all these concealments,
:Allah is aware of what they hide. It says

. " and Allah knows best what they were hiding " ... 

****
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نِا ودْعُْلاوَ  مِْثلاِْا  یِف  نَوعُرِاسُی  مْهُْنِم  ارًیثکَ  يرتَوَ  - 62

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  ام  سَْئِبَل  تَحُّْسلا  مُهِِلکْاَوَ 

And you will see many of them striving with one another to hasten in sin and . " 62
.transgression and their devouring the unlawful

. " Verily, evil is what they have been doing

Commentary: verse 62

In the previous verse, the words were about their infidel spirit; and, here, the

.statement is about their ethical, social, and economical corruptions

In this verse, the Qur'ān refers to some other signs of their hypocrisy. As a part of the

:signs, it says

And you will see many of them striving with one another to hasten in sin and " 
. ... " transgression and their devouring the unlawful

That is, they so act in the way of sin and cruelty that as if they go forward unto some

honourable goals, and without any shame or modesty, they try to precede one

.another

Therefore, preceding in corruption is found in the feature of the society of infidelity

.and hypocrisy. But, the feature of the Islamic society is precedence in good deeds

Similarly, the main goals and ideal of the hypocrites is: lust, wealth, might, usury,
.bribery, enmity, and sinfulness

Worse than that manner is that they openly show their committing sin and being

.involved in it

And, at the end of the verse, in order to emphasize on the indecence condition of their

:deeds and that they continue to perform them, the holy Qur'ān says

. " Verily, evil is what they have been doing " ... 
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مَْثلاِْا مُهِِلوْقَ  نْعَ  رُابحْلاَْاوَ  نَوُّیِناّبَّرلا  مُهُاهْنیَ  لاوَْل  - 63

نَوعُنَصْیَ اوُناک  ام  سَْئِبَل  تَحُّْسلا  مُهِِلکْاَوَ 

Why do not the learned men and the doctors of law prohibit them (the people) . " 63
?from uttering sinful words and devouring the unlawful

. " Verily evil is what they have been working

Commentary: verse 63

Then, in this holy verse, the attack is targeted at the learned men of such societies

.who, by their own silence, encourage them to committing sin

:It says

Why do not the learned men and the doctors of law prohibit them (the people) from " 
? ... " uttering sinful words and devouring the unlawful

That is, in order to improve an immoral society, the knowledgeable men among them

must change their incorrect thoughts and creeds. Thus, the verse shows the style of

improving an immoral society to the learned people that they must begin with mental

.revolution

And, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān has blamed the indifferent scholars who

remain silent and those who abandon ` enjoining right and forbidding wrong ' in the

:same level that it has blamed the evil-doers, where it says

. " Verily evil is what they have been working " ... 

Thus, it becomes clear that the fate of those who do not perform the great duty of `
enjoining right and forbidding wrong ', specially when they are among scholars and

learned ones, is equivalent with the fate of the sinners. They have, indeed, a share of

.their crime

Ibn-Abbās, the famous commentator, has been narrated from that he used to say: "
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This verse is the most intensive verse which scorns and blames the undutiful and

. " indifferent scholars

It is evident that this command does not pertain exclusively to the silent scholars of

the Jews and the Christians. It encompasses all the mental leaders and scholars who

sit silent at the time that people become polluted with committing sin and go forward

in the path of injustice and
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.corruption, because the law of Allah is the same for all human beings

In a tradition from Imam Ali (a.s.), mentioned in Sermon No.192, we recite that he has

:said

because Allah, the Glorified, did not curse the past age except for that they had " ... 
.left off enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong

In fact, Allah cursed the foolish for committing sins and the wise because they gave

. ... " up refraining others from evils

In other words, this part of the sermon means that former nations were destroyed for

their committing sins and that their wise men did not forbid people from evils. At this

.time the misfortunes and divine retributions came down over them

Then, o' people! beware to do ` enjoining right and forbidding wrong' so that you may

.not have a similar fate of theirs, either

****
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هٌَلوُلْغمَ هِّللا  دُیَ  دُوهُیَْلا  تَِلاقوَ  - 64

ءُاشیَ فَْیکَ  قُفِْنُی  نِاتطَوسُْبمَ  هُا  دیَ  لَْب  اوُلاق  امِب  اوُنعُِلوَ  مْهِیدْی   َ تَّْلغُ

ارًْفکُوَ اًنایْغطُ  کَِّبرَ  نِْم  کَْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  ام  مْهُْنِم  ارًیثکَ  َّندَیزیََلوَ 

هِمَایقِْلا مِوْیَ  یلِا  ءَاضْغبَْلاوَ  هَوَا  دعَْلا  مُهُنَْیَب  انْیقَْلاَوَ 

ادًاسفَ ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  نَوْعَسْیَوَ  هُّللا  اهَاَفَطْاَ  بِرْحَْلِل  ارًان  ْاودُقَوْاَ  امَّلکُ 

نَیدسِْفمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هُّللاوَ لا 

And the Jews have said: ` The hand of Allah is tied up! ' Be their hands . " 64

.tied up! and cursed be they for what they have said

.Nay, both His hands (of Power) are (always) spread out

.He bestows as He pleases

And what has been sent down to you from your Lord will certainly increase many of

them in insolence and infidelity; and We have cast enmity and hatred between them

,till the Day of Resurrection. Everytime they kindle a fire for war

Allah extinguishes it. They strive to make mischief in the land; and Allah does not love

.the mischief makers

Commentary: verse 64

One of the clear examples of the vain statements and sinful words of the Jews, which

.were generally referred to in the previous verse, has been pointed out in this verse

Its explanation is that history shows that once the Jews were living in a very powerful

state. They were ruling over a vast part of the inhabited world of that era, of which

the time of David and Solomon, son of David, can be mentioned as an example. In the

time after that, too, their authority continued to be exposed with some changes, of

.course
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But, with the advent of Islam, the light of the star of their power declined especially in
.Mecca and Medina

,The Prophet's fights against the Jewish tribes known as Banī-Nadīr
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Banī-Ghurayzạh, and the Jews of Kheybar caused them to become very weak. At this

time, considering their past glory, authority and power, some of them mockingly said

.that Allah's hand was tied up with chains and would not give them anything

Since the rest of them (those Jewish people) were content with them, too; the Qur'ān

:has attributed this qualification to all of them, by saying

! ... " And the Jews have said: ` The hand of Allah is tied up " 

In answer to them, and in order to blame and reproach such a wrong belief, at first,
:Allah says

. ... " Be their hands tied up! and cursed be they for what they have said " ... 

:Then, to nullify this unjust opinion, the Qur'ān says

.Nay, both His hands (of Power) are (always) spread out. He bestows as He pleases " ... 
... "

Allah is neither forced in His affairs, nor is He obliged to the natural phenomena or the

.momentum of time; but His Will is above every thing and effective in all affairs

Then, it implies that even these verses, that make the secret of their statements and

opinions manifest, in stead of having a positive effect on them and turning them back

from the wrong path, cause many of them to become rather stubborn and also to

:increase their rebelliousness and faithlessness. The verse says

And what has been sent down to you from your Lord will certainly increase many " ... 
; ... " of them in insolence and infidelity

But, for these unjust statements and opinions that they utter, and the obstinacy that

they have in the way of disobedience and disbelief, Allah has assigned a heavy

:chastisement for them in this world. He (s.w.t.) in this verse says

. ... and We have cast enmity and hatred between them till the Day of Resurrection " ... 
"
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And, by the last part of the verse, the Qur'ān points to the struggles and efforts of the

Jews for kindling the flames of war. It also points to the grace of Allah in protecting

:and rescuing the Muslims from these annihilating flames, where it says

. ... " Everytime they kindle a fire for war, Allah extinguishes it " ... 
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And, in fact, this divine incident is one of miraculous aspects of the life of the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.). Then, the Qur'ān continues saying

They strive to make mischief in the land; and Allah does not love the mischief " ... 
. " makers

****
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اوقََّتاوَ اوُنمَا  بِاتکِْلا  لَهْاَ  َّناَ  وَْلوَ  - 65

مِیعَّنلا تِاّنجَ  مْهُانْلخَدْلاََوَ  مْهِِتائیسَ  مْهُْنعَ  انرَّْفکََل 

And if the People of the Book had believed and kept from evil, We would certainly . " 65
have remitted their sins and We would certainly have made them enter Gardens of

. " Bless

Commentary: verse 65

The Qur'ān follows, here, the former criticisms upon the manner and style of the

People of the Book. In this verse and the verse next to it, as the training principles

require, and in order to bring back the mischievous People of the Book to the straight

path and admiring that minority of them who did not cooperate with them in their evil

:deeds, the Qur'ān, at first, says

And if the People of the Book had believed and kept from evil, We would certainly " 
 ... " have remitted their sins

They not only will be forgiven of their sins but also will be admitted into gardens of

:Paradise which are the center of kinds of blessings. The Holy Qur'ān says

. " and We would certainly have made them enter Gardens of Bless " ... 

.This meaning refers to the spiritual bounties found in the Hereafter

****
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لَیجْنلاِْاوَ هَاروَّْتلا  اوُماقاَ  مْهَُّناَ  وَْلوَ  - 66

مْهِِّبرَ نِْم  مْهِْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  اموَ 

هٌدَصِتَْقُم هٌَّمُا  مْهُْنِم  مْهِِلجُرْاَ  تِحْتَ  نِْموَ  مْهِِقوْفَ  نِْم  اوُلکَلاََ 

نَوُلمَْعیَ ام  ءَاس  مْهُْنِم  رٌیثکَوَ 

And if they had kept up the Turah and the Evangel and what was sent down to . " 66
them from their Lord, they would certainly have had (of the bounties) from above

.them and from beneath their feet

Among them there are people who are moderate, but (as for) many of them, evil is

. " what they do

Commentary: verse 66

If the followers of heavenly Books other than the Holy Qur'ān had submitted to the

Qur'ān, and had not imagined that surrendering to the Qur'ān is the submission of the

Children of Israel to Arabs, and had realized that the prophets' principles of teachings

are all alike, and that having faith in what was revealed after the Turah and Evangel is
a promotion to the higher class of belief not negating the former instructions, then,
besides enjoying of the concerning merits in Hereafter, they would have received

.varieties of bounties in this very world, too

In the preceding holy verse, the function of Faith in the spiritual felicity of the other life

was referred to, but here, in the verse under discussion, its function in the worldly

:prosperity and economic welfare has been stated. The verse says

And if they had kept up the Turah and the Evangel and what was sent down to them " 
from their Lord, they would certainly have had (of the bounties) from above them and

. ... " from beneath their feet

In the previous verse, the words were about the belief of the Jews saying that: " The

hand of Allah is tied up ", while, here, the verse points out that they should refer to the
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heavenly Books and then judge whether the hand of Allah is tied up or not. The reason

that their glory and might
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changed into disgrace and degradation as a retribution, was for that they turned their

.(. backs to the heavenly instructions, not for the restraint of Allah (s.w.t

Among them there are people who are moderate, but (as for) many of them, evil is " ... 
. " what they do

****
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Section 10: The Christian Diviation from the Truth

Point

Truth to be proclaimed at all cost The people of the Gospel do not act up to it

.The errors which the Christians commit

کَِّبَّر نِم  کَْیَلءِإ  لَزِنأُ  آمَ  ِلَب  غّْ لُوسَُّرلا  اهَُّیأَیَ  - 67

سِاَّنلا نَِم  کَمُصِْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ  ُ و  هُتَلاسَرِ تَْغَّلَب  امَفَ  لْعَْفتَ  مَّْل  نءِإو 

نَیرِِفاکَْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هََّللا لاَ  َّنءِإ 

;O' Messenger! convey what has been sent down to you from your Lord . " 67

(; and if you do not, then you have not conveyed His message (at all

and Allah will protect you from the (vice of) people, verily Allah does not guide the

. " unbelieving ones

Commentary: verse 67

.Appointment of the Successor as the Final Point of Prophetic Mission

In this verse, only the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is addressed. It states but his duty. The text of

the verse begins with " O' Messenger! " and continues explicitly and emphatically

:commending him such

; ... " convey what has been sent down to you from your Lord " ... 

Then, for a further emphasis it warns him that if he refrains doing that, (that never

:might he refrain), he has not conveyed His message to people at all. The verse says

(; ... " and if you do not, then you have not conveyed His message (at all " ... 

After that, the revelation consoles the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), as if he was anxious and
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worried about a particular incident, and tells him not to be afraid of people for

:performing this duty. It says

, ... " and Allah will protect you from the (vice of) people " ... 

And, at the end of the verse, as a threat and punishment unto those
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who reject or deny this peculiar message and pertinaciously blaspheme it, the verse

:says

. " Verily Allah does not guide the unbelieving ones " ... 

Truely, what an important subject there existed in the latest months of the Prophet's

life that in the above-mentioned verse the lack of its conveyance has been counted

.equivalent with the lack of messengership wholly

In different books of the scholars of both Sunnite and Shi`ah schools of thought,
there are many authentic traditions recorded to say that the above-mentioned verse

has been revealed at Qadīr-i-Khum about the appointment of the successor for the

(Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the future fate of Islam and Muslims. (1

p: 357

Some of these books, compiled by both main sects of Islams are as follows: A) 1- 1 - 1
Sunan-i-Ibn-Majih, vol. 1, p. 55 2- Al-Fadā'il, by 'Ahmad-Ibn-Hanbal (handwritten) 3-
Khașā’ış-un-Nisa'i, p. 21 4- Al-Kanā wal-'Asmā', by Dūlabi, vol. 2, p. 61 5- Mushkil-ul-
'Athār, by Țahāwi, vol. 2, p. 307 6- Al-'Ighd-ul-Farid, vol. 3, p. 94 7- Al-'Istiab, vol. 2, p. 460
8- Tarikh-i-Baqdad, vol. 7, p. 377 9. Mustadrak-ul-Hakim, vol. 3, p. 110 10- Tarikh-i-
Damishgh, vol. 2, p. 166 11- Tafsir-ul-Hafiz, by Ibn-Kathir, vol. 2, p. 14 B) 1- At-Tarā'if, by

Ibn-Țawūs, p. 140 2- Manāghib, by Ibn-Shahr'āshūb, vol. 29, p. 228 3- The Book of

Salim-Ibn-Ghays, p. 111 4- 'Ikmal-ud-Din, by Ash-Shaykh-us-Şadugh, vol. 1, p. 274 5-
'Ihtijāj, by Tabarsi, p. 663 6- Bihār-ul-'Anwār, vol. 37, p. 181, tradition 68 7- 'Ighbāl-ul-
'Ighbā), p. 663 8- Raudatul-Wa'izin, vol. 1, p. 89 9- ’Al-Yaghin, p. 343 10- Al-'Adad-il-
Ghawiyyah, p. 169 11- 'At-Tahşin, p. 578 12- 'Aş-Şirāt-ul-Mustaghim, vol. 1, p. 301 13- 'Al-
Qadir, by Al-'Allamat-ul-'Amini 14- 'Abaghāt-ul-'Anwār, by Al-'Allāmah Mir-'Hamid

Hussayn Al-Lakhunuy (India) 15- 'Ihghāgh-ul-Hagh, by Ghādi Nurullah, At-Tusturi;

.tens of other books
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Qadīr-i-Khum in Brief

In the last year of the Prophet's life the rites of Hajjat-ul-Widā` were very gloriously

.(. performed at the presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h

In this journey, not only the inhabitants of Medina accompanied the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), but also Muslims of different parts of Arabia took part in the pilgrimage with

.the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to gain a great historical honour and credit

The sun of Arabia was showering heat as fire over mounts and valleys. But the

sweetness of this spiritual journey made everything easy for the pilgrims of Mecca. It

was nearly noon. The land of Juhfeh and, behind it, the hot dry deserts of Qadīr-i-
.Khum were showing themselves from a distance

It was on Thursday in the tenth A.H. (anno Hijira), just eight days after the Day of

.Sacrifice. Suddenly the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ordered halt to the marching caravan

The Prophet's Mu'azzin invited people to noon prayer with a loud voice of ` Allahu-
Akbar '. People became ready for prayer while the weather was so hot that men had

to put one side of their shoulder-mantles on the groumd under their feet and another

.side of it over their heads when establishing prayer

When the noon prayer was established, people were going to go immediately into

their small tents which they were carrying with them to shelter therein. But the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) informed them that everybody should attend to hearken a new

.Divine message. Then he announced that message through a full described sermon

Those people who were standing in a distance from the Prophet
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.p.b.u.h.) to listen to his lecture could not see him from behind the crowd)

Therefore, a pulpit was prepared from the seats used at the back of the camels. The

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) mounting the pulpit praised Allah and sought protection from

:Him. Then he addressed the huge crowd of people and said

Soon I am going to depart from among you by accepting the invitation of Allah. I am " 
.responsible, and you are responsible, too

? " How do you bear witness about me

:The audience shouted saying

We bear witness that certainly you have conveyed (the mission of messengership), " 
advised (the circumstance of benevolence) and strived (to guide us). May, then, Allah

. " reward you goodness

:Then he (p.b.u.h.) questioned

Do you not bear witness to Unity of Allah, my messengership, the rightfulness of the " 
? " Day of Resurrection, and raising the dead on that Day

The crowd answered: " Yes, We confess." The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " O' Lord! Be

." witness

Again, he (p.b.u.h.) said: " O' people! Do you hear me? ... " The audience answered

positively, and then a silence dominated throughout the desert, so that there was

.heard nothing but the sound of the wind

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Now, look how do you treat with these two weighty and

? " worthy things that I leave among you

A voice from among the crowd asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) what those two worthy

.things were

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) immediately said: " The first is the Greater Weight ', the

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2519 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Qur'aËn, whose one end is in Allah's hand and another end is in your hand. Never

abandon it lest you might get astray! The second worthy thing is my progeny, my

Ahlul-Bayt. And verily Allah, the Subtle, the Aware,informed me that never, never, will

these too get separated from each other until they meet me at Heaven. Do not

anticipate them both, because you will be perished; and be not behind-hand of those

." two, for you will beperished, too

At that time, people saw that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was looking round as if he was

looking for someone. As soon as he saw Ali (a.s.), he
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leaned over and took his hand and raised it up so high that the whiteness of their arm-
pits appeared. All the crowd saw him (a.s.) and recognized him that he is the very

ever-victorious officer of Islam. Here, the Prophet's voice became louder and more

:audible when he said

O' people! who is superior (or the Master) among the people to the believers more " 
? " than their own selves

." They said: " Allah and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) know better

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Allah is my master, and I am the master over the

believers, and I am superior to them more than their own selves (my decision is

(." superior to their decision

:Then he (p.b.u.h.) added

To whomever I am the Maulā (the master) this Ali is his Maula (the master)." And he " 
repeated this statememnt three times, or, as some narrators of the traditions have

.cited, he repeated it four times

:After stating this commandment, he looked up towards heaven and prayed, saying

O' Allah! Be You a friend to him who is a friend to him (Ali) and (Be You) as enemy to " 
(. him who is enemy to him (i.e. Ali

Then he (p.b.u.h.) said to the audience: " Beware that all of you who are present

." should communicate this news to those who are absent

The Prophet's sermon was completed while sweat was showering from the faces of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h), Ali (a.s.) and all people there because of the heat. Before

separating the rows of the pilgrims, Rūh-ul-'Amīn (Gobriel) came down and revealed

.(: this holy verse to the Prophet (p.b.u.h

This day have I perfected your religion for you and have I completed My bounties "...
(on you and am pleased your religion to be Islam. ..."(1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2521 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_360_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Allah is the Greatest! Allah is the Greatest upon the

perfection of religion and completion of favour, and the Lord became pleased with my

." messengership and Ali's mastership after me

At this time there arose a sound of pleasure and uproar amongst people, and they

congratulated this position to Ali (a.s.). Two people, out

p: 360
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of those famous ones in the gathering who felicitated Ali (a.s.), were Abu-Bakr and

`Umar. It was at the presence of the crowd when they one after another uttered in
their Arabic tongue: " Bakhkhin bakhkhin laka yabna Abī-Tālib. Asḅahṭa wa amsayta

Moulāee wa Maulā kulle Mu'minin wa Mu'minah " (Hurrah, Hurrah, O' son of Abū-
Tālib! You have now become my Maula (master) and the Maula (master) of every

.( believing man and believing woman

This report is a brief explanation of the Qadīr-i-Khum which has been recorded in the

.scholars' books of both Sunnie and Shi`ites

:An Explanation

All of the Shi`ite commentators basing on Ahlul-Bayt's traditions, and also as some

Sunnite commentators, like Fakhr-i-Rāzī and the author of Almanār have cited that

this verse is related to the mastership (wilāyah) of Ali-ibn Abī-Tạ̄lib and the event in
.Qadiīr-i-Khum

The style of the tone and address of the verse distinguishes this holy verse from the

verses before and after it. It is only in this verse throughout the Qur'ān that the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been threatened due to the concealment of message. It

announces that if he does not convey that message, it is as if what he has conveyed

during all the years of his messengership will be reduced to nothing. Therefore, it

must be noted what an important message it is which has been stated there and in
.that manner

It is a message that , from the point of significance, is equivalent with all the Divine

messages of the whole period of his prophethood and messengership. That message

is the mastership, Imamate, and leadership of Ali-ibn-Abī-Talīb (a.s.) from the side of

.Allah

****

O' Lord! accept us and our children among the true followers of Imam Ali (a.s.) and his

.progeny (a.s.), and cause us all to be mustered with them on the Day of Resurrection
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****
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بِاتکِْلا لَهْاَای  لُْق  - 68

لَیجْنلاِْاوَ هَاروَّْتلا  اومُیقُت  یّتحَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش یلعَ  مُْتسَْل 

مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  مکُْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  اموَ 

ارًْفکُوَ اًنایْغطُ  کَِّبرَ  نِْم  کَْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  ام  مْهُْنِم  ارًیثکَ  َّندَیزیََلوَ 

نَیرِفاکْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  سَأْتَ  لافَ 

Say: ` O' People of the Book you follow naught (no true religion) till you keep up . " 68
;the Turah and the Evangel and what has been sent down unto you from your Lord

and surely that which has been sent down to you from your Lord (the Qur'ān) shall

.increase many of them in insolence and infidelity

." So do not grieve for the unbelieving ones

Commentary: verse 68

It is necessary to believe in all the heavenly Books, and a mere claim of belief is not

sufficient. Practice and establishment of action for Faith is indispensable. Thus, the

.person who does not practise his Faith has no religion

The personality and value of individuals is estimated by the level of their action on the

.religious duties

Infidelity and obstinacy of persons do not harm the Islamic system and ideology, but

.they themselves incur its harm. Allah is the protector of the religion

Say: ` O' People of the Book you follow naught (no true religion) till you keep up the " 
;Turah and the Evangel and what has been sent down unto you from your Lord

and surely that which has been sent down to you from your Lord (the Qur'ān) shall

.increase many of them in insolence and infidelity

." So do not grieve for the unbelieving ones
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It is evident, of course, that the content meaning of this verse is not
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allocated to the Jews. If the Muslims suffice only to the claim of Islam, too, and do not

establish the prophets' principles of training, and their own heavenly Book in

particular, they will have neither any rank and value with Allah nor in their own

.personal and social life. So, they will always be helpless, inferior and defeated

****
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يراصّنلاوَ نَوئِباصّلاوَ  اودُاه  نَیذَّلاوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 69

احًِلاص لَمِعَوَ  رِخِلاْا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَمَا  نْمَ 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  لاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  لافَ 

Verily those who believed, and those of the Jews and the Sabians and the . " 69
,Christians, whoever believed in Allah and the Last Day

." and worked righteousness no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve

Commentary: verse 69

Point

The verse relates to the Faith and the deeds of the followers of those religions

mentioned in the verse at their own concerning times. Then, with the advent of a new

religion, they should believe in the new Divine law, else the appointment of the

successive prophets seems useless. Then, either of the Jews, the Christians, and

others should believe in Islam like Muslims and act righteously. It is in that case that

.they will have no fear nor any grief

Verily those who believed, and those of the Jews and the Sabians and the Christians, " 
whoever believed in Allah and the Last Day, and worked righteousness no fear shall

." be upon them, nor shall they grieve

All the heavenly religions prove that the criterion of felicity is both ` Faith and

.righteous deed ', not the bare claims and names or slogans

Thus, Faith is not separate from action; and tranquility and security are found due to

.them both

:Explanation

?What is the Objective Meaning of the Sabians
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Some commentators have said that they are a group of people whose religion has

been taken from those of the Jews and Christians. Some others have said that they

believe in Noah (a.s.) and do not believe in all prophets after him. But, as Imam Ridā

(a.s.) has said, the Sabians are
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some formerly worshippers who repented and believed in both `The Origin

(and the End ', and did righteous deeds, too. (1

****
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Tafsir-i-Atyab-ul-Bayan 1 - 1
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لَیئا رسِْا  ینَب  قَاثیم  انذْخَاَ  دْقََل  - 70

مْهُسُفُناَ يوهْتَلا  امِب  لٌوسُرَ  مْهُءَاج  امَّلکُ  لاًسُرُ  مْهِْیَلِا  انْلسَرْاَوَ 

نَوُلُتْقیَ اقًیرفَوَ  اوُبَّذکَ  اقًیرفَ 

Certainly We took a covenant from the Children of Israel and We sent . " 70
messengers to them. Whenever there came to them a messenger with what their

souls did not desire, some of them they would deny and some (of them) they would

." slay

Commentary: verse 70

In Sura Al-Baqarah No. 2 and at the beginning of this current Sura, Al-Mā'idah, there is
a hint to the firm covenant that Allah has taken from the Children of Israel. In the

above verse, too, this covenant is referred to again. It implies that Allah took covenant

from the Children of Israel to do according to what He sent down. And, He appointed

some messengers for them to guide them and to demand the fulfilment of this

:covenant from them. It says

Certainly We took a covenant from the Children of Israel and We sent messengers " 
. ..." to them

Then the verse continues implying that they not only did not do upon this covenant

but also whenever a messenger brought a Divine commandment to them which

contrasted their wishes and low desires, they committed the worst and the strongest

struggle against him. They denied some of these prophets, while they killed those

:prophets whose influence they could not hinder. It says

Whenever there came to them a messenger with what their souls did not desire, "... 
." some of them they would deny and some (of them) they would slay

****
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اوُّمصَوَ اومُعَفَ  هٌنَْتِف  نَوکُتَ  لاّاَ  اوُبسِحَوَ  - 71

مْهُْنِم رٌیثکَ  اوُّمصَوَ  اومُعَ  َّمُث  مْهِْیلَعَ  هُّللا  بَات  َّمُث 

نَوُلمَْعیَ امِب  رٌیصَب  هُّللاوَ 

And they (the Jews) imagined that there would be no affliction, so they became . " 71
blind and deaf (unto the Truth); then Allah turned to them mercifully; but again many

." of them became blind and deaf; and Allah sees what they do

Commentary: verse 71

In this verse, the vain pride of the Jews is referred to, with those plenty treacheries

:and violences that they had. The verse says

, ..." And they (the Jews) imagined that there would be no affliction " 

As this meaning has been pointed out in other verses, the Jews considered

themselves a superior race, and they remarked that they were the Children of Allah.
Finally, this dangerous pride and self-admiration, like a curtain, covered them over

their eyes and ears. So, as a result of it, they became blind for seeing the signs of Allah

:and, as a deaf, they did not hear the words of right. The verse says

(; ..." so they became blind and deaf (unto the Truth "... 

But, when they saw some samples of the punishments of Allah, and felt the evil fate of

their own deeds, they regreted. They, then, repented, because they realized that the

divine threats were serious and that they were not a superior race. It was at that

:circumstance that Allah accepted their repentance. It says

; ..." then Allah turned to them mercifully "...

But this recognition and regretfulness did not last long. They again began to be

disobedient, violent, obstinate and heedless to the right and justice. Therefore, the

curtains of negligence, which is the result of committing sins, were put over their eyes

and ears, so that they became blind again for seeing the signs of truth and deaf again
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.for hearing the words of truth. This status enveloped many of them
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; ..." but again many of them became blind and deaf "...

And, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān, in a short but expressive phrase, implies that

:never Allah is heedless of their deeds and He sees all the things that they do. It says

." and Allah sees what they do "... 

****

p: 368

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2534 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


وَهُ هَّللا  َّنِا  اوُلاق  نَیذَّلا  رَفَکَ  دْقََل  - 72

مْکَُّبرَوَ یّبرَ  هَّللا  اودُُبعْا  لَیئا  رسِْا  ینَبای  حُیسمَْلا  لَاقوَ  مَیَرْمَ  نُْبا  حُیسمَْلا 

هََّنجَْلا هِْیلَعَ  هُّللا  مََّرحَ  دْقَفَ  هِّللاِب  كْرِشُْی  نْمَ  هَُّنِا 

رُاّنلا هُاوأْمَوَ 

رٍاصْناَ نِْم  نَیمِلاظّلِل  اموَ 

,Certainly they are infidels who say: ` Verily Allah, He is the Messiah . " 72

!son of Mary;' and the Messiah (himself) said: ` O' Children of Israel

worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. Verily whoever associates anything with Allah,
,then Allah has forbidden to him the Paradise and his abode is the Fire

 '." and there shall be no helpers for the unjust

Commentary: verse 72

Following the discussions upon the aberrations of the Jews, which were delivered in
the former verses, in this verse and the verses next to it, the words are about the

deviations of the Christians. At first, it begins with the greatest swerve of Christianity,
:i.e. Godship of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. It says

;'..." Certainly they are infidels who say: ` Verily Allah, He is the Messiah, son of Mary " 

They say so while Jesus (a.s.) himself vividly told the Children of Israel to worship

:Allah, their Lord. The verse says

!and the Messiah (himself) said: ` O' Children of Israel "... 

, ..." worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord

Also, for an emphasis on this subject, and in order to prevent any ambiguity and fault,
:the words of Jesus continue adding
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Verily whoever associates anything with Allah, then Allah has forbidden to him the "...
Paradise and
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, ..." his abode is the Fire

And again, for a further emphasis and confirming this fact that polytheism and

:extremism is a kind of manifest wrongdoing, they were told such

 '." and there shall be no helpers for the unjust "...

What is found in the above-mentioned verse regarding the Messiah (a.s.) persisting

on the theme of theism,(1) is a subject matter which also adapts to the existing

sources of Christianity.(2) This very matter is counted among the evidences for the

.significance of the Qur'ān

****

p: 370

Mark, Chapter 12, No. 29, indicates Jesus invites people to theism and says:"... O 1 - 1
." Isreal; the Lord our God is one Lord

Matthew, Chapter 6, No. 24 is also like that. It speaks about one God 2 - 2
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اوُلاق نَیذَّلا  رَفَکَ  دْقََل  - 73

اوهُتَْنیَ مَْل  نِْاوَ  دٌحِا  هٌلِا و  لاِّا  هٍلِا  نِْم  اموَ  هٍَثلاَث  ثُِلاث  هَّللا  َّنِا 

اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  َّنَّسمَیََل  نَوُلوقُیَ  امّعَ 

مٌیلاَ بٌا  ذعَ  مْهُْنِم 

,' Certainly they disbelieve who say: ` Verily Allah is the third of the three . " 73

while there is no god save the One God; and if they desist not from what they say, a
." painful chastisement shall befall those among them who disbelieve

Commentary: verse 73

This fact should be noted that what was referred to in the previous verse was the

subject of extremism and unity with Allah. But, in this verse, the Qur'ān points to the

plurality of gods from the view point of the Christians, viz. threefoldness in Divine

:Unity. It says

,'..." Certainly they disbelieve who say: ` Verily Allah is the third of the three " 

:In answer to them the Qur'ān decisively says

; ..." while there is no god save the One God "... 

:Then, the Qur'ān, with a strong and severe tone, emphatically warns them

and if they desist not from what they say, a painful chastisement shall befall those "... 
." among them who disbelieve

****
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هَُنورُفِْغتَسْیَوَ هِّللا  یَلِا  نَوُبوُتیَ  لافَاَ  - 74

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ 

?Will they not then turn to Allah and ask forgiveness of Him . " 74

." And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 74

This holy verse contains significance to the fact that perverted beliefs should be

.repented of

The deviated persons from the straight path should be invited to the right path

through the statement of the divine forgiveness and mercy. It can be done by saying

.that Allah both forgives and bestows His mercy on the servants

:The verse says

?Will they not then turn to Allah and ask forgiveness of Him " 

." And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

****
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لُسُُّرلا هِِلْبقَ  نِْم  تْلَخَ  دْقَ  لٌوسُرَ  لاِّا  مَیَرْمَ  نُْبا  حُیسمَْلا  امَ  - 75

ِیبَُن نُّ فَْیکَ  رْظُْنا  مَاعَّطلا  نِلاکُأْیَ  اناک  هٌقَیدّصِ  هُُّمُاوَ 

نَوکُفَؤُْی یّناَ  رْظُْنا  َّمُث  تِایلاْا  مُهَُل 

The Messiah, son of Mary, is but a messenger (that) messengers (the like of . " 75
whom) have passed away before him, and his mother was a truthful woman; they

both used to eat food. See how We make the Signs clear for them (people), and see

(." how they are turned away (from the truth

Commentary: verse 75

.Allah introduces three reasons in this verse which prove that Messiah (a.s.) is not God

.He (a.s.) has been born and he (a.s.) is son of Mary - 1

.There have been some prophets like him, too, and he is not matchless - 2

The Messiah, son of Mary, is but a messenger (that) messengers (the like of whom) " 
, ..." have passed away before him

Like anybody else, he is in need of food and other necessities, and he gains his - 3
strength from food. Therefore he does not possess an absolute power to be God.

.Whoever needs food cannot be the creator of the food

.These are clear statements of the holy Qur'ān that people understand

However, having some privileges, such as miracles and exceptions, do not prove

divinity for a person. Other prophets worked miracles, too. Or, Adam had not parents,
.either

. ..." and his mother was a truthful woman; they both used to eat food "... 

.Allah (s.w.t.) is neither material, nor born, nor necessitous, and He has no place

See how We make the Signs clear for them (people), and see how they are turned "... 
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(." away (from the truth

By the way, Mary is one of God's saints. The Qur'ān honours women and counts Mary

` a truthful woman '. In another verse of the Qur'ān, it is said that Mary testified

Allah's word and she was of the
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obedient ones: " ...and she testified the truth of the words of her Lord, and His

(Scriptures and she was of the obedient ones."(1

****
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Sura Al-Tahrim, No. 66, verse 12 1 - 1
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هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  نَودُُبْعتَاَ  لُْق  - 76

هُّللاوَ اعًْفَن  لاوَ  ارضَ  مْکَُل  کُِلمْیَ  ام لا 

مُیلعَْلا عُیمَّسلا  وَهُ 

Say: ` Do you worship besides Allah that which possesses for you neither harm . " 76
." nor profit? And Allah He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 76

Point

To complete the former reasonings about Jesus, the Qur'ān in this verse remarks to

the Christians that they knew that the Messiah was fully in need of what a human

being needs. He was not even the possessor of his own harm and his own profit, then

:how could he be the possessor of their harm and profit? It says

Say: ` Do you worship besides Allah that which possesses for you neither harm nor " 
? ..." profit

That was why Jesus was captured many times by his enemies, or that his friends

were involved in some inflictions. So, had not been the Grace of Allah, he (a.s.) could

.have done nothing

And, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān warns them not to imagine that Allah does not

hear their vain words, or He is not aware of their inside, because He is both Hearing

:and Knowing. The verse says

." And Allah He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing "... 

:Explanations

For realizing that the path of polytheism is invalid, refer to your own human intellect - 1
.and sensibility
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Except Allah, other gods are incapable even of hearing and knowing your - 2
.necessities; much less of supplying them

****
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قِّحَْلا رَْیغَ  مْکُِنید  یف  اوُلْغتَ  بِاتکِْلا لا  لَهْاَای  لُْق  - 77

ارًیثکَ اوُّلضَاَوَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  اوُّلضَ  دْقَ  مٍوْقَ  ءَاوهْاَ  اوعُِبَّتتَ  لاوَ 

لِیبَّسلا ءِاوسَ  نْعَ  اوُّلضَوَ 

Say: ` O' People of the Book! do not exaggerate in your religion other than the . " 77
truth, and do not follow the vain desires of the people who had gone astray aforetime,

." and led many astray, and went astray from the right path

Commentary: verse 77

In this verse following the manifestation of the fault of the people of the Book in the

field of exaggeration about Divine prophets, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded

to invite them, with clear reasonings that they formally return from this way. The

:verse says

,Say: ` O' People of the Book! do not exaggerate in your religion other than the truth " 
..."

The exaggeration of the Christians is clear, of course, but the exaggeration of the

Jews, who are also involved in those whom the Qur'ān addresses to by the phrase: "
O' People of the Book! ", is probably a hint to the statement they said about prophet

.Ezra (a.s.) and considered him the son of Allah

And, since the origin of exaggeration is often following the vain desires of the

:misguided ones, to complete this meaning, the verse continues saying

and do not follow the vain desires of the people who had gone astray aforetime, "...
." and led many astray, and went astray from the right path

This phrase points to the fact that this meaning is recorded in the history of the

Christianity, too. The idea of trinity and exaggeration about Jesus (a.s.) was not mainly

found among them in the early centuries of the Christianity. When the Indian

Idolaters, and the like, joined the religion of Christ, they added something from the
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.remaining belief of the former creed, viz. trinity and polytheism, to the Christianity

****
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Section 11: Christian nearness to Islam

Point

The Israelites cursed by David and Jesus for their disobedience and exceeding the

limits

Jews' enmity and the Christian friendship of the Muslims The pious ones among

.the Christian priests and monks

نِاسِل یلعَ  لَیئا  رسِْا  ینَب  نِْم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  نَعُِل  - 78

ْاوصَعَ امِب  کَِل  مَیَرْمَ ذ  نِْبا  یسَیعوَ  دَووُا  د 

نَودُتَْعیَ اوُناکوَ 

Those who disbelieved from among the Children of Israel were cursed by the . " 78
tongue of David, and of Jesus, son of Mary, that was because they disobeyed and

." used to transgress

Commentary: verse 78

Hadrat David (a.s.) cursed the Israelites for their offence and violation regarding to

holiday on Saturday. And Hadrat Jesus (a.s.) cursed them, too, for the reason that the

Children of Israel, in order to assure their hearts, asked for heavenly food, which was

descended by Allah as a result of Jesus's supplication. They ate it but they disbelieved

.again

:Therefore, they incurred the wrath and punishment of Allah. The holy verse says

Those who disbelieved from among the Children of Israel were cursed by the " 
tongue of David, and of Jesus, son of Mary, that was because they disobeyed and

." used to transgress

****
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اوُناک ام  سَْئِبَل  هُوُلعَفَ  رٍکَْنُم  نْعَ  نَوْهَانتَیَ  اوُناک لا  - 79

نَوُلعَْفیَ

.They used not to restrain each other from any dishonour they committed . " 79

! " Certainly evil was that which they were doing

Commentary: verse 79

The curses of David (a.s.) and Jesus (a.s.) unto the Children of Israel was for the

:reason that they disobeyed and transgressed. It was also because

.They used not to restrain each other from any dishonour they committed " 

! " Certainly evil was that which they were doing

It is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: " They (the good people of the Children

of Israel) did not take part in the (sinful) activities and meetings, but when they saw

(them (the sinners) they met them with smile to their faces, and association."(1

.So, the person who is careless toward corruption is cursed by the prophets

The deed of ` forbidding from doing evil ' is not allocated to the religion of Islam, but it
.had existed in all divine religions

In the community of the Israelites, mischief had commonly been committed. Then,
.(. they were cursed by Allah (s.w.t.) and the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

****
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اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  نَوَّْلوَتَیَ  مْهُْنِم  ارًیثکَ  يرتَ  - 80

مْهِْیلَعَ هُّللا  طَخِسَ  نْاَ  مْهُسُفُناَ  مْهَُل  تْمََّدقَ  ام  سَْئِبَل 

نَودُِلاخ مْهُ  بِا  ذعَْلا  یِفوَ 

.You see many of them making friends with those who disbelieve . " 80

Surely evil is that which their selves send before for them (as their storage in the

." Hereafter), and Allah's wrath is on them, and in the chastisement shall they abide

Commentary: verse 80

In this verse, another evidence upon the behaviour of the Israelites is suggested as a
cause that they were cursed for. The Children of Israel make friends and mastership

.with the disbelievers

So, the acceptance of the mastership of infidels is a cause for bringing forth the wrath

.(. of Allah (s.w.t

:The verse says

.You see many of them making friends with those who disbelieve " 

Surely evil is that which their selves send before for them (as their storage in the

." Hereafter), and Allah's wrath is on them, and in the chastisement shall they abide

****
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هِْیَلِا لَزِْنُا  اموَ  یِِّبَّنلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  اوُناک  وَْلوَ  - 81

َّنکِلوَ ءَایِلوْاَ  مْهُوذُخََّتا  امَ 

نَوقُسِاف مْهُْنِم  ارًیثکَ 

And if they had believed in Allah and the Prophet and what was sent down to him, . " 81
." they would not have taken them for friends, but most of them are evil-doers

Commentary: verse 81

There may be several extentions for the content of this verse. Among them are the

:followings

A. If the Jews had really believed in Moses (a.s.) and his Turah, they would never have

(appointed pagans as their masters. (Tafsīr 'Ālūsī

B. If infidels and polytheists became Muslims, the Jews would not cooperate with

(them. (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān

C. If the People of the Book, or the hypocrites, or the Muslims believed truely in Allah

and the Messenger, they would not appoint pagans as their masters. The reason of it
is that Faith does not adapt to infidelity. It is corruption and disbelief that cause them

.to accept the domination of pagans

And, generally, whoever violates the bounds of Allah will be a prey of Tāqūts (deities)
.and disbelievers

:The verse says

And if they had believed in Allah and the Prophet and what was sent down to him, " 
." they would not have taken them for friends, but most of them are evil-doers

****
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هًوَا دعَ  سِاّنلا  َّدشَاَ  َّندَجِتََل  - 82

اوکُرَشْاَ نَیذَّلاوَ  دَوهُیَْلا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلِل 

يراصَن اّنِا  اوُلاق  نَیذَّلا  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلِل  هًَّدوَمَ  مْهَُبرَْقاَ  َّندَجِتََلوَ 

اًنابهْرُوَ نَیسیسِّق  مْهُْنِم  َّناَِب  کَِل  ذ 

نَورُِبکْتَسْیَ مْهَُّناَوَ لا 

Certainly you will find the most hostile of people to those who believe are the . " 82
;Jews and pagans

and you will certainly find the nearest of them in affection to those who believe are

.' those who say: ` We are Christians

That is because there are among them priests and monks and because they do not

." behave proudly

Commentary: verse 82

The good treatment of Najāshī, the king of Abyssinia, and the Christians of that

country unto the emigrated Muslims has been cited upon the occasion of revelation of

.this verse

In the fifth year after the appointment of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to his mission, a group

of Muslims under the management of Ja`far-ibn-'Abī-Tạ̄lib emigrated from Mecca to

Abyssinia and became secured from the harm and hurt of the pagans of Mecca with

the support of Najāshī. They were secured from the harm of the agents of the pagans

there, too. The Jews, even with seeing those abundant miracles and also the good

temper of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), did not believe in Islam. They participated in plots

against Muslims. They did breach promises and made mischief, while some Christian

bishops in Abyssinia shed tears when they heard the verses of Sura Maryam and

.adhered those Muslims who were there

Thus, the Jews are the most obstinate enemies of Islam, and their hostility against
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.Muslims has an ancient and deep root

But, the Christians, although wrongly believe in trinity, a deviated
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creed, are more receptive to accept the truth because of the sounder mind they have.
They are not of the people of plotting, especially the intellectuallities and the

.preachers among them

:The verse says

Certainly you will find the most hostile of people to those who believe are the Jews " 
and pagans; and you will certainly find the nearest of them in affection to those who

.' believe are those who say: ` We are Christians

That is because there are among them priests and monks and because they do not

." behave proudly

****

The end of part six
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لِوسَُّرلا یَلِا  لَزِْنُا  ام  اوعُمِسَ  ذِاوَ ا  - 83

قِّحَْلا نَِم  اوُفرَعَ  امِّم  عِْمَّدلا  نَِم  ضُیفتَ  مْهُنَُیعْاَ  يرتَ 

نَیدهِاشّلا عَمَ  انْبُتکْافَ  اّنمَا  انَّبرَ  نَوُلوقُیَ 

,And when they hear what has been sent down to the Messenger . " 83

you see their eyes overflowing with tears because of what they recognize of the

,Truth. They say: ` Our Lord! we believe

(." so write us down with the witnesses (of Truth

Commentary: verse 83

One of the examples of the Christians' shedding tears is when Ja`far-ibn-'Abī-Tạ̄lib

recited the verses of Sura Maryam for Najashī in Abyssinia. Another example is also

when a group of the Christians, accompanying with Ja`far, came into Medina and

.heard the holy verses of Sura Yāsīn

And when they hear what has been sent down to the Messenger, you see their eyes " 
overflowing with tears because of what they recognize of the Truth. They say: ` Our

(." Lord! we believe, so write us down with the witnesses (of Truth

Therefore, as soon as the heartily receptive persons hear the Truth, they will be

.touched at heart, but the blockhead ones do not move even by seeing it

The spirit and nature of man is charmed by the Truth. Then, when he reaches his

.beloved, he sheds the tears of joy

However, believers should offer a petition for the continuation of their belief and

.having a good end

****

p: 383

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2555 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


قِّحَْلا نَِم  انءَاج  اموَ  هِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْن  انَل لا  اموَ  - 84

نَیحِلاصّلا مِوْقَْلا  عَمَ  انُّبرَ  انلَخِدُْی  نْاَ  عُمَطَْنوَ 

هُّللا مُهَُباثأَفَ  - 85

اهیف نَیدِلاخ  رُاهْنلاَْا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ  تٍاّنجَ  اوُلاق  امِب 

نَینسِحْمُْلا ءُا  زجَ  کَِل  ذوَ 

انِتایاِب اوُبَّذکَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 86

مِیحجَْلا بُاحصْاَ  کَِئلوُْا 

And what (reason) have we that we should not believe in Allah and in the Truth . " 84
that has come to us, while we long for our Lord should cause us to enter (the Heaven)

." with the righteous ones

Therefore Allah has rewarded them for what they said Gardens beneath which . " 85
rivers flow, wherein shall they abide forever, and that is the reward of the doers of

." good

And (as for) those who disbelieve and deny Our Signs, these are the inhabitants . " 86
." of the Hell

Commentary: verses 84-86

Those who, after recognizing the right, bravely and explicitly confess it with

truthfulness in action, and do not fear of the atmosphere and co-religionists, are

among the best righteous ones. The reason of it is that they have done good to

themselves and have saved themselves from the chastisement of Hell Fire, and, by

.their confession, they have paved the path for others both

Thus, the reward of Faith is Heaven, and the retribution of disbelief and rejection is
.Hell

In the meantime, the objective meaning of the Arabic word /al-hạqq/ (the Truth),
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mentioned in the verse, is: the Qur'ān, Islam, and the holy peronality of the Prophet

.(. (p.b.u.h
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will be rewarded - 102 - 

Hubal , an idol - 147

Hūd, the prophet - 226 , 228

Hudybiyyah - 142 , 143 , 250

Huting-dogs - 258 , 259

Hypocrisy - 347

Hypocrites : 117 , 119 , 203 , 334 , 347

do not believe in Allah and His magnificent promises - 200 - 

friendship of - 205 - 

spreading gossips is a weapon of - 110 - 
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sway between this and that - 202 - 

will have a painful chastisement - 194 - 

their abode is in the lowest stage of Hell - 205 - 

their apology is not done truthfully - 84 - 

their effort is useless - 84 - 

I

Iblīs - 169

Ibn-Abbās - 101 , 147 , 337 , 347 , 348

Ibn-Abil-`ujā - 70

Ibn-Mas`ūd - 47

Imam Ali (a.s.) - 349 , 360
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Imam Bāgir - 136

Imam Hassan - 114 , 192

Imam Husayn - 192

Imam Ridā - 235

Infidelity - 123 , 134 , 136 , 141 , 211 , 217 , 218 , 224 , 262

 : Inheritance

for relatives - 33 - 

the amount of - 241 - 

Injustice toward people returns to our own selves - 156

Intercession - the extention of - 113

Intercessors before Allah are effective - 86

Invocations have been answered by Allah - 98

Iranians are the other people - 186

Ismael - 343

Issac - 343

J

Jābir-ibn-`Abdillah - 337

Jābir-ibn-`Abdillah - Ansārī - 240

Jacob - 226

Ja`far-ibn-Abī-Tālib - 381 , 383
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Jāmi`ah , Supplication - 239

Jathlīq - 235

Jesus (a.s.) - 219 , 220 , 221 , 233 , 235 , 324 , 369 , 375 , 377

The Jews : 210 , 215 , 216 , 220 , 221 , 225 , 332, 333 , 338 , 348 , 351 , 363 , 364

claimed as the progeny of Abraham - 67 - 

considered themselves a superior race and the children of the Lord - 62 - 

The learned men of - 228 - 

perverted the word of the revelation into a disgrace meaning - 56 - 

prostrated before idols - 63 , 64 , 65 - 

Jihād - 130

Joseph - 226
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Judaism - 321

Juhfah - 358

 : Justice

in Islam - 72 - 

Social - 188 - 

K

Ka`bah - 72 , 253 , 308

Ka`b-ibn-`Ashraf - 78

Karbalā - 192

Khālid-ibn-walīd - 143

Kharijites - 192

Kūfa - 192

L

Lawful hunting - 258 , 299

Learned men of the Jews - 328

List of great sins - 30

Lot, an idol - 226

M

Mahdī (a.s.) - 221 , 222 , 273

Manslaughter - 126
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Maqāzī - 127

Mastership : 123

has a close connection with Islamic jurisprudence - 111 - 

of infidels, as well as friendship , is forbidden for Muslims - 331 - 

of other than Allah - 162 - 

Marriage with the People of the Book - 260 , 261 , 262
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Marrying she-slaves and its conditions - 19

Mary - 218 , 233 , 373

Meat should be consumed moderately

Mecca - 101 , 117 , 123 , 125 , 134 , 142 , 165 , 381

Medina - 112 , 117 , 125 , 134 , 358

Mesopotamia - 192

Messenger of Allah - 107 , 304 , 305 , 337

Messiah - 369 , 373 , 375

Moses - 226

The interlocator of Allah - 228 - 

Mount `Uhud - 147

Mufradāt Rāqib - 140 , 327

Munājāt-sha`bāniyyah - 195

Murdas, the Jew - 129

Murder of a believer - 125

Muslim-ibn-`Aghīl - 192

N

Najāshī , the good treatment of - 381

New-Testament - 247

 : Non-Muslims
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in captivity are counted divorced - 17 - 

marrying them - 261 - 

referring to , for interior discord, is forbidden for Muslims - 79 - 

refuging to is the sign of sickness of the heart - 333 - 

scholars of - 96 - 

treating toward is necessary to be on justice - 150 - 

Nubān - 92

O

 : Obedience

advantages of - 88 - 

of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) is not separate from that of Allah - 106 - 
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Old testament - 227 , 247

Oppressed , the definition - 136

Orthodox Caliphs - 273

P

Paradise : 32 , 353

Wherein are pure spouses for the believers - 71 - 

,The People of the Book - 172 , 221 , 231 , 323 , 260 , 261 , 262 , 342 , 343 , 344, 345

353 , 346

The People of Sabbath - 58

Persia - 186

Plurality of gods - 371

Polytheism is an earnest disease - 164

 : Prayer

a commandment - 145 - 

a few legal ordinances - 52 - 

of fear 145 - 

Is the feature and the sample of the religion - 342 - 

 : Prayers

can incver be stopped of establishing - 141 - 

in the form of congragation 143 - 
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the importance of - 145 - 

Promise should be fulfilled even after one's death - 34

Prophets are sympathetic - 316

Psalms of Divid, contains 150 chapters - 227

Q

Qadir-i-Khum : - 266 , 337 , 357 , 358 , 361

in brief - 358 - 

and books of Sunni and Shī`ah - 357 , 358 - 

Qalāt - 233
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Qualities of hypocrites - 198

Qubā - 127

 : The Qurān

ever remaining miracle of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) - 109

is the word of Allah , not taught by a mortal - 109 - 

Quraysh and idolatry - 66

R

 : Reconciliation

causes the unconscious negligence be forgiven - 181 - 

the verse of - 179 - 

Repentence : 352

can take a person to the exalted Heaven - 206 - 

is accepted by Allah especially when setting an intercessor - 86 - 

Resurrection : 116

will be bodily - 70 - 

Retaliation - 127 , 209 , 321 , 323

 : Rights of

Allah - 42 - 

parents - 40 - 

slaves - 20 , 42 - 
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Rūh-ul-Amīn - 360

Rūh-ul-Ghudus, Holy Spirit - 235

S

Sabbath - 215

Sabians - 364

Sacred-House (Mosque) - 249 , 250 , 377

its key holding - 72 - 

Sālih ̣- 226

Salmān Farsī was told that Iranians are the other people - 186
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:Satan

has sworn - 167 - 

promises delusion - 171 - 

Saving a life is equal to saving all - 303

Seeking assistance through Human affections - 97

Sexual liberty - 24

Shabth-ibn-Rib`ī - 192

Shu`ayb - 226

Signs of a true believer - 88

A single commandment - 112

 : Slaves

their dowry - 20 - 

their rights - 20 , 142 - 

when impiety, their punishment is half - 20 - 

Slaying a human being is equal to slaying all - 301

Spies - 120

Sunan-i-Bīhaqī - 309

Sunan-i-Dāramī - 309

T

Taqūt, (tyrants) - 251
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Temporary marriage - 18

Theism - 370

Thilkafl - 226

Those charged with authority - 75

Those firmly rooted in knowledge - 225

:Traditions

.(: The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

Appointed Hadrat Ali (a.s.) - 359 - 

believed in all Divine prophets - 343 - 

besprinkled Jābir as a remedy - 240 - 

Cain is responsible of any blood shed unjustly - 300 - 
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Iranians are the other people - 186 - 

there are 12 vicegerents after him (p.b.u.h.), the first of whom is - 

Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib

to slander a believer causes the committer to be set in Fire on the Day of - 

Resurrection - 157

the worst kind of larceny - 313 - 

.(: Imam Ali (a.s

the most beloved verses to him - 60 - 

the pious are those who whenever are praised, they awe - 61 - 

the trainer of this community - 321 - 

.( : Imam Bāqir (a.s

cited about the oppressed who have no religious obligation - 136 - 

.( : Imam Sādiq (a.s

a commentary upon verse 54 from Sura An-Nisā' - 68 - 

a commentary upon verse 56 from Sura An-Nisā' - 70 - 

an explanation upon Cain and his brother's corpse - 300 - 

the definition of a false diely - 79 - 

doubt about the deeds of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) causes disbelief - 87 - 

fulfilment of agreements with the sinners is necessary - 247 - 

 - good people of the Children of Israel did not take part in sinful activities - 
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278

An Imam from Ahlul-Bayt is a witness over people - 48 - 

the importance of deposit - 73 - 

upon Rabbānīyūn - 321 - 

Al-Qur'ān is the covenant of Allah unto His people - 247 - 

 : Imam Ridā

An explanation about Sābians - 364 - 

the qualities of Jesus - 235 - 

Transformation into the shape of monkeys - 58

Treaties should be respected - 121

Trinity - 235 , 245 , 371

Turah - 213 , 223 , 224 , 247 , 320 , 324 , 354

p: 400

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2589 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


U

Uday-ibn-Hātam - 258`

Uhud, Mount - 147`

Umayid Caliphs - 273

Ummah of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) - 150 , 151

Umm-us-Salamah - 31

Umrah - 308

Unity of Allah - 117

Usūl-i-Kāfī - 305'

Uthmān-ibn-Talhah, the key holder of Ka`bah - 72

Usury is prohibited in the Turah - 224

Uzayr - 226`

V

Veneral desires of man and renunciation - 180

W

Wafā'-ul-Wafā - 309

Walliy - 337 , 388

Witness in Hereafter and their sorts - 47 , 48

Women and Holy struggle - 31

Wrong-doers and the gate of returning - 314
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Y

Yahyā (John) - 226

Ya`qūb (Jacob) - 226

Yasa` - 226

Yāsir (`Ammār) - 337
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Yazīd's troop - 192

Yūsuf - 226

Z

Zabūr - 226 , 227

Zakaria (Zachariah) - 226

Zayd-ul-Khayr - 258

Zilqa`dah - 112

Zubayr-ibn-`Awān

Zul-Hijjah - 256
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Verses of the Quran and traditions

میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

اًروُن مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای 

هیآ 174) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the " 
Qur'ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy

(Qur'ān 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 15  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکِّْذلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it " 
((from corruption)." (Holy Qur'ān 15: 9

مَوْیَ هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

هیآ 124) هط 02  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'ān), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Qur'ān 20: 124

هیآ 82) ءارسا 17  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِارقُْلا  نَِم  لُِّزنَُن  وَ 

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a healing and a " 
(mercy to those who believe...", (Holy Qur'ān 17: 82
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A Presentation to Muslims

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

: یلاعتَ هّللا  لَاق   " مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُا  لوسَُّرلا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  هّللا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای  " 

هیلآ 59 ءاسنلا 4- هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and " 

(those charged with authority among you..." (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

.( Those charged with authority' are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s )`

,and, at the time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned

.( pious, and just, should be referred to

هِّللا لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّرا  - صْنلاَْا هِّللادِْبعَ  نِْبرِِباج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحَ  یف  نِیدّلا   ِ لِمکِْا یِف 

وَ رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَِیذَّلا  رِْملاَْاوُلوُا  نْمَفَ  هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ 

نُْب دُِّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِْیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث  بٍِلاطیباَ ،  ُ نُب  ُّ یُلعَ مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب  نِْم  نَیمِلسْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ 

نُْب رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاَّصلا  َّمُث  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنِم  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباجَ ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  ٍّیلعَ 

، ٍّیِلعَ نُْب  نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍَّمحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  ٍّیِلعَ ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ،

هُرُکْذِ یلاعتَ  هُّللا  حُتَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نِْب   ِ نِسحَْلا نُْبا  هِدِابعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّللا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسَ وَ  َّمُث 

یلَعَ اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئآیِلواَ  هِِتعَیش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اهَبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْلاَْا وَ  قَرِاشَمَ  هِْیدَیَ  یلَعَ 

یف هِِب  عُافِتْنلاِْاَ  هِِتعَیشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج : لَاق  .نِامیلاِْل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  -لْ  هَفَ هِّللا 

عِافِتْناِکَ هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب  نَوعُفِتَْنیَ  هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب ¨ يذَّلاوَ ¨ يا ¨ لَا  - قفَ هِِتبَْیغَ ،

...بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا 
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هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 
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In ` Ikmāl-ud-Din ' a tradition, through ` Jābir-il-Ju`fī ', is narrated

from ` Jābir-ibn-`Abdillāh ' thus: " I said: ` O Messenger of Allah, we have

known Allah and His Apostle; then who is ` Ulul-Amr ', those that Allah

has made their obedience the same as your obedience? ' Then, the Prophet

p.b.u.h.) said: ` O Jābir! they are, after me, my successors and the Guides)

of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abitalib; then (Imam) Hassan, and

Imam) Husain; then Ali-ibn-il-Husain; then Mohammad-ibn- Ali; known)

in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! When you visit him, give

my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, Ja`far-ibn-Muhammad; and

;after him Mūsa-ibn-Ja`far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhạmmad-ibn-Ali

(then Ali-ibn-Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes

Al-Ghā'im whose name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah's

Authority on the Earth and His Remainder amongst His servants. He is

the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-`Askarī). This is the very personality

by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and Wests of the worlds and this

is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and his lovers

in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except

." for the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ` O' Messenger of Allah! will his followers

avail of him during his occultation? ' He answered: ` Yes. By the One Who
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appointed me to prophethood, they will seek brightness from his light and

will avail by devotion in his absence the same as the availing of people from

 '..." the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253' with nearly similar meaning, in Yanābī-`ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

: یلاعتَ هُّللا  لَاق   " يوهَْلا نِعَ  قُطِْنیَ  ام  یحوُی وَ  یٌحْوَ  لاِّا  وَهُ  نِْا  " 

هیلآ 3 و 4 ( - 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does the Apostle speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation " 

 " that is revealed

(Sura Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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(: ص  ) هّللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

" یترَْتعِ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  یَلِا  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمْمَ  لٌْبحَ  هِّللا  بُاتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، هِّللا وَ  بَاتکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  مْکُیِف  كٌرِا  یّنِا ت-

ینوفُُلخْتَ اذامِب  اورُظُْنافَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امهَُّناَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا  فَیطلّلا  َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُهْأَ 

(: ص  ) یبَّنلا لَاق  :" رخَا ثٍیدحَ  یف  وَ  امهِِب " مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  ام  اوُّلضِتَ 

هحفص 17 دلج 3  لبنح ، نبدمحا  دنسُم  هحفص 90 و  رابخلاا ، یناعم 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " I leave behind me two weighty (very

worthy and important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān), which is

a stretched string from the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my

Ahlul-Bait; for verily Allah, The Merciful, The Aware, informed me that

never, never, will these two get separated from each other until they meet

me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance). Therefore, be

careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me) ". And, in

another tradition it is added: " Never, never, shall you get astray if you

." attach yourselves to these TWO

Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, Musnad Ahṃad-ibn-Ḥanbal, Vol. 3, p. 17, and)
other

books from the Sunnite School and Shi`ah School mentioned in Ihq̣āq-ul-Haqq, Vol. 9,
p. 309

(to 375

: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

سانلا اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  اًدبع  هّللا  محر 
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انوعبت انملاک لا  نساحم  اوملع  ول  مهناف 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 -  رابخلاا  یناعم 

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said

May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our " 

commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and

teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and goodnesses

." of our speech, surely they would follow us

(Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 180 `Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, V. 1, p. 207)
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There are 260 Arabic/Farsi Commentaries (Tafsir) Available at the

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library as Sources for This Commentary

:and Among Them are the Following

-Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Karīm by `Allāmah as - Sayyid `Abdullāh Shubbar, Dār-u . 1

Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

,Tafsīr-ul-Qummī by Abil-Hasan `Alī ibn Ibrāhīm-il-Qummī, Dār-ul-Kitāb, Qum, Iran . 2

A.H. - A 1968/1387

Fi-Zilāl, Sayyid-i-Qutb; Dār-u-Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut,Lebanon,1967/1386 -A . 3

,At-Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif by Muhammad Jawād Muqniyah, Dār-ul `ilm lil-Malāyīn, Beirut . 4

Lebanon, 1970 - A

Tafsīr-is-̣Sạ̄fī by al-Fayd-il-Kāshānī, al-A`lamī lil-Matbu`āt, Beirut,Lebanon, . 5
1979/1399

A

,Manhaj-us-̣Sạ̄diqīn by Fathụllāh Kāshānī, `Ilmiyyah Islāmiyyah Bookshop . 6

Tehran, Iran - F

Tafsīr-i-Abulfutūh Rāzī by ash-Shaykh Abulfutūh Rāzī, Islamiyyah Bookshop, . 7
,Tehran

Iran, 1973/1393 A.H. - F

Tafsīr-i-Rūh-̣ul-Ma`ānī by al-Ālūsī al-Baqdādī, Dār-u-Ihyā'it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, . 8
,Beirut

Lebanon 1985/1405 - A
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,Tafsīr - i - al - Manār (Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Ḥakīm), by Mohammad Rashīd Ridā . 9

Dār-ul-Ma`rifat, Beirut, Lebanon, - A

Tafsīr-ut-Tạbarī (Jāmi`-ul-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān) by . 10

Mohammad-ibn-Jarīr at-Tabarī, Dār-ul-Fikr, Al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1988/1408 - A

,Nafahạ̄t-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by ash-Shaykh Muhammad an-Nahāwandī . 11

Iran, 1937/1357 - A

Al-Tafsīr-ul-Ḥadīth by Muhạmmad `Izzat Darūzat; Dār-u-Ihyā'-il-Kutub . 12

Al-`Arabbiyyah, al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1962/1381 - A

,Al-Tebyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Mohạmmad-ibn-il-Ḥassan Tụ̄sī . 13

Dār-u-Ihyā'-it- Turāth Al-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

,Ālā'-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Muhạmmad Jawād Albalāqī . 14

Wijdānī Bookshop, Qum, Iran - A

Al-Isra'īliyāt fī-Tafsīr wal Ḥadīth by Dr. Muhạmmad Husain . 15

Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Īmān, Damascus, 1985/1405 - A

,Al-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Sayyid Abulqāsim Khu'ī . 16

al-Matba`at-ul-`ilmiyyah, Qum Iran, 1966/1385 - A

At-Tafsīr wal-Mufassirūn by Muhạmmad Ḥusain Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Maktab . 17

Al-Ḥadīthah, al Qāhirah, Egypt, 1976/1396 A.H. - A

Al-Jawāhir fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān-il-Karīm, by Tạntāwī Juharī, Mustafā . 18

Bāb-il-Halabī Printing Office, Egypt, 1930/1350 - A
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,Fathul-Qadīr by Muhạmmad-ibn-`Ali al-Shoukānī; `Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon . 19

A  - 1981/1401

;Al-Mabādi'-ul-`Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Dr. Muhạmmad Ḥusain-`Ali-al-Saqīr . 20

Maktab-ul-A`lām-il-Islāmiyyah, Qum, Iran, 1993/1413 - A

Tafsīr-ul-Baqawī (Ma`alim-ut-Tanzīl fī Tafsīr wat-Ta'wīl) by Husain -ibn . 21

Mas`ūd al-Baqwī ash-Shāfi`ī; Dār-ul-Fikr, al-Qāhirah, Egypt 1985/1405 A.H. - A
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Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Language Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic ; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 1

Ma`ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 2

Kholās-̣iye-`Abaqāt-ul-Anwār (A Summary of a Tradition on Imamate) - A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-Eqtisạ̄d-dar Qur'ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in Qur'ān . 4
and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī `inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) According to . 5
Tradition) - A

Ma`ālim-ul-Ḥukūmah-fī-Qur'ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur'ān - A

Al-Imam-is-̣Sạ̄diq wal Mathāhib-il-Araba`ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims' Issues) - A . 7

Ma`ālim-un-Nabuwwah fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur'ān) . 8
- A

Ash-Shu'ūn-il-Eqtisạ̄d fī-Qur'ān was Sunnah (Ways of Economy in Qur'ān and . 9
Tradition) - A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-̣Sạlāh ̣al-Ḥalabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
- A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-`Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi`ī (The Merits of Imam

Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam - A`

Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahhạ min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bait-il-Athār by Ḥafiz ̣Mohammad . 12
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al-Badakhshanī (Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) - A

Ba`z-i-Mu'allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on . 13
Islamic Education) - F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī) - A . 14

Yaum-ul Mau`ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) - A . 15

A-Qaybat-is-̣Sụqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi . 16
(a.s.)) - A

Mukhtalaf-al-Shī`ah by `Allāmah al-Ḥillī (Judgement through Jurisprudence in . 17
Islam) - A

Ar-Rasa'il-il-Mukhtārah by`Allāmah ad-Dawānī wal-Muhaq̣iq Mīrdāmād (A Book . 18
on the Theoloty and

Philosophy of Islam) - A

As-̣Sạhīfat-ul-Khāmisat-us-Sajjādiyah (The Psalms of Islam as Stated by the . 19
Fourth Imam (a.s.)) - A

Nimūdārī az Ḥukūmat-i-`Ali (a.s.) (An Outline on the Government of Hazrat `Ali . 20
(a.s.)) - A

Manshūrhā-yi Jāvīd-i-Qur'aān (The Eternal Lights of the Qur'ān; An Objective . 21
Commentary) - F

Mahdī-yi-Muntazạr dar Nahjul-Balāqa (The Awaited Mahdi (Guide) in Peaks of . 22
Eloquence) - F

Sharh-il-Lum`at-id-Damishqiyyah, 10 Vols. (Some Subjects on Islamic . 23
Jurisprudence and Ordinances) -A

Tarjamah wa Sharh-̣i-Nahjul-Balāqa, 4 Vols. (Translation and Explanation of the . 24
Statements of Imam
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Ali (a.s.)) - F`

Fī Sabīl-il-Wahdat-il-Eslāmīyyah (The Need of Islamic Unity) - A . 25

Nazạrāt-un-fī-Kutub-il-Khālidah (Opinions on Islamic Matters) - A . 26

Kitāb-al-Wāfī, 30 Vols. (Traditions on Different Subjects) - A . 27

Dah Risālah by Feyd-i-Kāshānī (Ten Articles on Islamic Education) - F . 28

Majmoo`i Testhāy-i-Bīnesh wa M`āref Islamī (A Collection of Test Questions on . 29
Islamic Knowledge and

Culture) - F

Darīcheh-'ī bar Ahkām (Elementary Religious Questions for the Coming . 30
Generation) - F

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur'ān - English . 31

.( A Bundle of Flowers from the Garden of Traditions of the Prophet Ahlul-Bayt (a.s . 32
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Introduction

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Part one of this very commentary of the Qur'ān begins with the main introductory

preface of this endeavour in details. A glance over it makes you familiar with some

essential data towards the aim which can surely be helpful along the way of studying

.this book

In that introduction, it was mentioned that the demand of those who have read the

former volumes of this commentary, and are anxiously waiting for the rest parts of

the translation of the Qur'ān to receive as soon as possible, caused the original

explanatory in the substitutive volumes to be arranged rather concisely by the

.compilers

Therefore, in this series, from part three of the Qur'ān on, every volume consists of

.the exegeses of the verses of two parts of the Qur'ān

This current volume, for example, contains part seven and part eight, the decision

was made in order that the English translation of the commentary of the whole Qur'ān

be completed in a shorter period and delivered in about twenty volumes, and

comparing with its earlier volumes, they become available for the readers sooner

.than the expected time, Allah willing

Humbly we ask Allah, the Exalted, that He helps us, as ever before, to complete this

holy endeavour successfully so that we can offer the whole of it to the truth-seekers

.throughout the world

May He (s.w.t.) guide and assist all of us by the light of the Qur'ān to pave the straight

.path further and further, for we are always in need of it

The Scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid `Abbās Sạdr-`Āmelī The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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Sura Al-Ma'idah (No. 5) Part Seven

Section 12: Intoxications and games of chance prohibited

Point

مْکَُل هُّللا  َّلحَاَ  ام  ِیطَ  تِابّ اوُمرِّحَُت  اوُنمَا لا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 87

اودُتَْعتَلاوَ

نَیدتَْعمُْلا ُّبحُِیلا  هَّللا  َّنِا 

O' you who have Faith ! Do not prohibit the good things that Allah has made lawful . " 87
." to you, and do not transgress. Verily Allah does not like the transgressors

Commentary : Verse 87

Point

It happened that one day the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) was speaking for people

about the Hereafter and the scenes of the gatheringplace of Resurrection. The

audience were so touched at heart and wept that some of them decided, from then

on, not to consume any good food, to prohibit comfort unto themselves, to observe a
fast, to abandon their wives, and to sleep at nights less than before. They swore over

that decision to be loyal to it. When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was informed of it, he

mustered people in the mosque and told them : " I eat food, I sleep at nights and do

not abandon my wives. Our religion is not the creed of retreat and monasticism. The

monasticism of my ummah is the holy struggle. Whoever goes a direction other than

." my style is not a Muslim

Some of them asked what they would do for the oaths they had taken. The

subsequent verses were revealed saying that Allah does not call them to account for

.their vain (unintentional) oaths

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: " Whoever makes a lawful thing unlawful for himself (through a
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vow), the one must accomplish it, and there is nothing upon him. ..." (Mustadrak-ul-
(Wasā'il, vol. 3, p. 52
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 : Explanations

Islam is the religion of `Fitrah' (nature), wherein retreat and monasticism, or excess . 1
.and defect is forbidden

A Muslim submits to the command of Allah. He neither turns a lawful thing into an . 2
.unlawful one, nor vice versa

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h) said : " O' people! what I have made lawful is lawful until the

day of Judgement, and what I have forbidden is forbidden until the day of

(Judgement." (1

Edible things, clothings, and the whole lawful pleasures have been created for the . 3
.usage of humankind

.When using the lawful things, be careful of avoiding extravagance . 4

 ..." do not transgress "... 

The vows, covenants and oaths which are against the explicit prohibitions of the . 5
.text of the Qur'ān, are worthless and invalid

****

p: 18

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol.2 , p. 260 1 - 1
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يذَّلا هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  ِیطَ  ابًّ لاًلاحَ  هُّللا  مُکُقَزَرَ  امِّم  اوُلکُوَ  - 88

نَوُنِمؤُْم هِب  مُْتْناَ 

And eat from the lawful and good things which Allah has provided for you; and be . " 88
." in awe of Allah Whom you have Faith in

Commentary : Verse 88

Gaining lawful things are enjoyed

In the previous verse, the words were about the prohibition of unlawful things, while

 : in this verse it has enjoined people to lawfully enjoying the merits of Allah. It says

;And eat from the lawful and good things which Allah has provided for you " 

The only condition in this course is that you should avoid opposing the command of

.Allah in Whom you believe

." and be in awe of Allah whom you have Faith in "... 

That is, your faith to Allah requires that you respect all his commandments both in

.enjoying the merits of Allah and observing moderation and piety

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said : " It is obligatory for every Muslim believer, man or

(woman, to gain lawful things."(1

Again, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said : " Worship consists of seventy parts, the best of

(which is seeking the lawful material."(2

Also, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Seeking for lawful sustenance is the same as

(holy struggle in the way of Allah". (3

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said : " Next to the obligatory prayers, seeking for lawful

((sustenance) is necessary and compulsory." (4
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The holy Prophet said : " gaining income through a lawful way, is the most exalted

(deed." (5

****

p: 19

Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 100, p. 9 1 - 1
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-مْ کُِنامْیاَ یِف  -وِ  غَّْللاِب هُّللا  -مُ  كُذُخِاؤُی لا  - 89

نَا - مْیلاَْا مُُتدَّْقعَ  -ا  مِب مْکُذُخِاؤُی  نْکِ  - لوَ

مْکُیلهْاَ نَومُعِطُْت  ام  طِسَوْاَ  نِْم  نَیکا  - سمَ هِرَشَعَ  مُاعطِْا  هُُترَا  - فّکَفَ

هٍبَقَرَ رُیرحْتَ  وْاَ  مْهُُتوَسْکِ  وْاَ 

مٍا - يّاَ -ثَ-هِ  لَث مُا  - یصِفَ -دْ  جِیَ مَْل  -نْ  مَفَ

مْکَُنا - مْیاَ اوظُفَحْاوَ  مُْتْفلَحَ  اذِا  مْکُِنا  - مْیاَ هُرَا  - فّکَ کَِل  ذ 

هِتا - يا مْکَُل  هُّللا  ِیبَُی  نُّ کَِل  ذکَ 

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل 

Allah does not call you to account for your vain (unintentional) oaths, but he calls . " 89
.you to account for what you have pledged solemnly

So its atonement is feeding ten paupers with the average of what you feed your own

.families, or clothing them, or freeing a slave

(, But whoever does not find (the means to do so

should fast for three days. That is the atonement of your oaths when you pledge. But

guard your oaths. Thus Allah makes His Signs clear for you in order that you might be

." thankful

Commentary : verse 89

The Atonement of Oaths

In this verse, the general discussion is about the oaths which are taken upon the fields

of making the lawful things into unlawful ones, and the like of them. These oaths, from

 : this point of view, are divided into two sorts. At first, it says

, ..." Allah does not call you to account for your vain (unintentional) oaths " 
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The objective meaning of `vain oaths', as the commentators and
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jurisprudents have said, is the oaths that do not aim a definite goal, and those that

have not been taken intentionally and decidedly. Besides, the contents of such oaths

are against the laws of religion, viz. they are estimated as opposite to the commands

.of Allah

The second sort is the oaths which are taken wilfully, intentionally, decidedly, and

earnestly. Referring to these kinds of oaths, in the continution of the verse, the Qur'ān

 : says

. ..." but he calls you to account for what you have pledged solemnly "... 

.And Allah charges you with a duty to fulfill these oaths

For the validity of an oath, of course, only its being earnest is not enough, but the

content of the oath should be a lawful matter, at least. It should also be noted that an

.oath is not reputable except by the Name of Allah

Therefore, if someone takes an oath by Allah, it is obligatory to perform it according to

his oath. So, if he breaches his pledge, one of the following three atonements is

:necessary to be performed by the one. At first, it says

 ..." So its atonement is feeding ten paupers "... 

Yet, in order that some people do not take this general ordinance so that they think

they can give any low and worthless material of food as atonement, the Qur'ān clearly

 : explains the quality of this food, saying that it must be

, ..." with the average of what you feed your own families "... 

.The second is : to cloth ten needy persons with proper clothing

, ..." or clothing them "... 

The appearance of this verse, of course, indicates that the clothing should be of a sort

.which normally covers the body
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.Yet it can be of various kinds according to the seasons and places in different periods

To answer to the question that whether, from the point of quality, the minimum

material is enough or the average should be observed here, too, as the absoluteness

.of the verse implies, any sort of clothing can be enough

:The third is

 ..." freeing a slave "... 

p: 21
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Sometimes it happens that there may be some persons who are able to fulfil neither

 : of the above two atonements. Therefore, next to stating these ordinances, it says

. ..." But whoever does not find (the means to do so), should fast for three days "... 

 : After that, as an emphasis, the Qur'ān says

 ..." That is the atonement of your oaths when you pledge "... 

But, in order that no one might consider that by giving atonement, breaching the

 : proper oaths is not unlawful, it says

 ..." But guard your oaths "... 

The purpose or this phrase is that you should be careful not to commit sins by

.breaching your oaths

And, finally, at the end of the verse, in order that you might be grateful for these

ordinances and commandments, which guarantee the happiness and felicity of both

:an individual and society, the Qur'ān says

." Thus Allah makes His Signs clear for you in order that you might be thankful "... 

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای   90

نِاطْیَّشلا لِمَعَ  نِْم  سٌجْرِ  مُلازْلاَْاوَ  بُاصْنلاَْاوَ  رُسِْیمَْلاوَ  رُمْخَْلا  امََّنِا 

نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل  هُوُبِنتَجْافَ 

O' you who have Faith ! Verily wine, gambling, idols, and (dividing by) arrows are . " 90
." an abomination of the Satan's work, so avoid it, that you may be prosperous

Commentary : Verse 90

Wine, gambling, idols and dividing by arrow should be avoided

At the time of the advent of Islam, the Arabs customarily were intensively interested

in poetry, wine, and fighting. The Divine revelations concerning the prohibition of wine

.were gradually conveyed

At first, there revealed a verse stating that provision is supplied from date and grapes

either, from which you can obtain intoxication, too, (Sure An-Nahḷ, No. 16, verse 67).
.This indication of intoxication implies the statement of its badness

The Qur'an, then, has referred to the benefits of gambling and wine and also that

their containing sin is greater than their benefits, (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 219).
After that the Divine verse was revealed enjoining not to establish prayer at the state

of being intoxicated, (Sura An-Nisā', No. 4, verse 43). And, finally, the above verse was

revealed which considered wine as an abomination, a Satanic action, and ordained

(that it is unlawful.(1

The Arabic term /xamr/ (wine) is derived from the same root as the Arabic word

/xumur/ (cover) is. In Arabic, the veil of a woman is called /ximār/; since it covers the

.hairs. Similarly, wine covers the wisdom

The Arabic term /maysir/ is derived from /yusr/ with the meaning of easiness, since, in
.gambling, players sometimes earn money by that play without tolerating any trouble
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p: 23

Musnad Ahmad-i-Hanbal, Sunan-i-Abi-Dawood, Nisaiee, and Tarmathi have  1 - 1
stated a vast explanation about the Occasion of revelation of this verse which are

.suggested to be referred to
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The Qur'ānic term /'azlām/ means a kind of lottery done with some sticks of arrows. It

.used to be performed before Islam, at the Age of Ignorance

 : Explanations

.In Islam, having Faith and drinking wine do not agree with each other . 1

.Drinking wine and gambling are in the same row with idolatry . 2

(verily wine, gambling, idols and ..."(1 "... 

The Islamic commandments and prohibitions have been ordained reasonably and . 3
.wisely

 ..." and (dividing by) arrows are an abomination of the Satan's work, so avoid it "... 

The verse enjoins to avoid not only drinking wine, but also approaching it. The . 4
reason of this ordinance is that a sound nutrition is effective in the prosperity of

human beings. Therefore, it enjoins to avoid intoxication, so that you may be

 : prosperous. The verse says

." So avoid it, that you may be prosperous "... 

Any kind of cooperation concerning wine, including its production, distribution and

.consumption, is prohibited

Imam Baqir (a.s.) has narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he cursed ten

groups of people who are concerned somehow with drinking wine. They are as

 : follows

Its planter, its guardian, its maker, its drinker, its cupbearer, its bearer, its receiver, " 
(its seller, its purchaser, and anyone who, in a way, devours from its income."(2

****
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Some Islamic traditions indicate that the drinker of wine is counted like an idolater 1 - 1
Nur-uh-Thaqalayn, vil. 1, p. 670 2 - 2
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نُاطْیَّشلا دُیرُی  امَّنِا  - 91

رِسِْیمَْلاوَ رِمْخَْلا  یِف  ءَاضْغبَْلاوَ  هَوَا  دعَْلا  مُکُنَْیَب  عَِقوُی  نْاَ 

هِولَّصلا نِعَوَ  هِّللا  رِکْذِ  نعَ  مْکَُّدصُیَوَ 

نَوهُتَْنُم مُْتْناَ  لْهَفَ 

Certainly Satan desires to cast enmity and hatred among you by wine and . " 91
gambling, and to hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and from prayer. So will

 ? " you stop

Commentary : Verse 91

Point

Considering the concerning statistics, a great number of murders, crimes, accidents,
divorces, psychic sicknesses, renal diseases and so on, are caused by wine, liquor.
Here, in stating the philosophy of its prohibition, the Qur'ān emphasizes on two points

: social harms and spiritual losses, (including enmity, and neglecting both prayers and

(. the remembrance of Allah

 : Explanations

Stating the philosophy of ordinances is one of the factors of the effectiveness of . 1
.speech

.All the factors which may create grudge and rancour should be challenged against . 2

.Any action or any person that causes enmity and hatred amongst people is Satanic . 3

Anything, like wine or gambling, which causes the negligence of a person from the . 4
.remembrance of Allah and establishment of prayers is obscene

Wherever enmity and hatred come forth, it is appropriate to divote material gains, . 5
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whatever they may be. (There is some profit in wine and gambling, too, but, because

(. of their evil effects, they are prohibited
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The mental harms and spiritual losses are the most important damages, both bodily . 6
and financially. Wine has also bodily harm, yet, here, hatred and negligence have

.been emphasized on

Thus, the prohibition of drinking liquor and gambling, enjoined by Allah, is for the

.goodness and improvement of people's affairs both in this world and the Hereafter

Ibn-Abbas, a leading commentator, says that the target of the verse is Sa`d-ibn-'Abī-
Waghghās and a man from the Helpers who had compacted the agreement of

brotherhood with each other. A man from among the Helpers invited sa'd to a party.
They prepared a table of food and wine and drank so much so that they became

.intoxicated

At that time they boasted to each other so violately that their dispute ended to a

conflict. The Helper took a piece of bone and struck on the nose of Sa`d so vigorously

.that his nose was smashed. Then Allah sent down this verse about them

The verse means that Satan wishes to seduce you and attract you toward drinking

wine in order to take your wisdom from you, and persuade you to do some evil things

.that you do not do them in an ordinary state

Ghattādah says that some people played gambling upon their own property and

wives. At last, those who had lost their property and their wives, sat in grief, planning

to take vengeance from their rivals. Therefore, gambling has no consequence but

.grudge and enmity

By this way, Satan desires to hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, so that you

.do not offer your thanks for His bounties

Satan also desires to make you neglectful of prayer, which is the firm base of the

:religion. So, obey Allah (s.w.t.) and be not heedless of His prohibition. The verse says

Certainly Satan desires to cast enmity and hatred among you by wine and gambling, " 
 ? and to hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and from prayer. So will you stop

"
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****
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لَوسَُّرلا اوعُیطِاَوَ  هَّللا  اوعُیطاَوَ  - 92

اورُذَحْاوَ

نُیبمُْلا غُلابَْلا  انَِلوسُرَ  یلعَ  امَّناَ  اومُلَعْافَ  مُْتْیَّلوَتَ  نْاِفَ 

And obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and beware, but if you turn away, then . " 92
." know that Our Messenger's duty is only conveyance (of the Message) Manifest

Commentary : Verse 92

The governmental and political commandments of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
are similar to, and the same as, the commandments of Allah, and it is obligatory to

.obey them

Those who refrain to obey the command of Allah deserve to be punished. So, there is
no responsibility upon the Messenger of Allah save conveying the message of Allah

.and stating it manifestly

:The verse says

And obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and beware, but if you turn away, then " 
." know that Our Messenger's duty is only conveyance (of the Message) Manifest

****
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اومُعِطَ امیف  حٌانَجُ  تِا  - حِلا - صّلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  سَْیَل  - 93

تا - حِلاصّلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  اوقََّتا وَ  امَ  اذِا 

اوُنسَحْاَ اوْقََّتا وَ  َّمُث  اوُنمَا  اوْقََّتا وَ  َّمُث 

نَینسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هُّللا  وَ 

On those who have Faith and do good deeds, there is no sin in regard to what . " 93
they ate (before prohibition) so long as they are virtuous and faithful and do good

deeds, then still they be virtuous (upon prohibited things) and believe (in their

(, prohibition

;then they are virtuous (due to prohibited things) and do good

." and Allah loves the doers of good

Commentary : Verse 93

Point

When the verse of prohibitions of gambling and drinking wine was revealed, there

were some people who asked about their condition regarding to the time before that

revelation or the condition of those who had not heard of that ordinance yet and were

.living in some far distances

The verse answers them implying that those who have believed and have done good

deeds but have not received this ordinance, if they have drunk wine or have devoured

 : from the income of gambling, there is no sin on them. The verse says

On those who have Faith and do good deeds, there is no sin in regard to what they " 
( ..." ate (before prohibition

Yet, this ordinance has conditioned that such people should be virtuous, have Faith,
 : and do good actions. Here is the continuation of the verse
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,..." so long as they are virtuous and faithful and do good deeds "... 

 : This subject is repeated once more in the verse, when it says

(, then still they be virtuous (upon prohibited things) and believe (in their prohibition "... 
..."

And, for the third time this meaning is repeated, with a little
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 : difference, of course. It says

; ..." then they are virtuous (due to prohibited things) and do good "... 

 : So, at the end of the verse, it says

." and Allah loves the doers of good "... 

Each of these three senses of virtuousness refers to a stage of feeling responsibility

.and piety

:However, the great commentators of both outstanding sects of Islam

Sunnites and Shi`ites, have vastly explained upon the commentary of this verse,
especially about the phrase /fī mā ta`imū/ (in regard to what they ate), and

.mentioning the subject of `virtue' for three times in their commentary books

Some commentary books for the meaning of the verse

In order to observe conciseness here, we have not narrated those detailed

explanations, but you can refer to their commentary books, some of which are as

:follows

Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān, Ali-ibn-'Ibrāhīm, Al-Kashīf, Majma`-ul-Bayān, At-Tibyān, 'Atyab-ul-
Bayān, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, Abul-Futūh-̣i-Rāzī, Manhaj-us-̣Sạ̄diqīn, As-̣Sāfī, Mullā-
Sạdrā, Shubbar, `Ayyāshī, Ibn-i-`Abbās, Furāt-ul-Kūfī, At-Tafsīr by Imam Hasan-
`Askarī, Jawāmi`-uj-Jāmi`, Jāmi`-ul-Bayān by Muhammad-ibn-Jarīr-i-Tạbarī, Vol. 5
PP. 36 37, Zād-ul-Masīr-Fī-`Ilm-ut-Tafsīr by Ibn-ul-JauZī, Vol. 2, P. 419, Tafsīr-i-Ibn-i-

.Kathīr, Vol. 2, PP. 91 92, Tafsīr-ul-kabīr by Fakhr-i-Rāzī, Parts 11 12, P. 83

****
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Section 13: Security of the Ka`bah Inviolable

Point

Hunting during pilgrimage period, prohibited the Inviolable Security of Ka`bah

.declared

ْ ءٍ یْشِب هُّللا  مُکَُّنوَُلْبیََل  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 94

بِْیغَْلاِب هُُفاخیَ  نْمَ  هُّللا  مَلَْعیَِل  مْکُحُامرِوَ  مْکُیدْیاَ  هُلانتَ  دِْیَّصلا  نَِم 

مٌیلاَ بٌاذعَ  هُلَفَ  کَِل  دَْعَب ذ  يدتَعْا  نِمَفَ 

O' you who have Faith! Allah will surely try you with something of the game which . " 94
your hands and your spears can reach, so that Allah may ascertain who fears Him in

." secret. So whoever transgresses after that for him there is a painful punishment

Commentary : Verse 94

During the time when a pilgrim to Mecca is in pilgrim garment and is performing the

.pilgrimage rites, the one has not the right of hunting

During the same time, occasionally it happens that a hunt approaches a person so

nigh that he can catch it by a simple jump, but the trial of Allah is in this fact that we

.should not touch the hunt. So, if we hunt it, the punishment of Allah includes us

Hunting itself brings forth no painful chastisement, but chastisement is for the

breaking law. In the land where Abraham overlooked Ishmael, you would overlook

.the hunts either

:The verse says

O' you who have Faith! Allah will surely try you with something of the game which " 
your hands and your spears can reach, so that Allah may ascertain who fears Him in

." secret. So whoever transgresses after that for him there is a painful punishment

****
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مٌرُحُ مُْتْناَوَ  دَْیَّصلا  اوُلُتْقتَ  اوُنمَا لا  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَا  ي- - 95

مِعََّنلا نَِم  لَتَقَ  ام  لُْثِم  ءٌازجَفَ  ادًمِّعَتَُم  مْکُْنِم  هُلَتَقَ  نْمَوَ 

هِبَْعکَْلا غَِلا  ایًدْهَ ب- مْکُْنِم  لٍدْعَ  اوذَ  هِب  مُکُحْیَ 

هرِْماَ لَابوَ  قَوذُیَِل  امًایصِ  کَِل  لُدْعَ ذ  وْاَ  نَیکا  - سمَ مُاعطَ  هٌرَافّکَوْاَ 

هُْنِم هُّللا  مُقِتَْنیَفَ  دَاع  نْمَوَ  فَلَسَ  امّعَ  هُّللا  افَعَ 

مٍاقِتنا وذُ  زٌیزعَ  هُّللاوَ 

O' you who have Faith! kill no game while you are in pilgrim garb: and anyone of . " 95
you who kills it intentionally, its atonement is the like in cattle of what he has killed, as

(to this likeness) two just persons among you judge, (and the animal) will be an

offering reached to the Ka`bah, or the atonement (of it)is feeding the poor, or the

equivalent of that in fasting, that he may taste the effect of his action. Allah has

pardoned whatever is a thing of the past; and whoever returns (to it), Allah will take

,vengeance on him

." and Allah is Mighty, the Lord of Retribution

Commentary : Verse 95

In this verse, the command of the prohibition of hunting at the time of being in pilgrim

.garment, with a general condition, has been issued more clearly and precisely

 : It says

; ..." O' you who have Faith! kill no game while you are in pilgrim garb " 

Then, it points to the atonement of hunting in the condition of being in pilgrim garb,
 : and says

and anyone of you who kills it intentionally, its atonement is the like in cattle of "... 
, ..." what he has killed
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That is, such a person should sacrifice that animal and give its meat to some needy

.ones

Here, the purpose of ` the like ' is the likeness of the size and the
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shape of the animal. It is in this sense that, for example, if a person hunts a wild big

animal, such as the ostrich, he should choose an ostrich as an atonement; or if he

.hunts a deer, he should sacrifice a lamb with nearly the same size

And, since some people may fall into suspicion upon the subject of likeness, in this

regard, the Qur'ān ordains that this matter should be fulfilled under the judgement of

 : two just persons, possessed of some knowledge among you. It says

, ..." as (to this likeness) two just persons among you judge "... 

And, for the place where this animal should be sacrificed, the Qur'ān commands that it
must be killed as a sacrifice dedicated to the Ka`bah and in the land of Ka`bah. It says

:

, ..." and the animal) will be an offering reached to the ka`bah "... )

Then, the Qur'ān adds that it is not necessary that the atonement should certainly be

in the form of sacrifice, but each of the two other things can substitute it. The first is
.that some money equivalent to it can be spent in the way of feeding the poor

 : It says

, ..." or the atonement (of it) is feeding the poor "... 

 : And the second thing of substitution is as follows

, ..." or the equivalent of that in fasting "... 

These atonements are for that the person sees the retribution of his committing

 : offence. It says

 ..." that he may taste the effect of his action "... 

But, in view of the fact that usually no ordinance includes the past, the Qur'ān

stipulates that Allah has forgiven the offences that have been done in this field, saying

 : thus
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; ..." Allah has pardoned whatever is a thing of the past "... 

So, if a person does not pay attention to these frequent warnings and the ordinance

of atonement and hunts at the time of being in the pilgrim garb, Allah will take

vengeance of such a person and Allah is Mighty to take vengeance in the appropriate

 : time. It says

and whoever returns (to it), Allah will take vengeance on him, and Allah is Mighty, "... 
." the Lord of Retribution

****

p: 32

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2661 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هِرَاّیَّسلِلوَ مْکَُل  اعًا  - تمَ هُُماعطَوَ  رِحْبَْلا  دُْیصَ  مْکَُل  َّلحُِا  - 96

امًرُحُ مُْتْمدُام  رِّبَْلا  دُْیصَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  مَرِّحُوَ 

نَورُشَحُْت هِْیَلِا  يذَّلا  هَّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ 

The game of the sea and its food is lawful for you, a provision for you and for the . " 96
caravans, but the game of the land is forbidden to you so long as you are in pilgrim

." garb; and be in awe of Allah toward Whom you will be gathered

Commentary : Verse 96

Point

:The words in this holy verse are about the hunts of the sea. It says

, ..." The games of the sea and its food is lawful for you " 

The objective meaning of `food', mentioned in this verse, is the food which can be

prepared from the hunted fish. The verse intends to make two things admissible. One

of them is `hunting', and the other is `consuming the food made from the hunted

.' things

Then, the Qur'ān points to the philosophy of this ordinance, implying that this

:permission is for the sake that you and the travellers can enjoy it. It says

, ..." a provision for you and for the caravans "... 

In other words, the verse means : for the sake that you do not fall in trouble for

nutrition when you are in pilgrim garb, and that you can be able to enjoy one kind of

.hunting, this permission has been given due to the hunts of the sea

 : As an emphasis, the Qur'ān returns to the former ordinance once more, and says

; ..." but the game of the land is forbidden to you so long as you are in pilgrim garb "... 
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And, at the end of the verse, in order to emphasize upon all the ordinances which

 : were mentioned, it says

." and be in awe of Allah toward Whom you will be gathered "... 
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!The Philosophy of No Hunting when Being in Pilgrim Garb

We know that the performance of Hajj and `Umrah is one of the worships that makes

man aloof from the world of matter and brings him into an environment full of

.spiritualities

In performing the rite of Hajj and `Umrah, the ceremonies of the material life, fights

and conflicts, hatreds, sexual desires, and material pleasures, will totally be put aside

and the person reaches a kind of godly legitimated asceticism. So, it seems that the

.prohibition of hunting, while being in pilgrim garb, is also for the same purpose

Besides, if hunting were an allowed action in Allah's center of pilgrimage, regarding to

the large crowd of pilgrims that every year come into this holy land, the existence of

many animals of the zone would be destroyed, in particular that, because of dryness

.and scarcity of water, its animals are not so abundant

Paying attention to the fact that hunting animals and picking plants of that sacred land

is also prohibited, even when the pilgrims to Mecca are not in their pilgrim garb, it

makes clear that this commandment has a close connection with the subject of

.protection of environment and maintaining the plants and animals of the locality

Therefore, the philosophy of prohibition or making something admissible is not always

substantial, but it sometimes depends on the conditions of time and place. Then,
.geography and history are effective on the ordinance of Allah

Thus, the abundance of people, and the performance of the worshipping rite, should

.not be a means of annihilation and destruction for animals and plants

****
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سِاّنلِل امًا  - یِق مَارحَْلا  تَْیبَْلا  هَبَْعکَْلا  هُّللا  لَعَجَ   97

دَِئلاقَْلاوَ يَدْهَْلاوَ  مَارحَْلا  رَهَّْشلاوَ 

ضِرْلاَْا یِف  اموَ  -و تِ  مَّسلا یِف  ام  مُلَْعیَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَْعتَِل  کَِل  ذ 

مٌیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُِب  هَّللا  َّناَوَ 

Allah has made the Ka`bah, the sacred House, a (means of) staying (in peace) for . " 97
mankind, and (also) the Sacred Month and the offerings and the (animals with the)
garlands. This is so that you may know that Allah knows whatever is in the heavens

.and whatever is in the earth, and that Allah is All-Knowing of all things

Commentary : verse 97

Point

As it is cited in Mufradāt-i-Rāqib, the Arabic word /qiyām/ is a means of staying firm,
.like the pillar of a tent

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said about the Sacred House that it has been called Baytillah-il-
(Harām because it is `haram' (forbidden) for the disbelievers to enter it.(1

When the affairs of people are to be arranged and strengthened, a few things are

needed : 1) centrality, 2) security, and 3) sustenance. Allah has set these three things in
the Ka`bah and the Sacred House. It is both a center, and no one has a right of quarel

there, and the sacrifices are used as a means of nutrition and a means of livelihood

.for Muslims

The Qur'ānic word /hady/ means `a signless sacrifice', while the term /qalā'id/ refers

.to the sacrifices with signs

By Islamic culture, the sacred (forbidden) months, in which fighting is prohibited, are:
.Rajab, Zil-Gha`dah, Zil-Hajjah, and Muhạrram

The plain assembly of millions of Muslims in a sacred place without showing any
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privileges to each other, and without any dispute or practical quarrel, is peculiar to the

.advantages of Islam
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The divine graces in Hajj

There are some divine graces in Hajj, like : asking forgiveness from others at the time

of leaving for Hajj and visiting each other when they return from Mecca, commercial

splendor, the payment of onefifth levy (khums) and alms, to be acquainted with

religious disciplines and nations, being inside the most ancient center of Unity

ornamented with no ceremonies, treating the same or tracing the footsteps of

prophets, repenting in the lands of `Arafāt and Mash`ar, remembering and

.illustrating the scene of Hereafter, political parade against infidels, etc

If we consider them all in mind, we may understand that these programs in Hajj are

sourced from the infinite knowledge of Allah, Who is Well-Aware of all things of the

.world of existence

.Thus, a limited knowledge can never deliver such an interesting instruction

 : The verse says

Allah has made the Ka`bah, the Sacred House, a (means of) staying (in peace) for " 
mankind, and (also) the Sacred Month and the offerings and the (animals with the)
garlands. This is so that you may know that Allah knows whatever is in the heavens

.and whatever is in the earth, and that Allah is All-Knowing of all things

****
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بِاقعِْلا دُیدشَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعِْا  - 98

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّناَوَ 

مُلَْعیَ هُّللاوَ  غُلابَْلا  َّلاِا  لِوسَُّرلا  یلَعَ  ام  - 99

نَومُُتکْتَ اموَ  نَودُْبُت  ام 

." Know that Allah is severe in retribution, and that Allah is forgiving, Merciful . " 98

Nothing is (incombent) upon the Messenger but to convey (The message of Allah), . " 99
." and Allah knows what you reveal and what you conceal

Commentary : Verse 98-99

Encouragement and threat should be arranged with together. The verse also implies

:this fact. It says

." Know that Allah is severe in retribution, and that Allah is forgiving, Merciful " 

****

You are responsible of your own deeds and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is not someone who

.compels you or imposes any domain over you. His duty is only to convey the Message

So, since the knowlege of Allah encompasses everything, then it is indifferent with

Him that you conceal or manifest the things, and your receiving or rejecting the truth

.(. does not create any deficiency in the prophet (p.b.u.h

Nothing is (incombent) upon the Messenger but to convey (The message of Allah), " 
." and Allah knows what you reveal and what you conceal

****
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ثِیبخَْلا هُرَْثکَ  کَبَجَعْاَ  وَْلوَ  بُِّیَّطلاوَ  ثُیبخَْلا  يوِتَسْیَ  لُْق لا  - 100

بِا - بْللاَْا یِلوُْا  ای  هَّللا  ْاوقَُّتافَ 

نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل 

Say: ` The evil and the good are not equal, though the abundance of evil may . " 100
dazzle you.' So be in awe of Allah, O' possessors of intellects, that you may be

." prosperous

Commentary : Verse 100

The senses of `evil' and `good' refer to all men, styles, properties, incomes, foods,
.and materials

.The standard of worth is `right' and `wrong', not the majority and minority

Therefore, beware that the majority and abundance may be fascinating. So, be

.careful that they should not attract you toward the path of sin and evil

The possessors of intellects, i.e. the wise, advocate the Truth, not the crowd. The idea

.which says: `when you are in Rome, do as the Romans do' is not a Qur'ānic epithet

.In view point of this school, impiety is a sign of ignorance

:The verse says

Say: ` The evil and the good are not equal, though the abundance of evil may dazzle " 
." you.' So be in awe of Allah, O' possessors of intellects, that you may be prosperous

****
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Section 14: All Polytheistic Traditions Denounced

Point

Quest for the details of the unseen things discouraged

All polytheistic practices denounced To call witness when any one

.bequeaths at the time of his death

ْاوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَای  - 101

مْکُؤْسُتَ مْکَُل  دَْبُت  نِْا  ءَایشْاَ  نْعَ  ْاوُلئَسْتَ  لا 

اهْنعَ هُّللا  افَعَ  مْکَُل  دَْبُت  نُارْقُْلا  لَُّزنَُی  نَیح  اهْنعَ  ْاوُلئَسْتَ  نِْاوَ 

مٌیلحَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ 

نَیرِفا اهِب ك- ْاوحُبَصْاَ  َّمُث  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  مٌوْقَ  اهَلأَسَ  دْقَ   102

(O' you who have Faith! Do not ask about things (and secrets . " 101

.which, if they are disclosed to you, may upset you

,Yet, if you ask about them while the Qur'ān is being sent down

.they will be disclosed to you

." Allah pardoned as to these matters and Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing

Surely some people before you asked for such (disclosures). Then they came to . " 102
." disbelieve in them

Occasion of Revelation Verses 101 and 102

Upon the occasion of revelation of these two verses, it has been narrated from Ali-
 : ibn-AbīTạ̄lib (a.s.) as follows

It happened that one day the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) preached a sermon in which " 
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he stated the command of Allah about Hajj. Then, a person by the name of `Akkashah

(and according to another narration Surāqah) asked whether that commandment was

.ordained for only that year or they should perform Hajj every year
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The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) delayed to answer him, but the man obstinately repeated

his question two or three times. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said : " Woe to you ! Why do you

persist so much ? If I answer you positively, performing Hijj will become obligatory for

all of you every year. So, if it becomes obligatory every year, you will not be able to

perform it and the offender of it will be a sinner. Hence, as long as I have not said a
thing to you, do not urge on it. Then, the verse was revealed and dissuaded them

.from that action

Commentary : Verses 101-102

 ! Improper Questions

No doubt asking question is the key to the recognition of facts. The verses of the

Qur'ān and Islamic traditions have earnestly enjoined Muslims that they ask

whatever they do not know. But, in view of the fact that every rule usually has an

exception, this basic educational principal has an exception, too. It is so that

sometimes some affairs had better to be concealed in order that the system of the

society be protected and the individuals' interests be safeguarded. In such respects,
researches and frequent questions, with the purpose of unveiling some facts, not only

.is not a virtue, but also is blameworthy and reprobated

 : In this verse, the Qur'ān has referred to this subject and explicitly says

O' you who have Faith! Do not ask about thing (and secrets) which, if they are " 
. ..." disclosed to you, may upset you

But, since giving no answer to the questions that some persons sometimes urge on

asking them repeatedly may cause some doubts for others which can bring forth

 : greater evils, the Qur'ān adds

Yet, if you ask about them while the Qur'ān is being sent down, they will be "... 
. ..." disclosed to you

.In this case, you will fall into trouble
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Next to that meaning, the Qur'ān implies that you should not imagine that when Allah

is silent about some matters, He is neglectful of them. Nay ! He desires to set you in
 : some facilities. It says
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." Allah pardoned as to these matters and Allah is Forgiving, Forbearing "...

:We recite in a tradition narrated from Imam Ali (a.s.) who has said

Verily Allah has enjoined you some obligations, do not waste them; and He has " 
assigned some limits for you, do not violate them; and He has prohibited you from

some things, do not betray (secrets of) them; and He has kept silent for you about

some things which He has never been concealed because of forgetfulness. Then, do

(not urge to disclose these things." (1

****

 : In order to emphasize on the subject, this verse says

Surely some people before you asked for such (disclosures). Then they came to " 
." disbelieve in them

In the conclusion of this discussion, it is necessary to hint to this point that the above-
mentioned verses never close the path of asking logical, training, and constructive

questions for human beings. The discussed condition is only due to improper

questions and seeking the affairs that not only they are not needed, but their

.concealment is also better and even, sometimes, necessary

****
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مٍاح لاوَ  هٍلَیصوَ  لاوَ  هٍبَِئاسَ  لاوَ  هٍرَیحَب  نِْم  هُّللا  لَعَجَ  ام  - 103

بَذِکَْلا هِّللا  یلَعَ  نَورُتَْفیَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنکِ  وَ ل-

نَوُلقِْعیَ مْهُرُثَکْاَوَ لا 

,Allah has not appointed any Bahīrah, Sā'ibah, Wasị̄lah, and Ḥām . " 103

but those who disbelieve make up a lie against Allah, and most of them do not

." understand

Commentary: Verse 103

Point

In this verse the Qur'ān points to four improper innovations which were customary

.current among the pagan Arabs at the Age of Ignorance

For some reasons those people used to mark or nominate part of their animals, and

prohibited eating their meat. They did not count permitted to drink the milk of those

animals, or to cut their wool, or to ride on them. In other word, they used to actually

.leave such animals useless

 : The Holy Qur'ān says

, ..." Allah has not appointed any Bahīrah, Sā'ibah, Wasị̄lah, and Ḥām " 

The Qur'ān implies that Allah has not ordained anything in the nature of a Bahīrah, or

.a Sā'ibah, or, Wasị̄lah, or a Hām

The explanation of four animals

 : The explanation of these four animals are as follows

The Arabic term / bahirah / was applied for the animal which had given birth to . 1
offsprings for five times and the fifth of them was a female animal (and according to
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another tradition a male one). They used to split the ears of such an animal and let it
.go for itself. They would not kill it after that

The Pagan Arabs used the term /sā'ibah/ for a camel which had brought forth twelve . 2
(or ten) offsprings. They left that camel free so that even no one would ride on it. They

.might only milk it occasionally in order to give that milk to their guests

The term /wasị̄lah/ used to be applied for the lamb which could bring forth a child for . 3
seven times. (Or, according to another tradition it was used for the lamb which could

bring forth twins.) Killing such a lamb
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.was also considered unlawful (hạrām) by them

The Arabic word /hām/ was applied for the male animal which had been used for . 4
fecundating female animals of the same kind for ten times and each time a new

.progeny was brought forth from its seed

Shortly speaking, the objective meaning of mentioning these animals has been the

beasts which could serve their owners considerably and frequently through the way

of being beneficial for them, and their owners, in turn, offered a kind of honour and

.freedom to such animals, too

 : Then, the verse continues saying

, ..." but those who disbelieve make up a lie against Allah "... 

These pagans and idol worshippers used to say that those false ideas were from the

laws of Allah while most of them did not apply the least contemplation about their

speech. They did not utilize their intellects when they blindly imitated others' manner.
:The verse says

." and most of them do not understand "... 

****
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لِوسَُّرلا یَلِاوَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  ام  یلِا  اوَْلاعتَ  مْهَُل  لَیق  اذِاوَ  - 104

انءَابا هِْیلَعَ  اندْجَوَ  ام  انُبسْحَ  اوُلاق 

نَودُتَهْیَ لاوَ  ائْیشَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  مْهُؤُابا لا  نَاک  وَْل  وَاَ 

And when it is said to them: ` Come to what Allah has sent down and to the . " 104
Messenger,' they say: ` That which we found our fathers upon is enough for us.'
What! even though their fathers did not know anything and did not follow the right

 ?( " way, (should they pave their way

Commentary: verse 104

The fundamental principle is the Islamic culture, not the culture of the predecessors.
Therefore, neither absolutely tending to the traditions is the principle nor the new

.things

To have honour towards the predecessors and respecting them is acceptable, but

.following their ignorantly thoughts and manner is rejected

.Blindly imitation is a sign of foolishness

 : The verse says

And when it is said to them: ` Come to what Allah has sent down and to the " 
Messenger,' they say: ` That which we found our fathers upon is enough for us.'
What! even though their fathers did not know anything and did not follow the right

 ?( " way, (should they pave their way

****
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَا  ي- - 105

مُْتْیدَتَهْا اذَِا  َّلضَ  نْمَ  مکُُّرضُیَ  مْکُسَفُْناَ لا  مْکُْیلَعَ 

ِبنَُیفَ مْکُُئّ اعًیمجَ  مْکُعُجِرْمَ  هِّللا  یَلِا 

نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  امِب 

.O' you who have Faith! take care of your own selves . " 105

He who strays cannot harm you when you are on the right way. To Allah is your return

." totally; then He will inform you of what you had been doing

Commentary: verse 105

.Everybody Is Responsible of One's Own Deeds

In the previous verse, the words were about the blindly imitation of the people of the

Age of Ignorance from their misguided ancestors; and the Qur'ān warned them that

such an imitation did not adapt to wisdom and logic. Having this meaning in mind, they

might question that if they separated their account in such affairs with their

ancestors, then what about the fate of their ancestors. Besides, suppose they left that

imitation, what would be the fate of many people who acted under the influence of

 ? such an imitation

In answer to these questions, the holy verse addresses the believers and implies that

they are responsible of their own selves. These misguided persons from among their

ancestors, friends, and relatives, contemporary with them, could not harm them if

.they were on the right path

:It says

.O' you who have Faith! take care of your own selves " 

. ..." He who strays cannot harm you when you are on the right way
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Then, the Qur'ān refers to the subject of Resurrection and the reckoning of

:everyone's deeds, and says

." To Allah is your return totally; then He will inform you of what you had been doing "... 
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اوُنمَا نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَا  ي- - 106

هَِّیصِوَْلا نَیح  تُوْمَْلا  مُکُدَحَاَ  رَضَحَ  اذِا  مْکُِنْیَب  هُدَا  - هشَ

مْکُرِْیغَ نِْم  نِارخَا  وْاَ  مْکُْنِم  لٍدْعَ  اوذَ  نِانْثا 

تِوْمَْلا هُبَیصُم  مْکُْتَبا  - صاَفَ ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  مُْتْبرَضَ  مُْتناَ  نِْا 

مُْتْبتَرْا نِِا  هِّللاِب  نِامسِْقُیفَ  هِولَّصلا  دِْعَب  نِْم  امهَُنوسُِبحْتَ 

هِّللا هَدَا  - هشَ مُُتکَْن  لاوَ  یبرُْقاذ  نَاک  وَْلوَ  انًمََث  هِب  يرتَشَْن  لا 

نَیمِثلاْا نَمَِل  اذًِا  -ا  نِّا

O' you who have Faith! call to witness between you when death approaches any . " 106
of you, while making a bequest, two just persons from among you, or two others from

other than you, if you are travelling in the land and the affliction of death befalls you,
detain the two after the prayer, then if you doubt them, they shall swear by Allah

(saying): ` We will not sell it for any gain, even if it were a relative, and we will not

'." conceal the testimony of Allah; for then we would indeed be among the sinners

Occasion of Revelation verse 106

Upon the revelation of the above holy verse, as well as its two successive ones, it has

been narrated that: a Muslim believer, called Ibn-i-'Abī-Māriyah, accompanied with

two Christian Arabs, by the names of Tamīm and `Uday, came out of Medina with the

intention of trade. During the time they were travelling, Ibn-i-'Abi-Māriyah, who was a
Muslim, became sick. He wrote his testament and hid it inside his properties. Then he

.trusted those properties with his Christian fellow-travelers

Before his death, he bequeathed that those two Christians would deliver them to his

family. After his death, those two fellow-travelers untied his furniture and took its

worthy and interesting parts, and then they returned the rest to the inheritors of the

.man
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When the inheritors opened the parcel of the properties, they did not find some parts

of what Ibn-i-'Abi-Māriyah had brought with him. But suddenly they saw the

testament he had left. They found that the list of all the stolen things were recorded in
that testament. They detailed the matter for those two Christian fellow-travellers, but

they denied and said that they delivered them what he had given them. Then, they

could not help complaining the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). So, the verse was revealed and

.stated its ordinance

Commentary: verse 106

One of the most important matters which Islam emphasizes on is the subject of

observing and protecting the rights and properties of people, and, in general, the

.execution of social justice

At first, in order that the inheritors' rights in the properties of the diseased not to be

spoilt, and that the rights of those members remained behind, including orphans and

 : minors, not to be violated, the Qur'ān instructs the believers, saying

O' you who have Faith ! call to witness between you when death approaches any of " 
, ..." you, while making a bequest, two just persons from among you

Here, the expression of bearing witness, of course, is accompanied with the

accomplishment of testament. In other words, these two persons are witnesses to

.both the testament and the executors of the testament

Thus, the verse indicates that if you are on a journey and one of you is going to die

,and you cannot find any executors of testament and witnesses

then you may take two persons from non-Muslims for the purpose. The verse

:continues saying

or two others from other than you, if you are travelling in the land and the affliction "... 
, ..." of death befalls you

The objective meaning of `other than you' (non-Muslims) is only the people of the
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Book, viz. the Jews and the Christians, because nowhere Islam has attached

.importance to pagans and idolators

:Then the verse says

,detain the two after the prayer, then if you doubt them "... 
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they shall swear by Allah (saying) : ` We will not sell it for any gain, even if it were a
, ..." relative

:And also they should add

and we will not conceal the testimony of Allah; for then we would indeed be among "... 
'." the sinners

It is cited in Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 1, p. 185 that Hadrat Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

." (a.s.) said: " The quickest retribution is the retribution of a false oath

****
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امًْثِا اقّحَتَسْا  امَهَُّناَ  یلعَ  رَِثعُ  نْاِفَ  - 107

نِا - یَلوْلاَْا مُهِْیلَعَ  َّقحَتَسْا  نَیذَّلا  نَِم  امهُمَاقمَ  نِاموقُیَ  نِارخَا  فَ-

امهِِتدَا - هشَ نِْم  ُّقحَاَ  انُتدَا  - هشََل هِّللاِب  نِامسِْقُیفَ 

نَیمِلا - َّظلا نَمَِل  اذًِا  -ا  نِّا انْیدَتَعْا  امَوَ 

Then if it becomes known that both of them have been guilty of a sin (of perjury), . " 107
then two others (of Muslims) shall stand up in their place from among those nearest

(to the diseased) who have a claim against them, and swear by Allah: ` Certainly our

testimony is truer than the testimony of those two, and we have not transgressed

'." (the limits), for then we would indeed be of the unjust

Commentary: verse 107

It should be unconcealed that when those persons, who are next of kin to the dead,
bear witness or make an oath, their action is based on the information that they have

had from before about the dead person's properties at the time of journey or other

.than that

Therefore, you are not rightful to search or to be inquisitive, but when there comes

forth a new information, the situation changes. As the explanation of Mufradāt-i-
Rāqib, an Arabic-Persian dictionary, indicates, an acknowledgment without any

/research, in Arabic language, is called /`ur

 : The verse says

Then if it becomes known that both of them have been guilty of a sin (of perjury), " 
then two others (of Muslims) shall stand up in their place from among those nearest

(to the diseased) who have a claim against them, and swear by Allah: ` Certainly our

testimony is truer than the testimony of those two, and we have not transgressed

'." (the limits), for then we would indeed be of the unjust

****
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اههِجْوَ یلعَ  هِدَا  - هَّشلاِب اوُتأْیَ  نْاَ  یندْاَ  کَِل  ذ  - 108

مْهِِنا - مْیاَ دَْعَب  نٌا  - مْیاَ َّدرَُت  نْاَ  اوُفاخیَ  وْاَ 

ْاوعُمَسْاوَ هَّللا  ْاوقَُّتاوَ 

نَیقسِا - فْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هُّللاوَ لا 

This (style) is more proper that they give testimony truely, or fear that other . " 108
oaths be given after their oaths. And be in awe of Allah and hearken (His

." commandments), and Allah does not guide the transgressing people

Commentary: verse 108

The statement of this verse is about the philosophy of severity and accuracy of the

case which was referred to in the previous verses upon bearing witness and taking

.witnesses

Taking oath after the establishment of prayer at the presence of people, causes that

witnesses to be certainly true (not false), because if their witness is not accepted, that

.invalidity of their oath and witness may disgrace them in the society

:The verse says

This (style) is more proper that they give testimony truely, or fear that other oaths " 
be given after their oaths. And be in awe of Allah and hearken (His commandments),

." and Allah does not guide the transgressing people

****

p: 50

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2687 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 15: Covetousness of this worldly life

Point

Jesus only an apostle of Allah The disciples of Jesus demanding Jesus to get food for

them

.descended from heaven Their coveting of this worldly provision

مُْتْبجُِا اذام  لُوقُیَفَ  لَسُُّرلا  هُّللا  عُمَجْیَ  مَوْیَ  - 109

بِوُیغُْلا مُلاّعَ  تَْناَ  کََّنِا  انَل  مَْلعِ  ْاوُلاق لا 

Remember) the Day Allah will gather the messengers, and say: ` What . " ) 109
response were you given ?' They will say : We have no knowledge, verily You are the

'." All-Knowing of the Unseen

Commentary: verse 109

This verse, in fact, is a complement for the previous verses. At the end of those

verses, where the words were about bearing witness upon right or wrong, the Qur'ān

enjoins people to piety and being afraid of offending the command of Allah. In this

verse, it warns people of the Day Allah gathers the prophets and asks them about

their messengership and responsibility, and tells them what the people responded

 : when they invited those people to the Truth. The verse says

Remember) the Day Allah will gather the messengers, and say: ` What response ")
 ? ' ..." were you given

The messengers will negate of having any knowledge from their own selves, and they

will depend the whole facts to the knowledge of Allah (s.w.t.) Who knows all the

.Unseen and the concealed affairs of the world of existence

 : Here is the rest of the verse

They will say : ` We have no knowledge, verily You are the All-Knowing of the "... 
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'." Unseen

Thus, the verse, addressing the concerning people, implies that they are confronted

with such a Lord Who is All-Knowing and Who is the
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Judge of such a court. Therefore, they must be careful of right and justice in their

.bearing witnesses, too

In the concluding phrase of the verse, the Qur'ān remarks that the real knowledge

belongs to Allah, and whatever knowledge is found in any person bas been obtained

from Him. It is simlar to the fact that only He knows the Unseen, and He gives a part

.of its knowledge to whomever He desires

****
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کَْیلَعَ یتمَْعِن  رْکُذْا  مَیَرْمَ  نَْبا  یسَیعا  هُّللا ي- لَاق  ذِْا  - 110

لاًهْکَوَ دِهْمَْلا  یِف  سَاّنلا  ِلکَُت  مُّ سِدُقُْلا  حِورُِب  کَُتدَّیاَ  ذِْا  کَِتدَِل  یلعَوَ وَ 

لَیجنلاِْاوَ -هَ  لرَوَّْتلاوَ هَمَکْحِْلاوَ  بَا  - تکِْلا کَُتمَّْلعَ  ذِْاوَ 

ینذْاِِب ارًْیطَ  نُوکُتَفَ  اهیف  خُفُْنتَفَ  ینذْاِِب  رِْیَّطلا  هِئَْیهَکَ  نِیطّلا  نَِم  قُُلخْتَ  ذِْاوَ 

ینذْاِِب یتوْمَْلا  جُرِخُْت  ذِْاوَ  ینذْاِِب  صَرَْبلاَْاوَ  هَمَکْلاَْا  ئُرِْبُتوَ 

تِا - ِیبَْلاِب نّ مْهُتَْئجِ  ذِْا  کَْنعَ  لَیِئا  رسِْا  ینَب  تُْففَکَ  ذِْاوَ 

مْهُْنِم اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  لَاقفَ 

نٌیبُم رٌحْسِ  لاِّا  اذ  نِْا ه-

Remember) when Allah said : ` O' Jesus, son of Mary! Remember My blessing . " ) 110
on you and on your mother, when I strengthened you with the Holy Spirit, you spoke

to the people (both) in the cradle (through miracle) and in adulthood (through

revelation), and when I taught you the Book and the Wisdom and the Turah and the

Evangel, and when you did make of clay a thing like the shape of a bird, by My leave,
and then did breathe into it and it became a bird, by My leave; and you did heal the

blind and the leprous, by My leave, and you did raise the dead (from their graves), by

My leave; and (remember) when I withheld the Children of Israel from you when you

 : brought them manifest proofs, but those who disbelieved among them said

'." This is nothing but clear magic`

Commentary : verse 110

Point

From the above verse on, up to the end of Sura Al-Mā'idah, the contents of the verses

.(. are about Jesus (a.s

In this verse, speaking about Messiah (a.s.), sorts of Divine favours, and at the top of
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.all, strengthening him with the Holy Spirit, have been stated
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The purpose of blessing on Messiah's mother may be the gladtidings about Jesus to

her and the talk between Mary and the angels, referred to in verses 45 to 50 from Sura

 ! ..." 'Āl-i-`Imrān, No 3, where it says: "(Remember) when the angels said : ` O' Mary

Thus, even prophets should not neglect the remembrance of the blessings of Allah.
Allah's graces and blessings of Allah. Allah's graces and blessings bestowed to His

.saints, cause encouragement in the followers of Truth

The matters stated in the verse

:There are some matters stated in this verse which will be referred to as follows

A woman can be promoted so high in the rank that she may be spoken about . 1
.together with a prophet

Remember) when Allah said : ` O' Jesus, son of Mary! Remember My blessing on " )
, ..." you and on your mother, when I strengthened you with the Holy Spirit

By a single statement in the cradle, Jesus confirmed both his own prophethood and . 2
.his mother's chastity and inerrancy

you spoke to the people (both) in the cradle (through miracle) and in adulthood "... 
(, ..." (through revelation

Prophets should have both knowledge and awareness; and also they should know . 3
.the words of the former prophets and have a new message both

,and when I taught you the Book and the Wisdom and the Turah and the Evangel "... 
..."

.The miraculous breath of Christ caused an inanimate thing to fly . 4

.But the hearts of the Children of Israel were not moved by it

, ..." and when you did make of clay a thing like the shape of a bird, by My leave "... 
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When Allah gives prophets the ability of restoring to life and healing the sick, . 5
people's supplicating and imploring for help must also be permissible. (We question

the opponents of this idea whether it can be considered that Allah gives an ability to a
.( person but prohibits people from paying attention to it

and then did breathe into it and it became a bird, by My leave; and you did heal the "... 
blind and the leprous, by My
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; ..." leave, and you did raise the dead (from their graves), by My leave

The Children of Isreal attempted the life of Jesus (a.s.), but that malice was warded . 6
.off by Allah

and (remember) when I withheld the Children of Israel from you when you brought "...
 : them manifest proofs, but those who disbelieved among them said

'." This is nothing but clear magic`

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: " there were two phrases carved on the ring of Jesus (a.s.)
which were recited: " Happy is the servant by whom Allah is remembered; and woe on

(. the servant because of whom Allah be forgotten." (Bihạ̄r-ul-'Anwār, vol. 14, p. 247

Jesus (a.s.) said: " Whatever bad word that you utter, you will receive its respose in

(Hereafter." (Bihạ̄r-ul-'Anwār, vol. 14, p. 314

Imam Sajjād (a.s.) said that Jesus (a.s.) told the disciples: " Verily the world is a bridge

to pass through, so do not try to furnish and maintain it." (Bihạ̄r-ul-'Anwār, vol. 14, p.
(319

****
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یلوسُرَِبوَ یب  اوُنِما  نْاَ  نَّیرِاوحَْلا  یَلِا  تُْیحَوْاَ  ذِْاوَ  - 111

نَومُِلسُْم انَّناَِب  دْهَشْاوَ  اّنمَا  اوُلاق 

And (remember) when I revealed unto the disciples: ` Believe in Me and in My . " 111
Messenger,' they said: ` We believe, and bear You witness that we are Muslims (who

( '." submit ourselves

Commentary : verse 111

The objective meaning of ` revealing unto the disciples', mentioned in the verse, is

either inspiring unto their own hearts, or conveying the Message by the way of

.(. revealing it unto Jesus (a.s

.Thus, sometimes Allah may inspire some inspiration unto the receptive hearts

The Divine inspirations unto people are alongside the path of confirming the Divine

Prophets, inspirations, not against them. Therefore believing in Allah is not aloof from

.believing in His Messenger

 : The verse says

And (remember) when I revealed unto the disciples: ` Believe in Me and in My " 
Messenger,' they said: ` We believe, and bear You witness that we are Muslims (who

( '." submit ourselves

****
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مَیَرْمَ نَْبا  یسَیعا  نَوُّیرِاوحَْلا ي- لَاق  ذِْا  - 211

ءِامَّسلا نَِم  هًدَِئام  انْیلَعَ  لَزِّنَُی  نْاَ  کَُّبرَ  عُیطتَسْیَ  لْهَ 

نَینِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  هَّللا  اوقَُّتا  لَاق 

انتَْقدَصَ دْقَ  نْاَ  مَلَْعَنوَ  انُبوُلُق  َّنِئمَطْتَوَ  اهْنِم  لَکُأَْن  نْاَ  دُیرُن  ْاوُلاق  - 113

نَیدهِا - شّلا نَِم  اهْیلَعَ  نَوکَُنوَ 

Remember) when the disciples said : ` O' Jesus son of Mary! is your Lord able to . " ) 112
:send down to us a table from the sky ? ' (Jesus) said

 '. " Be in awe of Allah if you are believers ` 

They said: ` We desire to eat from it, and our hearts would be at rest, and we . " 113
would know that you have told us the truth, and that we may be of the witnesses

'." upon it

Commentary : verse 112-113

Point

This holy verse points the well-known process of ` The table of Food ' sent from the

 : sky. It says

Remember) when the disciples said : ` O' Jesus son of Mary! is your Lord able to " )
 ? ..." send down to us a table from the sky

Messiah became uneasy of this question of theirs, their statement containted the

smell of doubt, because he had brought plenty of verses and signs for them. So, as a
:warning, he admonished them

 '. " Jesus) said: ` Be in awe of Allah if you are believers "... )

But, soon after that, they informed Jesus that they had not an evil aim by that
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suggestion. They said that they did not intend obstinacy, but they wanted to eat from

that ` Table of Food ' in order to obtain not only the luminosity created by that

nutrition in their souls (because nutrition certainly affects in man's soul), but also their

,hearts would be at rest. So
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by observing that great miracle, they might reach the bound of certainty of sight and

knew that whatever he had told them was true, and that they could bear witness over

.it

 : The verse says

They said: ` We desire to eat from it, and our hearts would be at rest, and we would " 
'." know that you have told us the truth, and that we may be of the witnesses upon it

 : Explanations

The reason that the Sura has been nominated by the appellation of `Al-Mā'idah' is . 1
because of the very desire of `Table of Food' that they demanded to come from the

.sky

The Arabic word ` Al-Mā'idah ' means both `food' and `the table wherein there is . 2
'. food

****
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ءِامَّسلا نَِم  هًدَِئام  انْیلَعَ  لْزِناَ  انَّبرَ  َّمهُّللا  مَیَرْمَ  نُْبا  یسَیع  لَاق  - 114

انْقزُرْاوَ کَْنِم  هًیَاوَ  انرِخِاوَ  انِلَّولاَِ  ادًیع  انَل  نُوکُتَ 

نَیقزِا رّلا  رُْیخَ  تَْناَوَ 

Jesus, son of Mary, said : ` O' Allah, our Lord ! send down to us a table from the . " 114
sky, to be a festival for us, for the first of us and for the last of us and a sign from You;

." and provide us (with our) sustenance, for You are the best of sustainers

Commentary : verse 114

All supplications mentioned in the Qur'ān begin with /rabbanā/ ` O' Our Lord ' ! , but in
this verse it has begun with two words ` O' Allah, our Lord !'. This difference may be

.for the importance of this miraculous happening and the concerning consequences

Supplication, imploring for help and asking a boon from the side of the friends of Allah,
:is permissible. The supplication of Jesus in this verse is as follows

Jesus, son of Mary, said : `O'Allah, our Lord ! send down to us a table from the sky, to " 
be a festival for us, for the first of us and for the last of us and a sign from You; and

." provide us (with our) sustenance, for You are the best of sustainers

There have been prophets sent for all human beings and generations in the history of

.man

To celebrate a festival is a proper action from the point of the Qur'ān. The birth of the

friends of Allah and the mission of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) is not less than the

descent of the table of food from the sky. So, we must always learn things from the

.Signs of Allah and His Power

****
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مْکُْیلَعَ اهُلزِّنَُم  یّنِا  هُّللا  لَاق  - 115

ادًحَاَ هُُبذِّعَُا  اًباذعَ لا  هُُبذِّعَُا  یّناِفَ  مْکُنِم  دُْعَب  رْفُکْیَ  نْمَفَ 

نَیمَلا - عْلا نَِم 

Allah said: ` Verily I will send it unto you, but whoever shall disbelieve thereafter . " 115
among you, surely will I punish him with a punishment such as I do not punish anyone

('. " in the worlds (with the like of it

Commentary : verse 115

.From the point of threat, this verse is at the top in the Qur'ān for warning people

Allah said: ` Verily I will send it unto you, but whoever shall disbelieve thereafter " 
among you, surely will I punish him with a punishment such as I do not punish anyone

('. " in the worlds (with the like of it

It is evident that the more a person expects (ie. the Table of Food from the sky) the

.more he should undertake. A high summit has a dangerous deep valley

However, it should be noted that although the table of food was discended from the

sky for the companions of Jesus (a.s.), according to some traditions, there discended

fruits from Heaven for the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), too, and the essence of Fātimah

.(a.s.) was formed from those heavenly fruits

****
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Section 16 :Teachings of Jesus corrupted after his departure

Point

Teachings of Jesus Jesus was deified after his departure Reward for the Faithful

مَیَرْمَ نَْبا  یسَیعا  هُّللا ي- لَاق  ذِْاوَ  - 116

هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  نِْیهَ  - لِا ِمُاوَ  یَّ ینوذُخَِّتا  سِاّنلِل  تَْلُق  تَْناَءَ 

کََنا - حْبسُ لَاق 

قٍّحَِب یل  سَْیَل  ام  لَوُقاَ  نْاَ  یل  نُوکُیَ  ام 

هُتَمِْلعَ دْقَفَ  هُُتْلُق  تُْنکُ  نِْا 

کَسِْفَن یف  ام  مُلَعْاَ  لاوَ  یسْفَن  یف  ام  مُلَْعتَ 

بِوُیغُْلا مُلاّعَ  تَْناَ  کََّنِا 

 : And when Allah says: ` O' Jesus son of Mary! did you say to the people . " 116

:Take me and my mother for two gods besides Allah ?' He (Jesus) says ` 

Glory be to You ! It was not mine to utter what I had no right to (say). Had I said it,`

then You would have known it. You know whatever is in my self, and I do not know

.what is in Your Self

'." Verily You are the Knower of all the unseen

Commentary : verse 116

 ! Disgust of Jesus from His Followers' Idolatry

This verse and a couple of verses next to it discuss about the word of Allah with Jesus

 : (a.s.) on the Day of Judgement. It says

:And when Allah says: ` O' Jesus son of Mary! did you say to the people " 
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 ?' ..." Take me and my mother for two gods besides Allah ` 
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.With a high respect, Jesus replies a few sentences in answer to this question

At first he begins his expression with glorification of Allah from any partner and . 1
 : compeer, and says

! ..." He (Jesus) says : ` Glory be to You

.Then he continues saying that how he could say what was not appropriate to him . 2

 ..." It was not mine to utter what I had no right to say "... 

In fact, not only he negates this meaning from himself, but also he says that basically

he has not such a right, and a statement like that does not apt to his rank and his

.situation at all

 : Then he refers to the infinite knowledge of Allah, and, as his evidence, he says . 3

Had I said it, You wold have known it. You know whatever is in my self, and I do not

.know what is in Your Self

'." Verily You are the Knower of all the unseen

****
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هِب ینتَرْمَاَ  ام  لاِّا  مْهَُل  تُْلُق  ام  - 117

مْهِیف تُْمدُام  ادًیهشَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تُْنکُوَ  مْکَُّبرَوَ  یّبرَ  هَّللا  اودُُبعْا  نِاَ 

مْهِْیلَعَ بَیقَّرلا  تَْناَ  تَْنکُ  ینتَْیَّفوَتَ  امّلَفَ 

دٌیهشَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  تَْناَوَ 

كَدُابعِ مْهَُّناِفَ  مْهُْبذِّعَُت  نِْا  - 118

مُیکحَْلا زُیزعَْلا  تَْناَ  کََّناِفَ  مْهَُل  رْفِْغتَ  نِْاوَ 

I did not say to them (anything) except what you commanded me with; (saying) : . " 117
` That worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.' And I was a witness

to them so long as I was among them. But when You took me up, You were the

." Watcher over them, and You are witness to all things

If You punish them, then surely they are Your servants; and if You forgive them, . " 118
." then You are indeed the Mightly, the Wise

Commentary : verses 117-118

Prophets are infallible and do not do anything but the command of Allah. They cause

.no change in the Divine revelation

Prophet Jesus (a.s.) considered himself as other people and trained by Allah. However,
 : prophets are witnesses to the deeds of people. The verse says

;I did not say to them (anything) except what you commanded me with " 

saying) : ` That worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.' And I was a witness to them so)
long as I was among them. But when You took me up, You were the Watcher over

." them, and You are witness to all things

****
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In the above-mentioned second holy verse, Jesus (a.s.) introduces himself as a good-
for-nothing one, and, depending the acts of punishment
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and forgiveness on Allah, he confesses that he has no ability nor effectiveness in this

regard. It is only He (s.w.t.) Who has authority over His Own servants. He may punish

.them or forgive them as He pleases

Neither His forgiveness is a sign of weakness, nor His punishment is undue and

.unwise

 : The verse says

If You punish them, then surely they are Your servants; and if You forgive them, " 
." then You are indeed the Mightly, the Wise

As Abuthar has narrated, one night the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) repeated this verse

again and again until morning. He (p.b.u.h.) recited it in his prayers when he bowed

down and prostrated. He asked for forgiveness so much so that it was bestowed to

(him. (1

****
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مْهُُقدْصِ نَیقدِا  - صّلا عُفَْنیَ  مُوْیَ  اذ  هُّللا ه- لَاق  - 119

ادًَباَ اهیف  نَیدِلا  رُا خ- - هْنلاَْا اهَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ  تٌا  - نّجَ مْهَُل 

هُْنعَ اوضُرَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  هُّللا  یَضِرَ 

مُیظعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  کَِل  ذ 

َّنهِیف اموَ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا کُْلُم  هِّلِل  - 120

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  وَهُوَ 

Allah said: ` This is the day when shall benefit the truthful ones their truth. For . " 119
them there are gardens beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they abide forever.
Allah is well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased with Him. This is the great

." success

To Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth and whatever is . " 120
." in them, and He is All-Powerful over all things

Commentary : verses 119-120

Following the explanation mentioned about the talk of Allah with Jesus, the content of

 : this verse refers to the words of Allah after that talk and it says

. ..." Allah said: ` This is the day when shall benefit the truthful ones their truth " 

 : Then, concerning the reward of the truthful ones, the Qur'ān says as follows

For them there are gardens beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they abide "... 
. ..." forever

More significant than that blessing, which is of the material examples, there is this

 : blessing that

. ..." Allah is well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased with Him "... 
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And, there is no doubt that this great merit, which is inclusive of
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material and spiritual merits, is counted the great salvation. The verse continues

 : saying

." This is the great success "... 

 : In the second verse, it points to the possession and sovereignty of Allah, when it says

To Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth and whatever is in " 
." them, and He is All-Powerful over all things

The End of Sura Al-Mā'idah

****
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(Sura Al-'An`ām No. 6 (165 verses

Introduction to the Sura

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

:Introduction to the Sura

This Sura is the sixty ninth Sura which was revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in Mecca.
As the Traditions of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) indicate, all the verses of this Sura were revealed

at the same time. Similar to other Meccan Suras, the basic aim of this Sura is inviting

people to the triple principals of unity of Allah, Prophecy, and Resurrection, but most

.of all, it emphasizes on monotheism and opposing paganism and idolatry

Paying attention carefully to the contents of the verses of this Sura can remove the

soul of hypocrisy and disperse from among Muslims, and cause the ears to be

.hearing, the eyes to be clear-sighted, and the hearts (minds) to be knowledgeable

About the virtue of this Sura, in the Islamic traditions, it is cited that when this Sura

.was revealed, seventy thousand angels were taking after it

And that every believer who recites it, (because of its light, his soul and self may be

satiated from the spring of monotheism and) all those angels will ask forgiveness for

.that person

Also, `Ayyāshī himself has narrated from 'Abī-Basị̄r that Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said : " Sura

Al-'An`ām was revealed at the same time while seventy thousand angels were

respectfully accompanying it, because there has mentioned the name of Allah in

seventy occurrences of it. If people knew how much virtue there lies in its recitation,
." they would never leave it out

Then Imam (a.s.) continued saying: " Whoever is in want of a requirement from Allah

and he desires it to be granted, he should establish four units (rac`at) of prayer

consisting of Al-Fātihat-ul-Kitāb and Sura Al-'An`ām. Then when he finishes the

recitation of the Sura, he
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 : should recite the following supplication

 ! O' The Generous ! O' The Generous ! O' The Generous

 ! O' The Great ! O' The Great ! O' The Great

 ! O' Greater than any great

 ! O' The Hearer of supplications

 ! O' He Whom nights and days do not change

 ! Blessing and peace be upon Muhammad and his descendents

May You have mercy upon my weakness, my poverty, my needinlss, and my

 ! wretchedness

O' He Who had mercy upon Jacob, the elder, while He returned Yusef, his dear one, to

 ! him

( ! O' He Who had mercy on Job after his long trial (of afliction

 ! O' He Who had mercy upon Muhammad and Who sheltered him, the orphan

And Who assisted him against tyrants of Quraysh and their false deities, and gave him

!authority upon them

 ! O' Helper ! O' Helper ! O' Helper

By Allah ! If you recite this supplication and ask Allah for your whole needs, He will"

(bestow (them to) you."(1

Ali-ibn-`Ibrāhīm has narrated from Hadrat Ridā (a.s.), the eighth Imam, who said "

Sura Al-`An`ām was sent down at the same time and seventy thousand angels

accompanied it with the sound of glorification, exaltation and proclamation of His

greatness. Whoever recites this Sura, angels will give glory (unto Allah) for him until

(the Resurrection Day." (2
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Section 1: The Ultimate triumph of the Truth

Point

The Divine Unity The curse fallen upon the previous disbelieving nations

.the previous apostles also were mocked

By The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

مِا - عَْنلاَْا هُرَوسُ 

مِیحَّرلا -نِ  محَّْرلا هِّللا  مِسِْب 

ضَرْلاَْاوَ تِا  -و  مَّسلا قَلَخَ  يذَّلا  هِّلِل  دُمْحَْلاَ  - 1

رَوُّنلاوَ تِا  - مُل - ُّظلا لَعَجَوَ 

نَوُلدِْعیَ مْهِِّبرَِب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  َّمُث 

All) praise belongs to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth and . " ) 1
appointed darkness and light; yet those who disbelieve hold (others) as equal with

." their Lord

Commentary : verse 1

In the whole text of the Qur'ān, the Arabic word /nūr/ (light) has been mentioned in the

singular form while its opposite term, /zulumāt/ (darkness), has occurred in its plural

form. The concerning reason is that the `Truth' is only one, but the false ways are

.many. `Light' is the secret of unity but `darkness' is the cause of dispersion

Therefore, the first verse of this Sura points to the system of existence, the second

verse hints to the creation of man; and the third verse refers to the deeds and

.behaviour of human beings

All) praise belongs to Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth and appointed " )
darkness and light; yet those who disbelieve hold (others) as equal
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." with their Lord

And, as Hadrat Ali (a.s.) has said, this verse is an answer to three groups of the

 : deluded people

A) The materialists, who deny the creation and temporal contingency

(. (phenomenality

 ..." created the heavens "... 

(B) Dualists, who believe that `light' and `darkness' have two separate origins.(1

; ..." and appointed darkness and light "... 

(C) Disbelievers, who associate others as partners and equal with Allah.(2

." yet, those who disbelieve hold (others) as equal with their Lord "... 

****

p: 70

Tafsir-ul-Kashi, vol. 2, p. 158 1 - 1
Nur-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 1, p. 701 2 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2717 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_70_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_70_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نٍیط نِْم  مْکُقَلَخَ  يذَّلا  وَهُ  - 2

نَورُتَمْتَ مُْتْناَ  َّمُث  هُدَْنعِ  یمسَُّم  لٌجَاَوَ  لاًجَاَ  یضقَ  َّمُث 

He it is Who created you from clay, then decreed a term (for your life) and the . " 2
." term is fixed with Him, yet still you doubt

Commentary : verse 2

Point

In the previous verse, extrovertive phenomena and the creation of the heavens and

the earth were mentioned. Here, in this verse, the creation of Man and the innate

.affairs are referred to

More than twenty times the term of /ajalin musammā/ (the appointed end) has been

.stated in the Qur'ān

Concerning the life's final term, Allah has appointed two kinds of time for humankind.
One of them is so certain that if all protections be fulfilled, too, the course of lifetime

.will be consumed and, like the oil of a torch, it will be finished

.The second divine appointed time is concerned to our own conduct

.It is like an oil lamp which contains enough oil but we put it in the current of a storm

In the Islamic literature, deeds such as visiting ones kin, free will offering, alms, and

supplications are recorded as the factors that cause the lifetime to be prolonged;

while some actions like break off connection with one's kindred and injustice have

.been introduced as the cause of shortening the lifetime of the one

It is narrated from Ibn-`Abbās that Allah has set two kinds of `appointed end' for

humankind. One of them is from birthday until death, and the other is from death until

the day of Resurrection. By his deeds, a person may sometimes decrease from one

and increase the time of the other. Therefore, the conclusion of the life's final term of
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.no person is changeable

The verse, addressing the infidels, implies that such people, who are polytheists, are

doubtful about the Creator Who has created man from this worthless origin, viz. clay,
and Who has passed him from these amazing
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 ! and wonderful stages

He it is Who created you from clay, then decreed a term (for your life) and the term " 
." is fixed with Him, yet still you doubt

Adam was created from clay

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: " Allah has created Adam from clay, and He has prohibited clay

." for his progeny to eat

In another tradition the Imam (a.s.) has said: " The one who is greedy in eating clay,
." he has surely taken part in shedding his own blood

(Safīnat-ul-Bihạ̄r, vol. 2, p. 103)

****
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ضِرْلاَْا یِفوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا یِف  هُّللا  وَهُوَ  - 3

مْکُرَهْجَوَ مْکَُّرسِ  مُلَْعیَ 

نَوُبسِکْتَ ام  مُلَْعیَوَ 

And He is Allah in the heavens and in the earth ! He knows your secret and your . " 3
." open, and He knows what you earn

Commentary : verse 3

In answer to those who consider a separate god for every type of thing, such as god

 : of rain, god of war, god of peace, god of sky, and the like of them (1) , the verse says

 ! ..." And He is Allah in the heavens and in the earth " 

It is obvious that the One Who dominates everywhere and in whose authority is the

divise of everything, the Omnipresent, knows all the secret and concealed things. So,
:it is such that in the next sentence, the verse says

." He knows your secret and your open, and He knows what you earn "... 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Allah revealed Abraham (a.s.), saying: ` O' Ibrāhīm ! I
'." am Aware and I like the aware ones

(Al-Muhajjat-ul-Baydā', vol. 1, p. 15)

****
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هٍیَا نِْم  مْهِیتأْتَ  اموَ  - 4

نَیضرِْعُم -ا  هْنعَ ْاوُناک  لاِّا  مْهِِّبرَ  تِا  - يا نِْم 

اؤُ - بْناَ مْهِیتأْیَ  فَوْسَفَ  مْهُءَاج  امَّل  قِّحَْلاِب  اوُبَّذکَ  دْقَفَ  - 5

نَؤُزِهْتَسْیَ هِب  اوُناک  ام 

There never came unto them any Sign from the Signs of their Lord but they turned . " 4
." away from it

So they indeed belied the truth when it came unto them, therefore very soon the . " 5
." (bitter) tidings will come to them of what they used to mock at

Commentary : verses 4-5

Point

As it was mentioned before, the words stated in Sura Al-'An`ām mostly address

polytheists. The fact is that the Qur'ān applies kinds of different means to inform them

might be they become aware. This verse points to the pagans' mood of obstinacy,
heedlessness, and arrogance against the truth and the sings of Allah. It implies that

they are so obstinate and disrespectful that whatever sign out of Allah's signs they

 : see they immediately turn aside from it. The verse says

There never came unto them any Sign from the Signs of their Lord but they turned " 
." away from it

This quality was not confined to the Age of Ignorance and the pagans of Arab. At the

present time, even, there are many persons who do not suffer the trouble of only one

hour research and investigation about their Lord and the divine religion. So, it is

evident that when they come across a book or a passage in this field, they do not

.study it

Moreover, if a person speaks with them upon the matter, they usually do not listen to
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him. These people are some ignorant and unaware arrogant ones who may

.sometimes appear in society in the form of scientists

****
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 : Then, the next verse points to the consequence of this very action of theirs, and says

, ..." So they indeed belied the truth when it came unto them " 

It is in a case that if they contemplated carefully over the Divine verses, they would

.see the truth very well, and recognize it and believe in it

 : The verse continues saying

therefore very soon the (bitter) tidings will come to them of what they used to "... 
." mock at

The stages of infidelity

In fact, the two above-mentioned verses refer to three stages of infidelity where,
.stage by stage, they are intensified

At first, it is the stage of turning away. Then there comes the stage of belying the

Divine verses. And, after that, there is the stage of mocking the facts and Signs of

.Allah

****
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نٍرْقَ نِْم  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  انکْلَهْاَ  مْکَ  اوْرَیَ  مَْلاَ  - 6

ارًاردِْم مْهِْیلَعَ  ءَامَّسلا  انَْلسَرْاَوَ  مْکَُل  نْکِّمَُن  مَْل  ام  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  مْهُا  - نَّّکمَ

مْهِِبوُنذُِب مْهُا  - نکْلَهْاَفَ مْهِِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ  رَا  - هْنلاَْا انَْلعَجَوَ 

نَیرخَا اًنرْقَ  مْهِدِْعَب  نِْم  انأْشَْناَوَ 

Have they not considered how many a generation We destroyed before them, . " 6
whom We had established in the earth (to the extent) that We have not established

you, and We sent abundant (water down from) the sky upon them and made the

rivers flow beneath them ? Yet We destroyed them for their sins, and raised up after

." them another generation

Commentary : verse 6

.We must take an example from the history and fate of others

 ..." Have they not considered " 

This style is one of the training methods of the Qur'ān by which it states some factual

.and teaching stories

The retribution of those who abuse the divine facilities given to them in this world, is
.destruction

, ..." how many a generation We destroyed before them "... 

Besides the chastisement in the Hereafter, Allah punishes the sinners in the present

.world, too

, ..." Yet We destroyed them for their sins "... 

The powerful people should not think that they are always in comfort in the world. The

.Lord punishes them and substitudes some others in their place

whom We had established in the earth (to the extent) that We have not established "... 
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you, and We sent abundant (water down from) the sky upon them and made the

? ..." rivers flow beneath them

.Thus, the cause of all inflictions are people's own deeds

Yet We destroyed them for their sins, and raised up after them another "... 
." generation
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The Qur'ānic term /qarn/ is used for calling a community who had been utterly

(. destroyed so that none of them remained after them, (cited in Aqrab-ul-Mawārid

/. All people who live comtemporarily are also called in Arabic /qarn

They are usually a generation living a length of time about 60 years or 80 years or 100
years. (cited in commentary books entitled Almīzān, and Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr, by Fakhr-i-

(Rāzī

****
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کَْیلَعَ انْلَّزَن  وَْلوَ  - 7

اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  لَاقَل  مْهِیدْیاَِب  هُوسُمَلَفَ  سٍاطرِْق  یف  اًبا  - تکِ

نٌیبُم رٌحْسِ  لاِّا  اذ  نِْا ه-

And had We sent down unto you a book written on a paper, so that they touched it . " 7
:with their hands, certainly (still) the disbelievers would have said

.' " This is nought but manifest sorcery ` 

Commentary : verse 7

Some of pagans used to say that they might believe when a written paper

accompanied with an angel was sent down to them. But they told a lie, and they were

.seeking an excuse

This idea means that the circle of obstinacy of such people have become so vastly

expanded that they reject the most clear perceptible things, and refrain from

.submitting to them under the pretext of manifest sorcery

:The verse says

And had We sent down unto you a book written on a paper, so that they touched it " 
:with their hands, certainly (still) the disbelievers would have said

.' " This is nought but manifest sorcery ` 

****
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کٌلَمَ هِْیلَعَ  لَزِْنُا  لاوَْل  اوُلاقوَ  - 8

نَورُظَْنُی َّمُث لا  رُْملاَْا  یَضِقَُل  اکًلَمَ  انْلزَْناَ  وَْلوَ 

And they said: ` Why has not an angel been sent down to him ? And if We had sent . " 8
,down an angel, the matter would have certainly been determined

." and then they would not be granted any respite

Commentary : verse 8

The disbelievers protested why there was not sent down an angel to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) so openly that they could see him with their own eyes and, consequently,
.they might attest his prophethood

 ? ..." And they said: ` Why has not an angel been sent down to him " 

Then, in order to show that their disobedience has reached to its climax, the verse

implies that had Allah sent down an angel as they wished, they would not have

believed. So, the divine wisdom and common good rquired that Allah should not

respite them any more, and would immediately involve them in a punishment to

 : destroy them. The verse itself says

And if we had sent down an angel, the matter would have certainly been "... 
." determined, and then they would not be granted any respite

****
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اکًلَمَ هُا  - نْلعَجَ وَْلوَ  - 9

نَوسُِبْلیَ ام  مهِْیلَعَ  انسْبَلََلوَ  لاًجُرَ  هُا  - نْلعَجََل

And had We appointed him (Our Messenger) an angel, We would certainly have . " 9
made him as a man, and We would certainly have made confused to them what they

." (now) make confused

Commentary : verse 9

If an angel were to become an example of human beings, how could it be the symbol

 ? of those persons who are in the storm of their low instincts, food and lusts

Therefore, the verse may mean that if the Prophet were an angel, he would appear in
the guise of a man so that they could see him. This matter would cause people to be

.led into an error whether he is a human being or an angel

And had We appointed him (Our Messenger) an angel, We would certainly have " 
made him as a man, and We would certainly have made confused to them what they

." (now) make confused

However, for the purpose of training and invitation, people should be given some

symbols from among themselves, so that those symbols take the lead in invitations

and actions. Besides, people and angels have not a general resemblance with each

.other

'. Again, according to the words of the Qur'ān, the prophet of Allah should be a `male

Thus, Allah's ways of treatment have been arranged wisely, and they do not change

.with the desires of this one or that one

****
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کَِلْبقَ نِْم  لٍسُرُِب  ئَزِهُْتسْا  دِقََلوَ  - 10

اوُنا بِ-ه -مْ م-ا ك- هُْنِم اورُ  - خِسَ نَیذ  - َّلاِب قَا  - حفَ

نَؤُزِهْتَسْیَ

And certainly some Messengers were mocked at, before you, then the retribution . " 10
.which they used to ridicule fell on them

Commentary : verse 10

This verse can be counted as a soothing for the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). The

evidence is that, firstly, the former messengers of Allah were mocked, too; secondly,
the mockers will be confronted with not only the chastisement of the Hereafter but

also the Divine wrath in the present world. Their own dangerous plots will surround

.the plotters themselves

 : The verse says

And certainly some Messengers were mocked at before you, then the retribution . " 10
.which they used to ridicule fell on them

.However, mockery is one of the great sins which has been promised punishment for

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " The most loser of people is the one who is
(able to tell the truth but he does not."(1

****

p: 81

Qurar-ul-Hikam, No. 3178 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2731 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_81_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 2: Allah Has Ordained Mercy on Himself

Point

The greatness of the Divine Mercy None can help when the

.wrath of Allah afflicts any one

نَاک فَْیکَ  اورُظُْنا  َّمُث  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  ْاورُیس  لُْق  - 11

نَیبذِّکَمُْلا هُبَِقا  ع-

 '." Say: ` Travel in the earth, then see what has been the end of the rejecters . " 11

Commentary : verse 11

Here, the Qur'ān has taken another method of awakening these arrogant conceited

 : persons. It tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to admonish them by such a statement

 ..." Say : Travel in the earth"

No doubt that seeing the remaining traces of the former people by one's eyes and

those nations who pave the way of distruction as a result of neglecting the facts, is

more effective than studying their history in their concerning books. The reason is

.that these traces make the truth more sensible and perceptible

By the way, it should be noted that such a fleeting beauty or splendour is not

.important, but the final consequence is important

 ..." the end of the rejecters "... 

Thus, the failure of the opponents of the truth is certain. If you doubt, you can study

their history, or by travelling, you can see their traces and take an example from

.them

It is noteworthy to know that the divine commandment mentioned by the holy phrase

: " Travel in the earth ", which is recited in this verse, has occurred six times in the
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.Qur'ān

Unfortunately, the infidels observed this expressive commandment

p: 82

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2733 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


more practically than the Muslims. They travelled into Islamic countries and explored

all parts of their lands and became aware of their mines, stores, the points of their

strength and weakness, their cultural works, manuscripts and arts, and spoilt them

.while Muslims were in the sleep of negligence

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " By his lie, a liar obtains the Wrath of Allah,
the Glorified, the affront of people, and the enmity of angels." (Qurar-ul-Ḥikam, vol. 2,

(p. 876

Again, this Imam (a.s.) said: " The end of telling a lie is reproach and regret." (Qurar-
(ul-Ḥikam, vol. 2, p. 502

****
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هِّلِل لُْق  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا یِف  ام  نْمَِل  لُْق  - 12

هِیف بَْیرَ  هِمَ لا  - یقِْلا مِوْیَ  یلِا  مْکَُّنعَمَجْیََل  هَمَحَّْرلا  هِسِْفَن  یلعَ  بَتَکَ 

نَوُنِمؤُْی مْهُفَ لا  مْهُسَفُْناَ  اورُسِخَ  نَیذَّلاَ 

Say: ` To whom belongs what is in the heavens and the earth ?" Say: ` To Allah, . " 12
He has prescribed mercy on Himself. He will surely gather you on the Resurrection

Day, of which there is no doubt. Those who have lost their own selves, they will not

.' " believe

Commentary : verse 12

Point

The phrase: " He has prescribed mercy on Himself " has occurred two times in the

.Qur'ān, both of which are recited in this Holy Sura, verses 12 and 54

The phrase "... of which there is no doubt ..." has been mentioned about both the

.Qur'ān and the Hereafter

As Allah has ordained and assigned some duties for us, He has prescribed some

duties for Himself, too. Among them are those which are mentioned in the Qur'ān

such as `guidance': " Surely Ours is it to show the way." (Sura-Al-Layl, No. 92, verse

12), and Giving sustenance: " And there is no animal in the earth but on Allah is the

(. sustenance of it..." (Sura Hūd, No. 11, Verse 6

:Bestowing mercy upon the servants

." He has prescribed mercy on Himself " 

But the condition of receiving the Divine mercy is that the servants themselves should

.have mercy upon others

A tradition says: " Whoever does not have mercy (upon others) will not be shown

(. mercy on." (Fī-Zalāl, a commentary book

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2735 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The mercy of Allah is abundant. Salman has narrated a tradition from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) who said : " The mercy of Allah is one hundred degrees, one of which is the

origin of all graces of Allah in this world. On the Day of Judgement, Allah will deal with

(. people by the whole one hundred degrees of His mercy. (Fī-Zalāl, 'Ālūsī
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This fact should be noted that the great loss of the disbelievers lies in this that instead

of reasoning they go after their delusions; and instead of taking the godly saints, they

seek for false deities; and instead of Faith and observing the Hereafter, they

.disbelieve; and instead of submitting to the Light, they submit to Hell Fire

The kinds of Allah's Mercy

But whatever comes forth from Allah upon the world of existence, is based on Mercy,
.and Allah's Mercy is spread over all things everywhere

The Qur'ān indicates that the Divine Mercy involves everything. In this regard, Sura . 1
 : Al-'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 56 says

 ; ..." My mercy encompasses all things "... 

:This mercy has many examples, including

Rain: " And He it is Who sends down the rain after they have despaired, and He

(. unfolds His mercy ; ..." (Sura Ash-Shourā, No. 42, Verse 28

Wind : " And He it is Who sends the winds as good news heralding His mercy, ..." (Sura

(. Al-`A`rāf, No. 7, verse 57

Night and day : " And out of his mercy He has made for you the night and the day, ..."
(. (Sura Al-Qasẹs ̣No. 28, verse 73

The Prophet : " And we have not sent you but as a mercy to the worlds. " (Sura Al-
(. 'Anbiyā, No. 21, verse 107

The Qur'ān : "... These are clear proofs from your Lord and a guidance and a mercy ..."
(. (Sura Al- 'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 203

The Turah : "... The Book of Muses was a guide and a mercy ..." (Sura Al-Ahqāf, No. 46,
(. verse 12

Delivery: " So We delivered him and those with him by a mercy from Us, ... " (Sura Al-
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(. 'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 72

Love of spouse : "... and He put between you love and mercy; ..." (Sura Ar - Rūm, NO.
(. 30, verse 21

Plants and fruits : " Look then at the signs of Allah's mercy, how He gives life to the

(. earth after its death, ..." (Sura Ar-Rūm, No. 30, verse 50

Acceptance of Repentance : "... do not despair of the mercy of Allah ..." (Sura Az-
(. Zumur, No. 39, verse 53

****
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رِاهَّنلاوَ لِْیَّلا  یِف  نَکَسَ  ام  هَُلوَ  - 13

مُیلعَْلا عُیمَّسلا  وَهُوَ 

And to Him belongs whatever dwells in the night and the day; and He is All- . " 13
 '." hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary : verse 13

As a cradle, the night and the day give human beings, and all creatures, peace and

tranquillity in their laps. Some of the living creatures rest at night while some others

.rest during the day

Whatever exists in the universe, whether they are manifested or concealed, belongs

to Him. Therefore, not only the whole system of existence belongs to Allah, but also its

.governance and its control is His

 : The verse says

And to Him belongs whatever dwells in the night and the day; and He is All-hearing, " 
 '." All-Knowing

****
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ایِلوَ ذُخَِّتاَ  هِّللا  رَْیغَاَ  لُْق  - 14

مُعَطُْی لاوَ  مُعِطُْی  وَهُوَ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا رِطِاف 

مَلَسْاَ نْمَ  لََّواَ  نَوکُاَ  نْاَ  تُرِْمُا  یّنِا  لُْق 

نَیکرِشْمُْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لاوَ 

Say: ` Shall I take a guardian besides Allah, the Originator of the heavens and the . " 14
 : earth, and He feeds (others) and is not (Himself) fed ? ' Say

I have been commanded to be the first who submits himself '. And be not you (O' ` 
." Muhammad) of the polytheists

Commentary : verse 14

Again, in this verse the words are upon the unity of Allah and rejecting paganism and

.idolatry

In the same time that pagans accepted that the creation of the world specified to

.Divine Essence, they had taken idols as their support and refuge

For the purpose of destroying the false imagination, The Qur'ān instructs the Prophet

 : (p.b.u.h.) such

Say: ` Shall I take a guardian besides Allah, the Originator of the heavens and the " 
 ? '..." earth, and He feeds (others) and is not (Himself) fed

It is worthy to note that among all the attributes of Allah, here; the Qur'ān has

emphasized but on feeding the creatures and giving them their sustenance. Using this

sense, maybe, is for the sake that most of the connections in the material life of man

relate to this very material need, viz, the need in eating a piece of bread, which makes

persons to humiliate themselves before the masters of wealth and power. The case

.may be so that sometimes they bow before them as if they worship them

In the above-mentioned verse, the Qur'ān denotes that your sustenance is in the

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2740 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.authority of Allah, not in that of them

Then, in answer to the suggestion of those who invited the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to join

the camp of polytheists, the Qur'ān instructs him to say
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that besides the command of wisdom which leads him to rely on the One Who is the

Creator of the heavens and the earth, he also says that the revelation of Allah has

instructed him to be the first Muslim who submits himself, and never he joins the row

.of polytheists

 : The verse says

 '. Say: ` I have been commanded to be the first who submits himself "...

." And be not you (O' Muhammad) of the polytheists

****
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مٍیظعَ مٍوْیَ  بَاذعَ  یّبرَ  تُْیصَعَ  نِْا  فُاخاَ  یّنِا  لُْق  - 15

 '." Say: ` Verily I fear, if I disobey my Lord, the retribution of a grievous Day . " 15

Commentary : verse 15

There are two kinds of fear. The first kind is that sort of awe which is indecent, such as

fearing from Holy Struggle. The second kind is that fear which is agreeable and

.praiseworthy, like fearing from Allah's punishment

The Divine Law has been decreed equally for all. Even the Messenger of Allah should

.fear from its evil, if he sinned

The fear of the saints of Allah, of course, is for the sake of Allah's wrath, not from the

deities or from people. And, indeed, fear is one of the impedimental factors from

.deviation and committing wrong

Regarding to the existence of the Divine completing the argument denoting that the

Lord is both the Creator and the Sustainer, and has commanded to submission and

prohibited from polytheism, disobedience from the command of Allah deserves

.punishment

 : The verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), commands

 '." Say: ` Verily I fear, if I disobey my Lord, the retribution of a grievous Day " 

****
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هُمَحِرَ دْقَفَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  هُْنعَ  فْرَصُْی  نْمَ  - 16

نُیبمُْلا زُوْفَْلا  کَِل  ذوَ 

Whoever is spared of it (the Divine retribution) on that Day, He has certainly been . " 16
." merciful to him, and that is the manifest triumph

Commentary : verse 16

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) once said: " By Allah in Whose hand is my soul, no

one of people may enter into Paradise (merely) by his own deed." They asked him : "
Even you, O' Messenger of Allah ? " The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) answered: " Even I, unless

." Allah shelters me with His mercy and grace

Then, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) put his hands on his head and recited the above-
(mentioned verse. (Tafsir Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 1, P. 706; and Majma`-ul-Bayān

Whoever is spared of it (the Divine retribution) on that Day, He has certainly been " 
." merciful to him, and that is the manifest triumph

Everybody is threatened to fall in danger. Saving from the Divine punishment

.demands a particular grace from the side of Allah

.However, prosperity can be gained only in the light of security from His Wrath

****
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وَهُ لاِّا  هَُل  فَشِاک  لافَ  رٍّضُِب  هُّللا  کَسْسَمْیَ  نِْاوَ  - 17

رٌیدقَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  وَهُفَ  رٍْیخَِب  کَسْسَمْیَ  نِْاوَ 

;And if Allah touches you with affliction, none can remove it but He . " 17

." and if He touches you with good, then He is All-Powerful over all things

Commentary : verse 17

Hopes should be to Allah, and feares should also be from Allah, since the origin of all

affairs is the same. It is not such that the goodnesses come from one source and the

.cause of removing vices originates from another source

.The Laws of Allah are legitimated for all and they let no exception

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should betake to Allah when confronting the bitter and

 : sweet incidents, too. The verse says

;And if Allah touches you with affliction, none can remove it but He " 

." and if He touches you with good, then He is All-Powerful over all things

****
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رُیبخَْلا مُیکحَْلا  وَهُوَ  هدِابعِ  قَوْفَ  رُهِاقْلا  وَهُوَ  - 18

And He is the Omnipotent over His servants, and He is the All-Wise, the All- . " 18
." Aware

Commentary : verse 18

In the current Sura, verse No. 14, the discussion was about creative power and

sustenance of Allah. In verse 15, it was about the Wrath of Allah and Hereafter. In

verse 16, the words were upon the Divine rescue and mercy. Verse 17 is about solving

the difficulties and reaching the goodnesses. So, in this verse, His absolute Power

.(Omnipotence) is stated about

If it happens that some tyrant persons dominate others for some days `because of

ignorance, weakness and disunity of people, it is sure that His Omnipotence ruins all

these arrangements and, in the frame of wisdom and knowledge, He utilizes His

:Power and Dominance. That is why the Qur'ān says

." And He is the Omnipotent over His servants, and He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware " 

****
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هًدَا - هشَ رُبَکْاَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش ُّياَ  لُْق  - 19

هِب مْکُرَذِنلاُِ  نُارْقُْلا  اذَ  َّیَلِا ه- یَحِوُاوَ  مْکُنَْیَبوَ  ینْیَب  دٌیهشَ  هُّللا  لُِق 

يرخُْا هًهَِلا  هِّللا  عَمَ  َّناَ  نَودُهَشْتََل  مْکَُّنِئاَ  غَلََب  نْمَوَ 

دٌحِا -هٌ و  لِا وَهُ  امَّنِا  لُْق  دُهَشْاَ  لُق لا 

نَوکُرِشُْت امِّم  ءٌيرَب  ینَّنِاوَ 

Say: ` What thing is the greatest in testimony ? ' Say: ` Allah ! He is witness . " 19
between me and you, and this Qur'ān has been revealed to me that I may warn you

thereby, and whomever it reaches. Do you indeed testify that there are other gods

 : with Allah ? ' Say: ` I do not testify '. Say

( '." He is only One God, and verily I am quit of that which you associate (with Him ` 

Commentary : verse 19

The pagans of Mecca demanded witness from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for his

prophethood. They did not accept the prophecy of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
and told him that even the Jews and the Christians did not know him a divine prophet.
This holy verse, with an atmosphere of Allah's inspiration and help, and at the time of

loneliness of Islam, foretells a bright and promising future for Muslims, when it hates

.polytheism

For three times, and in a short phrase, the Qur'ān refers to Unity of Allah while

:quitting polytheism. The verse says

Say: ` What thing is the greatest in testimony ? ' Say: ` Allah ! He is witness between " 
me and you, and this Qur'ān has been revealed to me that I may warn you thereby,
and whomever it reaches. Do you indeed testify that there are other gods with Allah ?

 : ' Say: ` I do not testify '. Say

( '." He is only One God, and verily I am quit of that which you associate (with Him ` 
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Besides all other prophetic miracles, Unseen aids, and frustrating the
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hostile plots, the Qur'ān itself is the greatest evidence to the Prophet's

.Messengership

The messengership of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is both worldly and eternal, for all

.humankind and in all ages

However, a permanent warning indeed, should be accompanied with an everlasting

warner. Therefore, the divine Imamate and leadership should also be together with

.the Qur'ān forever

This meaning is cited in Tafsir-us-̣Sạ̄fī and Usūl-i-Kāfī, narrated from Iman Sādiq

.(.( (a.s

****
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مُهُءَانْباَ نَوُفرِْعیَ  امکَ  هَُنوُفرِْعیَ  بَا  - تکِْلا مُهُا  - نْیتَا نَیذَّلاَ  - 20

نَوُنِمؤُْی مْهُفَ لا  مْهُسَفُْناَ  اورُسِخَ  نَیذَّلا 

Those whom We have given The Book (the Jews and Christians) recognize him . " 20
(Muhammad) as they recognize their sons. Yet those who have lost their own selves,

." they will not believe

Commentary : verse 20

.The content of this verse is similar to that of Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 146

Not only the name and qualities of the Prophet of Islam were mentioned in the Turah

and the Evangel and the scholars of the People of the Book had informed their people

of him under the title of ` the promised prophet', but also the characteristics of this

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his companions were recorded in their Books. The Qur'ān

says: " Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those with him are the firm (of

heart) against the unbelievers, compassionate among themselves, ... that is their

; ..." (description in the Turah and their description in the Evangel (1

In this verse, the Qur'ān clearly answers to those who claimed that the People of the

Book had no evidence upon the prophethood of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), when it
 : says

Those whom We have given The Book (the Jews and Christians) recognize him " 
. ..." (Muhammad) as they recognize their sons

And, at the end of the verse, as a final conclusion, the Qur'ān announces that, with all

these clear signs, only those people do not believe in this Prophet who have lost all

their things and the capital of their own selves in the bargaining market of commercial

 : transactions of lives. It says

." Yet those who have lost their own selves, they will not believe "... 

****
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Section 3: Polytheists shall themselves confess their guilt

Point

The greatness of the guilt of being polytheist The polytheists shall themselves deny

polytheism which they had themselves held as their conviction

.They shall desire to be returned to this life

اًبذِکَ هِّللا  یلَعَ  يرتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مَُل  - ظْاَ نْمَوَ  - 21

هِتا - يا بََّذکَ بِ- وْاَ 

نَومُِلاظّلا حُِلْفُی  هَُّنِا لا 

And who is more unjust than him who forges a lie against Allah or denies His . " 21
;Signs

." verily the unjust will not succeed

Commentary : verse 21

The Qur'ānic expression /wa man azḷamu/ (and who is more unjust) has occurred in
the Qur'ān about fifteen times. This phrase has been used with the senses of calumny

against Allah, barring people from going intothe mosques, and concealing the

testimony of the Truth. This denotes that cultural injustice and barring people from

.rectitude and comprehension, is the worst injustice upon the society

Setting a stone and a piece of wood equal to the Lord is an injustice toward Him, and

.worshipping them is an injustice toward humanity

Therefore, the unjust people will never meet the true salvation. The above-
 : mentioned verse says

And who is more unjust than him who forges a lie against Allah or denies His Signs; " 
." verily the unjust will not succeed
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The more an oppressed person is dear and holy, the more intense is the danger of

transgression against him. That is why being unjust toward the Lord and the Sacred

,House, and belying against Divine Holy Essence
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 : are the worst injustice

 ..." And who is more unjust " 

Transgression upon the thought and culture of nations is one of the worst

transgressions. Polytheism, forging a lie against Allah, a false claim of being the divine

prophet, innovation, interpretation of the Qur'ān by personal opinion, concealing the

.Truth, and the like, are all kinds of this sort of injustice

.The following couple of traditions are recorded in Qurar-ul-Ḥikam, vol. 1, p. 149

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " Avoid transgression. It is the greatest sin.
." Verily every transgressor will be punished for his transgression

." Again, he (a.s.) said: " Avoid cruelty. Whoever commits it, his life will become dark

****
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اوکُرَشْاَ نَیذَّلِل  لُوقَُن  َّمُث  اعًیمجَ  مْهُرُشُحَْن  مَوْیَوَ  - 22

نَومُعُزْتَ مُْتنکُ  نَیذَّلا  مُکُؤُاکرَشُ  نَْیاَ 

And on the Day We will muster them all together, then We will say to those who . " 22
associated partners (to Allah): ` Where are your associate-gods whom you were

 ? ' " asserting

Commentary : verse 22

In the previous verse, it was said that the oppressors, who apparently gain some

social ranks by calumny, rejection and concealing the Truth, will not meet salvation, A
prosperous person is one who has some positive matters for answering the questions

.in the Hereafter, because all the polytheistic imaginations will be effaced therein

And on the Day We will muster them all together, then We will say to those who " 
associated partners (to Allah) : ` Where are your associate-gods whom you were

 ? ' " asserting

The objective meaning of the Arabic word /jamī`an/ mentioned in the verse, is either

`all human beings', or the polytheists and the idols. The evidence for this idea is the

content of another verse that targets men end their wives, and what they were

worshipping. That verse says: " Gather together those who were unjust and their

(mates, and what they used to worship."(1

It is true that the verse under discussion refers to polytheists, but those who accept

the leadership of other than Allah's saints, and oppose the friends of Allah, are rather

.a kind of polytheists

." In Jāmi`ah Supplication, we recite : "And he who opposes you is a disbeliever

An Islamic tradition, narrated from the immaculate ones, says: " The person who

refuses us (our way) is similar to the person who refuses (the word of) Allah, and such

." a person is as a disbeliever
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****
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مْهُُتنَْتِف نْکُتَ  مَْل  َّمُث  - 23

نَیکرِشُْم اّنکُ  ام  انِّبرَ  هِّللاوَ  اوُلاق  نْاَ  لاِّا 

نَورُتَْفیَ اوُناک  ام  مْهُْنعَ  َّلضَوَ  مْهِسِفُْناَ  یلعَ  اوُبذَکَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُْنُا  - 24

Then their excuse would be nothing but that they would say : `By Allah, our Lord ! . " 23
 '." we were not polytheists

See how they (the polytheists) lie against their own selves, and that which they . " 24
." were forging has passed away from them

Commentary : verses 23-24

The Arabic term /fitnah/, here, has been rendered into `intimidated to idols and

'. paganism'; or, it means `excuse

Then their excuse would be nothing but that they would say : `By Allah, our Lord ! we " 
 '." were not polytheists

.As their quality requires, liars tell lies on the Day of Judgement, too

In this regard the Qur'ān says: " On the day that Allah will raise them up all, then they

will swear to Him as they swear to you, and they think that they have something; now

surely they are the liars ." Regarding this holy verse, Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali

(a.s.) in a tradition has said that after this lie, their lips will be sealed and their other

.limbs will tell the truth

.Thus, in the court of Allah, neither telling a lie is helpful, nor an oath

See how they (the polytheists) lie against their own selves, and that which they were " 
." forging has passed away from them

Hence, the polytheists will dislike their own thoughts and creeds on the Hereafter

 : Day, when they will say

'.'' we were not polytheists "... 
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.However, on the Hereafter Day, surely hating polytheism will not be helpful
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کَْیَلِا عُمِتَسْیَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  - 25

ارًْقوَ مْهِِناذا  یفوَ  هُوهُقَْفیَ  نْاَ  هًَّنکِاَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلعَ  انْلعَجَوَ 

اهِب اوُنِمؤُْی  هٍیَا لا  َّلکُ  اوْرَیَ  نِْاوَ 

اورُفَکَ نَیذَّلا  لُوقُیَ  کََنوُلدِا  - جُی كَؤُاج  اذِا  یّتحَ 

نَیلَّولاَْا رُیطا  - ساَ لاِّا  اذ  نِْا ه-

And of them there are some who hearken to you, and We have laid veils upon . " 25
;their hearts lest they understand it, and in their ears a heaviness

and (even) if they see every sign they will not believe in it, so that when they come to

 : you they dispute with you, those who disbelieve say

 '." This is naught but the legends of the ancients ` 

Commentary : verse 25

In this verse, the psychological conditions of some of the pagans are hinted to. They

do not usually show the least inclination from themselves when they are told the

facts. They not only do not show inclination, but also oppose these facts hostilely, and,
by means of calumny, they keep themselves and others aloof from them. Concerning

 : these people, the Qur'ān says

And of them there are some who hearken to you, and We have laid veils upon their " 
;..." hearts lest they understand it, and in their ears a heaviness

Indeed, attributing such matters to Allah relates to `the law of causation' and the

property of `action'. That is, the result of continuation in doing wrong and insisting on

.obstinacy is that it turns the soul and self of the person into its own nature

Experience has proved this fact that, at first, evil-doers feel inconvenience with their

own evil action. But little by little, they will be accustomed to it, so that there may

come some day that they count doing their evil actions obligatory. So, the verse
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indicates that their circumstance has changed to a state that if they see all the signs

and revelations of
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.Allah they will not believe in them

 : The verse says

, ..." and (even) if they see every sign they will not believe in it "... 

The verse informs the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) implying that beyond their disbelief, when

they come to you they have no aim but disputing and quarrelling with you. The verse

 : says

, ..." so that when they come to you they dispute with you "... 

Instead of hearkening to you heartily and, at least, in the form of a seeker of the truth

that they should comtemplate upon it to probably find it, they stand against it with a
negative soul and thought. When they hear your statements, which have originated

from the source of revelation, they cannot afford it but using the strike of calumny.
:The verse continues saying

 '." those who disbelieve say : ` This is naught but the legends of the ancients "...

****
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مْهُسَفُْناَ لاِّا  نَوکُِلهُْی  نِْاوَ  هُْنعَ  نَؤَْْنیَوَ  هُْنعَ  نَوْهَْنیَ  مْهُوَ  - 26

نَورُعُشْیَ اموَ 

And they prohibit people from it, and themselves they keep afar from it, and they . " 26
." destroy none save themselves, while they are not aware

Commentary : verse 26

The Arabic term /yan'aun/, mentioned in the verse, is derived from /na'ya/ with the

'. sense of `to avoid

Some of the commentators of the Sunnite schooled have considered this verse about

Abūtālib. They have said that he prohibited people from hurting Muhammad while he

himself did not believe in Islam and avoided becoming Muslim. They similarly have

considered some other verses of the Qur'ān concerning this matter, such as Sura At-
.Taubah, No. 9, verse 115, and Sura Al-Qasạs,̣ No. 28, Verse 57

But, from the view point of Shi`ah school, Abūtalib was one of the best Muslims whose

.belief has been reflected in his poems

Moreover, a Muslim believing woman like Fatimah Bent-i-Asad lived as a wife with

him until the end of his life. This is also another evidence for this idea. (refer to al-
(Qadīr, vols. 7 and 8

However, pagans and polytheists always try to hinder people and keep them afar

.from the path of benevolence and good deeds

And they prohibit people from it, and themselves they keep afar from it, and they " 
." destroy none save themselves, while they are not aware

Keeping afar from the acceptance of truth by a person is paving the way of

.annihilation upon his own self

The real awareness is finding the path of truth, while losing the path of truth and

.leader of truth, from whoever it maybe, is foolishness
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رِاّنلا یلَعَ  ْاوفُِقوُ  ذِْا  يرتَ  وَْلوَ  - 27

نَینِمؤْمُْلا نَِم  نَوکَُنوَ  انِّبرَ  تِا  - يا بَذِّکَُن بِ- لاوَ  ُّدرَُن  انتَْیَلای  اوُلاقفَ 

,And if you could see when they are stationed before the (Hell) Fire . " 27

,then they say : `Would that we might be returned

'." and we would not belie the Signs of our Lord, and we would be of the believers

Commentary : verse 27

According to the verses of the Qur'ān, the desire of returning to this world in human

beings is found both at the moment of death, and in the grave, and in Hereafter. Sura

Al-Mu'minūn, No. 23, verses 99 and 100 say: " Until when death overtakes one of them,
he says: ` My Lord ! send me back again (into the world) '." " That I may do good ...".
And, again, the same Sura, verse 107 says : " O' our Lord ! Take us out of it; then if we

." return (to evil) we shall be unjust

We must believe in the truth as long as we have been respited in this world, because it
.will be too late in the Hereafter

And if you could see when they are stationed before the (Hell) Fire, then they say : " 
`Would that we might be returned, and we would not belie the Signs of our Lord, and

'." we would be of the believers

As the philosophers and wisermen have said, this world is the place of movement and

the coming world is the world of actuality. As far as an apple is with the tree, it has

some movement towards development. But, when it separates from the tree, that

.movement will end and no more growth is expected from it

Therefore, if a person wishes to be among the dwellers of Paradise, he must prepare

.the concerning means of development in this life, which is the world of movement

.Otherwise, he will be involved with punishment
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By the way, the consequence of rejecting the Signs of Allah will be remorse in the

.Hereafter, and being entangled with the Hell-Fire
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اوُّدرُ وَْلوَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  نَوفُخُْی  اوُناک  ام  مْهَُل  ادَب  لَْب  - 28

نَوُبذِا - کَل مْهَُّنِاوَ  هُْنعَ  اوهُُن  امِل  اودُاعَل 

;Rather, what they used to hide before has (now) appeared to them . " 28

and even if they were returned, they would revert to what they were prohibited, and

." most certainly they are liars

Commentary : verse 28

The Resurrection Day is the day of manifestation of people's hidden secrets. The

Qur'ān has frequently pointed out this fact. A few of these Qur'ānic occurrences are

 : as follows

And the evil (consequences) of what they did shall become manifest to them ..." " 
(. (Sura Al-Jāthiyah, No. 45, verse 33

And the evil (consequences) of what they wrought shall become manifest to them, " 
(. ..." (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 48

.On the Day of Judgement, all the secrets will be uncovered

; ..." Rather, what they used to hide before has (now) appeared to them " 

It is impossible for the mortals to return from the coming world back to this world. The

 : verse continues saying

, ..." and even if they were returned "... 

There are some vicious persons that we cannot expect them to become well again.
They will not change even with the respite they will ask for. Sometimes it happens

that a person is confronted with difficulties, calamities and bitter circumstances.
When such a person is in that condition, the one may make some good decisions, but

.later, when he reaches to ease and welfare, he forgets all of them

, ..." and even if they were returned, they would revert to what they were prohibited "... 
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So, when telling lies becomes a quality in a person, he will tell a lie in the Hereafter,
.too, and will bring some false claims there

." and most certainly they are liars "... 

****

p: 104

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2767 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ایْنُّدلا انَُتایحَ  لاِّا  یَهِ  نِْا  اوُلاقوَ  - 29

نَیثوعُْبمَِب نُحَْن  اموَ 

مْهِِّبرَ یلعَ  اوفُِقوُ  ذِْا  يرتَ  وَْلوَ  - 30

بَاذعَْلا اوُقوذُفَ  لَاق  انِّبرَوَ  یلَب  اوُلاق  قِّحَْلاِب  اذ  سَْیَلاَ ه- لَاق 

نَورُفُکْتَ مُْتْنکُ  امِب 

And they say : ` There is nothing save our life of the world and we shall not be . " 29
 '." resurrected

:And if you could see when they are stationed before their Lord ! He will say . 30

Is this not the truth ? ' They will say : `Yes, by our Lord !' He will say : `Taste you then `

'." the chastisement for what you used to disbelieve

Commentary : verses 29-30

This verse is the continuation of the statements of the arrogant and stubborn pagans

who, by seeing the scenes of Resurrection, desire to return back to this world once

more in order to compensate. But the Qur'ān implies that if these people return to the

world, they not only will not compensate their evils, but also will continue committing

.their vicious deeds, and, basically, they deny the Resurrection and Hereafter, too

Surprisingly, they will say that the life is only the life of this world and they will not be

 : raised again. The verse says

And they say : ` There is nothing save our life of the world and we shall not be " 
 '." resurrected

In this holy verse, the Qur'ān hints to these people's fate on the Resurrection Day,
 : and says

:And if you could see when they are stationed before their Lord ! He will say " 
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 !' ..." Is this not the truth ? ' They will say : `Yes, by our Lord`

****

In this holy verse, the Qur'ān hints to these people's fate on the Resurrection Day,
 : and says

:And if you could see when they are stationed before their Lord ! He will say " 

 !' ..." Is this not the truth ? ' They will say : `Yes, by our Lord`
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They are told once more that they should taste the punishment for that they used to

:reject that punishment, and they disbelieved. The Qur'ān says

'." He will say : `Taste you then the chastisement for what you used to disbelieve "... 

It is sure that the purpose of `standing before the Lord' is not that Allah (s.w.t.) has a
place. It means to stand before the scenes of His punishments. This status is the

same as the state of establishing the canonical prayer for which a servant says he is
.standing before Allah

****
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Section 4: Those who disbelieve the meeting of Allah are certainly losers

Point

Rejection of Truth is a sure loss. Life of this world is nothing but play and

.pastime The abode of the Hereafter is the best for the pious

هِّللا ءِاقِلِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَّلا  رَسِخَ  دْقَ  - 31

اهیف انطَّْرفَ  ام  یلعَ  انتَرَسْحَا  اوُلاق ي- هًتَْغَب  هُعَاسّلا  مُهُْتءَاج  اذِا  یّتحَ 

مْهِرِوهُظُ یلعَ  مْهُرَازوْاَ  نَوُلمِحْیَ  مْهُوَ 

نَورُزِیَ ام  ءَاس  لااَ 

They indeed are losers who deny the meeting with Allah until, when the hour . " 31
comes on them all of a sudden, they will say : ` Alas for us, for what we neglected in it !

;' And they shall bear their burdens on their backs

 ! " now beware, evil is that which they bear

Commentary : verse 31

Point

The purpose of "meeting of Allah" is the spiritual meeting and inner intuition in the

Hereafter. The reason of it is that all of the dependances of man unto wealth, position,
and relatives will be ceased from him there, and, by facing with the divine reward and

.retribution, he will perceive the absolute Sovereignty of Allah

Regret is for losing merits and interests, while remorse is for damages coming forth.
(1) However, in the Hereafter regret is useless. That is why sins will be burdens on the

shoulder of the sinners. They feel their evil consequence like a heavy load on their

.back, specially when they see the scene of the Divine punishment
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p: 107

A tradition narrated from the prophet (p.b.u.h) indicates that those who are in the 1 - 1
Hell Fire will see their places in Heaven and say: "Also for us." (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn,

vol. 1, p. 711
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 ! Therefore, evil is the burden that will be stored for the evil doers

The real loser

 : The verse says

They indeed are losers who deny the meeting with Allah until, when the hour comes " 
on them all of a sudden, they will say : ` Alas for us, for what we neglected in it ! ' And

 ! they shall bear their burdens on their backs; now beware, evil is that which they bear

"

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " A loser is the one who is neglectful of improving his

(Hereafter's affair." (Madinat-ul-Balāqah, vol. 2, p. 492

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " How much loser the one is who possesses

(no merit in Hereafter." (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 1, p. 746

****
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نَوقَُّتیَ نَیذَّلِل  رٌْیخَ  هُرَخِلاْا  رُادّلَلوَ  وٌهَْلوَ  بٌعَِل  لاِّا  ایْنُّدلا  هُویحَْلا  امَوَ  - 32

نَوُلقِْعتَ لافَاَ 

And the life of the world is naught but play and pastime, and certainly the abode . " 32
 ? " of the Hereafter is better for those who keep from evil; have you then no sense

Commentary : verse 32

Point

If the life of this world does not be considered as a field for the coming world, it

becomes a toy, and human beings will be busy, as children, with playthings such as

property, position and so on. Their status can be resembled to the scene of a theater

where a person appears in the guise of a king, another one plays in the function of a
servant, and the third one becomes a minister therein. After somewhile, all the

clothings and functions will be set aside and these persons actually find out that it has

.been only a play or a film wherein they had a role of playing

:The resemblance of the world to `play and pastime' is found in the following aspects

.A) The lifetime in this world is short as the length of the time of a game

B) Similar to a game, which contains of pleasure and tiredness, the world is also a

.combination of sweetness and bitterness

.C) Some neglectful aimless persons take playing games as their businesses

Anyhow, when the Creator of the world knows the negligence of man from the

coming world and being busy with the present world as ` play and pastime ', why do

 ? we not believe in it

This world, without observing the next world, is dangerous; but if this world be used

as a passway, towards the next world, and also a preliminary field of planting the

.plants of goodnesses for the coming world, it can be a place of development
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It should be noted, of course, that the cause of development, and reaching the

.blesses in the Hereafter, is virtue
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 : The verse says

And the life of the world is naught but play and pastime, and certainly the abode of " 
 ? " the Hereafter is better for those who keep from evil; have you then no sense

Wisdom is Allah's gift

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " Allah, the Glorified, has distributed among

(people nothing better than wisdom." (Qurar-ul-Ḥikam, vol. 6, p. 90

Again, he (a.s.) said: " The best bounty is the bounty of intellect." (Qurar-ul-Ḥikam, vol.
(1, p. 176

Also, the Imam (a.s.) said: " Avoid (vain) pastime and play, chaffy words, too much

(laugh and joke, and fatile statements." (Nāsikh-ut-Tawārīkh, vol. 6, p. 4

****
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نَوُلوقُیَ يذَّلا  کَُنزُحْیََل  هَُّنِا  مُلَْعَن  دْقَ  - 33

هِّللا تِا  - ياِب نَیمِلا  - ظّلا َّنکِ  - لوَ کََنوُبذِّکَُی  مْهَُّناِفَ لا 

نَودُحَجْیَ

Indeed We know that what they say surely grieves you. Yet verily it is not you . " 33
." (that) they belie, but the unjust deny the Signs of Allah

Commentary : verse 33

It is cited in the occasion of revelation of this verse that the enemies of the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) knew him as a truthful and trustworthy person

But they said if they confirmed him, their tribe and their rank would be despised. Or,
they said that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) was truthful, but he imagined that he was

.revealed to. They rejected the divine verses in such manner

Rejecting the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is the same as rejecting Allah (s.w.t.). It is similar to the

.allegiance with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that is allegiance with Allah

.The opponents of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are adversaries of Allah

.Thus, we should not be sorry

The fruit of rejecting the Divine verses and the saints of Allah is being unjust both to

themselves that they do not believe in the truth, and to the Messenger of Allah that

.they grieve him (p.b.u.h.), and to Islam, and to generations

 : The verse says

Indeed We know that what they say surely grieves you. Yet verily it is not you (that) " 
." they belie, but the unjust deny the Signs of Allah

****
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کَِلْبقَ نِْم  لٌسُرُ  تَْبذِّکُ  دْقََلوَ  - 34

اوذُوُاوَ اوُبذِّکُ  ام  یلعَ  اورُبَصَفَ 

هِّللا تِا  - مِلکَِل لَدِّبَُم  لاوَ  انرُصَْن  مْهُ  -ا  تاَ یّتحَ 

نَیلسَرْمُْلا يْءِإبَن  نِْم  كَءَاج  دْقََلوَ 

Messengers indeed have been denied before you, but they were patient on being . " 34
denied and hurt, until Our help came unto them; and there is none to change the

words of Allah, and certainly there has come to you some information about the

." messengers

Commentary : verse 34

Point

The former prophets and their patience should be our models. The destruction of old

nations such as: the people of Hūd, the people of Sạ̄lih,̣ the people of Lūt and some

others, who belied the truth, should be taken an example of. Allah's way of treatment

.is to send messengers, and people are free to accept them or not

Then, He punishes the disbelievers and assists the messengers in their way of

.invitation

Messengers indeed have been denied before you, but they were patient on being " 
; ..." denied and hurt, until Our help came unto them

.It is certain that the opponents neglect no effort against the Truth

They belie it and hurt, but Truth is always victorious. (1) Moreover, Allah's way of

.treatment is not changeable

and there is none to change the words of Allah, and certainly there has come to "... 
." you some information about the messengers
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p: 112

We recite in some other verses of the Quran:" ... I will most certainly prevail. I and  1 - 1
my apostles; ...' (Sura Al-Mujadilah, No. 58, verse 21). "... and helping the believers is

ever incumbent on Us." (Sura Ar-Rum, No.30, verse 47). "Most surely We help Our

apostles,..." (Sura Al-Mu'min, No, No.40, verse 51). "...and surely Allah will help him who

(helps His cause,..." (Sura Al-Hajj, No.22, verse 40
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'The meaning of 'kalimat

The Qur'ānic term /kalimāt), mentioned in the holy verse, means ` Allah's way of

treatment '. The evidences for this meaning are the following holy verses: " And

certainly Our word has already gone forth in respect of Our servants, the apostles."
(. (Sura ̣s-Sạ̄ffāt, No. 37, verse 171

Most surely they shall be the assisted ones." (Sura ̣s-Sạ̄ffāt No. 37, verse 172). " And " 
." most surely Our host alone shall be the victorious ones

(. Sura ̣s-Sạ̄ffāt, No. 37, verse 173)

****
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مْهُضُارَعِْا کَْیلَعَ  رَُبکَ  نَاک  نِْاوَ  - 35

ءِامَّسلا یِف  امًَّلسُ  وْاَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  اقًفََن  یَغِتَْبتَ  نْاَ  تَْعطَتَسْا  نِاِفَ 

يدهُْلا یلَعَ  مْهُعَمَجََل  هُّللا  ءَاش  وَْلوَ  هٍیَا  مهُیَِتأْتَفَ بِ-

نَیلهِا - جْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لافَ 

And if their turning away is hard upon you, then if you can seek a hole into the . " 35
earth, or a ladder to heaven, so that you bring them a sign (they will not believe); and

had Allah willed, He would have gathered them all to the guidance; so be not you of

." the ignorants

Commentary : verse 35

Point

The occasion of revelation of this verse indicates that pagans told the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) that they would not believe in him unless he could make an opening in
the earth so that a spring should gush for them, or he could climb up the sky : "And

they say : " We will by no means believe in you until you cause a fountain to gush forth

(. from the earth for us." (Sura Al-Isrā', No. 17, verse 90

Haply, the verse points to the kind of their unappropriate requests that even if he

seeks a hole in the earth or climbs up a ladder unto the sky, confronting himself with

difficulties, it will be useless in this regard. There is no deficiency in the Prophet's

invitation, but these people are arrogant and obstinate. So, he ought not sympathize

.with them so much for guiding them

And if their turning away is hard upon you, then if you can seek a hole into the earth, " 
(; ..." or a ladder to heaven, so that you bring them a sign (they will not believe

Yet, in order that no one imagines that Allah is not able to make them surrendered,
 : the Qur'ān immediately continues saying
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; ..." and had Allah willed, He would have gathered them all to the guidance "... 

.But it is clear that such a forceful faith is vain

The value of free-will

The creation of humankind is for the purpose of a development which is based on

authority
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and free-will. It is only in the situation of free-will that the value of `believers'

comparing with `disbelievers', and `good doers' compared with `evil-doers' is

.recognized

 : Then, the verse says

." so be not you of the ignorants "... 

This holy concluding phrase means that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should not be restless so

that he might lose patience and perseverance. He ought not to be worried about them

more than the required measure because of their infidelity and polytheism, but he

.ought to know that the right way is the same one that he paves

No doubt the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was aware of these facts, but the Lord, as a

.remembrance and in order to comfort His Prophet (p.b.u.h.), tells him these matters

****
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هُّللا مُهُُثعَْبیَ  یتوْمَْلاوَ  نَوعُمَسْیَ  نَیذَّلا  بُیجتَسْیَ  امَّنِا  - 36

نَوعُجَرُْی هِْیَلِا  َّمُث 

Only those accept who hearken, and (as for) the dead, Allah will raise them up; . " 36
." then unto Him they will be returned

Commentary : verse 36

The Qur'ān has repeatedly resembled the rejectors of Truth as the dead and the deaf.
For example, Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 80 as well as Sura Ar-Rūm, No. 30, verse 52,
are cited as this: " Surely you do not make the dead to hear, and you do not make the

." deaf to hear the call when they go back retreating

.Human beings are free to choose their own path, whether it is right or wrong

Hearing the truth and accepting it, is a sign of the existence of the spiritual life and

alertness in a person. The person who is in lack of spiritual life and does not accept the

truth, is dead, because the animal life, which is usually rendered into eating and

.drinking to survive, is something that all living creatures possess, too

The verse addresses the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) implying that heshould take care of

the truth-seekers, and dealing with disbelievers is referred to Allah Who will call them

.to account on the Day of Resurrection

 : It says

Only those accept who hearken, and (as for) the dead, Allah will raise them up; then " 
." unto Him they will be returned

****
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هِّبرَ نِْم  هٌیَا  هِْیلَعَ  لَزُِّن  لاوَْل  اوُلاقوَ  - 37

هًیَا لَزِّنَُی  نْاَ  یلعَ  رٌدِاق  هَّللا  َّنِا  لُْق 

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُرَثَکْاَ لا  َّنکِ  - لوَ

And they say: ` Why has not a Sign been sent down to him (Muhammad) from his . " 37
 '." Lord ? ' Say: ` Verily Allah is able to send down a Sign, but most of them do not know

Commentary : verse 37

Upon the occasion of revelation of the verse, it has been cited that some of the chiefs

of the Quraysh, seeking for excuses, told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that merely the Qur'ān

.was not enough to work as his miracle

They wanted him to bring some miracles similar to what Jesus, Moses, Sālih ̣ and

(Prophets like them had brought.(1

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who reminds people of the miracles of the former prophets, of

course, can surely bring the like of those miracles himself, otherwise he might not

remind people of them so that they ask him for something similar to them. Moreover,
as the Islamic literature, recorded by both Shi`ites and Sunnites scholars denote, the

.Messenger of Allah had some other miracles besides the Qur'ān, too

The main purpose of bringing miracles is showing the sign of Allah's infinite Power and

the particular relation between Allah and His Messenger, not necessarily responding

to the endless wishes of the obstinate people. Of course, sometimes miracles come

 : forth to answer to people's request, too. The verse says

And they say: ` Why has not a Sign been sent down to him (Muhammad) from his " 
,'..." Lord ? ' Say: ` Verily Allah is able to send down a Sign

However, a great deal of pretexts should not be listened to. The Qur'ān says: " And

even if We had sent down to them the angels and the dead had spoken to them and

We had brought together all things before them, they
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(. would not have believed ..." (Sura Al-'An`ām, No. 6, verse 111

By the way, it should be noted that if these sorts of demands, which are produced

obstinately, be replied fully and then they do not believe, all of them will be faced with

.the Divine punishment and will be destroyed

The reason is that this manner is the utmost dishonour unto the Holy Presence of

Allah, His Messenger, His revelations, and His miracles. So, at the end of the verse, it
 : says

 '." but most of them do not know "... 

****
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رٍِئا لاوَ ط- ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  هٍَّباد  نِْم  اموَ  - 38

ْ ءٍ یْش نِْم  بِا  - تکِْلا یِف  انطَّْرفَ  ام  مْکُُلاثْماَ  مٌمَُا  لاِّا  هِْیحَانجَِب  رُیطیَ 

نَورُشَحُْی مْهِِّبرَ  یلِا  َّمُث 

And there is no creature (that walks) on the earth nor a bird that flies with its two . " 38
wings, but they are communities the like of you. We have not neglected anything in

." the Book, then unto their Lord shall they (all) be mustered

Commentary : verse 38

Point

This verse speaks about Resurrection and the general assemblage of all living

 : creatures, ie. all kinds of animals, in Hereafter. At first, the verse says

And there is no creature (that walks) on the earth nor a bird that flies with its two " 
. ..." wings, but they are communities the like of you

Thus, similar to human beings, each kind of animals and birds are a community by

themselves. That is, they also have knowledge, awareness, and perception in their

own conditions, and they know the Lord Whom they glorify and sanctify as much as

they are able to, although the standard of their perception is lower than that of

.human beings

 : Then, in the next phrase of the verse, the Lord says

, ..." We have not neglected anything in the Book "... 

 : And at the end of the verse, the statement is

." then unto their Lord shall they (all) be mustered "... 

Hence, the verse warns the polytheists that the Lord, Who has created all groups of

animals and supplies their necessities and Who watches whatever they do, has
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.appointed a resurrection for them entirely

How is it possible that He does not appoint a resurrection and a gathering for you ?
 ? And, as some pagans say, there would not exist anything beyond this life and death
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The Resurrection of animals

 ? Is there a Resurrection for Animals

No doubt that the first condition of reckoning and rewards is the existence of intellect

.and awareness and, thereafter, duty and responsibility come forth

The adherents of this idea believe that the life of many animals continues with an

interesting and surprising regularity which denotes to their high level of perception

and awareness. There are a few persons who have heard no words about ants, bees,
their formicaries, their beehives and their wonderful order and their surprizing

.system

It is certain that we cannot simply count it as a phenomenon resulted from instinct.
Natural disposition is usually the source of monotonous and constant activities. But

the deeds which are not predictable in some specific conditions, done as reactions,
.are more similar to perception and awareness than instinct

For example, when a lamb, which has never seen a wolf in its life, sees that savage

animal for the first time, it recognizes well that this enemy is dangerous. So, the lamb

.tries to defend and to save itself from the danger by any means that it can find

Apart from all of these, there are recited some meanings in a lot of verses of the

Qur'ān which can be counted as a considerable reason for the existence of perception

and awareness in some animals. For instance, the story of ants and their escape from

the army of Solomon; the story of the hoopoe when it came into the zone of Sheba

.and brought some exciting news for Solomon, are a few evidences to this claim

In Islamic literature, there are also many traditions upon the resurrection of animals,
 : including as follows

It is narrated from Abūthar who says : " We were at the presence of the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) where, in front of us, two goats bunted each other

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said ` Do you know why they bunted each other ? ' The
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:audience answered : ` No, we do not know '. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

 '." But Allah knows why, and He will judge between them soon ` 

****
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تِا - مُل - ُّظلا یِف  مٌکُْبوَ  ٌّمصُ  انِتا  - يا اوُبَّذکَ بِ- نَیذَّلاوَ  - 39

هُْلعَجْیَ أْشَیَ  نْمَوَ  هُْلِلضُْی  هُّللا  اِشَیَ  نْمَ 

مٍیقتَسُْم طٍا  رصِ  یلعَ 

;And those who belied Our Signs are deaf and dumb, in darkness . " 39

whomever Allah pleases He leads astray, and whomever He pleases, He sets him on a
." straight path

Commentary : verse 39

It is true that both guidance and misguidance are in knowledge and power of Allah,
but the will of man and the abilities existed in him are effective, too. Besides, the Will

of Allah is also based on Wisdom. Holy struggle on the way of Allah is a cause for the

.Divine guidance, while being unjust toward people is a cause for misguidance

Therefore, infidelity and hostility are some darknesses which cause separation from

.salvation

Concealing the Truth is counted dumbness and not hearkening it is deafness, and the

 : fruit of people's rejection is misguidance and Allah's wrath. The verse says

And those who belied Our Signs are deaf and dumb, in darkness; whomever Allah " 
." pleases He leads astray, and whomever He pleases, He sets him on a straight path

However, paving the straight path needs a hearing ear, an impartial tongue and a

.transparent inward

****
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هُعَاسّلا مُکُْتتَاَ  وْاَ  هِّللا  بُاذعَ  مْکُ  -ل- تَاَ نِْا  مْکُتَْیءَرَاَ  لُْق  - 40

نَیقدِا مُْتْنکُ ص- نِْا  نَوعُدْتَ  هِّللا  رَْیغَاَ 

Say: " Have you considered if Allah's torment comes to you (in the world) or the . " 40
Hour (of Resurrection) comes to you, will you supplicate any one other than Allah, if

 ? " you are truthful

Commentary : verse 40

Once more, the Qur'ān addresses the polytheists and, in front of them, reasons Divine

Unity and monotheism in another way. It reminds them the extraordinary difficult and

grievous moments of life, and seeks assistance from their conscience. It asks them

whether they consider any shelter save Allah when they forget everything during

.these moments

Concerning such people, the verse commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them to

answer truely that if the punishment of Allah befalls them, or the Hereafter be set up

with all its horrors, excitements and terrible events, do they have any one except

 ? Allah to remove their calamities

Say: " Have you considered if Allah's torment comes to you (in the world) or the Hour " 
(of Resurrection) comes to you, will you supplicate any one other than Allah, if you are

 ? " truthful

The essence of the meaning of this verse is perceivable not only for pagans but also

.for every one when calamities and painful events come forth unto them

In ordinary cases, and in minor events, men may seek protection from others than

Allah. But, when the event is extraordinarily violent, men neglect everything. At the

very circumstance they feel a kind of hope for rescue in the depth of their heart,
which originates from a mysterious unknown source of power. This is the very

.attention to Allah and the reality of Unity

****
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ءَاش نِْا  هِْیَلِا  نَوعُدْتَ  ام  فُشِکْیَفَ  نَوعُدْتَ  هُاّیِا  لَْب  - 41

نَوکُرِشُْت ام  نَوْسَْنتَوَ 

Rather upon Him you will call, and He removes that for which you supplicated . " 41
(." Him, if He pleases, and you forget what you have associated (with Him

Commentary : verse 41

.Natural Disposition, an Even Path toward Theology

A sincere supplication is the gateway toward security from dangers in this life.
.( (Pagan's invocation has no answer in Hereafter

Thus, why do you refer to Allah only at the times of danger when you neglect your

imaginary gods, and in ordinary circumstances you do not refere to Allah(1) ? The

 : verse says

Rather upon Him you will call, and He removes that for which you supplicated Him, if " 
(." He pleases, and you forget what you have associated (with Him

****
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.Section 5: Warning against the approach of the punishment

Point

How the former disbelievers were seized with distress and affliction

ءِارَّّضلاوَ ءِاسأْبَْلاِب  مْهُا  - نذْخَاَفَ کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  مٍمَُا  یلِا  انْلسَرْاَ  دْقََلوَ  - 42

نَوعَُّرضَتَیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

Indeed We sent (messengers) to nations before you, then We seized them with . " 42
." distress and affliction in order that they might humble themselves

Commentary : verse 42

 : The Qur'ānic word /ba'sā'/ has been applied in the senses of

difficulties, fight, poverty, famine, flood, earthquake, and infectious diseases; and the

Arabic term /darrā'/ has been used in the Arabic language with the meanings of: `

 '. sorrow, grief, disgrace, ignorance, and failure

The appointment of Divine prophets, of course, and completing the argument has

been a process and a Divine way of treatment in the length of history. So, the history

.of the past is an example for the coming generations

Meantime, difficulties are some means for regarding Allah and managing

.transgressors

.Therefore, neither any welfare is a grace nor any difficulty is a wrath

.At the time of calamities, the hands are raised up for supplication and asking help

 : The verse says

Indeed We sent (messengers) to nations before you, then We seized them with " 
." distress and affliction in order that they might humble themselves
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It is cited in Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 1, p. 717 that Imam Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib (a.s.) said: " If

people invocate truthfully to Allah when calamities fall down upon them, they will be

, ..." removed from all their difficulties
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اوعَُّرضَتَ انسُأَْب  مْهُءَاج  ذِْا  لاوْلَفَ  - 43

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  ام  نُا  - طْیَّشلا مُهَُل  نََّیزَوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  تْسَقَ  نْکِ  - لوَ

 ? Why then did they not entreat when Our distress came to them . " 43

But their hearts were hard, and Satan made all that they used to do seem fair unto

." them

Commentary : verse 43

To be heedless unto divine warnings and not to be regardful, is a sign of hard-
.heartedness

It is for this reason that the verse implies why they did not take counsel from these

painful and awakening factors, and they did not awaken from the sleep of negligence,
:and did not return toward Allah. The Qur'ān says

 ?..." Why then did they not entreat when Our distress came to them " 

In fact, the reason of their unawareness was two things. The first was that, as a result

of extra amount of sin and persisting in disbelief, their hearts became dark and

.hardened, and their souls changed to be inflexible

, ..." But their hearts were hard "... 

The second factor was that (applying their mood of sensuality) Satan made their

deeds seem decorous to them. So, they considered right whatever wrong they did,
 : and counted aright and correct every offence they committed. The verse says

." and Satan made all that they used to do seem fair unto them "... 

****
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ْ ءٍ یْش لِّکُ  بَا  وْباَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انحْتَفَ  هِب  اورُکِّذُ  ام  اوسَُن  امّلَفَ  - 44

نَوسُِلْبُم مْهُ  اذاِفَ  هًتَْغَب  مْهُا  - نذْخَاَ اوُتوُا  امِب  اوحُرِفَ  اذِا  یّتحَ 

Then, when they forgot that which they had been admonished to, We opened for . " 44
them the doors of all things (of enjoyments), until when they rejoiced in what they

." were given, We seized them suddenly when, behold, they were in utter dispair

Commentary : verse 44

The Arabic term /'īlās/ means a grief accompanied with despair. It is a status that

.criminals may have in the court when they cannot find an answer to offer

It is not such that always the welfare of life to be a sign of mercy. On the contrary, it is
.sometime the cause of chastisement

Giving respite to evildoers and preparing welfare and comfortable life for offenders is
one of Allah's way of treatment. The world and its bounties can be both a favor and an

indignation. It depends to whom they are given. In Sura 'A`rāf, No. 7, verse 94 faith

and piety have been counted as the cause of blessings of Allah. It says : " And if the

people of the towns had believed and guarded (against evil) We would certainly have

 ..." opened up for them blessings from heavens and the earth

In the verse under discussion, the world has been counted as a divine blessing.(1) The

 : verse says

Then, when they forgot that which they had been admonished to, We opened for " 
(, them the doors of all things (of enjoyments

until when they rejoiced in what they were given, We seized them suddenly when,
." behold, they were in utter dispair

This fact should also be noted that the wrath of Allah and death both happen

suddenly. So, we should be always prepared. Verily, it happens that the happy shout

.of men of pleasure usually changes into a despondent groan all of a sudden
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هِّلِل دُمْحَْلاوَ  اومَُل  نَیذَّلا ظَ- مِوْقَْلا  رُِباد  عَطِقُفَ  - 45

نَیمَلا - عْلا بِّرَ 

+

So the people who were unjust were rooted out, and praise belongs to Allah, the . " 45
." Lord of the worlds

Commentary : verse 45

.The annihilation of unjust people is conclusive and certain. Cruelty cannot resist long

 : Transgression is also effective in generation. The verse says

, ..." So the people who were unjust were rooted out " 

Therefore, as it is mentioned in the current holy verse, when the transgressors are

 : destroyed, Allah should be thanked and praised. So, the verse continues saying

." and praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the worlds "... 

This phrase, mentioned in this verse, hints to this fact that cutting off the roots of

mischief and transgression, which ends to the destruction of a people who can

continue committing it, is so important that requires to thank Allah and to be gratitude

.of Him

 : A tradition narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says

He who loves the imperishability of the unjust, its meaning is that Allah to be " 
disobeyed (by means of sins), and (the phenomenon of transgression is so important

that) Allah (the Blessed and Exalted) has praised His Essence for the destruction of the

unjust and He has said: " So the people who were unjust were rooted out, and praise

(belongs to Allah, the Lord of the worlds '."(1

****
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مْکُِبوُلُق یلعَ  مَتَخَوَ  مْکُرَا  - صْباَوَ مْکُعَمْسَ  هُّللا  ذَخَاَ  نِْا  مُْتْیءَرَاَ  لُْق  - 46

هِِب مْکُیتأیَ  هِّللا  رُْیغَ  -هٌ  لِا نْمَ 

نَوُفدِصْیَ مْهُ  َّمُث  تِا  - يلاْا فُرِّصَُن  فَْیکَ  رْظُْنا 

Say: ` Have you considered if Allah takes away your hearing and your eyesight . " 46
and seals on your hearts, which god other than Allah can give it back to you ? ' See

." you, how We repeat the Signs, yet they turn away

Commentary : verse 46

:Do know the Bestower of Bounties

In this verse, the Qur'ān addresses the pagans and, at first, it implies if Allah takes

away His worthy blessings, such as your ears and your eyes, from you and sets a seal

on your hearts so that you cannot realize between right and wrong and good and evil,
 : which god, save Allah, is able to return these blessings to you ? The verse says

Say: ` Have you considered if Allah takes away your hearing and your eyesight and " 
 ? '..." seals on your hearts, which god other than Allah can give it back to you

In fact, pagans believed this fact that the creator and the giver of sustenance is Allah,
.but they worshipped idols as the intercessors with Allah

Then, the Qur'ān continues the statement and commands them to see how Allah

stated the verses and reasons in different forms for them, but they still turn away

 : from the Truth. It says

." See you, how We repeat the Signs, yet they turn away "... 

****
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هًرَهْجَ وْاَ  هًتَْغَب  هِّللا  بُاذعَ  مْکُ  -ل- تاَ نِْا  مْکُتَْیءَرَاَ  لُْق  - 47

نَومُِلا - ظّلا مُوْقَْلا  َّلاِا  کُلَهُْی  لْهَ 

Say: ` Have you considered if the punishment of Allah comes to you suddenly or . " 47
 '." openly, will anyone be destroyed but the unjust people

Commentary : verse 47

Next to mentioning these three great blessings of Allah, (i.e. eyes, ears, and

comprehension), which can be the origin of all blessings in this world and the next, this

 : verse hints to the possible removal of all these blessings in general. It says

Say: ` Have you considered if the punishment of Allah comes to you suddenly or " 
 '." openly, will anyone be destroyed but the unjust people

The purpose of this statement is that the only one who is able to punish through

different chastisements and to take up the existing blessings, is Allah. Thus, idols have

.no function in this process

.Therefore, there is no reason that you refuge to them

****
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نَیرذِْنُموَ نَیرشِّبَُم  لاِّا  نَیلسَرْمُْلا  لُسِرُْن  اموَ  - 48

حَلَصْاَوَ نَمَا  نْمَفَ 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  لاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  لافَ 

بُاذعَْلا مُهُُّسمَیَ  انِتا  - يا اوُبَّذکَ بِ- نَیذَّلاوَ  - 49

نَوقُسُْفیَ اوُناک  امِب 

And We do not send the messengers but (as) announcers of good news and . " 48
warners, then whoever believes and amends (himself) no fear shall be upon them, nor

." shall they grieve

And as for those who belie Our Signs, chastisement shall afflict them for what . " 49
." they were transgressing

Commentary : verses 48-49

Point

In this verse, the Qur'ān points to the situation of messengers of Allah and indicates

that not only the lifeless idols are not able to do anything, but the great prophets and

divine leaders also have not anything to do except communicating messengership,
glad tidings, warning, encouragement, and threat. So, all blessings that exist are from

the source of Allah (s.w.t.) and they wholly have come into being merely under His

.command

.Therefore, whatever even the prophets desire, they may ask Him

 : The verse says

And We do not send the messengers but (as) announcers of good news and " 
, ..." warners

.Then, The Qur'ān adds that the way to felicity is found in two things
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Firstly people should believe, and secondly they amend themselves (by doing good

deeds). For such people, there will be no fear because of Divine punishments, nor

 : shall they grieve for their former actions. The verse says

then whoever believes and amends (himself) no fear shall be upon "... 
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." them, nor shall they grieve

Some traditions

,Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " Whoever is in awe of Allah

(He, the Purified, will secure him from every thing." (Qurar-ul-Ḥikam, vol. 5, p. 421

Imam Zayn-ul-`Ābidīn (a.s.) said: " The origin and the commencement of every

knowledge is the awe of Allah." (Bihār-ul-'Anwār, vol. 74, p. 180) Imam Amir-ul-
Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) said: " Whoever is in awe of his Lord stops transgressing." (Qurar-

(ul-Ḥikam, vol. 5, p. 275

.The contrary status is for those who reject the Divine revelations

They will be confronted with the punishment of Allah for the very mischief and

 : disobedience. The verse says

And as for those who belie Our Signs, chastisement shall afflict them for what they " 
." were transgressing

Imam Sajjād, the fourth Imam, (a.s.) said: " Avoid being a companion of sinners,
helping transgressors, and neighbouring with evil-doers; and beware of their sedition,

(and go away from their surroundings." (Bihār-ul- 'Anwār, vol. 75, p. 151

****
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هِّللا نُِئازخَ  يدنعِ  مْکَُل  لُوُقاَ  لُق لا  - 50

بَْیغَْلا مُلَعْاَ  لاوَ 

َّیَلِا یحوُی  ام  لاِّا  عُِبَّتاَ  نِْا  کٌلَمَ  یّنِا  مْکَُل  لُوُقاَ  لاوَ 

رُیصبَْلاوَ یمعْلاَْا  يوِتَسْیَ  لْهَ  لُْق 

نَورَُّکفَتَتَ لافَاَ 

Say: (O' Our prophet !) ` I do not say to you that the treasures of Allah, are with . " 50
.me, nor do I know the Unseen, nor do I say to you that I am an angel

I do not follow but what is revealed to me.' Say: ` Are the blind and the seeing one

 ? ' " equal ? Do you not then ponder

Commentary : verse 50

 ! Knowing the Unseen

This verse is a complementary statement to answering the different protests of

pagans and polytheists. Here, three divisions of their protests are responded in some

.short sentences

The first one is that they suggested the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to bring some surprising and

wonderful miracles. Secondly each of them suggested a separate thing as the one

wished. Thirdly they were not contented with observing the miracles that some others

asked for. Their desires were sometimes some houses made of gold, sometimes the

descent of angels, and another time they wished the dry hot land of Mecca to be

.changed into a vast garden full of water and fruits

By demanding these amazing things from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), as if, they expected

.the rank of a kind of divinity and ownership of the earth and the heaven for him

.( : That is why, in answer to these people, Allah commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h
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,Say: (O' Our prophet !) ` I do not say to you that the treasures of Allah " 
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, ..." are with me

The Arabic term /xazā'in/ is the plural form of /xazīnah/ with the meaning of `source

and treasure of everything '. Thus, the Qur'ānic phrase /xazā'inullah/ (the treasures of

Allah) encompasses the treasures of the whole things. This originates from His Infinite

.Essence, Who is the source of all virtues and powers

Some of those people expected that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would imform them of the

entire secrets concerning the future and the past. They expected him to tell them

what happenings would occur in their lives, so that they could try to repel their harms

and attract their profits. Then, in answer to such people, through the continuation of

:the verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was told to say

, ..." nor do I know the Unseen "... 

Some of them expected that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) himself to be an angel, or an angel

could accompany him. They desired that there would be no quality of human beings in
him, such as eating food, walking in the roads and markets, and so on. To answer the

:rejection of these people, in the third sentence of the verse, the Qur'ān says

. ..." nor do I say to you that I am an angel ..." 

Then, in the continuation of this statement, he adds that he follows only the

commandments and instructions that are communicated to him through revelation

.from the Lord

.'..." I do not follow but what is revealed to me "... 

At the end of the verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is ordered to ask them whether the blind

and those who can see are equal. Are those whose eyes, minds and intellects are shut

 ? equal with those whose eyes see the facts well and recognize them

 ? ' " Say: ` Are the blind and the seeing one equal ? Do you not then ponder "... 

****
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Section 6: Believers will be rewarded

Point

.To offer salutation `Salām-un-`alaykum' to the believers whom they meet

مْهِِّبرَ یلِا  اورُشَحُْی  نْاَ  نَوُفاخیَ  نَیذَّلا  هِِب  رْذِْناَوَ  - 51

عٌیفشَ لاوَ  ٌّیِلوَ  هِنودُ  نِْم  مهَُل  سَْیَل 

نَوقَُّتیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

And warn with it (the Qur'ān) those who fear that they will be mustered unto their . " 51
;Lord

for) there is not any guardian nor intercessor for them besides Him, so that they may)
(." guard themselves (against evil

Commentary : verse 51

At the end of the previous verse, the words meant that the blind and the seeing one

are not equal. Now, in this verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded to warn those

 : who are in awe of the Day of Resurrection. It says

And warn with it (the Qur'ān) those who fear that they will be mustered unto their " 
; ..." Lord

This phrase means that those whose eyes of understanding is vigilant, as much as

they probable there will be a Reckoning Day, have been prepared to accept the Truth

.under the light of this probability and with the fright of responsibility

 : Then, the verse continues saying that such vigilant persons are in awe of a day when

, ..." there is not any guardian nor intercessor for them besides Him "... 

Yes, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded to warn such people and to invite them unto

the Truth, because there is a hope that they may become pious and virtuous. The
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 : verse says
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(." so that they may guard (themselves against evil "... 

Upon the commentary of this verse, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says : " The Qur'ān warns those

who have the hope of reaching their Lord, and encourages them by what is with Him,
because the Qur'ān, whose intercession is acceptable, will be an intercessor for

(them."(1

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " Learn the Qur'ān, because on the Day of Judgement that

(Book will intercede its reciters." (Musnad-i-Hanbal, vol. 5, p. 251

****
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هُهَجْوَ نَودُیرُی  یِّشِعَْلاوَ  هِادغَْلاِب  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَّلا  دِرُطْتَ  لاوَ  - 52

مهِْیلَعَ کَِباسحِ  نِْم  اموَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش نِْم  مْهِِباسحِ  نِْم  کَْیلَعَ  ام 

نَیمِلا - ظّلا نَِم  نَوکُتَفَ  مْهُدَرُطْتَفَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش نِْم 

And do not repel those who call upon their Lord in the morning and the evening, . " 52
seeking His countenance. Nothing of their account falls upon you nor anything of your

." account falls upon them, that you should repel them and thus become of the unjust

Occasion of Revelation of verse 52

Upon the occasion of revelation of this verse, it is cited that when a group of rich

pagans saw that there had gathered some poor persons such as : 'Ammār, Bilāl,
Khabbeh and the like of them around the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), they suggested to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he would leave them in order that they themselves could gather

around him. As Al-Minar, the commentary book, narrates, the second kalif said that

.they would accept that suggestion to try it, and the above verse was revealed

.There is a similar verse to this one in the Qur'ān. It is in Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18, verse 28

Qurtubī cites in his commentary book that from the time this verse was revealed on,
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not leave the gathering of the poor unless the poor left (the

.place) first

The objective meaning of `call upon their Lord in the morning and the evening' may

(be the daily prayers. (Al-Mīzān, the commentary

Commentary : verse 52

Regarding the occasion of revelation, Islam is a school of struggle against unjust

.discrimination, racialism, demanding privilege, and asking for blackmail

Thus, protecting the sincere, poor, and striving believers is more important than the

probable attraction of some rich pagans. The holy
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 : verse says

, ..." And do not repel those who call upon their Lord in the morning and the evening " 

Then, no privilege can match the Faith. Most of the followers of the divine prophets

.were the poor persons who believed in the Truth

. ..." seeking His countenance "... 

Never should the existing believers be scorned for the attraction of the chiefs of

.pagans

If the seekers of pretexts cannot find faults with the leader of the school of thought or

the school itself, they try to find faults with the followers of the school of thought and

.their economic circumstances

.( Regarding to the occasion of revelation)

However, repelling the sincere poor and the deprived, is an injustice and, in the

.(. meanwhile, the reckoning of everybody is up to Allah (s.w.t

In spite of the current manner in Christianity, (where priests forgive the faults), even)
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is not responsible for the forgiveness or retribution of sins in

 : Islam

Nothing of their account falls upon you nor anything of your account falls upon "... 
, ..." them

****
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انِنْیَب نِْم  مْهِْیلَعَ  هُّللا  َّنمَ  ءِلاؤُ  - هاَ اوُلوقُیَِل  ضٍْعبَِب  مْهُضَْعَب  اّنتَفَ  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 53

نَیرکِا - شّلاِب مَلَعْاَِب  هُّللا  سَْیَلاَ 

:And thus did We try some of them by others so that they (mockingly) say . " 53

 ? ' Are these they upon whom Allah has favoured from among us ` 

 ? " Does not Allah know best the grateful

Commentary : verse 53

In this verse, the Qur'ān warns the rich disbelievers that these processes are as some

trials upon them. When they fail in these tests, they should tolerate the painful results

 : of their deeds. The verse says

 ..." And thus did We try some of them by others " 

'. The Arabic term /fitnah/, here, means `trial

Then the verse continues stating the meaning that these rich people reach a state

 : that they look at the true believers despisingly and, as the verse adds

:they (mockingly) say "... 

 ? '..." Are these they upon whom Allah has favoured from among us ' 

They ask whether these believers, upon whom Allah has bestowed Islam, are worthy

that these words to be spoken about. Then, the Qur'ān answers them implying that

these believers are some people who have thanked for the blessing of knowledge and

recognition when they applied it. They also have thanked the invitation of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) by accepting him. What blessing and thanksgiving is greater than that Allah

 ! has set the Faith firm in their hearts

 ? " Does not Allah know best the grateful "... 

It is cited in Atyab-ul-Bayān that once, someone came to Imam Kāzim (a.s.) and
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complained about his poverty. Imam (a.s.) asked him whom he thought as the richest

person. The man answered that Hārūn-ur-Rashīd was. Imam (a.s.) asked him

whether he agreed to exchange his own Faith for his (Hārūn's) wealth. The man said :
'. `No

Imam (a.s.) said: `Then, you are richer than him, since you have something that you

.' " are not ready to change for his wealth

****
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مْکُْیلَعَ مٌلاسَ  لْقُفَ  انِتا  - يا نَوُنِمؤُْی بِ- نَیذَّلا  كَءَاج  اذِاوَ  - 54

هَمَحَّْرلا هِسِْفَن  یلعَ  مْکُُّبرَ  بَتَکَ 

حَلَصْاَوَ هدِْعَب  نِْم  بَات  َّمُث  هٍَلا  - هجَِب اءًوسُ  مْکُْنِم  لَمِعَ  نْمَ  هَُّناَ 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَُّناَفَ 

نَیمرِجْمُْلا لُیبسَ  نَیبتَسْتَِلوَ  تِا  - يلاْا لُصِّفَُن  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 55

And when those who believe in Our Signs come to you, say: ` Peace be on you. . " 54
Your Lord has prescribed mercy on Himself that whoever of you does evil in

ignorance, and thereafter repents and amends (himself), then verily He is forgiving,
 '." Merciful

And thus do We explain the Signs so that (the Truth be distinguished) and the way . " 55
." of the sinners be manifest

Commentary : verses 54-55

It is cited in the occasion of revelation of this verse that a group of the sinners went to

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said that they had committed many faults. The holy Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) kept silence; and this verse was revealed

And when those who believe in Our Signs come to you, say: ` Peace be on you. Your " 
Lord has prescribed mercy on Himself that whoever of you does evil in ignorance, and

 '." thereafter repents and amends (himself), then verily He is forgiving, Merciful

In this Sura, Allah has repeated twice the phrase : " He has prescribed for Himself

mercy ". Once in the verse under discussion for the encouragement of people in this

world, and the second upon the Resurrection, when the concerning verse says : "... He

has prescribed mercy on Himself. He will surely gather you to the Resurrection Day,
(. ..." (Verse 12

The holy verse leads us to this understanding that if sin is not committed arrogantly

.and pertinaciously, it is forgivable
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, ..." in ignorance "... 
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When it is said that the relation of the Islamic leaders is with people, it is a relation of

.intimacy and affection

 ..." say ` Peace be on you "... 

Allah has prescribed mercy on Himself, but those whom this mercy is bestowed on are

.the repentant

(, ..." and thereafter repents and amends (himself "... 

However, in the next verse (No. 55), it implies it is thus that Allah explains His Signs and

his commandments so clear that both the way of truth-seekers and the obedient

believers be distinguished and the way of obstinate sinners and that of the enemies of

:Truth be made manifest. The verse says

And thus do We explain the Signs so that (the Truth be distinguished) and the way of " 
." the sinners be manifest

The purpose of the Arabic term /mujrim/, here, is the very obstinate sinners who, by

.no means, will surrender to the Truth

That is, after this general invitation unto the Truth, including even the invitation unto

those sinners who are remorseful from their deeds, the way and tradition of the

.obstinate and inflexible sinners, will be recognized fully

****
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Section 7: The Judgment

Point

.Kingdom is only Allah's Allah's knowledge comprehends every thing

هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  نَوعُدْتَ  نَیذَّلا  دَُبعْاَ  نْاَ  تُیهُن  یّنِا  لُْق  - 56

اذًِا تُْللَضَ  دْقَ  مْکُءَاوهْاَ  عُِبَّتاَ  لُق لا 

نَیدتَهْمُْلا نَِم  اَناَ  اموَ 

:Say: ` I am forbidden to worship those whom you call besides Allah', Say . " 56

I do not follow your low desires, for then indeed I should have gone astray and ` 

." I will not be of the (rightly) guided

Commentary : verse 56

The undue desires, from anybody they are issued, should be explicitly responded with

.a negative answer

.The source of the Prophet's determinations (p.b.u.h.) is Divine revelation

Acquittance from infidelity is a part of Islam. Polytheistic belief is the root of sensual

.desires

Thus, a preacher of the Faith ought not follow to quench the people's desires, but he

 : should act for the sake and pleasure of Allah. The verse says

:Say: ` I am forbidden to worship those whom you call besides Allah', Say " 

I do not follow your low desires, for then indeed I should have gone astray and I will ` 
." not be of the (rightly) guided

****
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يدنعِ ام  هِب  مُْتْبَّذکَوَ  یّبرَ  نِْم  ِیَب  هٍنَّ یلعَ  یّنِا  لُْق  - 57

هِب نَوُلجِْعتَسْتَ  ام 

َّقحَْلا ُّصقُیَ  هِّلِل  لاِّا  مُکْحُْلا  نِِا 

نَیلصِا - فْلا رُْیخَ  وَهُوَ 

Say: " Verily I am (relying) on clear proof from my Lord, while you belied it; I have . " 57
not with me that (chastisement) which you hasten for, the judgment is only Allah's;

 '." Who declares the truth and He is the best of deciders

Commentary : verse 57

Point

The Arabic term /bayyinah/ (clear proof), mentioned in the verse, is derived from

/baynūnah/ (separation). It is so called for the reason that it clearly and completely

.separates between right and wrong

Pagans said that if it was true, why the divine chastisement was not sent down upon

them. This expression is a similar meaning to the content of another verse where they

said if He was right, He should send down stones upon them. Here is the verse: "... if
this is the truth from You, then rain upon us stones from heaven or inflict on us a

(painful punishment." (Sura Al-'Anfāl, No. 8, Verse 32

Prophets should have proofs

The proofs and miracles of prophets had neither heaviness nor ambiguity. Everybody

could understand them, and, if those people were not stubborn they would heartily

accept them. That was why the divine prophets used to introduce themselves as

.messengers of Allah with some proofs

Seeking for chastisement and hastening for the punishment of Allah were found in
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.other communities, too

The peoples of Sālih, Huūd, and Noah also said that if the prophet of their time was

.true, he would bring the promised punishment upon them

They said " Then bring to us what you threaten us with, if you are of the truthful ones

(. " (Sura Al-A`rāf, No. 7, verse 70 , 77), (sura Hūd, No. 11 verse 32
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The invitation of prophets is done on proofs. It is not based on imagination and blindly

 ..." imitation. "... on clear proof

Prophets should have proofs from the origin of Allah. They might not work according

.to what people demand every day

Say: " Verily I am (relying) on clear proof from my Lord, while you belied it; I have not " 
with me that (chastisement) which you hasten for, the judgment is only Allah's; Who

 '." declares the truth and He is the best of deciders

For what reason or which evidence it can be that pagans belie the proof of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) while they expect him to follow their low desires. Can this cause be

?anything save rudeness, stubbornness, and enmity

A prophet is a divine messenger supported with logic and proofs, while the order of

.the world of existence is with Allah

****
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مْکُنَْیَبوَ ینْیَب  رُْملاَْا  یَضِقَُل  هِب  نَوُلجِْعتَسْتَ  ام  يدنعِ  َّناَ  وَْل  لُق  - 58

نَیمِلا - ظّلاِب مُلَعْاَ  هُّللاوَ 

Say: ` If that which you hasten for were with me, certainly the matter would be . " 58
 '." decided between you and me, and Allah knows best the unjust

Commentary : verse 58

Retributions are with Allah, but he respites the unjust as His Knowledge and Wisdom

.requires

Say: ` If that which you hasten for were with me, certainly the matter would be " 
, ..." decided between you and me

People's haste does not change Allah's Widsom. Yet, the respite in receiving Allah's

punishment should not cause that pagans think that their infidelity has been

.neglected

 '." and Allah knows best the unjust "... 

Allah better knows the status of the transgressors and that in what thing there lies

.their interest; and that whether their punishment should be sent down now or later

****
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وَهُ لاِّا  اهمُلَْعیَ  بِْیغَْلا لا  حُِتافمَ  هُدَنعِوَ  - 59

رِحْبَْلاوَ رِّبَْلا  یِف  ام  مُلَْعیَوَ 

ضِرْلاَْا تِا  - مُل یف ظُ- هٍَّبحَ  لاوَ  اهمُلَْعیَ  لاِّا  هٍقَرَوَ  نِْم  طُقُسْتَ  اموَ 

نٍیبُم بٍا  - تکِ یف  لاِّا  سٍِبای  لاوَ  بٍطْرَ  لاوَ 

.And with Him are the keys of the Unseen. None but He knows them . " 59

;And He knows whatever is in the land and the sea

and no leaf (of a tree) drops down but He knows it, nor is there a grain in the darkness

." of the earth nor anything wet or dry but it is (noted) in a clear Book

Commentary: verse 59

 ! Secrets of the Unseen

In the former verses, the words were about Allah's Knowledge, Power, and the

expansion of the circle of His commandment. From this verse on, the meaning stated

in those verses concisely has been mentioned with some explanation. At first, the

 " subject of Allah's knowledge is pointed out. The verse says

. ..." And with Him are the keys of the Unseen. None but He knows them " 

 : Then, for a more emphasis and explanation, it adds

; ..." And He knows whatever is in the land and the sea "... 

The Arabic term /barr/ means `a vast place', which is usually used for a (dry) land. The

term /bahṛ/ originally also means `a vast place' where a plenty of water is found. It is
.often applied for the seas and, sometimes, for the great streams

However, Allah's knowledge upon whatever exists in the lands and the seas is

something which hints to Allah's omniscience, and that His knowledge encompasses
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.all things

That is, He knows the movements of millions of million living creatures, small and big,
in the depths of the seas. He knows the true number of the cells of every human being

as well as his blood cells. He
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knows the mystic circulations of all electrons inside atoms. And, finally, He knows all

thoughts and contemplations pass through different parts and levels of our minds and

.those which penetrate into the depths of our soul

Yes, He knows equally all of these things ! Again, in the second phrase, in order to

 : emphasize on Allah's Omniscience, it has particularly pointed to this aspect, and says

and no leaf (of a tree) drops down but He knows it, nor a grain in the darkness of "... 
 ..." the earth

In fact, it has taken two sensitive subjects with which no human being can be

thoroughly acquainted even if he lives millions of years and that the technical sets be

.surprisingly completed

Who knows that, in each day, which seeds the winds separate from the plants

throughout the earth, and on which spots of the ground they scatter them ? Which

electronic mind can count exactly the number of the leaves which separate from the

 ? branches of trees of the forests only during a day

A glance upon the trees of a forest, specially in fall, when the leaves drop ceaselessly

and make up a beautiful scenery, proves this fact well that such sciences will never be

.within the reach of human beings

The fall of the leaves of trees, in fact, is the moment of their death, and the fall of

seeds into the concealed holes of the land is the first step of their lives. It is only He

.Who is aware of the system of death and life

The statement of this subject has two effects : a philosophical effect and a training

effect. Its philosophical effect is that it nullifies the imagination of those who restrict

Allah's knowledge to general princples and believe that He is not aware of the details

of this world. It clearly specifies that Allah is aware of both all general principles and

.the details

Its training effect is also clear, because having belief in the vast knowledge of Allah,
that He is Omniscience, tells us that the whole secrets of our entity, our deeds and
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speeches, our intentions and our thoughts are utterly clear for His Pure Essence. With

such a belief, how is it possible that a person be careless of his own condition and

 ? does not control his own deeds, speeches, and intentions

 : So, at the end of the verse, it says

." nor anything wet or dry but it is (noted) in a clear Book "... 

****
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لِْیَّلاِب مْکُ  -ل- فّوَتَیَ يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  - 60

یمسَُم لٌجَاَ  یضْقُیِل  هِیف  مْکُُثعَْبیَ  َّمُث  رِاهَّنلاِب  مُْتحْرَجَ  ام  مُلَْعیَوَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  امِب  ِبنَُی  مْکُُئّ َّمُث  مْکُعُجِرْمَ  هِْیَلِا  َّمُث 

And He it is Who takes your souls at night (in sleep), and He knows what you . " 60
commit in the day, then He raises you up therein that an appointed term may be

accomplished, then unto Him is your return, then He will inform you of what you were

." doing

Commentary : verse 60

.By night, Allah takes activity out of your soul the same as He takes it by death

.He is also aware of what you do during the day

During the night you sleep, and during the day you perform some activities. Then,
Allah will raise you up from your graves so that He reckons you for what you spend

.your lives upon

It is so until the appointed time comes forth, when Allah has assigned for raising the

.dead from their graves and giving them the fruit of their deeds. This is the Hereafter

.Thus, your return is unto Him. That is, you will attend where you will be reckoned

On that Day, the Lord will inform you of the deeds you used to accomplish in the

.world, day and night

Some commentators have rendered this part of the verse into the sense that He

awakens you from sleep during the day in order that you gain sufficient interest from

your life. In this verse, Allah has resembled awakening people from sleep to raising

 : them up. The verse says

And He it is Who takes your souls at night (in sleep), and He knows what you commit " 
in the day, then He raises you up therein that an appointed term may be

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2833 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


accomplished, then unto Him is your return, then He will inform you of what you were

." doing

****
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Section 8 : The Judgment

Point

Allah is supreme over everything Allah's chastisement may come from above or

.from bellow the feet of men Mockers of religion to avoided

هدِابعِ قَوْفَ  رُهِاقْلا  وَهُوَ  - 61

تُوْمَْلا مُکُدَحَاَ  ءَاجَ  اذِا  یّتحَ  هًظَفَحَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  لُسِرُْیوَ 

نَوطُرِّفَُی مْهُوَ لا  انُلسُرُ  هُْتَّفوَتَ 

And He is the Omnipotent over His servants, and He sends guardians (to watch) . " 61
over you until when death comes to one of you, Our messengers take his soul and

." they never neglect

Commentary : verse 61

Again, in this verse, in order to emphasize on Allah's scientific conversance with the

deeds of the servants and that He keeps their account minutely to be dealt with on

 : the Resurrection Day, it says

And He is the Omnipotent over His servants, and He sends guardians (to watch) over " 
 ..." you

Then the Qur'ān goes on stating that keeping this account continues until the ending

moments of life, when death approaches you. At this time, the messengers of Allah

.(the angels), who are missioned to take the souls, take the mortal away

..." until when death comes to one of you, Our messengers take his soul "... 

And, at the end of the verse, it adds that these angels never neglect their duty and no

shortcoming nor any defect they perform. They take the soul of a person neither a

 : moment sooner nor a moment later. The holy verse says
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. " and they never neglect "... 

****
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قِّحَْلا مُهُلاوْمَ  هِّللا  یَلِا  اوُّدرُ  َّمُث  - 62

مُکْحُْلا هَُل  لااَ 

نَیبسِا - حْلا عُرَسْاَ  وَهُوَ 

Then they are returned unto Allah, their Maula (Master), the Real One. Beware ! . " 62
." His (alone) is the Judgment (on that Day), and He is the swiftest of reckoners

Commentary : verse 62

Point

After that (death), people are taken toward the divine Judgement and Allah's reward.
The Lord is their owner, their master and the guardian of their affairs. He (s.w.t.) is the

.Judge, Who does not judge but in truth

.On That Day, the command is only His command, not that of other than His

Allah will reckon all human-kind in a short time and neither of the accounts hinders

.Him to reckon those of others

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) once was asked when Allah is not seen, then how

He reckons people. He (a.s.) answered them: " In the same way that He gives them

(sustenance and they do not see Him."(1

This very subject is an evidence to the fact that reckoning one person does not detain

.Him from reckoning others

Again, it is an evidence to prove that He communicates without talking a word,
.otherwise it is impossible that all people be reckoned at the same time

.However, the return of all is unto Him, and He is the only Judge in the Hereafter

Allah, the real Master
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And the real master is the One in Whose authority is creation, guardianship, sleep and

.wakefulness, death and raising up, judgement and reckoning, and He is the Lord

p: 149
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The verse says

Then they are returned unto Allah, their Maula (Master), the Real One. Beware ! His " 
." (alone) is the Judgment (on that Day), and He is the swiftest of reckoners

By the way, the fright from Hereafter is the fear from our own offences and Allah is
.both the guardian, the rightful, and the bestower of mercy and virtue

Concerning reckoning and judgement on that Day, there is a tradition from the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who has said: " The more a person tortures people in this world, the

heavier than everybody's chastisement his punishment will be on the Day

(Judgement." (1

****
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رِحْبَْلاوَ رِّبَْلا  تِا  - مُل نِْم ظُ- مْکُیجّنَُی  نْمَ  لُْق  - 63

هًیَْفخُوَ اعًُّرضَتَ  هَُنوعُدْتَ 

نَیرکِا - شّلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُنََل  هذِ  نِْم ه- ان  -ل- جْناَ نِْئ  لَ-

بٍرْکَ لِّکُ  نِْموَ  اهْنِم  مْکُیجّنَُی  هُّللا  لُِق  - 64

نَوکُرِشُْت مُْتْناَ  َّمُث 

Say : ` Who delivers you from the darkness of the land and the sea ? You call . " 63
upon Him humbly and secretly, (saying): If He delivers us from this (darkness),

 '." certainly we shall be of the grateful ones

Say : ` Allah delivers you from them and from every affliction, then again you . " 64
'." assign (Him) associates

Commentary : verses 63-64

The Light Which Gliters in Darkness

Once more the Qur'ān takes the hand of pagans and leads them into inside their

innate disposition, and in that mysterious place it shows them the light of Unity and

monotheism. So, it commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to question them who delivers

 : them from the darknesses of the land and the sea. The verse says

 ?..." Say : ` Who delivers you from the darkness of the land and the sea " 

Darkness has sometimes a substantial aspect and sometimes a spiritual aspect. The

substantial aspect of darkness is when the light ceases utterly, or it becomes so weak

that one cannot see anywhere or he sees with difficulty. The spiritual aspect of

darkness is the same hardships, entanglements, disturbances and pollutions whose

.end is both dark and ambiguous

If this darkness combines with some terrible incidents and, for example, in a voyage

by night, a person be surrounded with some aweful waves in a whirlpool, its horror is
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of a higher degree than that of difficulties
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that come forth in daytime. It is in these moments that one delivers everything to

forgetfulness and does not care of anything except himself and the light, which gliters

.the depth of his soul, invites him to a source wherein only He can solve such problems

These kinds of cases, which happen for everybody, are some windows to Unity and

.monotheism

That is why, in the next phrase of the verses, the Qur'ān says that it is in this status

 : that

, ..." You call upon Him humbly and secretly "... 

And, it is in this condition that immediately you make covenant with that great source,
promising that if He delivers you from danger you will certainly be grateful of His

.blesses and rely on none but Him

saying): If He delivers us from this (darkness), certainly we shall be of the grateful "... )
 '." ones

Then, The Qur'ān commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them that Allah will deliver

them from these darknesses and from any other sorrow, (as He has delivered them

frequently), but, after deliverance, they pave again the path of polytheism and

.paganism

 : The verse says

Say : ` Allah delivers you from them and from every affliction, then again you assign " 
'." (Him) associates

****
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یلعَ رُدِاقْلا  وَهُ  لُْق  - 65

مْکُِقوْفَ نِْم  اًباذعَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  ثَعَْبیَ  نْاَ 

مْکُِلجُرْاَ تِحْتَ  نِْموْاَ 

ضٍْعَب سَأَْب  مْکُضَْعَب  قَیذُیوَ  اعًیَشِ  مْکُسَِبْلیَ  وْاَ 

نَوهُقَْفیَ مْهَُّلعََل  تِا  - يلاْا فُرِّصَُن  فَْیکَ  رْظُْنُا 

کَُموْقَ هِب  بََّذکَوَ  - 66

ُّقحَْلا وَهُوَ 

لٍیکوَِب مْکُْیلَعَ  تُسَْل  لُق 

Say: ` He is able to send forth upon you a chastisement, from above you or from . " 65
beneath your feet, or to confuse you of different parties, and to make you taste the

.' violence of (fighting) one another

." See how We repeat the Signs that they may understand

:And your people have belied it (the Qur'ān) though it is the truth. Say . " 66

 '." I am not a guard upon you ` 

Commentary : verses 65-66

 : Various Chastisements

In order to state the different ways of training, this verse has laid emphasis on the

subject of threatening to the divine punishment. Clearly speaking, as Allah is the most

Merciful of all merciful ones, and the protector of those who are without support, He is
.also the Supreme and the Avenger against tyrants and rebellious ones

In this verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been ordered to threaten the sinners with

three sorts of punishment. The chastisements which come from above and from
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beneath, the chastisement of dispute and the chastisement of fight and blood

.shedding

Thus, it commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say that Allah is able to
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send retributions from above them, like the punishment upon the people of Lūt,
stones over the People of the Elephant, Flood of Noah, the Cry upon the People of

Thamūd, and the Wind against the People of `Ād. And, today, there are some other

retributions like atomic bombs, chemical bombs, and far-range-striking-rockets of

.various kinds

And, from the downwards, there are earthquake, splitting or depressing the land, the

Pharaoh being drowned, Korah (Croesus) sank into the ground, cholera, plague,
famine, hunger, which are brought for you. Or, that He makes you scattered in some

separate groups to dispute with each other, and that you taste the bitterness of

 : fighting one another. It says

Say: ` He is able to send forth upon you a chastisement, from above you or from " 
beneath your feet, or to confuse you of different parties ' and to make you taste the

.'..." violence of (fighting) one another

The phenomenon of dispute and contradiction in speech among a society is so

dangerous that it has been counted in the row of heavenly punishments, thunders,
and earthquakes. Yes, it is truely so. Moreover, sometimes the destructions which are

resulted from disperse and dispute are heavier than those resulted from thunders

and earthquakes. It has repeatedly happened that some developed countries have

completely been ruined under the inauspicious shade of hypocrisy and disunity. This

.phrase is counted a warning unto the whole Muslims in the world

Then, at the end of the verse, in order that they may realize the Truth and return to it,
 " it is added

." See how We repeat the Signs that they may understand "... 

****

The second verse of the verses mentioned above, as well as its following verse, are,
in fact, to complete the discussion stated in the former verses abut the invitation to

Monotheism, Resurrection, and the facts upon Islam and being afraid of the Divine
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.punishment

At first, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it indicates that his people, viz. Quraysh and

the pagans of Mecca, belied his teachings while all of these teachings are right and

godly, so that different evidences, accepted
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:through intellect and innate disposition comfirm them. The holy verse says

...." And your people have belied it (the Qur'ān) though it is the truth " 

Therefore, their rejection and denial does not decrease anything from the importance

.of these facts, although the number of opponents and deniers may be large

Then, the verse continues the statement implying that it is the duty of the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) to communicate the prophecy and he is not responsible that they accept it

 '." Say: ` I am not guard upon you "... 

The objective meaning of the Arabic term / wakīl/ is `a person who is responsible to

(lead an action and who is liable due to others."(1

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ فَوْسَوَ  ٌّرقَتَسُْم  ءٍإبَن  لِّکُِّل  - 67

." For every announcement there is a term and you will come to know soon . " 67

Commentary : verse 67

In this verse, through a short but expressive phrase, the Qur'ān warns people and

invites them to choose the right path. It announces that whatever news that Allah or

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) informs people, there is finally a term for it, and it will be

 : accomplished in its appointed time, which they will know soon. The verse says

." For every announcement there is a term and you will come to know soon " 

By giving people the proper news, Allah and the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) introduce

the right path to them. Therefore, Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) in a tradition

says: " He who has an intelligent mind looks to his goal. He knows his low road as well

as his high road. The caller (of the right, i.e., the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)) has called, and the

leader (of Ummah, i.e., Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.)) has tended (his leadership). So,
(respond to the caller (of the right) and follow (your) leader."(1

****
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مْهُْنعَ ضْرِعْاَ  -ا فَ- نِتا - يا یف  نَوضُوخُیَ  نَیذ  - َّلا تَْیاَرَ  اذِاوَ  - 68

نُا - طْیَّشلا کََّنیَسِنُی  امِّاوَ  هرِْیغَ  ثٍیدحَ  یف  اوضُوخُیَ  یّتحَ 

نَیمِلا - ظّلا مِوْقَْلا  عَمَ  يرکْذِّلا  دَْعَب  دْعُْقتَ  لافَ 

And when you see those who cavil about Our Signs, turn away from them until . " 68
they enter into (some) other topic. And if Satan causes you to forget, then, after

." recollection, do not sit with the unjust people

Commentary : verse 68

It has been narrated by Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said : When this verse was revealed

and Muslims were prohibited from associating with the pagans and those who

mocked the verses of the Qur'ān, (a group of) Muslims said that if they wanted to

treat according to that commandment everywhere, they had to neither enter the

Sacred Mosque, nor circumambulate the Ka`bah, because those people were often

about inside the Sacred Mosque busy mocking the Divine verses which they heard

.easily by a short pause

Then the next verse was revealed and ordered Muslims to advise them and guide

(them as much as they could.(1

However, since the statements of this Sura are mostly about the circumstances of

pagans and idol-worshippers, both in the current verse and in the verse next to it, the

.Qur'ān hints to the affairs concerning them

At first, it tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that when he sees the arrogant, illogical

opponents are mocking the signs of Allah, he should turn away from them so that they

.give up the subject and be busy with another topic

And when you see those who cavil about Our Signs, turn away from them until they " 
. ..." enter into (some) other topic

Then the Qur'ān adds that this matter is so important that if Satan causes you to
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forget and you sit with such persons unintentionally, as soon as you remember it, you

 : should leave that meeting and do not sit with these unjust people. The verse says
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And if Satan causes you to forget, then, after recollection, do not sit with the unjust "... 
." people

There arises a question here: Is it possible that Satan dominates the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
 ? and causes him to forget his duty

In answer to this question, it can be said that although the addressee in this verse is
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the main purpose, in fact, is the followers of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). It means that if they are entangled with forgetfulness and they take part in
pagans' sinful meetings, they should come out of that meeting and leave the place as

.soon as they remember it

The like of this status happens in our daily conversations and in the literature of

different languages, that, in speech, one person is addressed but the aim is that

.others hear that statement

****
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ْ ءٍ یْش نِْم  مْهِِباسحِ  نِْم  نَوقَُّتیَ  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَ  اموَ  - 69

نَوقَُّتیَ مْهَُّلعََل  يرکْذِ  نْکِ  - لوَ

And nothing of the reckoning of their (deed) shall be upon those who keep from . " 69
." evil, but a reminding (must be given) so that they, too, may keep from evil

Commentary : verse 69

When the verse of prohibition upon the vain speakers and mockers of the Divine

revelations was revealed, some believers said that they should not go to the Sacred

Mosque and would not circumambulate the Ka`bah, since the range of their mockery

.had stretched as far as there

Participation in the meeting of sinners is allowed if it is with the intention of refraining

them from wrong and guiding them to the right. Of course, this exception is only for

those believers who are pious and firm in belief, since there are some Muslims who go

.to save others but they themselves drown

Thinking and realizing the situation, in fact, is one of the principles of intellect and of

Islam. Hearing the absurd sayings temporarily with the purpose of answering them or

.saving the deviated people permanently, is allowed

And nothing of the reckoning of their (deed) shall be upon those who keep from evil, " 
( ..." but a reminding (must be given

Piety is a means of protection for man against committing sins. It is like saving-clothes

.for fire-extinguishers

.Besides being pious himself, such a person must try to make others virtuous, too

." so that they, too, may keep from evil "... 

By the way, there are abundant traditions narrated by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the

Immaculate Imams (a.s.) which prohibit Muslims from companionship with sinners or

participation in a gathering where faults or a single fault is being committed and they
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.cannot bar it even if the people of the gathering are from relatives
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Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) recommended his son: " Allah has prescribed for

(the ear not to listen to any sin and any backbite."(1

Imam Ali (a.s.) also said : " Association with the wicked causes suspicion upon the

(righteous." (2

This verse may be attached as an evidence for the prohibition of some wicked books,
.too

****
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ایْنُّدلا هُویحَْلا  مُهُْتَّرغَوَ  اوًهَْلوَ  ابًعَِل  مْهُنَید  اوذُخََّتا  نَیذَّلا  رِذَوَ  - 70

تْبَسَکَ امِب  سٌْفَن  لَسَْبُت  نْاَ  هِب  رْکِّذَوَ 

-عٌ یفشَ لاوَ  ٌّي  - لِوَ هِّللا  نِودُ  -ا مِ-نْ  هَل -سَ  یَْل

اهْنِم ذْخَؤُْی  لٍدْعَ لا  َّلکُ  لْدِْعتَ  نِْاوَ 

اوُبسَکَ امِب  اوُلسِْبُا  نَیذَّلا  کَِئ  - لوُْا

نَورُفُکْیَ اوُناک  امِب  مٌیلاَ  بٌاذعَوَ  مٍیمحَ  نِْم  بٌارشَ  مْهَُل 

And leave those who have taken their religion for a play and pastime, and whom . " 70
the life of this world has deluded, and admonish (them) by it (the Qur'ān) lest a soul be

destroyed for what it has earned. It shall not have besides Allah any guardian nor any

intercessor, and though it offers every compensation it will not be accepted from it.
Those are they who are given up to destruction for what they have earned. They will

have a drink of boiling water and a painful chastisement for what they used to

." disbelieve

Commentary : verse 70

The purpose of the phrase ` leave those who ...' is ` hating them, and not having any

communication with them', which sometimes ends with fighting against them. Thus,
.the phrase does not mean abandoning Holy Struggle against them

The manner of taking religion for a play has different forms in different

circumstances. Sometimes it is in the form of superstitious beliefs, or religious laws

are considered impracticable, or sins are justified, or innovation, interpretation of the

.Qur'ān by personal opinion, and following the allegorical verses, come forth

.However, Faith has no consistency with laziness, flattery, and playing with ideology

, ..." And leave those who have taken their religion for a play and pastime " 

Admonishment is a means to being saved from the wrath and
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punishment of Allah

( ..." and admonish (them) by it (the Qur'ān "... 

Be not proud of the world since there will come to help you none, in the Hereafter,
.except Allah

Everybody should know that the cause of all his misfortunes is his self and his own

.deeds

 ..." for what it has earned "... 

 : Therefore, the holy verse, pointing to a part of their painful chastisements, says

They will have a drink of boiling water and painful chastisement for what they used "... 
." to disbelieve

.They will be burnt from inside by boiling water and from outside by Hell Fire

****
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Section 9 : Submission to Allah; Abraham's Arguments

Point

.Submission to Allah brings peace - Abraham's reasoning for the Unity of Allah

انُّرضُیَ لاوَ  انعُفَنیَ  ام لا  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِْم  اوعُدَْناَ  لُْق  - 71

هُّللا اَن  - لدهَ ذِْا  دَْعَب  انِباقعْاَ  یلعَ  ُّدرَُنوَ 

نَارْیحَ ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  نُیطا  - یَّشلا هُْتوَهْتَسْا  يذَِّلاکَ 

انِتْئا يدهُْلا  یَلِا  هَُنوعُدْیَ  بٌا  - حصْاَ هَُل 

يدهُْلا وَهُ  هِّللا  يدَهُ  َّنِا  لُْق 

-نَ یمَلا - عْلا بِّرَ  -مَ لِ- لِسُْنِل -ا  نرِْمُا وَ 

نَورُشَحُْت هِْیَلِا  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  هُوقَُّتاوَ  هَولَّصلا  ْاومُیقاَ  نْاَوَ  - 72

Say: ` Shall we call, besides Allah, on that which neither profits nor . " 71

harms us, and shall we be returned back on our heels after that Allah has

guided us ? Like someone whom Satans have lured (and) bewildered in the

( : earth, (while) he has companions who invite him to the guidance (saying

Come unto us '. Say: ` Verily (it is) the guidance of Allah which is the (true) guidance, ` 
 '." and we are commanded to submit to the Lord of the worlds

And that `Establish prayer and be in awe of Him, and it is He unto Whom you shall . " 72
 '." be mustered

Commentary : verses 71-72

The verse addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell the disbelievers who invite people to

idolatry whether they should worship the things that neither benefit them nor harm
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them, and, by abandoning the best religion, turn back on their heels after that Allah

has guided them and has shown
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 : them the straight path. The verse says

Say: ` shall we call, besides Allah, on that which neither profits nor harms us, and " 
 ? ..." shall we be returned back on our heels after that Allah has guided us

The continuation of the statement of the verse implies that if they return to idolatry

they will be like a person whom Satans have seduced and bewildered on the earth;

although he has companions who, inviting him to the guidance, tell him to go toward

those friends. But he does not accept their invitation and does not go toward them. He

.has been so influenced by Satan that he is deprived of recognizing his own interests

 : The verse says

Like someone whom Satans have lured (and) bewildered in the earth, (while) he "... 
(: has companions who invite him to the guidance (saying

,Come unto us '. Say: ` Verily (it is) the guidance of Allah which is the (true) guidance ` 

The only guidance which causes prosperity and comfort is Allah's guidance which calls

human beings to monotheism. We are dependants to that very guidance and do not

avoid obeying it. We do not follow your invitation. We accept and follow that invitation

which calls us toward Islam (submission) and guides us to trust our affairs to the One

'. Who is `The Lord of the worlds

 '." and we are commanded to submit to the Lord of the worlds "... 

****

The meaning of the second verse of the above verses is linked to the meaning of the

previous verse. It enjoins us to maintain the prayer and avoid committing sins of Allah

so that we do not confront His punishment. He is the Lord unto Whom all human-kind

will be mustered on the Day of Judgement when everybody will receive the reward or

 : the retribution of one's own deeds. The verse says

And that `Establish prayer and be in awe of Him, and it is He unto Whom you shall be " 
 '." mustered
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****
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يذَّلا وَهُوَ  - 73

نُوکُیَفَ نْکُ  لُوقُیَ  مَوْیَوَ  قِّحَْلاِب  ضَرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا قَلَخَ 

ُّقحَْلا هُُلوْقَ 

رِوُّصلا یِف  خُفَْنُی  مَوْیَ  کُْلمُْلا  هَُلوَ 

رُیبخَْلا مُیکحَْلا  وَهُوَ  هِدَا  - هَّشلاوَ بِْیغَْلا  مُِلا  ع-

And He it is Who created the heavens and the earth with the Truth; and the day . " 73
He says ` Be! ' and, it is. His word is the Truth, and to Him belongs all sovereignty on

the day, when the trumpet will be blown; knower of the Unseen and the visible, and

." He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware

Commentary : verse 73

In this verse, the idea saying that ` the Trumpet will be blown only once ' is pointed

out, while in Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 68 it is said that the Trumpet will be blown

twice. The first blow will be the destroyer of everything, and the second one will be

.the raiser of people for the Resurrection

In the previous verses, the words were about submission before Allah and

establishing prayer. Now, in this verse, the reason of that meaning is mentioned. It

implies that the creation entirely is with Him, and He is All-Wise, All-Aware, and He is
.cognizant of all things

And He it is Who created the heavens and the earth with the Truth; and the day He " 
says ` Be! ' and, it is. His word is the Truth, and to Him belongs all sovereignty on the

;..." day, when the trumpet will be blown

Creation has been done wisely and purposefully. This idea has been mentioned in

several verses of the Qur'ān, including Sura Sạ̄d, No. 38 verse 27 where it says : " And

; ..." we did not create the heaven and the earth and what is between them in vain
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.Therefore, there is no hinderance for Allah's Will

 ..." He says ` Be !' and it is "... 

Unseen and visible, or concealed and manifested, are the same for Allah. The verse,
 : as His Atributes, says

, ..." Knower of the Unseen and the visible "... 

.The basis of the sovereignty of Allah is on His Wisdom and Knowledge

On the Day of Resurrection, the splendour and appearance of Allah's Power will be

manifested to everybody, since ordinary means are not effective there. For this very

.reason, His Power will be manifested more

Thus, since the Creator and Administrator of the world of existence is both wise and

." Aware, then do obey Him. The verse says : He is the All-Wise, the All-Aware

However, by the blown of the Trumpet, the order of the universe will be ruined, but

.the reckoning and the exact records will remain fixed and proper

****
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هًهَِلا امًانصْاَ  ذُخَِّتتَاَ  رَزَا  هِیبلاَِ  مُیه  رْبِا  لَاق  ذِْاوَ  - 74

نٍیبُم لٍلاضَ  یف  کَمَوْقَوَ  -كَ  لراَ یّنِا 

And (remember) when Abraham said to his father 'Āzar: ` Do you take idols for . " 74
 '." gods ? Verily I see you and your people in manifest error

Commentary : verse 74

Point

The Arabic word /'ab/ ordinarily means `father', but it is also applied with the sense of

.mother's grandfather, uncle, and educator

According to the statement of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) who said : " Ali and I
both are the fathers of this community ", it is understood that 'Āzar was Abraham's

uncle, not his father. Abraham's ancestors were totally monotheists. This meaning

has also been cited by Tạbarsy, 'Ālūsī and Suyūty, the sunnite scholars, saying that

'Āzar was not Abraham's father. Moreover, Abraham supplicated for his father and

mother: " O our Lord ! grant me and my parents protection ..."(1) This is in the case

that no Muslim is rightful to supplicate for a pagan, even if the disbeliever is his family

member. Abraham's seeking forgiveness for his uncle, 'Āzar, had also been before the

time that his belief in polytheism became manifest. So, when Abrahan (a.s.) realized

that 'Āzar was not a person to accept the truth, he (a.s.) denounced from him and

.departed

The Qur'ān in this regard says: " And 'Ibrāhīm asking forgiveness for his sir was only

owing to a promise which he had made to him; but when it became clear to him that

(he was an enemy of Allah, he declared himself to be clear of him ..." (2

From what was said above, it is understood that the word /'ab/, mentioned in this

verse, does not mean father. Besides, the name of Abraham's father, as recorded in
history books, has been `Tārukh', not 'Āzar. (Al-Mīzān, Majma`-ul-Bayān, and

`( Jawāmi`-ul-Jāmi
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In the meantime, some Islamic traditions denote that father and the ancestors of the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) up to Hadrat 'Ādam wholly

p: 167
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were monotheists. It has been narrated from the Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) who said: "
Ceaselessly Allah, the Sublime, transported me from the purified loins of men into the

purified wombs (of mothers), and never He polluted me with the filth of paganism ".
((cited in Jawāmi`-ul-Jāmi`, the commentary book

A large number of Sunnite and Shi`ite commentators have pointed out this tradition in
their books. A few of them are : Tabarsī, in Majama`-ul-Bayān; Neyshābūrī, in

.Qarā'ib-ul-Qur'ān; Fakhr-i-Rāzī, in Tafsīr-ul-kabīr; and 'Ālūsī, in Rūh-ul-Bayān

Some points to be noted

 : There are some points which should be noted here carefully

.In the style of invitation to the Truth, close relatives should be invited first . 1

 : ..." And (remember) when Abraham said to his father 'Āzar " 

In facing and treating others, the scale is the Truth, not the age, nor being . 2
experimented, nor abundance of people. Therefore, Abraham has clearly explained

.the Truth for his uncle, who was older than him, and has warned him, too

.Idolatry is a deviation that both alert consciences and intellect criticize it . 3

 ? ..." Do you take idols for gods ... ` 

 '." Verily I see you and your people in manifest error "... 

****
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ضِرْلاَْاوَ تِا  -و  مَّسلا تَوکُلَمَ  مَیه  رْبِا  يرُن  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 75

نَینِقومُْلا نَِم  نَوکُیَِلوَ 

And thus did we show Abraham the dominions of the heavens and the earth and . " 75
." that he might be of those who are sure

Commentary : verse 75

The Qur'ānic word /malakūt/ is derived from /mulk/ to which two particles of emphasis

and exaggeration are added. The holy phrase: ` The dominions of the heavens and

the earth ', mentioned in the verse, means the true and absolute ownership of the

.heavens and the earth

It is cited in Atyab-ul-Bayān upon the commentary of the Qur'ān that the worlds are

divided into four categories : ` Lāhūt' (the world of Divine Essence of which none

knows save Allah), Jabarūt, (the world of incorporeal beings), `Malakūt' (the world of

bodies), and `Nāsūt' (the world of generation and corruption with changes and

(. transformations

Mu`jam-ul-Wasīt, an Arabic Dictionary, announces that /Malakūt/ is `the world of

'. secrets, orders, wonders, and the world of Unseen

'. Ālūsī says that `the dominions of the heavens' means `their wonders'

By seeing the dominions of the heavens and the earth, Abraham was fairly

.acquainted with the way of treatment, creation, wisdom, and Lordship of Allah

And thus did we show Abraham the dominions of the heavens and the earth and that " 
." he might be of those who are sure

According to the statement of Imam Bāqir (a.s.); Allah bestwed such a light and ability

upon the eyes of Abraham that he could see what was inside the depth of the

(heavens and the earth.(1

Of course, whoever recognizes the Truth and invites others to it, without being afraid
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of anything, Allah bestows upon him ` a heavenly sight', (like Abraham (a.s.) whom the

(. holy verse referred to
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یّبرَ اذ  لَاق ه- ابًکَوْکَ  ارَ  لُْیَّلا  هِْیلَعَ  َّنجَ  امّلَفَ  - 76

نَیلِفلاْا ُّبحُِا  لَاق لا  لَفَاَ  امّلَفَ 

 : So when the night outspread over him, he saw a star. He said . " 76

." This is my Lord.' But when it set, he said: ` I do not like the setting ones ` 

Commentary : verse 76

:Abraham's Dispute with Pagans

When Abraham was disputing with the polytheists, he wanted to show condescension

and softness in discussion, in order to reject the belief of the opposite party. He did

not believe, of course, in what he told them because it was against his infallibility.
Stating `O my people !' in the second verse after the abovementioned one, is a sign of

condescension in saying `This is my Lord'. It was also for this reason that when he

saw the setting of the moon and the sun, he said : "... Surely I am quit of that you

'. associate (with Allah)' ..." (verse 78), and he did not say `that I associate

A thing that has rising and setting, is objective to some regularities, not in a position of

subjugating them. A thing which has movement is `creatable' and a creatable thing

cannot be God. At first, Abraham temporarily expresses its acceptance in order that

.he can reasonably reject it later

Such a reasoning, in deed, is one of the best methods of preaching and awakening the

innate dispositions, actuating the minds and thoughts, and paying attention to

.sentiments

Again, it causes us to understand that the true beloved is the one who is not captive to

.place, time and varieties, and also is not temporary, limited, and numerous

 : So when the night outspread over him, he saw a star. He said " 

." This is my Lord.' But when it set, he said: ` I do not love the setting ones ` 
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****
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یّبرَ اذ  لَاق ه- اغًزِاب  رَمَقَْلا  اءَرَ  امّلَفَ  - 77

نَیّلاضّلا مِوْقَْلا  نَِم  َّنَنوکُلاََ  یّبرَ  یندِهْیَ  مَْل  نِئَل  لَاق  لَفَاَ  امّلَفَ 

رُبَکْاَ اذ  یّبرَ ه- اذ  لَاق ه- هًغَزِاب  سَمَّْشلا  اءَرَ  امّلَفَ  - 78

نَوکُرِشُْت امِّم  ءٌيرَب  یّنِا  مِوْقَا  لَاق ي- تْلَفَاَ  امّلَفَ 

ضَرْلاَْاوَ تِا  -و  مَّسلا رَطَفَ  يذَّلِل  یَهِجْوَ  تُهَّْجوَ  یّنِا  - 79

افًینحَ

نَیکرِشْمُْلا نَِم  اَناَ  اموَ 

Then when he saw the moon uprising, he said: `This is my Lord !' But when it set, . " 77
.' " he said : `If my Lord does not guide me I shall surely be of the people gone astray

And when he saw the sun uprising, he said : `This is my Lord; this is greater !' But . " 78
(when it set, he said : `O my people ! surely I am quit of that you associate. (with Allah

'."

Verily I have turned my face (myself wholly) toward Him Who created the . " 79
(heavens and the earth, being upright, and I am not of the idolaters."(1

Commentary : verses 77-79

When Abraham saw that people used to worship idols and adored the sun, the moon

and stars, he decided to aware them of their fault and to open the window of their

insight. He tried to show them the way of thinking and reasoning, so that they could

realize that none of the things

p: 171

The Arabic term /bazıq/ is derived from the word /bazaga, with the meaning of 'to - 1
cleave and marise to flow blood'. As if, rising of the sun or the moon cleaves the

curtain of darkness and causes to appear a slight reddish colour around itself.
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Abraham (a.s.) disputed with both the star-worshippers and the worshippers of the

.moon and the sun
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they were worshipping had eligibility of being worshipped, since all of them were

.creatable

Abraham (a.s.) said: " This is my Lord ! " This phrase is the statement of a person who

intends to show condescension to his opponent. He (a.s.) knows that the opposite

party's belief is wrong, but, without showing any religious prejudice about his own

creed, he narrates that peron's wrong idea in order to encourage him towards the

truth and to clear out his heart from falsehood. Thus, by reasoning in the next

.sentence, Abraham (a.s.) has proved the invalidity of the belief of the opposite party

Abraham (a.s.) told those people: " I do not love the setting ones ". He meant he did

not like worshipping those gods which were covered with such curtains, because

.those qualities belonged to the corporeal substances

.They were some evidences to their being creatable

he said: ` If my Lord does not guide me, I shall surely be of the people gone astray "... 
'."

Abraham stated this sentence as a warning to his people. He (a.s.) annouced that

whoever takes the moon, which, like other stars, is a setting one, as his god, is among

.the astray ones. And, there is no guide to the truth save the Grace and Mercy of Allah

****

 !' ..." And when he saw the sun uprising, he said : `This is my Lord; this is greater " 

(. Abraham, seeing the sun, said that it was greater (than the others

He has also stated this phrase to show condescension and softness from himself to

 : his opposite party, but after that he said

('." O my people ! surely I am quit of that you associate (with Allah "... `

He implied that he disliked those corporeal substances which they had taken as

.partners of their Creator
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****

 : Then, Abraham (a.s.) continued saying

Verily I have turned my face (myself wholly) toward Him Who created the " 
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, ..." heavens and the earth

That is, I have believed in the One Who has created the heavens and the earth. These

phenomena themselves indicate that Allah, the Creator, has brought them forth and

runs their different circumstances and regularities Himself. He (s.w.t.) specifies their

way and appoints the times of their risings and settings. Hense, I have turned my self

.wholly to His Lordship sincerely, and I am not one of the polytheists

." being upright, and I am not of the idolaters "... 

The Qur'ānic term /hạnīf/ (upright) is derived from /hạnafa/ with the sense of `sincere'

'. and `without any deviation

'. Also, the Arabic word /fatara/ (created) originally means : `cleared

It may refer to some meaning which is found in the modern science. It suggests that,
.at first, the universe had been in the form of a single mass

After that, the mass cleft into some separate parts and the celestial bodies came into

.existence one after another

****
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هُُموْقَ هَُّجاحوَ  - 80

هِب نَوکُرِشُْت  ام  فُاخاَ  لاوَ  -نِ  لدَهَ دْقَوَ  هِّللا  یِف  یّنوُّجا  - حُتاَ لَاق 

ائًْیشَ یّبرَ  ءَاشیَ  نْاَ  لاِّا 

ً-ا مْلعِ ْ ءٍ  یْش َّل  ّ-ي كُ- برَ -عَ  سِوَ

نَورَُّکذَتَتَ لاَفَاَ 

And his people disputed with him. He (Abraham) said: ` Do you dispute with me . " 80
about Allah while He has guided me ? And I do not fear of what you associate with

Him; unless my Lord wishes for something. My Lord includes everything in His

? ' " knowledge. Will you not then remember

Commentary : verse 80

Abraham (a.s.) continued his dispute with his people, the idolaters. Pointing to that

 : circumstance, the Qur'ān says

. ..." And his people disputed with him " 

Then, in answer to them, Abraham told them why they argued with him and opposed

him about Allah while He had guided him unto the path of monotheism under the light

 : of some logical and clear evidences. The verse says

 ? He (Abraham) said: ` Do you dispute with me about Allah while He has guided me "... 
..."

It is clearly understood from this verse that Abraham's people, who were idol

worshippers, tried hard and did their best to pervert him from his belief as much as it
.was possible for them

That was why they threatened him to the retribution and wrath of their gods and

idols. They frightened him (a.s.) of them because of his opposition with them. This

meaning is understood from the rest of the verse. The Qur'ān, from the tongue of
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Abraham, says that he does not fear of the idols that they worshipped, because idols

.have no power to harm anyone unless Allah wishes something
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 : The verse says

And I do not fear of what you associate with Him; unless my Lord wishes for "... 
. ..." something

By saying this phrase, it seems that Abraham wants to prevent some probable

happenings and to say that supposing some harms and adventures come to him

when he is busy with those struggles, they do not concern the idols, but they concern

.the Will of Allah

Then, Abraham continues saying that the knowledge of Allah, his Lord, is so vast and

.inclusive that it envelops everything

And, finally, in order to move their thought and contemplation, the statement

 : addresses them, saying

 ? ' " Will you not then remember "... 

****
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مُْتکْرَشْاَ ام  فُاخاَ  فَْیکَوَ  - 81

اًنا - طْلسُ مْکُْیلَعَ  هِب  لْزِّنَُی  مَْل  ام  هِّللاِب  مُْتکْرَشْاَ  مْکَُّناَ  نَوُفاختَ  لاوَ 

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  نِْملاَْاِب  ُّقحَاَ  نِْیقَیرفَْلا  ُّياَفَ 

And how should I fear what you have associated, while you do not fear that you . " 81
have associated with Allah that for which He has not sent down any authority to you ?

 ? " Which of the two parties has more right to security if you have any knowledge

Commentary : verse 81

 : Again, the Qur'ān begins reproaching their manner and belief, where it says

, ..." And how should I fear what you have associated " 

Why do you force me to fear from these hand made idols of yours, while it is entirely

 ? clear that they have neither gaining nor harm

But you have not been afraid of the Lord Who is able to give human beings benefit

and harm. You dare His Essence and associate some mean beings with Him, and you

.do worship them

That is, how could I fear your infidelity ? I hate your disbelief, therefore, I have no

scare, and Allah does not take me to task for your indecent behaviour. It is you who

.are entangled with polytheism, and therefore, it is you who should fear

while you do not fear that you have associated with Allah that for which He has not "... 
 ? ..." sent down any authority to you

There have been sent down no evidence from the side of Allah to confirm what you

have associated with Him. This fact is understood from this verse that whoever says a
statement or follows a religion but he has no reason for it, he is in falsehood. We have

reasonably known Allah and stand for worshipping towards Him. Are we more worthy

of security or idol-worshippers who prostrate before idols and persist on this wrong

belief zealously ? If they apply their intellect, this fact will be manifested to them and

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2879 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


 : they will distinguish between right and wrong. The verse says

 ? " Which of the two parties has more right to security if you have any knowledge "... 
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مٍْل - ظُِب مْهَُنا  - میا اوسُِبْلیَ  مَْلوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلاَ  - 82

نَودُتَهُْم مْهُوَ  نُْملاَْا  مُهَُل  کَِئ  - لوُا

Those who believe and do not cloack their Faith with iniquity, those are they for . " 82
." whom is security, and they are guided aright

Commentary : verse 82

In the previous verse, this question was referred to indicating whether the

.monotheists are secured from the punishment of Allah, or polytheists

Now, in this verse, in answer to that question, the Qur'ān announces that those are

more secured from the punishment of Allah who have known Him and testified Him.
Such people have recognized their duty and have not mixed their belief with

.polytheism

Those who believe and do not cloack their Faith with iniquity, those are they for " 
, ..." whom is security

This group, who are secured from the side of Allah, have been issued the decree of

.being found salvation

." and they are guided aright "... 

However, according to the opinions of many commentators, and basing on some

Islamic traditions and narrations, the objective meaning of the term /zụlm/,
mentioned in this verse, is iniquity. Their evidence is Sura Luqmān, No. 31, Verse 13,

." which says : "... Verily polytheism is a grievous iniquity

Also, some Islamic literature denotes that, next to the Faith, putting the divine leaders

aside and referring to other than them is an aspect of injustice. (Tafsīr Nūr.uth-
(. Thaqalayn

****

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2881 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 177

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2882 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 10: The other Apostles followed Abraham's footsteps

Point

.Apostles followed Abraham's footsteps - The other Apostles

هِموْقَ یلعَ  مَیه  رْبِا  اها  - نْیتَا انُتَّجحُ  کَْلِتوَ  - 83

ءُاشَن نْمَ  تٍا  - جرَدَ عُفَرَْن 

مٌیلعَ مٌیکحَ  کََّبرَ  َّنِا 

And such was Our argument which We gave to Abraham against his people. We . " 83
;raise up in degrees whom We please

." verily your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing

Commentary : verse 83

This verse points to the entire former discussions which have been stated by

Abraham upon the subject of Unity and the act of opposition against polytheism. It

 : says

And such was Our argument which We gave to Abraham against his people. We " 
; ..." raise up in degrees whom We please

 : Then, to complete this meaning, it says

; ..." We raise up in degrees whom We please "... 

But, in order that there comes forth no mistake and some persons do not think that

 : Allah discriminates unjustly in this raising up in degrees, it says

." verily your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing "... 

Therefore, He is aware of the degrees that He gives. They are given due to eligibility

and according to the standards of wisdom. No one may enjoy them unless the one is
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.eligible

****
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 : A Few Explanations

The Arabic term /labasa/, mentioned in the previous verse, No. 82, means : `to . 1
cover'. This meaning denotes to the fact that since `Faith' is something innate in

.human beings, it is not vanishable, but some mists may cover it

.Iniquity is the calamity of Faith, and it has a negative effect . 2

Forsaking injustice is the secret of guidance, while cruelty causes that guidance to . 3
.be hindered

Protecting the Faith is more important than the Faith itself, because the real . 4
.security is possible to exist only under the light of Faith and justice

Neither the cruel believers have been guided, nor the faithless advocators of . 5
.Justice

A monotheist, who stands against the perversions of the society by proofs and . 6
.reasonings, deserves some elevations

.Now, it is necessary to know that the Divine degrees are given wisely

:The verse says

; ..." We raise up in degrees whom we please "... 

****
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بَوقُْعیَوَ -قَ  حسِْا هَُل  انْبهَوَوَ  - 84

دَووُاد هِتَّیرِّذُ  نِْموَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  انْیدَهَ  احًوُنوَ  انْیدَهَ  لاکُ 

نَورُ یسوُموَ وَ ه- فَسُوُیوَ  بَوُّیاَوَ  -نَ  مْیلَسُوَ

نَینسِحْمُْلا يزِجَْن  کَِل  ذکَوَ 

,And We bestowed upon him (Abraham) (issues like) Isac and Jacob . " 84

;each one We guided; and Noah We guided before

and of his seed David and Solomon, Job and Joseph, Moses and Aron (We appointed

(, prophets

." and thus do We reward the doers of good

Commentary : verse 84

From this verse on, a part of favours that Allah had bestowed upon Abraham are

referred to. Those favours are righteous offsprings, and an eligible and fruitful family

.which is one of the greatest Divine merits

 : At first, it says

, ..." And We bestowed upon him (Abraham) (issues like) Isac and Jacob " 

Then, in order to show that the honour of these two Prophets does not lie only in the

matter that they were the progenies of the Prophet, but they themselve had fixed the

light of guidance in their hearts by their own correct thoughts and righteous deeds, it
 : says

 ..." each one We guided "... 

Next to this meaning, in order that nobody imagines that there had not been any

advocator for monotheism during the periods before Abraham, and that this matter

 : has begun from the time of Abraham, the verse continues saying
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; ..." and Noah We guided before "... 

In fact, by pointing to the situation of Noah (a.s.), who is one of Abraham's ancestors,
and the situation of a group of the prophets, who are from among his descendents

and his offsprings, the Qur'ān defines the high position of Abraham from the view

point of `heritage and nobility', and `the
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.fruit' of personality

Following that, it mentions the names of several prophets who are from the seed of

 : Abraham. At first, it says

and of his seed David and Solomon, Job and Joseph, Moses and Aron (We "... 
( ..." appointed prophets

 : So, at the end of the verse, the statement of the holy verse continues as follows

." and thus do We reward the doers of good "... 

Thus, the Qur'ān makes it clear that their rank and position existed as a result of their

.own good deeds

****
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سَایْلِاوَ یسیعوَ  ییحْیَوَ  اّیرِکَزَوَ  - 85

نَیحِلا - صّلا نَِم  ٌّلکُ 

اطًوُلوَ سَُنوُیوَ  عَسَیَْلاوَ  لَیع  - مسِْاوَ - 86

نَیمَلا - عْلا یلَعَ  انْلَّضفَ  لاکُوَ 

مْهِِتا - يّرِّذُوَ مْهِِئابا  نِْموَ  - 87

مٍیقتَسُْم طٍا  رصِ  یلِا  مْهُا  - نْیدَهَوَ مْهُا  - نْیبَتَجْاوَ مْهِِنا  وخِْاوَ 

And Zakariya and John and Jesus and Elias; each one (of them) was of the . " 85
." righteous

And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and Lot, and everyone (of them) did We prefer . " 86
." above all beings

,And from among their fathers and their descendants and their brethren . " 87

." and We chose them and guided them into the straight way

Commentary : verses 85-87

Following the previous names of prophets, through the first verse of the verses

 : mentioned above, the Qur'ān refers to the names of some other prophets. It says

And Zakariya and John and Jesus and Elias; each one (of them) was of the " 
." righteous

The purpose of the verse is that the ranks of these prophets were not given

obligatory or ceremonial, but they obtained personality and greatness with Allah

.because of their own righteous deeds

In the second verse, there have been mentioned four more names of the divine

 : prophets. It says
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And Ishmael and Elisha and Jonah and Lot, and everyone (of them) did " 
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." We prefer above all beings

****

The third verse contains a general hint to the fathers, children and brothers of the

above-mentioned prophets, whose names have not been referred to in details here.
 : It says

And from among their fathers and their descendants and their brethren, and We " 
." chose them and guided them into the straight way

****
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هدِابعِ نِْم  ءُاشیَ  نْمَ  هِب  يدهْیَ  هِّللا  يدَهُ  کَِل  ذ  - 88

اوکُرَشْاَ وَْلوَ 

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  ام  مْهُْنعَ  طَِبحََل 

Such is the guidance of Allah; He guides by it whom He pleases of His servants; . " 88
and if they were to associate others (with Him), certainly what they were doing would

." be vain for them

Commentary : verse 88

 ! Three Great Previleges

After mentioning the names of some groups of divine prophets through previous

verses, here, in this verse, a main and general outline of their lives are pointed out. At

 : first, it says

; ..." Such is the guidance of Allah; He guides by it whom He pleases of His servants " 

Then, in order that nobody thinks that they have chosen this path obligatorily, and

also nobody considers that Allah (s.w.t.) has had a particular, exceptional and undue

 : regard towards them, the holy verse continues saying

and if they were to associate others (with Him), certainly what they were doing "... 
." would be vain for them

The last part of the verse means that these prophets are encountered the same

.divine laws that other people are, and there is no unjust discrimination between them

****
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هََّوُبُّنلاوَ مَکْحُْلاوَ  بَا  - تکِْلا مُهُا  - نْیتَا نَیذَّلا  کَِئ  - لوُا - 89

ءِلاؤُ اهِب ه- رْفُکْیَ  نْاِفَ 

نَیرِفا - کِب اهِب  اوسُْیَل  امًوْقَ  اهِب  انْلَّکوَ  دْقَفَ 

These are they to whom We gave the Book, the authority and the prophethood; . " 89
so if these (infidels) disbelieve in it, We have (already) entrusted with it a people who

." are not disbelievers in it

Commentary : verse 89

In this verse, three magnificent privileges, which have been the base of all privileges

 : of the prophets, are referred to. It says

; ..." These are they to whom We gave the Book, the authority and the prophethood " 

'. The Arabic term /hụkm/ originally means : `prevention, and restrain

Then, since wisdom prevents faults and offences; also, correct judgement hinders

injustice and oppression, and a just government may restrain some other unjust

.governments, the term is applied in everyone of these three senses

Next to that statement, the verse continues saying that if these people, viz. pagans,
the citizens of Mecca, and the like of them, do not believe in these facts, the invitation

of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) will not remain without response. Allah has commissioned a

group of people who not only accept it, but also protect it and guard it. They are such

(a group that never pave the path of infidelity and are surrendered to the Truth.(1

 : The verse announces

so if these (infidels) disbelieve in it, We have (already) entrusted with it a people "... 
." who are not disbelievers in it

****
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In Tafsir Almanar and Tafsir Rouh-ul-Ma'ani, it is narrated from the  1 - 1
commentators that the objective meaning of "... a people who are not disbelievers in it

" is Iranians
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ارًجْاَ هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلئَسْاَ  لُْق لا  هْدِتَْقا  مُهُادهُِبفَ  هُّللا  يدَهَ  نَیذَّلا  کَِئ  - لوُا - 90

نَیمَلا - عْلِل يرکْذِ  لاِّا  وَهُ  نِْا 

.These are they whom Allah has guided, therefore follow their guidance . " 90

(; Say (to people): ` I ask you no wage for it (the prophecy

 " it is naught but a Reminder to the worlds

Commentary : verse 90

This holy verse introduces the program of these outstanding prophets to the Prophet

 : of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as an exalted example of guidance. The verse says

. ..." These are they whom Allah has guided, therefore follow their guidance " 

Once more, this verse emphasizes that the principles of the invitation of all divine

prophets are the same, although the latter religions are more complete than the

.former religions

The Arabic term /hidāyh/ conveys a vast meaning which encompasses both unity with

other theological principles, and patience and perseverence, and all principles of

.morals and education

Then the Messenger of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is ordered to tell people that he asks them no

wage for his messengership. As former messengers did not ask such a thing, the

.Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) follows that usual way of treatment of those prophets, too

 : The verse says

(; ..." Say (to people): ` I ask you no wage for it (the prophecy "... 

Moreover, this Qur'ān and this prophecy together with guidance, is a warning and a
.reminder to all people throughout the world

 : The verse says
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"it is naught but a Reminder to the worlds "... 

Such a common and general blessing is like the light of the sun or like the waves in the

atmosphere, or like the fall of rain, that all are common and worldwide. They are

.found in no bargain, and no one takes any wages for them

****
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Section 11: The Divine Revelation

Point

.Disbelievers in the revelation to Apostle - the Qur'ān revealed for all ages

ْ ءٍ یْش نِْم  رٍشََب  یلعَ  هُّللا  لَزَْناَ  ام  اوُلاق  ذِْا  هرِدْقَ  َّقحَ  هَّللا  اورُدَقَ  اموَ  - 91

سِاّنلِل يًدهُوَ  ارًوُن  یسوُم  هِب  ءَاج  يذَّلا  بَا  - تکِْلا لَزَْناَ  نْمَ  لُْق 

ارًیثکَ نَوفُخُْتوَ  اهَنودُْبُت  سَیطارقَ  هَُنوُلعَجْتَ 

هُّللا لُِق  مْکُؤُابا  لاوَ  مُْتْناَ  اومُلَْعتَ  مَْل  ام  ِلعُوَ  مُْتمّْ

نَوُبعَْلیَ مْهِضِوْخَ  یف  مْهُرْذَ  َّمُث 

And they did not recognize Allah with the recognition due to Him when they said: ` . " 91
 : Allah has not sent down anything to any human being.' Say

Who sent down the Book that was brought by Moses as a light and a guidance to ` 
men, which you put into papers, revealing (a part of) it and concealing much (of it);

,and (by means of which) you were taught what you did not know

neither) you nor your fathers ? ' Say: ` Allah (has sent it down);' then leave them)
." sporting in their vain discourses

Commentary : verse 91

In fact, they did not recognize Allah (s.w.t.) the way He should be recognized, and they

.did not regard His Glory as it is due to Him

: ..." And they did not recognize Allah with the recognition due to Him when they said " 

They could not qualify Allah as that His infinite graces and favours unto His servants

 : should be described. Therefore, they denied all His merits, and they said

. ..." Allah has not sent down anything to any human being "...` 
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By this statement, they denied the mission of prophets and the revelation unto them,
.which is one of the greatest blessings and the highest favour of Allah

When, with the purpose of exaggeration in rejecting the descent of the Qur'ān unto

the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) the Jews denied all things, Allah reminded them a

.matter that they could not help but confessing it

The matter was the descent of the Turah unto Moses (a.s.), which was known to them

all. By means of this affirmation of theirs, the Qur'ān blamed them that they distorted

the Turah, and they revealed a part of it and concealed a great deal of it. These

:phrases are upon this meaning

Say: ` Who sent down the Book that was brought by Moses as a light and a "... ` 
guidance to men, which you put into papers, revealing (a part of) it and concealing

(; ..." much (of it

Moses (a.s.) brought the Turah which was an enlightening light upon religion and a

.source of guidance for people

, ..." That was brought by Moses as a light and a guidance to men "... 

It was the very Book, the Turah, which they turned into the form of some scattered

pieces of paper so that they could fulfil their aim. They wanted to manifest a part of it
.and hide some other parts

, ..." which you put into papers "... 

The phrase : ` you were taught ...' addresses the Jews. It denotes that by means of

what was revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and he stated the revelation for them,
they learnt some things, of which neither were they aware, nor their fathers. It was in
that case that they had the Turah with them, and before them, their fathers were

.more acknowledged than them

The following holy verse also contains the same meaning as the above-mentioned

one : " Surely this Qur'ān declares to the Children of Israel most of what they differ
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(in."(1

The concluding phrase of the verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), implies that

Allah has sent it (the Qur'ān) down; so, he should leave them in that very falsehood

 : that they have sunk into. The verse says

(; ' Say: ` Allah (has sent it down "... 

." Then leave them sporting in their vain discourses
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هِْیدَیَ نَْیَب  يذَّلا  قُدِّصَُم  كٌرَابُم  هُا  - نْلزَْناَ بٌا  - تکِ اذ  - هوَ - 92

اهَلوْحَ نْمَوَ  يرقُْلا  َّمُا  رَذِْنُتِلوَ 

هِب نَوُنِمؤُْی  هِرَخِلااِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلاوَ 

نَوظُِفاحُی مْهِِتلاصَ  یلعَ  مْهُوَ 

And this is a blessed Book, We have sent it down confirming that which has been . " 92
before it, and that you may warn (the people of) the Mother City (Mecca) and those

around her; and those who believe in the Hereafter believe in it, and they are careful

." of their prayers

Commentary : verse 92

Point

The objective meaning of the phrase `a blessed Book', mentioned in the verse, is `the

.Qur'ān' which is the source of many benefits and interests

Among them is that its recitation is good, practising its content causes good things to

come forth; it contains the first and the last sciences; the ordinances of lawful and

unlawful things are found in it. As long as the world exists and religious obligations are

 : enjoined, the Qur'ān will exist and will never be abrogated. The verse says

 ..." And this is a blessed Book, We have sent it down " 

Not only this Book is the source of all kinds of goodnesses, blessings, and triumphs,
.but also it confirms all the Books which were sent down before it

, ..." confirming that which has been before it "... 

The purpose of the statement saying that the Qur'ān confirms the sacred Books

before it is that all the divine signs that have been referred to in those Books adopt to

.it
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Therefore, both from the point of content, and from the point of evidences and

.historical documents, the signs of rightfulness are seen in the Qur'ān

 : Then, the verse explains the purpose of sending the Qur'ān down as follows
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and that you may warn (the people of) the Mother City (Mecca) and those around "... 
; ..." her

Mecca has been called ` 'Umm-ul-Qurā ' because, as it is said, she is the origin of the

.beginning genesis of the whole lands all over the earth

There are many Islamic traditions which denote that the existing dry lands

throughout the world expanded from the ground beneath the Ka`bah which in Islamic

literature have been recorded by the name of /dahw-ul-'ard/ (Expantion of the Earth).
Thus, the Qur'ānic phrase `and those around her' encompasses all the people

.throughout of the world

 : Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān says

and those who believe in the Hereafter believe in it, and they are careful of their "... 
." prayers

 ! The Importance of Prayer

Amongst all the religious ordinances only prayer is referred to in the above-
mentioned verse. So, as we know, prayer is the symbol of the link and connection

between the believing servants and Allah (s.w.t.); and, for this very reason, it is the

.most important worship comparing all other godly worships

Some commentators believe that when this verse was revealed the only religious

.obligation had been prayer

****
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اًبذِکَ هِّللا  یلَعَ  يرتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مَُل  - ظْاَ نْمَوَ  - 93

هُّللا لَزَْناَ  ام  لَْثِم  لُزِْناُسَ  لَاق  نْمَوَ  ْ ءٌ  یْش هِْیَلِا  حَوُی  مَْلوَ  َّیَلِا  یَحِوُا  لَاق  وْاَ 

تِوْمَْلا تِا  رمَغَ  یف  نَومُِلا  - ظّلا ذِِا  يرتَ  وَْلوَ 

مْهِیدْیاَ اوطُسِاب  هُکَِئ  - لمَْلاوَ

مُکُسَفُْناَ اوجُرِخْاَ 

قِّحَْلا رَْیغَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  نَوُلوقُتَ  مُْتْنکُ  امِب  نِوهُْلا  بَاذعَ  نَوْزَجُْت  مَوْیَْلا 

نَورُِبکْتَسْتَ هِتا  - يا نْعَ  مُْتْنکُوَ 

 : And who is more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah, or says . " 93

It has been revealed to me,' while nothing has been revealed to him, and he who`

says : ` I will send down the like of what Allah has sent down'? And if you had seen

when the unjust shall be in the agonies of death and the angels shall spread forth

their hands, (saying) : `Give up your souls ! Today you shall be recompensed with a
disgracing chastisement for what you used to say against Allah other than the truth

." and (because) you used to behave with pride against His Signs

Commentary : verse 93

Point

In the former verses this fact was referred to that the prophethood of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is ordained by Allah, and the Divine Book has been revealed to him, too. Now,
this verse reproaches those pagans who rejected the Qur'ān and claimed that they

 : could bring the like of it. The verse says

, ..." And who is more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah " 

This sentence is a positive interrogation with a negative sense. It means that none is
more unjust than the one who fabricates a falsehood against Allah and introduces
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.himself a prophet while he has not such a rank
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Or, he claims that the revelation has been sent down to him, while he has not been

revealed to. It is far from the wisdom of Allah that He appoints a liar into

messengership. This claim is also a calumny and its meaning, therefore, is inside the

.previous sentence, but because of its importance, it has been mentioned separately

, ..." or says : `It has been revealed to me', while nothing has been revealed to him "... 

'? ..." and he who says : `I will send down the like of what Allah has sent down "... 

Zujāj, a commentator, says that this sentence is an answer to those who had said that

.if they wanted they could deliver speech like the Qur'ān

They claimed like that and they tried very hard and suffered a great deal of troubles

and spent expenses with all the plots and devices they applied, to quench the light of

.the torch of Allah, but they could not manage it and the Lord completed His light

Some of the commentators have said that the purpose of this phrase is `Abd-illah-
ibn-Sa`d-ibn-'Abī Sarh ̣ whom once the Messenger of Allah told to write : "And

certainly we created man of an extract of clay," "... Then We caused it to grow into

another creation," (Sura Al-Mu'minūn, No. 23, verses 12 on). At this time, this phrase

was uttered by the tongue of `Abdillah that he said: "... So blessed be Allah, the best of

creators." The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ordered that this sentence should be written, too, and

he added that the verse was revealed in the same form from the side of Allah. After

that event, `Abd-illah-ibn-Sa`d apostatized and said that were Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)
truthful, whatever was sent down to him (p.b.u.h.) would also be sent down to

`Abdillah. And, if he (p.b.u.h.) is a liar, he (`Abdillah) could speak like him, too. After

(. that, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) counted his blood permissible (to be shed

And if you had seen "... 

when the unjust shall be in the agonies of death and the angels shall spread forth

 ! ..." their hands, (saying) : `Give up your souls

If you see the transgressors while they are in the throes of death, or in the Hell Fire,
and are entangled with the most grievous tortures and the angels of taking souls or
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the angels of punishment, extend their hands to take their souls, or to punish them,
,striking on their foreheads and faces
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they tell them to save themselves from that entanglement, if they are able and they

.are right, then you will realize that they are involved in a painful chastisement

Some of the commentators believe that the phrase means that the angels of taking

souls, with the purpose of severity and threatening them, tell them to die, although

.the act of passing away is not of their job, it is the duty of the angels

Some other commentators say that taking in consideration that the verse is about the

punishment in Hereafter, the purpose of the verse is that, on Resurrection Day,
.angels will tell them if they can they may deliver themselves from that punishment

 : The verse concludes saying

Today you shall be recompensed with a disgracing chastisement for what you used "... 
to say against Allah other than the truth and (because) you used to behave with pride

." against His Signs

 : Explanations

The cultural injustice and claim of leadership from the side of some undue ones, is . 1
.the greatest transgression

Innovation in religion, which was also fulfilled by some of kalifs, is one of the . 2
.extentions of fabricating falsehood against Allah

****
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هٍَّرمَ لََّواَ  مْکُا  - نْقلَخَ امکَ  يدا  رُف  انومُُتْئجِ  دْقََلوَ  - 94

مْکُرِوهُظُ ءَاروَ  مْکُا  - نْلَّوخَ ام  مُْتکْرَتَوَ 

اؤُ - كرَشُ مْکُیف  مْهَُّناَ  مُْتمْعَزَ  نَیذَّلا  مُکُءَاعفَشُ  مْکُعَمَ  يرَن  اموَ 

مْکُنَْیَب عََّطقَتَ  دْقََل 

نَومُعُزْتَ مُْتْنکُ  ام  مْکُْنعَ  َّلضَوَ 

And certainly you come to Us (bare and) alone as We created you at first, and you . " 94
have left behind your backs all that We gave you, and We do not see with you your

intercessors, those whom you imagined that they were, in you, the associates (of

Allah); certainly the ties between you are (now) cut off and what you used to assert

. " have gone away from you

Commentary : verse 94

This is the word of Allah which will be told the polytheism at the moment of death or at

.the time of being quickened on the Day of gathering

Some of the commentators have said that this statement is the word of the angels

.who, at the moment of death, say it to those whose souls should be taken

However, they will be told that they have come unto Allah lonely and without having

anything (good deeds) with them, their condition is like the day they were created in
the mothers' wombs. Here, they have not any companion and helper. At this moment

they possess neither any wealth nor a child, neither a servant and maid, nor a friend

.and helper

, ..." And certainly you come to Us (bare and) alone as We created you at first " 

In brief, your state of being quickened on the Resurrection Day is similar to the state

.of your creation in the beginning

, ..." and you have left behind your backs all that We gave you "...
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You left behind your backs the properties Allah had given you in the world, and you

boasted and pride yourselves due to them. Now, you
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have come to Him with a burden of sins. Therefore, others may take the benefit of

those properties while you are confronted their concerning retributions. What a bad

 ! fortune and regret

and We do not see with you your intercessors, those whom you imagined that they "... 
(; ..." were, in you, the associates (of Allah

Those idols that you imagined that they are Allah's partners in deciding on your fate

and will intercede you before Allah in Hereafter, are not present with you. Today you

see that worshipping idols have no benefit for you, and whatever effort and

.endeavour you tolerated have been done in vain and error

This verse is not allocated to only polytheists. In general, whoever worships anything

or anybody other than Allah, and is hopeful to gain goodness from him, trusts him and

.fears of his harm, is encompassed in this verse

 ..." certainly the ties between you are (now) cut off "... 

Now the links between the members of your group have been broken, and relations,
friendships and the like of them have been seized, and everyone is busy with one's

.own affairs

." and what you used to assert have gone away from you "... 

Your imagination has become vain. You do not know now where your idols are, whom

you considered as intercessors with Allah. And you gain no profit from your

.worshipping them

Some of the commentators have rendered this phrase into the sense that their

imagination unto the idea that there exists no Hereafter nor an account and

.reckoning is entirely dissipated

This verse encourages people to do righteous deeds and to follow good affairs, the

factors which bring them their felicity and prosperity, not going after wealth that they

.leave behind their backs when they pass away and they get no benefit from it
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****
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Section 12 : The Triumph of the Truth

Point

The gradual growth in nature Ascribings on to Allah

يوَّنلاوَ بِّحَْلا  قُِلاف  هَّللا  َّنِا  - 95

یِّحَْلا نَِم  تِِّیمَْلا  جُرِخُْموَ  تِِّیمَْلا  نَِم  َّیحَْلا  جُرِخُْی 

نَوکُفَؤُْت یّناَفَ  هُّللا  مُکُِل  ذ 

اًنابسْحُ رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلاوَ  انًکَسَ  لَْیَّلا  لَعَجَوَ  حِابصْلاِْا  قُِلاف  - 96

مِیلعَْلا زِیزعَْلا  رُیدْقتَ  کَِل  ذ 

Verily Allah is the splitter of the grain and the (date) stone. He brings out the living . " 95
.from the dead and He is the bringer of the dead from the living

 ? " That is Allah ! How then are you perverted

He is the Cleaver of the Daybreak, and He has made the night for rest, and the . " 96
sun and the moon for reckoning. That is the ordaining of the All-Mighty, the All-

." Knowing

Commentary : verses 95-96

The Qur'ān has reasoned the wonders of creation and its surprising devices for

 : disbelievers by saying

. ..." Verily Allah is the splitter of the grain and the (date) stone " 

Allah splits the dry and apparently lifeless seed, and brings a shoot of plant out of it.
.He also splits the dry pit and brings forth out of it a palm or other trees

Or, the purpose of the term /fāliq/ may be that split which Allah has created on the

.seed and has divided it into two halves, which itself is one of the wonders of creation
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.However, Allah is the Creator of the grain and (date) stone
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He brings out the living from the dead and He is the bringer of the dead from the "... 
. ..." living

Allah brings a fresh, green and alive plant out of a dry seed; and He is able to bring a
dry seed out of a green, wet, and alive plant. This interpretation has been recorded by

.Zujāj

In the Arabic language a green plant is called `an alive plant.' When the plant is cut off

'. or becomes dry, they call it `dead

Hassan, Qattadah, Ibn-Zayd, and some others of the commentators say that it means

Allah brings the living beings out of the soulless sperm, and He also brings the soulless

(sperm out of the living creatures. (1

 ? " That is Allah ! How then are you perverted "... 

All these affairs are accomplished by Allah. Why do you turn away from the Truth ?

Why do you leave out these clear evidences and follow some falsehood ? Why do you

not contemplate so that you realize that it is not appropriate for you to take others as

partner of Allah in your worships ? Allah is the One Who bestows upon you blessings,
and Who splits the grain and from the grain and the (date) stone brings some

.farmings into existence

, ..." He is the Cleaver of the Daybreak " 

The Lord is He Who splits the darkness of night and brings the pillar of morning out of

.it. This meaning has been cited by many commentators

Ibn-i-`Abbās says that the phrase means that Allah is the Creator of the morning. The

 : verse continues saying

, ..." and He has made the night for rest "... 

Most of the commentators, including Ibn-i-`Abbās, say that this sentence means that

Allah has made the night as a means for resting and tranquility. So, one of the

blessings of Allah is that He has arranged the night for rest and the day for effort and
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endeavour. Allah has set the night and the day one after the other, which itself is

another reason to

p: 197
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.Allah's infinite Power

. ..." and the sun and the moon for reckoning "... 

Allah made the moon and the sun rotating on their orbs. The sun passes the twelve

parts of the zodiac during 365. 25 days. In its rotation, the moon also causes the lunar

months and the lunar year to appear. The account of nights, days, months and years

in people's lives is based on the rotation of the moon and the sun, as the Qur'ān says :
(" The sun and the moon follow a reckoning." (1

It also says : " ...Who created the night and the day and the sun and the moon; they

(float, each in an orbit." (2

This statement is a commentary on the above verse cited by Ibn-`Abbās, Sudday,
.Qattādah, and Mujāhid

Through this phrase, Allah has pointed out that the account of the rotation of the

moon and the sun in bargains, date and the time of people's worshippings, that He

.has ordained, are neccessary for people and are adopted to their interests

." That is the ordaining of the All-Mighty, the All-knowing "... 

All of these, viz. cleaving the darkness of the night by the morning, the appropriation

of the night for resting, and the moon and the sun being as a means of reckoning, are

Allah's ordaining, the One Whose Power is infinite. So, there is none to be able to

.disobey Him and His Power. He is aware of the interests and the device of people

****
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اهِب اودُتَهْتَِل  مَوجُُّنلا  مُکَُل  لَعَجَ  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  - 97

رِحْبَْلاوَ رِّبَْلا  تِا  - مُل یف ظُ-

نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِا  - يلاْا انَْلَّصفَ  دْقَ 

عٌدَوْتَسُْموَ ٌّرقَتَسْمُفَ  هٍدَحِا  سٍْفَن و  نِْم  مْکُاَشَْناَ  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  - 98

نَوهُقَْفیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِا  - يلاْا انَْلَّصفَ  دْقَ 

And it is He Who has set for you the stars, that by them you might be guided in . " 97
the darkness of the land and the sea. We have explained Our Signs for a people who

." know

And it is He Who has produced you from one person, then there is a place of . " 98
sojourn and a provisional repository. We have explained Our Signs for a people who

." understand

Commentary : verses 97-98

Now, there is Allah's statement upon a subject which is the continuation of the former

 : subjects and it is the reason of Unity and the evidence of Allah's Power. It says

And it is He Who has set for you the stars, that by them you might be guided in the " 
. ..." darkness of the land and the sea

Allah (s.w.t.) has created stars for your benefit and that you take advantages from

their light, their rising, and their stations in the darknesses of the deserts and the

seas, so that you find your way. some of stars are located in front of us and some of

them are at the back, some others are in the right and in the left. They are some

guides for people in travelling toward cities, in finding the direction of Ka`bah, in

recognizing the time during the night, and finding the direction of the ways in desert

.and the seas

Balkhy, a commentator, says the phrase "... that by them you might be guided ..." does

not denote to the meaning that stars have been created only for guiding people, but
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Allah has created stars for some numerous
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important benefits. If a person contemplates and takes care about small and large

stars and their positions, orbits, relations and movements, and also takes care about

the advantages of the sun and the moon and that how they are effective in the life,
growth, and development of animals and plants, the veracity of this claim will be

proved for him. If they were created for only guiding people, it would not be sensible

and agreeable that some of them to be bigger than others and their orbs be different

.from each other

In the commentary book of Ali-ibn-Ibrāhīm, it is cited that the objective meaning of

.('. `stars, here, is `the progeny of Muhammad (p.b.u.h

 : The verse continues saying

." We have explained Our Signs for a people who know "... 

That is, Allah has stated His verses and has reasoned for the people who gain

.knowledge through the way of contemplation

, ..." And it is He Who has produced you from one person " 

Allah has created humankind from Adam. All of us have been created from Adam, and

Eve, our mother. She had been created from the side of Adam. This creation itself is
one of the favours of Allah upon human beings, because when all human beings are

the children of one parents, the circumstances among them are more favourable in
.the fields of cooperation, friendship and intimacy

 : The verse adds

 ..." Then there is a place of sojourn and a provisional repository "... 

You have a place in the womb and a settlement in the grave, until the time you will be

quickened. In other words, you have a place on the ground and a place for the

.Hereafter with Allah

 : The Qur'ān concludes the verse stating
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." We have explained Our Signs for a people who understand "... 

That is, Allah has stated His reasons and verses in detail for those people who

.possess understanding and take an example

The question is that why the Qur'ān says : "... for a people who understand." To

answer this question, it can be said that the reason is that
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only these people are those who utilize the Qur'ānic reasonings. Similar to this

meaning is the phrase which says that only the pious are those who enjoy the

.guidance of the Qur'ān

This concluding sentence of the verse has been mentioned both in the previous verse

and in this verse in order to indicate that each one of these matters are separately

worthy of being taken care and they are some evidences upon Oneness and Glory of

.Allah

****
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ءًام ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  لَزَْناَ  يذَّلا  وَهُ  وَ  - 99

ارًضِخَ هُْنِم  انجْرَخْاَفَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  تَابَن  هِب  انجْرَخْاَفَ 

هٌیَِناد نٌاوْنِق  اهعِْل  نِْم طَ- لِخَّْنلا  نَِموَ  ابًکِارتَُم  ابحَ  هُْنِم  جُرِخُْن 

هٍِبا - شتَُم رَْیغَوَ  اهًِبتَشُْم  نَامُّّرلاوَ  نَوُتْیَّزلاوَ  بٍانعْاَ  نِْم  تٍا  - نّجَوَ

هعِْنیَوَ رَمَْثاَ  اذِا  هرِمََث  یلِا  اورُظُْنُا 

نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  تٍا  - يلاَ مْکُِل  یف ذ  َّنِا 

And He it is Who sends down water from the sky and thereby We bring forth the . " 99
shoot of every growing thing, then from it We bring forth green (foliage) from which

(; We produce grain piled up (in the ears

,and of the palm-tree, of the sheaths of it, come forth clusters (of dates) within reach

.and gardens of grapes, olives and pomegranates, alike and unalike

.Look upon its fruit when it fructifies and ripens

." Verily, there are signs in that for a people who believe

Commentary : verse 99

Following the former matters, which were stated upon the reasoning of Unity and

Glory of Allah, this verse says that Allah sends down rain from cloud in the sky, by

which the growth and development of all things come forth. That is the nutrition of

beasts, birds, wild animals, and human beings are produced by means of it, in order

 : that they consume it and develop. The verse says

And He it is Who sends down water from the sky and thereby We bring forth the " 
, ..." shoot of every growing thing

Thus, the purpose of the Qur'ānic phrase /nabāt-a-kull-i-šay'in/ (the shoot of every

.growing thing) is something by which everything grows and develops
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The meaning of the verse may be that Allah has grown all kinds of
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plants by means of rain. Therefore, the purpose of /kull-i-šay'/ is kinds of plants. Then,
.water is the cause of appearance of plants and the growth of the living things

:The verse adds

(then from it We bring forth green (foliage "... 

Allah brings forth from rain, or from plants, some vegetations, and from the

vegetations He brings forth grains and clusters like the clusters of wheet, sesame,
.and the like

(; from which We produce grain piled up (in the ears "... 

,and of the palm-tree, of the sheaths of it, come forth clusters (of dates) within reach

..."

And from the spathes of the palm-tree, He brings forth some clusters of dates which

are low-hanging and within reach. It is evident that a

palm-tree can sometimes be tall when its fruit is not always within reach, but when it
is short, its fruit is naturally within reach. In this holy verse only the second sort is

mentioned and the first sort has not been stated. In fact, the Qur'ān has sufficed

citing one kind and the other kind has not been mentioned, because the hearer can

.guess the other one by the frame of reference in the context

Some of commentators have said that the purpose of the term /dāniyah/ (within

reach), mentioned in the verse, is that the fruit of the palm-tree, as a result of

abundance and heaviness, has come down near the ground. Viz. the fruit of some of

.palm-trees is so abundant and heavy, that its branches reach near the ground

There are some other trees the fruit of which has a sheath and a shell, too. It is only

.that of palm-date that has not a sheath and a shell

Yet, Allah, the Glorious, has pointed to only the latter aspect in the verse and He has

restrained from stating the rest aspects. The reason of this manner may be that `

.date ' contains many other advantages and it is also full of nutritives
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 : The verse continues saying

, ..." and gardens of grapes, olives and pomegranates "... 

By the means of water, Allah produces gardens of grapes, olives, and pomegranates.
Olives and pomegranates are mentioned with together because their branches seem

.to Arab full of leaves from top to bottom
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 ..." alike and unalike "... 

Trees are rather similar to each other, but the tastes of their fruits are different. Some

other commentators say that the phrase means that their leaves are similar to each

.other but their fruits are not

It is better to say that all of them from one point are similar to each other, but from

.another point they are different

. ..." Look upon its fruit when it fructifies and ripens "... 

Look as an exemplary that how trees fructify and how their fruits ripen and are used.
That is, you may follow these stages which happen in it, from the day when the fruit

appears on the branch of the tree until the day when the fruit ripens, together with

the changes that occur in its taste, color, odour, and also its smallness and bigness, so

that you comprehend that there is a Wise Creator in the course of both its creation

.and administration

 : The concluding sentence of the verse is as follows

." Verily, there are signs in that for a people who believe "... 

Yes, in the creation of fruits and plants, with all the proper differences that they have,
and the exact wise elaborateness which have been done in their structure, there are

some clear and convincing evidences for the believing people that denote they have a
Creator Who has adorned them with the ornament of creation knowingly and

.discerningly

Regarding what we study today in botany about fruits when they come forth and then

ripen, the proper importance that the Qur'ān has considered for fruits will be made

manifest. The explanation of it is that fruits come into being like the birth of the

offsprings in the world of animals. By some particular means (such as winds, insects

and the like) stamens are separated in some special bags and are put down on the

pistil of plant. After the act of pollinating and combining with each other, the first seed

is formed. Then, some kinds of nutritive stuff around it, like some flesh, encompasses
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.it

From the point of combination, this nutritious stuff contains various substances. Also,
from the point of taste, and medical properties and nutritive properties these

.substances are extraordinarily different

Sometimes one fruit (like pomegranates and grapes) contains hundreds seeds each

of which, in potency, can itself be considered a tree. Every
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.fruit, with its several levels, has an elaborate structure

This explanation is from one side. On the other side, from the time a fruit is green until

when it completely ripens, there are different stages that the fruit mast pass. This

subject is greatly considerable, since the innate laboratories of a fruit are

continuously busy changing its chemical combinations until it reaches the last stage

.and when the conditions of its chemical structure will be fixed

Every one of these stages by itself is an indication to the Glory and Power of the

.Creator

But, it should be noted that, as the Qur'ān points out, only the believers, i.e. the

observers of right and the seekers of truth can see these facts. Otherwise, with the

eye of enmity and quarrelsomeness, or with heedlessness and carelessness, it is

.impossible for anybody to see these facts

****
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َّنجِْلا ءَاکرَشُ  هِّلِل  اوُلعَجَوَ  - 100

مٍْلعِ رِْیغَِب  تٍا  - نَبوَ نَینَب  هَُل  اوُقرَخَوَ  مْهُقَلَخَوَ 

نَوفُصِیَ امّعَ  یلا  - عتَوَ هَُنا  - حْبسُ

,And they set up the jinn associates with Allah, while He created them . " 100

.and they falsely attributed to Him sons and daughters without knowledge

(." Glory be to Him, and highly Exalted is He above what they ascribe (to Him

Commentary : verse 100

 ! Allah Is the Creator of All Things

In this verse, and some verses next to it, the Qur'ān points to a part of improper and

superstitious beliefs of pagans and the believers of some wrong schools of thought,
 : accompanied with a logical answer to them. At first, it says

, ..." And they set up the jinn associates with Allah " 

Then, the Qur'ān answers to this superstitious imagination and, pointing to the

 : creation of jinn, it says

, ..." while He created them "... 

How is it possible that a created being can be the associate of the Creator ?

Association is the sign of being of the same class and in the same level, while a

.created creature can never be in the same level with the Creator

Other supestition was that they believed in the existence of children for the Lord. The

 : verse continues saying

. ..." and they falsely attributed to Him sons and daughters without knowledge "...

In fact, the best reason for proving that these superstitious opinions are false is the
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 : same fact which can be understood from the phrase

without knowledge". This means that they have no rational reason nor evidence for"

.these superstitions

The question is that which sects attributed sons to Allah. In some other verses, the

Qur'ān has mentioned two groups who towed that false
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idea. One of those two groups were Christians who believed Jesus was God's son. And

.the other was the Jews who believed Ezra was His son

But, Sura Taubah, No. 9, verse 30 denotes that the belief in the existence of son for the

Lord was not allocated to the Christians and the Jews. This wrong idea had existed

.among the former people with superstitious schools of thought, too

Now, what about the belief in the existence of daughters for the Lord ? In Sura Az-
 : Zukhruf, No. 43, verse 19, the Qur'ān itself says

And they make the angels who are the servants of the Beneficent (God) - female"

( ..." (divinities

But, at the end of the verse under discussion the Qur'ān nulifies all these superstitious

imaginations and these vain baseless fancies, and, by an expressive and clear

 : sentence, it says

(." Glory be to Him, and highly Exalted is He above what they ascribe (to Him "...

****
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Section 13: Allah the Creator and Knower of everything

Point

Allah the Creator of the heavens and the earth, The Divine Unity polytheism to be

gradually

.wiped out Not to abuse false gods lest the infidels might ignorantly abuse Allah

هٌبَحِا هَُل ص- نْکُتَ  مَْلوَ  دٌَلوَ  هَُل  نُوکُیَ  یّناَ  ضِرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا عُیدَب  - 101

مٌیلعَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُِب  وَهُوَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش َّلکُ  قَلَخَوَ 

وَهُ لاِّا  -هَ  لِا مْکُُّبرَ لا  هُّللا  مُکُِل  ذ  - 102

لٌیکوَ ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  یلعَ  وَهُوَ  هُودُُبعْافَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُ  قُِلا  خ-

He is the) Diviser of the heavens and the earth ! How can He have a child while . " ) 101
there is for Him no consort, and He created everything, and He is All-Knowing of all

 ? " things

.That is Allah your Lord, there is no god but He, the Creator of everything . " 102

." Therefore worship Him, for He is Guardian over all things

Commentary : verses 101-102

 : This verse answers to the superstitious beliefs. At first, it says

 ! ..." He is the) Diviser of the heavens and the earth " )

The Qur'ānic term /badī`/ means `the producer of something new without having a

precedent'. That is, Allah, Glory be to Him, has brought the heavens and the earth into

.being without any previous substance, or design and plan

Moreover, how is it possible that He can have a child while He has not a spouse ? The

 : verse says
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, ..." How can He have a child while there is for Him no consort "... 

Basically, He does not need a spouse, and who can be His spouse when He has

 ? created all creatures

p: 208

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2934 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Once more the Qur'ān emphasizes the rank of Allah's creative power in respect to all

existing things and all human beings, and His Scientific Omnipotence in respect to all

 : of them, and says

 ? " and He created everything, and He is All-Knowing of all things "... 

****

After mentioning the creative power of Allah in respect to all things, and bringing the

heavens and the earth into existence, and that He is Glorified to have body and bodily

issues, or to have any spouse and child, and that His Scientific Omnipotence in respect

 : to everything and all affairs, it concludes thus

, ..." That is Allah your Lord " 

And, since there is none to have some attributes like them, then none is eligible to be

worshipped save Allah. He is both the Lord and the Creator. Therefore, only Allah

.(s.w.t) can be the deity. Thus do worship Him

 : The verse continues saying

.there is no god but He, the Creator of everything "... 

, ..." Therefore worship Him

In order to cut out any hope to anything except the hope to Allah, and to eradicate

any idolatry and, in general, any reliance to other than Allah, at the end of the verse it
 : adds

." for He is Guardian over all things "... 

****
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رُیبخَْلا فُیطَّللا  وَهُوَ  رَا  - صْبلاَْا كُرِدُْی  وَهُوَ  رُا  - صْبلاَْا هُکُرِدُْت  لا  - 103

The eyes do not perceive Him, but He perceives the eyes, He is the All-Subtle, . " 103
." the All-Aware

Commentary : verse 103

In order to prove Allah's sovereignty and Guardianship over every thing, and to prove

 : His difference from the whole creatures, it says

, ..." The eyes do not perceive Him, but He perceives the eyes " 

Allah is the bestower of kinds of blessings, and He is aware of all details and cognizant

of everything. He knows the expedients of the servants as well as their needs.
.Therefore, He treats them as His Grace requires

"He is the All-Subtle, the All-Aware "... 

In fact, the one who wants to be guardian, educator, and shelter of every existence

.should be qualified with these attributes

Allah is not Seen by the Eyes

Rational demonstrations (proofs) testify that Allah can never be seen by vision,
because eyes can see only substances, or some of the qualities of substances. Then,
something which is not a substance, nor it is the quality of a substance, is never seen

by vision. In other words, if something is seen by vision, it certainly should have place,
direction, and material, while He, the Exalted, is above all these things. Allah is an

infinite Essence, that is why He is beyond the world of material. In the world of

.material, everything is finite and limited

It has been narrated from Imam Ridā (a.s.) who said : "The objective meaning of

/'absạ̄r/ (the eyes) is not the eyes of head, but it is the eye of heart, the insight. " That

is, He (s.w.t.) is beyond apparition, suspicion, and imagination. He cannot be contained

in any body's imagination, and none can comprehend the howness of His Essence.
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(At-Tafsīr-ul-Burhān, Vol. 1, PP. 547, 548; Tafsīr-us-̣Sạ̄fī, P. 145; Tafsīr. Jawāmi`-ul-
.( Jāmi`, P. 230; and Nūr-uth-Thaghalayn, Vol. 1, P. 754
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مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  رُِئاصَب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  - 104

ظٍیفحَِب مْکُْیلَعَ  اَناَ  اموَ  اهْیلَعَفَ  یَمِعَ  نْمَوَ  هسِْفنَِلفَ  رَصَْباَ  نْمَفَ 

Certainly clear proofs have come to you from your Lord. Whoever therefore . " 104
sees (with insight), it is to his own gain, and whoever be blind, it is to his own loss; and

." I am not a keeper over you

Commentary : verse 104

, ..." Certainly clear proofs have come to you from your Lord " 

The term /basạ̄'ir/ is the plural form of /basị̄rat/ which means some indications and

guidances by which the truth will be manifested. It also means the light of the heart

(mind), while /basạr/ means the light of the eye. Then the phrase means that they

have come to you from your Lord with the purpose of paying attention to this matter

.that what is right to Allah and what is not

By means of the divine revelation, there have come down some information which are

(. considered as a light and the power of sight for your hearts (minds

Whoever therefore sees (with insight), it is to his own gain, and whoever be blind, it "... 
;is to his own loss

That is, the person who looks at the Truth and believes in it, has worked for his own

.profit; and the one who relinquishes it, has acted toward his own loss

It is understood from this verse that people are not obliged in doing their affairs. They

.are free and authorized in choosing them and performing them

Then, the revelation commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell those people that he is

not a protector of them to keep their deeds and to give them rewards, but he is only

.an admonisher, while Allah is their protector

 : The verse says
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." and I am not a keeper over you "... 

****
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تَسْرَدَ اوُلوقُیَِلوَ  تِا  - يلاْا فُرِّصَُن  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 105

نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  ِیبَُنِلوَ  هُنَّ

(: And thus do We repeat the Signs, that they may say (unto you . " 105

 ', You have studied ` 

." and that We may make it clear to a people who know

Commentary : verse 105

In order to emphasize that the final decision for choosing the way of right and the way

 : of wrong is upon the servants of Allah themselves, the verse says

 ..." And thus do We repeat the Signs " 

But a group of the opponents may oppose you and, without having any authentic

evidence or research, they say that you have learnt these lessons from the Jews and

.the Christians, which have been taken from their revealed Books

 ', ..." that they may say (unto you): ` You have studied "... 

Yet, Our aim is that We make it manifest for those who have knowledge and

.understanding

." and that We may make it clear to a people who know "... 

****
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کَِّبرَ نِْم  کَْیَلِا  یَحِوُا  ام  عِْبَّتِا  - 106

وَهُ لاِّا  -هَ  لِا لا 

نَیکرِشْمُْلا نِعَ  ضْرِعْاَوَ 

;Follow what is revealed to you from your Lord; there is no god but He . " 106

." and turn away from the polytheists

Commentary : verse 106

Here, the Qur'ān has defined the duty of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) against the

.quarrelsomenesses, rancours, and accusations of the opponents

This holy verse implies that his duty is to follow whatever has been revealed to him

.(p.b.u.h.) from the side of Allah (s.w.t.), the Lord, and that there is no diety but He

:The verse says

; ..." Follow what is revealed to you from your Lord; there is no god but He " 

His duty is also to be heedless toward polytheists, their undue accusations, and their

 : vain words. It says

." and turn away from the polytheists "... 

In fact, this verse is a kind of soothing and spiritual strengthening for the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), so that he can be ever firm in his strong determination and that he

.withdraws aught

****
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اظًیفحَ مْهِْیلَعَ  كَا  - نْلعَجَ اموَ  اوکُرَشْاَ  ام  هُّللا  ءَاش  وَْلوَ  - 107

لٍیکوَِب مْهِْیلَعَ  تَْناَ  اموَ 

And had Allah pleased, they would not have associated others (with Him), and . " 107
,We have not made you a keeper over them

." nor are you over them a guardian

Commentary : verse 107

This fact is confirmed again in this verse that Allah does not please to force them to

.believe in Truth

(, ..." And had Allah pleased, they would not have associated others (with Him " 

Also, the holy verse emphasizes on the same subject which was mentioned before,
 : saying

, ..." and We have not made you a keeper over them "... 

 : As your duty is not to force them to believe, then

." nor are you over them a guardian "... 

The tone of these verses are greatly considerable from this point of view that belief in
.Allah and in Islam can never have the obligatory state

Hence progression in this way should be performed through the way of logic,
reasoning and penetrating in the souls and minds of people. The reason of this idea is
that an obligatory belief is worthless. The important matter is that people

.comprehend the facts and accept them with their own authority and will

****
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هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَّلا  اوُّبسُتَ  لاوَ  - 108

مْهُلَمَعَ هٍَّمُا  لِّکُِل  اّنَّیزَ  کَِل  ذکَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب  اوًدْعَ  هَّللا  اوُّبسُیَفَ 

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  امِب  ِبنَُیفَ  مْهُُئّ مْهُعُجِرْمَ  مْهِِّبرَ  یلِا  َّمُث 

And do not abuse those whom they call upon besides Allah, or they will abuse . " 108
Allah in revenge without any knowledge. Thus unto every nation have We made their

behaviour seem fair. Then unto their Lord is their return, so He will inform them of

." what they used to do

Commentary : verse 108

In this verse, Allah emphasizes on this meaning that idols and deities of the pagans

should never be abused. This action causes the holy Essence of Allah to be abused by

.them, revengefully and unjustly, because of their ignorance

As it is understood from some Islamic traditions, it happened that sometimes some of

the believers who were seriously unbecoming from the phenomenon of idolatry, used

indecent language and abused the idols of the pagans. The Qur'ān explicitly

prohibited that action. From the point of Islam, having modesty and observing the

principles of discipline, and courtesy in speech is necessary for a believer, even if it is
before the most superstitious and the worst wrong religions. It is not possible to

prevent a person from a wrong way by means of abusing him, because everybody is
 : zealous unto his own beliefs and deeds. The verse says

And do not abuse those whom they call upon besides Allah, or they will abuse Allah in " 
, ..." revenge without any knowledge

However, every sect or group of people think that their conduct is fair, because it is as

their nature pleases, but, in the meantime, they have been introduced the Truth in

 : order that they act accordingly and avoid the falsehood. The verse continues saying

thus unto every nation have We "... 
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made their behaviour seem fair. Then unto their Lord is their return, so He will inform

." them of what they used to do
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هٌیَا مْهُْتءَاج  نِئَل  مْهِِنا  - مْیاَ دَهْجَ  هِّللاِب  اومُسَْقاَوَ  - 109

اهِب َّنُنِمؤُْیَل 

هِّللا دَنعِ  تُا  - يلاْا امََّنِا  لُْق 

نَوُنِمؤُْی تْءَاج لا  اذِا  اهَّناَ  مْکُرُعِشُْی  اموَ 

,And they swore by Allah with the strongest of their oaths . " 109

:that if a sign came to them they would most certainly believe in it. Say

 '. Signs are only with Allah ` 

 ? " And what should make you know that when it comes they will not believe

Commentary : verse 109

Once a group of pagans of the Quraysh (1) came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said that

he should bring some miracles like those of Moses and Jesus (a.s.), so that they could

believe in him. The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) asked them what action he should do.
They answered him that he should change the Safa mount (located in Mecca) into

gold, restore the dead to life, show them the Lord and the angels, and so on. They

.swore that in that case they would believe

Gabriel came down and revealed the verse to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
indicating that miracles are done according to Allah's Will, not according to their

.desires

Moreover, some suggestions that some ignorant people offer are sometimes

opposite to human intelligence. It is not such that the world become the hall of

.exhibition and the system of existence changes with the desires of some pagans

Gabriel brought the divine message to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicating that if the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) wished, his invitation would be accepted; but if they did not believe

in Islam, all of them would be
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p: 216

The Quraysh were the noblest tribe of Arabia, the tribe to which the holy Prophet 1 - 1
himself (p.b.u.h) belonged. They had the custody of the Ka'bah, the central shrine of

Arabia
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punished seriously and they would be destroyed. So, if their desires were not

performed and they were not paid attention to, they might repent and turn to the

right way. Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) accepted it too, and the verse was revealed

 : saying

,And they swore by Allah with the strongest of their oaths " 

.that if a sign came to them they would most certainly believe in it

 '. Say: ` Signs are only with Allah

 ? " And what should make you know that when it comes they will not believe

****
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هٍَّرمَ لََّواَ  هِب  اوُنِمؤُْی  مَْل  امکَ  مْهُرَا  - صْباَوَ مْهُتَدَِئْفاَ  بُِّلقَُنوَ  - 110

نَوهُمَْعیَ مْهِِنا  - یْغطُ یف  مْهُرُذََنوَ 

And (because of pertinacities of infidels) We will turn their hearts and their . " 110
;sights, even as they did not believe in it the first time

." and We will leave them in their contumacy wandering blindly

Commentary : verse 110

Here, in this verse, Allah announces that as the retribution of their sin and their wrong

.conduct, He will derange their sights and their hearts

That is, Allah is cognizant of the secrets of the hearts and the treachery of eyes, and

(. He sees their inward (state) which is opposite to their apparent (aspect

Allah, the Exalted, knew that there was something in those hearts and eyes which

was different from what they claimed. Therefore, if the prophetic miracles that they

asked for were performed, they could not believe in him yet. It was similar to the

condition of their former people when they did not believe in the verses that were

.revealed for the first time

Therefore, they will be left to themselves so that they be entangled with their own

sins and disobedience. They will sink in their meanness, and remain bewildered.
.Hence, as a result of their disobedience, they will be punished in the Hereafter

And (because of pertinacities of infidels) We will turn their hearts and their sights, " 
;even as they did not believe in it the first time

." and We will leave them in their contumacy wandering blindly

****
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Section 14: Every Apostle Had an Enemy

Point

Opposition to the Truth from the polytheists in all ages Every apostle had an enemy

.Polytheism totally opposed to Islam

هَکَِئ - لمَْلا مُهِْیَلِا  انْلَّزَن  انَّناَ  وَْلوَ  - 111

لاًُبُق ْ ءٍ  یْش َّلکُ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انرْشَحَوَ  یتوْمَْلا  مُهُمََّلکَوَ 

هُّللا ءَاشیَ  نْاَ  لاِّا  اوُنِمؤُْیِل  اوُناک  ام 

نَوُلهَجْیَ مْهُرَثَکْاَ  َّنکِ  - لوَ

,And even if We sent down the angels to them . " 111

and the dead spoke to them, and We mustered all things before them, (even then)
;they would not believe, unless Allah pleases

." but most of them (deliberately) ignore

Commentary : verse 111

The purpose of these holy verses is to make clear that some of the seekers of

surprising miracles are not true in their demands and their aim is not to embrace the

Truth. That is why some of their wishes (like that Allah comes in front of them) are

.basically impossible

In this verse, the Qur'ān explicitly says that had their demands been fulfilled in the

same form that they wanted, and the angels had been sent down upon them, and the

dead had come to speak with them, and in short whatever they had wished were

 : provided for them, even then, they would not believe. Here is the verse

And even if We sent down the angels to them, and the dead spoke to them, and We " 
, ..." mustered all things before them, (even then) they would not believe
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Then, to emphasize on the matter, it implies that it is in one case
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possible that they believe and that is in the case that Allah forces them to accept the

 : Faith by His Sovereign Will

; ..." Unless Allah pleases "... 

And, it is evident that this sort of Faith will contain no training income and no effect of

.perfection

 : So, at the end of the verse, it adds

." but most of them (deliberately) ignore "... 

****
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نِّجِْلاوَ سِنلاِْا  نَیطا  - یشَ اودُعَ  یٍِّبَن  لِّکُِل  انْلعَجَ  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 112

ارًورُغُ لِوْقَْلا  فَرُخْزُ  ضٍْعَب  یلِا  مْهُضُْعَب  یحوُی 

نَورُتَْفیَ اموَ  مْهُرْذَفَ  هُوُلعَفَ  ام  کَُّبرَ  ءَاش  وَْلوَ 

And thus did We assign for every prophet an enemy, the satans from humans . " 112
and jinn, who (secretly) inspire each other with flashy words to deceive (them). And

.had your Lord pleased they would not have done it

,Allah's way of treatment is freedom of men) therefore)

." leave them with what they forge

Commentary : verse 112

It was said in the former verses that the hostility of the stubborn enemies against the

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was not confined to him alone, but other prophets had such

 : enemies, too. In this verse, it says

And thus did We assign for every prophet an enemy, the satans from humans and " 
, ..." jinn

And their manner was that they spoke some charming words secretly and

.occasionally, by whispering to each other, in order to deceive them

 : The verse says

(. ..." who (secretly) inspire each other with flashy words to deceive (them "... 

Yet, it should not be made mistake, and if Allah pleased, He could forcefully stop them

 : doing that. The verse says

. ..." And had your Lord pleased they would not have done it "... 

But Allah did not do that because He wished to let people act freely in a scene where

.they can be tested, improved and trained
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Therefore, at the end of the verse, He commands His Messenger that he never pays

attention to these followers of Satans and that he leaves both them and their

.accusations with themselves

Allah's way of treatment is freedom of men) therefore, leave them with what they "... )
." forge

****
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هِرَخِلاْاِب نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلا لا  هُدَِئْفاَ  هِْیَلِا  یغصْتَِلوَ  - 113

نَوُفرِتَْقُم مهُ  ام  اوُفرِتَْقیَِلوَ  هُوْضَرْیَِلوَ 

And (the result of those Satanic inspirations is) so that the hearts of those who . " 113
,do not believe in the Hereafter, may incline to it

and that they may be well-pleased with it (the flashy words) , and that they may

." commit (the evil) they were committing

Commentary : verse 113

The consequence of the charming suggestions and deceitful preaches of the satans is
 : recited in this verse, as follows

And (the result of those Satanic inspirations is) so that the hearts of those who do " 
, ..." not believe in the Hereafter, may incline to it

Then, it adds that the end of this inclination will be a complete consent to the Satanic

 : deeds. Here is the verse

(, ..." and that they may be well-pleased with it (the flashy words "... 

Therefore, the end of them all, in this world, will be committing kinds of sins,
indecencies, and vices, and, consequently, they will be involved with the result of the

.same corruptous people who had been before them in the history of the world

." and that they may commit (the evil) they were committing "... 

****

p: 222

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2954 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


لاًَّصفَُم بَا  - تکِْلا مُکُْیَلِا  لَزَْناَ  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  امًکَحَ  یغتَْباَ  هِّللا  رَْیغَفَاَ  - 114

قِّحَْلاِب کَِّبرَ  نِْم  لٌَّزنَُم  هَُّناَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  بَاتکِْلا  مُهُا  - نْیتَا نَیذَّلاوَ 

نَیرتَمْمُْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لافَ 

Say:) ` Shall I seek a judge other than Allah, while it is He Who has sent down to . " ) 114
 ? you the Book, (fully) explained

And those whom We have given the Book know that it has been sent down from your

." Lord with the truth, so be not you of the doubters

Commentary : verse 114

In fact, this verse is the conclusion of the previous verses. It indicates that, with all

these clear verses which were recited, whom should be accepted as an arbitrator ?
 : The verse says

, ..." Say:) ` Shall I seek a judge other than Allah " )

This heavenly Book explains all the necessary training facts of man and has

separated between right and wrong, light and darkness, and disbelief and Faith; and

.it is Allah Who has sent it down to you

 : Concerning this meaning, the Qur'ān continues saying

 ?..." while it is He Who has sent down to you the Book, (fully) explained "... 

Then, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the verse implies that not only he and the

Muslims know that this Book is from Allah, but also the people of the Book (The Jews

and the Christians), who have seen the Signs of this heavenly Book in their own Books,
know that this Book has been sent down from the Lord with the Truth. The verse says

:

And those whom We have given the Book know that it has been sent down from "... 
, ..." your Lord with the truth
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Therefore, there is no place of any doubt and hesitation in it, and you, O' Our

.Messenger, never doubt in it

." so be not you of the doubters "...

****
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لاًدْعَوَ اقًدْصِ  کَِّبرَ  تُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  - 115

هِتا - مِلکَِل لَدِّبَُم  لا 

مُیلعَْلا عُیمَّسلا  وَهُوَ 

And perfected is the Word of your Lord in truth and justice; there is naught that . " 115
." can change His Words, and He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary : verse 115

In this verse, The Qur'ān, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), indicates that his Lord's

Word was completed in truth and justice, so that no one can change its containing

.words, and the Lord is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

 : The verse says

And perfected is the Word of your Lord in truth and justice; there is naught that can " 
." change His Words, and He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

The objective meaning of the term `word', mentioned in the above verse, is `The

Qur'ān', since in the former verses the subject matter was also recited upon `The

'. Qur'ān

Indeed, the verse refers to the fact that there is no doubt about the Qur'ān, because it
is perfect and faultless in any respects. Its facts upon history and its information

.about events are all true, and its ordinances and laws are utterly just

Some of the commentators, attaching this verse, have reasoned to the impossibility

of influencing in perverting the Qur'ān. They say that the phrase : "... There is naught

that can change His Words ..." points to this fact that nobody is able to cast any

change in the Qur'ān, neither from the point of the Arabic spelling of the words, nor

from the point of the information of the events, nor from the point of ordinances and

.laws

Therefore, this heavenly Book, which must be the guide of humankind until the end of
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the world, will be secured and protected from the larceny of treacherous persons and

.distorters

****
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هِّللا لِیبسَ  نْعَ  كَوُّلضُِی  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  نْمَ  رَثَکْاَ  عْطُِت  نِْاوَ  - 116

نَوصُرُخْیَ لاِّا  مْهُ  نِْاوَ  َّنَّظلا  َّلاِا  نَوعُِبَّتیَ  نِْا 

And if you obey most of those in the earth, they will lead you astray from the . " 116
;way of Allah. They follow nothing but conjecture

. " and they do nothing but surmise

Commentary : verse 116

It was said before that the current Sura was sent down in Mecca. At that time Muslims

were intensively in minority. Concerning this minority and the conclusive majority of

idol worshippers and the opponents of Islam, sometimes it might happen that some

persons suspected that why there were so many followers of idolatry while that creed

.was futile and false, and if Muslems were right, why they were so few

To remove this sort of imagination, the verse addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

 : says

And if you obey most of these in the earth, they will lead you astray from the way of " 
. ..." Allah

In the next sentence of the verse, the Qur'ān states the reason of this subject. It

points out that the reason of it is that they do not behave upon logic and a correct

thought. Their guide is conjecture based on delusion, and some imaginations polluted

 : with low desires, lusts and lies. The verse says

. " They follow nothing but conjecture; and they do nothing but surmise "... 

****
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هِلیبسَ نْعَ  ُّلضِیَ  نْمَ  مُلَعْاَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنِا  - 117

نَیدتَهْمُْلاِب مُلَعْاَ  وَهُوَ 

Verily your Lord knows best those who stray from His way, and He (also) knows . " 117
." best those who are guided

Commentary : verse 117

In view of the fact that the concept of the previous verse is that mere majority can

not show the way of truth and it is not the reason of right, the result of it is that the

way of truth should be taken only from the source of Allah, although the followers of

.truth are in minority

The Qur'aān makes the reason of this matter clear in this verse. It points out that your

Lord, Who is aware of all things and there is not the least mistake in His endless

knowledge, knows best which way is the way of astray and which way is the way of

.guidance, and, then, He knows best the misguided and the guided

 : The verse says

,Verily your Lord knows best those who stray from His way " 

." and He (also) knows best those who are guided

****
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هِْیلَعَ هِّللا  مُسْا  رَکِذُ  امِّم  ْاوُلکُفَ  - 118

نَینِمؤُْم هِتا  - يا مُْتْنکُ بِ- نِْا 

Therefore, eat (the meat) of that over which Allah's name has been mentioned, . " 118
." if you are believers in His Signs

Commentary : verse 118

The effects of paganism

:The Effects of Paganism Should be Removed Totally

Through previous verses, the reality of Unity was proved, and the falsehood of

.paganism and idolatry was made manifest

One of the results of this question is that Muslims should avoid consuming the meat of

the animals slaughtered by the name of idols. They should use only the meat of those

.animals which are slaughtered by the name of Allah

 : Concerning this meaning, the Qur'ān says

Therefore, eat (the meat) of that over which Allah's name has been mentioned, if " 
." you are believers in His Signs

That is, the Faith is not only a bare claim, a lonely statement, and a simple belief. But it
.should be proved through practice, too

.The person who believes in Allah, will consume only these kinds of meat

****
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مْکَُل لََّصفَ  دْقَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هِّللا  مُسْا  رَکِذُ  امِّم  اوُلکُْ�تَ  لاّاَ  مْکَُل  اموَ  - 119

مٍْلعِ رِْیغَِب  مْهِِئاوهْاَِب  نَوُّلضُِیَل  ارًیثکَ  َّنِاوَ  هِْیَلِا  مُْترْرِطُضْا  امَ  لاِّا  مْکُْیلَعَ  مََّرحَ  ام 

نَیدتَْعمُْلاِب مُلَعْاَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنِا 

And what has happened to you that you do not eat (the meat) of that over which . " 119
,Allah's name has been mentioned

while He has (already) explained for you what He has forbidden unto you, except

( ? what you are compelled to (eat

.And indeed many (people) mislead (others) by their desires, without any knowledge

." Verily, your Lord knows best the transgressors

Commentary : verse 119

In this verse, the Qur'ān says why you do not eat from the meat of those animals over

which the name of Allah has been mentioned, while He has detailed for you what has

 : been made unlawful for you. The verse says

And what has happened to you that you do not eat (the meat) of that over which " 
Allah's name has been mentioned, while He has (already) explained for you what He

, ..." has forbidden unto you

 : Then, one case has been exceptioned from this general law. It says

( ? ..." except what you are compelled to (eat "... 

This condition may come forth for a person in the desert or in a deserted place

because of an intensive hunger or being captured in the grips of some pagans who

.force the one against this matter

 : After that statement, it adds

And indeed many (people) mislead (others) by their desires, without any "... 
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. ..." knowledge

Then, at the end of the verse, it says that Allah is fully aware and knows best those

who are transgressors. These are those who not only go astray from the straight and

 : true path, but also, attaching false proofs, try to mislead others. The verse says

." Verily, your Lord knows best the transgressors "... 
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هُنَطِابوَ مِْثلاِْا  رَهِا  اورُذَوَ ظ- - 120

نَوُفرِتَْقیَ اوُناک  امِب  نَوْزَجُْیسَ  مَْثلاِْا  نَوُبسِکْیَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا 

;And abandon outward sin and the inward one . " 120

verily those who commit sin soon shall be recompensed with what they used to

." commit

Commentary : verse 120

Since some people usually commit this unlawful action (fornication) hiddenly, following

:that meaning, in this verse, as a general law, the Qur'ān says

; ..." And abandon outward sin and the inward one " 

It is said that at the Age of Ignorance some people believed that fornication was not a
vice when it was done secretly, and it was considered a sin when it was committed

.manifestly

Even now, in the present century, there are some persons who have practically

accepted this logic of the Age of Ignorance, and they fear committing only the

outward sins. Such people, having no feeling of incommodity, easily commit some

.hidden sins. The above-mentioned verse seriously condemns this logic

Then, as a remembrance, the verse warns the sinners to the evil fate which waits for

 : them, and says

verily those who commit sin "... 

." soon shall be recompensed with what they used to commit

****
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قٌسْفَِل هَُّنِاوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هِّللا  مُسْا  رِکَذُْی  مَْل  امِّم  اوُلکُأْتَ  لاوَ  - 121

مْکُوُلدِا - جُیِل مْهِِئایِلوْاَ  یلِا  نَوحُوُیَل  نَیطا  - یَّشلا َّنِاوَ 

نَوکُرِشْمَُل مْکَُّنِا  مْهُومُُتْعطَاَ  نِْاوَ 

And do not eat (anything) of that over which Allah's name has not been . " 121
mentioned (at the time of slaughter) and that is indeed transgression, and verily the

Satans inspire unto their friends to dispute with you, and if you obey them, you will

(." indeed be polytheists, (too

Commentary : verse 121

This verse emphasizes on the negative aspect of the matter and its concept of

 : prohibition. It says

And do not eat (anything) of that over which Allah's name has not been mentioned " 
( ..." (at the time of slaughter

Then, through a short sentence, it negates this action again, and implies that this

work is a mischief, a sin, and going out from the path and manner of servitude of Allah

 : and obeying His commandment. It says

, ..." and that is indeed transgression "... 

And, in order that some simple hearted Muslims would not be affected by their satanic

 : temptations, it adds

, ..." and verily the Satans inspire unto their friends to dispute with you "... 

But, beware that if you submit to their temptations, you will be counted among

 : pagans, too. The verse says

(." and if you obey them, you will indeed be polytheists, (too "... 

This dispute and temptation may refer to that very logic that pagans inspired unto

each other. They said that they ate the meat of the dead animals because the Lord
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had slaughtered them. That is, if they do not eat the meat of carrions, it is a kind of

.heedlessness to the deed of Allah

Some commentators have said that pagans of Arab had learnt it from Zoroastrians.
Pagans were inattentive of the fact that the head of whatever dies naturally, besides

that it often dies because of a disease, has not been cut, and, therefore, the dirty

blood of its body has remained among the levels of its meat. This blood decays

.thereafter, and surely pollutes the meat, too
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Section 15: The Arch Enemies

Point

.The enemies' plots Enemies shall not succeed They shall meet disgraceful end

ارًوُن هَُل  انْلعَجَوَ  هُا  - نْییَحْاَفَ اتًْیمَ  نَاک  نْمَ  وَاَ  - 122

سِاّنلا یِف  هِب  یشمْیَ 

اهْنِم جٍرِاخِب  سَْیَل  تِا  - مُل - ُّظلا یِف  هُُلثَمَ  نْمَکَ 

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  ام  نَیرِفا  - کْلِل ِیزُ  نَّ کَِل  ذکَ 

Is he who was dead (with ignorance and polytheism) and we gave him life (by . " 122
Our guidance) and provided him with a light by which he walks among the people, as

one whose likeness is in the shadows (of ignorance and polytheism) and he cannot

come forth from them ? Thus has been made fair seeming for the disbelievers what

." they were doing

Commentary : verse 122

In this verse, a person who has been misguided and Allah has guided him thereafter,
is resembled to a person who has been dead and He has given him life. For such a

person, Allah has appointed a light by which he can diffuse light among people. And He

has resembled the person who has remained in his misguidance to a person who

.walks in darkness without having a guide, and he does not go out from that darkness

 : The Qur'ān says

Is he who was dead (with ignorance and polytheism) and we gave him life (by Our " 
guidance) and provided him with a light by which he walks among the people, as one

whose likeness is in the shadows (of ignorance and polytheism) and he cannot come

 ? ..." forth from them

However, the purpose of this light, mentioned in the above verse, is
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not only `the Qur'ān' and `the trainings of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)', but, in addition to

these, belief in Allah gives man a new insight, and a fresh concept, which broads the

scope of his vision from the material life, and from the inside of the material world,
.high up towards an extraordinary open vast world

Under the ray of this light, the one can find his way of life among people and can be

saved from a lot of mistakes which others may be entangled with because of greed

and avarice. Without that light, the one may fall in such mistakes as a result of

.materialistic thought, and domination of selfishness and low desires

 : There is a holy phrase, recorded in Islamic narrations, which says

.A believer looks by means of Allah's light." This phrase is a hint to this very fact " 

****
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اهیمرِجُْم رَِبا  - كاَ هٍیَرْقَ  لِّکُ  یف  انْلعَجَ  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 123

مْهِسِفُْناَِب لاِّا  نَورُکُمْیَ  اموَ  اهیف  اورُکُمْیَِل 

نَورُعُشْیَ اموَ 

And thus We have appointed in every town its leading criminals that they may . " 123
plot therein. Yet they do not plot except against their own selves but they are not

." aware

Commentary : verse 123

The content of this verse points to the situation of the misguided chiefs and the

leaders of infidelity and mischief. It implies that Allah has appointed some leading

persons in every town who take the way of committing sin, and by means of plot and

 : deceit, they pervert people from the straight path. The Qur'ānic text is recited

And thus We have appointed in every town its leading criminals that they may plot " 
. ..." therein

That is, the final end of disobedience and committing abundant sins was that they

became the robbers of the way of truth, and misled the servants of Allah from the

.straight path

 : So, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān continues saying

." Yet they do not plot except against their own selves but they are not aware "... 

It is clearly understood from this verse that the source of corruptions and calamities,
which encompass some societies, is the mischievous men of authority and

outstanding men inside these societies. These are those who, by kinds of plot and

.deceit, change the way of Allah and conceal the feature of truth from people

****
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یّتحَ نَِمؤُْن  نَْل  اوُلاق  هٌیَا  مْهُْتءَاج  اذِاوَ  - 124

هِّللا لُسُرُ  یَِتوُا  ام  لَْثِم  یتؤُْن 

هِّللا دَنعِ  رٌاغصَ  اوُمرَجْاَ  نَیذَّلا  بُیصُیسَ  هُتََلاسرِ  لُعَجْیَ  ثُْیحَ  مُلَعْاَ  هُّللاَ 

نَورُکُمْیَ اوُناک  امِب  دٌیدشَ  بٌاذعَوَ 

And when a Sign (from Allah) comes to them, they say: ` Never will we believe . " 124
.until we are given the like of what was given to Allah's apostles

Allah knows best where to place His apostleship. Soon there shall befall those who are

guilty humiliation from Allah and a severe punishment because of the plots they used

." to devise

Occasion of Revelation of verse 124

It has been narrated that this verse was revealed about a pagan by the name of

Walīd-ibn-Muqayrah. He was one of the well-known chiefs of the idol worshippers. He

was considered as their reflective faculty. He told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that if

prophecy were true, he was deserved to take that rank more than him because of

both his age, that was elder than the Prophet, (p.b.u.h.), and his wealth, which was

.(. more abundant than that of his (p.b.u.h

Commentary : verse 124

.Allah Appoints Prophets

In this verse, the Qur'ān shortly, but expressively, points to the kind of thoughts and

rediculous claims of these false leaders, or as the Qur'ān says : "... its leading criminals

 : ...",. when it says

And when a sign (from Allah) comes to them, they say: ` Never will we believe until " 
. ..." we are given the like of what was given to Allah's apostles
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The Qur'ān gives them a clear answer, and implies that it is not necessary for them to

teach Allah how He appoints His prophets and messengers, and among whom He

 : might choose them, because

. ..." Allah knows best where to place His apostleship "... 

It is evident that messengership relates neither to age and wealth nor to the

circumstances of tribes. But, before mentioning anything else, the necessary

conditions of it are : spiritual receptiveness, purity of inward, noble human virtues,
splendid thoughts, strong decisions, and, finally, an extra ordinary piety and morality

with the stage of inerrancy. The existence of these qualities, especially the quality of

the receptiveness of the rank of inerrancy; are some things that none knows exept

Allah. How far the difference is between these conditions and what they have

 ! mentioned

The successor(s) of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should also have all the qualities and

conditions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), except revelation and divine legislation. That is,
such a successor is both the protector of the religion and divine laws, and the

guardian of the religion and its regulations, and the spritual and material leader of

people. That is why he must have both the position of inerrancy and immunity of fault

and sin so that he can fulfil his mission, and to become a trusty example and a leader

.whom is obeyed

For this very reason, such a successor is also chosen by Allah, not by people or by a
consultative committee. It is only Allah Who knows where to place this position, not

.people

So, at the end of the verse, the Qur'ān has stated the fate of such sinners and false

leaders who claim too much. It indicates that for the plots and deceits that these

sinners applied to make people astray, soon they will be put in humiliation and in an

:intensive punishment before Allah. It says

Soon there shall befall those who are guilty humiliation from Allah and a severe "... 
." punishment because of the plots they used to devise
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With their wrong actions, these self-lovers wanted to protect their social situation and

grandour, but Allah will despise them so much that they feel the most painful spiritual

.tortures then

****
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مِلاسْلاِِْل هُرَدْصَ  حْرَشْیَ  هُیَدِهْیَ  نْاَ  هُّللا  دِرُِی  نْمَفَ  - 125

اجًرَحَ ِیضَ  اقًّ هُرَدْصَ  لْعَجْیَ  هَُّلضُِی  نْاَ  دْرُِی  نْمَوَ 

ءِامَّسلا یِف  دَُّعَّصیَ  امَّناَکَ 

نَیذَّلا یلَعَ  سَجْرِّلا  هُّللا  لُعَجْیَ  کَِل  ذکَ 

نَوُنِمؤُْی لا 

Therefore, whomever Allah intends that He should guide him aright, He opens . " 125
;his breast to Islam

and whomever He intends that He should cause him to send astray, He makes his

.breast narrow and straitened as if he were ascending upwards into the sky

." Thus does Allah lay abomination on those who do not believe

Commentary : verse 125

The purpose of the divine guidance and misguidance is to provide the means of

guidance for those who deserve it, and to ruin those means for those who are not

.eligible of it

The objective meaning of the Qur'ānic term / Sạdr / (breast) is `heart and spirit', and,
therefore, the purpose of `opening the breast' is broading the scope of mind and

thought, as well as the height of spirit, for accepting the Truth and guidance. This

situation needs that the person renounces the low desires and wishes of his heart. He

who has not ` an open breast ' usually remains inside of himself and does not dare to

come out. The fruit of ` an open breast ' is, firstly, insight and luminosity. and,
.secondly, a tender heart which accepts the Truth

.Thus, accepting the Truth necessarily needs an innate receptiveness and capacity

Therefore, whomever Allah intends that He should guide him aright, He opens his " 
; ..." breast to Islam
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And, the one who is not ready to accept the Truth, can not ascend into the sky of

.cognition

and whomever He intends that He should cause him to send astray, He makes his "... 
. ..." breast narrow and straitened as if he were ascending upwards into the sky

The result of coming out from the course of natural disposition, intellect, and nature is
.saffocation, straitened circumstances, and stresses

The corruptors are indeed entangled with straitened circumstances and stresses,
.although they see themselves in a worldly apparent welfare and progression

." Thus does Allah lay abomination on those who do not believe "... 

****
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تِا - يلاْا انَْلَّصفَ  دْقَ  امًیقتَسُْم  کَِّبرَ  طُا  رصِ  اذ  - هوَ - 126

نَورَُّکَّذیَ مٍوْقَِل 

And this is the path of your Lord; straight. Indeed We have explained the Signs . " 126
." for people who take admonition

Commentary : verse 126

One of Allah's ways of treatment is that He appoints `open breasts' for the clear-
hearted truth-seekers; and, on the contrary, those obstinate disbelievers who flee

.from Faith are involved with abomination and lack of divine aid

.Therefore, all ways, save the way of Allah, are either false or blind

. ..." And this is the path of your Lord; straight " 

.Allah has completed the argument to all, if they are of those who are attentive

." We have explained the Signs for people who take admonition "... 

***
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مْهِِّبرَ دَنعِ  مِلاَّسلا  رُاد  مْهَُل  - 127

مْهُُّیِلوَ وَهُوَ 

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناک  امِب 

For them shall be the abode of peace with their Lord, and He is their Guardian . " 127
." because of what they used to do

Commentary : verse 127

In Heaven, there is no harshness, competition, contradiction, accusation and

jealousy, grudge and lie, grief, and no kind of worriment, death, disease, poverty and

.so on

 ..." For them shall be the abode of peace " 

And, above the bounty of security and peace, there is the existence of being under the

.light of especial grace of Allah therein

Briefly speaking, the inhabitants of Heaven are those who, like the near-stationed

.angels and even higher than them, have rank of nearness with their Lord

, ..." with their Lord "... 

However, reaching to the divine security and guardianship can be obtained under the

 : light of (good) deeds. The verse says

." and He is their Guardian because of what they used to do "... 

****
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اعًیمجَ مْهُرُشُحْیَ  مَوْیَوَ  - 128

سِْنلاِْا نَِم  مُْترْثَکْتَسْا  دِقَ  نِّجِْلا  رَشَْعمَا  ي-

سِْنلاِْا نَِم  مْهُؤُایِلوْاَ  لَاقوَ 

انَل تَْلَّجاَ  يذَّلا  انَلَجَاَ  انْغلََبوَ  ضٍْعبَِب  انضُْعَب  عَتَمْتَسْا  انََّبرَ 

هُّللا ءَاش  ام  لاِّا  اهیف  نَیدِلا  مْکُ خ- - لوْثمَ رُاّنلا  لَاق 

مٌیلعَ مٌیکحَ  کََّبرَ  َّنِا 

,And on the day He musters all together, (addressing the Satans of jinn . " 128

He says:) ` O' assembly of jinn ! you took away a great part of mankind.' And their

 : friends from among the human beings will say

O' our Lord ! Some of us profited by others and we have reached our term which ` 
.' You had assigned for us

(, He will say : `The fire is your abode, to remain in it (forever

except that Allah wills (to forgive some of you)'. Verily your Lord is All-Wise, All-
." Knowing

Commentary : verse 128

 : Following the former matters, the Qur'ān says

And on the day He musters all together, (addressing the Satans of jinn, He says:) ` O' " 
.'..." assembly of jinn ! you took away a great part of mankind

Then those of human beings who had followed them will say that they profited from

 : each other. The verse says

And their friends from among the human beings will say : ` O' our Lord ! some of us "... 
 ..." profited by others
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The interest that the jinns have benefited from human beings is that they have been

their chiefs and masters and those human beings have obeyed their low desires and

lusts. The interest that human beings have benefited from jinns is that the jinns have

ornamented the vain pleasures and lusts before their eyes and have made them

amused by these
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.apparently fair things

.'..." and we have reached our term which You had assigned for us "... 

This part of the verse means that they say: ` We have reached the death You had

.' appointed for us

Some commentators say that the purpose of this statement is to point to the

.resurrection of the dead in Hereafter

(, ..." He will say: ` The Fire is your abode, to remain in it (forever "... 

Addressing such people, Allah says that Hell Fire is their dwelling place and they will

.remain in punishment there forever

Returning from Fire is an exception which refers to guilty Muslims. If He pleases, He

.will punish them; and if He wills, He will forgive them by His grace

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān says that Allah is Wise in His affairs, and He knows

.every thing

." Verily your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing "... 

****
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اضًْعَب نَیمِلا  - ظّلا ضَْعَب  یّلوَُن  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 129

نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناک  امِب 

And thus do We make some of the iniquitous to befriend others on account of . " 129
." what they used to earn

Commentary : verse 129

As a trial, Allah may leave the unjust to themselves and make them friends of each

other in order that they show affection to each other. In this case, their retribution,
that He will give them, will be as much as they deserve. So, similar to the situation of

the transgressors among jinn and human, on the Resurrection Day, when Allah will

refer them to each other and He will declare Himself to be clear of them, we will refer

.the unjust to each other, too

There are some persons who have followed some persons other than Allah. They will

be left to their masters on that Day, and will be told to go to them for the deliverance

.from Fire

The purpose of this statement is to announce them that, on the Resurrection Day,
.there will not be any friend to save them from the chastisement

In other words, as a result of the friendship and affection that they had between

(themselves, they will be sent to the Hell following each other. (1

And thus do We make some of the iniquitous to befriend others on account of what " 
." they used to earn
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the commentary) A tradition indidicates that when Allah is pleased with the deeds of a
group of people, He will refer their affairs to some good persons; but when He is not

pleased with their deeds, He may put their affairs in the hands of some evil ones.
((Kashf-ul- 'Asrār, the commentary
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Section 16: The Decreed Punishment Shall be unavoidable

Point

The warning against the sure punishment The decreed punishment being

unavoidable The

.superstitious infanticide Every soul shall bear witness against its own self

سِنلاِْاوَ نِّجِْلا  رَشَْعمَا  ي- - 130

یتا - يا مْکُْیلَعَ  نَوُّصقُیَ  مْکُنِم  لٌسُرُ  مْکُِتأْیَ  مَْلاَ 

اذ مْکُِموْیَ ه- ءَاقِل  مْکَُنورُذِنُیوَ 

انسِفُناَ یلعَ  اندْهِشَ  اوُلاق 

مْهِسِفُناَ یلعَ  اودُهِشَوَ  ایْنُّدلا  هُویحَْلا  مُهُْتَّرغَوَ 

نَیرِفا اوُناک ك- مْهَُّناَ 

 ! O' assembly of the jinn and mankind . " ` 130

,Did there not come to you messengers from yourselves

 ? ' recounting to you My Signs and warning you of the meeting of this Day

.' They will say : `We bear witness against ourselves

And the life of this world deceived them, and they will bear witness against their own

.selves that they were (constantly) disbelievers

Commentary : verse 130

:On the Day of Judgement, Allah (s.w.t.) will tell the cruel Satanic persons

O' assembly of the jinn and mankind ! Did there not come to you messengers from " ` 
, ..." yourselves
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Of course, all Divine prophets were appointed from humankind, but since the totality

of jinn and men have been addressed at first, due to this
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respect, the prophets have been attributed to all, too, although they have been from

.the same kind

 ? '..." recounting to you My Signs and warning you of the meeting of this Day "... 

These prophets recited the proofs and verses of Allah to you, and they warned you of

.meeting such a Day, too

They will say : ` We bear witness against ourselves.' And the life of this world "... 
deceived them, and they will bear witness against their own selves that they were

.(constantly) disbelievers

This confession of the sinners, which occurs before Allah on the Day of Judgement,
denotes the fact that they have accepted that Allah's argument has been completed

.to them, and He has sent prophets and guides toward them

However, it is also narrated by Ibn-`Abbas that every prophet was chosen from

among human beings, and then, that human-prophet would choose a messenger for

.jinns from among themselves

****
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مٍْل - ظُِب يرقُْلا  کَِلهُْم  کَُّبرَ  نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْاَ  کَِل  ذ  - 131

نَوُلِفا اهُلهْاَوَ غ-

This is because your Lord would never destroy the towns unjustly while their . " 131
." people were negligent

Commentary : verse 131

One of Allah's ways of treatment is that, by sending prophets and different kinds of

warning, He shows right and wrong to people and states the facts for them to

complete the argument. It is in that case that if they behave heedlessly, He will punish

.them

This general law and way of treatment is referred to in numerous verses of the

Qur'ān, including : Sura-Ash-Shu`arā, No. 26, verse 208

which says: " And We did not destroy any town but it had (its) warners :", and Sura Al-
." 'Isrā', No. 17, verse 15 where it says : "... nor do We chastise until We raise an apostle

Therefore Allah's chastisements are given because of justice which exists in the

.Essence of His Lordship

Regarding to this, it can be said that punishment without former statement of

.admonishment and warning, is unjust and is a vice

This is because your Lord would never destroy the towns unjustly while their people " 
." were negligent

****
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لٍِفا - غِب کَُّبرَ  اموَ  اوُلمِعَ  امِّم  تٌا  - جرَدَ لٍّکُِلوَ  - 132

نَوُلمَْعیَ امّعَ 

And for all (men) there are ranks in accordance with what they have done, and . " 132
." your Lord is not heedless of what they do

Commentary : verse 132

.Allah is just and He gives everyone the rank due to the deeds the one has performed

Thus, both the felicity and evil fortune of people depend on their own deeds and

.conduct

And for all (men) there are ranks in accordance with what they have done, and your " 
." Lord is not heedless of what they do

****
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هِمَحَّْرلا وذُ  ُّیِنغَْلا  کَُّبرَوَ  - 133

ءُاشیَ ام  مکُدِْعَب  نِْم  فِْلخْتَسْیَوَ  مْکُْبهِذُْی  أْشَیَ  نِْا 

نَیرخَا مٍوْقَ  هَِّیرِّذُ  نِْم  مْکُاَشَْناَ  امکَ 

نَیزجِْعمُِب مُْتْناَ  اموَ  تآَل  نَودُعَوُت  ام  َّنِا  - 134

And your Lord is Self-Sufficient, the Lord of Mercy, if He pleases, He may take . " 133
you off, and make whom He pleases successors after you, just as He produced you

." from the descendants of other people

Verily what you are promised, will certainly come, and you cannot make (Allah) . " 134
(." helpless (to flee from His retribution

Commentary : verses 133-134

In the previous verses the statement was about rewards justly and without atrocity

given to the eligible persons. Here, in this verse, the Qur'ān refers to the Mercy and

.Self-Sufficience of Allah, both of which are reasons to His Justice

 : The verse says

, ..." And your Lord is Self-Sufficient, the Lord of Mercy " 

.That is, your Lord is not in need of His servants and their worships

He is the owner of clemency. He bestows mercy upon people. He enjoins them to do

.some duties in order to deliver some great benefits to them

These benefits are not obtainable unless through the way of being eligible of them.
This eligibility can be gainded by means of fulfilling the divine duties accompanied with

.glorification and veneration unto Allah

,if He pleases "... 

He may take you off, and make whom He pleases successors after you, just as He
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." produced you from the descendants of other people

The Qur'ān addresses the sinners and says that if Allah pleased He (s.w.t.) would

destroy all of you. Then, after your destruction and your annihilation, He would

appoint another group instead of you who should
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obey Him, just as the same form that He created you from the generation of other

.people who existed before you

****

Verily what you are promised, will certainly come, and you cannot make (Allah) " 
(." helpless (to flee from His retribution

It is completely sure that whatever you are promisel to, such as resurrection, reward

and retribution, and the varieties of situations and differences which there are

between the ranks of Heaven and the levels of Hell Fire, will certainly come, while you

.are not outside the sovereignty and realm of Allah

****
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لٌِماع یّنِا  مْکُِتَناکمَ  یلعَ  اوُلمَعْا  مِوْقَا  لُْق ي- - 135

رِادّلا هُبَِقا  هَُل ع- نُوکُتَ  نْمَ  نَومُلَْعتَ  فَوْسَفَ 

نَومُِلا - ظّلا حُِلْفُی  هَُّنِا لا 

.Say: ` O' my people ! act according to your ability; verily I too act . " 135

.Then soon you will know for whom will be the (good) end of the abode

 '." Surely the unjust will not be felicitous

Commentary : verse 135

The verse announces to the disbelievers that they act as far as they can and do their

best as much as it is possible for them, and also in a form that their possibilities let

.them

; ..." Say: ` O' my people ! act according to your ability " 

.It is so that I, in my turn, do my best, too

 ..." verily I too act "... 

The purpose of this part of the verse is that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says to the

disbelievers that they might remain in their infidelity and hostility, and he (the

.Prophet) would persist on Islam and be affirmed in patience before them, too

. ..." Then soon you will know for whom will be the (good) end of the abode "... 

It will not be very late that you will come to know which of us will have a good and

.admirable end

." Surely the unjust will not be felicitous "... 

This phrase has been added as a warning and threat of punishment when it says that

.the unjust will not he successful in reaching to their own ideal

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 2993 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


****
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ابًیصَن مِا  - عْنلاَْاوَ ثِرْحَْلا  نَِم  اَرَذَ  امِّم  هِّلِل  اوُلعَجَوَ  - 136

انِئاکرَشُِل اذ  - هوَ مْهِمِعْزَِب  هِّلِل  اذ  اوُلاقفَ ه-

مْهِِئاکرَشُِل نَاک  امفَ 

مْهِِئاکرَشُ یلِا  لُصِیَ  وَهُفَ  هِّلِل  نَاک  اموَ  هِّللا  یَلِا  لُصِیَ  لافَ 

نَومُکُحْیَ ام  ءَاس 

And they (the polytheists) assigned to Allah out of what He has created of tilth . " 136
 : and cattle, a portion, and said

.' This is for Allah', according to their assertion, `And this is for our associates`

Then what is for their associates does not reach Allah, and what is for Allah reaches

 !" their associates. (How) evil is the judgement that they make

Commentary : verse 136

Those who go out of the path of prophets' training and enter the land of imagination,
their statements and decisions are also imaginary and without logic. They consider

.themselves the possessors of everything, and set divisions between them

Once they know sons as their own share and daughters as Allah's share : " What ! for

you the male and for Him the females." (Sura An-Najm, No. 53, verse 21). And another

 : time, according to their imagination, they divide tilth and cattle. The verse says

And they (the polytheists) assigned to Allah out of what He has created of tilth and " 
cattle, a portion, and said : `This is for Allah', according to their assertion, `And this is

.' for our associates

Then what is for their associates does not reach Allah, and what is for Allah reaches

. ..." their associates

.Polytheists imagined that the share of their idols was unchangeable
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Therefore, they spent it upon idol temples and the servants therein; but when the

money of expenditure was insufficient, they expended the share
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of God for idol-temples, for the reason that the God of the skies was free from want.
.They expended it neither for infants, nor for the poor, nor for guests

 !" How) evil is the judgement that they make "... )

.They judge badly, because they consider their idols prior to God

They do something which is neither legal nor religious. And, which judgement is more

indecent and more shameful than this that a person supposes a worthless piece of

wood or stone higher than the Creator of the world of existence ? Can a degradation

 ? of thought worse than this be considered

****
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نَیکرِشْمُْلا نَِم  رٍیثکَِل  نََّیزَ  کَِل  ذکَوَ  - 137

مْهُنَید مْهِْیلَعَ  اوسُِبْلیَِلوَ  مْهُودُرُْیِل  مْهُؤُاکرَشُ  مْهِدِلاوْاَ  لَْتقَ 

نَورُتَْفیَ اموَ  مْهُرْذَفَ  هُوُلعَفَ  ام  هُّللا  ءَاش  وَْلوَ 

And thus their associates have made fair seeming to most of the polytheists the . " 137
killing of their children, that they may destroy them and confound their religion for

.them

.And had Allah pleased they would not have done so

." Therefore, leave them with what they forge

Commentary : verse 137

Here, Allah refers to another indecent quality of the specifications of these people.
 : The verse says

And thus their associates have made fair seeming to most of the polytheists the " 
, ..." killing of their children

As they assigned share from their tilth and cattle for God, Satans also made fair

.seeming killing their daughters and burying them alive for fear of poverty and scorn

Some commentators have said that the custom of killing daughters came forth from

the time when Nu`mān-ibn-Munthir plundered a tribe of Arabs and took their females

captive. The daughter of Qays-ibn-`Āsim was also among the captives. When the two

parties made peace, all women went their own homes except Qays' daughter, who

preferred to stay among the enemy's troop. Qays made an oath that he would bury

.alive any daughter was born in his house

 ..." that they may destroy them "... 

The Arabic sign `li', in this part of the verse, refers to the end of the action. Then the

phrase means that the result of ornamentation of slaying child was the destruction of
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.people

There were, of course, some obstinate persons among them who intended to kill

.them, too

 ..." and confound their religion for them "... 
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.Another result was that their religion became dubious to them and they hesitated

 ..." And had Allah pleased they would not have done so "... 

If Allah (s.w.t.) had desired to prohibit them its performance, or to force them to

abandon it, He would have done it and prevented them from doing that. But this work

.did not fit to responsibility, which is an arbitrary affair

." Therefore, leave them with what they forge "... 

Do leave them then with their lies and calumnies and let them be in their own state,
.for Allah will retribute them. This phrase is stated in the utmost threat

This verse indicates that ornamentation of slaying and slaughter itself both were

.among their own practices, and they were liars when they attributed it to Allah

****
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رٌجْحِ ثٌرْحَوَ  مٌا  - عْناَ هذِ  اوُلاقوَ ه- - 831

ءُاشَن نْمَ  لاِّا  اهمُعَطْیَ  لا 

مْهِمِعْزَِب

اهَْیلَعَ هِّللا  مَسْا  نَورُکُذْیَ  مٌا لا  - عْناَوَ اهرُوهُظُ  تْمَرِّحُ  مٌا  - عْناَوَ

هِْیلَعَ ءًارِتْفا 

نَورُتَْفیَ اوُناک  امِب  مْهِیزجْیَسَ 

And they said: ` These are cattle and tillage prohibited. None may eat . " 138

them except whom we please' so they assert `and (there are) cattle whose

'backs are forbidden and cattle over which they do not mention Allah's name

.forging a lie against Him

." Soon He will requite them for what they used to forge

Commentary : verse 138

The Qur'ān has referred to another false belief of idolaters' notion in this verse. They

considered camels, cows, sheep, and tilth unlawful, with their own imagination, and

they divided them for gods. They said that none could eat from their meat unless they

.would let

And they said: ` These are cattle and tillage prohibited. None may eat them except " 
 ..." whom we please ' so they assert

When the holy verse says "So they assert" it means that they had no reason for this

.action of theirs, but they encumbered themselves only imaginarily

 ..." and (there are) cattle whose backs are forbidden "... `

The objective meaning of the cattle on whose backs they believed was unlawful to
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 : ride, were as follows

A she-camel which had brought forth ten she-camel issues; and a she-camel which

had brought forth five issues and her ears were slit; and a male camel which had

caused ten issues. (Refer to the commentary of
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.( verse 103 from Sura 5, too

and cattle over which they do not mention Allah's name' forging a lie against Him "... 
..."

Mujāhid, a commentator, says that there were some cattle over which, and over their

limbs, they did not mention the name of Allah, and they did not perform pilgrimage

rites on them as well. Or, when slaughtering them, they mentioned the names of idols

over them, not the name of Allah. They used to do these things with the reason that

.Allah had commanded them to do so. But that was a lie and a calumny

." Soon He will requite them for what they used to forge "... 

Allah will give them soon their retribution for the lies and calumnies they used to forge

.against Him

****
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اوُلاقوَ - 139

انجِ وزْاَ  یلعَ  مٌَّرحَُموَ  انرِوکُذُِل  هٌصَِلاخ  مِا  - عْنلاَْا هِذِ  نِوطُُب ه- یف  ام 

ءُاکرَشُ هِیف  مْهُفَ  هًتَْیمَ  نْکُیَ  نِْاوَ 

-مْ هُفَصْوَ -مْ  هِیزجْیَسَ

مٌیلعَ مٌیکحَ  هَُّنِا 

And they said: ` What is in the bellies of these cattle is exclusively for our males . " 139
and forbidden to our wives. But if it be born dead, then all of them are partners in it.
Soon He will requite them for their attributing (falsehood to Him). Verily He is All-Wise,

." All-Knowing

Commentary : verse 139

Point

Here, Allah narrates one of another false meaning of their statements. The Qur'ān

 : says

And they said: ` What is in the bellies of these cattle is exclusively for our males and " 
. ..." forbidden to our wives

The pagans, whom were discussed about formerly, said that whatever was in the

wombs of those cattle, whose meat and riding on them was unlawful for them, was

.exclusively men's, and women were prohibited to consume it

When it is said that something belongs exclusively to someone, it means that there is
.no partner for it. It is similar to an action to be done exclusively for Allah

 : The term `male' mentioned in this verse, in Arabic, originally means

honour, nobility,. The male gender was nobler in the view of them than female`

.gender
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. ..." But if it be born dead, then all of them are partners in it "... 

 : If the issue was born dead, men and women could share in it. Next, the verse says

(. ..." Soon He will requite them for their attributing (falsehood to Him "... 
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.That is, they will be punished soon for their false attribution and wrong manner

." Verily He is All-Wise, All-Knowing "... 

Allah (s.w.t.) is All-Wise, and according to His Wisdom, He either preceeds or

postpondes the retribution of persons. He is also All-Knowing and, therefore, He is

.aware of their deeds

Four vices relating to belief

.This verse numerates four vices concerning the belief practised by the disbelievers

They slaughtered animals without Allah's leave. 2) They ate the meat of animals, ( 1
and, claiming that they had been purified, they belied Allah. 3) They made the small

freed camels unlawful for women. 4) With no reason, a dead born issue was lawful for

.both men and women

****
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مٍْلعِ رِْیغَِب  ً-ا  هفَسَ مْهُدَلاوْاَ  اوُلتَقَ  نَیذَّلا  رَسِخَ  دْقَ  - 140

هِّللا یلَعَ  ءًارِتْفا  هُّللا  مُهُقَزَرَ  ام  اوُمَّرحَوَ 

نَیدتَهُْم اوُناک  اموَ  اوُّلضَ  دْقَ 

Indeed are lost those who slay their children foolishly without knowledge, and . " 140
.forbid what Allah has provided them, forging falsehood against Allah

." They have certainly gone astray and they are not guided aright

Commentary : verse 140

Point

Ibn-`Abbās has said that whoever wishes to know the quantity of the ignorance of

the peoples at the time of pre Islamic ignorance, may recite the verses of Sura Al-
(. 'An`ām, (Those very verses that were previously discussed

The ignorant Arabs, imagining to become nigh to the idols, or on the supposition that

they would protect honour and nobility, sacrificed their daughters before idols or

.buried them alive

Once there happened that a man came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and explained the

cause of his worriedness to him. The man said that at the Age of Ignorance Allah had

given him a daughter. He wanted to kill her but her wife severely hindered him from

committing that action. That girl matured and there came a solicitor for her. His zeal

did not let him to accept the situation. On the other hand, it was not approriate for her

to remain without husband, either. One day, he brought her to a field outside the town

.and dropped her down into a well. Whatever more she moaned, he did not care

At this time, the messenger of Allah wept and said: " Had it not been that the past as

." forgiven, I would have punished you

 : Explanations
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.Superstitions are condemned with the most intensive statements . 1

Ignorance and foolishness are the causes of loss. (These losses . 2
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may be like losing a child, damage in emotion, the absence of lawful (hạlāl) bounties,
.( Hell, and Allah's punishment

 ..." Indeed are lost those who slay their children foolishly " 

The greatest damage is the sacrificial state of man in the way of falsehood, whether . 3
.to be sacrificed for idols or to be sacrificed by false imaginations and undue zeals

.Banning something needs either a canonical evidence or a rational demonstration . 4

without knowledge, and forbid what Allah has provided them, forging falsehood "... 
.against Allah

." They have certainly gone astray and they are not guided aright

The undue banning of lawful things is a belie forging against Allah; and it is . 5
.forbidden

 ..." and forbid what Allah has provided them "... 

****
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Section 17: The Divine Gifts The Self-Imposed Prohibitions

Point

.The various kinds of Divine Gifts The self-imposed prohibitions of the idolaters

تٍا - شورُْعمَ رَْیغَوَ  تٍاشورُْعمَ  تٍا  - نّجَ اَشَْناَ  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  - 141

هُُلکُُا افًِلتَخُْم  عَرَّْزلاوَ  لَخَّْنلاوَ 

هٍِبا - شتَُم رَْیغَوَ  اهًِبا  - شتَُم نَامُّّرلاوَ  نَوُتْیَّزلاوَ 

هدِا - صحَ مَوْ  -هُ يَ- َّقحَ اوُتا  رَمَْثاَ وَ  اذِا  هرِمََث  نِْم  اوُلکُ 

اوُفرِسُْت لاوَ 

نَیفرِسْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّنِا لا 

,And He it is Who produces gardens trellised and untrellised . " 141

and the date-palm, and crops of diverse flavour, and the olive and the pomegrate, like

,and unlike. Eat of its fruit when it fructifies

;and give its due on the day of harvest, and do not act extravagantly

(." verily He does not love the extravagant (ones

Commentary : verse 141

In this verse, Allah, the Glorified, refers to the creation of gardens, vineyards, and

 : tilths. The verse begins as follows

, ..." And He it is Who produces gardens trellised and untrellised " 

The Arabic term /ma`rūŝāt/ (trellised) points to those tall bushes which are supported

on trellis-work, while the term /qayra ma`rūŝāt/ means those bushes which have not

.any trellis-work and spread on the ground
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, ..." and the date-palm, and crops of diverse flavour

The Lord has brought forth the date-palms and farmings which contain of fruits and

products with various colours, tastes, masses, and
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.smells

. ..." and the olive and the pomegrate, like and unlike "... 

Allah created the trees of olive and pomegranate while some of them are similar to

.others in view points of taste, colour, and mass, and some of them are not

, ..." Eat of its fruit when it fructifies "... 

The purpose of this phrase is that from the beginning time of the appearance of the

fruit, its eating is permissible. None should doubt that it is not allowed to consume it
.before the fruit fructifies or the time of picking it off comes

, ..." and give its due on the day of harvest "... 

.When the time of harvest comes and you gather the product, you should pay its due

The objective meaning of the Qur'ānic term /hạqq/ here is some bandles of harvested

corps and those handfuls of fruits that farmers and gardeners usually give in charity

.to the poor. This meaning has been narrated from the immaculate Imams

Some other commentators have said that the purpose of this part of the verse is the

poor-due which contains of one tenth or half of it (one twentieth). The aim of this

commandment is that this alms giving should not be postponed from the first possible

.time

;and do not act extravagantly "... 

(." verily He does not love the extravagant (ones

When you give things in charity do not act extravaganlty, in a manner that you give all

.of the product in charity and do not keep anything for your own family members

****
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هُّللا مُکُقَزَرَ  امِّم  اوُلکُ  اشًرْفَوَ  هًَلومُحَ  مِا  - عْنلاَْا نَِموَ  - 142

نٌیبُم ٌّودُعَ  مْکَُل  هَُّنِا  نِا  - طْیَّشلا تِا  وطُخُ  اوعُِبَّتتَ  لاوَ 

And of the cattle some are bearers of burden and some (low fit) for spreading. . " 142
,Eat of what Allah has provided you with

." and do not follow the footsteps of Satan, verily he is a manifest foe for you

Commentary : verse 142

The objective meaning of the Arabic word `farsh', in this verse, is some cattle like

sheep which for the nearness of their bodies to the ground are considered as spread;

.or that some spreads are waved from their wool, down, and hair

The usage of wool, hair and skin of cattle is also pointed out in Sura An-Nahḷ, No. 16,
:verse 80. It says

And Allah has given you a place to abide in your houses, and He has given you tents " 
of the skins of cattle which you find light to carry on the day of your march and on the

day of your halting, and of their wool and their fur and their hair (He has given you)
." household stuff and a provision for a time

In the previous verse, the names of a few fruits were mentioned, and here, in this

verse, some of the blessings of cattle are referred to. Thus, bearers of burden and

spread have been connected to the fruits and gardens which were mentioned in the

.previous verse

. ..." And of the cattle some are bearers of burden and some (low fit) for spreading " 

Most of the commentators have rendered the `bearers of burden' into those cattle

which carry burdens, and `spreading' into cattle which do not carry burdens. In the

.former verse agriculture was referred to, and in this verse it points to keeping cattle

Therefore, the existence of the world and all His created things are purposefully and

.wisely tamed to humankind
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concerning cattles, the general law and principal is that their meat is lawful to be

.consumed, except that there is a reason for their prohibition

,Eat of what Allah has provided you with "... 

." and do not follow the footsteps of Satan, verily he is a manifest foe for you
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نِْینَْثا زِْعمَْلا  نَِموَ  نِْینَْثا  نِأَّْضلا  نَِم  جٍا  وزْاَ  هَیَِنا  - مَث - 143

نِْییَثَْنلاُْا مُاحَرْاَ  هِْیلَعَ  تْلَمَتَشْا  اَّماَ  نِْییَثَْنلاُْا  مِاَ  مََّرحَ  نِْیرَکََّذلاءَ  لُْق 

نَیقدِا مُْتْنکُ ص- نِْا  مٍْلعِِب  ِبَن  ینوُئّ

Allah has made lawful of livestock) eight in pairs . " ) 143

of sheep a pair and of goats a pair. Say : `Has He forbidden the two males or

 ? the two females or what is contained in the wombs of the two females

 ! " Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful

Commentary : verse 143

As an explanation, in this verse some of the animals whose meat is lawful to be eaten

and some other animals which are both bearers of burden and useful for men in their

 : food, are detailed. It says

.Allah has made lawful of livestock) eight in pairs of sheep a pair and of goats a pair " )
..."

After mentioning these four pairs, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is immediately

commanded to ask them clearly whether Allah has forbidden the males of those

animals or the females of them, or the animals which are in the wombs of ewes or in
 : those of she goats. The verse says

Say : `Has He forbidden the two males or the two females or what is contained in "... 
 ?..." the wombs of the two females

Then, the Qur'ān adds that if they are truthful and they have only reasonable

information and proof upon the prohibition of each of them, they may bring them

 : forth. The verse says

 ! " Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful "... 
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****
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نِْینَْثا رِقَبَْلا  نَِموَ  نِْینَْثا  لِِبلاِْا  نَِموَ  - 144

نِْییَثَْنلاُْا مُاحَرْاَ  هِْیلَعَ  تْلَمَتَشْا  اَّماَ  نِْییَثَْنلاُْا  مِاَ  مََّرحَ  نِْیرَکََّذلا  لُْق 

اذ - هِب هُّللا  مُکُ  - لصّوَ ذِْا  ءَادهَشُ  مُْتْنکُ  مْاَ 

مٍْلعِ رِْیغَِب  سَاّنلا  َّلضُِیِل  اًبذِکَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  يرتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مَُل  - ظْاَ نْمَفَ 

نَیمِلا - ظّلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هَّللا لا  َّنِا 

And of camels a pair and of oxen a pair. Say:` Has He forbidden the two males or . " 144
?the two females or what is contained in the wombs of the two females

 ? ' Or were you witnesses when Allah enjoined you this

Who, then, is more unjust than him who forges a lie against Allah to mislead the

 ? people without knowledge

." Verily Allah does not guide the unjust people

Commentary : verse 144

.There are four more pairs of animals explained in this holy verse

 : It says

And of camels a pair and of oxen a pair. Say: ` Has He forbidden the two males or " 
 ?..." the two females or what is contained in the wombs of the two females

The commandment concerning to these animals that they are lawful or unlawful, is up

to Allah's Will, Who is the Creator of them and the Creator of human beings and the

.world of existence both

The former verse explicitly said that there was no reasonable and scientific proof with

the pagans upon the prohibition of these animals. And, since they did not claim that

they themselves were prophets nor the site of revelation, thus, the third probability

remains that they claim that when this commandment was issued, some of prophets
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 : were present and they were witnesses. It is such that it says

 ? ' ..." Or were you witnesses when Allah enjoined you this "... 

And, since the answer of this question has also been negative, it is
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.clearly proved that they had no capital in this regard save accusation and calumny

 : Therefore, at the end of the verse, it adds

Who, then, is more unjust than him who forges a lie against Allah to mislead the "... 
." people without knowledge ? Verily Allah does not guide the unjust people

It is understood from the above-mentioned verse that the act of belying against Allah

is one of the greatest unjusts : the unjust unto the Holy Essence of the Lord, the

.unjust unto the servants of Allah, and the unjust towards their own selves

****
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.Section 18: The Forbidden Food the Vain Excuses

Point

The forbidden foods the vain excuses of the disbelievers

.Allah's wrath can not be averted by the guilty ones

هُمُعَطْیَ مٍعِاط  یلعَ  امًَّرحَُم  َّیَلِا  یَحِوُا  ام  یف  دُجِاَ  لُْق لا  - 145

رٍیزِْنخِ مَحَْل  وْاَ  احًوفُسْمَ  امًدَ  وْاَ  هًتَْیمَ  نَوکُیَ  نْاَ  لاِّا 

هِب هِّللا  رِْیغَِل  َّلهُِا  اقًسِْف  وْاَ  سٌجْرِ  هَُّناِفَ 

مٌیحرَ رٌوفُغَ  کََّبرَ  َّناِفَ  دٍاع  لاوَ  غٍاب  رَْیغَ  َّرطُضْا  نِمَفَ 

Say: ` I do not find in what has been revealed to me anything forbidden for an . " 145
,eater to eat except it be carrion, or blood poured forth

,or the flesh of swine for that is indeed abomination or a transgression

,slain invoking (the name of) other than Allah

,but whoever is forced (to eat it by necessity), not desiring nor transgressing

." then surely your Lord is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary : verse 145

To make the divine prohibitions clear from the innovations that pagans had asserted

in the Divine creed, in this verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded to tell people

explicitly that there is no forbidden food for anybody, irrespective of men and women,
 : young and old, in what was revealed to him. The verse says

Say: ` I do not find in what has been revealed to me anything forbidden for an eater " 
 ..." to eat

This law lies with some exceptions. The first of them is that it should not be carrion.
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 : The verse continues saying

, ..." except it be carrion "... 

.And it should not be the blood which comes out of the animal's body
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, ..." or blood poured forth "... 

This blood is not the blood which remains inside the veins and capillary blood-vessels

among its flesh that comes out from the animal's vessels after cutting them and

.pouring a great deal of blood from them

 : The third exception is as follows

 ..." or the flesh of swine for that is indeed abomination "... 

All of these abovementioned things are disagreeable in man's nature and are the

.source of kinds of pollutions which cause some different damages

 : Then, The Qur'ān points to the fourth kind of these exceptions, and says

, ..." or a tranagression, slain invoking (the name of) other than Allah "... 

From the point of ethical and spiritual views, this action is a sign of being aloof from

.Allah and from the school of theism both

Thus, there are assigned two kinds of Islamic conditions for lawful slaughtering of an

animal. Some of these conditions, such as cutting the four main blood-vessels of the

animal and pouring forth its blood, have the aspect of hygiene, while some others,
such as setting the animal toward the direction of the Ka`bah, reciting the holy phrase

.: `Bis millah', and it being slaughtered by a Muslim, have spiritual aspects

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān has made an exception, from the usage of these

prohibited meats, those who are forced to eat them by necessity or because of lack of

any other food in order to protect their lives, but not for pleasure nor more than the

 : limits nor with the purpose of counting the divine unlawful things as lawful. It says

but whoever is forced (to eat it by necessity), not desiring nor transgressing, then "... 
." surely your Lord is Forgiving, Merciful

In fact, these two conditions are for the sake that some people do not take this

constrained circumstance as excuse for their transgression to the limits of the laws of
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.Allah
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رٍفُظُ يذ  َّلکُ  انْمَّرحَ  اودُاه  نَیذَّلا  یلَعَوَ  - 146

امهُمَوحُشُ مْهِْیلَعَ  انْمَّرحَ  مِنَغَْلاوَ  رِقَبَْلا  نَِموَ 

ایاوحَْلا وِاَ  امهُرُوهُظُ  تْلَمَحَ  ام  لاِّا 

مٍظْعَِب طَلَتَخْا  امَ  وْاَ 

مْهِِیْغبَِب مْهُا  - نْیزَجَ کَِل  ذ 

نَوُقدِا - صَل اّنِاوَ 

,And to those who were Jews We forbade every (animal) having claws . " 146

,and of oxen and sheep We forbade unto them the fat of both

.save what is upon their backs or the entrails or what is mixed with bones

This (prohibition) We recompensed them for their rebellion, and verily We are

." truthful

Commentary : verse 146

 : The Prohibitions and the Jews

In this verse a part of the prohibitions of the Jews are referred to in order to make it
clear that the forged and superstitious ordinances of the pagans were adapted

neither with the religion of Islam nor with the creed of the Jews, (nor with the

 : Christian creed which usually follows the creed of hte Jews). So, at first, it says

, ..." And to those who were Jews We forbade every (animal) having claws " 

Therefore, all the animals which have not `clean hoofs', whether they are cattle or

.birds, have been forbidden for the Jews

 : Then, it says
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, ..." and of oxen and sheep we forbade unto them the fat of both "...

 : Following this matter, it makes exception three instances from it. At first, it says

 ..." save what is upon their backs "... 
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.It continues saying about the fats that are on their sides and inside their bellies

 ..." or the entrails "... 

 : And the fats which are mixed with their bones

. ..." or what is mixed with bones "... 

Yet, at the end of the verse it announces that the prohibitions were not, in fact,
decreed upon the Jews, but because of unjust and transgression they committed, by

Allah's commandment, they became deprived from these kinds of meat and fat which

.they were interested in

, ..." This (prohibition) We recompensed them for their rebellion "... 

,And, as an emphasis, the Qur'ān adds that it is a fact

." and verily We are truthful "... 

****
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هٍعَسِا هٍمَحْرَ و  وذُ  مْکُُّبرَ  لْقُفَ  كَوُبَّذکَ  نْاِفَ  - 147

نَیمرِجْمُْلا مِوْقَْلا  نِعَ  هُسُأَْب  ُّدرَُی  لاوَ 

But if they belie you (O' Muhammad!), then say : `Your Lord is (full) of mercy all- . " 147
embracing, but (if they do not repent) His punishment will not be returned from the

." guilty people

Commentary : verse 147

Since the obstinacy of the Jews and pagans was clearly fixed and they might insist

and belie the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in this verse Allah commands His Messenger,
 : concerning this matter, as follows

But if they belie you (O' Muhammad!), then say : `Your Lord is (full) of mercy all- " 
, ..." embracing

This means that such a Lord does not punish you immediately. He gives you respite

maybe you repent and return from your wrong-doings, in order to come back unto

.Allah, when you become regretful

But if you abuse again this divine respite and continue the undue calumnies and

accusations that you used to act, do know that Allah's punishment is certain and, at

last, it will befall you, because His punishment is not something that can be removed

 : from the evil-doers. The verse says

but (if they do not repent) His punishment will not be returned from the guilty "... 
." people

This verse makes the greatness of the trainings of the Qur'ān manifest very clearly. It

declares that, after the explanation of all these wrong actions of the Jews and

pagans, yet He does not threaten them to punishment at once. At first, with some

affectionate words, He has left the way of return free for them in order that they be

encouraged and they return towards the Truth. But in order that the vast mercy of

Allah does not cause their daring, boldness and disobedience, and that they may
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leave their obstinacy, through the last phrase of the verse, the Qur'ān threatens them

.to the certain punishment of Allah

****
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انؤُابا لاوَ  انکْرَشْاَ  ام  هُّللا  ءَاش  وَْل  اوکُرَشْاَ  نَیذَّلا  لُوقُیَسَ  - 148

ْ ءٍ یْش نِْم  انْمَّرحَ  لاوَ 

انسَأَْب اوُقاذ  یّتحَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَّلا  بََّذکَ  کَِل  ذکَ 

انَل هُوجُرِخُْتفَ  مٍْلعِ  نِْم  مْکُدَْنعِ  لْهَ  لُْق 

نَوصُرُخْتَ لاِّا  -مْ  تُْناَ نِْا  َّن وَ  - َّظلا َّلاِا  نَوعُِبَّتتَ  نِْا 

Those who are polytheists will say: ` Had Allah wished we would not have . " 148
associated (aught with Him) nor our fathers, nor would we have forbidden anything.'
So did belie those who were before them until they tasted Our punishment. Say: `

 ? Have you any knowledge with you to adduce for Us

 '." You follow nothing but conjecture, and you are nothing but idle talkers

Commentary : verse 148

Following the expressions of the pagans, which were referred to through the former

verses, now some of their vain reasonings and the answers of them are pointed out in
this verse. At first, it implies that in answer to the Prophet's objections regarding

paganism and prohibition of the lawful sustenances, soon the pagans will say that had

Allah wished they would neither have become infidels nor would their ancestors have

turned to idolatry, nor would they have forbidden anything. Thus, they claim that

whatever they have done and they have said is entirely referred to the Will of Allah.
 : The verse says

Those who are polytheists will say: ` Had Allah wished we would not have " 
.' associated (aught with Him) nor our fathers, nor would we have forbidden anything

..."

Similar to many other evil-doers, pagans wanted to flee from the responsibility of

their wrong actions with the cover and under the title of determinism. In fact, they

claimed that Allah's silence, concerning idolatry and prohibition of some animals, was
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as a reason for His pleasure, since if He had not been pleased with those things He

should have
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.somehow prevented them from those things

But, the Qur'ān has decisively discussed answering them. At first, it says that they are

not alone who have forged such lies against Allah, but there were also some groups of

people in the past who told the same lies, and, finally, they confronted with results of

 : their wrong actions and tasted the punishment of Allah. The verse says

. ..." So did belie those who were before them until they tasted Our punishment "... 

Through their own statements, in fact, they both told lies, and belied the prophets. If

Allah was pleased with those deeds, how did He send messengers to invite them to

unity ? Principally, the invitation of prophets is itself the most important proof upon

.the freedom of man's will and choice

Then the Qur'ān inquires that if you have any reason for your claim, why do you not

 : bring if forth ? It adds

 ? ..." Say: ` Have you any knowledge with you to adduce for Us "... 

And, finally, the verse implies that you have certainly no proof for your claim, and you

 : follow merely your conjectures and your bare imaginations. It says

 '." You follow nothing but conjecture, and you are nothing but idle talkers "...

****
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نَیعمَجْاَ مْکُ  دهََل ل- ءَاش  وْلَفَ  هُغَِلا  - بْلا هَُّجحُْلا  هِّلِلفَ  لُْق  - 149

Say: ` Then to Allah (alone) belongs the conclusive argument. Had He wished, He . " 149
'." would have surely guided you all aright

Commentary : verse 149

In order to nullify the pagan's claim, the Qur'ān mentions another proof. It implies that

Allah has brought forth some clear and correct proofs upon the subject of His Unity as

well as the ordinances of lawful and unlawful things. They have been introduced by

the means of both the prophets of Allah, and through the way of intellect, so that

 : there remains no excuse for anyone. It says

. ..." Say: ` Then to Allah (alone) belongs the conclusive argument " 

Therefore, they can never claim that Allah has approved their undue deeds and

beliefs by His silence. They also can not claim that they are forced in doing their

deeds, because if they were forced, bringing forth those proofs, sending prophets,
and their preachings and invitations would entirely be in vain. Then, bringing forth

.those proofs is itself an evidence for the existence of free will in man

 : And, at the end of the verse, it says

 '." Had He wished, He would have surely guided you all aright "... 

But, if such a thing happened, neither that kind of belief could be worthy, nor the

deeds which are performed under its shade. The virtue and development of man is in
this fact that he accomplishes paving the path of guidance and felicity by himself and

.through his own free will

It has been narrated from Imam Kāzim (a.s.) who said : "Allah has two proofs upon

people : the outward proof and the inward proof. The outward proof contains of

prophets, messengers, and Imamaculate Imams; and the inward proof consists of

(intellects (and thoughts)."(1
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اذ مََّرحَ ه- هَّللا  َّناَ  نَودُهَشْیَ  نَیذَّلا  مُکُءَادهَشُ  َّمُلهَ  لُْق  - 150

مْهُعَمَ دْهَشْتَ  لافَ  اودُهِشَ  نْاِفَ 

انِتا - يا اوُبَّذکَ بِ- نَیذَّلا  ءَاوهْاَ  عِْبَّتتَ  لاوَ 

هِرَخِلاْاِب نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَّلاوَ لا 

نَوُلدِْعیَ مْهِِّبرَِب  مْهُوَ 

Say: ` Bring your witnesses who bear witness that Allah has forbidden this.' So if . " 150
,they bear witness, do not testify with them

,and do not follow the desires of those who deny Our Signs

and those who do not believe in the Hereafter, and they hold (others) equal with their

." Lord

Commentary : verse 150

In this verse, in order to make the falsity of their claims more clear, and also that the

proper principals of judgement be observed, the Qur'ān invites them to bring their

reputable witnesses, if they have any, proving that Allah has forbidden those animals

and tilths that they claim are prohibited. So, addressing the Messenger of Allah

 : (p.b.u.h.), the holy verse says

.' ..." Say: ` Bring your witnesses who bear witness that Allah has forbidden this " 

After that, it adds the words to imply that if they can not find any reputable witnesses,
whom they certainly may not find, and they suffice only to their own testification,

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should never follow them to testify what they claim

 : The verse says

, ..." So if they bear witness, do not testify with them "... 

The contexts indicate that these false ordinances of theirs have originated from some
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low desires and blindly imitations, because they have no evidence and proof from the

divine prophets nor from the heavenly
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.Books upon the prohibition of these things

 : That is why, in the continuation of the verse, it says

and do not follow the desires of those who deny Our Signs, and those who do not "... 
." believe in the Hereafter, and they hold (others) equal with their Lord

That is, idolatry, denial of the Hereafter and Resurretion, superstitions, and their

sensualities are some alive witnesses that these ordinances of theirs are also

artificial, and their claim about prohibition of these things from the side of Allah is

.groundless and worthless

****
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Section 19 : Guiding Regulations of Life

Point

.( Duties to Allah. self and others Allied laws in the scriptures given to Moses (a.s

اوَْلاعتَ لُْق  - 151

مْکُْیلَعَ مْکُُّبرَ  مََّرحَ  ام  لُْتاَ 

اًنا - سحِْا نِْیدَِل  وْلاِبوَ  ائًْیشَ  هِب  اوکُرِشُْت  لاّاَ 

قٍلاْمِا نِْم  مْکُدَلاوْاَ  اوُلُتْقتَ  لاوَ 

مْهُاّیِاوَ مْکُُقزُرَْن  نُحَْن 

-نَ طََب -ا  موَ -ا  هْنِم -رَ  هَظَ ام  -شَ  حِا وفَْلا  او  - بُرَْقتَ لاوَ 

قِّحَْلاِب لاِّا  هُّللا  مََّرحَ  یتَّلا  سَْفَّنلا  اوُلُتْقتَ  لاوَ 

نَوُلقِْعتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هِب  مْکُ  - لصّوَ مْکُِل  ذ 

 : Say: ` Come, I will recite what your Lord has forbidden you from . " 151

,that you do not associate anything with Him

and show kindness to your parents, and do not kill your children for poverty We

provide for you and for them - and do not approach indecencies, the outward among

them and the inward ones, and do not kill the soul that Allah has forbidden save for

.justice

." This He has enjoined you with so that you might understand

Commentary : verse 151

 : Ten Commandments

After nullifying the artificial ordinances of pagans, which were

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3037 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 276

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3038 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


mentioned in the former verses, this current verse, and two verses next to it, have

pointed to the principals of prohibitions in Islam. Thereby, the Qur'ān refers to the first

class capital sins in an expressive short and interesting statement. These sins, which

:are prohibited in Islam, are detailed through ten parts. At first, it says

: ..." Say: ` Come, I will recite what your Lord has forbidden you from " 

, ..." that you do not associate anything with Him . "... 1

, ..." and show kindness to your parents . "... 2

and do not kill your children for poverty. ...", because your sustenance and theirs . "... 3
are totally with Allah (s.w.t.), and He gives the sustenance of all. "... We provide for you

. ..." and for them

 ..." do not approach indecencies, the outward among them and the inward . "... 4

.That is, not only you must avoid doing them, but also you must not approach them

...." and do not kill the soul that Allah has forbidden save for justice . "... 5

This part of the verse means that you should not pollute your hands by shedding the

blood of the innocent persons. And you should not slay the souls whom Allah has held

in esteem and shedding their blood is not permissible, unless the allowance of slaying

them has been issued according to the laws of Allah, for example, when the one is a
.murderer

:Then, following these five items, in order to emphasize on it more, the verse says

." This He has enjoined you with so that you might understand "... 

****
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نُسَحْاَ یَهِ  یتَّلاِب  لاِّا  مِیتیَْلا  لَام  اوُبرَْقتَ  لاَوَ  - 152

هَُّدشُاَ غَُلْبیَ  یّتحَ 

-ا هعَسْوُ لاِّا  اسًْفَن  ِلکَُن  فُّ طِسْقِْلاِب لا  نَاز  - یمْلاوَ لَْیکَْلا  اوُفوْاَوَ 

اوُفوْاَ هِّللا  دِهْعَِبوَ  یبرُْقاذ  نَاک  وَْلوَ  اوُلدِعْافَ  مُْتْلُق  اذِاوَ 

نَورَُّکذَتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هِب  مْکُ  - لصّوَ مْکُِل  ذ 

And do not approach the orphan's property except in the best manner until he . " 152
.reaches his maturity. And give full measure and weight with justice

.We do not impose upon anyone a duty but to the extent of his ability

,And when you speak, be just

.though it be (against) a relative; and fulfil Allah's covenant

." This He has enjoined you with so that you might remember

Commentary : verse 152

 : This verse continues stating the ten commandments. It says

And do not approach the orphan's Property except in the best manner until he . " 6
.reaches his maturity

And give full measure and weight with justice. We do not impose upon anyone a . "... 7
. ..." duty but to the extent of his ability

; ..." And when you speak, be just, though it be (against) a relative . "... 8

.and fulfil Allah's covenant. ...", and do not breach it . "... 9

The objective meaning of "Allah's covenant" is all of Allah's covenants, irrespective of

genetic covenants and canonical covenants, together with the Divine duties, and any

.kind of promise, such as: vow and oath
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Again, for an emphasis, at the end of these four parts of commandments, the verse

:says

." This He has enjoined you with so that you might remember "... 

****
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امًیقتَسُْم یطا  رصِ  اذ  َّناَوَ ه- - 153

هِلیبسَ نْعَ  مْکُِب  قََّرفَتَفَ  لَُبُّسلا  اوعُِبَّتتَ  لاوَ  هُوعُِبَّتافَ 

نَوقَُّتتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هِب  مْکُ  - لصّوَ مْکُِل  ذ 

And this (the mentioned commandments) indeed is My path, straight, so follow it, . " 153
and do not follow (other) ways, for they will scatter you away from His path. This He

(." has enjoined you with, so that you may guard yourselves (against evil

Commentary : verse 153

Point

Then, as the tenth commandment, the Qur'ān implies that Allah cammands that this is
His Straight Path, which is the Path of Unity, the Path of Truth and justice, the Path of

piety and virtue. You should follow it and never tread in the perverted and diverse

ways which make you astray and aloof from the path of Allah. It scatters the seed of

 : hyporisy and discord among you. It says

And this (the mentioned commandments) indeed is My path, straight, so follow it, " 
. ..." and do not follow (other) ways, for they will scatter you away from His path

 : And, for the third time, at the end of the holy verse, the Qur'ān emphasizes that

(." This He has enjoined you with, so that you may guard yourselves (against evil "... 

****

 : Explanations

 : The Importance of Showing Kindness to Parents

Mentioning `kindness to parents' immediately after the subject of struggling against

,polytheism and before some magnificent commandments
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such as : the prohibition of killing a person, and the execution of the principals of

justice, are some evidences among the Islamic instructions upon the extraordinary

.importance of the right of parents

This matter will be made more clear when we note that instead of prohibition of

hurting parents, which parallel other prohibitions mentioned in this verse, the subject

of `showing kindness to parents' has been referred to. This denotes that not only

creating annoyance to them is unlawful, but, besides that, showing kindess and

.benevolence unto them is also necessary

More interesting than this is that the Arabic word /'ihṣān/ (kindness) has been changed

 : into a transitive form by a preposition, and it has said

and show kidness to your parents, ...". Thus, the verse emphasizes that the "... 
question of `showing kindness to parents' should be taken so great and important by

a person that the one performs it directly by himself and without having an

.intermediary

 : Slaying Children for Hunger . 2

It is understood from these verses that during the Age of Ignorance, Arabs not only

used to bury their daughters alive because of their wrong bigotries, but also killed

their sons, who were considered as a great capital in the society of their time, as a

.result of fear of poverty

Unfortunately, this treatment of the Age of Ignorance is being repeated in another

form in our own age, too. Under the excuse of probable deficiency of food stuff on the

earth, the innocent babies are intentionally killed through abortion when they are in
.the state of embryo

It is true that some other reasons are also mentioned for such abortions today, but

.the problem of poverty and deficiency of foodstuff is one of its main reasons

All of these facts, as well as some other affairs similar to them, show that the evil

manner of the Age of Ignorance is repeated in another form in our time, so that we
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can say `the Ignorance of today' is fulfilled in an even wider and more terrible case

.than the ignorance of before Islam

****
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نَسَحْاَ يذَّلا  یلَعَ  امًامتَ  بَا  - تکِْلا یسَوُم  انْیتَا  َّمُث  - 154

هًمَحْرَوَ يًدهُوَ  ْ ءٍ  یْش لِّکُِل  لاًیصْفتَوَ 

نَوُنِمؤُْی مْهِِّبرَ  ءِاقِلِب  مْهَُّلعََل 

Then We gave Moses the Book, to complete (Our blessing) on him who would do . " 154
,good, and to explain all things, and as a guidance and a mercy

." so that they may believe in the meeting of their Lord

Commentary : verse 154

The discussion through a few former verses was upon the ten basical and

fundamental commandments of Allah. They have been enjoined not only in Islam but

 : also in all divine religions. Next to mentioning those commandments, the Qur'ān says

Then We gave Moses the Book, to complete (Our blessing) on him who would do " 
, ..." good

The verse implies that Allah (s.w.t.) has completed His blessing on those who are good

.doers, and they obey the command of Allah, and follow the right

Then the verse continues the statement that, in that Book, Allah explained whatever

.was needed and what was effective alongside the way of development of man

, ..." and to explain all things "... 

Also, that Book, which was sent down to Moses, was the source of divine guidance

.and mercy

, ..." and as a guidance and a mercy "... 

All of these things were for the sake that they might believe in the Resurrection Day

and the meeting of the Lord, so that, by the belief in Resurrection, their thoughts,
 : statements, and manner become sincerely pure and godly. It says
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." so that they may believe in the meeting of their Lord "... 

****
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.Section 20: Prayer, Sacrifice, Life and Death to be only for Allah

Point

The Qur'ān was sent down for the guidance of mankind The law of requital

The object of life of mankind must be only to please Allah The believers in Allah will be

.the rullers of the earth

هُوعُِبَّتافَ كٌرَابُم  هُا  - نْلزَْناَ بٌا  - تکِ اذ  - هوَ - 155

انِلْبقَ نِْم  نِْیتَفَِئا  یلعَ ط- بُا  - تکِْلا لَزِْنُا  امَّنِا  اوُلوقُتَ  نْاَ  - 156

نَیلِفا - غَل مْهِِتسَاردِ  نْعَ  اّنکُ  نِْاوَ 

,And this (Qur'ān) is a Book which we have sent down, blessed . " 155

." so follow it, and keep from evil so that mercy may be shown to you

Lest you should say : The Book was sent down only to two parties (the Jews and . " 156
,the Christians) before us

." and we were truely unaware of their studies

Commentary : verses 155-156

In order to complete the previous discussion upon the heavenly Book, this holy verse

 : points to the revelation of the Qur'ān and its teaching. It says

And this (Qur'ān) is a Book which we have sent down, blessed, so follow it, and keep " 
." from evil so that mercy may be shown to you

****

In the second verse, mentioned in the above couple of verses, the Qur'ān has closed

.all the ways of flight and seeking excuses to the pagans
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It announces that Allah has sent this heavenly book down, with those
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advantages, in order that the pagans do not say that the Book was sent down only to

the couple of former parties, the Jews and the Christians, and that they were

neglectful of studying, reviewing and discussing them. And, they should not say that

they disobeyed the command of Allah because His commandment was under the

.control of others and it was not available for them

 : The verse says

Lest you should say : The Book was sent down only to two parties (the Jews and the " 
." Christians) before us, and we were truely unaware of their studies

****
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اوُلوقُتَ وْاَ  - 157

مْهُْنِم يدهْاَ  ا  -- نّکَُل بُا  - تکِْلا اَن  - یْلَعَ لَزِْنُا  -ا  نّاَ وَْل 

هٌمَحْرَوَ يًدهُوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  ِیَب  هٌنَّ مْکُءَاج  دْقَفَ 

اهْنعَ فَدَصَوَ  هِّللا  تِا  - ياِب بََّذکَ  نَّْمِم  مَُل  - ظْاَ نْمَفَ 

بِاذ - عَْلا ءَوسُ  -ا  نِتا - يا نَوُفدِ عَ-نْ  - صْیَ نَیذَّلا  يزِ  - جْنَسَ

نَوُفدِصْیَ اوُناک  امِب 

Or (lest) you should say : ` If the Book had been sent down to us, we would . " 157
.' certainly have been better guided than them

So indeed there has come to you clear proof from your Lord, and guidance and mercy.
Who then is more unjust than him who denies the Signs of Allah, and turns away from

 ? them

Soon We will recompense those who turn away from Our Signs with a terrible

." punishment for what they used to turn away

Commentary : verse 157

The same excuse that was referred to in the previous verse is pointed out more vastly

and with some more claims and prides of theirs in this verse. The holy verse implies

that if the Qur'ān were not sent down upon them, they might claim that they were so

prepared and eager to fulfil the commands of Allah that no other nation could match

.them in that regard

 : The verse says

Or (lest) you should say : ` If the Book had been sent down to us, we would certainly " 
.' ..." have been better guided than them

Standing before these claims, the Qur'ān implies that Allah has shut the gates of all

ways of seeking excuses to them, because clear proofs and meaningful verses,
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accompanied with guidance and mercy of Allah, have come to them from the side of

 : their Lord. It says

So indeed there has come to you clear proof from your Lord, and guidance and
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. ..." mercy

Yet, is there anyone more unjust than those who belie the Signs of Allah and turn

away from them ? This circumstance shows that they not only turned away from the

 : Sings of Allah, but also kept themselves terribly far from them. The verse says

Who then is more unjust than him who denies the Signs of Allah, and turns away "... 
 ? ..." from them

The painful punishment of such thoughtless and obstinate persons who, without

studying them, intensively deny the facts and run away from them is stated in a short

and expressive sentence. These people even ban the way of others, and this

.chastisement is the fruit of their own proofless denial

 : The verse says

Soon We will recompense those who turn away from Our Signs with a terrible "... 
." punishment for what they used to turn away

****
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هُکَِئ -- لمَْلا مُهُیَِتأْتَ  نْاَ  لاِّا  نَورُظُْنیَ  لْهَ  - 158

کَِّبرَ تِا  - يا ضُْعَب  یَِتأْیَ  وْاَ  کَُّبرَ  یَِتأْیَ  وْاَ 

کَِّبرَ تِا  - يا ضُْعَب  یتْایَ  مَوْیَ 

لُْبقَ نِْم  تْنَمَا  نْکُتَ  مَْل  اهُنا  - میا اسًْفَن  عُفَْنیَ  لا 

ارًْیخَ اهِنا  - میا یف  تْبَسَکَ  وْاَ 

نَورُظِتَْنُم اّنِا  اورُظِتَْنا  لُِق 

,Do they await anything but that the angels should come to them . " 158

 ? or your Lord should come, or some of your Lord's Signs should come

On the day when some of the Signs of your Lord come, the faith (and repentance) will

not benefit anyone who had not believed beforehand and had not earned goodness

.through his faith

 '." Say: ` Wait ! we too are waiting

Commentary : verse 158

This fact was pointed out in the former verses that Allah completed the argument to

the pagans and He sent the heavenly Book, i.e. the Qur'an, for the guidance of all.
Now, this verse indicates that these obstinate persons are so arrogant in their affairs

that these clear evidences do not affect them. It seems that they are waiting for their

own annihilation, or losing their last opportunity, or they are expecting some

.impossible affairs to come forth

 : At first, it says

Do they await anything but that the angels should come to them, or your Lord should " 
, ..." come

That is, do they expect that Allah comes to them and when they see Him they believe
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.in Him ? In fact, they are waiting for an impossible thing to happen

Then, it adds that they may expect to see the occurance of some of
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the signs of Allah which will occur at the threshold of Resurrection, the end of the

:world, whereupon the doors of repentance will be closed. The verse says

 ? ..." or some of your Lord's signs should come "... 

 : Then, following this meaning, it adds

On the day when some of the Signs of your Lord come, the faith (and repentance) "... 
will not benefit anyone who had not believed beforehand and had not earned

. ..." goodness through his faith

Since, on that Day repentance and belief will gain a form which will be obligatory, this

.kind of repentance and belief is not worthy, of course

.They are worthy and acceptable when they are arbitrary

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān addresses these obstinate persons and, with a

threatening tone, says that now that they are waiting for such a thing, they may

 : remain in their waiting and We wait, too, for their painful retribution. It says

'." Say: ` Wait ! We too are waiting "... 

One of the interesting things that can be understood from this verse is that the Qur'ān

introduces the way of felicity in Faith. This Faith is the one under whose ray a

.goodness may be obtained and some good deeds be fulfilled

****
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اعًیَشِ اوُناکوَ  مْهُنَید  اوُقَّرفَ  نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 159

امِب ِبنَُی  مْهُُئّ َّمُث  هِّللا  یَلِا  مْهُرُْماَ  امَّنِا  ْ ءٍ  یْش یف  مْهُْنِم  تَسَْل 

نَوُلعَْفیَ اوُناک 

Verily those who divided their religion and became parties, you have no concern . " 159
with them. Their affair is only with Allah, then He will inform them of what they used to

." do

Commentary : verse 159

Following the explanation of ` Ten Commandments' which were discussed through

previous verses, this verse, indeed, can be counted as an emphasis and a

commentary upon the subject mentioned in the tenth commandment. Its content

commands us to follow `the Straight Path' and to struggle against any hypocrisy and

.discord

 : At first, it says

Verily those who divided their religion and became parties, you have no concern with " 
. ..." them

It means that, in no respect you have concern with them, and they have no concern

with your school of thought, because your school of thought is the school of theism

and Straight Path, and there is only one

.Straight Path' for all, not more than that`

 : Then, as a threat and reprimand against these dispersive persons, the Qur'ān says

." Their affair is only with Allah, then He will inform them of what they used to do "... 

It is noteworthy that the content of this verse is a general and common

.commandment about all those who cause discord among people

By creating kinds of innovations, they scatter the seeds of hypocrisy and discord
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amongst the servants of Allah, irrespective of those who were from the former

.nations, or those who are in this nation

With a full emphasis, this verse intensifies once more the fact that Islam is a religion

.of Unity and Oneness. It hates any kind of hypocrisy, discord and dispersion
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اهِلاثْماَ رُشْعَ  هُلَفَ  هِنَسَحَْلاِب  ءَاج  نْمَ  - 160

نَومَُل - ظُْی مْهُوَ لا  اهلَْثِم  لاِّا  يزجُْی  لافَ  ِیَّسلاِب  هِئَّ ءَاج  نْمَوَ 

,Whoever brings a good (deed), he shall have ten times its like . " 160

and whoever brings vice, he shall not be recompensed but with its like, and they shall

." not be dealt with unjustly

Commentary : verse 160

In this holy verse the multifold reward given for good deeds is referred to. Through

previous verse, the wrong doers were threatened and reprimanded upon their evil

 : deeds, while here, in this verse, the Qur'ān clearly says

, ..." Whoever brings a good (deed), he shall have ten times its like " 

But as for those who commit a sin, Allah will punish them equally as much as their sin.
As a result of the greatness of His grace and generosity,Allah bestows the reward of a
good action more than its due, and forgives the faults of the sinners. And, if he

punishes one, He punishes as much as the one deserves, not more than that. The

 : verse continues saying

, ..." and whoever brings vice, he shall not be recompensed but with its like "...

Some of the commentators believe that the purpose of the Qur'ānic word /hasanah/
(a good deed) is ` Unity ', and the purpose of the word /sayyi'ah/ (a vice) is `infidelity'.
According to this meaning, the essence of good deeds is Unity and the essence of

.vices is infidelity

." and they shall not be dealt with unjustly "... 

There will not be done any unjust against anybody, because none will be punished

.more than what one deserves

Therefore, Allah treats with His grace when He gives reward, but He treats with His
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justice when He punishes. The tenfold rewards that He gives for a good action, only

one part is the wage of it and the rest nine parts are `Allah's grace'. Sura An-Nisā, No.
 : 4, Verse 173 says

." He will pay them their rewards fully and will bestow them more out of His Grace "... 
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It is worthy to note that the tenfold reward is for all believers in general, but some

deeds which are done in some circumstances by some qualified persons will be

bestowed upto seven hundred times rewards, and even without measure rewards

.either

****
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ینَّنِا لُْق  - 161

افًینحَ مَیه  رْبِا  هََّلِم  امًیَِق  انًید  مٍیقتَسُْم  طٍا  رصِ  یلِا  یّبرَ  ین  - لدهَ

نَیکرِشْمُْلا نَِم  نَاک  اموَ 

Say: ` Verily my Lord has guided me to a Straight Path, the established religion, . " 161
,the creed of Abraham, the upright one

." and he was not of the polytheists

Commentary : verse 161

This verse, together with the next verses by which Sura Al-An`ām ends, is, in fact, a
summary of the subjects discusses about the struggle against paganism and idolatry

.stated in this Sura

At first, in order to stand against the illogical notions and claims of pagans and idol

worshippers, Allah orders His Messenger to tell them that his Lord has guided him to

the Straight Path, which is the nearest path among all paths. This `Straight Path' is the

same path of Unity and monotheism, and the path of eradication of the creed of

 : paganism and polytheism. It says

, ..." Say: ` Verily my Lord has guided me to a straight path " 

Thus, the Qur'ān explains `the Straight Path' in this verse and the next two verses.
First of all, it implies that it is a direct religion with the utmost correctness and

.veracity, eternal, and subsisting to the affairs of both religion and life, body and soul

, ..." the established religion "... 

And, since Arabs showed a special affection to Abraham, so that they even introduced

their creed as Abraham's creed, the Qur'ān adds that the true creed of Abraham is the

very one toward which you have been invited, not that which you have forged under

.his name
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, ..." the creed of Abraham "... 

That very Abraham (a.s.) is the one who turned away from the superstitious creed of

.his time and environment, and attached the Truth, i.e. the monotheism
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, ..." The upright one "... 

This meaning seems to be an answer to the expressions of polytheists who blamed

the opposition of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with the creed of idolatry, which was the creed

,of the ancestors of Arabs. In answer to them

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says that this manner of breaking wrong customs and turning

away from the superstitious notions of the environment is not only his job, but

.Abraham (a.s.), whom they wholly respect, also did like that

 : Then, as an emphasis, it says

." and he was not of the polytheists "... 

Abraham (a.s.) was a hero of breaking idols. He was an active and steadfast

.challenger against idolatry

****
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نَیمَلا - عْلا بِّرَ  هِّلِل  یتاممَوَ  يَایحْمَوَ  یکسُُنوَ  یتلاصَ  َّنِا  لُْق  - 162

نَیمِلسْمُْلا لَُّواَ  اَناَوَ  تُرِْمُا  کَِل  ذِبوَ  هَُل  کَیرشَ  لا  - 163

Say: ` Verily my prayer and my worship, my life and my death are for Allah, the . " 162
." Lord of the Worlds

No associate (there is) for Him, and this (submission) I have been commanded . " 163
." to, and I am the first of the Muslims

Commentary : verses 162-163

In the first verse, mentioned here, it points to the matter that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
should tell the pagans that not only from the point of belief he is a unitarian and a

monotheist, hut also, from the point of action, whatever good deed he does, including

his prayer, all his worships, and even his death and life, in all, are for the sake of the

.Lord of the Worlds

 : The verse says

Say: ` Verily my prayer and my worship, my life and death are for Allah, the Lord of " 
." the Worlds

That is, I am alive for Him, and I die for His sake. I devote whatever I have in His way.
.All my desires, the whole love of mine, and the entire existence that I have is Allah's

****

In order to nullify all kinds of paganism and idolatry, in this verse, it emphasizes that

 : Allah (s.w.t.) is the One that there is no associate and no compeer for Him. It says

, ..." No associate (there is) for Him " 

 : And, finally, the verse continues saysing

and this (submission) I have been commanded to, and I am the first of the "... 
." Muslims
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To be the first of the Muslims for the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is either from the point

of quality and importance of Islam, because the degree of his submission and his

Islam was higher than all prophets, or that he was the first person of this community

.who accepted the religion of the Qur'ān and Islam

p: 293

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3066 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ْ ءٍ یْش لِّکُ  ُّبرَ  وَهُوَ  ابرَ  یغْباَ  هِّللا  رَْیغَاَ  لُْق  - 164

يرخُْا رَزْوِ  هٌرَزِاو  رُزِتَ  لاوَ  اهْیلَعَ  لاِّا  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  بُسِکْتَ  لاوَ 

مُْتْنکُ امِب  ِبنَُیفَ  مْکُُئّ مْکُعُجِرْمَ  مْکُِّبرَ  یلِا  َّمُث 

نَوفُِلتَخْتَ هِیف 

Say : ` shall I seek a Lord other than Allah while He is the Lord of all things ? And . " 164
no one earns anything but to his own account; and no one bears the burden of

another; then to your Lord is your return, so He will inform you of what you used to

(." differ (about

Commentary : verse 164

In this verse, the Qur'ān criticizes the logic of the pagans in another way. It tells the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to ask them whether it is appropriate to take a lord except Allah as

their Lord, while He is the owner, the trainer, and the Lord of all things, and His

ordinance and His command is current in the entire particles of the world. The verse

 : says

 ? ..." Say : ` shall I seek a Lord other than Allah while He is the Lord of all things " 

A group of the short-minded pagans came to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and said

that he should follow their creed. They added that if their creed was false, they might

 : bear the burden of his sin. This verse answers them by saying

And no one earns anything but to his own account; and no one bears the burden of "... 
; ..." another

 : Then the verse adds

then to your Lord is your return, so He will inform you of what you used to differ "... 
(." (about

****
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ضِرْلاَْا فَِئلاخَ  مْکُلَعَجَ  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  - 165

مْکُ -ل- تا ام  یف  مْکُوَُلْبیَِل  تٍا  - جرَدَ ضٍْعَب  قَوْفَ  مْکُضَْعَب  عَفَرَوَ 

مُیحرَ رٌوفُغََل  هَُّنِاوَ  بِاقعِْلا  عُیرسَ  کََّبرَ  َّنِا 

And He it is Who has made you successors in the earth, and raised some of you . " 165
above others in grades that He may try you in respect to what He has given you.

,Verily your Lord is swift in retribution

." and indeed He is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary : verse 165

Point

In this verse, which is the last verse of Sura Al-`An`ām, in order to complete the

former discussions upon strengthening the foundation of Unity and struggling against

paganism, the Qur'ān points to the rank of man and his situation in the world of

 : existence. So, firstly it says

, ..." And He it is Who has made you successors in the earth " 

Man is Allah's vicegerence on the earth, and all the sources of the world are set at his

disposal. Allah has issued Man's command and dominion over all these creatures.
Such a man must not let himself fall so low that he becomes more degraded than an

.inanimate thing and then he prostrates before it

Then the verse points to the difference of talents and the various bodily and spiritual

merits of human beings, and to the aim of this difference and variation among men.
 : The verse says

and raised some of you above others in grades that He may try you in respect to "... 
. ..." what He has given you

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān refers to man's freedom in choosing the path of
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 : happiness and wretchedness, stating the conclusion of these trials, as follows

." Verily your Lord is swift in retribution, and indeed He is Forgiving, Merciful "... 
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 : The Difference of Men and the Principal of Justice

No doubt, there are a series of artificial differences among the individuals of

humankind which have been emerged as a result of the transgressions and cruelties

.of some human beings performed upon some other people

For example : some persons are the owners of abundant wealth, but some others are

terribly poor. Or, a great deal of people are unsound and sickly weak as a result of

deficiency of nutrition and lack of hygiene, while some other people are in the best

.condition of health, because all possibilities of life are available for them

These kinds of differences, such as : richness and poverty, knowledge and ignorance,
health and sickness, and so on, are often the consequences of colonialism,

.exploitation, various forms of slavery, and apparent and concealed transgressions

Surely, these kinds of differences can not be considered as the acts of the system of

creation. So, there is no reason for us to defend the existence of such unacceptable

.differences

Humankind, all together, form also a society resembled to a great, tall and fruitful

tree. Every group, or even an individual, of them is responsible for a particular mission

in this huge body, which demands a proportional construction peculiar to itself. That is
why the Qur'ān says that these differences are as a means of your trial, and the term

'. `trial', in the divine statements is used in the sense of `training and education

 ! Man's Vicegerency on the Earth

The Qur'ān has repeatedly introduced Man as the `vicegerent' and `representative'

of Allah on the earth. This introduction, in addition to making clear the position of Man

in creation, also explains this fact that properties, wealths, talents, and the whole

merits that Allah has bestowed on Man are, in deed, in possession of Allah. Man is

merely His representative who has been given leave by Him. It is evident, of course,
that no representative is independant in his dominations, but his dominations ought to
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be limitted to the leave and permission of the main
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owner. This explanation may make this fact clear that, for example, regarding to the

question of ownership, Islam keeps distance from both the camp of communism and

.the camp of capitalism

The End of Sura Al-'An`ām

The End of Sura Al-'An`ām

p: 297

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3073 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(Sura Al-'A`rāf No. 7 (206 verses in 24 sections

:Introduction to the Sura

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

This Sura is a Meccan Sura. It has been narrated from Qattādah and Ḍahhāk who said

.this Sura is a Meccan one, except verses 163-165 which were revealed in Medina

.The number of its verses, as kufians and Hejāzians have numerated, is 206

 : The Virtue of Studying This Sura

Ubayy-ibn-Ka`b, a leading comentator, has narrated from the holy Prophet of Islam'

(p.b.u.h.) who said: " Who ever recites Sura 'Al-A`rāf, Allah will set a curtain between

." him and the Satan and, on the Day of Judgement Adam (a.s.) will be his intercessor

Ayyāshī, another commentator, by the way of his teacher Abū. Basị̄r, has narrated`

from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: " Whoever recites Sura Al-'A`rāf every month, will

." be among those that no fear shall be upon them, nor shall they grieve

****
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Sura Al-'A`rāf No. 7

(The Elevated places)

Section 1: The Object of the Revelation of the Qur'ān

Point

(Verses 1-3)

Qur'ān's revelation, its object Every soul shall be judged and every apostle will also be

.questioned Deeds will be measured justly

مِیحَِّرلا -نِ  مَحَّْرلا هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

صملا - 1

هُْنِم جٌرَحَ  كَرِدْصَ  یف  نْکُیَ  لافَ  کَْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  بٌا  - تکِ - 2

نَینِمؤْمُْلِل يرکْذِوَ  هِب  رَذِْنُتِل 

مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  مْکُْیَلِا  لَزِْنُا  ام  اوعُِبَّتِا  - 3

نَورَُّکذَتَ ام  لاًیلقَ  ءَایِلوْاَ  هِنودُ  نِْم  اوعُِبَّتتَ  لاوَ 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

'." Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M', Suād `Ṣ . " ' 1

A Book sent down to you so let there be no straitness in your breast about it - that . " 2
." you may warn (people) thereby (and it be) a reminder to the believers

Follow what has been sent down to you from your Lord, and do not follow any . " 3
 ! " guardians other than Him; how seldom do you remember
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Commentary : verses 1-3

The holy Sura Al-'An`ām was concluded with statement about the Grace of Allah. This

Sura, Al-A`rāf, begins with the name of the Qur'ān and also the ordinances of the

 : religion and the wise sayings are stated therein. It says

'." Alif `A', Lām `L', Mīm `M', Suād `Ṣ . " ' 1

The abriviated letters, mentioned at the beginning of some Suras of the Qur'ān were

discussed before.(1)They are some secrets between Allahand His Messenger

.(. (p.b.u.h

****

 - ..." A Book sent down to you " 

.The Qur'ān is a Book which has been sent down to you by the command of Allah

 - ..." so let there be no straitness in your breast about it "... 

The verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) implies that there should not be any

.straitness in his breast because of communicating the Qur'ān to people

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) was afraid that the members of his tribe would

accuse him as a liar, and then turn away from his statements, and hurt him. So, he

was displeased from their injuries, and did not feel happy about it. Hence, Allah the

Glorified, made him secured, and commanded him not to consider their ill treatment

.important

It should be noted that the aim of sending down this Book is to warn people and

frighten them from the evil consequence of their wrong thoughts and deeds. It is also

 : a reminder for the true believers. The verse says

." that you may warn (people) thereby (and it be) a reminder to the believers "... 

****
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, ..." Follow what has been sent down to you from Your Lord " 

This phrase is for the attention of those who are responsible and are also fully

capable. It means that they should follow that which Allah has sent down to them. This

` act of following ' concerns those affairs which are either obligatory, or

recommended, or legitimate. In these affairs a believer should follow the command of

.Allah, and the one must believe in them

.One of its examples is that which says it is obligatory to avoid from forbidden things

; ..." and do not follow any guardians other than Him "... 

The verse warns us not to follow anything other than the Qur'ān so otherwise we will

become sinners. It is evident that whoever is not the follower of the Qur'ān, is the

follower of Satan and the idols. That is why Allah commands us to follow the Qur'ān

.and avoid following other than it. To follow the Qur'ān is the same as to follow Allah

 !" how seldom do you remember "... 

This part of the verse addresses the pagans and those disbelieving people who rarely

remember the Truth and little they take advice. In fact, the purpose of this phrase is
to say that the style of their manner is not agreeable. They ought to gradually adopt

the admonishments of the Qur'ān and learn the affairs concerning of religion and life

.for themselves

 '. The Qur'nic word `tathakkur', here, means: ` to learn little by little

****
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نَوُلِئاق مْهُ  وْاَ  اتًا  - یَب انسُأَْب  اهءَاجفَ  اها  - نکْلَهْاَ هٍیَرْقَ  نِْم  مْکَوَ  - 4

مْهُاوعْدَ نَاک  امفَ  - 5

نَیمِلا اّنکُ ظ- اّنِا  اوُلاق  نْاَ  لاِّا  انسُأَْب  مْهُءَاج  ذِْا 

And how many a town that We have destroyed, Our punishment came unto them . " 4
." by night or while they slept at midday

So their cry, when Our punishment came unto them, was not save that they said: ` . " 5
 '." Verily we were unjust

Commentary : verses 4-5

In the previous verse, people were commanded to follow the Qur'ān, and to leave out

following anything other than the Qur'ān. Now, this verse reminds them the fate of

the past unjust nations so that they may fear and not to repeat the manner of those

 : nations. It says

And how many a town that We have destroyed, Our punishment came unto them by " 
." night or while they slept at midday

Allah says that He has destroyed many people of the towns, and the Divine

punishment was sent down over them by night or when they were relaxing at noon. It

is obvious that having chastisement in such times is more dangerous for people than

.in some other times

So their cry, when Our punishment came unto them, was not save that they said: ` " 
 '." Verily we were unjust

When Allah's chastisement was sent down, the only matter they stated was that they

said that they were unjust. Thus, when they saw the punishment of Allah with their

own eyes, or when they were involved in the Divine chastisement and were still rather

alive, they began to confess their faults. This indicates that admission, confession of

one's sins, and repentance at the time of befalling calamities and wretchednesses are
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.not beneficial for the one

****
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نَیلسَرْمُْلا َّنلَئَسْنََلوَ  مْهِْیَلِا  لَسِرُْا  نَیذَّلا  َّنلَئَسْنَلَفَ  - 6

نَیبِئاغ اّنکُ  اموَ  مٍْلعِِب  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّنَّصقُنَلَفَ  - 7

Then certainly We will question those to whom (Our messengers) were sent, and . " 6
." certainly We will also question the messengers

." Then certainly We will relate to them with knowledge for We were not absent . " 7

Commentary : verses 6-7

Point

The previous verse has referred to the worldly punishment. Here, in this verse, the

existence of punishment and reckoning in the Hereafter is stated with several

emphasis. In these two verses, the certainty of the existence of quention on the Day

.of Judgement and that it is not specialized to the sinners alone, is mentioned, too

 : Explanations

On the Day of Judgement, surely all people will be questioned, including: both the . 1
leaders, the nations and followers, both the good doers and the evildoers, and both

.the scholars and the imitators of them

Then certainly we will question those to whom (Our messengers) were sent, and " 
." certainly we will also question the messengers

****

In the next verse, in order that no one considers that questioning from communities

and their concerning prophets can be an evidence that there is some thing concealed

from Allah's knowledge, clearly and with an emphasis strengthened with an oath, it

implies that Allah will explain all their deeds to them with His Knowledge, because He

has never been absent from them. He (s.w.t.) has been with them everywhere and in
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:all circumstances. The verse says

Then certainly We will relate to them with knowledge for " 
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." We were not absent

On that Day, questioning is a kind of calling to witness, making comfession and . 2
reprimand. But the fact is that there is nothing concealed to Allah to be discovered by

.question

:Note

:There are some points upon this verse which should be noted, as follows

 ? What matter or matters will be questioned . 1

The bounties will be questioned : "Then on that Day you will surely be questioned . 2
about the bounties (you enjoined)." (Sura At-Takāthur, No. 102, verse 8). It is recorded

in some Islamic traditions that the objective meaning of `bounties', here, is the

'. bounty of `mastership' and `leadership

The deeds of people will be questioned : "... we would most certainly question them . 3
(. all," "As to what they used to do." (Sura Al-Hijr, No. 15, Verses 92-93

The limbs will be questioned of : "... surely the hearing and the sight and the heart, . 4
(. all of these shall be questioned about that." (Sura Al-'Isrā', No. 17, verse 36

As the Islamic traditions indicate, the life-time, the youth, the incomes, and the . 5
.expenses will be questioned

****
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ُّقحَْلا ذِِئمَوْیَ  نُزْوَْلاوَ  - 8

نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئ  - لوأُفَ هُُنیزا  ومَ  تْلَقَُث  نْمَفَ 

And the measuring that Day will be just. Then whoever's scales be heavy, those . " 8
." are they who shall be prosperous

Commentary : verse 8

Point

A `scale' is the means of weighing. Each thing has a special means of measuring. The

scale of a wall is a plummet. The heat of weather is measured by a thermometer.
Fruits are measured in kilo. The length of cloth, as well as many other things, is

measured by meter. The means of measuring an ordinary person, from the point of

spiritualities, is some particular complete persons who are accepted as the example

.and symbol of justice

Upon the commentary of the phrase: " And we will set up a just balance ..." mentioned

in verse 47 from Sura Al-'Anbiyā, No. 21, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said : " Prophets and saints

(. are the scales." (Al-Mīzān, commentary

In the supplication of Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.), addressing him (a.s.), we

recite : " Peace be upon the Scale of deeds." These immaculate persons, who are our

.leaders and our guides, are the scales and the means of measuring others

In Kifāyat-ul-Muwahḥịdeen, it is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said : " We are

the scales." That is, Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) and all other immaculate

.Imams are the scale of distinguishing between right and wrong

 : So, the verse says

And the measuring that Day will be just. Then whoever's scales be heavy, those are " 
." they who shall be prosperous
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 : Explanations

On the Day of Resurrection, the possession is with the right (1) , andthe Day is the . 1
(. day of right (2) , and the measuring is also just. (The aboveverse

On that Day, arrangements of the Hereafter are justly measured and the . 2
reckoning, the judgement, the commandments, the rewards and retributions are

.wholly based on justice

. ..." And the measuring that Day will be just " 

****
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مْهُسَفُْناَ اورُسِخَ  نَیذَّلا  کَِئ  - لوأُفَ هُُنیزا  ومَ  تَّْفخَ  نْمَوَ  - 9

نَومُِل - ظْیَ انِتا  - ياِب اوُناک  امِب 

And whoever's scales be light, those are they who have ruined their selves for . " 9
." they used to be unjust unto Our Signs

Commentary : verse 9

Those persons, whose scales are light, will be involed in an eternal punishment,
.because they have denied Allah's Signs and reasonings in their lives

The Arabic term /xusrān/ (loss), mentioned in this verse, means `to lose the capital'.
The greatest capital of man is his self. When the self of a man falls into perdition, he

has incurred a loss. On the contrary, those whose scales of good deeds are heavy on

.the Day of Judgement, will be prosperous

And whoever's scales be light, those are they who have ruined their selves for they " 
." used to be unjust unto Our Signs

****
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شَِیا - عمَ اهیف  مْکَُل  انْلعَجَوَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  مْکُا  - نَّّکمَ دْقََلوَ  - 10

نَورُکُشْتَ ام  لاًیلقَ 

And certainly We have given you power in the earth, and We have made the . " 10
.means of livelihood for you in it, (but) little it is that you give thanks

Commentary : verse 10

.In the life of this world, everything is under the authority of man

 : The verse says

, ..." And certainly We have given you power in the earth " 

The creation of the earth and its conditions, from the point of rotation, heat, light,
absorbing and warding off waters, receiving offals, and yielding plants, vegetables,

.fruits etc. all are in a state that man can take the earth as his own residence

However, the laws of nature are in a form that man can control them and take them

under his authority. If Allah had not tamed it, man, by himself, would not have had

.ability to bring it under subjugation and to enjoy of it

, ..." and We have made the means of livelihood for you in it "... 

Thus, these bounties should be utilized alongside the path of gratitude of man, not as

a means of his negligence and gratifying his desires and his unlawful passions. The

Qur'ān has frequently referred to the ingratefulness, negligence and faithlessness of

 : the majority of people. The verse says

." but) little it is that you give thanks "... )

****
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Section 2 : Creation of Adam and the Defiance of Satan

Point

Adam's creation Angels were ordered to prostrate before Adam The defiance of

 - Satan

The Satan cast out

.Adam beguiled by the Satan Adam's seeking Allah's pardon

مْکُا - نرَّْوصَ َّمُث  مْکُا  - نْقلَخَ دْقََلوَ  - 11

سَی - لْبِا لاِّا  اودُجَسَفَ  مَدَلاِ  اودُجُسْا  هِکَِئ  - لمَْلِل انْلُق  َّمُث 

نَیدجِا - سّلا نَِم  نْکُیَ  مَْل 

And indeed We created you, then We fashioned you, then We said to the angels: . " 11
` Prostrate yourselves unto Adam.' So they (all) did prostrate themselves except

." Iblees; he was not of the prostrating ones

Commentary : verse 11

The Story of Satan's Disobedience

The creation of man and his being fashioned is referred to in seven Suras of the

.Qur'ān

 : In the current verse, Allah says

And indeed We created you, then We fashioned you, then We said to the angels: ` " 
Prostrate yourselves unto Adam.' So they (all) did prostrate themselves except Iblees;

." he was not of the prostrating ones

All angels, including Iblees who was in their row, while he was not from among them,
were commanded to prostrate themselves unto Adam, the first ancestor of the whole
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human beings. They totally accepted and eagerly obeyed the command of Allah,
.except Iblees

The prostration of the angels for Adam was not done in the sense of `prostration of

worship', because the act of being worshipped is specific to Allah alone. Then,
.prostration here is for humility and modesty

****
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کَُترْمَاَ ذِْا  دَجُسْتَ  لاّاَ  کَعَنَمَام  لَاق  - 12

نٍیط نِْم  هُتَْقلَخَوَ  رٍان  نِم  ینتَْقلَخَ  هُْنِم  رٌْیخَ  اَناَ  لَاق 

He said: ` What prevented you that you did not prostrate when I commanded you . " 12
? ' He said: ` I am better than him. You created me of fire while You created him of

 '." clay

Commentary : verse 12

This verse indicates that Allah called Iblees to account for the disobedience and

rebellion he showed, and He asked him about the reason for which he refused

.prostration when He commanded him to prostrate

 : The verse says

He said: ` What prevented you that you did not prostrate when " 

 ? ' ..." I commanded you

,In answer to this question, Iblees resorted to an implausible excuse

 : as the verse points out

He said: ` I am better than him. You created me of fire while You created him of "... 
 '." clay

Iblees imagined, as if, fire is superior to clay. This was one of the greatest faults of

Iblees. Or, perhaps, he did not make a mistake either, but he told a lie because of his

.arrogance and selfishness

But the privilege of Adam was not that he was created of clay. The main superiority of

Adam was that very spirit of humanity and the rank of vicegerency of Allah that he

.was given

There arises a question here, asking how Satan spoke with Allah, and whether

.revelation was sent down to him
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The answer to this question is that there is no problem that Allah speaks with another

person, not by means of revelation and messengership, but through innate

inspiration, or by way of some angels, whether this person is one of the righteous and

the purified ones, like Mary and mother of Moses, or one of the dishonest ones, like

.Satan

****
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اهیف رََّبکَتَتَ  نْاَ  کََل  نُوکُیَ  امفَ  اهْنِم  طِْبهْافَ  لَاق  - 13

نَیرغِا - صّلا نَِم  کََّنِا  جْرُخْافَ 

( : Allah) said: ` Get you down from this (state . " ) 13

.it does not befit you to behave proudly therein. Therefore, go you out

 '." Verily you are of the abject ones

Commentary : verse 13

In view of the fact that Satan's refusal from prostrating for Adam (a.s.) was not an

ordinary and simple refusal, nor it was counted a habitual sin, but it was a rebellion

accompanied with a protest and denial unto the Glory of Allah, then his opposition

found a way to infidelity and negating Allah's knowledge and wisdom. And,
consequently, he had to lose his own positions and personal status in divine portal. So,
Allah sent him out from the distinguished situation he had obtained in the standing

 : ranks of angels. The verse says

( :..." Allah) said: ` Get you down from this (state " )

Then, Allah describes the origin of this getting down to him by the following sentence,
.and explains that he was not right to pave the path of pride in that rank

. ..." it does not befit you to behave proudly therein "...

 : Again, as an additional emphasis, Allah's statement continues to be recited as follows

 '." Therefore, go you out. Verily you are of the abject ones "... 

That is, not only Satan did not become magnified by that action, but also, on the

.contrary, he was entitled as the abject ones

It is clearly understood from this part of the verse that the entire misfortune and

.wretchedness of Satan was the effect of his arrogance
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:It is also narrated in Usūl-i-Kāfī from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who has said

The principals of infidelity (and disobedience) are three things : greed, pride, and " 
jealousy. Greed caused Adam to eat from the forbidden tree; pride caused Iblees to

disobey the command of Allah when he was ordered to prostrate for Adam; and

." jealousy caused one of Adam's sons to kill another one
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نَوُثعَْبُی مِوْیَ  یلِا  ینرْظِْناَ  لَاق  - 14

نَیرظَْنمُْلا نَِم  کََّنِا  لَاق  - 15

Instead of repentance, Iblees) said: ` Respite me until the day when they are . " ) 14
." raised up

." He (Allah) said: ` Verily you shall be of the respited ones . " 15

Commentary : verses 14-15

.But the story of Satan did not conclude to that only happening

When he found that he was banished from the throne of Allah, he increased his

rebellion and obstinacy. Instead of repentance, returning toward Allah, and

confessing his fault, the only thing Iblees asked for from Allah was that he desired to

 : be respited until the day when all will be raised up. The verse says

Instead of repentance, Iblees) said: ` Respite me until the day when they are raised " )
." up

****

This demand of Satan was somehow accepted by Allah when He (s.w.t.) said that he

 : would be of the respited ones. Here is the statement of the Qur'ān

." He (Allah) said: ` Verily you shall be of the respited ones " 

****
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مَیقتَسْمُْلا کَطَا  رصِ  مْهَُل  َّندَعُْقلاََ  ینتَْیوَغْاَ  امِبفَ  لَاق  - 16

He (Satan) said: ` Since You have let me wander off, I will certainly lay wait for . " 16
 '." (deceiving) them in Your Straight Path

Commentary : verse 16

Satan did not want, of course, to have a long life and to be alive in order to

compensate the past, but he expressed his aim of this long life that, the same as he

was wandered off, he could lay wait on the Straight Path of Allah and deceive them all,
.so that, the same that he got astray, they might go astray, too

 : The verse says

He (Satan) said: ` Since You have let me wander off, I will certainly lay wait for " 
 '." (deceiving) them in Your Straight Path

****
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مْهِفِْلخَ نِْموَ  مْهِیدْیاَ  نِْیَب  نِْم  مْهَُّنیَِت   َٔ َّمُث - 17

مْهِِلِئامشَ نعَوَ  مْهِِنا  - مْیاَ نْعَوَ 

نَیرکِاش مْهُرَثَکْاَ  دُجِتَ  لاوَ 

Then I will certainly come upon them from before them, and from behind them, . " 17
 ; and from their right and from their left

." and You will not find most of them thankful

Commentary : verse 17

Point

In order to confirm and to complete his statement, Satan added that, not only he will

lay wait on their way, but also he will come upon them from the sides of four

 : directions to deceive them. The verse says

Then I will certainly come upon them from before them, and from behind them, and " 
 ; from their right and from their left

." and You will not find most of them thankful

In a tradition, it is narrated from Imām Bāqir (a.s.) who, deeply commenting upon the

four directions, said : "The purpose of coming `from before' is that Satan shows the

coming world, which man has in front of him, simple and hollow to him. The purpose of

`from behind' is that he (Satan) invites people to gathering properties and massing

wealth, and to nigardliness concerning the payment of the compulsory alms to be

abandon in favour of children and inheritors. The purpose of `right side' is that he

spoils the spiritual affairs in man's view by creating doubts and dubious things. And,
the purpose of `left side' is to pretend the material pleasures and lusts beautiful in the

(view of man." (1

The oath of Satan
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Some Islamic traditions denote that when Satan made an oath that he will lay in wait

of man from four sides in order to lead him astray or to bar him, angels, sympathizing

with man, said: " O' Allah ! how this man will be delivered ? " The Lord answered : "
There are two ways open for him, the upward and the downward. Whenever man

stretches his hands for
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supplication, or puts his head on the ground, I will forgive him of the sins of seventy

(years." (Fakhr-i-Rāzī, At-Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr

As soon as Adam was informed of the domination of Satan, he invoked Allah. Then he

was addressed (by Him) not to be worried, because He will count a sin one fold and a
good deed ten folds. Besides, the gate of repentance is open to him. (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-

(uth-Thaqalayn

****
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مْهُْنِم کَعَِبتَ  نْمََل  ارًوحُدْمَ  امًوءُذْمَ  اهْنِم  جْرُخْا  لَاق  - 18

نَیعمَجْاَ مْکُْنِم  مََّنهَجَ  َّنئلْملاََ 

.Said He: ` Get out from this (state), despised, driven away . " 18

 '." Whoever of them will follow you, I will surely fill Hell with you all

Commentary : verse 18

Point

By this verse, once more the command of dismissing Satan from the position of

nearness to Allah and the rank of highness, is issued. Here, there is a difference that

the command of his dismissal has been issued with a more intensive despise.
Perhaps, this was for the obstinacy that Satan showed later when he insisted on the

temptation upon humankind and increased a greater sin to his former sins. Therefore,
:as the Qur'ān points out

. ..." Said He: ` Get out from this (state), despised, driven away " 

And Allah made an oath that whoever of them follows Satan He will fill Hell with him

 : and them all. The verse says

 '." Whoever of them will follow you, I will surely fill Hell with you all "... 

 : Explanations

A moment of having pride and saying " I am better than ..." (1) may bring forth some

surprising sequels. For instance : " Get you down ... go you out. Verily you are of the

abject ones."(2) All these despises and falls arespread upon the proud Satan, since,
.instead of apology, he decided to lead astray humankind

The Arabic term /ma 'ūm/ is derived from / a`ima/ in the sense of `a severe blemish';

and the Arabic term /madhụ̄rā/ is derived from /dahṛ/ which means `to drive away
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'. disgracefully

****
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امُتْئشِ ثُْیحَ  نِْم  لاَکُفَ  هََّنجَْلا  کَجُوْزَوَ  تَْناَ  نْکُسْا  مُدَا  -ا  يوَ - 19

نَیمِلا - ظّلا نَِم  انوکُتَفَ  هَرَجََّشلا  هِذِ  ابرَْقتَ ه- لاوَ 

And O' Adam ! dwell you and your spouse in the Garden, and eat you two from . " 19
." wherever you two desire, but do not approach this tree lest you will be of the unjust

Commentary : verse 19

The statement of the verse is told Adam (a.s.) saying that he and his wife would dwell

in the Garden and that it was permissible for them to eat whatever and wherever

they desired, but they should not approach that tree in order to eat from it, because

.they would deprive themselves from a great reward

A detailed commentary upon this holy verse was offered under the description of

(Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 35. (1

****
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امهِِت ءوْسَ  نِْم  امهُْنعَ  يَرِوُام  امهَُل  يَدِْبُیِل  نُا  - طْیَّشلا امَهَُل  سَوَسْوَفَ  - 20

هِرَجََّشلا هِذِ  نْعَ ه- امکُُّبرَ  امکُ  - لهَن ام  لَاقوَ 

نَید - لِا - خْلا نَِم  -ا  نوکُتَ وْاَ  -نِ  یْکَلَمَ -ا  نوکُتَ نْاَ  لاِّا 

Then Satan whispered (evil suggestions) unto the two (Adam and Eve) that he . " 20
might manifest unto them that which was hidden from them of their shameful parts,

:and he said

Your Lord has not prohibited you from this tree except that you may not both ` 
." become two angels or that you may (not) become of the immortals

Commentary : verse 20

Satan tempted Adam and Eve in the feature of a friend and a benevolent one. He

knew that whoever's shameful parts be manifest, the one should not remain in

Heaven. The only way by which the privity parts of Adam and Eve could become

manifest was eating from the forbidden tree. So, Satan planned a plot that they might

.eat from that tree

Thus, Satan prepared the necessary things of their banishment from heaven. He told

them if they had eaten from that tree, they would have turned into the form of angels

.and they could remain in Heaven forever

He said that the reason of that prohibition was that they would not become angels, or

.would not dwell in Heaven for ever

 : The verse says

Then Satan whispered (evil suggestions) unto the two (Adam and Eve) that he might " 
manifest unto them that which was hidden from them of their shameful parts, and he

:said

Your Lord has not prohibited you from this tree except that you may not both ` 
." become two angels or that you may (not) become of the immortals
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نَیحصِا - نّلا نَمَِل  امکَُل  یّنِا  امهُمَسَاقوَ  - 21

 '." And he swore unto them both: ` Verily I am a sincere adviser to you . " 21

Commentary : verse 21

Satan made an oath for Adam and Eve that he was an absolute benevolent in inviting

them to eating from that tree. Therefore, their delusion was strengthened thereby,
.because Adam and his wife imagined that no one would swear by Allah falsely

 : The verse says

 '." And he swore unto them both: ` Verily I am a sincere adviser to you " 

****
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رٍورُغُِب امهُ  - لّدَفَ - 22

امهُُت ءوْسَ  امهَُل  تْدََب  هَرَجََّشلا  اقَاذ  امّلَفَ 

-هِ َّنجَْلا قِرَوَ  نِْم  -ا  مهِْیلَعَ نِا  - فصِخْیَ -ا  قفِطَوَ

هِرَجََّشلا امَکُْلِت  نْعَ  -ا  مکُهَْناَ مَْلاَ  -ا  مهُُّبرَ -ا  مهُادانوَ

امکَُل نَا  - طْیَّشلا َّنِا  امکَُل  لُْقاَوَ 

نٌیبُم ٌّودُعَ 

Then he (Satan) caused them both to fall by deceit; so when they tasted the . " 22
(forbidden) tree, their shameful parts became exposed to them and they both took to

;stitching upon themselves leaves of the Garden

:and their Lord called out to them

Did I not forbid you both from that tree and (did I not) say to you that verily Satan is ` 
 ? '." a manifest foe for you

Commentary : verse 22

Satan deceived Adam and Eve and caused them to be thrown down into the valley of

misfortune so that they were sent away from that exalted rank. As soon as they

tasted from the fruit of that tree and ate it, their clothings fell down from their bodies,
.and they ashamed from each other

 : The verse says

Then he (Satan) caused them both to fall by deceit; so when they tasted the " 
 ..." (forbidden) tree, their shameful parts became exposed to them

 : The verse continues saying

; ..." and they both took to stitching upon themselves leaves of the Garden "... 
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That is, they took the leaves of the trees and put them over each other in order to

cover their privity parts therewith. Regarding this matter, it was pointed out in Sura

Al-Baqarah that the geneneral interest was so that such a scene would come forth for

Adam and Eve, and they should come out from the Garden. Their banishment from

the Garden was not
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their retribution, because prophets do not commit any sin so that they be deserving of

retribution. It was only a `leaving the better', i.e. if they did not do it, it would be

.better

:and their Lord called out to them "... 

Did I not forbid you both from that tree and (did I not) say to you that verily Satan is ` 
 ? '." a manifest foe for you

.This was what Allah, addressing Adam and Eve, called out to them both

****
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انسَفُْناَ انمَْل  انَّبرَ ظَ- لااق  - 23

نَیرسِا - خْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُنََل  انمْحَرْتَ  انَل وَ  رْفِْغتَ  مَْل  نِْاوَ 

,They said: ` Our Lord ! We have been unjust to ourselves . " 23

,and if You do not forgive us and have (not) mercy on us

 '." we shall certainly be of the losers

Commentary : verse 23

In answer to the reprimand of Allah, they both said that they were unjust to

 : themselves. The verse says

, ..." They said: ` Our Lord ! We have been unjust to ourselves " 

The objective meaning of `being unjust', here, is that they abandoned performing a
.recommendable act and, therefore, they were deprived from its recompense

Their purpose of their statement may be that as a result of coming down on the

ground, and being deprived from that peaceful and blessful life, they incurred unjust

.to themselves

 : The verse, from the tongue of Adam and Eve, continues saying

and if You do not forgive us and have (not) mercy on us, we shall certainly be of the "... 
 '." losers

They invocated Allah that if He did not cover their blemish and did not have mercy on

them, and did not bestow His grace and His other favours by means of endowing His

blessings and some other rewards upon them, they would be from those people who

.do not enjoy and benefit of their lives

Whenever a person causes a loss unto himself, or does not ward off a damage from

.himself, he has been unjust to himself, without being worthy of bearing retribution
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ٌّرقَتَسُْم ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  مْکَُلوَ  ٌّودُعَ  ضٍْعبَِل  مْکُضُْعَب  اوطُِبهْا  لَاق  - 24

نٍیح یلِا  عٌا  - تمَوَ

نَوجُرَخُْت اهْنِموَ  نَوُتومُتَ  اهیفوَ  نَوْیَحْتَ  اهیف  لَاق  - 25

He said: ` Get you down, some of you (being) the enemies of others and for you . " 24
'." there is in the earth an abode and a provision for a (fixed) time

He said: ` Therein shall you live, and therein shall you die, and from it shall you be . " 25
'." raised

Commentary : verses 24-25

It was thus that Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden, and, thereafter,
 : humankind began their adventurous lives on the earth. The Qur'ān says

He said: ` Get you down, some of you (being) the enemies of others and for you " 
'." there is in the earth an abode and a provision for a (fixed) time

****

Allah says to human beings that both your lives and deaths perform on the earth, and,
.on the Resurrection Day you will be raised and come out from inside the ground

He said: ` Therein shall you live, and therein shall you die, and from it shall you be " 
'." raised

It is understood from this verse that, on the Resurrection Day, Allah will raise and

.bring out human beings from this very ground

****
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Section 3: Mankind warned against its enemy, Satan

Point

Mankind was warned against Satan and his Tribe Sincerity in prayer

.Justice in dealings enjoined

اشًیروَ مْکُِت  ءوْسَ  يرِا  وُی  اسًابِل  مْکُْیلَعَ  انْلزَْناَ  دْقَ  مَدَا  یِنَبا  ي- - 26

نَورَُّکَّذیَ مْهَُّلعََل  هِّللا  تِا  - يا نِْم  کَِل  رٌْیخَ ذ  کَِل  يوْقَّتلا ذ  سُابِلوَ 

O' children of Adam ! We have indeed sent down to you clothing to cover your . " 26
;shameful parts, and (for) adornment, and the raiment of piety

." that is the best. This is of the Signs of Allah so that they may take admonition

Commentary : verse 26

 ! A Warning unto All the Children of Adam

From this holy verse on, Allah states a series of constructive commandments and

recommendations for all the children of Adam, which, in fact, are the continuation of

.Adam's affairs in Heaven

At first, He points to the subject of clothing and covering the body, which had an

 : important function in the event of Adam. Allah says

O' children of Adam ! We have indeed sent down to you clothing to cover your " 
, ..." shameful parts

The usage of the clothing that He has sent for us is not only for covering the body and

concealing its shameful parts, but it is also a factor of adornment. Clothing is a

splendor and an ornament which makes one's stature seem more beautiful than what

.it really is
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, ..." and (for) adornment "... 

Following this phrase, which refers to the outward clothing of people, the Qur'ān

streches the discussion to the spiritual clothing. As the manner of the Qur'ān is in

many other instances, it combines these two aspects together, and says that the

 : clothing of piety is better than that clothing. It says
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. ..." and the raiment of piety; that is the best "... 

The resemblance of piety and righteousness to `raiment' is a very explicit and

expressive resemblance. Clothing both protects the body from cold and heat, and is a
fender against a great deal of dangers. It both covers the vices of the body and is an

ornament for persons. The essence of piety and righteousness, besides covering the

ugliness of man's sins and protecting him from a lot of personal and social dangers, is
also considered a very great adornment for him. It is a notable ornament which

.increases his personality

The objective meaning of `the raiment of piety' is that very spirit of piety which

', protects the soul of man, and, however, the sense of `shy

.righteous deed.', and the like of them are assembled in it`

At the end of the verse, the Qur'ān implies that these raiments that Allah has assigned

for you, irrespective of the material raiment and the spiritual one, bodily raiment and

the raiment of piety, are wholly from among the signs of Allah, so that the servants of

 : Allah may remember the Divine bounties. It says

." This is of the signs of Allah so that they may take admonition "... 

 : Raiments in the Past and Present

As far as the history of man indicates, human beings have always worn clothes, but, in
our time, the means of producing clothes have so vastly varied and developed that it

.is not compareable with the past at all

And, unfortunately, the secondary aspects of clothes, and even its unpleasant and

disgraceful instances, have so vastly spread that they are being preceded the

.philosophy of clothing

Clothing has been taken a factor of kinds of luxuries, expansion of corruptions,
excitation of lusts, gaudiness, haughtiness, prodigality, extravagance and the like of
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them. Sometime there may be found some surprising clothes among people, and

particularly among those young ones who imitate the western customs, that its

.aspect of madness precedes its aspect of intellect

The custom of following fasition in clothing, not only waste a great deal of wealth, but

.also squanders a great part of time and powers of individuals
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نُا - طْیَّشلا مُکَُّننَِتْفیَ  مَدَا لا  یِنَبا  ي- - 27

امهُسَابِل امهُْنعَ  عُزِْنیَ  هَِّنجَْلا  نَِم  مْکُْیوََباَ  جَرَخْاَ  امکَ 

امهِِت ءوْسَ  امهُیَرُِیِل 

مْهَُنوْرَتَ ثُْیحَ لا  نِْم  هُُلیبقَوَ  وَهُ  مْکُ  - لریَ هَُّنِا 

ءَایِلوْاَ نَیطا  - یَّشلا انَْلعَجَ  اّنِا 

نَوُنِمؤُْی نَیذَّلِل لا 

O' children of Adam ! Let not Satan seduce you as he expelled your parents from . " 27
the Garden, stripping them both of their clothings that he might expose unto them

,their shameful parts. Surely he sees you

he and his Tribe, from where you do not see them. We have made the Satans the

." friends of those who do not believe

Commentary : verse 27

Point

The previous verse referred to raiment as a divine bounty. Here, the Qur'ān warns us

.to be aware that Satan does not take away this raiment and bounty from us

Satan seduces the believing people either, and causes them to deviate from the

straight path. But he has not a full mastership and domination over them, because a
believing person can be saved by means of repentance and refuging to Allah. Thus,

.his domination is over the disbelievers

O' children of Adam ! Let not Satan seduce you as he expelled your parents from the " 
Garden, stripping them both of their clothings that he might expose unto them their

shameful parts. Surely he sees you, he and his Tribe, from where you do not see

." them. We have made the Satans the friends of those who do not believe
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Explanations

.Any kind of propaganda and preach, which ends to nakedness, is Satanic . 1

Exposing the privity parts is a preparation for the lack of belief and domination of . 2
.Satan

.Nakedness is a factor of banishment from the rank of nearness to Allah . 3

Adam (a.s.), who was prostrated unto by the angels, was seduced by Satan, . 4
.therefore, you should be more careful

Satan is not alone, He has some groups of assistances, too. They watch you in all . 5
.moments

****
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اهِب انرَمَاَ  هُّللا  انءَابا وَ  اهْیلَعَ  اندْجَوَ  اوُلاق  هًشَحِا  اوُلعَفَ ف- اذِاوَ  - 28

ءِاشحْفَْلاِب رُُمأْیَ  هَّللا لا  َّنِا  لُْق 

نَومُلَْعتَ ام لا  هِّللا  یلَعَ  نَوُلوقُتَاَ 

And whenever they commit an indecency, they say: ` We found our fathers . " 28
 : (acting) upon it, and Allah has enjoined it on us.' Say

Verily Allah does not enjoin indecencies. Do you say against Allah what you do not ` 
 ? '." know

Commentary : verse 28

In this verse, the Qur'ān points to one of the important temptations of Satan, which is
usually stated by the tongues of some persons who have Satanic qualities. It is so that

when they do a disgraceful action, and they are asked of its reason, they will answer

that it is the custom and tradition that they have found with their ancestors upon it in
 : addition that Allah has enjoined them upon it, too. The verse says

And whenever they commit an indecency, they say: ` We found our fathers (acting) " 
.' ..." upon it, and Allah has enjoined it on us

It is interesting that, for answering them, the Qur'ān does not pay attention to the

first reason, i.e. the blindly following their fathers. It suffices to answer their second

 : proof. It says

. ..." Say : ` Verily Allah does not enjoin indecencies "... 

The reason of this statement is that Allah's commandment is not separate from the

.command of intellect

 : Then the verse ends with the following holy phrase

 ? '." Do you say against Allah what you do not know "... 

The objective meaning of the Arabic word /fāhišah/ (indecency), here, in this verse, is
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any indecent and disgrace action, including `naked circumambulation. This action was

performed by some ignorant people in order to follow their unjust leaders, which is

.counted one of its clear denotation expansions

****
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طِسْقِْلاِب یّبرَ  رَمَاَ  لُْق  - 92

نَیدّلا هَُل  نَیصِلخُْم  هُوعُدْا  دٍجِسْمَ وَ  لِّکُ  دَنعِ  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اومُیقاَوَ 

نَودُوعُتَ مْکُاَدََب  -ا  مکَ

Say: ` My Lord has enjoined justice, and set your faces upright (toward Him) at . " 29
every place of worship, and call upon Him being sincere to Him in religion. As He

." brought you forth in the beginning, so shall you also return

Commentary : verse 29

 : The verse begins as follows

, ..." Say: ` My Lord has enjoined justice " 

The Qur'ān commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say that his Lord has enjoined him

.justice, and to what wisdom testifies that it is proper, right, and good

'. It has been said that the purpose of the Qur'nic term /qist/ (justice), here, is `Unity

( ..." and set your faces upright (toward Him "... 

It addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and tells him to say that the servants should intend

to worship Allah while they are rightly stationed toward the direction of the Ka`bah,
.not toward any other direction

, ..." at every place of worship "... 

You should observe this divine ordinance at anytime and place of prostration that you

'. are. The purpose of this holy phrase is in the state of `prayer

. ..." and call upon Him being sincere to Him in religion "... 

In this part of the verse, it commands that servants should worship Allah sincerely.
That is, sincerity in worshipping Allah (s.w.t.) has been enjoined. The verse concludes

 : as follows
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There are some ideas stated upon the relation of this meaning to the former

 : circumstance, as follows

The statement means that we should call upon Allah (s.w.t.) sincerely, since, finally, we

.will be raised up again and we will be given our rewards in Hereafter

the Qur'ān implies that if, from the point of intellect, it is difficult for you to consider

this fact in your mind, look upon your creation in the beginning. Then do know that, as

Allah brought you forth from the infinite desert of non-existence into the flower-
garden of existence, once more, after death He will give life to your earthly body, too,

.in the form of a new creation, and He will raise you up again

****
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هَُللا - َّضلا ِ-مُ  هْیلَعَ َّق  اقًیرفَوَ حَ- يد  ً-ا هَ- قیرفَ - 30

هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  ءَایِلوْاَ  نَیطا  - یَّشلا اوذُخََّتا  مُهَُّنِا 

نَودُتَهُْم مهَُّناَ  نَوُبسَحْیَوَ 

,A party He has guided aright while a party error is justly their due . " 30

,for) verily they took Satans for their guardians other than Allah)

." and they think that they are the ones guided aright

Commentary : verse 30

There are some groups of people who, as a result of receptivity and accepting the

invitation of the Truth, have been involved in the grace of Allah and have gained the

reward of guidance. On the contrary, those who rejected the invitation of the Truth,
have been deprived from the grace of Allah, and they have been left to themselves.
And, consequently, the light of guidance did not brighten wide their breasts, nor it

.lightened their hearts, and they were deserving of aberration

, ..." A party He has guided aright while a party error is justly their due " 

In view of the point that this meaning has occurred after the statement of raising up

the dead, it makes clear that `guidance' is in the sense of `leading', and `aberration'

'. is applied with the meaning of `being deprived from good rewards and Heaven

, ..." for) verily they took Satans for their guardians other than Allah "... )

This statement points out to this fact that their retribution is not undue and without

any cause. It is for this condition that they have committed sins and have preferred

.the love of Satan to the love of Allah

.Instead of obeying Allah, they have obeyed Satan

." and they think that they are the ones guided aright "... 
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They disobey Allah, yet they think that they are on the path of right and they are

.guided aright

****
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دٍجِسْمَ لِّکُ  دَنعِ  مْکُتَنَیز  اوذُخُ  مَدَا  ینَبا  ي- - 31

اوُفرِسُْت لاوَ  اوُبرَشْاوَ  اوُلکُوَ 

نَیفرِسْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّنِا لا 

O' children of Adam ! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of . " 31
prayer, and eat and drink but do not act extravagantly; verily He does not like the

(." extravagant (ones

Commentary : verse 31

The verse addresses all the children of Adam, saying to them that they should take

with themselves their clothings with which they ornament themselves when they

.perform every prayer

It has been narrated that whenever Imam Hassan Mujtabā stood to keep prayer, he

used to wear his best clothes. In answer to the question why he (a.s.) used to do so, he

.said : " Allah is beautiful and He likes beauty

Therefore, I decorate myself for Him." And after that, he recited the verse under

.discussion

,O' children of Adam ! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer " 
..."

Some of the commentators have said that this verse enjoins Muslims to wear their

own clothes at the time of performing every prayer and circumambulation. This is

opposite the notion of the pagans who used to circumambulate nakedly. They said

that they would not worship the Lord with the clothes in which they had committed

.sins

Some other commentators have said that the purpose of `wearing the beautiful

.apparel' is targeted to combing the hair at the time of establishing every prayer

 : The verse continues saying
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and eat and drink but do not act extravagantly; verily He does not like the "... 
(." extravagant (ones

It is narrated from Ibn-`Abbās who has said : "Eat whatever you desire, and wear

whatever you like, but beware that the two qualities of extravagance and pride do not

." cause you to commit sin
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Section 4 : The Guidance through Messengers and Their Rejections

Point

The messengers coming with the guidance The fate of disbelievers the guilty ones

shall accuse

.each other and shall themselves witness against themselves

قِزْرِّلا نَِم  ِیَّطلا  تِابّ هدِابعِِل وَ  جَرَخْاَ  یِتَّلا  هِّللا  هَنَیز  مََّرحَ  نْمَ  لُْق  - 32

ایْنُّدلا هِویحَْلا  یِف  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلِل  یَهِ  لُْق 

هِمَ - یقِْلا مَوْیَ  هًصَِلاخ 

نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِا  - يلاا لُصِّفَُن  کَِل  ذکَ 

Say: ` Who has prohibited the ornament of Allah and the good provision which He . " 32
has brought forth for His servants ? ' Say: ` These are for those who believe in the

(short) life of this world (to be) exclusively theirs on the Day of Resurrection.' Thus do

." We explain the Signs for a people who know

Commentary : verse 32

:The verse begins thus

Say: ` Who has prohibited the ornament of Allah and the good provision which He " 
 ? '..." has brought forth for His servants

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded to ask who has forbidden the clothings with

which people decorate themselves, and who has prohibited the pure and good

sustenances. These are the things Allah has created for His servants. The verse

 : continues saying

Say: ` These are for those who believe in the (short) life of this world (to be) "... 
.' ..." exclusively theirs on the Day of Resurrection
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These bounties, in this present world, are for the believing people, yet they are not

peculiar to them, because disbelieving ones have also a share in them. But, in the

.Hereafter, they are special to the believers and none else will have a share in them
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The fact that in this statement Allah has not said that these are in the world for both

those who believe and those who do not believe, is in order to attract the attentions to

this matter that bounties have been created for the benefit of the believing people,
.and, in the meantime, the disbelieving ones enjoy these bounties, too

." Thus do We explain the signs for a people who know "... 

The Qur'ān implies that as Allah introduces the hypocrites to you and admonishes the

benefit of your religion to you, He explains the Signs for the people who have

.knowledge, too

****
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نَطََباموَ اهْنِم  رَهَظَام  شَحِا  وفَْلا  یَِّبرَ  مََّرحَ  امَّنِا  لُْق  - 33

اًنا - طْلسُ هِب  لْزِّنَُی  مَْل  ام  هِّللاِب  اوکُرِشُْت  نْاَوَ  قِّحَْلا  رِْیغَِب  یَْغبَْلا  مَْثلاِْاوَ وَ 

نَومُلَْعتَ ام لا  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْاَوَ 

Say: ` My Lord has prohibited only indecencies, those apparent of them and . " 33
those concealed, and sin and unjust aggression (against people's rights) and that you

associate with Allah that for which He has not sent down any authority, and that you

." say against Allah what you do not know

Commentary : verse 33

Say: ` My Lord has prohibited only indecencies, those apparent of them and those " 
, ..." concealed

The purpose of this first phrase of the verse is that Allah has prohibited only the things

which are indecent. The verses of the Sura, up to here, have referred to the

 : indecencies in brief. This verse, following the subject in details, says

( ..." and sin and unjust aggression (against people's rights "... 

 : The indecencies are divided into four categories. They are

Undue oppression and vice, 2) attributing partners to Allah, and 3) forging a lie(1
against Allah. Of course, oppression is always undue, but in fact, this quality has been

.added for emphasis

Some commentators have said the objective meaning of `indecencies' is `hidden

fornication' and `to be naked in circumambulation'. The former is called `concealed',
'. and the latter is counted `apparent

and that you associate with Allah that for which He has not sent down any "... 
, ..." authority

One of the other prohibited indecencies is attributing partners to Allah. There is no
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.proof or reason to justify the sin of polytheism

." and that you say against Allah what you do not know "... 

Another forbidden indecencies is saying something against Allah without having any

.knowledge about it

.Now, in the next verse, the Qur'ān pays to soothing the holy Prophet
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هًعَاس نَورُخِئتَسْیَ  مْهُُلجَاَ لا  ءَاج  اذاِفَ  لٌجَاَ  هٍَّمُا  لِّکُِلوَ  - 34

نَوُمدِْقتَسْیَ لاوَ 

And for every people there is (an appointed) term, so when their term comes they . " 34
." cannot put it back the least while nor can they advance it

Commentary : verse 34

Point

The `appointed term' is not assigned only for individuals. There have been some

communities, nations, and government that not only they themselves but also their

civilizations, cultures, works and social customs have been destroyed. It is not

peculiar to only life and death to have `an appointed time'. All glories, governments,
properties, and the like of them, have also appointed terms. When the appointed term

reaches, all supports, endeavours, and rivals are worthless to do anything in order to

.change its time, sooner of later

And for every people there is (an appointed) term, so when their " 

." term comes they cannot put it back the least while nor can they advance it

However, this holy verse threatens the pagans of Quraysh to the chastisement which

is with Allah. Their punishment will be sent down upon them in an appointed time, the

.same as it was sent down upon the former unjust nations

 : Explanations

In the world of existence, there happens nothing, nor a changing, casually and . 1
outside of the control of Allah (s.w.t.). The laws governing over communities, similar to

.the laws governing over idividuals, also practically exist

, ..." And for every people there is (an appointed) term " 
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.The possibilities and powers that you have are perishable . 2

.Therefore utilize them in the best form as far as you can

.Be not proud of the world and its titles . 3

The transgressors should not count the respite of Allah as a sign . 4

p: 336

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3134 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.of His grace upon them. Their term will come, too

.Always there comes a group in the scene of power to be tested and to pass away . 5

 ..." their term comes "... 

The strugglers of the path of Allah will not despair when the tyrannical persons . 6
.overcome. They continue their effort, since tyrants are perishable

, ... " for every people there is (an appointed) term "... 

****
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یتا - يا مْکُْیلَعَ  نَوُّصقُیَ  مْکُنِم  لٌسُرُ  مْکَُّنیَِتْ�یَ  امِّا  مَدَا  ینَبا  ي- - 35

حَلَصْاَوَ یقَّتا  نِمَفَ 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُلاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  لافَ 

اهْنعَ اورُبَکْتَسْاوَ  انِتا  - ياِب اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 36

رِاّنلا بُا  - حصْاَ کَِئلوُْا 

نَودُِلا اهیِف خ- مْهُ 

O children of Adam ! When there come to you Messengers from among you . " 35
relating to you My signs, (follow them). Then whoever guards (against evil) and

." amends (himself) no fear shall be upon them nor shall they grieve

And those who belie Our Signs and turn away from them with arrogance these . " 36
." are the inhabitants of the Fire, wherein shall they abide forever

Commentary : verses 35-36

Point

Addressing the children of Adam wholly, the verse describes that if some prophets

come to you, who are of the same creation as you, in order to recite Allah's

revelations to you and to aware you of His commandments, whoever keeps from evil

and does not belie them, and improves his deeds and characteristics, there will be no

 : fear upon him in this world nor any grief in the Hereafter. The verse says

O children of Adam ! When there come to you Messengers from among you relating " 
to you My signs, (follow them). Then whoever guards (against evil) and amends

." (himself) no fear shall be upon them nor shall they grieve

****

p: 338

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3136 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Then, immediately after that, the Qur'ān adds that the persons who belie Allah's

revelations and arrogantly do not accept them, will abide in Hell Fire for ever. The

 : verse says

And those who belie Our Signs and turn away from them with arrogance These are " 
." the inhabitants of the Fire, wherein shall they abide forever

 : Explanations

Coming prophets one after another, is Allah's way of treatment, which had been . 1
planned before. The secret of the effect and influence of their speech is that they are

.from among people themselves

The real believers in the prophets' invitations are those who are virtuous and . 2
.amend themselves

.Peacefulness comes forth under the light of Faith and piety . 3

The consequence of belying prophets arrogantly, and rejecting their invitations, is . 4
.the everlasting punishment and Hell

****
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هِتا - يا بََّذکَوْاَ بِ- اًبذِکَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  يرتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مَُل  - ظْاَ نْمَفَ  - 37

مْهَُنوَّْفوَتَیَ انُلسُرُ  مْهُْتءَاج  اذِا  یّتحَ  بِا  - تکِْلا نَِم  مهُُبیصَن  مْهُُلانیَ  کَِئ  - لوُْا

هِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  نَوعُدْتَ  مُْتْنکُ  ام  نَْیاَ  اوُلاق 

مْهِسِفُْناَ یلعَ  اودُهِشَوَ  اّنعَ  اوُّلضَ  اوُلاق 

نَیرِفا اوُناک ك- مْهُ  - َّناَ

Who is then more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah or belies His Signs . " 37
? Those shall receive their share (of destiny) from the Book (in the world) until when

,Our messengers come to them to take them away

 ? ' they would say: ` Where are those which you used to call upon besides Allah

They would say: ` They have departed from us;' and they will bear witness against

." themselves that they were disbelievers

Commentary : verse 37

 : Now, in this verse, the Qur'ān pays to threatening the rejectors, where it says

 ? Who is then more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah or belies His Signs " 
..."

This question is to emphasize the mentioned matter, as well as the reality of the

information. It implies that none is more unjust than the one who forges a lie against

.Allah, or the one who belies His revelations

.These signs are some clear evidences unto Unity and prophecy

 : The verse continues saying

( ..." Those shall receive their share (of destiny) from the Book (in the world "...

.Such persons will receive and taste their share from the divine chastisement
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In this statement, the word `Book' has been used instead of the sense of the term

.`chastisement', since it is the Book which informs them of their punishment

p: 340

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3139 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Some commentators have said that the objective meaning of it is that they will enjoy

the share of lifetime, sustenance, and whatever has been recorded and decreed by

.Allah for them. These things will not be ceased from them until death reaches them

until when Our messengers come to them to take them away, they would say: " "... 
 ? ' ..." Where are those which you used to call upon besides Allah

Then, after passing their lifetime, and that their days are numbered, when the

messengers of Allah, i.e. the angels, refer to them in order to take their souls, they tell

.them where their idols, which they used to worship, are

The purpose of this question is to reprimand them. It addresses them and asks them

.why those idols do not come and help them to save them from the punishment

Some commentators have said that the purpose of it is not their death, but the

.purpose is the Day of Resurrection when the angels come to take them into Hell

They would say: ` They have departed from us;' and they will bear witness against "... 
." themselves that they were disbelievers

In answer to the question of the angels, they say that the idols have departed from

them and can not defend them. They acknowledge that their worshippings, that they

performed for them, are totally nullified and dissipated. They confess that they have

.been disbelievers

****
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لَاق - 38

رِاّنلا یِف  سِْنلاِا  نِّجِْلا وَ  نَِم  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  تْلَخَ  دْقَ  مٍمَُا  یف  اوُلخُدْا 

اعًیمجَ اهیف  اوکُرَادّا  اذَِا  یّتحَ  اهتَخُْا  تْنَعََل  هٌَّمُا  تْلَخَدَ  امَّلکُ 

رِاّنلا نَِم  افًْعضِ  اًباذعَ  مْهِِتا  انوُلَّضاَ فَ- ءِلاؤُ  انَّبرَ ه- مْهُا  - لولاُِ مْهُارخُْا  تَْلاق 

نَومُلَْعتَ نْکِ لا  - لوَ فٌْعضِ  لٍّکُِل  لَاق 

He will say: ` Enter you into the (Hell) Fire among the groups of people and jinn . " 38
that have passed away before you. Whenever a group enters (the Fire), it curses its

sister-group; until when they follow each other, all into the Fire, the last of them shall

:say with regard to the foremost of them

.Our Lord ! These are they who led us astray ` 

.' Therefore give them a double chastisement of the Fire

'." He will say:`For each one there is double (chastisement), but you do not know

Commentary : verse 38

One of the shaking scenes on the Day of Retribution is the gathering of the people of

Hell and their dispute with each other there. This dispute occurs particularly between

the sinners and their chiefs and those leading ones who caused these sinners to be

sent into Hell. For this very reason, these evil doers, who had been friends with each

.other before, here, become enemies to each other

On That Day all friends become enemies except the virtuous ones whose friendship is
fixed with each other, both in this world and the coming world. Sura Az-Zukhruf, No.
43, verse 67 says : " The friends shall on That Day be enemies one to another, except

." the pious ones

 : The verse begins as follows

He will say: ` Enter you into the (Hell) Fire among the groups of people and jinn that " 
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. ..." have passed away before you

On the Resurrection Day, Allah will tell the disbelievers to enter into the Hell Fire

amongst those groups of people and jinn who had paved
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.the path of infidelity and were destroyed before them

; ..." Whenever a group enters (the Fire), it curses its sister-group "... 

Every nation who enter the Hell Fire will curse the nation that have entered the fire

.before them and who have the same form of thought

The purpose of the Arabic term `ukht' (sister), mentioned in this verse, is not the

'. sense of the word `sister', but its objective meaning is `of the same ideology

Therefore, the communities who have followed their leaders in the world very

sincerely and affectionately will curse them and will tell them that they have misled

them and have brought them into Fire. Thus, they demand that the curse of Allah may

 ! be upon them

until when they follow each other, all into the Fire, the last of them shall say with "... 
.regard to the foremost of them

.Our Lord ! These are they who led us astray ` 

:Therefore give them a double chastisement of the Fire.' He will say

 '." For each one there is double (chastisement), but you do not know ` 

At the time when all of them enter the Hell Fire and gather with together therein,
those who have entered later, compared with the leaders of them who have entered

formerly, will address their Lord, and say that it was those leaders who caused them

.to be deprived from worshipping Him

They ask Him to increase double their punishment. That is, such leaders invited them

.to go astray and prevented them to follow the truth

Imam Sạ̄diq (a.s.) in this regard says : " The purpose is the Imams (leaders) of

," transgression

Some commentators have said that the purpose of this phrase is that they deserve
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two kinds of punishment. The first is the punishment of infidelity, and the second is the

.punishment of misleading others

****
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مْهُارخْلاُِ مْهُلاوُا  تَْلاقوَ  - 39

بَاذعَْلا اوُقوذُفَ  لٍضْفَ  نِْم  انْیلَعَ  مْکَُل  نَاک  امفَ 

نَوُبسِکْتَ مُْتْنکُ  امِب 

And the foremost of them will say to the last of them: ` So there is no preference . " 39
." for you over us. Therefore, taste the chastisement for what you used to earn

Commentary : verse 39

:The verse begins as follows

And the foremost of them will say to the last of them: ` So there is no preference for " 
. ..." you over us

Some commentators have said that the verse means that, in Hell, a former

community will say to the latter community that they are not superior to them from

.the point of attitude and intellect

." Therefore, taste the chastisement for what you used to earn "... 

They tell them that they themselve chose infidelity, and they have no interference in
.that choice. Consequently, they should themselves tolerate the punishment of Allah

****
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Section 5: Disbelievers shall not Enter Paradise

Point

No soul is charged with any responsibility but to the limits of its ability

.The fate of disbelievers and the reward the believers will receive

اهْنعَ اورُبَکْتَسْاوَ  انِتا  - يا اوُبَّذکَ بِ- نَیذَّلا  َّنِا  - 40

ءِامَّسلا بُا  وْباَ  مْهَُل  حَُّتفَُت  لا 

طِایخِْلا مِّسَ  یف  لُمَجَْلا  جَِلیَ  یّتحَ  هََّنجَْلا  نَوُلخُدْیَ  لاوَ 

نَیمرِجْمُْلا يزِجَْن  کَِل  ذکَوَ 

Verily those who belie Our Signs and, turn away from them with arrogance, the . " 40
gates of the heaven shall not be opened to them, nor shall they enter Paradise until

the camel passes through the eye of the needle and thus do We recompense the

.guilty

Commentary : verse 40

Point

It can be understood from this verse that the purpose of the Arabic term / samā' /
(sky), mentioned in this verse, is the place where Heaven is located in. So, in order to

.enter Heaven, the people of Heaven must pass through its gates

:The verse says

Verily those who belie Our Signs and, turn away from them with arrogance, the " 
gates of the heaven shall not be opened to them, nor shall they enter Paradise until

the camel passes through the eye of the needle and thus do We recompense the

.guilty
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The Arabic term /jamal/ means `camel' or `the thick rope by which ships are kept

fastened beside the shore'. This meaning is more fitting than the meaning of `needle

and camel'. But, since the purpose is the statement of impossibility of the arrival of the

disbelievers into Paradise, the meaning
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of `camel' and passing a camel through the eye of a needle is nearer to the concept

.of impossibility

Besides, the Bible, Luke, Chapter 18, No 25 says : " For it is easier for a camel to go

." through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God

Thus, despite Allah's gates of the grace of the sky and the earth are open to the

.virtuous believers, the gates of heaven are shut for the hostile beliers, the infidels

, ..." the gates of the heaven shall not be opened to them "... 

 : Explanations

It is probable that this meaning is understood from the apparent context of the . 1
(verse that Paradise is in heavens.(1

Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) has said : "The gates of the heaven are open at five

times : when the struggle of strivers of Islam begins; when it is raining; when the

(Qur'ān is being recited; at dawn; and at the time of calling to prayer."(2

****
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شٍاوغَ مْهِِقوْفَ  نِْموَ  دٌاهِم  مََّنهَجَ  نِْم  مْهَُل  - 41

نَیمِلا - ظّلا يزِجَْن  کَِل  ذکَوَ 

For them shall be a bed of Hell-Fire and from above them coverings (of it); and . " 41
." thus do We recompense the unjust

Commentary : verse 41

'; The Qur'ānic term /mihād/ is derived from /mahd/ which means `bed

'. and the term /qawāŝ/ is the plural form of /qāŝiyah/ in the sense of `cover

'. It is also used with the meaning of `a camp

This hostile group, who turn away from the Truth, are referred to in verse 37 of this

Sura as `infidels'. In verse No. 40, they are discussed as `beliers and sinners.' In this

current verse, they are pointed to as `the unjust.' The reason why they are called

differently is that the one who belies the signs of Allah, is deserving to be entitled with

.all these words

In Sura Al-Bagarah, No. 2, verse 254, we recite : "... and the infidels they are the

." unjust

 : Thus, Hell Fire will encompass the whole entity of the disbelievers

from above and beneath of them. The evidence is also Sura Al`Ankabūt, No. 29, verse

55, where it says : " On the day when the chastisement shall cover them from above

, ..." them, and from beneath their feet

,However, applying the term /mihād/ (bed) for the people of Hell

mentioned in this verse, is a kind of mocking them. It means that their resting place is
(Hell.(1

 : The verse says
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For them shall be a bed of Hell-Fire and from above them coverings (of it); and thus " 
." do We recompense the unjust

****
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تِا - حِلا - صّلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَا  نَیذَّلاوَ  - 42

هَِّنجَْلا بُا  - حصْاَ کَِئ  - لوُْا اهعَسْوُ  لاّءِإاسًْفَن  ِلکَُن  فُّ لا 

نَودُِلا اهیف خ- مْهُ 

And those who believe and do righteous deeds We do not impose upon anyone a . " 42
duty but to the extent of his ability these are the inhabitants of Paradise wherein shall

." they abide forever

Commentary : verse 42

The Qur'ān usually brings the concepts of `glad tidings' and `warning' beside each

other. In the previous verse, the end of the arrogant evildoers was stated. Here, in

.this verse, the good end of the eligible believers is referred to

And those who believe and do righteous deeds We do not impose upon anyone a " 
duty but to the extent of his ability these are the inhabitants of Paradise wherein shall

." they abide forever

Some apparently similar bounties of Heaven, such as : a stream of milk, a stream of

honey, a beautiful spouse, and gardens and castles, can be supplied in this world, with

a great number of difference, of course, for a small number of people. But it is

impossible to provide eternity of life here for anyone, which is possible in Heaven, and

.the dwellers of Paradise are eternally provided with the Divine bounties

Paradise is the reward of faith and good action which needs effort and endeavour, not

.any pretext

Of course, the fulfilment of all good deeds is the best, yet, in action, every body is

responsible as much as he is able to do. There is no exhausting duty upon the

 : believers in Islam. The verse says

 ..." but to the extent of his ability "... 

Again, Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 77 says : "... He has chosen you and has not laid upon
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; ..." you any hardship in religion

Then if there is any duty decreed upon us, surely we have been able to do it, although

.we have not applied our entire abilities
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رُا - هْنلاَْا مُهِِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرجْتَ  لٍّغِ  نِْم  مهِرِودُصُ  یف  ام  انعْزََنوَ  - 43

هُّللا اَنادهَ  نْاَ  لاوَْل  يَدِتَهْنَِل  اّنکُ  اموَ  اذ  - هِل ان  - لدهَ يذَّلا  هِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  اوُلاقوَ 

قِّحَْلاِب انِّبرَ  لُسُرُ  تْءَاج  دْقََل 

مُْتْنکُ امِب  اهومُُتْثرِوُا  هَُّنجَْلا  مُکُْلِت  نْاَ  اودُوُنوَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ

And we will remove whatever rancour be in their breasts; the rivers shall flow . " 43
beneath their abodes and they will say: ` All praise be to Allah who guided us to this;

and had Allah not guided us, we would not have been guided. Indeed, our Lord's

messengers came with the truth.' And it will be cried out to them that: ` This is the

.'" Garden which you inherit for what you used to do

Commentary : verse 43

Point

The Arabic term /qill/ means `a secretly penetration'. Regarding this, the secret

/. grudge and envy are also called /qill

In the former verses, we recited that the dwellers of Hell curse each other. Now, in
this verse, the Qur'ān says that the dwellers of Heaven have no rancour in their

breasts unto each other. Whatever they have is peace and affection. None may envy

.another's rank. All of them are thankful of the bounties of Allah in Heaven

 : Explanations

Prophets are some means of guidance, and their guidance is accompanied with . 1
truth. They themselves, their speeches, their actions, their styles, and their promises

.are entirely truth

. ..." Indeed, our Lord's messengers came with the truth "... 
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According to the Islamic literature, every one of the believers and the disbelievers, . 2
has a place both in Heaven and in Hell. But, believers
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inherit the places of disbelievers in Heaven and disbelievers inherit the Hellish places

.of the believers

 ..." This is the Garden which you inherit "... ` 

It is understood from the Islamic traditions that the gates of happiness and . 3
wretchedness are open to everybody. No one was created for Heaven nor for Hell

from the beginning. It is the person's choice and action which leads the one toward

.the final abode

Heaven stands instead of good action, not because of bare wishes and . 4
.imaginations

." for what you used to do "... 

****
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رِاّنلا بَا  - حصْاَ هَِّنجَْلا  بُا  - حصْاَ يدانوَ  - 44

اقحَ مْکُُّبرَ  دَعَوَ  ام  مُْتدجَوَ  لْهَفَ  اقحَ  انُّبرَ  اندَعَوَ  ام  اندْجَوَ  دْقَ  نْاَ 

مْعََن اوُلاق 

هِّللا هُنَْعَل  نْاَ  مْهُنَْیَب  نٌذِّؤَُم  نََّذاَفَ 

نَیمِلا - ظّلا یلَعَ 

And the inhabitants of Paradise will call to the inhabitants of the (Hell) Fire: ` We . " 44
have found what our Lord promised us true; have you, too, found what your Lord

promised true ? They will say: ` Yes.' Then a crier will proclaim between them that: `
." Allah's curse is on the unjust

Commentary : verse 44

Point

It is recorded in the books of Shi`ite narrations and in some books of traditions of

Sunnite school (like the book by Hākim Huskānī) that the above-mentioned `crier' will

be Hadrat Alī (a.s.). Similarly, he (a.s.) recited the Sura Al-Barā'ah in Mecca which

announced the acquittance of Muslims from the whole pagans of the world.
Therefore, the recitation of resolutions of acquittance and curse of Allah unto pagans

.are from the tongue of Ali (a.s.), both in the world and Hereafter

And the inhabitants of Paradise will call to the inhabitants of the (Hell) Fire: ` We " 
have found what our Lord promised us true; have you, too, found what your Lord

promised true ? They will say: ` Yes.' Then a crier will proclaim between them that: `
." Allah's curse is on the unjust

 : Explanations

In Hereafter, the dwellers of Heaven and the dwellers of Hell will speak with each . 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3156 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.other

: ..." And the inhabitants of paradise will call to the inhabitants of the (Hell) Fire " 
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The believers and the disbelievers will find the promises of Allah in truth and . 2
.practical

; ..." We have found what our Lord promised us true "... ` 

By means of the inhabitants of Heaven, Allah will make the inhabitants of Hell . 3
(confession, so that they incur some more shame and pressure.(1

All of the belies, accusations and sarcasms of the disbelievers will have some day a . 4
.painful and sharp response

:Then a crier will proclaim between them that "... 

." Allah's curse is on the unjust ` 

 : The court of Hereafter upon disbelievers will end with the motto saying

." Allah's curse is on the unjust "... 

****
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اجًوَعِ اهَنوغُْبیَوَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  نْعَ  نَوُّدصُیَ  نَیذَّلا  - 45

نَورُِفا هِرَخِلاْاِب ك- مْهُوَ 

The unjust are those who hinder (people) from Allah's way and seek to make it . " 45
,crooked

." and who are disbelievers in the Hereafter

Commentary : verse 45

.The way of Allah is the way of Unity, submission, Faith, emigration, and Holy Struggle

Transgressors hinder people from the way of Allah (s.w.t.) by means of creating

doubts, temptations, propaganda, weakening them, and also by producing

innovations and superstitions. They also oppose the leaders of truth and create

despair through their hindering the affairs. Or, they cause some changes and

:deviations in the way of Allah (s.w.t.). The holy verse says as follows

The unjust are those who hinder (people) from Allah's way and seek to make it " 
." crooked, and who are disbelievers in the Hereafter

Yes, any hindrance from Allah's way, or creating any deviation in it, is transgression,
.and cultural transgression is the greatest one

The enemy may also fight manifestly and, if he can, he hinders the way of Allah

absolutely. But, if he cannot, by applying different designs, he deviates the way and

.creates some changes alongside the path

, ..." and seek to make it crooked "... 

****
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بٌاجحِ امهُنَْیَبوَ  - 46

مْهُامیسِب لاکُ  نَوُفرِْعیَ  لٌاجرِ  فِارعْلاَْا  یلَعَوَ 

مْکُْیلَعَ مٌلاسَ  نْاَ  هَِّنجَْلا  بَا  - حصْاَ اوْدَانوَ 

نَوعُمَطْیَ مْهُوَ  اهوُلخُدْیَ  مَْل 

.And between the two (groups in Paradise and Hell) there shall be a veil . " 46

,And on 'A`rāf (the heights) there shall be men, recognizing all by their marks

 ! ' who shall call to the inhabitants of Paradise: ` Peace be upon you

." They shall not have entered it; though they hope

Commentary : verse 46

Point

The objective meaning of the term `veil' mentioned in the verse, perhaps, is the same

wall which has been referred to in Sura Al-Hadīd, No. 57, verse 13. It says : "... Then

separation would be brought about between them, with a wall having a door in it : (as

for) the inside of it, there shall be mercy in it, and (as for) the outside of it, before it
(. there shall be punishment." (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān

The Arabic term /'a`rāf/ is the plural form of the word /`urf/ in the sense of `a high

land'. The name of this Sura is taken from this part of the Qur'ān as Al-'A`rāf. It is only

.in this occurrence of the Qur'ān where 'A`rāf and the people of 'A`rāf are referred to

 ? Who Are the People of 'A`rāf

In the Islamic narrations and the statements of the commentators, there are some

various attitudes about them. Some of them believe that these people are some

saints of Allah who will stand on a high place between Heaven and Hell, and who

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3160 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


recognize all people. They will greet to the inhabitants of Heaven and congratulate

.them their good end, but they are worried about the fate of the inhabitants of Hell

Some others introduce these people as some weak persons who have
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both some sins and worshippings, and they are waiting for the grace of Allah. They

are like those about whom Sura Al-Taubah, No. 9 verse 106 says : " And others are

made to await Allah's command, whether He chastises them or whether He turns to

them (mercifully), and Allah is Knowing, Wise." That is, some other sinners are those

whose affairs depend on Divine Will. He will either punish them by His justice, or He

will forgive their sins with His grace. And, Allah knows the interests of people and is
.cognizant to the wisdom of creation, too

Yet, perhaps, it can be said that the main pivot is Allah's saints, and the oppressives

are in the margin. The good doers enter Paradise and the evil doers go into Hell. The

weak people, those who are in the middle, are kept in 'A`rāf, waiting for their fate.
But, the saints of Allah, who are standing on 'A`rāf, will come to help them and will

.intercede them

This statement is the consequence of the attitudes found amongst commentators

.and in Islamic narrations

****
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مْهُرُا - صْباَ تْفَرِصُ  اذِاوَ  - 47

رِاّنلا بِا  - حصْاَ ءَاقْلِت 

نَیمِلا - ظّلا مِوْقَْلا  عَمَ  انْلعَجْتَ  انَّبرَ لا  اوُلاق 

,And when their eyes shall be turned toward the inhabitants of the Fire . " 47

." they shall say: ` Our Lord ! Place us not with the unjust people

Commentary : verse 47

The people of 'A`rāf will look at the inhabitants of Heaven and recognize them and

greet them, but they will not look at the inhabitants of Hell while their eyes shall be

.turned down

, ..." And when their eyes shall be turned toward the inhabitants of the Fire " 

In their supplications, the people of 'A`rāf do not ask Allah not to set them as the

.inhabitants of Fire, but they ask Him not to place them with the unjust people

." they shall say: ` Our Lord ! Place us not with the unjust people "... 

(As if, being companion with an unjust person is worse than being in fire. ('Ālūsī

O' Lord ! If you do not let us enter Paradise, yet do not muster us amongst the unjust

.people

****
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Section 6: The Disappointment of the Wicked in Hell

Point

.The fate of the wicked and their disappointment in Hell

مْهُ - لمیسِب مْهَُنوُفرِْعیَ  لاًاجرِ  فِارعْلاَْا  بُا  - حصْاَ يدانوَ  - 48

مْکُعُمْجَ مْکُْنعَ  ینغْاَ  ام  اوُلاق 

نَورُِبکْتَسْتَ مُْتْنکُ  اموَ 

هٍمَحْرَِب هُّللا  مُهُُلانیَ  مُْتمْسَْقاَ لا  نَیذَّلا  ءِلاؤُ  - هاَ - 49

هََّنجَْلا اوُلخُدْا 

نَوُنزَحْتَ مُْتْناَ  لاوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَلا 

And the occupant of 'A`rāf (the heights) shall call to men whom they will . " 48
recognize by their marks, saying: ` Of no avail were to you your amassing and what

 '." you used to act proudly

Are these they whom you swore that Allah will not bestow any mercy on them ? . " 49
;(Whom Allah now says) Enter you into Paradise

." no fear shall be upon you, nor shall you grieve

Commentary : verses 48-49

:The verse begins saying

And the occupant of 'A`rāf (the heights) shall call to men whom they will recognize " 
by their marks, saying: ` Of no avail were to you your amassing and what you used to

 '." act proudly

Upon the commentary of this verse, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says : "The people of 'A`rāf

means divine prophets and their successors. They will call to some persons of the
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inhabitants of Hell, and to the chiefs of the disbelievers, and blaming them seriously,
they say : `Of no avail were to you
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'." your amassing (wealth) and what you used to act proudly

****

 ? ..." Are these they whom you swore that Allah will not bestow any mercy on them " 

This statement of the Qur'ān refers to the dwellers of Heaven whom the chiefs of

disbelievers blamed and despised in the world. They used to belittle them because of

their poverty and showed arrogance upon them with their worldly wealth. The

.disbelievers swore that Allah would not let them enter into Paradise

whom Allah now says) Enter you into Paradise; no fear shall be upon you, nor shall "... )
." you grieve

By Allah's leave, the people of `A`rāf will state this meaning to the oppressive ones

.that they enter into Heaven while they are neither frightened nor are they grievous

Asḅah-̣ibn-Nabātah has narrated from Imam Amir-ul-Mu'mineen Ali (a.s.) who said :
`On the Day of Judgement, we will stand between Heaven and Hell. Then whoever

has helped us (in the world) we will recognize him by his feature and will send him into

Heaven; and whoever has been hostile to us, we will recognize him, too, and will send

(him into Hell."(1

****
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-هِ َّنجَْلا بَا  - حصْاَ رِا  - نّلا بُا  - حصْاَ يدا  - نوَ - 50

هُّللا مُکُقَزَرَ  امِّم  وْاَ  ءِامْلا  نَِم  انْیلَعَ  اوضُیفاَ  نْاَ 

نَیرِفا - کْلا یلَعَ  امهُمََّرحَ  هَّللا  َّنِا  اوُلاق 

ً-ا بعَِلوَ اوًهَْل  مْهُ  - نَید اوذُ  - خََّتا نَیذَّلا  - 51

ایْنُّدلا هُویحَْلا  مُهُْتَّرغَوَ 

اذ مْهِِموْیَ ه- ءَاقِل  اوسَُن  امکَ  مْهُ  - لسنَن مَوْیَْلافَ 

نَودُحَجْیَ انِتا  - يا اوُناک بِ- اموَ 

And the inhabitants of the (Hell) Fire shall call to the inhabitants of Paradise . " 50
saying: ` Cast on us of water or (and) of what Allah has provided you with.' They shall

'." say : ` Verily Allah has forbidden them both to the disbelievers

Those) who have taken their religion for pastime and a play and the life of the . " ) 51
;world has deluded them

,so today We forsake them as they forgot the encounter of this their day

." and that they denied Our Signs

Commentary : verses 50-51

This verse of the Qur'ān says that the inhabitants of the (Hell) Fire shall call to the

 : inhabitants of Heaven, saying

.' ..." Cast on us of water or (and) of what Allah has provided you with "...` 

This statement is an evidence for the sense that Heaven is located above Hell,
(because the meaning of the Arabic word /'ifādah/ is pouring water from above). Then

the phrase means that they ask the dwellers of Heaven to pour over them from the

.water or the kinds of food and fruit Allah has provided them with
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They shall say : Verily Allah has forbidden them both to the "... 
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'." disbelievers

This is the answer of the inhabitants of Heaven. They say that Allah has forbidden the

drinks and foods of Heaven to the infidels. These infidels are those who toyed with the

religion of Allah, which He had enjoined to follow, and made unlawful or made lawful

.whatever they desired

****

Those) who have taken their religion for pastime and a play and the life of the world " )
 ..." has deluded them; so today We forsake them

Such people will be dealt with like the person who is forgotten while he is in fire.
Neither their request is accepted nor their shedding tear causes any mercy to be

.shown. The same as they forgot this day and did not take it important

." as they forgot the encounter of this their day, and that they denied Our Signs "... 

****
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بٍا - تکِِب مْهُا  - نْئجِ دْقََلوَ  - 52

نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  هًمَحْرَوَ  يدًهُ  مٍْلعِ  یلعَ  هُا  - نْلَّصفَ

And verily We have brought them a Book which We have explained with . " 52
." knowledge a guidance and a mercy for a people who believe

Commentary : verse 52

Allah has completed the argument, but being drowned in the amusing world and

forgetting the Hereafter, and denying the revelations of Allah, is the consequence of

.man's shortcoming himself

 ..." And verily We have brought them a Book " 

There are many torches to lead people towards the right path, but some groups go

.astray because they do not utilize them

The Divine revelation is based upon reality and knowledge. And, the greatest grace

.and mercy of Allah is that He has guided Man

 ..." which We have explained with knowledge "... 

However, religion is a guidance for the believers, not for the obstinate persons who

.seek only pretext

." a guidance and a mercy for a people who believe "... 

****
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هُلَیوأْتَ لاِّا  نَورُظُْنیَ  لْهَ  - 53

لُْبقَ نِْم  هُوسَُن  نَیذَّلا  لُوقُیَ  هُُلیوأْتَ  یتأْیَ  مَوْیَ 

ءَاعفَشُ نِْم  انَل  لْهَفَ  قِّحَْلاِب  انِّبرَ  لُسُرُ  تْءَاج  دْقَ 

لُمَْعَن اّنکُ  يذَّلا  رَْیغَ  لَمَْعنَفَ  ُّدرَُن  وْاَ  انَل  اوعُفَشْیَفَ 

مْهُْنعَ َّلضَوَ  مْهُسَفُْناَ  اورُسِخَ  دْقَ 

نَورُتَْفیَ اوُناک  ام 

 ? Do they wait (for anything) but its interpretation . " 53

(On the day its interpretation comes, those who forgot it before (in the world

.will say: ` Indeed the messengers of our Lord brought the truth

 ? Are there for us then any intercessors that they intercede for us

 ? ' Or could we be sent back to do other than that we were doing

Indeed they have lost their souls and that which they were forging has gone away

." from them

Commentary : verse 53

Point

The Qur'ānic term /ta'wīl/ (interpretation) is in the sense of `referring to the past or

future'. In the Qur'ān, it has been applied with the meaning of the truth, and the

.' beginning or the end of an action

In the current Sura, verse No. 43, the word of the inhabitants of Heaven was that they

said : " Indeed our Lord's messengers came with the truth." Here, in this holy verse,
.the word of the inhabitants of Hell is the same
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 ? Do they wait (for anything) but its interpretation " 

On the day its interpretation comes, those who forgot it before (in the world) will say:
. ..." ` Indeed the messengers of our Lord brought the truth

In Hereafter, disbelievers will gain no vail of their hopes, moanings, and protests.
Therefore, they must take the divine threats seriously in the
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.present world

In the meantime, this fact should be known that neglecting the school of Islam and

.the Qur'ān is a great loss

A vain wish

Disbelievers think that their deeds are correct. On the Resurrection Day, when they

recognize their own error, they wish to return back to the world. But this wish is of no

 : avail. They say

 ? Are there for us then any intercessors that they intercede for us "... 

 ? ' Or could we be sent back to do other than that we were doing

Indeed they have lost their souls and that which they were forging has gone away

." from them

On the Day of Judgement, there will be no sign of worldly parades, influence of false

deities, idols, properties, and powers. Also, there will not be found intercessions for

.everybody, either

****

p: 363

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3173 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 7: Allah's only is the Creation and the Command

Point

Creation belongs only to Allah and Allah's alone is the command

.The Resurrection of mankind

مٍاّیاَ هَِّتسِ  یف  ضَرْلاَْاوَ  تِا  -و  مَّسلا قَلَخَ  يذَّلا  هُّللا  مُکَُّبرَ  َّنِا  - 54

شِرْعَْلا یلَعَ  يوتَسْا  َّمُث 

اثًیثحَ هُُبُل  - طْیَ رَاهَّنلا  لَْیَّلا  یشِْغُی 

رُْملاَْاوَ قُْلخَْلا  هَُل  لااَ  هرِْماَِب  تٍا  رَّخسَُم  مَوجُُّنلاوَ  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلاوَ 

نَیمَلا - عْلا ُّبرَ  هُّللا  كَرَابتَ 

Verily your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days; then . " 54
(. He mounted the Throne (of authority

He covers the day with the night which pursues it urgently and (He created) the sun

.and the moon and the stars submissive to His command

.Be it known ! (that) His are the creation and the command

." Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds

Commentary : verse 54

; ..." Verily your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days " 

The reason why Allah says that He has created the heavens and the earth in six days

is that creating something after something else in order mostly indicates that its

.creator is knowing and wise, and directs that thing upon the requirement of a wisdom

Or, its reason is for the sake that He teaches deliberation and accuracy in affairs to

.His servants
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(. ..." then He mounted the Throne (of authority "... 

This phrase metaphorically points to the absolute encompassment of Allah, and His

domination, upon the management of the affairs of the heavens and the earth after

their creation. However, after the creation of heavens and the earth He held the reins

of leading them. This statement means that not only creation belongs to Him, but also

.running and leading the world of existence are with Him

This meaning is an answer to those who think the world needs the Lord only in

.creation, and not in permanence and continuation of the existence

, ..." He covers the day with the night which persues it urgently "... 

When the verse says that the night urgently pursues the day, it means the night

comes after the day and follows it; like that something pursues another thing with the

.purpose of demanding it

.and (He created) the sun and the moon and the stars submissive to His command "... 
..."

This phrase means that the Lord is He Who has created the sun and the moon and the

.stars while all of them are rotating according to His device

.As if, the sun, the moon and the stars are commissioned to this rotation

. ..." Be it known ! (that) His are the creation and the command "... 

It is the Lord who has created all things and runs them according to His Will; i.e. both

.creation, and its device and management are under His control

." Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds "... 

The Lord eternally remains in His infinite Glory of Lordship, and He is the Creator and

.Possessor of the worlds, as well as a source of blessing for them

Next to mentioning the statement of the creation of the heavens and the earth, the
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night and the day, the sun, the moon and the stars, and the device of the world of

existence, this phrase, in fact, is a kind of praising the Holy rank of Allah which has

.been stated as an instruction to His servants

****
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هًیَْفخُوَ اعًُّرضَتَ  مْکَُّبرَ  اوعُدُْا  - 55

نَیدتَْعمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّنِا لا 

." Call on your Lord humbly and secretly; verily He does not like the transgressors . " 55

Commentary : verse 55

 : The conditions of supplication

Through clear reasons, the previous verse proved this fact that it is only Allah (s.w.t.)
Who is deserved of being worshipped. Next to that, in this verse, the Qur'ān instructs

that supplication and calling to Him, which is the soul and essence of worship, should

 : be performed before Allah. At first, it says

; ..." Call on your Lord humbly and secretly " 

This instruction in the verse, which says to call on the Lord `secretly' is for that this

action may be performed far from any dissimulation so that it becomes nearer to

.sincerity. It must be done with concentration of contemplation, and attention

 : And, at the end of the verse, it says

." verily He does not like the transgressors "... 

This phrase has a vast meaning which includes any transgression, irrespective of

shouting aloud when supplicating, or acting hypocritically, or inclining to other than

.Allah in supplication

****
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اهحِلاصِْا دَْعَب  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  اودُسِْفُت  لاوَ  - 56

اعًمَطَوَ افًوْخَ  هُوعُدْاوَ 

نَینسِحْمُْلا نَِم  بٌیرقَ  هِّللا  تَمَحْرَ  َّنِا 

And do not make mischief in the earth after its improvement and call on Him in . " 56
;fear and hope

." surely the mercy of Allah is nigh to the good-doers

Commentary : verse 56

Point

The previous verse referred to the relation of the servants of Allah with their Lord,
.and here, the relation of people is pointed out

Between the previous verse and this verse, there has come the phrase : " And do not

make mischief in the earth ..." in order to point out that oral supplication should be

accompanied with practical effort for the social improvement. Then, offering a bare

.supplication by tongue and making mischief in practice, is not effective

This verse and the former one have pointed to the conditions of the perfection of

supplication before Allah (s.w.t.), as well as its rites and the necessary circumstances

 : of its acceptance. Some of them are as follows

.A supplication is better to be accompanied with humiliation

A supplication should be done hiddenly and aloof from any hypocrisy and

.dissimulation

It must be performed with both fear and hope, and without violating the boundaries

.of truth

.There must not be any form of making mischief in it
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 ..." And do not make mischief in the earth " 

 : Explanations

 : An improved society may be exposed to danger . 1

 ..." after its improvement "... 

Those revolutionists who want to reform are not free from . 2
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.applying gnosis, supplication, and close communion

; ..." and call on Him in fear and hope "... 

If there be not a moderate fear and hope in supplication, it will tend towards . 3
.mischief

.A believer should always he between the states of fear and hope . 4

This moderation is called `goodness' by Allah. Goodness is a preparation and cause of

receiving the mercy of Allah. Therefore, without having goodness, the expectation of

:a person for receiving the mercy of Allah is undue. The verse says

." surely the mercy of Allah is nigh to the good-doers "... 

****
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هِتمَحْرَ يْدَیَ  نَْیَب  ارًشُْب  حَا  - يرِّلا لُسِرُْی  يذَّلا  وَهُوَ  - 57

تٍِّیمَ دٍلَبَِل  هُا  - نْقسُ لاًاقِث  اًباحسَ  تَّْلقَاَ  اذِا  یّتحَ 

ءَا - مْلا هِِب  -ا  نْلزَْناَفَ

تِا رمََّثلا  لِّکُ  نِْم  هِب  انجْرَخْاَفَ 

یتوْمَْلا جُرِخُْن  کَِل  ذکَ 

نَورَُّکذَتَ مْکَُّلعََل 

And it is He Who sends the winds as good tidings heralding His mercy, till when . " 57
they carry the heavy-laden clouds, We drive them to a dead land, and therewith We

send down water, and with it We bring forth fruits of every kind. Thus shall We bring

." forth the dead so that you might remember

Commentary : verse 57

In former verses, the words were upon theology. In this verse, Resurrection is

referred to. In the discussions of concerning each of `origin' and `end', they have

.been reasoned through natural affairs and the order of creation

Nature, of course, with all the elaboration and order that it has, is under the authority

and Will of Allah, and it must not cause man to become heedless of the origin of

.existence

We must be careful not to lose ourselves when we are dealing with scientific formulas

and material laws. The movement of winds, the descent of different rains, and the

.(. growth of plants are certainly performed with the device of Allah (s.w.t

And it is He Who sends the winds as good tidings heralding His mercy, till when they " 
carry the heavy-laden clouds, We drive them to a dead land, and therewith We send

. ..." down water, and with it We bring forth fruits of every kind
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.The deniers of Resurrection have no proof. They only counsider it far away

The examples of life are found in nature. Gathering the atoms of a pear, an apple, and

a pomegranate, which are scattered in the soil, are like the gathering of the atoms of

.the dead. These examples are sufficient to remove that consideration of theirs

 : The verse says

." Thus shall We bring forth the dead so that you might remember "... 

Death does not happen in the sense of perfect non-existence, but it is a change of

.state. The same as the dead land (in the winter) does not mean the lack of land

****
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هِّبرَ نِذْاِِب  هُُتابَن  جُرُخْیَ  بُِّیَّطلا  دُلَبَْلاوَ  - 58

ادًکَِن لاِّا  جُرُخْیَ  ثَُبخَ لا  يذَّلاوَ 

نَورُکُشْیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِا  - يلاْا فُرِّصَُن  کَِل  ذکَ 

And the good land its vegetation comes forth (in abundance) by the leave of its . " 58
.Lord while that which is bad springs up nothing but (something useless) scantily

." Thus do We repeat the Signs for a people who give thanks

Commentary : verse 58

The verses of the Qur'ān are like the rains of mercy. When they are recited unto the

receptive persons, they bring acknowledgement, love, faith and effort afterward. But

they do not increase anything in the unbelievers save obstinacy and enmity. The

Qur'ān says : " And we send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a

healing and a mercy to those who believe, but it adds not to the unjust but perdition."
((1

Yet, it should be said that, the family nobility, is one of the factors of heritage and

.personality

( ..." And the good land its vegetation comes forth (in abundance " 

For this reason, only the descent of the rain of mercy is not enough, but the fitness

.and eligibility of the place, and also the leave of Allah, are necessary

, ..." by the leave of its Lord "... 

The Qur'ān is the source of guidance and statement for all, but only the pious ones,
.and those who are thankful, can enjoy its contents

.while that which is bad springs up nothing but (something useless) scantily "... 

." Thus do We repeat the Signs for a people who give thanks
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****
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Section 8: The Ministry of Noah

Point

Noah's exhortation to his people to serve Allah alone The people belied him

.and were drowned

هِموْقَ یلِا  احًوُن  انْلسَرْاَ  دْقََل  - 59

هُرُْیغَ -هٍ  لِا نِْم  مکَُل  ام  هَّللا  اودُُبعْا  مِوْقَا  لَاقفَ ي-

مٍیظعَ مٍوْیَ  بَاذعَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  فُاخاَ  یّنِا 

نٍیبُم لٍلاضَ  یف  -كَ  لرنََل اّنِا  هِموْقَ  نِْم  لاَُمَْلا  لَاق  - 06

Indeed We sent Noah to his people, so he said : ` O my people ! Serve Allah. You . " 59
." have no god other than Him. Verily I fear for you the chastisement of a grievous day

." The chiefs of his people said : ` Verily we do see you in manifest error . " 60

Commentary : verses 59-60

The example of `that which is bad springs up nothing', which was referred to in the

previous verse, was the people of Noah, to whom whatever he (a.s.) advised he got

.nothing

The story of the people of Noah has been mentioned in the Qur'ān in Suras : Al-'Ahq̣āf,
.As-Sạ̄ffāt, Al-'Isrā', al-Ahẓāb, Yūnus, Al-Mu'minūn, Al-Ghamar, and Noah

However, the beginning thing that prophets invite to, is the invitation to Unity and

.theology. This is in common for the believers in all Divine religions

Indeed We sent Noah to his people, so he said : ` O my people ! Serve Allah you have " 
. ..." no god other than Him

Prophets are the true sympathizers of human beings. The verse continues the
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 : statement of Noah, saying
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." Verily I fear for you the chastisement of a grievous day "...

Anyhow, this fact should be pointed out that the invitation of Noah was worldly, since

all the people of the world in that time were the people of Noah. Then when he

cursed, all the disbelievers throughout the world were involved in his curse, and they

were drowned entirely. The Qur'ān narrates the supplication of Noah, thus : " And

Noah said : My Lord ! leave not upon the earth any dweller from among the

(unbelievers'."(1

****

The opponents of prophets have always been some groups of notable ones among

.the chiefs of the rich whose dazzling glare has filled the eyes of people

. ..." The chiefs of his people said " 

To know prophets as the misguided ones is worse than to disbelieve in them. When

the nature of some people is transformed, they consider a true guide as a misguided

.one

Now, in twenty first century, the world of atheism imagine themselves as the ones of

a sound and serene mind, while they introduce the adherents of divine religions and

.prophets as some reactionists and simple-minded people

He who pursues the theical system and tries to rootout the system of paganism,
.should expect to face with any slunder, accusation, and affront

 '." Verily we see you in manifest error "... ` 

****
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هٌَللاضَ یب  سَْیَل  مِوْقَا  لَاق ي- - 61

-نَ یمَلا - عْلا بِّرَ  لٌو مِ-نْ  - سُرَ ّ-ي  نکِ - لوَ

هِّللا نَِم  مُلَعْاَوَ  مْکَُل  حُصَناَوَ  یّبرَ  تِلاا  - سرِ ِلَبُا  مْکُغُّ - 62

نَومُلَْعتَ ام لا 

He said: ` O' my people ! There is no error in me, but I am a Messenger from the . " 61
.'" Lord of the worlds

I deliver to you the Messages of my Lord, and I advise you sincerely, and I know . " 62
." from Allah what you do not know

Commentary : verses 61-62

In response to the affront and harshness of the opponents, Noah, with a calm, firm,
and tender tone, said that not only he was not misguided, but also there was no sign

of misguidance in him. He added that he was a messenger of Allah, the Lord of the

 : worlds. The verse says

He said: ` O' my people ! There is no error in me, but I am a Messenger from the " 
.'" Lord of the worlds

.This phrase is a hint to the fact that all the different gods they believed in were in vain

The Lord of the whole people and the things of the world is Allah, the only One God,
.Who is the Creator of all of them

****

Noah (a.s.) continued saying that his aim was to perform the mission of his Lord

 : perfectly and to convey His revealed Messages to them. The holy verse says

, ... " I deliver you the Messages of my Lord " 

.He told the opponents that he would do his best for them in the path of benevolence
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, ..." and I advise you sincerely "... 
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 : Then, finally Noah added that

." and I know from Allah what you do not know "... 

This phrase may be a threat against their oppositions, indicating that he knew some

painful punishments for the evil doers that they were not aware of yet. And also it

points to the grace and mercy of Allah that if they paved the way of obedience he

would know some blessings and rewards from him that they did not know, as well as

.the greatness and vastness of them

****
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مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  رٌکْذِ  مْکُءَاج  نْاَ  مُتْبجِعَ  وَاَ  - 63

نَومُحَرُْت مْکَُّلعََلوَ  اوقَُّتتَِلوَ  مْکُرَذِْنُیِل  مْکُْنِم  لٍجُرَ  یلعَ 

What ! do you wonder that an admonition has come to you from your Lord . " 63
through a man from among you, that he might warn you so that you might keep from

 ? " evil and so that (His) mercy may be shown to you

Commentary : verse 63

:The Divine statement inquires

What ! do you wonder that an admonition has come to you from your Lord through a " 
man from among you, that he might warn you so that you might keep from evil and so

 ? " that (His) mercy may be shown to you

The verse implies that you should not surprise that the Divine statement, the

prophethood and the messengership have been sent down upon a man who is from

among yourselves in order that he warns you of the divine retribution if you do not

.believe

When the verse implies that you should not surprise, it is for the reason that if a

person sincerely and simpathetically arises for the guidance and improvement of a

community, it is not surprising. The wonder is in this that people do not have pity on

themselves, and they supply the means of their own wretchedness. Moreover,
prophethood is assigned for the interest of people. It adapts the wisdom and common

.good, and besides that intellect confirms it, too

However, the purpose of coming Noah was that those people to avoid infidelity and

.sinning, so that they be shown mercy to

****
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کِْلفُْلا یِف  هُعَمَ  نَیذَّلاوَ  هُا  - نْیجَْناَفَ هُوُبَّذکَفَ  - 64

اْنِتا - ياِب اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَّلا  انَْقرَغْاَوَ 

نَیمعَ امًوْقَ  ْاوُناک  مْهَُّنِا 

,But they belied him, so We delivered him and those with him in the Ark . " 64

.and We drowned those who belied Our Signs

." Verily they were a blind people

Commentary : verse 64

As a result of the very undue wonder, the people of Noah rejected him. Therefore,
Allah delivered him and those believers who were in Noah's Ark from being drowned,
and, thereafter, He drowned all those who belied Noah and the Divine revelations.

.They were somd blind-hearted people, and they were misguided

But they belied him, so We delivered him and those with him in the Ark, and We " 
.drowned those who belied Our Signs

." Verily they were a blind people

The Arabic word /`amīn/ is the plural form of /`amy/. It is applied upon a person

whose insight and innate vision are unable to do their functions. (Al-Mīzān, the

(. commentary

****
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Section 9: The Ministry of Messenger Hūd

Point

Messenger Hūd exhosting his people to serve only Allah and none else The people

challenging

.Hūd against the threats of the Wrath of Allah The punishment they suffered

ادًوهُ مْهُاخاَ  دٍاع  یلِاوَ  - 65

هُرُْیغَ -هٍ  لِا نِْم  مْکَُل  ام  هَّللا  اودُُبعْا  مِوْقَا  لَاق ي-

نَوقَُّتتَ لافَاَ 

And unto (the people of) ` Ād (We sent) their brother Hūd. He said : ` O' my . " 65
,people ! Serve Allah (alone), you have no god other than Him

 ? " will you not keep from evil

Commentary : verse 65

Point

This second story, the prophethood of Hūd has been told in this Sura. The detailed

.story of Prophet Hūd has been referred to in Sura Ash-Shu`arā' and Sura Hūd

The people of `Ād had been living in a zone in the south of Arabia by the name of

'Ahg̣hāf. physically they were very strong and, from the point of agriculture and

raising cattle, they were a powerful people. This group of people were involved in

.idolatry and corruption

Hūd was one of the relatives of these people. He was appointed to prophethood

.among them. He invited his people to Unity, as Noah did

 : Explanations
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.Invitation to Unity is at the top of the mission of prophets . 1

(, ..." He said : ` O' my people ! Serve Allah (alone "... 

The most sympathetic and compassionate leaders unto people were the divine . 2
.prophets
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. ..." And unto (the people of) `Ād (We sent) their brother Hūd " 

.Preachers should treat as a brother with people. They ought to love them . 3

. ..." We sent) their brother Hūd "... )

The Wrath of Allah upon the former disbelievers should be taken as a warner by the . 4
later generations to be aware and to take example so that they be afraid of rejecting

.the Divine religion

 ? " you have no god other than Him, will you not keep from evil "... 

****
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هِموْقَ نِْم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَّلا  لاَُمَْلا  لَاق  - 66

-نَ یبذِا - کْلا ُّ-كَ مِ-نَ  نظُنََل اّنِاوَ  -هٍ  هَا - فسَ یف  -كَ  لرنََل -ا  نِّا

لٌوسُرَ یّنکِ  - لوَ هٌهَافسَ  یب  سَْیَل  مِوْقَ  لَاق ي-ا  - 67

نَیمَلا - عْلا بِّرَ  نِْم 

نٌیماَ حٌصِان  مْکَُل  اَناَوَ  یّبرَ  تِلاا  - سرِ ِلَبُا  مْکُغُّ - 68

:The chiefs of those who disbelieved from among his people said . " 66

'." Verily we see you in folly, and verily we do think you to be of the liars ` 

He said: ` O' my people ! There is no folly in me, but I am a Messenger from the . " 67
 '." Lord of the worlds

,I deliver to you the Messages of my Lord . " 68

." and I am a faithful adviser for you

Commentary : verses 66-68

A group of disbelieving people, or a party of the rich, told Hūd that they had

distinguished him as a foolish, ignorant, and silly person. They added that they

 : thought his words were thoroughly lies. The holy verse says

:The chiefs of those who disbelieved from among his people said " 

'." Verily we see you in folly, and verily we do think you to be of the liars ` 

****

In Answer to them, Hūd said that they would be sure that he did not told them that

matter foolishly. He added that he was a messenger from the side of the Lord of the

 : worlds. The verse says

He said: ` O' my people ! There is no folly in me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord " 
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 '." of the worlds

Thus, the Lord, the Exalted, teaches us that no one should face the ignorant people

with a disgrace word, nor the one should answer their
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unagreeable word with a disgrace statement. But, he should only negate whatever

wrong they have attributed him with. The same as Hūd did not say anything obscene

.to them in answer to that undue attribution

****

Hūd continued his statement and added that he was to deliver them the information

that his Lord gave him, and he advised them not to abandon the obedience of Allah.
He told them they should be certain that he (Hūd) was faithful in conveying the

message of Allah to them and he never told a lie, nor he changed anything. The verse

 : says

." I deliver to you the Messages of my Lord, and I am a faithful adviser for you " 

****
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مْکُْنِم لٍجُرَ  یلعَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  رٌکْذِ  مْکُءَاج  نْاَ  مُْتْبجِعَ  وَاَ  - 69

اورُکُ ذْاوَ  مْکُرَذِنُیِل 

هًطَ - صَْب قِْلخَْلا  یِف  مْکُدَاز  حٍوُن وَ  مِوْقَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  ءَافلَخُ  مْکُلَعَجَ  ذِْا 

نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل  هِّللا  ءَلاا  اورُکُذْافَ 

What ! do you wonder that an admonition has come to you from your Lord . " 69
 ? through a man from among you, that he might warn you

,And remember when He made you successors after Noah's people

and increased you in stature. Therefore, remember the bounties of Allah so that you

." may be prosperous

Commentary : verse 69

There is no wonder that the prophecy, or in other word, the miracle and revelation

has allocated to a man who is from among themselves and has grown up with them.
.His aim is to threaten them not to do vice

However, the Qur'ān asks them why they wonder from the messengership of a man

who is from among them, but they do not wonder that they worship a stone. The

 : verse says

What ! do you wonder that an admonition has come to you from your Lord through a " 
 ? ..." man from among you, that he might warn you

Then, they should remember the favours of Allah and that, after the destruction of

the people of Noah as a result of their committing sins, He settled them on the earth

.and increased them in stature and strength

And remember when He made you successors after Noah's people, and increased "... 
. ..." you in stature

When the servants of Allah do remember the bounties of Allah practically, they will
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.consequently be prosperous both in this world and in the Hereafter

." Therefore, remember the bounties of Allah so that you may be prosperous "... 
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هُدَحْوَ هَّللا  دَُبْعنَِل  انتَْئجِاَ  اوُلاق  - 70

اندُعِتَ امِب  انِتأْفَ  انؤُابا  دُُبْعیَ  نَاک  ام  رَذََنوَ 

نَیقدِا - صّلا نَِم  تَْنکُ  نِْا 

They said: ` Have you come to us that we should serve Allah alone and give up . " 70
what our fathers used to serve ? Then bring us what you promise us to, if you are of

 '." the truthful ones

Commentary : verse 70

The people of `Ād told Hūd whether he had come to them in order that he would

make them worship Allah, the One, and restrain them from worshipping their gods

which their ancestors had been worshipping. They told him if he was truthful, that he

was a messenger of Allah, he would bring upon them down the punishment he had

 : threatened them to for worshipping idols. The verse says

They said: ` Have you come to us that we should serve Allah alone and give up what " 
our fathers used to serve ? Then bring us what you promise us to, if you are of the

 '." truthful ones

****
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-بٌ ضَغَ -سٌ وَ  جْرِ مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  مْکُْیلَعَ  عَقَوَ  دْقَ  لَاق  - 71

مْکُ ؤُابا  مُْتْناَ وَ  اهومُُتْیَّمسَ  ءٍامسْاَ  یف  ینَنوُلدِا  - جُتاَ

نٍا - طْلسُ نِْم  اهِب  هُّللا  لََّزَنام 

نَیرظِتَْنمُْلا نَِم  مْکُعَمَ  یّنِا  اورُظِتَْنافَ 

He (Hūd) said: " There have already fallen you punishment and wrath from your . " 71
Lord. Do you dispute with me about names which you and your fathers have named

(, (your idols

 ? for which Allah has not sent any authority

." Wait then, and verily I, also with you, will be of those who wait

Commentary : verse 71

 : The verse begins thus

.He (Hūd) said: " There have already fallen you punishment an wrath from your Lord " 
..."

In answer to them, Hūd (a.s.) said to them that the punishment was certain to be

fallen on them. They had done something that they deserved the wrath of Allah. The

.Wrath of Allah is in the manner that He wills punishment for evil-doers

 : The verse continues saying

Do you dispute with me about names which you and your fathers have named "... 
 ? (your idols), for which Allah has not sent any authority

." Wait then, and verily I, also with you, will be of those who wait

Hūd asked them whether they hostilely disputed with him about the idols that their

fathers had invented and named them with divinity, while those idols had no attribute

or sign of divinity and also there had come down no proof for their divinity from the
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side of Allah. It is evident that such a great claim needed a sharp and firm proof which

should be offered by them, not by Hūd. He said that he should bring evidences that

Allah, One God, was their real deity, and that there is no god but He, from
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.Whom Hūd was sent as a messenger

Some commentators have said that they had named each of their idols in a different

form. Hūd said that those names were from their own wishes. Therefore, they must

.wait for the punishment which he (a.s.) was waiting for, too

****
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اّنِم هٍمَحْرَِب  هُعَمَ  نَیذَّلاوَ  هُا  - نْیجَْناَفَ - 72

نَینِمؤُْم اوُناک  اموَ  انِتا  - ياِب اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَّلا  رَِباد  انْعطَقَوَ 

,So We delivered him and those who were with him by a mercy from Us . " 72

and We cut away the roots of those who belied Our Signs

." and were not believers

Commentary : verse 72

The verse implies that Allah brought Hūd and those who had believed from among the

disbelievers and delivered them from His punishment by His mercy, and He involved

those who rejected Allah's signs and did not believe in His messenger in chastisement

.so that He cut away the roots of them

So We delivered him and those with him by a mercy from Us and We cut away the " 
." roots of those belied Our signs and were not believers

The occurrence of the phrase : " (They) were not believers " in the verse is with the

purpose of showing that it was known from their status that they would not have

.believed if they had remained more

It is understood from this verse that the people of Hūd were caught by the

.punishment of Allah, and they were destroyed

****
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Section 10: The Ministries of Ṣāliḥ and Lūt

Point

Sạlih'̣s exhortation to believe in an stick to Unity of Allah The people disbelieved and

got

punished Lūt preached of life He was rejected and the people were seized

.by a severe punishment

احًِلا مْهُاخاَ ص- دَومَُث  یلِاوَ  - 73

مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  ِیَب  هٌنَّ مْکُْتءَاج  دْقَ  هُرُْیغَ  -هٍ  لِا نِْم  مْکَُل  ام  هَّللا  اودُُبعْا  مِوْقَا  لَاق ي-

هِّللا ضِرْاَ  یف  لْکُأْتَ  اهورُذَفَ  هًیَا  مْکَُل  هِّللا  هُقَان  هذِ  ه-

مٌیلاَ بٌاذعَ  مْکُذَخُأْیَفَ  ءٍوسُِب  اهوُّسمَتَ  لاوَ 

.And unto (the people of) Thamūd (We sent) their brother Sạ̄liḥ . " 73

.He said: ` O' my people ! Serve Allah

You have no god other than Him. There has come to you a clear proof from your Lord.
This is the she-camel of Allah, to be a sign for you. So leave her alone to graze in

Allah's earth, and do not touch her with any harm, lest a painful chastisement will

." seize you

Commentary : verse 73

Point

In the Qur'ān, there have been referred to the name of `she-camel' seven times, and

to `the people of Thamūd' twenty six times. The story of the people of Thamūd is

mentioned in Suras : Ash-Shu`arā, Al-Qamar, Ash-Shams, and Hūd. As the

.commentary book Al-Mizān denotes, the people of Thamūd lived in Yemen
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 : The verse says

And unto (the people of) Thamūd (We sent) their brother Sạ̄lih.̣ He said: ` O' my " 
.people ! Serve Allah

You have no god other than Him. There has come to you a clear proof from your Lord.
This is the she-camel of Allah, to be a sign for you. So leave her alone to graze in

Allah's earth, and do not touch
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." her with any harm, lest a painful chastisement will seize you

There are some differences between the meaning of the Qur'ānic term /bayyinah/
(divine proof, miracle) and the manner of extraordinary accomplishments of human

 : beings, as follows

.A - A miracle needs practice, suggestion, and gaining

B - Miracles are brought forth by some good and immaculate persons, but other

.accomplishments may be offered even by some inept persons

C - The goal of miracles is guidance, while the aim of ordinary people may be

.ostentation, popularity, gaining wealth, and amusement

.D - The acts of prophets in miracles are accompanied with challenge

That is, they claim that others cannot do the like of them. But there is none of these

.signs in the acts of outstanding intellectual figures, inventors, and the ascetics

E - Prophets are in need of Divine miracles. Sometimes, miracles have been offered

through the demand of people, such as : splitting of the moon, and the she-camel of

.Sāliḥ

The style and the motto of prophets are the same. Monotheism is the first invitation of

.prophets

." serve Allah. You have no god other than Him "... 

.Prophets have come out from among people, and they treat like brothers with them

 : Explanations

To whatever the grace and mercy of Allah reaches, it will obtain sanctity, (like the . 1
(. she-camel of Allah

 : The retribution of sacrilege is the punishment of Allah. The verse says . 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3209 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


 ... ." and do not touch her "... 

A miracle should be perceptible for human beings in all levels, (like the she-camel . 3
(. which came out of a mountain

The kind of people's demand sometimes concerns to the conditions of their system . 4
of thought, and the social and economical circumstances of them. (For example, if it
happened to day, perhaps, they might demand that a satellite comes out from the

.( mountain
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دٍاع دِْعَب  نِْم  ءَافلَخُ  مْکُلَعَجَ  ذِْا  اورُکُذْاوَ  - 74

اتًوُیُب لَابجِْلا  نَوُتحِْنتَوَ  ارًوصُُق  اهِلوهُسُ  نِْم  نَوذُخَِّتتَ  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  مْکُاََّوَبوَ 

هِّللا ءَلاا  اورُکُذْافَ 

نَیدسِْفُم ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  اوْثَْعتَ  لاوَ 

And remember when He appointed you successors after 'Ād and settled you in . " 74
the earth, you build castles on its plains and hew the mountains into houses. So

.' remember Allah's bounties, and do not mischief in the earth, doing corruption

Commentary : verse 74

 : In this verse, the Qur'ān says

And remember when He appointed you successors after 'Ād and settled you in the " 
, ..." earth

It means that, on one side, do not forget the abundant bounties of Allah, and, on the

other side, be aware that there were some other rebellious nations before you, like

the people of `Ād, who were involved in the punishment of Allah and were destroyed

.as a result of their oppositions

Then, the Qur'ān emphasizes on some divine favours and possibilities of the people of

Thumūd. It says that they lived on a land where there were level plains with some

suitable soil. They had built castles on its plains and had made houses inside the

 : mountains for themselves. The verse adds

. ..." you build castles on its plains and hew the mountains into houses "... 

And, at the end of the verse, it admonishes them to remember all the blessings of

Allah so that they do not make mischief in the earth and not to be ungratitude due to

 : His bounties. The verse continues saying

.' So remember Allah's bounties, and do not mischief in the earth, doing corruption "... 
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اورُبَکْتَسْا نَیذَّلا  لاَُمَْلا  لَاق  - 75

مْهُْنِم نَمَا  نْمَِل  اوفُعِضُْتسْا  نَیذَّلِل  هِموْقَ  نِْم 

هِب لَسِرُْا  امِب  اّنِا  اوُلاق  هِّبرَ  نِْم  لٌسَرُْم  احًِلاص  َّناَ  نَومُلَْعتَاَ 

نَوُنِمؤُْم

هِب مُْتْنمَا  يذَّلاِب  اّنِا  اورُبَکْتَسْا  نَیذَّلا  لَاق  - 76

نَورُِفا ك-

The chiefs of the arrogant among his people said to those who were considered . " 75
weak those of them who believed `Do you know that Sạ̄lih ̣is sent by his Lord ? ' They

 '." said: ` Surely we believer in what he has been sent with

Those who were arrogant said: ` We, indeed, disbelieve in that which you believe . " 76
'."

Commentary : verses 75-76

We see again that the wealthy and notable group of those people, who had a good

seeming outward but an evil inward, began to oppose with this great messenger of

Allah. This group of notable arrogant persons from among the people of Sālih ̣ told

some believing oppressed ones of them asking whether they really knew that Sāliḥ

.was sent from the side of Allah to guide them

The chiefs of the arrogant among his people said to those who were considered " 
 ? ' ..." weak those of them who believed `Do you know that Sạ̄lih ̣is sent by his Lord

Then, before long, they faced with their decisive and sharp answer, which indicated of

their firm and strong decision. Their answer was that they said not only they knew

that Sạ̄lih ̣was sent by Allah, but also they believed in what he had been missioned for

.and had invited people to it

 : The verse says
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 '." They said: ` Surely we believer in what he has been sent with "... 

****

These proud arrogant chiefs did not cease their enmity and, in order to weaken the

spiritual strength of the believers, they said to them that they did not believe in what

.the believers believed

 : The verse says

 '." Those who were arrogant said: ` We, indeed, disbelieve in that which you believe " 

****
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مْهِِّبرَ رِْماَ  نْعَ  اوْتَعَوَ  هَقَاّنلا  اورُقَعَفَ  - 77

اندُعِتَ امِب  انِتْئا  حُِلا  - صا اوُلاقوَ ي-

نَیلسَرْمُْلا نَِم  تَْنکُ  نِْا 

So they harmstrung the She-camel and revolted against their Lord's . " 77
commandment, and they said: ` O' Sạ̄lih ̣! bring us that you promise us to, if you are of

 '." the messengers

Commentary : verse 77

The arrogant wealthy persons among Sālih'̣s people became despair of weakening

the foundations of the Faith of masses of people who were faithful. On the other side,
they saw that, with the existence of the `she-camel' which was counted as Sạ̄lih'̣s

miracle, their hostile plots were remained useless. Then, they decided to destroy the

`She-camel'. Before anything else, they harmstrung her and, disobeying Allah's

 : command, they killed her. The verse says

,So they harmstrung the She-camel and revolted against their Lord's commandment " 
..."

They did not suffice to this vice, but they came to Sạ̄lih ̣ and vividly told him to bring

.them Allah's punishment as soon as possible, if he was the messenger of Allah

and they said: ` O' Sạ̄lih ̣ ! bring us that you promise us to, if you are of the "... 
'." messengers

This word, in fact, was making a kind of fight against Sạ̄lih ̣ in order to weaken the

.spirit of both Sạ̄lih ̣and the believers

****
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نَیمِثا مْهِرِاد ج- یف  اوحُبَصْاَفَ  هُفَجَّْرلا  مُهُْتذَخَاَفَ  - 78

Then the earthquake seized them, so they became motionless bodies in their . " 78
." dwellings

Commentary : verse 78

In this verse, the destruction of the people of Thamūd is stated that it was done by

earthquake. And, in Sura Fusṣịlat, No. 41, verse 17, and Sura Ath-Thāriyāt, No. 51, verse

44 it is said that it was done by rumbling : "... so the rumbling overtook them while they

." were yet looking on

Rumbling destroyed them while they were gazing. Therefore, there were a

.combination of two retributions in one moment upon them

The Arabic term /jāim/ is applied for a person who has fallen on his knees and is not

.capable to stand up

 ! Thus, the Wrath of Allah (s.w.t.) befalls all of a sudden. Beware

 : The verse says

Then the earthquake seized them, so they became motionless bodies in their " 
." dwellings

.The promises of prophets are practically doable. So, take their warnings earnestly

In the former verses, it was recited : `... and do not touch her with any harm, lest a
painful chastisement seizes you.'(1) This `earthquake' is the same`painful

'. chastisement

There are many earthquakes and natural terrible events which themselves are the

.punishment of Allah

, ..." Then the earthquake seized them " 

****
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مْهُْنعَ یّلوَتَفَ  - 79

مْکَُل تُحْصََنوَ  یّبرَ  هََلاسرِ  مْکُُتْغلَْباَ  دْقََل  مِوْقَ  لَاقوَ ي-ا 

نَیحصِا - نّلا نَوُّبحُِت  نکِ لا  - لوَ

Then he turned away from them and said: ` O' my people ! verily I have delivered . " 79
to you the Message of my Lord, and advised you sincerely; but you do not like sincere

 '." advisers

Commentary : verse 79

The word of Sạ̄lih ̣to his people is probable to be fulfilled either before the descent of

the chastisement in order to complete the argument, or after their destruction. It can

be in the same manner that the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) also spoke to the dead

bodies of disbelievers which were inside the Badr well. The audience asked him

 ". (p.b.u.h.) whether they were alive, and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said : " yes

However, the mission of prophets is to convey the Divine message accompanied with

sympathy and benevolene. It is not only a dry, bare communication, like the

.communication of regulations and circulars in formal offices

; ..." and advised you sincerely "... 

Allah's retributions are given after delivering the message and completing the

.argument

, ..." verily I have delivered to you the Message of my Lord "... 

By the way, we ought to like the advisers. He who dislikes those who work

.symphathetically, provides the means of the Wrath of Allah for himself

 '." and advised you sincerely; but you do not like sincere advisers "... 

****
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اهِب مْکُقَبَسَ  ام  هَشَحِا  - فْلا نَوُتأْتَاَ  هِموْقَِل  لَاق  ذِْا  اطًوُلوَ  - 80

نَیمَلا - عْلا نَِم  دٍحَاَ  نِْم 

ِنلا ءِاسّ نِودُ  نِْم  هًوَهْشَ  لَاجِّرلا  نَوُتأْتََل  مْکَُّنِا  - 81

نَوُفرِسُْم مٌوْقَ  مُْتْناَ  لَْب 

And (We sent) Lūt when he said to his people: ` What ! Do you commit an . " 80
 ? ' " indecency which none in the world has ever done before you

 ! Verily you come to men in lust instead of women . " 81

." Nay, you are an extravagant people

Commentary : verses 80-81

Point

Prophet Lūt (a.s.) was from the family of Abraham (a.s.). He was the only man who

believed in him and migrated with him. Sura Al-`Ankabūt, No. 29, Verse 26 says : " And

 ..." Lūt believed in him

.Abraham (a.s.) sent him to a zone where indecencies were circulated at that time

It has been narrated that they committed the act of sodomy upon their guests so that

people be afraid of being a guest. As the Qur'ān points out, Prophet Lūt suggested

.them to marry his daughters, but they did not accept

.There are some advantages in marriage which are absent in sodomy

A few of them are such as: 1) Affection, mercy, and intimate ease; 2) offspring; 3)
forming a family organization; and 4) the subjects of humanity and naturalness

.existed in marriage

Unfortunately, the world of the west has formally accepted the hideous act of
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.sodomy, and in some European countries the action has become legal

The Qur'ānic phrase " their brother" has been used for Hūd, Sālih,̣ and Shu`ayb

(Jethro) (a.s.), but it has not been applied for Lūt. Perhaps, this difference is for the

.sake that Lūt (a.s.) migrated from another zone for divine messengership
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 : Explanations

A great part of Lūt's preaching was upon the struggle against the indecencies and - 1
.sexual prohibitions, since the most important problem of his society was indecency

Idol worshippers had the pretext of the belief of their ancestors in idolatry, but - 2
followers of indecency had not this pretext, either. They themselves initiated this

 : crime and sin. The verse says

And (We sent) Lūt when he said to his people: ` What ! Do you commit an indecency " 
 ? ' " which none in the world has ever done before you

.He who abandons the way of nature, is counted as an extravagant person - 3

 : The verse says

Verily you come to men in lust instead of women! Nnay, you are an extravagant " 
." people

****
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مْکُِتیَرْقَ نِْم  مْهُوجُرِخْاَ  اوُلاق  نْاَ  لاِّا  هِموْقَ  بَاوجَ  نَاک  اموَ  - 82

نَورَُّهطَتَیَ سٌانُا  مْهَُّنِا 

And the answer of his people was no other than that they said: ` Expel them from . " 82
( '." your town; verily they are a people (who seek) to purify (themselves

Commentary : verse 82

Point

This verse contains a hint to the illogical obstinate answer of those people of Lūt. It

implies that they had no answer in response to the invitation of this benevolent and

sympathetic prophet, save that they angrily ordered their men to expel Lūt and his

.followers from their town

What was their fault ? Their fault was that they were some pure people who did not

.use to commit sin

Those people of Lūt accused these pure believers that they not only did not have the

.same opinion of theirs, but also made trouble for them

 : The verse says

And the answer of his people was no other than that they said: ` Expel them from " 
( '." your town; verily they are a people (who seek) to purify (themselves

 : Explanations

Sinners are illogical. " And the answer of his people was no other than that they said - 1
; ..." : `Expel them from your town

Whenever corruption of a society increases, the purified and sincere persons will - 2
be deserted, and purity is counted a crime therein. It will be like the state that

criminals maintain no right in the society for the pure ones. " Expel them from your
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; ..." town

Thus, in the path of `forbidding the wrong', we should be prepared to be banished,
.and for accepting other hardships

At the same time when the people of Lūt were accustomed to sins, they knew Lūt - 3
.and his followers as some purified perons

****
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نَیرِبا - غْلا نَِم  تَْناک  هُتَاَرَْما  َّلاِا  هُلَهْاَوَ  هُا  - نْیجَْناَفَ - 83

So We delivered him and his family, except his wife; she was of those who . " 83
(." remained behind (in the ashes of punishment

Commentary : verse 83

Regarding what was stated in the three above-mentioned holy verses, any just

.arbitrator can issue the command of condemnation of this mischievous nation

That is why the Qur'ān in this verse implies that since they did thus, Allah saved Lūt

and his true followers and his family, who were pious, except his wife, whom He left

among the mischievous people, because, from the point of belief and creed, she was

.the same as the people of Lūt were

 : The verse says

So we delivered him and his family, except his wife; she was of those who remained " 
(." behind (in the ashes of punishment

****
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هُبَِقا نَاک ع- فَْیکَ  رْظُْنافَ  ارًطَمَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انرْطَْماَوَ  - 84

نَیمرِجْمُْلا

And We rained down on them a rain (of punishment). Consider then how the end . " 84
 ! " of the guilty was

Commentary : verse 84

Point

The destruction of the people of Lūt was done by means of raining aerolites over

them. They were some aerolites like clay which were marked with the Lord. Or, every

stone was particularized to destroy a definite person. This meaning is taken from Sura

Hūd, No. 11, Verses 82-83 which say : "... and rained down upon them stones, of what

 ..." had been decreed, one after another." "Marked (for punishment) with your Lord

 : The current verse itself is recited as follows

And We rained down on them a rain (of punishment). Consider then how the end of " 
 ! " the guilty was

Besides committing sodomy, the people of Lūt used to do some other indecencies.
They used to gamble, to talk idle, to asperse, to throw stones at wayfarers, and to

.uncover the privity parts before public eyes

(. Safīnat-ul-Bihạ̄r, Vol. 2, P. 517)

Upon the philosophy of prohibition of sodomy, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said : " Sodomy

decreases the family affection between wife and husband and ceases generation. It

destroys the natural sexual intercourse and brings up many other corruptions."
(. (Wasā'il-ush-Shī`ah, Vol. 14, P. 252

In Islam, the retribution of homosexuality and sodomy is execution, whether for the

active sodomy or the passive sodomy. As a tradition narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.)
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denotes, at the moment of performing homosexuality the throne of Heaven shakes,
and on Resurrection Day its doer will be mustered in a state of major ritual impurity.

." The one will be involved in the Wrath of Allah and will be abide in Hell

(. Wasā'il-ush-Shī`ah, Vol. 14, P. 249)

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said that the curse of Allah will
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(be upon those men who make themselves like women and go to sensual men.(1

 : Explanation

The Wrath of Allah is not particular only to one group of criminals, but all criminals

.must be careful

 ! " Consider then how the end of the guilty was )... 

****
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Section 11: The Ministry of Shu`ayb

Point

Shu`ayb exhorts his people to believe in and stick to the Unity of Allah His rejection

and the

.punishment

ابًْیعَشُ مْهُاخاَ  نَیَدْمَ  یلِاوَ  - 85

مْکُِّبرَ نِْم  ِیَب  هٌنَّ مْکُْتءَاج  دْقَ  هُرُْیغَ  -هٍ  لِا نِْم  مْکَُل  ام  هَّللا  اودُُبعْا  مِوْقَا  لَاق ي-

مْهُءَایشْاَ سَاّنلا  اوسُخَْبتَ  لاوَ  نَازیمْلاوَ  لَْیکَْلا  اوُفوْاَفَ 

اهحِلاصِْا دَْعَب  ضِرْلاَْا  یِف  اودُسِْفُت  وَ لا 

نَینِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نِْا  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  مْکُِل  ذ 

.And (We sent) unto (the people of) Madyan their brother Shu`ayb . " 85

.He said: ` O' my people ! Serve Allah ! You have no god other than Him

.There has come to you a clear proof from your Lord

Therefore give full measure and weight and do not diminish to men their things, and

.do not make mischief in the earth after its improvement

." That is better for you, if you are believers

Commentary : verse 85

 : Jethro's Messengership in Madyan

Jethro, whose genealogical tree, according to the history records, with several

dynasties reaches Abraham, was missioned to go towards the inhabitants of Madyan.
At that time, Madyan was one of the cities of Syria the people of which were mostly
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merchants. Idolatry, short weighing, defraudation and falsification in social

relationships were fully current among them. The explanation of the conflict and

dispute between this great prophet (a.s.) and the inhabitants of Madyan is stated in

several Suras
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.of the Qur'ān, and in Sura Hūd, No. 11 and Sura Ash-Shu`arā, No. 26, in particular

In this current verse, the Qur'ān says that Allah sent to the people of Madyan their

 : brother Jethro. The verse says

. ..." And (We sent) unto (the people of Madyan their brother Shu`ayb " 

Then the verse adds that Shu`ayb, like all other prophets, began his invitation with

:the subject of Monotheism and, as the Qur'ān remarks

. ..." He said: ` O' my people ! Serve Allah ! You have no god other than Him "... 

He emphasized that not only the mentioned ordinance was the command of wisdom,
but also it was proved by the clear evidences which had come from their Lord for

 : them. The verse says

. ..." There has come to you a clear proof from your Lord "... 

Next to the invitation to monotheism, he tried to struggle against their social,
.economical, and ethical corruptions

At first, he restrained them from defraudation, falsification in social relationships

which they were polluted with, and told them now that the path of Allah was revealed

to them they should pay the right measure and weight so that the due things of

 : people might not be diminished. The verse says

, ..." Therefore give full measure and weight and do not diminish to men their things "... 

 : Then, he points to one of other wrong actions of those people, and says

. ..." and do not make mischief in the earth after its improvement "... 

It is certain that none may make profit from making mischief, irrespective of ethical

 : mischief, faithlessness, and insecurity. So, at the end of the verse, it adds

." That is better for you, if you are believers "... 
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****
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نَودُعِوُت طٍا  رصِ  لِّکُِب  اودُعُْقتَ  لاوَ  - 86

اجًوَعِ اهَنوغُْبتَوَ  هِب  نَمَا  نْمَ  هِّللا  لِیبسَ  نْعَ  نَوُّدصُتَوَ 

اورُظُْناوَ مْکُرََّثکَفَ  لاًیلقَ  مُْتْنکُ  ذِْا  اورُکُذْاوَ 

نَیدسِْفمُْلا هُبَِقا  نَاک ع- فَْیکَ 

And do not sit in every path, threatening and hindering from the path of Allah . " 86
those who believe in Him, desiring to make it crooked. And remember when you were

." few, then He multiplied you; and consider how the end of the mischief-makers was

Commentary : verse 86

 : In this verse, the fourth advice of Shu`ayb has been pointed out, where it says

And do not sit in every path, threatening and hindering from the path of Allah those " 
. ..." who believe in Him, desiring to make it crooked

Then, at the end of the verse, the fifth advice of Jethro has been referred to. It

reminds them the bounties of Allah in order to stimulate the feeling of gratitude and

 : thanksgiving in them. The verse says

And remember "... 

; ..." when you were few, then He multiplied you

It is understood from this phrase of the verse that, in most instances, multiplicity of

.persons can be the origin of power and greatness of the development of the society

Finally, the Qur'ān advises people to carefully observe the end of the mischief-
mongers that how evil was their fate, and that they do not follow the way of makers

.of mischief

." and consider how the end of the mischief-makers was "... 

****
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هِب تُْلسِرُْا  يذَّلاِب  اوُنمَا  مْکُْنِم  هٌفَِئا  نَاک ط- نِْاوَ  - 87

اننَْیَب هُّللا  مَکُحْیَ  یّتحَ  اورُِبصْافَ  اوُنِمؤُْی  مَْل  هٌفَِئا  - طوَ

نَیمکِا - حْلا رُْیخَ  وَهُوَ 

And if there is a party of you who believe in that with which I have been sent, and . " 87
a party who do not believe, then wait with patience until Allah judges between us, and

." He is the best of the judges

Commentary : verse 87

The opponents of Jethro scornfully asked him where the punishment of Allah was. On

the other side, the adherents of the Faith were also waiting for the helps of Allah. The

content of the verse is something in the middle, so that neither the disbelievers

.become proud nor the believers lose hope

Thus, the history of the adherents of both right and wrong should be studied

.regarding the end of their fates

However, in the school of thought and philosophy of prophets, the Faith in the goal

.and their way is important, not those persons themselves

 : The verse says

And if there is a party of you who believe in that with which I have been sent, and a " 
party who do not believe, then wait with patience until Allah judges between us, and

." He is the best of the judges

The apparent seeming uniformity of the lives of this fleeting world of the disbelievers

.and believers should not disturb you. Do persevere, since the final judge is Allah

****
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The End of Part 8

This is

The End of Part 8
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Verses of the Quran and traditions

میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسْ  ِ

اًروُن مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای 

هیآ 174) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the " 
Qur'ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy

(Qur'ān 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 15  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکِّْذلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it " 
((from corruption)." (Holy Qur'ān 15: 9

مَوْیَ هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

هیآ 124) هط 02  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'ān), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Qur'ān 20: 124

هیآ 82) ءارسا 17  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِارقُْلا  نَِم  لُِّزنَُن  وَ 

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a healing and a " 
(mercy to those who believe...", (Holy Qur'ān 17: 82
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A Presentation to Muslims

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

: یلاعتَ هّللا  لَاق   " مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُا  لوسَُّرلا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  هّللا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای  " 

هیلآ 59 ءاسنلا 4- هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and " 

(those charged with authority among you..." (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

.( Those charged with authority' are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s )`

,and, at the time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned

.( pious, and just, should be referred to

هِّللا لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّرا  - صْنلاَْا هِّللادِْبعَ  نِْبرِِباج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحَ  یف  نِیدّلا   ِ لِمکِْا یِف 

وَ رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَِیذَّلا  رِْملاَْاوُلوُا  نْمَفَ  هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ 

نُْب دُِّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِْیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث  بٍِلاطیباَ ،  ُ نُب  ُّ یُلعَ مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب  نِْم  نَیمِلسْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ 

نُْب رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاَّصلا  َّمُث  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنِم  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباجَ ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  ٍّیلعَ 

، ٍّیِلعَ نُْب  نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍَّمحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  ٍّیِلعَ ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ،

هُرُکْذِ یلاعتَ  هُّللا  حُتَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نِْب   ِ نِسحَْلا نُْبا  هِدِابعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّللا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسَ وَ  َّمُث 

یلَعَ اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئآیِلواَ  هِِتعَیش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اهَبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْلاَْا وَ  قَرِاشَمَ  هِْیدَیَ  یلَعَ 

یف هِِب  عُافِتْنلاِْاَ  هِِتعَیشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج : لَاق  .نِامیلاِْل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  -لْ  هَفَ هِّللا 

عِافِتْناِکَ هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب  نَوعُفِتَْنیَ  هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب ¨ يذَّلاوَ ¨ يا ¨ لَا  - قفَ هِِتبَْیغَ ،

...بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا 

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3273 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 
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In ` Ikmāl-ud-Din ' a tradition, through ` Jābir-il-Ju`fī ', is narrated

from ` Jābir-ibn-`Abdillāh ' thus: " I said: ` O Messenger of Allah, we have

known Allah and His Apostle; then who is ` Ulul-Amr ', those that Allah

has made their obedience the same as your obedience? ' Then, the Prophet

p.b.u.h.) said: ` O Jābir! they are, after me, my successors and the Guides)

of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abitalib; then (Imam) Hassan, and

Imam) Husain; then Ali-ibn-il-Husain; then Mohammad-ibn- Ali; known)

in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! When you visit him, give

my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, Ja`far-ibn-Muhammad; and

;after him Mūsa-ibn-Ja`far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhạmmad-ibn-Ali

(then Ali-ibn-Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes

Al-Ghā'im whose name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah's

Authority on the Earth and His Remainder amongst His servants. He is

the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-`Askarī). This is the very personality

by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and Wests of the worlds and this

is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and his lovers

in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except

." for the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ` O' Messenger of Allah! will his followers

avail of him during his occultation? ' He answered: ` Yes. By the One Who
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appointed me to prophethood, they will seek brightness from his light and

will avail by devotion in his absence the same as the availing of people from

 '..." the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253' with nearly similar meaning, in Yanābī-`ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

: یلاعتَ هُّللا  لَاق   " يوهَْلا نِعَ  قُطِْنیَ  ام  یحوُی وَ  یٌحْوَ  لاِّا  وَهُ  نِْا  " 

هیلآ 3 و 4 ( - 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does the Apostle speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation " 

 " that is revealed

(Sura Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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(: ص  ) هّللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

" یترَْتعِ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  یَلِا  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمْمَ  لٌْبحَ  هِّللا  بُاتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، هِّللا وَ  بَاتکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  مْکُیِف  كٌرِات  یّنِا 

ینوفُُلخْتَ اذامِب  اورُظُْنافَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امهَُّناَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا  فَیطلّلا  َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُهْأَ 

(: ص  ) یبَّنلا لَاق  :" رخَا ثٍیدحَ  یف  وَ  امهِِب " مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  ام  اوُّلضِتَ 

هحفص 17 دلج 3  لبنح ، نبدمحا  دنسُم  هحفص 90 و  رابخلاا ، یناعم 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " I leave behind me two weighty (very

worthy and important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān), which is

a stretched string from the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my

Ahlul-Bait; for verily Allah, The Merciful, The Aware, informed me that

never, never, will these two get separated from each other until they meet

me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance). Therefore, be

careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me) ". And, in

another tradition it is added: " Never, never, shall you get astray if you

." attach yourselves to these TWO

Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, Musnad Ahṃad-ibn-Ḥanbal, Vol. 3, p. 17, and)
other

books from the Sunnite School and Shi`ah School mentioned in Ihq̣āq-ul-Haqq, Vol. 9,
p. 309

(to 375

: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

سانلا اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  اًدبع  هّللا  محر 

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3277 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


انوعبت انملاک لا  نساحم  اوملع  ول  مهناف 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 -  رابخلاا  یناعم 

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said

May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our " 

commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and

teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and goodnesses

." of our speech, surely they would follow us

(Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 180 `Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, V. 1, p. 207)
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میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

هِظَعِوْمَْلا هِمَکْحِْلاب وَ  کَِّبرَ  لِیِبسَ  یَلءِإ  عُدُْا 

کََّبرَ َّنءِإ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتّلاِب  مهُْلدِج  هِنَسَحَْلا وَ 

مُلَعْأَ وَهُ  هِِلیِبسَ وَ  نعَ  َّلضَ  نمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ 

نیدِتَهْمُْلاِب

****

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful

;exhortation; and debate with them in a way which is the best

surely your Lord knows best who have strayed from His path and

.knows best who are (rightly) guided

.[ Sura Nahl (The Bee), No. 16, verse 125]
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Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-̣Sạlāh ̣al-Ḥalabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
- A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-`Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi`ī (The Merits of Imam

Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam - A`

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3281 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com
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,Manhaj-us-̣Sạ̄diqīn by Fathụllāh Kāshānī, `Ilmiyyah Islāmiyyah Bookshop, Tehran . 6

Iran - F

Tafsīr-i-Abulfutūh Rāzī by ash-Shaykh Abulfutūh Rāzī, Islamiyyah Bookshop, . 7
,Tehran

Iran, 1973/1393 A.H. - F

Tafsīr-i-Rūh-̣ul-Ma`ānī by al-Ālūsī al-Baqdādī, Dār-u-Ihyā'it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, . 8
,Beirut

Lebanon 1985/1405 - A

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3284 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,Tafsīr - i - al - Manār (Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Ḥakīm), by Mohammad Rashīd Ridā . 9
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,Fathul-Qadīr by Muhạmmad-ibn-`Ali al-Shoukānī; `Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon . 19

A  - 1981/1401

;Al-Mabādi'-ul-`Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Dr. Muhạmmad Ḥusain-`Ali-al-Saqīr . 20
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In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

Introduction

For the main introductory of this endeavor in details, dear readers may refer to the

first part of this very commentary of the Qur’ān. They can be familiar with some

essential data towards the aim, which must surely be helpful along the way of

.studying this book, too

In that introduction, it has been mentioned that the demand of those who have read

the former volumes of this commentary, and are anxiously waiting for the rest parts

of the translation of the Qur’ān to receive as soon as possible, caused the original

explanatory in the substitutive volumes to be arranged rather concisely by the

.compilers

Therefore, in this series, from part three of the Qur’ān on, every volume consists of

the verses of about two parts of the Qur’ān. This current volume, for example,
contains parts nine and ten, in addition to the remaining verses of Sura At-Taubah, so

that the commentary of this Sura be completed here and the volume after it may

.begin from the beginning of Sura Yūnus

Humbly we ask Allah, the Exalted, that He helps us, as ever before, to complete this

holy endeavor successfully, even by the assistance of some other translators, so that

we can offer the whole of it in our worldly lifetime to the truth-seekers throughout the

.world

May He (s.w.t.) guide and assist all of us by the light of the Qur’ān to pave the Straight

.path further and further, for we are always in need of it

The Scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid ‘Abbās Sadr-‘Āmili

The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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Sura Al-'Ar'af (No.7), Part 9

(Section 11(continued

Point

اَّنکُ وَْلوَأَ  لَاقـَ  انـَِتَّلِم  یِف  َّندُوعُتََل  وْأَ  آنـَِتیَرْقَ  نِم  کَعـَمَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  بُْیعَشـُایَ  کََّنجَرِخُْنَل  هِِموْقـَ  نِْم  اورُبَکْتَسـْا  نَیذَِّلا  َُـلامَْلا  لَاقـَ  - 88
نَیهِرِاکَ

:The chiefs of the arrogant among his people said . “ 88

,We will surely expel you, O Shu‘ayb ‘ 

and those who believe with you from our town, unless you return into our creed. ’ He

,(Shu‘ayb) said: ‘ what

( ? ’ ” even though we dislike (it

Commentary: verse 88

All prophets have been threatened to be expelled and banished. This is the logic of

force. Sura ’Ibrāhi̅m, No.14, verse 14 says: “ And those who disbelieved said to their

apostles: ‘ We will most certainly drive you forth from our land, so else you shall come

. … ” back into our religion

The chiefs of the arrogant have always been the first enemies of prophets. The verse

:says

: …” The chiefs of the arrogant among his people said “ 

The method of prophets is logic and reasoning, but the style of disbelievers is force

.and threat

The preachers of religion should not be afraid of the opponents’ threads, since there

have always been threat and banishment in this way. The disbelievers told their

:prophet
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, … ” We will surely expel you, O Shu‘ayb “ …‘ 

Yet, be careful to use a kind word, politely and wisely, when you confront the

:ignorances of disbelievers. Shu‘ayb answered them

( ? ’ ” He (Shu‘ayb) said: ‘ what, even though we dislike (it “…
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انُّبرَ عَسِوَ  انَُّبرَ  هُّللا  ءَآشَیَ  نْأَ  َّلآإِ  آهَیِف  دَوعَُن  نْأَ  آنََل  نُوکُیَ  امَوَ  اهَْنِم  هُّللا  اَناَّجَن  ذْإِ  دَْعَب  مْکُِتَّلِم  یِف  اَندْعـُ  نْإِ  اًبذِکـَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  انَْیرَتَْفا  دِقـَ  - 89
ِّقحَْلاِب انَِموْقَ  نَْیَبوَ  انَنَْیَب  حْتَْفا  انََّبرَ  انَْلَّکوَتَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اًمْلعِ  ءٍیْشَ  َّلکُ 

نَیحِِتافَْلا رُْیخَ  تَْنأَوَ 

We should have forged a lie against Allah if we returned into your creed after . “ 89
.Allah delivered us from it

,It is not for us to return into it, unless Allah

our Lord, (so) will. Our Lord comprehends all things in His knowledge. In Allah we have

.put our trust

Our Lord! Decide between us and our people with truth, and You are the best of

.” deciders

Commentary: verse 89

The Qur’ānic term /millat/ has sometimes been used with the meaning of religion and

.creed

Since the followers of Shu‘ayb had accepted their religion based upon reasoning and

proof, (not upon desires), then they would not abandon it. Allah never commands

upon returning to infidelity and paganism. He who returns from His command, surely

the amount of his deed is so little that the one regrets from his action, while Allah is
:not like that and He never reviews the religion. The verse says

We should have forged a lie against Allah if we returned into your creed after Allah “ 
. … ” delivered us from it

The Qur’ānic term /fath/ and /fātih/, in these aspects, mean: ‘ judgement and

 ’. arbitration
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The final word is said by Allah, in order that they might be delivered from this blind,
.and the path be paved

Therefore, opposite to the evil suggestions of the enemies, we must trust on Allah and

.show our conclusiveness

Never a believer is ready to collude on his beliefs, and he never returns from the

:Truth. Turing back and retrogression is forbidden for a true Muslims. The verse says

. … ” It is not for us to return into it, unless Allah, our Lord, (so) will “ …

.It is for this reason that we must submit the command of Allah and obey it

Do not forget to observe discipline and courtesy in speech. Instead of curse, invoke

.Allah the just arbitration

Our Lord comprehends all things in His knowledge. In Allah we have put our trust. “ …

, … ” Our Lord! Decide between us and our people with truth

In supplication, the relationship between the demand and the Divine Names should be

.considered

:We are in need of triumph and, therefore, we call Him saying

. ” and You are the best of deciders “ …

****
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نَورُسِاخََل اًذإِ  مْکَُّنإِ  اًبْیعَشُ  مُْتْعبََّتا  نِْئَل  هِِموْقَ  نِْم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لأُمَْلا  لَاقَوَ  - 90

نَیمِِثاجَ مْهِرِادَ  یِف  اوحُبَصْاَفَ  هُفَجَّْرلا  مُهُْتذَخَاَفَ  - 91

And the chiefs of those who disbelied from among his people said: ‘ If you follow . “ 90
,Shu‘ayb

 ’.” you will indeed be losers

Then the earthquake seized them, so they became motionless bodies in their . “ 91
.” dwellings

Commentary: verses 90-91

In this verse, the term /rajfah/ (earthquake) has been used for the punishment of

those people, while in Sura Hūd, No.11, verse 94 the word /sayhah/ (rumbling) has been

applied, and in Sura Ash-Shu‘arā, No.26, verse 189 the phrase “… the punishment of

the day of cloud …”, which is a covering produced by an annihilating cloud, is

mentioned as their torment. This shows that the earthquake of their chastisement

.had been accompanied with rumbling and an annihilating dark cloud

The Arabic term /jāθm/is derived from /jaθm/ which means: to sit upon the knee and

to stay in one place. As if, the punishment seized them at night when they were

asleep. They woke up, but they had neither enough time to save themselves nor any

.ability to escape. So, they were destroyed while they were in the state of half-raised

.Most of the opponents of divine prophets were from the kind of rich notables
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: …” And the chiefs of those who disbelied from among his people said“

.One of the methods of disbelievers is threat by means of economical siege

 ’.” If you follow Shu‘ayb, you will indeed be losers “…‘ 

****

When they became like that, they increased their own aberration by persisting on

leading others astray. There was no hope that they might believe. Therefore, basing

on the decree of the law of effacing the effects of corruption, the divine punishment

:fell upon them. The verse says

Then the earthquake seized them, so they became motionless bodies in their “ 
.” dwellings

****

p: 21

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3321 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیرِسِاخَْلا مُهُ  اوُناکَ  اًبْیعَشُ  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَیِف  اوْنَْغیَ  مَْل  نأَکَ  اًبْیعَشُ  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 92

Those who belied Shu‘ayb became (perished) as if they had never dwelt therein. . “ 92
.” Those who belied Shu‘ayb were themselves the losers

Commentary: verse 92

The Arabic term /yaqnau/, used in this verse, is derived from /ׁqinā / which means: ‘ to

 ’. dwell in a place

The great loss belongs to the idolaters. Instead of belief in one God, they ascribe

partners, and instead of accepting the guidance of the immaculates, they refer to

.others supposing to be led

Therefore, instead of a secured life, they will be destroyed of everything; and instead

of being admitted into Heaven, they will enter Hell Fire, since, instead of Allah’s
.pleasure, they have incurred His Wrath

Thus, the plots of the people of Shu‘ayb, who were the followers of falsehood, were of

no avail. They wanted to expel Shu‘ayb from their town, but they themselves were

.destroyed in their own houses

That is why that sometimes it happens that the places of refuge change to places of

massacre. (The town of the people of Shu‘ayb, for example, was a pleasant place for

them and also it was used as a means of threat against Shu‘ayb by them. But that

.town was ruined upon them and became a means of their destruction
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It is at the time of incurring the Wrath of Allah that the real losers are recognized. The

:above verse is its Qur’ānic evidence. It says

Those who belied Shu‘ayb became (perished) as if they had never dwelt therein.“
.” Those who belied Shu‘ayb were themselves the losers

****
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نَیرِِفاکَ مٍوْقَ  یلَعَ  یسَاءَ  فَْیکَفَ  مْکَُل  تُحْصََنوَ  یِّبرَ  تِلاَاسَرِ  مْکُُتْغلَْبأَ  دْقََل  مِوْقَ  ایَ  لَاقَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  یَّلوَتَفَ  - 93

So he turned away from them, and said: ‘ O’ my people! I have delivered to you . “ 93
the messages of my Lord, and advised you sincerely; so how shall I then grieve for a

?’ ” disbelieving people

Commentary: verse 93

Again, for a more intensive emphasis, it says that those who belied Shu‘ayb were the

losers, not those who believed in him. Thus, such people are addressed in the holy

:verse as follows

So he turned away from them, and said: ‘ O’ my people! I have delivered to you the “ 
; … ” messages of my Lord, and advised you sincerely

When Shu‘ayb saw them in the threashold of chastisement and destruction, he

hopelessly turned away from them, and told them that he had conveyed the

messages of Allah to them and had advised them, but refusing his words, they did not

.hearken to him

That is, that punishment was very hard and painful, but they were deserve to incur it
.as a result of the crimes they had committed

?’ ” So how shall I then grieve for a disbelieving people “ …

Then Suh‘ayb, in a positive interrogation with a negative sense, said why he should

grieve for a people who disbelieved and incurred the punishment of Allah for

.themselves. This statement means that he said he did not grieve for them
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Thus Shu‘ayb consoles himself, because he had made his best and applied all the

necessary efforts to guide aright those people. But, alas, they disobeyed arrogantly

.and that torment was their recompense

****
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Section 12: Warning against Punishment

Point

Cause of the distress sent on the previous disbelieving people – Warning with the

.punishment

ءِآَّرَّضلاوَ ءِآسَأْبَْلاِب  اهَلَهْأَ  آَنذْخَأَ  َّلآإِ  ٍّیِبَن  نِْم  هٍیَرْقَ  یِف  انَْلسَرْأَ  آمَوَ  - 94

نَوعَُّرَّضیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

And We did not send a prophet in any town but We overtook its people with . “ 94
.” distress and affliction that they might humble themselves

Commentary : verse 94

The Qur’ānic term /ba’sā’/ means some calamities which reach the soul, like death;

(while the term /darrā’/ means: financial damages. (Tafsīr-i-Furqān

As an Allah’s way of treatment, there are some bitter events and calamities for all

.nations

It is noteworthy that difficulties and hardships are usually some functional factors in
removing neglectfulness and in training man. Also, calamities are not always the

Wrath of Allah. They are sometimes the grace of Allah in the form of misfortunes.
(Like some iron which, as a result of being heated in the furnace, becomes soft and

changeable into different shapes. Afflictions cause man to be mild, too.) Difficulties

.also make Man humiliate and supplicate

:The verse says
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And We did not send a prophet in any town but We overtook its people with distress “ 
.” and affliction that they might humble themselves

For more details upon the meaning of the Qur’ānic terms /ba’sā’/ and /darrā’/, refer)
to the commentary of Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 42, vol. 5, p. 124 the current English

.( version series of commentary of the Holy Qur’ān

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “ Allah, Almighty and Glorious, said: ‘ When the

one who has known Me disobeys Me, I will set up, as an absolute master over him, the

(one who has not known Me ’.” (’Usūl-i-Kāfi̅, part 3, p. 378

:Hadrat abul-Hassan-il-Hādi̅, the tenth Imam (a.s.) has said

Verily Allah has a caller who calls every day and night ‘ O’ servants of Allah! Stop! “ 
stop sinning Allah! If there were not grazing animals, milking babies, and (in prayer)
bowing aged ones, there would be showered a punishment over you by which you

(might be severely bruised ’.” (’Usūl-I-Kāfi̅, part 3, p. 378

****
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اوْفَعَ یَّتحَ  هَنَسَحَْلا  هِئَِّیَّسلا  نَاکَمَ  انَْلَّدَب  َّمُث  - 95

نَورُعُشْیَلاَ مْهُوَ  هًتَْغَب  مْهُاَنذْخَاَفَ  ءُآَّرَّسلاوَ    ُ ءآَّرَّضلا اَنءَآَباءَ  َّسمَ  دْقَ  اوُلاقَوَ 

:Then We altered the ill (circumstances) to good, until they multiplied, and said . “ 95

’. Distress and happiness did indeed touch our fathers ‘ 

.” So We seized them suddenly while they did not perceive

Commentary : verse 95

The Arabic term /‘afau/, mentioned in this verse, means

 ’. the abundance of wealth and children ‘ 

The grace of Allah reached to be full unto them, but they did not become aware nor

.did they take an example

A nearly similar meaning to this statement is recited in Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 44,
where it says: “ Then, when they forgot that which they had been admonished to, We

opened the doors of all things (of enjoyments), until when they rejoiced in what they

were given, We seized them suddenly when, behold, they were in utter dispair.” The

case is similar to the condition of a sick person whose physician becomes

disappointed of him to be healed. Then he tells the people around him that they let

him eat everything he wishes, because it is indifferent for the diseased person, and he

.is passing away

However, as some commentators have said, there may also be another meaning for

this verse. That meaning is that, after
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the removal of difficulties, the following generation said that bitter events were for

their fathers and these offsprings were in security. They were neglectful that Allah’s
way of treatment in seizing people encompasses all generations, and such

.negligences are the secret of the Wrath of Allah

Therefore, passing by the bitter and sweet incidents heedlessly, and taking no

example of them, brings forth the Wrath of Allah thereafter. This status is a sign of

.unawareness in such people

.” while they did not perceive “… 

Not every kind of welfare and happiness is a sign of the Grace of Allah. They may

:sometimes prepare the field for the Wrath of Allah. The verse says

, …” Then We altered the ill (circumstances) to good, until they multiplied “ 

Sometimes it happens that the welfare of a person causes his neglectfulness and his

(. disobedience from the command of Allah (s.w.t

’. …” and said: ‘ Distress and happiness did indeed touch our fathers “…

Most of those who fail in the Divine trials are the rich and the people who are in

.welfare, not the deprived ones

It should also be noted that the Wrath of Allah does not inform men when it has to

.come, but it comes suddenly

:The verse says

.” So We seized them suddenly while they did not perceive “… 

****
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 ِ ضرْلاَاوَ ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  تٍاکَرََب  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَحْتَفََل  اوْقََّتاوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  يرَقُْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  - 96

نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  مْهُاَنذْخَاَفَ  اوُبَّذکَ  نکَِلوَ 

And if the people of the towns had believed and kept from evil, We would have . “ 96
,certainly opened up for them blessings from the heaven and the earth

;but they belied

.” so We seized them for what they used to earn

Commentary : verse 96

The Arabic term /barakāt/ is the plural form of /barakah/. It is applied for the fix and

continual favours. On the contrary, there are some fleeting things in the senses of

blessing, plurality of good and its multiplication. Blessings include both material and

.spiritual bounties, like blessings in lifetimes, in knowledge, and in books

:The verse says

And if the people of the towns had believed and kept “ 

from evil, We would have certainly opened up for them

, …” blessings from the heaven and the earth

It implies that if the people of the towns, who were destroyed because of denial and

disobedience, had testified the Divine prophets and had avoided polytheism and

sinning, Allah would have bestowed upon them the increasing blessings from the

.heaven and the earth by means of rain and abundance of plants and fruits
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Noah also promised his people if they believed, the blessings of heaven would be sent

.down unto them

Some commentators say that blessings of the heaven, mentioned in this holy verse,
refer to the supplications which are answered, and the blessings of the earth are the

.fulfilment of the requests

:The verse continues saying

but they belied; so We seized them for what “… 

.” they used to earn

That is, they rejected the divine prophets, and Allah punished them for the

recompense of their disobediences, oppositions, and belying the prophets by ceasing

rain from them, and, consequently, the blessings of the earth were restrained from

.them

****
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نَومُِئآَن مْهُوَ  اًتایََب  انَسُأَْب  مْهُیَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  يرَقُْلا  لُهْأَ  نَِماَفَأَ  - 97

یحًضُ انَسُأَْب  مْهُیَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  يرَقُْلا  لُهْأَ  نَِمأَوَأَ  - 98

نَوُبعَْلیَ مْهُوَ 

What! do the people of the towns then feel secure from Our punishment coming . “ 97
 ? ” upon them by night while they are sleeping

What! do the people of the towns feel secure from Our punishment coming upon . “ 98
 ? ” them in daylight while they are playing

Commentary : verses 97-98

It questions whether the people of towns, who reject the prophets, are secure from

the punishment of Allah when it comes down upon them while they are asleep at

.night, the same as it befell upon the former people

:The verse says

What! do the people of the towns then feel secure from Our punishment coming “ 
upon them by night

 ? ” while they are sleeping

****

Again, it questions whether the people of towns are secure from the punishment of

.Allah when it seizes them at the day time while they are busy doing some vain affairs

:The verse says
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What! do the people of the towns feel secure from Our punishment coming upon “ 
 ? ” them in daylight while they are playing

It is evident that whoever is busy with the mere affairs of this world and does not

.heed the affairs of Hereafter is in vain and, as if, he is playing around

The purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase ‘ the people of the towns ’ is any group of people

who are busy with some useless affairs, and who reject divine prophets, and they

.refrain worshipping One God

The occasion of revelation of these two verses, of course, was the obstinacies of the

.pagans of Mecca

****
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نَورُسِاخَْلا مُوْقَْلا  َّلاإِ  هِّللا  رَکْمَ  نُمَأْیَ  لافَ  هِّللا  رَکْمَ  اوُنِماَفَأَ  - 99

What! Do they then feel secure from Allah’s plan (sudden punishment)? But none . “ 99
feels secure

.” from Allah’s plan save the people (who are) losers

Commentary : verse 99

The verse begins thus: “ what! do they then feel secure from Allah’s plan (sudden

( ? …” punishment

The verse implies whether these disbelieving people are secure when the divine

.punishment befalls them so that they do not understand

The reason that the divine punishment is called here ‘ plan ’ is that it seizes them in a
.way that they do not know it and they do not understand it

.A plan, or plot, usually attacks the opposite party unawares

:The verse continues saying

But none feels secure from Allah’s plan save the people “… 

.” who are) losers)

That is, except the people who are losers, and they do not know it, no one feels

.secure from the plan of Allah

The purpose of this verse is to attract the attention of the responsible ones to be

careful and attentive that they should be afraid of Allah’s punishment, and they

should obey Him. Never should they promise themselves security from that

punishment, otherwise they will be involved in chastisement both in this world and

.Hereafter

****
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Section 13: The Ministry of Moses

Point

The hearts of the previous disbelievers sealed against understanding as they

 – were not faithful to the covenant – Moses’ Mission to Pharoah

.Signs demanded of Moses and his showing them

مْهِِبوُنذُِب مْهُانَْبصَأَ  ءُآشََن  وَْل  نْأَ  آهَِلهْأَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  ضَرْلاَا  نَوُثرِیَ  نَیذَِّلِل  دِهْیَ  مَْل  وَأَ  - 100

نَوعُمَسْیَلا مْهُفَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  عُبَطَْنوَ 

Does He not guide (thereby) those who inherit the earth after its (former) . “ 100
residents that if We

please We will destroy them (too) for their sins and set a seal on their hearts so that

they

( ? ” do not hear (the truth

Commentary : verse 100

Once more in this verse, in order to awaken the neglectful minds of the present

people, and making them attentive of the instructive lessons which had existed in the

lives of the former nations, the Qur’ān inquires whether those who inherit the earth

next to the possessors of it did not take admonition from the study of the situation of

the former nations. They should understand that if Allah pleases, He is able to destroy

,them
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too, for their faults, and inflicts them with the same evil end that the former sinners

.suffered

:The verse says

Does He not guide (thereby) those who inherit the earth after its (former) residents “ 
that if We please We

 …” will destroy them (too) for their sins

Allah is also able to leave them alive, while, because of their committing sins and

corruptions, He seals their hearts and let them not perceive and recognize the truth,
so that they never hear the truth and do not accept any advice. Such people will be

:wandering in the life bewildered. The verse says

( ? ” and set a seal on their hearts so that they do not hear (the truth “…

****
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مهُْتءَآجَ دْقََلوَ  اهَِئآبَْنأَ  نِْم  کَْیلَعَ  ُّصقَُن  يرَقُْلا  کَْلِت  - 101

اوُناکَ امَفَ  تِانَِّیبَْلاِب  مْهُُلسُرُ  ْ 

نَیرِِفاکَْلا بِوُلُق  یلَعَ  هُّللا  عُبَطْیَ  کَِلذَکَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  اوُبَّذکَ  امَِب  اوُنِمؤُْیِل 

These are the towns some of whose tidings We . “ 101

,recount unto you; and certainly their Messengers came to them with manifest proofs

but they would not believe in what they had belied from before. Thus does Allah set a
.” seal on the hearts of the infidels

Commentary : verse 101

In this verse, as well as the next one, the emphasis is again on the lessons which can

be taken from the explanation of the former people’s events. But, here, the

.addressee is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), although the objective is indeed all human beings

:At first, it says

These are the towns some of whose tidings “ 

; …” We recount unto you

Then, the verse implies that it was not such that they became unnihilated without

completing the argument, but surely their divine prophets went to them with clear

evidences and those prophets tried their utmost effort to guide them. The holy verse

:continues saying

and certainly their Messengers came to them “… 

, …” with manifest proofs

But they steadily showed opposition against the continuous preaches and repeated

invitations of their prophets and
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persisted on their own saying. They were not ready to accept and believe in that

:which they had belied before. Here is what the verse says

but they would not believe in what they had “… 

. …” belied from before

The cause of this obstinacy has been stated in the next sentence of the holy verse, as

:follows

.” Thus does Allah set a seal on the hearts of the infidels “… 

That is, those who step in the path of wrong, as a result of repetition and continuation

of action, some corruptions such as perversion, infidelity, and impurity settle in their

hearts so deeply that they remain fixed therein like the curvings upon a coin. This is
from the kind of effect and property of action which has been attributed to Allah, since

.it is He Who is the Cause of all causes

****
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نَیقِسِافََل مْهُرَثَکْأَ  آَندْجَوَ  نْإِو  دٍهْعَ  نِْم  مْهِرِثَکْلاَ  اَندْجَوَ  امَوَ  - 102

(And, We did not find in most of them any (firm . “ 102

covenant, and verily We found most of them

.” to be wrong-doers

Commentary : verse 102

The objective meaning of the word ‘ ‘ahd ’, (covenant), mentioned in the verse, is

either the relation between Allah and the sound innate disposition of people, or the

invitation and laws of prophets, or the special covenants which sometimes people

made with prophets saying that, for example, if the prophet performed so and so as a
miracle or solved a particular difficulty of theirs, they would believe. One of the

evidences of this kind in the Qur’ān is Sura ’A‘rāf, No. 7, verses 134 and 135 which say: “
And when the plague fell upon them, they said: ‘ O’ Moses! invoke your Lord for us by

the covenant He has made with you. If you remove the plague from us, we will

certainly believe in you, and we will certainly send with you the Children of Israel ’.” “
But when We removed the plague from them until a term which they should reach,

(.” behold, they broke (their promise again

Allah has made manifest some facts for human beings through both innate disposition

and prophets in order that they may have confederation and submission unto them.
But most people neglect the cry of innate dispostion and prophets, and going out of

:the path of the truth, they become wrong-doers. The verse says

, …” And, We did not find in most of them any (firm) covenant “ 
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Thus, the secret of the destruction of the former nations was breach of promise and

.disobedience

.” and verily We found most of them to be wrong-doers “… 

.Allah has praised the faithful and blamed the breachers of promise

****
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نَیدِسِْفمُْلا هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُْنافَ  اهِب  اومُلَظَفَ  هِِئلَمَوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  یَلإِ  آنَِتایَاَِب  یسَوُم  مْهِدِْعَب  نِْم  انَْثعََب  َّمُث  - 103

Then, after them, We sent Moses with Our Signs unto Pharaoh and his chiefs, . “ 103
.but they wronged (and disbelieved) in them

! ” Consider then how the end of the mischief makers was

Commentary : verse 103

The name of Moses (a.s.) has been repeated more than 130 times in the Qur’ān. No

other name has been mentioned

therein as numerous as his name. As it is cited in Al-Mizān, the Commentary, the

Qur’ān has referred to the divine miracles concerning no prophet as many as it has

.(. mentioned for Moses (a.s

The story of Moses (a.s.), mentioned in the Qur’ān, can be staged into five steps: 1)
The birth and childhood of Moses. 2) His escape from the city of Madyan and living

with Shuaib (Jethro). 3) His mission and his problems with Pharaoh. 4) His own

deliverance and that of his people from Pharaoh, and returning to Palestine. 5) His

.conflicts with the Children of Israel

This Sura, Al-’A‘rāf, is the first Meccan Sura which has referred to the story of Moses

.(. (a.s

One of the philosophies of the mission of prophets is standing against false deities.
For general improvement of a society, the chiefs and great members of that society

should
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be referred to first, because water must be purified from its head-source, as the

:verse says

, …” Then, after them, We sent Moses with Our Signs unto Pharaoh and his chiefs “ 

People’s faith in the truth usually causes their society to be improved, while disbelief

:and heresy draw it towards corruption. The verse continues saying

.but they wronged (and disbelieved) in them “… 

! ” Consider then how the end of the mischief makers was

****
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نَیمَِلاعَْلا ِّبرَ  نِْم  لٌوسُرَ  یِّنإِ  نُوْعَرِْفایَ  یسَوُم  لَاقَوَ  -104

And Moses said: ‘ O Pharaoh! Verily I am a Messenger from the Lord of the . " 104
 ’." worlds

Commentary : verse 104

Prophets claimed nothing but their prophecy and invitation to the Truth. In the way of

their invitation, they used to address the false deities of their time bravely and without

.any fear and opposed them

And Moses said: ‘ O Pharaoh! Verily I am a Messenger " 

 ’." from the Lord of the worlds

To improve the society which has a regular system, it is better to begin from the

.chiefs of that society

****
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َّقحَْلا َّلاإِ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  لَوُقاَ  نْاَ لآ  یلَعَ  قٌیقِحَ  - 105

لَیِئآرسْإِ یِنَب  یَعِمَ  لْسِرْاَفَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  هٍنَِّیبَِب  مْکُُتْئجِ  دْقَ 

I am) worthy of saying nothing about Allah except the truth. Indeed I have come . “ ) 105
;to you with a clear Sign (a miracle) from your Lord

.” so send forth with me the Children of Israel

Commentary : verse 105

Prophets are infallible, and they say nothing but the truth. From the tongue of Moses,
:the verse says

I am) worthy of saying nothing about Allah “ )

. … ” except the truth

Prophets should have miracles to prove their prophecy, as the verse refers to it and

:says

Indeed I have come to you with a clear Sign “ … 

; …” a miracle) from your Lord)

To provide the freedom of human beings is among the first aims of prophets. Except

them, whoever takes the rein of the government in a society, drags those people into

.servitude of false deities

As long as people are not delivered from the ties of false deities, it is not possible to

offer them a complete cultural program to guide them. That was why Moses (a.s.) said

:to Pharaoh

.” so send forth with me the Children of Israel “ … 

****
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نَیِقدِاَّصلا نَِم  تَْنکُ  نْإِ  آهَِب  تِأْفَ  هٍیَاَِب  تَْئجِ  تَْنکُ  نْإِ  لَاقَ  - 106

نٌیِبُم نٌابَْعُث  یَهِ  اذَإِفَ  هُاصَعَ  یقَْلاَفَ  - 107

He (Pharaoh) said: ‘ If you have come with a Sign (a miracle), then bring it, if you . “ 106
’.” are of the truthful ones

.” So he threw his rod, then behold! it was a clear serpent . “ 107

Commentary : verses 106-107

:The Definition of a Miracle

The Arabic term /mu‘jizah/ is derived from the root /‘ajaza/ which means an action

that those who have not the capacity and genius of prophethood or imamate are

unable to do it, such as the act of Moses by his Rod, or the act of Jesus in raising men

:from the dead, and so on. The verse says

He (Pharaoh) said: ‘ If you have come with a Sign “ 

’.” a miracle), then bring it, if you are of the truthful ones)

In Sura Ash-Shu‘arā, No. 26, verse 45 we recite: “ Then Moses cast down his staff, and

.” lo! It swallowed that which they falsely displayed

There were also some more miracles appeared from that Rod. It was struck the

water of the sea when it dried up. Sura Ash-Shu‘arā, No. 26, verse 63 says: “ Strike the

sea with your staff …” Or, it was struck the rock and fountains of water gushed forth

.’…” from it. Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 60 says: “ … Strike the rock with your staff
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It should be explained that at the presence of Moses (a.s.) the Rod changed to be a
small snake, as Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 10 says: “ And cast down your staff, so

when he saw it in motion as if it was a serpent…” At the presence of people it seemed

an ordinary snake. Sura Tāhā, No. 20, verse 20 says: “ Then he cast it down, and lo! it
was a serpent running.” But, at the presence of Pharaoh, it became a great clear

:snake, as the verse under discussion says

.” So he threw his rod, then behold! it was a clear serpent “ 

:However, a miracle should be clear for all, so that no doubt remains. The verse says

.” then behold! it was a clear serpent “ … 

****
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Section 14:pharaoh and his Magicians Defeated

Point

Moses defeats Pharoah and his enchanters through

The Miraculous Rod

نَیرِظِاَّنلِل ءُآضَْیَب  یَهِ  اذَإِف  هُدَیَ  عَزََنوَ  - 108

مٌیِلعَ رٌحِاسََل  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  نَوْعَرِْف  مِوْقَ  نِْم  لأُمَْلا  لَاقَ  - 109

.” Then he drew out his hand, and behold! It was white to the beholders . “ 108

 ’.” The chiefs of Pharaoh’s people said: ‘ Verily this indeed is a knowing sorcerer . “ 109

Commentary : verses 108-109

Besides warnings and changing the Rod as a serpent, Moses showed white hand, too.
But the opponents of the prophets used to spoil the rank of the prophets. The verse

:says

.” Then he drew out his hand, and behold! it was white to the beholders “ 

****

Therefore, the adherents and the chiefs of wrong-doers around false deities are also

:shared with them in their crimes. The verse says

The chiefs of Pharaoh’s people said: ‘ Verily this “ 

 ’.” indeed is a knowing sorcerer
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نَورُُمأْتَ اذَامَفَ  مْکُضِرْأَ  نِْم  مْکُجَرِخُْی  نْأَ  دُیرُِی  - 110

.He (Moses) intends to expel you from your land . “ ‘ 110

? ’ ” Then what do you advise

Commentary : verse 110

In order to pervert the common opinions, Pharaoh tried to denigrate Moses (a.s.).
From the point of belief, he called Moses (a.s.) a sorcerer, and from the social and

political points of view, he introduced him as a seditious and quarrelsome person. One

of the weapons of the opponents is to denigrate the men of the Truth. The verse,
:from the tongue of Pharaoh, says

. …” He (Moses) intends to expel you from your land “ ‘ 

False deities are often tyrannical, but sometimes they become helpless to consult in
.difficulties with some others around them

? ’ ” Then what do you advise “…

****
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نَیرِشِاحَ نِِئآدَمَْلا  یِف  لْسِرْأَوَ  هُاخَأَوَ  هِجِرْأَ  اوُلاقَ  - 111

مٍیِلعَ رٍحِاسَ  ِّلکُِب  كَوُتأْیَ  - 112

(; They said (unto Pharaoh): ‘ Keep him and his brother in suspense (for a while . “ 111

( ,” and send men to the cities to collect (sorcerers

 ’.” To bring you every knowing (expert) sorcerer . “ 112

Commentary : verses 111-112

In their consultation, however, the attitude of all of them was that they told him to

keep Moses and Aaron (a.s.) in suspense in order to collect sorcerers. The verse says

:as follows

They said (unto Pharaoh): ‘ Keep him and his “ 

(; brother in suspense (for a while

( ,” and send men to the cities to collect (sorcerers

****

This device was for the reason that they would call all knowledgeable skillful experts

of the time in sorcery to be gathered and to be brought to the presence of Pharaoh.
:The verse says

 ’.” To bring you every knowing (expert) sorcerer “ 

Since haste in slaying Moses and Aaron, regarding Moses’ two surprising miracles,
would cause the attraction of the attention of many people to him, and the feature of

his
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prophethood ’ might be strengthened with the feature of ‘ 

martyrdom and being oppressed ’, at first they thought that they would frustrate his ‘ 
deeds by means of some extraordinary actions of their sorcerers, and defame him.
After that, they should slay him so that the story of Moses and Aaron could disappear

.from the minds of people forever

****
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نَیِبِلاغَْلا نُحَْن  اّنکُ  نْإِ  اًرجْلاَ  انَل  َّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  نَوْعَرِْف  هُرَحََّسْلا  ءَآجَوَ  - 113

نَیِبَّرقَمُْلا نَمَِل  مْکَُّنإِو  مْعََن  لَاقَ  - 114

:And the sorcerers came to Pharaoh, they said . “ 113

’. ” Verily there will be a reward for us if we are victors ‘ 

(’.” He said: ‘ Yes! and you will surely be of the near-stationed (to me . “ 114

Commentary : verses 113-114

From this verse on, the words are upon the entanglement of Moses with the

.sorcerers and the end of his struggle therein

The verse implies that, by the invitation of Pharaoh, sorcerers went to him, and the

first thing that they told him was that whether they would have a large reward if they

:could overcome the enemy. Here is the verse

And the sorcerers came to Pharaoh, they said: ‘ verily there will be a reward for us if “ 
’. ” we are victors

****

Immediately after that, Pharaoh also gave them a favorable promise, and said that

not only he would give them a good financial reward but also they would be of the

:near-stationed to him. The verse says

(’.” He said: ‘ Yes! and you will surely be of the near-stationed (to me “ 

.Thus, Pharaoh promised them both the reward of wealth and the reward of high rank
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نَیقِْلمُْلا نُحَْن  نَوکَُن  نْأَ  آَّمإِوَ  یَقِْلُت  نْأَ  آَّمإِ  یسَوُمایَ  اوُلاقَ  - 115

مٍیظِعَ رٍحْسِِب  وءُآجَوَ  مْهُوُبهَرْتَسْاوَ  سِاَّنلا  نَُیعْأَ  اورُحَسَ  اوْقَْلأَ  آمّلَفَ  اوقُْلأَ  لَاقَ  - 116

They (the sorcerers) said: ‘ O’ Moses! Will you throw, or shall we be the (first) . “ 115
 ? ’ ” throwers

He (Moses) said: ‘ Throw (yours) ! ’ So when they threw, they bewitched the . “ 116
.” people’s eyes and terrified them and produced a great magic

Commentary : verses 115-116

Finally, a proper time was appointed for the meeting of Moses (a.s.) and the sorcerers

.to have their attempts. So all people were invited to come and see the event

When the appointed day came, the sorcerers were completely ready with all their

tools for the action. They had supplied some ropes and staffs which, it seemed, they

had been filled with some special chemical materials. These materials could be

changed into the form of some light gases before sunshine which could move those

.ropes and hollow staffs

It was a wonderful scene. Moses, standing before people and the sorcerers, was

alone. Only his brother, Aaron, was with him. The sorcerers told Moses either he

would begin the action and cast his means first, or they might start and cast their own

:means. The verse in this regard says

They (the sorcerers) said: ‘ O’ Moses! Will you throw, or shall we be the (first) “ 
 ? ’ ” throwers
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Moses, with a particular coolness, answered them that they could begin first. The

:verse says

( ! …’ He (Moses) said: ‘ Throw (yours “ 

When the sorcerers threw down their ropes and other means on the ground, they

fascinated people and, by their deceitful deeds and exaggerative statements, they

cast a sudden fear and terror upon people, and caused a great sorcery to be

:produced before them. The verse says

So when they threw, they bewitched the people’s eyes and terrified them and “… 
.” produced a great magic

The Arabic term /sihr/ means: ‘ deceit, imposture, dexterity, and jugglery ’. Sometimes

:it also means: ‘ whatever the cause and motive of which is invisible ’. The verse says

.” and produced a great magic “… 

****
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نَوکُِفأْیَ امَ  فُقَْلتَ  یَهِ  اذَإِف  كَاصَعَ  قِْلأَ  نْأَ  یسَوُم  یَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَوَ  - 117

And We revealed to Moses: ‘ Throw down your rod! ’ And behold, it swallowed . “ 117
.” (all) that they falsely had invented

Commentary : verse 117

At the moment when all people were excited, and happy shouts were heard from

every side, Pharaoh and his by-standers were watching the scene of activities of

sorcerers, while they were smiling contently and their eyes were glittering with joy.
Then suddenly the Divine revelation came unto Moses (a.s.), biding him to throw down

the staff. It caused the scene to be changed wholly. The faces of audience lost their

.colour, and instability overtook Pharaoh and his adherents

In this verse, the Qur’ān refers to the very fact. It implies that Allah revealed to Moses

(a.s.) to throw down his Rod. It became as a huge serpent which quickly and precisely

:gathered all false snakes and artificial means of the sorcerers. The holy verse says

! ’ And We revealed to Moses: ‘ Throw down your rod “ 

.” And behold, it swallowed (all) that they falsely had invented

****

p: 54

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3357 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَامَ  لَطََبوَ  ُّقحَْلا  عَقَوَفَ  - 118

نَیرِغِاصَ اوُبلَقَْناوَ  کَِلانَهُ  اوُبِلغُفَ  - 119

نَیدِجِاسَ هُرَحََّسْلا  یَقِْلُاوَ  - 120

.” So the truth was established and what they were doing was made vain . “ 118

.” Thus were they there defeated and brought low . “ 119

.” And the sorcerers fell down in prostration .“ 120

Commentary : verses 118-120

It was thus that the truth was manifested and the acts of sorcerers, which were

:baseless and improper, were nollified. The verse says

.” So the truth was established and what they were doing was made vain “ 

The reason of this incident was that the deed of Moses (a.s.) was a reality while the

sorcerers’ deeds were some deceits, trickeries, dissimulations, juggleries and

.delusions

This was the first stroke which was struck upon the foundation of the power of

.Pharaoh, the arrogant

****

In verse 119, the Qur’ān implies that, thereafter, the signs of failure were seen in

.them, and all of them became low and helpless

:The verse says
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.” Thus were they there defeated and brought low “ 

****

The more important stroke happened when the scene of struggle of sorcerers

against Moses (a.s.) was totally changed, and suddenly all the sorcerers fell down

:prostrating for the greatness of Allah. The verse says

.” And the sorcerers fell down in prostration “ 

****
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نَیمَِلاعَْلا ِّبرَِب  اَّنمَاءَ  اوُلاقَ  - 121

نَورُاهَوَ یسَوُم  ِّبرَ  - 122

.” They said: ‘ We have believed in the Lord of the worlds . “ 121

 ’.” The Lord of Moses and Aaron . “ 122

Commentary : verses121-122

The sorcerers shouted that they believed in the Lord of the worlds, Who was the Lord

:of Moses and Aaron. The verses say

.” They said: ‘ We have believed in the Lord of the worlds “ 

 ’.” The Lord of Moses and Aaron “ 

This happening was something which could never be foresighted by Pharaoh and his

.men

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ فَوْسَفَ  اهَلَهْأَ  آهَْنِم  اوجُرِخُْتِل  هِنَیدِمَْلا  یِف  هُومُُترْکَمَ  رٌکْمََل  اذَه  َّنإِ  مْکَُل  نَذَاءَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  هِِب  مُْتْنمَاءَ  نُوْعَرِْف  لَاقَ  - 123

Pharaoh said: ‘ Did you believe in him before I should give you permission? . “ 123
,Surely this is a plot you have plotted in the city that you may expel its people from it

( ! ” but soon you shall know (the consequences

Commentary : verse 123

When a new stroke was struck upon the bases and pillars of the power and authority

of Pharaoh because of the victory of Moses (a.s.) over the sorcerers and that they

believed in Moses (a.s.), Pharaoh was frightened and got excited. That was why he

:applied two plots as follows

The first was his accusation against the sorcerers which perhaps was admired by

:common people. The verse says

? …” Pharaoh said: ‘ Did you believe in him before I should give you permission “ 

This is the worst form of colonialism that a nation be taken as slaves and captives so

that they may not have even the right of thinking, contemplating, and heartily

.believing in a person or a religion

This is the very plan which, in the present age, is pursued under the title of ‘ New

.colonialism ’, too

:Then, Pharaoh added

Surely this is a plot you have plotted in the city that you may expel its people from “… 
, …” it
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This accusation was so unfounded and infamous that none could accept, except some

.perfectly unaware persons among common people

After that, Pharaoh threatened them ambiguously, but it was said intensively and

:firmly. He said

( ! ” but soon you shall know (the consequences “… 

****
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نَیعِمَجْأَ مْکَُّنبَِّلصَلاَُ  َّمُث  فٍلاَخِ  نِْم  مْکُلَجُرْأَوَ  مْکُیَدِْیأَ  َّنعَِّطقَلاَُ  - 124

نَوُبِلقَْنُم انَِّبرَ  یَلإِ  آَّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  - 125

Surely I will cut off your hands and your feet . “ 124

 ’.” on opposite sides, then I will certainly crucify you all

 ’.” They said: ‘ Verily unto our Lord we return . “ 125

Commentary : verses 124-125

The ambiguous threat of Pharaoh, which was referred to in the previous verse, is

clearly stated in the verse under discussion. Here, Pharaoh takes an oath that he cuts

off their hands and feet on opposite sides, i.e. the right hand and the left foot, or the

:left hand and the right foot. The verse says

Surely I will cut off your hands and your feet “ 

,on opposite sides

 ’.” then I will certainly crucify you all

What Pharaoh undertook here against the sorcerers, who had believed in Moses

(a.s.), was a general behaviour that usually the tyrannical rulers have in their cowardly

oppositions against the adherents of the Truth. On one side, they use the weapon of

accusation against the demandant of the Truth to weaken them and their position

both in the view of common people. And, on the other side, they rely on force, power,
.and threat to slaughter and destruction in order to break down their authority and will

****
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None of the two weapons of Pharaoh could defeat the decision of the sorcerers. In

:their answer, they heartily and decidedly refused him, as follows

 ’.” They said: ‘ Verily unto our Lord we return “ 

They said this statement with the meaning that if the Pharaoh’s threat could be done,
they finally would become martyrs. In that case, not only the event might not harm

them or decrease anything from them, but also it could be considered as an honour

.and a happiness for them

****
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نَیمِِلسُْم انََّفوَتَوَ  اًرْبصَ  انَْیلَعَ  غْرِْفأَ  آنََّبرَ  انَْتءَآجَ  اَّمَل  انَِّبرَ  تِایَاَِب  اَّنمَاءَ  نْأَ  َّلآإِ  آَّنِم  مُقِْنتَ  امَوَ  - 126

And you do not take revenge upon us except because we have believed in the . “ 126
,signs of our Lord when they came to us.’ ‘ Our Lord! Pour out upon us patience

 ’.” and cause us to die in submission

Commentary : verse 126

Then, in order to respond the accusation of Pharaoh, and to make the truth clear for

the audience of the concerning scene, and, also, to prove their own sinlessness, the

:sorcerers said

And you do not take revenge upon us except because “ 

we have believed in the signs of our Lord when

.’ …” they came to us

At that time, they turned their faces from Pharaoh and, being attentive to Allah, they

invoked Him to bestow upon them the highest degree of patience and perseverance.
They knew that they could not tolerate those terrible threats without His help and His

:support. So, they said

Our Lord! Pour out upon us patience, and cause us “ … ‘ 

 ’.” to die in submission

As it has been recorded in the Islamic traditions, as well as the history, finally the

sorcerers resisted on their idea so much so that Pharaoh fulfilled what he had

threatened, and he hung their mutilated bodies on some tall palm trees by the bank of

.Nile River

p: 62

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3365 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Yes, if belief and full awareness combine with together, the income of such a spiritual

.love will be some perseverance and devotion which will not be surprising in that way

****
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Section 15: persecution of the Israelites

Point

The Israelites persecuted – Moses preaches patience – Promises delivery and the

Heritage of the Hold of the Land

اودُسِْفُیِل هُمَوْقَوَ  یسَوُم  رُذَتَأَ  نَوْعَرِْف  مِوْقَ  نِْم  لأُمَْلا  لَاقَوَ  - 127

نَورُهِاقَ مْهُقَوْفَ  اَّنإِو  مْهُءَآسَِن  یِیحْتَسَْنوَ  مْهُءَآنَْبأَ  لُِّتقَُنسَ  لَاقَ  کَتَهَِلاءَو  كَرَذَیَوَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف 

:And the chiefs of Pharaoh’s people said . “ 127

Will you leave Moses and his people to make mischief in the land, and to desert you ‘ 
? ’ and your gods

He said: ‘ Soon we will kill their sons and spare their women, and surely we are in

 ’.” power over them

Commentary: verse 127

After seeing the belief of the sorcerers, in order to move Pharaoh, the chiefs of his

people told him whether he left Moses and his followers alive to oppose him and make

other people oppose and, consequently, to take the control of government from

Pharaoh and to make mischief in the country. They would also leave out both him and

:his gods. The verse says

:And the chiefs of Pharaoh’s people said “ 

Will you leave Moses and his people to make mischief in the land, and to desert you ‘ 
? ’ …” and your gods
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Pharaoh answered them that he would kill their sons who were the encouragement of

those people and whom they were making ready for fighting, while he would leave

their daughters alive because they could do nothing against him. Pharaoh said that he

could make of their females servants so that they became lowing and miserable. The

:holy verse continues saying

, …” He said: ‘ Soon we will kill their sons and spare their women “… 

It is understood from this sentence that Pharaoh did not expect to kill Moses (a.s.) and

his followers since he had recognized their power unfailing. Therefore, he decided to

:attack the defendless children and to destroy them. The verse ends thus

 ’.” and surely we are in power over them “… 

****
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هِدِابَعِ نِْم  ءُآشَیَ  نْمَ  اهَُثرِوُی  هِّلِل  ضَرْلاَا  َّنإِ  اورُِبصْاوَ  هِّللاِب  اوُنیعِتَسْا  هِِموْقَِل  یسَوُم  لَاقَ  - 128

نَیقَِّتمُْلِل هُبَِقاعَْلاوَ 

:Moses said to his people . “ 128

Seek help from Allah and endure. Verily the earth belongs to Allah; He grants its ‘ 
inheritance to whomever He pleases of His servants, and the end is (best) for the

.” pious ones

Commentary : verse 128

There are two commandments accompanied with two glad tidings referred to in this

:holy verse. The commandments are

seeking help from Allah ’ and ‘ endurance ’; and the glad tidings are ‘ the inheritance ‘ 
’. of the earth ’ and ‘ the good end of the pious

It also indicates that seeking help from Allah and having confidence in Allah together

with perseverance and piety are among the factors of the final victory and protection

against threats. This means that we must both seek help from Allah and endure

:ourselves. The verse says

. …” Moses said to his people: ‘ Seek help from Allah and endure “ 

Another matter is that, at the sensitive times, a leader must console the community

and make them hopeful, because the hope to a clear future is the promise of all

religions including Islam. Moreover, the pious people, not only have a good end in this

.world, but also are victorious in the next world
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Verily the earth belongs to Allah; He grants its inheritance to whomever He “… 
.” pleases of His servants, and the end is (best) for the pious ones

****
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یسَعَ لَاقَ  انَتَْئجِ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِْموَ  انَیَِتأْتَ  نْأَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  انَیذِوُا  اوُلاقَ  - 129

ضِرْلاَا یِف  مْکُفَِلخْتَسْیَوَ  مْکَُّودُعَ  کَِلهُْی  نْأَ  مْکُُّبرَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ فَْیکَ  رَظُْنیَفَ 

They said: ‘ We have been hurt before you came to us and (also) after you came . “ 129
:to us.’ He said

Maybe that your Lord will destroy your enemy and will make you successors in the ‘ 
,earth

.” then He observes how you act

Commentary : verse 129

The Children of Israel expected all the affairs be promptly corrected in one night after

the raise of Moses (a.s.), and the country of Egypt, with all its facilities, could be in their

authority, and the Pharaonic people would be annihilated. That was why they claimed

.that the raise of Moses (a.s.) did not bring confort for them

The reply of Allah (s.w.t.) is that triumph needs some conditions, such as patience,
struggle, and reliance. When these conditions are supplied, there is a hope to the help

.of Allah

It was thus that the divine leaders were sometimes criticized by some friends who

:were of little capacity and of little tolerance. The verse says

They said: ‘ We have been hurt before you came to us and (also) after you came to “ 
.’ …” us

Most of people imagine that happiness and felicity is found in comfort and tranquility.
They suppose that the lack of them
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is as a failure to obtain their desires. They are neglectful that the Divine religions have

.come to correct the ways of lives, not to efface their difficulties

A leader should hearken to critics and send some hope-giving messages. The verse

:continues saying

He said: ‘ Maybe that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you successors “… 
, …” in the earth

An Islamic government is a means of trial not a means of seeking pleasure. Then, the

:verse concludes as follows

.” then He observes how you act “… 

****
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Section 16: The Delivery of the Israelites

Point

The Israelites rescued – They were still after idol gods – Moses admonishes them to

stick only to the true God Who had rescued them and bestowed on them great

.favours

تِارَمَ - َّثلا نَِم  صٍْقَنوَ  نَیِنِّسلاِب  نَوْعَرِْف  لَاءَ  آَنذْخَأَ  دْقََلوَ  -130

نَورَُّکَّذیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

And certainly We afflicted the clan of Pharaoh with drought and scarcity of fruits, . “ 130
.” so that they may take admonition

Commentary : verse 130

The Arabic word /sini̅n/ is the plural form of /sanah/ which means ‘ year ’; but when it is
used with the term /’ax / in the Arabic contexts, it often means: ‘ to afflict with drought

and famine ’. The Qur’ān implies that Allah afflicted Pharaoh and his clan with drought

:and famine because of the indecent manner that they committed. The verse says

 …” And certainly We afflicted the clan of Pharaoh with drought “ 

It also implies that besides famine and drought, Allah afflicted them with scarcity of

fruits in order that they be in awe and to become monotheists, but they did not

:change their way. The verse continues saying

.” and scarcity of fruits, so that they may take admonition “… 
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اورَُّیَّطیَ هٌئَِّیسَ  مْهُْبصُِت  نْإِو  هِذِهَ  انََل  اوُلاقَ  هُنَسَحَْلا  مُهُْتءَآجَ  اذَإِف  - 131

نَومُلَْعیَلاَ مْهُرَثَکْأَ  َّنکِلوَ  هِّللا  دَْنعِ  مْهُرُِئآطَ  امََّنإِ  لآأَ  هُعَمَ  نْمَوَ  یسَومُِب 

:So, when any good came to them, they said . “ 131

,This is our due ’; and if any evil afflicted them ‘ 

.they took it bad omens due to Moses and those with him

Be it known! Surely the cause of their bad omens is with Allah,but most of them do not

.” know

Commentary : verse 131

Whenever they obtained abundance of good, they said that it was for their own due

that there had continuously been bounties in their cities, and, therefore, they did not

:thank Allah. The verse says

:So, when any good came to them, they said “ 

 ’; …” This is our due ‘ 

But when they afflicted famine and starvation, they took Moses and his followers bad

:omens and said that it was due to them. In this regard, the verse says

and if any evil afflicted them, they took it bad omens due to Moses and those with “… 
. …” him

Their real misfortune was as a result of their own sins and evil deeds. Such things

cause the punishment of Allah for them both in this world and the Hereafter. The

:verse says

, …” Be it known! Surely the cause of their bad omens is with Allah “… 

But most of them do not know it, and do not contemplate to know this fact. The verse

:ends as follows
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.” but most of them do not know “… 
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اهَِب اَنرَحَسْتَِل  هٍیَاءَ  نِْم  هِِب  انَِتأْتَ  امَهْمَ  اوُلاقَوَ  - 132

نَیِنِمؤْمُِب کََل  نُحَْن  امَفَ 

And they said: ‘ Whatever sign you may bring to us to charm us with it, we will not . “ 132
 ’.” believe in you

Commentary : verse 132

The enemies knew that the job of Moses was not magic and also knew that it was a
.Divine Sign, but they arrogantly and obstinately did not believe

But, when the sorcerers, who were expert in their job, understood that the

.accomplishment of Moses (a.s.) was not a magic, they believed

Perhaps, the manner of the people of Pharaoh, that they called the accomplishment

.of Moses ‘ a sign ’, had been done mockingly

:The verse says

And they said: ‘ Whatever sign you may bring to us to “ 

 ’.” charm us with it, we will not believe in you

****
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عَدِافََّضلاوَ لََّمقُْلاوَ  دَارَجَْلاوَ  نَافَوُّطلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  انَْلسَرْاَفَ  -133

نَیِمرِجُْم اًموْقَ  اوُناکَوَ  اورُبَکْتَسْافَ  تٍلاََّصفَُم  تٍایَاءَ  مََّدلاوَ 

So We sent against them the flood and the locusts and the vermin and the frogs . “ 133
.” and the blood as distinct signs, yet they acted proudly and they were a guilty people

Commentary : verse 133

Point

:The Arabic term /tūfān/ in the Persian language means

hurricane ’, but in the Arabic language it has been used with the sence of: ‘ a violate ‘ 
flood ’. In Mufradāt-i-Rāqib, it is cited that the word /tūfān/ is applied for any common

.event which is horrible

The Arabic word /qummal/ means: some small insects, such as: lice, ants, aphis, and a
.kind of insects

Blood ’, which was among the divine signs and a punishment for the opponents of ‘ 
the people of Moses (a.s.), means: the change of water(s) into blood, or a common

.bleeding of people

The attack of locusts, flood, and ‘ water being altered into blood ’ were ordained only

.against the people of Pharaoh, while the Children of Israel were in security

Some punishments against the people of Pharaoh

The explanation of these punishments have been mentioned in the Turah, too. Some

:evidences are as follows

The river turned into blood ….. Exodus, Chapter 7, verse 20-1

Swarm of flies ….. Exodus, Chapter 8, verse 21 and verse 24-2
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The plague of hail ….. Exodus, Chapter 9, verse 24 and verse 25 - 3

The attack of locusts ….. Exodus, Chapter 10, verses 12 and 14 - 4

After Allah’s warning and people’s heedlessness, it is the turn of some grievous

 . retributions to come forth

:The verse says

So We sent against them the flood and the locusts and the vermin and the frogs and “ 
the blood

, …” as distinct signs

Living creatures are the agents of Allah. Their mission is sometimes to bring mercy,
like the spider’s web at the doorway of the cave for the protection of the Messenger

of Allah (p.b.u.h.). And, it is sometimes a chastisement mission, like that of the

.swallows, and, in this verse, the mission of frogs and locusts

However, many calamities are often for training. In any retribution, there is a respite

for people to contemplate and repent and return to the Straight Path. Therefore, the

.Divine retributions come after completing the argument

:They saw the divine sign and punishment, yet they acted arrogantly. The verse says

.” yet they acted proudly and they were a guilty people “… 

****
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کََّبرَ انََل  عُدْا  یسَوُم  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  زُجِّْرلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  عَقَوَ  اَّمَلوَ  - 134

كَدَْنعِ دَهِعَ  امَِب 

َّنلَسِرُْنَلوَ کََل  َّننَِمؤُْنَل  زَجِّْرْلا  اَّنعَ  تَْفشَکَ  نِْئَل 

لَیِئآرسْإِ یِنَب  کَعَمَ 

نَوُثکُْنیَ مْهُ  اذَإِ  هُوغُِلاَب  مْهُ  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  زَجِّْرْلا  مُهُْنعَ  انَْفشَکَ  اَّملَفَ  - 135

:And when the plague fell upon them, they said . “ 134

O’ Moses! invoke your Lord for us by the covenant He has made with you. If you ‘ 
remove the plague from us, we will certainly believe in you, and we will certainly send

 ’.” with you the Children of Israel

But when We removed the plague from them until a term which they should . “ 135
(.” reach, behold, they broke (their promise again

Commentary : verses 134-135

The Arabidc term /nakθ/ originally means: ‘ to untwist a rope ’, but later it has been

:used in the sense of ‘ breaking a covenant ’, or ‘ violating an oath ’. The verse says

:And when the plague fell upon them, they said “ 

O’ Moses! invoke your Lord for us by the covenant He has made with you. If you ‘ 
remove the plague from us, we will certainly believe in you, and we will certainly send

 ’.” with you the Children of Israel

****
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The Qur’ānic term /’ajal/, in this verse, may be the time which Moses (a.s.) appointed

for the removal of a calamity, saying that, for example, it would be removed on so and

so day or at so and so hour, in order that they might understand that it was a divine

.retribution and not an accidental happening

The purpose also maybe that those obstinate people would finally meet the

unavoidable Wrath of Allah, but until the appearance of that time and being drowned

.in the sea, the punishment was temporarily removed

:The verse says

But when We removed the plague from them until a term which they should reach, “ 
(.” behold, they broke (their promise again

****
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انَِتایَاَِب اوُبَّذکَ  مْهَُّناَِب  ِّمیَْلا  یِف  مْهُانَْقرَغْاَفَ  مْهُْنِم  انَمْقَتَْنافَ  - 136

نَیِلِفاغَ اهَْنعَ  اوُناکَوَ 

So We took vengeance on them and drowned them in the sea, because they . “ 136
.” belied Our Signs and were heedless of them

Commentary : verse 136

The Arabic term /’intiqām/ with the meaning of

vengeance ’, in this verse, means ‘ punishment ’, and it does not mean ‘ grudge ’ or ‘ ‘ 
.rancour ’ here

The word /yam/ in the old Egyptian language was used for a sea or a river. Since the

story here refers to Egypt, the same old word has been used in this verse of the

(. Qur’ān. (Narrated from Mu‘jam-ul-Kabi̅r

:However, it should be noted that Allah is also ‘ taker of vengeance ’. The verse says

So We took vengeance on them and drowned them in the “ 

 …” sea, because they belied Our Signs

Another point is that the main source of misfortunes and calamities is inside the

entities of ourselves, and negligence brings a heavy compensation for us. The holy

:verse continues saying

.” and were heedless of them “… 

****
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اهََبرِاغَمَوَ ضِرْلاَا  قَرِاشَمَ  نَوفُعَضْتَسُْی  اوُناکَ  نَیذَِّلا  مَوْقَْلا  انَْثرَوْأَوَ  - 137

ینَسْحُْلا کَِّبرَ  تُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  اهَیِف  انَکْرَاَب  یِتَّلا 

اورُبَصَ امَِب  لَیِئآرسْإِ  یِنَب  یلَعَ 

نَوشُرِْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَوَ  هُُموْقَوَ  نُوْعَرِْف  عُنَصْیَ  نَاکَامَ  اَنرَّْمدَوَ 

,And We made the people, who were abased  . “ 137

the inheritors to the east (parts) of the land and the west (parts) of it which We had

,blessed therein

and the good word of your Lord about the Children of Israel was fulfilled for what they

endured patiently, and We destroyed what Pharaoh and his people had built and what

.” they used to erect

Commentary : verse 137

The region that the Children of Israel inherited included of Syria, Jordan, Egypt,
Lebanon and present Palestine. Those lands contained both material bounties and

.spiritual bounties, where the great prophets raised and were buried

The lands which were under the control of Pharaoh and his people were so vast that

there were different horizons and with different hours of risings and settings of the

.sun therein

From the points of industry, agriculture, and interesting buildings of their time, the

:people of Pharaoh were very developed. The verse says

,And We made the people, who were abased “ 

the inheritors to the east (parts) of the land and the west
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,parts) of it which We had blessed therein)

and the good word of your Lord about the Children of Israel was fulfilled for what they

endured patiently, and We destroyed what Pharaoh and his people had built and what

.” they used to erect

Yet, since the governments of divine prophets have been the governments of the

oppressed, and Allah fulfills His promises, those oppressed people who show patience

:and perseverance can become the inheritors of the earth, as the verse indicates

,We made the people, who were abased “ … 

 …” the inheritors to the east (parts) of the land and the west (parts) of it

****
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نَوفُکُْعیَ مٍوْقَ  یلَعَ  اوْتَاَفَ  رَحْبَْلا  لَیِئآرسْإِ  یِنبَِب  اَنزْوَاجَوَ  - 138

مْهَُل مٍانَصْأَ  یلَعَ 

هٌهَِلاءَ مْهَُل  امَکَ  اًهَلإِ  آنََل  لْعَجْا  یسَوُمایَ  اوُلاقَ 

نَوُلهَجْتَ مٌوْقَ  مْکَُّنإِ  لَاقَ 

;And We made the Children of Israel to pass the sea . “ 138

.then they came upon a people cleaving to idols they had

,They said: ‘ O’ Moses! make for us a god

 ’.” as they have gods ’. He (Moses) said: ‘ Verily you are a people behaving ignorantly

Commentary : verse 138

Those expert sorcerers of Pharaoh, who were dealing with sorcery and magic during

all their lives, became such good believers by seeing a miracle that Pharaoh’s terrible

threats could not change their decision. But, some of the followers of Moses, who saw

all those great miracles, were so weak that they even asked him (a.s.) for an idol, and

.the observation of a deviated scene of idolatry drew them toward perversity

:The verse says

;And We made the Children of Israel to pass the sea . “ 138

.then they came upon a people cleaving to idols they had

,They said: ‘ O’ Moses! make for us a god

 ’.” as they have gods ’. He (Moses) said: ‘ Verily you are a people behaving ignorantly

Therefore, as long as a group of people have not become strong enough in their true

belief and faith, they should not
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migrate unto some perverted and dangerous regions, because invironments may

.affect on them, and communities are always exposed to the danger of aberration

Also, sometimes it happens that watching an unappropriate view (of a film, a picture,
.or a society) spoils all the training efforts of the leaders

****
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نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَامَ  لٌطِاَبوَ  هِیِف  مْهُامَ  رٌَّبتَُم  ءِلآؤُهَ  َّنإِ  - 139

,Moses said:) Surely this they are engaged upon shall be perished . “ ) 139

.” and what they are doing are in vain

Commentary : verse 139

The Qur’ānic term /mutabbarun/ is derived from the word /tabār/ with the meaning of

 ’. ‘ destruction

The holy verse maybe points to the glad tidings of Moses (a.s.) to the people, saying

that by their presence in that region, polytheism and perversion would be effaced.
:(narrated from Marāqi̅, commentary). Here is the verse

,Moses said:) Surely this they are engaged upon shall be perished “ )

.” and what they are doing are in vain

Therefore, both the mental and practical perversions are perishable. The end of them

.all is destruction

****
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نَیمَِلاعَْلا یلعَ  مْکُلََّضفَ  وَهُوَ  اًهَلإِ  مْکُیغِْبأَ  هِّللا  رَْیغَأَ  لَاقَ  - 140

نَوْعَرِْف لِاءَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْیجَْنأَ  ذْإِو  - 141

مْکُءَآسَِن نَوُیحْتَسْیَوَ  مْکُءَآنَْبأَ  نَوُلِّتقَُی  بِاذَعَْلا  ءَوسُ  مْکَُنوُموسُیَ 

مٌیظِعَ مْکُِّبرَ  نِم  ءٌلآَب  مْکُِلذ  یِفوَ 

He said: ‘ Shall I find for you a god other than Allah, while He has preferred you . “ 140
 ? ’ ” above all creatures

And (remember) when We delivered you from Pharaoh’s clan who were afflicting . “ 141
,you with evil torment

slaughtering your sons and sparing your women, and in that was a great trial from

.” your Lord

Commentary : verses 140-141

Then, for an emphasis, the Qur’ān adds that Moses said to them whether he should

find a god other than Allah for them; the same Lord Who preferred them over all

:people of their time. Here is the statement of the verse

He said: ‘ Shall I find for you a god other than Allah, while He has preferred you “ 
 ? ’ ” above all creatures

****

In the next verse, Allah points to one of His great bounties bestowed upon the

Children of Israel, so that by attending to that great bounty the sense of gratitude

could be moved in
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them, and they knew that only His Pure Essence is eligible to be adored, worshipped

.and submitted

:At first it says

And (remember) when We delivered you from Pharaoh’s clan who were “ 

, …” afflicting you with evil torment

:Then, this ceaseless torment is explained as follows

, …” slaughtering your sons and sparing your women “… 

The explanation of the verse implies that in that event there lies a great trial upon

:them from the side of Allah. The verse says

.” and in that was a great trial from your Lord “… 
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Chapter 17: The Physical Eyes Can never See Allah

Point

Moses called on the Mountain – None can by any means see Allah with his physical

.eyes – Moses given the Turah

هِِّبرَ تُاقَیِم  َّمتَفَ  رٍشْعَِب  اهَانَمْمَْتأَوَ  هًلَْیَل  نَیِثلاََث  یسَوُم  اَندْعَاوَوَ  - 142

یِف یِنْفُلخْا  نَورُاهَ  هِیخِلاَ  یسَوُم  لَاقَوَ  هًلَْیَل  نَیعَِبرْأَ 

نَیدِسِْفمُْلا لَیِبسَ  عِْبَّتتَلاوَ  حِْلصْأَوَ  یِموْقَ 

And We made an appointment with Moses for thirty nights, and completed them . “ 142
(, with ten (more

so the appointed time of his Lord was completed forty nights. And (before going there)
,Moses said to his brother Aaron: ‘ Be my successor among people

 ’.” and set the (people’s) affairs right and do not follow the way of mischief-makers

Commentary : verse 142

Point

In Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 50, the statement denotes that Allah (s.w.t.) appointed

.(: forty nights for Moses (a.s

And (remember) when We appointed forty nights for Moses,…”, but here, in this “ 
verse, the appointment is thirty nights added with ten more nights. As Imam Bāqir

(a.s.) said: the philosophy of that manner was to try the Children of Israel. (Nūr-uth-
(. Thaqalayn, the commentary, vol. 2, p. 61
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The length of this time has been forty nights and days, yet the reason that the verse

says ‘ forty nights ’, maybe, is that supplications are often performed at night. Or,
perhaps, its reason is that in old times the formation of calendar was based on the

appearance of the moon at night. The number of nights has also been used in

:counting days. The verse says

And We made an appointment with Moses for thirty nights, and completed them “ 
(, with ten (more

. …” so the appointed time of his Lord was completed forty nights

Figure 'Forty' and its position

There are some secrets hidden in this figure, i.e. ‘ forty ’. This figure has a special

position in the cultures of different religions. The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad

(p.b.u.h.), was appointed to prophethood when he was forty years old. He kept aloof

from Khadijah for forty nights in order that the heavenly food to be sent down and the

.preparation of the birth of Hazrat Zahrā (a.s.) to be supplied

The descent of Divine revelation unto the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was ceased for forty

.days

.The people of Moses (a.s.) were wandering bewildered in the deserts for forty years

.At the time of Noah, it rained for forty days

To learn forty Islamic traditions by heart causes this person to be raised among the

.experts of Muslim law in Hereafter

The preparation of spiritual perfection of man develops until the person becomes

forty years old. After that the affairs are more difficult and the accounts are more

.delicate

The recitation of Sura Al-Hamd done for forty times unto a sick person can be

.effective in his healing
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Whoever drinks wine, his prayers will not be accepted for forty days, though the one

.must establish those prayers
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Allah may forgive a person upon whose dead body forty believers testify that he has

(been a good person.(1

However, the explanation of forty nights of the appointed tryst of Moses is referred to

.in the Turah, Exedus

Some Islamic literature denotes that thirty nights out of this forty nights were the

whole nights of Zilqa‘dah, and the added ten nights happened at the beginning nights

(of Zil-Hajjah. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the commentary

:In any case, the event of the tryst of Moses (a.s.) was as follows

And (before going there) Moses said to his brother Aaron: ‘ Be my successor “… 
among people, and set the (people’s) affairs right and do not follow the way of

 ’.” mischief-makers

 : The Tradition of Rank

A large number of commentators from both great Islamic sects have referred to the

known ‘ Tradition of Rank ’ when explaining the verse under discussion. There is a

difference, of course, that Shi‘ite commentators have taken it as one of the reputable

.(. proofs for the immediate vicegerency of Ali (a.s

The text of the tradition denotes that many of the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
:have detailed the process of the Battle of Tabūk as follows

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) set out towards Tabūk when he appointed Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s.)
in his place. Ali (a.s.) said to the Porphet (p.b.u.h.) whether he left him among children

and women (and did not let him go with him (p.b.u.h.) to the battle-field to struggle).
The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) answered him whether he was not content to be in

the same
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rank to him (p.b.u.h.) as Aaron was to Moses except that there would be no prophet

.after him

It was not only in the Battle of Tabūk that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) expressed this

meaning, but also in several occasions, other than that, this statement was heard

:from him, (p.b.u.h.) including the followings

One day, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told ’Umm-us-Salamah: “ O’ ’Umm-us-Salamah! Ali’s - 1
tissue is the same as my tissue and, his blood is the same as my blood. The example

.” of him unto me is like the example of Aaron unto Moses

Ibn-‘Abbas says that one day ‘Umar-ibn-Khattāb said that once he was in the - 2
presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) accompanied with Abūbakr and some of the

companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was leaning on Ali (a.s.)
when he touched Ali’s shoulder and said: “ O” Ali! you are the first man who believed

(in Allah) and you are the first person who accepted Islam.” Then he (p.b.u.h.) said: “
 ”. The example of you unto me is like the example of Aaron unto Moses

However, if we impartially examine the above-mentioned tradition, it can be

understood from it that Ali (a.s.) had been given all the positions that Aaron had unto

.Moses (a.s.) and among the Children of Israel, except prophethood

This meaning mentioned about the Tradition of Rank has been cited in the Sunnite

sources such as: Sahih-i-Bukhāri̅, vol. 6, p. 3; Sahih-i-Muslim, vol. 4, p. 187; Sunan-i-Ibn-
.i-Mājid, vol. 1, p. 42; Musnad-i-Ahmad-ibn-Hanbal, vol. 1, pp. 173,175,177,179,182

But the very tradition, ‘ the Tradition of Rank ’, is widely transmitted with Shi‘ites and it
is available in the authentic books of traditions, including: 1) ‘Abaqāt, in book of
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Muhammad and Ali ’. 2) The tradition of Thaqalayn, by Najmiddin ‘Askary, pp. 105-127;

3) Safinat-ul-Bihār, vol. 21, p. 209; 4) Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 37, p. 254; 5) Kanz-ul-Kirāchi,
pp. 282,283; 6) An-Nihāyah, vol. 2, p. 172; 7) Kashf-ul-Qummah, p. 44; 8) Manāqib, Ibn-
Abi̅-Tālib; 9) Al-Yaghi̅n; 10) Al-Kharā’ij-wal-Jarāyih; 11) Kāmil-ut-Tawārikh, by

.Ibn-’Athi̅r; 12) At-Tarā’if

****
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کَْیَلإِ رْظُْنأَ  یِنرِأَ  ِّبرَ  لَاقَ  هُُّبرَ  هُمََّلکَوَ  انَِتاقَیمِِل  یسَوُم  ءَآجَ  اَّمَلوَ  - 143

یِنارَتَ فَوْسَفَ  هَُناکَمَ  َّرقَتَسْا  نِإِف  لِبَجَْلا  یَلإِ  رْظُْنا  نِکَِلوَ  یِنارَتَ  نَْل  لَاقَ 

اًقعِصَ یسَوُم  َّرخَوَ  اًکّدَ  هُلَعَجَ  لِبَجَْلِل  هُُّبرَ  یّلجَتَ  امّلَفَ 

لَاقَ قَافَاَ  آمّلَفَ 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا لَُّواَ  ْاَناَوَ  کَْیَلإِ  تُْبُت  کََناحَْبسُ 

And when Moses came to Our appointed tryst and his Lord spoke with him, he . “ 143
:said

My Lord, show me (Yourself), that I may look towards ‘ 

,You! ’ He (Allah) said: ‘ Never shall you see Me

but look towards the mountain: if it remains firm in its place, then you will see Me.’ So

,when his Lord manifested (His) glory to the mountain

.He sent it crashing down, and Moses fell down senseless

!Then when he recovered, he said: ‘ Glory be to You

(, I turn to You (repentant

 ’.” and I am the first of the believers

Commentary : verse 143

The Qur’ānic word /dakkah/ means ‘ a level land ’, and, therefore, in this verse the text

.means that the mountain was turned into dust so that it became level as the land

That Divine Power, whatever it was, pounded the mountain into dust. Was it the great

.atomic power, or the power of waves, or some other mystic power ? It is unknown
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There were two times that observing Allah was asked for. One time Moses (a.s.)
himself asked Allah to see His True Essense. Then, in answer to him (a.s.), this very

current verse was revealed and manifested that Moses (a.s.) had not its capacity. The

:verse says

And when Moses came to Our appointed tryst and his Lord spoke with him, he said: ‘ “ 
My Lord, show me

Yourself), that I may look towards)

,You! ’ He (Allah) said: ‘ Never shall you see Me

but look towards the mountain: if it remains firm in its place, then you will see Me.’ So

when his Lord manifested (His) glory to the mountain, He sent it crashing down, and

,Moses fell down senseless. Then when he recovered

he said: ‘ Glory be to You! I turn to You (repentant), and I am the first of the believers

’.”

Another time was when the Children of Israel were seeking the pretext, and

ignorantly asked Moses to see Allah by the eyes of head. This meaning has been

.referred to in verse No. 155 of the current Sura, which will be explained later

This fact should be noted that Allah can never be seen by the outword eyes, neither in
:this world nor in the Hereafter. As the verse says

, ’…” Never shall you see Me “… ‘

But He must be known by means of His effects, where His manifestations can be

:looked at. The verse says

so when his Lord manifested (His) glory to the “ … 

, …” mountain, He sent it crashing down

****
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نَیرِکِاَّشلا نَِم  نْکُوَ  کَُتْیتَاءَآمَ  ذْخُفَ  یِملاَکَِبوَ  یِتلاَاسَرِِب  سِاَّنْلا  یلَعَ  کَُتْیفَطَصْا  یِّنإِ  یسَوُم  ایَ  لَاقَ  - 144

He said: ‘ O’ Moses! verily I have chosen you above the people by My Messages . “ 144
and by My speaking (unto you). So take what I have given you, and be of the grateful

 ’.” ones

Commentary : verse 144

Moses is Allah’s chosen servant. So, different demands, to become senseless,
:repentence and the like of them do not hinder him to be chosen. The verse says

He said: ‘ O’ Moses! verily I have chosen you above the “ 

people by My Messages and by My speaking

(. …” unto you)

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “Allah told Moses (a.s.): ‘ Do you know why did I choose you? It

was because your humbleness and submission was matchless. Whenever you

(established prayer, you put your cheeks on the soil’. ” (Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅, and ’Usūl-i-Kāfi̅

After the removal of Tāqūt (deity) and formation of a godly society, the turn is for the

:execution of law and divine ordinances. Allah commands Moses

, …” So take what I have given you “… 

The bounties of Allah must be thanked for. The godly leading and religious

responsibilities are amongst the bounties of Allah, for which we must thank. The verse

:says

 ’.” and be of the grateful ones “… 
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هًظَعِوْمَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  حِاوَْللاَا  یِف  هَُل  انَْبتَکَوَ  - 145

ءٍیْشَ ِّلکُِل  لاًیصِْفتَوَ 

مْکُیرِوْأُسَ اهَِنسَحْاَِب  اوذُخُأْیَ  کَمَوْقَ  رُْمْأوَ  هٍَّوقُِب  اهَذْخُفَ 

نَیقِسِافَْلا رَادَ 

And We wrote for him in the Tablets of everything an admonition, and the . “ 145
;explanation of all things

so, (O’ Moses!) take hold of them with firmness and bid your people to take hold of the

.best of them

.” Soon I will show you the abode of the transgressors

Commentary : verse 145

The verse indicates that, in the Tablets, Allah explained of everything some advices

and admonitions sufficiently for Moses (a.s.), and He detailed the necessary affairs of

:the life and religion needed for individuals and the society of his time. The verse says

And We wrote for him in the Tablets of everything “ 

,an admonition

; …” and the explanation of all things

Then, He commanded Moses to take those commandments with utmost effort and

:with a strong and earnest will. The verse says

 …” so, (O’ Moses!) take hold of them with firmness “… 

Moses (a.s.) was also ordered to bid his people to act according to the best of them.
:The verse continues saying

and bid your people to take hold of the best “… 
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. …” of them

Alongside this subject, Moses (a.s.) was commanded to warn his people that opposing

those commandments, and escaping from responsibilities and fulfilling the duties,
would bring a dreadful result and, finally, Hell for them. Therefore, at the end of the

:verse, Allah says

.” Soon I will show you the abode of the transgressors “… 

It is understood from the holy phrase : “ … of every thing an admonition …” that there

were not mentioned all the admonitions, advices, and necessary subjects in the

Tablets of Moses. At that time, the divine ordinances were revealed according to the

capacity and talents of those people. But, when the people of the world reached the

last stage of the prophets’ training, the last command, which enveloped the whole

material and spiritual necessities of human beings, was revealed unto the Prophet of

.(. Islam (p.b.u.h

The apparent meaning of the phrase: “… Soon I will show you the abode of the

transgressors.” is that the abode of those who have gone out from the obedience of

.Allah in doing their duties is Hell

****
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اهَِب اوُنِمؤُْیلاَ  هٍیَاءَ  َّلکُ  اوْرَیَ  نإِو  ِّقحَْلا  رِْیغَِب  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَورَُّبکَتَیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَِتایَاءَ  نْعَ  فُرِصْاَسَ  -146

لاًیِبسَ هُوذُخَِّتیَ  ِّیغَْلا  لَیِبسَ  اوْرَیَ  نإِو  لاًیِبسَ  هُوذُخَِّتیَ  لاَدِشُّْرلا  لَیِبسَ  اوْرَیَ  نإِوَ 

نَیِلِفاغَ اهَْنعَ  اوُناکَوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِلذَ 

Soon I will (allow to) turn away from My signs those who are arrogant in the . “ 146
;earth unjustly

,while (even) if they see any sign

they will not believe in it, and if they see the way of rectitude they do not take it for a
,way

.and if they see the way of perverseness they take it for a way

.” This is because they belied Our signs and were heedless of them

Commentary : verse 146

The statements, which have formed this verse and the verse after it, are indeed a

conclusion drawn from the previous verses upon the fate of Pharaoh and his people,
:and also the arrogant persons of the Children of Israel. At first, the verse says

Soon I will (allow to) turn away from My signs those who are arrogant in the earth “ 
; …” unjustly
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Then the Qur’ān points to three parts of the qualities of these proud and arrogant

:people and that how they were dispossessed of the success of the truth. It says

while (even) if they see any sign, they will not “… 

, …” believe in it

And, also, if they see the straight path and the right way, they do not choose it as their

:own way. The verse says

and if they see the way of rectitude they do “… 

, …” not take it for a way

After mentioning these three qualities, all of which denote to their arrogance against

:the truth, the Qur’ān points to the reason of them and says

.” This is because they belied Our signs and were heedless of them “… 

****
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مْهُُلامَعْأَ تْطَِبحَ  هِرَخِلاَا  ءِآقَِلوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 147

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَامَ  َّلاإِ  نَوْزَجُْی  لْهَ 

And those who belie Our signs and the meeting of the Hereafter, their (good) . “ 147
.deeds are null

 ? ” Shall they be recompensed except for what they used to do

Commentary : verse 147

:This verse refers to the punishment of such arrogant people. It says

And those who belie Our signs and the meeting of the Hereafter, their (good) deeds “ 
. …” are null

And at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān implies that this fate is not as a vengeance for

them. It is the fruit of their own deeds, or it is the embodiment of their exact deeds

:that has been encarnated before them. Thus, the verse says

Shall they be recompensed except for what “… 

 ? ” they used to do

This holy verse is one of the verses which are taken as the evidence for proving the

embodiment of actions, and the presence of the deeds themselves, good and evil, in
.the Hereafter

****
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Section 18: The Israelites Started Calf Worshipping

Point

The Israelites making a calf and worshipping it – Aaron faultless

لاجْعِ مْهِِّیِلحُ  نِْم  هِدِْعَب  نِم  یسَوُم  مُوْقَ  ذَخََّتاوَ  - 148

رٌاوَخُ هَُل  اًدسَجَ  ً 

لاًیِبسَ مْهِیدِهْیَ  لاَوَ  مْهُمُِّلکَُیلاَ  هَُّنأَاوْرَیَ  مَْلاَ 

نَیمِِلاظَ اوُناکَوَ  هُوذُخََّتا 

And the people of Moses made of their ornaments a calf after him, a (mere) body . “ 148
.that lowed

?Did they not see that it did not speak to them, nor did it guide them to any way

.” They took it (for worship) and they were unjust

Commentary : verse 148

Through these verses one of the lamentable and surprising events has been referred

to. It happened among the Children of Israel after going Moses (a.s.) to the tryst. That

event was their worshipping Calf, which was arranged by a person called ‘ Sāmiri̅ ’ and

.by means of some golden ornaments offered by the Children of Israel

The verse implies that after going Moses to the tryst, his people made a calf out of

their ornaments which was only a
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:lifeless body with the mooing sound of a cow which they worshipped. At first, it says

And the people of Moses made of their ornaments a calf after him, a (mere) body “ 
. …” that lowed

:Then the Qur’ān, scorning them, says

,Did they not see that it did not speak to them “…

? …” nor did it guide them to any way

The objective meaning of this question is that a true deity should recognize the right

and wrong and be able to guide his followers. He should save the ability of speaking

with his worshippers and guide them to the straight way, and teach them the way of

.worship

:In fact, they were unjust to their own selves. That is why the verse says

.” They took it (for worship) and they were unjust “… 

****
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انَمْحَرْیَ مَْل  نِئَل  اوُلاقَ  اوُّلضَ  دْقَ  مْهَُّنأَ  اوْأَرَوَ  مْهِیدِْیأَ  یِف  طَقِسُ  اَّمَلوَ  - 149

نَیرِسِاخَْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُنََل  انََل  رْفِْغیَوَ  انَُّبرَ 

:And when they smote their hands and saw that they had gone astray, they said . “ 149

Should our Lord have not mercy on us and forgive us (not), we shall certainly be of ‘ 
 ’,” the losers

Commentary : verse 149

When Moses (a.s.) came back from the mountain, the Children of Israel realized that

:they had made mistake and were of the losers. The verse says

And when they smote their hands and saw that they “ 

:had gone astray, they said

Should our Lord have not mercy on us and ‘ 

 ’,” forgive us (not), we shall certainly be of the losers

Some of the commentators believe that Sāmeri̅, with the information he had, had set

some special pipes in the breast of a golden calf through which some pressed air

could pass out and a sound, similar to the sound of a cow, was heard from the mouth

.of that calf

****
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افسِاَ نَابَضْغَ  هِِموْقَ  یَلإِ  یسَوُم  عَجَرَ  اَّمَلوَ  - 150

حَاوَْللاَا یقَْلأَوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  رَْمأَ  مُْتْلجِعَاَ  يدِْعَب  نِم  یِنومُُتْفلَخَامَسَْئِب  لَاقَ  ً 

هِْیَلإِ هُُّرجُیَ  هِیخِأَ  سِْأرَِب  ذَخَاَوَ 

یِنَنوُلُتْقیَ اودُاکَوَ  یِنوفُعَضْتَسْا  مَوْقَْلا  َّنإِ  َّمُا  نَْبا  لَاقَ 

نَیمِِلاَّظلا مِوْقَْلا  عَمَ  یِنْلعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  ءَآدَعْلاَا  یَِب  تْمِشُْت  لاَفَ 

And when Moses returned (from the Mountain) unto his people, wrathful (and) . “ 150
:grieved, he said

Evil it is that you have done in my place after me. Did ‘ 

 ? ’ you hasten on the bidding of your Lord

And, he dropped the Tablets and seized his brother by the head, dragging him toward

.himself

He (Aaron) said: ‘ O son of my mother! verily the people judged me weak and had

well-nigh slain me. So do not let the enemies gloat over me, and do not count me

.” among the unjust people

Commentary : verse 150

In this verse and the verse after it, the event of the conflict of Moses (a.s.) with calf-
worshippers, when he returned from the tryst, has been explained. This event was

.only hinted out in the previous verse

This is an explanation upon the hideous and hateful scene of the calf-worshipping of

the people of Moses who had spoilt his religion when Moses came back from the

:Mountain. The verse says
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And when Moses returned (from the Mountain) unto his people, wrathful (and) “ 
:grieved, he said

. …” Evil it is that you have done in my place after me ‘ 

:Then, Moses (a.s.) added telling them

 ? ’ …” Did you hasten on the bidding of your Lord “… 

The objective meaning of this phrase is that, due to the command of Allah concerning

the length of the appointment of Moses (a.s.) from thirty nights to forty nights, the

people of Moses hastened and judged over it hurriedly. They took the absence of

Moses (a.s.) as a reason for his death or breach of promises. In that circumstance,
Moses had to manifest an intensive wrath, otherwise their return to the truth was not

.easily possible

The harsh reaction of Moses against this scene and in that moment has been stated

:by the Qur’ān as follows

And, he dropped the Tablets and seized his brother by the head, dragging him “… 
. …” toward himself

In fact, this reaction illustrated, on one side, the inward conditions of Moses (a.s.) and

his intensive annoyance for the idolatry and aberration of those people, and, on the

other side, it was an effective means for moving the minds of the Children of Israel

.and making them attentive to the extraordinary obscenity of their deeds

Then, the Qur’ān, referring to the manner of Aaron for exciting the sympathy of

:Moses (a.s.) and stating his sinlessness, says

!He (Aaron) said: ‘ O son of my mother “… 

verily the people judged me weak and had well-nigh slain me. So do not let the

,enemies gloat over me

.” and do not count me among the unjust people
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کَِتمَحْرَ یِف  انَْلخِدْأَوَ  یخِلاَوَ  یِل  رْفِغْا  ِّبرَ  لَاقَ  - 151

نَیمِحِاَّرلا مُحَرْأَ  تَْنأَوَ 

(: He (Moses) said (praying . “ 151

O’ Lord! forgive me and my brother and admit us into Your Mercy, and You are the ‘ 
 ’.” most merciful of the merciful ones

Commentary : verse 151

When the fire of the wrath of Moses (a.s.) was rather quenched, he refuged to Allah

:(s.w.t.) and invoked Him as follows

He (Moses) said (praying): ‘ O’ Lord! forgive “ 

me and my brother and admit us into Your Mercy, and You are the most merciful of

 ’.” the merciful ones

Moses (a.s.) asked Allah to forgive him and his brother not for the sake that they had

commited any sin, but it was a kind of humility and submission unto Allah for returning

to Him and in order to express his hatred upon the hideous actions of the idol-
.worshippers

It is also a lesson for others to learn and contemplate where Moses and his brother

(a.s.), who had no perversion, asked Allah for such a remission, they must certainly be

.aware of their own reckonings
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(Section 19: Mercy promised to those who accept the Apostle, (Muhammad

Point

Repentance and forgiveness accepted – Mercy promised to those who followed the

.Apostle (Muhammad) and the Light sent down along with him

هٌَّلذِوَ مْهِِّبرَ  نِم  بٌضَغَ  مْهُُلانَیَسَ  لَجْعِْلا  اوذُخََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 152

نَیرِتَْفمُْلا يزِجَْن  کَِلذکَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف 

Verily those who adopted (worshipping) the Calf soon shall reach them a wrath . “ 152
.from their Lord and abasement in the life of the world

.” And thus do We recompense the forgers of lies

Commentary : verse 152

Finally, that intensive harsh reaction of Moses (a.s.) brought forth its own effect and

the calf-worshippers from the Children of Israel, who formed the majority of the

people of Moses, showed regret for their treatment. But, in order that none consider

that this mere regret and remorse was enough for their repentance from such a great

:fault, the Qur’ān adds the statement as follows

Verily those who adopted (worshipping) the Calf soon shall reach them a wrath from “ 
their Lord

. …” and abasement in the life of the world

Again, in order that none imagine that this law is allocated only to those people , it is
:added at the end of the verse

.” And thus do We recompense the forgers of lies “…
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اوُنمَاءَو اهَدِْعَب  نِم  اوُباتَ  َّمُث  تِائَِّیَّسلا  اوُلمِعَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 153

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغََل  اهَدِْعَب  نِم  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ 

,And those who commit evil deeds, then repent thereafter and believe, verily . “ 153

. ” after that (repentance), your Lord is certainly Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary : verse 153

This verse has completed the previous meaning. As a general rule, it implies that

those who do some wrong actions and, under the presence of all conditions of

repentance, repent thereafter and renew their belief in Allah, so that they return from

any polytheism and disobedience, after that the Lord will forgive them, for Allah

:(s.w.t.) is Forgiving, Merciful. The holy verse says

And those who commit evil deeds, then repent thereafter and believe, verily, after “ 
. ” that (repentance), your Lord is certainly Forgiving, Merciful

****
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اهَِتخَسُْن یِفوَ  حَاوَْللأَا  ذَخَأَ  بُضَغَْلا  یسَوُم  نعَ  تَکَسَ  اَّملوَ  - 154

نَوُبهَرْیَ مْهِِّبرَِل  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلِل  هٌمَحْرَوَ  يدًهُ 

And when Moses’ anger calmed, he took up the Tablets, and in the inscriptions of . “ 154
. ” them was guidance and mercy for those who are in awe of their Lord

Commentary: verse 154

In this verse, the Qur’ān informs that when the fire of the anger of Moses (a.s.)
quenched and he got the result he expected, he stretched his hand and took up the

Tablets from the ground. The records of those Tablets were wholly guidance and

mercy. That very guidance and mercy was for those who felt responsibility and were

.in awe of Allah and submitted to His command

:The verse says

And when Moses’ anger calmed, he took up the Tablets, and in the inscriptions of “ 
. ” them was guidance and mercy for those who are in awe of their Lord

****
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انَِتاقَیمِِل لاًجُرَ  نَیعِْبسَ  هُمَوْقَ  یسَوُم  رَاتَخْاوَ  - 155

يَاَّیإِوَ لُْبقَ  نِم  مهُتَکْلَهْأَ  تَْئشِ  وَْل  ِّبرَ  لَاقَ  هُفَجَّْرلا  مُهُْتذَخَأَ  آَّملَفَ 

ءُآشَتَ نمَ  اهَِب  ُّلضُِت  کَُتنَْتِف  َّلاإ  یَهِ  نْإِ  آَّنِم  ءُآهَفَُّسلا  لَعَفَ  امَِب  انَکُِلهُْتأَ 

انَمْحَرْاوَ انََل  رْفِغْافَ  انَُّیِلوَ  تَْنأَ  ءُآشَتَ  نمَ  يدِهْتَوَ 

نَیرِِفاغَْلا رُْیخَ  تَنأَوَ 

And Moses chose seventy men from his people for Our tryst, and when the . “ 155
,earthquake overtook them

,he said: ‘ O’ Lord! had You pleased

.You could have destroyed them and me before

Will You destroy us because of what the fools of us have done ? It is naught but Your

trial, whereby

.You cause to stray whomever You wish and guide whomever You wish

You are our master, so forgive us and have mercy on us, for You are the best of the

.” forgivers

Commentary : verse 155

Once more, in this verse and the next one, the Qur’ān refers to a part of the story of

Moses (a.s.) when he, accompanying with a group of the Children of Israel, went to

.the tryst of Tūr

:At first, the Qur’ān says

, …” And Moses chose seventy men from his people for Our tryst “ 
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But when those men of the Children of Israel heard the word of the Lord, they

demanded Moses (a.s.) to ask Allah to show Himself. At that time a great earthquake

occurred and caused those people to pass away and Moses (a.s.) fell down senseless.
When he recovered his senses he said to the Lord that if He had wished He could have

:destroyed them and him before that. The verse says

and when the earthquake overtook them, he said: ‘ O’ Lord! had You “… 

.pleased, You could have destroyed them and me before

That is, Moses (a.s.) meant how could he answer his people whose representatives

?became like that

Then he said to the Lord that that undue request was the utterance of some fools of

those people. Then he questioned Allah whether He destroyed them for what their

:fools had done. The verse says

Will You destroy us because of what the fools “… 

 ? …” of us have done

:Next to this supplication and request, he said to Him

It is naught but Your trial, whereby “… 

. …” You cause to stray whomever You wish and guide whomever You wish

And the statement of Moses (a.s.) to the Lord, mentioned at the end of the verse,
:continued as follows

You are our master, so forgive us and have mercy on us, for You are the best of “… 
.” the forgivers

From the totality of the verses of the Qur’ān and the Islamic traditions, it is

understood that, at last, the people who were destroyed thereby were restored to life

again and returned to the Children of Israel with Moses (a.s.). They detailed for them
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.what they had seen and began preaching those unaware people
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کَْیَلإِ آَندْهُ  اَّنإِ  هِرَخِلاَا  یِفوَ  هًنَسَحَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِذِهَ  یِف  انََل  بُْتکْاوَ  - 156

ءٍیْشَ َّلکُ  تْعَسِوَ  یِتمَحْرَوَ  ءُآشَأَ  نْمَ  هِِب  بُیصُِا  یِباذَعَ  لَاقَ 

هَاکََّزلا نَوُتؤُْیوَ  نَوقَُّتیَ  نَیذَِّلِل  اهَُبُتکْاَسَفَ 

نَوُنِمؤُْی انَِتایَاَِب  مهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

,And prescribe goodness for us in this world and in the Hereafter . “ 156

(. for) verily we have come back to You (repentantly)

He (the Lord) said: ‘ My chastisement, I will afflict with it whom I please, but My mercy

.embraces all things

Soon I shall prescribe it for those who keep from evil and pay the alms and those who

.” believe in Our signs

Commentary : verse 156

Following to the request of Moses (a.s.) from Allah and the completion of the subject

of repentance, which was referred to through the previous verse, in this verse, the

:continuation of supplication of Moses (a.s.) to the Lord (s.w.t.) is announced as follows

And prescribe goodness for us in this world and in “ 

, …” the Hereafter

Then, he states the reason of this request unto Allah and that he has asked

:forgiveness for the undue words that those fools had said. Here is his reason

(. …” for) verily we have come back to You (repentantly “… )
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At last, Allah answered the invocation of Moses (a.s.) and accepted his repentance,
but with some conditions which are stated at the end of this very verse. The verse

:says

,He (the Lord) said: ‘ My chastisement, I will afflict with it whom I please “… 

. …” but My mercy embraces all things

But, in order that some persons do not imagine that the acceptance of repentance,
together with the vast mercy of Allah and its generality, is not given undue and with

no condition, at the end of the verse, He adds that His mercy is prescribed for those

:who fulfil the following three things. The verse says

Soon I shall prescribe it for those who keep “… 

from evil and pay the alms and those

.” who believe in Our signs

****
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مْهُدَنعِ اًبوُتکْمَ  هَُنودُجِیَ  يذَِّلا  َّیِّملاُا  َّیِبَّنلا  لَوسَُّرلا  نَوعُِبَّتیَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 157

مُهَُل ُّلحُِیوَ  رِکَْنمُْلا  نِعَ  مْهُاهَْنیَوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  مهُرُُمأْیَ  لِیجِْنلإِاوَ  هِارَوَّتلا  یِف 

یِتَّلا لَلاَغْلاَاوَ  مْهُرَصْإِ  مْهُْنعَ  عُضَیَوَ  ثَِئآبَخَْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  مُِّرحَُیوَ  تِابَِّیَّطلا 

رَوُّنلا اوعُبََّتاوَ  هُورُصََنوَ  هُورَُّزعَوَ  هِِب  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلافَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تَْناکَ 

نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْا  هُعَمَ  لَزِْنُا  يذَِّلا 

,And also for) those who follow the Messenger . “ ) 157

the unschooled Prophet, whose explanation they find written with them in the Turah

.and the Evangel

He enjoins on them what is right and

,forbids them what is wrong

and he makes lawful for them the good things and prohibits for them the corrupt

;things

and he removes from them

.their burden and the bondages that were upon them

Then, those who believe in him, and honour him, and help him, and follow the light

which has been

,sent down with him

 ’.” these are they that are the prosperous ones

Commentary : verse 157

The Arabic word /’ummi̅/ is derived from /’Umm/ which means ‘ mother ’. It is also used

for a person who has not learnt to read and write. In this regard, he is like a new born

.child
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Some commentators have said that the term /’ummi̅/ means a person who is from

among the ummah and common people, not from among notables. Some other

commentators of the Qur’ān consider that the word is related to the term /’umm-ul-
.qurā/ which is an appellation for Mecca, and it, therefore, means Meccan

Basing on some evidences, we count the existing Turah and the Bible perverted. Yet,
there are some hints and glad tidings in both of them about the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) which indicate that the People of the Book knew the Prophet of Allah so much

so that a father knows his child. Some of these references are as follows: the Turah,
Genesis, Chapter 17, verses 18,20 and 21; Genesis, Chapter 49, verse 10: the Bible, John,

.Chapter 14, verse 15; and Chapter 15, verse 26

At the time of the advent of Islam, there were only 17 men and one woman in Mecca

who could read and write. Thus, if the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had studied and learnt even

one word before a person, he could not be called /’ummi̅/ among those people.
:(Narrated from Futūh-ul-Baladān Bilāthari̅, p. 459). The verse says

,And also for) those who follow the Messenger “ )

the unschooled Prophet, whose explanation they find written with them

. …” in the Turah and the Evangel

The Qur’ānic term /’aqlāl/ (chains), used in this verse, had been applied for the false

notions, superstitions, idolatry, and some troublesome customs mainly remained

.from the Age of Ignorance

Therefore, false customs and habits are as chains on the thoughts of people. Thus

human beings who do not believe in
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:any prophet are always dependant and they live as captives. The verse says

,He enjoins on them what is right and forbids them what is wrong “… 

and he makes lawful for them the good things and prohibits for them the corrupt

;things

and he removes from them

. …” their burden and the bondages that were upon them

A mere belief in the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam is not enough, helping him and

:supporting him is also necessary. The holy verse says

, …” Then, those who believe in him, and honour him, and help him “… 

However, we must know that the Qur’ān is a light which enlightens the hearts and

:thoughts of its believers. The verse continues saying

and follow the light which has been “… 

, …” sent down with him

The help and respect to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), like belief in him, is not allocated to a
particular time. Therefore, honouring the grave of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his

.effects is also the extention of that help and respect

In any case, felicity comes into being under the shade of following the prophets. The

:verse concludes

,Then, those who believe in him, and honour him, and help him “…

and follow the light which has been sent down with him, these are they that are the

 ’.” prosperous ones

****
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:Some Traditions

The Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ He who enjoins right and prohibits wrong is the

.” vicegerent of both Allah and His Messenger on the earth

Mustadrak-ul-Wasā’il, vol. 12, p. 179

****

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “ Verily, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong is
the way of prophets and the method of good doers. It is such a great obligatory deed

(wājib) by which other obligatory deeds can survive, other creeds can be saved,
bargains are lawful, injustices are warded off, and prosperity can be filled in the earth

…”

Al-Kāfi̅, vol. 5, p. 56

****

Imam Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “ The firmness of the religion is due to

.” enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong, and observing the limits of Allah

Qurar-ul-Hikam, p. 236

****

Imam Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said to Imam al-Hassan and Imam al-Husayn (a.s.)
when Ibn-Muljam (the curse of Allah be upon him) struck him (fatally with a sword): “…

Fear Allah (and again) fear Allah in the matter of Jihād, (struggle for the Holy War),
. …” with the help of your property, lives and speech in the way of Allah

Do not give up bidding for good and forbidding from evil lest the mischievous gain “ 
positions over you, and then (in that case) when you pray, your invocations will not be

. …” granted to you

Nahjul-Balaqah, Letter 47, p. 422
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Section 20: The Holy Prophet Muhammad, the Apostle unto the whole mankind

Point

 – Muhammad commanded by Allah to declare his ministry unto mankind as a whole

 – The Israelites’ rebellious behaviour

.The miracle of water caused by Moses to gush out of a Rock

اًعیمِجَ مْکُْیَلإِ  هِّللا  لُوسُرَ  یِّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  لُْق  - 158

تُیمُِیوَ یِیحُی  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  ضِرْلاَاوَ لآ  تِاوَامَّسلا  کُْلُم  هَُل  يذَِّلا 

هُوعُِبَّتاوَ هِِتامَِلکَوَ  هِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْی  يذَِّلا  ِّیِّملاُا  ِّیِبَّنلا  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هِّللاِب  اوُنِماَفَ 

نَودُتَهْتَ مْکَُّلعََل 

Say: ‘ O mankind! I am the messenger of Allah to you all, of Him to Whom . “ 158
belongs the Sovereignty

 . of the heavens and the earth

’ . There is no god but He. He gives life. And makes to die

Believe then in Allah and His Messenger, the unschooled prophet, who believes in

,Allah and His words

.” and follow him so that you may be guided

Commentary: verse 158

Some of orientalists have said that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) was thinking only for

the people of his own region, but when he succeeded he thought to preach other

.people of the world, too
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In answer to this statement, it should be said that there are some different verses of

the Qur’ān containing such words as: ‘ you all ’, (1) ‘ the whole of mankind ’ (2) ‘
(whoever it reaches ’ (3) ‘ unto the worlds ’.(4

These Qur’ānic evidences prove that his prophethood was worldly. He was

commissioned to be a prophet over all people of the world when he was in Mecca and

before gaining his success. It was not so, as those orientalists say, that later he

.decided to invite all the people of the world

:Imam Hassan Mujtabā (a.s.), the second Imam, has said

Once some of the Jewish people came to the Messenger of Allah and said: ‘ Do you “ 
suppose that you are a prophet the same as Moses was? ’ After a while of keeping

silence, he answered: ‘ Yes. I am the master of the (whole) children of Adam, but I do

not boast of it. I am the seal of prophets, the leader of the pious, and the Messenger

of the Lord of the worlds.’ They asked: ‘Whom have you been sent to? To Arabs, or to

non-Arabs, or to us?’ Then the above verse was revealed with the meaning that he

(was sent as a Messenger to the whole mankind.” (Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅

The repetition of the Qur’ānic word /’Ummi̅/ in this holy verse and in the sixth verse

.before this, is an indication to its importance

However, the prophethood of Mohammad (p.b.u.h.) is surely worldly, and a worldly

.Divine religion needs a worldly leader

Like any project, his Messengership, of course, progressed stage by stage. At first,
.( the invitation of the Prophet (p.b.u.h
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was to the family members, then to the people of ’Umm-ul-Qur’ā, Mecca, and, finally,
:to the whole humankind. The verse says

,Say: ‘ O mankind! I am the messenger of Allah to you all “ 

 . of Him to Whom belongs the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth

.There is no god but He. He gives life

 ’ . …” And makes to die

Another matter is that prophethood is something necessary for Theism and

Resurrection. Since Allah (s.w.t.) is the only possessor of the world of existence

thoroughly, and life and death are under His control, then the leadership and guidance

:of human beings should be authorized by Him, too. The holy verse says

,Believe then in Allah and His Messenger “… 

the unschooled prophet, who believes in Allah and His words, and follow him so that

.” you may be guided

Belief in Allah and His Messenger, together with obedience from the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), is the secret of guidance, for which the Qur’ān, the Prophet’s rules and

.practice (Sunnah) must be followed

****
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نَوُلدِْعیَ هِِبوَ  ِّقحَلاِب  نَودُهْیَ  هٌَّمُا  یسَوُم  مِوْقَ  نِموَ  -159

And of the people of Moses there is a group who guide by the truth and establish . “ 159
. ” justice thereby

Commentary: verse 159

Guiding by the truth is a sign of the absence of bigotry, and also an indication of

gratitude and following the truth itself. So, this recent group, whom are referred to in
this verse, were separate from the pertinacious ones who used to seek pretexts. The

:holy verse says

And of the people of Moses there is a group “ 

 … ” who guide by the truth

Perhaps, the objective meaning referred to this group is those people among the

.(. Jews who accepted the invitation of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

Therefore, in confronting the minorities, justice should particularly be observed, and

.their sincere services and accomplishments must not be neglected

:The verse ends as follows

. ” and establish justice thereby “ … 

****
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ذِإِ یسَوُم  یَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَوَ  اًممَُا  اًطابَسْاَ  هَرَشْعَ  یْتَنَْثا  مُهُانَْعَّطقَوَ  - 160

مُهِْیلَعَ انَْلزَْنأَوَ  مَامَغَْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  انَْلَّلظَوَ  مْهَُبرَشْمَ  سٍاَنُا  ُّلکُ  مَِلعَ  دْقَ  اًنْیعَ  هَرَشْعَ  اتَنَْثا  هُْنِم  تْسَجَبَنافَ  رَجَحَْلا  كَاصَعَِب  برِضْا  نِأَ  هُُموْقَ  هُاقَسْتَسْا 
اَنومُلَظَ امَوَ  مْکُانَْقزَرَامَ  تِابَِّیطَ  نِم  اوُلکُ  يوَْلَّسلاوَ  َّنمَْلا 

نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُْنأَ  اوُناکَ  نکِلوَ 

And We divided them into twelve tribal communities; and We revealed unto . “ 160
(: Moses, when his people asked him for water, (saying

Strike the rock with your rod. ’ So twelve fountains gushed forth from it. Each tribe, ‘ 
.indeed, came to know its drinking-place

And We outspread the cloud to overshadow them, and We sent down manna and

(: quails upon them, (saying

Eat of the good things wherewith We have provided you.’ And they did no harm to Us‘
but they were doing

.” injustice to their own selves

Commentary: verse 160

Several kinds of Allah’s bounties upon the Children of Israel are referred to in this

verse. At first, the Qur’ān says that Allah divided them into twelve groups, each of

which were a branch of the progeny of Israel. He assigned a just order among them

.which was far from harsh conflicts

:The verse says
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; …” And We divided them into twelve tribal communities“

The next bounty was at the time when the people of Moses (a.s.) were traveling

toward Jerusalem in the hot desert where they entangled with a horrible blazing

thirst. They asked him for water and Allah revealed him to strike the rock with his Rod,
.and he did so. After that twelve springs gushed forth from the rock

:The verse says

,and We revealed unto Moses “… 

(: when his people asked him for water, (saying

,…” Strike the rock with your rod. ’ So twelve fountains gushed forth from it ‘ 

The water of these fountains were divided among them so regularly that each group

:knew their own spring very well. The verse says

Each tribe, indeed, came to know its “… 

. …” drinking-place

Another bounty came to them in that blazing desert, where there was no shelter nor

any shadow. The Lord outspread the cloud to overshadow them with the cloud. The

:verse continues saying

, …” And We outspread the cloud to overshadow them “… 

Finally, the fourth bounty was that Allah sent down manna and quails as some

:delicious and nutritious food for them to eat. The verse says

saying): ‘Eat of the good things wherewith “… )

.’ …” We have provided you

But they ate the food and showed ungratitude. By that manner, they did no harm to

:Allah (s.w.t.), but they committed injustice to themselves. The verse ends as follows
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. ” And they did not harm to Us but they were doing injustice to their own selves “ … 
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:Some Explanations

The Arabic term /asbāt/ is the plural form of /sibt/ which is used for the children,
grandsons, and sub-branches of a family. Every tribe of the Children of Israel were

.the progenies of one of the children of Jacob

The Qur’ānic term /manna/ means a kind of food like honey and some herbal

expressed joice such as tamarix mannifera, and ‘ salwa ’ (a quail) is a bird lawful to be

.eaten, resembling pigeon and partridge

During a short moment there, several miracles took place: striking the rock by the

Rod, plenty water being gushed forth, the number of fountains as many as the

.number of the tribes, and so on
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مُْتْئشِ ثُْیحَ  اهَْنِم  اوُلکُوَ  هَیَرْقَْلا  هِذِهَ  اوُنکُسْا  مُهَُل  لَیِق  ذْإِو  - 161

مْکُِتائَیطِخَ مْکَُل  رْفِْغَن  اًدَّجسُ  بَابَْلا  اوُلخُدْاوَ  هٌَّطحِ  اوُلوُقوَ 

نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا دُیزِنَسَ 

 : And (remember) when it was said to them . “ 161

Dwell in this town (Jerusalem) and eat of it wherever you desire, and ask ‘ 
.forgiveness, and enter prostrating at the gate

.We shall forgive you your faults

’.” Soon We will give more (the portion of) the doers of good

Commentary : verse 161

The Qur’ānic term /hittah/ philologically means: ‘ the descent of something from

upward.’ There are some other derivations from this term, too. It is used in the sense

of request for divine mercy and remission (of sins). The commandment was that the

Children of Israel should ask forgiveness from Allah by means of this word , /hittah/,
on their arrival into the holy land of Jerusalem. (But with the thought of mockery, they

:changed the word.) The verse says

(And (remember) when it was said to them : ‘ Dwell in this town (Jerusalem “ 

,and eat of it wherever you desire

. …” and ask forgiveness, and enter prostrating at the gate

A meaning similar to the content of this verse, with a little difference, has been stated

.in Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, through verses 58 and 59, too
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In Islamic literature, there are some traditions narrated from the Immaculate Imams

of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) who have clearly said: “ We are the gate of your ‘ hittah ’
(forgiveness).” That is, if you enter inside the orb of our government and mastership,

.mercy will be bestowed upon you

By the way, there is a good tidings in this verse which indicates Allah may provide all

the material and spiritual needs of humankind in this world nad the next world. So, in
order that they can be eligible to enjoy some bounties such as: housing, food,
forgiveness, and mercy, He commands them to supplicate, to ask forgiveness, and to

.prostrate

Also, with a sincere repentance, Allah forgives a great deal of faults. In this verse He

:says

. …” We shall forgive you your faults “…

To obtain the divine remission, both supplication and practice are necessary. The

:verse says

and ask forgiveness, and enter prostrating “…

 .… ” at the gate

However, there should be a difference between a good doer and a wrong doer. In the

rank where evildoers can be forgiven, the good doers must be given a higher and a
:better grace. The verse says

.” Soon We will give more (the portion of) the doers of good “… 

****
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نَومُِلظْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  اًزجْرِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَْلسَرْاَفَ  مْهَُل  لَیِق  يذَِّلا  رَْیغَ  لاًوْقَ  مْهُْنِم  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  لََّدبَفَ  - 162

But those of them who were unjust changed a saying other than that which had . “ 162
;been spoken unto them

.” so We sent upon them a torment from heaven for they had been doing injustice

Commentary: verse 162

Sometimes perversion and changing the meanings are made manifestly, as the

change of an utterance; and sometimes the frame of an utterance is preserved, but

the content and spirit of that subject is changed. The example of the latter is the trick

of the Children of Israel for catching fish on the Sabbath, (which will be dealt with in
(. the next verse

:The verse says

But those of them who were unjust changed a saying other than that which had “ 
; …” been spoken unto them

The Qur’ān refers to three kinds of perversion which were performed in the Law of

:Allah

A pertinacious perversion, like the manner of the Children of Israel who, instead of(1
(. saying /hittah/ (seeking for forgiveness and remission), said /hintah/ (wheat

A change done deceitfully, like the action accomplished by the Children of Israel(2
when they made some pools in the bank of the sea wherein fish came on the Sabbath,

and they hunted them on Sunday. They said they had
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not hunted fish on the Sabbath. But regarding this subject, Sura A1-Baqarah, No.2,
verse 65 says: “And certainly you have known those among you who exceeded the

,…” limits on the Sabbath

A change for their own benefit, like postponing the sacred months in the Age of(3
Ignorance in order to carry on their fight. Since they did not like to cease fighting

because of adapting with sacred months, they postponed the months. Then, the

verse was revealed, saying “Verily the postponing (of the sacred month) is only an

(addition unto infidelity…” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 37

Thus, the punishment of changing the commandments of Allah is His Wrath and

:chastisement. The verse says

…” so We sent upon them a torment from heaven “…

And we should know that the fates of human beings are in their own authority, and

that these punishments are the fruit of their own sins and transgressions. The verse

:continues says

. ” for they had been doing injustice “…

****
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Section 21: Punishment for Transgressing the Limits

Point

 – Punishment for exceeding the limits of Sabbath – The later generations

.The Covenant made with the Jews

نَوُتِبسـْیَلاَ مَوْیَوَ  اًعَّرشـُ  مْهِِتْبسـَ  مَوْیـَ  مْهُُناتـَیحِ  مْهِیِتأْتـَ  ذْإِ  تِْبَّسلا  یِف  نَودُْـعیَ  ذْإِ  رِحْبَْلا  هَرَضـِاحَ  تَْناکـَ  یِتَّلا  هِیَرْقَْلا  نِعَ  مْهُْلاَسـْوَ  - 163
نَوقُسُْفیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  مهُوُلْبَن  کَِلذَکَ  مْهِیِتأْتَلاَ 

And (O Muhammad) ask them about the town that was by the sea, when they . “ 163
(exceeded (the limits

,of the Sabbath when their fish came to them on the day of their Sabbath

,appearing on the surface of the water; but on the day they did not keep Sabbath

.they (the fish) did not come unto them

.” Thus did We try them for the transgressions they used to commit

Commentary : verse 163

By the command of Allah, hunting fish on the Sabbath was forbidden for this group of

the Children of Israel who were living on the bank of the sea. (Maybe, it was the Red

Sea, beside the land of Palestine, which is known ’Ilāf Harbour today). But, on that

very day, fish were seen with a more
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tremendous amount, so that people’s mouths watered. This circumstance was a

.divine trial for them

Those people exceeded the law of Allah deceitfully, and, by making pools on the bank

of the sea and banning the way of the fish therein, they captured them in those pools

on Saturdays, the which were easily hunted on Sundays. Then, they claimed that,
.according to the commandment, they had not hunted them on the Sabbath

:The verse says

And (O Muhammad) ask them about the town that was by the sea, when they “ 
(exceeded (the limits

of the Sabbath when their fish

,came to them on the day of their Sabbath

,appearing on the surface of the water; but on the day they did not keep Sabbath

.they (the fish) did not come unto them

.” Thus did We try them for the transgressions they used to commit

Therefore, by legal tricks and deceit, the real feature of sins may not be changed, (like

(. making pools on the seaside for hunting fish on the following day

In one of his sermons, Hadrat Ali (a.s.) has intensively criticized the justification of sins,
and the justification of ‘wine’ with ‘ date liquor ’ (nabi̅th), ‘ bribery ’ with present, and ‘

(usury ’ with ‘ transaction ’. (Nahjul-Balāqah, Sermon No. 156

****
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مْکُِّبرَ یَلإِ  هًرَذِْعمَ  اوُلاقَ  اًدیدِشَ  اًباذَعَ  مْهُُبِّذعَُم  وْأَ  مْهُکُِلهُْم  هُّللا  اًموْقَ  نَوظُعِتَ  مَِل  مْهُْنِم  هٌَّمُا  تَْلاقَ  ذْإِوَ  - 164

نَوقَُّتیَ مْهَُّلعََلوَ 

:And (remember) when a group of them said . “ 164

Why do you admonish a people whom Allah will destroy or punish with a severe ‘ 
 ? ’ punishment

They said: ‘ In order to have an excuse before your Lord, and that they may keep

’.” from evil

Commentary : verse 164

It seems that, from the point of behaviour, the Children of Israel were divided into

three groups. One group, who formed the majority, were the violators of Divine Law.
The second group were the sympathetic admonishers. The third group were those

who were inattentive to the social evil affairs. The latter ones told the sympathetic

admonishers not to make themselves tired, for their preach would not affect the

mischief makers and, in any case, the corruptors should be the dwellers of Hell. But

those who enjoined right and forbade wrong said that their action was not useless.
.They said the least thing was that they were excused with Allah

Yes, the members of societies are usually found in the category of these three

.groups

:In Sura AL-Mursalāt, No. 77, verses 5 and 6, we recite

.” And by those who reveal the (Divine) Reminder,” “ to justify or to warn “ 
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It should be noted that ‘ forbidding wrong ’ is necessary for completing the statement

:and having excuse with Allah. The verse says

, …” They said: ‘ In order to have an excuse before your Lord “… 

:We must not justify our faults with ‘ Divine will ’. The verse says

:And (remember) when a group of them said “ 

Why do you admonish a people whom Allah will destroy or punish with a ‘ 

 ? ’ …” severe punishment

Unfortunately, those who are inattentive to the evil affairs, instead of protesting

against the corruptors, protest against those who enjoin the right. But, even if we do

not probable a good effect, we must forbid the wrong in order to complete the

.statement and to have excuse before Allah

However, godly people are not hopeless of improving the society. The verse

:concludes

.” and that they may keep from evil “… 

****

p: 129

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3443 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ءِوُّسلا نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَ  نَیذَِّلا  انَْیجَْنأَ  هِِب  اورُِّکذُامَ  اوسَُن  اَّملَفَ  - 165

سٍیِئَب بٍاذَعَِب  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَنذْخَأَوَ 

نَوقُسُْفیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب 

نَیِئسِاخَ هًدَرَِق  اوُنوکُ  مْهَُل  انَْلُق  هُْنعَ  اوهُُن  امَ  نعَ  اوْتَعَ  اَّملَفَ  - 166

So when they forgot what they were reminded of, We delivered those who . “ 165
forbade evil and seized those who were unjust with a dreadful punishment for the

.” transgressions they used to commit

So when they defied what they had been forbidden from, We said to them: ‘ Be . “ 166
 ’.” you apes scouted

Commentary : verses 165-166

In this verse, the Qur’ān implies that finally mammonism overwhelmed them and they

forgot the command of Allah (s.w.t.), therefore they confronted the bitter moment of

.punishment

:The verse says

,So when they forgot what they were reminded of “ 

We delivered those who forbade evil and seized those who were unjust with a

.” dreadful punishment for the transgressions they used to commit
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 ? Who Were Delivered

From those three groups of people: (the sinners, the inattentive ones, and the

admonishers), only the third group were secured from the punishment of Allah. As the

Islamic traditions indicate, when this group, the third group, saw that their

admonishments were not effective in the wrong doers, they became worried and said

that they would go out of the city. They left the city at night and went into the desert.
Accidentally, by that very night, the retribution of Allah befell upon the couple of the

.abovementioned groups who were inside the city

The sort of their retribution is explained in the second verse of the above verses as

:follows

So when they defied what they had been forbidden from, We said to them: ‘ Be you “ 
 ’.” apes scouted

It is clear that the commandment saying ‘ Be you ’, here, is a genetic command, which

 ’. means they changed immediately in the shape of ‘ apes

According to some Islamic literature, of course, those who were transformed

continued to live only for a few days, and then they died, so that there could appear

.no generation from them later

****

p: 131

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3445 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مْهُُموسُیَ نمَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّنثَعَْبیََل  کَُّبرَ  نََّذاَتَ  ذْإِو  - 167

بِاقَعِْلا عُیرِسََل  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  بِاذَعَْلا  ءَوسُ 

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغََل  هَُّنإِو 

And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed that He would surely send against . “ 167
,them, until the Day of Resurrection

those who would inflict on them a grievous punishment. Verily your Lord is certainly

.” quick to requite (evil), and verily He is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary : verse 167

This verse and the verse after it point to a part of the worldly retributions of those

Jewish people who stood against the commandments of Allah and trod on the truth,
.justice, and honesty

:At first, the verse says

And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed that “ 

He would surely send against them, until the Day of Resurrection, those who would

. …” inflict on them a grievous punishment

It is understood from this verse that this rebellious group will never meet a complete

.calmness, although they establish a government for themselves

Then, at the end of the verse, it adds that Allah is both quick in punishing those who

deserve punishment, and
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:forgiving, Merciful unto those wrong doers who repent. The verse says

Verily your Lord is certainly quick to requite (evil), and verily He is Forgiving, “…

.” Merciful

This Qur’ānic phrase indicates that Allah has left the way wide open for them to return

in order that no one imagines that a compulsory fate with adversity, retribution, and

.chastisement has been assigned for them

****
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نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  تِائَِّیَّسلاوَ  تِانَسَحَْلاِب  مهُاَنوْلََبوَ  کَِلذَ  نَودُ  مْهُْنِموَ  نَوحُِلاَّصلا  مُهُْنِم  اًممَُا  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  مْهُانَْعَّطقَوَ  - 168

And We dispersed them into communities on the earth, some of them being . “ 168
,righteous

and some of them otherwise, and We tried them with good things and bad things that

.” they might return

Commentary : verse 168

It was ordained that for a length of time the Children of Israel visited honour and

power, in order that maybe they might become thankful. And, for another length of

time, they were involved in calamities that might the sense of repentance and

humiliation be renewed in them. Some of them were virtuous and believed in Islam,
while some others pursued corruption, and insisted on their own mammonism and

.stubbornness

:The verse says

And We dispersed them into communities on the earth, some of them being “ 
righteous, and some of them otherwise, and We tried them with good things and bad

.” things that they might return

****
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نَوذُخُأْیَ بَاتَکِْلا  اوُثرِوَ  فٌْلخَ  مْهِدِْعَب  نِم  فَلَخَفَ  - 169

هُوذُخُأْیَ هُُلْثِم  ضٌرَعَ  مْهِِتأْیَ  نإِوَ  انََل  رُفَْغُیسَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  یَندْلاَا  اذَهَ  ضَرَعَ 

َّقحَْلا َّلاإِ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اوُلوقُیَلاَ  ناَ  بِاتَکِْلا  قُاثَیِم  مْهِْیلَعَ  ذْخَؤُْی  مَْلاَ 

نَوقَُّتیَ نَیذَِّلِل  رٌْیخَ  هُرَخِلاَا  رُاَّدلاوَ  هِیِف  امَ  اوسُرَدَوَ 

نَوُلقِْعتَ لافَأَ 

Then there succeeded after them (an evil) posterity (who) inherited the Book . “ 169
(, (Turah

:taking the transitory goods of this lower world, and saying

It will be forgiven us ’. And if similar transitory ‘ 

goods were to come to them (again), they would take them, too. Was not the

covenant of the Book taken with them that they should not attribute anything to Allah

?except the truth

And they have studied what is in it, while the abode of the Hereafter is better for

 ? ” those who keep from evil. Have you then no sense

Commentary: verse 169

In former verses, the words were about the ancestors of the Jews, but in this verse,
.the statement is upon the children and descendants of them
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At first, the Qur’ān remarks that their descendants inherited the Turah, but they used

:to prefer the material of this low world to the obedience of Allah.(1)The verse says

Then there succeeded after them (an evil) posterity (who) inherited the “ 

, …” Book (Turah), taking the transitory goods of this lower world

Then, the verse implies that when they are hesitating between the struggle of

conscience, on one side, and their worldly interests, on the other side, they appeal to

some false hopes and say that they do obtain this existing interest, which is in cash,
whether it is lawful or unlawful, and since the Lord is Merciful, Forgiving, He will

.forgive them

 ’. …” and saying: ‘ It will be forgiven us “… 

This phrase shows that after committing such an action, they assumed a kind of

fleeting regret and a state of extrinsic repentance. But, as the Qur’ān says, this regret

and remorse of theirs had no root in them. And that was why if they found another

:material benefit like that, they would take it, too. (2)The verse says

(, And if similar transitory goods were to come to them (again “… 

. …” they would take them, too

However, this part of the verse points to the bribery of some of the Jews and

perverting the heavenly verses of the Turah thereby, and also forsaking the

.ordinances of Allah because of the contrast of those laws with their benefits

:Therefore, next to that, the verse says
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Was not the covenant of the Book taken with them that they should not attribute “…

? …” anything to Allah except the truth

If they were not acquainted with the divine verses (of the Turah) and committed such

wrong actions, they might have an excuse for themselves. But, the difficulty of the

event is in this fact that they had frequently seen the verses of the Turah and had

understood them, yet they spoilt them and defied the command of Allah by setting

:them aside. The verse says

, …” And they have studied what is in it “…

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān implies that they make mistake, and such actions

and these goods will not be useful for them. The fact is that the abode of Hereafter is
:better for the pious. The verse says

. …” while the abode of the Hereafter is better for those who keep from evil “… 

Then the Qur’ān questions them whether they have not any sense to perceive those

:facts that are so clear. Here is the words of the Qur’ān

 ? ” Have you then no sense “… 

****

p: 137

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3451 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیحِِلصْمُْلا رَجْاَ  عُیضُِنلا  اَّنإِ  هَلاََّصلا  اوُماقَأَوَ  بِاتَکِْلاِب  نَوکُِّسمَُی  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 170

And those who hold fast to the Book and establish the prayer, verily We do not . “ 170
.” waste the reward of the reformers

Commentary : verse 170

This verse points to another group, opposite to the above-mentioned perverted

group, who not only avoid any perversion and concealing the Divine verses, but also

take hold of them and practice them minutely. The Qur’ān has called this group ‘the

reformers’ of the world, and maintains an important reward for them. Concerning

them, it says that surely Allah does not waste the great reward that they will have

:with Him. The verse says

,And those who hold fast to the Book and establish the prayer “ 

.” verily We do not waste the reward of the reformers

The above-mentioned verse clearly indicates that, without taking hold of the

Heavenly Books and Divine commandments, the fulfilment of the true reforms in the

world is impossible. This meaning emphasizes this fact, once more, that religion is not

something only related to the world of super nature or to the next world. Religion is
effective in the spirit of life for all human beings. It protects the interests of all

humankind and it is alongside the execution of the principles of justice, peace,
tranquility and any concepts which are gathered in the vast meaning of the term ‘

 ’. reform
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مْهِِب عٌِقاوَ  هَُّنأَ  اوُّنظَوَ  هٌَّلظُ  هَُّناَکَ  مْهُقَوْفَ  لَبَجَْلا  انَْقتََن  ذْإِو  - َ 171

هِیِف امَ  اورُکُذْاوَ  هٍَّوقُِب  مکُانَْیتَاءَآمَ  اوذُخُ 

نَوقَُّتتَ مْکَُّلعََل 

And (remember) when We plucked the mountain (and held it) above them as if it . “ 171
,were a canopy

and they supposed it was about to fall on them (when We told them: ) ‘ Hold you firmly

’.” what We gave you and remember what is in it, that you may keep from evil

Commentary : verse 171

This is the last verse in this Sura which is upon the life of the Children of Israel. In this

verse, the Qur’ān reminds the community of the Jews another happening. The event

:is both a lesson of admonition and an evidence of giving a covenant. It says

And (remember) when We plucked the mountain (and held it) above them as if it “ 
, …” were a canopy

It was so that they imagined the mountain was nigh to fall down over them.
Therefore, a shaking horror and anxiety encompassed them, thoroughly their entity,

:and they began weeping with supplication. The verse says

 …” and they supposed it was about to fall on them “… 

It was at the same time that they were in that condition and they were told to hold

:firm what Allah gave them. The verse continues saying
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: ( when we told them “…)

 …” Hold you firmly what We gave you ‘ 

They ought to be in awe of Allah’s punishment and fulfil their duty according to the

:covenants He has taken from them in it. The verse says

’.” and remember what is in it, that you may keep from evil “… 

This means that the entire messengership of Moses (a.s.) and other prophets, and

their constant struggles and hard conflicts, as well as the grievous anxieties and

laborious hardships that they tolerated, all were for the sake that the command of

Allah and the principles of the truth, justice, purity, and piety be executed rather

.perfectly among all human beings

****
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Section 22: The Progeny of Adam Will Bear Witness against Itself

Point

The Progeny of Adam shall bear witness against each other – Similitude of the

.disbelievers – All beautiful names are Allah’s

اوُلوقُتَ نأَ  آَندْهِشَ  یلَب  اوُلاقَ  مْکُِّبرَِب  تُسَْلأَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  مْهُدَهَشْأَوَ  مْهُتََّیِّرذُ  مْهِرِوهُظُ  نِم  مَدَاءَ  یِنَب  نِم  کَُّبرَ  ذَخَأَ  ذْإِو  -172

نَیِلِفاغَ اذَهَ  نْعَ  اَّنکُ  اَّنإِ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ 

,And (remember) when your Lord took from the children of Adam . “ 172

from their backs, their descendants and made them bear witness over themselves,
.’ (and said): ‘Am I not your Lord ? ’ They said: ‘ Yes! We do bear witness

This We did) lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: ‘ Verily we were )
 ’.” unaware of this

Commentary : verse 172

The Qur’ānic term /ŏurriyah/ means small children, but it is often used for all the

.children of a person

The circumstance of Allah’s taking covenant from the children of Adam has not been

.stated in this verse

As some Islamic traditions indicate, after the creation of Adam, all his progenies came

out from his back in the form of some intelligent particles and were addressed by the

.Lord

They confessed to the Lordship of Allah. Then, all of them
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returned back to the loin and soil of Adam, in order to come into this world gradually

and naturally. This world is called the world of ‘ Tharr ’ and that covenant is called the ‘
 ’. covenant of ’Alast ’ or ‘ the world of pre-existence

The purpose of the world of ‘ Tharr ’, maybe, is the same world of talents, and the

covenant of innate disposition and creation. That is, at the time of departure of

Adam’s children from the loins of fathers into the wombs of mothers in the shape of

sperm, which are not more than some minutes, Allah sets the talent and nature of

monotheism and seeking truth in their constitution and this divine secret, as an innate

sense, is settled in the institution and natural disposition of everybody. The help of

Allah reflects in their intellect in the form of a self-cognizance fact. Allah has asked

them through the tongue of creation, and they have answered through the same

.tongue, too

We should know that Allah has established monotheism in the innate disposition and

.constitution of humankind

:The verse says

,And (remember) when your Lord took from the children of Adam, from their backs “ 

(: their descendants and made them bear witness over themselves, (and said

:Am I not your Lord ? ’ They said‘

.’ Yes! We do bear witness ‘ 

This We did) lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: ‘ Verily we were )
 ’.” unaware of this

Thus, human beings can observe the sense of theism in the depth of their own selves,
.since they have confessed it in the world of pre-existence

****
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مْهِدِْعَب نِم  هًَّیِّرذُ  اَّنکُوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  اَنؤُآَباءَ  كَرَشْأَ  آمََّنإِ  اوُلوقُتَ  وْأَ  - 173

نَوُلطِْبمُْلا لَعَفَ  امَِب  انَکُِلهُْتفَأَ 

نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََلوَ  تِایَلاَا  لُِّصفَُن  کَِلذَکَوَ  - 174

Or lest you should say: ‘ Verily our fathers were idolaters from before and we . “ 173
(. were descendants after them (following them

 ? ’ ” Will You then destroy us for what the vain-doers did

.” And thus do We explain the Signs, and that they may return . “ 174

Commentary : verses 173-174

In this verse, the Qur’ān has pointed to another aim of this covenant. It implies that

Allah has taken this covenant for the sake that they do not say that their fathers were

idol-worshippers before them and when they were some children. So, they could do

nothing but following them. Therefore, they said, they should not be punished for the

:sins committed by some vain-doers. Here is what the verse says

Or lest you should say: ‘ Verily our fathers were idolaters from before and we were “ 
(. descendants after them (following them

 ? ’ ” Will You then destroy us for what the vain-doers did

 : Admonition

A great part of the Qur’ān, which consists of many verses in different suras of it, is

about the incidents happened among
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the early nations; such as: the events of Adam and the children of Adam, those of the

people of Noah, Hūd, Sālih, Abraham, Lot, Yusuf (Joseph), Jacob, Jethro, Moses,
Pharaoh and the like of them. The aim of stating them has not been simply for

referring to the history or telling some stories. They have been stated for the

admonition of the servants of Allah and advising them through some exhortations in
order that they become aware that how graceful and merciful Allah has been with the

believers and the pious, so that He has saved them from destructions and calamities,
while the people of idolatry, blasphemy, injustice and corruption have faced with

.many difficulties and destructions

****

Thus, regarding this meaning, in the second verse of the holy verses mentioned in the

:above, the Qur’ān says

.” And thus do We explain the Signs, and that they may return “ 

The verse means that as Allah stated these verses for you, they are stated and

explained for other nations, too, in order that all people reason the Truth by them and

.return from falsehood towards the Truth

****
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اهَْنِم خَلَسَْنافَ  انَِتایَاءَ  هُانَْیتَاءَ  يذَِّلا  أَبََن  مْهِْیلَعَ  لُْتاوَ  - 175

نَیوِاغَْلا نَِم  نَاکَفَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  هُعَبَْتاَفَ 

And recite unto them the tale of him to whom We gave Our signs, but he . “ 175
,withdrew (himself) from them

.” and Satan pursued him, and he became one of the perverse

Commentary : verse 175

The verse refers to the story of a man from the Children of Israel. At first, that man

was among the believers and those who practically carried out the divine verses and

sciences, but later, as a result of Satan’s temptation, he went astray. In the

concerning religious sources, the name of this person has been recorded ‘ Bal‘am

 ’. Bā‘ūrā

As it has been narrated from Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā, the eighth Imam (a.s.), that Bal‘am

knew ‘ the Greatest Name of Allah ’, by which his supplication used to be answered.
But finally he went to the court of Pharaoh and turned to be an infidel, while, before

.(. that, he was one of the studious preachers of the religion of Moses (a.s

The Qur’ān does not directly point out his name in the text, but it mentions his action.
Imam Bāqir (a.s.) says that his circumstance adapts to any one who prefers the low

(desire to the truth. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the commentary

Such people are found in any time and the subject is not allocated to Bal‘am only. The

.story of Bal‘am has been cited in the Turah, too
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Therefore, an aware leader should usually warn people of unexpected dangers. The

:verse says

And recite unto them the tale of him to whom “ 

, …” We gave Our signs

Whatever high a person promotes he should not become proud, since there is a

probability of falling. Usually, the final result of the end of the work is important, not

the beginning of it. The higher a situation is, the more dangerous it can be. The verse

:continues saying

, …” but he withdrew (himself) from them “… 

Yes, the one who takes detached from Allah, will become the prey of Satan. The verse

:ends as follows

.” and Satan pursued him, and he became one of the perverse “… 

****
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هُاوَهَ عَبََّتاوَ  ضِرْلاَا  یَلإِ  دَلَخْاَ  هَُّنکَِلوَ  اهَِب  هُانَْعفَرََل  انَْئشِ  وَْلوَ  - 176

ثْهَْلیَ هُکْرُْتتَ  وْأَ  ثْهَْلیَ  هِْیلَعَ  لْمِحْتَ  نإِ  بِْلکَْلا  لِثَمَکَ  هُُلثَمَفَ 

صَصَقَْلا صِصُْقافَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  مِوْقَْلا  لُثَمَ  کَِلذَ 

نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

And had We willed, We would certainly have exalted him thereby, but he clung to . “ 176
the earth and followed

;his lust. So his parable is like the parable of a dog

,if you attack it, it lulls out its tongue, or if you leave it

.it lulls out its tongue

.Such is the parable of the people who belied Our Signs

. ” Therefore, relate (unto them) the stories, that they may ponder

Commentary : verse 176

The previous subject has been completed in this expressive verse. It implies that if

Allah had wished, He could have forcedly kept him alongside the path of right with an

:exalted rank, by the way of those holy verses and practical sciences. The verse says

And had We willed, We would certainly have “ 

, …” exalted him thereby

But it is certain that forcedly keeping persons alongside the path of truth does not

agree with Allah’s way of treatment, which is the custom of choice and free will, and it
is not the sign of personality and greatness of a person. So, immediately next to it, the

:Qur’ān, implying that Allah left him to himself, adds
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. ” but he clung to the earth and followed his lust “… 

Then, the Qur’ān resembles this person to a dog which, like some thirsty animals,
:often draws its tongue out of its mouth. The verse says

, …” So his parable is like the parable of a dog; if you attack it, it lulls out its tongue “… 

As a result of attaching the intense lust and clanging to the pleasures of the material

world, such a person may get a state of unlimited and endless thirst that he always

goes after mammonism. This state, in him, is like the state of a rabid dog that,
.because of its sickness, it has a false thirst and it never drinks to satiety

Then, the Qur’ān implies that this parable is not allocated to this particular person, but

:it is for all those who reject the verses of Allah. The verse says

. …” Such is the parable of the people who belied Our Signs “… 

This story should be told for them, maybe they think about it and then they take a

:correct way for themselves. The verse continues saying

. ” Therefore, relate (unto them) the stories, that they may ponder “… 

****

!Bal‘am Bā‘ūrā, a Mammonish Scholar, Gone Astray

A great deal of Islamic narrations and statements, as was pointed out before, indicate

that the person referred to in this verse had been a man by the name of Bal‘am-
Bā‘ūrā who lived at the time of Moses (a.s.). He was counted as one of the well
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known scholars of the Children of Israel, so that Moses used of him as an effective

and strong preacher. He became so exalted in this way that his prayers before Allah

were answered. But, as a result of accepting the promises of Pharaoh and inclining to

him, he went astray, thus far that he joined the camp of the opponents of Moses (a.s.),
.and therefore, he lost all his spiritual ranks

****
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نَومُِلظْیَ اوُناکَ  مْهُسَفُْنأَوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُوْقَْلا  لاًثَمَ  ءَآسَ  - 177

نَورُسِاخَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  لِْلضُْی  نمَوَ  يدِتَهْمُْلا  وَهُفَ  هُّللا  دِهْیَ  نمَ  - 178

How evil is the parable of the people who belied Our Signs, but they were doing . “ 177
.” injustice to themselves

Whomever Allah guides, he is rightly guided, and whomever He leads astray, . “ 178
.” these are the losers

Commentary : verses 177-178

Through these two holy verses, in fact, the Qur’ān has concluded a general and

common result from the story of Bal‘am and other mammonish scholars. The verse

:says

How evil is the parable of the people who belied “ 

, …” Our Signs

They did not do any injustice to Allah, but they used to do injustice to themselves. The

:verse says

.” but they were doing injustice to themselves “… 

What injustice is greater than this that they gave their spiritual capitals and scientific

informations, which could cause the honour of them and their societies, to the

.possessors of wealth and power, selling them for a little price

But, beware that delivering from these kinds of faults and satanic ways is not possible

except with the Divine assistance. Therefore, the one whom Allah guides and makes

:His aid the companion of his way, is the real guided one. The verse says

, …” Whomever Allah guides, he is rightly guided “ 

And those whom Allah, as a result of their own evil deeds, leads astray, or gives them

victory and success for their satanic temptations, are the real losers. The verse
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:continues saying

.” and whomever He leads astray, these are the losers “… 
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نَوهُقَْفیَلاَ بٌوُلُق  مْهَُل  سِْنلإِاوَ  ِّنجِْلا  نَِم  اًریِثکَ  مََّنهَجَِل  اَنْأرَذَ  دْقََلوَ  - 179

آهَِب نَوعُمَسْیَلاَ  نٌاذَاءَ  مْهَُلوَ  اهَِب  نَورُصِْبُیلاَ  نٌُیعْأَ  مْهَُلوَ  اهَِب 

نَوُلِفاغَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْا  ُّلضَأَ  مْهُ  لَْب  مِاعَْنلاَاکَ  کَِئَلوُْا 

Indeed We have created for Hell many jinn and humans; they have hearts with . “ 179
which they do not understand, and they have eyes with which they do not see, and

,they have ears with which they do not hear. They are as cattle

.” rather they are more astray. These are the heedless ones

Commentary : verse 179

 : The Signs of Hellish People

Through this verse and the next couple of verses, where the qualities of each group

are hinted out, People have been divided into two groups. These two groups are: the

.hellish people, and the inhabitants of Paradise

At first, with oath and emphasis, the Qur’ān states about the inhabitants of Hell as

:follows

Indeed We have created for Hell many jinn “ 

; …” and humans

Allah has created all human beings pure and sinless, but, by means of their own evil

deeds, some groups of them make themselves candidates for Hell. The end of these

people is dark and inauspicious. There are some other people who make themselves

.candidate for Paradise. The end of such people is happiness and felicity
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, …” they have hearts with which they do not understand “… 

Their second quality is that they have clear eyes for seeing the truth but they do not

observe the feature of the facts and pass by them like some blind persons. The verse

:says

, …” and they have eyes with which they do not see “… 

Their third quality is that they have safe and sound ears, but they do not hearken to

the truth and right words, and, like the deaf, they deprive themselves from hearing

:the divine truth. The verse says

. …” and they have ears with which they do not hear “… 

In fact, they are like cattle, because the privilege of man to animals lies in vigilant

thought, clear-insightedness, and the hearing ears that, unfortunately, these hellish

:people have lost all of them. The verse says

, …” they are as cattle “… 

:They are, of course, worse than cattle and more astray. The verse continues saying

. …” rather they are more astray “… 

Cattle have not the talents and possibilities that human beings have. Men, with the

intellect, clear-insightedness, and the hearing ears that they have, can gain all kinds

of progress and development. But, as a result of sensuality and tending toward mean

things, they may leave these faculties and talents in vain. Such people are some

neglectful persons, and therefore, they wander in the deviated path of life. The verse

:finally says

.” These are the heedless ones “… 

They are nigh to the fountain of water of life, but they are crying of thirst. The gates of

.felicity are open to them, but they do not even look at them
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نَودُحِْلُی نَیذَِّلا  اورُذَوَ  اهَِب  هُوعُدْافَ  ینَسْحُْلا  ءُآمَسْلاَا  هِّلِلوَ  - 180

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  نَوْزَجُْیسَ  هِِئآمَسْأَ  یِف 

,And to Allah belong the most beautiful names . “ 180

,so call on Him by them

.and leave those who blaspheme His names

.” Soon they shall be requited for what they were doing

Commentary : verse 180

The Qur’ānic phrase /’asmā’ul husnā/ has been mentioned three times in the whole

Qur’ān, which are: the verse under discussion, Sura Al-’Isrā’, No. 17, verse 11. and Sura

.Tāhā, No. 20, verse 8

All the names of Allah are beautiful, and He possesses all the Virtues and Names. Yet,
in Islamic literature, emphasis has been laid on 99 Names. It has been narrated that

whoever calls on Allah by these names, his prayer will be answered, if it be the will of

.(. Allah (s.w.t

In this holy verse, the Qur’ān points to the situation of the inhabitants of Heaven and

.explains their qualities

In order that people come out of the row of the hellish persons, at first it invites them

:to pay a careful attention to the Beautiful Names of Allah, when it says

, …” And to Allah belong the most beautiful names, so call on Him by them “ 

The purpose of ‘ the beautiful names ’ is the attributes of Allah which are wholly good

 ’. and wholly ‘ beautiful

The objective meaning of ‘ calling on Allah ’ by the
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Beautiful Names is not only to utter those names simply by the tongue, and to say, for

example, O’ knower of the Unseen, O’ Almighty, and O’ the Most Merciful of all

merciful, but, in fact, the purpose is that we try to settle these qualities in our selves

as much as possible. In other words, we should have His attributes and make our

.manner similar to that of Allah with our limited attempt

Upon the commentary of this verse, there has been cited a tradition from Imam Sādiq

(a.s.) who has said: “ By Allah, we are the beautiful names.” This statement points to

the fact that there is a strong ray from those divine attributes reflected in their beings,
.and that the cognition of them helps to the cognition of His Pure Essence

Then the Qur’ān warns people to avoid perverting the Names of Allah and to leave

:those who blaspheme them. It says

.and leave those who blaspheme His names “… 

.” Soon they shall be requited for what they were doing

The objective meaning of ‘ blaspheming His Names ’, here, is that we do not pervert

their pronunciations and their concepts. We also should not qualify Him with the

attributes which are not suitable to Him, like the action of the Christians who believe in
.Trinity, or that we adapt His attributes to His creatures

****
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نَوُلدِْعیَ هِِبوَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  نَودُهْیَ  هٌَّمُا  آنَْقلَخَ  نَّْمِموَ  - 181

And of those (whom) We have created are a people who guide (others) by the . “ 181
.” Truth and establish justice therewith

Commentary : verse 181

The objective meaning of the Arabic word /’ummah/ (community), mentioned in this

holy verse, is the people of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), who are the best community among

all communities. It is also cited in the Islamic traditions, recorded by the Sunnis, that

.(. the objective meaning of the word is the adherents of Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s

Some Islamic traditions indicate that Muslim believers will be divided into seventy

three groups that only one group of them are the blessed. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the

(commentary; and Tafsi̅r-ul-Burhān

Therefore, the pivot of guidance and government should be but the Truth, even

though the number of the advocators of the Truth and guidance may be small. The

:verse says

And of those (whom) We have created are a people “ 

 ...” who guide (others) by the Truth

And we must also know that those persons are worthy that, besides accepting

guidance, try to establish a system of Truth. Mere cognition of the Truth is not

enough, but practice and distribution is important, too. The above holy verse

:concludes as follows

.” and establish justice therewith “… 
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Section 23: The Resurrection

Point

Allah’s plan is unbreakable – The Time or The Day of Resurrection

.known only to Allah – The Doom shall be sudden

نَومُلَْعیَلاَ ثُْیحَ  نِْم  مهُجُرِدْتَسْنَسَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 182

نٌیِتمَ يدِْیکَ  َّنإِ  مْهَُل  یِلْمُاوَ  - 183

And those who belie Our Signs, soon, step by step, We will draw them on from . “ 182
.” where they do not know

.” And I will grant them respite. Verily My devising is strong . “ 183

Commentary : verses 182-183

In these couple of holy verses, one of the punishments of Allah (s.w.t) about many of

the arrogant sinners has been stated which will be done upon them in the form of a ‘
 ’. gradual punishment

The derivation of the Arabic term /’istidrāj/ (consign to a gradual punishment) has

been used in the Qur’ān in two verses. One of them is the verse under discussion, and

the other is in Sura Al-Qalam, No. 68, verse 44, both of which are about the deniers of

the Divine verses. Through the first verse, concerning the punishment of these

:beliers, whose lives will be interlaced, Allah says

And those who belie Our Signs, soon, step by step, We will draw them on “ 
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.” from where they do not know

The same meaning is emphasized in the second verse. It implies that it is not such

that Allah punishes these people at once and with precipitation. But He respites them

sufficiently for admonishment and awareness. And, when they do not attend it, He will

entangle them with some difficulties, because only those haste that are powerless

:and fear that they miss opportunities. The verse says

. …” And I will grant them respite “ 

But, Allah’s plots and punishments are so strong and exact that none is able to flee

:from them. The verse says

.” Verily My devising is indeed strong “…

This verse warns all sinners that they should take the postponement of Divine

punishment as a reason neither for their own sanctity and uprightness, nor for the

weakness and inability of Allah. They should not consider that the bounties and

favours they enjoy are the signs of their nearness to Allah. It may happen that these

bounties and victories that they receive become the preparation of the gradual

punishment of Allah. The Lord grants them abundant favours and, by respiting them,
He promotes them, but finally, He leaves them to fall down so intensively that there

remains no trace from them and their whole entity and their history will be completely

.interlaced

It is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who, upon the commentary of this verse, said: “
The purpose of this verse is a sinful person whom Allah gives a bounty and he counts

it for his goodness, while it causes him to be neglectful of seeking forgiveness for the

(sin he has committed.” (Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅, p. 256

****
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نٌیِبُم رٌیذَِن  َّلاإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  هٍَّنجِ  نِم  مهِِبحِاصَِب  امَ  اورَُّکفَتَیَ  مَْلوَاَ  - 184

Have they not reflected that there is no madness in their companion (the . “ 184
.” Prophet of Islam) ? He is naught but a plain warner

Occasion of Revelation : verse 184

The Islamic commentators have mentioned the following meanings upon the

:occasion of revelation of this verse in their commentary books

When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was living in Mecca, one night he went upon Safā

Mountain and invited people to monotheism. He called to all people, and to the whole

tribes of Quraysh in particular, and told them to beware the punishment of Allah. He

continued speaking until late at night. The local idol-worshppers of Mecca said that

their companion had become mad since he was shouting the whole night until

morning. At that moment the above-mentioned verse was revealed and gave them a
(. knockdown answer. (Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅, p. 257

Commentary : verse 184

In this verse, at first, Allah answers the vain statement of the idol-worshippers by

which they said the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was mad. The Qur’ān says whether they did not

contemplate to know that their companion (the Prophet) had no sign of madness.
:Here is the answer of Allah

Have they not reflected that there is no madness in their companion (the Prophet of “ 
( ? …” Islam
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He (Muhammad) (p.b.u.h.) had been living among them for more than forty years.
They were acquainted with his thought, intellect, and management. Then, how did

they suddenly accused him like that ? Then, following to that, the Qur’ān says that he

(p.b.u.h.) is only a plain warner that advises his society to beware the dangers they are

:faced with. The verse says

.” He is naught but a plain warner “… 

****
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مْهُُلجَأَ بَرَتَْقا  دِقَ  نَوکُیَ  نأَ  یسَعَ  نْأَوَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هُّللا  قَلَخَ  امَوَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  تِوکُلَمَ  یِف  اورُظُنیَ  مَْل  وَأَ  -185

نَوُنِمؤُْی هُدَْعَب  ثٍیدِحَ  ِّياَِبفَ 

,Have they not considered the dominion of the heavens and the earth . “ 185

 ? and whatever Allah has created, and that maybe their term has already drawn near

 ? ” Then in what other words after this will they believe

Commentary : verse 185

In order to complete the previous statement, this verse invites them to study the

:world of existence, including the heavens and the earth. The verse says

,Have they not considered the dominion of the heavens and the earth “ 

, …” and whatever Allah has created

This contemplation is for that they know that this vast world of existence, with its

amazing systematic order, has not been created in vain. There has surely been a

certain goal in it, and the invitation of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in fact, has been in

pursuance of the same goal of creation, i.e., the development and training of

.humankind

Then, for the sake that they be awakened from the sleep of negligence, the Qur’ān

implies whether they have not ponder on this matter that the end of their lives might

be near. So, if they do not believe today, and do not accept the invitation of
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this Messenger to the revealed Qur’ān with those numerous clear signs, which words

:will there be after this that they believe in ? The verse says

and that maybe their term has already drawn near ? Then in what other words “… 
 ? ” after this will they believe

****
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نَوهُمَْعیَ مْهِِنایَْغطُ  یِف  مْهُرُذَیَوَ  هَُل  يَدِاهَ  لافَ  هُّللا  لِِلضُْی  نمَ  - 186

Whomever Allah leads astray there is no guide for him, and He will leave them in . “ 186
.” their contumacy wandering blindly

Commentary : verse 186

At last, the statement upon the sinners is concluded in this verse as such that those

whom Allah leads astray they will have no guide and Allah leaves such people

bewildered in their transgression. This is the result of their continuous indecent deeds.
:The verse says

Whomever Allah leads astray there is no guide for him, and He will leave them in “ 
.” their contumacy wandering blindly

Such kind of meanings has been stated particularly upon the group of sinners who

zealously and arrogantly show obstinacy against the rights and facts. They treat such,
as if a curtain has fallen over their eyes, ears, and hearts. These dark curtains are the

 ’. result of their own deeds, and this is the meaning of the phrase ‘ Allah leads astray

****
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یِّبرَ دَنعِ  اهَمُْلعِ  امََّنإِ  لُْق  اهَاسَرُْم  نَاَّیاَ  هِعَاَّسلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلئَسْیَ  - 187

ضِرْلاَاوَ تِاوَامَّسلا  یِف  تْلَقَُث  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  آهَِتْقوَِل  اهَیِّلجَُی  لا 

نَومُلَْعیَلاَ سِاَّنلا  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  هِّللا  دَْنعِ  اهَمُْلعِ  امََّنإِ  لُْق  اهَْنعَ  ٌّیفِحَ  کََّناَکَ  کََنوُلئَسْیَ  هًتَْغَب  َّلاإِ  مْکُیِتأْتَ  لاَ 

They ask you about the Hour (of Resurrection) when it will set in. Say: ‘ Its . “ 187
.knowledge is only with my Lord

.None but He can manifest it at its time

Heavy is it in the heavens and the earth. It will not overtake you but suddenly’. They

,ask you

,as if you were well-informed of it. Say: ‘ The knowledge of it is only with Allah

 ’.” but most people do not know

Commentary : verse 187

The infidels of Quraysh sent a number of persons to the scholars of the Jews in order

to learn some difficult questions so that when they would ask them from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) he could not give any answer to them and they might condemn him. One of

these questions was that they asked about the exact time of the occurrence of

.Resurrection

The Qur’ānic term /’ayyān/, mentioned in this verse, has been used for asking the

time. The Arabic word /assā‘ah/ refers to the beginning of Resurrection, while the

word /al-qiyāmah/ means the time of reckoning in Hereafter when the rewards and

(. retributions will be given. (Tafsi̅r-i-Marāqi̅

p: 163

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3479 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Arabic term /mursā/ means ‘ that which is fixed with regard to time or place ’.
 ’. Thus the Qur’ānic phrase /jibāl-un-rāsiyāt/ means: ‘ fixed and firm mountains

The word /haffiyy/, used in the verse, means a constant researcher. This epithet,
concerning to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), means as if he (p.b.u.h.) had completely

researched the time of the occurrence of Resurrection Day and had asked it from

.Allah and knew it well

The idea of the heaviness of the Hereafter in ‘ the heavens and the earth ’, maybe,
refers to the destruction of celestial globes, darkening of the sun, revolution of the

.earth, etc

However, the lack of knowledge about the features and details of Hereafter does not

harm the principal of the belief in Resurrection. No one is aware of the time and the

place of his death, but this situation can not be taken as a reason for denying the

:principal of death. The verse says

They ask you about the Hour (of Resurrection) when it will set in. Say: ‘ Its knowledge “ 
.is only with my Lord

.None but He can manifest it at its time

Heavy is it in the heavens and the earth. It will not overtake you but suddenly’. They

,ask you

as if you were well-informed of it. Say: ‘ The knowledge of it is only with Allah, but

 ’.” most people do not know

Once the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was asked about the reappearance and coming out of

Hadrat Ghā’im (a.s.). He answered: “ His example is like the time (of Resurrection).”
This statement means that the time of his reappearance resembles the time of

Resurrection. Then, he (p.b.u.h.) recited this verse: “…None but He can manifest it at

its time. Heavy is it in the heavens and the earth. It will not overtake you but

(. suddenly’. …” (Narrated by Imam Ridā (a.s.), cited in Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn
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ءُوُّسلا یَِنَّسمَ  امَوَ  رِْیخَْلا  نَِم  تُرْثَکْتَسْلاَ  بَْیغَْلا  مُلَعْاَ  تُنکُ  وَْلوَ  هُّللا  ءَآشَ  امَ  َّلاإِ  اًرّضَ  لاوَ  اًعْفَن  یسِْفنَِل  کُِلْماَ  لُق لآ  -188

رٌیشَِبوَ رٌیذَِن  َّلاإِ    ْ اَناَ نْإِ 

نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل 

Say: ‘ I own for my self neither any benefit nor harm except what Allah may . “ 188
,please; and had I known the Unseen, I would have acquired much good

.and no evil would have touched me

 ’.” I am not but a warner and a giver of glad tidings for a people who believe

 : Occasion of Revelation

It happened that one day some people of Mecca came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

said that if he had communication with the Lord, would He inform him of the future

expensiveness and cheapness of goods so that thereby he could supply whatever

was beneficial and ward off whatever was harmful; or would He aware him of

drought or of different regions with abundant water so that he could move from dry

provinces into blissful lands ? At this time, the verse was revealed and answered

.them
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Commentary : verse 188

 : Only Allah Knows the Unseen

In the previous verse, it was said that no one knows the time of Resurrection but Allah

(s.w.t.). Through this verse, now, the lack of knowledge of Unseen among persons, in
(general, is referred to. (1

By the first sentence of the verse, Allah commands His Messenger, Muhammad

:(p.b.u.h.), thus

;Say: ‘ I own for my self neither any benefit nor harm except what Allah may please “ 
…”

All powers existed in the world come from the source of Allah, the Exalted, and no

person has originally any power from his own self. It is He Who has granted these

.abilities to human beings

After stating this matter, the Qur’ān points to another important question which was

under the demand of a group of people. Allah commands His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) to

say that he was not cognizant of the Unseen and its secrets. In this regard, the verse

:continues saying

,and had I known the Unseen, I would have acquired much good “… 

. …” and no evil would have touched me

Then, the real position of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his Messengership has been

:pointed out through a short and explicit sentence, as follows

 ’.” I am not but a warner and a giver of glad tidings for a people who believe “…
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.verse and ‘ the knowledge of Unseen ’ in their commentary books
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Section 24: The Conclusive Warnings against Polytheism

Point

 – The helplessness of the false gods – Prayer and humility enjoined

.To seek refuge in Allah against the Devil’s incitement

اهَجَوْزَ اهَْنِم  لَعَجَوَ  هٍدَحِاوَ  سٍْفَن  نِم  مکُقَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  - 189

اهَْیَلإِ نَکُسْیَِل 

هِِب تَّْرمَفَ  اًفیفِخَ  لاًمْحَ  تْلَمَحَ  اهَاَّشغَتَ  اَّملَفَ 

امَهَُّبرَ هَّللا  اوَعَدَ  تلَقَْثاَ  آَّملَفَ 

نَیرِکِاَّشلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُنََل  اًحِلاصَ  انَتَْیتَاءَ  نِْئَل 

He it is Who created you from a single soul, and of the same (kind) did He make . “ 189
,his mate

.that he might take rest in her

.So when he covered her, she bore a light burden and passed (sometime) with it

,Then when she grew heavy, they both invoked Allah

,their Lord: ‘ If you give us a righteous son

 ’.” certainly we shall be of the grateful ones

Commentary : verse 189

Another part of the circumstances of the pagans and the way of their thinking and the

answer to their mistakes are
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hinted to here. And, since the former verses referred to the Unity of Divine Acts, the

:substitutive verses are counted as their complement. At first, it says

He it is Who created you from a single soul, and of the same (kind) did He make his “ 
mate, that he might

. …” take rest in her

The couple had a pleasant life with each other, but when the spouse had sexual

intercourse with his wife, she bore a light burden such that, at the beginning, that

burden did not bother her and she could easily continue performing her affairs. The

:verse says

. …” So when he covered her, she bore a light burden and passed (sometime) with it “… 

Later, by passing some days and nights, her burden gradually grew heavier. When

she became heavy, the couple expected a child and hoped that Allah would grant

:them a righteous child. The verse says

Then when she grew heavy, they both invoked “… 

: …” Allah, their Lord

 : Therefore, they both invoked their Lord as follows

 ’.” If you give us a righteous son, certainly we shall be of the grateful ones “…‘ 

****
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امَهُاتَاءَ آمیَِف  ءَآکَرَشُ  هَُل  لاَعَجَ  اًحِلاصَ  امَهُاتَاءَ  آَّملَفَ  - 190

نَوکُرِشُْی اَّمعَ  هُّللا  یَلاعَتَفَ 

نَوقُلَخُْی مْهُوَ  اًئْیشَ  قُُلخْیَ  لاامَ  نَوکُرِشُْیاَ  - 191

(But when He gave them a righteous son, they (Adam’s children . “ 190

.ascribed partners to Him in what He had given them

(.” But Exalted is Allah above any partners that they ascribe (to Him

Do they ascribe (to Him) partners that create nothing and themselves are . “ 191
? ” created

Commentary : verses 190-191

Allah gave Adam and Eve the safe and sound child that they had asked for, but

thereafter the children of Adam and Eve ascribed partners to Allah. The Qur’ānic

phrase ‘ they ascribed partners to Him ’ means ‘ the children of the couple ascribed

:partners to Him ’. The verse says

But when He gave them a righteous son, they “ 

(Adam’s children)

.ascribed partners to Him in what He had given them

But Exalted is Allah

(.” above any partners that they ascribe (to Him

****

Then, the second verse questions whether they ascribe some creatures as partners

to Allah that not only they cannot
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create anything but also they themselves are created, since the fact is that the

worshippers have produced those partners, therefore, they are more incapable and

:incompetent than the worshippers. The verse says

?” Do they ascribe (to Him) partners that create nothing and themselves are created “ 

****
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نَورُصُنیَ مْهُسَفُنأَ  لآوَ  اًرصَْن  مْهَُل  نَوعُیطِتَسْیَ  لاوَ  - 192

مْکُْیلَعَ ءٌآوَسَ  مْکُوعُِبَّتیَ  يدَهُْلا لا  یَلإِ  مْهُوعُدْتَ  نإِو  -193

نَوُتِماصَ مُْتنأَ  مْاَ  مْهُومُُتوْعَدَأَ 

. ” And they can neither help them nor help themselves . “ 192

,And if you invite them unto guidance . “ 193

;they will not follow you

.” it is the same to you whether you invite them or whether you are silent

Commentary : verses 192-193

These created things are able to help neither the worshippers nor themselves to ward

off the evil events that happen against them. This verse continues the meaning of the

:previous verse by saying

. ” And they can neither help them nor help themselves “ 

****

Thus, if you invite the objects of worship to what is useful for their guidance, or you

ask them to guide you, they will not pursue your purpose and they do not answer you

:as Allah answers you. The verse says

; …” And if you invite them unto guidance, they will not follow you “ 

Whether you invite them or you be silent for inviting them, it is the same to you,
because there is not any rescue and felicity for them, and they are unable to do

:anything. It says

.” it is the same to you whether you invite them or whether you are silent “… 
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نَیِقدِاصَ مُْتْنکُ  نإِ  مْکَُل  اوُبیجِتَسْیَْلفَ  مْهُوعُدْافَ  مْکُُلاثَْماَ  دٌابَعِ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْتَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 194

Verily those whom you call upon other than Allah are creatures like your own . “ 194
.selves

.” So call on them, then they should answer you if you are truthful

Commentary : verse 194

The objective meaning of the Arabic term /‘ibād/ (worshipping creatures) may be the

creatures or men who are taken as deities, like Jesus (a.s.) or the angels. Or, the

 ’. purpose may be the very idols which the idol-worshippers imagine as ‘ gods

Therefore, worshipping needs both reason and privilege. Worshipping creatures or

human beings, like our own selves, has neither any reason nor any privilege. The

:verse says

.Verily those whom you call upon other than Allah are creatures like your own selves “ 
…”

Another matter is the silence of deities which itself is the sign of their inability and

.incompetence

Besides, a deity must promote its servant, not to stop him. The verse continues

:saying

.” So call on them, then they should answer you if you are truthful “… 

****
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اهَِب نَوعُمَسْیَ  نٌاذَاءَ  مْهَُل  مْاَ  آهَِب  نَورُصِْبُی  نٌُیعْاَ  مْهَُل  مْاَ  آهَِب  نَوشُطِْبیَ  دٍْیأَ  مْهَُل  مْاَ  آهَِب  نَوشُمْیَ  لٌجُرْاَ  مْهَُلاَ  - 195

نِودُیکِ َّمُث  مْکُءَآکَرَشُ  اوعُدْا  لُِق 

نِورُظِنُت لاَفَ 

 ? Have they feet with which they walk . “ 195

Or, have they hands with which they hold (firmly) ? Or, have they eyes with which they

 ? see

 ? Or, have they ears with which they hear

Say (O’ Prophet!): ‘ Call your associates, then contrive against me and give me no

 ’.” respite

Commentary : verse 195

The Arabic term /yabtiŝūn/ is derived from /bataŝa/ which means ‘ to take or seize by

 ’. force

This meaning has been used as a reprimand upon the pagans who take some

partners for Allah. These partners are more incapable than they themselves, since

they can walk, see, hear and act, but those lifeless statues do not have these abilities,
and if they were wished to do something they would be unable. So, why do the idol-

 ? worshippers , as a notion , adore them

Strange to say, pagans do not accept the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) since he says he is a

human as they are, but they are convinced with idols which are not like them even, or

:they are lower than them. The verse says
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 ? Have they feet with which they walk “ 

( ? Or, have they hands with which they hold (firmly

 ? Or, have they eyes with which they see

 ? Or, have they ears with which they hear

Say (O’ Prophet!): ‘ Call your associates, then contrive against me and give me no

 ’.” respite

****

p: 174

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3492 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیحِِلاَّصلا یّلوَتَیَ  وَهُوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  لََّزَن  يذَِّلا  هُّللا  یَِّیِلوَ  َّنإِ  - 196

Verily my guardian is Allah Who sent down the Book, and He guards the . “ 196
.” righteous

Commentary : verse 196

Following the former verse which, addressing pagans, said they themselves and their

idols could not harm the Prophet (p.b.u.h) the least thing, this verse refers to its

:reason, and says

, …” Verily my guardian is Allah Who sent down the Book “ 

It is not only the Prophet’s self that He guards but He also supports and guards all the

good doers and the righteous, and His grace and favour encompass them. The verse

:concludes as follows

.” and He guards the righteous “… 

****
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مْکُرَصَْن نَوعُیطِتَسْیَلاَ  هِِنودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْتَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  -197

نَورُصُنیَ مْهُسَفُْناَ  لآوَ 

کَْیَلإِ نَورُظُنیَ  مْهُارَتَوَ  اوعُمَسْیَلا  يدَهُْلا  یَلإِ  مْهُوعُدْتَ  نإِو  -198

نَورُصِْبُیلا مْهُوَ 

And those whom you call upon other than Him can neither help you, nor help . “ 197
.” themselves

;And if you call them to guidance, they do not hear . “ 198

.” and you see them looking towards you, but they do not see

Commentary : verses 197-198

The verse implies that the idols and deities of pagans are not able to help them or

defend them. They are also incapable even to help their own selves. This meaning has

been repeated here again, because in previous verse, the purpose was to premand

the idol-worshippers, while here the purpose is to discriminate between Allah (s.w.t.)
.and something which is not adorable

It seems that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) says that his Deity helps him but their

:deties help neither them nor their own selves. The verse says

And those whom you call upon other than Him can neither help you, nor help “ 
.” themselves
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The second verse indicates that if you call the idols to guidance and rectitude, they do

not hear your invitation. That is, if you call idolators to the upright religion, they do not

:hear you to follow. The verse says

; …” And if you call them to guidance, they do not hear “ 

The verse, addressing idol worshippers, implies that they have made the idols in a

shape that they gaze them, but they do not see anything. This looking, of course, is
metaphorical, since an inanimate thing cannot look at something. The verse continues

:saying

.” and you see them looking towards you, but they do not see “… 

****
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نَیِلهِاجَْلا نِعَ  ضْرِعْأَوَ  فِرْعُْلاِب  رُْمْأوَ  وَْفعَْلا  ذِخُ  - 199

.” Keep to forgiveness and enjoin kindness, and turn away from the ignorant . “ 199

Commentary : verse 199

Here, the Qur’ān, in a very short and interesting way, states the circumstances of

leadership, preaching, and guiding people. It also corresponds with the previous

verses which referred to the theme of the propagation of pagans. At first, addressing

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the verse points to three parts of the duties of leaders and

preachers. It begins telling the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not to be strict with people and

to accept their excuses; and to avoid demanding them anything beyond their ability.
:However, he should conciliate people. The verse says

 …” Keep to forgiveness “ 

The second command is that he (p.b.u.h.) should enjoin people to do good deeds and

what wisdom approves as worthy achievements, and Allah has introduced them as

:good things. The verse says

, …” and enjoin kindness “… 

In the third stage, it commands him to have patience and endurance against the

:ignorant people without having any dispute with them. The verse says

.” and turn away from the ignorant “… 

In the course of their activities, the leaders and preachers may face with some

fanatic, obstinate, ignorant and unaware persons, or some people whose level of

thought and morals are
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.very low. Such people might abuse them, accuse them, and put them into trouble

Therefore, the way of solving this difficulty is not disputing with such ignorant people.
The best way is to tolerate them with patience and ignoring these kinds of actions of

theirs. Experience has shown that this way is better to be paved for awakening the

.ignorant and quenching the fire of their anger, envy, and bigotry

****
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هِّللاِب ذْعِتَسْافَ  غٌزَْن  نِاطَْیَّشلا  نَِم  کََّنغَزَْنیَ  اَّمإِوَ 

-

 200

مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ  هَُّنإِ 

,And if a temptation from Satan afflicts you . “ 200

;then seek refuge in Allah

.” surely He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary : verse 200

There is another command in this verse which forms the fourth duty of the Islamic

leaders and preachers. They should be careful that on their way usually the satanic

temptations, in the form of social position, wealth, lust and the like of them, attract

:their attention. The command of the Qur’ān is as follows

;And if a temptation from Satan afflicts you, then seek refuge in Allah “ 

.” surely He is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

****
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اورَُّکذَتَ نِاطَْیَّشلا  نَِم  فٌِئآطَ  مْهَُّسمَ  اذَإِ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  -201

نَورُصِْبُم مهُ  اذَإِف 

نَورُصِْقُیلا َّمُث  ِّیغَْلا  یِف  مْهَُنوُّدمُیَ  مْهُُناوَخْإِو  - 202

Verily, those who keep from evil, when a visitation from Satan afflicts them they . “ 201
.become mindful

(.” Then behold, they see (aright

.” And their brethren draw them into perverseness, and they do not stop short . “ 202

Commentary : verses 201-202

Predominance upon the temptations of Satan is stated in this verse. It implies that

when the satanic temptations surround the pious ones, they remember Allah, the All-
Mighty and the Glorious, and His endless bounties, and that committing sin brings

forth some inauspicious results for them with the painful retributions of Allah. At this

time, the dark clouds of evil temptations will get apart from their hearts (minds) and

:they clearly see the path of truth, and then they choose it. The verse says

Verily, those who keep from evil, when a visitation from Satan afflicts them “ 

(.” they become mindful. Then behold, they see (aright

As the above verse points out, the pious ones can relieve themselves from the grasps

of the temptations of Satan under the light of the remembrance of Allah. But, those

who are stained with sin, and are counted as brethren of Satan, are
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captured in his net. In this regard, the second verse mentioned in the above, implies

that the brethren of Satans ceaselessly draw the immoral persons forward into

abberation and they not only do not stop doing that, but also constantly continue their

:creul attacks. The verse says

.” And their brethren draw them into perverseness, and they do not stop short “ 

Yes, Satans follow the track of the believing persons and the pious ones. They do not

.stop turning round them in order to delude them

The satanic temptations and mental suggestions go everywhere, and like microbes,
which seek for the weak bodies they also seek for those whose faiths are weak to

.influence in them

 …” when a visitation from Satan afflicts them “ … 

The temptations of Satans sometimes act from a distance. Sura Tāhā, No. 20, verse

120 says: “ But Satan whispered unto him …”. It is sometimes done through

:penetrating into men’s soul and spirit. Sura An-Nās, No. 114, verse 5 says

Who whispers into the breasts (hearts) of the people.” It sometimes works by means “ 
of companionship. Sura Az-Zukhruf, No. 43, verse 36 says: “… and he shall be his close

companion.” And, sometimes it is by means of turning round and affliction. This case is
referred to in the current verse where it says: “… when a visitation from Satan afflicts

 …”. them

It may happens that sometimes the religious scholars, trainees, and those who try to

make peace might be suspiciously visited with the purpose that a particular line of

thought be inspired upon them. Therefore, they must be careful not to incline toward

.the desires of the enemy, and they should refuge Allah
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The remembrance of Allah gives insight to man and keeps him safe from evil

:temptations. The verse says

. …” They become mindful “… 

Correct belief is very important. If a society becomes pure and pious from the point of

morals, politics, economy, and army, the communications and hauntings of satanic

.persons can not affect them

Allah takes the pious ones and the good doers under His guardianship, but the

.impious persons will be encompassed with the satanic brotherhood

 …” And their brethren “ 

The final word of the verse is that there is no finite or limitation for the way of

perversion, and Satan has no pity in casting aberration upon the believers. The verse

:says

,And their brethren draw them into perverseness “ 

.” and they do not stop short

****
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اهَتَْیبَتَجْا لاوَْل  اوُلاقَ  هٍیَاَِب  مهِِتأْتَ  مَْل  اذَإِو  - 203

یِّبرَ نِم  َّیَلإِ  یحَوُیامَ  عُِبَّتاَ  آمََّنإِ  لُْق 

نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  هٌمَحْرَوَ  يدًهُوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِم  رُِئآصََب  اذَهَ 

:And when you do not bring them a sign, they say . “ 203

? ’ Why do you not choose one ‘ 

Say: ‘ I follow only what is revealed to me from my Lord. This (Qur’ān) is insight from

 ’.” your Lord, and a guidance and a mercy for a people that believe

Commentary : verse 203

The Arabic word /’ijtibā’/ is derived from the root /jibāyat/ which originally means ‘ to

store water in a pound ’. This term is also used for ‘collecting taxes’. Therefore, any

.gathering of chosen things has been called /’ijtibā’/, in the Arabic language

It happened that, as a result of delay in revelation, the recitation was ceased for

several days. Some of the disbelievers told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) why he had not

chosen a verse to proclaim. Or, maybe the meaning of the verse is that they said why

he did not choose the miracle they had asked him to bring and that he brought

.another miracle which was not according to their taste

However, infidels are often the seekers of pretexts. They considered the verses of

the Qur’ān which were revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as some chosen material, not

.the Divine revelations

:The verse says
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:And when you do not bring them a sign, they say “ 

Why do you not choose one? ’ Say: ‘ I follow only what is revealed to me from my ‘ 
. …” Lord

A godly leader should not be affected by some pretexts or undue wants, but he must

.express his subject matter clearly and decisively

Leadership and guidance should be based upon insight. Therefore, the Qur’ān is a

Book of both mental knowledge and insight, and also a guidance of practical

movement. But only the possessors of Faith can enjoy this kind of guidance, and

those blind-hearted people who are aloof from the insight and guidance of Allah, are

.also deprived from His mercy

:The verse continues saying

,This (Qur’ān) is insight from your Lord “… 

 ’.” and a guidance and a mercy for a people that believe
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نَومُحَرُْت مْکَُّلعََل  اوُتصِْنأَوَ  هَُل  اوعُمِتَسْافَ  نُاءَرْقُْلا  ئَرُِق  اذَإِوَ  - 204

And when the Qur’ān is recited, then listen to it and be silent, so that mercy may . “ 204
.” be shown to you

Commentary : verse 204

The Islamic jurisprudents do not give decree upon the act of keeping silence to be

absolutely obligatory, except in prayer. This verse emphasizes that when the Qur’ān

is being recited, from the point of courtesy, the audience ought to keep silence and

.listen to the recitation of the verses

It happened that Hazrat Ali (a.s.) was establishing prayers and a hypocrite began

reciting the Qur’ān loudly. Ali (a.s.) kept silence and after that he continued reciting the

.rest of the Sura

.The Arabic term /’insāt/ philologically means to be silent in order to listen

Thus, the Qur’ān, which is a means of insight and mercy, should be politely listened to

:when it is being recited. The verse says

, …” And when the Qur’ān is recited, then listen to it and be silent “ 

The sound of the recitation of the Qur’ān should pass through the ears and affects on

the heart (mind). In this case the person may be shown the divine mercy to. The verse

:concludes as follows

.” so that mercy may be shown to you “… 

****
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نَیِلِفاغَْلا نَِم  نکُتَ  لاوَ  لِاصَلاَاو  ِّودُغُْلاِب  لِوْقَْلا  نَِم  رِهْجَْلا  نَودُوَ  هًفَیخِوَ  اًعُّرضَتَ  کَسِْفَن  یِف  کََّبرَ  رکُذْاوَ  - 205

;And remember your Lord within your self in humility and awe . “ 205

without being loud of voice, in the morning and the evening, and do not be of the

.” heedless ones

Commentary : verse 205

The discipline of the recitation of the Qur’ān was referred to in the previous verse.
Now, here in this verse, the discipline of the remembrance of Allah (s.w.t.) and

.supplication is dealt with

The Arabic term /’āsāl/ is the plural form of the term /’asi̅l/, which means ‘ around the

 ’. time of sunset, or evening

Some of the commentators have rendered the holy term /ŏikr/ (remembrance),
’. mentioned here in this verse, into the statutory prayers

The Qur’ān admires not only the verbal remembrance of Allah(s.w.t.), but also the

.heartily and innate remembrance of His Essence

The Lordship of Allah is permanent, then His remembrance should be maintained

:ceaselessly, too. The verse says

 …” And remember your Lord within your self “ 

That remembrance is spiritually helpful for the believers which is performed

:amorously and touchingly every morning and evening. In this concern, the verse says

; …” in humility and awe “… 
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This meaning should be noted that the divine prophets must also ceaselessly

.remember Allah, still less the others

The phrase ‘ in the morning and the evening ’ means ‘ at the beginning of an action

and at the time of making decision ’ and also when we come to a conclusion, we ought

.to remember Allah

 …” in the morning and the evening “… 

The remembrance of Allah removes negligence when it is done without any pretence

and shouting, otherwise it will become itself a kind of amusement and negligence. The

:verse says

without being loud of voice, in the morning and the evening, and do not be of the “… 
.” heedless ones

****
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هِِتدَابَعِ نْعَ  نَورُِبکْتَسْیَلاَ  کَِّبرَ  دَنعِ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  -206

نَودُجُسْیَ هَُلوَ  هَُنوحُِّبسَُیوَ 

,Verily those who are (stationed) near your Lord do not disdain to worship Him . “ 206

.” and they glorify Him and prostrate for Him

Commentary : verse 206

It is probable that the phrase “… those who are (stationed) near your Lord…”
encompasses both the angels and the pious servants of Allah who connect His

.Essence and feel themselves at His presence

Be not proud of your worship, for Allah has some angels that are always in the state of

.worshipping

 …” Verily those who are (stationed) near your Lord “ 

The worst kind of arrogance is ‘disobedience and arrogance before Allah’ by

.abandoning His worship

It is certain that an arrogant person will never reach the rank of being stationed near

to Allah. We must be humble before Allah (s.w.t.), and we ought to be attentive to His

purification, too. We must specialize our prostrations for Him alone. The verse

:continues saying

,do not disdain to worship Him “… 

.” and they glorify Him and prostrate for Him

****
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The End of Sura Al-’A‘rāf
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(Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8 (75 verses

Point

Sura Al-‘Anfāl contains seventy five verses. This Sura, has been revealed in Medina,
.(except its six verses). Its revelation occurred after the revelation of Sura Al-Baqarah

There are some lessons in this Sura concerning the history of Divine prophets and

their followers, and also the manner of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in relation with

Muslims. There are several subjects referred to in this Sura, such as: Treasury of the

Muslims, things taken as spoils of war, the Battle of Badr, the ordinances of Holy

Struggle, the night when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was decided to be snabed in his bed

and Ali (a.s.) laid in the coach of him (Laylat-ul-Mabi̅t), and the qualities of the true

.believers

Most of the verses of this Sura are about the Battle of Badr. It was the first war of

Muslims against the disbelievers. This war happened after thirteen years of Muslims’
patience. In this war they enjoyed the Divine helps and victory. That is why this Sura

 ’. has also been entitled ‘ Sura Badr

Besides stating the affairs of the Battle of Badr, some specialities of the virtuous

.soldiers against the enemies of Truth are stated in this holy Sura

 : The Virtue of Recitation of the Sura

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said: “ The one who recites Sura Al-’Anfāl and Sura Al- Barā’at

(with attention to their meanings and their warnings) every month, will he not be
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involved with hypocrisy at all and will be among the true followers of Amir-ul-
(Mu’mineen (a.s.) …” (1

****
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Sura Al-‘Anfāl

(No. 8 (75 verses in 10 Sections

Section 1: The Battle of Badr

Point

 – To obey only Allah and His Messenger – Qualities of the Believers

Promise of the Divine help in the Battle of Badr

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

مْکُِنْیَب تَاذَ  اوحُِلصْأَوَ  هَّللا  اوقَُّتافَ  لِوسَُّرلاوَ  هِّلِل  لُافَْنلاَا  لُِق  لِافَْنلاَا  نِعَ  کََنوُلاَسْیَ  -1

نَیِنِمؤُْم مُتنکُ  نإِ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  اوعُیطِأَوَ 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

They ask you about ‘ ’Anfāl ’. Say: ‘ ’Anfāl ’ belong to Allah and the Messenger; so . “ 1
be in awe of Allah, and set aright the relations between yourselves, and obey Allah

 ’.” and His Messenger if you do believe
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Commentary : verse 1

The Arabic word /su’āl/ (question) and its derivations have been mentioned about 130
times in the Qur’ān, where the Arabic phrase /yas’alūnaka/ (they ask you) is found in

.its 15 occurrences

The Arabic term /’anfāl/ is the plural form of /nafl/ with the sense of ‘ excessive’ and ‘
remission ’. A gracious man who remits very much is called in Arabic /nufil/. The

progeny which was remitted to Abraham (a.s.) has been counted as a

superervogation. The Qur’ān says: “ And We gave him Isac, and Jacob, as a further

(. gift, …” (Sura Al-’Anbiyā, No. 21, verse 72

In technical terminology of the Islamic jurisprudence, the meaning of the Arabic word

‘ ’anfāl ’ encompasses: natural resources ’ public wealths, the spoils of war, the

wealths whose owner is unknown, like a land whose owner has left it out, the

properties of the heirless deads, forests, valleys, reed-beds, unprofitable lands,
.mines, and so on

According to what the history denotes, when the Battle of Badr was ended, there

remained some spoils of war for the Muslims. The opinions were divided that what

should be done with the spoils, to whom they belonged, and who were the first that

had precedence. Then, the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) himself began dividing the spoils

of the war. He gave them to all concerning persons justly and equally in order to

remove the undue discriminations of the Age of Ignorance, and to support the

.oppressed, though some individuals were annoyed of that equality

Since the sura is wholly about the Battle of Badr, this verse refers to the spoils of war,
(. too, but it does not exclusively belong to it. (Al-Mi̅zān, the commentary
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 : Explanations

Public wealths should be in the authority of the most sacred and the most beloved - 1
.persons

; …” They ask you about ‘ ’Anfāl ’. Say: ‘ ’Anfāl ’ belong to Allah and the Messenger “ 

An Islamic system, or an Islamic government, needs an economical support, and - 2
.‘’Anfāl ’ are considered as this support

In an Islamic Community, the source of answering and stating all the public - 3
questions and economical affairs is the divine leader. In the societies before Islam,
the method of dividing spoils of war was arranged upon the basis of some undue

discriminations. Therefore, in the Battle of Badr, which was the first occasion where

the Muslims obtained some spoils of war, they asked this question from the

.(. Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

.In Islam, there are laws for everything, even for the unprofitable deserts - 4

Whatever the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) spends is around the pivot of the divine - 5
aims: “… the ’Anfāl belong to Allah and the Messenger; …”. Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “

.(. ” The share of Allah is spent under the control of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

The protection of public wealths needs purity and piety. The verse continues - 6
:saying

, …” so be in awe of Allah “… 

To observe the unity and to make peace between people are obligatory for all - 7
:believers. The Qur’ān says

, …” and set aright the relations between yourselves “ … 
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Belief not only exists in the heart, but also has an outward manifestation and - 8
:practical obedience. The verse says

 ’.” and obey Allah and His Messenger if you do believe “… 

Only taking part in fight is not the sign of Faith. Its necessary conditions are also to - 9
give up hope unto the spoils of war, and observing brotherhood and submission

.before the divine leader

.” if you do believe “… 

Some persons may pass the examination of giving soul by attending the Holy . 10
Struggle, but sometimes they fail in the trial of spending wealth, and in the trial of

division of the spoils of war as well. For, the main principal in the Holy Struggle is the

triumph of the Truth against the falsehood. Then, the question of ‘ the spoils of war ’ is
.of the secondary importance

The person who wishes and intends to improve his society, must himself be of the - 11
:pious ones

 …” So be in awe of Allah and set aright “… 

Basically, among the most important actions in Islam are reconciliation, creation of

good relation, wiping out the annoyances and enmities and changing them into

.sincerity and friendship

This subject has been taken so important in the Islamic teachings that it has been

.introduced as one of the most exalted practices

When Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) was in the bed of martyrdom, as his last

testaments to his children, he said: “Verily I heard from your ancestor, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), who said: ‘ Reconciliation is better than the kinds of recommended prayer

(and fasting ’.” (Nahj-ul-Balāqah
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Some Islamic traditions indicate that the reward of reconciliation between people is
much more than that of the recommended prayer and fasting. Imam Sādiq (a.s.) told

Mufaddal: “ If there happens a conflict between two persons of our followers, spend

(out of my wealth and produce reconciliation between them.”(1

****
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نَیذَِّلا نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  امََّنإِ  - 2

اًنامَیإِ مْهُْتدَازَ  هُُتایَاءَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تْیَِلُت  اذَإِوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  تْلَجِوَ  هُّللا  رَکِذُ  اذَإِ 

نَوُلَّکوَتَیَ مْهِِّبرَ  یلعَوَ 

نَوقُفِْنُی مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِموَ  هَلاََّصلا  نَومُیقُِی  نَیذَِّلا  - 3

,Verily believers are only those who, when Allah is mentiond, their hearts quake . “ 2

,and when His Signs are recited to them

,it increases them in faith

.” and in their Lord (alone) do they trust

Those who keep up prayer, and spend (benevolently) out of what We have . “ 3
.” provided them

Commentary : verses 2-3

The true believers are those who are in owe of Allah (s.w.t.) because of His

glorification and veneration. That is, when the speech is delivered upon Allah’s justice,
retribution, and power, they dread, and when the speech is about His bounties,
kindnesses, graces, and rewards, they feel peace in themselves; as the Qur’ān says:
“… now surely by Allah’s remembrance are the hearts set at rest.” (Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No.
13, verse 28). Thus, there is no contrast between these two verses, because fear

relates to the remembrance of Allah’s retribution and peace, but peace and rest

relates to the remembrance of Allah’s forgiveness and kindness. Moreover, whenever

a believer remembers the Divine bounties and forgiveness of Allah, he
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obtains a favourable opinion and he rests, but when he remembers his own sins, he

:becomes inconvenient and anxious. The verse says

, …” Verily believers are only those who, when Allah is mentiond, their hearts quake “ 

The Arabic term /wajila/ means ‘ to fear, apprehend ’ which is accompanied with

.sadness

:Then the verse continues saying

, …” and when His Signs are recited to them, it increases them in faith “… 

.In that circumstance, their faith and their certainty will be increased

.” and in their Lord (alone) do they trust “…

Such people trust in Allah in any conditions and they rely on Him for the affairs of their

.lives

****

Again, believers are those who establish prayer (which is the manifestation of the

relation with Allah) and spend in charity and benevolently out of what Allah has given

.them as their sustenance

The phrase ‘ they keep up prayer ’ mentioned in the verse, instead of saying ‘ they

recite prayer ’, points to this fact that not only they themselves keep up prayer but

also they behave so that this firm relation with Allah will be kept always and

:everywhere. Here is the verse

Those who keep up prayer, and spend (benevolently) out of what We have provided “ 
.” them

****
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هٌرَفِْغمَوَ مْهِِّبرَ  دَنعِ  تٌاجَرَدَ  مْهَُل  اًقّحَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْا  -4

مٌیرِکَ قٌزْرِوَ 

,These are the believers in truth; they have ranks with their Lord, and forgiveness . “ 4

.” and a noble sustenance

Commentary : verse 4

Allah, the Exalted, implies that those who have such qualities are indeed eligible to be

:called ‘ believers ’. The verse says

,These are the believers in truth; they have ranks with their Lord “ 

.” and forgiveness, and a noble sustenance

That is, these persons have some high ranks and degrees of honour in Heaven, and

the Lord will provide them with His forgiveness and a great and permanent

sustenance. That is why some commentators have said that ‘ a noble sustenance ’
means a permanent sustenance which is vast and pure, and is given them without

.any reproach. In Hereafter, this noble sustenance will be the eternal Heaven

By the way, it should be said that these qualities belong to some distinguished and

notable believers, not to the totality of the believers. As if it wants to say that the

distinguished and chosen believers are those who have these qualities. Thus, there is
no problem that believing persons be equal from the point of Faith, but different from

the point of worship. The evidence of this meaning is that the heartily fear is not
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enjoined, but it is recommended. The prayer and spending out of sustenance,
mentioned in the previous holy verse, are irrespective of the obligatory and

recommended ones. Then, it is clear that the verses refer to some distinguished and

.chosen believers, not to all of the believers

However, Faith should be accompanied with love and piety; and a humble heart is the

source of vertues. It is the heart which trembles and quakes first, and, thereafter, the

.increase of Faith, keeping up prayer and trusting in Allah come forth

****
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نَوهُرِاکََل نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  اًقیرِفَ  َّنإِوَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  کَِتْیَب  نِم  کَُّبرَ  کَجَرَخْاَ  آمَکَ   - 5

Just as your Lord caused you to go forth from your house with the truth, though a . “ 5
(.” party of the believers were certainly averse (to it

Commentary : verse 5

As the scarcity of forces and possibilities caused some early Muslims to feel difficult

and heavy to go to Holy War against the enemy, dividing the spoils of the Battle of

Badr was heavy, too. These annoyances pass away, of course. The Messenger of

Allah, however, must think of the real interests and the fulfilment of Allah’s command,
.else, the dislike of this and that always exists

:The verse says

Just as your Lord caused you to go forth from your house with the truth, though a “ 
(.” party of the believers were certainly averse (to it

****
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تِوْمَْلا یَلإِ  نَوُقاسُی  امَّنأَکَ  نََّیبَتَ  ام  دَْعَب  ِّقحَْلا  یِف  کََنوُلدِاجَُی  - 6

نَورظُْنیَ مْهُوَ 

They dispute with you about the truth after it became clear, as if they see they are . “ 6
. ” being driven unto death

Commentary : verse 6

The dispute of a group of Muslims with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was alongside the Battle

of Badr. They said that since they had not enough possibilities and troops, they could

go out for taking possession of the properties of the merchants of Quraysh, not for

fighting against the forces of Quraysh. Some of them delivered some reasons for the

lack of conflict, while some others, like Miqdād, said that they would not treat like the

people of Moses (a.s.), sitting and saying that you go for fighting, but they themselves

were fighters and whatever the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) commanded they would accept. But,
in this course, the coward persons, who were not ready to fight, disputed with the

.(. Prophet (p.b.u.h

However, not the whole companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were just and obedient

:to the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), as the verse says

, …” They dispute with you about the truth after it became clear “ 

In order to flee from taking part in fight, always the coward and self-indulgent

.persons attack to dispute and justification, and they seek for excuses

Therefore, if the spirits end motives are not safe and sound, the march of such

:soldiers towards fight is not more than carrying corpse. The verse says

.” as if they see they are being driven unto death “… 
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عَطَْقیَوَ هِِتامَِلکَِب  َّقحَْلا  َّقحُِی  نأَ  هُّللا  دُـیرُِیوَ  مْکَُل  نُوکُتَ  هِکَوَّْشلا  تِاذَ  رَْیغَ  َّناَ  نَوُّدوَتَوَ  مْکَُل  اهََّناَ  نِْیتَفَِئآَّطلا  يدَحـْإِ  هُّللا  مُکُدُـعِیَ  ذْإِو  - 7
نَیرِِفاکَْلا رَِبادَ 

,And (remember) when Allah promised you one of the two parties should be yours . “ 7

;and you loved that the one unarmed should be yours

.” but Allah desires to verify the truth by His words and to cut off the roots of infidels

Commentary : verse 7

The Arabic term /šaukat/ means ‘ thorn and bayonet ’, and it is the symbol of an

armed group. The objective of the Qur’ānic phrase /qayra ŏāti-sh-šaukat/ is the very

:unarmed merchants. The verse says

,And (remember) when Allah promised you one of the two parties should be yours “ 

; …” and you loved that the one unarmed should be yours

It happened that once ’Abūsufyān, as the chief of a commercial caravan, set out to

travel. Before that, the pagans of Mecca had confiscated the properties of the

immigrant Muslims. So in order to weaken the power of the pagans and to

recompense that transgression, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) made some Muslims prepared

to attack the commercial caravan. ’Abūsufyān was informed of the matter and

immediately made
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the people of Mecca aware of it. There were gathered about one thousand equipped

fighters to defend that commercial group which consisted of forty people. In the

desert, at a place located between Mecca and Medina, three groups met face to face,
( Muslims, the pagan troops, and the merchants). In spite of the fact that Muslims had

not come out with the aim of fighting and they had not any martial equipments with

them, but Allah assisted them with some unseen helps and, finally, the Muslims won

the battle. In the Battle of Badr, which occurred on seventeenth of Ramadān in the

second year of Hijrat, the number of Muslims was 313 strivers while the number of

pagans was thrice as much they were, where Abūjahl and seventy other pagans were

.killed, and, also, seventy pagans, together with him, were taken as captives

Thus, sometimes the Divine Will may be fulfilled by the hands of the believers, and the

fact is that the remembrance of the divine helps can be a factor in strengthening the

.Faith

We must also know that the victory of the truth over falsehood is more magnificent

than the economical income, and triumph is not only that which comes forth with

some fighters and war-equipments, the main factor is Allah’s Will. So, the aim of Holy

Struggle in Islam is the manifestation of the truth and destruction of falsehood. And, it
also should be known that the manifestation of the truth can be done by means of the

Divine Statements, the Divine saints, and Allah’s laws, agents and ways of treatment.
Therefore, victory and honour may be obtained under the shade of Holy Struggle and

self-sacrifice, not with political discussions and collusions which are performed by the

:help of deceits and trickeries. The verse says

.but Allah desires to verify the truth by His words and to cut off the roots of infidels “… 
”
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نَوُمرِجْ - مُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  لَطِابَْلا  لَطِْبُیوَ  َّقحَْلا  َّقحُِیِل  - 8

That He might verify the truth and bring vanity to naught, though the guilty were . “ 8
(.” averse (to it

Commentary : verse 8

This verse works as the most important encouragement for Muslims. The Divine

promises are not for the sake of personal material intersests of the individuals, but

they have been decreed for the verification of the truth and the destruction of

:falsehood. The verse says

, …” That He might verify the truth and bring vanity to naught “ 

You should not think of the hate and the wrath of the disbelieving enemy. Allah will

:verify His Will, although the sinners do not like it. The verse says

(.” though the guilty were averse (to it “… 

****
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مْکُُّدمُِم یِّناَ  مْکَُل  بَاجَتَسْافَ  مْکَُّبرَ  نَوُثیغِتَسْتَ  ذْإِ  -9

نَیِفدِرُْم هِکَِئلآَمَْلا  نَِم   ٍ فْلاَِب

,Remember) when you were calling upon your Lord for succour . “ ) 9

and He answered you (saying): ‘ I shall assist you with a thousand of the angels

 ’.” following one another

Commentary : verse 9

The Qur’ānic term /murdif/, mentioned at the end of the verse, is derived from the

Arabic term /’irdāf/ in the sense of

row ’, and ‘ following one after another ’. Here in this verse, it means that these helps ‘ 
are continued. These very helps are also referred to in Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, verse 124 as ‘
three thousand of angels ’ and in its following verse, the words about the Divine help

are said: “ with five thousand of angels distinguished ”. Perhaps, these divine helps

had been bestowed upon them because of their perseverance. That is, the more

.Muslims persevered in that Battle, the more unseen helps were added for them

As it was said before, (verse 7 of the current Sura), the number of Muslim strivers in
the Battle of Badr was one third of that of pagans. Moreover, their war-equipments as

well as their spiritual preparation was very little. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah

(p.b.u.h.) invoked, saying: “ O’ Allah! do manifest whatever You promised me. O’ Allah!
.” if this group (of Muslims) be killed, You will not be worshipped in the earth
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:Explanations

:This holy verse attracts our attention to several points as follows

:Allah (s.w.t.) is the key of answering supplications. The verse says - 1

Remember) when you were calling upon your Lord for succour, and He answered “ )
 …” you

Allah may remit without any invocation, but invocation is one training way out of - 2
.divine ways

The supplications and invocations which are offered by strivers in the midst of - 3
.battlefields are effective, because their invocations will be answered

Do not forget the days of affliction and the helps of Allah (s.w.t.), since, the - 4
remembrance of Allah’s bounties elevates the spirit of thanksgiving in man. The verse

:concludes

 ’.” saying): ‘ I shall assist you with a thousand of the angels following one another “… )

****
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مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  هِّللا  دِنعِ  نِْم  َّلاإِ  رُصَّْنلا  امَوَ  مْکُُبوُلُق  هِِب  َّنِئمَطْتَِلوَ  يرَشُْب  َّلاإِ  هُّللا  هُلَعَجَ  امَوَ  - 10

And Allah did not appoint it, save as good tidings and that your hearts thereby . “ 10
;might be at rest

.” and no victory is there save from Allah, surely Allah is the Mighty the Wise

Commentary : verse 10

The descent of the assisting angels for helping the believers has been repeatedly

mentioned in the Qur’ān. Even at the time of death and giving soul, Allah sends an

angel to protect the believers from the satanic temptations by inspiring the Truth to

.them

There are two kinds of inspiration in the creation of Allah. One of them is from the side

of Allah’s angels, which inspires calmness, like the current Sura, verse 12, which says: “
(And remember) when your Lord revealed unto the angels, (saying): ‘ Verily I am with

you, so confirm those who believe. I will cast fear into the hearts of those who

disbelieve. …’ ”. Another kind is the inspiration of dread which is done by Satan. For

example, the Qur’ān syas: “ It is only Satan that causes his friends to fear; …” (Sura

(. ‘Āl-i-Imrān, No. 3, verse 175

 : Explanation

The assisting angels came down to increase spiritualities of the believers, not to

:destroy the pagans. The verse says
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 …” And Allah did not appoint it, save as good tidings “ 

Historically, it is clear who was killed and who was the killer of the slaughtered, but, in)
the Battle of Badr, the majority of the slaughtered among the pagans were killed by

.(. the sword of Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s

The victory of the believers in the Battle of Badr was obtained neither as a result of

their originative faculty and martial design, nor for their arms, nor because of the

:angels, but it was only from the side of Allah. The verse says

and that your hearts “… 

thereby might be at rest; and no victory is there save from Allah, surely Allah is the

.” Mighty the Wise

****
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Section 2: The Battle of Badr

Point

Believers blessed and strengthened by Allah’s help in the fight – Believers warned

 – against turning their backs in the fight

 – Allah’s Wrath for those who turn their back against the enemy

.Allah’s warning to the infidels against their further attack

مْکُِبوُـلُق یلَعَ  طَِـبرْیَِلوَ  نِاطـَْیَّشلا  زَجْرِ  مْکُنعَ  بَهِذُْـیوَ  هِِب  مکُرَِّهطَُیِل  ءًآمـَ  ءِآمـََّسلا  نَِم  مکُْیلَعَ  لُِّزنَُیوَ  هُْنِم  هًنَمَاَ  سَاعـَُّنلا  مُکـُیِّشغَُی  ذْإِ  - 11
مَادَْقلاَا هِِب  تَِّبثَُیوَ 

Remember) when He made the slumber fall upon you as a security from Him and -) 11
sent down

water from the sky upon you to purify you with it and take away from you the

,uncleanness of Satan and to fortify your hearts

.and to steady (your) footsteps thereby

Commentary: verse 11

When the Battle of Badr occurred, at first the wells of drinking water were under the

control of the enemy and the Muslims were terrified. After that, it rained and the land

under their feet became firm so that they would not slip, and it caused them to be

.encouraged
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Maybe, the purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase:“ to steady (your) footsteps” is the very

.‘perseverance ’ , not to steady feet on the land drenched by rain

During the war, the ability of having a slumber for a striver is a great bounty of Allah.
It both removes the occasional fatigue and does not let the enemy have the

.opportunity of a night attack

By the help of Allah’s Will, it is also possible for a striver to have a calm-giving sleep

while confronting the mass of armed enemies. But, if He dose not please, there will

not be a comfortable sleep possible in the best gardens either, or the sleep may not

.be a calm-giving one

****

p: 212

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3530 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


قِانَعْلاَا قَوْفَ  اوُبرِضْافَ  بَعُّْرلا  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  بِوُلُق  یِف  یقِْلأُسَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اوُتِّبثَفَ  مْکُعَمَ  یِّناَ  هِکَِئلآمَْلا  یَلإِ  کَُّبرَ  یحِوُی  ذْإِ  - 12

نٍانََب َّلکُ  مْهُْنِم  اوُبرِضْاوَ 

And remember) when your Lord revealed unto the angels, (saying): ‘ Verily I am . “ ) 12
.with you, so confirm those who believe

.Soon I will cast fear into the hearts of those who disbelieve

’.” Therefore smite above the necks, and smite every finger of them

Commentary : verse 12

One of other divine bounties upon the Muslim strivers in the Battle of Badr was the

horror that Allah cast into the hearts of the pagan enemies and terribly weakened

:their spirits. In this regard, the verse says

And remember) when your Lord revealed unto the angels, (saying): ‘ Verily I am with “ )
,you

. …” so confirm those who believe

Allah said that soon He would cast fear and horror into the hearts of the infidels. The

:verse says

. …” Soon I will cast fear into the hearts of those who disbelieve “…

This fact was truely wonderful that the powerful troops of Quraysh were so

frightened that some of them were in terrible horror to combat with the small number

.of Muslim strugglers in the Battle
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Then the verse reminds them the command that He had ordained upon the Muslims in
the battle-field of the Battle of Badr by the way of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The

command was that, at the time of fighting against those pagans, they should avoid

striking some uneffective blows and not to spend their strength in that state, but they

should smite severely upon the entity of the opposite party, upon above their necks;

:that is, upon their brains and heads. The verse says

,…” Therefore smite above the necks “…

And, by smiting their fingers, they should cause the enemies’ hands and feet to

:become inactive. The holy verse continues saying

’.” and smite every finger of them “…

****
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هَُلوسُرَوَ هَّللا  قِِقاشَُی  نمَوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  اوُّقآشَ  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِلذَ  - 13

بِاقَعِْلا دُیدِشَ  هَّللا  َّنإِفَ 

رِاَّنلا بَاذَعَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلِل  َّنأَوَ  هُوُقوذُفَ  مْکُِلذَ  - 14

;That is because they opposed Allah and His Messenger . “ 13

,and whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger

.” then verily Allah is severe in retribution

,That (is your award), therefore taste it . “ 14

.” and (know) that for the disbelievers is the chastisement of the (Hell) Fire

Commentary : verses 13-14

They were deserving of that punishment so that their heads and their fingers should

be smited, because they had raised to fight against Allah (s.w.t.) and His Messenger

:(p.b.u.h.). The verse says

That is because they opposed Allah and “ 

; …” His Messenger

Then, the holy verse threatens the opponents of Allah and His Messenger, when it

:says

and whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger, then verily Allah is severe in “… 
.” retribution

Those who stand to fight against Allah and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.), will be destroyed

.in the world and, in Hereafter, they will abide in an eternal and severe chastisement

****
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Through the second verse, the Qur’ān says Allah has provided the punishment of

:destruction and captivity for them to taste in this world. The verse says

, …” That (is your award), therefore taste it “ 

That is, this is the decree of Allah. Then, they should examine the taste of the decree

of Allah in this world, and know that in other world both they and the totality of infidels

:will be involved with the divine painful punishment. The verse says

and (know) that for the “… 

.” disbelievers is the chastisement of the (Hell) Fire

****
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اًفحْزَ اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُُتیقَِل  اذَإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 15

رَاَبدْلاَا مُهُوُّلوَُت  لافَ 

,O’ you who have Faith! when you meet those who disbelieve (to attack) in battle . “ 15

.” then do not turn your backs to them

Commentary : verse 15

The Arabic word /zahf/ means: ‘ to crawl, creep ’ and ‘ to drug on the ground ’. Since

the movement and advance of a large army from the distance seems that it crawls

.and proceeds, it is called such

The abundance of the forces of the enemy cannot be taken as an allowance to flee

.from the battle-field

:The verse says

,O’ you who have Faith! when you meet those who disbelieve (to attack) in battle “ 

.” then do not turn your backs to them

Imam Ridā (a.s.), upon the philosophy of the banning of escape (from the battle-field),
in a tradition has said: “ Flight is the weakness of religion, contempt of the leader of

the Truth, encouraging the enemy, and wiping out the school of law.” (Recorded in

(. Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Among the advantages that Ali-ibn-Abi̅tālib (a.s.) had, and to which as an example he

himself sometimes referred, was the very matter of flight from the battle-field. He

:has said

Verily I have never fleed from (the abundance of enemy in) any battle (although I “ 
have participated in many battle-fields), and none combated me save that I satiated

.” the earth from his blood
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مَُّنهَجَ هُاوَأْمَوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  بٍضَغَِب  ءَآَب  دْقَفَ  هٍئَِف  یَلإِ  اًزِّیحَتَُم  وْأَ  لٍاتَقِِل  اًفِّرحَتَُم  َّلاإِ  هُرَُبدُ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  مْهِِّلوَُی  نمَوَ  - 16

رُیصِمَْلا سَْئِبوَ 

,And whoever turns his back to them on that day . “ 16

unless withdrawing to fight again or removing to join another troop, he has incurred

,wrath from Allah

;and his abode is Hell

.” and an evil destination it is

Commentary : verse 16

In Islam, it is unlawful to flee from battle-fields, but there are two exceptions

mentioned in this verse for it. One of them is that the escape is done with the purpose

of renewing the equipments and the situation; and the second is to remove in order to

.join another group of Muslims, so that they attack wholly with together

In some commentary books, there have also been mentioned some other instances.
For example: flight with the aim of giving information to Muslims, or protecting some

more important intrenchments. (narrated from the Commentary of Fi-Zilāl-il-Qur’ān).
.These examples are also some extentions of the first aspect

The Arabic term /mutuharrifan/, mentioned in the verse, is derived from /harrafa/ (to

pervert), and means ‘ one who turns aside ’ in order to make the enemy tired and to

.pervert him and, then, to strike
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The Qur’ānic word /mutuhayyizan/, also mentioned in this verse, means: ‘ one who

goes aside ’ in order to join to another group of Muslim strivers when the striver feels

.lonely and is unable to continue fighting

However, flight from the battle-field is one of the great sins for which Allah has

.warned His wrath and punishment

:The verse says

,And whoever turns his back to them on that day “ 

,unless withdrawing to fight again or removing to join another troop

;he has incurred wrath from Allah, and his abode is Hell

.” and an evil destination it is

****
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تَْیمَرَ ذْإِ  تَْیمَرَ  امَوَ  مْهُلَتَقَ  هَّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  مْهُوُلُتْقتَ  مْلَفَ  - 17

یمَرَ هَّللا  َّنکَِلوَ 

اًنسَحَ ءًلآَب  هُْنِم  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یَِلْبُیِلوَ 

مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ 

You did not slay them, but Allah slew them; and you (O’ Muhammad) did not . “ 17
,throw when you did throw, but Allah threw

that He might test the believers by a gracious trial from Himself. Verily Allah is All-
.” Hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary : verse 17

In order that Muslims might not be proud of the victory in the Battle of Badr and that

they would not rely on their own bodily power alone, but they should make their minds

and spirits clear and encouraged with the remembrance of Allah and His helps, the

:Qur’ān says

; …” You did not slay them, but Allah slew them “ 

Then, it addresses the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) saying that it was not he who threw dust

and sand unto the faces of them in that battle, but Allah (s.w.t.) threw. The verse

:immediately after that continues saying

,and you (O’ Muhammad) did not throw when you did throw, but Allah threw “… 

In the continuation of the verse, the Qur’ān points to another important matter. The

fact is that the battle-field in the

p: 220

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3538 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Battle of Badr was a trial place for Muslims from the side of Allah. The verse says

. …” that He might test the believers by a gracious trial from Himself “… 

:Then, the verse is concluded with this holy phrase

.” Verily Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing “…

That is, Allah has heard the invocations of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the believers, and

He was aware of the truthfulness of their intention and of their sincerity. That was

why that He bestowed His grace upon all of them and made them victorious over their

enemy. In future, too, Allah (s.w.t.) will treat Muslim believers according to the

.intention and standard of the sincerity and level of perseverance that they will show

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلا دِْیکَ  نُهِوُم  هَّللا  َّنأَوَ  مْکُِلذَ  - 18

That (was the grace of Allah) for you, and that Allah weakens the plan of . “ 18
.” disbelievers

Commentary : verse 18

The beginning word of the verse /ŏālikum/ (that) points to the situation of the Muslims

in the circumstances of the Battle of Badr. It reminds them the divine helps, which

were sent from heaven to the earth, and the honour and victory bestowed upon the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). As if, the holy verse would have said: ‘ That was the grace

:of Allah upon you ’. The verse says

, …” That (was the grace of Allah) for you “ 

Thus, if the strivers act according to their duty in battle-fields against the enemy, and

obey the divine leader, Allah will also nullify the enemy’s plots against them. The verse

:continues saying

.” and that Allah weakens the plan of disbelievers “… 

****
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مْکَُل رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  اوهُتَنتَ  نإِوَ  حُْتفَْلا  مُکُءَآجَ  دْقَفَ  اوحُِتْفتَسْتَ  نإِ  - 19

تْرَُثکَ وَْلوَ  اًئْیشَ  مْکُُتئَِف  مْکُنعَ  یَِنْغُت  نَلوَ  دْعَُن  اودُوعُتَ  نإِوَ 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّناَو 

,O’ infidels! ) If (Islam’s) victory you are seeking . “ ) 19

.the victory has already come upon you, and if you desist, it will be better for you

But if you return, We (too) shall return, and your forces shall avail you nothing though

,they maybe many

.” and (know) that Allah is with the believers

Commentary : verse 19

The addressee of this verse may be either the pagans who were defeated in the

Battle of Badr, or the Muslims who disputed upon the division of the spoils of war. The

evidence for the first meaning is the connection of this verse with the previous one

which says: “… and that Allah weakens the plan of disbelievers:” Also, it was the

expression of ’Abūjah, the commander of pagan troops, which he uttered when he

was going to come out of Mecca. He held the curtain of Ka‘ba, and said: “ O’ God!
make victorious of these two groups the one that is more guided.” When he said this

.sentence, he was sure of his own victory, but later he defeated

And, if it addresses the Muslims, it is a warning to them, saying that after that victory

they would leave out their protests. Therefore, if they had returned to their murmurs

and protests, Allah would have also withheld His grace from them
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.again. In that case, the enemies would be delivered and overcome them

However, Allah’s wrath and grace depend on our choice and our treatment. Allah has

completed the argument and has shut all the doors of seeking excuses and pretexts.
:The verse says

O’ infidels! ) If (Islam’s) victory you are seeking, the victory has already come “ )

. …” upon you, and if you desist, it will be better for you

The largeness of population has no role or function before Allah’s wrath, and certainly

.Allah is with the believers

:The verse says

But if you return, We (too) shall return, and your forces shall avail you nothing “… 
.” though they maybe many, and (know) that Allah is with the believers

****
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Section 3: Obedience to Allah and His Messenger

Point

 – Obedience to Allah and His Messenger enjoined – Warning against Allah’s Wrath

 – Allah’s presence between man and his intentions

To be faithful to trusts –Not to be infatuated with wealth and children for they are only

.temptations

نَوعُمَسْتَ مُْتْنأَوَ  هُْنعَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  لاوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  اوعُیطِأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 20

نَوعُمَسْیَلا مْهُوَ  انَْعمِسَ  اوُلاقَ  نَیذَِّلاکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  لاوَ  - 21

O’ you who have Faith! Obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not turn away from . “ 20
(.” him while you hear (him

 ’, And be not like those who say: ‘ We heard . “ 21

(.” but they do not hear (indeed

Commentary : verses 20-21

In the Qur’ān thoroughly, the commandment of the obedience from the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) has occurred next to the obedience from Allah. In eleven occurrences

the term /’ati‘ūn/ (do obey) has been mentioned after the Qur’ānic phrase: “ Be in awe

 ”. of Allah

In this verse, although both the obedience from Allah and the obedience from the

Messenger are referred to, the objective is the disobedience from the Messenger,
(not from
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.Allah), specially in the Battle of Badr and his commands concerning the military affairs

Therefore, for the continuation of the order of the truth, people should always be

:recommended to be obedient unto the Divine leader. The verse says

O’ you who have Faith! Obey Allah and “ 

, …” His Messenger

It should also be known that leaving the obedience from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is the

:disobedience from Allah. The verse continues saying

(.” and do not turn away from him while you hear (him “…

****

In this obedience, the obedience from the Divine leader, truthfulness is the necessary

condition, and only the act of

:hearing ’ is not enough. The verse says ‘ 

(. ” And be not like those who say: ‘ We heard ’, but they do not hear (indeed “ 

****
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نَوُلقِْعیَلا نَیذَِّلا  مُکُْبْلا  ُّمُّصلا  هِّللا  دَنعِ  ِّبآوََّدلا  َّرشَ  َّنإِ  - 22

Verily the worst of animals in the sight of Allah are the deaf, the dumb, who do not . “ 22
.” understand

Commentary : verse 22

The Arabic term /summ/, mentioned in the verse, is the plural form of /asamm/ which

means ‘ deaf ’; and the Qur’ānic term /bukm/ is the plural form of /’abkam/ which

 ’. philologically means ‘ dumb

Those who do not accept the teachings of divine prophets are differntly defined in the

.Qur’ān

Sometimes they are resembled to the dead, as it is recited in its two occurrences: “
Surely you do not make the dead to hear,…” (Sura Ar-Room, No. 30, verse 52); and

((Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 80

Sometimes they are resembled to beasts: “… and eat as the beasts eat, …”. (Sura

(Muhammad, No. 47, verse 12

Sometimes they are introduced worse than the beasts, as the Qur’ān says: “… they

(are as cattle, rather they are more astray. …” (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 179

Sometimes they are considered as the worst creatures, as the verse under discussion

:says

 …” Verily the worst of animals in the sight of Allah “ 

Since ‘ the statements ’ which are not fulfilled accordingly and ‘ the hearings ’ which

are uneffective in action are counted one of the greatest afflictions of the human

societies, which can be the origin of kinds of misfortunes, again the Qur’ān

emphasizes on this subject once more in this very verse, and in
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:a delicate and nice statement, it follows that meaning by saying

,Verily the worst of animals in the sight of Allah are the deaf, the dumb “ 

.” who do not understand

Also, in view of the fact that the Qur’ān is the Book of practice, and not merely a

ceremonial book, thoroughly it lays emphasis on the consequences of deeds. In this

verse, too, those who have safe ears but they do not pave the way of hearkening to

the revelations of Allah, and do not follow the words of truth and the programs which

lead to happiness, are considered as earless persons. And, those who have a sound

tongue but keep silence when they should defend the truth are considered as some

deaf and dumb persons. Such people neither struggle against injustice and mischief,
nor do they lead the ignorant, nor do they enjoin what is right and forbid what is

wrong, nor do they invite others to the way of truth, but they apply this great bounty

of Allah in the way of idle talks, backbitings, flatteries before the possessors of wealth

and power, or they often make use of it for perverting the right and strengthening the

.falsehood

The Qur’ān counts those who have the bounties of intellect, talent, and capability, but

.do not contemplate properly, as some mad ones

****
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اوَّْلوَتََل مْهُعَمَسْأَ  وَْلوَ  مْهُعَمَسْلاََ  اًرْیخَ  مْهِیِف  هُّللا  مَِلعَ  وَْلوَ  - 23

نَوضُرِْعُم مْهُوَ 

;And if Allah had known any good in them, He would have made them hear . “ 23

.” and (even) if He had made them hear, they would have turned away, swerving aside

Commentary : verse 23

Obstinate persons are divided into several groups. Some of them are not ready even

to listen to the truth. The revetation about them is recited: “ And those who

(disbelieved said: Do not listen to this Qur’ān …”. (Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 26

.Some of these obstinate persons listen and understand it, but they distort it

Some others have not the ability of discrimination because of their innate extra

:attachments, envies, enmities and callousnesses. The verse says

And if Allah had known any good in them He would have made them hear; and “ 
(even) if He had

.” made them hear, they would have turned away,swerving aside

.Therefore, we must seek for the faculties of enjoying of Allah’s grace in ourselves

****
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لِوسَُّرلِلوَ هِّلِل  اوُبیجِتَسْا  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 24

مْکُیِیحُْی امَِل  مْکُاعَدَ  اذَإِ 

هِِبْلقَوَ ءِرْمَْلا  نَْیَب  لُوحُیَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ 

نَورُشَحُْت هِْیَلإِ  هََُّناَوَ 

O you who have Faith! Answer Allah and the Messenger when he invites you to . “ 24
that which gives you life, and know that Allah intervenes between a man and his

,heart

.” and that unto Him you shall be gathered

Commentary : verse 24

:There are different kinds of life

Vegetal life: “…Allah gives life to the earth after its death; …” Sura Al-Hadi̅d, No. 57,-1
verse 17

Animal life: “…the giver of life to the dead…” Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 39-2

Mental life: “…who was dead then We raised him to life…” Sura Al-‘An‘ām, No. 6,-3
verse 122

Eternal life: “…O! would that I had sent before for (this) my life! ” Sura Al-Fajr, No. 89,-4
(verse 24

The purpose of the life, which comes into being by the acceptance of the invitation of

prophets, is not the animal life, since without the effects and affluence of prophets

this sort of life exists, too. Then, the objective of this life is the mental, intellectual, and

.spiritual life
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The phrase: ‘ Allah intervenes between a man and his heart ’ indicates that Allah is

aware and presents everywhere, and He encompasses everything so that He is

closer to us than our jugular vein is. All bounties and successes belong to Him, and the

.activities of intellect and soul are under His authority, too

However, the acceptance of the Prophet’s invitation is the same as the acceptance of

Allah’s invitation; and the real life of man lies in Faith and righteous deed, to which

.prophets have invited, too

:The verse says

O you have Faith! Answer Allah and the Messenger when he invites you to that which “ 
, …” gives you life

The ordinances of Islam gives spiritual life to the believers, the same as some

.medicine or surgery can be life-giving to a sick person

Going alongside the way of Allah (s.w.t.) and divine prophets (a.s.) is the real life, while

.abandoning it is the death of humanity

According to the Islamic literatures, one of the aspects of goodly life is the acceptance

of the call of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) to the subject of mastership of Ali-ibn-
Abitālib (a.s.) and his Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.). (Recorded in Tafsi̅r-i-Furqān, by Manāqib

(Tarmathy

He who believes in Allah’s omnipresence and omnipotence does not disobey the

invitation of prophets. Therefore, as long as you are alive and you have respite,
embrace the Truth. (According to this interpretation, the phrase ‘…Allah intervenes

.( between a man and his heart ’, metaphorically, means death
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, …” and know that Allah intervenes between a man and his heart “… 

Among the aspects of the phrase: ‘ Allah intervenes between a man and his heart ’
there are: the effacement of infidelity and confirming Faith, the effacement of

negligence and doubt and confirming recollection and certainty. (This meaning is

.(( recorded in Tafsi̅r-i-Furqān, narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s

All of you will be gathered on the Resurrection Day, then do respond to the invitation

:of prophets positively. The verse ends as follows

.” and that unto Him you shall be gathered “… 

****
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اومُلَعْاوَ هًَّصآخَ  مْکُنِم  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنبَیصُِتلا  هًنَْتِف  اوقَُّتاوَ  - 25

بِاقَعِْلا دُیدِشَ  هَّللا  َّنأَ 

And keep from the evil of an affliction which shall not smite in particular those of . “ 25
you who committed injustice (but all of you); and know that Allah is severe in

.” retribution

Commentary : verse 25

The content of the previous verse was upon the acceptance of the Prophet’s
invitation to ‘ the goodly life ’. Here, in this verse, the Qur’ān says if you do not accept

his invitation you will be involved with an affliction whose fire encompasses everyone.
:The verse says

And keep from the evil of an affliction which shall not smite in particular “ 

(; …” those of you who committed injustice (but all of you

The Arabic term /fitnah/ has been applied in the sense of idolatry, infidelity, trial,
.torture, and so on

The former verse ordained to the obedience from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), while here, in
this verse, the command is unto ‘ being in awe of an affliction ’. It is understood that

the lack of obedience from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is ‘affliction’. Thus the concept of the

verse is the same concept as the Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 103, which is recited: “
And hold fast by the cord of Allah all together, and do not separate, …” (Al-Mi̅zān, the

(. Commentary

p: 233

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3551 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Mischief and indecency destroys the entity of a system, and its damage reaches

everybody. One of the examples of this meaning was the mischief of the rulers of

Umayyads. They put aside the mastership of ‘ the leader of the truth ’ and,
.consequently, they set the Muslims into abasement for centuries

:When this verse was revealed, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

Whoever transgresses in Ali’s vicegerency after my death, it is as if he has denied “ 
my messengership and the prophethood of the prophets before me.” (Furqān,

(. narrated from Shawāhid-ut-Tanzi̅l, by Huskāni̅, vol. 1, p. 206

Thus, the members of a society, besides their own duties, should feel responsibility

for the deeds of others, since the reflections of everybody’s evil actions may afflict

the surrounding people, too. It is similar to the person who is inside a ship and makes

.a hole in it. By his action, he causes that all the people in the ship to be drowned

Therefore, neither you yourself make a mischief, nor adhere with the mischief

makers, nor be silent when they make mischief: “ And keep from the evil of an

affliction ”; and do know that being in awe of the evil of affliction is ‘awareness’, not ‘
 ’. resignation

We must be aware not to be involved with the evil afflictions and disturbances when

they come forth. Ali (a.s.) says: “ During evil disturbances be like an adolescent camel

(who has neither a back strong enough for riding nor udders for milking.” (1
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The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition has said: “ When seditions appear among the

(community, be with Ali, although he is alone.” (1

****
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تِابَِّیَّطلا نَِم  مکُقَزَرَوَ  هِرِصْنَِب  مکُدََّیأَوَ  مْکُاوَاَفَ  سُاَّنلا  مُکُفََّطخَتَیَ  نأَ  نَوُفاخَتَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَوفُعَضْتَسُْم  لٌیِلقَ  مُْتْنأَ  ذْإِ  اورُکُذْاوَ  - 26

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل 

And remember when you were few, deemed weak in the land, and were fearful . “ 26
(, that people would snatch you away, but He gave you refuge (in Medina

,and strengthened you with His help

and provided you with the good things (of sustenance) in order that you might be

.” thankful

Commentary : verse 26

Once again the Qur’ān assists Muslims to review their past history, and makes them

understand both their former state and their present stage which they enjoy, so that

they may catch well the concept of the lesson taught through the previous holy

.verses

This verse implies that they should remember the time that they were few in number

and could do nothing. They were captured in the grips of their enemies who had

:drawn them into weakness and incapability. It says

, …” And remember when you were few, deemed weak in the land “ 

They were in a state that they feared that both pagans and those who were their

:opponents might despoil them away. The verse says

, …” and were fearful that people would snatch you away “… 
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This meaning makes manifest the utmost weakness and fewness of the members of

Muslims in front of pagans in Mecca before migration of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to

Medina, or after migration in front of the great powers of that time, like the forces of

.Iran and Rom

:Then, the verse continues saying

(, …” but He gave you refuge (in Medina “… 

:Then it adds

, …” and strengthened you with His help “… 

( …” and provided you with the good things (of sustenance “… 

.” in order that you might be thankful “… 

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنأَوَ  مْکُِتاَنامَأَ  اوُنوخُتَوَ  لَوسَُّرلاوَ  هَّللا  اوُنوخُتَلاَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 27

O you who have Faith! Do not betray Allah and . “ 27

the Messenger, and do not betray

.” your trusts knowingly

Occasion of Revelation verse 27

In the commentary books recorded by both great sects of Islam upon the occasion of

:revelation of this verse, it has been cited as follows

When the Jewish tribe named Bani̅-Qurayzah were surrounded by the Muslim strivers

under the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the Jews suggested peace and started

moving toward Syria. But the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not accept it, and he ordered Sa‘d-
ibn-Ma‘āth to judge over their circumstance. The Jews consulted with ’Abul-Bābah,
one of the Muslims who had had the background of friendship with them, about that

judgment. When, ’Abul-Bālbah, by pointing to his throat, signed them that they would

be killed totally if they accepted the arbitration of Sa‘d-ibn-Ma‘āth, Gobriel informed

this signal to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). ’Abul-Bābah, who was ashamed of this treachery,
roped himself to the pillar of the mosque and avoided eating anything for seven days

and nights. Finally, Allah accepted his repentance. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Tafsi̅r-us-
(Sāfi̅
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There has also been cited another occasion of revelation upon this verse as follows.
In the Battle of Badr, one of the Muslims wrote a letter to Abū-Sufyān and informed

him of the Prophet’s plan. Then, Abū-Sufyān asked for help from the pagans of

Mecca, and they sent one thousand fighters to fight in the Battle of Badr. (Al-Mi̅zān,
(and Majma‘-ul-Bayān

Commentary : verse 27

Now Allah commands the believers not to approach treachery. The holy verse,
addressing the believing people, implies that they should not betray Allah (s.w.t.) by

means of abandoning His ordinances and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) by leaving his rules,
because whoever leaves or spoils anything of the religion, he has betrayed Allah

:(s.w.t.) and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.). The verse says

, …” O you who have Faith! Do not betray Allah and the Messenger “ 

Also, the believers should not be treacherous to the affairs upon which Allah (s.w.t.)
has trusted them, and has given them the fulfilment of them that they accomplish

them without any deficiency. Thus, he who is treacherous to Allah (s.w.t.) and the

.Messenger of Islam (p.b.u.h.), has been treacherous to his own deposits

.And you know that treachery is an ugly action which incurs punishment

:The verse says

.” and do not betray your trusts knowingly “… 

Therefore, treachery is basically ugly and condemned, especially those treacheries

which are performed knowingly, and the manifestation of military secrets are uglier

and more
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.dangerous, for which, of course, the sinful person must repent very soon

However, the spoils of war, alms, Khoms (one fifth levy), and all properties of others,
.which are with you, are deposits

Similarly, other bounties, such as: the school of religion, leadership, the Qur’ān,
children, and territorial of the country are the deposits of Allah. And, according to the

tradition which Shawāhid-ut-Tanzi̅l, by Hākim Huskāni̅, vol. 1, p. 205 has narrated from

Ihqāq-ul-Haqq, vol. 14, p. 564 the progeny of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are also the Divine

.deposits

.By obeying them and following them, we must protect these deposits

****
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هَّللا َّنأَوَ  هٌنَْتِف  مْکُدُلاَوْأَوَ  مْکُُلاوَْمأَ  آمََّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  - 28

مٌیظِعَ رٌجْأَ  هُدَنعِ 

And know that your wealth and your children are a (means of) trial, and that Allah . “ 28
.” – with Him is a great reward

Commentary : verse 28

Intensive love for wealth and children is the pivot of a lot of evil actions. It is the origin

of many unlawful transactions, lies, monopolies, short weights, lack of payment of the

alms-tax, to avoid giving Khoms (one fifth levy) and poor-rates, greeds, hindering

others’ affairs, false oaths, wasting the people’s rights, and the like of them. The love

of children may cause a person to escape from the battle-field and not to tolerate a
.short separation from the family

Then, these are the factors of trial, as explained in the previous verse. This kind of

love drew ’Abul-Bābah into committing wrong and, in order to protect his wealth and

.children, he assisted the enemy of Islam

Therefore, regarding the occasion of revelation of the previous verse, excessive love

to wealth and children causes man to fall into sin and treachery. The verse under

:discussion says

, …” And know that your wealth and your children are a (means of) trial “ 

Also, wealth and children can be two fascinating traps on the way of human beings to

which the Qur’ān has repeatedly
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,warned in different ways. For example, Sura Al-Munāfiqūn

No. 63, verse 9 says: “… let not your wealth, or your children, divert you from the

; …” remembrance of Allah

Being attentive to the great reward of Allah causes us to leave the love of the world

:and also to abandon treachery. The verse says

.” and that Allah – with Him is a great reward “… 

****

p: 242

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3560 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 4: The Guardianship of the Sacred Mosque

Point

Distinction promised to those who fear Allah – Plots against the Messenger –

Prophecy about the disbelievers

losing the guardianship of the sacred Mosque – The ultimate collection of the infidels

.” at Hell

اًناقَرُْف مْکَُل  لعَجْیَ  هَّللا  اوقَُّتتَ  نإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 29

مْکَُل رْفِْغیَوَ  مْکُِتائَِّیسَ  مْکُنعَ  رِّْفکَُیوَ 

مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ  هُّللاوَ 

,O you who have Faith! If you be in awe of Allah . “ 29

He will assign for you a discrimination (between right and wrong), and absolve you of

.” your misdeeds, and forgive you, and Allah is the Lord of Mighty Grace

Commentary : verse 29

The current criterions of recognizing right from wrong are numerous. Among them

:are the followings

A) Prophets and saints of Allah are criterions. An Islamic tradition says: “ He who

(leaves Ali (a.s.) has realy left Allah.” (The index of Ihqāqul-Haqq, vol. 4, p.26

B)The Book of Allah is a criterion. By adapting things with the Qur’ān, the right can be

.recognized from wrong
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C) Piety is another criterion. When the storm of instincts, accompanied with love and

enmity that are nourished from impiety, arrives, piety is dismissed and impiety

:hinders the recognition of facts

The ability of the recognition between right and wrong is a knowledge given by Allah,
and it does not merely depend on the ability of reading and writing or necessarily on

.the standard of knowledge

:The verse says

O you who have Faith! If you be in awe of Allah “ 

He will assign for you a discrimination

(, between right and wrong)

,and absolve you of your misdeeds, and forgive you

.” and Allah is the Lord of Mighty Grace

Fakhr-i-Rāzi̅ has explained: “ The expiation of sins is a concealment in this world, while

‘forgiveness ’ is a deliverance from the punishment of Allah (s.w.t.) in Hereafter.
According to the statements of some other commentators of the Qur’ān, ‘ expiation ’
is to wipe out the social and psychological effects of sins, while forgiveness is a

.remition in respect to Hell

Therefore, those who put aside the mental desires will recognize the truth, and their

piety causes a proper insight to come forth in them and a great virtue and reward to

.be obtained

****
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نَیرِکِامَْلا رُْیخَ  هُّللاوَ  هُّللا  رُکُمْیَوَ  نَورُکُمْیَوَ  كَوجُرِخُْی  وْأَ  كَوُلُتْقیَ  وْأَ  كَوُتِبْثُیِل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِب  رُکُمْیَ  ذْإِو  - 30

And (remember) when those who disbelieved plotted against you to take you . “ 30
,captive

or to kill you, or to expel you. They devised and Allah devised, and Allah is the best

.devisers

Occasion of Revelation verse 30

This verse is a hint to /laylat-ul-mabi̅t/ (the night when Ali (a.s.) laid himself in couch of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and a reference unto the heathens’ plot for killing the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was informed of that plot by

means of the Messenger Angel Gabriel, and then Ali-ibn-Abi̅-Tālib (a.s.) laid himself in
the couch of the Holy prophet (p.b.u.h.) under his mantle-piece. So, the Holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) went out of his house by the same night and took shelter in the cave of Thūr,
.from where he migrated to Medina

There were three plots, mentioned in the verse under discussion, by either of them

infidels wanted to work against the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Those plots were designed in

the meeting that the elders of pagans held in Dār-un-Nudwah, where they finally

approved the second plan. By that plan they decided that a young man from each of

the tribes be chosen and they would be prepared so that all of them together could

attack to kill him, in order that the charge of the murder
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might be laid equally on each tribe and the relatives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) might not

be able to fight against all those tribes together and thus there would be left to them

.no other choice but to receive his blood-money

Commentary : verse 30

The Arabic word /makr/ means: ‘ deceit and trick ’. ’Azhari̅, a commentator, says: “
People’s deceit is recompenced by Allah’s deceit and trickery.” There is a difference

between the Arabic terms /qadr/ (treachery) and /makr/ (deceit). The meaning of the

former is accompanied with breach of promise, while the meaning of the later is

.deceit in general

The verse addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to remember when pagans began devising

:and consulting with each other how to defeat him and to kill him. The verse says

And (remember) when those who disbelieved plotted against you “ 

. …” to take you captive, or to kill you, or to expel you

They devised about him and Allah devised about them, too. That is, some of them

plotted so that he (p.b.u.h.) could not understand, and Allah devised against them in a
:way that they did not know, and punished them. The verse says

, …” They devised and Allah devised “…

Allah is the best devisers, because He pays to nothing but what is true and right. This

meaning lies in this fact that: He sends down the punishment upon those who deserve

:it. The verse ends as follows

.” and Allah is the best devisers “… 

****
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نَیِلَّولاَا رُیطِاسَأَ  َّلآإِ  آذَهَ  نْإِ  آذَهَ  لَْثِم  انَْلقَُل  ءُآشََن  وَْل  انَْعمِسَ  دْقَ  اوُلاقَ  انَُتایَاءَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُت  اذَإِو  - 31

And when Our signs are recited to them, they say: ‘ We have heard. If we like, we . “ 31
((too

 ’.” can say the like of this (Qur’ān). This is naught but the tales of the ancients

Commentary : verse 31

In the previous verse, the words were about the plot of the enemies of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) who wanted to kill him. Here, this holy verse refers to their decision that they

:decided to belittle the religion of Islam and the Qur’ān. The verse says

:And when Our signs are recited to them, they say “ 

. …” We have heard ‘ 

The Arabic word /’asāti̅r/ is the plural form of the Qur’ānic term /’ustūrah/ with the

 ’. sense of ‘ myths ’, and ‘ imaginary superstitious tales

Before the appointment of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to his Divine mission, Nasr-ibn-i-
Hārith once had come to Iran and had learnt the Iranian story of Rustam and

Isfandiyār. When he returned back to Mecca and Medina, he said to the people of his

own locality that he could also speak like Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and tell stories. (Cited

in some commentary books such as: the one compiled by ‘Ālūsi, Majma‘-ul-Bayān,
(. and Fi̅-Zilāl-il-Qur’ān
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Among the common weapons of enemies, of course, are demagogy, belittling, and

:disparaging. The verse continues saying

(. …” If we like, we (too) can say the like of this (Qur’ān “… 

This fact must also be known that enemies of Islam are usually some haughty

persons. They claim, but in action, they are incapable to bring the like of the Qur’ān.
They said that those verses had not any important content in them and they were the

:myths of the ancient people. The verse says

 ’.” This is naught but the tales of the ancients “… 

They said such a statement while they had repeatedly tried to challenge with the

Qur’ān, but they failed every time. So, they knew well that they could not oppose

.against the Qur’ān or challenge with it

****
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مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَِب  انَِتْئا  وِأَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  هًرَاجَحِ  انَْیلَعَ  رْطِْماَفَ  كَدِنعِ  نِْم  َّقحَْلا  وَهُ  اذَهَ  نَاکَ  نإِ  َّمهَُّللا  اوُلاقَ  ذْإِو  - 32

And (remember) when they said: ‘ O Allah! if this (Qur’ān) is the truth from You, . “ 32
,then rain down upon us stones from the sky

 ’.” or bring us a painful punishment

Commentary : verse 32

Such prayers of curses, were either because of intense zeal and obstinacy that they

considered their own way as a right way and the way of Islam wrong, or it was a kind

of demagogy. They cursed themselves in order that some simple-hearted people

.might feel that Islam was wrong

When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), under the command of Allah in Qadir-i-Khum, appointed

Ali (a.s.) for Imamate, Nu‘mān-ibn-Hārith, one of the hypocrites, came to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and said: “ You ordered us to Unity, prophethood, Holy Struggle, Hajj, fasting,
prayer and alms giving, and we accepted them all. Now have you appointed this lad as

Imam over us? ” The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ It was the command of Allah.” Then

Nu‘mān, the hypocrite, cursed himself, and in his curse he imitated this very verse.
.( (Al-Qadir, vol. 1, pp. 239-266, narrated from 30 scholars of the Sunnites

Therefore, an enemy may also expose himself to a curse in order to show himself

:true. The verse says

And (remember) when they said: “ O Allah! if this (Qur’ān) is the truth from You, then “ 
 ’.” rain down upon us stones from the sky, or bring us a painful punishment
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مْهَُبِّذعَُم هُّللا  نَاکَ  امَوَ  مْهِیِف  تَْنأَوَ  مْهَُبِّذعَُیِل  هُّللا  نَاکَ  امَوَ  - 33

نَورُفِْغتَسْیَ مْهُوَ 

But Allah is not to punish them while you are among them, nor is Allah to chastise . “ 33
.” them while they seek forgiveness

Commentary : verse 33

The purpose of negation of punishment is removing the general punishment from

Muslims because of the existence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) among them, as former

nations were punished; else, in some particular cases, some persons may encounter

.the Divine punishments

Some Islamic traditions denote that because of the existence of some purified

persons and godly scholars or for the sake of those who seek forgiveness and really

repent, Allah (s.w.t.) removes His punishment from people among whom they live. The

:verse says

But Allah is not to punish them while you are among them, nor is Allah “ 

.” to chastise them while they seek forgiveness

In this regard, the existence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is a safety for the population of

the earth: “… while you are among them, …”; and, also, seeking forgiveness hinders

.” calamities, as the abovementioned verse says: “… while they seek forgiveness

It is cited in Nahjul-Balāqah that after the departure of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Hadrat

Ali (a.s.) said: “ There were two
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sources of deliverance from Allah’s punishment, one of which has been raised up,
while the other is before you. You should therefore adhere to it. …” (which is seeking

(forgiveness) .(1

In the supplication of Kumayl, there is a clause that points to the sins which cause

afflictions to come down. It is recited as follows: “ O Allah! forgive me the sins which

.” bring about tribulation

Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 117 says: “ And it did not beseen your Lord to have destroyed

.” the towns tyrannously, while their people acted well

****
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مِارَحَْلا دِجِسْمَْلا  نِعَ  نَوُّدصُیَ  مْهُوَ  هُّللا  مُهَُبِّذعَُی  َّلاأَ  مْهَُل  امَوَ   - 34

نَوقَُّتمُْلا َّلاإِ  هُؤُآیَِلوْأَ  نْإِ  هُءَآیَِلوْأَ  اوُناکَ  امَوَ 

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُرَثَکْأَ لا  َّنکَِلوَ 

,And what (plea) have they that Allah should not chastise them . “ 34

?while they bar (people) from the Holy Mosque, and they are not guardians of it

.” Its guardians are not but only the pious ones, but most of them do not know

Commentary : verse 34

The previous verse indicated that because of the existence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
among his community and for the sake of their seeking forgiveness, Allah removed

from them a punishment like the punishment of the people of ‘Ād and Thamūd. This

verse refers to their punishment. The purpose of this punishment may be the worldly

punishment and fighting on the earth. It can also be said that they deserve divine

punishment, but Allah does not punish them for the sake of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Or it
may mean that they will not be punished in the present world, but they will be

.punished in the coming world

However, those who hinder people to arrive into the Holy Mosque should expect the

:Divine punishment. The holy verse says

And what (plea) have they that Allah should not chastise them, while they bar “ 
((people
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? …” from the Holy Mosque, and they are not guardians of it

They should also know that the custodianship of the Sacred House, which had been

built by Abraham the Friend of Allah (a.s.) and based upon piety, must not be left

:under the control of some impious persons. The verse continues saying

,Its guardians are not but only the pious ones “… 

.” but most of them do not know

****
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هًیَدِصْتَوَ ءًآکَُم  َّلاإِ  تِْیبَْلا  دَنعِ  مْهُُتلاَصَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ  - 35

نَورُفُکْتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب  بَاذَعَْلا  اوُقوذُفَ 

.And their prayer at the (Sacred) House is naught but whistling and clapping . “ 35

.” Therefore taste the punishment for what you used to disbelieve

Commentary : verse 35

The Arabic term /mukā’/ means ‘ to whistle ’, and the Qur’ānic word /tasdiyah/ means ‘
 ’. to clap

Their whistling might be for announcing their presence to the idols which were settled

.in Ka‘bah

In the length of the history of human beings, the religious ceremonies have been

being distorted, so that sometimes the most sacred centers have become the pivot of

:the greatest superstitions. The verse says

. …” And their prayer at the (Sacred) House is naught but whistling and clapping “ 

By the way, changing the recitation of Salawāt into claps and whistles in the meetings

of today is a sign for changing prayers into their clapping and whistling, which causes

the descent of calamities and punishments. The denotation expansion of punishment

.in this verse is the defeat of pagans in the Battle of Badr

In Islamic literature, it is recorded that during the time when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was

busy praying frequently, two men from the tribe of Bani̅-‘Abd-ud-Dār came and stood

at his
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.right side to whistle and two men stood at his left side to clap

They did so in order to hinder him to establish his prayer easily. Later, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) killed all of them in the Battle of Badr. Now, this verse, addressing them and

:other members of Bani̅-‘Abd-ud-Dār, says

.” Therefore taste the punishment for what you used to disbelieve “… 

That is, as the retribution of their disbelief, they should taste the punishment of the

.sword of the Battle of Badr and the punishment of the Hereafter, too

****
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نَوُبلَْغُی َّمُث  هًرَسْحَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  نُوکُتَ  َّمُث  اهََنوقُفِْنُیسَفَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  اوُّدصُیَِل  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ  نَوقُفِنُی  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 36

نَورُشَحُْی مََّنهَجَ  یَلإِ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

(Verily those who disbelieve spend their wealth in order that they hinder (men . “ 36

(, from the way of Allah, and still they will spend it, (too

,then it will be to them a cause of regret

,then they will be overcome

.” and those who disbelieve will be mustered unto Hell

Commentary: verse 36

It has been said that this verse was revealed upon the heavy treasury that the pagan

of Mecca spent for the Battle of Badr. But the general meaning of the verse includes

.all the treasuries which may be spent on opposition against Islam

Disbelievers spend properties in charity for their evil aims, why do Muslims not spend

?for their sacred aims

So, in this holy verse, it says that those who spend their wealth on the way of fighting

against the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in order that they hinder people from the way and

religion of Allah, will be regretful soon, and they will understand that they will not be

.benefited from that, but it will be the cause of their misfortune

:The verse says

Verily those who disbelieve spend their wealth in order that they hinder (men) from “ 
(, the way of Allah, and still they will spend it, (too
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, …” then it will be to them a cause of regret, then they will be overcome

Thus, those who disbelieve, after being involved with regret as a result of their failure

:in this world, will also be sent into Hell in Hereafter. The verse says

.” and those who disbelieve will be mustered unto Hell “…

Why the phrase: “ those who disbelie ” is repeated twice in this verse is for the reason

that some of the disbelievers, who spent their wealth for the opposition of Islam,
embraced Islam later, therefore the punishment of the Hereafter belongs to those

.persons who died before becoming Muslims

****
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ضٍْعَب یلَعَ  هُضَْعَب  ثَیِبخَْلا  لَعَجْیَوَ  بِِّیَّطلا  نَِم  ثَیِبخَْلا  هُّللا  زَیِم  - یَِل - 37

نَورُسِاخَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْا  مََّنهَجَ  یِف  هُلَعَجْیَفَ  اًعیمِجَ  هُمَکُرْیَفَ 

So that Allah may separate the corrupt from the good and place corrupt one . “ 37
,another

.” and pile them up all together, and put them in Hell; those are the losers

Commentary : verse 37

.’ The Arabic term, /yarkumah/ means: ‘ to accumulate and to pile up together

From among the results of oppositions, molestations and the fights between right and

wrong is that spiritualities, motives, revenues , promises, and plots are usually made

.manifest, and the essence or substance of man will be shown

To make separate the supporters of the right from wrong is one of Allah’s ways of

 : treatment. the verse says

So that Allah may separate the corrupt from the good and place corrupt one “ 
, …” another

On Resurrection Day, Allah will gather the corrupt persons with together and send

:them wholly into Hell. The verse says

.” and pile them up all together, and put them in Hell; those are the losers “…

As some Islamic literature indicate, accumulation, pressure, and tightness of place

are from the specialties of the people of Hell. These impious people are in narrowness

there, though Hell is very vast and it repeatedly asks for more and more wrong-doers.
It is like a large wall where there are many points of place for a great deal of nails, but

.every nail is in pressure
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Section 5: The Battle of Badr a Proof of the Messenger’s Truthfulness

Point

Pardon if the disbelievers desist from their wickedness- Fight to establish religion

 – exclusively for Allah

.Promise of Allah’s help for the believers if the infidels again return to attack

اودُوعُیَ نإِوَ  فَلَسَ  دْقَ  امَ  مْهَُل  رْفَْغُی  اوهُتَْنیَ  نإِ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلِل  لُق  - 38

نَیِلَّولاَا تَُّنسُ  تْضَمَ  دْقَفَ 

Tell those who disbelieve, if they desist (from corruptions) what has past will be . “ 38
forgiven for them, but if they return (thereto), then what happened to the ancients

. ” has already passed

Commentary: verse 38

In this verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded to tell the pagans if they repent and

:really leave corruptions, their former sins will be forgiven. The verse says

Tell those who disbelieve, if they desist (from corruptions) what has past “ 

, …” will be forgiven for them

And if they return to war again and persist on infidelity, Allah’s way of treatment unto

the former nations has been this that He has always helped the believers and has

.made the enemies of the religion confronted with disgrace and misfortune

:The verse says
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but if they return (thereto), then what happened to the ancients has already “… 
. ” passed

When the holy verse says: /sunnat-ul-’awwali̅n/ and refers

Allah’s way of treatment ’ to the ancient, it is for the reason that ‘ Allah’s way of ‘ 
treatment ’ had always been executed upon them. In another occurrence, the Qur’ān

says: “ (This is Our) course with regard to those of Our Messengers whom We sent

before you, …” (Sura Al-’Isrā’ No. 17, verse 77). Here, He attributes the way of

treatment to His messengers, because Allah’s way of treatment had been executed

by them. Therefore, in the same verse, He continues saying: “… and you shall not find

a change in Our course . ” Here, He attributes the way of treatment (course) to His

Pure Essence again, because, in fact, the real executor of ‘ the way of treatment ’ is
.Allah Himself

****
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هِّلِل هُُّلکُ  نُیِّدلا  نَوکُیَوَ  هٌنَْتِف  نَوکُتَلا  یَّتحَ  مْهُوُلِتاقَوَ   - 39

رٌیصَِب نَوُلمَْعیَ  امَِب  هَّللا  َّنإِفَ  اوْهَتَنا  نِإِف 

.And fight with them until there be no mischief and the religion be wholly for Allah . “ 39

.” But if they desist, then verily Allah sees what they do

Commentary: verse 39

The content meaning of this verse addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Muslim

believers. It commands that they should fight against pagans and root out the

sedition of polytheism. The objective meaning is that the fight against those pagans,
who have not given covenant, should be continued until there will remain none of

them. The reason of it is that a pagan, who has not covenant, may penetrate inside

his tribe and try to invite them to his own creed and, thereby, he can create

:temptation in the religion of Allah. The verse says

…” And fight with them until there be no mischief “ …

In that case, both the people of right and the people of wrong will wholly turn and

attend in the religion of Truth and will have correct beliefs. In other words, as a result

of assembling people in the true religion, the whole religion will be of Allah. The verse

:says

…” and the religion be wholly for Allah “…

Zurārah, as well as some other commentators, has narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s)
who said: “ The interpretation of this verse has not come forth yet. When our Ghā’im

raises, those
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who will be alive on the earth will see its interpretation and the religion of Muhammad

(p.h.u.h.) will cover throughout the world. Then there will remain no polytheist

therein.”(1) And Allah says: “ They shall serve Me, not associating aught with Me, …”
(. (Sura An- nūr, No. 24, verse 55

In Islam, the aim of wars is not occupying lands and countries, but their aim is the

.expansion of the religion of Islam and opposing with mischiefs

The Qur’ānic term /fitnah/ (sedition) has a vast meaning. It includes any imposition of

pressure, too. This word has also been used in the Qur’ān with the meaning of ‘
polytheism ’. It is, maybe, for the fact that kinds of limitations and impositions of

pressures are fulfilled over the minds, societies and truth-seekers from the side of

polytheists. Or, since polytheism causes the eternal punishment to be incurred,
.imposing infidelity on believers and pure-nature humans is counted mischief, too

****
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رُیصَِّنلا مَْعِنوَ  یَلوْمَْلا  مَْعِن  مْکُلاَوْمَ  هَّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْافَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نإِو  - 40

And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your guardian – an excellent . “ 40
! ” Guardian, and an excellent Helper

Commentary : verse 40

You should know that Allah is your guardian even if they turn away. He is a very good

Guardian and an excellent Helper, and He assits the believers along the way of

.obedience, and He does not leave His friends to themselves

:The verse says

And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your guardian – an excellent Guardian, “ 
and

! ” an excellent Helper

****

The End of Part Nine
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لِیِبَّسلا نِْباوَ  نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِِلوَ  لِوسَُّرلِلوَ  هُسَمُخُ  هِّلِل  َّناَفَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  مُتمِْنغَ  امََّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  - 41

رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هُّللاوَ  نِاعَمْجَْلا  یقَتَْلا  مَوْیَ  نِاقَرْفُْلا  مَوْیَ  اَندِْبعَ  یلَعَ  انَْلزَْنأَ  آمَوَ  هِّللاِب  مُتنمَاءَ  مُْتنکُ  نإِ 

And know that whatever thing you gain (of booties), a fifth of it is for Allah and for . “ 41
the Messenger and for the near relatives (Ahlul-Bayt) and the orphans, and the needy

,and the way-farer

if you believe in Allah and what We sent down to Our servant on the day of distinction

(, (of right from wrong

the day when the two hosts encountered (the day of Battle of Badr), and surely Allah

.” is All-powerful over everything

Commentary : verse 41

According to some Islamic traditions that the Shi‘ite believe, the meaning of the term

/qanimat/ (booty) is not confined to the war spoils, but, besides that, it encompasses

any kind of gain which is obtained from mains, diving, trade, and so on. Thus, the

revelation of the verse concerning the Battle of Badr is not an evidence that its

 ’. purpose is only ‘ war spoils

Through the first verse of this Sura, the Qur’ān allocated all ‘Anfāl (the things gained)
to Allah and the Messenger, while
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( ’. this verse says that ‘ a fifth of it is for Allah and for the Messenger (Ahlul-Bayt

If the objective meaning of the term /qanimat/ (booty) is only ‘ the spoils of war ’, it
must be said that this verse refers to only one instance of Khums (one fifth) and other

.instances are discussed in some Islamic traditions

As many traditions of the Shi‘ite and also some traditions of the Sunnite indicate, the

meaning of the Qur’ānic term /ŏil qurbā/ (near relatives) does not envelop all the

relatives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but its purpose is the immaculate Imams (a.s.) from

Ahl-ul-Bayt who possess the rank of leadership. So, the amount of Khoms (one fifth

levy) belongs to the divine leader and the Islamic government, not to all the relatives

.(. of the Prophet (p.b.u.h

Other usages of Khoms (one fifth levy) are for indigents, way-farers who are

progenies of Bani̅-Hāshim – since it is unlawful to give them alms, and their needs

.should be provided through Khoms

Besides the Islamic traditions which consider the meaning of /ŏil qurbā/ (near

relatives) the immaculate Imams (a.s.), the occurrence of the word recited in the

same row with Allah and the Messenger in the verse is a sign which implies /ŏil qurbā/
are some persons who are along the way of Allah (s.w.t.) and the Messenger of Allah

.(. (p.b.u.h

 : Explanations

Now that, by the help of Allah, you are victorious in the Battle of Badr, do not evade - 1
.paying Khoms (one fifth) of booties

And know that whatever thing you gain (of booties), a fifth of it is for Allah and for the “ 
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Messenger and for the near relatives (Ahlul-Bayt) and the orphans, and the needy

,and the way-farer

 …” if you believe in Allah

Khoms ’ (a fifth of the gains) is for the sake of Messengership and the rank of - ‘ 2
.government, not for a person

.Government and the leader need budget for propagation and messengership - 3

 …( for Allah and for the Messenger )… 

.Khoms is obligatory, though the income and gains are scanty - 4

(, …” whatever thing you gain (of booties “… 

The deprive and the government are the owners of twenty percent of people’s - 5
.property

 …” a fifth of it is for Allah “ … 

Allah does not need to have a share. The remembrance of Allah’s share is for the - 6
.(. sovereignty of the mastership of the line of Allah (s.w.t.) and the Messenger (p.b.u.h

The share of Allah is spent for elevating the word of Allah, the Ka‘bah, Islamic - 7
.religious propagations, and the establishment of the Divine Law

Among the Islamic duties is to wipe out deprivation from the Islamic society. - 8
Therefore, the income gained from the Holy Struggle and the spoils of war should be

.spent for the benefit of the poor

Allah’s share is at the disposal of the Messenger (p.b.u.h.), and the Messenger’s - 9
(. share is at the disposal of Imam. (Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅

It is Imam who can decide upon the quantity of the share how to be used for the - 10
instances mentioned in the verse. (Based upon the tradition of Imam Ridā (a.s.)

(. recorded in Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅
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In order to honour the deprive, their name has been settled in the verse beside - 11
.the name of Allah and the Messenger

In the same manner that the vast meaning of the Arabic term /ׁqarāmat / - 12
(indemnity) includes any damage, not merely a damage of war, the meaning of the

Qur’ānic term /qanimat/ (spoils), which is referred to in this verse, also includes any

(gain, not merely a gain of war.(1

The sign of a complete belief is a full submission before all Divine Laws totally, not - 13
.only in worships and even in war

The day of war is the day of distinction of the truthful ones from the people of - 14
.lying

 …” on the day of distinction “… 

.In the Battle of Badr, the help of Allah made manifest the rightfulness of Islam - 15

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān has pointed to the infinite power of Allah,
:Omnipotence, when it says

.” and surely Allah is All-powerful over everything “… 

That is, though you were in minority from any point of view in the field of the Battle of

Badr and, apparently, your enemy was in majority from any point of view, Allah, the

.Mighty, defeated them and helped you to be victorious

****
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with Allah are abundant spoils. …”. However, every one of these two words, /qarāmat,
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.qani̅mat/, has occurred six times in the Qur’ān
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اًرَْمأَ هُّللا  یَضـِْقیَِل  نکَِلوَ  دِاعَیمِْلا  یِف  مُْتْفلَتَخْلاَ  مُّْتدعَاوَتَ  وَْلوَ  مْکُنِم  لَفَسـْأَ  بُکَّْرلاوَ  يوَصْقُْلا  هِوَدْعُْلاِب  مهُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِوَدْـعُْلاِب  مُتْنأَ  ذْإِ  - 42
هٍنَِّیَب نْعَ  َّیحَ  نْمَ  ییَحْیَوَ  هٍنَِّیَب  نعَ  کَلَهَ  نْمَ  کَِلهْیَِل  لاًوعُْفمَ  نَاکَ 

مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسََل  هَّللا  َّنإِو 

,Remember) when you were on the down side, and they were on the up side . “) 42

;while the caravan (of the enemy) was in below you

and had you agreed together on a tryst, you would have surely failed the tryst, but in
order that Allah

,might bring about a matter which was to be done

,that he who perishes may perish by a clear proof

.” and verily Allah is All, Hearing, All- knowing

Commentary : verse 42

The Qur’ānic term /‘udwah/ is derived from /‘aduw/ with the meaning of ‘ to

transgress ’. It is also used for the edge and surroundings of anything that has gone

beyond the medium. In this verse, the objective meaning of the term /‘udwah/ is ‘ the

 ’. side and lower extremities

The Arabic word /dunyā/ is derived from /dunuww/ in the sense of ‘down side and

 ’. nearer ’, while the Arabic word /quswā / means ‘ farther

In the Battle of Badr, the enemies not only had superiority from the points of arms,
number of fighters, and preparation, but also they were preferable from the point of

the site of
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settlement of their forces, because they could find a way at the bank of the Red Sea

to escape. But Allah caused the Muslims to encounter the pagans with the aim of

confiscation of their properties, where they had no way but to fight. Yet, it was only

.the grace of Allah which brought triumph of that Battle for the Muslims

A Review over the Battle of Badr

The illustration of the feature of the Battle of Badr by reviewing Sura Al-’Anfāl from

.the beginning can show Allah’s helps better

They thought of confiscation of pagans’ properties, but they were not ready for - 1
(. war: “ … and loved that the one unarmed should be yours, … ” (verse No. 7

When the war began, they were worried: “… a party of the believers were certainly - 2
(. averse (to it), ” (verse No. 5

They were afraid of death: “ … as if they were being driven unto death …” (verse - 3
(. No. 6

They were disturbed and were seeking their Lord for help: “ … when you were - 4
(. calling upon your Lord for succour, … ” (verse No. 9

By the night of attack, Satan imposed them his uncleanness (jenābat) (major ritual - 5
(. impurity): “ … The uncleanness of Satan, … ” (verse No.11

They did not have complete obedience from the commander: “ … Those who say: ‘ - 6
(. We heard,’ but they do not hear (indeed) ” (verse No.21

They were small in number and they were fearful to be hunted by the enemy: “ … - 7
you were few, …, and were fearful that people would snatch you away, …” (verse No.

(. 26
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Some of them had formerly committed treachery, (the event of ’Abul-Bābah, - 8
(. described in verse No. 27

Their leader was threatened and plotted against by disbelievers: “ … Those who - 9
(disbelieved plotted against you …” (verse No. 30

They were thirsty, and they fell in major ritual impurity while the sand under their - 10
.feet was soft and Allah sent down water for them

If the affairs were at their disposal, with those many difficulties they had, they - 11
would never come to agreement: “… and had you agreed together one tryst, you

(. would have surely failed the tryst, …” (verse under discussion

Wherever Allah pleases, He removes all the factors of weakness: “… but in order - 12
that Allah might bring about a matter which was to be done, …” (verse under

(. discussion

Having all these helps, whoever does not believe will knowingly be destroyed, and - 13
whoever believes will knowingly believe: “ … that he who perishes may perish by a

, …” clear proof and he who lives may live by a clear proof

Do not judge hurriedly. They did not like to fight, but, later, they found out its - 14
.goodness

Allah may change the ways and decisions, and, by this very way, Allah can be - 15
.known

****
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اًریِثکَ مْهُکَارَأَ  وَْلوَ  لاًیِلقَ  کَِمانَمَ  یِف  هُّللا  مُهُکَیرُِی  ذْإِ  - 43

مََّلسَ هَّللا  َّنکِلوَ  رِْملاَا  یِف  مُْتعْزَانَتََلوَ  مُْتْلشِفََل 

رِودُُّصلا تِاذَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هَُّنإِ 

Remember) when Allah showed them to you as few in your dream and had He . “ ) 43
,shown them as many

you would have become dishearted

and disputed about the matter; but Allah did save (you). Surely He is aware of what is
. ” in the breasts

Commentary : verse 43

Following the explanation of some Allah’s graces and His helps unto the Muslims, this

verse speaks about the number of pagans which was shown few in the eyes of the

Muslims. This was done in a few stages. The first stage was that the Prophet (p.b.u.h)
saw them as few in his dream, and, saying that to the Muslims, promoted their

courage. The second stage was that He showed the number of the Muslims in the

eyes of pagans so few that they would not call for further fresh forces from Mecca to

.help them

It is principally true that prophets’ dream is a glow of revelation, but that the Prophet

of Islam (p.b.u.h.) saw the large crowd of the pagans so few in his dream was an

indication to the reality of the inward state of the pagans, which was fear, weakness

and incapability. Sura Al-Hashr, No. 59, verse 14 in this regard says: “… you may think

.” them united, but their hearts are disunited
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However, dream is one of the ways of communication, seeking help, and taking

courage through Allah’s succour. It should also be noted that, in the most terrible

.conditions, Allah may protect believers and crush their enemies

:The verse says

Remember) when Allah showed them to you as few in your dream and had He “ )
,shown them as many

you would have become dishearted and disputed about the matter; but Allah did save

. ” (you). Surely He is aware of what is in the breasts

****
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رُوُملأُا عُجَرُْت  هِّللا  یَلإِوَ  لاًوعُْفمَ  نَاکَ  اًرْمأَ  هُّللا  یَضِْقیَِل  مْهِِنُیعْأَ  یِف  مْکُُلِّلقَُیوَ  لاًیِلقَ  مْکُِنُیعْأَ  یِف  مُْتْیقَتَْلا  ذِإِ  مْهُومُکُیرُِی  ذْإِوَ  - 44

And (remember) when He showed them to you, when you encountered (the . “ 44
(, enemy

as few in your eyes, and He made you few in their

eyes in order that Allah may enact the matter which was destined to be done, and

.” unto Allah all matters are returned

Commentary : verse 44

When infidels saw the crowd of the Muslims, they appeared in their eyes so few that

they said they would send their slaves to destroy the Muslims.(1) But when the war

began and they were fighting, they saw the number of those Muslims two fold and

they were afraid of them.(2) Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imran, No. 3, verse 13 says: “… they (infidels)
; …” saw twice as many as they were with the sight of the eye

Therefore, in order to help Muslims, Allah may utilize genetic authority and

:interference in the sights. The verse says

And (remember) when He showed them to you, when you encountered(the enemy), “ 
, …” as few in your eyes

So, if the Will of Allah lies in an affair, He will remove all barriers. The verse continues

:saying

and He made you few in their eyes in order that Allah may enact the matter which “…

,was destined to be done

.” and unto Allah all matters are returned
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Section 6: Steadfastness and Unity Enjoined

Point

 – Steadfastness and Unity enjoined – Enemy demonstrated a show of its strength

False hopes given by Satan

نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل  اًریِثکَ  هَّللا  اورُکُذْاوَ  اوُتُبْثافَ  هًئَِف  مُْتیقَِل  اذَإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 45

,O you who have Faith! when you encounter a host (in battle), then stand firm . “ 45

.” and remember Allah much, that you may be prosperous

Commentary : verse 45

Now that Allah (s.w.t.) has commanded the Muslims to be steadfast in the battlefield,
:He says

O you who have Faith! when you encounter a host “ 

,…” in battle), then stand firm)

That is, whenever you face with a group of infidels in war, stand firm for fighting

against them, and do not escape. And, it is evident that believers generally do not fight

.save against hostile infidels

Then the holy verse implies that, at the time of war, Muslims should seek help from

Allah, the Mighty, so that not only they become victorious and successful in the

present world but also they become prosperous

:The verse continues saying
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.” and remember Allah much, that you may be prosperous “…

Some commentators say that this part of the verse means that you should remember

the promises of Allah, which He has given you about triumph, in order that your

.steadfastness might he increased

****
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نَیرِِباَّصلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  اورُِبصْاوَ  مْکُحُیرِ  بَهَذْتَوَ  اوُلشَْفتَفَ  اوعُزَانَتَلاوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  اوعُیطِأَوَ  - 46

And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute, for you will become . “ 46
.” dishearted and your power will depart; and be patient, verily Allah is with the patient

Commentary : verse 46

Believers should obey Allah and His Messenger, and when they encounter their

enemy, they should be united and avoid disputing . Otherwise, they may fear and lose

.their hearts, and begin fighting while their courage and power vanish

 : The verse says

And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute, for you will become “ 
dishearted and your

;…” power will depart

Some commentators have said that they may lose victory and government as a result

.of it

The Arabic term /ri̅h/, mentioned here, is a hint to progression, influence, and reaching

.the aim

Some other commentators have said that if Muslims show discord with each other,
.they will not find the breeze of triumph upon their lives

Thus, they should be patient in the war against the enemy, since Allah is with the

:patient ones. The verse says

.” and be patient, verily Allah is with the patient “… 

****
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طٌیحُِم نَوُلمَْعیَ  امَِب  هُّللاوَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  نَوُّدصُیَوَ  سِاَّنلا  ءَآَئرِوَ  اًرطََب  مهِرِایَدِ  نِم  اوجُرَخَ  نَیذَِّلاکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  لاوَ  - 47

And do not be like those who got out from their homes boastfully and to show off . “ 47
,to men and barring from Allah’s way

.” and verily Allah encompasses what they do

Commentary : verse 47

The verse addresses the believers, telling them not to be like the Quraysh who made

up a group of mischievous drunkard persons to go out in order to protect their

caravan. Intending ostentation and prohibiting others from the religion of Allah, i.e.
.Islam, they started from Mecca toward the land of Badr

Their hypocritical act was that they wanted to pretend that they did not count Muslims

so considerable and important that they would be fearful of them. But they should

know that Allah is aware of their deeds and none of their acts is concealed to Him, the

.One Who gives them the retribution of their hypocritical deeds

:The verse says

And do not be like those who got out from their homes boastfully and to show off to “ 
.” men and barring from Allah’s way, and verily Allah encompasses what they do

****
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لَاقَوَ هِْیبَقِعَ  یلَعَ  صَکََن  نِاتَئَفِْلا  تِءَآرَتَ  اَّملَفَ  مْکَُل  رٌاجَ  یِّنإِو  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  مَوْیَْلا  مُکَُل  بَِلاغَلا  لَاقَوَ  مْهَُلامَعْأَ  نُاطـَْیَّشلا  مُهَُل  نََّیزَ  ذْإِو  - 48
بِاقَعِْلا دُیدِشَ  هُّللاوَ  هَّللا  فُاخَأَ  یِّنإِ  نَوْرَتَ  لاامَ  يرَأَ  یِّنإِ  مْکُنِم  ءٌيرَِب  یِّنإِ 

:And (remember) when Satan made their deeds fair seeming to them and said . “ 48

,Today none of people shall overcome you ‘ 

.’ and I will be a protector for you

But when the two hosts sighted each other, he turned upon his heels, and said: ‘
.Indeed I am quit of you

Verily I see what you do not see. Surely I fear Allah, and Allah is severe in retribution

’.”

Commentary : verse 48

Here, in this verse, another scene of the Battle of Badr, which happened on the day of

.war, has been illustrated

At first, it implies that on that day, Satan made their deeds seem decorous to them, so

that they would think of their actions optimistically and became encouraged by them.
:The verse says

 …” And (remember) when Satan made their deeds fair seeming to them “ 

Satan’s decoration is such that, by the way of stimulating lusts, desires, and indecent

qualities in him, he makes the feature of man’s actions so fair seeming to his eyes that

he will terribly be attracted to it. Satan tempts them that today they have so many

fighters with a lot of arms, so much so that none
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:of people can overcome them, and they are an undefeating army. The verse says

, …” and said: ‘ Today none of people shall overcome you “… 

Then Satan adds that besides that, he is also their neighbour and so near to them

that, at the necessary time, like a faithful sympathetic neighbor, he will withhold no

:support from them. The verse continues saying

.’ …” and I will be a protector for you “… 

But when the two armies encountered each other and the angels came to help the

army of Unity, the infidels observed the power and steadfastness of the Muslims.
Then, Satan turned back and shouted at them, saying that he hated them (the

:infidels). The verse says

,But when the two hosts sighted each other “… 

:he turned upon his heels, and said

. …” Indeed I am quit of you ‘ 

Satan brought forth two reasons for his aweful turning back. The first reason was that

:he said

. …” Verily I see what you do not see “… 

By this phrase, Satan meant that he saw the signs of triumph in the features of the

believing Muslims, as well as the effects of Allah’s support and angels’ helps among

.them

Satan added another thing, saying that he was afraid of the painful punishment of

:Allah in the scene which he saw very near. The verse says

 …” surely I fear Allah “… 

Allah’s punishment is not such a simple thing that anybody can resist before it, but it is
:certain that His retribution is sharp and severe. The verse says
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 ’.” and Allah is severe in retribution “… 

****
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Section 7: Enemy Weakened by Allah

Point

Enemy’s trust in their strength – the destruction of Pharaoh’s people cited –

Disbelievers the vilest of animals – Repeated violation of the Covenant – To observe

.equity even in return for treachery of the enemy

مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هَّللا  َّنإِف  هِّللا  یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَیَ  نمَوَ  مْهُُنیدِ  ءِلآؤُهَ  َّرغَ  ضٌرَمَ  مهِِبوُلُق  یِف  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَوقُِفانَمُْلا  لُوقُیَ  ذْإِ  - 49

:Remember) when the hypocrites said, and those in whose hearts was a disease . “ ) 49

.’ Their religion has deluded them ‘ 

.” But whoever puts his trust in Allah, then Allah is indeed the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 49

The persons who apparently express that they have believed in Islam but inwardly

:they hesitate about it are those who carry a disease in their hearts. The verse says

,Remember) when the hypocrites said “ )

: …” and those in whose hearts was a disease

Some commentators have said that there were several young men from Quraysh in
Mecca who embraced Islam, and then, their fathers put them in prison. They were:
Qays-ibn-Wali̅d-ibn-Muqayrah, ‘Ali-ibn-‘Ummayit-ibn-Khalf, ‘Ās-ibn-Munbih, Hārith-

-ibn-Zam‘ah, and Abū-Qays-ibn-Fākihat-ibn
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Muqayrah. As soon as they saw the small number of the Muslims in war, they said that

those people were prouded of their religion and, disregard the large crowd of pagans

.there, they had been deceived by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and they came to fight

.’ …” Their religion has deluded them “… ‘ 

Then Allah states the following phrase, meaning that they themselves were deluded.
:The verse says

.” But whoever puts his trust in Allah, then Allah is indeed the Mighty, the Wise “… 

That is, whoever delivers his affairs to Allah (s.w.t.) and trusts in Him while he tries to

please Him by his good behaviour, Allah (s.w.t.) helps him and prepares the means of

victory for him. The reason is that Allah is Mighty and Wise, and the one who refuges

.to Him will be secured by His mightness and wisdom

****

p: 281

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3602 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


قِیرِحَْلا بَاذَعَ  اوُقوذُوَ  مْهُرَاَبدْأَوَ  مْهُهَوجُوُ  نَوُبرِضْیَ  هُکَِئلآمَْلا  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَّفوَتَیَ  ذْإِ  يرَتَ  وَْلوَ  - 50

دِیِبعَْلِل مٍَّلاظَِب  سَْیَل  هَّللا  َّناَوَ  مْکُیدِْیأَ  تْمََّدقَ  امَِب  کَِلذَ  - 51

,And had you seen when the angles take away the souls of those who disbelieve . “ 50

(: smiting their faces and their backs (and saying

 ’. ” Taste the punishment of the burning ‘ 

This is for what your hands have sent ahead, and that Allah is not unjust unto the . “ 51
. ” servants

Commentary: verses 50-51

The verse indicates that were you to see when the angles take away the infidels,
striking their faces and their backs, you would surprise. The objective meaning is the

:dead bodies of those who were killed in the Battle of Badr. The verse says

,And had you seen when the angles take away the souls of those who disbelieve “ 

(: smiting their faces and their backs (and saying

 ’. ” Taste the punishment of the burning ‘ 

It has been said that a man came to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h) and said that he

had seen a trace on the back of Abūjahl which was like the trace of a horseshoe. The

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said that it had been the trace of the smiting of the angles

Mujāhid had narrated that once a man told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that as soon as he

decided to smite one of the
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polytheists, he fell dead. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said that the angels had attacked the

.pagan before he started

The angels tell the infidels that after this punishment there is another chastisement

.waiting them which is more burning and more blazing

Some commentators have said that, on the day of the Battle of Badr, the angels had

some arms made of iron. When they struck them on the polytheists, a fire burned

their wounds, and the purpose of the phrase: ‘ taste the punishment of the burning ’ is
.this very meaning

****

This retribution they are involved with is for the evil manner they showed from

.themselves in this life

The reason why the verse says: ‘ This is for what your hands have sent ahead ’, is that

most of actions are done by the hands. The purpose here is their crimes,
:faithlessness, and sins. The verse says

This is for what your hands have sent ahead, and that Allah is not unjust unto the “ 
. ” servants

Allah (s.w.t.) punishes the servants as much as they are deserving to, not more than

.that

However, it is clearly understood from this verse that Allah does not punish anyone

without having any sin, or for the sin another person has committed, because it is

:unjust. So, Allah seriously negates cruelty and injustice from Himself, when He says

. ” and that Allah is not unjust unto the servants “…

****
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بِاقَعِْلا دُیدِشَ  ٌّيوِقَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  مْهِِبوُنذُِب  هُّللا  مُهُذَخَاَفَ  هِّللا  تِایَاَِب  اورُفَکَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  لِاءَ  بِْأدَکَ  - 52

O’ Prophet! the manner of pagans of your time is also) like the manner of . “ ) 52
Pharaoh’s clan and

,those before them, they disbelieved in Allah’s Signs

.” so Allah seized them for their sins. Verily Allah is strong, severe in retribution

Commentary: verse 52

In this verse and its following couple of verses, the Qur’ān points to a constant Divine

.way of manner about clans and nations

At first it addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and implies that the style and the state of

the pagans of Quraysh is like that of Pharaoh’s clan and the people who were before

them. Those people rejected the Signs of Allah, therefore He punished them for their

:sins. The verse says

O’ Prophet! the manner of pagans of your time is also) like the manner of “ )

Pharaoh’s clan and those before them, they disbelieved in Allah’s Signs, so Allah

. …” seized them for their sins

It is certain that Allah (s.w.t.) is Mighty, Omnipotent, and His retribution is severe. The

:verse says

.” Verily Allah is strong, severe in retribution “…

Thus, there were not only the Quraysh and polytheists and idolaters of Mecca who

rejected the signs of Allah and showed obstinacy before the Truth and disputed with

the true leaders of humanity, and then they were involved with the retribution of their

.sins, but also this is a permanent Divine Law
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مٍوْقَ یلَعَ  اهَمَعَْنأَ  هًمَْعِن  اًرِّیغَُم  کُیَ  مَْل  هَّللا  َّناَِب  کَِلذَ  - 53

هَّللا َّناَوَ  مْهِسِفُْناَِبامَ  اورُِّیغَُی  یَّتحَ 

مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ 

That is because Allah does not change a blessing He has bestowed on a people . “ 53
,unless they change what is in their own selves

.” and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 53

Then, by mentioning the basic root of the subject, the Qur’ān makes this matter more

clear. It implies that all of these are for that Allah does not alter whatever blessing He

bestows on a people unless those people themselves alter their own conditions, and,
:of course Allah is aware of everything. The verse says

That is because Allah does not change a blessing He has bestowed on a people “ 
,unless they change what is in their own selves

.” and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing

In other words, the graces and blessings of Allah (s.w.t.) are infinite, common, and

general, but they reach people due to their eligibilities, suitabilities and competencies.
When people utilize the blessings of Allah (s.w.t.) as a means for reaching unto their

perfection, and show gratitude for them, which is the correct usage of them, Allah

makes His blessings fixed and increased. But, when these blessings are used as a
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,means for disobedience, injustice, mischief, and ingratitude

.He may take them back or changes them into some afflictions and calamities

Thus, alteration of the bounties and blessings always depend on our own selves, else

.the blessings and merits of Allah are ceaseless

An Islamic tradition indicates that nothing can change the Divine blessings like what

injustice does, since Allah hears the complaints of the oppressed. (At-Tafsi̅r-ul-
(Furqān

****
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مْهِِّبرَ تِایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  لِاءَ  بِْأدَکَ  - 54

نَوْعَرِْف لَاءَ  آنَْقرَغْأَوَ  مْهِِبوُنذُِب  مهُانَکْلَهْاَفَ 

نَیمِِلاظَ اوُناکَ  ٌّلکُوَ 

Like the manner of Pharaoh’s clan and those before them, they denied the Signs . “ 54
,of their Lord

so We destroyed them for their sins, and We drowned pharaoh’s clan, and all of them

.” were unjust

Commentary: verse 54

Following this aim, the Qur’ān refers again to the state of some rich persons like the

clan of Pharaoh and some groups of people from among former nations. It implies

that the manner and worship of idolaters, concerning the change of blessings and

facing with the severe retributions, is like the manner and circumstances of the

:people of Pharaoh and the people before them. The verse says

Like the manner of Pharaoh’s clan and “ 

, …” those before them

They also rejected the Signs of their Lord which were sent down with the aim of their

.guidance, reinforcement, and felicity

, …” they denied the Signs of their Lord “… 

Therefore, the Lord destroyed them, too, for their own sins. The verse continues

:saying

, …” so We destroyed them for their sins “…

:And Allah drowned Pharaoh’s clan in the waves of the sea. The verse remarks
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, …” and We drowned Pharaoh’s clan “…

All of those people were unjust and cruel, both to themselves and to others. The verse

:concludes

.” and all of them were unjust “…

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْیلاَ مْهُفَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  هِّللا  دَْنعِ  ِّبآوََّدلا  َّرشَ  َّنإِ  - 55

Verily the worst of animals in Allah’s sight are those who disbelieve, so they will . “ 55
.” not have faith

Commentary: verse 55

In verse No. 22 from the current Sura, the meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase /šarr-ad-
dawābb/ (the worst of animals) was introduced as ‘ those who do not contemplate ’,

:while here, in this verse, they are defined as ‘ those who disbelieve ’. The verse says

Verily the worst of animals in Allah’s sight are those who disbelieve, so they will not “ 
.” have faith

So, the origin of infidelity is the absence of right intellect. The Qur’ān considers the

feature of humanity of man in wisdom and belief, so that if he does not contemplate

or paves the way of infidelity, he will be out of the circle of humanity. Thus, a true

.human, indeed, is the one who is wise and has Faith

It is possible that a disbeliever has a title and rank with the people of his society, but

.he is ‘ the worst of animals ’ in the sight of Allah

It is cited in some commentary books that the referent of a concept of this verse is
.the Jews, but this idea does not harm the generality of the concept of the verse

However, those who hear the call and invitation of prophets, and do not show any

positive reflection to it, are

 ’. the worst of animals ‘ 

****
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نَوقَُّتیَلا مْهُوَ  هٍَّرمَ  ِّلکُ  یِف  مْهُدَهْعَ  نَوضُقُنیَ  َّمُث  مْهُْنِم  َّتدهَاعَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 56

Those with whom you made a covenant, then they break their covenant every . “ 56
.” time, and they are not pious

Commentary: verse 56

The agreement of the Jews with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was that they should not help

pagans and not try to hurt the Muslims. But those groups of the Jews broke their

.promise and for the Battle of Jandaq they helped pagans by selling them arms

.Therefore, breach of promise is not consistent with humanity

But breach of promise is the style of infidels. Faithfullness and chivalry are necessary

:to piety. The verse says

Those with whom you made a covenant, then they break their covenant every time, “ 
.” and they are not pious

Some Islamic traditions indicate that he who breaks promise is a hypocrite, although

(he establishes prayers and observes the fast. (At-Tafsi̅r-ul-Burhān

****
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نَورَُّکَّذیَ مْهَُّلعََل  مْهُفَْلخَ  نْمَ  مهِِب  دِّْرشَفَ  بِرْحَْلا  یِف  مْهَُّنفَقَْثتَ  اَّمإِف  - 57

So, when you confront them in war, (by punishing them) scatter the ones . “ 57

.” behind them so that they might be admonished

Commentary: verse 57

The Qur’ānic term /taθqafannahum/ is derived from the Arabic word /θaqifa/ which

means ‘to understand something quickly and carefully’. Then the word mentioned in
the above-mentioned verse means that ‘when you encounter infidels in war, you

’. should face them very vigilantly in order not to be seized unawares

The Arabic word /taŝri̅d/ means ‘ to cause insecurity, anxiety ’ and ‘ to disperse ’. Thus,
the phrase means that you should attack the enemy in a manner and with a martial

plan that their supporters out of the scene, and the forces behind them, become so

terrified that they do not think of invasion and continuation of supporting them any

.more

:The verse says

So, when you confront them in war, (by punishing them) scatter the ones “ 

.” behind them so that they might be admonished

Islam is a religion of kindness and mercy, yet it does not tolerate treachery, breach of

promise, and disturbance of the regularity and security. Then, infidels should be

.punished so violently that they relinguish attacking you again

****
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Section 8: Muslims prepared against enemies

Point

Muslims should be prepared to meet the enemy in any number

Muslims to be always prepared to meet the enemy in any number – Peace to be

always the object of the fight –Unity, a Divine Gift – Allah’s help promised against the

.deception from the disbelievers

ءٍآوَسَ یلَعَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  ذِْبْنافَ  هًَنایَخِ  مٍوْقَ  نِم  َّنفَاخَتَ  اَّمإِو  - 58

نَیِنِئآخَْلا ُّبحُِیلا  هَّللا  َّنإِ 

نَوزُجِْعُیلا مْهَُّنإِ  اوقُبَسَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنبَسَحْیَ  لاوَ  - 59

And if you fear treachery from a people, break off (the covenant) with them in like . “ 58
.manner

.” Verily Allah does not like the treacherous

And let not those who disbelieve suppose that they have excelled (the Muslims): . “ 59
(.” verily they shall not weaken (you

Commentary: verses 58-59

The Qur’ānic term /’anbiŏ/is derived form /nabaŏa/ which means ‘ to throw ’. Here it
means: ‘then throw their covenant back to them ’. That is, from before they should

announce and cancel the covenant so that they would not be seized unawares and

.you, too, would not have acted cowardly
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The holy phrase /‘alā sawā’ /either means ‘ behaving correspondingly ’, viz. in the

same manner that they think of plotting and breaching promise, you may cancel the

covenant, too. Or, it means the clear canceling of the covenant, or having a just

(behaviour toward the enemy. (Al-Mizām

The verse is about the situation where there are some evidences upon the enemy’s
plot for invasion. So, in order to avoid it, precedence in canceling the covenant should

.be performed

The performance of canceling the covenant is just when behaving correspondingly.
:The verse says

And if you fear treachery from a people, break off (the covenant) with them in like “ 
.” manner. Verily Allah does not like the treacherous

****

And take the control of everything so vigorously that infidels do not think that they

:have preceded you. The verse says

And let not those who disbelieve suppose that they “ 

(: …” have excelled (the Muslims

:But, infidels can not gain anything through treachery. The verse continues saying

(.” verily they shall not weaken (you “…

****
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مْهُمُلَْعیَ هُّللا  مُهَُنومُلَْعتَلا  مْهِِنودُ  نِم  نَیرِخَاءَو  مْکَُّودُعَوَ  هِّللا  َّودُعَ  هِِب  نَوُبهِرُْت  لِْیخَْلا  طِاَبرِ  نِموَ  هٍَّوُق  نِم  مُتْعطَتَسْاامَ  مهَُل  اوُّدعِأَوَ  - 60

مْکُْیَلإِ َّفوَُی  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  اوقُفِْنُت  امَوَ 

نَومُلَظُْتلا مُْتْنأَوَ 

And prepare against them whatever you can of . “ 60

,military) power and of war-horses)

,to frighten thereby the enemy of Allah

,and your enemy, and others besides them

.whom you do not know (but) Allah knows them

,And whatever things you spend in the way of Allah shall be repaid to you in full

. ” and you will not be dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 60

!Increase of War Power and Its Aim

Adapting to the former instruction upon Islamic Struggle, in this verse the Qur’ān

points to an important principal which must be observed by Muslims in different ages.
.This principal is the necessity of enough war preparation against the enemy

:At first, it says

,And prepare against them whatever you can of (military) power and of war-horses “ 
…”

That is, do not wait until the enemy attacks you and then make yourselves prepare to

fight. You should be prepared
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.enough from before to stand against the probable attacks of the enemy

The concept of the verse is so vast that it quitely adapts to any time and any place. If

this great Islamic instruction which says: “ And prepare against them whatever you

can of (military) power …” is preached as a common motto everywhere and all

Muslims apply it in their own lives, whether they are young or old, educated or

uneducated, writer or speaker, soldier or officer, farmer or merchant, it will be

.enough to make amends their retardation

Practical life of the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.), as well as the great leaders of Islam,
also show that they never neglected any opportunity of fighting against their

enemies. They would not disregard any matter, small and great, about supplying

arms and personals, encouraging their soldiers, choosing a suitable camping-place,
deciding on a proper time for attacking the enemy, and utilizing all kinds of military

.methods

Next to the statement of this instruction, the Qur’ān points to the logical and manly

aim of this subject. It implies that the aim is not that you mow the nations of the world,
and even the people of your own community, by kinds of destructive arms. You should

not spoil the towns and lands, or take in possession the properties and lands of

others, or expand the principals of slavery and colonialism in the world. But, the aim is
that by these means you frighten the enemy of Allah (s.w.t.) and those who are the

:enemy of yours. The verse continues saying

, …” to frighten thereby the enemy of Allah, and your enemy “… 

The reason of it is that usually most of the enemies of the truth do not pay attention to

the logical statements and human
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.principals. They do not understand anything but the logic of force

Then, the Qur’ān adds that in addition to these enemies, whom you know, you have

some other enemies whom you do not know, but Allah knows them, and with the

increase of the military preparation in yourselves they may fear and return back. The

:verse says

. …” and others besides them, whom you do not know (but) Allah knows them “…

This statement contains an instruction for the Muslims of today, too. It implies that

Muslims should not lay emphasis only on their known enemies and confine their

preparation to the limit of struggling before them. They should also consider their

probable enemies who are in potency, and prepare the utmost power and necessary

.forces they can

Finally, the Qur’ān points to another important matter. It implies that preparing

power, forces, enough military instruments and different means of defence need a

financial source. Therefore, it commands Muslims to supply this capital through a

general cooperation. They must know that whatever they spend in this way they have

.spent it in the way of Allah, and it will not be decreased

:The verse says

, …” And whatever things you spend in the way of Allah shall be repaid to you in full “…

Equal to all that they give and, even more than that, will be repaid to them so that no

:injustice will be dealt with them. The verse ends as follows

. ” and you will not be dealt with unjustly “…
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:Explanations

This verse is an instruction upon the Muslims to be prepare before the enemy from all

points of view. They are commanded to supply any kind of arms and possibilities, to

utilize all means and methods of propagation, even mottoes and poems, that may

.cause the fright of infidels from the military power of Muslims

When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was informed that a new weapon had been made in

.Yemen, he sent someone to Yemen to supply it

It is narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that by means of an ‘ arrow ’ three persons

will be sent into Paradise: its constructor, the one who prepares it, and the person

who throws (it toward the enemy of Allah). (Tafsi̅r-i-Furqān, narrated from Ad-Dur-ul-
(. Manthūr

In Islam, financial winning and losing in the races of shooting, and horsemanship,
.have been counted permissible in order that military preparation might be supplied

It is not such that everywhere logic and discussion are enough and effective, but

.sometimes enforcement and power should come in the scene, too

That is why Muslims should always supply the most advanced military possibilities for

the defence in such a manner that nothing may be neglected, whether they are of the

kinds of political and material power, or the possibilities of propaganda and

.precausions

In Islam, all people are soldiers and general mobilization is necessary. It is also

necessary to cast terror into the hearts of the enemies. A tradition indicates that even

by tinging the
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beard do frighten the enemy, so that they do not say the Islamic troop is old. (At-
(Tafsi̅r-ul-Furqān, narrated from Man-lā-Yahduruhul-Faqi̅h

However, the war-horses are those horses which are kept ready and fed sufficiently

.in stables, not those which are left free

****
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هّللا یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَوَ  اهََل  حْنَجْافَ  مِْلَّسلِل  اوحُنَجَ  نإِو  - 61

مُیِلعَْلا عُیمَِّسْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  ِ 

(And if they incline to peace, then you (too . “ 61

.” incline to it and put your trust in Allah; verily He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 61

This verse discusses about peace with the enemy and it makes this fact more clear. It

:says

 …” And if they incline to peace, then you (too) incline to it “ 

And, since, at the time of signing the treaty of peace, men often involve with doubts

and hesitations, it commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he does not hesitate in

accepting the suggestion of peace when its conditions are logical, wisely, and justly.
He is ordered to trust in Allah, because He both hears their debates and is aware of

.their intentions

:The verse continues saying

.” and put your trust in Allah; verily He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing “… 

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِبوَ هِرِصْنَِب  كَدََّیأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  هُّللا  کَبَسْحَ  َّنإِف  كَوعُدَخْیَ  نأَ  آودُیرُِی  نإِو  - 62

.And if they intend to deceive you, Allah is indeed sufficient for you . “ 62

.” It is He Who strengthened you with His help and with (the support of) the believers

Commentary: verse 62

If the leader of Muslims is certain of the enemy’s trickery around the peace, the

situation changes. But, in the case of the existence of probable of good intention, it

.should be vigilantly accepted

Some Islamic traditions indicate that ‘ the Prophet’s support performed by the

.(. believers ’ has been rendered into his support performed by Hadrat Ali (a.s

Also Ibn-i-‘Asākir narrates from ‘Abū-Hurayrah that, it is written on the ‘Arsh: “ There

is no good but I, (and) there is no partner for Me. Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is My servant

and My Messenger. I supported him by Ali ”. This is the same thing that Allah says in
(this verse. (Tafsi̅r-ul-Furqān, taken from Durr-ul-Manthūr, vol. 3, p. 199

:The verse says

.And if they intend to deceive you, Allah is indeed sufficient for you“

It is He who strengthened you with His help and with

.” the support of) the believers)

It is understood from this verse that Muslims should accept the suggestion of peace in
order that they would not be
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.introduced as ‘the seekers of war’, but they must be vigilant not to be deceived

If we do our duties accordingly, we must not be afraid of difficulties, since Allah solves

.the difficulties

It is He Who strengthened you with His help and with (the support of) the “… 
.” believers

****
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نَْیَب تَْفَّلأَ  آمَ  اًعیمِجَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  امَ  تَْقفَْنأَ  وَْل  مْهِِبوُلُق  نَْیَب  فََّلأَوَ  - 63

مْهُنَْیَب فََّلأَ  هَّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  مْهِِبوُلُق 

مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هَُّنإِ 

.And He caused affection between their hearts . “ 63

,Had you spent all that is in the earth

you could not have caused affection between their hearts, but Allah caused affection

;between them

.” verily He is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 63

The verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), implies that these sincere believers who

have gathered around you, and refrain no sacrifice to offer you, formerly were some

scattered people, enemy with each other. Then Allah showered the light of guidance

upon them and created love and affection between them so intensively that if you

spent the whole wealth from over the earth you could not wipe out the grudges of the

.Age of Ignorance from their hearts

But, through the way of good device and by Islam, Allah created love and affection

between them. The deeds of Allah are all done wisely and for common good. This very

thing is one of the great miracles that the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) was sent to a

people that, before Islam, if one of them was given a slap in the face, for its sake the

fire of some fights would be lit and so much blood would be shed. But, through the

way of Faith, all those enmities and deeds done contumaciously disappeared and love

and understanding
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substituted them. They became so faithful that they would not refuse killing father,
son and brother for the sake of their Faith. Allah announces that He has done this

:work Himself. The holy verse says

,And He caused affection between their hearts. Had you spent all that is in the earth “ 

you could not have caused affection between their hearts, but Allah caused affection

;between them

.” verily He is the Mighty, the Wise

****

p: 303

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3624 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا نَِم  کَعَبََّتا  نِمَوَ  هُّللا  کَُبسْحَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 64

.” O Prophet! Allah suffices you, and the believers who follow you . “ 64

Commentary: verse 64

A group of the Jews of Bani̅-Qurayzah and Bani̅-Nadi̅r falsely suggested to help the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The above holy verse was revealed saying that the believers were

.sufficient for him

In ‘Fadā’il-us-Sahābah’, a book written by Hāfiz-’Abū-Na‘i̅m, a famous Muslim

scholar, it is cited that the objective meaning of ‘ the believers ’, mentioned in this

(verse, is Ali-ibn-Abi̅-Tālib (a.s.).(1

Allah, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and the believers are wholly the basis of the Islamic

system. In an Islamic society, the leader is appointed with the Divine criterions. His

.law is originated from revelation, and people are obedient to the leader and the law

Obedience accompanied with Faith is a value, while obeying the leader without having

:Faith, or having Faith without following the leader is useless. The verse says

O Prophet! Allah suffices you, and the believers “ 

.” who follow you

****
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Section 9: Muslims should be prepared for all Eventualities

Point

Muslims to be ready to meet all eventualities – The triumph of lesser number of the

Muslims over the manifold

 – strength of the enemy prophesied – Law regarding taking war captives

.To be always guarded against evil and fearing Allah

نَِم اًفْلأَ  اوُبِلْغیَ  هٌَئْاِم  مْکُنِم  نکُیَ  نإِوَ  نِْیتََئْاِم  اوُبِلْغیَ  نَورُِباصـَ  نَورُشـْعِ  مْکُنِم  نکُیَ  نإِ  لِاتـَقِْلا  یلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  ضِِّرحَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهـَُّیأَ  آیـَ  - 65
نَوهُقَْفیَلاَ مٌوْقَ  مْهَُّناَِب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا 

O Prophet! Urge on the believers to fight. If there be of you twenty patient . “ 65
(steadfast men), they shall overcome two hundred, and if there be of you a hundred

(, (steadfast ones

,they shall overcome a thousand of those who disbelieve

. ” for they are a people who do not understand

Commentary: verse 65

This verse negates the equilibrium of forces in figure. It emphasizes on the spirit,
Faith and perseverance with patience. So, in order that no one supposes that the

triumph of twenty fighters before two hundred ones is an exaggeration, it repeats

.that one hundred strivers may win one thousand fighters, if they are believers
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In the early battles of Islam, there have never been any statistic equilibrium. In the

Battle of Badr, there were three hundred and thirteen believers in front of one

thousand infidels. In Uhud, seven hundred Muslims fought against three thousand

fighters. In the Battle of Khandagh, three thousand strivers struggled before ten

thousand enemies. In Mūtah, there were ten thousand Muslims in front of one

.hundred thousand pagans

One of the duties of an Islamic leader is to encourage people to Holy Struggle. The

function of the statement of the commander before military activities is very

.effective

:Therefore, in wars and Holy Struggles, propagation is necessary. The verse says

. …” O prophet! Urge on the believers to fight “ 

The definite factor in the battlefields of Muslims is Faith and perseverance with

.patience, not the number of strivers alone

That was why, at the beginning, under the command of Holy Struggle, the army of

:Islam, which was one tenth of that of the enemy, won the battle. The verse says

(, If there be of you twenty patient (steadfast men “… 

(, they shall overcome two hundred, and if there be of you a hundred (steadfast ones

they shall overcome a thousand of those

, …” who disbelieve

The soldier of Islam should have these three qualities: Faith, patience, and vigilance.
The Qur’ān qualifies ‘ the believers ’ with patience, while about the disbelievers, the

:verse says

. ” for they are a people who do not understand “…

****
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نِْیفَْلأَ اوُبِلْغیَ  فٌْلأَ  مْکُنِم  نکُیَ  نإِوَ  نِْیتََئْاِم  اوُبِلْغیَ  هٌرَِباصَ  هٌَئْاِّم  مکُنِم  نکُیَ  نإِفَ  اًفْعضَ  مْکُیِف  َّنأَ  مَِلعَوَ  مْکُنعَ  هُّللا  فََّفخَ  نَلأَا  - 66

هِّللا  ِ نذْإِِب

نَیرِِباَّصلا عَمَ  هُّللاوَ 

.Now Allah has lightened it for you, and He knows that there is weakness in you . “ 66

(, So, if there be of you a hundred patient (steadfast men

they will overcome two hundred; and if there be of you a thousand, they will

overcome two thousand by the

leave of Allah; and Allah is with the patient

(.” steadfast ones)

Commentary: verse 66

The purpose of ‘weakness’, mentioned in the verse, is weakness in Faith and

spiritualities, because the troops of Islam had not become decreased from the point

.of physical strength and number when they defeated

In this verse, and the verse before it, the Qur’ān points to three spiritual aspects

which are the factors of victory, the absense of which is a preparation for defeat; they

.are: patience, Faith, and vigilance

Thus, the main function in victory is by the leave and Will of Allah, else, in the Battle of

.Hunayn, where there were so many fighters, Muslims defeated and ran away

:The verse says
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.Now Allah has lightened it for you, and He knows that there is weakness in you “ 

(, So, If there be of you a hundred patient (steadfast men

they will overcome two hundred; and if there be of you a thousand, they will

; …” overcome two thousand by the leave of Allah

However, the patient are loved by Allah and they are in His refuge. The verse ends as

:follows

(.” and Allah is with the patient (steadfast ones “… 

****
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هَرَخِلاَا دُیرُِی  هُّللاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  ضَرَعَ  نَودُیرُِت  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَخِْثُی  یّتحَ  يرسْأَ  هَُل  نَوکُیَ  نأَ  ٍّیِبنَِل  نَاکَ  امَ  - 67

مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هُّللاوَ 

It is not (fit) for any prophet to have captives unless he has thoroughly triumphed . “ 67

,in the land. You desire the transitory world

.” while Allah desires (for you) the Hereafter; and Allah is the Mighty the Wise

Commentary: verse 67

Allah has allowed no prophet to take the members of the enemy as captives and to

keep them as pledge in order to take money from them, or hold them under obligation

and let them go; unless that he exaggerates in killing the heathens and destroying

them so that it becomes as a warning to others and that he gains authority. The verse

:says

It is not (fit) for any prophet to have captives unless he has thoroughly triumphed in “ 
. …” the land

The next phrase of the verse addresses the Muslims, not the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
because their desire was that they could take money from the captives and let them

go. The purpose is that, in the first battle, i.e. the Battle of Badr, before gaining

.authority on the earth, they took ransom
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The Arabic phrase: /‘arad-ad-dunyā/ means the property of the world which is

:something vanishable. The verse continues saying

, …” You desire the transitory world “…

You pursue the wealth of the world while Allah desires the rewards of the Hereafter

:for you. The verse says

; …” while Allah desires (for you) the Hereafter “…

The helpers of Allah will never be defeated, and verily Allah acts wisely; then, do

perform whatever He commands you, so that you enjoy the help of Allah. The verse

:ends

.” and Allah is the Mighty the Wise “…

****
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مٌیظِعَ بٌاذَعَ  مُْتذْخَأَ  آمیَِف  مْکَُّسمََل  قَبَسَ  هِّللا  نَِم  بٌاتَکِ  لاَوَْل  - 68

هَّللا اوقَُّتاوَ  اًبِّیطَ  لاًلاَحَ  مُْتمِْنغَ  اَّمِم  اوُلکُفَ  - 69

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ 

Had it not been for a prior ordinance from Allah, there would have fallen you . “ 68

(.” a great chastisement for what you had taken to (improperly

;Eat then of what you have acquired in war as booty, (which is) lawful and good . “ 69

.” and be in awe of Allah; verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verses 68-69

Once more in this verse the Qur’ān reprimands and scorns those who put into danger

:the important social interests for their own fleeting financial gains. It says

Had it not been for a prior ordinance from Allah, there would have fallen you “ 

(.” a great chastisement for what you had taken to (improperly

But, as it was mentioned in some other verses of the Qur’ān before, Allah’s way of

treatment is that, at first He explains the ordinances, then there will be His

.punishment for the disobedients of them

In the second verse, the Qur’ān refers to another ordinance of the ordinances

.concerning captives of war, and points to the question of ransom
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After the time when the Battle of Badr was ended and some captives were taken, a
group of Ansār (the Helpers) told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that they had killed seventy

pagans and had kept seventy of them in captive, all of whom were from his tribe and,
in fact, they were his captives. They asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to remit those

captives to them so that they could take ransom from them for their emancipation.
When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was waiting for the descent of revelation in this regard,
the verse was revealed and the permission of taking ‘ ransom ’ for their emancipation

.was issued

However, the verse lets Muslims use this spoil of the war, (i.e. the amount they used

:to take for emancipating captives). It says

,Eat then of what you have acquired in war as booty “ 

; …” which is) lawful and good)

This sentence may have a vast meaning, and, besides the subject of ‘ ransom ’, it

.encompasses other booties, too

Then, it commands them to be Godwary and to avoid disobeying Allah. The verse

:continues saying

; ” and be in awe of Allah “…

This meaning refers to the fact that these kinds of booties being lawful should not

cause that the aim of strugglers in battlefields to be gathering spoils of war or taking

some captives for ransom, and if formerly they had such disgraceful intentions in

.mind, they must leave them out now

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān promises remition and forgiveness about the past

:when it says

.” verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “… 

****
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Section 10: Captives of War

Point

Captives of war to be released – Help to those who did not migrate nor endeavoured

 – in the way of Allah not incumbent upon the Muslims

.Position of those who believed, migrated and endeavoured in the way of Allah

مْکَُل رفِْغیَوَ  مْکُنِم  ذَخُِا  آَّمِم  اًرْیخَ  مْکُِتؤُْی  اًرَْیخَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  یِف  هُّللا  مِلَْعیَ  نإِ  يرَسْلاَا  نَِم  مکُیدِْیأَ  یِف  نمَِل  لُق  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 70

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ 

O Prophet! Say to the captives in your hands: ‘ If Allah knows any good in your . “ 70
,hearts

,He will give you better than what has been taken away from you

.” and He will forgive you; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 70

In the occasion of revelation of the verse, it has been cited that ‘Abbās, ‘Aqi̅l, and Nufil

were captured as captives of war in the Battle of Badr. By taking ransom, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) emancipated them, and they embraced Islam. Later, the money which was

(taken as their ransom was returned to them, too. (Tafsi̅r-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Most commentary books indicate that in the Battle of Badr some Muslims said that:
for observing the respectability of the
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Prophet (p.b.u.h.), ‘Abbās, the Prophet’s uncle, should not be taken ransom from. The

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ By Allah, I do not renounce a dirham (a silver coin) of it.” Then,
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told his uncle: “ You are wealthy; then pay ransom for yourself

and for your brother’s son, ‘Aqi̅l.” ‘Abbās said: “ If I pay ransom, I will become empty

of money.” The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) answered: “ You can spend out of money you have in
Mecca with your wife, ‘Umm-ul-Fadl.” ‘Abbās said: “ None knew this matter. I

understood that you are truly a prophet.” And, at once, he became a Muslim at his

.presence

:In the Islamic system, there are three choices of designs for war captives

Emancipating them without ransom; like what happened in the conquest of Mecca, - 1
.where no captive was taken

Emancipation of captives of war by taking ransom in cash, or by exchange of - 2
.captives

Keeping captives under the control of Muslims in order to hinder the enemy of - 3
Islam to be strengthened, and to teach Islam gradually to them both, maybe they be

.guided to it

Choosing either of these three choices to be practically acted is in the authority of the

.Islamic judge

Captives must be treated in such a manner that it prepares them to be guided. Thus,
the aim of war is guiding people and defeating the illegitimate ruler, not slaughtering,

.spoiling, taking captives and taking ransom

:That is why preaching and guiding captives is necessary. The verse says

: ...” O Prophet! Say to the captives in your hands “ 

:And, the true ‘ good ’ is Faith. The holy verse continues saying
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If Allah knows any good in your hearts, He will give you better than what has been “… 
;taken away from you, and He will forgive you

.” and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

****
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مْهُْنِم نَکَْماَفَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هَّللا  اوُناخَ  دْقَفَ  کَتََنایَخِ  اودُیرُِی  نإِو  - 71

مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

And if they intend to betray against you, then they have been betraying Allah . “ 71
;from before, but He gave (you) power over them

.and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 71

Muslims should neither treat the troops of the enemy with one hundred percent of

suspition, nor in a full favourable opinion. There should be neither a bare harshness

nor a mere kindness, but they should be alert, confident in Allah, decisive, and

.merciful

:The manner of enemies is always treacherous. The verse says

And if they intend to betray against you, then they have been betraying Allah from “ 
, … ” before

But Allah is right and legitimate, and gives triumph to His adherents. The verse

:continues saying

; …” but He gave (you) power over them “… 

Allah is aware of the enemies’ intentions, and in the commandments which He issues,
:He is the Wise and the Controller of common interest. The verse says

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “… 

****
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ضٍْعَب ءُآیَِلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  کَِئَلوُْا  اورُصََنوَ  اوْوَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  مْهِسِفُْنأَوَ  مْهِِلاوَْماَِب  اودُهَاجَوَ  اورُجَاهَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 72

رُصَّْنلا مُکُْیلَعَفَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  مْکُورُصَْنتَسْا  نِإِوَ  اورُجِاهَُی  یَّتحَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  مهِِتیَلاَوَ  نِم  مْکَُل  امَ  اورُجِاهَُی  مَْلوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

رٌیصَِب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هُّللاوَ  قٌاثَیِم  مهُنَْیَبوَ  مْکُنَْیَب  مٍوْقَ  یلَعَ  َّلاإِ 

Verily those who believed and migrated and strove with their properties and . “ 72

(, their selves in the way of Allah, and those who gave shelter and helped (the strivers

.those are friends one of another

And those who believed but they did not migrate, you have not any friendship towards

.them until they migrate

Yet if they ask your help for (the sake of) religion, then it is your duty to help (them),
;save against a people with whom you have a treaty

.” and Allah sees all that you do

Commentary: verse 72

Those who had Faith and, for the love of Allah and Messenger, separated from their

homes and relations, i.e. they migrated from Mecca to Medina, and those who gave

shelter to the Emigrants and helped them in war against their enemies, i.e. Ansār (the

Helpers), inherit each other. The Emigrants and the Helpers inherited from each other

because
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of the brethren contract they concluded from the beginning with each other until the

time when this matter was abrogated by Sura Al-‘Anfāl, No. 8, verse 75, which says: “…

…”. and the blood relatives are nearer to each other

If the believers who did not migrate ask you to help them for the sake of the religion

of Allah against infidels, you should help them, except for the group of infidels who

have concluded the agreement of non-opposition with you. In this case you can not

:help the Muslims in war against them. The verse says

Verily those who believed and migrated and strove with their properties and “ 

(, their selves in the way of Allah, and those who gave shelter and helped (the strivers

.those are friends one of another

And those who believed but they did not migrate, you have not any friendship towards

.them until they migrate

Yet if they ask your help for

the sake of) religion, then it is your duty to help (them), save against a people with)
;whom you have a treaty

.” and Allah sees all that you do

****
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رٌیِبکَ دٌاسَفَوَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  هٌنَْتِف  نکُتَ  هُوُلعَْفتَ  َّلاإِ  ضٍْعَب  ءُآیَِلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 73

And (as for) those who disbelieve, they are friends one of another. If you do not . “ 73
,so

.” there will be confusion in the earth and a greater mischief

Commentary: verse 73

The meaning of this verse is that Muslims should refrain from being friends of infidels

and helping them, though they may be their close relatives. They should leave out

.their guardianship, too

If you do not do what Allah (s.w.t.) has commanded you, there will appear a great

confusion and a great mischief in the earth. That is, if you do not settle a relation of

brotherhood between yourselves, and some of you do not take one another as

guardians, even by inheriting from each other, and do not prefer the connection of

Islam to the connection of relationship, nor cut off the communication between you

and pagans, you will confront a great confusion and mischief in the earth. For, as long

as Muslims are not untied before infidels, polytheism will remain and pagans will be

.bold upon Muslims and will call them towards infidelity

:The verse says

And (as for) those who disbelieve, they are friends one of another. If you do not so,“
.” there will be confusion in the earth and a greater mischief
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مٌیرِکَ قٌزْرِوَ  هٌرَفِْغمَ  مهَُل  اًقّحَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْا  اورُصََنوَ  اوْوَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اودُهَاجَوَ  اورُجَاهَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 74

,And (as for) those who believed and migrated and strove in the way of Allah . “ 74

;and those who gave shelter and helped, those are the believers truly

.” for them is forgiveness and a noble sustenance

Commentary: verse 74

Then Allah refers again to the Emigrants and the Helpers (Ansār) and admires them.
:The verse says

,And (as for) those who believed and migrated and strove in the way of Allah“

; …” and those who gave shelter and helped, those are the believers truly

The evidence of this statement is that they both emigrated, and helped the Muslims,
and separated from their relatives, and also, by spending their properties for the sake

:of the religion of Allah, they proved their true Faith. The verse continues saying

.” for them is forgiveness and a noble sustenance “… 

****
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هِّللا بِاتَکِ  یِف  ضٍْعبَِب  یَلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  مِاحَرْلاَا  ْاوُلوْأُو  مْکُنِم  کَِئَلوْاُفَ  مْکُعَمَ  اودُهَاجَوَ  اورُجَاهَوَ  دُْعَب  نِم  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 75

مٌیِلعَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُِب  هَّللا  َّنإِ 

And those who believed afterwards and migrated and . “ 75

,strove with you, they are of you

and the blood relations are nearer to each other

.” in the book of Allah; verily Allah knows everything

Commentary: verse 75

The objective of the first part of the verse is those who believed after the first

.Emigration, and they migrated, too

:The verse saying

, …” And those who believed afterwards and migrated and strove with you“

It is similar to the content of Sura Al-Hashr, No. 59, verse 10, which says: “And those

 …” who came after them

:The verse continues saying

, …” they are of you “… 

This holy phrase means that they are like you and their judgement from the point of

obligation of their friendship and helping them is the same as the judgement of yours,
.although they believed and migrated after you

…” and the blood relations are nearer to each other “…

That is, relatives are in precedence when they inherit. In other words, when

.inheriting, some of them are more deserve from some others of the relatives
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This ordinance has been abrogated the heritage ordinance which had been issued

.because of Emigration and helping

; …” in the book of Allah “…

some of the commentators have said that the holy phrase “in the book of Allah”
means in the ‘ Protected Tablet ’, while some others have said that this holy phrase

:here means

 ’. in the Qur’ān ‘ 

This holy verse can be taken as an evidence to the fact that whoever is nearer to the

dead, from the point of relation, is more deserve to inheriting from him. The verse

:ends as follows

.” verily Allah knows everything “…

****

The End of Sura Al-‘Anfāl
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(Sura At-Taubah (Barā’at)No. 9 (129 verses

:The Feature of Sura At-Taubah

This Sura, which is the ninth Sura of the Qur’ān, contains 129 verses and has been

revealed in the ninth year A.H. (anno Hejira). Some parts of the Sura were revealed

before the Battle of Tabūk, some parts during the Battle, and other parts were

.revealed after it

Regarding the Islamic literature, the most recorded known names of this Sura are ‘
At-Taubah ’ and ‘Al-Barā’at ’. Since the subject of repentance of man and the return

of the grace of Allah has repeatedly been referred to in this Sura, it has been called ‘
At-Taubah ’, and for the fact that the Sura begins with the declaration of immunity

 ’. towards idolaters, it has been named ‘ Al-Barā’at

The subject matters of this Sura are mostly related to the subject matters of Sura

Al-’Anfāl. For this matter, some commentators, considering this Sura the continuation

of that one, have said that, because of this circumstance, Sura At-Taubah has not

needed to have the holy phrase Bismillāh-ir-Rahmān-ir-Rahi̅m. But, according to

Sh‘iah’s belief, the traditions which have been received from Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) denote

that this Sura is independent and the absence of Bismillāh at its beginning is for its

wrathful tone due to the idolaters. The holy phrase Bismillāh is an indication of mercy

and security, while this Sura has been commenced with the declaration of immunity

.towards perjured idolaters
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For the importance of this Sura, the word of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) is

sufficient when he said: “ The Suras Al-Barā’t and Tauhi̅d were revealed accompanied

.” with seventy thousand rows of the angels

****
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(Sura At-Taubah (Al-Barā’at

Section 1: Immunity Declared

Point

Muslims no more liable to give amnesty to the enemy idolaters – Except to those who

 – were faithful to the covenant – Those who believe in Islam to be pardoned

.Idolaters to be given protection when they seek it

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  مُتدْهَاعَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  هٌءَآرََب  - 1

This is a declaration of) immunity from Allah and . “ ) 1

.” His Messenger towards those of the polytheists with whom you made covenant

:Some Points Necessary to Be Noted

In the Islamic traditions, the name of this Sura has been introduced as ‘ Barā’at ’ - 1
and ‘ Taubah ’. This fact makes it clear that this Sura is not a part of Sura Al-’Anfāl, but

.it is an independent one

The content of this Sura has a tone of indignation. For this reason it has begun - 2
without the holy phrase Bismillāh. By this sign we understand that the holy phrase

Bismillāh-ir-Rahmān-ir-Rahi̅m at the beginning of every Sura belongs to that very

sura and is a part of it. Thus, this holy phrase has not been located as a ceremonial

.phrase at the beginning of every Sura
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The declaration of Barā’at (immunity) was for the infidels’ perjury which has been - 3
referred to in verses 7 and 8 of the current Sura. In Islam, the general law is that

promises should be fulfilled, and as long as the opposite party is faithful to the treaty,
it should be kept, too. Moreover, in that circumstance, it was for the reason of their

weakness that the Muslims had to accept that treaty, else, the desire of the Muslims

.was the destruction of idolism as rapidly as possible

:Some Details upon These Verses

In the eighth year A.H., Mecca was conquered, but the pagans still continued coming

into Meccan to perform their worshipping rites which was, of course, a mixture of

superstitions and aberrations. Among their customs it was seen that they used to give

in charity the clothing with which they had circumambulated. Once it happened that a
woman desired to perform some more circumambulations after finishing her first

circumambulation, but, since she had no more clothes with her, she had to

.circumambulate nakedly while people were watching her

That circumstance was not tolerable for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Muslims, who

were in a very high degree of power. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was waiting for the

command of Allah until when this Sura was revealed in Medina. The Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) commissioned Abū-Bakr to convey some verses of it unto the people of

Mecca. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) chose him, maybe, for the reason that he was an old

.man and people were not sensitive to him

But, after Abū-Bakr had left Medina towards Mecca, Angel Gobriel appeared to the

Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and brought a Message from Allah denoting that the recital of

those verses of
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the Qur’ān should be conveyed either by the Holy Prophet himself or by the one who

is of him. As soon as the divine command was received, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) called

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) and instructed him to do it. He said: “ I am his and he is mine.” It was so

that, in the midst of the way, Ali (a.s.) took away the verses from him and went into

.Mecca where he recited them unto the pagans

The details of the recitation of the verses of this Sura by Ali (a.s.) are recorded in the

books of the Sunnites, too. Some Prophet’s companions such as: Abū-Bakr himself, Ali

(a.s.), Ibn-‘Abbās, ‘Anas-ibn-Mālik and Jābir-ibn-‘Abdillah ’Ansāri̅ have narrated them

(and quoted them inside a lot of Islamic sources. (1

Some of the Sunnite writers have tried to pretend this fact as an ordindary matter so

that it would not be counted as a kind of privilege for Hadrat Ali (a.s.). They have

considered the mission of recitation of the verses given to Ali (a.s.) as a manner of

complying with his request, not as a privilege for him; while for complying with any

one’s request, a safe mission might be given to him, not the recitation of the verses of

declaration of Barā’at (immunity) from pagans, in the region of infidelity and by a

person who had killed many of the idolaters in different wars and where a lot of the

.people were carrying his hatred in their hearts
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When Allah commanded Moses (a.s.) to go toward Pharaoh in order to invite him to

Unity, he (a.s.) said: “ My Lord! Verily I killed one of them, so I fear lest they should slay

me;”.(1) Then he asked Him to send his brother Aaron with him as an aider. But, Ali

(a.s.), who had killed a large number of the chiefs of pagans, went alone towards them

and recited the verses of immunity unto them with the utmost calmness. This event

happened in a sensitive place, i.e. Muna, where the site of the last lapidation was

.located near-by

The subjects which were revealed and were announced unto pagans by Ali (a.s.) were

:as follows

.Acquittal declared, and treaties cancelled-1

.The prohibition of pagans participating in Hajj from the following year-2

.The prohibition of circumambulation around the Ka‘bah in the state of nakedness-3

.The prohibition of pagans entering the Sacred Mosque-4

Commentary: verse 1

The holy phrase: “ (This is a declaration of) immunity from Allah ” indicates that this

.acquittal is from the side of Allah

And the, phrase: “ and His Messenger ”, mentioned immediately after it, means that

the strings of promises and treaties were cut off, respites were ended, and

.agreements were cancelled

The addressee ‘ you ’ in the sentence: “ towards those of the polytheists with whom

you made covenant ” is both the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and the Muslims. Thus, it
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means that they should declare immunity unto the polytheists between whom and

them there was an agreement, because Allah (s.w.t.) and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) are

.quit of them

The objective meaning here is that Allah (s.w.t.) and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) are quit

of giving a promise to them and, after that, fulfilling it, because the polytheists who

.made covenants with them broke their promises

If someone asks how it is permissible for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to break his promise,
the answer is that it is permissible for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to break his promise by

:one of the following ways

The fulfilment of the promise was conditioned that there would not come any other ( 1
command from Allah, the Exalted, upon it, and since there came down a revelation

instructing that there would remain no covenant thereafter, the Messenger of Allah

.(p.b.u.h.) broke the covenant

Since treachery and perjury was made manifest from the side of idolaters, Allah, ( 2
.the Exalted, instructed His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to break their covenant, too

That covenant was not a permanent (and an absolute) treaty, but it was bound over ( 3
a definite point of time and for a certain length of time, so that when its term was

.ended that covenant would be broken, either

It has also been pointed out in some traditions that the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
had conditioned the above mentioned matters with them in the treaty. It has also

been narrated that the idolaters broke their promise or decided to break it. Then,
Allah, the Glorified, commanded His Prophet to break their covenant, too Next to that,
through the following verse, Allah, the Glorified, addressing the idolaters, says: “ So go

 …”. about in the earth
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:Explanations

:Fulfilment the promise, yes; but surrending to plots, never. The verse says - 1

This is a declaration of) immunity from Allah and “ )

. ” His Messenger towards those of the polytheists with whom you made covenant

The legislator is Allah, (1) of course, but in conduct and action, Allah and the - 2
:Messenger of Allah are mentioned beside each other

 …” from Allah and His Messenger “… 

It is true that legally we have to be faithful to our treaties, but heartily immunity - 3
from polytheists and those who deviated from the straight path is a religious principle

(in Islam. (2

If a treaty is cancelled because of fear from a plot and a treachery, it should be - 4
.announced to the opposite party, in order that they might not be seized unawares

Immunity is a sign of sharp conclusiveness and authority; while being silent before - 5
.plots and breach of covenants is a sign of weakness and abasement

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلا يزِخُْم  هَّللا  َّناَوَ  هِّللا  يزِجِْعُم  رُْیغَ  مْکَُّناَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  رٍهُشْأَ  هَعََبرْأَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  اوحُیسِفَ  - 2

So go about in the earth freely for four months, and know that you can not make . “ 2
.” futile Allah, and that Allah degrades the infidels

Commentary: verse 2

The Qur’ānic phrase: “So go about in the earth freely…” addresses the pagans of

Mecca meaning that they could go about freely, and with peace of mind, in the land of

Mecca and, being in easy circumstances. They were allowed to supply their

necessities during that time when they were in security from the swords of the

.Muslims

Then, it continues saying: “…for four months, …” which means when this time was

ended and the pagans did not embrace Islam, the string of their covenant would be

.broken and the security of life and wealth would be removed from them

,…” and know that you can not make futile Allah “…

That is, they should know that they could not escape from Allah, since wherever they

.might be they were under the Power and Command of Allah

.” and that Allah degrades the infidels “…

This part of the verse means that they should also know that Allah will bring disgrace

.to the unbelievers

Regarding the question that which months were the four months that Allah respited

the pagans, most commentators have said that this time had been from the beginning

of Shawwāl until the end of Muharram, because these verses were revealed in

.Shawwāl
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مُْتْیَّلوَتَ نإِو  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  مُْتْبُت  نإِفـَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  نَِم  ءٌيرَِب  هَّللا  َّنأَ  رِبَکْـَلاا  ِّجحـَْلا  مَوْیـَ  سِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  هِِلوسـُرَوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  نٌاذَأَوَ  - 3
مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَِب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  رِِّشَبوَ  هِّللا  يزِجِْعُم  رُْیغَ  مْکَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْافَ 

And (this) is proclamation from Allah and His Messenger to the people on the day of . “ 3
the

great pilgrimage that Allah and His Messenger are quit of the polytheists. Yet if you

repent, that will be

,better for you, and if you turn back

;then know that you can not make futile Allah

.” and inform those who disbelieve of a painful punishment

Commentary: verse 3

Once more the Qur’ān announces the cancellation of the treaties of pagans with a

:stronger emphasis. It even assigns the date of its proclamation when the verse says

And this is proclamation from Allah and His Messenger to the people on the day of“
the great pilgrimage

. …” that Allah and His Messenger are quit of the polytheists

In fact, by this public proclamation in the land of Mecca and on that great day, Allah

has shut the enemies’ ways of seeking pretext, and cut off the tongue of slanderers

so that they might not say that they were seized unawares and were attacked

.unduely

Then the verse addresses the pagans themselves and, through a kind of

encouragement and warning, uses effort to
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guide them. At first, it implies that if they repent and return to Allah, with desisting

:from idolatry, it will be better for them. The verse says

, …” Yet if you repent, that will be better for you “…

That is, if they embrace Islam, the religion of Unity, it is good for their own selves both

in this world and the next one. And, if they contemplate properly, they will understand

that, under its ray, all disturbances will turn to peace and arrangement, and it is not so

.(. that their right belief brings any benefit for Allah (s.w.t.) and the Prophet (p.b.u.h

After that statement, the Qur’ān warns the zealous and stubborn opponents, saying

that if they disobey this command, which supplies their own happiness, they should

know that they can never weaken Allah, nor are they able to go outside of His Might.
:The verse continues saying

and if you turn back, then know that you “…

; …” can not make futile Allah

:Finally, the verse alarms those who resist obstinately not to believe, and says

.” and inform those who disbelieve of a painful punishment “…

****

p: 333

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3656 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


اًئْیشَ مْکُوصُقُنیَ  مَْل  َّمُث  نَیکِرِشْمُْلا  نَِم  مُّْتدْهَاعَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّلاإ  - 4

مْهِِتَّدُم یَلإِ  مْهُدَهْعَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  اوُّمِتاَفَ  اًدحَأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اورُهِاظَُی  مَْلوَ 

نَیقَِّتمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَّللا  َّنإِ 

Except those of the polytheists with whom you made covenant, and who have not . “ 4
failed you in

.anything nor have supported anyone against you

;Then fulfil their treaty with them until (the end of) their term

.” surely Allah loves the pious ones

Commentary: verse 4

This unilateral cancellation of pagans’ covenants related only to those pagans from

whom some signs of perjury, or preparation of perjury, had been appeared.
Therefore, in this holy verse, one group of the polytheists have been excepted. The

:Qur’ān says

Except those of the polytheists with whom you made covenant, and who have not “ 
failed you in

. …” anything nor have supported anyone against you

:Thus, the command of Allah about conducting with this group is as follows

; …” Then fulfil their treaty with them until (the end of) their term “…

The reason of this exception is stated that Allah loves the pious ones, those who avoid

.any perjury and transgression

:It says

.” surely Allah loves the pious ones “…
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اوُماقَأَوَ اوُباتَ  نإِفَ  دٍصَرْمَ  َّلکُ  مْهَُل  اودُعُْقاوَ  مْهُورُصُحْاوَ  مْهُوذُخُوَ  مْهُومُُّتدجَوَ  ثُْیحَ  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  اوُلُتْقافَ  مُرُحُْلا  رُهُشـْلاَا  خَلَسـَنا  اذَإِفَ  - 5
مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  مْهُلَیِبسَ  اوُّلخَفَ  هَاکََّزلا  اوُتَاءَوَ  هَلاََّصْلا 

Then when the sacred months are drawn away, slay the polytheists wherever you . “ 5
,find them

.and seize them and besiege them and lie in wait for them in every ambush

But if they repent and perform the prayer and pay the poor-rate, (zakāt) then leave

;their way free to them

.” verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 5

In this verse, the duty of Muslims towards pagans after their respite, which was four

months, has been stated, where the most intensive instruction has been issued upon

:them. It says

Then when the sacred months are drawn away, slay the polytheists wherever you “ 
, …” find them

:Next to that, it continues saying

.and seize them …” in order to take them captives “… 

:The verse, then adds that they must be put in the circle of besiege. It says

…” and besiege them “… 

:After that, the verse extends the statement against them, and says

. …” and lie in wait for them in every ambush “… 
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This harshness of action is for the sake that Islam’s plan is to root out idolatry from

the whole points of the earth, since idolatry is not a creed or religion which could be

.respected

But, this harshness and severity is not in the sense that the way of return is shut to

them, but whenever and wherever they decide they can change their direction. That

:is why, immediately next to that, the Qur’ān adds

(But if they repent and perform the prayer and pay the poor-rate, (zakāt “…

; …” then leave their way free to them

As for the reason of this opportunity, it is said that Allah is Forgiving and Merciful, and

He does not repel from Himself the one who returns to Him. The verse ends with the

:following phrase

.” verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “… 

****
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هِّللا مَلاَکَ  عَمَسْیَ  یَّتحَ  هُرْجِاَفَ  كَرَاجَتَسْا  نَیکِرِشْمُْلا  نَِم  دٌحَأَ  نْإِو  - 6

هُنَمَأْمَ هُْغِلْبأَ  َّمُث 

نَومُلَْعیَ مٌوْقَ لاَ  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِلذَ 

And if any of the polytheists seeks protection from you, grant him protection till he . “ 6
;hears the Word of Allah; then do convey him to his place of security

.” that is because they are a people who do not know

Commentary: verse 6

This verse means that if after passing four months of respite one of the idolaters,
against whom you were commanded to fight, comes to you and asks for security to

hearken to your invitation and to the reasoning of the Qur’ān, do respite him and

explain your aim to him. Then do respite him to listen to the Word of Allah and to

:contemplate over it. The verse says

And if any of the polytheists seeks protection from you, grant him protection“

; …” till he hears the Word of Allah

The manner in which the Qur’ān has appointed only the Word of Allah and has said:
“…till he hears the word of Allah; …” is for the reason that the most important proofs

.lie in the very Word of Allah

:Then the verse continues saying

; …” then do convey him to his place of security “… 
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This part of the verse means that if the one embraced Islam, he would obtain the

goodness and prousperity of two worlds; and if the one did not embrace Islam, you

should not kill him in order to avoid deceiving him, but you should send him to his own

.home where he has security of life and wealth

:The concluding phrase of the holy verse is as follows

.” that is because they are a people who do not know “… 

This phrase means that this respite is for the sake that such people are some ones

who do not know the Faith and the reasons of Islam. Then, you should respite them

.so that they hear, contemplate well and become cognizant

****
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Section 2: The Immunity – Its Reason Explained

Point

The idolaters’ repeated violation of covenants – The frequent violation entitling the

 – enemy to punishment

.Amnesty and protection to be given to those who repent and amend

َّنإِ مْهَُل  اومُیقِتَسْافَ  مْکَُل  اوُماقَتَسْا  امَفَ  مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسـْمَْلا  دَنعِ  مُّْتدْهَاعَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّلاإِ  هِِلوسُرَ  دَنعِوَ  هِّللا  دَنعِ  دٌهْعَ  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلِل  نُوکُیَ  فَْیکَ  - 7
نَیقَِّتمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَّللا 

How can there be a covenant for the polytheists with Allah and with His . “ 7
?Messenger

Except those with whom you made covenant at the Holy Mosque; so long as they

stand faithful to you, then be you (too) faithful to them; verily Allah loves the pious

.” ones

Commentary: verse 7

Through the previous verses, Allah (s.w.t.) commanded the covenants of the pagans

to be cancelled. Here, in this verse, it explains that the reason of that commandment

was the very perjury which appeared from them. But, concerning those pagans who

were faithful to their covenants, the Qur’ān instructs to having perseverance with

:them. So, it says
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?How can there be a covenant for the polytheists with Allah and with His Messenger “ 
…”

This phrase of the verse means how they may have the covenant of friendship while

they have decided in their hearts to breach the covenant. This statement (of

interrogation) is said either because of wonder, or as a positive interrogation with a
.negative sense

Some commentators have said that this verse means how may Allah instruct that you

desist from shedding the blood of pagans? Then, He has exceptioned the following

:group of pagans, and said

; …” Except those with whom you made covenant at the Holy Mosque “… 

This part of the verse means that they have covenant with Allah, because they do not

.intend in their hearts to perform any perjury or treachery against you

:Then the verse continues saying

so long as they stand faithful to you, then be you “… 

; …” too) faithful to them)

That is, so long as they are faithful to their covenant and remain in the straight way

.with you upon their promise, you should act with the same manner, too

And, the last phrase of the verse indicates that Allah loves the pious, the ones who

:avoid perjury. The verse says

.” verily Allah loves the pious ones “… 

****
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نَوقُسِافَ مْهُرُثَکْأَوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  یَبأْتَوَ  مْهِهِاوَْفاَِب  مکَُنوضُرُْی  هًَّمذِ  لاوَ  لاإِ  مْکُیِف  اوُبُقرْیَلا  مْکُْیلَعَ  اورُهَظْیَ  نإِو  فَْیکَ  - 8

How (can it be?) For if they prevail against you, they will observe towards you . “ 8
.neither ties of relationship nor treaty

They please you with their mouths while their hearts do not conscent, and most of

.” them are ungodly

Commentary: verse 8

The repetition of the word ‘ How ’ in this verse is for the reason that it seems

improbable and rare that pagans stand faithful to their covenant. Then, it’s meaning

(the verb of which has been omitted) is: how there may remain a covenant for them

while if they acquire mastery and prevail upon you, knowing the background of your

Faith and your covenants, they will observe neither any ties of relationship nor any

:promise and treaty. The verse says

How (can it be?) For if they prevail against you, they will observe towards you“

. …” neither ties of relationship nor treaty

The Arabic word: /’ill/ means ‘ relationship ’ and it has also been used in the sense of

’. ‘oath

By the usage of the word / yardūnakum / (they please you) in the verse, Allah has

qualified the state of pagans meaning that their inwards are opposite from their

:outwards. The verse says

…” They please you with their mouths “…
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Then, the verse has been continued implying that the grudges and enmities they have

.in their hearts are different from the nice words they utter through their mouths

, …” while their hearts do not conscent “… 

Finally, in the continuation of qualifications of pagans, the verse denotes that most of

them excess in infidelity and idolatry and do not have any virtue and manliness to

prevent them from these affairs, while there are some pagans who usually show

chastity in committing what is disgrace, and refrain from breaching promise and

:perjury. The verse ends as follows

.” and most of them are ungodly “…

****
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نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَامَ  ءَآسَ  مْهَُّنإِ  هِِلیِبسَ  نعَ  اوُّدصَفَ  لاًیِلقَ  اًنمََث  هِّللا  تِایَاَِب  اوْرَتَشْا  - 9

They have sold the signs of Allah for a small price, and have hindered (people) . “ 9
.” from His way. Surely evil was what they used to do

Commentary: verse 9

In exchange for losing the signs of Allah, whatever they gain is naught. The verse

:says

, …” They have sold the signs of Allah for a small price “ 

Human beings are free in action and choosing the way, and all the Divine verses which

refer to the bargains of human beings are the signs indicating to his freedom. The

:holy verse continues saying

. …” and have hindered (people) from His way “… 

Therefore, selling the pleasure of Allah and the eternal Paradise for the corruptive

fleeting world is the worst work, because the whole world, and whatever is found in it,
in the face of favours of Allah bestowed to the believers, is a small thing. That is why

:the verse says

.” Surely evil was what they used to do “…

****
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نَودُتَْعمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  هًَّمذِ  لاَوَ  لاإِ  نٍِمؤُْم  یِف  نَوُبُقرْیَلا  - 10

,They observe towards a believer neither ties of relationship nor treaty . “ 10

.” and these are they who are the transgressors

Commentary: verse 10

This verse is again upon the statement of Allah’s Wisdom due to His severe command

.instructing to quitting pagans

In the previous couple of verses, the meaning was about the lack of observing treaty

towards the Muslims; “… they will not observe towards you any ties of relationship or

treaty …”, while, here, the meaning of: “ They observe towards a believer neither ties

of relationship nor Treaty, …” has been pointed out, which is a statement of their

.quarrelsomeness towards any believer

Thus, pagans have enmity against the believers, then, never be in any doubt that you

should struggle severely against them. In the opinion of infidels, the greatest fault of

Muslims is the very Faith they have in Allah, and the same thing is the pretext of their

:hostility towards them. The verse says

, …” They observe towards a believer neither ties of relationship nor treaty “ 

:However, perjury is the same as transgression. So the verse says

.” and these are they who are the transgressors “… 

****
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نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِایَلاَا  لُِّصفَُنوَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  مْکُُناوَخْإِفَ  هَاکََّزلا  اوُتَاءَوَ  هَلاََّصلا  اوُماقَأَوَ  اوُباتَ  نإِف  - 11

But if they repent and perform the prayer and pay the alms (zakāt), then they are . “ 11
;your brethren in faith

.” and We explain the signs for the people who know

Commentary: verse 11

In the former verses of this Sura, Allah’s commandment was: “…But if they repent and

perform the prayer and pay the alms, then leave their way free to them; …” (verse 5),
while in this verse, He instructs that not only you should not bother them, but also do

:forget the past and treat them as if they are your brothers. The verse says

But if they repent and perform the prayer and pay the alms (zakāt), then they are “ 
.” your brethren in faith; and We explain the signs for the people who know

:Explanations

In confronting them, observe the style of graduality and proceed step by step. At . 1
first, there is the lack of opposition: “…then leave their way free to them…” and then:

 … ”. “…they are your brethren in faith

:A true repentance is accompanied with action . 2

…” they repent and perform the prayer “…

Those who do not perform the prayer and do not pay the alms are not our brethren . 3
:in faith, as the verse says
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;…” if … perform … and pay…,then they are your brethren in faith “… 

The basis of a Muslim’s relations, and love and enmity, is the religion, as in the verse . 4
:next to the above mentioned verse, it is said

 …” if they break their oaths … then fight “…

.The condition of entering into the circle of ‘brethren in faith’ is prayer and alms . 5

.You should have a brotherly treatment with a repenter . 6

…” if they repent … then they are your brethren “… 

Those who were deserving death formerly, now, under the light of repentance, . 7
.prayer, and alms are equal in rights with Muslims

; …” then they are your brethren in faith “…

****
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نَوهُتَنیَ مْهَُّلعََل  مْهَُل  نَامَْیأَ  مْهَُّنإِ لآ  رِْفکُْلا  هََّمِئأَ  اوُلِتاقَفَ  مْکُِنیدِ  یِف  اوُنعَطَوَ  مْهِدِهْعَ  دِْعَب  نِم  مهَُنامَْیأَ  اوُثکََن  نإِوَ  - 12

,But if they break their oaths after their covenant and revile your religion . “ 12

then fight the leaders of infidelity. Verily there is no oath for them, so that they may

.” desist

Commentary: verse 12

Once Ali-ibn-Abi̅tālib (a.s.) was asked why the fugitives of the Battle of Seffin were

.persued, but in the Battle of Camel the fugitives were left free

He (a.s.) said that in Seffin the leader of infidelity was alive and the fugitives would

gather around him. And, after being formed, they might attack. But in the Battle of

Camel, where their leader was killed, there was not any pivot around which they could

.be formed and organized again

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said: “Whoever makes sarcastic remarks to your religion, he will

(surely become infidel. ” Then he (a.s.) recited this verse. (Tafsir-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

:Explanations

Since the origin of perjury and deriding the religion is often from the side of the . 1
:chiefs of infidelity, then struggle hard against them. The verse says

,But if they break their oaths after their covenant and revile your religion “ 

. …” then fight the leaders of infidelity
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:The Islamic Holy Struggle is for the defend of the religion. The verse says . 2

…” they break their oath … and revile your religion, then fight “…

.Apostasy is one of the kinds of perjury and deriding the religion . 3

.Oppose seriously against those who blaspheme . 4

When striving for the religion, make inquires of the chiefs of plotters, the central . 5
.office of commanders, and organization, and destroy them

 …” the leaders of infidelity “… 

Not any oath should beguile you; the oaths of the breachers of covenant are invalid. . 6
:The verse says

, …” Verily there is no oath for them “…

:The aim of the Islamic Holy Struggle is to prevent the enemy’s plot. The verse says . 7

.” so that they may desist “… 

****
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هُوْشَخْتَ نأَ  ُّقحَأَ  هُّللافَ  مْهَُنوْشَخْتَأَ  هٍَّرمَ  لََّوأَ  مْکُوءُدََب  مهُوَ  لِوسَُّرلا  جِارَخْاِِب  اوُّمهَوَ  مْهَُنامَْیأَ  اوُثکََن  اًموْقَ  نَوُلِتاقَُت  لاَأَ  - 13

نَیِنِمؤُْم مُتنکُ  نإِ 

Will you not fight a people who broke their oaths and aimed at the expulsion of . “ 13
?the Messenger, and they did attack you first

Do you fear them? But Allah is most deserving that you should fear Him, if you are

.” believers

Commentary: verse 13

In order to encourage Muslims and to banish any kind of listlessness, fear, and

hesitation concerning this vital affair from their minds and their selves, the Qur’ān

:says

Will you not fight a people who broke their oaths and aimed at the expulsion of the“
, …” Messenger

You were not the beginners of attack and perjury to be worried and anxious about it,
:but the fight and perjury was started form their own side. The verse says

? …” and they did attack you first “…

So, if some of you hesitate fighting against them because of fear, this fright is quietly

:improper. The verse continues saying

Do you fear them? But Allah is most deserving that you should fear Him, if you are “…

.” believers

****
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نَیِنِمؤُْم مٍوْقَ  رَودُصُ  فِشْیَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  مْکُرْصُنیَوَ  مْهِزِخُْیوَ  مْکُیدِْیاَِب  هُّللا  مُهُْبِّذعَُی  مْهُوُلِتاقَ  - 14

,Fight them, (and) Allah will punish them at your hands and degrade them . “ 14

and He will help you (to victory) over them and heal the (injured) breasts of a people

.” (who) believe

Commentary: verse 14

There may be asked how it is that here, in this holy verse, the statement is upon the

chastisement of people while in Sura Al-‘Anfāl, No. 8, verse 32 the Qur’ān, addressing

,the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says: “ But Allah is not to punish them while you are among them

…”.

The answer of this question is that the objective meaning of that verse is the

heavenly chastisements which are destructive, like the chastisements of the People

of ‘Ād and Thamūd. In this verse, the words are about the hardship and punishment

:of fight. The verse says

,Fight them, (and) Allah will punish them at your hands and degrade them“

and He will help you (to victory) over them and heal the (injured)breasts of a people

.” (who) believe

Explanations

Presence in the scene and Holy Struggle should be shown from your side, and then - 1
.help and assistance come from Allah
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Fight them, (and) Allah will punish them at your hands and degrade them, and He will“
 …” help you

.Strivers of Holy Struggles are Allah’s arms and His executive factors - 2

…” And Allah will punish them at your hands “… 

The normatic customs of Allah are executed through the natural ways, causes and - 3
.means

…” at your hands “… 

Next to the martial defeat of the enemy, there comes the turn of a spiritual and - 4
.political knock

…” will punish them and degrade them “…

The aim of an Islamic war is to efface infidelity, to disgrace infidels, and to bring - 5
.peace for the believers

He will punish them and degrade them … and heal the (injured) hearts of a people “… 
.” (who) believe

.It is necessary to have encouragement and preaching before war - 6

It is true that in war there will some people be martyred and some others become - 7
.remorseful, but the Islamic community will continue to live in peace and honour

In social affairs, the fate of the believers relates to each other. Thus, your victory is - 8
.the remedy of the injured hearts of other believers

He will help you (to victory) over them and heal the (injured) hearts of a people “… 
.” (who) believe

****
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ءُآشَیَ نمَ  یلَعَ  هُّللا  بُوُتیَوَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  ظَْیغَ  بْهِذُْیوَ  - 15

مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

And He removes the rage of their hearts, and Allah turns (mercifully) to . “ 15
,whomever He pleases

.” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 15

Finally, in the conflict between right and wrong, after bearing the bitterness of

:troubles, the sweetness of triumph is for the believers. The verse says

, …” And He removes the rage of their hearts “ 

After gaining victory, you ought to receive those who come to you to join you, and you

should not tell them where they were until then. The abovementioned verse, in this

:regard, says

and Allah turns (mercifully) to whomever “… 

, …” He pleases

You must never repel those who come to you because of the fear of their plot. Allah is
aware of the true repentance or a hypocritic one but, according to the Divine Wisdom,
with keeping the principles of security, whoever expresses Islam it should be

.accepted from him

.” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “… 

****
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مْکُنِم اودُهَاجَ  نَیذَِّلا  هُّللا  مِلَْعیَ  اَّمَلوَ  اوکُرَْتُت  نأَ  مُْتْبسِحَ  مْأَ  - 16

هًجَیِلوَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  لاوَ  هِِلوسُرَ  لاوَ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  اوذُخَِّتیَ  مَْلوَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ امَِب  رٌیِبخَ  هُّللاوَ 

(Or did you think (only with claim of Faith) you would be left (in peace . “ 16

while Allah has not yet known those of you who have struggled hard and have not

taken any one as

an intimate friend besides Allah and His Messenger and the believers? And Allah is

.” aware of what you do

Commentary: verse 16

In this verse, the Muslims are encouraged to the Holy Struggle in another way. It

attracts their attention to their heavy responsibility that they have in this regard. It

implies that they must not consider that only by claiming Faith everything will be

arranged all right, but the truthfulness of their intention and the uprightness of their

speech, and the reality of their belief will be made manifest when they confront the

.enemies, confronting them sincerely and free from any hypocrisy

At first, the Qur’ān inquires whether they imagine that they will be left in peace and

they will not be put in the course of examination. It is in this case that their strivers,
and those of them who have not taken any one as confidant except Allah and the

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the believers, have not yet been known. The verse says
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(Or did you think (only with claim of Faith) you would be left (in peace “ 

while Allah has not yet known those of you who have struggled hard and have not

taken any one as an intimate friend besides Allah and

? …” His Messenger and the believers

In fact, the abovementioned part of the verse reminds Muslims two subjects. These

subjects are as that only with the bare claim of Faith the work is not completed, and

the personality of people will not be made clear, but they will be examined by two

:means

The first is Holly Struggle in the way of Allah with the purpose of effacing the effects

of paganism and idolatry. And the second is the abandonment of any relation and

cooporation with hypocrites. The former dismisses the foreign enemies, and the latter

.expels the internal enemies

:Then, as a warning and emphasis, at the end of the verse, it says

.” And Allah is aware of what you do “…

****
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Section 3: Service of the Sacred Mosque, and the Idolaters

Point

Idolaters can not serve the Sacred Mosque – Service of the Sacred Mosque can not

be equal to the endeavour in the

way of Allah, to propagate the Faith – Dealing with the kith and kin who are

.disbelievers

نَودُِلاخَ مْهُ  رِاَّنلا  یِفوَ  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  تْطَِبحَ  کَِئَلوُْا  رِْفکُْلاِب  مهِسِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  نَیدِهِاشَ  هِّللا  دَجِاسَمَ  اورُمُْعیَ  نأَ  نَیکِرِشْمُْلِل  نَاکَ  امَ  - 17

,It is not for the polytheists to maintain the mosques of Allah . “ 17

.while they bear witness to unbelief against themselves

.” These it is whose deeds are null, and in the Fire shall they abide forever

Commentary: verse 17

It is true that the occasion of revelation of this verse is about the Sacred Mosque, yet

its command concerns all mosques and, for the same reason, the word of ‘mosques’
.has been applied in it, not the phrase of Sacred Mosque

One of the items that was announced by Ali (a.s.) in immunity from pagans was that

the Sacred Mosque was not permitted to be mended by idolaters. They should not

even enter it. This meaning has been pointed out in verse No.27 of the current Sura.
:The above verse says
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It is not for the polytheists to maintain the mosques of Allah, while they “ 

bear witness to unbelief against themselves. These it is whose deeds are null, and

.” in the Fire shall they abide forever

:Explanations

Infidels are not permissible to interfere building mosques and also in foundations . 1
.belonging to the culture and religion of Muslims

Neither ever income is lawful, nor ever association is worthy. Be aware that . 2
because of the love of mosques in you infidels can penetrate in your religious affairs.

:The verse says

, …” It is not for the polytheists to maintain the mosques of Allah “ 

Those who pretend to impiety are not rightful to interfere in the religious affairs. . 3
:The verse says

, …” while they bear witness to unbelief against themselves “…

In building and running the sacred centers and foundations, do not take the money . 4
.of impious ones, so that they can not boast, interfere and expect any thing

An action alone is not so important, but its intention has the essential function. The . 5
:verse says

 …” It is not for the polytheists to maintain “ 

****

p: 356

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3680 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


کَِئَلوُْا یسَعَفَ  هَّللا  َّلاإِ  شَخْیَ  مَْلوَ  هَاکََّزلا  یتَاءَو  هَلاََّصلا  مَاقَأَوَ  رِخِلاَا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَمَاءَ  نْمَ  هِّللا  دَجِاسَمَ  رُمُْعیَ  امََّنإِ  - 18

نَیدِتَهْمُْلا نَِم  اوُنوکُیَ  نأَ 

Only he shall maintain the mosques of Allah who believes in Allah and the Last . “ 18
,Day

(, and performs the prayer, and pays the alms (zakāt

.and fears none but Allah

.” They, hopefully, will be among the guided

Commentary: verse 18

Mosques are the important centers of Muslims’ worship and social activities.
Therefore, both their custodians should be pure and pious and their programs must

be constructive and educative. Also, their budget should be lawful, and those who

haunt there must be godly and pious. Otherwise, when the producers of mosques are

some tyrants and aggressive rulers, and their prayer-leaders are some illiterate

coward persons, mosques will naturally remain far off from their main aim which is to

be spiritually populated, not constructionally. As the late Feyz-i-Kāshāni has pointed

out in his commentary book entitled: At-Tafsir-us-Sāfi, maintaining a mosque

(includes: mending, cleanliness, pavement, light, teaching, and preaching.(1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has said: “ When you see a man haunts a mosque,
.” then testify to his Faith
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:Explanation

:Maintaining a mosque and its custodianship needs some conditions . 1

.A.From the point of belief, Faith in Origin and End is necessary

.B.From the point of practice, establishing prayers and paying alms are obligatory

.C.From the point of spirit, bravity and impenetrability are demanded

If the custodians of mosques be brave enough , the mosques will be the center of . 2
.helpful activities against transgression

The duty of the custodians of godly mosques and the maintainers of them is helping . 3
:the deprive. Therefore, they should be the givers of alms. The verse says

(and performs the prayer, and pays the alms (zakāt), and fears none but Allah. …”(1 “…

Faith is not aloof from practice; prayer is not separate from alms; and a mosque is . 4
:not empty from revolution and struggle against injustice. The verse says

Only he shall maintain the mosques of Allah who believes in Allah and the last Day, “ 
and performs the prayer, and pays the alms (zakāt) and fears none but Allah. They,

(hopefully will be among the guided.”(2
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هِّللا دَنعِ  نَووُتَسْیَلاَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  دَهَاجَوَ  رِخِلاَا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَمَاءَ  نْمَکَ  مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسْمَْلا  هَرَامَعِوَ  ِّجآحَْلا  هَیَاقَسِ  مُْتْلعَجَأَ  - 19

نَیمِِلاَّظلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَلا  هُّللاوَ 

Do you make the giving of water to the pilgrims and the maintenance of the . “ 19

,Sacred Mosque equal to someone who believes in Allah and the Last Day

and strives in the way of Allah? They are not equal with Allah, and Allah does not guide

.” the unjust people

Commentary: verse 19

Abbas, the Prophet’s uncle, and Shaybah, the custodian of Ka‘bah, were boasting to

each other. Abbas boasted of his job which was supplying water for the pilgrimages of

.the Sacred House, and Shaybah boasted of being the custodian of the Ka‘bah

Ali (a.s.) said that he gloried in the fact that they embraced Islam with the help of his

struggle and his sword. Abbas was annoyed and complained of Ali (a.s.) before the

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Then, this verse was revealed

For his precedence, Ali (a.s.) repeatedly called to witness by this verse, because Faith

and Holy Struggle were superior to the services done in the age of idolatry which did

:not bring them spiritual worth. The verse says

Do you make the giving of water to the pilgrims and the maintenance of the “ 
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,Sacred Mosque equal to someone who believes in Allah and the Last Day

? …” and strives in the way of Allah

Therefore, a deed without being accompanied hy faith is something hollow. It is like a
.mirage, or as a body without soul

This fact must be remarked here that sincere strivers are superior to others, although

.the latter are helpful in a lot of services through some other jobs

That is why if the true Faithful strivers be compared as equivalent with others, it will

.be counted as one of the social injustices

:The verse continues saying

.” They are not equal with Allah, and Allah does not guide the unjust people “…

****
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نَوزُِئآفَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  هِّللا  دَنعِ  هًجَرَدَ  مُظَعْأَ  مْهِسِفُنأَوَ  مْهِِلاوَْماَِب  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اودَهَاجَوَ  اورُجَاهَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 20

Those who believed and emigrated, and strove in Allah’s way with their . “ 20
,properties and their selves, have a greater rank with Allah

.” and these they are the triumphant

Commentary: verse 20

As an emphasis and a more explanation, the Qur’ān in this verse indicates that those

who believed and embraced Islam and migrated (to Medina) and struggled with their

possessions and their selves in the way of Allah, are the highest in rank in the view of

:Allah, and they are the achievers of salvation. The verse says

Those who believed and emigrated, and strove in Allah’s way with their properties“
.” and their selves, have a greater rank with Allah, and these they are the triumphant

:Explanations

In Islam, Faith, migration, and Holy Struggle, like piety, are located at the top of . 1
.values

 …” have a greater rank “…

With some people, the criterion is their tribal and racial relationships, while in the . 2
divine reckons, Faith, migration, and Holy Straggle are criterions of values, (…with

Allah…). If all Muslims and the Prophet’s companions could gather and
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sit in a row, the one who believed first (sooner than any other man), and spent the

longest time in the battlefields of Islam, where he suffered the strokes, would not be

.(. any one save Ali-ibn-i-’Abi̅tālib (a.s

****
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مٌیقُِم مٌیعَِن  اهَیِف  مْهَُل  تٍاَّنجَوَ  نٍاوَضْرِوَ  هُْنِم  هٍمَحْرَِب  مْهُُّبرَ  مْهُرُِّشبَُی  - 21

,Their Lord gives them good news of Mercy from Himself and (His) good pleasure . “ 21

.” and of gardens wherein for them are lasting bounties

Commentary: verse 21

The Qur’ān announces that for these three significant deeds (Faith, migration, and

:Holy Struggle) Allah will give them three great merits

Their Lord bestows them glad tidings of the vast Mercy from Himself, and makes . 1
.them enjoy it

:The verse says

 …” Their Lord gives them good news of Mercy from Himself “ 

:The Lord will endow them His good pleasure. The verse continues saying . 2

…” and (His) good pleasure “… 

In addition to them, He will let them enjoy of gardens in Heaven, and of the bounties . 3
:which are perpetual and eternal. The verse says

.” and of gardens wherein for them are lasting bounties “… 

****
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مٌیظِعَ رٌجْأَ  هُدَنعِ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  اًدَبأَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  - 22

.” Therein they will abide for ever, verily Allah has a great reward with Him . “ 22

Commentary: verse 22

:In order to lay a more emphasis on the previous meaning, the Qur’ān adds

, …” Therein they will abide for ever “ 

Then, the reason of it is stated that there are some great rewards with Allah which He

:will remit His servants instead of their good deeds. The verse says

.” verily Allah has a great reward with Him “… 

****

p: 364

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3688 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ءَآیَِلوْأَ مْکَُناوَخْإِوَ  مْکُءَآَباءَ  اوذُخَِّتتَلا  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 23

مْکُنِم مهَُّلوَتَیَ  نمَوَ  نِامَیلإِا  یلَعَ  رَْفکُْلا  اوُّبحَتَسْا  نِإِ 

نَومُِلاَّظلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوْاُفَ 

O’ you who have Faith! Do not take your fathers and your brothers for guardians . “ 23

,if they prefer unbelief to belief

.” and whoever of you takes them for a guardian, those – they are the unjust

Commentary: verse 23

The last temptation and pretext that might be appear among a group of Muslims in
front of the command of war against idol-worshipers was that they thought if they

.fought against the idolaters, they should renounce their relatives and tribes

On the other side, their capitals and commerce was mostly in the hands of idolaters.
By means of their intercourse into Mecca, the briskness of their market would

.increase

On the third side, this group of Muslims had some good and comfortable houses in

.Mecca which might be destroyed if they fought against idolaters

:This holy verse clearly and decisively answers such persons. At first, it says

O’ you who have Faith! Do not take your fathers and your brothers for guardians if “ 
, …” they prefer unbelief to belief

:Then, as an emphasis, it adds
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,and whoever of you takes them for a guardian “… 

.” those – they are the unjust

What an injustice is greater than this that a person, by making friends with disbelivers

and joining to the camp of foreigners and the enemies of the Truth, does unjustice

both to himself, and to the society which he belongs to, and to the Messenger of Allah

.( ? (p.b.u.h

****

p: 366

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3690 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نُکِاسـَمَوَ اهـَدَاسَکَ  نَوْشَخْتَ  هٌرَاجـَِتوَ  اهـَومُُتْفرَتَْقا  لٌاوَْمأَوَ  مْکُُترَیشـِعَوَ  مْکُجُاوَزْأَوَ  مْکُُناوَخْإِوَ  مْکُؤُآنـَْبأَوَ  مْکُؤُآَـباءَ  نَاکـَ  نإِ  لُْـق  - 24
یَِتأْیَ یَّتحَ  اوصَُّبرَتَفَ  هِِلیِبسَ  یِف  دٍاهَجِوَ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  مکُْیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ  اهََنوْضَرْتَ 

نَیقِسِافَْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هُّللاوَ لا  هِرِْمأَِب  هُّللا 

,Say: ‘ If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your clan . “ 24

your possessions that you have gained, commerce you fear may slacken, dwellings

,you are fond of

are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger

,and striving in His way

;then wait till Allah brings about His command

.” and Allah does not guide the transgressing people

Commentary: verse 24

In this verse, for the extraordinary importance of the subject, the matter under

discussion has been stated with a more explanation, emphasis, and threat. It

:addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and says

Say: ‘ If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your clan, your “ 
,possessions that you have gained, commerce you fear may slacken

,dwellings you are fond of

,are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His way

; …” then wait till Allah brings about His command
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Since the preference of these things to the good pleasure of Allah and Holy Struggle is
a kind of disobedience and a manifest transgression, and also having the love of the

dazzling glare of the material life is not eligible for the Divine guidance, then, at the

:end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

.” and Allah does not guide the transgressing people “… 

Whatever is cited in these verses does not mean cutting off the strings of love and

friendship with relatives, neglecting the economical properties and abilities, and going

toward the abandance of humane affections. But, the objective meaning is that when

it is difficult for a person to decide, the love of wife, child, wealth, rank, home and

family should not hinder the execution of Allah’s command and tending toward Holy

.Struggle, so that it detains him from his sacred aim

Therefore, if the person can decide and choose the way, it is necessary for him to

.observe both of them

However, these verses should be taught as a motto to all the Muslims’ children, in

order that the spirit of self-sacrifice, devotion and Faith servive in them, and they can

.guard the religion of Allah and their own heritages

Thus, Holy Struggle is one of the pillars of Islam which is enjoined beside Unity and

.prophethood

, …” than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His way “… 

Everything should be devoted in the path of the love for Allah and Holy Struggle in His

way. And, detestation of wife and children or the appearance of the disturbance in the

circumstances of life, can not be taken as a hinder for the fulfilment of the duty of

.Holy Struggle

****
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Section 4: Allah’s help at Hunayn

Point

Providential victory at Hunain – Idalaters prohibited from approaching the Sacred

Mosque

تْبَحُرَ امَِب  ضُرْلاَا  مُکُْیلَعَ  تْقَاضَوَ  اًئْیشَ  مْکُْنعَ  نِْغُت  مْلَفَ  مْکُُترَْثکَ  مْکُْتبَجَعْأَ  ذْإِ  نٍْینَحُ  مَوْیَوَ  هٍرَیِثکَ  نَطِاوَمَ  یِف  هُّللا  مُکُرَصََن  دْقََل  - 25

نَیرِِبدُْم مُتْیَّلوَ  َّمُث 

Certainly Allah has helped you on many fields, and on the day of Hunayn, when . “ 25
your multitude made you vain, but it availed you nothing and the earth, in spite of its

,breadth

.” became strait to you; then you turned back in retreat

Commentary: verse 25

In the previous holy verses, the words were upon the encouragement to Holy

Struggle and some warnings due to dependences. Here, the verse recounts a few

helps and graces of Allah in order to strengthen the motive of Holy Struggle in

.Muslims

As Tafsi̅r Marāqi̅, a commentary upon the Qur’ān, says, the total battles of the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) were numbered 80

, …” Certainly Allah has helped you on many fields “ 
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It has been narrated that once Mutuwakkil-i-‘Abbāsi̅ became sick. He vowed he would

remit many silver coins (derham) if he healed. After that, when he gained his health, it
was discussed how many coins the amount of ‘ many silver coins ’ was. They asked

the question from Imam Hādi (a.s.) and, relying upon this verse, he said: “ He must

(remit eighty derhams (silver coins).” (Atyab-ul-Bayān

:The Feature of the Battle of Hunayn

The Battle of Hunayn happened between the Muslims and a tribe named ‘ Hawāzin ’
in a land near Tā’if. That was why that this battle was also called ‘ the Battle of

Hawāzin ’. The people of that locality had planned to attack the Muslims, but to stand

against that plot, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) set out the troops of Islam containing two

thousand fresh Muslims added to those ten thousand strivers who had formerly

.conquered Mecca, towards them in 8 A.H

It was after morning prayer when the Muslims were attacked unawares by the

fighters of Hawāzin. Therefore, most of the Muslim strivers run away and the

.regularity of the army of Islam disturbed

:The verse says

.” then you turned back in retreat “… 

But a group of them resisted very hard and finally, by the Prophet’s call, the fugitives

returned and, together with them, their attack began again. Then, by the help of Allah,
one hundred pagans were killed and the rest of them surrendered. At last, the Battle

.of Hunayn ended in favour of the Muslims and they gained a great deal of booties

, …” on the day of Hunayn “… 

Concerning to the Battle of Hunayn, there are many things to be said upon the

number of captives, the quantity of booties
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and the quality of their division, the happenings that occurred there, and the

consequences of this battle, which can be studied in the related history books and the

.books compiled about the Battles of Islam

Thus, sometimes the abundance of persons and material possibilities cause proud

and negligence in men, while in all conditions, whether in weakness or strength, the

need to the helps of Allah exists. In the Battle of Badr, the Muslims were small in

number but they enjoyed the help of Allah. But, at the beginning of the Battle of

Hunayn, where the Muslims were large in number, they defeated and it was after that

.event when the help of Allah came to them and they, finally, won the battle

Certainly Allah has helped you on many fields, and on the day of Hunayn, when your “ 
multitude made you vain but it availed you nothing and the earth, in spite of its

,breadth

.” became strait to you; then you turned back in retreat

This fact should be noticed, too, that without the Will of Allah, the material means are

.ineffective, (“… it availed you nothing…”), and restructs them spiritually

…” then you turned back in retreat.” “ Then Allah sent down His tranquility “… 

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلا ءُآزَجَ  کَِلذَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  بََّذعَوَ  اهَوْرَتَ  مَْل  اًدوُنجُ  لَزَْنأَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَوَ  هِِلوسُرَ  یلَعَ  هُتَنَیکِسَ  هُّللا  لَزَْنأَ  َّمُث  - 26

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  دِْعَب  نِم  هُّللا  بُوُتیَ  َّمُث  - 27

,Then Allah sent down His tranquillity upon His Messenger and upon the believers . “ 26

and sent down hosts which you did not see, and He punished those who disbelieved,
.” and that is the reward of the infidels

Then, after that (escape), Allah turns towards whomever He pleases, and Allah is . “ 27
.” Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verses 26-27

The Arabic word /saki̅nah/ (tranquallity) has been applied in six occurrences of the

.Qur’ān, five of which relate to battles

In the Battle of Hunayn, there came four kinds of Divine grace upon the believers

from the side of Allah. They were: tranquality, unseen troops, divine violence against

pagans, and accepting the repentance of the fugitives (which is mentioned in the

(. following verse

Some of the pagan captives asked the Muslims: “ Where are those white clothed

troops who killed a number of us? ” This meaning points to the angels who appeared

(in white clothing, in the eyes of the pagans. (At-Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅

However, the unseen helps were the secret of the Muslims’ victory. And, in addition to

that, generally, a good
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spirituality, and having the confidence which is emerged from Faith, are among the

.main factors of triumph in battles

Tranquillity and confidence are necessary both for the leader and for the followers.
:The verse says

, …” Then Allah sent down His tranquality upon His Messenger and upon the believers “ 

The belief in the presence of the angels and the Divine missions for helping the

believers in that battle, is a Qur’ānic belief. And, no doubt, for the person who believes

in ‘origin and end,’ being killed in the way of Allah (s.w.t.) is an honour, but for

.disbelievers it is a torment. The holy verse continues saying

And sent down hosts which you did not see, and He punished those who “… 

.” disbelieved, and that is the reward of the infidels

****

Upon the commentary of verse 27, it can be said that the gates of repentance are

always open to all persons, even for fugitives and captives. In this course, those

sinners will be involved in the forgiveness of Allah who truly feel sorry. It is in this case

:that Allah not only covers their sins but also loves them. The verse says

Then, after that (escape), Allah turns towards whomever He pleases, and Allah is “ 
.” Forgiving, Merciful

By the way, it should be noticed that the acceptance of repentance is not obligatory

.for Allah, but it is an excellence which relates to His Own Wisdom
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:Explanations

There are some probabilities expressed upon the meaning of the repentance which is
:mentioned in the verse. They are as follows

.Repenting from the sin of escaping from battle-field.1

.Repenting from idolatry.2

.Repenting from pride, and from reliance on the immensity of persons.3

****
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نِم هُّللا  مُکُیِنْغُی  فَوْسَفَ  هًلَْیعَ  مُْتْفخِ  نْإِوَ  اذَهَ  مْهِِماعَ  دَْعَب  مَارَحَْلا  دَجِسـْمَْلا  اوُبرَْقیَ  لافَ  سٌجََن  نَوکُرِشـْمُْلا  امََّنإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 28
مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  ءَآشَ  نإِ  هِِلضْفَ 

O’ you who have Faith! The polytheists are indeed unclean, so they shall not . “ 28
,approach the Sacred Mosque after this year, and if you fear poverty

,then Allah will enrich you out of His grace if He pleases; verily Allah is All-Knowing

.” All-Wise

Commentary: verse 28

One of the four commandments that Ali (a.s.) conveyed to the people of Mecca in the

rites of Hajj (pilgrimage) in the ninth year A.H. was that from the year followed no

pagan was allowed to enter the Holy Mosque and to circumambulate the Ka‘bah. This

:verse has pointed to this matter and its philosophy. It says

,O’ you who have Faith! The polytheists are indeed unclean “ 

, …” so they shall not approach the Sacred Mosque after this year

Then, in response to those shortsighted persons who said with the absence of pagans

in the Sacred Mosque their business and trading would decline and they would

:become poor and miserable, the Qur’ān says
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; …” and if you fear poverty, then Allah will enrich you out of His grace if He pleases “… 

And He did enrich them in the best form and, at the age of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with

the spread of Islam, the crowds of pilgrims to the Sacred Mosque started to come

toward Mecca, and this circumstance has been being continued up to the present

time. Consequently, Mecca, which was located in a place surrounded by some dry

mountains, has been changed into a very much inhabited city and an important center

.of bargains and tradings

Finally, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds that Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise;

and whatever instruction He commands is according to His Wisdom, and He is

:perfectly aware of its results. The verse says

.” verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “…

****
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بَاتَکِْلا اوُتوُا  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  ِّقحَْلا  نَیدِ  نَوُنیدِیـَ  لاوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هُّللا  مََّرحَامَ  نَوُمِّرحَُیلاوَ  رِخِلاَا  مِوْیَْلاِب  ـلاوَ  هِّللاِـب  نَوُنِمؤُْیـلا  نَیذَِّلا  اوُلِتاقـَ  - 29
نَورُغِاصَ مْهُوَ  دٍیَ  نعَ  هَیَزْجِْلا  اوطُْعُی  یَّتحَ 

,Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day, nor do they prohibit . “ 29

what Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of Truth, out of

those who have been given the Book until they pay the (Jizyah) tributory tax with their

.” hand and they remain subjected

Commentary: verse 29

Point

The words in the former verses were about the duty of the Muslims before idolaters.
This verse, and several verses next to it, make manifest the Muslims’ duty before ‘the

’. People of the Book

In these verses, in fact, Islam has assigned a series of moderate ordinances to be

followed by both the Muslims and disbelievers. From the point of following a heavenly

religion, ‘ the People of the Book’ are resembled to Muslims, but from another point of

view, they are resembled to pagans. For this very reason, Islam does not permit that

they should be killed, while it issued this permission about the idolaters who insisted

on their belief, because the program of Islam has been to root out idolatry from the

.whole earth

Islam lets Muslims come to terms with the People of the Book in the case that they

agree to have a peaceful life beside Muslims in the form of a safe minority religion, to

respect
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Islam without committing any oppositions and any evil propagation against Muslims

and Islam. One of other signs of their accepting this peaceful life is that they agree to

pay Jizyah (capitation tax), which is a kind of poll-tax, and they deliver it to Islamic

.Government every year

Otherwise, Islam issues the command of struggling and fighting against them. The

reason of this violence is made manifest through three phrases in the verse under

.discussion

:At first, it says

, …” Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the Last Day “ 

How can it be that the People of the Book, such as the Jews and the Christians, do not

believe in Allah and the Last Day, while outwardly we see that they believe in God and

the Resurrection both. This is for the sake that their belief is mixed with a great deal of

.superstitions and so many groundless matters

Then, the verse points to their second weakness, indicating that they do not accept

the prohibitions of Allah. They are polluted with: drinking wines, usury, consuming the

:flesh of swine, and committing a lot of acts of sexual libertinages. The verse says

, …” nor do they prohibit what Allah and His Messenger have prohibited “…

:Finally, the verse refers to their third fault, when it says

, …” nor follow the religion of Truth “…

That is, their religions have been deviated from their essential ways, many of the

facts have been forgotten and a mass of superstitions have been substituted in their

.places

After mentioning these three qualities, which are, in fact, considered as the

:permission of fighting against them, the verse continues saying
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 …” out of those who have been given the Book “… 

Then, the Qur’ān, in a single sentence, states the difference between idolaters and

:pagans. It says

.” until they pay the (Jizyah) tributary tax with their hand and they remain subjected “… 

?What is Jizyah

It is a kind of Islamic poll-tax which is upon persons, not upon properties and lands. In

.other words, Jizyah is a yearly poll-tax

The main philosophy of this tax is that the defence for integrity, independece, and

security of a country is the duty of all members of that country. Therefore, if a group

of people in such a society practically undertake and fulfil that duty, while some

others, because of being busy in their own occupations, can not take part in the rows

of soldiers, the duty of the second group is that they pay the expenses of the strivers

.and protectors of the security in the form of a poll-tax every year

Thus, a poll-tax is simply a kind of financial support which is paid by the People of the

Book instead of the responsibility that Muslims undertake with the purpose of

.supplying security for their lives and properties

****
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Section 5: The Polytheism of the Jews and the Christians

Point

The polytheism of the Jews and the Christians – Their endeavour to wipe out the

Truth with their vain effort – The dishonesty of the Priests

.and the Monks – Change in the sacred months declared as infidelity

اورُفَکَ نَیذَِّلا  لَوْقَ  نَوُئهِاضَُی  مْهِهِاوَْفاَِب  مْهُُلوْقَ  کَِلذَ  هِّللا  نُْبا  حُیسِمَْلا  يرَاصََّنلا  تَِلاقَوَ  هِّللا  نُْبا  رٌْیزَعُ  دُوهُیَْلا  تَِلاقَوَ  - 30

نَوکُفَؤُْی یَّنأَ  هُّللا  مُهُلَتَاقَ  لُْبقَ  نِم 

 ’; And the Jews say: ‘ Ezra is the son of God . “ 30

:and the Christians say

The Messiah is the son of God ’. That is the utterance of their mouths, conforming ‘ 
with the saying

;of those who disbelieved before. May Allah destroy them

!” how they are turned away

Commentary: verse 30

The term /‘uzayr/, mentioned in the verse, is the Arabic form of /‘uzrā’/, in the same

manner that /‘i̅sā/ is the Arabic form of /yasū’/, and /yahyā/ is the Arabicized form of

/. /yūhanna

One of the great scholars of the Jews was called ‘Uzayr. He later was entitled ‘ the

Jew ’, the Deliverer. It happened that after the occurrence of people’s general

massacre by
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Nebuchadnezzar, and destruction of temples, burnt of the Turah, captivity of women

and conquest of Babylon by Cyrus, ‘Uzayr went to Cyrus and asked him to equip the

.Jews with home and means of life

This verse is a sort of explanation upon the previous verse, which implies that the ‘
.People of the Book ’ do not believe in Allah and the Last Day

The similarity of ‘ the People of the Book ’ to the idolaters was that idolaters

considered idols as the partners of God. This verse points to that similarity: “…

… ”. conforming

The Jews of the present day, of course, do not believe in ‘Uzayr as the son of Allah,
but at the time of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), they had such a notion. They could

offer no answer to the Prophet’s question when he asked them why they did not

:believe in Moses as God’s son, the rank of whom was higher. The verse says

And the Jews say: ‘ Ezra is the son of God ’; and the Christians say: ‘ the Messiah is “ 
 ’. the son of God

, …” That is the utterance of their mouths

The creeds of the Jews and the Christians are mixed with superstitions, the root of

:which is found in the creeds of the ancient pagans. The verse says

. …” conforming with the saying of those who disbelieved before “… 

:Then, the verse continues saying

!” May Allah destroy them; how they are turned away “…

****
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مْهَُنابَهْرُوَ مْهُرَابَحْأَ  اوذُخََّتا  - 31

وَهُ َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  اًدحِاوَ لآ  اًهَلإِ  اودُُبْعیَِل  َّلاإِ  اورُِمأُ  آمَوَ  مَیَرْمَ  نَْبا  حَیسِمَْلاوَ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  اًباَبرْأَ 

نَوکُرِشُْی اَّمعَ  هَُناحَْبسُ 

,They have taken their rabbis and their monks and Messiah, son of Mary . “ 31

as (their) lords apart from Allah, while they were commanded to worship but One

;God

there is no god but He; Pure is He and Exalted is He from what they associate (with

(.” Him

Commentary: verse 31

The Qur’ānic term /’ahbār/ is the plural form of /hibr/ which means ‘scholar, learned’;
and the Arabic term /ruhbān/ is the plural form of /rāhib/ with the meaning of ‘monk’.
These people, with all their saintliness, are servants and worshippers of God, not

.objects of worship

Unconditioned obedience from Jewish rabbis and Christian monks is a kind of worship

done by the Jews and the Christians. Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said : “ Whoever obeys a

person in sinning Allah; he has worshipped him. ” ( Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the

(commentary

:The verse says

,They have taken their rabbis and their monks and Messiah, son of Mary “ 

as (their) lords apart from Allah, while they were commanded to worship but One

;God

; …” there is no god but He
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.Thus, obeying other than Allah unconditionally is a sort of serving other than Allah

To worship the prophets, exaggerating about them, and considering them as son(s) of

:God is attributing partners to God. The verse continues saying

(.” Pure is He and Exalted is He from what they associate (with Him “… 

****
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نَورُِفاکَْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  هُرَوُن  َّمِتُی  نأَ  َّلآإِ  هُّللا  یَبأْیَوَ  مْهِهِاوَْفاَِب  هِّللا  رَوُن  اوُئفِطُْی  نأَ  نَودُیرُِی  - 32

They intend that they extinguish the Light of Allah with their mouths and Allah . “ 32
.” refuses but to perfect His Light, though the infidels detest it

Commentary: verse 32

For the vain and useless efforts of the Jews and the Christians, or all the opponents of

Islam, among whom are polytheists, there has come an interesting resemblance in

:this verse. It says

They intend that they extinguish the Light of Allah with their mouths and Allah “ 

, …” refuses but to perfect His Light

Inspite of their wish, Allah intends to spread this Divine Light and to complete it more

and more, so that it covers throughout the world and in a manner that all the people

of the world enjoy it, although the disbelievers do not like it. The verse continues

:saying

.” though the infidels detest it “…

There is no meaning seemed more expressive than this to illustrate the degradation

and contempt of their attempts. In fact, there will be no result for the efforts of a

.feable creature before the endless Will and infinite Power of Allah other than this

For extinguishing a small light, people used to usually blow with their mouths, while a
puff of mouth has no effect in extinguishing strong lights. In order to state the

weakness of
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their ability and to break their personality, the Qur’ān has applied “… with their

mouths …” which is of no avail for the strong lights to be extinguished. The purpose is
that these miserable people intend to extinguish the light of Allah with the blow of

.their mouth, like a person who tries to extinguish the sun with a puff

****
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يذَِّلا وَهُ  - 33

هِِّلکُ نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  هُرَهِظُْیِل  ِّقحَْلا  نِیدِوَ  يدَهُْلاِب  هَُلوسُرَ  لَسَرْأَ 

نَوکُرِشْمُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ 

He it is Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of Truth, that He . “ 33
.” may prevail it over all religions, though the polytheists may detest it

Commentary: verse 33

At last, by the means of this verse, the Muslims have been given the glad tidings of the

spread of Islam through the world. In this way, the Qur’ān has completed the content

of the previous verse indicating that the efforts of the opponents of Islam result

:nothing for them. It explicitly says

He it is Who sent His Messenger with guidance “ 

,and the religion of Truth

.” that He may prevail it over all religions, though the polytheists may detest it

The purpose of ‘ guidance ’, mentioned in the verse, is the clear reasoning and

manifest evidences which exist in the religion of Islam; and the purpose of the phrase

‘ religion of Truth ’ is the same religion of Islam whose both principles and positive

laws are right and, in general, its history, evidences, proofs, consequences and

concepts are totally right, too. Thus, no doubt, the religion whose both contents and

documents, reasoning, and history are clear, should finally overcome all former

.creeds
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With the past of time and development of knowledge, together with the facility of

communications, the facts will reveal their true features from behind the curtains of

poisonous propaganda and they will remove the hinders that the opponents of the

Truth create in its path. It is in this way that the religion of Truth and the government

of Truth will dominate everywhere, though the enemies of the Truth detest it,
because their effort is something opposite to the nature of history and against the

.statutes of creation

.(: The Qur’ān and the reappearance of Mahdı̅ (a.s

The words of the abovementioned verse have exactly been repeated in Sura As-Saff,
No. 61, verse 9, and, with a little difference, have occurred in Sura Al-Fath, No. 48,
verse 28. The verse informs of a significant happening, the importance of which has

caused its repetition. It predicts that Islam will become a worldly religion and it will be

.practiced everywhere all over the world

The concept of this verse is the complete triumph of Islam over all the religions in the

world. This phrase means that Islam will finally cover the whole earth and will prevail

.throughout the world

Upon the commentary of this verse, it has been narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who

said: “By Allah, the content meaning of this verse has not happened yet and it will not

happen until when the ‘ Ghā’im ’ (a.s.) reappears. When he reappears there will

remain no one to deny Allah, the Great, (throughout the world).” (‘Ikmāl-ud-Din, by

(Sadūq

:It is also narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said

Verily whatever (promise) there lies in this verse will happen at the time of the “ 
reappearance of Mahdi̅ (a.s.) when

p: 387

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3711 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


there will be no one (on the earth) but confesses the rightfulness of Muhammad

.(.” (p.b.u.h

However, the question of Mahdi̅ (a.s.) and his worldly reappearance has been

mentioned in a lot of traditions recorded in the books of both great sects of Islam, so

.that it is considered as one example among the presuppositions of conviction

It is narrated from Ali-ibn-i-’Abi̅tālib (a.s.) that, at the time of reappearance of Mahdi̅

(a.s.), there will be no house and no town but Islam will arrive into it, whether they like

(. or dislike, and the sound of ‘prayer call’ will be heard in any town. (Tafsi̅r-us-Sāfi̅

****
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نَوزُِنکْیَ نَیذَِّلاوَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  نَوُّدصـُیَوَ  لِطـِابَْلاِب  سِاَّنلا  لَاوَْمأَ  نَوُلکُأْیـََل  نِابـَهُّْرلاوَ  رِابـَحْلاَا  نَِم  اًریِثکَ  َّنإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  آیـَ  - 34
مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَِب  مْهُرِّْشبَفَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اهََنوقُفِنُی  لاوَ  هََّضفِْلاوَ  بَهََّذلا 

O’ you who have Faith! Verily many of the rabbis and monks consume the . “ 34
properties of the people

.in vanity and bar (them) from Allah’s way

;And those who treasure up gold and silver, and do not spend them in the way of Allah

.” inform them of a painful chastisement

Commentary: verse 34

The contents of the former verses were mostly upon the heathenish deeds of the

Jews and Christians who believed in a kind of diety for their religious scholars. This

verse implies that not only they have not the rank of diety, but also they have not the

eligibility of leading people. The best evidence for this idea is their committing

:different offenses. The Qur’ān addresses the Muslims and says

O’ you who have Faith! Verily many of the rabbis and monks consume the “ 

.properties of the people in vanity and bar (them) from Allah’s way

These rabbis and monks used to devour the people’s properties falsely in different

:forms and without having a lawful permission, as follows

One of those forms was that they used to conceal some of the facts of the religion of

Messiah (a.s.) and Moses (a.s.) in
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order that people would not convert to the new religion (Islam), which put their

.interests in danger and caused their presents to be ceased

Another thing was that, by bribery from people, they invalidated the right and

confirmed falsehood in place of right, and thus they judged falsely in benefit of the

.cruel and the strong

One of other ways of gaining their unlawful incomes was that, under the name of

.‘selling Paradise’ or ‘forgiving sins’, they took a great deal of money from people

They used to bar people from Allah’s way by perverting the Divine revelations or

.concealing them in order to preserve their unlawful gains

Fitting to the discussion of mammonism of the leaders of both the Jews and the

Christians, the Qur’ān mentions a general law due to those who treasure up wealth. It

:states

And those who treasure up gold and silver, and do not spend them in the way of “…

.” Allah; inform them of a painful chastisement

The abovementioned holy verse has clearly prohibited treasuring up wealth, and

commands Muslims to utilize their properties actively in the way of Allah and in a

profitable path for Allah’s servants. They should severely avoid treasuring and storing

them in a corner so that their wealth would not be applied in the current bargains;

.otherwise, they must wait for a painful punishment

This painful punishment is not only the violent retribution of the Resurrection Day, but

also it encompasses the hard chastisements of this world which comes forth as a

result of disturbing the economical harmony of the society and causing a larger gap

.between the rich and the poor
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?How much of Wealth Is Counted Treasure

According to many traditions, that which is obligatory to be paid is yearly alms tax, not

other than that. Thus, if a person obtains some considerable wealth and regularly

pays its Islamic tax, i.e. alms and also its one fifth levy, (khoms), the one will not be

.included of the meaning of the verse under discussion

A tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicates that when this verse was

revealed the circumstance became difficult for the Muslims. They said that by this

command none of them could keep anything for the future of their children. Finally,
they asked the matter from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and he said: “ Allah has not enjoined

alms-tax save for that the rest of your properties becomes pure for you. So, the law

of heritage has been legislated upon the properties which remain after you.” This

statement means that if treasuring up wealth were absolutely prohibited, the law of

.heritage would be meaningless

Considering the totality of the concerning traditions upon this subject and together

with the holy verse itself, it is understood that in ordinary conditions, viz. at periods

that society is not in an unpleasant or dangerous circumstance and people enjoy an

ordinary life, paying alms tax is usually sufficient for the poor and the remaining

’. wealth of such people is not counted ‘treasure

But at the time of extraordinary conditions, and when it requires that the interests of

the Islamic society to be protected, the Islamic government can assign some

limitations for treasuring up wealth, or may demand all the stored properties of

.people to protect the existence of the Islamic society
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:Traditions upon Alms

Imam Sādiq (a.s) said: “ Allah has given you these extra properties in order that you

spend them alongside His pleasure, not to hoard up and treasure it up.” (Tafsir-us-
(Sāfi

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Allah has enjoined Alms in the wealth of the rich

Muslims as much as to sufficient the poor. Verily Allah will severely reckon and punish

(them if they do not fulfil their duty.” (Tafsir-us-Sāfi

According to some traditions, when the Expected Mahdi (May Allah hasten his glad

advent) reappears, he will control treasures in order to use them all for the miserable

(people and his religious strives. (1

:Abūthar and This Verse

To make a protest against the manner of Mu‘āwiyah, ‘Uthmān, and the authorities of

the government in gathering and treasuring up gold and silver, Abūthar, who was one

of the close companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), repeatedly recited this verse aloud

before Mu‘āwiyah and then in front of ‘Uthmān every morning and evening. He said

that this verse was not allocated only to those who hinder Alms tax, but it

.encompasses everyone who treasures up wealth

One of the excellencies of Abūthar in his life was that when confronting the governers

of his time he used to enjoin right and forbid wrong concerning their vain expenses.
His
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conflict with ‘Uthmān was not due to his wealth and position, but it was a protest to a
.social indecency ‘Uthman was committing

Abūthar was frequently exiled because he opposed the wrong style of the

government of his time and shouted against the financial method of ‘Uthman,
Mu‘āwiyah’s treasuring up unlawful properties, and justifications of Ka‘b-ul-’Akhbār.
The details of this meaning are found in the history books of both great sects of

Muslims, including: Al-Qadir, vol. 8, p. 335; Al-Minār, the commentary, vol. 10; Tafsir-i-
.Nūr,vol. 5, p. 46, and so on

:Explanations

:Not all the scholars and clergies are wicked. The holy verse says . 1

O’ you who have Faith! Verily many of the rabbis and monks consume the properties “ 
 …” of the people in vanity

It should be noted that this matter refers to many of them, not all of them. This

statement means that there are also some ones among them who do not commit

these indecencies. This very idea, that the Qur’ān announces, is a very good evidence

that the judgements of the Qur’ān are just. That is why in Sura Al-Mā’idah, No. 5,
.verse 82, the Qur’ān has admired a group of them

To misuse opportunities and ranks is religiously unlawful, and the greatest danger . 2
.for clergymen is a financial mischief

. …” Consume the properties of the people in vanity and bar (them) from Allah’s way “…
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The mammonism of the scholars and the treasuring up wealth done by the rich . 3
:causes the wrath of Allah. The verse says

And those who treasure up gold and silver, and do not spend them in the way of “…

.” Allah; inform them of a painful chastisement

Treasuring up gold, silver and money, and restraining from spending them in charity . 4
.is a capital sin, because it has been promised punishment for

In Islam, there is no limitation for having a considerable capital, but in gaining it, . 5
there are some conditions which should be observed. To spend wealth in a bad way is

.also unlawful in Islam

Treasuring up wealth is a social calamity, and worse than that is greed, while worse . 6
than this is concealing and storing wealth, since it produces a lot of difficulties for the

.society
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مْهُهُابَجِ اهَِب  يوَکُْتفَ  مََّنهَجَ  رِاَن  یِف  اهَْیلَعَ  یمَحُْی  مَوْیَ  - 35

مْکُسِفُْنلاَ مُْتزْنَکَ  امَ  اذَهَ  مْهُرُوهُظُوَ  مْهُُبوُنجُوَ 

نَوزُِنکْتَ مُْتْنکُامَ  اوُقوذُفَ 

,On the Day (of Judgment) they (the coins) shall be heated in the Fire of Hell . “ 35

and therewith their foreheads and their sides and their backs shall be branded, (the

(: angels will tell them

This is what you have treasured up for yourselves, therefore taste you now what ‘ 
!’ ” you were treasuring

Commentary: verse 35

The Retribution of Amassers of Wealth

This holy verse points to one of the chastisements of such people in the next world,
:where it says

,On the Day (of Judgment) they (the coins) shall be heated in the Fire of Hell “ 

, …” and therewith their foreheads and their sides and their backs shall be branded

It is in that situation that the angels of punishment will tell them that is the same thing

that they amassed for themselves in the form of treasures and did not spend it for the

:deprived in the way of Allah. The verse says

, …” the angels will tell them): ‘ This is what you have treasured up for yourselves “…)
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As a result of their deed, they should taste what they used to treasure and find the

:evil consequence of it. The verse continues saying

!’ ” therefore taste you now what you were treasuring “…

Once more this verse emphasizes on this fact that the deeds of human beings will not

vanish. The deeds of persons will remain for the next world where they will incarnate

.in front of every one and cause his happiness or his toil

****
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هِّللا بِاتَکِ  یِف  اًرهْشَ  رَشَعَ  انَْثا  هِّللا  دَنعِ  رِوهُُّشلا  هََّدعِ  َّنإِ  - 36

مٌرُحُ هٌعََبرْأَ  اهَْنِم  ضَرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  مَوْیَ 

مُِّیقَْلا نُیِّدلا  کَِلذَ 

هًَّفآکَ مْکَُنوُلِتاقَُی  امَکَ  هًَّفآکَ  نَیکِرِشْمُْلا  اوُلِتاقَوَ  مْکُسَفُْنأَ  َّنهِیِف  اومُِلظْتَ  لافَ 

نَیقَِّتمُْلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ 

,Verily the number of months with Allah is twelve months in the Book of Allah . “ 36

,since) the day He created the heavens and the earth)

.four of them are sacred

That is the established religion. So be you not unjust

unto your selves during them. And fight polytheists totally even as they fight you

,totally

. ” and know that Allah is with the pious ones

Commentary: verse 36

In view of the fact that in this Sura there have occurred several discussions about

fighting against pagans, the Qur’ān refers to one of the rules of an Islamic fight and

the Holy Struggle through this verse and the verse after it. It is to hold the Sacred

:Months in respect. It says

Verily the number of months with Allah is twelve months in the Book of Allah, (since) “ 
, …” the day He created the heavens and the earth

Since the day the solar system was formed in the present shape, there have existed

year and month. A year is a
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complete course of the rotation of the earth around the sun; and a month is a

complete course of the rotation of the moon around the earth which happens twelve

.times in a year

Then the Qur’ān adds that four months out of these twelve months are sacred, in

:which any fight and battle are religiously unlawful. It says

. …” four of them are sacred “…

Next to this statement, in order to emphasize on the matter, it says that this religion is
fixed and unchangeable. It is not like the wrong customs which Arabs had and,
whenever they wished, they would change the place of them. The verse continues

:saying

. …” That is the established religion “…

It is understood from some Islamic literature that the prohibition of war during these

four months were enjoined not only in the divine creed of Abraham (a.s.), but also in
.the godly religions of the Jews and Christ, as well as the other heavenly religions

Then the verse implies that during these four months you should not be unjust to your

selves and incur the retributions of this world and the punishments of the Hereafter. It

:says

. …” So be you not unjust unto your selves during them “…

But, since the prohibition of Holy Struggle during these four months might be misused

by the enemies of Islam and it would make them bold in attacking the Muslims,
:through the next phrase, it adds

, …” And fight polytheists totally even as they fight you totally “…

That is, they are infidels, and infidelity and idolatry is the origin of dispersion, yet they

fight against you in one single line. It is more eligible for you, the monotheists, to be

united against the enemies of Islam and stand firm in a line, like an
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iron wall, in front of them. At last, the verse implies that Muslims should know that if
they keep from evil and exactly excecute the teachings of Islam, Allah vouches their

:victory, because Allah is with the pious ones. The verse says

. ” and know that Allah is with the pious ones “…

****
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هُّللا مََّرحَ  امَ  اوُّلحُِیفَ  هُّللا  مََّرحَامَ  هََّدعـِ  اوُئطِاوَُیِل  اًماعَ  هَُنوُمِّرحَُیوَ  اًماعَ  هَُنوُّلحُِی  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  هِِب  ُّلضـَُی  رِْفکُْلا  یِف  هٌدَایـَزِ  ءُیسـَِّنلا  امـََّنإِ  - 37
نَیرِِفاکَْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَلا  هُّللاوَ  مْهِِلامَعْأَ  ءُوسُ  مْهَُل  نَِّیزُ 

Verily postponing (of the sacred month) is only an addition unto infidelity whereby . “ 37
the infidels

go astray; they allow it (fight) one year and forbid it another year, that they may

adjust the number of months Allah has forbidden, thus they allow what Allah has

forbidden. The evil of their deeds has been made fair seeming to them. And Allah does

.” not guide the unbelieving people

Commentary: verse 37

In this verse, the Qur’ān points to a wrong custom which was usually accomplished at

the Age of Ignorance. It was customary among them to change the place of sacred

:months, about which this verse says

(Verily postponing (of the sacred month) is only an addition unto infidelity…”(1 “ 

The reason of this meaning is that, besides their disbelief and ‘ creedal infidelity ’, by

ignoring this commandment, they also committed ‘practical infidelity’, and by means

of this
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action, the faithless persons might incure a greater aberration. The verse continues

:saying

; …” whereby the infidels go astray “…

Then, in the continuation of the verse, the Qur’ān implies that they considered one

month in a year lawful and in another year they forbade the same month. They did so

in order that, as they imagined, they adapted it with the months Allah had assigned.
:The verse says

they allow it (fight) one year and forbid it another year, that they may adjust “…

, …” the number of months Allah has forbidden

That is, when they omitted one month of the Sacred Months, they substituted another

month in its place, so that the figure ‘four’ became full. But, by this ridiculous and

hideous action of theirs, they utterly wasted the philosophy of the prohibition of

Sacred Months and toyed with the ordinance of Allah for their low desires. Strange!
:They were very happy and pleased with their own action, because

. …” The evil of their deeds has been made fair seeming to them “…

They used to say that the long peaceful time between two wars, decreased the war

.skillfulness, therefore, they should light the fire of war

Allah also leaves to themselves those people who are not worthy to be guided, and

:does not guide them. The verse says

.” And Allah does not guide the unbelieving people “…

****
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Section 6: The Tabuk Expedition

Point

Muslims called upon to fight in the way of Allah – How Allah helped the Messenger in
.the Cave while he migrated from Mecca, referred to

هِرَخِلاَا نَِم  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلاِب  مُْتیضِرَأَ  ضِرْلاَا  یَلإِ  مُْتْلقَاَّثا  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اورُفِْنا  مُکَُل  لَیِق  اذَإِ  مْکَُل  امَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 38

لٌیِلقَ َّلاإِ  هِرَخِلأَا  یِف  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  عُاتَمَ  امَفَ 

O’ you who have Faith! What (excuse) have you that when it is said to you: ‘Go . “ 38
’, forth in Allah’s way

?you should incline heavily to the ground

Are you contented with the life of this world instead of the Hereafter? But the

.” enjoyment of the life of this world, compared with the Hereafter, is but little

Occasion of Revelation: verse 38

It has been narrated by Ibn-‘Abbās, as well as some others, that this verse and the

 ’. verse after it have been sent down about the ‘ Battle of Tabūk

Some Islamic narrations indicate that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) usually did not

make manifest the war decisions and his final aims concerning them for Muslims

before the beginning of war in order that the Islamic martial secrets would not be

handed to the enemy. But, the situation was
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different about ‘ the Battle of Tabūk, where in advance he announced clearly that

they were going to fight against the Romans. That fight against the Emperor of

Eastern Byzantine, of course was not a simple matter, and Muslims should be

.completely prepared for that great war

In addition to that, the distance between Medina and the country of the Romans was

very long and, all things apart, it was summer, the hot season, and the time of harvest

.for both corns and fruits

All these affairs with together made the problem of going toward the battlefield

extraordinary difficult for the Muslims, so much so that some of them showed

.hesitation in accepting the Prophet’s invitation

It was in those circumstances that these couple of verses were sent down and, with a
very sharp and decisive tone, warned Muslims to be aware of danger, and made them

.ready to participate in that great war

Commentary: verse 38

As it was cited in the occasions of revelation, the abovementioned verse is about the

.circumstance of the Battle of Tabūk

TABŪK is a region between Medina and Syria where the bound of Sa‘ūdi Arabia is

located now, and, at that time, it was close to the lands of the Emperor of Eastern

Byzantine, which was dominated over Syria. This event happened in the ninth A.H. viz.
.about one year after the occurrence of Mecca Conquest

With the most intensive manner, the Qur’ān invites people unto Holy Struggle.
Sometimes it applies some encouraging words, and sometimes some scorning words,

and sometimes it
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threatens them. It addresses people differently and through various ways in order to

:make them ready. Here, in this verse, at first it says

O’ you who have Faith! What (excuse) have you that when it is said to you. ‘Go forth“
’, in Allah’s way

? …” you should incline heavily to the ground

Then, with a reproaching tone, and, referring to the life of this fleeting world and also

:the vast eternal life in the coming world, it says

? …” Are you contented with the life of this world instead of the Hereafter “…

Did you do it while the advantages and the amount of the life of this world in

:comparison with the life in Hereafter is very little? The verse says

But the enjoyment of the life of this world, compared with the Hereafter, is but “…

.” little

How might a wise person submit such a detrimental exchange? And how does he lose

?an extraordinary worthy thing for reaching to a worthless little thing

****
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مْکُرَْیغَ اًموْقَ  لْدِْبتَسْیَوَ  اًمیِلأَ  اًباذَعَ  مْکُْبِّذعَُی  اورُفِْنتَ  َّلاإِ  - 39

رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هُّللاوَ  اًئْیشَ  هُوُّرضُتَ  لاوَ 

,If you do not go forth, He will chastise you with a painful chastisement . “ 39

,and He will substitute in your place a people other than you

.” and you will not harm Him anything, for Allah is All-Powerful over everything

Commentary: verse 39

Then, the Qur’ān promotes the reproaching tone higher into an earnest form of

threat and implies that if Muslims do not move towards the battlefields of Holy

:Struggle, Allah will punish them with a painful punishment. The verse says

, …” If you do not go forth, He will chastise you with a painful chastisement “ 

So, if they think that by their going aside and turning their backs to the battlefields the

wheels of the development of Islam may stop and the light of the religion of Allah will

tend to be extinguished, they are in a tremendous error, because Allah can substitute

a group of people other than them who will be faithful, decided, and obedient to the

:command of Allah. The verse says

, …” and He will substitute in your place a people other than you “…

These people will be a group of persons who are different from them from any point

of view. They will be different from them not only from the view point of personality,
but
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.also from the view points of faith, decision, courage, and obedience

Some commentators believe that this holy phrase is an indication to Iranians or

(. people of Yemen. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān

Then the verse adds that, by this way, they can not harm anything unto Allah and His

:pure religion. The verse continues saying

.” and you will not harm Him anything, for Allah is All-Powerful over everything “…

This is a reality, not an imaginary utterance, nor an afar hope, because Allah (s.w.t.) is
powerful over everything and whenever He will upon the triumph of His pure religion,

:no doubt, it will happen. The verse ends

.” for Allah is All-Powerful over everything “…

****
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هُّللا لَزَْناَفَ  انَعَمَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  نْزَحْتَلا  هِِبحِاصَِل  لُوقُیَ  ذْإِ  رِاغَْلا  یِف  امَهُ  ذْإِ  نِْینَْثا  یَِناَث  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  هُجَرَخْأَ  ذْإِ  هُّللا  هُرَصََن  دْقَفَ  هُورُصُنتَ  َّلاإِ  - 40
مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هُّللاوَ  ایَْلعُْلا  یَهِ  هِّللا  هُمَِلکَوَ  یلْفُّسلا  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَمَِلکَ  لَعَجَوَ  اهَوْرَتَ  مَْل  دٍوُنجُِب  هُدََّیأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هُتَنَیکِسَ 

If you do not help him, yet Allah has helped him already, when those who . “ 40
,disbelieved expelled him, he was the second of the two

when they both were in the cave, when he said unto his companion: ‘ Do not grieve,
 ’. surely Allah is with us

Then Allah sent down on him His tranquillity and strengthened him with hosts which

;you did not see, and He made the word of those who disbelieved the lowest

.” and the word of Allah is the highest, and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 40

This verse contains a hint to the dangerous plan of polytheists for slaying the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). In the event of the Night fixed for the execution of the Conspiracy, every

tribe sent a vigorous person ready to stab at him. They decided to attack at night and

slay the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). He put Ali-ibn-Abi̅tālib (a.s.) in bed instead of himself and, by

night, he went towards the Cave of Thūr accompanied with Abūbakr. The pagans

chased the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as far as the threshould of the Cave, but, seeing the

spider’s webs at the
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gate of the Cave, they changed their mind and returned. Thus, after three days

staying there, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) left for Medina. During that time, Abūbakr’s slave,
‘Āmir-ibn-Fahrah, brought food for them. At the same time, Ali (a.s.) was preparing

.the necessities of traveling to Medina

After three days, three camels were supplied ready at the Cave and the Prophet

((p.b.u.h.), Abūbakr, and a guide started for Medina. (Narrated from Durr-ul-Manthūr

Therefore, Allah’s helps in the past are some admonitions for today; and if they do not

help the religion of Allah, He helps His Messenger even by sending spider’s webs. The

:verse says

,If you do not help him, yet Allah has helped him already “ 

when those who disbelieved expelled him, he was the second of the two, when they

both were in

the cave, when he said unto his companion: ‘ Do not grieve, surely Allah is with us’.
Then Allah sent down on him His tranquillity and strengthened him with hosts which

, …” you did not see

Of course, the Will of Allah is superior to and higher than any decisions and desires.
:The verse says

, …” and the word of Allah is the highest “…

And, the transgressive forces, with all their specializations and possibilities, will be

impotent before the true believers who have tranquillity and certainty. The holy verse

:says

and He made the word of those who disbelieved the lowest; and the word of Allah “…

.” is the highest, and Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  مْکُِلذَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  مْکُسِفُْنأَوَ  مْکُِلاوَْماَِب  اودُهِاجَوَ  لاًاقَِثوَ  اًفافَخِ  اورُفِنا  - 41

Go forth light and heavy! and strive in Allah’s way with your possessions and your . “ 41
,selves

.” this is better for you if you know

Commentary: verse 41

The objective meaning of the Arabic couple of words: /xifāf/ and /θiqāl /, mentioned in
the verse, is either of the following opposite terms: ‘ light and heavy ’, ‘ bachelor and

 ’, married ’, ‘ poor and rich ’, ‘ on horseback and on foot

young and old ’, ‘ to have a large family and to have a small family’, ‘of ease and of ‘ 
 ’. discomfort ’ and ‘ trade and farming

It is cited in Fi-Zilāl, a commentary of the Qur’ān, that when some old persons such as:
‘Abū-’Ayyūb ’Ansāri, Miqdād, and Abū-Talhah, who became ready to go towards the

battle-fields, were told that they were too old to go to fight, they often recited the

.abovementioned verse

However, when the command of general mobilization for battlefield is issued, do not

! …” pretext any barrier. The verse says: “ Go forth light and heavy

And do know that everything should be devoted to the religion, including wealth and

:life, not only either of them. The verse continues saying

And strive in Allah’s way with your possessions and your selves, this is better for “…

.” you if you know

Therefore, striving with life for the poor and striving with both wealth and life for the

.rich is obligatory
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نَوکُِلهُْی مْکُعَمَ  انَجْرَخََل  انَْعطَتَسـْا  وَِل  هِّللاِب  نَوفُِلحْیَسـَوَ  هَُّقُّشلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تْدَـعَُب  نکَِلوَ  كَوعُبَّتلاَ  اًدصـِاقَ  اًرفَسـَوَ  اًبیرِقَ  اًـضرَعَ  نَاکـَ  وَْل  - 42
نَوُبذِاکََل مْهَُّنإِ  مُلَْعیَ  هُّللاوَ  مْهُسَفُْنأَ 

Had there been a near gain, and an easy journey, certainly they would have . “ 42
:followed you, but the distance was too far to them; yet they will swear by Allah

Had we been able, we would certainly have gone out with you’, they destroy‘
.themselves

.” And Allah knows that verily they are liars

Commentary: verse 42

The Qur’ān refers this meaning to the lazy persons who are weak in faith and resort

to kinds of pretext in order to refrain from attending in this great course. The Qur’ān

says to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that if there was an available booty and the journey was

short they would accept his invitation and hasten to sit at that prepared table, so that

:they could reach the worldly material. It says

Had there been a near gain, and an easy journey, certainly they would have followed “ 
, …” you

But, now that the way is very far and difficult for them, they act listlessly and seek

:pretexts. The verse continues saying

; …” but the distance was too far to them “…

p: 410

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3735 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


It is surprising that they did not suffice to pretexts, but they would come to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and swear by Allah that if they could they would certainly had gone

out with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Therefore, they expressed that the reason that they

did not come forth was their incapability and lack of power. The holy verse continues

:saying

yet they will swear by Allah: ‘Had we been able, we would certainly have gone out “…

’, …” with you

In fact, by means of these deeds and telling those lies, they destroyed themselves.
:The verse says

. …” they destroy themselves “…

:But Allah knows well that they are not truthful. The verse says

.” And Allah knows that verily they are liars “…

They are completely capable to act but since the table is not so rich and there is a

.difficult program in front of them, they resort to false oaths

This circumstance was not confined to the Battle of Tabūk and the age of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). In any society, there are often some lazy, or ‘ hypocritic and greedy ’
persons who are always waiting for the moments of victory and efficacious

opportunities to come. At that time, they often substitute themselves deceitfully in the

first line and shout to introduce themselves to others that they are the first strivers,
the best strugglers, and the most sympathetic people, in order that they enjoy the

.consequences of the existing triumph without incurring any trouble

****
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Section 7: The Hypocrites

Point

The hypocrites asking permission to remain behind – Their presence would have been

 – only a liability or weakness

.Their spending of wealth not acceptable to Allah

اوُقدَصَ نَیذَِّلا  کََل  نََّیبَتَیَ  یَّتحَ  مْهَُل  تَنذِأَ  مَِل  کَنعَ  هُّللا  افَعَ  - 43

نَیِبذِاکْلا مَلَْعتَوَ 

May Allah pardon you! Why did you give them leave before you had found out . “ 43

? ” those who spoke the truth and before you had known the liars

Commentary: verse 43

:Try to Recognize Hypocrites

It is understood from the tone and style of these verses that some hypocrites came to

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, after expressing some excuses, and even taking oaths,
they asked him permission that they would not take part in the battlefield of Tabūk.

.So, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) gave permission to that group

In this verse, Allah addresses His Messenger kindly, in a manner that, before severity

in statement, His words are about remittal and forgiveness. Then the Qur’ān implies

why he did
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not permit that those who spoke the truth be recognized from the liars and he would

:distinguish them. The verse says

May Allah pardon you! Why did you give them leave before you had found out those “ 
? ” who spoke the truth and before you had known the liars

Is the abovementioned reproof and blame, which has been combined with the

announcement of Allah’s forgiveness, an evidence for that the Prophet’s permission

’? had been an offense, or it had been only a ‘leaving the better

This question may be answered that the mentioned ‘reproof and blame’ has a

metaphorical form and there has not been even a ‘leaving the better’ in the course,
and the purpose has been to state the hypocritical spirit of the hypocrites in a delicate

.and metaphorical statement

.This meaning can be made clear by mentioning an explicit example

Suppose a cruel person intends to beat your son, but at the same time one of your

friends stops him of doing that action. Regarding that, not only you will not be

inconvenient but also you will become happy. Yet, to prove the inward indecency of

that person, you may tell your friend, in a form of reproof and blame, why he did not

let him beat and all people around there would recognize that cruel hypocritical

person. Your aim from this statement is only to prove his cruelty and hypocrisy which

has been appeared in the guize of ‘reproof and blame’ unto your friend and your

.advocate

****
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رِخِلاَا مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا  کَُنذِأْتَسْیَ  لا  - 44

مْهِسِفُْنأَوَ مْهِِلاوَْماَِب  اودُهِاجَُی  نأَ 

نَیقَِّتمُْلاِب مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day do not ask you for leave, (to be . “ 44
;exempt) from striving with their possessions and their selves

.” and Allah is All-Knowing of the pious ones

Commentary: verse 44

A true believer, who loves Holy Struggle and martyrdom, has no fear from death.
Therefore, he does not go after taking permission to get a leave. Sometimes it

happened that some Muslims persistently asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to send them to

fight, but he had not the necessary possibilities, and, therefore, they wept. (1) In going

to Tabūk, when the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) left Ali (a.s.) in Medina as his

substitute, he (a.s.) did not feel at home. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) conforted him and told

.(. him that he (a.s.) was, in situation to him (p.b.u.h.), as Aaron was to Moses (a.s

Thus, the true believers and true strivers do not flee from labour and tasks

.concerning Holy Struggle, and they devote both with their wealth and selves

Therefore, a believer is always prepared and ready to obey the Divine

commandment. He does not seek for pretexts. So the faith in ‘origin and end’ is the

main factor of piety, love of
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:martyrdom, and attending in Holy Struggles. The holy verse says

(Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day do not ask you for leave, (to be exempt “ 

; …” from striving with their possessions and their selves

Then, it is by means of this manner that a pious person can be recognized at the time

of war and in battlefields, not at home and during the time of peace. The verse

:continues saying

.” and Allah is All-knowing of the pious ones “…

****
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رِخِلاَا مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْیلا  نَیذَِّلا  کَُنذِأْتَسْیَ  امََّنإِ  - 45

مْهِِبْیرَ یِف  مْهُفَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  تَْباتَرْاوَ 

نَودَُّدرَتَیَ

Only those ask leave from you who do not believe in Allah and the Last Day and . “ 45
. ” their hearts are in doubt, so they waver in their doubt

Commentary: verse 45

Those who, in the course of the Battle of Tabūk, came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

asked him to stay at home, were the very hypocrites and some Muslims of a weak

faith, else those believers whose faith was safe and complete and did believe in Allah

and the Resurrection Day never asked permission from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to

.offend upon the subject of Holy Struggle

It is understood from this verse that such believers were so obedient to the Prophet’s
command that they would never say anything against the question of Holy Struggle

and participated in it by their properties and selves without any hesitation, and Allah

.was aware of the circumstances of those pious ones

Only those disputed upon the question of Holy Struggle who were weak in their belief,
or were hypocrites, and had not a proper faith in Allah and the Resurrection Day. Such

people came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, by some vain excuses and pretexts, they

asked permission from Him not to take part in the Holy Struggle. Concerning these

people, the Qur’ān
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announces that their hearts are in doubt and they have not reached to a conclusive

:belief, then they are bewildered in their own doubt and hesitation. The verse says

Only those ask leave from you who do not believe in Allah and the Last Day and their “ 
. ” hearts are in doubt, so they waver in their doubt

Hadrat Ami̅r-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) in one of his sayings has cited: “…and he who

(waves in doubt, Satans trample him under their feet.” (1

****
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نَیدِعِاقَْلا عَمَ  اودُعُْقا  لَیِقوَ  مْهُطََّبثَفَ  مْهَُثاعَِبْنا  هُّللا  هَرِکَ  نکَِلوَ  هًَّدعُ  هَُل  اوُّدعَلأَ  جَورُخُْلا  اودُارَأَ  وَْلوَ  - 46

And if they had intended to go forth, they would have certainly provided . “ 46

equipment for it, but Allah was averse to their going forth, so He withheld them and it
(: was said (to them

! ’ ” Sit you with the sedentary ‘ 

Commentary: verse 46

These very hypocrites, who came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him to give them

permission not to participate in the Holy Struggle, had formerly decided not to go to

the Holy Struggle and that asking permission was an external action which was done

formally, since whether the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) gave them permission or not, they

would not go to fight. The same matter, from their situation, is stated through this

:verse. It says

And if they had intended to go forth, they would have certainly provided equipment “ 
, …” for it

They never provided any preliminary preparations for their going out, and the very

.thing indicated that they were not decided to go forth

After that, the verse points to an important matter denoting that, as a result of their

intention and their action, Allah basically was not pleased with their participation in the

Holy Struggle. So, He cast this idea into their hearts that they would stay at home and

refrain going forth. Therefore, they were told to remain in Medina with those who had

not taken
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:part in the Holy Struggle such as children, women, and the sick. The verse says

but Allah was averse to their going forth, so He withheld them and it was “…

! ’ ” said (to them): ‘ Sit you with the sedentary

However, the averse of Allah to their going forth toward Holy Struggle is a negation of

.Divine succor, not a practical prohibition

****
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مْهَُل نَوعُاَّمسَ  مْکُیِفوَ  هَنَْتفِْلا  مُکَُنوغُْبیَ  مْکَُللاَخِ  اوعُضَوْلأَوَ  لاًابَخَ  َّلاإِ  مْکُودُازَ  امَ  مْکُیِف  اوجُرَخَ  وَْل  - 47

نَیمِِلاَّظلاِب مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

Had they gone forth among you, they would not have increased to you aught . “ 47
save corruption, and they would have certainly hurried about (to and fro) amidst you,

;seeking to stir up sedition between you

;and some of you would listen to them

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing of the unjust

Commentary: verse 47

In this holy verse, the Qur’ān explains that if they came out with you and took part in
the Holy Struggle they would be a boaring for you and they would do naught but

corruption and sedition. They might penetrate inside your rows and substitute

themselves deceitfully amongst you being busy with disturbances; and there are

some persons among you who follow them and hearken to their seditious statements.
Therefore, if they had come they would have created sedition and disturbance in the

:groups of the Muslims. The holy verse says

Had they gone forth among you, they would not have increased to you aught save “ 
corruption, and they would have certainly hurried about (to and fro) amidst you,

;seeking to stir up sedition between you

p: 420

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3745 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


; …” and some of you would listen to them

By means of their evil speeches, they would pervert the weak Muslims from the

straight path and would create a gap and separation in the troops of Islam, so that

the troops’ spirit could be weakened. Then, the verse continues saying that Allah is

:aware of the unjust; i.e. He knows all their plots. The verse says

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing of the unjust “…

****

p: 421

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3746 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


رَوُملاُا کََل  اوُبَّلقَوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هَنَْتفِْلا  اوُغَتَْبا  دِقََل  - 48

هِّللا رُْمأَ  رَهَظَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  ءَآجَ  یَّتحَ 

نَوهُرِاکَ مْهُوَ 

They certainly sought to stir up sedition already before, and turned matters . “ 48
upside down for you, until the truth came and Allah’s command appeared though they

.” were averse

Commentary: verse 48

These hypocrites had given their examination before. They had cast sedition among

.the Muslims

Therefore, the Qur’ān refers to the course of the Battle of ’Uhud where the

hypocrites, under the leadership of ‘Abdullah-ibn-’Ubay, struck the Muslims very

violently and hindered a large group of them from participating in the Holy Struggle.
They not only did not go to war themselves, but also caused some Muslim tribes to

become doubtful about it. These tribes were such as Banū-Muslimah, and Banū-
Hari̅thah. They, as a result of the hypocrites’ preachings, hesitated to go to fight in the

Holy Struggle, but soon they overcame to their doubt and participated in the Holy

Struggle. The following holy verse from Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān is a hint to that very

:circumstance. It says

When two parties of you had decided to flinch but Allah was the protector of them “ 
both (and helped them to
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(change their thought); so in Allah (alone) should the believers trust.” (1

It is for this reason that, in the verse under discussion, the Qur’ān states that the

hypocrites had decided from before to stir up sedition and they tried to turn the

matters upside down for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in order that he might make mistake in
making his decisions. But the truth came and Allah’s command was manifested while

they were not pleased. That is, in that very Battle of ’Uhud that they applied their

seditions, the Muslims, after incurring a failure, finally overcame the enemy, and

Islam obtained a better situation and it was fixed. The hypocrites, of course, did not

:like that circumstance. The verse says

They certainly sought to stir up sedition already before, and turned matters upside “ 
down for you, until the truth came and Allah’s command appeared though they were

.” averse

Yes, hypocrites’ hearts never submit to the Islamic system, “…they were averse. ”,
but as it was actually proved, the helps of Allah destroy the plans of the hypocrites: “…

…”. the truth came and Allah’s command appeared

****
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اوطُقَسَ هِنَْتفِْلا  یِف  لاَأَ  یِّنِتْفتَ  لاوَ  یِل  نذَْئا  لُوقُیَ  نمَ  مهُْنِموَ  - 49

نَیرِِفاکَْلاِب هٌطَیحِمَل  مََّنهَجَ  َّنإِو 

And among them there is he who says: ‘ Give me leave and do not tempt me.’ . “ 49
Surely into temptation have they already fallen; and verily Hell encompasses the

.” infidels

Commentary: verse 49

One of the chiefs of the tribe Bany Salamah, who was one of the hypocrites, asked the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) not to attend in the Battle of Tabūk. His pretext was that

if he saw the Roman women, he would be enamoured of them and would commit sins.
The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) allowed him so. Then, this verse was revealed and counted

him sinful and fallen in temptation for the sake of not participating in the battlefield.
The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) resigned him from his rank, the presidency of the tribe, and

.appointed Bushr-ibn-Bur’ā’, a generous and good tempered man, in his place

However, for believers, a battlefield is the site of temptation and examination, and

those who are worried about the temptation of war and avoid going toward Holy

:Struggle, will fall into a greater temptation. The verse says

And among them there is he who says: ‘Give me leave and do not tempt me.’ Surely “ 
; …” into temptation have they already fallen

To deceive the believers, some of hypocrites abuse the religious matters and

ordinances and, under the name of, for
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example, ‘ looking at the Roman girls ’, disobey the command of Allah and the

.Messenger

It should be noted that escape from the Divine trial is impossible; and

encompassment of Hell upon infidels and hypocrites is for the encompassment of Hell

upon infidels and hypocrites is for the encompassment of sin upon their entity. The

:verse continues saying

.” and verily Hell encompasses the infidels “…

****
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اوُلوقُیَ هٌبَیصُِم  کَْبصُِت  نإِوَ  مْهُؤْسُتَ  هٌنَسَحَ  کَْبصُِت  نإِ  - 50

اوَّْلوَتَیَوَ لُْبقَ  نِم  اَنرَْمأَ  آَنذْخَأَ  دْقَ 

نَوحُرِفَ مْهُوَ 

,If (any) good befalls you, it vexes them; but if an affliction visits you . “ 50

’, they say: ‘ We had taken care of our affair in advance

.” and they turn away, rejoicing

Commentary: verse 50

In this verse, the Qur’ān refers to one of other particular epithets of the hypocrites.
This epithet in them is that if a goodness befalls the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Muslims,
they will be annoyed of it. They will be inconvenient if the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) overcomes

.the enemy in the war or obtains some booties

They do not like the goodness and happiness of the Muslims, but if an affliction befalls

the Muslims, that they meet with failure or be killed, for example, they will be glad and

they say that they had observed the necessary precausions from before and they did

:not visit that affliction. In such a way, they speak ironically of Muslims. The verse says

,If (any) good befalls you, it vexes them; but if an affliction visits you “ 

.” they say: ‘ We had taken care of our affair in advance’, and they turn away, rejoicing

****
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نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ  هِّللا  یلعَوَ  اَنلاَوْمَ  وَهُ  انََل  هُّللا  بَتَکَامَ  َّلاإِ  آنَبَیصُِی  نَل  لُق  - 51

;Say: ‘ Never shall afflict us (anything) save what Allah has prescribed for us . “ 51

 ’. ” He is our Master; and on Allah should the believers rely

Commentary: verse 51

The leader of a community and the community itself are partners with each other in
.sorrows and joys

We are commissioned to our duties, not sureties to their results. We go forth in Holy

:Struggle, but determinations are with Allah. The verse says

; …” Say: ‘ Never shall afflict us (anything) save what Allah has prescribed for us “ 

Whatever Allah prescribes for a believing servant is good, since never does a master

.prescribe some bad things for his servant

A believer lives under the mastership of Allah (s.w.t.); and the highest peak of

monotheism is to run alongside the orbit of Divine Law, and also leaving the fate to

:the Will of Allah, the Wise. It says

; …” He is our Master “…

On Allah (s.w.t.) alone should a believer rely, because the condition of Faith is relying

:on Allah. The verse says

’. ” and on Allah should the believers rely “…

****
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اوصَُّبرَتَفَ انَیدِْیاَِب  وْأَ  هِدِنعِ  نِْم  بٍاذَعَِب  هُّللا  مُکُبَیصُِی  نأَ  مْکُِب  صَُّبرَتََن  نُحَْنوَ  نِْییَنَسْحُْلا  يدَحْإِ  َّلآإِ  آنَِب  نَوصَُّبرَتَ  لْهَ  لُْق  - 52

نَوصُِّبرَتَُم مْکُعَمَ  اَّنإِ 

Say: ‘ Do you await for us but one of the two excellences? And we await for you . “ 52
that

Allah will afflict you with punishment from

 ’.” Himself or by our hands. So await; we (too) are awaiting with you

Commentary: verse 52

This verse addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to convey this answer to them, too, that

whether they expect to reach Muslims one of the two goodnesses, victory or

:martyrdom. The verse says

Say: ‘ Do you await for us but one of the two “ 

? …” excellences

Muslims either defeat the enemy in the war and come out from the battlefield

victoriously, or they will be killed and drink the glass of martyrdom honestly. Whatever

comes forth welcomes, and it is the cause of their honour and the light of Muslims’
.eyes. There will be, however, no failure in their policy

But, on the contrary, concerning the opponents, Muslims await for them one of the

two afflictions. Either they meet the punishment from Allah both in this world and the

.next world, or Muslims make them contemptible and destroy them by their hands
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:The verse says

And we await for you that Allah will afflict you with punishment from Himself or by “…

. …” our hands

Now that the status is like that, both parties may await with each other. The verse

:continues saying

 ’.” So await; we (too) are awaiting with you “…

****
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نَیقِسِافَ اًموْقَ  مُْتنکُ  مْکَُّنإِ  مْکُنِم  لََّبقَتَُی  نَل  اًهرْکَ  وْأَ  اًعوْطَ  اوقُفِنأَ  لُْق  - 53

,Say: ‘ Spend willingly or unwillingly . “ 53

it shall never be accepted from you; (for) verily you have ever been an ungodly

.” people

Commentary: verse 53

Those hypocrites who did not participate in the Battle of Tabūk, desired to share the

.Battle in its victory by means of their financial helps

But, the condition of deeds to be accepted by Allah is piety and sincerity, because the

political and social affairs and divine services are all related to each other. Thus the

spirits, innates, and intentions of persons are effective in the value of their deeds.
That hypocrite who is inconvenient of triumph for Muslims and is happy when an

affliction reaches them, his deeds are worthless with this polluted innate. So, such

hypocrites, who instead of going forth to battlefields intend to expend financially, are

:told that their action, done willingly or unwillingly, is of no avail. The verse says

,Say: ‘ Spend willingly or unwillingly “ 

it shall never be accepted from you; (for) verily you have ever been an ungodly

.” people

Charity, of course, is not limited to the act of satiating people with food, the

.improvement of minds and spiritual growth is also the goal of Islam

****
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نَوقُفِنُی لاوَ  یَلاسَکُ  مْهُوَ  َّلاإِ  هَلاََّصلا  نَوُتأْیَ  لاوَ  هِِلوسُرَِبوَ  هِّللاِب  اورُفَکَ  مْهَُّنأَ  َّلآِا  مْهُُتاقَفََن  مْهُْنِم  لَبَْقُت  نأَ  مْهُعَنَمَ  امَوَ  - 54

نَوهُرِاکَ مْهُوَ  َّلاإِ 

,And naught prevented that their spendings should be accepted from them . “ 54

save that they have disbelieved in Allah and in his Messenger,and they do not perform

the prayer but while they are sluggish, and they do not spend but while they are

. ” averse

Commentary: verse 54

In this verse, the Qur’ān explains once more the reason of refusing the expenses of

:the hypocrites. It says

,And naught prevented that their spendings should be accepted from them “ 

, …” save that they have disbelieved in Allah and in his Messenger

Then, any action, which is not done with the belief in Allah, will not be accepted with

.Him

Thus, the incomes of an Islamic government, comparing with the incomes of other

governments, such as Khoms (one fifth levy), alms, and charities, which believing

people pay heartily and with a great deal of sincerity, have some peculiarities and

:privileges as follows

.They pay it willingly, based on their own choice and upon their religious conscience . 1
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.They pay it with no fear, but accompanied by intention with divine motive . 2

.They count the financial expendings as some provisions for the Hereafter . 3

.They choose a just scholar among jurisprudents to give him their wealth . 4

.They usually know how that spending is used and they often control it . 5

The condition of the simple life of the taker of it is considered by them. So, they . 6
.(. usually kiss his hand and thank Allah (s.w.t

The verse, after mentioning the refusal of the hypocrites’ financial expendings, refers

:to the situation of their worships. It says

, …” and they do not perform the prayer but while they are sluggish “…

This is the state of their prayer, then, similar to that, their spending is also done

:forcedly and with aversion. The verse continues saying

. ” and they do not spend but while they are averse “…

In fact, their spendings are not accepted for two reasons. One reason is that their

action is performed with infidelity and lack of faith; and the second reason is that it is
.done forcedly and with aversion

Also, their prayer is not accepted for two reasons: the first is their infidelity, and the

.second is that it is performed sluggishly

****
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اهَِب مهَُبِّذعَُیِل  هُّللا  دُیرُِی  امَّنإِ  مْهُدُلاَوْأَ  لآوَ  مْهُُلاوَْمأَ  کَْبجِْعُت  لاف  - َ 55

مْهُسُفُْنأَ قَهَزْتَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف 

نَورُِفاکَ مْهُوَ 

So let not their possessions and their issues astonish you; verily Allah only desires . “ 55
,thereby to chastise them in the life of (this) world

and that their souls depart while

. ” they are infidels

Commentary: verse 55

Some of the hypocrites had both a great deal of wealth, and many children. This

status caused the surprise of some Muslims. They might think with themselves how

.those hypocrites, that did not believe in Allah, had enjoyed so many bounties

In this verse, it is said to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and all the Muslims that they would not

surprise of the abundance of the hypocrites’ wealth and children. That is, they should

not imagine that those bounties might cause happiness and comfort for them. But, on

the contrary, those properties and children caused them affliction and punishment.
Therefore, the hypocrites and infidels, because of absence of belief in Allah (s.w.t.),
which is the origin of the ease of hearts, can not apply those bounties with a pleasure.
Sometimes these bounties are the sources of worriment, anxiety, and spiritual

torments for them. For the sake of possessing some more possibilities, they think

they are free from want. This very imagination causes them to disobey most of divine

p: 433

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3758 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


commandments and take distance more and more from Allah (s.w.t.) and from

.believing in Him

:The verse says

So let not their possessions and their issues astonish you; verily Allah only desires “ 
,thereby to chastise them in the life of (this) world

. ” and that their souls depart while they are infidels

Therefore, if wealth and children are purified and righteous, they are some good

merits which cause happiness, comfort, and ease. But if the wealth is not purified and

.the children are impious, they will be a painful torment for their holders

****
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نَوُقرَْفیَ مٌوْقَ  مْهَُّنکَِلوَ  مْکُنِم  مْهُ  امَوَ  مْکُنمَِل  مْهَُّنإِ  هِّللاِب  نَوفُِلحْیَوَ  - 56

And they swear by Allah that they are most surely of you, while they are not of . “ 56
.you

. ” But they are a people that are afraid

Commentary: verse 56

The Arabic term /yafraqūn/ , used in the abovementioned verse, means the intense of

.fear. As if their hearts burst from fear

One of the means of hypocrites, which they applied frequently, was ‘ a false oath ’.
That is why we should not haste in accepting the repentance of a hypocrite and

:believing his claims, because hypocrites are liars. The verse says

And they swear by Allah that they are most surely of you, while they are not of you.“
But they are a people

. ” that are afraid

.However, heartily fear and terror are among the signs of hypocrites

****
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هِْیَلإِ اوَّْلوََل  لاًخََّدُم  وْأَ  تٍارَاغَمَ  وْأَ  أًجَْلمَ  نَودُجِیَ  وَْل  - 57

نَوحُمَجْیَ مْهُوَ 

,If they (the hypocrites) could find a refuge, or caves or a place to enter therein . “ 57

. ” they would certainly turn thereto, running away in all haste

Commentary: verse 57

The Arabic word /malja’/ , mentioned in this verse, means ‘ refuge ’ , and the term

/maqārāt/ is the plural form of /maqārah/ which means ‘ cave ’. The word /madxal/ in
Arabic is rendered as ‘a hidden way like a tunnel under the ground ’. The Qur’ānic

term /yajmahūn/ is derived from /jimāh/ in the sense of ‘ a swift running which can not

/. be stopped ’. In Arabic, a vicious horse is also called /jamūh

Hypocrites express faith either because of fear or because of coveting wealth and

.rank. The abovementioned verse refers to the first group

A hypocrite is often frightened and seeks for opportunity to escape from the existing

.situation

The life of hypocrites is always scattered and roaming about. They lead a compulsory

:life with the Muslims, since they are in fear from their own deed. The verse says

If they (the hypocrites) could find a refuge, or caves or a place to enter therein, they “ 
. ” would certainly turn thereto, running away in all haste

****
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اوضُرَ اهَْنِم  اوطُعُْا  نْإِفَ  تِاقَدََّصلا  یِف  كَزُمِْلیَ  نمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  - 58

نَوطُخَسْیَ مْهُ  اذَإِ  آهَْنِم  اوْطَْعُی  مَْل  نإِوَ 

;And some of them find fault with you regarding to the (distribution of) alms . “ 58

,so if they are given from them, they are pleased

. ” and if they are not given from them, they are enraged

Commentary: verse 58

The Qur’ānic term /lumaz / means ‘to find fault in front of a person’, while the term

 ’. /humaz/ means ‘ to find fault at the back of a person

That person who later became the leader of Kharijites (Khawārij) and the apostates

(Māriqi̅n), when the booties of the Battle of Hunayn were being distributed, he

.protested the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and told him to behave justly

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ Who is better in justice than I? ” At that time ‘Umar

was going to kill the man for that undue insolence. But the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said that

they let him go, and added that he would have some followers who would have such

worships that the audience, comparing their worships with them, might count theirs

naught. (This statement was a hint to their dry worships without mastership. With

those plenty of worships, they exceeded the religion and went out of the bounds of

Islam, like an arrow when it goes out of the bow. That person was killed in the Battle

.(. of Nahrawān by the sword of Hazrat Ali (a.s
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However, hypocrites look only at their own interests. Then, if they are given a share of

bounties, they will be pleased and happy, and count the distributer a just person even

.though they do not deserve it

But, if they are given naught from those interests, they will become angry, and accuse

:the distributer to injustice. The verse says

;And some of them find fault with you regarding to the (distribution of) alms“

,so if they are given from them, they are pleased

. ” and if they are not given from them, they are enraged

****
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هُُلوسُرَوَ هِِلضْفَ  نِم  هُّللا  انَیِتؤُْیسَ  هُّللا  انَُبسْحَ  اوُلاقَوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هُّللا  مُهُاتَاءَآمَ  اوضُرَ  مْهَُّنأَ  وَْلوَ  - 59

نَوُبغِارَ هِّللا  یَلإِ  آَّنإِ 

And if they were content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them and they . “ 59
:said

(Allah is sufficient for us; Allah will soon give us (more ‘ 

.out of His grace, and His Messenger too

 ’. ” Verily unto Allah do we eagerly turn

Commentary: verse 59

:There are four stages referred to in this verse

.Being content with the Decree of Allah and submitted to it ( 1

 …” And if they were content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them“

.Oral Expression of content uttered by the tongue of the person ( 2

; …” and they said: ‘Allah is sufficient for us “…

.Being hopeful of the grace, bounteousness and beneficence of Allah ( 3

. …” Allah will soon give us (more) out of His grace, and His Messenger too “…

.(. Being heedless to the world, and having the love of Allah (s.w.t ( 4

 ’. ” Verily unto Allah do we eagerly turn “…
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Hypocrites are never content with Allah’s predestinations, but the goodness of man

.lies in his satisfaction and contentment

Mere straitened circumstances should not be noted. Patience generally brings forth a
better future for the servants. Moreover, we are not in a situation to ask Him to give

our claims. Whatever He bestows upon us is from His Own bounteousness; and His

.graces come to us by the way of prophets and the saints

The bitterness of worldly deprivations will become sweet by the help of Allah’s
.promises to the believers, and the bounties of Heaven

****
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Section 8: The Hypocrites

Point

The punishment of hurting the Messenger of Allah – Hypocrites’ vain attempt to

 – please the believers

.Their lame excuses and their punishment

اهَْیلَعَ نَیِلِماعَْلاوَ  نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  ءِآرَقَفُْلِل  تُاقَدََّصلا  امََّنإِ  - 60

لِیِبَّسلا نِْباوَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِفوَ  نَیِمرِاغَْلاوَ  بِاقَِّرلا  یِفوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  هِفََّلؤَمُْلاوَ 

هِّللا نَِم  هًضَیرِفَ 

مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ 

Verily alms are for the poor and the needy, and the officials (appointed) over . “ 60
,them

,and those whose hearts are to be reconciled, and to free the captives

and the debtors, and for the cause of Allah, and (for) the wayfarer. (This is) a duty

;ordained by Allah

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 60

Point

The words /sadaqah/ (alms) and /sidāq/ (dowry) are derived from the words /sidq/
(truthfulness). Giving alms is a sign of truthfulness in the Faith to Allah, and dowry (or

.nuptial gift) is a sign of love to the wife
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The Arabic term /faqi̅r/ is derived from /faqr/ (poverty). It is rendered to a person

whose indigence is going to crash his bones. The Qur’ānic term /miski̅n/ (indigent)
refers to a person who, because of indigency, sits at home, and is called ‘a stay-at-

’. home one

According to some Islamic narrations, /faqi̅r/ (a poor person) is a needy person who

usually does not ask people for help; but a /miski̅n/ (an indigent one) is a person who,
.because of intensity of indigency, in general, asks others to give him money

Some Islamic traditions indicate that if the rich paid their alms tax to the deserving

.needy persons of the society, there would not exist any poor person

:A tradition cited in Wasā’il-ush-Shi̅‘ah says

Verily Allah has fixed, in the wealth of the rich, some amount for the poor to solve “ 
their difficulties. And if He knew it was not sufficient for them, He would increase it. …

.” And if people paid the poor’s rights to them, they could live very well

 ’ The Purpose of ‘ Alms ’ Is ‘ Poor-rates

Poor-tax is one of the certain necessary duties of the religion of Islam. That is why the

Qur’ān in the above verse says that it is ‘a duty ordained by Allah’. This phrase means

that poor-tax is a certain obligatory commandment of Allah. So, according to this holy

verse, this poor-tax must be spent in the same eight positions which are said in the

verse, and in other sites it is not permissible. Full majority of Islamic jurisprudents, of

course, believe that poor-rates can be spent
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.for all the eight mentioned instances, and it is not obligatory to divide it among them

But, from one point of view, spending it in these eight instances depends on the social

necessities, and from another point of view, it depends on the attitude of the Islamic

:government. These eight sites are as follows

The poor; 2. the indigent (the needy); 3. the officials appointed over them; 4. those.1
whose hearts are to be reconciled; 5. To free the captives; 6. the debtors, 7. For the

.cause of Allah; 8. and the wayfarer

The explanation of the first and the second group (the poor and the indigent) has

been referred to before. The third group, the officials appointed over them, are all

those persons who take trouble for: collecting alms, protecting them, distributing and

.accounting them. Therefore, their rage is paid from alms-tax itself

The fourth group are those people who are not eager to embrace Islam. Then, by

.spending a portion of alm-tax, their hearts can be absorbed

The payment of alms-tax for absorbing the hearts is not in the sense of their

embracing Islam for money, but it is for creating a preparation in them that they

.obtain some understanding, and then they may have Faith

The fifth aspect is to spend it in the way of freeing the captives and striving against

.the act of enslavement

The sixth aspect of spending alms-tax is for the debtors. There are some debtors who

have innocently contracted some debts, like those who have last all their properties in
a fire accident, in a flood, and in other natural events. Such persons are counted in this

.item
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Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Any believer or Muslim who dies and leaves a debt, which is
. ” not based on corruption and immoderation, it is upon Imam to pay that debt

The seventh site is for the cause of Allah which encompasses any godly efforts of the

faithful, such as: religious preachings, Holy Struggle, services of comfort of life, and

.solving the difficulties of the Muslims

The eighth aspect is the wayfarer. A wayfarer is a person who is rich in his own town

.but, in the course of travel, accidentally, he has no money and is helpless

:The Effects of Poor-tax in the Society

.Poor-tax is a factor of wealth adjustment . 1

.Poor-tax is a practical thank for the things that Allah has given to that person . 2

Poor-tax decreases the class divisions of the society, and wipes out the rancour . 3
.between the poor and the rich

Poor-tax survives the spirit of generosity and grace in man, and decreases . 4
.mammonism and material dependence in him

Poor-tax is a support for social securing of the deprive. It tells the poor not to be . 5
worried, and advises the bankrupt to try again. It says to the traveler not to be afraid

of the lack of money in the way. It tells the employed that his share is preserved. It

gives promise of freedom to the captives. It furnishes the field of godly services, and

.attracts the hearts of others to Islam

But, multiplication of wealth causes some ungodly things, such as: negligence from . 6
the remembrance of Allah, exploitation from people, hard-heartedness,

.disobedience, and revelry, the remedy of which is poor-tax
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Besides wiping deprivation, poor-tax has some more merits. It increases attraction . 7
.to Islam, or, at least, it causes persons not to cooperate with the enemies of Islam

Some ordinary people believe that Islam has limited the increase of wealth and . 8
income for Muslims, while from the point of Islam’s view, human beings must be

relatively free so that they enjoy the nature by effort and originative faculty and they

.develop. But paying tax is also necessary

From the arrangement and order of the sites of spending alms tax, and that the . 9
poor and indigents are mentioned prior to other aspects; perhaps, it can be said that

.wiping poverty from the society is in precedence

The existence of the law of alms tax in Islam does not mean that Islam wishes to . 10
have always some poor Muslims who take poor-tax and some rich ones to pay it; but

it is a way by which an outward real problem of the society can be solved. Sometimes,
the rich also face with some afflicting events such as: theft of property, fire accident,
traffic accident, war, and captivity. Therefore, in an Islamic system, there should exist

.a financial source for social security

The ordinance of alms-tax was revealed in Mecca, but because of scarcity of the . 11
.Muslims and the money of alms-tax, people paid it themselves

But, later, after the formation of an Islamic government in Medina, the idea of taking

alms-tax from people with the purpose of paying to the treasury of the Muslims, and

its centrality by the Islamic ruler, came into being. One of its evidences in the Qur’ān is
(recited: “ Take alms out of their property, …” (Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 103

It is not necessary that the alms-tax be divided equally among all the eight . 12
aspects, but it can be divided under the

p: 445

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3770 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


control of the Islamic judge and as much as it is needed and according to the

.necessity of the circumstances

The person who does not pay alms-tax and is in the opposition of the Islamic . 13
.government thereby, can be fought against

It is unlawful (harām) for a sayyid (a descendant of the Prophet) to take alms-tax, . 14
.save that the giver and the taker of it are both sayyed

The condition of consuming alms-tax in the way of Allah is not only being in the . 15
.state of poverty, but wherever it helps the sovereignty of Islam it can be spent

Alms-tax can be spent for the rescue of the society from the vice of the vicious . 16
persons. This meaning concerns to the phrase: “… and those whose hearts are to be

.reconciled, …” mentioned in the verse

If a blood-money is proved upon a person and he is not able to pay it, the case is . 17
…” included in the phrase: “ and the debtors

Maybe, the phrase: “… and to free the captives…” encompasses the usage of alms- . 18
.tax for emancipation of prisoners or supplying their expenses

In the Qur’ān, the concept of ‘alms-tax’ has often accompanied with ‘prayer’; and . 19
according to the Islamic literature, the condition of prayer to be accepted is the

payment of alms-tax. This status denotes to the relation of the connection with Allah

.and the connection with people

However, none of the obligations of the religion has occurred in the Qur’ān so close to

‘prayer’ that alms-tax has. As for the evidence, some verses are mentioned in the

:following
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A) “ And keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates (zakāt), and bow down in prayer

(. with those who bow down (in congragation),” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 43

B) “ And keep up the prayer, and pay the poor-rates, …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse

(. 110

C) “ Verily, verily your guardian (waliyy) is only Allah and His Messenger and those who

believe, those who establish the prayer and pay the poor-rate while bowing down (in
prayer).” (Sura Al-Mā’idah, No.5, verse 55). The consensus of the commentators of

both great sects of Islam have cited that the objective meaning of this verse is Ali-ibn-
Abitālib, Ali (a.s.) as its occasion of revelation denotes, too. (Tafsi̅r-ul-Bahr-ul-Muhi̅t,
vol. 3, p. 513; Tafsi̅r-i-Fath-ul-Qadi̅r, vol. 2, p. 53; Ehqāq-ul-Haqq, vol. 2, p. 400; and Kanz-

(. ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 6, p. 391

D) “…and Allah said: ‘ Verily I am with you, if you keep up prayer and pay the poor-rate

(. and believe in My messengers and assist them…” (Sura Al-Mā’idah, No.5, verse 12

E) “…But if they repent and perform the prayer and pay the poor-rate, then leave

(. their way free to them; …” (Sura At-Taubah, No.9, verse 5

F) “… Therefore, keep up the prayer and pay the poor-rate and hold fast by Allah; …”
(. (Sura Al-Hajj (the pilgrimage), No.22, verse 78

G) “… and We revealed to them the doing of good and the keeping up of prayer and

the giving of the alms, and Us (alone) did they serve. ” (Sura Al-’Anbiyā, No. 21, verse 73

H) “… and the keeping up of the prayer and the giving of the poor-rate…” (Sura An-
.Nūr, No.24, verse 37
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I) “… and He has enjoined on me the prayer and the poor-rate so long as I live.” (Sura

(Maryam, No. 19, verse 32

J) “ And he enjoined on his family the prayer and the alms giving, …” (Sura Maryam,
No. 9,verse 55). In addition to the above evidences, there are some more verses in this

.regard recited in the Qur’ān

It should also be noted that alms giving has not been enjoined only in Islam, but as it
was pointed out in the explanations of the previous verses, it has been ordained in the

.former religions, too

The law of poor-rate, which illustrates an outline from the Islamic system, provides

:the following traces

Social justice, effacing poverty, providing personels and employees, international

popularity, the emancipation of slaves and prisoners, string the powers and faculties,
.preserving the creed and honour of the Muslims, expansion of social services

:Poor-rate and traditions

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ No group of people restrain(ed) the poor-rate but Allah . 1
(restrains the rain from them.” (Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, p.9

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ Whoever spends in charity (the poor-rate), there will be . 2
(appointed) for him from the bliss of the Heaven as much as the Mount of ’Uhud for

(: every coin (he has given).” (Roudat-ul-Wā‘izi̅n, p.418

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “ Protect your properties by almsgiving.” (Tuhaf- . 3
(ul-‘Uqūl, p.113; and Bihār-ul-Anwār, vol.93, p. 13

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) narrating from his ancestors, said that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) . 4
had said: “ The most generous
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person among people) is the one who pays the poor-rate of his wealth; and the most)
niggardly (person among people) is the one who is stingy to what Allah has enjoyed on

(him.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol.93, p.11

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “If people pay the poor-rate of their properties, there will . 5
(remain no poor, needy Muslim.” (Al-Imam-as-Sādiq (a.s.), Asad Heydar, vol.4, p.360

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “If you desire that Allah increases your wealth, then . 6
do pay its poor-rate.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol.93, p.23

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “ The poor-rate increases in the sustenance.” (Bihār-ul- . 7
(Anwār, vol.75, p.83

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “When the poor-rate is restrained, the earth withholds its . 8
(bounties. ” (Al-Muhajjat-ul-Baydā’, vol.2, p.66

****
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مْکُنِم اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلِل  هٌمَحْرَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل  نُِمؤُْیوَ  هِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْی  مْکَُل  رٍْیخَ  نُذُُا  لُْق  نٌذُُا  وَهُ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  َّیِبَّنلا  نَوذُؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا  مُهُْنِموَ  - 61

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  هِّللا  لَوسُرَ  نَوذُؤُْی  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

:And there are among them those who hurt the Prophet and say . “ 61

He is an ear!’ Say: ‘An ear that is good for you; he believes in Allah, and believes the ‘ 
.believers, and he is a mercy to those of you who believe

 ’.” And those who hurt the messenger of Allah, there is a painful punishment for them

Commentary: verse 61

Some of the hypocrites said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was a simple and whimsical

person, and he accepts whatever everybody says. Then, the Messenger of Allah

(p.b.u.h.) became inconvenient of them. At that time this verse was revealed and

:answered them. It says

!’…” And there are among them those who hurt the Prophet and say: ‘He is an ear“

In fact, they demonstrated one of the advantages of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in the form

.of his disadvantage, the existence of which is necessary in a leader

That is why the Qur’ān, immediately after that, adds this idea in the verse implying

that if the Prophet, as you imagine, is an ear and listens to your statements and

:accepts your excuse; it is useful for you. It says
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; …” say: ‘An ear that is good for you “…

It is benefitable for you because, in this way, he protects your credit, and he does not

waste your personality, and he does not hurt your feelings. Through this way, he

employs his effort so that he preserves your affection, concord, and unity. But, if he

uncovered the curtains and publicly disgraced the liars, there would arise a lot of

.troubles for you

Then, in order that the criticizers do not misuse this statement and do not take it as a
document, the verse continues implying that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) believes in Allah

and his commandments, hearkens to the words of the true believers, and accepts

:them, and observes them. The verse adds

, …” he believes in Allah and believes the believers “… 

That is, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in fact, has two stages of treatment. One stage is

conservation of the outward and hindering from betraying secrets, and the other is

the stage of action. In the first stage, he listens to the statements of people, and,
apparently, he does not reject them. But, when the time of action comes forth, his

attention is only to the commandments of Allah and to the suggestions which are

uttered by the true believers. Thus, a leader, who tries to find the truth, should treat

like that; and supplying the interests of a society is not possible save through this way.
:Hence, the Qur’ān, immediately after that, states

. …” and he is a mercy to those of you who believe “…

The only thing that should be added here is that those who hurt the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
with such words, and find faults from him, should not think that they will be left

:without punishment. So, at the end of the verse, it says

,And those who hurt the messenger of Allah “…

 ’.” there is a painful punishment for them
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هُوضُرُْی نأَ  ُّقحَأَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هُّللاوَ  مْکُوضُرُْیِل  مْکَُل  هِّللاِب  نَوفُِلحْیَ  - 62

نَیِنِمؤُْم اوُناکَ  نإِ 

;They swear to you by Allah, to please you . “ 62

but Allah and His Messenger have a greater right that they should please Him if they

.” are believers

Commentary: verse 62

A hypocrite always lives in fear and terror. He tries to attract the attention of others

by oaths and affectation. For this reason, not every oath should be accepted, since

:sometimes the holy things are misused by some impious persons. The verse says

; …” They swear to you by Allah, to please you “ 

Allah’s pleasure is the main principal for a believer, not the consent of common

people. The pleasure of the Messenger (p.b.u.h.) is the same as the pleasure of Allah.
:The verse continues saying

but Allah and His Messenger have a greater right that they should please “…

.” Him if they are believers

****
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مُیظِعَْلا يُزْخِْلا  کَِلذَ  اهَیِف  اًدِلاخَ  مََّنهَجَ  رَاَن  هَُل  َّناَفَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  دِدِاحَُی  نمَ  هَُّناَ  اومُلَْعیَ  مَْلأَ  - 63

Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger verily for him is . “ 63
?the fire of Hell to abide therein

.” That is the great abasement

Commentary: verse 63

The Qur’ānic phrase /yuhādidillāh/ (whoever opposes Allah) / means the limitation of

the Power of Allah, as if Allah is limited in His deed of wrath unto them, though they

:considered that Allah’s hands are closed. The verse says

 … ” Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah “ 

Fakhr-i-Rāzi̅ believes that this word is derived from the Arabic term /hadi̅d/ with the

sense of ‘ obstinacy ’. He has cited that the Arabic term /muhaddah/ means either ‘ to

 ’. violate the law of Allah ’, or ‘ to think oneself on one side and Allah on another side

Therefore, opposing the Islamic leader is an opposition against Allah; and the fruit of

:obstinacy before Allah is the eternal Hell. The verse says

whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger verily for him is the fire of Hell to abide “ …

?therein

. ” That is the great abasement

****
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نَورُذَحْتَامَ جٌرِخُْم  هَّللا  َّنإِ  اوءُزِهْتَسْا  لُِق  مْهِِبوُلُق  یِف  امَِب  مهُُئِّبنَُت  هٌرَوسُ  مْهِْیلَعَ  لََّزنَُت  ناَ  نَوقُِفانَمُْلا  رُذَحْیَ  - 64

The hypocrites fear lest a ‘ Sura ’ should be sent down against them apprising . “ 64
!them of what is in their hearts. Say: ‘ Mock on

 ” Verily Allah will expose what you fear of

Commentary: verse 64

It has been said in the occasion of the revelation of this verse that a group of

hypocrites made decision to startle the Prophet’s camel in a neck of land when he was

returning from the Battle of Tabūk, in a way that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would be killed.
The Messenger of Allah was informed of their evil decision by means of revelation.
‘Ammār and Khuthayfah were guarding from forward and backward. When they (the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the strivers) reached the neck of land, the hypocrites attacked

them. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) recognized them and told their names to Khuthayfah. He

asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) why he did not order that they should be killed, and the

Messenger of Allah answered: “ I do not want that others say when Muhammad

. ” became powerful he killed the Muslims

At the absence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the hypocrite mockingly said that he wanted

to occupy the castles of Syria. The revelation was sent down denoting that they might

mock whatever much they desired, and Allah would make manifest their plans. The

:verse says
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The hypocrites fear lest a ‘ Sura ’ should be sent down against them apprising them “ 
. … ” of what is in their hearts

The Qur’ānic term /sūrah/ means the totality of the Divine verses. In technical

.terminology, this term has been applied for the whole 114 Suras of the Qur’ān

The hypocrites were constantly in scare because of manifestation of their own real

feature and their deviations. They had understood that the Messenger of Allah

(p.b.u.h.) was aware of their affairs by means of revelation, yet they mocked him. But

the way of treatment of Allah, and His promise upon the hypocrites, is that He

divulges their secrets. So, you should not be worried of their stings. The help of Allah is
:always with you. The verse continues saying

 ” Say: ‘ Mock on! Verily Allah will expose what you fear of “ …

****
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نَوءُزِهْتَسْتَ مُْتنکُ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هِِتایَاءَو  هِّللاِبأَ  لُْق  بُعَْلَنوَ  ضُوخَُن  اَّنکُ  امََّنإِ  َّنُلوقُیََل  مْهُتَْلاَسَ  نِئَلوَ  - 65

:And if you question them (regarding their mockery), they will certainly say . “ 65

:We were only discoursing and sporting. ’ Say ‘ 

,Were you mocking Allah, His signs “ 

? ” and His Messenger

Commentary: verse 65

The Arabic term /xaud/ means ‘ to step in mud ’, but it is used in the Qur’ān with the

.’ meaning of ‘ starting some indecent actions

This verse, again, concerns the Battle of Tabūk when the hypocrites intended to kill

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in his return from that battle. One of those hypocrites had said

what they would do if their plot was divulged. Another of them said that they could

pretend it was a jesting. Their statement was a clamsy excuse. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the

(. commentery

Now, the question is whether it is possible to joke anything, even Allah, the Prophet,
.and the verses of the Qur’ān

Was the subject of startling the Prophet’s camel and his fall from that dangerous neck

?of land something that could be covered under the mask of jesting

:The verse says

:And if you question them (regarding their mockery), they will certainly say “ 

:We were only discoursing and sporting. ’ Say ‘ 

? ” Were you mocking Allah, His signs, and His Messenger “ 
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نَیِمرِجُْم اوُناکَ  مْهَُّناَِب  هًفَِئآطَ  بِّْذعَُن  مْکُنِم  هٍفَِئآطَ  نعَ  فُْعَن  نإِ  مْکُِنامَیإِ  دَْعَب  مُترْفَکَ  دْقَ  اورُذِتَْعتَلا  - 66

.Do not make excuses. You have disbelieved after your believing . “ 66

(If We forgive a party of you (because of repentance), We will chastise (another

. ” party for that they have been sinners

Commentary: verse 66

Every time that the plot of the hypocrites was divulged and their secrets were

manifested for the Muslims, they offered some excuses, including the very excuse

mentioned in this verse. They said they did not intend seriously, but it was only an

:amusement and a play. The Qur’ān does not accept their excuse, and says

. … ” Do not make excuses. You have disbelieved after your believing “ 

That is, after the expression of Faith, which was not true of course, they did some

actions by which their apparent belief became invalid and their infidelity was made

.manifest to the Muslims

:In the continuation of the verse, the Qur’ān says

If We forgive a party of you (because of repentance), We will chastise (another) “ … 
. ” party for that they have been sinners

The purpose of the verse is that those members of the hypocrites who repent and

really return toward Islam, will be
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forgiven; but those hypocrites who remain in their own disbelief and hypocrisy will be

.punished

Besides the chastisement of the Hereafter, this punishment occurred in this very life

upon them. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) disgraced that party of the hypocrites who resisted

on their hypocrisy. The example of it was the Mosque of Dirār, the chargers of which

.were openly criticized

****
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Section 9: Allah’s Curse for the Hypocrites

Point

Allah’s curse for the Hypocrites and His Mercy for the Believers

رِکَْنمُْلاِب نَورُُمأْیَ  ضٍْعَب  نِم  مهُضُْعَب  تُاقَِفانَمُْلاوَ  نَوقُِفانَمُْلا  - 67

مْهُیَسِنَفَ هَّللا  اوسَُن  مْهُیَدِْیأَ  نَوضُِبْقیَوَ  فِورُْعمَْلا  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَوَ 

نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلا  َّنإِ 

The hypocrite men and the hypocrite women are as one another; they enjoin evil . “ 67
,and forbid good

.and they keep their hands shut

They have forsaken Allah, so He has forsaken them, (too). The hypocrites are indeed

. ” the transgressors

Commentary: verse 67

:The Signs of the Hypocrites

In this verse, the Qur’ān points to a general matter. It implies that the spirit of

hypocrisy may appear in different shapes, and the form of ostentation in particular.
The spirit of hypocrisy may be different in a man and in a woman, but the variety of

.the features of hypocrisy among hypocrites should not deceive us

:Therefore, the verse says

; … ” The hypocrite men and the hypocrite women are as one another “ 
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After mentioning that meaning, the verse refers to five epithets out of the hypocrite’s
:qualities as follows

The first and the second epithets of the hypocrites are that they usually encourage

people to evil and restrain them from good. That is, contrast to the program of the

true believers who ceaselessly, through enjoining good and forbidding evil, try to

improve the society and to purify it from pollution and corruption, the hypocrites

always try to expand corruption everywhere and to dismiss goodness from the

:society. The verse says

, … ” they enjoin evil and forbid good “ …

Their third epithet is that they neither spend in the way of Allah, nor do they help the

deprive, nor do they financially assist their relatives and those who are familiar with

:them. The verse says

. … ” and they keep their hands shut “ …

The fourth quality of the hypocrites is that all their deeds, statements, and behaviours

denote that they have forgotten the Lord, and also the situation of their lives indicates

that the Lord has deprived them from some of His bounties, successes, and merits,
too. The signs of these two abandonments are vividly reflected in their lives. The

:verse continues saying

(. … ” They have forsaken Allah, so He has forsaken them, (too “ …

The fifth quality of theirs is that they are impious and they live outside the circle of the

obedience of Allah, i.e. not only they are mischievous, but also they are disobedient.
:The verse concludes as follows

. ” The hypocrites are indeed the transgressors “ …

Whatever was said in this verse about the qualifications of the hypocrites is seen in
.such people in any age
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مٌیقُِم بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  هُّللا  مُهُنَعََلوَ  مْهُُبسْحَ  یَهِ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  مََّنهَجَ  رَاَن  رَاَّفکُْلاوَ  تِاقَِفانَمُْلاوَ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلا  هُّللا  دَعَوَ  - 68

Allah has promised the hypocrite men and the hypocrite women and the infidels, . “ 68
,the Fire of Hell, to abide in it forever. That is enough for them

. ” Allah has cursed them, and for them is a lasting chastisement

Commentary: verse 68

The promise of Hell, stated in the abovementioned holy verse, is decreed at first for

.the hypocrites and secondly for the disbelievers

Whatever more apparently fitting the hypocrites settle themselves in the row of the

believers in this world, it is of no vail and they will be in the row of disbelievers in

.Hereafter

:The verse says

,Allah has promised the hypocrite men and the hypocrite women and the infidels “ 

. … ” the Fire of Hell, to abide in it forever

And since Hell is the collection of any pain, affliction and tribution, then it is enough for

:the hypocrites and infidels both. The verse continues saying

That is enough for them, Allah has cursed them, and for them is a lasting “ …

. ” chastisement

****
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نِم نَیذَِّلا  عَتَمْتَسْا  امَکَ  مْکُِقلاَخَِب  مُْتْعتَمْتَسـْافَ  مْهِِقلاخَِب  اوعُتَمْتَسـْافَ  اًدلاَوْأَوَ  لاًاوَْمأَ  رَثَکْأَوَ  هًَّوُق  مْکُنِم  َّدشَأَ  اوُناکَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلاکَ  - 69
نَورُسِاخَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  هِرَخِلاَاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  تْطَِبحَ  کَِئَلوُْا  اوضُاخَ  يذَِّلاکَ  مُْتضْخُوَ  مْهِِقلاَخَِب  مکُِلْبقَ 

O’ hypocrites! You are) like those who were before you, they were stronger than . “ ) 69
you in power and more

;abundant in wealth and children

so they enjoyed their portion; thus do you enjoy your portion as those before you did

;enjoy their portion

.and you indulge in vain discourses as they indulged

These are those whose works are null in this world and the Hereafter, and those are

. ” the losers

Commentary: verse 69

:An Admonition and a Warning

In order to awaken this group of the hypocrites, the abovementioned holy verse puts

the mirror of the history before them and, comparing them with the former stubborn

hypocrites, it teaches them the most instructive lessons. It implies that they are like

the former hypocrites and they follow the same path, the same program, and the

:same evil fate of theirs. The verse says

, … ” O’ hypocrites! You are) like those who were before you “ )
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Those very hypocrites of old were stronger and more abundant both from the point of

strength and from the point of properties and children than these ones. The verse

:says

;they were stronger than you in power and more abundant in wealth and children “…

… ”

They enjoyed their share of the bounties of this world in the way of lusts, pollutions,
sins, mischief, and corruption. These hypocrites of this community also enjoyed their

.own share in the same way that the former hypocrites had enjoyed

; … ” so they enjoyed their portion “ … 

:Then, the Qur’ān adds in the verse

;thus do you enjoy your portion as those before you did enjoy their portion “ … 

. … ” and you indulge in vain discourses as they indulged

For an admonition and a warning to the group of hypocrites contemporary with the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and all the hypocrites of the world, the Qur’ān, through two phrases,
.remarks the end of the former hypocrites

:The first phrase is recited

, … ” These are those whose works are null in this world and the Hereafter “ … 

:And the second phrase says

. ” and those are the losers “ … 

Such hypocrites may enjoy some temporary and limited benefits from their

hypocritical deeds in this life, but if the circumstance be observed carefully, it can be

made manifest that, they enjoy of real benefits neither in this world nor in the next

.world

****
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دَومَُثوَ دٍاعَوَ  حٍوُن  مِوْقَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  أُبََن  مْهِِتأْیَ  مَْلأَ  - 70

تِانَِّیبَْلاِب مهُُلسُرُ  مْهُْتتَأَ  تِاکَفِتَؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیَدْمَ  بِاحَصْأَوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  مِوْقَوَ 

نکَِلوَ مْهُمَِلظْیَِل  هُّللا  نَاکَ  امَفَ 

نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُْنأَ  اوُناکَ 

Has not the news of those before them came to them, of the people of Noah . “ 70

and ‘Ād and Thamūd, and the people of Abraham and the dwellers of Madyan

and the subverted cities? Their Messengers came to them with clear arguments, so it
,was not Allah to do injustice unto them

. ” but they unto themselves used to be unjust

Commentary: verse 70

In this holy verse, the Qur’ān addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, as a positive

:interrogation with a negative sense, says

Has not the news of those before them came to them, of the people of Noah “ 

and ‘Ād and Thamūd, and the people of Abraham and the dwellers of Madyan and the

? …” subverted cities

These are some shaking events the study and searching of which moves any person

.with the least feeling in his heart

Yet, Allah did not deprive them from His grace, which was His guidance and, as the

:verse says
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, …” Their Messengers came to them with clear arguments “ … 

But they did hearken to none of those godly prophets and did not consider worthy

their laborious troubles in the way of guiding the servants of Allah. Thus, never did

:Allah injustice unto them, but they unto themselves did injustice. The verse says

so it was not Allah to do injustice unto them, but they unto themselves used to be “…

. ” unjust

****

p: 465

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3791 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَوعُیطُِیوَ هَاکََّزلا  نَوُتؤُْیوَ  هَلاََّصلا  نَومُیقُِیوَ  رِکَْنمُْلا  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  نَورُُمأْیَ  ضٍْعَب  ءُآیَِلوأَ  مْهُضـُْعَب  تُانـَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ  - 71
مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  هُّللا  مْهُمُحَرْیَسَ  کَِئَلوُْا  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا 

And the believer men and the believer women, they are guardians to one . “ 71
;another

they enjoin good and forbid evil and they

perform the prayer

.and they pay the alms (zakāt), and they obey Allah and His Messenger

.It is they on whom Allah will bestow His Mercy

. ” Verily Allah is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 71

:The Signs of the True Believers

The signs of true believers, men and women, have been mentioned in the verse under

:discussion. These signs are also figured five here

:The verse beings as follows

;And the believer men and the believer women, they are guardians to one another “ 

After referring to this general principle, the revelation pays to the explanation of the

.details of the epithets of the believers

:At first, it implies that they invite people to good. The verse continues saying - 1

 … ” they enjoin good “… 
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:They also restrain people from vices, wickednesses, and unlawful things - 2

 … ” and forbid evil “ … 

Contrast to the hypocrites, who usually forget Allah, the believers always establish - 3
prayer; keep the remembrance of Allah, and, consequently, by this remembrance and

the Name of Allah, they cause their hearts to be light and their minds to be aware. The

:holy verse says

… ” and they perform the prayer “ … 

Again, contrast to the hypocrites who are some niggardly persons, the believers - 4
pay a part of their wealth as the alms (zakāt) in the way of Allah and for Allah and for

supporting the servants of Allah (s.w.t.), in order to improve their society. The verse

:says

(, …” and they pay the alms (zakāt “ …

The hypocrites are mischievous, and disobedient, and they behave outside of the - 5
circle of the commandment of Allah; but believers obey the command of Allah and His

:Messenger. The verse says

. …” and they obey Allah and His Messenger “ …

At the end of this verse, the Qur’ān points to the first privilege of the believers from

:the point of their fate and their reward. It says

. …” It is they on whom Allah will bestow His Mercy “ …

No doubt the promise of mercy to the believers is from the side of Allah. This promise

:is conclusive and assured from any point of view, because

. ” Verily Allah is the Mighty, the Wise “ …

Neither does He promise without any cause, nor does He fail its fulfilment when He

.promises
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هِّللا نَِم  نٌاوَضْرِوَ  نٍدْعـَ  تِاَّنجَ  یِف  هًبَِّیطَ  نَکِاسَمَوَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِـلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٍاَّنجَ  تِانـَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  هُّللا  دَعـَوَ  - 72
مُیظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  وَهُ  کَِلذَ  رُبَکْأَ 

Allah has promised the believer men and the . “ 72

believer women gardens

,beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they abide forever

,and goodly dwellings in garden of perpetual abode

. ” yet Allah’s good pleasure is greater (than all these); that is the great success

Commentary: verse 72

In this holy verse, the very believers whose epithets were pointed out before, are

promised some excellent things, the most important of which is the bounty of His

good pleasure. What state can be greater than the good pleasure of Allah for a

:believer? The verse says

Allah has promised the believer men and the “ 

believer women gardens

,beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they abide forever

,and goodly dwellings in garden of perpetual abode

. ” yet Allah’s good pleasure is greater (than all these); that is the great success

The garden which Allah will bestow on the believers has been qualified differently in
the Qur’ān. They are such as: /jannāt-i-‘adnin/ (gardens of perpetual abode), /jannat-

-ul
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ma’wā/ (the garden, the abode), and /jannat-ul-xuld/ (garden of eternity). The

purpose of the first qualification, mentioned here, is the statement of eternity of

Paradise. It has been said that this garden is located in the middle of Paradise, or it is
the best place of Paradise. A tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) denotes

.that, it is the situation of the place of prophets, veracious believers, and martyrs

Of course, entering into Paradise and enjoying its bounties can be a good goal for the

believers, but greater than that is gaining the good pleasure of Allah. This is the main

goal of any believer who has settled the love of Allah in his heart, and has

.(. considerably climbed towards the climax of the cognition of Allah (s.w.t

****
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Section 10: The Hypocrites Shall not Attain their Object

Point

The desires of the hypocrites shall not be fulfiled, for they do not keep up their

 – promises – They mock at the believers

They shall not have forgiveness

مْهِْیلَعَ ظُْلغْاوَ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلاوَ  رَاَّفکُْلا  دِهِاجَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آی  - َ 73

رُیصِمَْلا سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوَأْمَوَ 

,O ’ Prophet! strive hard against the infidels and the hypocrites . “ 73

,and be harsh with them, and their abode shall be Hell

. ” and an evil destination it is

Commentary: verse 73

As long as the hypocrites have not initiated war and have not plotted against Islam,
similar to the enemy alien nonbelievers, holy struggle upon them should be done only

(by tongue. (the Commentary of Al-Minār

Before the revelation of the abovementioned verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) treated the

hypocrites gently and nobly, but after the revelation of this verse his treatment

(became severe toward them. (Tafsi̅r-i-Fi̅-Zilāl-il-Qur’ān

Thus, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), who is the source of mercy, is commissioned to severity

:because of infidelity and hypocrisy of the enemies of Islam. The verse says

, … ” And be harsh with them “ …
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Therefore, an Islamic leader must be decisive and sharp before the arrogance. He

must strive against both the manifest foreign enemies and the interior hidden

enemies. However, the Holy Struggle should be led under the command and attitude

of the leader of the Muslims, who is, indeed, the commander-in-chief of the army in
:the Islamic system of government. The verse says

O ’ Prophet! strive hard against the infidels and the hypocrites, and be harsh with “ 
. ” them, and their abode shall be Hell, and an evil destination it is

This fact should also be noted that Holy Struggle against infidels and hypocrites is the

recompense of these unbelieving people in this world, and their retribution in the

.coming world will be Hell

****
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رِْفکُْلا هَمَِلکَ  اوُلاقَ  دْقََلوَ  اوُلاقَامَ  هِّللاِب  نَوفُِلحْیَ  - 74

هِِلضْفَ نِم  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هُّللا  مُهُانَغْأَ  نْأَ  َّلآإِ  اومُقََن  امَوَ  اوُلانَیَ  مَْل  امَِب  اوُّمهَوَ  مْهِِملاَسْإِ  دَْعَب  اورُفَکَوَ 

اوَّْلوَتَیَ نإِوَ  مْهَُّل  ارًْیخَ  کُیَ  اوُبوُتیَ  نإِفَ 

هِرَخِلاَاوَ ایَْنُّدْلا  یِف  اًمیِلأَ  اًباذَعَ  هُّللا  مُهُْبِّذعَُی 

رٍیصَِنلاوَ ٍّیِلوَ  نِم  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  مْهَُل  امَوَ 

They swear by Allah that they have said nothing, but they certainly have . “ 74

said the word of infidelity and disbelieved after their Islam, and they determined upon

what they

never attained to, and they did not find fault except because Allah and His Messenger

enriched

;them out of His grace. Therefore if they repent, it will be better for them

and if they turn away, Allah will chastise them with a painful chastisement in this world

,and the Hereafter

. ” and they shall not have on the earth any guardian or any helper

Commentary: verse 74

This holy verse includes all the plots that the hypocrites designed and acted against

the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Islam, but most of the commentary books compiled by

the Shi‘ite and the Sunnite commentators have concerned it to the
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plot which is known as the ‘ Laylatul-‘Aqabah’ (the Night of ‘Aqabah) where the

hypocrites waited in ambush in a neck of land in order to cause the murder of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by startling his camel. But their plot was found out and they failed.
:The verse says

They swear by Allah that they have said nothing, but they certainly have said “ 

,the word of infidelity and disbelieved after their Islam

, … ” and they determined upon what they never attained to

It has been cited that when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was speaking for the audience in

Tabūk, a hypocrite, by the name of Hallās, uttered a blasphemous ugly word. One of

the Prophet’s companions (‘Āmir-ibn-Qays) informed that insolence to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). He summoned Hallās, but he denied the matter. ‘Āmir said that he told a lie
and repeated that word. Then, by the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) both of them

went near the pulpit of the mosque and swore. ‘Āmir asked Allah to send down a

verse and to disgrace the hypocrite publicly. This holy verse was revealed containing

:the phrase saying

They swear by Allah that they have said nothing, but they certainly have said the “ 
word of infidelity and disbelieved after their Islam, and they determined upon what

, … ” they never attained to

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān denotes that if the hypocrites repent and

really embrace Islam it is better for them, viz, Allah will forgive them. But if they turn

away and remain in their hypocrisy, they must know that Allah will punish them

severely both in this world and the coming world, and they will not have any friend or

:helper on the earth. The verse continues saying
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and they did not find fault except because Allah and His Messenger enriched them “… 
.out of His grace

,Therefore if they repent

;it will be better for them

and if they turn away, Allah will chastise them with a painful chastisement

in this world and the Hereafter, and they shall not have on the earth any guardian or

. ” any helper

****
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َّنَنوکُنََلوَ َّنقََّدَّصنََل  هِِلضْفَ  نِم  اَناتَاءَ  نِْئَل  هَّللا  دَهَاعَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  - 75

نَیحِِلاَّصْلا نَِم 

نَوضُرِْعُم مْهُوَ  اوَّلوَتَوَ  هِِب  اوُلخَِب  هِِلضْفَ  نِم  مهُاتَاءَ  آَّملَفَ  - 76

نَوُبذِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِبوَ  هُودُعَوَ  امَ  هَّللا  اوفُلَخْأَ  آمَِب  هَُنوْقَْلیَ  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یِف  اًقافَِن  مْهُبَقَعْاَفَ  - 77

بِوُیغُْلا مَُّلاعَ  هَّللا  َّناَوَ  مْهُاوَجَْنوَ  مْهَُّرسِ  مُلَْعیَ  هَّللا  َّناَ  اومُلَْعیَ  مَْلأَ  - 78

And of them are those who have made a covenant with Allah: ‘ If He gives us out . “ 75
,of His grace

 ’. ” we will certainly give alms (zakāt) and we will certainly be of the righteous

But when He gave them out of His Grace, they were . “ 76

. ” niggardly of it and they turned away, swerving aside

So as a consequence He put hypocrisy into their hearts until the day they will . “ 77
,meet Him

because they failed to fulfil unto Allah what they had

. ” promised Him and because of what they used to lie

Do they not know that Allah knows their hidden (thought) and their secret . “ 78
,whisperings

(. and that Allah is the knower of all unseen (things

Commentary: verses 75-78

The first verse of the abovementioned group of verses is about some of the

hypocrites who made a covenant with Allah and then they broke it. It has also been

said that the verse has
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been revealed concerning ‘ Tha‘labat-ibn Hātab ’ who was a poor man. He asked the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he would pray for him in this regard. He said if the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) prayed and he became rich, he would remit considerably in the way of Allah,
and he would become one of the benevolent persons. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) prayed

for him and he became rich enough, but he stinted. He also did not participated in

.‘Friday Prayer ’, and thereupon he made his hypocrisy manifest

Whatever the sign of the revelation of the verse might be, however, it is about some

persons who have always existed and are existed in the societies. When such people

have not wealth and facilities, they may make covenant with Allah that if Allah

bestowed upon them properties and they became rich they would pay in charity in His

way and would become righteous and of the good servants of Allah. But they often do

not do like that when He causes them to be wealthy. They scant and usually avoid

:doing good things. The verse says

And of them are those who have made a covenant with Allah: ‘ If He gives us out of “ 
,His grace

 ’. ” we will certainly give alms (zakāt) and we will certainly be of the righteous

****

An important matter, regarding this subject mentioned in the second verse, is that

this breach of covenant and becoming stingy causes hypocrisy to come into existence

in their hearts. When a person behaves like that, he has to clasp to justification of

himself and has to say something through his tongue which he does not believe in his

inward. It is similar to the manner of the hypocrites who, in order to protect

themselves, expressed Islam falsely and said something that they did not believe. The

:verse says
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But when He gave them out of His Grace, they were niggardly of it “ 

. ” and they turned away, swerving aside

****

The one who makes covenant, but he breaches it, or promises something but he fails,
he has somehow the same status of hypocrisy and duplicity. Therefore, in this verse,
the Qur’ān remarks that the appearance of the state of hypocrisy in such persons

originates from where they have breached their promise and have told a lie. The

:verse says

So as a consequence He put hypocrisy into their hearts until the day they will meet “ 
,Him

because they failed to fulfil unto Allah what

they had promised Him

. ” and because of what they used to lie

Thus, according to this verse, breach of promise and falsehood are two signs for

hypocrisy. This meaning is also referred to in a tradition narrated from the holy

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said

There are three signs for a hypocrite: when he speaks he tells a lie; when he “ 
. ” promises he fails; and when he is trusted he proves treacherous

****

:In the next verse, the Qur’ān states about these hypocrites as follows

Do they not know that Allah knows their hidden (thought) and their secret “ 
(. whisperings, and that Allah is the knower of all unseen (things

That is, Allah is aware of all their secrets whether those ones that they tell each other

.as mysteries, and those secrets which they whisper
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مْهُْنِم هُّللا  رَخِسَ  مْهُْنِم  نَورُخَسْیَفَ  مْهُدَهْجُ  َّلاإِ  نَودُجِیَلا  نَیذَِّلاوَ  تِاقَدََّصْلا  یِف  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  نَیعِِّوَّطمُْلا  نَوزُمِْلیَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 79

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ 

هًَّرمَ نَیعِْبسَ  مْهَُل  رْفِْغتَسْتَ  نإِ  مْهَُل  رْفِْغتَسْتَلا  وْأَ  مْهَُل  رْفِْغتَسْا  - 80

هِِلوسُرَوَ هِّللاِب  اورُفَکَ  مْهَُّناَِب  کَِلذَ  مْهَُل  هُّللا  رَفِْغیَ  نلَفَ 

نَیقِسِافَْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَلا  هُّللاوَ 

,Those who find fault with the voluntary givers of alms from among the believers . “ 79

and those who find nothing (to give) but (to the

,extent of) their endeavour

and they scoff at them, Allah will scoff at them, and for them shall be a painful

. ” chastisement

;Whether you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them . “ 80

,if you ask forgiveness for them seventy times

Allah will not forgive them; this is because

they disbelieved in Allah and His

. ” Messenger; and Allah does not guide the ungodly people

Commentary: verses 79-80

In view of the fact that the foundation of the behaviour of the hypocrites was

opposing the Muslims and finding fault with them, they often cavilled at the Muslims’
affairs and mocked them. Among them was that some of the rich
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Muslims remitted their wealth in the way of Allah more than the amount which they

were enjoined upon. Those rich believers did it eagerly and at pleasure in order that

Islam could glitter more and more. Their main aim was that they might obtain some

.divine spiritual rewards

There were also some Muslims who did not possess plenty of properties, but with

difficultly they provided some money and spent it. These two parties of the Muslims

.were mocked and were found fault by the hypocrites

The hypocrites smiled scornly at them meaning why those Muslims lost their own

wealth. The hypocrites did not believe in the Divine rewards of Hereafter. They

imagined that remitting wealth to others was as squandering it, and it was a kind of

.folly

:The Qur’ān refers to this ignorantly manner of the hypocrites and says

Those who find fault with the voluntary givers of alms from among the believers, “ 
,and those who find nothing (to give) but (to the extent of) their endeavour

,and they scoff at them

Allah will scoff at them, and for them shall be

. ” a painful chastisement

The Qur’ānic phrase which says: “ Allah will scoff at them ” means that Allah will give

them the retribution of their scoffing, and, in the Hereafter, He will arrange a situation

wherein these hypocrites will be mocked by the Muslims. At that circumstance, the

.believers will scoff at them and laugh at them

****

The number ‘ seventy ’ here is a code for multiplication and it is not the statement of a
definite calculation. In other
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words, it indicates whatever more you seek forgiveness for them, it will be

uneffective. So, it does not mean that if you seek forgiveness seventy one times, for

.example, they will be forgiven

Some Islamic literature indicates that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this regard has

said: “ If I knew seeking forgiveness more than seventy times could save them, I

(would seek forgiveness.” (1

Man may reach a point in aberration where nothing can save him; like a patient whom

:no physician is able to help when the soul separates from him. The verse says

;Whether you ask forgiveness for them or do not ask forgiveness for them “ 

,if you ask forgiveness for them seventy times

Allah will not forgive them; this is because

they disbelieved in Allah and His

. ” Messenger; and Allah does not guide the ungodly people

****

p: 480

Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the commentary 1 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3808 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_480_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 11: Connections Served with the Hypocrites

Point

All spiritual and temporal connections with the hypocrites cut off – Their crafty plans

 – and lame excuses

.The Believers praised and promised Allah’s reward

اوهُرِکَوَ هِّللا  لِوسُرَ  فَلاَخِ  مْهِدِعَْقمَِب  نَوفَُّلخَ  - مُْلا حَرِفَ  - 81

ِّرحَْلا یِف  اورُفِْنتَلا  اوُلاقَوَ  هِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  مْهِسِفُْنأَوَ  مْهِِلاوَْماَِب  اودُهِاجَُی  نأَ 

نَوهُقَْفیَ اوُناکَ  وَْل  اًرّحَ  ُّدشَأَ  مََّنهَجَ  رُاَن  لُْق 

Those who were left behind were glad on account of their sitting behind . “ 81

against (the command of) the Messenger of Allah, and were averse from

striving with their possessions and their selves in the way of Allah, and said: ‘Do not go

:forth in the heat ’. Say

,The Fire of Hell is much severe in heat ‘ 

 ’. ” if only they could understand

Commentary: verse 81

The hypocrites were happy that they had not participated in the Holy Struggle,
because they did not like to strive in the way of Allah by their properties and their

lives. They not only did not participate themselves in the Holy Struggle but
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:also prevented some others to take part in it. The verse in this regard says

Those who were left behind were glad on account of their sitting behind against (the “ 
,command of) the Messenger of Allah

and were averse from striving with their possessions and their selves in the way of

, … ” Allah

The Battle of Tabūk happened in a season when the weather was very hot and

blazing then the hypocrites prohibited people not to go forth in that hot weather.
Therefore, Allah answers them that the Fire of Hell is more blazing if they understand.

:The verse continues saying

:and said: ‘ Do not go forth in the heat ’. Say “ …

. ” The Fire of Hell is much severe in heat, if only they could understand ‘ 

That is, they were afraid of the heat of the weather while the blazing Fire of Hell is

.waiting for them

****

p: 482

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3810 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  ءًآزَجَ  اًریِثکَ  اوکُْبیَْلوَ  لاًیِلقَ  اوکُحَضْیَْلفَ  - 82

Therefore they shall laugh a little and weep much (as) a recompense for what . “ 82
. ” they used to earn

Commentary: verse 82

If the hypocrites knew what kind of rewards they have lost and how great

opportunities and bounties they have rejected because of abandonment of the

participation in the Holy Struggle, they should make merry little and weep very much.
Yet, comparing the long time weepings in the Hereafter, that they will have before

.them, the weeping during their life-time is naught

:The verse says

Therefore they shall laugh a little and weep much (as) a recompense for what they “ 
. ” used to earn

****
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جِورُخُْلِل كَوُنذَأْتَسْافَ  مْهُْنِم  هٍفَِئآطَ  یَلإِ  هُّللا  کَعَجَرَ  نإِف  - 83

اًوّدُعَ یَعِمَ  اوُلِتاقَُت  نَلوَ  اًدَبأَ  یَعِمَ  اوجُرُخْتَ  نَل  لقُفَ 

نَیفِِلاخَْلا عَمَ  اودُعُْقافَ  هٍَّرمَ  لََّوأَ  دِوعُقُْلاِب  مُْتیضِرَ  مکَُّنِا 

So if Allah brings you back to a party of them and they ask your permission to go . “ 83
:forth, say

You shall never go forth with me and you shall ‘ 

,never fight an enemy with me; surely you were pleased to sit (idle) the first time

 ’. ” then sit (now also idle) with those who stay behind

Commentary: verse 83

Whoever repents sincerely and truthfully, it will be accepted by Allah, but the

.hypocrites asked permission to go to fight hypocritically and affectedly

The Qur’ānic term /xālif/means both ‘ the one who violates going fight’, and ‘ an

 ’. antagonist

Do not trust upon the hypocrites’ request for attending in the Holy Struggle. The verse

:says

So if Allah brings you back to a party of them and they ask your permission to go “ 
: … ” forth, say

And do fear from those who escaped from going to fight yesterday but they are

:candidates to attend in the battle-field today. The verse continues saying

; … ” You shall never go forth with me and you shall never fight an enemy with me “ …‘ 

Therefore, hypocrites must be despised and deserted. The holy verse concludes as

:follows
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surely you were pleased to sit (idle) the first time, then sit (now also idle) with those “ …

. ” who stay behind

****
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نَوقُسِافَ مْهُوَ  اوُتامَوَ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هِّللاِب  اورُفَکَ  مْهَُّنإِ  هِرِْبقَ  یلَعَ  مْقُتَلاوَ  اًدَبأَ  تَامَ  مهُْنِم  دٍحَأَ  یلَعَ  ِّلصَُت  لاوَ  - 84

.And never pray over any one of them who dies, nor stand by his grave . “ 84

,They indeed disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger

. ” and died while they were ungodly

Commentary: verse 84

The way of the Prophet’s life (p.b.u.h.) was so that he used to attend in the funeral and

burial ceremonies of Muslims’ deads. He prayed for them and established funeral

prayer over their corpses. But Allah has prohibited His Messenger to attend in the

:ceremonies of the dead bodies of the hypocrites. The verse says

And never pray over any one of them who dies, nor stand by his grave. They indeed “ 
. ” disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger, and died while they were ungodly

Thus, the dead body of a hypocrite is also despised when Muslims ought not to attend

their funerals nor stand by their graves. Establishing funeral prayer and visitation of

tombs is as a sign of a reverence and an esteem to the body of a Muslim believer; and

:since a hypocrite deserves no reverence, then the verse says

; … ” never pray over any one of them who dies, nor stand by his grave “ … 

****
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اهَِب مهَُبِّذعَُی  نأَ  هُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  مْهُدُلاَوْأَوَ  مْهُُلاوَْمأَ  کَْبجِْعُت  لاَوَ  - 85

نَورُِفاکَ مْهُوَ  مْهُسُفُْنأَ  قَهَزْتَوَ  ایَْنُّدْلا  یِف 

;And let not their possessions and their children astonish you . “ 85

verily Allah only desires thereby to chastise them in this world, and that their souls

. ” depart while they are infidels

Commentary: verse 85

A similar statement to this verse, with a little difference in recitation, was referred to

.in holy verse No.55 of the current Sura

However, sometimes it happens that, instead of welfare and happiness, wealth and

children are the cause of affliction and chastisement for a group of people. That is

:why the verse says

;And let not their possessions and their children astonish you “ 

verily Allah only desires thereby to chastise them in this world, and that their souls

. ” depart while they are infidels

****
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نَیدِعِاقَْلا عَمَ  نکَُن  اَنرْذَ  اوُلاقَوَ  مْهُْنِم  لِوَّْطلا  اوُلوُا  کََنذَأْتَسْا  هِِلوسُرَ  عَمَ  اودُهِاجَوَ  هِّللاِب  اوُنِماءَ  نْأَ  هٌرَوسُ  تَْلزِْنُا  آذَإِو  - 86

And whenever a sura is sent down, saying ‘ Believe in Allah and strive hard . “ 86

along with His Messenger ’, those with abundant means among them ask leave of

:you, and they say

. ” Let us be with those who sit back ‘ 

Commentary: verse 86

Sometimes it happened that a Sura or a verse of the Qur’ān concerning the believers

was revealed and invited them to be firm in Faith and to strive in the way of Allah

beside the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Such revelations caused the believers to become

spiritually encouraged, firm, and steadfast; but those Divine revelations caused the

hypocrites to become inconvenient and despondent. So, they (the hypocrites)
sometimes came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and uttered some materials which clearly

.indicated their hypocrisy

This verse denotes that when a sura was revealed wherein people were enjoined to

belief in Allah and Holy Struggle beside the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), some of the rich

hypocrites came to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and asked permission not to

participate in the Holy Struggle. They said that they might be allowed to stay at home

with those who could stay at home, and not to take part in the Holy Struggle. The

:verse says

And whenever a sura is sent down, saying ‘ Believe in Allah and strive hard along “ 
 ’, with His Messenger

those with abundant means among them ask leave of you, and they say: ‘ Let us be

. ” with those who sit back
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مْهُفَ مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  عَِبطُوَ  فِِلاوَخَْلا  عَمَ  اوُنوکُیَ  ناَِب  اوضُرَ  - 87

نَوهُقَْفیَلا

They were content that they should be with those who stay behind, and a seal . “ 87
,has been set upon their hearts

. ” so they do not understand

Commentary: verse 87

The matter discussed in the previous verse is continued in this verse, saying that the

hypocrites became happy to stay with those who stay behind and, like women,
.children, and patients, who do not take part in Holy Struggle, and to remain at home

It is clear that he who has no Faith in Allah will certainly refuse to go to fight in His

way, because he does not believe in the excellent rewards that Allah has promised for

the godly strivers. Therefore, a hypocrite considers that participation in such a war is
.a fall into danger and it is a kind of self murder

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds that the hearts of the hypocrites are

sealed. Therefore, they do not conceive the Truth, for there have been drawn a

curtain before their eyes and ears. It is their infidelity that has caused them to be

.incapable to understand the facts

:The verse says

They were content that they should be with those who stay behind, and a seal has “ 
,been set upon their hearts

. ” so they do not understand

****
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نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  تُارَْیخَْلا  مُهَُل  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَوَ  مْهِِلاوَْماَِب  اودُهَاجَ  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  لُوسَُّرْلا  نِکِل  - 88

But the Messenger, and those who believe with him, strive hard with their . “ 88
possessions and their selves, and these it is who shall have good things and these it is

. ” who shall be successful

Commentary: verse 88

In the verse before this verse, the Qur’ān denoted that the hypocrites usually refuse

to participate in Holy Struggle in the way of Allah and they like to stay at home at the

time of war like women, little children, and sick persons. Now, in this verse, those

persons are referred to whose manner is just opposite to that of the hypocrites. They

consist in the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the believers who are ever ready to participate in
.Holy Struggle with all their possibilities

:The verse says

But the Messenger, and those who believe with him, strive hard with their “ 
possessions and their selves, and these it is who shall have good things and these it is

. ” who shall be successful

This ending part of the verse means that Allah will give them some good rewards, and

they will reach to the happiness of both this world and the Hereafter. In this world,
they gain happiness by overcoming the enemies and strengthening the foundation of

their own society toward ever-increasing progression. And in the Hereafter, they will

.be rewarded by being enjoyed of the Divine bounties
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اهَیِف نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٍاَّنجَ  مْهَُل  هُّللا  َّدعَأَ  - 89

مُیظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  کَِلذَ 

Allah has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow wherein shall . “ 89
. ” they abide forever. That is the great success

Commentary: verse 89

In this verse, the statement is upon the great rewards that Allah will bestow on the

believers. It remarks that, for such believers who strive in the way of Allah with their

wealth and selves, Allah has prepared gardens that rivers flow under their trees and,
more important than that is that, they will eternally abide therein. Then the Qur’ān

:adds that this circumstance is that very great success. The verse says

Allah has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they “ 
. ” abide forever. That is the great success

There are also some more rewards promised for the strivers which have been

mentioned in some other verses of the Qur’ān. One of them is that Allah guides those

who strive in His way unto His ways. That is, He will bestow on them a sort of

recognition that they can be informed of the facts of the world of existence and enjoy

the special and particular guidance of Allah, so that they may not be involved with

:misunderstanding. Sura ‘Ankabūt, No.29, verse 69 says

And (as for) those who strive hard for Us, We will most certainly guide them in Our “ 
; … ” ways

****
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Section 12: The Deserters

Point

The false excuses given by the hypocrites who deserted the Muslims at the time of

.the trial (of Tabūk) – Those who were to be excused

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهُْنِم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  بُیصُِیسَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  اوُبذَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  دَعَقَوَ  مْهَُل  نَذَؤُْیِل  بِارَعْلاَا  نَِم  نَورُِّذعَمُْلا  ءَآجَوَ  - 90

And the dwellers of the desert came with their excuses, that permission might be . “ 90
(, given to them (to stay back

and those who lied to Allah and His Messenger sat (at home). Soon a painful

. ” chastisement shall afflict those of them who disbelieved

Commentary: verse 90

Some of those People who did not take part in the Holy Struggle had true excuses for

which they obtained leave, while some others did not participated in the Holy Struggle

without having any exemption, and the abovementioned chastisement is for the

.second group

The term /’a‘rāb/, mentioned here, has been applied for some Bedouins who lived in
.deserts and were far from the city civilization

However, Holy Struggle is something concerned to Islamic government and it is not a
personal affair. That is why both
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attending in it and leaving it should be done with the permission of the leader of the

:Muslims. The verse says

,And the dwellers of the desert came with their excuses “ 

(… ” that permission might be given to them, (to stay back

By the way, those who are heedless to the obligatory rule of Holy Struggle and try to

escape from it, are liars in their belief. They must know that the seekers of exemption,
who try to run away from performing their duty, will be punished and a painful

:chastisement is waiting for them. The verse continues saying

and those who lied to Allah and His Messenger sat (at home). Soon a painful “ …

. ” chastisement shall afflict those of them who disbelieved

****
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نِم نَیِنسِحْ  - مُْلاَ یلَعَ  امَ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هِّلِل  اوحُصََن  اذَإِ  جٌرَحَ  نَوقُفِْنُیامَ  نَودُجِیَلا  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  لاوَ  یضَرْمَْلا  یلَعَ  لاوَ  ءِآفَعَُّضلا  یلَعَ  سَْیَل  - 91
مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هُّللاوَ  لٍیِبسَ 

,There is no fault in the weak and the sick and those who find nothing to spend . “ 91

.so long as they are true to Allah and to His Messenger

. ” There is no way (to blame) against the good-doers and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 91

A blind old man came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said: “ I have nobody to take my

hand and to lead me to the battle-field. I am old and feable. Is my excuse accepted? ”
The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) kept silence for a while until the abovementioned verse was

.revealed

In these recent couple of verses, and the following one, in order to make clear the

situation of all groups from the point of being exempted or not in regard to

participation in Holy Struggle, there have been defined some proper degrees. At first,
:it says

, … ” There is no fault in the weak and the sick and those who find nothing to spend “ 

These three groups are excused in any law, and intellect and logic also prove their

being exempted. It is certain that in no instance Islamic laws are separate from

.intellect and logic
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After that, the Qur’ān has stated an important condition for the commandment of

their being excused. It implies that this is in the condition that they refrain no sincere

.benediction unto Allah and His Messenger

. …” so long as they are true to Allah and to His Messenger “ …

They should encourage the strivers through their own words and behaviour toward

Holy Struggle, and to weaken the enemies’ spirit so that they prepare the elementary

.factors of their failure

Later, in order to state the reason of this subject, it says that such people are some

benevolent men, and there is no way for blaming, scorning, punishing and taking to

:task the good-doers. The verse says

 …” There is no way (to blame) against the good-doers “ …

At the end of the verse, as another reason for these three groups being exempted,
:the Qur’ān points to Allah’s two great attributes by saying

. ” Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “ …

****
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امَ اودُجـِیَ  َّـلاأَ  اًـنزَحَ  عِْمَّدـلا  نَِم  ضُیفِتَ  مْهُُنُیعْأَوَ  اوَّلوَتَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلمِحْأَ  آمـَ  دُجـِأَ  ـلآ  تَْلُق  مْهُلَمِحْتَِل  كَوْتَأَ  آمـَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  ـلاوَ  - 92
نَوقُفِنُی

Nor (is the task) on those unto whom, when they come unto you to provide them . “ 92
,with mounts

:you said

,’ I do not find means to carry you ‘ 

they turned back and their eyes overflowed with tears of sorrow, for they did not find

. ” that which they should spend

Commentary: verse 92

In this verse, the Qur’ān refers to the fourth group of those who were also exempted

from the Holy Struggle. This group had no means to ride on and to participate in the

Holy Struggle. They went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to obtain it, but he did not have any

mount to give them for carrying them. They had to come back from him while their

eyes were full of tears. This tear was for the sorrow which originated from the lack of

:means to spend it in the way of Allah. The holy verse says

Nor (is the task) on those unto whom, when they come unto you to provide them “ 
:with mounts, you said

,’ I do not find means to carry you ‘ 

they turned back and their eyes overflowed with tears of sorrow, for they did not find

. ” that which they should spend

****
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PART ELEVEN

مْهِِبوُلُق یلَعَ  هُّللا  عَبَطَوَ  فِِلاوَخَْلا  عَمَ  اوُنوکُیَ  ناَِب  اوضُرَ  ءُآیَِنغْأَ  مْهُوَ  کََنوُنذِأْتَسْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  لُیِبَّسلا  امََّنإِ  - 93

نَومُلَْعیَلا مْهُفَ 

Verily the way (to blame) is only against those who . “ 93

ask you permission (to stay behind) while they are rich. They are content to be with

those who stay back, and Allah has set a seal on their hearts, thus they do not know

(. ” (what they have missed

Commentary: verse 93

In this verse, the Qur’ān explains the fifth group, i.e. those who have never been

excused with Allah, and will not be excused in the future either. It implies that the way

of blame and punishment is open only to those who ask you permission not to

participate in the Holy Struggle while they are rich and are in welfare. They possess

:enough possibilities and necessary means for this affair. The verse says

Verily the way (to blame) is only against those who ask you permission (to stay “ 
. …” behind) while they are rich

Then it adds that this disgrace is enough for them that they contented to stay back in
Medina with the persons who were feeble, sick, and handicapped and to be deprived

:from the honour of participation in the battle-field. It says

, …” They are content to be with those who stay back “…
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And also this retribution is enough for them that, because of their own ugly deeds,
Allah has ceased them from the ability of contemplation and comprehension by

sealing their hearts. Therefore, they do not know what kind of excellent ranks they

:have lost. The verse continues saying

and Allah has set a seal on their hearts, thus they do not know (what they have “ …

(. ” missed

The strong and exalted spirits of the strivers of Islam are vividly made clear from this

verse. It illustrates how they preferred and preceded the honour of attending in the

.battlefield and the honour of martyrdom to any other honours

This very fact makes manifest one of the important factors of the rapid expansion of

.Islam at that time and our retardation in this age

****
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نَوُّدرَُت َّمُث  هُُلوسُرَوَ  مْکُلَمَعَ  هُّللا  يرَیَسَوَ  مْکُرِابَخْأَ  نِْم  هُّللا  اَناََّبَن  دْقَ  مْکَُل  نَِمؤُْن  نَل  اورُذِتَْعتَلا  لُْق  مْهِْیَلإِ  مُْتْعجَرَ  اذَإِ  مْکُْیَلإِ  نَورُذِتَْعیَ  - 94
نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب  مْکُُئِّبنَُیفَ  هِدَاهََّشلاوَ  بِْیغَْلا  مِِلاعَ  یَلإِ 

.They will offer you excuses when you return to them . “ 94

.Say: ‘ Do not make excuses. We will never believe you

.Allah has informed us of tidings about you

,And , Allah and His Messenger will see your work

then you will be returned to the Knower of the Unseen and the visible, and He will

inform you of what

 ’. ” you used to do

Commentary: verse 94

The hypocrites, who, at any rate, did not participate in the Battle of Tabūk,
ceaselessly brought excuses and pretexts to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). This

verse, rejecting their seeking for excuses, indicates that when the Muslims would

return from the war, the hypocrites would come to them and bring some excuses. The

Muslims should say to them not to make not to excuse, since they would not believe

:them and Allah had informed them of their circumstance. The verse says

.They will offer you excuses when you return to them “ 

Say: ‘ Do not make excuses. We will never believe you. Allah has informed us of tidings

. …” about you

This meaning is a hint to the fact that, by means of the verses of the Qur’ān and

revelation, Allah (s.w.t.) discovered
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the plots and secrets of the hypocrites and He informed His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) of

their actions, so that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) knew that those excuses were made only

to confuse the matter. They did not have a proper and safe belief in Allah and the

.religion. And their absence in the Holy Struggle was for the same reason

:Then, in the continuation of the verse, the Qur’ān says

And , Allah and His Messenger will see your work, then you will be returned to the “ …

 ’. Knower of the Unseen and the visible, and He will inform you of what you used to do

”

That moment of the return to the Knower, which is mentioned in the verse, is the time

of death, when the curtains will be utterly removed and human beings will understand

.the facts

****
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نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  ءًآزَجَ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوَأْمَوَ  سٌجْرِ  مْهَُّنإِ  مْهُْنعَ  اوضُرِعْاَفَ  مْهُْنعَ  اوضُرِْعُتِل  مْهِْیَلإِ  مُْتْبلَقَنا  اذَإِ  مْکَُل  هِّللاِب  نَوفُِلحْیَسَ  - 95

They will swear to you by Allah, when you turn back unto them that you renounce . “ 95
them (their sin). So renounce them, for they are indeed filth and their abode is Hell, a

. ” recompense for what they used to earn

Commentary: verse 95

After the occurrence of the Battle of Tabūk, when the Muslims returned to Medina,
those hypocrites who had not participated in that Battle, in order to justify their

action, came to them swearing that they had plausible excuse. This oath was for that

.the Muslims might not blame them

The Qur’ān informs the Muslims in this verse that when they return from the Holy

Struggle, the hypocrites come to them and swear by Allah to justify their deed in order

that the Muslims renounce them their sin and do not blame them. But Muslims are

commanded to turn away from them, i.e. as a protest to their ugly work, they must

avoid speaking with them. Then the Qur’ān states its reason such that, as a result of

.their own action, their abode is Hell

However, renouncement is often fulfilled either upon nobility and connivance, or upon

wrath and heedlessness. In this verse, it has been used in both senses. The hypocrites

asked for remittal and pardoning their fault, and Allah had commanded the Muslims to

.have a wrathful renouncement unto them
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When the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) returned from the Battle of Tabūk, he told the

Muslims not to associate with the hypocrites who abandoned going to the Battle.
(Books of Commentary by Imam Fakhr-i-Rāzi, Marāqi, Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Al-Minār, Fi-

(Zilāl, Atyab-ul-Bayān, Al- Muharrir- ul-Wajiz

But some commentators have said that renouncement is based on remittal and

pardoning, without blaming them or scorning them. It should be done in a manner

that you do not attest them in what they bring excuse, but by silence and negation

you do reject them, because they are filthy and it appropriates that you do not

approach them. So, their abode is Hell for what they have done. (Tafsir-i-Qarā’ib-ul-
(Qur’ān, As-Sāfi̅, Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi‘, Al-Mi̅zān, and Manhaj-us-Sādiqi̅n

****
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نَیقِسِافَْلا مِوْقَْلا  نِعَ  یضَرْیَلا  هَّللا  َّنإِف  مْهُْنعَ  اوْضَرْتَ  نإِف  مْهُْنعَ  اوْضَرْتَِل  مْکَُل  نَوفُِلحْیَ  - 96

They swear to you that you may be pleased with them. But even if you are . “ 96
,pleased with them

. ” yet surely Allah will not be pleased with the transgressing people

Commentary: verse 96

In this verse, the Qur’ān continues the subject matter of the previous verse. It says

that the hypocrites swear so that the Muslims may be pleased with them. But they

must be aware that even if they are pleased with them, Allah will not be pleased with

:the mischievous ones. The verse says

They swear to you that you may be pleased with them. But even if you are pleased “ 
. ” with them, yet surely Allah will not be pleased with the transgressing people

This statement means that even when you become pleased with such hypocrites, it
.does not benefit them in their state, because Allah is not pleased with them

However, this meaning is a warning, indicating that when Allah is not pleased with a
person, a believer should not be pleased with him either, and he must cease his

.communication with him

****
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مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ  هِِلوسُرَ  یلَعَ  هُّللا  لَزَْنأَ  آمَ  دَودُحُ  اومُلَْعیَ  َّلاأَ  رُدَجْأَوَ  اًقافَِنوَ  اًرْفکُ  ُّدشَأَ  بُارَعْلاَا  - 97

The Bedouins are more hard in disbelief and hypocrisy, and more apt not to know . “ 97
the limits of what Allah has sent down to His Messenger, and Allah is All-Knowing, All-

. ” Wise

Commentary: verse 97

This verse attracts the believers’ attention to this matter that the hypocrites of the

Bedouins, who lived in deserts and outside of Medina, were more intense than the

hypocrites of the citizens settled inside Medina, from the point of disbelief and

hypocrisy. They were also in a lower standard from the point of understanding and

perceiving the ordinances and the limits of Allah which had been revealed to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.). That was why they opposed more to embrace Islam. The verse

:says

The Bedouins are more hard in disbelief and hypocrisy, and more apt not to know “ 
, …” the limits of what Allah has sent down to His Messenger

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds that ‘ Allah is All-Knowing ’, viz., He is
aware of the reality of the state of everyone; and He is ‘All-Wise’, viz., the revelations

:He sends down are all formed upon wisdom and cognizance. It says

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “ …

****
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مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ  هُّللاوَ  ءِوَّْسلا  هُرَِئآدَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  رَِئآوََّدلا  مُکُِب  صَُّبرَتَیَوَ  اًمرَْغمَ  قُفِْنُیامَ  ذُخَِّتیَ  نمَ  بِارَعْلاَا  نَِموَ  - 98

And of the Bedouins are those who take what they spend to be a loss, and they . “ 98
wait for calamities against you, on them shall be an evil calamity; and Allah is All-

. ” Hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 98

In this verse, the Qur’ān states that some of the Bedouins consider that what they

spend in charity is as a kind of loss and a damage. They are hypocrites, of course, and

they do not spend believably. They spend for protecting the outward aspect and in the

form of hypocritical acts, so they know it as a loss for themselves. They do not believe

.in the rewards of the Hereafter

, … ” And of the Bedouins are those who take what they spend to be a loss “ 

Moreover, those hypocrites who lived at the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) waited for

arriving some horrible calamities against the Muslims. They awaited the death of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) momentally, or that the Muslims be defeated and scattered so that

they could make their inward aims manifest freely. This fact was proved after the

departure of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) when some parties of those hypocrites

:turned away from Islam and apostatized. The verse continues saying

, … ” and they wait for calamities against you “ …
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The holy verse, after mentioning the expectation of the hypocrites, curses them and

:says

; … ” on them shall be an evil calamity “ … 

:Then it also continues saying

. ” and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing “ …

.That is, Allah hears all their words, and He (s.w.t.) is aware of all their secrets

****
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یِف هُّللا  مُهُُلخِدُْیسَ  مْهَُل  هٌَبرُْق  اهََّنإِ  لآأَ  لِوسَُّرلا  تِاوَلَصَوَ  هِّللا  دَنعِ  تٍاَبرُُق  قُفِنُیامَ  ذُخَِّتیَوَ  رِخِلاَا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْی  نمَ  بِارَعْلاَا  نَِموَ  - 99
مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  هِِتمَحْرَ 

And of the Bedouins are those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and take . “ 99
what they spend to be

.means of) the nearness to Allah and the prayers (blessings) of the Messenger)

Look! Surely they are means of nearness for them. Soon Allah will admit them into His

. ” mercy. Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 99

Opposite to those Bedouins of Arab who were hypocrites, the Qur’ān refers to

another group of the Bedouins who had a true Faith in Allah and the Day of

Resurrection. This reference is for the reason that no one considers that all of the

:Bedouins were always totally hypocrites and disbelievers. The verse says

, … ” And of the Bedouins are those who believe in Allah and the Last Day “ 

As a result of the Faith they had in Allah, this group of Bedouins of Arabs spent their

wealth in charity in the way of Allah. So, whatever they spent in charity they assumed

it as a means of nearness to Allah and, also, an attraction of the prayers of the

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The verse continues saying

(and take what they spend to be (means of “ …
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. … ” the nearness to Allah and the prayers (blessings) of the Messenger

These Bedouins believed that spending properties in the way of Allah caused both the

nearness to Allah and that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would pray for them; since the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to pray for any one of the believers who spent in charity in the

.way of Allah, and therefore, he encouraged him thereby

The behaviour of these faithful Bedouins can be compared with that of the

hypocritical Bedouins. These considered what they spent in charity as a means of

nearness to Allah, while the former group, as was explained in the previous verses,
.considered their charities a kind of loss, since they did not believe in Allah’s rewards

:Therefore, in the continuation of the holy verse, the Qur’ān says

. …” Look! Surely they are means of nearness for them “ …

There is no distance, of course, between Man and the Lord. Then the purpose of this ‘
nearness ’ is ‘ a spiritual nearness ’, and that a faithful person ought to create the

epithets of Allah inside himself. It is in this case that he may be involved in the mercy

and favour of Allah (s.w.t.), and can enjoy His rewards. We see that in this holy very

verse, after confirming that their charities cause the nearness to Him, the Qur’ān

:immediately says

. … ” Soon Allah will admit them into His mercy “ …

And, by this phrase, the Qur’ān states the fruit of the nearness to Allah. So, the verse

:concludes as follows

. ” Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “ …

****
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Chapter 13: The Hypocrites among the Bedouins

Point

the example of the Muhājirs, The Emigrants, and the Ansars, the Supporters –

.Warning against the hypocrites in and about Medina – The mosque built for mischief

يرِجْتَ تٍاَّنجَ  مْهَُل  َّدعـَأَوَ  هُْنعَ  اوضُرَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  هُّللا  یَضـِرَ  نٍاسَحْإِب  مهُوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلاوَ  رِاصَْنلاَاوَ  نَیرِجِاهَمُْلا  نَِم  نَوُلَّوـَلاا  نَوقُِباَّسلاوَ  - 100
اًدََبأَ آهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَتَحْتَ 

میظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  کَِلذَ 

And the foremost, the first of the Emigrants and the Helpers, and those who . “ 100
,followed them in goodness

Allah is well-pleased with them and they are

well-pleased with Him, and He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers

.flow wherein shall they abide forever

. ” That is the great success

Commentary: verse 100

Following the content meaning of the former holy verse which was upon the

circumstances of the disbelievers and hypocrites, this verse refers to the true

.believers of the Muslims, and divides them into three definite groups
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The first group are those who were the foremost and the first in Islam, who . 1
:emigrated. The verse says

 … ” And the foremost, the first of the Emigrants “ 

Those who were first in helping both the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his companions of . 2
.the Emigrants

, … ” and the Helpers “ …

The third group are mentioned those who followed them from the point of.3
goodness, and by their good deeds and embracing Islam, Emigration, and helping the

.Prophet’s religion, they joined them

, … ” and those who followed them in goodness “ …

It is interesting that all the Islamic scholars have unanimously said that the first

person of women who embraced Islam was Khadijah, the faithful and devoted wife of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). And, as for men, all the scholars and commentators of the

Shi‘ites together, and a large number of the Sunnite scholars have confirmed that Ali-
ibn-Abi̅tālib (a.s.) was the first one who accepted the invitation of the Prophet of Islam

((p.b.u.h.) (1

:After mentioning these three groups, the Qur’ān says

, … ” Allah is well-pleased with them and they are well-pleased with Him “ …

The pleasure of Allah from them is for their Faith and the good deeds they have done;

and that they are well-pleased with Allah is for the extraordinary various important

.rewards He has bestowed upon them

This sentence contains all the devine merits, (the material and spiritual merits of body

:and soul) yet, as an emphasis and statement of expansion after epitome, it adds
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 … ” and He has prepared for them gardens beneath which rivers flow “ …

:Among the privileges of this Divine bounty is that it is eternal, as the verse itself says

. … ” wherein shall they abide forever “ …

:This condition is a great triumph for a person. The holy verse continues saying

. ” That is the great success “ … 

What a success can be better than this that man, a mortal, feels that his Lord, the

Exalted, his worshiped, and his Master is well-pleased with him and has accepted the

?whole deeds he has done

****
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نَوُّدرَُی َّمُث  نِْیتََّرمَ  مهُُبِّذعَُنسـَ  مْهُمُلَْعَن  نُحَْن  مْهُمُلَْعتَ  قِافَِّنلا لا  یلَعَ  اودُرَمَ  هِنَیدِمَْلا  لِهْأَ  نِْموَ  نَوقُِفانَُم  بِارَعْلاَا  نَِم  مکَُلوْحَ  نَّْمِموَ  - 101
مٍیظِعَ بٍاذَعَ  یَلإِ 

And among the Bedouins around you there are hypocrites, and from among the . “ 101
people of

Medina (there are also some who) have grown bold in hypocrisy. You do not know

,them

but) We know them. Soon We will punish them twice, then they will be turned back to )
. ” a grievous chastisement

Commentary: verse 101

The Qur’ān turns the discussion again unto the deeds of the hypocrites and their

:mischievous groups. It says

, … ” And among the Bedouins around you there are hypocrites “ 

This phrase means that you should be aware and watch the hypocrites who are

.outside your city and be careful of their dangerous activities

Then, it adds that, in Medina itself, and from among the people of this city, there are

also some persons who have stretched hypocrisy as far as the limit of disobedience,
and they are severely steadfast unto it so that they are experienced in it. The verse

:says

and from among the people of Medina (there are also some who) have grown bold “ …

. … ” in hypocrisy

This meaning, which is seen in the abovementioned verse about the hypocrites of ‘
 ’, inside ’ and those of ‘ outside
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maybe refers to this aspect that the inside hypocrites are more experienced, and

naturally more dangerous, in their job than the outside hypocrites. Therefore, the

Muslims must intensively be careful of them, although they should not neglect the

.outside hypocrites either

:That is why, immediately after that, Allah says

. … ” You do not know them, (but) We know them “ …

This indication, of course, is to the ordinary and common knowledge of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), but there is no contrust that he (p.b.u.h.) becomes utterly aware of their

.secrets through Divine revelation and by His teaching

At the end of the verse, the Qurān announces the grievous punishment of this group

:as follows

Soon We will punish them twice, then they will be turned back to grievous “ …

. … ” chastisement

Twice in punishment is, at first, their disgraces among people, and the other is to give

up their lives with hardship which includes both their spiritual and bodily

.chastisements

****
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مٌیحِرَرٌوفُغَ هَّللا  َّنإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  بَوُتیَ  نأَ  هُّللا  یسَعَ  اًئِّیسَ  رَخَاءَو  اًحِلاصَ  لاًمَعَ  اوطُلَخَ  مْهِِبوُنذُِب  اوُفرَتَعْا  نَورُخَاءَو  - 102

And (there are) othes who have confessed to their sins. They have mixed a . “ 102
righteous deed and an evil one. Maybe Allah will turn (mercifully) to them (and accept

. ” their repentance). Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 102

Several persons from among the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) refrained from

taking part in the Battle of Tabūk, not hypocritically, of course, but for the sake of

loving life. When the concerning critical verses were revealed, they regreted and, as a
sign of repentance, they had fastened themselves on a pillar in the Prophet’s Mosque.
They kept on being in that state until when Allah accepted their repentance and the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) unfastened the ropes from them and they were forgiven.
:The verse says

And (there are) othes who have confessed to their sins. They have mixed a righteous “ 
deed and an evil one. Maybe Allah will turn (mercifully) to them (and accept their

. ” repentance). Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

After that, as gratitude for this matter, they offered all their properties to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), but he took a part of the properties to spend upon the expediencies of the

.Muslims, and returned the rest to them

****
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مٌیِلعَ عٌیمِسَ  هُّللاوَ  مْهَُل  نٌکَسَ  کَتَلاصَ  َّنإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  ِّلصَوَ  اهَِب  مهِیِّکزَُتوَ  مْهُرُِّهطَُت  هًقَدَصَ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَ  نِْم  ذْخُ  - 103

Take alms out of their possessions to cleanse them and purify them thereby, and . “ 103
pray for them, surely your prayers are a comfort for them, and Allah is All-Hearing,

. ” All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 103

This holy verse points to one of the important Islamic ordinances, viz. alms. As a

general rule, it tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to take alms tax from their properties. The

:verse says

 … ” Take alms out of their possessions “ 

The Divine command is a clear evidence for that the chief of the Islamic government

can take ‘ the alms tax ’ from people. It is not in a manner that he must wait until if
.they wish they pay it by themselves, and, otherwise, they do not pay it

Then, the Qur’ān refers to two parts of the psychological, ethical, and social

:philosophy of almsgiving. It says

, … ” to cleanse them and purify them thereby “ …

Almsgiving cleanse them from the bad qualities, purifies them from mammunism and

stinginess, and grows the plant of philanthropy, generosity and attentiveness to

.people’s rights in them

Moreover, by the fulfilment of this divine commandment, you may wipe out the

imputies and mischieves which come into being inside the society because of poverty,
class
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division, and the deprivation of some groups therein. Thus, you may clean the scene

.of the society from these vices

Then, it implies that when they pay alms tax, you do pray for them and send blessing

:unto them. The verse says

, … ” and pray for them “ …

This situation indicates that even for the fulfilment of the obligatory duties, people

should be thanked and admired. They should be specially encouraged mentally and

spiritually. Some Islamic traditions denote that when people brought alms tax to the

presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he used to pray for them by saying: “ O’ Allah! Give

. ” them peace

:Then the Qur’ān adds

, … ” surely your prayers are a comfort for them “ …

It is by the glow of this prayer that the grace and blessing of Allah will be sent down

over their selves and spirits, in a form that they may feel it. So, at the end of the verse,
:the Qur’ān says

. ” and Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing “ …

That is, Allah both hears the prayers of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and is aware of the

.intentions of the givers of alms tax

****
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مُیحَِّرلا بُاَّوَّتلا  وَهُ  هَّللا  َّنأَوَ  تِاقَدََّصْلا  ذُخُأْیَوَ  هِدِابَعِ  نْعَ  هََبوَّتلا  لُبَْقیَ  وَهُ  هَّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَْعیَ  مَْلأَ  - 104

Do they not know that Allah is He Who accepts the repentance from His servants . “ 104
? ” and takes the alms and that Allah is He Who is Oft-Pardoning, Merciful

Commentary: verse 104

In view of the fact that some sinners, like the hypocrites concerning the the Battle of

Tabūk, urged the Prophet (pbuh) to accept their repentance, in this verse the Qur’ān

points to this subject indicating that the acceptance of repentance is not something

:that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) does by himself. The verse says

 … ” Do they not know that Allah is He Who accepts the repentance from His servants “ 

Allah not only accepts the repentances but also takes the alms or the charities which

are given to Allah as the atonement of sins and for nearness to Him. The verse

:continues saying

 … ” and takes the alms “ …

There is no doubt that the takers of alms and charities are either the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
and the immaculate Imams (a.s.), who are the leaders of the Muslims, or the needy

and deserving persons. But, since the hands of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and those of the

true leaders and the hands of deserving persons are counted as the hand of Allah

.(s.w.t), it seems that Allah (s.w.t) takes these alms
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:In a tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), we recite

Verily the alms will reach to the hand of Allah before it reaches to the beggar’s hand. “ 
(” (1

Moreover, in an Islamic tradition, it has been announced that the angels receive all

.the deeds of man, except alms which directly reach to the hand of Allah

:At the end of the verse, as an emphasis, the Qurān says

,and that Allah is He Who is Oft-Pardoning “ …

? ” Merciful

From the content of this holy verse, it is so understood that the forgiveness of the

faults and accepting the repentance is only up to Allah (s.w.t.). Thus, even the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is not rightful to accept repentances, much less are the monks and the

.(. authorities of churches. This rank belongs only to Allah (s.w.t

 … ” Allah is He Who accepts the repentance “ …

****
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نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ هُُلوسُرَوَ  مْکُلَمَعَ  هُّللا  يرَیَسَفَ  اوُلمَعْا  لُِقوَ  - 105

مْکُُئِّبنَُیفَ هِدَاهََّشلاوَ  بِْیغَْلا  مِِلاعَ  یَلإِ  نَوُّدرَُتسَوَ 

نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب 

And say: ‘ Act you ( as you will )! Allah will see your work and (so will) His . “ 105
Messenger and the believers, then soon you will be returned to the Knower of the

Unseen and the visible, and He will inform you

 ’. ” of what you used to do

Commentary: verse 105

This verse announces that Allah, His Messenger and the believers are cognizant of

what we do. It states the very belief of the Shi‘ite in ‘ presenting deeds ’ to the saints

of Allah. This presentation may be performed daily, weekly, or monthly. So, if our

deeds are good, the saints of Allah will be happy with us; and if they are bad, they will

become worried and sad. Belief in this ‘ presentation of deeds ’ is effective in creating

.piety and modesty in us, and contains an extraordinary educative role

:The verse says

And say: ‘ Act you ( as you will )! Allah will see your work and (so will) His Messenger “ 
and the believers, then soon you will be returned to the Knower of the Unseen and the

visible, and He will inform you

 ’. ” of what you used to do

! ” Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “ O people! Do not annoy the Messenger of Allah by your sin
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As some Islamic traditions indicate the objective meaning of /mu’m‘nūn/ (the

believers), mentioned in this verse, is the Immacate Imams whom Allah makes aware

(of our deeds. (1

****
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مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  بُوُتیَ  اَّمإِو  مْهُُبِّذعَُی  اَّمإِ  هِّللا  رِْملأَ  نَوْجَرُْم  نَورُخَاءَو  - 106

And (there are) others expecting Allah’s decree: either He shall chastise them, or . “ 106
(, turn to them (mercifully

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 106

The Qur’ānic term /murjūn/ is derived from /’irjā’/ in the sense of ‘ delay and stop ’, a
:delay which is acompanied with ‘ hope and expectation ’. The verse says

: … ” And (there are) others expecting Allah’s decree “ 

According to the Islamic literature, the verse is concerning to the murderers of

Hadrat-i-Hamzah, or Ja‘far-i-Tayyār, who were remorsed from their actions against

these two. Or it refers to those persons who did not participate in the Battle of Tabūk

.and simply regretted and did not confess it by their tongues

However, Allah is capable to either forgive the sinners or punish them. The verse

:continues saying

(, … ” either He shall chastise them, or turn to them (mercifully “ …

The wrath or grace of Allah is based on knowledge and wisdom, not upon vengeance.
:The verse concludes

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “ …

****
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َّلاإِ آَندْرَأَ  نْإِ  َّنفُِلحْیََلوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هَّللا  بَرَاحَ  نْمَِل  اًداصَرْإِو  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَْیَب  اًقیرِْفتَوَ  اًرْفکُوَ  اًرارَضِ  اًدجِسـْمَ  اوذُخََّتا  نَیذَِّلاوَ  - 107
نَوُبذِاکََل مْهَُّنإِ  دُهَشْیَ  هُّللاوَ  ینَسْحُْلا 

And those who built a mosque to cause harm (to Islam) and for unbelief, and to . “ 107
divide the believers, and (as) an ambush for those who fought Allah and His

Messenger aforetime; and they will surely swear: ‘ We purposed naught save good, ’
. ” but Allah testifies that verily they are liars

Commentary: verse 107

In this verse, the Qur’ān has made manifest one of the great plots of the hypocrites of

:Medina. The event was as follows

Twelve persons from among those hypocrites built a place under the title of ‘ a

mosque ’. They built it with the recommendation of Abū-‘Āmir-Rāhib who was a harsh

enemy of Islam from before. He lived in Syria. In order to make that mosque formal,
the hypocrites went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him to come into that mosque

and pray therein. They said that they had built the mosque for those Muslims who

were weak and could not attend the Prophet’s Mosque or Quba Mosque from some

.far places to pray; so they could pray in that mosque

At that time, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was going to travel for the Battle of Tabūk and had

not time enough to go there. Therefore, he told them to wait until he would come back
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from his jurney and then he might establish prayer in that mosque. When the Prophet

(pbuh.) returned from the Battle of Tabūk, they had made that mosque ready. So,
they came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him to pray in that mosque. It was at the

same time that these very holy verses were sent down and made their plot manifest.
The revelations made it evident that those hypocrites aimed to harm the religion of

Islam under the name of the mosque. That was why the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
sent several of his companions to ruin and burn that mosque. They were Mālik-ibn-
Dikhsham, Mu‘an-ibn-‘Āmir-ibn-Sakn, and Wahshi̅. The command of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) was obeyed, and later the site of that mosque was used as a place of

.rubbishes in that locality

In this verse, the Qur’ān indicates that the hypocrites pursued four aims by building

:that mosque

.To cause harm to Islam and the Muslims.1

To create disbelief in Allah and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) among people, and that the .2
.foundations of infidelity to be strengthened in that mosque

To disperse the Muslims. The Muslims usually attended in one mosque, and there .3
.was a unity among them

To supply a lurking-place for the one who was fighting against Allah and His Prophet, .4
viz. ’Abū-‘Āmir-i-Rāhib.(1) He was a man who became a Christian in the Age of

Ignorance and obtained a high rank there. When the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)
migrated to Medina, as a result of his envy, ’Abū-‘Āmir always applied his hostility

against him (p.b.u.h.), and finally he ran away toward the polytheists of Mecca. He

accompanied them in the Battle of ’Uhud, and, at last, he
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escaped to Syria in order to attract the help of Roman army and to fight against the

.(. Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

The hypocrites of Medina had built that mosque with Abū-‘Āmir’s recommendation

and were waiting for him to come with the Roman troops and to use that mosque as

:his station for invadiny the Muslims. The verse says

And those who built a mosque to cause harm (to Islam) and for unbelief, and to “ 
divide the believers, and (as) an ambush for those who fought Allah and His

; … ” Messenger aforetime

In order to deceive the Muslims, the hypocrites swore that they desired nothing but

good for them, and that their aim was to help and serve the Muslims. But, by narrating

:their saying, the Qur’ān says

and they will surely swear: ‘ We purposed naught save good, ’ but Allah testifies “ …

. ” that verily they are liars

In this way and by sending down these verses, Allah made their great plot manifest,
.and futiled the evil plan of those hypocrites

****
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اورَُّهطَتَیَ نأَ  نَوُّبحُِی  لٌاجَرِ  هِیِف  هِیِف  مَوقُتَ  نأَ  ُّقحَأَ  مٍوْیَ  لَِّوأَ  نِْم  يوَْقَّتلا  یلَعَ  سَِّسُا  دٌجِسْمََل  اًدَبأَ  هِیِف  مْقُتَلاَ  - 108

نَیرِِّهَّطمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هُّللاوَ 

Never do stand therein (to pray). Certainly a mosque founded on piety from the . “ 108
first day is worthier that you stand in it (for prayer). Therein are men who love to

. ” purify themselves, and Allah loves the purified ones

Commentary: verse 108

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded in this holy verse not to stand in that mosque at

:all, i.e. he should not establish prayer there. The holy verse says

(. … ” Never do stand therein (to pray “ 

Then the Qur’ān compares this mosque with the Prophet’s Mosque or Qubā Mosque,
:and says

Certainly a mosque founded on piety from the first day is worthier that you stand “ …

(. … ” in it (for prayer

The objective meaning of this mosque was either Qubā Mosque, or the Prophet’s
Mosque, or any mosque which had been founded on the basis of piety and belief in

Allah (s.w.t.); and the purpose of the phrase ‘ the first day ’ was that, from the first

.day, the aim of its founders had been Allah

The Qur’ān adds that, in this mosque, which has been established on the basis of

piety, there are some men who desire to purify themselves, and Allah likes the

purified ones. The purpose of this purification is a spiritual purification
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which has been rendered into being far from sins and being studious in doing divine

.obligations. It also envelops the purification of both clothes and body

:The verse continues saying

. ” Therein are men who love to purify themselves, and Allah loves the purified ones “ …

****
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مََّنهَجَ رِاَن  یِف  هِِب  رَاهَْنافَ  رٍاهَ  فٍرُجُ  افَشَ  یلَعَ  هَُنایَْنُب  سََّسأَ  نْمَ  مأَ  رٌْیخَ  نٍاوَضْرِوَ  هِّللا  نَِم  يوَْقتَ  یلَعَ  هَُنایَْنُب  سََّسأَ  نْمَفَأَ  - 109

نَیمِِلاَّظلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَلا  هُّللاوَ 

Is he, therefore, better who has laid his foundation on fear of Allah and (His) . “ 109
good pleasure, or he who has laid his foundation on the brink of a crumbling hollowed

bank that tumbles with him into the Fire of Hell? And Allah does not guide the unjust

. ” people

Commentary: verse 109

After explaining the story of the mosque of dissension, the Qur’ān compares between

those two groups: a group who built Qubā Mosque and the Prophet’s Mosque, and the

group who built the mosque of dissension. The foundation of the work of the first

group was on piety and the pleasure of Allah, while the result of the work of the

.second group was blazing Fire and falling into Hell

The basis of the work of the first group is piety and obtaining the pleasure of Allah,
and they have no other aim from it. Are these people better or the second group

whose basis of work is upon the brink of a crumbling hollowed bank? They will fall into

the Fire of Hell by the building they have built. In other words, the building, which they

have established, is at the edge of the precipice of the Fire of Hell which will suddenly

.ruins into it
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:The verse says

Is he, therefore, better who has laid his foundation on fear of Allah and (His) good “ 
pleasure, or he who has laid his foundation on the brink of a crumbling hollowed bank

.that tumbles with him into the Fire of Hell? And Allah does not guide the unjust people

”

****
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مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هُّللاوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  عََّطقَتَ  نأَ  َّلآإِ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یِف  هًبَیرِ  اوْنََب  يذَِّلا  مُهُُنایَْنُب  لُازَیَ  لا  - 110

The building which they built will not cease to be (a source of) disquiet in their . “ 110
. ” hearts unless their hearts be cut into pieces, and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise

Commentary: verse 110

By this holy verse, the Qur’ān implies that the building which the hypocrites have built

is always a source of suspicion in their hearts. This suspicion is with them until their

hearts be cut into pieces, viz. when they die. The purpose is that the instruction of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that the mosque of dissension to be ruined has increased in the

hatred of their hearts. This hatred or rancoure and disquiet towards the ordinances of

Islam will be with them until the time they die and their hearts be cut into pieces. This

meaning denotes that they will never believe in the Truth and will die with the same

.state of hypocrisy and disbelief

:The verse says

The building which they built will not cease to be (a source of) disquiet in their hearts “ 

, … ” unless their hearts be cut into pieces

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān mentions two attributes of Allah. They are:
All-Knowing, All-Wise, which means Allah is aware of their status and the command

He has ordained about the mosque of dissension has been done wisely. The verse

:says

. ” and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “ …
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Section 14: The True Believers

Point

Identification of the True Believers and their qualities – Prayer for forgiveness for

.disbelievers prohibited – Those who did not join the Expedition of Tabūk

یِف اًقـّحَ  هِْیلَعَ  اًدـعْوَ  نَوُلتَْقُیوَ  نَوُلُتْقیَفَ  هِّللا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُی  هََّنجَْلا  مُهَُل  َّناَِـب  مهَُلاوَْمأَوَ  مْهُسـَفُْنأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمـُْلا  نَِم  يرَتَشـْا  هَّللا  َّنإِ  - 111
مُیظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  وَهُ  کَِلذَوَ  هِِب  مُتْعیَاَب  يذَِّلا  مُکُعِْیبَِب  اورُشِْبتَسْافَ  هِّللا  نَِم  هِدِهْعَِب  یفَوْأَ  نْمَوَ  نِاءرْقُْلاوَ  لِیجِْنلإِاوَ  هِارَوَّْتلا 

Verily Allah has bought from the believers their souls and their Properties for . “ 111
Paradise to be theirs: they fight in the way of Allah, so they slay and they are slain,
(this is) a promise binding on Him in the Turah, and the Evangel and the Qur’ān. And

who is more faithful to his promise than Allah? Rejoice then in your bargain that you

. ” have made; and that is the great success

Commentary: verse 111

In many occurrences of the Qur’ān, whenever it says something concerning the

infidels, or polytheists, or hypocrites, immediately next to that, it refers to the

.believers in order that a comparison between these two groups be performed
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Here, after delivering some explanations about the hypocrites and their evil

.conspiracies, the Qur’ān refers to the believers and their specialties

In this verse, by applying a delicate similie, the Qur’ān points to the intensive love of

the believers to Holy Struggle in the way of Allah. It similizes their deed to a

transaction and a bargain. Usually, there are four essential elements in every bargain.
These four factors are: seller, customer, the ware to be transactioned, and price. In

this splendid spiritual transaction, the seller is a believer, the customer is Allah, the

ware to be transactioned is the soul and the wealth of the believers, and its price is
.the etetrnal Paradise

These believers fight in the way of Allah where they slay and are slain. Whether they

defeat the enemy or they suffer martyrdom, both are counted felicity for them, and

:both of them are sought by a belirver. The verse says

Verily Allah has bought from the believers their souls and their properties for “ 
, … ” Paradise to be theirs: they fight in the way of Allah, so they slay and they are slain

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition says that there is no price for your bodies save Pradise.
Then you should not sell your selves for less than Paradise. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the

(Commentary

:Next to that, the Qur’ān introduces the document of this transaction, where it says

. … ” this is) a promise binding on Him in the Turah, and the Evangel and the Qur’ān “ …)

In all these Heavenly Books, believers have been promised Paradise, and the texts of

(these Divine Books are counted as a document for the believers in this bargain.(1
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:Then, as a further emphasis, the Qur’ān asks

? … ” And who is more faithful to his promise than Allah “ …

Therefore, regarding that you have transactioned the best bargain and with the most

faithful One, Who is Allah, you must be very happy with this transaction, and this is the

:great felicity. The verse says

;Rejoice then in your bargain that you have made “ …

. ” and that is the great success

****
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هِّللا دِودُحُِل  نَوظُِفاحَْلاوَ  رِکَْنمُْلا  نِعَ  نَوهُاَّنلاوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  نَورُِملأَا  نَودُجِاَّسلا  نَوعُکِاَّرلا  نَوحُِئاَّسلا  نَودُِماحَْلا  نَودُِباعَْلا  نَوُبِئآَّتلا  - 112
نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رِِّشَبوَ 

The believing strivers are those who) turn repentant (to Allah), worship (Him), . “ ) 112
make a journey, bow, prostrate (in prayer), bid what is right and forbid what is wrong,

. ” and keep the limits of Allah, and give good news to the believers

Commentary: verse 112

Besides the aforementioned attribute, i.e. striving in the way of Allah, the Qur’ān

defines nine epithets for such believers, who have bargained with their Lord. Thus,
counting that one, they will be totally ten attributes. These nine epithets are as

.follows

(, … ” The believing strivers are those who) turn repentant (to Allah . “ ) 1

.Whenever they commit a fault, they immediately regret and turn to Allah and repent

(, … ” worship (Him . “ … 2

They always worship the Lord and assume worshipping as an obligatory manner upon

themselves. Worshipping Allah is a sign of good Faith in a high level. It trains the soul

.of man and furnishes his heart and spirit with a peculiar serenity and luminosity

(, … ” praise (Him . “ … 3
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They always praise Allah for the bounties He has bestowed upon them, and they do

.perform His praise and tribute

, … ” make a journey .“ … 4

That is, in the way of Allah and for fulfilling their religions duties, they are always busy

moving and endeavouring. For instance, they pave a distance to go into a mosque to

establish their prayer, or, in order to settle reconciliation between two Muslims, they

go to their houses. Or, even for taking an example from the traces of the ancient

.people, they make a journey

It must also be noted that some of the commentators have taken the Qur’ānic word

 ’. /sā’ihūn/ in the sense of ‘ fasting

, … ” bow . “ … 5

They bow down in the prayer before Allah. It is such as bowing, humility, and

.veneration

(, … ” Prostrate (in prayer .“ … 6

They put their foreheads on the ground of abjectness before Allah, and this is the

utmost humiliation in front of Him. The Qur’ān has referred to only these two acts

from the whole acts of prayer, because the most distinguished actions in prayer are ‘
 ’. bowing and prostration

… ” bid what is right .“ … 7

Besides that they themselves are generally good, they invite others to goodness, too.
.They are always the encouragers of others in doing good deeds

, … ” and forbid what is wrong .“ … 8

They not only themselves do not approach committing sins, but also dissude others

.from perpetration of vices and becoming polluted with wrong actions
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, … ” and keep the limits of Allah .“ … 9

They ceaselessly try to protect the limits of the ordinances of Allah and not to

transgress them. This epithet is one of the
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important qualities of a believer. He must be careful of his own deeds and treatment,
so that never he violates the religious laws and that the limits of religion not to be

broken. This subject is of great importance, and it has been referred to in the Qur’ān,
too. For example, Sura At-Talāq, No.67, verse 1 says: “ … and whoever goes beyond

the limits of Allah, he indeed does injustice to his own soul. … ” Therefore, in order to

protect the limits of Allah, we must both fight against the outward enemy and struggle

.for effacing the inward corruptions

However, the first six epithets, out of the nine epithets mentioned in this verse, relate

to the personal private life of a believer, which he ought to individually create in

himself. Two epithets concern the social life of a believer; and the last epithet

envelops all the duties of a believer, whether they are personal and social, including

.giving the obligatory rights

Next to mentioning these nine epithets, in order to make the believers happy, the

Qur’ān implies that such believers are always in goodness and felicity, and they have

:a good end. They will enter Paradise in the Hereafter. The verse continues saying

. ” and give good news to the believers “… 

****
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مِیحِجَْلا بُاحَصْأَ  مْهَُّنأَ  مْهَُل  نََّیبَتَامَ  دِْعَب  نِم  یَبرُْق  یِلوْأُ  اوُناکَ  وَْلوَ  نَیکِرِشْمُْلِل  اورُفِْغتَسْیَ  نأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ِّیِبَّنلِل  نَاکَ  امَ  - 113

It is not (fit) for the Prophet and those who believe to seek forgiveness for the . “ 113
,polytheists, after it has become clear to them that they are the inmates of Hell

. ” even though they be (their) relatives

Commentary: verse 113

At the beginning of the current Sura, the Qur’ān announced the immunity towards the

polytheists. Then, there were some verses revealed upon the strictness and severity

in action towards the polytheists. Now, the verse remarks that it is the same that the

.polytheists be alive or dead

:The verse says

It is not (fit) for the Prophet and those who believe to seek forgiveness for the “ 
polytheists, after it has become clear to them that they are the inmates of Hell, even

. ” though they be (their) relatives

****
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مٌیِلحَ هٌاَّولاََ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  َّنإِ  هُْنِم  أََّربَتَ  هِّلِل  ٌّودُعَ  هَُّناَ  هَُل  نََّیبَتَ  اَّملَفَ  هُاَّیإِ  آهَدَعَوَ  هٍدَعِوْمَ  نعَ  َّلاإِ  هِیِبلأَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  رُافَْغِتسْا  نَاکَ  امَوَ  - 114

And Abraham’s seeking forgiveness for his father was only because of a promise . “ 114
he had made to him. So when it became clear to him that he was an enemy of Allah,

. ” he declared himself quit of him. Verily Abraham was tenderhearted and forbearing

Commentary: verse 114

The previous verse denoted that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the true believers have not

any pray for the polytheists, even though they are from their relatives. This verse

answers to a doubious thing that why Abraham (a.s.) gave his uncle a promise of

asking for forgiveness, saying “… I will pray to my Lord forgive you; … ” (Sura

Maryam, No.19, verse 47). The abovementioned verse indicates that Abraham’s
promise was with the hope that he might be guided, but when he saw that his uncle

:was in the state of disbelief, Abraham left asking forgiveness for him. The verse says

And Abraham’s seeking forgiveness for his father was only because of a promise he “ 
had made to him. So when it became clear to him that he was an enemy of Allah, he

. ” declared himself quit of him. Verily Abraham was tenderhearted and forbearing

Another question is why Abraham prayed for him after his death, and he said: “ O ’ our

(. Lord! Forgive me and my parents… ” (Sura ’Ibrāhim, No.14, verse 41
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The answer to this question is that the Arabic word /wālid / is applied in the sense of

the real father, while the term /’ab / is used in the sense of either father, teacher,
father-in-law, and grand father. This supplication of Abraham was for his real father,
not for his uncle who was a polytheist. So, the Qur’ān in its eleven verses refers to

Abraham’s uncle by using the word /’ab / in order that it makes clear that Abraham

(a.s.) had been under the guardianship of what kind of a person, but he had not been

.affected

****
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مٌیِلعَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُِب  هَّللا  َّنإِ  نَوقَُّتیَامَ  مهَُل  نَِّیبَُی  یَّتحَ  مْهُادَهَ  ذْإِ  دَْعَب  اًموْقَ  َّلضُِیِل  هُّللا  نَاکَ  امَوَ  - 115

Nor is it Allah to lead a people astray after He has guided them, until He makes . “ 115
. ” clear to them what they should beware of; verily Allah is aware of all thins

Commentary: verse 115

This verse is about those persons who embraced Islam. But, before that all the

ordinances of the religion would be sent down, they died. For instance, they prayed

towards the first direction of Qiblah; or they asked forgiveness for their fathers while

they were polytheists, and the ordinance upon these subjects had not been sent

:down in the time when they were living. The verse says

Nor is it Allah to lead a people astray after He has guided them, until He makes clear “ 
; … ” to them what they should beware of

The purpose of the holy phrase: ‘ to lead astray ’, here, means ‘ to chastise ’ and to

take them into Hell. Therefore, they would not be chastised for the lack of performing

those ordinances as long as they were not conveyed to them. The reason of it is that

they have believed in Islam and were not informed of those laws. So, punishing a

person for the sake of the ordinances which were issued after them, is far from

Allah’s justice; and, as ‘ theoreticians in law ’ say, chastisement without statement is
.not permissible

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān implies that Allah knows every thing. That is, He

knows that He ought not to
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:take to task a person for the crime he has not committed. The verse says

. … ” verily Allah is aware of all thins “ …

****
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رٍیصَِن لاوَ  ٍّیِلوَ  نِم  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  مکَُل  امَوَ  تُیمُِیوَ  یِیحُْی  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامَّسلا  کُْلُم  هَُل  هَّللا  َّنإِ  - 116

.Verily to Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth . “ 116

He gives life and causes to die, and, besides Allah, you have not any guardian or any

.helper

Commentary: verse 116

The words in this verse are upon the sovereignty and Power of Allah. The Qur’ān

implies that the kingdom of the heavens and the earth is Allah’s. It is He Who gives life

.and causes to die, and you have not any friend, or any helper, save Allah

Therefore, you should not rely on anybody besides Allah, and do not take the enemies

.of Allah as your shelter and your guardians, or that you be interested in them

:The verse says

Verily to Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. He gives life “ 
.and causes to die, and, besides Allah, you have not any guardian or any helper

****
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بَاتَ َّمُث  مْهُْنِم  قٍیرِفَ  بُوُلُق  غُیزِیَ  دَاکَ  امَدِْـعَب  نِم  هِرَسـْعُْلا  هِعَاسَ  یِف  هُوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  رِاصَْنلاَاوَ  نَیرِجِاهَمُْلاوَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  یلَعَ  هُّللا  بَاتَ  دقـََل  - 117
مٌیحِرَ فٌوؤُرَ  مْهِِب  هَُّنإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ 

Allah has turned (mercifully) towards the Prophet and the Emigrants and the . “ 117
,Helpers who followed him in the hour of difficulty

.after the hearts of a part of them were about to swerve

(. Then He turned towards them (mercifully

. ” Verily He is Full of pity, Merciful to them

Commentary: verse 117

The process of the Battle of Tabūk was very hard and tiresome for the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and the Muslims. It was a difficult circumstance for them. On one side, the

weather was terribly hot and, on the other side, it was the season of picking off the

fruits. The Muslims, who had laboured for one year, had to leave off their crops

because they had not opportunity to gather them. And, on the other side, they were

quietly poor, so that they had not enough food to eat. An Islamic tradition denotes

that they had not even enough water, and sometimes it happened that several of

them only tasted a single date. In such hard and difficult circumstances, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and the Emigrants and the Helpers (Ansār) went to Holy Struggle in the way

.of Allah

In this verse, the Qur’ān has spoken of the grace, favour, regard and attentiveness of

Allah upon the Muslims who went forth for Holy Struggle in that difficult situation. It

:says
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Allah has turned (mercifully) towards the Prophet and the Emigrants and the Helpers “ 
who followed him

, … ” in the hour of difficulty

The circumstance was so hard that some of the Muslims were incapable to bear it any

longer and intended to return. But Allah promoted their spirit and they could tolerate

and remained. That is why the Qur’ān implies that this matter happened after that the

hearts of some of them were nearly to swerve; but Allah caused them to succeed to

.repent, and He accepted their repentance since He is the Beneficent, the Merciful

:The verse continues saying

after the hearts of a part of them were about to swerve. Then He turned towards “ …

. ” them (mercifully). Verily He is Full of pity, Merciful to them
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َّلآإِ هِّللا  نَِم  اَجَْلمَلا  نأَ  اوُّنظَوَ  مْهُسـُفُْنأَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تْقَاضَوَ  تْبَحُرَ  امـَِب  ضُرْـَلاا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تْقَاضـَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  اوفُِّلخُ  نَیذَِّلا  هَِثَـلاَّثلا  یلَعَوَ  - 118
هِْیَلإِ

مُیحَِّرلا بُاَّوَّتلا  وَهُ  هَّللا  َّنإِ  اوُبوُتیَِل  مْهِْیلَعَ  بَاتَ  َّمُث 

,And to the three who were left behind . “ 118

until when the earth, with all its expanse, became narrow for them, and their own

souls were straitened for them and they knew that there was no refuge from Allah

,save toward Him

(then He turned towards them (mercifully

. ” that they might turn (repentant unto Him). Verily Allah is Oft-Pardoning, the Merciful

Commentary: verse 118

As it was said before, in the course of the Battle of Tabūk, there were some hard and

difficult conditions for Muslims, the most considerable of them was the heat of the

weather and the approach of the time of harvest, specially fruits. The hypocrites did

not take part in this Battle, but the true Muslims, in any way they could, participated in
the expedition of Tabūk, except those who were really excused. There were three

persons among the Muslims who were absent from the expedition of the battle-field.
They were: ka‘b-ibn-Mālik, Marārat-ibn-Rabi̅‘, and Hilāl-ibn-’Umayya. They wanted to

take part in the Holy Struggle, but they procrastinated and acted listlessly until when,
at last, the Battle of Tabūk ended
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and the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.), acceompanied with the Muslims, returned to

.Medina

These three persons immediately presented themselves to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and,
after greeting, they asked about his health. But the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) turned his face

from them and did not speak with them. When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) behaved like that,
all the Muslims ceased communication with them and did not reply their questions

and, as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) commanded, their wives also got separated from them.
Therefore, they felt themselves completely deserted and alone. This general strike

against those three men caused that they were put in a tight straitened circumstance.
In order to follow the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), they themselves did not

.speak even with each other either

It has been said that this news reached the Romans. They secretly sent someone to

those three persons and wanted them to go to Byzantine and live peacefully under

the security of the government of Byzantine. But those men, who were really Muslims,
rejected that suggestion. They became very inconvenient of that happening by which

the disbelievers expected them like that. So, they left the habitation in the city and

stationed themselves in the wilderness inside the far deserts and mountains, and

.used to pray weeping and crying to Allah, asking Him to accept their repentance

There passed fifty days in that state and, finally, their repentance was accepted. Allah

announced that those three persons, who had disobeyed, were forgiven, and their

.instructive story became eternal in this verse

:A part of difficulties that they tolerated are stated in this revelation. It says

And to the three who were left behind, until when the earth, with all its expanse, “ 
became narrow for them, and

p: 545

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3876 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


their own souls were straitened for them and they knew that there was no refuge

from Allah save toward Him, then He turned towards them (mercifully) that they

(. might turn (repentant unto Him

. ” Verily Allah is Oft-Pardoning, the Merciful

This event shows that if the people of a society be good, no vicious persons have any

room in that society. They have to improve themselves. Thus, the action that the

Muslims performed was the best style for improving the polluted minority, and a

.general strike against the vicious may make them improved

****
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Section 15: To be always with the Truthful ones

Point

The Believers to be always with the truthful ones – No good work will go in vain –

.some of the Believers to study religion in details to instruct the others

نَیِقدِاَّصلا عَمَ  اوُنوکُوَ  هَّللا  اوقَُّتا  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  - 119

. ” O you who have Faith! Be in awe of Allah and be (always) with the truthful ones . “ 119

Commentary: verse 119

This verse addresses the believers and commands them to be in awe of Allah and to

.be pious. They should be always with the truthful ones, too

Thus, the believers are commanded in this verse to do two things. The first is that

they should be in awe of Allah, and it is evident that the state of being Godwary is very

effective in man from the point of training. When a person is Godwary, he not only

.avoids committing disgrace actions, but also performs his duties

The second is that they ought to be with the truthful ones, and to make friends with

some ones who are generally truthful. They should, therefore, avoid making friends

.with the liars

:The verse says

.” O you who have Faith! Be in awe of Allah and be (always) with the truthful ones “ 
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Accompaniment and agreement with truthful ones has an important function in the

spiritual progression and the elevation of man. It makes him familiar with spiritual and

ethical values, so far that the one himself will habitually become one of the truthful

.ones

Some Islamic narrations denote that the objective meaning of ‘ the truthful ones ’ is
Muhammad and his Ahlul-Bayt (p.b.u.h.), and the immaculate Imams (a.s.). It is certain

that they were the top of the truthful ones, and the Islamic community, as a duty,
.ought to follow them

****
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مْهَُّناَِـب لاَ کَِـلذَ  هِسِْفَن  نعَ  مْهِسـِفُْناَِب  اوُبغَرْیَ  ـلاوَ  هِّللا  لِوسُرَ  نعَ  اوفَُّلخَتَیَ  نأَ  بِارَعْـَلاا  نَِم  مهَُلوْحـَ  نْمَوَ  هِنَیدِمـَْلا  لِـهْلاَ  نَاکـَامَ  - 120
لٌمَعَ هِِب  مهَُل  بَِتکُ  َّلاإِ  لاًْیَن  ٍّودُعـَ  نِْم  نَوُلانَیَ  لاوَ  رَاَّفکُْلا  ظُیغِیَ  اًئطِوْمَ  نَوأُطَیَ  لاوَ  هِّللا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  هٌصَمَخْمَ  ـَلاوَ  بٌصََن  ـلاوَ  أٌمـَظَ  مْهُُبیصـُِی 

حٌِلاصَ

نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِیلا  هَّللا  َّنإِ 

It is not for the people of Medina and the Bedouins around them to offend . “ 120
against the (command of) the Messenger of Allah, and to prefer their own lives to his

life. That is because there afflicts them neither thirst, nor fatigue, nor hunger in the

way of Allah, nor do they receive (any thing) from the enemy but a righteous deed is
.written for them on its account

. ” Verily Allah does not waste the reward of the good-doers

Commentary: verse 120

The content of this verse is a kind of proclamation of general mobilization, and

encouraging the Muslims toward participation in Holy Struggle and defending the life

of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Through this verse, the Qur’ān warns the Muslims habitated

in Medina and around it that they should not offend against the command of going to

Holy Struggle beside the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). They must not think of their own

.( lives dearer than the life of the Prophet (p.b.u.h
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.but they must defend his life before the enemy by their own lives

It is evident that in battles the protection of the life of the commander is an important

duty upon the army, since if the commander be killed the army may be defeated. In

the battles that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) participated, he himself undertook the rank of a
commander, and then, it was necessary for the Muslims to prefer his life to their own

.lives and to protect it from any danger

Participation in Holy Struggle, of course, is a sufficient necessity, and when sufficient

men, who can afford the defense and war, attend in the scene, it is not necessary for

the rest to participate. But, when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or the Imam (a.s.) invites a

particular person to Holy Struggle, it will become an individual duty for him to obey,
.and its offense is not permissible

At the advent of Islam, the number of Muslims was small, and when a war happened,
the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) invited all those Muslims who had the ability of fighting to

the battle- field and he proclaimed a general mobilization thereby. Therefore, all of

them should take part in the battle and no offending was allowed. This verse, which

concerns to that very period, warns the people of Medina and its Bedouins; who were

the only power of Islam, not to offend from the Holy Struggle beside the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.). The holy verse says

It is not for the people of Medina and the Bedouins around them to offend against “ 
(the (command of

. … ” the Messenger of Allah, and to prefer their own lives to his life

Next to expressing this meaning, in the continuation of the verse, and in relation to

the troops of Islam, the Qur’ān points
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out that Allah gives the strivers in His way some good rewards for the hardships they

:tolerate. It says

That is because there afflicts them neither thirst, nor fatigue, nor hunger in the “ …

way of Allah, nor do they receive (any thing) from the enemy but a righteous deed is
written for them on its account. Verily Allah does not waste the reward of the good-

. ” doers

****
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اًیدِاوَ نَوعُطَْقیَ  لاوَ  هًرَیِبکَ  لاوَ  هًرَیغِصَ  هًقَفََن  نَوقُفِنُی  لاوَ  - 121

نَسَحْأَ هُّللا  مُهُیَزِجْیَِل  مْهَُل  بَِتکُ  َّلاإِ 

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَامَ 

And neither do they expend anything . “ 121

in the way of Holy Struggle), small or great, nor do they cross any land, but it is)
,recorded for them

. ” so that Allah may reward them with better than what they used to do

Commentary: verse 121

There is no expense, whether it be small or large, that the Muslims spend in charity,
nor do they cross any desert, but it is recorded for them, in order that Allah will

recompense them with something better than that which they have done. The verse

:says

And neither do they expend anything (in the way of Holy Struggle), small or great, “ 
nor do they cross any land, but it is recorded for them, so that Allah may reward them

. ” with better than what they used to do

When we refer to the history of the Battles of the advent of Islam, we realize that the

Muslims were confronted with a great deal of hardships and difficulties in many of

those Battles. They suffered much pain because of scarcity of possibilities, martial

means and equipments, provisions, and ammunitions. They had to tolerate both thirst

and hunger. Whatever they had they spent in the way of Allah. They were surrounded

by some insupportable problems. They became
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wounded, they were slain, but they bore all of these hardships in order to protect the

.life of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and to cause Islam victorious

According to this verse, Allah will reward all of these pains and hardships, and He will

.not waste the wage of the righteous

****
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مْهِْیَلإِ اوعُجَرَ  اذَإِ  مْهُمَوْقَ  اورُذِنُیِلوَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  اوهَُّقفَتَیَِل  هٌفَِئآطَ  مْهُْنِم  هٍقَرِْف  ِّلکُ  نِم  رَفََن  لاوْلَفَ  هًَّفآکَ  اورُفِْنیَِل  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  نَاکَ  امَوَ  - 122

نَورُذَحْیَ مْهَُّلعََل 

And it is not for the believers to go out . “ 122

to fight) totally; why should not then a group from every party of them go forth to)
,become learned in religion

? ” and to warn their people when they return to them. So that they may beware

Commentary: verse 122

In the previous verses, the Muslims were emphatically called toward Holy Struggle,
and those who offended that commandment were severely criticized. Now, this verse

attracts the attention of the Muslims toward another important duty that they have.
This matter is not less significant than Holy Struggle from the point of importance,

.because the ordinances of Allah can be learnt

With the emphasis which was laid on Holy Struggle, the believers attached

importance to Holy Struggle, and whenever a fight came forth, the Muslims wholly

attended in its expedition, even though the Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) would not take

part in that Holy Struggle, and no one offended from it. In that circumstance, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was alone and there was not anybody of those Muslims to take the

.ordinances of Islam from him

This verse indicates that the entire of the believers should not go to fight, but a group

of them ought to remain in Medina
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in order to learn the religious teachings and to be learned in religion, so that when the

strivers came back to them, they could teach them what they had learnt, and could

warn them and preach them, perhaps, they would be in awe of Allah and would

.observe the limits of the religion

It is indisputable that the conditions are often different. Sometimes the enemy is

powerful and dangerous and all Muslims must be mobilized for war, like what

happened in the Battle of Tabūk where the Muslims were against the powerful army

of Byzantine. And, sometimes it happens that the enemy is less powerful and it is not

.necessary that the Muslims totally participate in war

When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was alive, it was in such circumstances that a group of the

Muslims should go to fight and another group would remain at the presence of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) busy learning the subjects of the religion. For, at any moment, the

revelation might be sent down and an ordinance or a new subject be announced by

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). So, there should be present some believers to receive it and to

learn it, and when their brethren would return from Holy Struggle, they could teach it
to them, too. In that manner, the strivers could also be in the current of that

revelation which would firm their Faith and might create a higher standard of piety

.and God-fearing in them

:The verse says

And it is not for the believers to go out (to fight) totally; why should not then a group “ 
from every party of them go forth to become learned in religion, and to warn their

.people when they return to them

? ” So that they may beware

This holy verse clearly indicates to the importance of knowledge in Islam. It is found

out that the value of learning
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and teaching is not less than the value of Holy Struggle. Then, when a party of faithful

people go to Holy Struggle and fight against the enemy of Islam, another party should

.also remain in the intrenchment of knowledge and acquaintance in order to obtain it

The verse under discussion can also be rendered into another form. The content

meaning of the verse can be considered as some facts related to the Muslims who

lived in other cities and the tribes who were far from Medina. In this case, we may say

that the verse indicates that there were some Muslims who lived in some other places

and they should not go to fight totally, but a party of them ought to travel to Medina

and attend the presence of the holy Prophet (P.b.u.h.) in order to learn the ordinances

of the religion. After that, they could return to their people and preach them those

.ordinances

There seems another probability denoting that basically the verse is not related to

Holy Struggle, since there is not any word mentioned in the verse concerning Holy

Struggle. It only implies that the whole believers should not go out, but a group from

.every party of them would travel and learn the lessons of religion

Perhaps, the objective meaning is that, at the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and after

the expansion of Islam among different tribes, whoever embraced Islam wished to

meet the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and to learn Islam directly from him, which caused a

trouble. So, the verse commands such believers that they did not need to go totally to

Medina to attend the presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but a group of them were

sufficient to come and learn the lessons of the religion and return to their people in
.order to teach those lessons to them

****
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Section 16:Effects of the Guidance Revealed

Point

Muslims to be firm in the belief and steadfast in their stand against the enemy – Allah

.is sufficient for those who depend upon Him

نَیقَِّتمُْلا عَمَ  هَّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  هًظَْلغِ  مْکُیِف  اودُجِیَْلوَ  رِاَّفکُْلا  نَِم  مکَُنوُلیَ  نَیذَِّلا  اوُلِتاقَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آی  - َ 123

O ’ you who have Faith! Fight those of the infidels who are near to you, and let . “ 123
,them find severity in you

. ” and know that Allah is with the pious ones

Commentary: verse 123

In the life of the Prophet of Islam, the Muslims had many enemies. Some of those

enemies lived in a long distance from the Muslims, like the Romans who were in Syria,
Palestine, and Tabūk. But, some of other enemies of the Muslims were not so far from

the center of Islam. For, example, the tribes of Hawāzin and Thaqi̅f were in a little

distance from the Muslims and they were a danger in ambush. It was necessary that

at first the near enemies should be crushed, and then the far distanced enemies

might be dealt with, because their danger was greater and they could be aware of the

.secrets and martial abilities of the Muslims

:In this holy verse, the Qur’ān notifies to the Muslims of this very matter. It says
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O ’ you who have Faith! Fight those of the infidels who are near to you, and let them “ 
. ” find severity in you, and know that Allah is with the pious ones

To show violence of action in front of an enemy the strivers may make him both

frightened and disappointed. He understands that the Muslims are not penetrable,
and they may not be deceived by some mere promises, nor that they can get the

.martial secrets from them

A believer should have the ultimate humility and modesty in front of his religious

brethren, but he must be severe, firm and violent in front of enemies, as the Qur’ān

:says

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those with him are firm of heart against “ 
(the unbelievers, compassionate among themselves, … ” (Sura Al-Fath, No.48, verse 29

****
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نَورُشِْبتَسْیَ مْهُوَ  اًنامَیإِ  مْهُْتدَازَفَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّماَفَ  اًنامَیإِ  هِذِهَ  هُْتدَازَ  مْکُُّیأَ  لُوقُیَ  نمَ  مهُْنمِفَ  هٌرَوسُ  تَْلزِْنُا  آمَ  اذَإِو  - 124

And whenever a Sura is sent down, there are some of them (the hypocrites) who . “ 124
say: ‘ Which of you did this increase in belief? ’. As for those who have Faith, it

. ” increases them in belief and they rejoice

Commentary: verse 124

The hypocrites always and in any opportunity tried to weaken the spirit of the

Muslims. One of their methods was that they used to mock the verses of the Qur’ān in
.order to both disturb their sacredness and hurt the Muslims

This verse states the indecent reaction of the hypocrites at the time of the revelation

of a Sura of the Qur’ān. Whenever a Sura was revealed, some of them mockingly

asked some others whether that Sura increased in belief of either of them. By that

.manner, they wanted to mock the Muslims among themselves

After narrating this meaning, the Qur’ān gives them a suitable answer, which is

.recited in the next verse

Whenever a Sura of the Qur’ān was sent down, there were created two reactions in
the believers and two other reactions in the hypocrites. Every couple of those

reactions were just opposite to each other. The reaction of the believers before the

:revelation of a Sura of the Qur’ān was two things

.The first was that it increased in the belief of them and made their Faith firm
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This statement indicates that belief can be both decreased and increased, and the

revelation of the Qur’ān causes the belief to be increased in the receptive believing

.hearts

The second was that it made them happy. When they heard the verses of the Qur’ān,
and they were aware of the great rewards which were mentioned in them for the

believers, they rejoiced and they became hopeful that they would be included in the

.favours of Allah

:The verse says

And whenever a Sura is sent down, there are some of them (the hypocrites) who “ 
say: ‘ which of you did this increase in belief? ’. As for those who have Faith, it

. ” increases them in belief and they rejoice

****
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نَورُِفاکَ مْهُوَ  اوُتامَوَ  مْهِسِجْرِ  یَلإِ  اًسجْرِ  مْهُْتدَازَفَ  ضٌرَمَ  مهِِبوُلُق  یِف  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَوَ  - 125

And as for those in whose hearts is a sickness, it (only) adds filth to their filth, and . “ 125
. ” they die while they are infidels

Commentary: verse 125

If a corpse falls inside a pool, whatever much rain it rains upon it, it will become more

malodorous. This bad smell is not because of the rain, but it is because of that corpse.
When there is the mood of obstinacy and haughtiness in a person, it causes that, by

the revelation of the verses of the Qur’ān, those in whose hearts is disease will

become more haughty, and will show a more amount of obstinacy, bigotry and enmity

.from themselves

This status is a kind of sickness in them like the sicknesses of the body. If we do not

.think of a remedy for it, it will expand so much so that may it destroy the person

:The verse says

And as for those in whose hearts is a sickness, it (only) adds filth to their filth, and “ 
. ” they die while they are infidels

****
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نِْیتََّرمَ وْأَ  هًَّرمَ  مٍاعَ  ِّلکُ  یِف  نَوُنتَْفُی  مْهَُّنأَ  نَوْرَیَ  لاوَأَ  - 126

نَورَُّکَّذیَ مْهُ  لاَوَ  نَوُبوُتیَ  َّمُث لاَ 

Do they not see that they are tried once or twice every year? Yet they neither . “ 126
. ” repent, nor do they take admonition

Commentary: verse 126

These blind-hearted hypocrites take no counsel and take an example of nothing. They

are always faced with trials, and some calamities and disasters fall upon them, but

.they do not come to themselves and do not take counsel

In this holy verse, if fact, the Qur’ān criticizes their inattentiveness and their

:unawareness. It says

Do they not see that they are tried once or twice every year? Yet they neither “ 
. ” repent, nor do they take admonition

****
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مْهَُبوُلُق هُّللا  فَرَصَ  اوُفرَصَنا  َّمُث  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  مکُارَیَ  لْهَ  ضٍْعَب  یَلإِ  مْهُضُْعَب  رَظََن  هٌرَوسُ  تَْلزِنُا  آمَ  اذإِ  - َ 127

نَوهُقَْفیَ مٌوْقَ لا  مْهَُّناَِب 

And whenever a Sura is sent down, they look at one another, (saying): ‘ Does . “ 127
anyone see you? ’ Then they turn away. Allah has turned away their hearts because

. ” they are a people who do not understand

Commentary: verse 127

When the hypocrites were at the presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the believers,
and, at the same time a Sura was revealed, they looked at each other and, by their

glances and signals, they said to one another whether anyone saw them. That is, if

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the believers did not watch them, and they were neglectful

of them the hypocrites might go out of that meeting in order not to listen to the

.recitation of the Sura

They feared that the Sura would be about them, and it might say something of their

secrets. Therefore, they wanted to leave the meeting in any way they could, and

:when they found the opportunity for it, they would flee. The above holy verse says

And whenever a Sura is sent down, they look at one another, (saying): ‘ Does anyone “ 
? ’ … ” see you

After mentioning these matters in this verse, the Qur’ān implies that Allah has turned

away their hearts. That is, their hearts have turned away from the truth. The reason

of this
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status is that they are a group of people who do not apprehend the reality and do not

think correctly. Thus, it is their own difficulty that as a result of enmity with the truth,
they have brought forth such a situation for themselves, and Allah (s.w.t.) has turned

:away their hearts because of their own deeds. The verse says

.Then they turn away “ …

.Allah has turned away their hearts because they are a people who do not understand

”

As if the hypocrites do not take any admonishment from the holy verses of the

Qur’ān. They are, for example, like a consumed lamp that whatever it be contacted to

.electricity it does not work

****
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مُّْتِنعَامَ هِْیلَعَ  زٌیزِعَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَ  نِْم  لٌوسُرَ  مْکُءَآجَ  دْقََل  - 128

مٌیحِرَ فٌوؤُرَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِب  مکُْیلَعَ  صٌیرِحَ 

There has indeed come to you a messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to . “ 128
him is whatever afflicts you; he is full of concern for you (your guidance), and most

. ” kind and merciful to the believers

Commentary: verse 128

These holy verses are very important from the point of sympathy, because they

.(. express several significant specialties concerning the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

In the first verse, which addresses all Muslims, the Qur’ān refers to four attractive

.epithets of the Prophet of Islam

It says that this Prophet is from among yourselves. He is not of the kind of angels, . 1
but he is of your kind and, like you, he eats, sleeps, and lives. He is not a prince or a
person born in a wealthy family who can not perceive your toils and pains. He is from

among you and has grown up in the same lanes and quarters where you have familiar

.intercourse

Whatever afflicts you is grievous to him, too. That is, the hardships and afflictions . 2
that reach you, he takes them upon him, and he knows your sadness as his own

sadness. Therefore, he becomes offended when you are annoyed, because he thinks

.of you as ones from himself and vice versa

He is found of you and he is compassionate to you. He desires that you obtain the . 3
felicity of both this world and the next, so that whatever goodness exists becomes

.yours. He is desirous for your success and happiness

p: 565

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3896 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


He is very kind and merciful to the believers, and loves those believers who have . 4
.truly embraced his religion

As it was said in the above, these epithets are all attractive and move the feelings.
They inform of the deep relation and immense attachment of the Prophet of Islam

(. (p.b.u.h.) toward his community, (ummah

Thus, as the Qur’ān denotes, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is the best example for you, then

Muslims must have the same relations and attachments among themselves and think

.of themselves as the share of the sorrows and happinesses of each other

It should be noted that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been introduced in this verse as a ‘
kind and merciful ’ messenger. These two epithets are among the attributes of Allah,
with a difference that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is ‘ kind and merciful ’ to the believers,
while Allah is kind and merciful to all human beings. The Qur’ān says: “ … verily Allah is

(to mankind Most Affectionate, Most Merciful. ” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 143

Allah has based the foundation of creation on kindness and mery, and, originally, He is
kind to all mankind. The evidence of this meaning is the vast possibilities which He has

bestowed upon His servants in order that they, enjoying the present bounties, pave

the path of Allah and follow the religion of prophets. But, if a person turns away from

Allah and His prophets, in fact he has turned away himself from the vast mercy of

Allah. But, from the very beginning, the kindness and mercy of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
have been attached to the believers, and he who is not in the straight way does not

.accept it from the very beginning

****
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تُْلَّکوَتَ هِْیلَعَ  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  هُّللا لآ  یَِبسْحَ  لْقُفَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نإِف  - 129

مِیظِعَْلا شِرْعَْلا  ُّبرَ  وَهُوَ 

So if they turn away, say: ‘ Allah is sufficient for me. There is no god but He. In . “ 129
. ” Him I have put my trust and He is the Lord of the great ‘Arsh

Commentary: verse 129

The Lord Who controls the great system of existence, can hold man, a little creature,
.under His Own compassions, too

People’s arrogance and desistance must not affect your Faith and spiritualities,
.because whoever is with Allah has everything

It is recited in the supplication of ‘Arafah that Imam Hussayn (a.s), addressing Allah,
says: “ O’ Lord! He who did find You, what did he miss, and he who is in lack of You,

? ” what does he have

Therefore, the secret of solving problems is confidence in Allah. In this verse, Allah

.(: says to His Prophet (p.b.u.h

So if they turn away, say: ‘ Allah is sufficient for me. There is no god but He. In Him I “ 
. ” have put my trust and He is the Lord of the great ‘Arsh

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said these phrases from the depth of his heart (soul). It was by

this high spirit that he conquered the highest peaks of dignity, and possessed the

.greatest rank that a godly human being can ever obtain

****
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Āmir-ibn-Qays – 473’

Ammār – 454

Ammasers of wealth – 396

Anas-ibn-Mālik – 327’

Aqil – 318-313‘

Arabs – 398

Ās-ibn-Munbih – 280‘

Azhari – 246
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B

Babylon – 381

Bani-‘Abd-ud-Dār 254

Bani-Hāshim – 265

Bani-Nadir – 304

Bani-Qurayzah – 238,304

Banū-Harithah – 422

Banū-Muslimah – 422

Bal‘am Bā‘ūrā – 145,148,150

Bany Salamah – 424

Battle of: Islam – 371

Uhud – 423,253 -’

,Badr – 194,202,203,207,210,211,220,222,223, 226-

254,264,265,268,283,306,309,313 , 234,252

Hawāzin – 370-

Hunayn – 307,370,272-

Jamal / (camel) – 347-

Jandaq – 290-

Nahrawān – 437-
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Siffin – 347-

Tabūk – 87,403,411,416,456,501,514,521,522,542-

happened in a hot season – 482-

the hypocrates did not participate in – 499-

Bāqir, Imam (a.s.) – 85,387,27

Beautiful Names of Allah – 154

Bedouins – 492,504,505

of Arabs - 507 - 

Bible – 112

Bihar-ul-’Anwār – 89
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Index

Bitter event for all nations – 26

Bukhāri, Sahih - 88

Bushr-ibn-Bur’ā’ – 424

Byzantine – 403,545,555

C

Calf, worshipped – p. 98,101,104

Ceasing of rain is the consequence of disobedience unto Divine prophets - 31

Children of Israel – 39,41,68,78,85,87,88,91,95,98,100,102,104,107,120,121,122,
124,126,134,139,149

Christ – 398

Christians – 378,381,382,384,389

in the Age of Ignorance – 523 - 

Clan of Pharaoh – 70,287

Cyrus – 381

D

Dār-un-Nudwah – 254

Day of Resurrection – 164,507

a true faith in – 507-

Divine Names – 19
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Divine Law – 427

E

Egypt – 68,77,78
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Emigrants – 542

Eve – 169

Exodus – 74,87

Expedition of Tabūk – 544

F

Fadā’il-us-Sahābah – 304

Fakhr-i-Rāzi – 244,453,502

False deilies – 44

Feyd-i-Kāshani – 357

The figure ‘ forty ’ – 86

Fi-zilāl – 502

The first enemies of prophets – 17

Flood against the people of Pharaoh – 73

Friday Prayer – 476

Funeral Prayer – 486

Futūh-ul-Baladān Bilāthari – 112

G

Gardens bestowed on the believers are qualified differently – 468

Genesis – 112

Ghā’im, Hadrat, (a.s.) – 164-261-387
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Gabriel – 238,245,326

Gradual punishment (Istedrāj) – 156

H

Hadrat-i-Hamzah – 521
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Index

Hākim Huskāni – 240

Hāfiz-’Abū-Na’im – 304

Hallās – 473

Hārith-ibn-Zam‘ah – 280

Hawāzin – 370-557

:Heaven

bliss of – 442-

bounties of – 439-

Heavenly Books: 138

Hell – 243,257,395,425,471

abode of – 502-

Fire of – 541,527-

people of – 258-

promise of – 461-

the eternal – 453-

Helpers (Ansār) – 542

Hilāl-ibn-’Ummayya – 544

Holy Mosque – 33,163,215,244,255,257,404,432,451,479,490

:Hereafter
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the chastisement of – 458-

promised of – 461-

Holy Mosque – 252,375

Holy Struggle – 196,205,306,348,351,354,359,361,363,368, 369 ,398, 403,414,
416,422,424,427,542,544,550,554

in the way of Allah – 490-

those who were exempted from – 496-

absent in because of pretexts – 499-

Hūd – 144

Huskāni – 234

Hypocrites – 457,463
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the signs of – 459-

their hearts are sealed – 489-

I

Ibn-‘Abbas – 327

Ibn-‘Asākir - 309

Ibn-’Athir – 89

Ibrahim – 144

Ihqāq-ul-Haqq – 240’

the Index of – 243-

Ilāf Harbour – 126’

Iran – 237

Iranian story – 247

Isfandiyār – 247

Islam – 134,218,249,306,313,338,352,368,377,391,397,437, 442,449

the aim of war in – 262-

the goal of - 430-

ordinances of - 231-

the religion of kindness and mercy – 291-

the soldier of - 306-
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the troops of – 307,421-

Istedrāj, gradual punishment – 156

J

Jābir-ibn-‘Abdillāh – 327

Jacob – 121,144

Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi‘-502
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Ja’far-i-Tayyār-521

Jerusalem – 120,122

Jesus: raising men from the dead – 45

Jethro – 144

The Jew – 380

Jewish people – 132

The Jews – 378,380,381,382,384

broke their promise – 290-

of Bani-Qurayzah and Bani-Nadir – 304-

Jizyah – 378,379

John – 112

Jordan – 78

K

Ka‘bah – 223,254,359,375

Ka‘b-ibn-Mālik – 544

Ka‘b-ul-Akbār – 393

Kāmil-ut-Tawārikh – 89

Kanz-ul-Kirāchi – 89

Kashf-ul-Qummah – 89
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Khadijah – 86

Al-Kharā’ij-wal-Jarāyih – 89

Khawārij (kharijites) – 437

Khoms (one fifth levy (of booties) – 264 265

Khuthayfah – 454

Kumayl – 251

L

Last Day 378,381,415
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Index

Law, of Allah – 124

Leaving the better – 413

Lebanon – 78

Laylat-ul-‘Aqabah – 473

Laylat-ul-Mabit, (the night when Ali (a.s.) laid himself in couch of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
– 254

Lot – 144

M

Majma‘-ul-Kabir – 77

Mālik-ibn-Dikhsham – 523

Manāqib-i-ibn-Abi-Talib – 231

Manhaj-us-Sādiqin – 502

Man-lā-Yahduruhul-Faqih – 50

Marāqi, commentary – 82,163,508

Marārat-ibn-Rabi‘ – 544

Māriqin – 437

The meaning of ‘sihr’ (sorcery) – 53

Mecca – 112,117,158,166,204,237,239,247,280,284,326,331, 332,375,403

the conquest of – 103-
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Medina – 205,237,254,247,326,361,403,408,414,504,545,554

the hyporites of – 524-

:Messiah

religion of – 389-

Al-Minār – 393,470,502

Miracle, its definition – 45

Moses – 82,85,188,100,104,110,140,144,149

and Pharaoh – 44-
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as God’s son - 254-

asked Allah to see His True Essense - 91-

followers of – 30-

harsh reaction of – 102-

miracles of – 45,46,47,74,91,94,120-

name of, mentioned 130 times in the Qur’ān - 41-

religion of – 80,145-

Rod of - 45-

showed white hand - 47-

stood before people and sorcerers – 52-

Tables of – 93.118-

wrath of – 103,1406-

Mosque of Dirār - 458

Mosque of dissension – 527,523

Mosque of the Prophet – 524,527

Mu‘āwiyah – 392,393

Mufaddal – 197

Mufradāt-i-Rāqib – 73

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) – 300

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3923 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


people of – 155-

religion of – 262-

rightfulness of – 386-

whom Allah supported by Ali (a.s.) – 300-

Muharram – 331

Al-Muharrir-ul-Wajiz – 502

Mujāhid – 232

Mu‘jam-ul-Kabir – 77

Munā – 328

Mutawakkil-i-‘Abbāsi – 370
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N

Nahrawān – 437

Najmid-din-‘Askary – 89

Nasr-ibn-i-Hārith – 247

Nebuchadnezzar – 331

Night of ‘Aqabah – 473

An-Nihāyah – 89’

Noah – 86-144

Nufil – 313

Nu‘mān-ibn-Hārith – 249

Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn – 35,164,217

O

:Occasion of revelation

Sura Al-’A‘rāf, verse 184, p.158-

Sura Al-’Anfāl, verses 27,238 and 30, p. 245-

Sura Al-Taubah, verse 38, p. 402-

Oral expression – 439

Ordinance of heritage – 322

Origin and End – 358,414
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the faith in – 358-

P

Palestine – 78,126,557

Paradise – 151,469

the price of bodies – 531-

The People of the Book – 112,377,378,381
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Pharaoh – 48,49,51,57,58,59,60,62,64,70,72,73,78,80,95,143, 145,149,287

Prophet of Islam – 565

the four epithets of – 566-

Prostration of sorcerers – 56

Protected Tablet – 75

Punishment of Allah – 77,97,125,131,132,140,156,185,215, 217,219,249

trwice in – 512-

Q

Qarā’ib-ul-Qur’ān – 502

Al-Qadir – 304,393

Qadir-i-Khum – 249

Qays-ibn-Walid-ibn-Muqayrah – 280

Qiblah – 115

Qualifications of hypocrites – 459

Qubā Mosque – 522,525,527

:Qur’ān

The Book of practice – 228-

Quraysh – 158,277,280

infidels of – 163-
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merchants of – 203-

troops of – 213-

the pagans of – 284-

R

Rāqib, Mufradāt – 73
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The Red sea – 126,269

Reconciliation – 196

Resurrection Day – 117,163,166,232,390

Rod of Moses – 54

Ropes of sorcerers – 52

Rom – 237

Romans – 403,545

the women of – 424-

the army of – 524-

Rustam – 247

S

Sabbath – 124,126

Sacred House – 253

Sacred Months – 397,401

 – Sacred Mosque

Sa’d-ibn-Ma’āth – 238

Safā-Mountain – 158

Safinat-ul-Bihār – 89

Sahih-i-Bukhari – 88
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Salawāt – 254

Sālih – 144

Salwā, a quail – 120

Sāmiri – 100

Satan – 145,181,203,269,278

Sa’udi Arabia – 38

Sayhah – 90,93

Secrets in figure ‘ forty ’ 68

Shawāhid-ut-Tanzil – 234,240
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Index

Shawwal – 331

Shaybah – 359

Shi‘ite – 265

Shu’ayb – 172,24,25

Sihr (sorcery) – 52

Sorcerers and Moses – 49,50,51

with pharaoh – 53-

Sunan-i-Ibn-Mājid – 88

Sunday – 124,127,522,524

Syria – 78,238,402,557

the castles of – 454-

T

Tabūk, a land – 557

Tables of Mosse – 93,106

Tafsir-us-Sāfi – 92,116

Tāqut – 92

Tha‘lab-ibn-Hātab – 476

Thamūd – 252,350

Thaqif – 557
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Theism – 117

Thūr, the cave – 245

:Traditions narrated from the Immaculate

.(: The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h

Ali (a.s.) was in the same rank to him (p.b.u.h.) as - “ 

Aaron was to Moses (a.s.).” p. 87

Ali’s tissue is the same as my tissue …” p. 87 - “ 

He (p.b.u.h.) told Ali (a.s.) “ The example of you unto-

me is like the example of Aaron unto Moses.” P.88

p: 584
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I am the master of the (whole) children of - “… 

Adam…, the seal of prophets.” P. 116

His example (Immam Ghā’im, may Allah hasten - “ 

.” his glad advent), is like the time of Resurrection

P. 164

The number of Muslim strivers in the Battle of Badr - 

was one third of that of pagans. Therefore, he

p.b.u.h.) invoked, saying: “ O’ Allah! do manifest)

whatever You promised me. O’ Allah! if this group

of Muslims) be killed, You will not be worshipped)

in the earth.” P. 207

Whoever transgresses in Ali’s vicegerency after - “ 

my death, it is as if he has denied my messengership

.” and the prophethood of the prophets before me

P. 234

When seditions appear among the community, be - “ 

with Ali, although he is alone.” P. 235

He (p.b.u.h.) said about Ali (a.s.): “ I am his and he is - 

mine.” P. 327
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When you see a man haunts a mosque, then testify - “ 

to his Faith” p. 357

Allah has not enjoined alms-tax save for the rest of - “ 

your properties to become pure for you …” p. 391

Allah has enjoined Alms in the wealth of the rich - “ 

Muslims as much as to sufficient the poor. Verily

Allah will severely reckon and punish them if they do

not fulfil thir duty.” P. 392

No group of people restrain the poor-rate but - “ 

Allah restrains the rain from them.” P. 448

p: 585
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Index

Whoever spends in charity (the poor-rate), there - “ 

will be (appointed) for him from the bliss of Heaven

as much as the mount of ’Uhud for every coin (he has

given).” P. 448

If you desire that Allah increases your wealth, then - “ 

do pay its poor-rate.” P. 449

There are three signs for a hypocrite: when he - “ 

speaks he tells a lie; when he promises he fails; and

when he is trusted he proves treacherous.” P. 477

-In regard to the content of verse 80 from Sura At - 

:Taubah upon the hypocrites, he (p.b.u.h.) has said

If I knew seeking forgiveness more than seventy “ 

.” times could save them, I would seek forgiveness

P. 480

.(: Imam Ali (a.s

:He has criticized the justification of sins, such as - 

,wine ’ with ‘ date liqour ’, ‘ bribery ’ with a present ‘ 

and ‘ usury ’ with transaction. P. 127

:He (a.s.) told his children as his last testament - 

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3935 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Verily I heard from your ancestor, the Prophet “ 

p.b.u.h.), who said: ‘Reconciliation is better than the)

kinds of recommended prayer and fasting’.” P. 196

Verily I have never fleed from any battle, and none - “ 

combated me save that I satiated the earth from his

blood.” P. 217

During evil disturbances be like an adolescent - “ 

camel who has neither a back strong enough for

riding nor udders for milking.” P. 234

p: 586
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.( After the departure of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Ali (a.s - 

said: “ There were two sources of deliverance from

,Allah’s punishment, one of which has been raised up

while the other is before you. You should therefore

adhere to it…” pp. 250-251

O’ Allah! forgive me the sins which bring about - “ 

tribulation.” P. 251

In Seffin, the leader of infidelity was alive and the - “ 

fugitives would gather around him. …” p. 347

At the time of reappearance of Mahdi (a.s.), there - “ 

will be no house and no town but Islam will arrive

into it, whether they like or dislike, and the sound of

prayer call ’ will be heard in any town.” P. 388 ‘ 

and he who waves in doubt, Satans trample him - “ … 

under their feet. P. 417

Protect your properties by almsgiving.” P. 448 - “ 

.(: Imam Hassan (a.s

Once some Jewish people asked the Prophet - “ 

p.b.u.h.) whether he was a prophet the same as)
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Moses was and he answered positively, and then he

added: ‘ I am the master of the (whole) children of

Adam, …” p. 116

.(: Imam Hussayn (a.s

,O Lord! He who did find You, what did he miss - “ 

? ” and he who is in lack of You, what does he have

p. 567

p: 587
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Index

.(: Imam Bāqir (a.s

The philosophy of appointing forty nights for - “ 

Moses was to try the Children of Israel.” P. 85

Upon the content of verse 33 from Sura At-Taubah - 

he (a.s.) said: “ Verily whatever (promise) there lies

in this verse will happen at the time of reappearance

of Mahdi (a.s.) when there will be no one (on the

earth) but confesses the rightfulness of Muhammad

p.b.u.h.). p. 387)

.(: Imam Sādiq (a.s

Allah, Almighty and Glorious, has said: ‘ When the - “ 

one who has known Me disobeys Me, I will set up, as

an absolute master over him the one who has not

known Me ’.” p.27

By Allah, we are the Beautiful Names.” P. 154 - “ 

Allah chose Moses because his humbleness and - “ 

submission was matchless.” P. 92

The bounty of Allah given to a sinful person may - “ 

cause him to be neglectful.” P. 152
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-The one who recites Sura Al-’Anfāl and Sura Al - “ 

Barā’t every month, he will not be involved with

hypocrisy at all and will be among the true followers

of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.) …” p. 191

Concerning ’Anfāl, he (a.s.) said: “ The share of - 

Allah is spent under the control of the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.).” p. 195
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He (a.s.) told Mufaddal: “ If there happens a conflict - 

between two persons of our followers, spend out of

my wealth and produce reconciliation between

them.” P. 197

.( As a commentary upon the concerning verse he (a.s - 

said: “ Allah intervenes between a man and his

heart.” P. 232

The interpretation of this verse (39, Al-’Anfāl) has - “ 

not come forth yet. When our Ghā’im raises, those

who will be alive on the earth will see its

interpretation, and the religion of Muhammad

p.b.u.h.) will cover throughout the world. Then)

there will remain no polytheist therein.” P. 261

,Whoever makes sarcastic remarks to your religion - “ 

he will surely become infidel.” P. 347

Whoever obeys a person in sinning Allah, he has - “ 

worshipped him.” P. 382

-Upon the commentary of verse 33from Sura At - 

Taubah, he (a.s.) said: “ By Allah, the content
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meaning of this verse has not happened yet and it will

.not happen until when the Ghā’im (a.s.) reappears

When he reappears there will remain no one to deny

Allah, the Great, throughout the world.” P. 387

Allah has given you these extra properties in order - 

that you spend them alongside His Pleasure, not to

hoard up and treasure it up.” P. 392

Any believer, or Muslim, who dies and leaves a - “ 

dept, which is not based on corruption and

.” immoderation, it is upon Imam to pay that debt

P. 444

p: 589
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Index

He (a.s.) narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who - 

said: “ the most generous (person among people) is

the one who pays the poor-rate of his wealth; and the

most niggardly (person among people) is the one who

.” is stingy to what Allah has enjoyed on him

pp. 448,449

If people pay the poor-rate of their properties, there - “ 

will remain no poor, needy Muslim.” P. 449

When the poor-rate is restrained, the earth - “ 

withholds its bounties.” P. 449

O people! Do not annoy the Messenger of Allah by - 

your sin! ” p. 519

.There is no price for your bodies save Paradise - “ 

Then you should not sell your selves for less than

Paradise.” P. 531

.(: Ali-ibn-Mus-ar-Ridā (a.s

Bal‘am knew ‘ the Greatest Name of Allah ’, by - “ 

which his supplications used to be answered.” P. 145

The Prophet said : ‘ His example (Imam Ghā’im - “ 
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a.s.)) is like the time of Resurrection ’.” p. 164)

Upon the philosophy of banning of escape from the - 

battle-field, he (a.s.) said: “ Flight is the weakness of

,religion, contempt of the leader of the truth

encouraging the enemy, and wiping out the school of

law.” P. 217

.(: Imam Hādi, the tenth Imam (a.s

Verily Allah has a caller who calls every day and -“ 

p: 590
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Index

night: ‘ O’ servants of Allah! stop! Stop sinning

Allah! If there were not grazing animals, milking

children, and (in prayer) bowing aged ones, there

would be showered a punishment over you by which

you might be severely bruised.’ ” p. 27

Relying on verse 25 from Sura At-Taubah, about the - 

number of silver coinss Mutuwakkil-i-Abbāsi should

pay for his vow, he (a.s.) said: “ He must remit eighty

derhams (silver coins).” P. 370

Tradition of Rank – 88

Transformation of man – 131

Trinity – 154

Tryst of Moses (a.s.) – 88,98,109

The Turah – 112,136,145,381

burnt of – 381-

U

Ugly work of the hypocrites – 501

Uhud‘

the battle of – 423-
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the mount of – 448-

Umar-ibn-Khattāb – 88,437‘

Umm-ul-Fadl – 314’

Ummayyads – 234’

Ummus-Salamah – 88’

Umm-ul-l-Qurā, Mecca – 117’

Uthmān – 393‘

Uzayr – 381,388‘

p: 591
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Index

V

Vicegerency of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) – 88

Victory of Moses – 58

Victorious Muslims – 223

W

Wahshi – 523

Wasā’il-ush-Shi‘ah – 442

White hand of Moses (a.s.) – 47

Worshipping – 98

The world of pre-existence – 144

Y

Al-Yaghin – 89

Yemen – 406

Yusuf – 144

Z

Zahra (a.s.) – 521

Zil-Hajjah – 86-87

Zil-Qa‘dah – 87,88

p: 592
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Verses of the Quran and traditions

میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسْ  ِ

اًروُن مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای 

هیآ 174) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the " 
Qur'ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy

(Qur'ān 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 15  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکِّْذلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it " 
((from corruption)." (Holy Qur'ān 15: 9

مَوْیَ هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

هیآ 124) هط 02  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'ān), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Qur'ān 20: 124

هیآ 82) ءارسا 17  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِارقُْلا  نَِم  لُِّزنَُن  وَ 

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'ān that which is a healing and a " 
(mercy to those who believe...", (Holy Qur'ān 17: 82

p: 593
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A Presentation to Muslims

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

: یلاعتَ هّللا  لَاق   " مْکُْنِم رِْملاَْا  یِلوُا  لوسَُّرلا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  هّللا وَ  اوعُیطاَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ای  " 

هیلآ 59 ءاسنلا 4- هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and " 

(those charged with authority among you..." (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

.( Those charged with authority' are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s )`

,and, at the time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned

.( pious, and just, should be referred to

هِّللا لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّرا  - صْنلاَْا هِّللادِْبعَ  نِْبرِِباج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحَ  یف  نِیدّلا   ِ لِمکِْا یِف 

وَ رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَِیذَّلا  رِْملاَْاوُلوُا  نْمَفَ  هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ 

نُْب دُِّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِْیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث  بٍِلاطیباَ ،  ُ نُب  ُّ یُلعَ مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب  نِْم  نَیمِلسْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ 

نُْب رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاَّصلا  َّمُث  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنِم  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباجَ ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  ٍّیلعَ 

، ٍّیِلعَ نُْب  نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍَّمحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  ٍّیِلعَ ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ،

هُرُکْذِ یلاعتَ  هُّللا  حُتَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نِْب   ِ نِسحَْلا نُْبا  هِدِابعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّللا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسَ وَ  َّمُث 

یلَعَ اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئآیِلواَ  هِِتعَیش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اهَبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْلاَْا وَ  قَرِاشَمَ  هِْیدَیَ  یلَعَ 

یف هِِب  عُافِتْنلاِْاَ  هِِتعَیشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج : لَاق  .نِامیلاِْل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  -لْ  هَفَ هِّللا 

عِافِتْناِکَ هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب  نَوعُفِتَْنیَ  هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب ¨ يذَّلاوَ ¨ يا ¨ لَا  - قفَ هِِتبَْیغَ ،

...بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا 
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هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 

p: 594
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In ` Ikmāl-ud-Din ' a tradition, through ` Jābir-il-Ju`fī ', is narrated

from ` Jābir-ibn-`Abdillāh ' thus: " I said: ` O Messenger of Allah, we have

known Allah and His Apostle; then who is ` Ulul-Amr ', those that Allah

has made their obedience the same as your obedience? ' Then, the Prophet

p.b.u.h.) said: ` O Jābir! they are, after me, my successors and the Guides)

of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abitalib; then (Imam) Hassan, and

Imam) Husain; then Ali-ibn-il-Husain; then Mohammad-ibn- Ali; known)

in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! When you visit him, give

my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, Ja`far-ibn-Muhammad; and

;after him Mūsa-ibn-Ja`far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhạmmad-ibn-Ali

(then Ali-ibn-Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes

Al-Ghā'im whose name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah's

Authority on the Earth and His Remainder amongst His servants. He is

the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-`Askarī). This is the very personality

by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and Wests of the worlds and this

is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and his lovers

in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except

." for the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ` O' Messenger of Allah! will his followers

avail of him during his occultation? ' He answered: ` Yes. By the One Who
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appointed me to prophethood, they will seek brightness from his light and

will avail by devotion in his absence the same as the availing of people from

 '..." the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253' with nearly similar meaning, in Yanābī-`ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

: یلاعتَ هُّللا  لَاق   " يوهَْلا نِعَ  قُطِْنیَ  ام  یحوُی وَ  یٌحْوَ  لاِّا  وَهُ  نِْا  " 

هیلآ 3 و 4 ( - 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does the Apostle speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation " 

 " that is revealed

(Sura Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)

p: 595
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(: ص  ) هّللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

" یترَْتعِ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  یَلِا  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمْمَ  لٌْبحَ  هِّللا  بُاتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، هِّللا وَ  بَاتکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  مْکُیِف  كٌرِات  یّنِا 

ینوفُُلخْتَ اذامِب  اورُظُْنافَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امهَُّناَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا  فَیطلّلا  َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُهْأَ 

(: ص  ) یبَّنلا لَاق  :" رخَا ثٍیدحَ  یف  وَ  امهِِب " مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  ام  اوُّلضِتَ 

هحفص 17 دلج 3  لبنح ، نبدمحا  دنسُم  هحفص 90 و  رابخلاا ، یناعم 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " I leave behind me two weighty (very

worthy and important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān), which is

a stretched string from the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my

Ahlul-Bait; for verily Allah, The Merciful, The Aware, informed me that

never, never, will these two get separated from each other until they meet

me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance). Therefore, be

careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me) ". And, in

another tradition it is added: " Never, never, shall you get astray if you

." attach yourselves to these TWO

Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, Musnad Ahṃad-ibn-Ḥanbal, Vol. 3, p. 17, and)
other

books from the Sunnite School and Shi`ah School mentioned in Ihq̣āq-ul-Haqq, Vol. 9,
p. 309

(to 375

: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

سانلا اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  اًدبع  هّللا  محر 
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انوعبت انملاک لا  نساحم  اوملع  ول  مهناف 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 -  رابخلاا  یناعم 

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said

May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our " 

commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and

teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and goodnesses

." of our speech, surely they would follow us

(Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 180 `Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, V. 1, p. 207)

p: 596
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The Rank and Importance of the Qur'an

هقلخ یلع  هللا  لضفک  ملاکلا  رئاس  یلع  نارقلا  لضف  ص : )  ) هللا لوشرت  لاق 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " The superiority of the Qur'an unto other words is like

." the superiority of Allah (s.w.t.) unto His creatures

هحفص 182 لوا  دلج  راثلااو  رابخلاا  عماج 

رودصلا ءافش  رونلا و  حیباصم  یف  نارقلا  اذه  رثإ  ع : )  ) یلع نبا  نسحلا  لاق 

Imam Hassan-ibn-Ali (a.s.) said: " Verily in this Qur'an there are some bright lights (of

(." guidance, and also a healing (remedy) for the hearts (minds

هحفص 164 لوا  دلج  راثلااو  رابخلاا  عماج 

هملع نارقلا و  ملعت  نم  مکرایخ  ص : )  ) هللا لوسر  لاق 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " The best of you is the one who learns 4 the Qur'an

." and teaches it

هحفص 177 دلج 92  راونلااراحب 

كرابملا و ءاودلاو  عفانلا  ءافشلا  هناف  نارقلاب  مکیلع  ص : )  ) یبنلا لاق 

هعبت نمل  هاجن  هب و  کسمت  نمل  همضع 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: "Be aware of the Qur'an! verily it is a useful healing,
and an auspicious remedy; and it is the protector of the person who holds fast to it,

." and a rescue for the one who follows it

هحفص 492 لوا  دلج  راثلااو  رابخلاا  عماج 

p: 597
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The list of publications of the library

Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Language Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic ; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 1

Ma`ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 2

Kholās-̣iye-`Abaqāt-ul-Anwār (A Summary of a Tradition on Imamate) - A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-Eqtisạ̄d-dar Qur'ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in Qur'ān . 4
and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī `inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) According to . 5
Tradition) - A

Ma`ālim-ul-Ḥukūmah-fī-Qur'ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur'ān - A

Al-Imam-is-̣Sạ̄diq wal Mathāhib-il-Araba`ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims' Issues) - A . 7

Ma`ālim-un-Nabuwwah fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur'ān) . 8
- A

Ash-Shu'ūn-il-Eqtisạ̄d fī-Qur'ān was Sunnah (Ways of Economy in Qur'ān and . 9
Tradition) - A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-̣Sạlāh ̣al-Ḥalabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
- A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-`Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi`ī (The Merits of Imam

Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam - A`
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Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahhạ min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bait-il-Athār by Ḥafiz ̣Mohammad . 12
al-Badakhshanī

Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) - A)

Ba`z-i-Mu'allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on . 13
Islamic Education) - F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī) - A . 14

Yaum-ul Mau`ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) - A . 15

A-Qaybat-is-̣Sụqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi . 16
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,Fathul-Qadīr by Muhạmmad-ibn-`Ali al-Shoukānī; `Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon . 19

A  - 1981/1401

;Al-Mabādi'-ul-`Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Dr. Muhạmmad Ḥusain-`Ali-al-Saqīr . 20
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میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

هِظَعِوْمَْلا هِمَکْحِْلاب وَ  کَِّبرَ  لِیِبسَ  یَلءِإ  عُدُْا 

کََّبرَ َّنءِإ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتّلاِب  مهُْلدِج  هِنَسَحَْلا وَ 

مُلَعْأَ وَهُ  هِِلیِبسَ وَ  نعَ  َّلضَ  نمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ 

نیدِتَهْمُْلاِب

****

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful

;exhortation; and debate with them in a way which is the best

surely your Lord knows best who have strayed from His path and

.knows best who are (rightly) guided

.[ Sura Nahl (The Bee), No. 16, verse 125]
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In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Introduction

This book contains the English translation of the verses and commentary of three

Suras of the Holy Qur’ān: Yūnus, Hūd, and Yūsuf. They insist of nearly parts eleven

.and twelve, out of thirty parts, of the Qur’ān

There has occurred a delay in the translation, publication, and distribution of this

book, No. 7, which fortunately has been removed, and the current book is available for

you after the publication of book No. 9. By the help of Allah, book No. 8, will also be

offered you soon, so that the gap between books No. 6 and 9 might be auspiciously

.filled, Allah willing

It is noteworthy to be mentioned here that the main introductory of this endeavour

has been explained in details at the beginning of the first part of the commentary of

the Qur’ān. Those dear readers who desire to know more about the sourse of the

commentary of the Qur’ān and be familiar with some essential data towards the aim

of this holy effort, may refer to it. It must be helpful along the way of studying this

.book, too

As usual, again and again we ask Allah, the Exalted, that He helps us, as ever before,
.and assists us to complete this sacred endeavour successfully

May He (s.w.t.) guide and assist all of us by the light of the Qur’ān to pave its Straight

.Path further and further, for we are always in need of His favours

The Scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid ‘Abbās Sadr-‘Āmilī

The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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Sura Yūnus No. 10

Point

(Revealed in Mecca)

(verses in 11 sections 109)

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

.In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

The Contents of Sura Yūnus

(No.10 (109 Verses

Sura Yūnus is the tenth Sura of the Holy Qur’ān which was revealed during the early

days of the Prophet’s appointment in Mecca. This Sura contains 109 verses, and its

main topics are about monotheism, the authenticity of the Qur’ān, answers to those

who deny revelation, inspiring fear in the unbelievers, exposing the glory and

magnitude of the act of creation and of the Creator, the lack of permanence of the

.world as well as calling the attentions of all peoples to the world after death

The former Sura, that is “Repentance”, dealt with the acts of the hypocrites as well as

.their punishment, while this Sura refers to the acts of polytheists

As to the rewards accounted for reciting and reading this Sura, there have been cited

some traditions among which is the tradition narrated by Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said:
He who recites Sura Yūnus every two or three months may not be of the ignorant and

(will be of the near-stationed on the Day of Resurrection. (1
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(Sura Yūnus (Jonah

(No. 10 (Revealed in Mecca

verses in 11 sections 109

Section 1: The Qur’ān contains Signs from the All-Wise

Point

The object of the revelation of the Qur’ān to the Apostle (Muhammad) – The believers

.and the disbelievers in the Turah and the reward and the punishment

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

مِیکِحَْلا بِاتَکِْلا  تُایَاءَ  کَْلِت  رلا  ﴾ 1﴿

.” Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Rā ‘R’. These are the verses of the Book of Wisdom . “ 1

Commentary: verse 1

It is noteworthy that six consecutive suras of the Qur’ān begin with abbreviated

letters which are recited: Alif, Lām, Rā. These Suras are: Yūnus, Hūd, Yūsuf, Ar-Ra‘d
(with an exception, of course), ’Ibrāhīm, and Al-Hijr. Each of these letters is an

indication to the Names of Allah or to some other
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.things which have been explained at the beginning of Sura Al-Baqarah

.The Arabic word /tilka/ refers to the verses that are found in this Sura

The objective meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase /al kitāb il hakīm/ is the “Protected

Tablet” or the Qur’ān. Since it contains wisdom and teaches by means of wisdom, it is
.therefore Wise

In other words; the Qur’ān has a high rank, because the Holy Book itself is Wise.
Simultaneously, while it contains both teachings of wisdom and is wise in content, it is
a judge and an arbitrator as well. It remains intact from hostile elements and history

”. and the passage of time can leave no impact upon it. It is “the Book of Wisdom

****
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َّنإِ نَورُِفاکَْلا  لَاقَ  مْهِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  قٍدْصِ  مَدَقَ  مْهَُل  َّنأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  رِشَّبوَ  سَاَّنلا  رِذِنأَ  نْأَ  مْهُْنِم  لٍجُرَ  یَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  نْأَ  اًبجَعَ  سِاَّنلِل  نَاکَأَ  ﴾ 2﴿

نٌیِبُم رٌحِاسََل  اذَهَ 

Was it a wonder to the people that We revealed to a man from among themselves . “ 2
that he should warn mankind and give good tidings to those who believe that they

(have before their Lord the rank of Truth? (While

!’” the unbelievers say: ‘This is indeed an evident sorcerer

Commentary: verse 2

The verses of wisdom of the Qur’ān are composed of the same letters and sounds

that are just like Alif, Lam, and Rā. Their differences with other statements lie in the

fact that they are intermingled with divine wisdom, the sort of which is so

encompassing that it exposes the truth, and drags mankind to guidance, but the

people do not believe this fact that a man, selected from among themselves, can

receive revelations from Allah. This matter is not surprising, since the aim of

revelation is to warn the people and give glad tidings to the believers notifying them

of the high esteem in which they are being held with their Creator. If they believe

:firmly in Him, He guides them and rewards them accordingly(1)! The verse says

Was it a wonder to the people that We revealed to a man from among themselves “
that he should warn
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mankind and give good tidings to those who believe that they have before their Lord

?…” the rank of Truth

The idolaters, however, said that “this man” (meaning the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), must

have obviously been a sorcerer and a magician since he brought something that could

:not be brought by others. The verse continues saying

!’” While) the unbelievers say: ‘This is indeed an evident sorcerer “… )

The disbelievers considered prophecy as sorcery and, because of their short

sightedness, dark heartedness, and lack of understanding, they could mostly not

grasp the truth and distinguish the difference between miracles and the work of

.magicians

****

p: 21

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 3995 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هِِنذْإِ دِْـعَب  نِْم  َّلاإِ  عٍیفِشـَ  نِم  امَ  رَْمـَلاا  رُِّبدَُـی  شِرْعَْلا  یلَعَ  يوَتَسـْا  َّمُث  مٍاَّیأَ  هَِّتسـِ  یِف  ضَرْـَلأاوَ  تِاوَامـََّسلا  قَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هُّللا  مُکَُّبرَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 3﴿

نَورَُّکذَتَ لاَفَأَ  هُودُُبعْافَ  مْکُُّبرَ  هُّللا  مُکُِلذَ 

Verily, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the Earth in six Days. Then . “ 3
He established Himself on ‘Arsh (the Throne), directing the affair. No intercessor can

there be except after (obtaining) His leave. This is Allah your Lord; Him therefore

?” worship you: will you not remember

Commentary: verse 3

.The objective meaning of ‘Six Days’ is six periods of time in the course of creation

The ‘throne’ (‘arsh) alludes to power and omnipotence. When one says someone was

enthroned or overthrown, he implies that he was elevated in power or stripped of his

power. Allah’s comprehensive authority extends all over existence both before the

creation of the earth and the heavens and after their creation. The Qur’ān says: “And

(His ‘Arsh (throne) was over the water.”(1

Even next to the end of the world and during the Resurrection, Allah’s omnipotence

over all existence will remain intact, too. The Qur’ān says: “… and above them eight

(shall bear on that Day your Lord’s ‘Arsh (throne).”(2
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:Messages

.Acquiring knowledge about Allah (s.w.t.) should precede worshipping Him . 1

Worship must be kept exclusively for Him Who has the power to create and . 2
.administer all the affairs of creation and to no one else

The creation of the world has been accomplished according to a plan and an . 3
arranged program, (in six days). When there are pre-ordaining plans for all beings in
the system of creation, how can one think of human beings, who are the outstanding

achievements of the creative process, to be without any planned destiny? The verse

:says

Verily, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the Earth in six Days. Then“
. …” He established Himself on ‘Arsh (the Throne), directing the affair

Allah has created the entire existence and is in full command, administering it with . 4
.wisdom while leaving no one in charge of any part without His prior approval

Any effort at mediation by any being must meet with His approval. Thus one, such . 5
:as idols, cannot be unduly appointed as an intercessor. The verse says

. …” No intercessor can there be except after (obtaining) His leave “… 

Extremists might try to introduce the Creator as Allah, nevertheless they consider . 6
themselves as competent policy-makers and able to separate religion from politics. It

:says

:…” This is Allah your Lord; Him therefore worship you “…

.Man believes in his Creator. He only needs to be reminded

:The verse concludes

?” will you not remember “… 

.Deity is not separate from Lordship . 7
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مْهَُل اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  طِسْقِْلاِب  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  يَزِجْیَِل  هُدُیعُِی  َّمُث  قَْلخَْلا  ؤُدَْبیَ  هَُّنإِ  اًقّحَ  هِّللا  دَعْوَ  اًعیمِجَ  مْکُعُجِرْمَ  هِْیَلإِ  ﴾ 4﴿

نَورُفُکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  مٌیِلأَ  بٌاذَعَوَ  مٍیمِحَ  نِْم  بٌارَشَ 

To Him will be your return, all together. The promise of Allah is true. Verily He . “ 4
originates the (process of) creation, then He causes it to return, that He may reward

with justice those who believe and do righteous deeds; but those who disbelieve, for

them shall be a drink from the boiling fluids and a painful chastisement for what they

.” used to reject

Commentary: verse 4

This verse puts forth both the principle of Resurrection (to Him will be your return),
and its probability, (…He originates the (process of) creation, then He causes it to

return,…). This meaning is just like verse 19 of Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7 which states: “… As

He brought you forth in the beginning, so shall you return.” And it also refers to the

aim of Resurrection which involves punishment and reward. The verse continues

:saying

that He may reward with justice those who believe and do righteous deeds; but “… 
those who disbelieve, for them shall be a drink from the boiling fluids and a painful

.” chastisement for what they used to reject

Therefore, those who are believers and have done good deeds will be rewarded in a
just manner, leading them to Paradise. The share of the unbelievers will be a burning

liquid made of boiling water that will torture them painfully and they will be kept in Hell

.forever
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لُصـِّفَُی قِّحَْلاِب  َّلاإِ  کَِلذَ  هُّللا  قَلَخَ  امَ  بَاسَحِْلاوَ  نَیِنسـّلا  دَدَعـَ  اومُلَْعتَِل  لَزِانَمَ  هُرََّدقـَوَ  اًروُن  رَمَقَْلاوَ  ءًآیَضـِ  سَمَّْشلا  لَعـَجَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  ﴾ 5﴿

تِایَلاَا

نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل 

He it is Who made the sun a radiation and the moon a light, and determined it by . “ 5
stations, that you might know the number of years and the reckoning (of time). Allah

did not create that save in truth. (Thus) does He explain the Signs in detail, for a

.” people who know

Commentary: verse 5

There are words used in the Qur’ān for the sun, such as /sirāj/ and /dīyā’/, which

signify a strong and intensive light. As for the moon, the words used are /nūr/ and

./munīr/ which signify even dim light as well

From among the tokens of Allah’s designs in the world of existence and His absolute

command over the universe, one can name the wise order spread throughout the

entire cosmos. Do you not behold what a heat and what a light He has given to the

sun? They change with the changes of the sun in the morning and during the day, and

manifest themselves in the variety of the seasons of the year. It varies at dawn and

midday, not exceeding the limits at any extreme. If the sun’s heat exceeds what it

already is, all the earth would be incinerated, and if it decreases from its present

temperature, the earth and what ever is in it will freeze, and in both cases, life will

terminate in its totality. If the light of the sun was extinguished you would no longer be

able to see the moon for it borrows its light from the sun. It spreads its
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light at nighttime over the earth, residing temporarily in its different stages: as the full

moon, as a crescent and occasionally disappearing altogether. Through observing the

regularity of these changes mankind can keep track of their days, months and years,
organize their work and make plans with a schedule. That is, it is an accurate natural

calendar that can benefit both the sage and the illiterate for keeping track of the

rhythm of their work in their daily-lives. This privilege of the moon is besides the light

:that it gives us. The verse says

He it is Who made the sun a radiation and the moon a light, and determined it by“
(. …” stations, that you might know the number of years and the reckoning (of time

Then the Qur’ān implies that this process of creation and the revolution and rotation

of the sun and the moon are not to be dismissed as trivial matters. The verse

:continues saying

. …” Allah did not create that save in truth “… 

The cloud and the wind, the moon and the sun move in the sky that you may earn

.your bread, and you should not eat it without being aware of your Provider

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān emphasizes that Allah explains His verses for

those who comprehend them although those who are ill-sighted and unaware

:overlook all these verses, not understanding the slightest thing from them. It says

.” Thus) does He explain the Signs in detail, for a people who know “… )

****
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نَوقَُّتیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  هُّللا  قَلَخَ  امَوَ  رِاهََّنلاوَ  لِْیَّلا  فِلاَِتخْا  یِف  َّنإِ  ﴾ 6﴿

Verily, in the alternation of night and day, and all that Allah has created in the . “ 6
.” heavens and the earth, surely there are signs for a people who keep from evil

Commentary: verse 6

Allah has designed the universe in keeping with His Own magnificence and wisdom,
the cycle of night and day, the overarching heavens, the fixed and moving stars, the

animals, plants, inanimate objects, and all the rest of provisions and bounties

provided in the earth are proofs and evidences upon His Oneness and Glory for those

people who avoid committing sins and disobeying Allah for the fear of His punishment.
The fact that He only mentions the pious as those who reflect upon His Signs is an

indication that it is only such people who take lessons by observing the worldly

phenomena. The rest of mankind are blinded by their own negligence and ignorance;

no phenomenon can affect on their hearts; thus, they cannot grasp the objectives of

.creation

Incidentally, the word ‘alternation’ /’ixtilāf/, mentioned in the holy verse, signifies

coming and going as well as variation. Thus the night and the day are different in

:some respects

:A. They alternatively substitute for each other. Allah says

The sign of the night have We made to pass away and have We the sign of the “ … 
(day manifest, …”(1
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B. Night is pre-ordained for tranquility and the day for the hustle and bustle of

:struggle. Allah says

And We made the night as a covering,” “And We made the day for (seeking) “
(livelihood.”(1

C. The decrease and increase in the number of daylight hours in the different seasons

.of the year

D. The change in the hours of the day and the night in various regions of the world.
:The verse says

Verily, in the alternation of night and day, and all that Allah has created in the “ 
.” heavens and the earth, surely there are signs for a people who keep from evil

?Question: Why is it that some scientists are atheists

Answer: In itself, science is not sufficient. The approach to truth must stem from

intentional and purposeful people and the motive must originate from those who

honestly seek the truth and reality. Thus sins and pollutions from sin leave a negative

.impact upon one’s analysis and cognition

****
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نَوُلِفاغَ انَِتایَاءَ  نْعَ  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اهَِب  اوُّناَمَطْاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلاِب  اوضُرَوَ  اَنءَآقَِل  نَوجُرْیَ  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 7﴿

نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  رُاَّنلا  مُهُاوَأْمَ  کَِئَلوُْا  ﴾ 8﴿

Verily those who do not expect the meeting with Us, but are pleased with the life of . “ 7
,” this world and are satisfied with it, and those who are neglectful of Our Signs

.” These! Their abode is the Fire for what they used to earn . “ 8

Commentary: verses 7-8

From this verse on, there is also a description concerning the Resurrection and the

.destiny of people in the Hereafter

:At first, the verse says

Verily those who do not expect on the meeting with Us, but are pleased with the life“
, …” of this world and are satisfied with it

Then it refers to those who are neglectful of the revelations of Allah and do not

meditate upon them so as to be thoroughly awakened and feel responsibility. The

:verse continues saying

,” and those who are neglectful of Our Signs “… 

Both of these two groups will have their abode in the Fire for the evil actions they

:have committed. The verse says

.” Their abode is the Fire for what they used to earn “ 

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “He who loves meeting Allah, Allah also loves

(meeting him.” (1

p: 29

Tafsīr-ul-Furqān - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4004 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_29_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


In fact, the direct result of the lack of belief in the Resurrection is this very love unto

.this limited life, of worldly position and a confidence and reliance upon it

Also, negligence from the revelations of Allah, is the origin of separation from Allah

which in turn is the origin of the lack of sympathy and, consequently, falling into

.pollution, mischief, and sin whose ultimate result cannot be aught but Fire

****
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مْهِِنامَیإِِب مهُُّبرَ  مْهِیدِهْیَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  ﴾ 9﴿

مِیعَِّنلا تِاَّنجَ  یِف  رُاهَْنلاَا  مُهِِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ 

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, their Lord will guide them by . “ 9
.” their Faith: beneath them rivers flow in gardens of bliss

Commentary: verse 9

Then the Qur’ān refers to the state of another group who behave opposite of the two

.groups mentioned before

:The holy verse says

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, their Lord will guide them by their “ 
: …” Faith

This beam of light of Divine guidance which has its origins in their faith enlightens

every aspect within the entire horizons of their lives. They are so enlightened by that

light that they will never submit themselves to the falsity of the materialist schools,
satanic fancies or the false glamour associated with sin, wealth and power, and they

.never pave the path of astray

As for the Hereafter, the Creator (s.w.t.) establishes them in palaces and Gardens

:underneath which Rivers flow. The verse continues saying

.” beneath them rivers flow in gardens of bliss “…

****
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نَیمَِلاعَْلا بّرَ  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  نِأَ  مْهُاوَعْدَ  رُخِاءَو  مٌلاَسَ  اهَیِف  مْهُُتَّیحِتَوَ  َّمهَُّللا  کََناحَْبسُ  اهَیِف  مْهُاوَعْدَ  ﴾ 10﴿

Their cry therein (will be): ‘Glory be to You, O Allah!’ and ‘Peace’ will be their . “ 10
greeting therein. And the close of their cry (will be): ‘(All) praise is (only) Allah’s, the

’.” Lord of the Worlds

Commentary: verse 10

The faithful will lead their lives in an environment full of peace, kindness, love unto the

Lord, and blessings of various kinds. Whenever they contemplate these things and

reflect upon His Essence and qualities, in their speech and prayers in Paradise they

:will invoke their Lord, and as the verse says

!’…” Their cry therein (will be): ‘Glory be to You, O Allah“

And whenever they encounter each other, their talk will be of peace and friendliness.
:Their greetings are exclusively /salām/. The verse continues saying

. …” and ‘Peace’ will be their greeting therein “… 

And finally, whenever they enjoy the various blessings of Allah in Paradise, they will

:start thanking Him, and end their words with gratitude. The verse says

And the close of their cry (will be): ‘(All) praise is (only) Allah’s, the Lord of the “…

’.” Worlds

:Explanations

Peace” is the word uttered by the people in Paradise and the atmosphere of Paradise “
is filled with /salām/ (peace). It comes from different sources, such as from Allah: “

Peace: a
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word from a Merciful Lord”(1), and which comes from the angels saying: “Peace be

upon you, you shall be happy;”(2). It also is uttered by all those who reside in Paradise.
(“Only the saying: ‘Peace, Peace’.”(3

.The holy phrase “(All) praise is (only) Allah’s” is the saying of the prophets and saints

Hadrat Noah (a.s.), after being released from the unjust people uttered these words,
and ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) also, saying them, thanked Allah in his old age for He had bestowed

.him Ishmael and Ishāq

Some Islamic tradition indicate that the People of Paradise, by uttering /subhaanaka

’allahumma/ will call up the hosts of Paradise, who in turn show up immediately and

(fulfill their wishes. (Manhaj-us-Sādiqīn, the Commentary

****
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Section 2: Ingratitude of Men

Point

Reason for the respite given – Man prays for help when in difficulty but forgets Allah

immediately as he is relieved – Men were one single people but later they disagreed

and got separated in tribes, and communities and nations

نَوهُمَْعیَ مْهِِنایَْغطُ  یِف  اَنءَآقَِل  نَوجُرْیَلا  نَیذَِّلا  رُذَنَفَ  مْهُُلجَأَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  یَضِقَُل  رِْیخَْلاِب  مهَُلاجَْعِتسْا  َّرَّشلا  سِاَّنلِل  هُّللا  لُجِّعَُی  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 11﴿

And if Allah were to hasten on for men the ill (they have earned) as they would . “ 11
hasten on the good, surely their term would already be decreed unto them. But We

leave those who do not expect the meeting with Us, in their contumacy, wandering

.” blindly

Commentary: verse 11

This verse also deals with the subject of punishment and reward meted out to the

evildoers. First, the Qur’ān implies if Allah punished the evil-doers swiftly in this world

and hastened on their punishment at the same speed in which they are after the good

things of this world and their own interests, that would be the end of the world and no

:traces of them would remain. The verse says

And if Allah were to hasten on for men the ill (they have earned) as they would “ 
. …” hasten on the good, Surely their term would already be decreed unto them

However, as Allah’s grace encompasses all His servants, even the evildoers, idol

worshippers, and non-believers, He
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does not hasten on their punishment lest they wake-up and repent and be lead

.straight

At the end of the verse, He says that punishment is for those who do not believe in the

Resurrection and the Meeting with Him; they are left alone so that they may stray and

remain in confusion, not knowing the truth from “untruth” and the right path from the

:wrong. The verse says

But We leave those who do not expect the meeting with Us, in their contumacy, “… 
.” wandering blindly

****
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ِیزُ نَّ کَِلذَکـَ  هَُّسمَ    ٍ رّضـُ یَلإِ  آنَعُدْیـَ  مَْل  نأَکَ  َّرمَ  هَُّرضـُ  هُْنعَ  انَْفشـَکَ  اَّملَفَ  اًمِئآقَ  وْأَ  اًدعـِاقَ  وْأَ  هِِبْنجَِل  اَناعَدَ  ُّرُّضلا  نَاسَْنلإِا  َّسمَ  اذَإِوَ  ﴾ 12﴿

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  نَیِفرِسْمُْلِل 

And when an affliction touches a man, he calls Us (while reclining) on his side, or . “ 12
sitting, or standing. But when We remove from him his affliction, he passes on, as if he

never called Us to an affliction that touched him. Thus is made fair seeming to the

.” extravagant that which they have been doing

Commentary: verse 12

Then the Qur’ān refers to the existence of the light of monotheism in man, which

emanates from the depth of his soul. It indicates that when man suffers from the loss

of something, and he is helpless on all sides, he seeks Allah’s help by stretching his

hands towards Him, calling Him in whatever state he is whether lying on his side,
:sitting or standing. The verse says

And when an affliction touches a man, he calls Us (while reclining) on his side, or “ 
. …” sitting, or standing

Yes, the positive aspect of the difficulties and painful incidents is that they unveil the

true character of human beings and, though it may last merely for a while, the light of

.monotheism eventually shines forth

Then the Qur’ān implies that these people, however, are so in capacious and unwise

that as soon as their troubles are removed they once more become so immersed in
oblivion that it is as if they had made no supplications at all, and He had not given

:them any assistance. The verse says
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But when We remove from him his affliction, he passes on, as if he never called Us “… 
to an affliction that touched him. Thus is made fair seeming to the extravagant that

.” which they have been doing

It is this very ingratitude and negligence that has made the indecent acts of the

.mischief makers seemingly beautiful for them

****
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نَیِمرِجْ - مُْلا مَوْقَْلا  يزِجَْن  کَِلذَکَ  اوُنِمؤُْیِل  اوُناکَ  امَوَ  ِیبَلاِب  تِانَّ مهُُلسُرُ  مْهُْتءَآجَوَ  اومُلَظَ  اَّمَل  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  نَورُقُْلا  انَکْلَهْأَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 13﴿

And certainly We destroyed the generations before you when they were unjust, . “ 13
and their messengers came to them with clear arguments and they would not believe.

. ” Thus do We recompense the guilty people

Commentary: verse 13

In this holy verse, Allah informs us of the calamities which were inflicted upon

previous nations and warns the present nations against the descent of those

.calamities which may fall upon them

The Qur’ān announces that Allah exterminated former nations by means of kinds of

punishment when they inflicted injustice upon themselves by revolting, becoming

disobedient, and after sending prophets to them with obvious miracles and clear

:proofs. The verse says

And certainly We destroyed the generations before you when they were unjust, and “ 
. …” their messengers came to them with clear arguments and they would not believe

This verse carries this message that the secret of their eradication was that if they

had been to remain existent, they definitely would not have believed in their prophets

.and the Books. Which were sent to them

In the future, too, Allah will inflict calamities upon those unbelieving people who do not

reform themselves in spite of offering them proofs for completing arguments, and

with the full understanding that they are well-informed as to the consequences and

:that they will not believe. The verse continues saying

. ” Thus do We recompense the guilty people “… 
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نَوُلمَْعتَ فَْیکَ  رَظُْننَِل  مْهِدِْعَب  نِْم  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  فَِئلآخَ  مْکُانَْلعَجَ  َّمُث  ﴾ 14﴿

.” Then We made you successors in the earth after them to see how you behave . “ 14

Commentary: verse 14

Allah expresses more explicitly the matter in this verse, implying that, after destroying

them, He substituted you on the earth in their place so that He may observe the way

:you behave. The verse says

.” Then We made you successors in the earth after them to see how you behave “ 

From the sentence “and they would not believe:”, mentioned in the previous verse, it
is understood that Allah exterminates only those whose situation leaves no hope that

they will even be probable believers in the future, for those who may become

.believers in the future are not involved in this category for such punishments

****
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ئِآقَْلِت نِم  هَُل  دَِّبُا  نْأَ  یِل  نُوکُیَامَ  لُْق  هُْل  دَِّب  وْأَ  آذَهـَ  رِْیغَ  نٍاءَرْقُِب  تِْئا  اَنءَآقَِل  نَوجُرْیَ  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  لَاقَ  ِیَب  تٍانَّ انَُتایَاءَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُت  اذَإِو  ﴾ 15﴿

یسِْفَن

َّیَلإِ یحَوُی  امَ  َّلاإِ  عُِبَّتأَ  نْإِ 

مٍیظِعَ مٍوْیَ  بَاذَعَ  یّبرَ  تُْیصَعَ  نْإِ  فُاخَأَ  یّنإِ 

And when Our Clear Signs are recited unto them, those who do not expect the . “ 15
meeting with Us, say: ‘Bring us a Qur’ān other than this, or alter it.’ Say: ‘It is not for

me to alter it of my own accord, I follow naught but what is revealed unto me; verily, I
(.’” fear, if I were to disobey my Lord the Penalty of a Great Day (to come

:The Occasion of the Revelation

This holy verse and the next two verses had been revealed concerning several idol-
worshippers when they came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h) and said: “Whatever this Qur’ān

says about abandoning the worship of our great idols namely Lāt, Uzzā, Manāt, Hubal

and its disrespect of them is not acceptable and bearable to us. If you want us to

follow you, get us another Qur’ān which is free of this criticism, or, at least change

.” such ideas in this present Qur’ān

Commentary: verse 15

These holy verses, following the previous verses, are all concerned with ‘Origin and

’. End

:First, The Qur’ān alludes to one of the great mistakes of the idol-worshippers. It says
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And when Our Clear Signs are recited unto them, those who do not expect the “ 
.’ …” meeting with Us, say: ‘Bring us a Qur’ān other than this, or alter it

These ignorant people did not want the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to guide them as a leader;

they rather invited him to follow in the footsteps of their own superstitious

.conjectures

The Qur’ān explicitly enlightens them regarding their grave mistake, ordering the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them that it is impossible for him to alter the Divine revelation

:by himself. The verse says

, …” Say: ‘It is not for me to alter it of my own accord “… 

Then, to articulate further, he should add that he would only follow what was revealed

to him, and that not only he could not make any alterations in that heavenly

Revelation, but, also he feared the punishment of that Great Day (Resurrection) if he

.would disobey the Command of the Lord

:The holy verse says

I follow naught but what is revealed unto me; verily, I fear, if I were to disobey my “… 
(.’” Lord the Penalty of a Great Day (to come
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نَوُلقِْعتَ لاَفَأَ  هِِلْبقَ  نِم  اًرمُعُ  مْکُیِف  تُْثِبَل  دْقَفَ  هِِب  مْکُارَدْأَ  لآوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُُتوْلَتَ  امَ  هَُّللا  ءَآشَ  وَْل  لُق  ﴾ 16﴿

Say: ‘Had Allah so willed, I would not have recited it to you, nor would He have . “ 16
taught it to you. Indeed I have lived amongst you a lifetime before it. Have you then

?’” no sense

Commentary: verse 16

In this verse the Qur’ān brings a reason for the Divine order by commanding the

Prophet to say that his ideas do not have the slightest role in this Holy Book, and had

Allah wanted, he would not have read the Qur’ān to them and they would not have

:been made aware of it. The verse says

Say: ‘Had Allah so willed, I would not have recited it to you, nor would He have taught “ 
. …” it to you

I have lived among you a long time before this. It provides reason for what I claim, for

you have never heard me saying such things before. If the verses had come from me,
you should have heard me saying them during the past forty years as they would

have been at the tip of my tongue, or at least parts of it might have been heard by

someone in the past. How can you not notice such an obvious matter? The verse

:continues saying

?’” Indeed I have lived amongst you a lifetime before it. Have you then no sense “… 

****
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نَوُمرِجْ - مُْلا حُِلْفُی  هَُّنإِ لا  هِِتایَاِب  بََّذکَ  وْأَ  اًبذِکَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  يرَتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مُلَظْأَ  نْمَفَ  ﴾ 17﴿

Who is then more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah, or belies His . “ 17
.” Signs? Verily the guilty ones will never prosper

Commentary: verse 17

In order to emphasize the point, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) adds that, being well aware that

the worst kind of evil is that someone falsely attributes a lie to Allah, how could he

:then commit such a sin on the earth? The verse says

?Who is then more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah, or belies His Signs“
…”

And he who denies the Divine verses, his action is also the most cruel and unjust of all

actions. If the unbelievers are unaware of the scope and volume of the severity and

greatness of the sin of forging a lie to the Divine verses, the Prophet, on the contrary,
is not so unaware. At any event, this action of theirs is a grave offence and those who

:perpetrate it will never be saved. The verse says

.” Verily the guilty ones will never prosper “…

****
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تِاوَامََّسلا یِف  مُلَعیَ  امَِب لا  هََّللا  نَؤُِّبنَُتاَ  لُْق  هَِّللا  دَـنعِ  اَنؤُآعَفَشـُ  ءِلآؤُهَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  مْهُعُفَنیَ  لاوَ  مْهُُّرضـُیَ  امـَ لا  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَودُُـبْعیَوَ  ﴾ 18﴿

نَوکُرِشُْی اَّمعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  لاوَ 

And they worship, besides Allah, what can neither hurt them nor profit them, and . “ 18
they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah.’ Say: ‘Will you inform Allah of what He

knows not either in the heavens or in the earth?’ Glory be to Him! High be He exalted

(.” above what they associate (with Him

Commentary: verse 18

The issue of monotheism is also continued in this verse by negating the claim that

these idols are associated with divinity, and it has been proved as groundless by

offering clear reasons. They used to worship icons and idols which neither did any

harm to them nor any good. They were neither feared by the idol worshippers nor did

the idols provide them with any profit so that they were worshipped for gaining

:benefit thereof. The verse says

, …” And they worship, besides Allah, what can neither hurt them nor profit them “ 

The Qur’ān deals with the groundless and unfounded claims of the idol worshippers

when it implies that they claim that these idols serve as mediators between them and

:Allah which was one of the motives for worshipping them. The verse says

.’…” and they say: ‘These are our intercessors with Allah “…
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The Qur’ān, in response to such a way of thinking, tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to ask

:them a question, as follows

Say: ‘Will you inform Allah of what He knows not either in the heavens or in the “…

?’ …” earth

Allusion is here made to the fact that if the Almighty had such mediators who would

protect them, and wherever on the earth or in the skies they might have existed, He

.would have been well aware of their existence

At the end of the verse it stresses emphatically on the fact that Allah is pure and

:superior to those partners whom they envisage for Him. The verse says

(.” Glory be to Him! High be He exalted above what they associate (with Him “…

****
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سُاَّنلا نَاکَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 19﴿

کَّبَّر نِم  تْقَبَسَ  هٌمَِلکَ  لاَوَْلوَ  اوفُلَتَخْافَ  هًدَحِاوَ  هًَّمُا  َّلآإِ 

نَوفُِلتَخْیَ هِیِف  امَیِف  مْهُنَْیَب  یَضِقَُل 

And mankind were only one community, then they differed, and had not a Word . “ 19
already gone forth from your Lord, their differences would have been judged

.” between them

Commentary: verse 19

This verse refers to the monotheistic nature of all human beings, alluding in part to

the previous verse in connection with negating unbelief and idol worshipping. It

implies that in the beginning, all human beings were of a single nation, and, with no

:exception, all were monotheists. The verse says

, …” And mankind were only one community “ 

This monotheistic nature, that was untouched at the beginning, because of

shortsightedness and some satanic attitudes, underwent changes. With the passage

of time, some went astray from the monotheistic path and became the adherents of

polytheism. Thus the human society spitted into two groups: Monotheists and

:Polytheists. The verse continues saying

, …” then they differed “…

Therefore, polytheism is in fact a deviation from what is innate in human nature, and

.its roots lie in some baseless ideas and conjectures
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One might raise the issue at this point as to why the Almighty does not hasten to

?eradicate the origin of such differences by the speedy punishment of the polytheists

The Qur’ān immediately gives an answer to this question implying that if Allah’s
command in regard to the absence of their speedy punishment had not been already

issued, arbitration would have been administered and their differences would have

:been judged, then all of them would meet their painful fate. The verse says

and had not a Word already gone forth from your Lord, their differences would “… 
.” have been judged between them

****

p: 47

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4022 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیرِظِتَْنمُْلا نَِم  مکُعَمَ  یّنإِ  اورُظِتَنافَ  هَِّلِل  بُْیغَْلا  امََّنإِ  لْقُفَ  هِِّبرَ  نِم  هٌیَاءَ  هِْیلَعَ  لَزِنُا  لآوَْل  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  ﴾ 20﴿

And they say: ‘Why is not a Sign sent down to him from his Lord?’ Say then: ‘ Verily . “ 20
the Unseen is only for Allah (to know). Wait you then, verily I, also with you, will be of

’.” those who wait

Commentary: verse 20

Once again, the Qur’ān deals with the pretexts of the polytheists for evading belief

and faith in Islam. It indicates that the disbelievers complain about a miracle not being

:sent down from Allah to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The verse in this regard says

?’ …” And they say: ‘Why is not a Sign sent down to him from his Lord “ 

They meant, of course, that any time they demanded a miracle they desired, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should have acted immediately and accordingly (1) to fulfill their

demands. It was forthwith revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that the invisible world

and supernatural affairs, (miracles relating to the invisible and metaphysical world),
:belong to Allah alone. The verse says

(. …” Say then: ‘ Verily the Unseen is only for Allah (to know “… 
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Therefore the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should tell them he could not perform miracles

according to their wishes, which they would later deny and which would not convince

them to become believers. In the final analysis, they refrained from believing

.regardless of the pretext

At the end of the verse, from his tongue, the Qur’ān, in a threatening tone implies that

if they did not stop being obstinate, they should expect divine punishment whilst, on

:the other hand, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should expect victory. The verse says

’.” Wait you then, verily I, also with you, will be of those who wait “… 

****
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Section 3: The Divine Mercy

Point

Ingratitude of Man after enjoying the Divine Mercy – Every evil shall be equally

punished along with ignominy – All false deities shall vanish away on the Day of

.Judgment and they will disown their devotees

نَورُکُمْتَامَ نَوُبُتکْیَ  انَلَسُرُ  َّنإِ  اًرکْمَ  عُرَسْأَ  هَُّللا  لُِق  انَِتایَاءَ  یِف  رٌکْمَ  مهَُل  اذَإِ  مْهُْتَّسمَ  ءَآَّرضَ  دِْعَب  نِم  هًمَحْرَ  سَاَّنلا  انَْقذَأَ  آذَإِو  ﴾ 21﴿

And when We make mankind taste of (Our) mercy after adversity hath touched . “ 21
them, behold! they have a device concerning Our Signs! Say: ‘Allah is quicker at

’.”” devising. Verily, Our messengers record what you devise

Commentary: verse 21

The previous verse alluded to the pretexts of those who used to ask why no new signs

were revealed. Here Allah refers to their obstinacy and to the fact that they played

.dirty tricks after a new verse was revealed instead of appreciating it

:The verse says

And when We make mankind taste of (Our) mercy after adversity hath touched “ 
! …” them, behold! they have a device concerning Our Signs

As for the occasion of revelation of this verse, it has been said that there occurred a
drought and famine in Mecca. The Almighty (s.w.t.) made it rain for the blessing of His

Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The polytheists claimed, however, that the reason
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for the rain was because of the idols. (The commentary of As-Sāfī, Fī-Zalāl-il-Qur’ān

(and Fakhr-i-Rāzī

One of the measures and tricky devices employed by his enemies was character

assassination of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), ridiculing the divine verses, and degrading the

blessings of Allah. At any rate, man misuses God-given blessings and makes mischief

instead of giving thanks and we must know that he who plays dirty tricks, will

:ultimately be involved with the device and the punishment of Allah. The verse says

. …” Say: ‘Allah is quicker at devising “… 

Then, He warns them not to think that such conspiracies and plans will be forgotten.
His messengers, (that is, His angels responsible for recording human actions) will take

note of all those plans which disbelievers arrange for extinguishing the light of the

truth. And they must prepare themselves for the Judgment and the punishment in the

:world here-after. The verse says

’.”” Verily, Our messengers record what you devise “… 

****
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مُهُءَآجَوَ فٌصِاعَ  حٌیرِ  اهَْتءَآجَ  اهَِب  اوحُرِفَوَ  هٍبَّیطَ  حٍیرِِب  مهِِب  نَْیرَجَوَ  کِْلفُْلا  یِف  مُْتنکُ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  رِحْبَْلاوَ  رِّبَْلا  یِف  مْکُرُّیسَُی  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  ﴾ 22﴿

نَیرِکِاَّشلا نَِم   َ نَّنوکُنََل هِذِهَ  نِْم  انَتَْیجَنأَ  نِْئَل  نَیدّلا  هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم  هََّللا  اوُعَدَ  مْهِِب  طَیحُِا  مْهَُّنأَ  اوُّنظَوَ  نٍاکَمَ  لِّکُ  نِم  جُوْمَْلا 

He it is Who enables you to traverse through land and sea; so that you are in the . “ 22
ships, and they sail with them with a favourable wind, and they rejoice thereat. Then

there comes upon them a stormy wind and the waves come on them from all sides,
and they think that they are encompassed therewith, they call upon Allah, making

their faith pure for Him, (saying): ‘If You deliver us from this, we shall surely be of the

’.” grateful ones

Commentary: verse 22

In this verse the Qur’ān appeals to the depths of human nature, explaining to them

the monotheism which is embedded in their very being, describing to them how man

.once in great difficulty and danger, tends to forget everything but Allah

First, He says that He is the One Who enables you to traverse through the land and

the sea. And, when you go on board a ship, He makes you eventually get, you and

your ship, to your destination with the help of the appropriate winds that gladden

every heart. Then when a horrible thunderstorm blows and waves buffet them from

all sides, it makes them realize that death is near, and they lose their hopes of

:survival. The verse says
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He it is Who enables you to traverse through land and sea; so that you are in the “ 
ships, and they sail with them with a favourable wind, and they rejoice thereat. Then

there comes upon them a stormy wind and the waves come on them from all sides,
, …” and they think that they are encompassed therewith

At just about that time, they are reminded of Allah and call upon Him sincerely, their

thoughts stripped of all sorts of polytheism and idol worship. The verse continues

:saying

,…” they call upon Allah, making their faith pure for Him “… 

They start praying at this time, saying that if Allah save them from this plight, they will

thank Him while they shall neither oppress others nor turn to others for help save

:Him. The verse says

’.” saying): ‘If You deliver us from this, we shall surely be of the grateful ones “… )

Although this temporary awakening will often have no remarkable educational effect

upon extraordinarily wicked people, yet He completes the process of reasoning to the

.end to them, and it will serve as their eventual condemnation

In such incidents, those individuals, who are only slightly polluted, are usually

.awakened and tend to reform themselves

****
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مْکُعُجِرمَ انَْیَلإِ  َّمُث  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  عَاتَمَ  مکُسِفُنأَ  یلَعَ  مْکُُیْغَب  امََّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  قّحَْلا  رِْیغَِب  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَوغُْبیَ  مْهُ  اذَإِ  مْهُاجَنأَ  آَّملَفَ  ﴾ 23﴿

نَوُلمَْعتَ مُتنکُ  امَِب  مکُُئّبنَُنفَ 

But when He delivers them, behold! They rebel in the earth unjustly. O mankind! . “ 23
.Your rebellion is against your own selves, an enjoyment of the life of this world

.” Then to Us is your return, and We shall inform you of what you used to do

Commentary: verse 23

But such neglectful people usually start bothering others and oppressing them on the

:earth, as soon as Allah saves them and leads them to safe shores. The verse says

. …” But when He delivers them, behold! They rebel in the earth unjustly “ 

Yet, the Qur’ān advises people to know that whatever oppression they commit and

whatever sort of deviation they have made from the right path, they themselves will

:pay its price. The verse says

,…” O mankind! Your rebellion is against your own selves “… 

The only thing that they may be able to do is to enjoy the life in this world for merely a
few days, and finally their eventual return will be towards Allah. It is at that time that

:they shall be informed of whatever they did in the world. The verse says

an enjoyment of the life of this world. Then to Us is your return, and We shall “… 
.” inform you of what you used to do
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ضُرْلأَا تِذَخـَأَ  آذَإِ  یَّتحَ  مُاعَْنلاَاوَ  سُاَّنلا  لُکُأْیَ  اَّمِم  ضِرْلاَا  تُابََن  هِِب  طَلَتَخْافَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  هُانَْلزَنأَ  ءٍآمَکَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  هِایَحَْلا  لُثـَمَ  امـََّنإِ  ﴾ 24﴿

لُصـِّفَُن کَِلذَکـَ  سِْملاَاِب  نَْغتَ  مَْل  ناَکَ  اًدیصـِحَ  اهَانَْلعَجَفَ  اًراهََن  وْأَ  لاًْیَل  اَنرُْمأَ  آهَاتَأَ  آهـَْیلَعَ  نَورُدِاقـَ  مْهَُّنأَ  آهـَُلهْأَ  َّنظَوَ  تْنََّیَّزاوَ  اهـَفَرُخْزُ 
نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِایَلاَا 

The likeness of the life of this world is just as the water which We send down from . “ 24
the sky, and the plants of the earth mingle with it whereof men and cattle eat, till

when the earth takes its ornament and is embellished, and its people imagine that

they have power over it, (but suddenly) Our command reaches it by night or by day,
and We make it stubble, as if it had not flourished the day before! Thus do We explain

.the Signs in detail for a people who reflect

Commentary: verse 24

In the foregoing verses allusion had been made to the lack of permanence in this

worldly life. In this holy verse this grave reality is depicted with an interesting example

so that He may remove the curtain of arrogance and negligence from the eyes of

:those who are neglectful and unjust. The verse says

The likeness of the life of this world is just as the water which We send down from “ 
, …” the sky

These life-providing drops fall on cultivable soil, making it possible for various plants

to grow, some of which are useful for man, and others that are useful for birds and

:beasts. The verse continues saying
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, …” and the plants of the earth mingle with it whereof men and cattle eat “… 

These plants, besides the nutritional qualities that they contain for living creatures,
.cover the earth’s surface and decorate it so that the earth finds its utmost beauty in it

It is at this time that the blossoms decorate the branches and the flowers bloom.
Nutritious grains and fruits show up gradually, dramatically depicting the full meaning

of the scene of life, thus rendering people’s hearts hopeful and their eyes full of joy.
This is done to the extent that people on the earth become certain that they can

benefit from the blessings of the plants and fruits as well as from their life-inducing

.grains

:The verse says

till when the earth takes its ornament and is embellished, and its people imagine “… 
, …” that they have power over it

All of a sudden, Allah’s command reaches them, ordering excessive cold, unexpected

heavy rains or strong thunderstorms to overwhelm and eradicate them all as if they

:never existed. The verse continues saying

but suddenly) Our command reaches it by night or by day, and We make it “… )
! …” stubble, as if it had not flourished the day before

:Towards the end of the verse, in order to emphasize further, Allah declares

.Thus do We explain the Signs in detail for a people who reflect “… 

****
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مٍیقِتَسُْم طٍارَصِ  یَلإِ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  يدِهْیَوَ  مِلاََّسلا  رِادَ  یَلإِ  ْاوعُدْیَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 25﴿

And Allah doth call mankind to the Abode of Peace and He guides whomever He . “ 25
.” Pleases unto the Straight path

Commentary: verse 25

The Arabic appellation /dār-us-Salām/ is one of the names of Paradise within which

nobody bears any grudge against another and where no quarrel, war, and

:exploitation takes place. The verse says

And Allah doth call mankind to the Abode of Peace and He guides whomever He “ 
.” Pleases unto the Straight path

The holy word “Peace” is Allah’s name, and “the Abode of Peace” signifies the

proximity of the divine blessings. It is the place where everyone’s words and

greetings consist of “peace”, and unto whom Allah also sends peace. The Qur’ān says:
(“Peace: a word from a Merciful Lord.” (Yāsīn, verse 58

Some Islamic traditions indicate that the way leads to the mastership (wilāyat) of

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.) and the Immaculate Imams, has been stated as the best

(example for the ‘Straight Path’. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān

We must note that the divine call is the symbol of His special favour towards His

servants. It embodies the safe passage of man in this world and the Hereafter, the

.first stage of which is transient while the second stage is permanent

Incidentally, the Straight Path is one which creates ‘peace’ for man not only in the

.Hereafter, but also creates peace for him in this world
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کَِئَلوُْا هٌَّلذِ  لاَوَ  رٌتَقَ  مْهُهَوجُوُ  قُهَرْیَ  لاَوَ  هٌدَایَزِوَ  ینَسْحُْلا  اوُنسَحْأَ  نَیذَِّلِل  ﴾ 26﴿

نَودُِلاخَ اهَیِف  مْهُ  هَِّنجَْلا  بُاحَصْأَ 

For those who do good, is a goodly (reward), and more (than this). Neither dust . “ 26
nor abasement shall over spread their faces. They are Companions of the Garden;

.” they will abide therein forever

Commentary: verse 26

The Arabic term /rahiqa/ signifies covering by force and the word /qatar/ means ‘dust’,
’. ‘smoke’ and ‘ashes

Bestowing incremental and extra rewards on the believers has repeatedly been

mentioned in the Qur’ān by the words /ziyadah/, /zi‘f/ and /’az‘āf/. Among them are the

following verses: “Whoever brings a good (deed), he shall have ten times its like, …”(1)
“… He will pay them their rewards fully and with bestow upon them more out of His

Grace.”(2) In addition to the complete reward, Allah also bestows upon them more for

partaking of his own virtue, there is a seven hundred-fold reward for giving charity for

Allah’s sake. “The likeness of those who spend their property in the way of Allah is as

the likeness of a grain (of corn) that grows seven ears, (with) a hundred grains in

every ear. And Allah multiplies (in abundance) for whom He wills; and Allah is All-
(Embracing, All-Knowing.”(3
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Imam Sādiq (a.s.) declares: “Every thing has its own system of measurement except

tears, a drop of which

extinguishes fires”. Then he (a.s.) said: “He who sheds tears for the sake of Allah, his

face will never confront darkness and humiliation,” and he recited: “Neither dust nor

(abasement shall overspread their face.”(1

Fadīl-bin-Yasār, has narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said that the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) declared; “There are no eyes which are soaked with tears for the fear

of Allah except that Allah forbids that body to be in the Fire of Hell. Were he to shed

(tears, his face would not be covered by the dust and abasement”.(2

At any rate, those who turn to other than Allah, have no excuses to make as Allah

(s.w.t.) simultaneously extends His invitation to man and, at the same time, leads him;

:He not only rewards but also rewards more and more. The verse says

For those who do good, is a goodly (reward), and more (than this). Neither dust nor “ 
abasement shall over spread their faces. They are Companions of the Garden; they

.” will abide therein forever

****
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لِْیَّلا نَِم  اًعطَِق  مْهُهُوجُوُ  تْیَشـِغُْا  آمََّنأَکَ  مٍصِاعـَ  نِْم  هَِّللا  نَِم  مهَُل  امـَ  هٌَّلذِ  مْهُقُهَرْتَوَ  اهـَِلْثمِِب  ِیسـَ  هٍئَّ ءُآزَجَ  ِیَّسلا  تِائـَّ اوُبسـَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 27﴿

نَودُِلاخَ اهَیِف  مْهُ  رِاَّنلا  بُاحَصْأَ  کَِئَلوُْا  اًمِلظْمَ 

And those who have earned evil will have a reward of like evil; and the dust of . “ 27
ignominy will cover them. No defender will they have from (the wrath of) Allah: as if
their faces had been covered with pieces from the darkness of night. They are

!” Companions of the Fire: they will abide therein forever

Commentary: verse 27

And those who have committed evil acts and sins will be punished accordingly in

proportion to their acts. They will be punished to the extent they deserve, not more,
for punishment beyond that which a person deserves is something inequitable (which

is far from the Divine Providence). On the other hand, the reward for good deeds

exceeds what one deserves and it is good to emanate from Allah. Therefore, the

objective meaning of the word “like”, in this verse, is nothing more and nothing less

:than one’s due. The verse says

; …” And those who have earned evil will have a reward of like evil “ 

The Qur’ānic phrase /wa tar haqahum ŏillah/ signifies that such sinners will be

humiliated and become debased, for punishment is coupled with degradation. The

:verse continues saying

. …” and the dust of ignominy will cover them “… 
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Then the verse implies that there are no guards and obstacles to hinder the

:punishment of Allah from them. It says

:…” No defender will they have from (the wrath of) Allah “… 

The obscurity reflected on their faces would be to such an extent that one would

imagine that parts of the darkness of the night had cast their shadow, one after

.another, over them

:The verse says

. …” as if their faces had been covered with pieces from the darkness of night “… 

They shall be coupled with the Hell Fire and will eternally remain within its flames. The

:verse concludes saying

!” They are Companions of the Fire: they will abide therein forever “… 

****
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مَوْیَوَ ﴾ 28﴿

نَودُُبْعتَ اَناَّیإِ  مُْتنکُ  اَّم  مهُؤُآکَرَشُ  لَاقَوَ  مْهُنَْیَب  انَْلَّیزَفَ  مْکُؤُآکَرَشُوَ  مُْتنأَ  مْکَُناکَمَ  اوکُرَشْأَ  نَیذَِّلِل  لُوقَُن  َّمُث  اًعیمِجَ  مْهُرُشُحَْن 

And the Day We shall muster them all, then We shall say to those who associated . “ 28
others (with Us): ‘Get you to your place! You and your associates’, then We shall set a
space between them, and their associates shall say: ‘It was not us (indeed) that you

!’ ” used to worship

Commentary: verse 28

This verse also follows the previous discussions on the issue of the origin of existence

.and the Resurrection and the situation of the polytheists

At first, the Qur’ān warns all to remember the Day when Allah will assemble all His

:subjects and make them rise from the dead. The verse says

, …” And the Day We shall muster them all “ 

Then He will declare unto the polytheists to stay in their place together with their idols

:so that He may examine their account. It continues saying

then We shall say to those who associated others “… 

(: …” with Us)

The Qur’ān informs that Allah will separate these two groups from each other; i.e. the

worshippers and the worshipped ones, and He will question each individual

separately, as it is usual with all courts that they investigate each person separately.
:The verse says

Get you to your place! You and your associates’, then We shall set a space “… ‘
, …” between them
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Allah may ask the idol-worshippers why they worshipped idols along with Allah (s.w.t.),
and He will also ask the idols why they permitted such an act to occur, that they

.allowed the polytheists to worship them

It is at this time that those things that were worshipped as idols will speak, saying to

them that they never worshipped idols. In actual fact, they worshipped the creation of

:their own imaginations, whims and passions. The verse says

!’ ” and their associates shall say: ‘It was not us (indeed) that you used to worship “… 

****
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نَیِلِفاغََل مْکُِتدَابَعِ  نْعَ  اَّنکُ  نإِ  مْکُنَْیَبوَ  انَنَْیَب  اًدیهِشَ  هَِّللاِب  یفَکَفَ  ﴾ 29﴿

Allah is a sufficient witness between us and you: we certainly were Unaware of . “ 29
(.” your worship (of us

Commentary: verse 29

In the previous verse, those things worshipped were saying that the polytheists did

.not worship them. Here, they declare that they were unaware of their worship

:The verse says

Allah is a sufficient witness between us and you: we certainly were Unaware of your “ 
(.” worship (of us

Consequently, whatever act of worship is performed without the knowledge of the

.worshipped is null and void

Incidentally, there are numerous allusions made to the hatred and disavowal of those

objects worshipped from the polytheists and their deeds in the Qur’ān, i.e., Sura Al-
.Furqān, No. 25, verse 17, and Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 63

****
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نَورُتَْفیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  مهُْنعَ  َّلضَوَ  قّحَْلا  مُهُلاَوْمَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  اوُّدرُوَ  تْفَلَسْأَ  آمَ  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  اوُلْبتَ  کَِلانَهُ  ﴾ 30﴿

There will every soul realize (the reward of) the deeds it sent aforetime, and they . “ 30
will be brought back to Allah, their true Lord, and that which they used to fabricate

.” (the false deities) will vanish (away) from them

Commentary: verse 30

The Day of Resurrection is the day on which the worldly test results are received. The

:verse says

, …” There will every soul realize (the reward of) the deeds it sent aforetime “ 

.The true Lord is Allah and any other than Him, whatever it may be, is absurd

:The verse says

, …” and they will be brought back to Allah, their true Lord “… 

The Resurrection pertains to all men. And the false effects of the worshipped will be

:wiped out. The verse continues saying

and that which they used to fabricate (the false deities) will vanish (away) from “… 
.” them

.All existence has its origin in Him, and the final destination will be towards Him, too

****
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Section 4: The Divine Gifts

Point

A few of the Divine gifts given in the physical body of man are referred to – The

idolaters asked to make their own made gods effect a creation – The Qur’ān a Book

.from Allah

نمَوَ یّحَْلا  نَِم  تَِّیمَْلا  جُرِخُْیوَ  تِّیمَْلا  نَِم  َّیحَْلا  جُرِخُْی  نمَوَ  رَاصَْبلاَاوَ  عَمَّْسلا  کُِلمْیَ  نَّمأَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  مکُُقزُرْیَ  نمَ  لُْق  ﴾ 31﴿

نَوقَُّتتَ لافَأَ  لْقُفَ  هَُّللا  نَوُلوقُیَسَفَ  رَْملاَا  رُِّبدَُی 

Say: “Who provides you (sustenance) from the sky and from the earth? Or who . “ 31
possesses hearing and sight? And who brings forth the living from the dead and

brings forth the dead from the living? And, who administrates (every) affair? They will

?’ ” soon say: ‘Allah’. Then, say: ‘Will you not then keep from evil

Commentary: verse 31

There have been said same examples of Allah’s bringing forth the living from the dead

and the dead from the living, among which one might cite the case of the human

sperm leading to human beings and human seed from human beings, the chicken

from the egg and egg from the chicken, plants from seeds, and seeds from plants;

socially - righteous children from corrupt parents and corrupt children from worthy

.parents

In this verse there are hints regarding the existence of the Lord and His right of being

.worshipped
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At first, the holy Qur’ān addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) implying to tell those

polytheists and idol-worshippers, that who are going astray, who is it that provides

?nourishment for you in the sky and on the earth

:The verse says

? …” Say: “Who provides you (sustenance) from the sky and from the earth “ 

Definitely, the earth provides nourishment for the roots of plants by means of its

nutritious substances. It is probably for this reason that the above verse refers to the

.nourishing substances coming from the sky and later from the earth

Later, the verse refers to two of man’s most important senses, namely seeing and

hearing, without which man’s acquisition of knowledge would have been impossible.
It tells him to ask them who is He Who is the Creator of their eyes and ears and

:reinforces these two senses of theirs. The verse says

? …” Or who possesses hearing and sight “… 

Then it brings up the two phenomena of death and life which are the most peculiar

:ones in the realm of creation. It says

And who brings forth the living from the dead and brings forth the deed from the “…

? …” living

This is the very issue confronted by scientists and the learned men of the natural

sciences as well as biologists, amazing them that how living creatures spring from

.inanimate objects

The meaning of the above verse includes material as well as spiritual death and life,
for one can see intelligent, honest and faithful men sometimes born to parents who

.are corrupt and faithless, and vice versa

Then it adds implying that Who is He who rules and regulates all worldly affairs? The

:verse says
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? …” And, who administrates (every) affair “…
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In fact, the verse at first talks about the creation of the blessings and then it speaks

.about the guardian and administrator of these blessings

After putting forth these three questions, the holy Qur’ān immediately declares that

:they will soon answer in reply that it is Allah. The verse says

’. …” They will soon say: ‘Allah “… 

One may infer from the above sentence that even the polytheists, infidels and idol-
worshippers during the “Age of Ignorance” considered Allah as the sole Creator,
Sustainer, Giver of Life as well as the Administrator and Maintainer of the world of

.existence

And at the end of the verse the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been commanded to ask them:
:why they did not take the path of virtue. It says

?’ ” Then, say: ‘Will you not then keep from evil “… 

****
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لُلاََّضلا َّلاإِ  قِّحَْلا  دَْعَب  اذَامَفَ  ُّقحَْلا  مُکُُّبرَ  هَُّللا  مُکُِلذَفَ  ﴾ 32﴿

نَوُفرَصُْت یَّناَفَ 

Such then is Allah, your true Lord; and what is apart from the Truth but error? . “ 32
?” How then are you turned away

Commentary: verse 32

After explaining some of the symbols of the signs of the magnitude and the prudence

of Allah (s.w.t.) in the heavens and the earth, and through this, appealing to the

conscience and intellect of the opponents by which they confessed to it, He decisively

declares in this verse that this is Allah, your true Creator, not the idols or other beings

you have considered as partners with Allah for the sake of worship in front of which

:you bow down. The verse says

? …” Such then is Allah, your true Lord; and what is apart from the Truth but error “ 

Concluding these remarks, the Qur’ān implies: now that you have come to clearly

know the truth, do you not realize that you are certain of being misled if you take any

?path other than the truth

How can you turn away from worshipping Allah despite your knowledge that there is
:no one else worthy to be worshipped? The verse says

?” How then are you turned away “… 

This verse in fact, offers us a clear logical way for knowing the wrong and abandoning

it. This way is that: one must first try to know the truth by way of his own conscience

and reasoning. After the cognition of the truth, one must abandon whatever is

contrary to the truth or other than the truth, because they are those things that

.mislead
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نَوُنِمؤُْی مْهَُّنأَ لا  اوقُسَفَ  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  کَِّبرَ  تُمَِلکَ  تَّْقحَ  کَِلذَکَ  ﴾ 33﴿

Thus is the Word of your Lord proved true against those who did wrong, that they . “ 33
.” will not believe

Commentary: verse 33

Breaking the laws of Allah and committing sins provide the grounds for infidelity and in
:this way man makes Allah’s wrath upon himself inevitable. The verse says

, …” Thus is the Word of your Lord proved true against those who did wrong “ 

This is the direct result of their continuous indecency which may darken their hearts

and pollute their spirits to the extent that they cannot see the enlightening state of

:the truth, and thus they go astray. The verse continues saying

.” that they will not believe “… 

****
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هُدُیعُِی َّمُث  قَْلخَْلا  اؤُدَْبیَ  نمَ  مکُِئآکَرَشُ  نِم  لْهَ  لُْق  ﴾ 34﴿

هُدُیعُِی َّمُث  قَْلخَْلا  اؤُدَْبیَ  هَُّللا  لُِق 

نَوکُفَؤُْت یَّناَفَ 

Say: ‘Is there any of your partners (whom you ascribe unto Allah) one (that) can . “ 34
originate creation, then bring it back again?’ Say: ‘(Only) Allah originates creation, then

(?’” brings it back again; then how are you turned away (from the Truth

Commentary: verse 34

The Qur’ān asks whether those whom you consider as Allah’s partners are able to

create and then annihilate that creation and recreate it again in the same way that

Allah is able to do. The polytheists know that creation is solely in Allah’s Power. Then,
:why is it that they again weave false stories and lie? The verse declares

Say: ‘Is there any of your partners (whom you ascribe unto Allah) one (that) can “ 
originate creation, then bring it back again?’ Say: ‘(Only) Allah originates creation, then

(?’” brings it back again; then how are you turned away (from the Truth

****
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نأَ َّلآإِ  ي  دّهِیَ َّلا  نمَ  مْأَ  عَبََّتُی  نأَ  ُّقحَأَ  قِّحَْلا  یَلإِ  ي  دِهْیَ نمَفَأَ  قِّحَْلِل  يدِهْیَ  هَُّللا  لُِق  قِّحَْلا  یَلإِ  ي  دِهْیَ نمَ  مکُِئآکَرَشُ  نِم  لْهَ  لْق  ﴾ 35﴿

نَومُکُحْتَ فَْیکَ  مْکَُل  امَفَ  يدَهُْی 

Say: ‘Is there any of your partners (whom you ascribe unto Allah) one that leads . “ 35
towards the Truth? Say: ‘(Only) Allah leads unto the Truth. Is then He Who leads unto

the Truth more worthy to be followed, or he who does not go aright (himself) unless

?’ ” he is guided? What then is the matter with you? How do you judge

Commentary: verse 35

The Qur’ān asks once again implying that who provides the living with life and leads

them while managing their material and spiritual lives, it self Is He your sole Allah, or

:are the idols? The verse says

Say: ‘Is there any of your partners (whom you ascribe unto Allah) one that leads “ 
? …” towards The Truth

Then, the Qur’ān, answers that it is the Creator Who guides us and has bestowed on

us intellect, ears and eyes, providing the living with instincts which help them manage

their affairs in their own interests. Thus, despite all this: Is it appropriate for us to

submit ourselves to idols which cannot lead us? How is it that the worshippers of idols

submit and surrender to such things which are neither able to guide anyone nor have

:they the potentiality of being led? The verse continues saying

Say: ‘(Only) Allah leads unto The Truth. Is then He Who leads unto the Truth more “… 
worthy to be followed, or

he who does not go aright (himself) unless he is guided? What then is the matter with

?you

?’ ” How do you judge
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نَوُلعَْفیَ امَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  اًئْیشَ  قِّحَْلا  نَِم  یِنْغُی  َّنَّظلا لا  َّنإِ  اًّنظَ  َّلاإِ  مْهُرُثَکْأَ  عُِبَّتیَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 36﴿

And most of them follow nothing but conjecture: truly, conjecture can be of no . “ 36
.” avail against the Truth. Verily Allah is well aware of what they do

Commentary: verse 36

Thus the reason for their being misled and misguided is that they follow their own

conjectures and their own corrupt speculations. Conjectures will never lead us to the

.Truth and to Reality. Following conjectures only results in the doing of indecencies

:The verse says

And most of them follow nothing but conjecture: truly, conjecture can be of no avail “ 
. …” against The Truth

What is of real value is “knowledge”. Sound conjecture and confidence, if based on

proper solid grounds is valuable, i.e. those conjectures deducted from the apparent

words of the holy verses (and quotations) derived from the Allah’s commandments

which are practiced by Islamic jurisprudents (Fuqahā’) in even the minute details of

.problems

:The verse says

.” Verily Allah is well aware of what they do “… 

However, conjectures in the realm of ideas, if they are rooted in pursuing the vain

way of one’s ancestors or fanaticism based on ignorance are groundless, and hence,
.are of no avail

****

p: 73

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4049 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیمَِلاعَْلا بِّرَ  نِم  هِیِف  بَْیرَ  بِاتَکِْلا لاَ  لَیصِْفتَوَ  هِْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  يذَِّلا  قَیدِصْتَ  نکَِلوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  يرَتَْفُی  نأَ  نُاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 37﴿

And this Qur’ān is not such as to be produced by other than Allah; but it is a . “ 37
confirmation of (revelations) that went before it, and a (clear) explanation of the Book,

.” wherein there is no doubt, from the Lord of the Worlds

Commentary: verse 37

The comprehensive nature of the Qur’ān and its contents are such that any kind of

unsound allegation ascribed to it and relating it to other than Allah (s.w.t.) is

:unreasonable. The holy verse says

And this Qur’ān is not such as to be produced by other than Allah; but it is a “ 
, …” confirmation of (revelations) that went before it

All heavenly Books confirm each other; their differences lie only in the conciseness

:and detail of their contents. The verse continues saying

and a (clear) explanation of the Book, wherein there is no doubt, from the Lord of “… 
.” the Worlds

****
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نَیِقدِاصَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  ِم  نّ مُتْعطَتَسْا  نِمَ  اوعُدْاوَ  هِِلْثِم  هٍرَوسُِب  اوُتأْفَ  لُْق  هُارَتَْفا  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْأَ  ﴾ 38﴿

Or they say, ‘He has forged it.’ Say: ‘Bring then a Sura like unto it, and call (to your . “ 38
!’” aid) anyone you can, besides Allah, if you are truthful

Commentary: verse 38

The Qur’ān has reiterated on several occasions that the words of Allah (the Qur’ān)
are miracles because of the inability of man and jinn to present something similar, and

it has presented this challenge to both of them. Among the verses that testify to this

fact, one may cite verse 13 of the Sura Hūd. Despite the fact that Islam has had

millions of opponents throughout history and still has such enemies, and they have

striven to weaken the Qur’ān and defeat Islam, carrying out intensive activities in the

process, yet this confident challenge of the Qur’ān has been left unanswered and will

.continue to be so until the Day of Resurrection

Since we are dealing with setting the dimensions and the definition of the Qur’ān, we

.will now point out some aspects of this divine miracle

It distills extensive and profound wisdom into concise words. For instance, . 1
regarding the relationship of man and woman, it comments: “They (your wives) are a
clothing for you and you are a clothing for them.’(1) To explain the fragility and

vulnerability of the non-divine powers, it likens them to a spider’s web or declares

that they are unable to create even a
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gnat. It says: “… verily those whom you call upon besides Allah cannot create a gnat.
(…”(1

Its profundity and the sweetness of words do not render it monotonous even if it . 2
may be read over and again for more than thousand times; on the contrary, each

.time it is studied it presents new messages

Its harmony of words is especially outstanding and if a Qur’ānic verse is placed . 3
.among other Arabic texts or passages it can be easily distinguished from them

The comprehensive nature of the Qur’ān: It includes reasoning and demonstration . 4
to citing examples from worldly affairs to the life in hereafter, and also the facts

.concerning family problems, legal, political, military, ethical, historical teachings etc

Its realism: Its contents are not based upon conjecture; even its stories are . 5
.documented and real

The universal and all-embracing nature of the Qur’ān: All people will benefit from it . 6
at all levels and in all places regardless of whenever or wherever they are; it is not a

.Book particular to a special time, place, or people

The eternal effect of the Qur’ān: The older the age of humanity and the more the . 7
.sciences progress the more of its secrets are discovered

Its ever-increasing and its everlasting development: Despite having an increasing . 8
number of enemies and the growing number of attacks launched against it during its

.history, it has not only survived but also it has secured the highest station
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It is an ever-existing miracle by itself. A miracle that is available to all and is . 9
.composed of the kind of words that put it at everyone’s disposal

.It is both a miracle and a Book of commandments and legal codes . 10

.It is a token from an illiterate man from a region deprived of literacy . 11

Nothing has been added to it or deducted from it and it has been kept intact from . 12
distortion. The Qur’ān puts forth the simplest challenge, of calling people to present a

:Sura like it, to prove its being miraculous. It declares

, …” Or they say, ‘He has forged it.’ Say: ‘Bring then a Sura like unto it “ 

The Qur’ān is a miracle not only in its entirety but also every one of its suras proves

the same. This challenge of the Qur’ān is not confined to a specific time and place. It

will stand unanswered all over the globe until the end of the life of mankind and the

Day of Resurrection. The Qur’ān’s challenge is not only issued to the common people,
on the contrary, it is issued to all of mankind, including: jurisconsults, men of letters,

:and geniuses. It continues saying

,and call (to your aid) anyone you can, besides Allah “… 

!’” if you are truthful

****
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نَیمِِلاَّظلا هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُنافَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  بََّذکَ  کَِلذَکَ  هُُلیوِأْتَ  مْهِِتأْیَ  اَّمَلوَ  هِمِْلعِِب  اوطُیحُِی  مَْل  امَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  لَْب  ﴾ 39﴿

Nay, they belied that which they comprehended not with the knowledge of it, . “ 39
which whose interpretation has not yet come to them. Even thus did belie those

.” before them, see then what was the end of the unjust ones

Commentary: verse 39

The opponents of the prophets have often had two reasons for their dissidence

throughout history, one of which was due to their ignorance and the other to their lack

of knowledge and intellectual appreciation of the glorious Qur’ān as well as the other

:heavenly Books. It says

Nay, they belied that which they comprehended not with the knowledge of it, which “ 
whose interpretation has not yet come to them. Even thus did belie those before

, …” them

They rejected the Qur’ān before they knew the truth about it and had not grasped

command of its interpretation and meaning; because it was fundamentally against

their ancestral religion. Hence, as to the eventual fate of the oppressors, the verse

:continues saying

.” see then what was the end of the unjust ones “… 

****
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نَیدِسِْفمُْلاِب مُلَعْأَ  کَُّبرَوَ  هِِب  نُِمؤُْی  نمَ لا  مهُْنِموَ  هِِب  نُِمؤُْی  نَّم  مهُْنِموَ  ﴾ 40﴿

And some of them believe in it and some of them do not believe in it; and your . “ 40
.” Lord knows best the mischief makers

Commentary: verse 40

A leader must not expect everyone to believe in his way. He must lead them on to the

Right Path and if they do not follow, he can only let them wait for the divine

.punishment

:The verse says

And some of them believe in it and some of them do not believe in it; and your Lord “ 
.” knows best the mischief makers
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Section 5: Every People had an Apostle from Allah

Point

The rejecters of the Truth and their punishment – Every people had an apostle from

.Allah

نَوُلمَْعتَ اَّمِم  ءٌيرَب  ْاَنأَوَ  لُمَعْأَ  آَّمِم  نَوُئیرَِب  مُتنأَ  مْکُُلمَعَ  مْکَُلوَ  یِلمَعَ  یِل  لقُفَ  كَوُبَّذکَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 41﴿

And if they belie you, say: ‘For me is my work and for you is your work. You are . “ 41
’.” quit of what I do, and I am quit of what you do

Commentary: verse 41

A leader must prepare himself for a party of the people to oppose him, and he must

not feel defeated when he is confronted the rejecters because he will benefit from

the guidance he provides them under every circumstance. Opponents also will meet

their fate, resulting from their rejection and obstinacy. The winner in this scene will be

:the one who provides guidance. The verse says

. …” And if they belie you, say: ‘For me is my work and for you is your work “ 

Incidentally, Islam is the religion of reason and ethics; it is not a religion of

reconciliation with the idolaters. Were they not to answer the call of Allah (s.w.t.), you

should express your abhorrence towards their ideas and behaviour. The verse

:continues saying

’.” You are quit of what I do, and I am quit of what you do “…
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نَوُلقِْعیَ اوُناکَ لا  وَْلوَ  َّمُّصلا  عُمِسُْت  تَناَفَأَ  کَْیَلإِ  نَوعُمِتَسْیَ  نمَ  مهُْنِموَ  ﴾ 42﴿

And (when you recite the Qur’ān) some of them (pretend to) listen to you, but can . “ 42
?” you make the deaf to hear, even though they are without understanding

Commentary: verse 42

The Qur’ān addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and implies that when you are reading

the Qur’ān and teaching the Divine commandments, there are some people who

listen to you but do not accept what you have to say and do not reflect upon them.
And there are some people who look toward you and take your guidance,
contemplating and paying more attention to the symbols of your appointment to

:prophecy, yet they do not testify them. The verse says

, …” And (when you recite the Qur’ān) some of them (pretend to) listen to you “ 

Then the verse implies whether he is able to make himself be heard when he as faced

with those who are deaf, especially, when in addition to being deaf reason does not

prevail. For a deaf wise man may sometimes pay attention to reasoning. The verse

:continues saying

?” but can you make the deaf to hear, even though they are without understanding “… 

****
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نَورُصِْبُی اوُناکَ لا  وَْلوَ  یَمعُْلا  يدِهْتَ  تَناَفَأَ  کَْیَلإِ  رُظُنیَ  نمَ  مهُْنِموَ  ﴾ 43﴿

And some of them look at you, but can you guide the blind even though they will . “ 43
(?” not see (inwardly

Commentary: verse 43

Not all kinds of observation always take place with insight and not every observer is
attracted by the truth. Even the prophets could not affect those who were blind-
hearted. That is why the Qur’ān inquires whether he wish to be able to guide a blind

man who is not only blind but also is lacking in insight; in addition to his blindness. The

:verse says

And some of them look at you, but can you guide the blind even though they will not “ 
(?” see (inwardly

The objective of this question is that such people lack wisdom and insight like the deaf

and the blind from the point of view of their obstinacy in accepting the truth and

.adhering to it

****
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نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُنأَ  سَاَّنلا  َّنکَِلوَ  اًئْیشَ  سَاَّنلا  مُِلظْیَ  هََّللا لاَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 44﴿

Verily Allah does not any injustice to people but people to their own selves do . “ 44
.” injustice

Commentary: verse 44

Allah has sent the best school, the best Book and the best leader for the people. If

they do not accept them, they in fact inflict oppression upon themselves. That is, Allah

does not hinder anyone from benefiting from the Qur’ān and other divine proofs.
However, it is the people themselves who allow themselves to be oppressed because

of abandoning their reason, and therefore, they make themselves deserving for

:retribution. The verse says

Verily Allah does not any injustice to people but people to their own selves do “ 
.” injustice
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نَیدِتَهُْم اوُناکَ  امَوَ  هَِّللا  ءِآقَِلِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  رَسِخَ  دْقَ  مْهُنَْیَب  نَوُفرَاعَتَیَ  رِاهََّنلا  نَِم  هًعَاسَ  َّلاإ  اوُثبَْلیَ  مَْل  نأَک  مْهُرُشُحْیَ  مَوْیَوَ  ﴾ 45﴿

And on the Day He will muster them, as if they had tarried but an hour of the day, . “ 45
they will recognize each other. Those will verily have perished who denied the

.” meeting with Allah and were not guided a right

Commentary: verse 45

The greatness of the Day of Judgment is such that ones entire life prior to it will seem

as if it lasted only a short time. The Qur’ān commands us to remember the Day when

Allah will make them all rise from the dead and assemble them and they will have a
feeling that their entire lives in this world had not exceeded more than one single day,
so much that they would get to see and to know one another. The verse in this regard

:says

And on the Day He will muster them, as if they had tarried but an hour of the day, “ 
. …” they will recognize each other

Therefore, the real losers are those people whose negation of the Resurrection

deprives them from the eternal benefits of the life of Hereafter, and are content with

worldly pleasures. On the contrary, the believers enjoy both worldly divine blessings

:and a share in the Hereafter as well. The verse continues saying

Those will verily have perished who denied the meeting with Allah and were not “… 
.” guided a right
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نَوُلعَْفیَ امَ  یلَعَ  دٌیهِشَ  هَُّللا  َّمُث  مْهُعُجِرْمَ  انَْیَلإِفَ  کََّنیََّفوَتََن  وْأَ  مْهُدُعَِن  يذَِّلا  ضَْعَب  کََّنیَرُِن  اَّمإِو  ﴾ 46﴿

Whether We show you (realized in your lifetime) some part of what We promise . “ 46
them, or We take your soul, to Us is their return. Then Allah is witness to (all) what

.” they do

Commentary: verse 46

The punishment of some of the infidels took place during the Bādr, Hunayn, Ahzāb

and the conquest of Mecca. After the death of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Allah’s Power is
.extended to apply punishment upon those who deserve it

Therefore, Allah takes note of the acts of the disbelievers and punishes them,
whether at the present time or at other times. Hence, Muslims need not despair

:because of the delay in the Divine Judgment concerning these people. The verse says

Whether We show you (realized in your lifetime) some part of what We promise “ 
, …” them, or We take your soul

At any rate, the return of all beings terminates in Him and nobody is able to flee the

:divine court of justice. The holy verse continues saying

.” to Us is their return. Then Allah is witness to (all) what they do “… 

****
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نَومُلَظُْی مْهُوَ لاَ  طِسْقِْلاِب  مهُنَْیَب  یضُِق  مْهُُلوسُرَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِفَ  لٌوسُرَ  هٍَّمُا  لّکُِلوَ  ﴾ 47﴿

And for every people there is a Messenger. Then when their Messenger comes, . “ 47
(on the Day of Judgment), the matter will be judged between them with justice, and

.” they will not be dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 47

That is, for every group which follows a prescribed Path and has a common religion,
like the nation (ummah) of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), the nation of Moses (a.s.) and that of

Jesus (a.s.), there is a messenger and a prophet, whom Allah (s.w.t.) has appointed for

.them and has commissioned them to convey His message

And when their prophet came and successfully conveyed His message, some denied

him and others accepted him, and those who denied and refuted Him met their

:destruction and those who were believers were saved. The verse says

And for every people there is a Messenger. Then when their Messenger comes, (on “ 
the Day of Judgment), the matter will be judged between them with justice, and they

.” will not be dealt with unjustly
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نَیِقدِاصَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  دُعْوَْلا  اذَهَ  یتَمَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  ﴾ 48﴿

?’” They say: ‘When will this promise be, if you are truthful . “ 48

Commentary: verse 48

The idolaters, ridiculing the prophets (a.s.), used to ask them that if they were right,
when the time would come for Allah’s punishment. This humiliating way of asking

questions was a sort of reinforcement for those individuals who might be affected by

them. However, in order to realize that an action will occur, should one necessarily

.know it’s timing

:The verse says

?’” They say: ‘When will this promise be, if you are truthful “ 
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نَوُمدِْقتَسْیَلاوَ هًعَاسَ  نَورُخِأْتَسْیَ  لاَفَ  مْهُُلجَأَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِ  لٌجَأَ  هٍَّمُا  لِّکُِل  هَُّللا  ءَآشَ  امَ  َّلاإِ  اًعْفَن  لاوَ  اًرّضَ  یسِْفنَِل  کُِلْمأَ  لُق لآ  ﴾ 49﴿

Say: ‘I do not possess any harm or profit for myself except as Allah wills. To every . “ 49
people is a term appointed. When their term comes, then they shall neither put (it) off

(.’” an hour, nor hasten (it

Commentary: verse 49

Facing this question, Allah orders His Prophet to provide them with an answer in

several ways. The first step is that he should tell them that the timing for such a thing

is not at his disposal. He is not the author or proprietor of any profit or loss for himself

.(much less for them) except those ordained or predetermined by Him

:The verse says

. …” Say: ‘I do not possess any harm or profit for myself except as Allah wills “ 

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) should announce that he is His sole and only Messenger and

.Prophet. It is He who fixes the timing of the punishment which is within His power

The above sentence alludes to the unity of actions which pre-supposes that all and

every thing in this world eventually returns to Him, and when deviators are being

.punished with His justice, it is He Who sets the course of action

Obviously, this does not contradict the stipulation that Allah has bestowed upon us

powers and abilities by which we are entitled to partly gain or lose and to be able to

.make decisions regarding our own destiny

Then, the Qur’ān, referring to another issue, declares that each community and every

tribe has a predetermined time of
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death and a point of its termination, which, when it comes, there will be no delay or

:advancement in its occurrence. The verse continues saying

To every people is a term appointed. When their term comes, then they shall “… 
(.’” neither put (it) off an hour, nor hasten (it

In fact, the Qur’ān warns the polytheists not to hasten and jump unduly to

.conclusions. When the timing of their death comes no delays or advances will happen

****
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نَوُمرِجْ - مُْلا هُْنِم  لُجِْعتَسْیَ  اذَامَ  اًراهََن  وْأَ  اًتایََب  هُُباذَعَ  مْکُاتَأَ  نْإِ  مُْتْیأَرَأَ  لُْق  ﴾ 50﴿

Say: ‘Have you considered? If His punishment comes upon you by night or by day, . “ 50
?’” what portion of it will the sinners wish to hasten

Commentary: verse 50

The Qur’ān raises the third answer in this verse. It orders the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell

the infidels that it is not improbable for Allah’s punishment to come to them during the

day-time or at night. Then, are they in a position to repel such a sudden punishment

:from themselves? The verse says

Say: ‘Have you considered? If His punishment comes upon you by night or by day, “ 
?’” what portion of it will the sinners wish to hasten

.In this case, under what pretexts do the culprits and sinners make haste

Upon this meaning, Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 71 says: “And they say: ‘when will this

?’” threat come to pass, if you are truthful

****
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نَوُلجِْعتَستَ هِِب  مُتنکُ  دْقَوَ  نَلاَآءَ  هِِب  مُتنمَاءَ  عَقَوَ  امَ  اذَإِ  َّمُثأَ  ﴾ 51﴿

Is it when it (the punishment) comes to pass, you will believe in it? Ah! Now? And . “ 51
?” you wanted (aforetime) to hasten it on

Commentary: verse 51

The Qur’ān provides the fourth answer for them in this noble verse, asking them

whether they intend to believe in Him once the punishment emerges. (Faith

established under such circumstances is fruitless). They would be told implying that:
‘Now, that the punishment has come, you have faith and supplicate and you repent

.’ while before this you were ridiculing and were hastily asking for the punishment

:The verse says

Is it when it (the punishment) comes to pass, you will believe in it? Ah! Now? And you “ 
?” wanted (aforetime) to hasten it on

****
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نَوُبسِکْتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب  َّلاإِ  نَوْزَجُْت  لْهَ  دِْلخُْلا  بَاذَعَ  اوُقوذُ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلِل  لَیِق  َّمُث  ﴾ 52﴿

Then it will be said to those who were unjust: ‘Taste you the enduring . “ 52
?’” punishment! Are you requited aught save what you used to earn

Commentary: verse 52

Those who have oppressed themselves will be told on the Day of Resurrection that

they should suffer eternal punishment in the Hereafter following their sufferings

:afflictions in the world. The verse declares

Then it will be said to those who were unjust: ‘Taste you the enduring punishment! “ 
?’” Are you requited aught save what you used to earn

It signifies that they have been called to accept the truth and they have been guided,
.after firm proofs were offered to them, removing all their pretexts and excuses

They will be told that: they kept on insisting upon their infidelity and denial, and not

abandoning their misleading course. Now, it is time for they to receive punishment for

.their acts

The reason why the term “taste” has been employed in connection with suffering

.punishment is that this sense has a stronger effect on man than the other senses

****
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نَیزِجِْعمُِب مُتنأَ  آمَوَ  ٌّقحََل  هَُّنإِ  یّبرَوَ  يإِ  لُْق  وَهُ  ٌّقحَأَ  کََنوُئِبْنتَسْیَوَ  ﴾ 53﴿

And they ask you to inform them saying: ‘Is that true?’ Say: ‘You! by my Lord! . “ 53
(’.” Verily it is the truth; and you cannot frustrate (Him

Commentary: verse 53

The words in the foregoing holy verses were about the punishment and suffering of

the wrongdoers both in this world and in the world hereafter. This verse also follows

.that same topic

At first, the Qur’ān implies that the wrongdoers and the idolaters regard the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) with astonishment as to whether the promise of the divine punishment in this

:world and the Hereafter is true. The verse says

?’…” And they ask you to inform them saying: ‘Is that true“

Allah commands His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to answer them emphatically saying that his

answer is positive and he swears by his Lord that this is a reality and there is no doubt

.about it

And if they think, they can escape the divine punishment, they have committed a

grave mistake, for they will never be able (to prevent it) and make Him unable to act.
:The verse continues saying

(’.” Say: ‘You! by my Lord! Verily it is the truth; and you cannot frustrate (Him “… 

****
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Section 6: The Divine Mercy Precedes the Wrath

Point

All things of this world put together will not be accepted as ransom for any guilty one –
The Qur’ān is an exhortation, cure for the internal diseases, a Guidance and a Mercy

for Mankind

نَومُلَظُْی مْهُوَ لا  طِسْقِْلاِب  مهُنَْیَب  یضُِقوَ  بَاذَعَْلا  اوُأَرَ  اَّمَل  هَمَادََّنلا  اوُّرسَأَوَ  هِِب  تْدَتَْفلا  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  امَ  تْمَلَظَ  سٍْفَن  لّکُِل  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 54﴿

And if every soul that has done injustice had all that is on earth, he would . “ 54
assuredly give it in ransom, and they declare (their) remorse when they see the

Penalty. But the judgment between them will be with justice, and they will not be dealt

.” with unjustly

Commentary: verse 54

The proper magnitude of this punishment is particularly emphasized in this verse

concerning the Day of Judgment, where it implies that the divine punishment is so

awe-inspiring and horrible that if each of the oppressors owned the entire wealth of

the world, he would have paid all of it so as to be relieved from the harsh punishment

:awaiting him. The verse says

And if every soul that has done injustice had all that is on earth, he would assuredly “ 
, …” give it in ransom

In fact they are ready to offer the greatest bribes imaginable in order to relieve

themselves from the divine chastisement
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and to diminish the slightest possible portion of His punishment. However, it will never

.be accepted from them

Some of these Divine punishments are particularly spiritual in nature; that is, when

they behold the punishment, they would declare their regret(1). The verse continues

:saying

. …” and they declare (their) remorse when they see the Penalty “… 

Then the Qur’ān stresses that despite everything, justice will prevail and will be

administered fairly among them and no oppression will be inflicted upon them. The

:verse says

But the judgment between them will be with justice, and they will not be dealt with “… 
.” unjustly

****
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نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُرَثَکْأَ لاَ  َّنکَِلوَ  ٌّقحَ  هَِّللا  دَعْوَ  َّنإِ  لآأَ  ضِرْلأَاو  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  هَِّلِل  َّنإِ  لآأَ  ﴾ 55﴿

!Behold . “ 55

!Verily to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. Behold

.” Verily, Allah’s promise is true, but most of them do not know

Commentary: verse 55

Then for the reason that people may consider these Divine promises and threats

seriously and know that Allah is not unable to do such things, the Qur’ān says that

whatsoever is in the heavens and on the earth are His, His Lordship and His realm of

administration encompasses the world of existence in its entirety and no one can be

:excluded from His zone of jurisdiction. The verse says

!Behold “ 

. …” Verily to Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth

And again, beware that Allah’s promise (concerning punishment of the wrongdoers) is
just, though many people (whose unconscious ignorance has darkened their souls) do

:not know this fact. The verse continues saying

.” Behold! Verily, Allah’s promise is true, but most of them do not know “… 

****
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نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلإِو  تُیمُِیوَ  یِیحُْی  وَهُ  ﴾ 56﴿

.” He (it is Who) gives life and causes to die, and to Him you shall be returned . “ 56

Commentary: verse 56

This verse also lays again an emphasis upon the problematic issue of life. It indicates

.that it is Allah Who enlivens and makes one die

Therefore, He is able to cause death unto the servants as well as having the power to

.enliven them on the Day of Resurrection for the Court of Judgment

:The verse says

, …” He (it is Who) gives life and causes to die “ 

And ultimately, all of you will return to Him in order to receive the reward of all your

.deeds there

:The verse continues saying

.” and to Him you shall be returned “… 

.And you will receive the rewards for all the deeds you have done then and there

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَوَ  يدًهُوَ  رِودُُّصلا  یِف  امَِل  ءٌآفَشِوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِم  هٌظَعِوْمَ  مکُْتءَآجَ  دْقَ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأ  آیَ  ﴾ 57﴿

O mankind! There hath come to you an admonition from your Lord and a healing . “ 57
.” for what is in your hearts, and a guidance and a mercy for the believers

Commentary: verse 57

The Arabic term /mau‘izah/ (preaching) means to restrain intermingled with warning

and awakening. The Arabic phrase /šifā’-is-Sudūr/ refers to the purification of spirit

and heart from spiritual evils. The spiritual defects are more grievous than the

diseases of the body. The Qur’ān’s advantage lies in this very healing the spiritual

:diseases. The verse says

O mankind! There hath come to you an admonition from your Lord and a healing for “ 
, …” what is in your hearts

The verse seems to allude to the four kinds of stages that shape education and

:development, that is

.The preaching stage against visible acts . 1

.The purification stage for purging the soul from ethical and social evils . 2

The self-guiding stage towards those objectives which signify worldly happiness . 3
.and the happiness and prosperity in the Hereafter

The stage of receiving divine blessings which is forgiveness and Paradise. In the . 4
meantime, the Qur’ān is wholly preaching on a general level, however, only those

:groups that seek will be covered by the divine blessings. The verse says

.” and a guidance and a mercy for the believers “… 
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Finally, the cure for all pains must be sought after in the school of the Qur’ān; not

, …” from the schools of the East and West. “… and a healing for what is in your hearts

:This is the reason why, Allah’s Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition states

When afflictions, like a dark and terrible night, invade you, seek refuge in the Qur’ān.”“
It is simultaneously full of preaching as well as being a remedy, a source of

.” illumination and blessing all at the same time

****
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نَوعُمَجْیَ ِم  اَّمّ رٌْیخَ  وَهُ  اوحُرَْفیَْلفَ  کَِلذَِبفَ  هِِتمَحْرَِبوَ  هَِّللا  لِضْفَِب  لُْق  ﴾ 58﴿

Say: ‘In the grace of Allah, and in His mercy – in that let them rejoice; it is better . “ 58
’.” than that which they hoard

Commentary: verse 58

What is apparently revealed in this verse, if we consider the previous verse about the

Qur’ān as a source of healing and preaching, is the appeal to the Qur’ān which is the

purpose of Allah’s grace and mercy. As Imam Ali (a.s.) says: “On the Day of

Resurrection, a voice will be heard that every farmer will be busy with some kind of

pest except those who had sowed in the field of the Qur’ān. Thus, sow your seeds in
(the field of the Qur’ān.”(1

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “He who has been honoured by Allah to be introduced to

the blessings of Islam and the understanding of the Qur’ān, but feels miserable is

miserable indeed, and will be labeled so until the Day of Resurrection”, then he recited

(this verse.(2

This is meant to say that once a person benefits from the blessings of Islam and the

Qur’ān, he is no longer poor and he enjoys the greatest wealth. Likewise, it has been

narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: “Refer to the Qur’ān so that your life

becomes enriched like the lives of happy people and your death becomes similar to

those of the martyrs and you are saved from the terror on the Day of Resurrection.
For the Qur’ān, is surely the word of the Compassionate (Allah) which
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guards against Satan, and favourably balances one’s acts during the Day of

(Judgment”(1

Incidentally, ‘grace’ and ‘mercy’ mentioned in the Qur’ān have been interpreted as

(prophethood and Imamate.(2

Also the former has sometimes been interpreted as the general divine blessings and

the latter has been interpreted as His specific blessings. According to an Islamic

tradition, divine grace has been pointed out as Islam and His mercy is the Qur’ān.
Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Divine grace consists of /salawāt/ and His mercy is Ali-ibn-

(Abitalib (a.s.).”(3

:The verse says

, …” Say: ‘In the grace of Allah, and in His mercy “ 

Finally, we must be happy for all the divine blessings, especially the fact that He has

blessed us with prophethood of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and Imamate of the

Immaculate Imams (a.s.) and we must know that spiritual blessings are superior to all

:the material ones. The verse continues saying

’.” in that let them rejoice, it is better than that which they hoard “… 

****
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نَورُتَْفتَ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  مْأَ  مْکَُل  نَذِأَ  هَُّللآءَ  لُْق  لاًلاَحَوَ  اًمارَحَ  هُْنِم  مُْتْلعَجَفَ  قٍزْرِ  نِم  مکَُل  هَُّللا  لَزَنأَ  آمَ  مُتْیأَرَأَ  لُْق  ﴾ 59﴿

Say: ‘Have you considered what (things) Allah has sent down for you of . “ 59
sustenance, then you made some of it unlawful, and (some of it) lawful?’ Say: ‘Has

?’” Allah permitted you, or do you forge a lie against Allah

Commentary: verse 59

There have been mentioned in Sura Al-Mā’idah, No. 5, verse 103 some examples of

those unreasonable prohibitions which the polytheists invented. They used to lay

aside part of their crops for their idols and idol-temples, thus making it forbidden for

them. They also used to forbid whatever was in the wombs of animals for women

while making them lawful for the use of men. The Qur’ān completely rejects all these

:superstitions. The verse says

Say: ‘Have you considered what (things) Allah has sent down for you of sustenance, “ 
then you made some of it unlawful, and (some of it) lawful?’ Say: ‘Has Allah permitted

?’” you, or do you forge a lie against Allah

The main general principle upon the edible things is that they are lawful to be eaten,
.except those whose being unlawful is proved by religion

We should also know that divine legislation is particular to Allah, the legislator, and no

one is right to precede the lawgiver. Similar to the case no divine unlawful thing can be

.changed into a lawful one, the lawful things cannot be counted unlawful either

However, to legislate an innovative law is a crime, and to forge it against Allah is

.another crime
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نَورُکُشْیَ مْهُرَثَکْأَ لاَ  َّنکَِلوَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  لٍضْفَ  وذَُل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  بَذِکَْلا  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  نَورُتَْفیَ  نَیذَِّلا  ُّنظَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 60﴿

And what imagine those who forge lies against Allah, on the Day of Resurrection? . “ 60
.” Verily Allah is the Lord of bounty to mankind, but most of them are not thankful

Commentary: verse 60

In the previous verse, the act of certain prohibitions done by some people was

criticized. In this verse we encounter Allah’s superiority and His uncountable Divine

favors that deserve our gratitude, and at the same time, we are also criticized in all

those cases where thanksgiving is lacking and false accusations are directed towards

:Allah. The verse says

And what imagine those who forge lies against Allah, on the Day of Resurrection? “ 
, …” Verily Allah is the Lord of bounty to mankind

To ascribe false accusations towards Allah (s.w.t.) is a sin deserving of punishment.
One must not make light the chance and respite that Allah has provided man in this

world; neither must we forget and be oblivious to the Court of Justice which will be

.established on the Day of Judgment

Prohibition of Divine blessings is a repulsive act and leads one to deprivation in this

world and brings shame and devastating consequences on the Day of Resurrection.
Almighty Allah has done the utmost in being forgiving and kind towards man, though

most people turn a blind eye to all those favors. They rarely engage in thanksgiving,
thus paving the way for the utter denial and refutation of the fact that it is He who has

:provided all those favors. The verse says

.” but most of them are not thankful “… 
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Section 7: No Fear or Grief for the Friends of Allah

Point

Everything in the earth and the heavens is contained in the Open Book – There shall

.not be any fear or grief for any friend of Allah

کَِّبرَ نعَ  بُزُْعیَ  امَوَ  هِیِف  نَوضُیفُِت  ذْإِ  اًدوهُشـُ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اَّنکُ  َّلاإِ  لٍمَعَ  نِْم  نَوُلمَْعتَ  لاوَ  نٍاءَرُْق  نِم  هُْنِم  ْاوُلْتتَ  امَوَ  نٍأْشـَ  یِف  نُوکُتَ  امـَوَ  ﴾ 61﴿

نٍیِبُم بٍاتَکِ  یِف  َّلاإِ  رَبَکْأَ  لآوَ  کَِلذَ  نِم  رَغَصْأَ  لآوَ  ءِآمََّسلا  یِف  لاَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  هٍَّرذَ  لِاقَْثِم  نِم 

And you are not (engaged) in any affair, nor do you recite any part from the . “ 61
Qur’ān, and nor any deed you (mankind) may be doing, but We are Witnesses over

you when you enter into it. Nor is there hidden from your Lord (so much as) the weight

of an atom on the earth or in the heaven, not anything lesser than that or greater but

.” are (recorded) in a Clear Book

Commentary: verse 61

The “Clear Book” is the ‘Preserved Tablet’ or Allah’s Comprehensive Knowledge which

covers the entire cosmos including not only the actions of human beings but also the

smallest details of everything in the heavens and the earth. With the utmost subtlety

and eloquence, this verse announces that Allah is not only fully aware of the minutest

facts in the heavens and the earth but He is also fully aware of the minutest details of

.the actions of his subjects

Whatever the mood or state of meditation or an important affair you might
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be in, whatever part of the Qur’ān you might be engaged in reciting, and whatever

action you begin, you can do nothing which cannot be seen or noticed by Allah when

:you start it. The verse says

And you are not (engaged) in any affair, nor do you recite any part from the Qur’ān, “ 
and nor any deed you (mankind) may be doing, but We are Witnesses over you when

. …” you enter into it

Then more emphatically, it continues by saying that not slightest thing in the heavens

and on earth, even that of an insignificant particle or greater than it can be hidden

from Allah. All of these are recorded and registered in the Preserved Tablet and in the

:Open Book of Allah. It continues saying

Nor is there hidden from your Lord (so much as) the weight of an atom on the “… 
earth or in the heaven, not anything lesser than that or greater but are (recorded) in a

.” Clear Book

All Muslims are taught a great lesson by this verse, which can place them on the right

.track, leading them toward the Truth and preventing them from going astray

It calls our attention to the fact that not only does the Almighty comprehend our every

thought, word and deed, but His angels are also carefully watching every step we

take, every word we utter, every thought we entertain in our heads, wherever we

.cast our eyes, and in whatever state we are in

It is not without proper grounds that Imam Sādiq (a.s) said: “The Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h) whenever reading this verse, used to weep greatly”. If the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.), with all his sincerity and gratitude, with all the services he had rendered

human beings, and with all his unparalleled worship of the Creator could be so

concerned about his imperfections before Allah, how then, can we determine our

?state
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نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  لاَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  هَِّللا لاَ  ءَآیَِلوْأَ  َّنإِ  لآأَ  ﴾ 62﴿

﴾63﴿

نَوقَُّتیَ اوُناکَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا 

مُیظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  وَهُ  کَِلذَ  هَِّللا  تِامَِلکَِل  لَیدِْبتَ  هِرَخِلاَا لا  یِفوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  يرَشُْبْلا  مُهَُل  ﴾ 64﴿

;” Behold! Verily no fear shall be upon the friends of Allah, nor shall they grieve . “ 62

.” Those who believe and constantly keep from evil . “ 63

For them are Glad Tidings in this world’s life and in the Hereafter. There is no . “ 64
.” change in the Words of Allah. That is the great success

Commentary: verses 62-64

In the previous verses, some of the characteristics of the polytheists and non-
believers were explained, from now on, the characteristics of the true believers and

those who struggle and strive, who constantly guard against evil and who are the

exact opposite of the first group will be described. The verse attracts the attentions

implying that there is no fear among the men of Allah and they will have no sorrows.
:The verse says

;” Behold! Verily no fear shall be upon the friends of Allah, nor shall they grieve “ 

Here sorrows and fears are those that relate to worldly matters for Allah’s
worshippers are imbued with the owe of Him. This kind of fear is concerned with one’s
failure to carry out ones duties and responsibilities and that kind of sorrow which one

feels towards his lack of achievements during the course of his life. Here fear and

sorrow have spiritual

p: 106

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4082 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.connotations, which help in man’s perfection and development

This is quite contrary to the fear and sorrow that have a material basis and is the

.source of degradation and deviations

The friends of Allah are those whose position requires no boundaries between them

and their Lord and they are not distant from Him. Their hearts are open and unveiled

and they see Him with all their hearts through the light of knowledge, faith, and good

deeds which leaves them with perfect sincerity. It is because of such an acquaintance

with Allah that, in their views, anything else other than Him is insignificant, of little

:value, and ephemeral. The verse says

.” Those who believe and constantly keep from evil “ 

They are those who have become believers, continuously strive after virtue and make

continence their habit. For them there is good news both in this world and in the

Hereafter, because there are no changes in the Divine words and promises, for Allah

always fulfils the promises He has made to His friends. This is a great victory and

:happiness for the person concerned. The verse says

For them are Glad Tidings in this world’s life and in the Hereafter. There is no change “ 
.” in the Words of Allah. That is the great success

****

p: 107

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4083 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مُیِلعَْلا عُیمَِّسلا  وَهُ  اًعیمِجَ  هَِّلِل  هََّزعِْلا  َّنإِ  مْهُُلوْقَ  کَْنزُحْیَ  لاوَ  ﴾ 65﴿

And let not their speech grieve you. Verily the glory is wholly Allah’s; He is All- . “ 65
.” Hearing, All-Knowing

Commentary: verse 65

As a good end awaits those who observe continence, the attainment of this goal

requires one to pass through some great difficulties. Among them is that one can cite

the struggle which the faithful experience within their hearts in the process of

overthrowing and revising their aspirations. This can tend to make them feel

hopeless, giving them the impression that the oppressors can overcome them. But

this is not so, Allah, the Exalted in Majesty informs us that we must not let the

oppressors make us sorrowful. The Majesty is entirely His. It is He Who is All-Hearing

and Omniscient. This good news only applies to those whose existence embodies the

:characteristics of the friends of Allah. The verse says

And let not their speech grieve you. Verily the glory is wholly Allah’s; He is All- “ 
.” Hearing, All-Knowing

:In the Islamic texts one reads that

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali-ibn-Abī-Tālib (a.s.) once was asked about the meaning of

Allah’s words when He says: “Behold! Verily no fear shall be upon the friends of Allah,
.nor shall they grieve”, and who the friends of Allah were

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen answered: “The friends of Allah are those who are sincere in their

worship, they are cognizant of the depth of those matters that are of the world,
whereas others attach importance to the outward appearance of the world. These

believe in the idea of the permanent character of the
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(world while the others do not believe in its lack of permanence. …”(1

It is also narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said that it is written in Imam Sajjād’s
(a.s.), book concerning the friends of Allah that they are those who accomplish their

religious obligations, and act according to the practice of Allah’s Messenger (p.b.u.h.).
They are those who abstain from all that is forbidden, and have let the transient world

go by, while they are only interested in what is dear to Allah. They make a living in

accordance with the laws which consider these ways of earning a livelihood lawful.
They abhor arrogance, shun the hoarding of wealth and pay all the obligatory

religious dues. Allah has blessed them all for what they earn, and He has also fixed a
.great reward for what they have saved in advance for their life in Hereafter

****
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َّنَّظلا َّلاإِ  نَوعُِبَّتیَ  نإِ  ءاکَرَشُ  هِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  عُِبَّتیَ  امَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  نمَوَ  تاوَامََّسلا  یِف  نمَ  هِّلِل  َّنإِ  لاأَ  ﴾ 66﴿

نَوصُرُخْیَ َّلاإِ  مْهُ  نْإِوَ 

Behold! Verily to Allah belongs whoever is in the heavens and whoever is in the . “ 66
earth, and they do not follow any associates, who call on others besides Allah, they do

,not follow (anything) but conjectures

.” and they only lie

Commentary: verse 66

Be aware that whosoever is in the heavens and on the earth belongs to Allah and is
under His domination. The use of word /man/, mentioned in this holy verse (and we

.translated it as whoever), signifies wise and intelligent men

That is, those who have been provided with intelligence and live in the heavens and

on the earth are all under Allah’s power and control. When the rule is that all

intelligent people, as individuals among His creation, must belong to Him, it follows

that other existing beings should also follow the rule and they also belong to Allah. The

fact that He specializes “the intelligent” as a separate category signifies their

:elevation and magnification in that position. The verse says

Behold! Verily to Allah belongs whoever is in the heavens and whoever is in the “ 
, …” earth

Those who follow idols are those who consider them as partners with Allah. The verse

:continues saying

, …” and they do not follow any associates, who call on others besides Allah “… 
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Those who select partners for Allah, follow nothing but their own conjectures simply

following their forefathers in this case or it is because of mistake they have made

thinking that they approach Allah therewith. If they think they can elevate themselves

:and approach Allah in this way, they do nothing but lie. The verse says

.” they do not follow (anything) but conjectures, and they only lie “… 

****
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نَوعُمَسْیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  اًرصِْبُم  رَاهََّنلاوَ  هِیِف  اوُنکُسْتَِل  لَْیَّلا  مُکَُل  لَعَجَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  ﴾ 67﴿

.He it is Who appointed for you the night that you rest in it, and the day giving light . “ 67

.” Verily there are signs in it for people who hearken

Commentary: verse 67

After rejecting all the partners of the polytheists, in calling the polytheists’ attention to

His magnitude and His blessings, the Qur’ān implies that Allah made the night dark

and the day illuminated so that they may find silence and comfort during the night and

:make their living and earn their sustenance during the day. The verse says

. …” He it is Who appointed for you the night that you rest in it, and the day giving light “ 

Truly, these are clear proofs and reasons attesting to the Unity of Allah, the Glorified,
:for no one else is able to do all this. The verse continues saying

.” Verily there are signs in it for people who hearken “… 

****
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هَِّللا یلَعَ  نَوُلوقُتَأَ  آذَهَِب  نٍاطَْلسُ  نِم  مکُدَنعَ  نْإِ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  امَوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  هَُل  یُِنغَْلا  وَهُ  هَُناحَْبسُ  اًدَلوَ  هَُّللا  ذَخََّتا  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 68﴿

نَومُلَْعتَ امَ لا 

They say, ‘Allah has begotten a son!’ Glory be to Him! He is Self-Sufficient! His is . “ 68
whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth! No warrant have you for this!

?’” Do you say about Allah what you do not know

Commentary: verse 68

To beget a son’ signifies ‘to be the father of someone, which differs from giving birth ‘
and having children. The polytheists considered the angels as the daughters of Allah,
and the Jews took “Ezra” as an offspring of Allah, while the Christians called Jesus the

.Son of Allah

Allah is neither afraid of being lonely so as to want to adopt an offspring, nor does He

need any heir to adopt a son. He also does not need any help so that He chooses an

assistant, nor does He need to ensure the survival of His species, so He does not need

:a son. The verse says

! …” They say, ‘Allah has begotten a son!’ Glory be to Him! He is Self-Sufficient “ 

This phrase, means that Allah is absolutely self sufficient and He is absolutely far from

what they say, because whatever is in the heavens and on the earth are His and fall

:under His command. The verse says

! …” His is whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth “… 
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Thus He absolutely does not need to have a son, for begetting offspring is to relieve

oneself from one’s lack of ability and weakness or to enrich oneself and get rid of

poverty, but Allah is free from all this. If it is impossible for Him to have a real son, it is
also impossible for Him to adopt a stepson and there are no reasons to support the

:authenticity of this claim. It says

?’” No warrant have you for this! Do you say about Allah what you do not know “… 

If one wants to know about Allah, these words are to be regarded as blame, a

censure and a threat from Allah, the Magnificent, to those who have made these

.unsanctioned and atrocious claims

****
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نَوحُِلْفُی بَذِکَْلا لا  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  نَورُتَْفیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  لُْق  ﴾ 69﴿

نَورُفُکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  دَیدَِّشلا  بَاذَعَْلا  مُهُقُیذُِن  َّمُث  مْهُعُجِرْمَ  انَْیَلإِ  َّمُث  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  عٌاتَمَ  ﴾ 70﴿

.’” Say: ‘Verily those who forge a lie against Allah will not prosper . “ 69

They have) a little enjoyment in this world, then to Us will be their return, then . “) 70
.” shall We make them taste the severe penalty because they used to disbelieve

Commentary: verses 69-70

Here the Holy Qur’ān mentions the ultimate disastrous end for all those who ascribe

belies and false concepts to Allah. He addresses His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he should

tell those who make false ascriptions to Him and those who make them only lie that

:they will not be saved. The verse says

.’” Say: ‘Verily those who forge a lie against Allah will not prosper “ 

They might be able to attain worldly wealth through lies and false claims for a few

days, but it is only a passing phenomenon in this world.(1) They will eventually return

to Allah and He will punish them vigorously for their disbelief and their associating

:partners with Him. The verse says

They have) a little enjoyment in this world, then to Us will be their return, then shall “)
.” We make them taste the severe penalty because they used to disbelieve

p: 115

The Arabic words /matā‘/ and /mut‘ah/ are employed for short-term use. As man’s - 1
use of the world and its blessings are short-lived, the Qur’ān then applies the word

./matā‘/cornering worldly affairs

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4091 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_115_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 8: The Ministries of Noah and Moses referred to

Point

Noah’s exhortation and the punishment meted out to Those who rejected Noah –

.Reference to the other apostles of Allah – And the encounter of Moses with Pharaoh

مْکُرَْمأَ اوعُمِجْاَفَ  تُْلَّکوَتَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَفَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاَِب  يرِیکِذْتـَوَ  یِماقَمَ  مکُْیلَعَ  رَُبکَ  نَاکَ  نإِ  مِوْقَایَ  هِِموْقَِل  لَاقـَ  ذْإِ  حٍوُن  أَبـََن  مْهِْیلَعَ  لُْـتاوَ  ﴾ 71﴿

نِورُظِنُت لاوَ  َّیَلإِ  اوضُْقا  َّمُث  هًَّمغُ  مْکُْیلَعَ  مْکُرُْمأَ  نْکُیَ  َّمُث لا  مْکُءَآکَرَشُوَ 

And recite to them the story of Noah when he said to his people: ‘O my people! if . “ 71
my stay (with you) and my reminding you of the Signs of Allah is grievous to you, yet I
have put my trust in Allah, so resolve on your affair, with your partners, so that your

.’” affair be not dubious to you. Then make decision on me, and give me no respite

Commentary: verse 71

Allah the Exalted had commissioned His prophet that he should relate the news of the

people of Noah to them, because this verse indicates that Noah (a.s.) used to receive

support and encouragement from Divine sources, which made him not fear the

threats and strategies of the enemy. Noah announces if listening to his useful

instructions and advice with demonstrations and reasoning concerning the

authenticity of Monotheism, Justice, prophethood and Resurrection are difficult and

unbearable for them, and thus they have decided to kill him or they intend to cast him

out, he does put all his
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hopes and trust in Allah, in which case, he will leave his fate in His will, with the

:conviction that He will save him from their wickedness and vice. The verse says

And recite to them the story of Noah when he said to his people: ‘O my people! if my “ 
stay (with you) and my reminding you of the Signs of Allah is grievous to you, yet I

, …” have put my trust in Allah

Hadrat Noah then threw out a powerful challenge saying that they should collect their

thoughts and invite their idols to participate in their decision-making so that nothing

should be left hidden from them, there should be no ambiguity remaining in their

plans, they should make the appropriate decisions and come up with the best

:stratagem concerning him. The verse continues saying

so resolve on your affair, with your partners, so that your affair be not dubious to “… 
. …” you

Noah (a.s.) added telling them if they were able, they should go ahead and put an end

:to his life, and not spare him a single moment. Here is his statement

.’” Then make decision on me, and give me no respite “… 

It has been narrated that before noon on the Day of Ashura Imam Hussein (a.s.) also

.recited this very verse to the Kufan army

This is a lesson for all Islamic leaders who might feel daunted when confronted by a
multitude of enemies, rather; they must, by taking recourse to Allah and appealing to

Him, with utmost decisiveness challenge them and humiliate them their power which

.would reinforce the morale of their followers and lower that of their enemies
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****

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا نَِم  نَوکُأَ  نْأَ  تُرِْمُاوَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  َّلاإِ  يَرِجْأَ  نْإِ  رٍجْأَ  نِْم  مکُُتْلاَسَ  امَفَ  مُْتْیَّلوَتَ  نإِف  ﴾ 72﴿

But if you turn back, I have not asked you for any recompense, my recompense is . “ 72
(.” only upon Allah, and I am commanded to be of those (who) surrender (unto Him

Commentary: verse 72

Anxieties often revolve around either one’s life or one’s wealth. In the foregoing

verse, the issue in question centers on the conspiracy of their enemies with regard to

the lives of the prophets. The issue dealt with in this verse relates to the prophets’
.lack of expectations for reward and wealth from the side of people

Noah (a.s.) in this verse announced that if the unbelievers were to turn away from the

truth, not accepting or following it, he did not expect any rewards for bringing them

the message. This was his mission, so they should not balk at acceptance for fear of

feeling that they would end up owing him something, which would be burdensome to

:them. The verse says

But if you turn back, I have not asked you for any recompense, my recompense is “ 
, …” only upon Allah

The verse also implies that if they turn away from accepting his words, he would not

be at a disadvantage for he was not after their wealth (he did not covet) so that their

turning away would put him at a loss, on the contrary, their rejection would turn out to

.be at their own disadvantage

He emphasized that his reward for the prophetic mission and its accomplishment lay

.with Allah alone
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And Allah, the Gracious, had commissioned Noah (a.s.) to be among those who had

submitted themselves to His commandments for, indeed, the best of what the

servants of Allah can practice is to obey and submit to Him. The verse continues as

:follows

(.” and I am commanded to be of those (who) surrender (unto Him “… 

****
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نَیرِذَنمُْلا هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُنافَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  انَْقرَغْأَوَ  فَِئلآخَ  مْهُانَْلعَجَوَ  کِْلفُْلا  یِف  هُعَمَ  نمَوَ  هُانَْیَّجنَفَ  هُوُبَّذکَفَ  ﴾ 73﴿

But they rejected him (Noah), So We delivered him and those with him, in the Ark, . “ 73
and We made them successors (in the earth), and We overwhelmed those who

.” rejected Our Signs. Then see what was the end of the warned ones

Commentary: verse 73

The Holy Qur’ān presents the final destiny of Noah’s enemies and veracity of his

prediction in the following way. The enemies refuted Noah while Allah saved him and

all those who were with him in the Ark. Not only did He save them but He also replaced

the oppressors by them and drowned all those who had denied His Signs. The verse

:says

But they rejected him (Noah), So We delivered him and those with him, in the Ark, “ 
and We made them successors (in the earth), and We overwhelmed those who

. …” rejected Our Signs

Turning to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Allah finally commands him that he should consider

the ultimate destiny of those who did not heed the divine warning and threats and

:were swept away. The verse says

.” Then see what was the end of the warned ones “… 

Noah’s companions were only eighty in number whilst the numbers of the unbelievers

were manifold, however, by the grace of Allah, the Almighty, the unbelievers were

.annihilated and the faithful became the inheritors of the earth
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بِوُلُق یلَعَ  عُبَطَْن  کَِلذَکـَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هِِب  اوُبَّذکـَ  امـَِب  اوُنِمؤُْیِل  اوُناکـَ  امـَفَ  ِیبَْلاِب  تِانـَّ مهُوءُآجـَفَ  مْهِِموْقَ  یَلإِ  لاًسـُرُ  هِدِْـعَب  نِم  انـَْثعََب  َّمُث  ﴾ 74﴿

نَیدِتَْعمُْلا

Then, after him, We sent messengers to their people; they brought them the . “ 74
clear evidences, but they would not believe in what they had already rejected

.” beforehand. Thus do We seal up the hearts of the transgressors

Commentary: verse 74

In these verses, Allah, the Gracious, recounts the stories of those prophets who had

.(. been appointed after Noah (a.s

After Noah and the annihilation of his people, several prophets were dispatched to

their peoples who, as a result of marriage and reproduction, had multiplied by that

(. time. The purpose here is prophets ’Ibrāhīm, Hūd, Sāleh, Lot, and Shu‘ayb (Jethro

These prophets went to those people with clear proofs and miracles that testified to

:their prophecy and provided reasons for their truthfulness. The verse says

Then, after him, We sent messengers to their People; they brought them the clear “ 
, …” evidences

However, none of them any longer believed in what their divinely guided forefathers

had believed. Just like the idol worshippers before them, they were also rebellious and

:stood in opposition to Divine guidance. The verse continues saying

. …” but they would not believe in what they had already rejected beforehand “… 

The holy phrase saying: ‘Thus do We seal the hearts of the transgressors’ means that

Allah (s.w.t.) impresses the symbol of infidelity upon the hearts of those who do

injustice against
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themselves and violate the Divine limits and laws laid down by the Almighty, so that

they become condemned to reprimand, and are recognized by the angels. The verse

:says

.” Thus do We seal up the hearts of the transgressors “… 

****
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نَیِمرِجُْم اًموْقَ  اوُناکَوَ  اورُبَکْتَسْافَ  انَِتایَاَِب  هِْیلإِموَ  نَوْعَرِْف  یَلإِ  نَورُاهَوَ  یسَوُم  مهِدِْعَب  نِم  انَْثعََب  َّمُث  ﴾ 75﴿

Then, after them, We sent Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh and his chiefs with Our . “ 75
.” Signs, but they were arrogant, and they were a guilty people

Commentary: verse 75

The meaning of the Arabic word /mala’/ is the eye-caching splendour of the courtiers

.and palace residents who were among the Pharaoh’s entourage

Pharaoh had divided the society into two categories: The Coptic palace-dwellers and

the Sebti paupers. He had enslaved one group and the other group resided in wealth

.and luxury

The primary crime of Pharaoh was his claim to being a god, and of putting innocent

.boys to death and letting the girls live

Fighting against arrogant autocrats has been a major activity of the prophets, for

.they fight the causes of corruption not only what is caused by it

:The verse says

Then, after them, We sent Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh and his chiefs with Our “ 
.” Signs, but they were arrogant, and they were a guilty people

****
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نٌیِبُم رٌحْسَِل  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  اَندِنعِ  نِْم  ُّقحَْلا  مُهُءَآجَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 76﴿

So when the truth came to them from Us, they said: ‘Verily, this is a manifest . “ 76
.’” sorcery

Commentary: verse 76

The Essence of Allah, the prophets, the divine laws, miracles and whatever is

.attributed to Him are all true and real

People do not always go after the truth. The adherents of the truth must sometimes

.go after the people

The Prophets entertain a direct link with the Lord and their miracles as well as their

.program have their origins in the Divine nature

However, accusing someone to be a magician is the shrewdest, simplest and the most

prevalent of the accusations leveled against the prophets. It is for this reason that

.Moses (a.s.) was personally accused of being a sorcerer

:The verse says

So when the truth came to them from Us, they said: ‘Verily, this is a manifest “ 
.’” sorcery

****
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نَورُحِاَّسلا حُِلْفُی  لاَوَ  اذَهَ  رٌحْسِأَ  مْکُءَآجَ  اَّمَل  قِّحَْلِل  نَوُلوقُتَأَ  یسَوُم  لَاقَ  ﴾ 77﴿

Said Moses: ‘Do you say (this) about the Truth when it hath actually reached you? . “ 77
.’” Is this sorcery? But sorcerers do not prosper

Commentary: verse 77

Moses asked the disbelievers why it was that when the Signs of truth reached them

they kept claiming it was sorcery. Moses rejects the allegations that the Signs

accompanying him were the products of sorcery, for sorcery is not like this, these

were Signs of the Truth and independent investigation could vouch for that. The verse

:says

Said Moses: ‘Do you say (this) about the Truth when it hath actually reached you? Is “ 
? …” this sorcery

However, they did not want to submit to the Truth, even if this truth had reached

them from Allah. They claimed that the proofs that Moses brought was sorcery and

simple-hearted people did not discriminate between sorcery and prophecy since both

involved elements contrary to nature and habit. It was for this reason that they

.became confused, mixing the two which led many astray

In such a case, people must be armed with knowledge so as to be able to distinguish

miracle from magic and not to be so dominated by the confusion that sorcerers cause

and reject the issue of prophecy. However this is a fact that sorcerers do not succeed.
:The verse says

.’” But sorcerers do not prosper “… 

p: 125

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4101 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیِنِمؤْمُِب امَکَُل  نُحَْن  امَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  ءُآیَرِْبکِْلا  امَکَُل  نَوکُتَوَ  اَنءَآباءَ  هِْیلَعَ  اَندْجَوَ  اَّمعَ  انَتَفِْلتَِل  انَتَْئجِأَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 78﴿

They said: ‘(O’ Moses) have you come to turn us away from what we found our . “ 78
fathers upon, and that the greatness in the land may be for you two? But we shall not

.” believe you two

Commentary: verse 78

The people of Pharaoh continued their accusations against Moses, explicitly accusing

.him and Aaron of wanting them to abandon the ways of their ancestors

They brought up the issues of ancestral traditions, and their fabulous glory to

influence public opinion against Moses and Aaron, implying that they wanted to

.belittle and ridicule the sacred objects and symbols of their society and country

They maintained then that Moses’ call to Allah’s religion and divinely inspired way was

nothing but a lie. They claimed all of them were simply part of a stratagem of Moses

and Aaron to seize power over the land and to put the reins of domination in their

.hands

In fact, as they themselves made every effort to rule the earth oppressively, using all

kinds of underhanded ways of seizing power, they ended up thinking of others as they

thought of themselves, which included the struggles of the reformists and prophets.
:The verse says

They said: ‘(O’ Moses) have you come to turn us away from what we found our “ 
? …” fathers upon, and that the greatness in the land may be for you two
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For this reason they said that they were never going to believe in Moses for they

thought his message and proofs were only but the act of sorcery in the service of a
wider scheme for political aggrandizement. This was the first stage of their struggle

:against Moses (a.s.). The verse continues saying

.” But we shall not believe you two “… 

****
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مٍیِلعَ رٍحِاسَ  لِّکُِب  یِنوُتْئا  نُوْعَرِْف  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 79﴿

’.” And Pharaoh said: ‘Bring unto me every knowing (expert) sorcerer . “ 79

Commentary: verse 79

In witnessing the miracles of Moses (a.s.), he had been rendered wretched and

helpless in trying to find a way to remove them, Pharaoh, addressing his people, put

the call out that all the best sorcerers in the land should come to him in order to get

:them to help him nullify Moses’ miracles. The verse says

’.” And Pharaoh said: ‘Bring unto me every knowing (expert) sorcerer “ 

Of course, Pharaoh did so in order that the sorcerers could help him in dismissing the

achievement of Moses (a.s.), and thus he called on all of them because he did not want

any craft of magic or sorcery to remain hidden from him which might be of potential

use in combating what he perceived to be the powerful sorcery of Moses, little

knowing that the Signs that Moses manifested were not the effects of sorcery and

.magic but miracles originating from Allah

****
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نَوقُْلُم مُتنأَ  آمَ  اوقُْلأ  یسَوُّم  مهَُل  لَاقَ  هُرَحََّسلا  ءَآجَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 80﴿

!’” When the sorcerers came, Moses said to them: ‘Throw what you have to throw . “ 80

Commentary: verse 80

Pharaoh wanted to render the divine movement of Moses inactive with the help of

those expert sorcerers. They carried instruments and devices like ropes, wood etc,
which by being mixed with some particular materials moved when the sunshine

.affected them

On the day when it was appointed for this historical challenge and a common

invitation had also issued, a great crowd gathered. Then Moses addressed the

:sorcerers and told them to cast what they could cast. The verse says

!’” When the sorcerers came, Moses said to them: ‘Throw what you have to throw “ 

****
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هُُلطِْبُیسَ هََّللا  َّنإِ  رُحْسِّلا  هِِب  مُتْئجِ  امَ  یسَوُم  لَاقَ  اوْقَْلأَ  آَّملَفَ  ﴾ 81﴿

نَیدِسِْفمُْلا لَمَعَ  حُِلصُْی  هََّللا لا  َّنإِ 

نَوُمرِجْ - مُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  هِِتامَِلکَِب  َّقحَْلا  هَُّللا  ُّقحُِیوَ  ﴾ 82﴿

So when they had thrown, Moses said: ‘What you have brought is sorcery. Allah . “ 81
.” will surely make it naught, verily Allah does not set right the work of mischief makers

(.” And Allah proves the Truth by His Words though the sinners be averse (to it . “ 82

Commentary: verses 81-82

Falsehood may have a parade and flaunt for a short time, but, at last, it is condemned

to extinction. Allah does not support and improve the affairs of the mischief-makers. A
.sorcerer is a mischief-maker, and sorcery is a corruption

:Therefore, it must be opposed with. The verse says

So when they had thrown, Moses said: ‘What you have brought is sorcery. Allah will “ 
.” surely make it naught, verily Allah does not set right the work of mischief makers

Then Allah proclaims in the verse that Moses told them that he would definitely

triumph in that quarrel and combat, for Allah had promised to unveil the truth and,
through decisive logic and the astounding miracles of His prophets, He would expose

the scandals of those who incite corruption even though some of the evil-doers, such

.as Pharaoh and his supporters, would dislike that

:The verse says

(.” And Allah proves the Truth by His Words though the sinners be averse (to it “ 
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Section 9: Moses Takes away the Children of Israel

Point

Moses enjoins his followers to defend upon Allah – Moses ordered by Allah to take

abode with the Children of Israel in Egypt and to establish regular prayers – Moses

defies Pharaoh – Pharaoh chases Moses and the Children of Israel and is drowned

.with his armies

نَمَِل هَُّنإِوَ  ضِرْـَلأا  یِف  لٍاعـََل  نَوْعَرِْف  َّنإِوَ  مْهُنَِتْفیَ  نأَ  مْهِْیـِلإموَ  نَوْعـَرِْف  نِم  فٍوْخـَ  یلَعَ  هِِموْقـَ  نِم  هٌَّیرّذُ  َّـلاإِ  یسـَومُِل  نَمَاءَ  آمـَفَ  ﴾ 83﴿

نَیِفرِسْمُْلا

But none believed in Moses save some children of his people, because of the fear . “ 83
of Pharaoh and his chiefs, that they would torment them; and verily, Pharaoh was

.” mighty on the earth, and verily, he was of the extravagant

Commentary: verse 83

In the beginning, the Qur’ān describes the situation of the first group of those who

believed in Moses, saying that after this (event) no one believed in Moses except a

group of his own offspring. This tiny group, which becomes apparent by use of the

Qur’ānic word /ŏurriyah/ (children), was formed mostly from among the youth and

young adolescents. They were under tremendous pressure from the side of Pharaoh

and his associates, and feared the Pharaohnic system which, by putting pressure

upon the believers tried to dissuade them, and make them quit the religion of Moses.
:The verse says

But none believed in Moses save some children of his people, because of the fear of “ 
; …” Pharaoh and his chiefs, that they would torment them
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Pharaoh was an arrogant man in that land, indulgent and violent, and he recognized

:no boundaries and limits. The verse continues saying

and verily, Pharaoh was mighty on the earth, and verily, he was of the “… 
.” extravagant

****

p: 132

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4108 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیمِِلسُْم مُتنکُ  نإِ  اوُلَّکوَتَ  هِْیلَعَفَ  هَِّللاِب  مُتنمَاءَ  مُْتنکُ  نإِ  مِوْقَایَ  یسَوُم  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 84﴿

And Moses said: “O my people! If you have (really) believed in Allah, then put trust . “ 84
(.” in Him (alone) if you have surrendered (unto Him

Commentary: verse 84

To comfort them and alleviate their pain in their souls, Moses, soothingly and

affectionately said to them, that if they believed in Allah they should staunchly stand

by their words, have faith, and submit to Him by putting all their hopes and trust in

Him. They ought not to be fearful of the waves and the storm of afflictions, for Faith

.(. cannot be separated from trust in Allah (s.w.t

The real meaning of “trust”, here, is leaving one’s tasks in His hands and selecting Him

.as one’s only true help in the times of adversity

The significance of trust does not imply abandoning one’s struggle, rather, it means

that once man has done his utmost in struggling and has not been able to solve his

difficulty, he must not be upset. He must rely upon Allah’s favor, support, and seek

help from His pure Essence. He must have fortitude and continue on in his everlasting

:struggle. The above holy verse says

And Moses said: “O my people! If you have (really) believed in Allah, then put trust in “ 
(.” Him (alone) if you have surrendered (unto Him
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نَیمِِلاَّظلا مِوْقَْلِل  هًنَْتِف  انَْلعَجْتَ  انََّبرَ لا  انَْلَّکوَتَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  اوُلاقَفَ  ﴾ 85﴿

Then they said: ‘In Allah (alone) we have put our trust. ‘Our Lord! Make us not . “ 85
’.” (subject) to a trial for the unjust people

Commentary: verse 85

These truthful believers accepted Moses’ call to trust in Allah. They said that only in
:Allah they put their hopes and trust. The verse says

….” Then they said: ‘In Allah (alone) we have put our trust “ 

Then, they supplicated Him to relieve them from the wickedness and vices of their

enemies as well as the pressure they were imposing upon them. They invocated Him

not to set them to become rebellious like the oppressors nor put them under their

:control and influence. The above holy verse continues saying

’.” Our Lord! Make us not (subject) to a trial for the unjust people “… ‘

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلا مِوْقَْلا  نَِم  کَِتمَحْرَِب  انَجَِّنوَ  ﴾ 86﴿

.” And deliver us by your Mercy from the disbelieving people . “ 86

Commentary: verse 86

They supplicated that Allah (s.w.t.) might relieve them, by His Own Grace, from the

grips of the infidels, i.e. Pharaonic nation who had been enslaving them, allocating

.hard work and imposing mean jobs upon them

:The verse says

.” And deliver us by your Mercy from the disbelieving people“

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رِشَّبوَ  هَلاََّصلا  اومُیِقأَوَ  هًلَْبِق  مْکُتَوُیُب  اوُلعَجْاوَ  اًتوُیُب  رَصْمِِب  امَکُِموْقَِل  اءََّوبَتَ  نأَ  هِیخِأَوَ  یسَوُم  یَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَوَ  ﴾ 87﴿

And We revealed to Moses and his brother, saying: ‘Provide houses for your . “ 87
people in Egypt, make your houses into places of worship, and keep up prayer: and

’.” give glad tidings to the believers

Commentary: verse 87

Another stage of the uprising and revolution of Moses (a.s.), Hārūn (a.s.), and the

.Children of Israel against the Pharaonids is portrayed here

First, Allah says that He revealed to Moses and his brother that his nation should build

houses in the land of Egypt. Particularly, they were to build these houses next to one

:another and facing them. The verse says

And We revealed to Moses and his brother, saying: ‘Provide houses for your people “ 
, …” in Egypt, make your houses into places of worship

Then, they were to pay proper attention to spiritual self-actualization through regular

:prayers, thus purifying and strengthening themselves. The verse says

: …” and keep up prayer “… 

In order to remove the effects of fear and terror from their hearts, and thus regain

their spiritual and revolutionary power, He orders them to give these tidings to the

faithful, as to their eventual victory, and the bestowal of Allah’s favour and grace

:upon them. The verse continues saying

’.” and give glad tidings to the believers “… 

****
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مْهِِلاوَْمأَ یلَعَ  سْمِطْا  انََّبرَ  کَِلیِبسَ  نعَ  اوُّلضـُِیِل  انََّبرَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  لاًاوَْمأَوَ  هًنَیزِ  هُلأَمَوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  تَْیتَاءَ  کََّنإِ  آنََّبرَ  یسـَوُم  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 88﴿

مَیِللاَا بَاذَعَْلا  اوُرَیَ  یَّتحَ  اوُنِمؤُْی  لافَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  دْدُشْاوَ 

And Moses said: ‘Our Lord! Verily You have given to Pharaoh and his chiefs . “ 88
adornment and wealth in the life of this world, Our Lord! so that they mislead (men)
from Your Path. Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, so they will

’.” not believe until they see the painful penalty

Commentary: verse 88

The Qur’ān then refers to one of the reasons for the rebellion of the Pharaoh and his

adherents, by mentioning the statement of Moses to his Lord where he talks about

the wealth and luxury that Pharaoh and his followers had in the world. This wealth and

:luxury had the effect of seducing the people away from the true Path. The verse says

And Moses said: ‘Our Lord! Verily You have given to Pharaoh and his chiefs “ 
adornment and wealth in the life of this world, Our Lord! so that they mislead (men)

. …” from Your Path

Thus Moses (a.s.) asked Allah to destroy their belongings so that they could not

benefit from them, and to take their power away from them that they might be able

:to reflect and meditate upon the reality of existence. The verse says

, …” Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts “… 
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By losing these two capitals, they would quickly degenerate and move a step closer to

annihilation, thus making it more possible for the Children of Israel to inflict the last

blow upon them. This prayer was not because of revenge or retaliation but it was

because they did not have the slightest preparedness for accepting faith. The verse

:says

’.” so they will not believe until they see the painful penalty “… 

****
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نَومُلَْعیَ نَیذَِّلا لا  لَیِبسَ  نِّآعَِبَّتتَ  لاَوَ  امَیقِتَسْافَ  امَکُُتوَعْدَ  تْبَیجُِا  دْقَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 89﴿

He (Allah) said: ‘The prayer of you both has been accepted, so stand straight and . “ 89
’.” follow not the path of those who know not

Commentary: verse 89

Allah said to Moses and his brother that now that they were ready to educate and

shape the people of Israel, their prayers regarding their enemies were accepted. The

:verse says

,…” He (Allah) said: ‘The prayer of you both has been accepted “ 

Then they should finally stand, resist, be decisive and do not be afraid of the

difficulties on the way. Never should they submit to the suggestions of the unwise and

the ignorant and nor follow the way of those who do not know. The verse continues

:saying

’.” so stand straight and follow not the path of those who know not “… 

****
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يذَِّلا َّـلاإِ  هََلإِ  ـلآ  هَُّنأَ  تُْنمَاءَ  لَاقـَ  قُرَغَْلا  هُکَرَدْأَ  آذَإِ  یَّتحَ  اًودْعـَوَ  اًـیْغَب  هُدُوُنجُوَ  نُوْعَرِْف  مْهُعَبَْتاَفـَ  رَحْبَْلا  لَیِئآرَسـْإِ  یِنبَِب  اَـنزْوَاجَوَ  ﴾ 90﴿

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا نَِم  ْاَنأَوَ  لَیِئآرَسْإِ  اوُنَب  هِِب  تْنَمَاءَ 

And We made the Children of Israel to pass through the sea; then Pharaoh and . “ 90
his hosts chased them in insolence and hostility, until when the drowning overtook

him, he said: ‘I believe that there is no Allah but He in Whom the Children of Israel

’.” believe, and I am of those that surrender

Commentary: verse 90

The last phase of the struggle of the Children of Israel with the followers of Pharaoh

and their destiny has been depicted in a concise yet accurate and transparent manner

.here

The verse implies that Allah let the Children of Israel pass through the sea when

confronted with the army of Pharaoh while were being pressured and chased by

:them. The verse says

; …” And We made the Children of Israel to pass through the sea “ 

Pharaoh and his army chased them there in order to oppress and eliminate them

though they were soon drowned in the midst of the stormy waves of the sea. The

:verse continues saying

then Pharaoh and his hosts chased them in insolence and hostility, until when the “… 
, …” drowning overtook him

This course went on until the abyss surrounded Pharaoh who started floating on the

waves and it was then that his
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blindness, arrogance and unconsciousness came to an end and the innate light of

monotheism started shining. He shouted he believed in Him Whom the Children of

Israel believed in, and he confessed that there is no one to be worshipped except Him

:and he resigned himself to Him. The verse says

he said: ‘I believe that there is no Allah but He in Whom the Children of Israel “… 
’.” believe, and I am of those that surrender

In fact when the prophecies of Moses proved to be true one after another, and

Pharaoh realized the truthfulness of the words of this great prophet over and again,
on witnessing this final power, he had no excuse but to believe, maybe hoping that the

Lord of the Children of Israel would save him the same way He had saved the Children

.of Israel from the mountainous waves

Obviously, such a faith which is attained in the face of calamities, when one is caught

in the jaws of death, is in fact a kind of “faith for emergencies”, which every criminal

.claims when he is captured, and is of no value

****
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نَیدِسِْفمُْلا نَِم  تَْنکُوَ  لُْبقَ  تَْیصَعَ  دْقَوَ  نَلاَآءَ  ﴾ 91﴿

What! Now! (when facing death?) while hitherto you have rebelled and been of . “ 91
?” the mischief-makers

Commentary: verse 91

It was for this reason that Allah, addressing him, informed him that he did become a
believer, while before that he used to rebel, disobey and used to commit sin; lining up

:alongside villains and those who were corrupt on the earth. The verse says

What! Now! (when facing death?) while hitherto you have rebelled and been of the “ 
?” mischief-makers

At any rate, repenting while one is dying is of no benefit. One must repent while there

.is still a chance of life and of being saved

****
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نَوُلِفاغََل انَِتایَاءَ  نْعَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  اًریِثکَ  َّنإِوَ  هًیَاءَ  کَفَْلخَ  نْمَِل  نَوکُتَِل  کَِندَبَِب  کَیجّنَُن  مَوْیَْلافَ  ﴾ 92﴿

So this day We shall save you in your body, that you may be a Sign to those after . “ 92
.” you! But verily, many among mankind are heedless of Our Signs

Commentary: verse 92

Allah through the Qur’ān announces that He saves Pharaoh’s body from being lost in
the sea today so that we can provide an instructive lesson for future generations for

arrogant rulers, and for all oppressors and those enticing others into corruption as

:well as for the oppressed. The verse says

So this day We shall save you in your body, that you may be a Sign to those after “ 
! …” you

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān indicates that many people still remain ignorant of

our verses and symbols and of all those instructive lessons which have been recorded

over and over again in the history of man, and despite those clues which prove Our

:omnipotence? The verse continues saying

.” But verily, many among mankind are heedless of Our Signs “… 

It is narrated from Imam Rida (a.s.) in the commentary, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn and As-
Sāfī that Pharaoh was armoured from head to toe which must have pulled him down

deep under the sea drowning him but the waves drove the heavy body ashore atop a
.lofty rock. This itself was a divine miracle

****
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Section 10: Jonah’s People

Point

The Israeties lodged in a goodly place – Jonah’s people benefited by the warning – No

soul is guided aright but by Allah’s permission – Safety of the believers undertaken by

Allah Himself

ِیَّطلا تِابَّ نَِم  مهُانَْقزَرَوَ  قٍدْصِ  أََّوبَُم  لَیِئآرَسْإِ  یِنَب  اَنْأَّوَب  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 93﴿

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  مْهُنَْیَب  یضِْقیَ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  مُْلعِْلا  مُهُءَآجَ  یَّتحَ  اوفُلَتَخْا  امَفَ 

نَوفُِلتَخْیَ هِیِف  اوُناکَ  امَیِف 

And certainly We lodged the Children of Israel a goodly lodging, and provided . “ 93
them with good things, so they did not differ but after the knowledge came to them,
Verily your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Judgment concerning that in

.” which they used to differ

Commentary: verse 93

The ultimate victory of the Children of Israel and their eventual return to the Holy

Land after their liberation from the men of Pharaoh, are explained in this verse as

:follows

, …” And certainly We lodged the Children of Israel a goodly lodging “ 

The objective meaning of the phrase /mubawwa’a sidqin/ (a goodly lodging) can be

.considered as alluding to the land of Egypt or the lands of Syria and Palestine

Then the Qur’ān adds that Allah provided them with the good things to eat but they

did not appreciate the real value of
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this blessing. Contrarily, they sowed the seeds of discord and quarreled with each

other, and this they did not until the knowledge was made available to them. The

:verse says

and provided them with good things, so they did not differ but after the knowledge “… 
, …” came to them

Eventually, Allah will arbitrate among them as to what they disagreed upon on the

Day of Resurrection. If they do not experience the punishment for their discord today,
:they will experience it in the future. The verse continues saying

Verily your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Judgment concerning that “… 
.” in which they used to differ

****
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کَِّبرَ نِم  ُّقحَْلا  كَءَآجَ  دْقََل  کَِلْبقَ  نِم  بَاتَکِْلا  نَوءُرَْقیَ  نَیذَِّلا  لِأَسْفَ  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْلزَْنأَ  آَّمِم    ٍ کّشَ یِف  تَْنکُ  نإِفَ  ﴾ 94﴿

نَیرِتَمْمُْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لاَفَ 

So if you are in doubt as to what We have revealed unto you, then ask those who . “ 94
read the book (sent) before you. The Truth hath indeed come to you from your Lord,

.” so be not of the doubters

Commentary: verse 94

How is it that the Qur’ān implies: O! Prophet, if you have any doubts about the Qur’ān,
ask the People of the Book, despite the fact that he (p.b.u.h.) had never had any

shadow of a doubt in this respect? Reason does not admit that a prophet might doubt

the revelation sent to him. However, its meaning can be gathered in the same Sura,
verse 104. Here Allah, the Exalted, has addressed the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) while this

meaning addresses the whole people. The implication of it is that if the people are

.hesitating, they must ask those who have read the Qur’ān

To support this argument, there is a verse at the end of the current Sura in which

Allah, the Gracious, addressing the people from the tongue of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
says: “O you people if you are in doubt as to my religion.” With this verse, Allah, the

Gracious, made it transparent that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had not been skeptical and

His objective in addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is really intended for other people.
Likewise, there are other verses that apparently address the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

although, in reality, the
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:addressees are people other than the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as well. The verse says

So if you are in doubt as to what We have revealed unto you, then ask those who “ 
read the book (sent) before

. …” you

Incidentally, some of the great commentators of the Qur’ān have stated that this

doubt is of the type which is based upon supposition and probability and not upon

certainty and through defining rules, like the verse which says: “If the Beneficent

.((Allah) had a son, …”(1

Although the verse, “He begets not, nor is He begotten…”, categorically rules out the

issue of Allah having a child. This proposition is in fact a conditional proposition. That

is, were you to have the slightest doubt in this respect, you should ask those

.knowledgeable People of the Book, because they are sure that you tell the Truth

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) is narrated who said that Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) never

.doubted and never asked the People of the Book

And finally, besides the explanation offered in the above, the verse demonstrates the

fact that the reasons for the appointment of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and whatever is

revealed to him are not confined to his call to prophecy and his offering of miracles.
There are allusions made to him in the Books of the preceding prophets and though

those books are misrepresented and their authenticity questionable, there are

numerous tidings here and there, amounting to sixty cases which are available to the

.People of the Book

The holy sentence which says: “…The Truth has indeed come to you from your Lord,
…” signifies: by means of the revelations and exhaustive proofs it has been proved to

you
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that what has been passed to you is an authentic and genuine truth which leaves no

room for any sort of skepticism. Thus, be firm in your beliefs in which case you should

.have no doubts, not refuting and denying the Divine verses, and continue your course

:The verse continues saying

.” The Truth hath indeed come to you from your Lord, so be not of the doubters “… 

****
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نَیرِسِاخَْلا نَِم  نَوکُتَفَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 95﴿

.” Nor be of those who belied the Signs of Allah, (for) then you shall be of the losers . “ 95

Commentary: verse 95

The previous holy verse advised against maintaining any skepticism about the Qur’ān.
.This noble verse addresses itself to refutation of the verses

Many a time if skepticism remains unchallenged, it will lead to refutation. The verse

:says

.” Nor be of those who belied the Signs of Allah, (for) then you shall be of the losers “ 

All investigation and analysis that had been applied to skepticism in the previous

verse, may equally propound here as well, for refutation is worse than skepticism.
There have been numerous verses and traditions which inform of the certainty the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) possessed. Therefore, the target and the addressees of such

warnings are mankind, and not the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in person. How can someone,
who has led others to believe in something with certainty, be himself a skeptic, or

?refute that same thing

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی کَِّبرَ لا  تُمَِلکَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تَّْقحَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  ﴾ 96﴿

مَیِللاَا بَاذَعَْلا  اوُرَیَ  یَّتحَ  هٍیَاءَ  ُّلکُ  مهُْتءَآجَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 97﴿

Verily those against whom the Word of your Lord has proved true will not . “ 96
,” believe

.” Even if every Sign come unto them, until they see the painful chastisement . “ 97

Commentary: verses 96-97

Allah tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), here, that there is a group among his opponents who

are fanatic and obstinate and who cannot be expected to become believers. They

have become so brainwashed in their thinking, and have been led astray to such an

extent that they have lost their human consciences, becoming individuals who may

not be impressed or influenced. However, explaining the subject with this

connotation, the Qur’ān says that Allah’s commandment had been proven and was

:unequivocal to them, though they will not become believers. The verse says

,” Verily those against whom the Word of your Lord has proved true will not believe “ 

Even if all Allah’s verses and symbols had dawned upon them, they would not become

believers unless they witnessed the Divine Punishment with their own eyes, at which

.time, their faith would be of no avail

:The verse says

.” Even if every Sign come unto them, until they see the painful chastisement “ 

****

p: 150

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4126 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


یَلإِ مْهُانَْعَّتمَوَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  يزْخِْلا  بَاذَعـَ  مْهُْنعَ  انَْفشـَکَ  اوُنمَاءَ  آَّمَل  سَُنوُی  مَوْقَ  َّلاإِ  آهَُنامَیإِ  آهعَفَنَفَ  تْنَمَاءَ  هٌیَرْقَ  تَْناکَ  لاَوْلَفَ  ﴾ 98﴿

نٍیحِ

Why was there not a township which believed, so that their belief should have . “ 98
profited them, except the people of Jonah (Yūnus)? When they believed, We removed

from them the Penalty of Ignominy in the life of the world, and gave them enjoyment

.” for a while

Commentary: verse 98

Allah, the Gracious, had said in the previous verses, Pharaoh’s repentance when he

witnessed the Punishment was not accepted. In line with this account, the Qur’ān

recounts the story of the nation of Jonah before the Punishment was imposed, asking

the question why is it that the people of every settlement do not become believers

?when their faith would bring them dividends and is to their advantage

Allah, the Gracious, likewise has declared that accepting faith at the time when the

punishment is imposed and death is near is of no avail. However, when the nation of

Jonah witnessed the early signs of the Punishment they started to believe, and Allah

relieved them from it, and allowed them to enjoy their lives until the end of their

:lifetimes, and reap the fruits of His blessings. The verse says

Why was there not a township which believed, so that their belief should have “ 
profited them, except the people of Jonah (Yūnus)? When they believed, We removed

from them the Penalty of Ignominy in the life of the world, and gave them enjoyment

.” for a while
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According to Hadrat Sādiq (a.s.), Hadrat Jonah (a.s.) had been preaching for 33 years,
starting at the age of 30 until the age of 63. However, he only was successful in

converting two people to the religion of monotheism. He then cursed the people for

their recalcitrance. One of these two believers was a sage and philosopher. When he

noticed the prophet’s cursing the people and his departure, he went up to them and

warned them in a loud voice. The people who were impressed, under his guidance,
left the town distancing themselves from their children, and they cried and repented

before Allah until they were forgiven. On his return, Jonah (a.s.) had noticed that

township had not been annihilated. He asked the reason and was told the story:
(. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and As-Sāfī

Therefore, faith and repentance in sufficient time removes Divine Punishment, while

prayer and supplication both removes the Punishment and generates success and

(happiness. (Regarding the occasion of revelation

****
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نَیِنِمؤُْم اوُنوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  سَاَّنلا  هُرِکُْت  تَْناَفَأَ  اًعیمجَ  مْهُُّلکُ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  نْمَ  نَمَلأَ  کَُّبرَ  ءَآشَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 99﴿

And if your Lord had willed, whoever is on the earth would have believed, all of . “ 99
?” them, all together. Will thou then compel the people till they become believers

Commentary: verse 99

Man is free and faith is based upon one’s voluntary choice; it is not to be accepted

.under compulsion or by imposition

Allah is Omnipotent and Omniscient, employing His power in such a way that it does

not run contrary to His Knowledge. And as His omniscience requires mankind to be

.free, He never compels them to accept faith by force

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has compassionately insisted that people accept the faith on the

:basis of voluntary acceptance and not through compulsion. The verse says

And if your Lord had willed, whoever is on the earth would have believed, all of them, “ 
?” all together. Will thou then compel the people till they become believers

****
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نَوُلقِْعیَ نَیذَِّلا لاَ  یلَعَ  سَجْرِّلا  لُعَجْیَوَ  هَِّللا  نِذْإِِب  َّلاإِ  نَِمؤُْت  نْأَ  سٍْفنَِل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 100﴿

And it is not for a soul to believe except by the Will of Allah, and He appoints . “ 100
.” uncleanness (of infidelity) on those who do not ponder

Commentary: verse 100

People are neither compelled to accept the faith (according to the previous verse) nor

can they succeed in accepting the faith without His guidance and Divine Providence.
:The verse says

, …” And it is not for a soul to believe except by the Will of Allah “ 

Divine favor and Divine Providence shine their light upon the sage and those people

who use their reasoning and he who does not meditate and reason under his own

volition, will suffer His Punishment and will abide in wretchedness. The verse

:continues saying

.” and He appoints uncleanness (of infidelity) on those who do not ponder “… 

Sound reasoning provides the basis for faith and having no faith exhibits ignorant and

.irrational behavior

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی َّلا  مٍوْقَ  نعَ  رُذُُّنلاوَ  تُایَلاَا  یِنْغُت  امَوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  اذَامَ  اورُظُْنا  لُِق  ﴾ 101﴿

Say: ‘Observe you what is in the heavens and the earth! But neither Signs nor . “ 101
’.” warnings avail a people who do not believe

Commentary: verse 101

In the previous verses the issue in question was that faith is a voluntary matter; it is
not a matter that springs up in emergency situations, nor is it compulsory. It is for this

reason that the means of acquiring faith is shown in this verse. Addressing the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the Qur’ān implies that he should say to the unbelievers to carefully

observe the wonderful, profound system at work in the skies and on the earth each

part of which exhibits the magnitude, power, knowledge and wisdom of Allah. The

:verse says

!…” Say: ‘Observe you what is in the heavens and the earth“

The above sentence explicitly rules out the issue of fatalism and the lack of freedom

of will. It indicates that accepting faith is consequential upon studying the world of

.existence which is a task left entirely in our hands

The Qur’ān adds, however, that despite all these verses and clues to the Truth, is it
not surprising that some groups do not become believers, for those verses and clues,
warnings and admonishments not only are of no benefit to those who lack

preparedness for embracing the Truth, but they are not useful for those obstinate

:people who will not become believers either. The verse continues saying

’.” But neither Signs nor warnings avail a people who do not believe “… 
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نَیرِظِتَنمُْلا نَِم  مکُعَمَ  یّنإِ  اورُظِتَْنافَ  لُْق  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  اوْلَخَ  نَیذَِّلا  مِاَّیأَ  لَْثِم  َّلاإِ  نَورُظِتَْنیَ  لْهَفَ  ﴾ 102﴿

Do they then expect (anything) but the like of the days of those who passed . “ 102
away before them? Say: ‘Wait you then, verily I also with you, will be of those who

’.” wait

Commentary: verse 102

This verse is in the form of a question with a threatening tone. It declares that

obstinate and faithless people expect to see a destiny other than that of former

nations which suffered the painful Divine Punishment; the doom of Pharaohs, the

:Nimrods, Shaddāds, and their assistants and advocates. The verse says

Do they then expect (anything) but the like of the days of those who passed away “ 
? …” before them

Towards the end of the verse, in order to warn them, Allah commands the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) to tell them that now they are on such a track, and are not ready to

reconsider their fate, that they should wait and look out for it as he was. The verse

:continues saying

’.” Say: ‘Wait you then, verily I also with you, will be of those who wait “… 

They wait in order to avoid and deny Allah’s call, and we wait for the evil and painful

.destiny which awaits them like that of the former oppressive nations of the past

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا جِْنُن  انَْیلَعَ  اًقّحَ  کَِلذَکَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  انَلَسُرُ  یجّنَُن  َّمُث  ﴾ 103﴿

Then (when Our wrath fell) We deliver Our messengers and those who believe. . “ 103
.” Thus it is binding on Us (that) We deliver the believers

Commentary: verse 103

Our common sense tells us and we witness the fact that the good and evil are

sometimes placed in the same category indiscriminately. The Qur’ān warns us also in
verse 25 of Sura Al-Anfāl that we must fear the calamities which not only are inflicted

upon the oppressors but also upon the faithful as well. How is it, then, that this verse

:states that Allah saves the faithful in time of trouble? The verse says

. …” Then (when Our wrath fell) We deliver Our messengers and those who believe “ 

The answer to this verse is that if the faithful remain silent when they are among the

disbelievers and the guilty, Allah’s punishment will encompass all of them. However, if
the believers act according to their divine duty, which is forbidding the wrong, Allah

:may save them in time of trouble. The verse continues saying

.” Thus it is binding on Us (that) We deliver the believers “… 

****
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Section 11: Profit or loss caused by Allah Unavoidable by anyone

Point

To worship none but Allah alone – He who avails of guidance or strays, he does it at

his own cost – If Allah wills to bestow any profit or afflict any loss, none else can avoid

.it

تُرِْمُاوَ مْکُاَّفوَتَیَ  يذَِّلا  هََّللا  دُُبعْأَ  نْکَِلوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَودُُبْعتَ  نَیذَِّلا  دُُـبعْأَ  لآفَ  ینیدِ  نِْم    ٍ کّشَ یِف  مُْتنکُ  نْإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  لُْق  ﴾ 104﴿

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا نَِم  نَوکُأَ  نْأَ 

Say: “O you people! If you are in doubt as to my religion, then (know that) I do not . “ 104
worship those whom you worship other than Allah! But I worship Allah Who causes

’.” you to die and I have been commanded that I should be of the believers

Commentary: verse 104

Do not allow the skepticism of others to influence you. Decisiveness is the primary

.condition for leadership

Any reconciliation and agreement with the unbelievers is prohibited. You must expel

the unbelieving front from among yourselves, making them despair. Beware that the

enemy envies the leaders of Islam. You must declare your ostracism and position of

differentiation from the unbelievers. Allah Who is in command of life and death is

more suitable to be worshipped than idols, oppressors, and insignificant powers and

puppets. Therefore, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, by
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extension, the believers have been commanded to be faithful and testify to

:monotheism. The verse says

Say: “O you people! If you are in doubt as to my religion, then (know that) I do not “ 
worship those whom you worship other than Allah! But I worship Allah Who causes

’.” you to die and I have been commanded that I should be of the believers

****
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نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکُتَ  لاَوَ  اًفیِنحَ  نِیدّلِل  کَهَجْوَ  مِْقأَ  نْأَوَ  ﴾ 105﴿

نَیمِِلاَّظلا نَِم  اًذإِ  کََّنإِفَ  تَْلعَفَ  نإِفَ  كَُّرضُیَ  لاَوَ  کَعُفَنیَ  امَ لاَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  عُدْتَ  لاوَ  ﴾ 106﴿

And (I have also been commanded) that ‘Set your face towards the Religion . “ 105
.’” uprightly, and never be of the polytheists

And do not call other than Allah on that which will neither profit you nor hurt you: . “ 106
.” for if you do, then verily you will on that case be of the unjust

Commentary: verses 105-106

In the last verses of this Sura, Allah, the Supreme, has designated the responsibilities

of the Messenger (the Prophet) as to what he must do in case the people did not

:follow him or hesitated in accepting his mission. The verse says

And (I have also been commanded) that ‘Set your face towards the Religion “ 
.’” uprightly, and never be of the polytheists

The Prophet’s responsibility is to get the people to desist from the worship of self-
styled gods and induce the sincere worship of the one Allah, “Allah”, to inculcate an

honest faith in Him and to execute His Commandments whether apparent or hidden.
They should not worship other gods and man-made idols, for by doing this they would

be oppressing themselves because these false deities are of no advantage or

disadvantage to them. He Who is really the only source of benefit and loss is no one

:but “Allah”. The verse says
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And do not call other than Allah on that which will neither profit you nor hurt you: for “ 
.” if you do, then verily you will on that case be of the unjust

Man’s submission to idols and those manufactured deities he has made as partners

with the Creator, is injustice to himself. If he does this, he will lose his identity which is
one of the most precious endowments he is blessed with, and if he tries to persuade

others to follow this road this can also be considered as oppressing the people by

.misleading them in their thinking

.Though this speech is addressed to the Prophet, in reality it is targeted at the people

****
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رُوفُغَْلا وَهُوَ  هِدِابَعِ  نِْم  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  هِِب  بُیصُِی  هِِلضـْفَِل  َّدآرَ  لاَفَ  رٍْیخَِب  كَدْرُِی  نإِوَ  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هَُل  فَشِاکَ  لاَفَ    ٍ رّضـُِب هَُّللا  کَسْسـَمْیَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 107﴿

مُیحَِّرلا

And if Allah afflicts you with any hurt, none can remove it but Him. And if He . “ 107
intends any good for you, none can repel His favor. He causes it to reach whomsoever

.” of His servants He pleases, and He is the Forgiving, the Merciful

Commentary: verse 107

If Allah causes you pain in cases of calamities or brings you hardships or sufferings,
no one but He is able to release you by removing them, and if He gives you well-being

in matters of health, blessings or affluence and so forth, no one can hinder Him or

:block His way. The verse says

And if Allah afflicts you with any hurt, none can remove it but Him. And if He intends “ 
. …” any good for you, none can repel His favor

Allah’s beneficence, which is always appropriate, extends in different circumstances

for whom He pleases from among His servants and according to His wise Judgment

and realistic evaluation. He is forgiving of the sins committed by his servants and He is
:compassionate towards them. The verse says

He causes it to reach whomsoever of His servants He pleases, and He is the “… 
.” Forgiving, the Merciful

****
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اهَْیلَعَ ُّلضِیَ  امََّنإِفَ  َّلضَ  نمَوَ  هِسِْفنَِل  يدِتَهْیَ  امََّنإِف  يدَتَهْا  نِمَفَ  مْکُّبرَ  نِم  ُّقحَْلا  مُکُءَآجَ  دْقَ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  لُْق  ﴾ 108﴿

لٍیکِوَِب مکُْیلَعَ  ْاَنأَ  آمَوَ 

Say: ‘O mankind! (Now) the Truth has come to you from your Lord. Therefore, . “ 108
whoever is guided, he is guided for (the good of) his own self, and whoever strays, he

’.” strays only against it; and I am not a warden over you

Commentary: verse 108

This verse and the one following it are admonishments to mankind in general and to

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in particular. They complement the commandments that Allah

.has explained throughout this Sura and with that, the Sura of Yūnus comes to an end

At first, as a general instruction, Allah commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say to

.mankind that the Truth has now reached them from their Lord

These instructions, this Heavenly Book, this program and this Prophet along with his

miracles are all true and the evidence of their truthfulness is explicit and obvious. The

:verse declares

. …” Say: ‘O mankind! (Now) the Truth has come to you from your Lord “ 

In the light of this reality, he who is led by the light of this truth has been guided and

will reap his own advantages while he who refuses and fails to submit himself when

facing truth would have taken steps towards his own destruction. The verse continues

:saying
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Therefore, whoever is guided, he is guided for (the good of) his own self, and “… 
; …” whoever strays he strays only against it

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is instructed to say that he is not their agent; he does not act on

:their behalf as an advocate, nor is he their guardian. The verse says

’.” and I am not a warden over you “… 

That is, neither is he commissioned to force them to accept the truth for accepting

faith under compulsion is meaningless not could he save them from the Divine

Punishment in case they did not accept the Truth. His duty is to call them to Islam, to

bring Allah’s message to them, to guide them on the Straight Path, to lead them, and

.to serve them as their leader

****
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نَیمِکِاحَْلا رُْیخَ  وَهُوَ  هَُّللا  مَکُحْیَ  یَّتحَ  رِْبصْاوَ  کَْیَلإِ  یحَوُی  امَ  عِْبَّتاوَ  ﴾ 109﴿

And follow (only) what is revealed unto you, and be patient till Allah judges, and . “ 109
.” He is the best of the judges

Commentary: verse 109

In this noble verse, Allah sums up the duties of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in two sentences:
the first one says that he should act according to what has been revealed unto him.

:The verse says

, …” And follow (only) what is revealed unto you “ 

The direction or his path has been fixed by what Allah has revealed to him and he is
.not allowed to make the slightest deviation from it

Secondly there are numerous trials and tribulations facing him on this path and he

must not let himself be distracted by these difficulties. He must wait, practice

fortitude, and maintain his position until Allah issues His verdict concerning his success

over his enemies, for Allah is the Best of those who decide because His decision is

identical with the Truth, His wisdom is based on justice and His promise is never to be

:broken. The verse continues saying

.” and be patient till Allah judges, and He is the best of the judges “… 

.The End of Sura Yūnus
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.In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Hūd

Point

(Revealed in Mecca)

(verses in 10 sections 123)

The Contents of Sura Hūd

This holy Sura was revealed during the last years of the Prophet’s stay in Mecca,
during which the Muslims were experiencing very hard times because of the passing

.away of Hadrat Abū-Tālib and Hadrat Khadijah

The blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) once said: “Sura Hūd made me age”, for the verse

recommending perseverance and persistence has been revealed within this Sura. It

. ” says: “Persevere and persist as you have been ordered and your followers with you

However, the impatience and lack of perseverance of the companions of the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) annoyed him

The contents of this Sura, which comprises 123 verses, deal with the history of the

prophets; in particular, the story of Hadrat Noah (a.s.). It also focuses upon economic

problems. Attention is devoted to the history of the prophets, presenting their

message as a continuous historical process, and not as some isolated affairs. It insists

on the fact that the history of the prophets is governed by laws, the study of which

reveals the secrets of the rise and fall, the glorification and degradation of nations.
This indicates that religion is not separate from
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.society, and society’s destiny depends entirely upon people’s religion and way of life

The name of Hadrat Hūd (a.s.) has been repeated five times in this Sura which equals

.the number of its recurrence throughout the rest of the Qur’ān

As for the virtues implied in this Sura, there is a tradition narrated from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) who has said: “He who recites this Sura, will reap rewards, the size of which

would equal the number of all those who believed in Hūd and the other prophets as

well as those who refuted them, and he will be elevated in rank equal to those of the

.” martyrs on the Day of Resurrection, and thus everything would be easy for him

Obviously, a mere cursory reading of the Sura would have not such a result; rather

reading, meditating upon it and later combining it with practice, would place man

.along with the former believers and distance him from the rejecters of the prophets

****
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Sura Hūd No. 11

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 10 sections 123

Section 1 : Repentance earns pardon and the bounties from Allah

Point

The verses of the Qur’ān established in Wisdom – The Apostle Muhammad is a

Warner and the Bearer of Glad Tidings from Allah

رٍیِبخَ مٍیکِحَ  نْدَُل  نِم  تْلَصُِّف  َّمُث  هُُتایَاءَ  تْمَکِحُْا  بٌاتَکِ  رلا  ﴾ 1﴿

Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Rā ‘R’. (This is) a Book whose verses are set firmly, then explained . “ ’ 1
.” in detail, from One All-Wise, All-Aware

Commentary: verse 1

The Qur’ān is made up of those very same alphabetical letters that are found in every

Arabic text available for all. However, Allah has created a book out of these simple

.letters, the equivalent of which no one can produce

Just as man makes bricks and ceramics out of soil, Allah creates thousands of flowers

and plants, fruits and animals as well as man, out of the same materials. Of course

just as we can notice Allah’s omnipotence in the system of creation, we can observe

His omnipotence in the Book of Divine legislation as well. There
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are some further explanations about the abbreviated letters mentioned at the

.beginning of Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2 which need not to be repeated here

The Qur’ān is a decisive Book, containing one fundamental spirit; that is, the spirit of

monotheism; besides all its stories, exhortations, Divine commandments, and its

.verses are the explanations of this very line

.The Qur’ān is a decisive book which has not been distorted nor is it to be doubted

It is not based on conjecture and presupposition, and so all its contents are

.irrevocable with sound foundations

The foundations of the Qur’ān are decisively firm and nothing will be able to penetrate

or cause disruption in it. The further science advances, the more the secrets of this

.book are revealed and discovered

The Qur’ān is both demonstrative and irrevocable, while at the same time,
encompassing all the dimensions of this worldly life and the life hereafter. The Qur’ān

has been revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in its totality, after which, it has been

extensively explained. And as Allah is Wise, His Book is decisive, and as He is All-
:Aware, He has dealt with the details of all needs. The verse says

Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Rā ‘R’. (This is) a Book whose verses are set firmly, then explained in “ ’
detail, from One

.” All-Wise, All-Aware

****
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رٌیشَِبوَ رٌیذَِن  هُْنِم  مکَُل  یِنَّنإِ  هََّللا  َّلاإِ  اودُُبْعتَ  َّلاأَ  ﴾ 2﴿

It teaches) that you should worship none but Allah. Verily, I am for you from Him, . “ ) 2
.” a warner and a bearer of glad tidings

Commentary: verse 2

This verse takes up the most important and the most fundamental issue of the

Qur’ān, which is monotheism by explaining the campaign against polytheism as

:follows

Allah’s first and foremost call to mankind is that he should stop worshipping

:everything else but the Almighty. The verse says

. …” It teaches) that you should worship none but Allah “ )

Secondly, the Divine call concerns the matter that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is surely

.acting on Allah’s behalf, as a messenger of warning and glad tidings

The duty of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is that he warns people against disobeying Allah,
.injustice, corruption, polytheism and infidelity

He informs them of Divine punishment as a result of their evil actions, and give them

glad tidings of a happy fate for their obedience, piety and virtuousness. The holy

:verse continued saying

.” Verily, I am for you from Him, a warner and a bearer of glad tidings “… 

****
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فُاخَأَ یّنإِفَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نإِوَ  هُلَضـْفَ  لٍضْفَ  يذِ  َّلکُ  تِؤُْیوَ  یًمّسـَُم  لٍجـَأَ  یَلإِ  اًنسـَحَ  اًـعاتَمَ  مکُْعّتمَُی  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت  َّمُث  مْکَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسـْا  نِأَوَ  ﴾ 3﴿

رٍیِبکَ مٍوْیَ  بَاذَعَ  مْکُْیلَعَ 

And that you seek the forgiveness of Allah and turn unto Him in repentance so that . “ 3
He may provide you with a goodly provision to an appointed term, and bestow His

.abounding grace on everyone endowed with grace

But if you turn away (from serving Him), then

.” I fear for you the Penalty of a Great Day

Commentary: verse 3

His third call is that people should repent from their sins, and purify themselves from

.all types of pollution

His fourth call for them is that they should turn to Him after purifying themselves from

their sins by repentance, thus decorating themselves with Divine characteristics. This

means that returning to Him means nothing more than acquiring those qualities that

.are associated with Him

Afterwards, the holy Qur’ān recounts that the practical results which ensue from

acceptance or rejection of the four commandments, mentioned in the above, are as

follows: Whenever you act according to this schedule, Allah grants you a whole happy

:life-time of enjoyment in your worldly life. The verse says
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And that you seek the forgiveness of Allah and turn unto Him in repentance so that“
, …” He may provide you with a goodly provision to an appointed term

Therefore, before enabling one to reap the fruits of his deeds in the After-Life,
religion and religious ideologies tend to produce their fruits in this world. Moreover,
the fact that everyone is rewarded according to his deeds in this world, and people’s
individual differences are never overlooked, it is amazing how they can all act in

accordance with those four principles mentioned above. Allah measures each in his

virtue and every individual’s merit for whatever He bestows upon him. The verse

:continues saying

. …” and bestow His abounding grace on everyone endowed with grace “… 

However, if you turn against these principles, disobeying these ideological and

practical commandments, I fear for you the punishment of a Great Day, when you

:must stand in that great court of Justice for the Divine Judgment. The verse says

But if you turn away (from serving Him), then I fear for you the Penalty of a Great “… 
.” Day

****
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رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  لِّکُ  یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  مْکُعُجِرْمَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  ﴾ 4﴿

.” To Allah is your return and He is All-Powerful over everything . “ 4

Commentary: verse 4

At any rate, one should beware that regardless of who he is and whatever rank or

:position he may occupy, that ultimately, the one will return to Him. The verse says

 …” To Allah is your return “ 

The above sentence points to the fifth principle of the fundamental principles of the

.Qur’ān, that is, the Resurrection

You should never think that your power is significant compared to the power of Allah,
or you are able to disobey His orders, and escape His Court of Justice. Never give

yourselves the benefit of a doubt that He would be unable to assemble your

degenerated bones after death, providing them with a new life, because He is

:Omnipotent and has the power over all things. The verse continues saying

.” and He is All-Powerful over everything “… 

****
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رِودُُّصلا تِاذَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هَُّنإِ  نَوُنِلْعُی  امَوَ  نَوُّرسُِی  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  مْهَُبایَِث  نَوشُْغتَسیَ  نَیحِ  لاأَ  هُْنِم  اوفُخْتَسْیَِل  مْهُرَودُصُ  نَوُنْثیَ  مْهَُّنإِ  لآأَ  ﴾ 5﴿

Behold! They fold up their breasts to hide them from him (the Prophet)! Behold! . “ 5
Even when they cover themselves with their garments, He knows what they conceal

.” and what they reveal: Verily He is aware of what is in the hearts

Commentary: verse 5

This verse, in general, makes allusions to one of the foolish behaviors of the Prophet’s
(p.b.u.h.) enemies who, by using their subterfuge and hypocritical manner, i.e.,
distancing themselves from the Truth, sought to conceal their true nature from the

.public so as not to lend their ears to the words of truth

Thus, the holy Qur’ān implies that the unbelievers would approach each other in a

very intimate manner, and draw alongside one another so as to conceal themselves

:and their words from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The verse says

(! …” Behold! They fold up their breasts to hide them from him (the Prophet “ 

The interpretation of /yaθnūn/ probably refers to whatever act of concealment,
whether apparent or hidden, that was performed by the enemies of the Prophet

.(. (p.b.u.h

The Arabic verb /yaθnūn/ means placing two things next to each other. The word - 1
./’iθnān/ means ‘two’, which also signifies bearing a grudge against someone

Therefore, the Qur’ānic phrase: (yaθnūna sudūrahum/ either means that the

unbelievers converge and ally themselves for secret objectives
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.and conspiracies against the prophets or that they bear grudges against them

Therefore, the holy Qur’ān hastens to add that we should beware of those who

conceal themselves in their places, however they are not hidden from Allah as He has

:knowledge of all secrets whether open or hidden. The verse also says

Behold! Even when they cover themselves with their garments, He knows what “… 
.” they conceal and what they reveal: Verily He is aware of what is in the hearts

****
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نٍیِبُم بٍاتَکِ  یِف  ٌّلکُ  اهَعَدَوْتَسُْموَ  اهََّرقَتَسُْم  مُلَْعیَوَ  اهَُقزْرِ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  َّلاإِ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  هٍَّبآدَ  نِم  امَوَ  ﴾ 6﴿

And there is no moving creature on the earth but its sustenance is on Allah, and He . “ 6
.” knows its resting place and its depository. All is (recorded) in a clear Book

Commentary: verse 6

The Arabic word /dābbah/, derived from the word /dabīb/ signifies ‘walking slowly’ and

.‘taking short steps.’ However it also refers to every moving creature

The Qur’ānic word /rizq/ signifies the continuous bestowal of bounties, whether

material or spiritual. Hence, we call to Allah in our prayers: “O Allah! Bestow upon me

knowledge that is useful.” Whatever of sustenance He bestows is suitable for the

relevant creature. For instance, the food that babies utilize, while still unborn, alters

according to their needs after birth which changes into delicious milk, otherwise, how

could a human being feed a baby in the womb of its mother? Or, how could a newly

?born baby receive its food

In another occurrence, the Qur’ān says: “And how many a living creature that does

(not carry it’s sustenance: Allah sustains it and yourselves.”(1

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) says in his will to Imam Hasan (a.s.): “Sustenance, /rizq/, is of two kinds:
One kind is to be obtained through your own endeavor and struggle; the other kind is

that which comes to you by itself, whether it be natural, such as
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sunlight and rain, or whether it be a potentiality in man such as intelligence and

.” memory

Thus, the verse does not tell us to sit around and wait for food to descend from

Heaven; rather it tells us to struggle and to endeavor, as well as to consider whatever

we obtain as Allah-given and is a bestowal from Him. He takes care of all creatures

which necessitates the existence of a very accurate system to be permanently at

work so as to keep track of all allotted portions and needs. That is, He must be aware

of the numbers and places of all men, animals, marine animals, birds, and desert

animals as well as creatures great or small with their various specifications and

:needs. The verse says

And there is no moving creature on the earth but its sustenance is on Allah, and He “ 
.” knows its resting place and its depository. All is (recorded) in a clear Book

If all knowledge is contained in the Holy Book, it follows that he who has a good

command of the Book knows everything. We recite in the last verse of Sura Ar-Ra‘d:
“…Say: ‘Allah is sufficient as a witness between me and you and the one with whom is

(the knowledge of the Book.”(1

Both Shī‘ah and the Sunni quotations reaffirm the fact that the man in question in the

.(. foregoing sentence is Hadrat Ali (a.s

Concerning the provision bestowed upon the creatures, Allah’s way of treatment is of

two kinds. One is providing them directly with those necessities for their existence and

the other is providing for them through making the means and devices available

which would enable them to meet their needs. Thus, obtaining one’s share is not

.incompatible with the laws governing one’s endeavor in obtaining what he needs
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In other words, one must not rely upon others for his needs, abandoning his own

struggle. At the same time we must admit that our share is in Allah’s control, for He

has made available to us both the resources of our provisions as well as the reasons

.and means for the exploitation, discovery, and acquisition of those resources

****
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نَوُثوعُْبمَ مکَُّنإِ  تَْلُق  نِئَلوَ  لاًمَعَ  نُسَحْأَ  مْکُُّیاَ  مْکُوَُلْبیَِل  ءِآمَْلا  یلَعَ  هُشُرْعَ  نَاکَوَ  مٍاَّیأَ  هَِّتسـِ  یِف  ضَرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُوَ  ﴾ 7﴿

نٌیِبُم رٌحْسِ  لاإِ  آذَهَ  نْإِ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنَلوقُیََل  تِوْمَْلا  دِْعَب  نِم 

And He it is Who created the heavens and the earth within Six Days (periods), and . “ 7
His Throne was over the water so that He might try you, which of you is best in

conduct. And, if you were to say to them: ‘Verily you shall be raised up after death’,
’.” the unbelievers would surely say: ‘This is (not) but a manifest sorcery

Commentary: verse 7

There are three principal issues discussed in this noble verse: First, the creation of the

world of existence which represents a display of Allah’s Omnipotence, specially the

initiation of creation which signifies His Power, as well as the reasons for His glory.
:The verse says

(, …” And He it is Who created the heavens and the earth within Six Days (periods “ 

:The word ‘Days’ here means epochs, whether long or short. Then it adds

 …” and His Throne was over the Water “…

Some of the scientists believe that at very early time of creation, the world of

existence was in the form of some molten materials, (or some extra ordinary pressed

(. gases which had the form of some liquid materials

Then, some great bursts happened inside this very liquid substance and parts of its

outside surface were continuously
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.separated off which, finally, formed the stars and germs of the systems in the sky

Therefore, the world of existence, maybe, at first was located on this great material,
.the liquid like

The second issue hinted at in this verse, is the objective of the creation of the cosmos,
the main aim of which refers to the supreme fruit of the process of creation, namely

.man

Man who must be subjected to educational processes, thus evolving and approaching

:the Almighty even further. It says

. …” so that He might try you which of you is best in conduct “… 

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “Good conduct refers to that kind of conduct which is coupled

with knowledge, sincerity and virtue, not a mere action which is practiced in

abundance. Therefore, the heavens and the earth have been created for good deeds

.” and not for the sake of happiness, pleasure-seeking, and negligence

Definitely, those who deny the Day of Resurrection have no reasoning for their claim

and they only take recourse to accusations of sorcery and hallucinations. The verse

:says

And, if you were to say to them: ‘Verily you shall be raised up after death’, the “… 
’.” unbelievers would surely say: ‘This is (not) but a manifest sorcery

****
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هِِب اوُناکـَامَ  مهِِب  قَاحـَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  اًفورُصـْمَ  سَْیَل  مْهِیِتأْیـَ  مَوْیـَ  ـَلاأَ  هُسُِبحْیَ  امـَ  َّنُلوـقُیََل  هٍدَودُْـعمَ  هٍَّمُا  یَلإِ  بَاذَعـَْلا  مُهـُْنعَ  اَـنرَّْخأَ  نِْـئَلوَ  ﴾ 8﴿

نَوءُزِهْتَسْیَ

And if We postpone the penalty from them until a limited period of time, they will . “ 8
surely say: ‘What prevents it?’ Beware! On the day it will come to them it shall not be

turned aside from them, and they will be encompassed by that which they used to

.” mock at

Commentary: verse 8

The word /’ummah/ refers to a group which has a common aim and also means

women. The aim in this verse is a definite period of time as we also recite in Sura

Yūsuf /waŏkur ba‘da ’ummatin/ which means that the freed prisoner was reminded of

.Yūsuf after the passage of a length of time

At any rate, Allah, the Gracious, remarks that if He postponed the tormenting

punishment of these unbelievers for a certain period of time, delaying its certain

arrival, they would sarcastically cry: If these punishments are certain to come, what

has kept them back? In response, the Qur’ān implies that they should beware of the

punishment whose late arrival they mocked about, for when He decides to let it come,
no one would be able to reverse it, and when He wishes it to happen, no one can stop

it, and they would be eradicated by the very punishment which they so mockingly

.despised

:The verse says

And if We postpone the penalty from them until a limited period of time, they will “ 
surely say: ‘What prevents it?’ Beware! On the day it will come to them it shall not be
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turned aside from them, and they will be encompassed by that which they used to

.” mock at

:Explanations

The postponement of the Divine punishment has a number of implications, namely, - 1
providing a chance for the sinners to repent, the birth of faithful children from deviant

parents, etc. Moreover, the existence of honest people and their prayers also delay

.the occurrence of Divine punishment

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) and Imam Sādiq (a.s.) have been quoted in a tradition as saying - 2
that the holy phrase: /’ummatin ma‘dūdah/ in the verse refers to a limited group of like

minded people, alludes to the friends of Hadrat Mahdī (a.s.), whose number equals no

more than 313, equivalent in size to the circle of Companions at Badr, who assembled

.like autumn clouds over the sea

Other interpretations have been made for the phrase /’ummatin ma‘dūdah/ with - 3
documentations from the Qur’ānic verses and the sayings of the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.)
which also exist in Sunni interpretations and we will not deal with them here for the

.sake of brevity

****
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Section 2

Point

Patience and good deeds

earn pardon from Allah

The common nature of the people who rejoice and get proud when blessed by Allah

and whenever any blessings is justly withdrawn, man gets dejected and becomes

ungrateful – The infidels challenged to bring some chapters like those of the Qur’ān is
.they be truthful – Tyrants cursed by Allah

رٌوفُکَ سٌوُئیََل  هَُّنإِ  هُْنِم  اهَانَعْزََن  َّمُث  هًمَحْرَ  اَّنِم  نَاسَْنلإِا  انَْقذَأَ  نِْئَلوَ  ﴾ 9﴿

If We make man taste mercy from Ourselves, (and) then take it off from him, verily . “ 9
.” he is despairing ungrateful

Commentary: verse 9

Allah’s blessings do not always reflect His compassion; nor does usually the

withdrawal of His blessings signify His punishment and anger. Many a time, they could

:mean that He might be putting someone through a special test. The verse says

If We make man taste mercy from Ourselves, (and) then take it off from him, verily “ 
.” he is despairing ungrateful

As man does not understand the Divine wisdom and his own good, he tends to jump

to conclusions, feels desperate and becomes ungrateful. However faith in Him is not

based upon what we perceive to be our happiness in life. Allah’s blessings are the

consequences of His judgment and His grace, not the results of our merit. Therefore,
:despair of Allah’s blessings leads to ungratefulness. In this regard, the verse says

.” verily he is despairing ungrateful “… 
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رٌوخُفَ حٌرِفََل  هَُّنإِ  یّنعَ  تُائَّیَّسلا  بَهَذَ  َّنَلوقُیََل  هُْتَّسمَ  ءَآَّرضَ  دَْعَب  ءَآمَْعَن  هُانَْقذَأَ  نِْئَلوَ  ﴾ 10﴿

And if We make him taste (Our) favors after adversity has afflicted him, he will . “ 10
.” say, ‘The evils have departed from me’. Verily he is joyous, boastful

Commentary: verse 10

All the blessings which are handed down to man after hardships and sufferings must

serve as a source of thanksgiving and remembering Allah (s.w.t.) and not as a means

.of arrogance, boasting and self satisfaction

There are two risks to one’s joy, one is making a wrong analysis of events, and the

.other is that this joy would result in a person’s arrogance

Worldly affairs do not always take the same path, on the contrary, as some Islamic

traditions testify to, they have two sides to them; sometimes they run in your favor, at

other times, they run against you. Once they are in your favor, you must not become

arrogant, and once they are otherwise, you must keep your patience because, at any

rate, you are the focus of the Divine attention, and you are in the course of Allah’s
:trial. The verse says

And if We make him taste (Our) favors after adversity has afflicted him, he will say, “ 
.” ‘The evils have departed from me’. Verily he is joyous, boastful

****
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هٌرَفِْغمَ مهَُل  کَِئَلوُْا  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّلاإِ  ﴾ 11﴿

رٌیِبکَ رٌجْأَوَ 

Except those who are patient and constant, and do deeds of righteousness; for . “ 11
.” them is forgiveness and a great reward

Commentary: verse 11

All cases dealt with in the Qur’ān concerning good conduct are mentioned along with

faith except in this verse which, says: “Except those who are patient and constant”. In

this verse, too, ‘the patient’ refers to the true believers compared with those who

.behave with intolerance

Patience is not confined only to cases of frustration and bitter events. On the contrary,
in cases of abundant welfare and happiness, one must keep patience, otherwise, it

will lead man to unruliness as the Children of Israel were when they were liberated

from the yoke of Pharaoh and gained a more comfortable life and independence they

went the path of aberration. They then started worshipping cows and when

confronted by the protests of Hārun, they went so far in their rudeness that they were

about to kill their prophet. The Qur’ān in this regard says: “Verily the people judged

(me weak and had well nigh slain me.”(1

Therefore, being patient in times of joy and sorrow is one of the best examples of

good conduct. A true believer is an integrated person who never despairs, neither is
he blasphemous, happy-go lucky, nor arrogant. On the contrary, he is patient and

.persevering
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رٌیذَـن تَنأَ  آمََّنإِ  کٌلَمَ  هُعَمَ  ءَآجَ  وْأَ  زٌْنکَ  هِْیلَعَ  لَزِْنُا  لآوَْل  اوُلوقُیَ  نأَ  كَرُدْصـَ  هِِب  قُِئآضـَوَ  کَْـیَلإِ  یحَوُی  امـَ  ضَْعَب  كُرِاتـَ  کََّلعَلَفَ  ﴾ 12﴿

لٌیکِوَ ءٍیْشَ  لّکُ  یلَعَ  هَُّللاوَ 

So perhaps you may (be inclined) to give up a part of what is revealed unto thee, . “ 12
and your breast becomes straitened by it lest they say, ‘Why has not a treasure been

sent down unto him or an angel not come with him?’ Verily you are only a warner, and

.” Allah is custodian over everything

Commentary: verse 12

Once the unbelievers asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to turn the mountains of Mecca into

gold through a miracle or they wished that an angel come to him, thus confirming him.
Others, on the contrary, owing to their grudge and hatred, wanted him to say

something related to Hadrat Ali (a.s.) and whenever he would say something, they

.would reject all of it

Therefore, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) felt a strain in his heart, and consequently, he

delayed conveying the messages. Incidentally, his delay did not intrude upon his

infallibility nor was it incompatible with it, for at that time, there was no urgency to

convey Allah’s message. Thus, owing to considerations which were not personal but

based upon expediency, he could postpone conveying the verses. With the revelation

of this verse, those considerations were set aside and the message had now to be

:conveyed without delay. The verse says

So perhaps you may (be inclined) to give up a part of what is revealed unto thee, and “ 
your breast becomes
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straitened by it lest they say, ‘Why has not a treasure been sent down unto him or an

?’ …” angel not come with him

Perhaps, the delay in conveying the revelations had been confined solely to a few

obstinate people, of whose guidance the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had despaired. However,
Allah ordered that although they might not become believers, it was the duty of the

:Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not to abandon them. The verse continues saying

.” Verily you are only a warner, and Allah is custodian over everything “… 

Therefore, a leader and an authority in propagating the message of Islam must be

always decisive in propagating and conveying the word of Allah, remaining undaunted

by the people’s words and pretexts, for Allah is the guarantor of a prophet’s duty and

prophets are not responsible for the consequences. They must act according to their

.duty and leave the rest to the Almighty

The unbelievers used to put pressure upon the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) under various

.pretexts. It was in addition to the physical tortures that they used to inflict upon him

****
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نَیِقدِاصَ مُْتنکُ  نإ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  مُتْعطَتَسْا  نِمَ  اوعُدْاوَ  تٍایَرَتَْفُم  هِِلْثِم  رٍوَسُ  رِشْعَِب  اوُتأْفَ  لُْق  هُارَتَْفا  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْأَ  ﴾ 13﴿

Or do they say: ‘He has forged it’? Say, ‘Bring you then ten suras forged, like unto . “ 13
!’” it, and call (to your aid) whomsoever you can, other than Allah, if you are truthful

Commentary: verse 13

The Qur’ān is not only a miracle of eloquence in itself, it is also a miracle from the view

point of its wisdom and ideology, its admonitions, its reasoning, the news it gives of

the invisible world and its legislations. The sentence, “and call to your aid whomsoever

you can” is a call addressed to everyone, and not only to those Arabs who could

.comprehend the eloquence and the fluency of the noble Qur’ān

In this regard He elsewhere reiterates: “Were men and jinn to combine together to

(bring the like of this Qur’ān, they could not bring the like of it, …”(1

The miraculous nature of the Qur’ān is multi-faceted. It is found in the sweetness of

its words when read, the harmony of its content, etc. Although it had been revealed

over a period of 23 years, it had revealed scientific knowledge which had been non-
existent at that time. It foretold affairs that eventually took place in the future. It

provided information concerning the nations of antiquity which had left no trace from

themselves. It stated comprehensive laws governing all dimensions of the individual

and social life of man. And it has remained intact
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throughout the ages free of all distortions, changes, and of becoming out-dated and

.forgotten

Despite making it easy for them and all these challenges, mankind is still rendered

impotent. The Qur’ān elsewhere says: “…to bring the like of this Qur’ān…”.(1) In the

verse under discussion, it says: “Bring you then ten suras forged like unto it”. In

another place it makes it even easier by saying: “… then bring one Sura the like

thereof …”.(2) In addition to this, the Qur’ān issues thought-provoking challenges.
Elsewhere it says: “Were men and jinn to combine together to bring the like of this

(Qur’ān.”(3

Elsewhere it implies that if they call on all the think-tanks of the whole globe; they

cannot produce anything like the Qur’ān. Here is the text: “… they could not bring the

(like of it, though some of them were aiders of others.”(4

History has also clearly proven that enemies have waged numerous wars against

Islam, they have planned conspiracies and yet they have never been able to produce

?even one Sura like that of the Qur’ān. Can any miracle performed be better than this

However, instead of using their reason, the unbelievers, accused the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
of fabricating the Qur’ān, saying that it is not the word of Allah, while the Qur’ān is the

:eternal miracle of history. The verse says

Or do they say: ‘He has forged it’? Say, ‘Bring you then ten suras forged, like unto it, “ 
!’” and call (to your aid) whomsoever you can, other than Allah, if you are truthful
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نَومُِلسُْم مُتنأَ  لْهَفَ  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  نأَوَ لآ  هَِّللا  مِلعِِب  لَزِنُا  آمََّنأَ  اومُلَعْافَ  مْکَُل  اوُبیجِتَسْیَ  مَّْل  نإف  ﴾ 14﴿

If then they do not answer your (call), know that it is sent down by the knowledge . “ 14
(?” of Allah, and that there is no Allah but He! Will you then submit (to Islam

Commentary: verse 14

The unbelievers accused the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of having learned the Qur’ān from

someone. The Qur’ān answers them that the source of this Book is Divine Knowledge

and nothing other than that. Sometimes they also said that he had written the Qur’ān

while receiving help from others. This verse provides a firm answer to all those

.accusations

:It says

If then they do not answer your (call), know that it is sent down by the knowledge of“
(?” Allah, and that there is no Allah but He! Will you then submit (to Islam

The noble Qur’ān is not a product of man’s conjectural suppositions, imaginations, or

contemplations, it is based upon Allah’s Omniscience, recognizing no spatial,
temporal, or racial boundaries and is not specific to only one particular generation for

.it is based on Allah’s Knowledge

Similar to the infinite knowledge of Allah, the secrets of the Qur’ān are infinite.
Therefore, we must not waver in our opinion concerning the authenticity of the holy

Qur’ān and in monotheism with regards to Allah because of infidelity and hesitation of

.disbelievers

****
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نَوسُخَْبُی اهَیِف لا  مْهُوَ  اهَیِف  مْهَُلامَعْأَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  فّوَُن  اهَتَنَیزِوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  دُیرُِی  نَاکَ  نمَ  ﴾ 15﴿

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  لٌطِاَبوَ  اهَیِف  اوعُنَصَ  امَ  طَِبحَوَ  رُاَّنلا  َّلاإِ  هِرَخِلأَا  یِف  مْهَُل  سَْیَل  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوُْا  ﴾ 16﴿

Whoever desires the life of this world and its adornment, We shall pay them in full . “ 15
.” (the recompense for) their deeds therein, and they will not be defrauded therein

But) these are they for whom there is naught in the hereafter but the Fire: and . “ ) 16
.” what they have wrought in it shall fail, and vain shall be what they were doing

Commentary: verses 15-16

Their reward for their good conduct will be delivered to them without any diminution

in this world and they will be amply rewarded, which is healthy and favours gifted to

them, but there would be no rewards for them in the Afterlife, for they had no

intention of meriting Allah’s approbation in their deeds and expected no

.compensation in the Hereafter

They had only intended to have what they gain in this world and this they have

:obtained. The verse says

Whoever desires the life of this world and its adornment, We shall pay them in full “ 
.” (the recompense for) their deeds therein, and they will not be defrauded therein

The foregoing holy verses present adequate proofs to the unbelievers and deniers by

.mentioning the reasons for the miracle of the Qur’ān

p: 191

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4167 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


After the truth has been well-expounded and made crystal clear, some people abstain

from submitting to it for their own material benefits. The Qur’ān refers to the fate of

such people in this verse and in the one following by saying that those whose aims are

simply to have a good and luxurious life are given their complete reward in this world

.without losing anything

However, if their intention is to please Allah, they will be rewarded abundantly both in
.this world and in the next

One could easily find examples of the above facts in his environment. The Western

world, in its unceasing efforts, has split the unknown secrets of many sciences, thus

controlling and dominating various forces in nature. It has attained affluence as a

.result of its unity and its continuous struggle and resistance against difficulties

Thus, they will evidently reap the fruits of their labor and attain the fruits of victory.
However, as their aim is solely confined to the worldly life, the natural consequences

.of such acts will be only limited to the provisions of this material world

Therefore, in this verse the Qur’ān explicitly states that whatever they have done in
this world (which are rewarded here) will be obliterated in the next world and they will

get no rewards for whatever they have performed for all they have done for other

:than Allah will become null and void. The verse says

But) these are they for whom there is naught in the hereafter but the Fire: and what “ )
.” they have wrought in it shall fail, and vain shall be what they were doing

****
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نَِم هِِبرْفُکْیَ  نمَوَ  هِِب  نَوُـنِمؤُْی  کَِـئَلوُْا  هًمَحْرَوَ  اًـمامَإِ  یسـَوُم  بُاتـَکِ  هِِلْبقَ  نِموَ  هُْنِم  دٌهـِاشَ  هُوُـلْتیَوَ  هِّبرَ  نِْم  هٍنـَّیَب  یلَعَ  نَاکـَ  نمـَفَأَ  ﴾ 17﴿

نَوُنِمؤُْی سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  کَّبرَ  نِم  ُّقحَْلا  هَُّنإِ  هُْنِم  هٍیَرِْم  یِف  کُتَ  لافَ  هُدُعِوْمَ  رُاَّنلافَ  بِازَحْلاَا 

Is he then (like unto him) who has a clear proof from his Lord and follows him a . “ 17
witness from Him, and before it (is) the Book of Moses, a guide and a mercy (testifying

it)? These believe in it; but whoever of the (different) parties disbelieves in it, the (Hell)
Fire is the promised place; so be you not in doubt of it; verily it (the Qur’ān) is the truth

.” from your Lord, but most of the people do not believe

Commentary: verse 17

Allah has offered more than adequate reasons as to why people must be believers.
The Qur’ān is a miracle on its own and, at the same time, a person like Ali-ibn-Abi-
Tālib (a.s.), is also a witness which testifies to its authenticity. Moreover, the Torah had

also provided good tidings as to the emergence of the Qur’ān long before it was

.revealed

Therefore, the Qur’ān inquires whether he who brings clear evidence from his Lord,
who is supported by a testifying witness, who is commissioned by Allah, and before

whom the Book of Moses (Torah) had come bringing revelations as the forerunner of

future blessings to come and heralding his magnitude to be regarded as equal to

:those who lack all these qualities, signs, and proofs. The verse says

p: 193

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4169 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Is he then (like unto him) who has a clear proof from his Lord and follows him a “ 
witness from Him, and before it (is) the Book of Moses, a guide and a mercy

(?…” testifying it)

He is no one but the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and /bayyinah/ or the clear

evidence he offers, is the glorious Qur’ān, and his witness, who testifies as to the

truthfulness of his prophecy amongst the believers is none other than that righteous

believer, Ali (a.s.), whose signs and characteristics had been depicted in the Torah

long before his historical appearance. Therefore, the authenticity of his mission has

:been verified in three ways

.First, the Qur’ān which is a clear evidence in his hands

Secondly, the previous holy Books which have precisely explained his signs, and

whose adherents were very familiar with those signs during the era of the Prophet

.(. (p.b.u.h

Thirdly, faithful followers, the leading figure of whom is Ali-ibn-Abi-Tālib (as.) who

.testifies as to the truthfulness of his call and his words

Can one still doubt the authenticity of his call or compare him with others who claim to

’? be ‘prophets

Then, it makes an allusion to truth-seeking individuals and calls on them to become

believers, telling them to adhere to such a prophet who carries so many clear proofs.
:It says

; …” These believe in it “… 

Following this statement, the Qur’ān mentions the fate of the unbelievers saying

whichever of the various groups denies him, will meet the Fire of the Inferno, as there

:is its meeting place. It continues saying
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but whoever of the (different) parties disbelieves in it, the (Hell) Fire is the “… 
; …” promised place

As is the case with the style of the holy Qur’ān in most situations, it addresses the

people through addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), at the end of the verse as a general

lesson it teaches that since the circumstances are as such and the authenticity of his

call has been confirmed by so many witnesses, there should not be the least shadow

of doubt cast as far as his mission is concerned, for this is a truthful word on the part

of Allah though many people, because of their ignorance, fanaticism and ego-
:centrism would remain unbelievers in his mission. The verse says

so be you not in doubt of it; verily it (the Qur’ān) is the truth from your Lord, but “… 
.” most of the people do not believe

In summary, the verse refers to the privileges of Islam and the Muslims, the righteous

ones, and their reliance upon sound reasoning for choosing this divine school of

thought, while, simultaneously, it also explains the wicked and evil destiny of the

.arrogant unbelievers

****
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هَِّللا هُنَْعَل  لاَأَ  مْهِّبرَ  یلَعَ  اوُبذَکَ  نیذَِّلا  ءِلآؤُهَ  دُاهَشـْلاَا  لُوقُیَوَ  مْهِّبرَ  یلَعَ  نَوضُرَْعُی  کَِئَلوُْا  اًبذِکَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  يرَتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مُلَظْأَ  نْمَوَ  ﴾ 18﴿

نَیمِِلاَّظلا یلَعَ 

And who is more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah? (On the Day of . “ 18
Resurrection) these will be presented before their Lord and the witnesses (the

prophets and angels) will say: ‘These are those who lied against their Lord!’ Beware!
.” the curse of Allah is on the unjust

Commentary: verse 18

:The Court of the Resurrection contains many witnesses

:A) The Lord who is a witness to all of our conduct

(Verily, Allah is a witness for everything.”(1“

.(: B) The Blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h

How will it be then when We bring from every People a witness, and We bring you a “
(witness over those witnesses? (2

.( C) The Immaculate Imams (a.s

And thus have We made you an Ummah of middling stand that you may be witnesses“
over mankind,…”(3) According to some Islamic traditions, what is meant by Ummah

(nation) here are the Immaculate Imams, for other individuals in the nation are not

eligible for serving as witnesses on that Day owing to their lack of knowledge and

.their not being infallible
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D) The Angels, “And every soul shall come forth, with each will be a driver, and a

(witness.” (1

On the Day of Resurrection every person will be accompanied with two angels; one of

.them drives him and the other is a witness over him

(E) The Earth: “On that Day, she (the earth) will recount (all) her news.”(2

F) Conscience: “Read your book; your own self is sufficient as a reckoner against you

(this Day.”(3

G) One’s Bodily Organs: “On the Day (of Resurrection), their tongue, and their hands,
(and their feet shall bear witness against them as to what they used to do.” (4

:H) Time: Imam Sajjād (a.s.) states in the sixth prayer of the Sahifa that

Today (on the Day of Resurrection) is a new day which will testify as to the kind of “
.” conduct we have had

(I) Performance: “…and what they had done they shall find present (there),…”(5

Question: The Qur’ān has employed the word /’azlamu/ when referring to many sins

?while the utmost oppression must be one and not more than one. Why is it so

Answer: This inference is used in 15 cases, all of which are concerned with spiritual

mental deviations irrespective of polytheism, false accusations, covering up the truth

and withholding it, and obstruction of the way and of the remembrance of Allah.
Therefore, the most important of the oppressions is intellectual, cultural, and

.ideological
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The Qur’ān in this verse, as well as in a few verses which come later, explains the

situation, profile, and the fate of those who falsely accuse Allah as follows: The most

oppressive individual is he who is deprived of Divine favors, denies the Day of

Resurrection, distorts facts, obstructs the way of Allah and is neither able to escape

.Allah’s domination in this world nor to seek assistance on the Day of Resurrection

He is the one whose punishment is multi-fold, his life has gone with the wind, his

.endeavors have become null and void, and his life and soul have become lost

Therefore, false accusations against Allah are the greatest of the unjust. Writers and

preachers of religion must be on guard against wrong words and their writings and

keep in mind the fact that there are many witnesses who will testify as to what they

:have said and written on the Day of Resurrection. The verse says

And who is more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah? (On the Day of “ 
Resurrection) these will be presented before their Lord and the witnesses (the

prophets and angels) will say: ‘These are those who lied against their Lord!’ Beware!
.” the curse of Allah is on the unjust

****

p: 198

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4175 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَورُِفاکَ مْهُ  هِرَخِلأَاِب  مْهُوَ  اًجوَعِ  اهََنوغُْبیَوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  نَوُّدصُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 19﴿

Those who hinder (people) from the path of Allah and seek to make it crooked, . “ 19
.” and they are themselves unbelievers as to the hereafter

Commentary: verse 19

Enemies obstruct the Path of Allah through various methods including heresy, false

accusations, personal interpretations, forging traditions, provoking skepticism,
emptying mosques, abandoning and neglecting the teaching of Ahl-ul-Bayt, standing

in the way of good conduct, fabricating pretexts to justify immoral entertainment,
setting forth insignificant issues of hero worship, recommending and propagating

falsehood, humiliating faithful believers, forbidding what has been allowed by religion,
giving undue appreciation and recommendation of what is not appropriate, glorifying

.despots, etc

Among the clear examples of obstruction of Allah’s Path, one may cite closing the gate

of the ‘House of Allah’, closing the ‘House of the men of Allah,’ and the ‘House of the

Ahl-ul-Bayt of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)’ as well as that of the immaculate and just

.leaders

The enemy obstructs the Path first, and if he is unable to do so, he diverts the course

:leading to the Path. The verse says

Those who hinder (people) from the path of Allah and seek to make it crooked, and “ 
.” they are themselves unbelievers as to the hereafter
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عَمَّْسلا نَوعُیطِتَسْیَ  اوُناکَ  امَ  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهَُل  فُعَاضَُی  ءَآیَِلوْأَ  نِْم  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  مْهَُل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَیزِجِْعُم  اوُنوکُیَ  مَْل  کَِئَلوُْا  ﴾ 20﴿

نَورُصِْبُی اوُناکَ  امَوَ 

They will in no wise frustrate (His design) on the earth, nor shall there be for them . “ 20
any protectors besides Allah! The penalty will be doubled for them. They could not

(.” bear to hear (the truth), and they used not to see (it

Commentary: verse 20

How can one reconcile the issue of the manifestation and multiplication of Allah’s
?punishment with Divine justice which seem to be incompatible with each other

Answer: He who misleads others, owing to his power and position, naturally must be

.held responsible for their faults

Thus, the sin committed by knowledgeable people, because of their social function, is
manifold when compared to that committed by ordinary people and this is identical

with justice. Any way, the oppressors are under the yoke of the Divine wrath and

:power, and will meet their own doom. The holy verse says

They will in no wise frustrate (His design) on the earth, nor shall there be for them “ 
any protectors besides Allah! The penalty will be doubled for them. They could not

(.” bear to hear (the truth), and they used not to see (it

Those who make false accusations must forget and give up the idea that being the

.support of despots and being among their entourage will save them
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نَورُتَْفیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  مهُْنعَ  َّلضَوَ  مْهُسَفُنأَ  اورُسِخَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوُْا  ﴾ 21﴿

نَورُسَخْلاَا مُهُ  هِرَخِلاَا  یِف  مْهَُّنأَ  مَرَجَ  لا  ﴾ 22﴿

These are they who have lost their own selves, and that which they used to invent . “ 21
.” has failed them

.” Assuredly, they will be the greatest losers in the Hereafter . “ 22

Commentary: verses 21-22

In Islamic culture, the world is compared to a marketplace where people are

salesmen and the purchasing group consists of Allah, the Satan, one’s passionate self,
etc., the number of which is numerous. The merchandise is the soul, property and

.performance

This merchandise is on offer at an expensive or cheap price. Hence the words /’ajr/
(recompense), /θawāb/ (reward), /di‘f/ and /’id‘āf/, are used frequently in the Qur’ān to

mean recompense; while the terms /xusr/ (loss) and /xusrānun mubīn/ (manifest loss)
and /axsarīn/ (the most losers) are used about damage. The important warning is that

we know that every loss can be compensated except the passage of one’s lifetime

:which cannot be redeemed. The holy verse says

These are they who have lost their own selves, and that which they used to invent “ 
.” has failed them

Sometimes, wealth and property, position and power or one’s social status are lost. At

.other times, man himself and his humanity are lost which is the greatest of all losses

Therefore, worldly losses can be compensated but losses incurred in the Hereafter

:cannot be replaced. The verse says

.” Assuredly, they will be the greatest losers in the Hereafter “ 
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نَودُِلاخَ اهَیِف  مْهُ  هَِّنجَْلا  بُاحَصْأَ  کَِئَلوُْا  مْهِّبرَ  یَلإِ  اوُتبَخْأَوَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإ  ﴾ 23﴿

Verily those who believe and work righteousness, and humble themselves before . “ 23
their Lord, they will be Companions of the Garden, (paradise), they will abide therein

.” for ever

Commentary: verse 23

The Qur’ānic word /axbatū/, is derived from /xabt/ which means both submission and

.humility as well as comfort and confidence

.Reward and encourage have also been mentioned along with warnings and threats

Following the aforementioned verses which explained the fate of those who are

involved in giving false accusations, this verse exposes the profile of those involved in
righteous deeds. It implies that those who believe and perform righteous acts and

behave well, who submit themselves before Allah and are confident of His promises,
:will be among the Companions of Paradise, remaining there forever. The verse says

Verily those who believe and work righteousness, and humble themselves before “ 
their Lord, they will be Companions of the Garden, (paradise), they will abide therein

.” for ever

****
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نَورَُّکذَتَ لافَأَ  لاًثَمَ  نِایَوِتَسْیَ  لْهَ  عِیمَِّسلاوَ  رِیصبَْلاوَ  مّصَلاَاوَ  یمَعْلاَاکَ  نِْیقَیرِفَْلا  لُثَمَ  ﴾ 24﴿

The similitude the two parties is like the blind and the deaf, and the seeing (ones) . “ 24
?” and the hearing (ones). Are they equal in likeness? Will you not then admonish

Commentary: verse 24

As one’s body has eyes and ears, one’s heart also has eyes and ears and as the blind

and the deaf do not perceive the sensations of the world and do not enjoy them,
obstinate individuals also stop enjoying the Divine acquaintance and do not enjoy it.
Therefore, the Qur’ān inquires whether the deaf and the blind are equal to the

hearing and the seeing in the eyes of a wise man. And as they are not equal, the

faithful and the unbeliever are not identical either. Do you not meditate in this matter

:so as to attain to the truth? The verse says

The similitude the two parties is like the blind and the deaf, and the seeing (ones) and “ 
?” the hearing (ones). Are they equal in likeness? Will you not then admonish

****
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Section 3

Point

The Ministry of Noah

Noah exhorts the people believe in and worship only the One Ture God – Noah is

rejected and charged the people and as imposter – Noah warns the people of the

punishment from Allah

نٌیِبُم رٌیذَِن  مْکَُل  یّنإِ  هِِموْقَ  یَلإِ  اًحوُن  انَْلسَرْأَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 25﴿

مٍیِلأَ مٍوْیَ  بَاذَعَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  فُاخَأَ  یّنإِ  هََّللا  َّلاإِ  اودُُبْعتَ  َّلاأَ  ﴾ 26﴿

:( And verily, We sent Noah to his people, (saying . “ 25

’.” I am a plain warner for you‘

That you serve none but Allah; verily, I do fear for you the penalty of a painful . “ 26
.” day

Commentary: verses 25-26

Hadrat Noah is the first prophet among those possessors of determination /’ulul ‘azm/
i.e., among the major prophets, who stood up against polytheism and idol worship,
and as the human generation traces its genealogy back to him after the drowning of

the unbelievers, he is addressed as the second Adam and, since his life-time was

longest comparing that of other prophets, he is called Master of the Prophets. Allah,
the Gracious, has told the story of the prophets of the past to warn the unbelievers

and to soothe the Prophet (p.b.u.h). Taking up the story of Noah, the Qur’ān says that

.he was sent to his people so as to warn them against worshipping other than Allah

:The verse says

p: 204

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4181 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


’.” And verily, We sent Noah to his people, (saying:) ‘I am a plain warner for you “ 

He started His call in a sincere manner inviting them to accept monotheism because it
was the most supreme ideal, for no other act of worship would be accepted before

:the All-knowing Allah, the sole and only Creator of the world. The verse says

.” That you serve none but Allah; verily, I do fear for you the penalty of a painful day “ 

****
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مْکَُل يرََن  امَوَ  يِْأَّرلا  يَدِاَب  انَُلذِارَأَ  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلا  َّلاإِ  کَعَبََّتا  كَارََن  امَوَ  انَلَْثِم  اًرشـََب  َّلاإِ  كَارََن  امـَ  هِِموْقَ  نِم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  ـُلأمَْلا  لَاقـَفَ  ﴾ 27﴿

نَیِبذِاکَ مْکُُّنظَُن  لَْب  لٍضْفَ  نِم  انَْیلَعَ 

Then the chiefs of those who disbelieved among his people said: ‘We do not see . “ 27
(in) you but a man like ourselves, nor do we see that any follow you but those who are

the meanest among us, at first thought, nor do we see (in) you any excellence over

!’” us; nay, we think you are liars

Commentary: verse 27

The opponents of the truth sometimes belittle and endeavor to weaken the Divine

leaders. They claim that prophets are men like others and not superior to them. The

:verse says

Then the chiefs of those who disbelieved among his people said: ‘We do not see (in) “ 
, …” you but a man like ourselves

At other times, humiliating the prophets’ followers, they claim that they are some

:unimportant and insignificant people. The verse continues saying

nor do we see that any follow you but those who are the meanest among us, at “… 
, …” first thought

At other times, they despise the entire school claiming that the adherents of this

:school are naive and superficial who lack any depth of vision. The verse says
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!’” nor do we see (in) you any excellence over us; nay, we think you are liars “… 

Arrogant people often detest being equal with the masses, especially with those who

are deprived. Usually, the aristocrats have always allied themselves with the

opponents of the prophets but those who take less interest in worldly affairs, become

.believers more quickly and are more decent

Therefore, the opponents of the prophets lack reasoning and whatever they claim is
.based on conjecture, speculation and on hallucinations

****
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نَوهُرِاکَ اهََل  مُْتنأَوَ  اهَومُکُُمزِْلُنأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  تْیَمّعُفَ  هِدِنعِ  نِْم  هًمَحْرَ  یِناتَاءَو  یّبرَ  نِم  هٍنَّیَب  یلَعَ  تُْنکُ  نإِ  مُْتْیأَرَأَ  مِوْقَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 28﴿

He said: “O my People! Bethink you, if I be upon a clear proof from my Lord, and . “ 28
He has grant me mercy from His Presence, but has been obscured for you; shall we

?” compel you to (accept) it while you are averse to it

Commentary: verse 28

This holy verse provides answers to two objections of the unbelievers which were

.raised in the foregoing verse

The unbelievers used to say that Noah (a.s.) was a man like themselves. This verse

answers that although in appearance the prophets are like the unbelievers, they have

merited Allah’s particular approbation since they receive revelations and perform

.miracles

The unbelievers would say that the followers of Hadrat Noah (a.s.) were some simple

minded, short sighted, and naive people. The verse answers that such was not the

case, although apparently they were weaker than the unbelievers, they had become

believers through witnessing the proofs shown to them by their prophet. Their

.conviction, indeed, was not baseless and without reason

Despite all the false accusations and groundless protests, the prophets have always

displayed a tolerant attitude towards their foes and they still took recourse to logic,
.reasoning and appeal to their emotions

Of all the things required of the prophets, offering proofs to the people and

performing miracles combined with decisive reasoning leave no room for any

excuses. Nothing must
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withhold people from exercising their free choice. Once they stick to their beliefs, they

will prosper and once they refuse to do so they will be tormented. There is no

:compulsion in that. The verse says

He said: “O my People! Bethink you, if I be upon a clear proof from my Lord, and He “ 
has grant me mercy from His Presence, but has been obscured for you; shall we

?” compel you to (accept) it while you are averse to it

****
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نَوُلهَجْتَ اًموْقَ  مْکُارَأَ  یّنکَِلوَ  مْهِّبرَ  اوُقلاَُم  مهَُّنإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  دِرِاطَِب  ْاَنأَ  امَوَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  َّلاإِ  يَرِجْأَ  نْإِ  لاًامَ  هِْیلَعَ  مکُُلأَسْأَ  مِوْقَ لآ  ایَوَ  ﴾ 29﴿

And O’ my People! I ask you no wealth for it. My reward is only upon Allah, and I . “ 29
will not drive away those who believe, (for) verily they shall meet their Lord, but I see

.” you are an ignorant people

Commentary: verse 29

The secret of a preacher’s success is his lack of over expectation with regard to

people and not letting himself be stymied by the objections of the wealthy corrupt

.classes

If the prophets were seeking illegitimate profits, they would call on the aristocrats and

not the poor, on the princes not on the paupers. The followers of the prophets are the

.oppressed people and they never neglect them

The prophets are never greedy for the people’s property. Their sole purpose,
according to their mission is to save the people from their ignorance and from the

:Divine punishment. The verse says

And O’ my People! I ask you no wealth for it. My reward is only upon Allah, and I will “ 
not drive away those who believe, (for) verily they shall meet their Lord, but I see you

.” are an ignorant people

****
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نَورَُّکذَتَ لاَفَأَ  مْهُُّتدرَطَ  نإِ  هَِّللا  نَِم  یِنرُصُنیَ  نمَ  مِوْقَ  ایَوَ  ﴾ 30﴿

And O my people! Who will help me against Allah if I drove them away? Will you . “ 30
?” not then reflect

Commentary: verse 30

The Qur’ān further explains the situation in this verse, and from the tongue of the

prophet to his people, it implies that if he cast out this group, who in this world can

:come to his assistance in that great Court of Justice? The verse says

? …” And O my people! Who will help me against Allah if I drove them away “ 

Driving out the righteous and faithful believers is no easy matter. They can bear

witness against the prophet on the Day of Resurrection and no one will be able to

defend him then, while, at the same time, the Divine punishment might also face him

in this world. And contemplating this would lead to knowledge that whatever the

:prophet said was identical with the truth. The verse says

?” Will you not then reflect “… 

****
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اًرْیخَ هَُّللا  مُهُیَِتؤُْی  نَل  مْکُُنُیعْأَ  يرِدَزْتَ  نَیذَِّلِل  لُوُقأَ  لآوَ  کٌلَمَ  یّنإِ  لُوُقأَ  ـلآوَ  بَْیغَْلا  مُلَعْأَ  ـلآوَ  هَِّللا  نُِئآزَخَ  يدِـنعِ  مْکَُل  لُوُقأَ  ـلآوَ  ﴾ 31﴿

نَیمِِلاَّظلا نَمَِل  اًذإِ  یّنإِ  مْهِسِفُنأَ  یِف  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  هَُّللا 

And I do not say to you (that) Allah’s treasures are with me; nor do I know the . “ 31
Unseen, nor do I claim to be an angel; nor do I say, about those whom your eyes do

despise, (that) Allah will never grant them any good. Allah is well aware of what is in
.” their hearts; (for) verily then I should be of the unjust

Commentary: verse 31

Knowledge of Unseen, regarding anything and every condition, is absolutely with

Allah. The Qur’ān says: “And with Him are the keys of the Unseen. None but He knows

them …”(1) which means that the keys to the invisible world are in His Own authority.
However, due to Divine Providence and according to the Divine Will, men of Allah will

sometimes find windows opened up for them. The Qur’ān in regard to this fact says:
(“These are of the tidings of the Unseen which We reveal unto you. …”(2

Therefore, Allah’s prophets are knowledgeable about the invisible world as the

Qur’ān states: “The Knower of the Unseen! So He does not reveal His secrets to any,”
“Except to him whom He chooses as an apostle…”(3). This verse means
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that He is knowledgeable about the invisible world, and no one is aware of this

knowledge of the invisible except those whom He has selected from among His

.prophets

Not only the knowledge of the invisible world is His own prerogative but the power to

perform extraordinary works also rests with Him, though Allah can and will bestow

something of whatever aspect of His power which He deems worthy upon anyone He

chooses and to the extent that He wishes. For example, it is mentioned in the Qur’ān

(that death and life are in His Power: “Verily, it is He who makes one die and live”.(1

However, the Qur’ān also says that Hadrat ‘Isā (a.s.) made the dead live with His

permission “I make the dead live with His permission.”(2) Although Allah takes lives

(“Allah takes the souls…”(3

yet angels take lives with His permission: “The angel of death shall cause you to die,
…”(4) And although He is the sole Creator of all, “Allah is the Creator of every thing

,(…”(5

But Hadrat ‘Isā creates, however, with His permission: “…and when you did make of

(clay a thing like the shape of a bird, by My leave, …”(6

Theological research has shown that no one individual existing among the jinn and

mankind can have access to the science of the invisible world apart from a limited

amount of it which depends upon their potentialities. This type of knowledge in

relation to them is not a science of the invisible after it is bestowed on them although

it might be so for others. On the other hand, Allah has made the prophets and the

Imams
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knowledgeable about the invisible world and aware of the past and future. For

example, the blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had foretold the news of the ‘Imamat’ of

twelve persons, the sufferings inflicted on them, the intentional disappearance of

Hadrat Mahdī (a.s.) and his reappearance, the events occurring during the last days,
the establishment of his government, and the resurrection of the dead on the Day of

Judgment, other similar matters have also been passed down to us from the other

Imams (a.s.). Without doubt whatever has not been given to us in this respect is due to

the lack of capacity on the part of the average man or has been withheld for reasons

(known only to Allah.(1

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān goes back to the subject of oppressed believers,
emphasizing that the prophet cannot say that those whom the disbelievers despise

will not be rewarded by Allah. On the contrary, the blessings of this world and those of

the next belong to the oppressed even though they are empty handed in this world. It

is the wrongdoers who in their infatuation with the world consider goodness to be

confined to wealth, position, youth, and the like, demonstrating their lack of

knowledge of the truth and its true meaning. Even if one assumes that the oppressors

are right and that the oppressed are indeed wretches, still Allah is more aware than

us of what is in their minds, for we know nothing about them except what is indicative

of their good faith and sincerity, and thus we are obliged to accept them. I am only

required to judge and relate with men based on their outward
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behavior, judging a man on the basis of his inward nature belongs to Allah alone, and

:if I act otherwise, I will certainly be among the oppressors. The verse says

And I do not say to you (that) Allah’s treasures are with me; nor do I know the“
Unseen, nor do I claim to be an angel; nor do I say, about those whom your eyes do

despise, (that) Allah will never grant them any good. Allah is well aware of what is in
.” their hearts; (for) verily then I should be of the unjust

****
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نَیِقدِاَّصلا نَِم  تَْنکُ  نإِ  آَندُعِِت  امَِب  انَِتأْفَ  انََلادَجِ  تَرْثَکْاَفَ  انَتَْلدَاجَ  دْقَ  حُوُنایَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 32﴿

They said: ‘O’ Noah! You have disputed with us and multiplied disputation with us. . “ 32
.’” Bring us then what you have promised us (of divine punishment), if you are truthful

Commentary: verse 32

Disputes are only valuable whenever they are honestly in pursuit of the truth and

done in a respectful and polite manner; as the Qur’ān says: “…and argue with them in
(the best manner.”(1

If the dispute is based on what is wrong, it is of no value, as the holy Qur’ān says: “…

and they disputed by means of the falsehood in order to stamp out the truth thereby.
(…”(2

Thus, as the unbelievers did not have logic on their side and accepted no logical

arguments, they sought to bring the debate to and end by telling him to bring unto

:them what he had promised. The verse says

They said: ‘O’ Noah! You have disputed with us and multiplied disputation with us. “ 
.’” Bring us then what you have promised us (of divine punishment), if you are truthful

Therefore Hadrat Noah (a.s.) cursed them after they had made their declaration that

.they wanted him to send down their destruction
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نَیزِجِْعمُِب مُتنأَ  آمَوَ  ءَآشَ  نإِ  هَُّللا  هِِب  مکُیِتأْیَ  امََّنإِ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 33﴿

He said: ‘Verily Allah will bring it to you, if He wills, and you will not be able to . “ 33
(.’” frustrate (it

Commentary: verse 33

Noah replies that the realization of the punishment for their heedlessness and

obstinacy is not up to him but it is dependent upon the Will of Allah. He himself is only a
.messenger and a sincere servant of the Almighty

They should beware, however, that when the command for the punishment is issued

they cannot escape His power for they are at His mercy and they will not be able to

:take refuge anywhere. The verse says

He said: ‘Verily Allah will bring it to you, if He wills, and you will not be able to “ 
(.’” frustrate (it

****
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نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلإِوَ  مْکُُّبرَ  وَهُ  مْکُیَوِْغُی  نأَ  دُیرُِی  هَُّللا  نَاکَ  نإِ  مْکَُل  حَصَنأَ  نْأَ  ُّتدْرَأَ  نْإِ  یحِصُْن  مْکُعُفَنیَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 34﴿

And my advice will not profit you, should I intend to give you advice, if Allah wills to . “ 34
.” lead you astray. He is your Lord and unto Him you will be returned

Commentary: verse 34

Noah said that his advice would have been of no use to them even though he

.sincerely wished to counsel them

The punishment and retribution of the evildoers is up to Allah, and prophets are

.nothing but agents for conveying the Divine message and admonishing the people

There is no way for man to resist or escape Divine justice and punishment, for Allah’s
Will overcomes all other wills. Even if one is not punished in this world, Allah will deal

.with him on the Day of Resurrection, and then he will see the final result of his deeds

However, the Arabic word /nush/ refers to the saying or deed by which sincere

reformation is achieved, and the Arabic word /qayy/is called to that kind of ignorance

which has its roots in corrupt and evil convictions. The difference between /’idlāl/ and

/’iqwā/ is that the doer of the former knows the destination but he has lost the way,
while with respect to /’iqwā/ the aim and intention are both unknown. Attributing the

actions of /’idlāl/ and /’iqwā/ to Allah is in the way of punishing those who are misled

because of the obstinacy and corruption of their character. It does not mean that

.from the beginning and without prior premise Allah goes on leading one astray
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نَوُمرِجُْت اَّمِم  ءٌيرَِب  ْاَنأَوَ  یِمارَجْإِ  َّیلَعَفَ  هُُتْیرَتَْفا  نِإِ  لُْق  هُارَتَْفا  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْأَ  ﴾ 35﴿

Or they say: ‘He has forged it.’ Say: ‘If I have forged it, upon me is my sin, and I am . “ 35
’.” quit of the sins you commit

Commentary: verse 35

Some of the unbelievers among the Quraysh claimed that these stories of the

prophets had been fabricated by the Prophet himself (p.b.u.h.) which he then

attributed to Allah. The Almighty instructs him to tell them that if he had fabricated

them, it would be he alone who would suffer the consequences and they would not be

held responsible, but the converse is also true with respect to their transgressions,
that he is just as free of responsibility for their sins and offences. His duty is only to

convey the message and nothing else, whether or not they accepted or rejected it.
:The verse says

Or they say: ‘He has forged it.’ Say: ‘If I have forged it, upon me is my sin, and I am “ 
’.” quit of the sins you commit

Apparently because of the Qur’ānic word /qul/, which means ‘say’, and owing to the

news about the unbelievers of Mecca and the Prophet of Islam, the verse relates to

the Apostle of Islam (p.b.u.h.). Anyway, he who commits an act will only be held

responsible and it is no one else’s fault. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) will not be involved in
their sins either. The fact that they did not accept the faith and attributed false

accusations to the Qur’ān, calling the Prophet a liar, all together resulted in grievous

consequences while on his part, he had performed his mission in admonishing and

.conveying the message to them

The Arabic term /’ijrām/ and /jurm/ mean the picking of unripe fruits and which

.thereafter have been referred to whatever indecent behavior or offence or sin
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Section 4

Point

The Fate of Those Who disbelieved Noah

Noah directed to make an Ark – People of Noah scoff at Noah – The Deluge – Noah’s
.people drowned – Noah and his companions in the Ark saved

نَوُلعَْفیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  سِْئتَْبتَ  لاَفَ  نَمَاءَ  دْقَ  نمَ  َّلاإِ  کَِموْقَ  نِم  نَِمؤُْی  نَل  هَُّنأَ  حٍوُن  یَلإِ  یَحِوُاوَ  ﴾ 36﴿

And it was revealed unto Noah: ‘None of your people will believe except those . “ 36
’.” who have already believed, so do not grieve as to what they used to do

Commentary: verse 36

The previous holy verses thoroughly covered the stage of inviting the people to the

religion on Divine unity and Noah’s indefatigable propagation and dissemination of

the Divine message which he accomplished using all the devices he had available. This

verse deals with the second stage of the campaign; the final stage of the propagation

.phase

Here, the second phase of the campaign has not been dealt with, it is the end of the

.propagation stage, and the second stage is the preparation for the Divine purge

At first, we read that it was revealed to Noah that no one else except those who had

:already adhered to him would become believers. The verse says

And it was revealed unto Noah: ‘None of your people will believe except those who “ 
, …” have already believed

Reference is here made to the fact that alignments had already been made and

finalized and no further call or
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reformation would have been useful, hence a state of readiness for the upheaval and

.the purge must be declared

Towards the end of the verse, consoling Noah, the Qur’ān implies that he should not

:despair at all despite whatever wrongful deeds they used to do. The verse says

’.” so do not grieve as to what they used to do “… 

In the meantime, one can infer from this verse that Allah made those aspects of the

knowledge of the secrets of the Unseen that He had deemed necessary, accessible so

.that His prophet should know

****
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نَوُقرَْغُّم مهَُّنإِ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَّلا  یِف  یِنْبطِاخَُت  لاوَ  انَِیحْوَوَ  انَِنُیعْاَِب  کَْلفُْلا  عِنَصْاوَ  ﴾ 37﴿

And make you the Ark under Our eyes, and as We reveal; and address Me not . “ 37
.” about those who are unjust; verily they shall be drowned

Commentary: verse 37

At any rate, this unruly and obstinate group must be punished with the kind of

punishment that would remove their polluting existence from the entire world, thus

.liberating the faithful believers from their yoke

At first, the Qur’ān implies that Allah commanded Noah to build an Ark according to

:His order and in His presence. The verse says

; …” And make you the Ark under Our eyes, and as We reveal “ 

Towards the end of the verse, Noah is warned against any form of mediation on

behalf of the oppressors. Saying to him that he should not ask for any amnesty or

clemency for they are certainly condemned to chastisement and to be drowned as

:soon as they are convicted. The verse says

.” and address Me not about those who are unjust; verily they shall be drowned “… 

One can very easily infer from this sentence that taking up the act of mediation

requires certain preconditions which, when they are lacking in someone, even Allah’s
.prophet is not rightful to mediate on his behalf
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نَورُخَسْتَ امَکَ  مکُنِم  رُخَسَْن  اَّنإِفَ  اَّنِم  اورُخَسْتَ  نإِ  لَاقَ  هُْنِم  اورُخِسَ  هِِموْقَ  نِم  لأٌمَ  هِْیلَعَ  َّرمَ  امََّلکُوَ  کَْلفُْلا  عُنَصْیَوَ  ﴾ 38﴿

And he began making the Ark; and whenever the chiefs of his people passed by . “ 38
him they scoffed at him. He said: ‘If you scoff at us, we (too) shall surely scoff at you,

 ’.” as you scoff

Commentary: verse 38

Let us briefly discuss the situation of Noah’s People. Instead of taking Noah’s call

seriously for a moment, and allowing some room for accepting the probability of the

truth of his repeated calls which might have had their origins in Divine Providence and

that the subject of punishment through storms might be serious, Noah’s people went

on mocking and ridiculing as is the case with all arrogant and vainglorious people,
however he went on building the Ark. Whenever some of his people passed by him

they would watch Noah and his companions struggle to prepare the timber, nails and

other ship-building instruments, and they would laugh and ridicule them. The verse

:says

And he began making the Ark; and whenever the chiefs of his people passed by him “ 
. …” they scoffed at him

However, Noah pursued his goal with an extraordinary persistence whose origins lay

in his faith, and paying no attention to what they said, he made rapid progress in his

efforts. Day after day, the structure of the ship came closer and closer to completion.
Noah would sometimes raise his head, and told them this short out expressive

statement: “You ridicule us today, but we will surely do the same thing to you
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soon, the day when you are caught, lost and wandering in the storm, terrified, running

in all directions with no shelter, crying in the midst of the waves, begging for mercy,
the believers then and there will laugh at your negligence, and ignorance.” The verse

:says

 ’.” He said: ‘If you scoff at us, we (too) shall surely scoff at you, as you scoff “… 

****
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مٌیقُِم بٌاذَعَ  هِْیلَعَ  ُّلحِیَوَ  هِیزِخُی  بٌاذَعَ  هِیِتأْیَ  نمَ  نَومُلَْعتَ  فَوْسَفَ  ﴾ 39﴿

So you shall know soon to whom a Penalty (that) will confound him comes, and . “ 39
.” upon whom there shall fall a lasting Penalty

Commentary: verse 39

Point

The meaning of the punishment which is modified by the term /yuxzīhi/ is the

devastating worldly punishment, i.e. their being drowned which would humiliate and

belittle them, whilst the meaning of the term /‘aŏābun muqīm/ is the punishment to be

:imposed on the Day of Resurrection. The verse says

So you shall know soon to whom a Penalty (that) will confound him comes, and upon “ 
.” whom there shall fall a lasting Penalty

In some Islamic narrations, one reads that forty years prior to the appearance of the

storm, a type of disease had spread among the women of the People of Noah which

had prevented them from giving birth to children. This event, in fact, marked the

.beginning of their punishment

:Noah’s Ark

Noah’s Ark, undoubtedly, was not an ordinary ship and its manufacture in those days

with the technology of the time was not easily accomplished. It was a large vessel

which, in addition to the believers, accommodated pairs of an extremely wide variety

of animals, it also carried a large amount of food supplies for the human passengers,
as well as food for the
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animals which was unprecedented for that time. In particular, this ship had to be

safely navigated through a sea that covered the entire world with mountain-sized

waves and still remain intact. In their commentaries, some Qur’ān commentators

have expressed their admiration for the magnitude of the ship. Refer to the

.comments of Majma‘-ul-Bayān for further information

****
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نَمَاءَ آمَوَ  نَمَاءَ  نْمَوَ  لُوْقَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  قَبَسـَ  نمَ  َّلاإِ  کَلَهْأَوَ  نِْینَْثا  نِْیجَوْزَ    ٍ لّکُ نِم  اهَیِف  لْمِحْا  انَْلُق  رُوُّنَّتلا  رَافـَوَ  اَـنرُْمأَ  ءَآجـَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  ﴾ 40﴿

لٌیِلقَ َّلاإِ  هُعَمَ 

Thus it was) till, when Our Command came, and the oven gushed forth (water)! . “ ) 40
We said: “Embark therein, of each kind a pair, and your family (apart from your wife

and a son) – except for those him against whom the Word has already passed – and

.” whoever believed. But there believed not with him but a few

Commentary: verse 40

:The Onset of the Flood

In the previous verses, we noted how Noah and the true believers became occupied

in building the Ark of Salvation and, while subjected to all kinds of difficulties and

sarcasms of the arrogant unbelieving majority, they prepared themselves for the

flood. Here, the Qur’ān expounds upon the third highlight or the climax of the story

which relates to the punishment inflicted upon this oppressive nation. First of all, it

says that this situation continued until Allah’s command was issued and the dawning

of the divine punishment appeared, and waters of the earth gushed forth. The verse

:says

(! …” Thus it was) till, when Our Command came, and the oven gushed forth (water “ )

Those people who were inattentive and unaware probably noticed the bubbling water

in their wells, but, as usual, they did not heed these Divine warnings much less try to

understand their meaning. They probably did not pay any
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attention to it at all to see if a cataclysm was about to occur, and maybe to at least

.entertain the possibility that Noah’s warnings might be real

At this time, the Command was issued to Noah that he should put a pair of each

animal on the Ark so that they would not be exterminated in the flood. And that he, his

family, except those for whom word had already had been marked for their

punishment, and the believers should board the Ark of Salvation. However few were

:those who had believed in him. The verse says

We said: “Embark therein, of each kind a pair, and your family (apart from your “… 
wife and a son) – except for those him against whom the Word has already passed -

.” and whoever believed. But there believed not with him but a few

This verse, on the one hand, refers to the wife of Noah and his son ‘Kan’an’, who,
deviating from the path of belief and being in collaboration with the sinners, had

.broken off their relationship with Noah and were not entitled to embark on the Ark

On the other hand, it refers to the limited success that Noah (a.s.) had had in

persuading people to follow his way of life during his long years of continuous struggle

.that had resulted in getting only a small number of believers

****
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مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغََل  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  اهَاسَرُْموَ  اهَیرجْمَ  هَِّللا  مِسِْب  اهَیِف  اوُبکَرْا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 41﴿

And he (Noah) said: ‘Embark in it! In Allah’s Name shall be its sailing and its . “ 41
.’” berthing. Verily my Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful

Commentary: verse 41

Noah assembled his relatives and companions quickly and as the time of the

devastating storm and the striking Punishment approached, he ordered them to

embark in the name of Allah and to remember Allah both when the Ark was in motion

:or standing still for He is the All Forgiving, the All Compassionate. The verse says

And he (Noah) said: ‘Embark in it! In Allah’s Name shall be its sailing and its berthing. “ 
.’” Verily my Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful

Owing to His blessings, Allah had made these instruments available to you, His faithful

.servants, and because of His forgiveness, He may pardon your offences

****
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نَیرِِفاکَلا عَمَ  نکُتَ  لاَوَ  انَعَمَ  بْکَرْا  َّینَُب  ایَ  لٍزِْعمَ  یِف  نَاکَوَ  هُنَْبا  حٌون  يدَاَنوَ  لِابَجِْلاکَ  جٍوْمَ  یِف  مْهِِب  يرِجْتَ  یَهِوَ  ﴾ 42﴿

So, it sailed with them amid waves like mountains. And Noah called out to his son . “ 42
.’” and he was aloof: ‘O my son! Embark with us and be not with the unbelievers

Commentary: verse 42

At long last, the final moment arrived and the Command for the punishment of this

unruly nation was issued. Dark and ominous clouds darker than the darkest night

covered the entire sky, massing on top of each other in an unprecedented manner.
There was the terrible clap of thunder and the flash of lightning ceaselessly filled up

the sky. They informed of a great disaster mounting in magnitude and terrible in

.character

It started raining. The droplets grew bigger and bigger in size. The level of

.underground water rose and gushing fountains emerged everywhere

The surface of the earth was soon turned into an ocean, and with the wind howling,
mountain-like waves raged over this ocean, rising over each other, to come crashing

down upon the surface of the stormy sea. Noah’s Ark parted the mountain-like waves

:and made headway. The verse says

So, it sailed with them amid waves like mountains. And Noah called out to his son and “ 
: …” he was aloof

:Addressing his son, who was standing on the side and not far from him, Noah shouted

.” O my son! Embark with us and be not with the unbelievers “...‘

However, his son’s companionship and association with evil company had overtaken

him to such an extent that his father’s compassion against annihilation made no

.impact upon him
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نَیِقرَْغمُْلا نَِم  نَاکَفَ  جُوْمَْلا  امَهُنَْیَب  لَاحَوَ  مَحِرَ  نمَ  َّلاإِ  هَِّللا  رِْمأَ  نِْم  مَوْیَْلا  مَصِاعَ  لَاقَ لاَ  ءِآمَْلا  نَِم  ینمُصِْعیَ  لٍبَجَ  یَلإِ  يوِاَسَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 43﴿

He said: ‘I will take refuge in a mountain; it will save me from the water.’ Said he . “ 43
(Noah): ‘Today, there is no protector from Allah’s decree but (of whom) He has mercy.’

.” And the waves came between them, and he was among the drowned

Commentary: verse 43

Point

This obstinate and shortsighted son, thinking that he could escape Allah’s anger,
shouted implying that his father should not be worried about him. He would take to

the mountain which could never be overtaken by flood-waters, and it would shelter

:him. The verse says

.’ …” He said: ‘I will take refuge in a mountain; it will save me from the water “ 

Noah still did not despair. He advised his son once more, so as to lead him onto the

True Path and overcome his son’s shortsightedness and arrogance. He said to him

that no power was able to save anyone from Allah’s command. The only hope of being

:saved remained for him who was covered by Allah’s blessing. The verse says

Said he (Noah): ‘Today, there is no protector from Allah’s decree but (of whom) He “… 
.’ …” has mercy

At this time, a wave, coming between them, overwhelmed his son, uprooting him as if
he was a straw, and placed him among the drowned ones. The verse continues

:saying

.” And the waves came between them, and he was among the drowned “… 
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The Educational implications of Noah’s Flood

As we notice, the main aim of the Qur’ān is to teach us lessons by recounting the

:didactic teachings of past history, from which one can draw the following inferences

Purging the face of the earth: It is true that Allah is Compassionate and Kind. - 1
However, one must not forget that He is at the same time Wise. Whenever a nation

becomes corrupt and does not answer the call of His messengers He judges it

appropriate that that nation has no right to continue to live. Ultimately, their system

.will be overthrown through some natural or social revolutions

This has not been confined to the Noah’s nation, nor has it been confined to a

particular time and place. As a result of the Divine Providence this has taken place

throughout all ages and among all nations up to our time. The first and the second

.World Wars might be regarded as examples of such a purge

Why Punishment was inflicted by a flood. It is true that a corrupt nation must be - 2
exterminated, but their means of annihilation can vary. The holy verses of the Qur’ān

provide evidence that punishments are commensurate with sins of the nations

.punished

The Pharaoh relied on the River Nile which was the backbone of his power, and,
.interestingly, it became the source of his annihilation

The People of Noah was an agricultural and a livestock-breeding nation. That ungodly

nation had relied upon rainfall for everything, and ultimately that very nation was

.wiped out by rainfall

If we notice that our contemporary fellow human beings are being devastated with

their most modern arms and ammunitions, we must not be surprised, for the

advanced industries which they relied upon for the exploitation of
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.oppressed nations, would be eventually used for their own destruction

Unreliable shelters of straw. It is usual for everyone to take shelter to something - 3
when in need. Some take refuge in their wealth, some find shelter in their position,
some rely upon their bodily strength, and finally, some rely upon their power of

thinking. However, as the above verses show, and as history has demonstrated for

us, none of these can resist the command of the Almighty, and they will easily

.disappear just like a spider’s web standing in the storms

The ignorant and stiff-necked son of the prophet Noah committed the same fault. He

thought that the mountains could protect him from Allah’s Wrath. But, what a grave

.mistake! The sweep of a wave put an end to his life

The Ark of Salvation. As it has been quoted from the blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) - 4
which is found in Shī‘ah and Sunni books, the Prophet’s family, which are the Imams

and Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), as well as the content of the school of Islam, have been

designated as ‘the Ark of Salvation’. That is, when tremendous changes occur in the

mental, ideological, and social spheres of the Islamic community, the only means of

.(. salvation is to take refuge in the School of the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s

The tradition which talks about this ‘Ark of Salvation’, the tradition of /safīnah/ (ship)
has been generally accepted by the consensus of the Imamiah scholars and by more

than 100 Sunni scholars as well. It has been narrated as follows: “Abūthar, the great

companion of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), while holding the knob of the door of the Ka‘bah,
said with a loud voice: ‘O you people! I heard the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) saying with my own

ears, that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said ‘The similitude of my Ahl-ul-Bayt (family) is like

Noah’s Ark; he who embarks upon it is rescued, and he who distances himself
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from it, will perish.’ Certainly, other great personalities at the dawn of Islam like Abū

Sa‘īd Khedri, Ibn Abbas, Abdullah-Ibn Zubayr, and Anas Ibn-Mālik have also quoted

this tradition of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which has been mentioned in the known books

(of the Ahl al Sunna.(1

If we place this sequential ‘Hadith” (tradition) alongside another sequential ‘Hadith’
which says: “The Muslims will be divided into 73 sects, out of which only one will be

saved,” it would become evident that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) himself considered this

sect to be the one that follows the Ahl-ul-Bayt, (a.s.) and where he says ‘He who

(. embarks upon it will be saved,’ he means the same term /nājiyah/ (saved

****
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نَیمِِلاَّظلا مِوْقَْلِل  اًدْعُب  لَیِقوَ  يّدِوجُْلا  یلعَ  تْوَتَسْاوَ  رُْملأَا  یَضُِقوَ  ءُآمَْلا  ضَیغِوَ  یعِِلْقأَ  ءُآمَسَ  ایَوَ  كِءَآمَ  یعِلَْبا  ضُرْأَ  آیَ  لَیِقوَ  ﴾ 44﴿

And it was said: ‘O earth! Swallow down your water, and O sky! Withhold (your . “ 44
rain)!’ And the water abated, and the matter was ended, and it (the Ark) rested on the

!’” (Mount) Judi, and it was said: ‘Away with the unjust people

Commentary: verse 44

The End of an Adventure

Noah left the ship up to Allah to take the rudder in His own hands. The waves had

taken the ship in an undesignated direction. It has been quoted that the ship drifted

for six months, passing by various places, including Mecca and the area surrounding

.the House of the Ka‘ba

Eventually, the decree ending the punishment and the return of the earth to its

original state was issued. This verse explains the details and the conditions as well as

the ensuing consequences in a concise, and at the same time, extraordinarily

beautiful and eloquent manner in a few sentences. The earth was commanded to

absorb all its water and the sky was ordered to stop raining; the water subsisted and

:the work was accomplished. The verse says
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And it was said: ‘O earth! Swallow down your water, and O sky! Withhold (your rain)!’ “ 
, …” And the water abated, and the matter was ended

The ship came to rest on the slopes of Mount Judi, which is a famous mountain near

Mosul and it was at this time that it was proclaimed that off with the oppressors! The

:verse says

and it (the Ark) rested on the (Mount) Judi, and it was said: ‘Away with the unjust “… 
!’” people

According to a number of Arab men of knowledge this verse is counted as the most

eloquent and the most fluent of the Qur’ānic verses. According to the narrations and

the books of Islamic history it is said that some unbelievers of the Quraysh, starting a
campaign against the Qur’ān, decided to fabricate verses like those of the Holy Book.
Their supporters provided them with the best food and drink for forty days including

the kernel of a particular type of wheat, mutton, and old wine, so that their minds

would be free of every kind of anxiety in order to compose the verses. However,
when they arrived at the above verse, they were so moved by it that they gazed at

one another in surprise, saying: “These are words unsurpassed and unequalled by all

means, and they do not resemble those made by human beings.” Saying this, they

.abandoned their decision and dispersed in despair

****
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نَیمِکِاحَْلا مُکَحْأَ  تَنأَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  كَدَعْوَ  َّنإِوَ  یِلهْأَ  نِْم  یِنْبا  َّنإِ  بّرَ  لَاقَفَ  هَُّبرَ  حٌوُن  يدَاَنوَ  ﴾ 45﴿

And Noah called unto his Lord, and said: “O my Lord! Verily, my son is of my family, . “ 45
.” and certainly Your promise is true and You are the Most just of Judges

Commentary: verse 45

:The Tragic Story of Noah’s Son

In the foregoing verses, we noted that Noah’s son did not listen to his father’s advice,
.and did not stop being obstinate and stiff-necked to the last moment

Another part of this same story is being dealt with here. That is, when Noah noticed

his son buffeted by the waves, his fatherly emotions were provoked and he was

reminded of Allah’s promise that his family would be saved. Facing Allah’s sanctuary,
he cried: that his son was a member of his family and He had promised him that He

would save his family from the storm and His promises are always true. Allah is

superior to all rulers, and He is a staunch keeper of His promise. This promise refers

to the same subject that was discussed in the fortieth verse of this Sura. The verse

:says

And Noah called unto his Lord, and said: “O my Lord! Verily, my son is of my family, “ 
.” and certainly Your promise is true and You are the Most just of Judges

****
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نَیِلهِاجَْلا نَِم  نَوکُتَ  نأَ  کَظُعِأَ  یّنإِ  مٌْلعِ  هِِب  کََل  سَْیَل  امَ  یِنْلأَسْتَ  لافَ  حٍِلاصَ  رُْیغَ  لٌمَعَ  هَُّنإِ  کَِلهْأَ  نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  حُوُن  ایَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 46﴿

He (Allah) said: ‘O’ Noah! Verily he is not of your family. Verily he is (of) conduct . “ 46
.other than righteous

So do not ask of Me that of which you have no knowledge! I admonish you, lest you

.’” should be among the ignorant

Commentary: verse 46

However, the thought provoking answer was provided, recalling a stern reality and

the secondary status of the family relationship as separated from religious school of

thought. Allah tells Noah that he was not of his kind, on the contrary, he was an evil

doer; a man of misdemeanor, whose family relationship was of no value and kinship

of no avail owing to the fact that he was cut off from Noah’s school of thought, as

such Noah should not make any requests about which he had no knowledge and

:therefore he should not be among the ignorant. The verse says

He (Allah) said: ‘O’ Noah! Verily he is not of your family. Verily he is (of) conduct other “
.than righteous

So do not ask of Me that of which you have no knowledge! I admonish you, lest you

.’” should be among the ignorant

Imam Ridā (a.s.) has been quoted as saying that one day he asked his friends: “How

do the common folk comment on this verse, which says: ‘…Verily he is (of) conduct

.’…” other than righteous

One person from among the audience replied: “Some believe that it means that he

,who is referred to as Noah’s son
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that is, Kan‘ān was not his real son.” The Imam (a.s.) said: “No it is not so, he was his

real son, though Allah refused him his kinship when he committed sins and disobeyed,
leading himself astray. Those who also belong to our school but refuse to obey Allah

.” should not be considered as of us

****
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نَیرِسِاخَْلا نَِم  نکُأَ  یِنمْحَرْتَوَ  یِل  رْفِْغتَ  َّلاإِوَ  مٌْلعِ  هِِب  یِل  سَْیَل  امَ  کََلأَسْأَ  نْأَ  کَِب  ذُوعُأَ  یّنإِ  بّرَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 47﴿

He (Noah) said: ‘O my Lord! Verily I seek refuge in You, lest I should ask You (for) . “ 47
that of which I have no knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have Mercy on me

’.” I should be of the losers

Commentary: verse 47

Noah discovered that his request for Allah’s sanctuary had been out of the question,
and that he should have never considered the salvation of such a son as being

covered by Allah’s promise to save his family members. Therefore, turning to Him, he

said that he would do seek refuge in Him for whatever good and evil he had no

knowledge of, and so of making wrong requests. And unless He forgive him for having

made such a request, and pardon him, he would be among the losers, indeed. The

:verse says

He (Noah) said: ‘O my Lord! Verily I seek refuge in You, lest I should ask You (for) that “ 
of which I have no knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have Mercy on me I

’.” should be of the losers

****
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مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  اَّنِم  مهُُّسمَیَ  َّمُث  مْهُعُّتمَُنسَ  مٌمَُاوَ  کَعَمَ  نَّمِم  مٍمَُا  یلَعَوَ  کَْیلَعَ  تٍاکَرََبوَ  اَّنِم  مٍلاَسَِب  طِْبهْا  حُوُن  ایَ  لَیِق  ﴾ 48﴿

It was said: ‘O Noah! Debark in peace from Us, and blessings upon you and on the . “ 48
nations of those with you; and nations whom We shall afford provision, then there

’.” shall afflict them from Us a painful chastisement

Commentary: verse 48

Noah disembarked from the Ark safely. In this verse allusions are made to Noah’s
.disembarkation, as well as to the regeneration of the earth

Firstly, the holy Qur’ān implies that Noah was addressed saying: that he should

disembark from the Ark safely with Blessings from Allah to him and to those with him.
:The verse says

It was said: ‘O Noah! Debark in peace from Us, and blessings upon you and on the “ 
;…” nations of those with you

Obviously, the storm had devastated all signs of life, it destroyed cultivated lands,
green pastures, and the orchards that had once flourished, and everything had been

rendered infertile and arid. At this time, Noah and his companions were in grave

narrowness as far as their lives and nutrition were concerned. However, Allah

reassured this group of believers that the Divine blessings would not be withheld from

them and therefore, they should stop worrying about their livelihood because an

.appropriate and a blissful environment awaited them
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Then it adds that there would descend from this faithful group, nations of people on

whom We Allah would bestow different kinds of Blessings although some of them

would become arrogant and negligent, and consequently a grave punishment would

:be inflicted upon them. The verse says

and nations whom We shall afford provision, then there shall afflict them from Us a “… 
’.” painful chastisement

****
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نَیقَِّتمُْلِل هَبَِقاعَْلا  َّنإِ  رِْبصْافَ  اذَهَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  کَُموْقَ  لاَوَ  تَنأَ  آهَمُلَْعتَ  تَنکُ  امَ  کَْیَلإِ  آهیحِوُن  بِْیغَْلا  ءِآبَنأَ  نِْم  کَْلِت  ﴾ 49﴿

O Prophet!) these are of the tidings of the Unseen which We reveal unto you. . “ ) 49
Before this, neither you nor your people knew them. Therefore, be you patient, verily

.” the end is for the pious ones

Commentary: verse 49

This verse, by which ends the story of Noah in this Sura, sums up what had been

covered previously. It implies that all this comes from the world beyond your powers

of perception that Allah has revealed to the Prophet which neither he nor his people

:knew of before. The verse says

O Prophet!) these are of the tidings of the Unseen which We reveal unto you. Before “ )
. …” this, neither you nor your people knew them

The gist of what was revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about Noah was that amidst all

those difficulties he had encountered in the course of his calling, still he persevered.
The Prophet too, should persevere because the final victory is reserved for those who

:are pious. The verse says

.” Therefore, be you patient, verily the end is for the pious ones “… 

One can infer from this verse that contrary to what some people think, the prophets

were aware of the invisible world with condition that their knowledge had its source in
.the Divine will, and was confined to the extent that Allah wanted
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We shall now leave the story of Noah at this point, despite all the wonders and

didactic lessons that can be drawn from it, and take up another great prophet, that is
.Hūd, in whose name this Sura has been entitled

:The feature of Noah in the Qur’ān

The story of Noah (a.s.) is mentioned in six of the suras of the Qur’ān: Al-A‘rāf, Hūd,
Mu‘minūn, Shu‘arā, Qamar, and Nūh but, it is most extensively discussed in the

current Sura, Hūd. The appointment of Noah to prophecy was made after Adam (a.s.)
and during the time of the spread of unbelief, idol worship and oppression, his agenda

consisted of enforcing and spreading monotheism and the daily prayers, encouraging

people to decent conduct, dissuading them from committing the forbidden, and

.preaching justice, honesty and remaining faithful to one’s own words

The duration of Noah’s prophecy extended for 950 years. When, at the end of his

period, Allah told him that no one would accept his faith, he was discouraged and

cursed the people. As a result, his wife and son, who did not belong to his school of

.thought, were drowned along with the other unbelievers

He was the first prophet with a universal mission, a Book and a sharī‘ah (a specific

religious law). The story of Noah (a.s.) has also been mentioned in the Torah, as well in
the Books of the Chaldeans, the Hindus, the Chinese, the Greeks and the

Zoroastrians. They have all regarded the Flood of Noah as a sign of Allah’s anger

.because of people’s oppression and corruption

Noah’s mission was universal. As the planet earth cannot remain without a savior, the

drowning of all the people was due to Noah’s (a.s.) curse when he said: “… My Lord!
.(Leave not upon the earth any dweller from among the unbelievers.” (1
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The holy Qur’ān testifies to the fact that the flood did occur. On the other hand, if that

great man’s mission had been regional and the area where the flood occurred was

also limited to that region, there would have been no need for putting a pair of each

animal onto the Ark in order to preserve generations of the animal kingdom on the

.earth

The Story of Noah (a.s.): Noah’s story is that of a life spanning a one thousand year

history embodying the story of a world-devastating flood, the account of the

extermination of an entire generation of man and the beginning of a new chapter in
human history on this earth. It reflects the victory of truth against ‘untruth’ and Allah’s
acceptance of the prophets’ curses. It is an example of how the relationship between

a father and son can be broken for ideological reasons and it is a sign of the

submission of existence in its entirety with respect to Allah’s command. It shows the

importance of the conservation and preservation of animal life and also indicates the

extent to which man may be so despicable that he may not be moved by the

admonitions of the prophets, on the contrary, he can disrespect their followers as

villains, and think he could escape Allah’s wrath by taking refuge in physical structures

.like mountains

****
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Section 5

Point

The Ministry of Hūd

The people had been exhorted by Hūd, to believe in and serve none but Allah – They

.rejected Hūd’s admonition and thus they were destroyed

نَورُتَْفُم َّلاإِ  مُْتنأَ  نْإِ  هُرُْیغَ  هٍَلإِ  نِْم  مکَُل  امَ  هََّللا  اودُُبعْا  مِوْقَایَ  لَاقَ  اًدوهُ  مْهُاخَأَ  دٍاعَ  یَلإِو  ﴾ 50﴿

And unto (the people of) ‘Ād (We sent) their brother Hūd; he said: ‘O my people! . “ 50
(’.” Worship Allah! You have no god other than He. You are only forgers (of calumnies

Commentary: verse 50

Hūd (a.s.) succeeded Noah (a.s.) as a prophet. The story of this prophet of Allah is

.recorded in verses 65 to 72 of the Sura Al-A‘rāf

:At first, the Qur’ān recounts

; …” And unto (the people of) ‘Ād (We sent) their brother Hūd “ 

There is a point worth further clarification here. It provides us with the connotation,
‘brother,’ in the case of Hūd, which reflects the fact that Arabs refer to all the

individuals of a tribe as ‘brothers’. Another connotation signifies that the behavior of

Hūd had been very much like that of a brother in keeping with the other prophets’
relationships with their fellow tribesmen. They did not behave as ‘emirs’, as

commanders or as fathers with respect to their children, but they related just like

.brothers irrespective of every privilege and superiority
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Hūd’s first call was like that of all the other prophets, it was the call to monotheism

and the negation of idol worship in all its respects. Hūd called inviting them to worship

:Allah since there is no other worth worshipping except Him. The verse says

. …” he said: ‘O my people! Worship Allah! You have no god other than He “… 

He told them that in worshipping the idols and believing in them, they were wrong.
.They only attributed falsity to Allah and claimed that those idols were His partners

:The verse continues saying

(’.” You are only forgers (of calumnies “… 

These idols should neither have been considered His partners nor could they have

been sources of good or evil. They were of no use. No false accusation could have

!been more humiliating than considering such worthless things as significant

****
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نَوُلقِْعتَ لاَفَأَ  یِنرَطَفَ  يذَِّلا  یلَعَ  َّلاإِ  يَرِجْأَ  نْإِ  اًرجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  مِوْقَایَ لآ  ﴾ 51﴿

Hūd said) ‘O’ my people! I ask you no reward for it. My reward is only upon Him . “ ) 51
?” Who created me. Have you then no sense

Commentary: verse 51

Hūd (a.s.) declared to his people that he did not expect any compensation for his call

from them. He did not demand any rewards from them so that they might think that

his appeals and his supplications were for the acquisition of wealth and position or

:whatever else. It declares

Hūd said) ‘O’ my people! I ask you no reward for it. My reward is only upon Him Who “ )
?” created me. Have you then no sense

.The only compensation and reward for me is from Him Who has created me

He Who has bestowed upon me my soul and my body, and to Whom I owe

.everything; that is my Creator and it is He Who provides for my needs

In principle, if I take any steps in the direction of your guidance and happiness, it is for

the sake of being obedient to His commandments and therefore I expect Him to

.provide me with my sustenance, not you

****
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نَیِمرِجُْم اوَّْلوَتَتَ  لاوَ  مْکُِتَّوُق  یَلإِ  هًَّوُق  مْکُدْزِیَوَ  اًرارَدِْم  مکُْیلَعَ  ءَآمََّسلا  لِسِرُْی  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت  َّمُث  مْکَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسْا  مِوْقَایَوَ  ﴾ 52﴿

And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord, then turn unto Him repentant. He . “ 52
will send you the sky pouring abundant rain, increasing you strength unto your

.” strength; and do not you turn back (from the Truth) as sinners

Commentary: verse 52

Eventually, to encourage them and utilize all possible means of awakening the truth –
seeking spirit of this misled people, he takes recourse to offering those material

rewards that are conditional upon faith which Allah makes available to the faithful in
this world; Hūd said to his people to ask the Lord for forgiveness for having

:committed sins, thus repenting and returning to Him. The verse says

. …” And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord, then turn unto Him repentant “ 

By doing so, (you will notice that) He will order the skies to provide you with enlivening

:rain in on a regular basis. The verse continues saying

, …” He will send you the sky pouring abundant rain “… 

He will do all this so that your cultivated lands and your gardens would not fall into the

grip of drought and would always remain green. Moreover because of your faith,
virtue, abstinence from sin and returning to Him, your power would be increased. The

:verse says

increasing you strength unto your strength; and do not you turn back (from the “… 
.” Truth) as sinners
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Imam Hasan (a.s.) has been quoted as saying that he once went to Mu‘awiyah. On his

return, one of Mu‘awiyah’s gatemen told him that he had a great deal of wealth but

he could not father a son. Then he asked the Imam to instruct him in a prayer so that

He might enable him to have a child. The Imam (a.s.) answered: “Make repentance

one of your primary goals.” That man repented over and over again, sometimes

repenting seven hundred times a day. Then Allah bestowed upon him a son. On

hearing the news, Mu‘awiyah asked the man why he had not asked the Imam as to

why repentance carries such a tremendous influence. The next time he encountered

the Imam, he thus made this query to which the Imam (a.s.) responded: “Have you not

heard that Allah says in the story of Hūd “… and increasing strength upon your

, …” strength

The Qur’ānic term /quwwah/ has been interpreted as property (wealth), children, and

energy. In the story of Noah, verse 12, the Qur’ān implies that if you repent and

.apologize, He will add to your prestige with children and property

One should not think that faith in Allah and focusing on Him signifies distancing

.oneself from wealth and property

Were we to accept the faith, not only we would not lose anything, but also our wealth

and property will be multiplied. If the Islamic state aspires towards economic

.expansion, it must seek a strategy for expanding the spiritual state of its society

.At any rate, turning away from the prophets and neglecting them is a grave sin

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُِب کََل  نُحَْن  امَوَ  کَِلوْقَ  نعَ  انَِتهَِلاءَ  یکِرِاتَِب  نُحَْن  امَوَ  هٍنَّیبَِب  انَتَْئجِ  امَ  دُوهُ  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 53﴿

They said: ‘O Hūd! You have brought us no clear proof, and we shall not abandon . “ 53
!’” our gods for your word, nor are we believers in you

Commentary: verse 53

Those who worship idols of stone and wood, and offer no solid reasons for their

deeds, question the prophets whose way of life is to prove the truth of their claims by

performing miracles and offering clear evidence. Disbelievers’ main response was

that they would not abandon their idols for the sake of Hud’s words. They did not

mention anything regarding lack of evidence as they were not after reasoning. They

:reiterated

They said: ‘O Hūd! You have brought us no clear proof, and we shall not abandon our “ 
!’” gods for your word, nor are we believers in you

The prophets met with fierce resistance from the idol worshippers in the first stage of

.their call, but they never neglected their duty in propagating Allah’s message

****

p: 251

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4229 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَوکُرِشُْت اَّمِم  ءٌيرَِب  یّنأَ  اودُهَشْاوَ  هََّللا  دُهِشُْا  یّنإِ  لَاقَ  ءٍوسُِب  انَِتهَِلاءَ  ضُْعَب  كَارَتَعْا  َّلاإِ  لُوقَُن  نإِ  ﴾ 54﴿

We say nothing but that some of our gods have smitten you with evil. He said: . “ 54
‘Verily I call Allah to witness and bear you (also) witness that I am quit of what you

(.” associate (with Allah

Commentary: verse 54

The Arabic term /’i‘tirā/ means protest and cursing. Ascribing insanity to the prophets,
as well as to revolutionaries, and community reformists, who have risen up against

superstition, is nothing new. On the contrary, declaring their distance from and

abhorrence of idol-worshipping and idol worshippers has always been in keeping with

the spirit of all the Divine prophets which itself provides us with an example

:confirming that one must stand decisively against superstition. The verse says

We say nothing but that some of our gods have smitten you with evil. He said: ‘Verily “ 
I call Allah to witness and bear you (also) witness that I am quit of what you associate

(.” (with Allah

The resistance and challenging spirit of Hūd (a.s.) provides the reason for his

legitimacy and the decisiveness of his path. It exhibits the fact that prophets fear Allah

.only and are not frightened by any other power

****
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نِورُظِْنُت َّمُث لا  اًعیمجَ  یِنودُیکِفَ  هِِنودُ  نِم  ﴾ 55﴿

Besides Him, (I am quit of everything you worship), therefore, scheme (your . “ 55
.” worst) against me, all together, and give me no respite

Commentary: verse 55

Hūd further goes on to say that not only they are unable to be of any use to you, but

also you, with such a large population still lack the power to do anything even with the

.aid of those whom you worship other than Him

So I dare all of you to unite and plan any kind of conspiracies you can against me, give

:me no chances, you cannot do anything against me. The verse says

Besides Him, (I am quit of everything you worship), therefore, scheme (your worst) “ 
.” against me, all together, and give me no respite

****
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مٍیقِتَسُْم طٍارَصِ  یلَعَ  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  آهَِتیَصِانَِب  ذُخِاءَ  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هٍَّبآدَ  نِم  امَ  مکُّبرَوَ  یّبرَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  تُْلَّکوَتَ  یّنإِ  ﴾ 56﴿

Verily, I have put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! (For) there is no . “ 56
moving creature but He holds it (in His control) by its forelock. Verily my Lord is on a

.” Straight Path

Commentary: verse 56

By relying on Allah, one can stand up against the entire world, for Allah is in full

command of everything and besides being All-Powerful, He is also Just. Therefore one

must rely on him who, besides having power, is just, too; such as Allah, the prophet

:and immaculate Imams. The verse says

Verily, I have put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! (For) there is no moving “ 
creature but He holds it (in His control) by its forelock. Verily my Lord is on a Straight

.” Path

One can speak of Divine anger and the Divine system of justice being at work when

the issue involved is the enmity and obstinacy of the idol worshippers, so that they

.may be transformed and become believers

****
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ظٌیفِحَ ءٍیْشَ  لّکُ  یلَعَ  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  اًئْیشَ  هَُنوُّرضُتَ  لاوَ  مْکُرَْیغَ  اًموْقَ  یّبرَ  فُِلخْتَسْیَوَ  مْکُْیَلإِ  هِِب  تُْلسِرُْا  آمَ  مکُُتْغلَْبأَ  دْقَفَ  اوَّْلوَتَ  نإِف  ﴾ 57﴿

But if you turn away (from my call), I have conveyed the Message with which I . “ 57
was sent to you and my Lord will make another People to succeed you, and you will

.” not harm Him in the least. Verily my Lord is Guardian over everything

Commentary: verse 57

Eventually, Hūd’s last words to them are as that is they turn away from the Right

Path, it is not he who will be at a loss as he has completed his mission which is

:conveying Allah’s message. The verse says

But if you turn away (from my call), I have conveyed the Message with which I was “ 
 …” sent to you

He means that they should not think that if his call had not been well received it would

be a defeat for him. No, he completed his mission, and thus he had been the

.successful

Then he warns them of the Divine punishment as the idol worshippers were

threatened, saying that if they do not heed Allah’s call, the Lord will soon exterminate

them, replacing them with another people, and He will not suffer any loss. The verse

:says

and my Lord will make another People to succeed you, and you will not harm Him “… 
. …” in the least

This is the law of creation, which is, if a nation is not eligible to receive Allah’s
.blessings, it will be removed and will be replaced by another more deserving nation
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Also, they should beware, that Allah is the Guardian of everything and keeps a record

of all accounts. He never misses a chance, He never forgets nor does He leave the

prophets and His friends in the sea of oblivion. On the contrary, He is aware of

:everything and is in full command. The verse says

.” Verily my Lord is Guardian over everything “… 

****
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ظٍیِلغَ بٍاذَعَ  نِْم  مهُانَْیَّجَنوَ  اَّنِم  هٍمَحْرَِب  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اًدوهُ  انَْیَّجَن  اَنرُْمأَ  ءَآجَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 58﴿

And when Our decree came, We saved Hūd and those who believed with him, by . “ 58
.” a Mercy from Us and delivered them from a harsh chastisement

Commentary: verse 58

Just as inflicting punishment takes place according to Allah’s decree, being rescued

from it also is in His hands and the prophets and their companions are exempt from

:Allah’s penalty, because they obey His guidance. The verse says

And when Our decree came, We saved Hūd and those who believed with him, by a “ 
.” Mercy from Us and delivered them from a harsh chastisement

Merely having faith in the prophets is not enough, following them and supporting

.them is also necessary

We must also take note that the main source of all blessings is He, but His anger,
.estrangement and outrage have their roots in our conduct

****
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دینعَ رٍاَّبجَ  لّکُ  رَْمأَ  اوعُبََّتاوَ  هُلَسُرُ  اوْصَعَوَ  مْهِّبرَ  تِایَاِب  اودُحَجَ  دٌاعَ  کَْلِتوَ  ﴾ 59﴿

And this was (the people of) ‘Ād; they rejected the Signs of their Lord, and . “ 59
.” disobeyed His Messengers, and followed the command of every obstinate tyrant

Commentary: verse 59

He summarizes the sins of the ‘Ād into three areas in this verse. First, He says the

people of ‘Ād denied the Signs of their Lord obstinately, denying every sign sent as

:evidence of the authenticity of their prophet. The verse says

, …” And this was (the people of) ‘Ād; they rejected the Signs of their Lord “ 

Secondly, they opposed the prophets, with a roguish behavior and in an unruly

:manner. The verse continues

, …” and disobeyed His Messengers “… 

.Thirdly, they abandoned Allah’s decree and followed the order of any despot instead

.” and followed the command of every obstinate tyrant “… 

What a greater sin can be found that they abandoned faith, opposed their prophets

.and followed the obstinate tyrants

The Arabic word /jabbār/ is a term used to denote a person who furiously strikes, kills,
and destroys and does not follow the rule of reason. And the term /‘anīd/ refers to

someone who is extraordinarily hostile towards the truth and never acknowledges it.
These two characteristics describe the profiles of despots and tyrants who, in every

epoch, are noted for never lending their ears to the truth, and whenever they face an

.opponent they mercilessly torture and eradicate him
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دٍوهُ مِوْقَ  دٍاعَِل  اًدْعُب  لاَأَ  مْهَُّبرَ  اورُفَکَ  اًداعَ  َّنإِ  لآأَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَوَ  هًنَْعَل  ایَْنُّدلا  هِذِهَ  یِف  اوعُِبْتُاوَ  ﴾ 60﴿

And they were pursued by a curse in this world, and on the Day of Resurrection. . “ 60
.” Behold! the ‘Ād disbelieved in their Lord: so away with ‘Ād, the people of Hūd

Commentary: verse 60

In this verse which ends the story of Hūd and the tribe of ‘Ād, the Qur’ān explains the

consequences of their evil acts and falsehood saying that they were damned and

cursed in this world for their evil deeds and were made infamous with a notorious

:history after their death. The verse says

And they were pursued by a curse in this world, and on the Day of Resurrection. “ 
: …” Behold! the ‘Ād disbelieved in their Lord

It will be said on the Day of Resurrection: “Let it be known on the Day of Resurrection

.” that the people of ‘Ād refused to recognize their Lord and lost His favor upon them

Although the term ‘Ād is adequate for describing and introducing these people, the

phrase “the people of Hūd” has also been mentioned in the above verse which

emphasizes and makes allusion to the fact that this group of people is the same one

which annoyed their compassionate prophet so much and hence, distanced

:themselves from Allah’s favor. The verse continues saying

.” so away with ‘Ād, the people of Hūd “… 

Verses number 50 to 60 of this Sura relate to the people of ‘Ād. They were of the Arab

race and resided in the Jazirat ul Arab or the Arabian Peninsula, but the name of this

group of
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people is not mentioned in the present Torah. They were a people who enjoyed a high

standard of living and lived in the magnificent towns according to the suras Al-Qamar,
Al Hāqqa, Al-A‘rāf, Al-Sajdah, and Ash-Shu‘arā those people were tall, vigorous and

.had a unique civilization

As far as their system of belief was concerned, they worshipped idols and followed

tyrants. Hūd invited them to worship the One and only God, and become monotheist.
However, they did not submit and met their doom with Allah’s anger which was

manifested in the form of furious, burning storms. The people of ‘Ād consisted of two

groups; the first ‘Ād and the second ‘Ād. The latter used to live in Ahqāf (a region in
.the Hijāz) or in the Yemen until seven hundred B.C

****
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Section 6

Point

The Ministry of Sālih

Salih exhorts the people of Thamūd to believe in and worship none but the only God –
.They disbelieved and were destroyed

َّمُث هُورُفِْغتَسـْافَ  اهَیِف  مْکُرَمَْعتَسـْاوَ  ضِرْلاَا  نَِم  مکُاَشَنأَ  وَهُ  هُرُْیغَ  هٍَلإِ  نِْم  مکَُل  امَ  هََّللا  اودُُبعْا  مِوْقَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  اًحِلاصَ  مْهُاخَأَ  دَومَُث  یَلإِو  ﴾ 61﴿

بٌیجُِم بٌیرِقَ  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت 

And unto (the people of) Thamūd (We sent) their brother Salih, He said: ‘O my . “ 61
people! Worship Allah! You have no god other than He. It is He Who produced you

from the earth and settled you therein: so ask forgiveness of Him, and turn unto Him

’.” in repentance: surely my Lord is Nigh, Responsive

Commentary: verse 61

.Salih (a.s.) is the third prophet who succeeds Noah and Hūd (a.s.) in the Divine mission

The Qur’ānic story of the people of ‘Ād ended with all of its instructive lessons and

now it is the turn of the people of Thamūd, the people, who, according to historical

narrations, lived then in the land of “Wādi al Qurra” which was located between

.Medina and Damascus

Here again we note that the Qur’ān, when mentioning their prophet, terms Salih as a
brother, a compassionate person who had no other aim except wishing his people

:well. The noble verse says

, …” And unto (the people of) Thamūd (We sent) their brother Salih “ 
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:The verse also continues

. …” He said: ‘O my people! Worship Allah! You have no god other than He “… 

Afterwards, in order to elevate their sense of appreciation and their sense of

gratitude, he refers to an example of Allah’s favor which, from the point of view of

:their existence itself, they would not able to deny, he says

 …” It is He Who produced you from the earth “… 

After referring to the blessings of creation, the verse reminds them of all the favors

which Allah had bestowed upon them in being enriched in the earth, and implies that

Allah is He who has left the development of the earth to you and has empowered you

:with the means of its exploitation. The verse says

: …” and settled you therein “… 

It is to be noted here that the Qur’ān does not claim that Allah developed the earth

and made it available to them, on the contrary, it says that He left the development of

the earth to them. Allusion is here made to the fact that all the means of exploitation

had been readily available from all points of view, however, it is up to men to develop

the land with their own toil, and obtain its resources. And they would not be able to

.claim any share of it without working and making the required effort

Since such is the case, they should seek repentance from their sins and return to Him

for Allah is always near to His subjects and accepts their requests. The verse

:concludes

so ask forgiveness of Him, and turn unto Him in repentance: surely my Lord is Nigh, “… 
’.” Responsive
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بٍیرُِم هْیَلإِ  آَنوعُدْتَ  اَّمِم    ٍ کّشَ یفَِل  انََّنإِوَ  اَنؤُآَباءَ  دُُبْعیَ  امَ  دَُبْعَن  نأَ  آَناهَْنتَأَ  آذَهَ  لَْبقَ  اًوّجُرْمَ  انَیِف  تَنکُ  دْقَ  حُِلاصَ  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 62﴿

They said: ‘O Salih! You have hitherto been a source of hope among us. Do you . “ 62
(now) forbid us to worship what our fathers worshipped? Truly we are in disquieting

’.” doubt as to that unto which you invite us

Commentary: verse 62

The idol worshippers told Salih (a.s.) that before he used to be their source of hope

and pride and because of this they loved him. They said this so that he might be

encouraged to try to preserve the good relationship they used to have, and give up

.his calling to them towards monotheism

They told him that he was their source of hope in the past and they used to appeal to

him asking his counsel, they used to have faith in his wisdom, insight, and in his

intelligence, and they never cast any shadow of a doubt upon his benevolence and

.compassion

However, they told him that unfortunately, you made us lose hope in you with your

opposition against our way of life which is the worship of idols and icons according to

the way of our ancestors. This has been our source of pride and thus indicates that

you do not have the slightest respect for our leaders, nor do you have any faith in our

:wisdom and intelligence nor do you defend our traditions. The verse says

. …” They said: ‘O Salih! You have hitherto been a source of hope among us “ 

Do you actually want to dissuade us from worshipping what our fathers used to

:worship? They declared

p: 263

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4241 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


? …” Do you (now) forbid us to worship what our fathers worshipped “… 

The fact of the matter is that we are in doubt as to the way of life to which you are

calling us (that is monotheism) and, at the same time, we are also pessimistic about it.
:They said

’.” Truly we are in disquieting doubt as to that unto which you invite us “… 

****

p: 264

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4242 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


رٍیسِخْتَ رَْیغَ  یِنَنودُیزِتَ  امَفَ  هُُتْیصَعَ  نْإِ  هَِّللا  نَِم  یِنرُصُْنیَ  نمَفَ  هًمَحْرَ  هُْنِم  یِناتَاءَو  یّبرَ  نِم  هٍنَّیَب  یلَعَ  تُنکُ  نإِ  مُْتْیأَرَأَ  مِوْقَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 63﴿

He (Salih) said: ‘O’ my people! Bethink you if I be upon a clear proof from my Lord . “ 63
and He hath sent Mercy unto me from Himself, who will then help me against Allah if I

.” (were to) disobey Him? So you do not add to me other than loss

Commentary: verse 63

Metaphysically orientated religions and Divinely appointed prophets call on people to

adopt monotheism and the worship of Allah by providing sound reasoning and

.miracles, and not by force, threats and ignorance

The position of being appointed as a prophet is a special favor and a privilege

.accorded to certain individuals by Allah

One should never abandon Allah’s way by imaginary and wishful thinking about

popular support. We should take note of the fact that deviant people will add nothing

to others except to their losses, for opposing truth itself is something very detrimental

:for man. The verse says

He (Salih) said: ‘O’ my people! Bethink you if I be upon a clear proof from my Lord “ 
and He hath sent Mercy unto me from Himself, who will then help me against Allah if I

.” (were to) disobey Him? So you do not add to me other than loss

****
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بٌیرِقَ بٌاذَعَ  مْکُذَخُْایَفَ  ءٍوسُِب  اهَوُّسمَتَ  لاوَ  هَِّللا  ضِرْأَ  یِف  لْکُأْتَ  اهَورُذَفَ  هًیَاءَ  مْکَُل  هَِّللا  هُقَاَن  هِذِهَ  مِوْقَ  ایَوَ  ﴾ 64﴿

O my People! This she – camel of Allah is a Sign for you. So leave her alone to . “ 64
graze in Allah’s earth, and do not touch her with any harm, lest a swift chastisement

!” will seize you

Commentary: verse 64

The story of Salih’s she-camel has also been reiterated in suras Ash-Shu‘arā and Al-
(Qamar as well.(1

Salih (a.s.) said to the people that he would ask their idols something and they also

should ask something from His Lord. Whoever, provides the right answer, could be

the object of his and their worship. The idol worshippers accepted and their request

was for a pregnant she-camel to come out of the mountain just then and there. Allah

accepted their request and a camel, meeting all those requirements, came out of the

.mountain

.This she-camel of Salih was extraordinary in many respects

.It came out of the innermost part of the mountain . 1

.It was pregnant without having any contact with a male camel . 2

.For one full day, she had drunk of the water of that village . 3

It provided a daily supply of milk that was sufficient for meeting the needs of the . 4
.people of the area

.The people had no responsibilities towards her . 5

It served as a reason and as a miracle which was quite tangible and understandable . 6
.for the people
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.Sura Ash-Shu‘arā No. 26, verses 155–158, and Sura Al-Qamar No. 54, verses 27–31 - 1
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بٍوذُکْمَ رُْیغَ  دٌعْوَ  کَِلذَ  مٍاَّیأَ  هََثلاََث  مْکُرِادَ  یِف  اوعَُّتمَتَ  لَاقَفَ  اهَورُقَعَفَ  ﴾ 65﴿

So they hamstrung her. Then he said: ‘Enjoy yourselves in your abode for three . “ 65
.”” days, (then will be your ruin). That is a promise not to be belied

Commentary: verse 65

Through traditional narrations we are informed that only one person had killed the

she-camel. Despite this, the Qur’ān says: /‘aqarūhā/ which means that all of them

killed her. This indication signifies that there had been a consensus of opinion among

them about the killing. From the Islamic point of view, the ideological bond between

individuals causes them to be responsible for the sins of single individuals within the

.context of that ideology

Question: What is the underlying philosophy of a three-day grace period? Firstly: So

.as to give them a chance to repent

Secondly: To provide a means for spiritual pressure and augmentation of the penalty.
If a person is told that he will be killed within three days, this very news will serve as

.the greatest blow upon him psychologically speaking

Thirdly: It provided another good proof for the legitimacy of the Divine prophet since

.fixing a dead line results from having access to news from the invisible world

However, one should never take Divine warnings as jokes or lies as scorning them will

.cause the infliction of Divine penalties

****
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رُیزِعَْلا ُّيوِقَْلا  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  ذٍِئِموْیَ  يِزْخِ  نِْموَ  اَّنِم  هٍمَحْرَِب  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اًحِلاصَ  انَْیَّجَن  اَنرُْمأَ  ءَآجَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 66﴿

And when Our Decree came (to pass), We saved Salih and those who believed . “ 66
with him by a Mercy from Us, and (delivered them) from the ignominy of that day.

.” Verily, your Lord is the All-strong, the All-mighty

Commentary: verse 66

The Arabic term /xizy/, applied in this holy verse, means a kind of defect of deformity,
.the appearance of which causes man embarrassment and loss of prestige

Natural catastrophes such as earthquakes, floods or dangerous epidemics may

happen to both to the faithful as well as to idol worshippers, just like carelessness,
which may be seen in one man, but the effects of which can be felt by all. However,
when the issue in question is the Divine punishment, the faithful are secure and safe

unless they have merited punishment owing to their lack of action, their

condescension to oppression, or their ceasing to dissuade others from what has been

:forbidden. The verse says

And when Our Decree came (to pass), We saved Salih and those who believed with “ 
him by a Mercy from Us, and (delivered them) from the ignominy of that day. Verily,

.” your Lord is the All-strong, the All-mighty

****
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نَیمِِثاجَ مْهِرِایَدِ  یِف  اوحُبَصْاَفَ  هُحَْیَّصلا  اومُلَظَ  نَِیذَّلا  ذَخَأَوَ  ﴾ 67﴿

دَوُم - ثَِل اًدْعُب  لاَأَ  مْهَُّبرَ  اورُفَکَ  دَومَُث  َّنإِ  لآأَ  آهَیِف  اوْنَْغیَ  مَْل  ناَکَ  ﴾ 68﴿

And the (mighty) Blast overtook those who were unjust, so they became . “ 67
.” motionless corpses in their abodes

As if they had never dwelt there. Behold! Verily Thamūd rejected their Lord. . “ 68
!” Behold! away with Thamūd

Commentary: verses 67-68

The Arabic term, /jāθimīn/ is derived from /jaθama/ which means sitting on one’s
knees or falling on face, like the state in which one has received an electric shock

.which renders one immobile, making that person lose the power to escape

.The Qur’ānic term /yaqnau/ is derived from /qiniy/ which means staying in one place

The record of these obstinate and oppressive people of Thamūd comes to a close in
.this verse

Salih (a.s.) is one of the Arab prophets, and the tribe of Thamūd is an ancient tribe

belonging to prehistoric period, which resided in Wādī-al-Qura, located between

Medina and Damascus. They were a nation of farmers and used to engage in

horticulture. The name of Salih has been mentioned in the Books of the Divine

.prophets

The annihilation of the people of Salih by the mighty blast has been likened to and

resembles that of the supersonic jets of today which break the sound barrier when

their speed exceeds that of sound. The terrifying sound caused, shatters glass

windows, can cause abortions in pregnant women, and hasten

heart attacks. As a result of the mighty blast, the Thamūd people also were

:annihilated. The verse says
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And the (mighty) Blast overtook those who were unjust, so they became motionless “ 
.” corpses in their abodes

The end of time will also be associated with a Divine mighty blast which will

.exterminate everything

Sura Yāsīn, No. 36, verse 49 says: “They will not have to wait for anything but a single

Blast: it will seize them while they are yet disputing (among themselves).” Again, Sura

Yāsīn, No. 36, verses 29, 32, say: “It was naught but a single (mighty) Blast, and behold!
They were (like ashes) quenched and silent.” “And all of them shall surely be brought

before Us.” The raising up of the dead on the Day of Resurrection will also be made

.manifest in the same way

However, the Divine punishment inflicted upon the oppressors takes a similar course

as a result of their injustice and cruelty. It must be noted that Allah’s retributions are

not given only in the Hereafter, but injustice and cruelty will be rewarded even in this

:very world, too. The verse says

As if they had never dwelt there. Behold! Verily Thamūd rejected their Lord. Behold! “ 
!” away with Thamūd

****
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Section 7

Point

Ministry of Lot

The Angels sent by Allah first meet Abraham – Abraham’s wife given the glad tidings

of Isaac and Jacob – Abraham pleads for the people of Lot but asked to leave the

people to have their own earning – The Angels appear to Lot – Lot admonishes his

.people who reject the warning and thus were destroyed

ذٍیِنحَ لٍجْعِِب  ءَآجَ  نأَ  ثَِبَل  امَفَ  مٌلاَسَ  لَاقَ  اًملاَسَ  اوُلاقَ  يرَشُْبْلاِب  میَهِارَْبإِ  آنَُلسُرُ  تْءَآجَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 69﴿

And certainly Our messengers (the angels) came to Abraham with glad tidings. . “ 69
.” They said ‘Peace!’ He answered ‘Peace!’ and he did not delay to bring a roasted calf

Commentary: verse 69

Now is time to focus on one of the highlights of the life of Abraham, the iconoclastic

champion. Of course, only that part of his story, which deals with the story of the

people of Lot and punishment of this unruly people is being discussed here. The

Qur’ān says that Allah’s messengers (angels) came to Abraham, bearing good tidings,
:though they had come to deliver a message to Abraham (a.s.) before. The verse says

. …” And certainly Our messengers (the angels) came to Abraham with glad tidings “ 

There are two hypotheses incompatible with each other, as to what message those

:angels were carrying

First; the message relates to tidings regarding the birth of Ismail and Isaac which

.were great good tidings for him
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Secondly, Abraham, who was tired of the unruliness and corruption of the people of

.Lot, became happy on hearing of the mission of the angels to destroy them

When the messengers arrived they gave him the greetings of ‘Peace’ and he

answered them likewise. Before long he had brought them a roasted calf. The verse

:says

They said ‘Peace!’ He answered ‘Peace!’ and he did not delay to bring a roasted “… 
.” calf

The inference drawn from the sentence is that one of the rules of hosting a guest is
that a meal should be prepared for him at the earliest possible time, after his arrival,

.for he can be both tired and hungry, especially when he is a traveler

****
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طٍوُل مِوْقَ  یَلإِ  آنَْلسِرُْا  آَّنإِ  فْخَتَ  اوُلاقَ لا  هًفَیخِ  مْهُْنِم  سَجَوْأَوَ  مْهُرَکَِن  هِْیَلإِ  لُصِتَ  مْهُیَدِْیأَ لاَ  آءَرَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 70﴿

But when he saw their hands extended not towards it, he mistrusted them, and . “ 70
conceived a fear of them. They said: ‘Fear not; we have been sent against the people

’.” of Lot

Commentary: verse 70

Abraham’s (a.s.) fear is different from the kind of fear and weakness found in ordinary

men when facing problematic situations, for he was the archetypical iconoclast in

history who was never afraid of anything. Nevertheless focusing one’s attention on

.possible dangers and on being a possible target is another matter

:The verse says

But when he saw their hands extended not towards it, he mistrusted them, and “ 
conceived a fear of them. They said: ‘Fear not; we have been sent against the people

’.” of Lot

At any rate, since Lot (a.s.) and his tribe was one of the groups under Abraham’s
.command, he had to be briefed before their annihilation

****
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بَوقُْعیَ قَاحَسْإِ  ءِآرَوَ  نِموَ  قَاحَسْإِب  اهَاَنرَّْشبَفَ  تْکَحِضَفَ  هٌمَِئآقَ  هُُتأَرَْماوَ  ﴾ 71﴿

And his wife was standing (by) and she laughed when We gave her the glad . “ 71
.” tidings (of the birth) of Isaac, and after Isaac, of Jacob

Commentary: verse 71

There are several possibilities mentioned as to the reasons for the standing by of

:Abraham’s wife; when the verse says

And his wife was standing (by) and she laughed when We gave her the glad tidings “ 
.” (of the birth) of Isaac, and after Isaac, of Jacob

a- for worshipping

b- for serving the guests

.c- for witnessing the comings and goings of individuals and the discussions

Her laughter was either because she understood that their abstinence from eating

was not a sign of danger for Abraham, or, as has been pointed out in some

commentaries, Sārah, Abraham’s wife, was an elderly woman who had long passed

her child bearing days when she suddenly heard this unbelievable news. However,
.while in this mood, she realized that the Divine Will was that she would have a child

However, each group of the Divine angels were commissioned to accomplish a

particular affair. These group of angels followed two objectives. One of which was the

extermination of the corrupt people of Lot, and the other was to give the good tidings

.of a child to be bestowed upon Abraham (a.s.) and Sārah
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بٌیجِعَ ءٌیْشََل  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  اًخْیشَ  یِلْعَب  اذَهَوَ  زٌوجُعَ  ْاَنأَوَ  دُِلأَءَ  یتَلَْیوَ  ایَ  تَْلاقَ  ﴾ 72﴿

She said: ‘Voe is me! Shall I bear a child when I am an old woman, and this my . “ 72
!’” husband is an old man? Verily this is a wonderful thing

Commentary: verse 72

Sarah, who had given up hope of having children, with a tone of tremendous wonder,
exclaimed implying that alas for her. Might she give birth to a child despite her old age

.and despite the fact that her husband too was old? That was a truly amazing matter

:The verse itself says

She said: ‘Voe is me! Shall I bear a child when I am an old woman, and this my “ 
!’” husband is an old man? Verily this is a wonderful thing

That same Allah Who had made the fire cold for Abraham (a.s.) and had made him win

over the idol-worshippers, is definitely able to make an infertile old woman fertile and

.an old man sire a child

****

p: 275

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4254 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


دٌیجِمَ دٌیمِحَ  هَُّنإِ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُُتاکَرََبوَ  هَِّللا  هُمَحْرَ  هَِّللا  رِْمأَ  نِْم  نَیِبجَْعتَأَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 73﴿

They said: “Do you wonder at Allah’s decree? The grace of Allah and His blessings . “ 73
. ” on you, O people of the House! Verily He is Praise worthy, Glorious

Commentary: verse 73

One day, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) gave greetings to a group of people which

returned his greetings, saying: “Our greetings to you and may Allah’s favor and

blessings be with you, the Ahl-ul-Bayt, and may His forgiveness and His paradise also

be upon you as well.” Ali (a.s.) said: “Do not add anything to what the angels said to

Abraham (a.s.), therefore, the phrase ‘And may Allah’s favour and blessings be with

:you’ would suffice.” The verse says

They said: “Do you wonder at Allah’s decree? The grace of Allah and His blessings on “ 
. ” you, O people of the House! Verily He is Praise worthy, Glorious

Question: Considering the fact that in the above verse, the angels addressed

Abraham’s wife using the phrase Ahl-ul-Bayt, and since, naturally, everyone’s wife is
considered as part of one’s household, why is it then that in the verse of Tathīr in the

Sura Al Ahzāb, No. 33, verse 33,(1) the wives of the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) are

?not included in his household

Answer: Regarding only the literal meaning of the word, it would be natural for the

word Ahl-ul-Bayt to include reference
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to one’s wife. However, we have firm grounds regarding the fact that someone can

be excluded from this denotation even when normally they would be included in its

purview, like in the verse saying: “Verily he is not of your household”(1) where Noah’s
son is not counted as a member in Noah’s household. Sometimes it also happens that

there could be a reason to include someone who would normally not be considered as

a member of the household, as has been said of Salmān: “Salmān belongs to our

(” household (Ahl-ul-Bayt

There are numerous narrations concerning the verse of Tathīr which say that the

blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had taken certain people under his cloak calling them his

.Ahl-ul-Bayt, while he did not allow his wife, the pious Umm-us-Salamah, to enter

This Divine favor and blessings were not confined to that time and place. It has

continued in this family, too. What Divine blessing can be superior to that bestowed

upon the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Immaculate Imams (a.s.) who have emerged from

?this household

****
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طٍوُل مِوْقَ  یِف  انَُلدِاجَُی  يرَشُْبْلا  هُْتءَآجَوَ  عُوَّْرلا  مَیهِارَْبإِ  نْعَ  بَهَذَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 74﴿

So when fear had passed from Abraham and the glad tidings reached him, he . “ 74
.” began disputing with Us concerning the people of Lot

Commentary: verse 74

Perhaps Abraham’s (a.s.) plea is the same one mentioned in Sura ‘Ankabūt, No. 29,
verse 31, where, in addressing the angels, he asked how they would overturn the land

.when Lot (a.s.) still remained among them

They answered that they were well aware of their status, so they would save Lot and

:his followers. The verse says

So when fear had passed from Abraham and the glad tidings reached him, he began “ 
.” disputing with Us concerning the people of Lot

The angels removed his anxiety and in directly addressing Sarah they reinforced the

good tidings of them being graced with progeny. Concern and anxiety in the face of

possible danger are safety-orientated issues while having children has an emotional

dimension. Safety issues relate to society as a whole and children are related to the

.household

****
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بٌیِنُم هٌاَّوأَ  مٌیِلحََل  مَیهِارَْبإِ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 75﴿

دٍودُرْمَ رُْیغَ  بٌاذَعَ  مْهِیِتاءَ  مْهَُّنإِوَ  کَّبرَ  رُْمأَ  ءَآجَ  دْقَ  هَُّنإِ  آذَهَ  نْعَ  ضْرِعْأَ  مُیهِارَْبإِ  آیَ  ﴾ 76﴿

.” Verily Abraham was indeed for bearing, tender-hearted, penitent . “ 75

O Abraham! Forsake this! Indeed the decree of your Lord has come to pass and . “ 76
.” surely there is coming (upon) them an irreversible chastisement

Commentary: verses 75-76

Patience is a highly praised characteristic that enables someone to forbear any

infliction in times of crisis and not try to avenge it. This is why Abraham wished to

haply remove the punishment from the people of Lot. This good quality is very

prominent in prophets, godly benevolent authorities, and knowledgeable people, for

were it not to exist, they would not be able to tolerate the difficulties and troubles of

their people, and therefore, they would not be able to achieve their objectives which

.would include guidance

The Qur’ānic term /’awwāh/ means supplication and humility before Allah, along with

.crying and weeping

:The verse says

.” Verily Abraham was indeed for bearing, tender-hearted, penitent “ 

Here, Abraham shows compassion for the people of Lot, who are rather inextricably

.entangled with having to suffer this awesome penalty

The Qur’ānic term /munīb/, mentioned in the first verse, denotes repentance and

returning, and at the same time
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concentrating on Allah, for Abraham appealed to Him to forgive and not to condemn

the people of Lot. However, Allah, the Blissful and Glorious, is so perfectly patient,
forgiving, indulgent and compassionate that His servants can not even remotely

conceive its extent. The crucial determining factor in all this, however, is that it all

depends upon the suitability of the servant in point, which, when lacking in suitability

sparing them is of no avail. Once the limits are exceeded, the mercy changes to rigor

and this must be so of necessity, for mercy from the point of view of the sharp teeth

that Allah gave to a panther is the other side of oppression from the point of view of

.the sheep in its jaws

The people of Lot had no more potential to be guided, and if they were left to

continue, their evil acts would have permeated other spheres as well, just like a

corrupt organ which, if not excised, would affect other organs, thus spreading the

:infection further. Therefore, in response, the angels said

O Abraham! Forsake this! Indeed the decree of your Lord has come to pass and “ 
.” surely there is coming (upon) them an irreversible chastisement

At that point Abraham realized that there was no more room for mercy, he gave up

pleading for them and the angels of death went forth to do their work executing the

.Divine order and exterminating the people of Lot

****
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بٌیصِعَ مٌوْیَ  اذَهَ  لَاقَوَ  اًعرْذَ  مْهِِب  قَاضَوَ  مْهِِب  ءَیسِ  اًطوُل  انَُلسُرُ  تْءَآجَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 77﴿

And when Our messengers (the angels) came to Lot, he was grieved for them and . “ 77
’.” felt straitened to protect them. He said: ‘This is a distressful day

Commentary: verse 77

When the angels came, Lot was engaged in farming outside the town. He noticed

some handsome, well-dressed young men arrived. He became afraid that his people

might take to them when they entered the town. He thought that it would be best to

invite them to his house, which he did, and his invitation was accepted. As he was

taking them home, he was worried that his people might pass by and notice them. He

wanted them to go back where they came from, saying: “You should know that you

are going to a despicable and evil people”. At this point, Gabriel said: “That’s one”. The

reason why Gabriel said this was that Allah had told the angels that they should not

hasten to destroy the people of Lot until Lot himself had testified to their evil three

times. As they kept on going, for the second time Lot told them: “Really, you are going

towards an evil people.” Gabriel this time said: “That’s the second time”. As Lot arrived

at the gate of the town, he said for the third time: “You are going among an evil people

”. from among Allah’s creatures.” Gabriel said: “That’s the third time

Lot entered the town followed by his guests. One by one they entered the house, and

when Lot’s wife noticed their handsomeness she wanted to call the people and tell

them
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.about it. She climbed up on the roof of the house and lit a fire

When the evil people of the town came, she told them that there were some very

.handsome young men in the house

Lot was at his wits end trying to find a way to get rid of these people, to save his

guests from being the objects of their evil intentions and to protect his honor. He was

having a hard time, because he was in a quandary as to what he should do. He

murmured: “This is a very difficult day.” On the one hand, how could he protect his

guests from the wretchedness and evil of those people? On the other hand, how could

he eradicate the evil that they had caused? And finally, what should he do about the

spy on the inside, his wife, who was willing to reveal anything secret in his house to

the enemy outside? As the Qur’ān says: “Allah sets forth an example to the

Unbelievers, the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They were under two of Our

righteous servants, but they acted treacherously towards them so they availed them

nothing before Allah on their account, but were told: ‘Enter you both the Fire along

(with (others) that enter!’”(1

****
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یِف نِوزُخُْتلاوَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتافَ  مْکَُل  رُهَطْأَ  َّنهُ  یتانََب  ءِلآؤُهَ  مِوْقَایَ  لَاقـَ  تِاـئّیَّسلا  نَوُلمَْعیَ  اوُناکـَ  لُْـبقَ  نِموَ  هِْیَلإِ  نَوعُرَهُْی  هُُموْقَ  هُءَآجـَوَ  ﴾ 78﴿

دٌیشِرَ لٌجُرَ  مْکُنِم  سَْیَلأَ  یفِْیضَ 

And his people came rushing towards him, And aforetime they had been . “ 78
practicing abominations. He said: ‘O my people, here are my daughters they are purer

for you. So fear Allah, and do no degrade me with my guests! Is there not among you

?’” one upright man

Commentary: verse 78

The Arabic term /yuhra‘ūn/ derived from /’ihrā’/ means intensive driving. That is, the

uninhibited passion of this rebellious people goaded them on towards Lot’s (a.s.)
.guests

The meaning of the term /at-har/, in this verse, is not that sodomy has something

pure about it but that marriage is purer. It means that for the sinner who is pursuing

.the gratification his sexual instincts, it is preferable to get married than to commit sin

It is worthy to note that one’s potentialities can flourish when caught in the midst of

anxieties and difficulties. If the Divine angels would have introduced themselves to

Lot (a.s.) on their arrival, there would have been no need for moaning, sighing, crying

for help and appealing to the emotions of the public, nor would there have been any

:need to offer a marriage proposal. The verse says

And his people came rushing towards him, And aforetime they had been practicing “ 
abominations. He said: ‘O my people, here are my daughters they are purer for
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you. So fear Allah, and do no degrade me with my guests! Is there not among you one

?’” upright man

Question: Why would a prophet propose his daughter for marriage to an unbelieving

?idol worshipper

Answer: Perhaps he might suggest that conversion be a condition for the marriage so

that the marriage could facilitate and strengthen the belief in Allah. Maybe the

meaning of the term /banātī’/ is ‘people’s daughters’ as the prophet is considered the

father of the nation and is speaking on their behalf. Or maybe, at that time, such

.marriages were common for the sake of convenience and expediency

:Explanations

Sometimes the norms of human society degenerate to such an extent that people-1
.hasten towards committing sins being seduced by their unruly lower selves

To prevent people from doing what is forbidden, we must at first open up and show - 2
.the true path to them so that they do not seek pleasure by committing sins

The meaning of the term ‘chastity’ is not isolation. On the contrary, it means purity - 3
.in normal social intercourse

Marriage is the sole and only correct context for sexual gratification, other methods - 4
.are unclean and sinful

Considering sin as a commonplace matter does not exempt man from his - 5
.responsibility in dissuading others from performing forbidden acts

Showing hospitality is such an important matter that the noblest of men have - 6
.tolerated a tremendous degree of suffering for its sake

Homosexuality has been forbidden, considered abominable, and has been rejected - 7
in previous religions and is incompatible with one’s manliness, development and

.chastity
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دُیرُِن امَ  مُلَْعتََل  کََّنإِوَ    ٍ قّحَ نِْم  کَِتانََب  یِف  انََلامَ  تَمِْلعَ  دْقََل  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 79﴿

دٍیدِشَ نٍکْرُ  یَلإِ  يوِاءَ  وْأَ  هًَّوُق  مْکُِب  یِل  َّنأَ  وَْل  لَاقَ  ﴾ 80﴿

They said: ‘You know we have no right to your daughters, and verily you know . “ 79
’.” well what we desire

He said: ‘Would that I had the power against you or I might take refuge in a . “ 80
’.” strong support

Commentary: verses 79-78

Point

One’s deviation from the right path leads man to the point where he considers the

forbidden act of sodomy as a correct and virtuous act and the religiously acceptable

act of marriage as a vice and as wrong conduct. In other words, man is transformed

as a consequence of sin, where the most natural way for him may seem to be the

ugliest and the most vicious way becomes the most attractive. The verse, concerning

:the people of Lot, says

They said: ‘You know we have no right to your daughters, and verily you know well “ 
’.” what we desire

In our holy religion, homosexuality is considered as one of the capital sins that require

religious punishment. It consists of lashes, execution or both commensurate with the

act, and is to be applied upon those who have committed the act according to the

testimony of just witnesses. Muslim leaders and those in positions of responsibility

must prevent it by all means. This is why Lot (a.s.) says that if he had faithful

companions, he would have fought against those mean people, to defend his guests,
:or at least he would have taken them to a safe place to shelter them. The verse says
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He said: ‘Would that I had the power against you or I might take refuge in a strong “ 
’.” support

The Sin of Sodomy in the Qur’ān and Traditions

There are many accounts in the Glorious Qur’ān about the vicious and detestable act

of this deviant people, all of which exhibit the magnitude and intensity of the sin.
(Refer to Sura Al-A‘rāf, verses 79-80-83, Sura Hūd verse 82, Sura Al-’Anbiyā verse 74,

.( Sura An-Naml verse 54

The Islamic literature highlights the grievous consequences for such behavior

revealing how serious a sin it is in the religion of Islam. For example, it is said that if an

adolescent commits or is the object of the act of sodomy, Allah’s heavens start

.trembling and He will not speak to those involved on the Day of Resurrection

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said that if someone can to be stoned to death twice, that

person would be he who had committed the act of sodomy. We can also find in

another Islamic from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) quoting the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: “He

who performs a sexual act with an adolescent, will enter the Day of Judgment in a

state of uncleanness, Allah will be outraged, the perpetrator will be deprived of His

favor and He will prepare a place in Hell for such a person and what an awful place it
is!” Again he said: “If a male is involved in sex with another male, Allah’s heavens will

(tremble.”(1

Numerous narrations severely denounce transvestites, i.e. men and women who

make themselves up to look like the opposite sex which predisposes them to the act

.of sodomy
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آمَ اهَُبیصـُِم  هَُّنإِ  کَتَأَرَْما  َّلاإِ  دٌحـَأَ  مْکُنِم  تْفِتَْلیَ  لاوَ  لِْیَّلا  نَِم  عٍطْقِِب  کَِلهْاَِب  رِسـْاَفَ  کَْیَلإِ  اوُلصـِیَ  نَل  کَّبرَ  لُسُرُ  اَّنإِ  طُوُل  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 81﴿

بٍیرِقَِب حُْبُّصلا  سَْیَلأَ  حُْبُّصلا  مُهُدَعِوْمَ  َّنإِ  مْهَُباصَأَ 

They (the guests) said: ‘O Lot! Verily we are messengers of your Lord! Never shall . “ 81
they reach you! So travel with your family in a part of the night, and let none of you

look back, but your wife. Surely she shall be smitten by that which smites them. Verily

?’” their appointed time is the morning: Is not the morning nigh

Commentary: verse 81

’. The Arabic term /’asri/ is derived from /’isrā’/ which means ‘movement by night

The phrase /’illamra’ataka/ (but your wife) has been exceptioned, either is derived

from /ahlika/ which means: ‘Do move your whole family by night except your wife,’ or

it has been exceptioned from /lā yaltafit/ meaning that none of them should look

behind or pay attention to what was going on behind them except his wife, who, while

leaving with him was worried about those corrupt people and would end up lingering

.behind and, consequently, became a victim of the Divine punishment

When the divine angels noticed Lot’s anxiety under the tormenting conditions he was

in, they unveiled the secret telling him that they were messengers from Allah, that he

should stop worrying and know that those people would not be able to bother him any

:more. The verse says
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They (the guests) said: ‘O Lot! Verily we are messengers of your Lord! Never shall “ 
 ! …” they reach you

Becoming aware as to who his guests were and what their mission was, provided him

with the utmost comfort and ease of mind, he then realized that his time of troubles

was about to be over and he would be free from association with the depravity of this

.vicious and scandalous tribe, the time for rejoicing was at hand

The guests ordered Lot to take his family that night and leave that land immediately,
for good. However, they were told to be careful not to look back. The only person who

violated this order was Lot’s wife, who, guilty of inclination towards the corrupt ones

disregarded the order and was dealt the same punishment as the Sodomites. The

:verse says

So travel with your family in a part of the night, and let none of you look back, but “… 
. …” your wife. Surely she shall be smitten by that which smites them

The angels last words to him were that the time for imposing the penalty will be in the

morning. As the last hours of the night approached, they told them to get up and

depart from the town as soon as they can, because the morning time was near. The

:verse says

?’” Verily their appointed time is the morning: Is not the morning nigh “… 

****
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دوضُْنمَ لٍیجّسِ  نِم  هًرَاجَحِ  اهَْیلَعَ  اَنرْطَْمأَوَ  اهَلَِفاسَ  اهَیَِلاعَ  انَْلعَجَ  اَنرُْمأَ  ءَآجَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 82﴿

دٍیعِبَِب نَیمِِلاَّظلا  نَِم  یَهِ  امَوَ  کَّبرَ  دَنعِ  هًمََّوسَُم  ﴾ 83﴿

When Our command came, We turned it (their township) upside down, and rained . “ 82
.” on it stones of baked clay, layer on layer

.” Marked with your Lord, and it is not far off from the unjust ones . “ 83

Commentary: verses 82-83

The Arabic term /sijjīl/ means a piece of baked clay which is neither as soft as clay nor

.as hard as stone

The Arabic word /mandūd/ means one on top of the other in succession. The objective

of stones being marked either is that every piece of stone was meant for a particular

.person, or it means that those stones were different from the ones on the earth

.This holy verse explains the end result of the people of Lot

The people of Lot used to live during the time of Abraham (a.s), and Lot (a.s.), their

prophet, was sent among them to propagate and disseminate the same religion of

monotheism. Accompanying Abraham (a.s.) he went to Palestine then to a land called

‘Mu‘tafikāt’, where the people used to worship idols and openly sodomize. Lot (a.s.)
started struggling against this corruption and social pathology. The more he

struggled, the less he met with success until he was threatened with
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(expulsion if he did not stop preaching.(1

Thereafter the angels of Divine punishment and death came down and after

informing Abraham and Lot (a.s.), completed their mission turning the land of this

.corrupt tribe upside down

According to verse 13 of the Sura Al-Hijr, a blast occurred and overwhelmed the

people of Lot. Perhaps, it was this horrible blast which turned the region upside down,
stones were thrown out from within the earth and fell upon their heads similar to

(volcanic eruptions and the subsequent explosions which occur.(2

:Explanations

The punishment of those who go against human nature is the overturning of their . 1
:cities and environment. The verse says

, …” When Our command came, We turned it (their township) upside down “ 

Oppressive people cannot escape Divine punishment as Allah’s anger can turn rain . 2
:into stones and pelt them to death. The verse says

.” and rained on it stones of baked clay, layer on layer “… 

Those nations who have a permissive attitude towards homosexuality such as is

found in the West, must expect Allah’s punishment and the upturning of the region

:where this corruption takes place. The verse says

.” Marked with your Lord, and it is not far off from the unjust ones “ 

****
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Section 8

Point

The Ministry of Shu‘ayb

Shu‘ayb preaches Unity of Allah and warns his people against dishonest life – The

people rejected Shu‘ayb’s exhortation and were punished

یّنإِو رٍْیخَِب  مکُارَأَ  یّنإِ  نَازَیمِْلاوَ  لَایَکْمِْلا  اوصُقُْنتَ  لاوَ  هُرُْیغَ  هٍَلإِ  نِْم  مکَُل  امَ  هََّللا  اودُُـبعْا  مِوْقَ  ایـَ  لَاقـَ  اًبْیعَشـُ  مْهُاخـَأَ  نَیَدْمـَ  یَلإِو  ﴾ 84﴿

طٍیحُِم مٍوْیَ  بَاذَعَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  فُاخَأَ 

And to (the people of) Madyan (We sent) their brother Shu‘ayb. He said: ‘O my . “ 84
people! Worship Allah! You have no other Allah than He. And do not give short

measure and weight. Verily I see you in prosperity and I fear for you the punishment

’.” of an all-encompassing Day

Commentary: verse 84

Madyan whose name today is Ma‘ān, is a town to the east of the Gulf of ‘Aqaba. In the

Torah its name is mentioned as Madyan. Its inhabitants were among the descendents

of Ismail (a.s.) and they enjoyed good commercial ties with Egypt, Lebanon and

Palestine. Some people regard the term ‘Madyan’ as the name of a tribe that used to

.live around Mount Sinai

The types of corruption that were practiced by the different nations mentioned in the

Qur’ān vary, and this very fact should be of note. The corruption of the people of Lot

had been sexual deviation, and the corruption of the people of Shu‘ayb (a.s.) in this

case was economic corruption, i.e. use of short weights; weighing less than what they

were assumed to sell or
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measuring less and claiming to deliver the value of the goods exactly as their clients

.had ordered

In keeping with the ways of the other prophets (a.s.), this compassionate and

brotherly prophet at first called them to believe in monotheism, the Unity of Allah, the

most fundamental pillar of religion, exhorting his people to worship the one and only

:God. The verse says

And to (the people of) Madyan (We sent) their brother Shu‘ayb. He said: ‘O my “ 
. …” people! Worship Allah! You have no other Allah than He

Then he turned his attention to the economic corruption of the people whose roots

were found in the idol worship itself which was prevalent among the people of

Madyan at the time. He said that they should not weigh out their goods less than their

:value by using the wrong scales in their commercial transactions. The verse says

. …” And do not give short measure and weight “… 

This great prophet’s words can be interpreted as two reasons for them. At first he

seems to be saying that by accepting this advice the gates of commerce will develop,
prices will deflate, and peace and tranquility will prevail which will attract Allah’s grace

upon the community. It is also possible to interpret this sentence to mean that

Shu‘ayb sees them having affluence and tremendous wealth; thus, there is no reason

for them to infringe upon people’s rights, by selling them less goods and charging

them the same price. The second matter is that he also fears their insistence upon idol

worship, and abusing Allah’s blessings will lead to their punishment on the Day of

:Judgment. The verse continues saying

Verily I see you in prosperity and I fear for you the punishment of an all- “… 
’.” encompassing Day
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سَاَّنلا اوسُخَْبتَ  لاوَ  طِسْقِْلاِب  نَازَیمِْلاوَ  لَایَکْمِْلا  اوُفوْأَ  مِوْقَ  ایَوَ  ﴾ 85﴿

نَیدِسِْفُم ضِرْلأَا  یِف  اوْثَْعتَ  لاوَ  مْهُءَآیَشْأَ 

And O my people! Fill up the measure and the balance in justice, and do not . “ 85
.” diminish the people their things: and do not mischief in the land, working corruption

Commentary: verse 85

The Qur’ānic phrase /lā tabxasū/ is derived from the article /baxasa/ signifying ‘not to

reduce’; while the Arabic phrase /lā ta‘θau/ means ‘not to commit evil or mischief’.
Compromising people’s rights in economic matters is a prominent example of

corruption, for ailing economies always lead communities to corruption. All economic

transactions should be strictly supervised. Shu‘ayb insisted upon the establishment of

a just economic system in this verse and along with dissuading his people from

cheating others in economic transactions, he also called upon them to consider the

rights of others, saying that they should use scales and weighing devices with

:fairness. But this verse says

And O my people! Fill up the measure and the balance “ 

, …” in justice

The establishment of justice and safeguarding everyone’s due rights are principles

that must be administered throughout all of society. Taking this one step further, he

said that they should not falsely ascribe faults and defects to other people’s goods,
:thus reducing the value of their goods, properties and belongings. It continues saying
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: …” and do not diminish the people their things “… 

Towards the end of the verse, going even further, he added that they should not

:corrupt the earth by committing mischief. It says

.” and do not mischief in the land, working corruption “… 

The above two verses strongly indicate that next to the belief in monotheism, a

healthy economy is of primary importance. It also shows that anarchy in an economic

.system can be a major source of corruption in any society

****
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ظٍیفِحَِب مْکُْیلَعَ  ْاَنأَ  آمَوَ  نَیِنِمؤُْم  مُتنکُ  نإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  هَِّللا  تَُّیقَِب  ﴾ 86﴿

The lawful wealth) which is left by Allah is better for you, if you be believers. And I . “ ) 86
.” am not a guardian over you

Commentary: verse 86

The Qur’ānic term /baqīyatullah/, mentioned in this verse, refers to the dividends

which one can obtain through a godly and allowed capital, and it is certainly a hundred

percent clean. However, according to the Islamic narrations, it refers to everything

Divinely sanctioned that is left for humanity as a whole. One example of this are the

faithful soldiers who return victoriously from a holy war, for they have remained alive

by the Divine will. It refers also to the contemporary Imam, Imam Mahdī (May Allah

hasten his auspicious advent), who is also known as /baqīyatullah/ since that noble

person has been retained and stored for the guidance of mankind by the Divine Will.
Some Islamic narrations denote that one of the names of this honorable man (Hadrat

Mahdī) is /baqīyatullah/(1) whom we greet with this name saying: /’assalamu ‘alayka

yā baqīatullah fī ’ardeh/. When he appears in Mecca, he will recite the above verse in a
(loud voice and say: “I am that promised Godly being kept by Allah.(2

/. Certainly the other immaculate Imams (a.s.) have been also entitled as: /baqīatullah

****
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دُیشَِّرلا مُیِلحَْلا  تَنلاَ  کََّنإِ  ءُآشََن  امَ  انَِلاوَْمأَ  یِف  لَعَْفَن  نأَ  وْأَ  آَنؤُآَبا  دُُبْعیَ  امَ  كَرُْتَن  نأَ  كَرُُمأْتَ  کَُتلاصَأَ  بُْیعَشُ  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 87﴿

They said: ‘O Shu‘ayb! Does your prayer command you that we should leave off . “ 87
that our fathers worshipped, or we (should forsake to do) what we like with our

’.” property? Truly you are the forbearing, the right minded

Commentary: verse 87

Now let us look at how this obstinate people reacted in face of this Divinely reformist

.voice

Those who idol-worshippers regarded their idols as symbols of their ancestral

tradition and an emblem of their cultural identity, and who gained profit through

fraudulent activity in their transactions, asked Shu‘ayb if it was his religion of prayer

that ordered him to encourage them to abandon the worship of that which their

fathers had worshipped, and interfere in their transactions to make them lose their

:freedom in dealing with their own property. The verse says

They said: ‘O Shu‘ayb! Does your prayer command you that we should leave off that “ 
?our fathers worshipped, or we (should forsake to do) what we like with our property

…”

The people of Shu‘ayb wrongly thought that no one should set the minimum limits for

proprietors, rights, regarding domination in their properties, when in fact financial

affairs should always be governed by correct criteria. Such criteria are clearly

elucidated by the Divine prophets otherwise society would see a great degree of

.corruption
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They wanted to know how could such a forbearing, patient and understanding man,
:have said such a thing. They said

’.” Truly you are the forbearing, the right minded “… 

Perhaps they thought that the particular movements and words of prayer would have

had a negative effect on them, but if they truly meditated they would have found that

prayer enlivens man’s sense of responsibility, virtue, abstinence, piety, and gratitude,
and makes him remember Allah and His Court of Justice. For these reasons, man

would be kept away from idol worship, blind obedience, short selling goods, and all

.types of fraud under the light of prayer

****
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َّلاإِ دُـیرُِا  نْإِ  هُْنعَ  مْکُاهَْنأَ  آمَ  یَلإِ  مْکُفَِلاخَُا  نْأَ  دُـیرُِا  آمَوَ  اًنسـَحَ  اًقزْرِ  هُْنِم  یِنقَزَرَوَ  یّبرَ  نِم  هٍنَّیَب  یلَعَ  تُنکُ  نإِ  مُْتْیأَرَأَ  مِوْقَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 88﴿

بُیِنُا هِْیَلإِوَ  تُْلَّکوَتَ  هِْیلَعَ  هَِّللاِب  َّلاإِ  یقِیِفوْتَ  امَوَ  تُْعطَتَسْا  امَ  حَلاَصْلإِا 

He said: ‘O My people! Bethink you’ If I be upon a clear proof from my Lord, and . “ 88
He has provided me with fair sustenance from Him? And I desire not, in opposition to

you, to do that which I forbid you from it. I desire naught save reform so far as I am

(’.” able. My success is only with Allah. On Him do I rely and unto Him I turn (repentant

Commentary: verse 88

In the previous verse, the idol worshippers protested as to why they could not be free

to dispose of their own property for good or, in this case, for evil. Shu‘ayb (a.s.)
answered that if he had kept them from doing this, it would have been for the good of

their own lives and their community, and it was not because of such things as hostility,
envy, short sightedness or other things. Individual interests must not be detrimental

:to the public interest. The verse says

He said: ‘O My people! Bethink you’ If I be upon a clear proof from my Lord, and He “ 
has provided me with fair sustenance from Him? And I desire not, in opposition to you,
.to do that which I forbid you from it. I desire naught save reform so far as I am able

…”

They had to stop thinking that a comfortable life could only be gained through

,crooked dealings and sinful activity

and Allah’s prophets are an example that one could live a

p: 298

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4278 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


decent life without being polluted by these sins. We must keep in mind that he who

commands others to what is good and dissuades others from what is bad must be a
man of practice himself. The prophets themselves were not only planners and

leaders; they themselves were the best examples of men of practice. Shu‘ayb

:continues saying

(’.” My success is only with Allah. On Him do I rely and unto Him I turn (repentant “… 

****

p: 299

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4279 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


دٍیعِبَِب مکُنِم  طٍوُل  مُوْقَ  امَوَ  حٍِلاصَ  مَوْقَ  وْأَ  دٍوهُ  مَوْقَ  وْأَ  حٍوُن  مَوْقَ  بَاصَأَ  آمَ  لُْثِم  مکُبَیصُِی  نأَ  یِقاقَشِ  مْکَُّنمَرِجْیَ  مِوْقَ لاَ  ایَوَ  ﴾ 89﴿

And O My people! Let not (your) breach with me cause you to sin, lest befalls you . “ 89
the like of what befell the people of Noah, or the people of Hūd or the people of Sālih;

.” and the people of Lot are not far off from you

Commentary: verse 89

Shu‘ayb advises his opponents that they should not burn their bridges behind

themselves, i.e., because of their hostility to one person they should not destroy the

destiny and happiness of themselves and their society. They should stop thinking that

the tragic stories of their ancestors were simplistic and parochial in nature. The

.histories of many people are similar and correspond with each other

We must note that Allah’s hands are always capable of meting out punishment. He

can annihilate any nation anywhere regardless of what form they might take any time

He wants. Just as He drowned the people of Noah (a.s.), swept away the people of

Hūd by storm, blasted the people of Sālih (a.s.) to extermination, and annihilated the

tribe of Lot (a.s.) by assailing them with stones and overturning the land with them.
:The verse says

And O My people! Let not (your) breach with me cause you to sin, lest befalls you the “ 
like of what befell the people of Noah, or the people of Hūd or the people of Sālih; and

.” the people of Lot are not far off from you

****
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دٌودُوَ مٌیحِرَ  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت  َّمُث  مْکَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسْاوَ  ﴾ 90﴿

Then come) and ask forgiveness of your Lord, and turn unto Him (in repentance): . “ ) 90
.” Verily my Lord is Merciful, Loving

Commentary: verse 90

The dissidents and unbelievers must not only be warned and informed of the

punishment to come, but they must also be shown the method by which they can

reform themselves and the course of action that may attract Divine mercy. They must

,(be notified that in order to receive Allah’s favor and friendship(1

they must follow the path of the prophets and the leadership of the Sinless Ones. If

they repent and reconstruct their lives, they will receive positive answers from Allah.
:The verse says

(: …” Then come) and ask forgiveness of your Lord, and turn unto Him (in repentance “ )

Allah’s (s.w.t.) favor is not a passing affair, rather it is a continuous process and

possesses numerous signs and characteristics, He does not only accept repentance,
:but He also loves those who repent. It says

.” Verily my Lord is Merciful, Loving “… 

****
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زٍیزِعَِب انَْیلَعَ  تَنأَ  آمَوَ  كَانَمْجَرََل  کَطُهْرَ  لاَوَْلوَ  اًفیعِضَ  انَیِف  كَارَنََل  اَّنإِوَ  لُوقُتَ  اَّمِم  اًریِثکَ  هُقَْفَن  امَ  بُْیعَشُ  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 91﴿

They said: ‘O Shu‘ayb! We do not understand much of what you say; and most . “ 91
surely we see you weak among us. Were it not for your family, we would certainly

’.” stone you; and you are not mighty against us

Commentary: verse 91

The prophets and the divine preachers have had to bear the utmost contempt and

humiliation in the course of their mission in leading mankind on to the Right Path.
Shu‘ayb (a.s.) is one of those examples, for they did both to him. They ridiculed and

belittled his words and saw him as someone weak and insignificant. They denigrated

his family, threatened him with death, and did not give due regard to his honor. The

:verse says

They said: ‘O Shu‘ayb! We do not understand much of what you say; and most surely “ 
we see you weak among us. Were it not for your family, we would certainly stone you;

’.” and you are not mighty against us

The idol worshippers told Shu‘ayb (a.s.) that they did not grasp the meaning of his

words. But what was his speech about which they claimed they did not understand?

?Was it not but the following

I am empowered to perform miracles and to offer you valid proofs. “If I be upon a - 1
 …” clear proof

.I have no financial difficulties and I am not in need of your assistance - 2

.I practice what I preach - 3
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 …” I intend to reform the society. “I desire naught save reform - 4

…” I struggle with all my might. “… so far as I am able - 5

 …” I put all my hopes and trust in Allah. “… On Him do I rely - 6

I warn you of the consequences at the end of time and the actions of past - 7
, …” generations. “… The like of what befell the people of Noah

****
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طٌیحُِم نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  اًّیرِهْظِ  مْکُءَآرَوَ  هُومُُتذْخََّتاوَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  مکُْیلَعَ  ُّزعَأَ  یطِهْرَأَ  مِوْقَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 92﴿

He said: ‘O my people! Is then my family more esteemed with you than Allah? And . “ 92
you cast Him behind your back, with neglect. Verily my Lord encompasses what you

’.” do

Commentary: verse 92

We should not give priority to the rights of the people, or of groups, parties, or even of

international law over Divine rights. We must stop excluding Allah’s role in the political

and social domains and not let it be dominated by any other matter. According to the

verse, these people refrained from doing harm to Shu‘ayb because of the fear of

:retaliation from his tribe. The verse says

? …” He said: ‘O my people! Is then my family more esteemed with you than Allah “ 

Shu‘ayb’s response was why could they not accept his words simply for Allah’s sake?

Given that Allah was infinitely more powerful than his tribe, they did not give any

:importance to Him at all ignoring Him and violating His commandments. It continues

. …” And you cast Him behind your back, with neglect “… 

In fact they should stop thinking that Allah was not seeing what they did and did not

.hear what they said, for one can be sure, that the Lord is aware of all of our deeds

:The verse concludes

’.” Verily my Lord encompasses what you do “… 
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بٌیِقرَ مْکُعَمَ  یّنإِ  اوُبقِتَرْاوَ  بٌذِاکَ  وَهُ  نْمَوَ  هِیزِخُْی  بٌاذَعَ  هِیِتأْیَ  نمَ  نَومُلَْعتَ  فَوْسَ  لٌِماعَ  یّنإِ  مْکُِتَناکَمَ  یلَعَ  اوُلمَعْا  مِوْقَ  ایَوَ  ﴾ 93﴿

And O my people! Act according to your ability. I will do (my part). Soon you will . “ 93
know on whom comes the Penalty disgracing him, and who it is a liar. And watch you;

.” Verily I (too) am watching with you

Commentary: verse 93

As the disbelievers of the people of Shu‘ayb threatened to stone him to death while

giving him their last words, Shu‘ayb, declaring his stand in the face of these threats

did not flinch from the threat and issued a challenge to them, instead he said that they

would do whatever they could, and might not spare anything. He should do what is in
:his power as well. The verse says

(. …” And O my people! Act according to your ability. I will do (my part “ 

However, you will soon realize who will be the one suffering a humiliating punishment,
:and who is a liar. So, wait and see and I will do the same. The verse continues saying

.Soon you will know on whom comes the Penalty disgracing him, and who it is a liar “… 
…”

You try to win me over with your power, numbers, wealth, and your influence and I
shall also wait and see how the Divine punishment will soon entangle you and your

:misguided population, exterminating you from the face of the earth. The verse says

.” And watch you; Verily I (too) am watching with you “… 
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نَیمِِثاجَ مْهِرِایَدِ  یِف  اوحُبَصْاَفَ  هُحَْیَّصلا  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  تِذَخَأَوَ  اَّنِم  هٍمَحْرَِب  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اًبْیعَشُ  انَْیَّجَن  اَنرُْمأَ  ءَآجَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 94﴿

دُومَُث تْدَعَِب  امَکَ  نَیَدْمَِل  اًدْعُب  لاَأَ  آهَیِف  اوْنَْغیَ  مَْل  ناَکَ  ﴾ 95﴿

And when Our Command came, We saved Shu‘ayb and those who believed with . “ 94
him by a mercy from Us, and the (heavenly) Blast overtook those who were unjust, so

.” they become motionless corpses in their abodes

As if they had never dwelt there. Behold! Away with (people of) Madyan, even as . “ 95
.” were cast away (the people of) Thamūd

Commentary: verses 94-95

Ultimately, the final stage did come. The Qur’ān implies that when Allah’s Command

for the punishment of this misguided, oppressing and obstinate people was issued,
after Shu‘ayb and those who believed with him were saved by Divine favor and

blessings, the terrible sound from the skies and the great death-dealing blast came

:over the people of Madyan and took them all by the throat. The verse says

And when Our Command came, We saved Shu‘ayb and those who believed with him “ 
, …” by a mercy from Us, and the (heavenly) Blast overtook those who were unjust

In the aftermath of the blast, the Qur’ān indicates that the people of Shu‘ayb lay face

down on the earth, they had died in their houses as a result of this great blast, and

their corpses were left there to provide others with didactic lessons. Their lives were

terminated in such a way that it was as if they had never existed there before. The

:verse continues saying
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.” so they become motionless corpses in their abodes “… 

The Divine outrage is far superior in destruction than any other form of devastation,
in the case of bombardment, for example, some people may have the chance to

escape more or less unharmed, and some would remain alive after the event.
However, when the time for Allah’s anger and punishment comes, it wipes the

evildoers away in such a way that it is as if no one had ever lived there. The verse

:says

. …” As if they had never dwelt there “ 

Eventually, as was explained at the end of the stories of the peoples of ‘Ād and

Thamūd, Allah’s favor and blessings were removed from the people of Madyan as

:they had been removed from the people of Thamūd. It says

Behold! Away with (people of) Madyan, even as were cast away (the people of) “… 
.” Thamūd

****
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Section 9

Point

The Ministry of Moses

Moses sent with clear sign and manifest authority – The dealing with the people on

the Day of Judgment shall be with Perfect Justice – The punishment shall be as long

as Allah wills – The people of Pharaoh punished

نٍیِبُم نٍاطَْلسُوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  یسَوُم  انَْلسَرْأَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 96﴿

دٍیشِرَِب نَوْعَرِْف  رُْمأَ  آمَوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  رَْمأَ  اوعُبََّتافَ  هِْیلإِمَوَ  نَوْعَرِْف  یلإِ  ﴾ 97﴿

,” And indeed We sent Moses with Our Signs and a manifest authority . “ 96

Unto Pharaoh and his chiefs; but they followed the command of Pharaoh, and the . “ 97
.” command of Pharaoh was not rightly guided

Commentary: verses 96-97

:The Champion against Pharaoh

After finishing the story of Shu‘ayb (a.s.) and the people of Madyan, the Qur’ān turns

to part of the story of Musa bin Imran and his campaign against Pharaoh, which is the

.seventh story of the prophets referred to in this Sura

The story of Moses (a.s.) is more frequently mentioned in the Qur’ān than that of any

other prophet. In over thirty suras, the adventures of Moses, the Pharaoh and the

.Children of Israel have been mentioned more than one hundred times

The special aspect of the story of Moses, when compared to that of the other

prophets, is that while the other prophets launched their campaigns against

misguided and seduced
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people, Moses, apart from campaigning against them, also had to fight against the

.Pharaonic system, the oppressive, as well

However, we must keep in mind that in this part of the story, we focus on one aspect

.of Moses’ story, which, though small, yet carries an important lesson for all mankind

At first, the verse implies that Allah (s.w.t.) sent Moses (a.s.) empowering him with the

performance of miracles and endowing him with a powerful argument. The verse

:says

,” And indeed We sent Moses with Our Signs and a manifest authority “ 

Moses was sent armed with impressive miracles and a powerful argument to Pharaoh

and his people. However, the followers of Pharaoh, who felt that their illegitimate

interests were being jeopardized, were not ready to submit themselves to him, and

accept his miracles and his logic. Thus, they followed Pharaoh’s command. However,
Pharaoh’s command could never have guaranteed their happiness and was not

:conducive to their development and their salvation. The verse says

Unto Pharaoh and his chiefs; but they followed the command of Pharaoh, and the “ 
.” command of Pharaoh was not rightly guided

****
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دُورُوْمَْلا دُرْوِْلا  سَْئِبوَ  رَاَّنلا  مُهُدَرَوْاَفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُمَوْقَ  مُدُْقیَ  ﴾ 98﴿

He shall go before his people on the Day of Resurrection and lead them into the . “ 98
.” Fire, and evil is the place (they will be) led to

Commentary: verse 98

The Arabic term /wird/ means ‘the water which one enters into’. Originally it referred

to movement towards water and approaching it. However, gradually, it came to mean

.‘to enter’ in all cases

At any rate, those who are leaders or Imams in this world would be pioneers by

leading others towards Paradise or Hell in the Hereafter. A just Imam or an

enlightened leader leads people towards Paradise, and the person leading others in
:the direction of injustice, leads others towards the Hell Fire. The verse says

He shall go before his people on the Day of Resurrection and lead them into the Fire, “ 
.” and evil is the place (they will be) led to

****
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دُوُفرْمَْلا دُْفرّلا  سَْئِب  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَوَ  هًنَْعَل  هِذِهَ  یِف  اوعُِبْتُاوَ  ﴾ 99﴿

And they are followed by a curse in this world and on the Day of Judgment, and . “ 99
(.” woeful is the gift which shall be given (them

Commentary: verse 99

Those who become followers of Pharaohs and despots are always associated with

infamy and curses and their notorious names are always recorded in the books of

history as people seduced by evil. Thus they will be at a loss both in this world and in
the next, and what a bad gift (i.e. the curse of Allah and being distanced from Him) is

.that which is going to be their share

:The verse says

And they are followed by a curse in this world and on the Day of Judgment, and “ 
(.” woeful is the gift which shall be given (them

****
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دٌیصِحَوَ مٌِئآقَ  اهَْنِم  کَْیلَعَ  هُُّصقَُن  يرَقُْلا  ءِآبَْنأَ  نِْم  کَِلذَ  ﴾ 100﴿

O’ Our Apostle!) This is of the tidings of the towns (which) We relate to you; . “ ) 100
.” some of them are still standing and some have been mown down

Commentary: verse 100

The act of telling didactic stories which are correct and documented is often a divinely

inspired act which we must not ignore. Qur’ānic stories are the most truthful and the

:most correct of stories for their story teller is Allah. The holy verse says

O’ Our Apostle!) This is of the tidings of the towns (which) We relate to you; some of “ )
.” them are still standing and some have been mown down

Incidentally, in some cases, Allah recounts that He had exterminated those

disobedient people leaving only their traces behind. However, in other cases, He

mentions that He had wiped out those evil doers completely together with all their

.effects

However, story telling in the Qur’ān has an important role and carries with it

significant repercussions. First of all the stories are impressive and attractive.
Secondly it paves the way for accepting the influence of rational and demonstrative

reasoning. Thirdly, it offers another proof of the miraculous nature of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) as an uninstructed individual who brings such news. And fourthly, it offers

.instructive lessons for its audience

****
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امَوَ کَّبرَ  رُْمأَ  ءَآجـَ  اَّمَل  ءٍیْشـَ  نِم  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْیـَ  یتَّلا  مُهُُتهَِلاءَ  مْهُْنعَ  تْنَغْأَ  آمـَفَ  مْهُسـَفُنأَ  اومُلَظَ  نکَِلوَ  مْهُانـَمْلَظَ  امـَوَ  ﴾ 101﴿

بٍیِبْتتَ رَْیغَ  مْهُودُازَ 

And We did no injustice unto them, but they were unjust unto themselves. When . “ 101
the decree of your Lord came, their gods, whom they invoked other than Allah,

.” availed them not anything and they increased them naught but perdition

Commentary: verse 101

The Arabic term /tatbīb/ is derived from /tabb/ which means ‘sequential loss and

’. gradual death and destruction

To punish the oppressor is not called oppression. On the contrary, it is identical with

.justice. One’s own destiny lies in his own hands, which is his own willful conduct

.No one can be man’s savior but Allah

.None is able to stand against the Will of Allah

:The verse says

And We did no injustice unto them, but they were unjust unto themselves. When the “ 
decree of your Lord came, their gods, whom they invoked other than Allah, availed

.” them not anything and they increased them naught but perdition

****
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دٌیدِشَ مٌیِلأَ  هُذَخْأَ  َّنإِ  هٌمَِلاظَ  یَهِوَ  يرَقُْلا  ذَخَأَ  اذَإِ  کَّبرَ  ذُخْأَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  ﴾ 102﴿

And such is the grasp (of punishment) of your Lord when He grasps the . “ 102
.” townships that are unjust. Verily His grasp (punishment) is painful, severe

Commentary: verse 102

:It is certain that Allah’s punishment is quite hard and painful. The verse says

And such is the grasp (of punishment) of your Lord when He grasps the townships “ 
.” that are unjust. Verily His grasp (punishment) is painful, severe

This is a general Divine law and an eternal tradition which says that every nation

inflicts oppression, violates Divinely established limits, and ignores the leadership,
admonitions and guidance of Allah’s prophets, it will be eventually arrested and

.annihilated by Divine punishment

****
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دٌوهُشْمَ مٌوْیَ  کَِلذَوَ  سُاَّنلا  هَُل  عٌومُجْمَ  مٌوْیَ  کَِلذَ  هِرَخِلأَا  بَاذَعَ  فَاخَ  نْمَِل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  ﴾ 103﴿

دٍودُْعمَ لٍجَلأَ  َّلاإِ  هُرُخّؤَُن  امَوَ  ﴾ 104﴿

Surely in that is a sign for him who fears the chastisement in the Hereafter, that . “ 103
(.” is a Day (when) mankind are to be gathered to, and that Day witnessed (by all

.” And We do not postpone it, but to an appointed term . “ 104

Commentary: verses 103-104

In the previous noble verses, it was explicitly stated that as a general rule those who

deny the truth will be dealt with accordingly, and will receive their deserved

.punishment

This subtle verse of the holy Qur’ān also states that these instructive accounts and

the awful, painful events which our predecessors experienced, are some signs toward

the path of truth for those who fear the punishments of the Hereafter to seek the

:truth and follow Divine guidance. The verse says

, …” Surely in that is a sign for him who fears the chastisement in the Hereafter “ 

In every aspect, this fleeting world is very insignificant as compared to the Hereafter

even in punishment and reprisal. The next world is much more expansive in extent,
and those who believe in the Resurrection will be trembling when they confront these

.worldly Signs

Towards the end of the verse, the Qur’ān refers to two characteristics of the Day of

Resurrection, by saying that it is
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the Day which is going to be witnessed by all, in such a way

:that all human beings will be present and see it for themselves. The verse says

that is a Day (when) mankind are to be gathered to, and that Day witnessed (by “… 
(.” all

****

In view of the fact that some persons may claim that such a Day is a remote

probability and it is not clear as to when it will arrive, so the Qur’ān hastens to add that

that Day will not be postponed except for a limited amount of time. This will be only

done for the sake of expediency so that the people of the world may apprehend those

scenes elucidated in the Qur’ān for their education and that the programs of the

:prophets can be implemented as far as possible. The verse says

.” And We do not postpone it, but to an appointed term “ 

****
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دٌیعِسَوَ ٌّیقِشَ  مْهُْنمِفَ  هِِنذْإِب  َّلاإِ  سٌْفَن  مَُّلکَتَ  تِأْیَ لا  مَوْیَ  ﴾ 105﴿

قٌیهِشَوَ رٌیِفزَ  اهَیِف  مْهَُل  رِاَّنلا  یفِفَ  اوقُشَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّماَفَ  ﴾ 106﴿

دُیرُِی امَِل  لٌاَّعفَ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  کَُّبرَ  ءَآشَ  امَ  َّلاإِ  ضُرْلأَاوَ  تُاوَامََّسلا  تِمَادَ  امَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  ﴾ 107﴿

The day (when) it comes, no soul shall speak but by His leave. Then some of . “ 105
.” them shall be wretched, and some happy

Then as for those who are wretched (they) shall be in the Fire, for them therein . “ 106
.” will be moaning and sighing

They will abide therein so long as the heavens and the earth endure, except as . “ 107
.” your Lord pleases. Verily your Lord is the (Mighty) Doer of what He intends

Commentary: verses 105-107

On the Day of Resurrection, the Reckoning Day, silence will prevail everywhere

.except for those who are permitted to speak

In the foregoing verses, allusion was made to the Day of Resurrection and the

general assembly of people in that great Court. Here, the Qur’ān informs us of a part

.of the fate of people on the Day of the Judgment

At first it implies that when the Day comes, no one can speak without Allah’s
:permission. The verse says

. …” The day (when) it comes, no soul shall speak but by His leave “ 

On that Day, people will go through various stages, each one having its own

specifications. In some stages no questions
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are to be asked, even our mouths will remain shut, only those organs which have

been involved and have been imprinted by the performance of their owners would

bear testimony by a mute tonge. However, in other stages, the silence imposed upon

the mouths would be removed and mankind will start speaking with Allah’s
permission, confessing their sins. The guilty will blame each other, and try to attribute

.their own sins to others, holding them responsible for their deeds

Towards the end of the verse, the Qur’ān divides all people into two categories,
saying that some people are stone hearted and some are soft hearted, some are

:happy while others are unhappy. The verse continues saying

.” Then some of them shall be wretched, and some happy “…

This toughness and stone heartedness, on the one hand, and the contentment and

happiness on the other, are no more than the consequences of individual behaviors,
.words, deeds and intentions in this world

****

It then expounds upon the state of the wicked, stone hearted and vicious as well as

the state of those prosperous and happy individuals in a concise, self explanatory

sentence by saying that those who became wicked and stone hearted will be in

agony, moaning and crying all the time. These reflect the conditions of those who are

deeply regretful, the kind of crying which saturates them to the point that shows their

:utmost discomfort because of the severity of their punishment. The verse says

Then as for those who are wretched (they) shall be in the Fire, for them therein will “ 
.” be moaning and sighing

****
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It adds further that they will permanently stay in the Hell Fire until the heavens and

the earth endure or unless Allah wishes otherwise, for Allah does whatever He

.wishes

:The verse says

They will abide therein so long as the heavens and the earth endure, except as your “ 
.” Lord pleases. Verily your Lord is the (Mighty) Doer of what He intends

****

p: 319

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4299 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ذٍوذُجْمَ رَْیغَ  ءًآطَعَ  کَُّبرَ  ءَآشَ  ام  َّلاإِ  ضُرْلأَاوَ  تُاوَامََّسلا  تِمَادَ  امَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  هَِّنجَْلا  یفِفَ  اودُعِسُ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَوَ  ﴾ 108﴿

And as for those who are happy, they shall be in Paradise, abiding therein, so . “ 108
long as the heavens and the earth endure, except as your Lord pleases: a gift without

”(a break.(1

Commentary: verse 108

:The means of Happiness and Wretchedness

Happiness, which is considered as a lost paradise for man, results from the provision

of the means of development for an individual or a community. The opposite of it is
wretchedness in which the conditions conducive to progress, development and

.victory are unfavorable

However, one must keep in mind that the primary source of happiness and prosperity

as well as wretchedness lies in man’s own will. It is he who can provide the means

necessary for his own self actualization as well as that of his community. And it is he

.who can fight the causes of wretchedness or submit to it completely

The logic of the prophets proclaims that the two are not inherent in man’s nature and

even the shortcomings of environment, family and heredity can be transformed

through one’s own determination. If, on the other hand, we deny the
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principle of man’s free will and take a deterministic approach in our attitude towards

him, we will have to consider his happiness and wretchedness as inherent in him or as

the effects of determinism which is definitely condemned in the literature of the

.prophets as well as in the school of rationalism

Interestingly, in narrations attributed to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Imams of

the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), one reads that the means which provide grounds for one’s
happiness or wretchedness have been indicated. The study of these Islamic

narrations leads man to contemplate the Islamic way of thinking about this important

problem, and gives him guidelines to help him seek objective realities and the true

means of happiness instead of taking recourse in superstitious beliefs and wrong

.traditions

Imam Sādiq (a.s.), quoting his great grandfather, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.) says: “The

truth of the matter regarding prosperity is that the last stage of man’s life ends with

righteous deeds, and the fact of the matter concerning wretchedness is that the last

(stage of one’s life comes to an end with a vicious act.”(1

And again the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) declares: “Four conditions, if fulfilled, result in

happiness and four conditions pave the way for wretchedness. The former consists of

a wife with decent conduct, a spacious home, a worthy neighbor, and a good horse,
while wretchedness consists of an evil doing wife, a bad neighbor, an awfully small

(house and a bad horse.”(2

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Perfect happiness comes about when one’s
(whole life is spent serving Allah.”(3
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Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “The faithful who are wise are the happiest ones (on

(the earth).”(1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The most fortunate of people are those who

(associate with brave godly men.(2

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “A good temper is one of the prime sources of one’s
(happiness.”(3

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) remarks that one’s happiness lies in his attaining religion

(and the practice of it for the Hereafter.(4

:The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) says

Verily a Muslim man’s happiness lies in his child resembling him, having a beautiful“
(and God-fearing wife, a large house and a good horse (to ride).”(5

As for wretchedness, Imam Ridā (a.s.) in a tradition says: “Allah has allocated

(wretchedness for liars and culprits.”(6

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) once was asked: “Who is the worst villain and the most

vicious person?” To which he answered: “He who exchanges his religion for another

(person’s worldly life.”(7

?” The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Shall I not tell you who the most vicious villain is

They answered: “Yes, O’ Prophet of Allah!”. He said: “He who is empty handed in this

(world together with the punishment of the Hereafter.”(8
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.We would like to take refuge in Allah from such a villain age

Comparing the paths shown towards one’s happiness and wretchedness in the above

quotations and their objectivity, with the superstitious beliefs which still attract large

numbers of people in this era of the atom and space travel, one is led right away to

the reality that Islamic instructions are quite logical and extremely well calculated.
And what a great number of people have there been who have become entangled in
the complications arising from such superstitions preventing them from effectively

.living their daily lives bringing them only misfortune and pain

Regarding happiness and wretchedness, Islam obliterates all superstitious beliefs,
and guides us in everything that we do strengthening and clarifying our ethical

.responsibilities, attitudes, conduct, and way of thinking

****
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صٍوقُنمَ رَْیغَ  مْهُبَیصَِن  مْهُوُّفوَمَُل  اَّنإِوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  مهُؤُآباءَ  دُُبْعیَ  امَکَ  َّلاإِ  نَودُُبْعیَ  امَ  ءِلآؤُهَ  دُُبْعیَ  اَّمِم  هٍیَرِْم  یِف  کُتَ  لافَ  ﴾ 109﴿

So be not then in doubt as to what these (men) worship. They worship nothing . “ 109
but what their fathers worshipped before (them), and verily We shall pay them back

.” (in full) their portion undiminished

Commentary: verse 109

One result which can be inferred from the stories of the previous generations is that

the prophets and those following them, those who were truly faithful, should not fear

the abundance of the enemies and with no hesitation try to defeat the unjust idol

.worshippers they are confronted because the helps of Allah are certain

Therefore, He says to His Prophet that he should not have the shadow of a doubt as

to what these people worship for they only follow in the footsteps of their ancestors

and do not, in fact, really worship anything at all. Thus their destiny is no better than

that of their forefathers. They shall be compensated in full and Allah will not give them

short of what is their due (of punishment). And were they to return to the true path,
:their share of Allah’s reward will be preserved. The verse says

So be not then in doubt as to what these (men) worship. They worship nothing but “ 
what their fathers worshipped before (them), and verily We shall pay them back (in

.” full) their portion undiminished

In actual fact, this verse depicts that whatever we have read about past generations

had not been fairy tales or myths and their realities have not been confined to only

the previous
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generations. They constitute eternal examples for all men, past, present, and future,
.though they may take place in different circumstances and with different forms

In the meantime, though this sublime verse is addressed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it

.targets the people so that they may not be in doubt or be hesitant

****
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Section 10

Point

Exhortation to Shun Evil

Everybody’s action shall be returned to him in full – Evil shall have an evil

consequence hence shun it – The word of Allah is fulfilled, hence the Jinn and men

shall be punished – Admonition and Reminder in the history preceding Apostles of

.Allah – Patience and good deeds and waiting for the End enjoined

بٍیرُِم هُْنِم    ٍ کّشَ یفَِل  مْهَُّنإِوَ  مْهُنَْیَب  یَضِقَُل  کَّبرَ  نِم  تْقَبَسَ  هٌمَِلکَ  لاَوَْلوَ  هِیِف  فَِلُتخْافَ  بَاتَکِْلا  یسَوُم  انَْیتَاءَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 110﴿

And We certainly gave Moses the Book, then variance was (created) in it, and . “ 110
had not a Word gone forth before from your Lord, the matter would have been

.” decided between them: but they are in grave doubt concerning it

Commentary: 110

To console the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the Qur’ān adds that if his people raised objections

and fabricated pretexts concerning the Qur’ān, he should not worry, for Allah had also

provided Moses with a Celestial Book (the Torah) and it became then an object for

:their differences, some accepted it while others rejected it. The verse says

, …” And We certainly gave Moses the Book, then variance was (created) in it “ 

Allah is not hasty in punishing His enemies; it is for the sake of expediency and

pragmatism in their education which requires such a course of action. And if

pragmatism in such a case did not allow for it, and the program which Allah had
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preordained for the Prophet in this respect did not require further delays, judgment

would have been passed upon them and the punishment would have been inflicted

upon them. Nevertheless, they had not yet believed in the Truth, everything about

which they entertained with suspicion and viewed with pessimism. The verse

:continues saying

and had not a Word gone forth before from your Lord, the matter would have “… 
.” been decided between them: but they are in grave doubt concerning it

****
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رٌیِبخَ نَوُلمَْعیَ  امَِب  هَُّنإِ  مْهَُلامَعْأَ  کَُّبرَ  مْهَُّنیَّفوَُیَل  اَّمَل  لاکُ  َّنإِوَ  ﴾ 111﴿

And certainly, to all will your Lord recompense them their deeds in full; verily He . “ 111
.” is aware of what they do

Commentary: verse 111

In stressing the matter further, the Qur’ān adds in this verse that Allah will

remunerate both groups, the faithful as well as the idol worshippers, without any

failing or shortcoming, in lieu of the kind of conduct they had been engaged in. the

:verse says

; …” And certainly, to all will your Lord recompense them their deeds in full “ 

This does not create any difficulties for Allah, for He is well aware of everything and of

:what they do. It continues saying

.” verily He is aware of what they do “… 

It is interesting to note that the Qur’ān says that Allah will return to them (the

recompense of) their deeds. This is another allusion to the subject of the embodiment

of deeds and that the reward and retribution of man, indeed, are his own deeds which

.will change in form and reach him

Anyway, in the Divine system of belief, no deed will be left unanswered and

uncompensated for; if it is good, it will be rewarded with good and if it is evil it will be

.compensated for with the same

****
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رٌیصَِب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هَُّنإِ  اوْغَطْتَ  لاَوَ  کَعَمَ  بَاتَ  نمَوَ  تَرِْمُا  آمَکَ  مْقِتَسْافَ  ﴾ 112﴿

Therefore stand firm (O Prophet) as you are commanded, and (also) he who has . “ 112
turned (unto Allah) with you, and (O’ men) do not transgress (from the Path); verily He

.” sees well what you do

Commentary: verse 112

:The Command of Steadfastness

After recounting the lives of the prophets and former tribes and the reasons for their

success, and after reinforcing the will of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), thereby in this verse He

commands him (p.b.u.h.) the most important duty, saying that he must stand firm as

.he had been commanded

:The verse says

, …” Therefore stand firm (O Prophet) as you are commanded “ 

He must stand firm in propagation and guidance, in his struggles and battles, in

.carrying out Allah’s orders, and in implementing the instructions of the Qur’ān

However, this stance must not be for the sake of pleasing others, nor should it be for

bigotry, nor for the acquisition of titles, nor for acquiring wealth, position, success and

power. It must be for the execution of Allah’s command as he had been instructed.
However, this order does not concern the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) only, it also instructs those

:who are following in his footsteps for approaching Allah. The verse continues saying
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,…” and (also) he who has turned (unto Allah) with you “… 

The Qur’ān advises the kind of persistence which avoids both extremes, neither more

nor less, and the order not to be unruly, signifies the kind of persistence which avoids

all kinds of transgression, for Allah is well aware of every action which we do. No

cessation of movement or pause, and word or schedule remains hidden from Him. It

:says

.” and (O’ men) do not transgress (from the Path); verily He sees well what you do “… 

This is a sensitive yet disturbing verse. There is a hadith from Ibn Abbās which says:
“There is no verse revealed more severe and more difficult for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
than this verse. Therefore, when the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) asked him

why his hair had turned gray so soon, and the signs of age prematurely appeared on

.” his face, he said: “The Sura Al-Wāqi‘ah and the Sura Hūd made me age

Some other traditions indicate that when the above verse was revealed, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) said: “Fasten your belts! Fasten your belts (as it is time for struggling and

.working)”; and since that time, he was never seen smiling

The reason is clear, for there are four commands in this verse, each of which imposes

.a heavy duty upon man

Today, our responsibilities as Muslim leaders can also be summarized as: persistence,
sincerity, leadership of the believers, abstinence from unruliness, and non-violence.
Victory over our enemies, who have been surrounding us from all sides, exploiting us

in all cultural, political, economic, social, and military spheres, might not be possible

.without the implementation of the four principles mentioned above

****
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نَورُصَنُت َّمُث لاَ  ءَآیَِلوْأَ  نِْم  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  مکَُل  امَوَ  رُاَّنلا  مْکَُّسمَتَفَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  اوُنکَرْتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 113﴿

And do not incline to those who are unjust, lest the Fire will touch you; and you . “ 113
.have no protectors other than Allah, nor shall you be helped

Commentary: verse 113

!Reliance upon the Unjust

This verse explains one of the most fundamental programs in the realm of social,
political, military, and ideological spheres of activity. It addresses all Muslims, putting

forward a decisive duty, it implies that we should not seek support from oppressors,
and never rely upon them for such an act for it causes us to be surrounded by the Fire

:of Hell and we have no one from whom to expect support but Allah. The verse says

And do not incline to those who are unjust, lest the Fire will touch you; and you have “ 
.no protectors other than Allah, nor shall you be helped

In which matters must one not rely upon the transgressors? In the first instance,
obviously, we must not share in the atrocities they commit and seek support from

them in this regard. Secondly, reliance upon them must stop where the Muslim

community stands to be weakened, and its independence and self sufficiency

jeopardized, this type of dependency will bear no fruit but frustration and loss of

.independence on the part of Islamic communities

As to the idea that Muslims should establish commercial or scientific relations with non

Muslim communities on the basis

p: 331

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4312 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


of protecting Muslim interests and independence as well as their security is not

unprecedented in the history of Islam nor is it forbidden in Islam and it does not fit

into the meaning of seeking assistance from the oppressors. During the era of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and after him such relationships with non Muslims had also existed.
However, one must not, at the same time, obey the oppressors or put his hope in

them, for we read in the narrations that friendship with the unjust and obedience to

them are examples of submission to tyranny. In a narration, it has been said: “Do not

.” put your hope in an oppressor even if he is a member of your family or a friend

In Al-Kāfī, there is also a narration which says: “Allah has forbidden you to spare even

one minute when an oppressor is to be hanged, for, in such a case, you would have

supported him.” Refer to Tafsīr al Burhān-As-Sāfī, Usul Al-Kāfī, and the Bihār-
.ul-’Anwār for further information

:Explanation

.Every kind of dependence on internal and external oppressors is prohibited - 1

Oppression and assisting the oppressors or even relying upon them constitute - 2
capital sins and those affiliated with it are subversives. (Every sin which Allah has

(spoken of as being punishable with the Fire is considered as a capital sin

Relying upon and trusting the oppressor will lead to Allah’s Hell. Therefore, how is - 3
?the situation of the oppressor himself going to be

.Instead of taking recourse to the unjust, put your trust in Allah - 4

.The result of relying upon tyrants is isolation and estrangement - 5
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As the obedience from /ulul-’amr/ (the political and religions chiefs appointed to - 6
issue decrees on behalf of Allah), is obligatory and, on the other hand, since relying

upon and seeking the support of the unjust is forbidden, therefore the /ulul-’amr/
cannot be unjust, they must necessarily be “immaculate”, too, because sin is

, …( considered an example of injustice. (And do not incline to those who are unjust

****

p: 333

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4314 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیرِکِا  ّ َ ذلِل يرَکْذِ  کَِلذَ  تِائّیَّسلا  نَْبهِذُْی  تِانَسَحَْلا  َّنإِ  لِْیَّللا  نَِم  اًفَلزُوَ  رِاهََّنلا  یِفَرَطَ  هَلاََّصلا  مِِقأَوَ  ﴾ 114﴿

نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِی  هََّللا لاَ  َّنإِفَ  رِْبصْاوَ  ﴾ 115﴿

And establish the prayer at the two ends of the day and at the approaches of the . “ 114
.” night; verily the good deeds remove evil deeds. That is a reminder for the mindful

And be patient (and steadfast); for verily Allah does not waste the reward of the . “ 115
(.” righteous (ones

Commentary: verses 114-115

:Prayer and Steadfastness

These two verses point to two of the most important Islamic instructions that embody

the spirit of Islam and shape its foundation. At first, the Qur’ān commands us to

establish the prayers, declaring that we must keep our prayers at both ends of the

day and at the time of nightfall. The apparent meaning of the phrase /tarafay-in-
nahār/ (on both sides of the day) is the morning and evening prayers and /zulaf/ is in
keeping with the /‘išā’/ (the prayer of nightfall). In the meantime, as the midday prayer

and the afternoon prayer have been explained in other verses, they have not been

repeated here. However, according to one quotation, they are also mentioned in this

verse as well, though this verse does not aim at explaining all the daily prayers. The

:verse says

And establish the prayer at the two ends of the day and at the approaches of the “ 
; …” night

Afterwards, to specifically stress the importance of the daily prayers, and other

rituals, acts of worship and the
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performance of good deeds in general, it declares that good conduct nullifies evil acts.
:The verse continues saying

. …” verily the good deeds remove evil deeds “… 

:This is a reminder for those who try to lend ears to such matters. It says

.” That is a reminder for the mindful “… 

The above verse, like some other Qur’ānic verses, illustrates the influence of good

deeds in removing the evil effect of evil deeds. Good deeds, which have their origin in
Divine motives, bestow purity and beauty upon the human spirit which may wipe out

.the effects of sin from it, turning the darkness of sins into light

:The Extraordinary Importance of Prayers

In the numerous narrations from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the immaculate Imams

(a.s.) which concern the above verse, one easily finds interpretations which unveil the

.extraordinary importance of prayers in Islam

Ali (a.s.) is quoted as saying: “The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and I were waiting for our prayers

inside the mosque when a man stood up saying: “O Messenger of Allah! I have

committed a sin.” The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) turned his face away from him. When the

prayers ended, the same man stood up and repeated the same sentence. The

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Have you not joined us in prayer? And have you not done your

 ?” ablutions well for it

(The man answered: “Yes”. He said: “This is an atonement for your sin.”(1

The sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “At the times of prayer, an angel is certain to say:
‘O people! Stand up and put out the Fire you have lit (against your selves), by means

(of your prayers.’”(2
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And the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) also said: “The five daily prayers are like a stream running in
front of your houses. Once you wash yourselves five times a day in that stream, you

will be clean of all pollution. (It is the same as cleaning your soul from all kinds of

(pollution by establishing your five daily prayers.)” (1

Ali ibn Abi Tālib (a.s.) said: “Whenever man is in the state of prayer, his body, clothes,
(and whatever is found around him engage in giving glory of Allah.”(2

However, prayer insures man who has committed sinful acts, by wiping his heart

.clean of the dust of sin

Prayer enables one’s potentialities to flourish in the depths of his soul. It also

.strengthens one’s will, purifies his heart and cleans up his spirit

Prayer in this way can be a superior school of education, provided that it is not just

.treated as a series of rituals in form without substance

****

Following the human shaping schedule of prayer, and the description concerning the

impact of the virtues upon the vices, the Qur’ān commands perseverance in this

verse, saying that we should stay patient, for Allah does not spoil the rewards of those

:who act with righteousness. The verse says

And be patient (and steadfast); for verily Allah does not waste the reward of the “ 
(.” righteous (ones

All of this means that performing decent acts is not possible without patience and

.perseverance

p: 336

Kanz-ul-Ummāl, vol. 7, Hadith 18931 - 1
Bihār, vol. 82, p. 213 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4318 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_336_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_336_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Qur’ānic term /sabr/ includes all aspects of forbearance against difficulties,
.oppositions, harms, emotions, outrage and disasters

Patience and perseverance is a fundamental general principle which is sometimes

coupled in the Qur’ān with prayers. It is perhaps for the reason that prayer enables

man to move and it ordains him to have patience and perseverance. And these two,
that is ‘movement’ and resistance, when coupled with each other, are the main

factors for victory. Finally, let us focus upon the most hopeful of the verses of the

Qur’ān: Hadrat Ali (a.s.) coming upon a group in discussion asked them: “Do you know

which is the most hopeful of the verses of the Qur’ān?” In response, everyone named

.one verse which suited his own mood

Some suggested the verse, which says: “Verily Allah does not forgive that anything

should be associated with Him, and forgives what is besides that, …”(1) means that

.Allah forgives all sins except idol worship

Others were of the opinion that the verse in question is the one which says: “And

whoever does evil or acts unjustly to his own self, then seeks forgiveness of Allah,
shall find Allah forgiving, Merciful”(2). This verse means that he who is a wrongdoer

and a tyrant, if he asks for forgiveness, and apologizes, he will find Allah

.compassionate and merciful

Still others cited the holy verse declaring: “Say: ‘O My servants who have acted

extravagantly against their own selves! Do not despair of the mercy of Allah; surely

(Allah forgives the faults altogether; verily He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.”(3
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Others were of the opinion that it was the verse saying: “And those who, when they

commit an indecency or do injustice to their selves, remember Allah and seek

forgiveness for their sins – and who forgives the sins except Allah? – And they (the

pious) do not knowingly persist in what they have committed.”(1) Meaning that those

who have committed an evil act, oppressing themselves, think of Allah and ask

?forgiveness from Him, and who is there to forgive sins except Allah

After hearing all those views, Hadrat Ali said: “I heard from my dear one, the Prophet

of Allah (p.b.u.h.), who said: “I hope to a verse in the Book of Allah, which says: “ And

establish the prayer at the two ends of the day and at the approaches of the night;

verily the good deeds remove evil deeds. That is a reminder for the mindful.” Then the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) continued: ‘O Ali! By the One Who appointed me as a bearer of glad

tidings and a warner towards people. Whenever a person makes ablution for prayer,
his sins will fall off; and when he turns toward Qiblah he will become purified. O’ Ali!
The example of the daily prayers resembles one who washes himself in a stream in

(front of his house, fives times every day.”(2

****
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آمَ اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  عَبََّتاوَ  مْهُْنِم  انَْیجَْنأَ  نَّْمِم  لاًیِلقَ  َّلاإِ  ضِرْـَلأا  یِف  دِاسـَفَْلا  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَ  هٍَّیقَِب  ْاوُلوُا  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  نِورُقُْلا  نَِم  نَاکـَ  ـَلاوْلَفَ  ﴾ 116﴿

نَیِمرِجُْم اوُناکَوَ  هِیِف  اوُفرِْتُا 

But why were there not, among the generations before you, persons possessed . “ 116
understanding (and authority), prohibiting (people) from mischief in the earth, except

a few whom We saved from among them? And those who were unjust pursued what

.” they were made to enjoy and they were guilty

Commentary: verse 116

The Arabic term /baqiyyah/ means ‘remainder’, but it usually refers to ‘virtue’ and

‘power’ in Arabic, maybe because one stores his precious belongings with himself and

preserves them to remain; or perhaps because some people who have more power

stay on the scene. The holy word /baqiyyah/ has been employed three times in the

.Qur’ān

In this verse, Allah has criticized a group of believers as to why they do not equip

themselves with knowledge and power so as to warn the society. This warning, which

/. has repeatedly been used in the Qur’ān, is accompanied with the word /laulā

At any rate, in this holy verse and the previous one, a fundamental social principle,
which stands out in saving human societies from corruption and self-destruction, has

been mentioned. That is, in every society where there is a group of conscious learned

and dutiful people who are committed to not remain silent in the face of corruption,
who launch campaigns against it, and who lead in developing the ideological
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.awareness of the people, that society will not suffer from self-destruction

But, when indifference and silence is the rule of the game everywhere, and then

society is made defenseless against the elements of corruption, self-destruction will

.surely be its eventual outcome

Therefore, while referring to the previous peoples which had been the target of all

kinds of disasters, the Qur’ān asks why it is that in the previous centuries, there were

no righteous people of knowledge and power to prevent all kinds of corruption on the

:earth. The verse says

But why were there not, among the generations before you, persons possessed “ 
, …” understanding (and authority), prohibiting (people) from mischief in the earth

The role of /’ūlū baqiyyah/ (those possessed understanding and authority) in the

survival of society, is so sensitive that one must say that without them the right of

.societies to survive will be removed from them. This is what the above verse implies

:To make an exception to this rule, the Qur’ān says

? …” except a few whom We saved from among them “… 

Despite the fact that this small group observed the rules of persuading others to

perform what was good and dissuading them from what was evil, their number was

so limited that they could not have any success in reforming the society. This is

reflected in examples like Lot and his small family, Noah and his limited number of

believers, Salih and his few followers. The oppressors of these societies, who

constituted the majority, pursued their extravagant way of life and were so proud and

:saturated with pleasures that they committed all kinds of sin. The verse says

p: 340

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4322 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


And those who were unjust pursued what they were made to enjoy and they were “… 
.” guilty

Such unrestricted affluence and hedonism are the sources of all kinds of deviations

and usually originate among affluent families, as their carefree state hinders them

from comprehending social realities and covers them with sin, leaving them no

.chance for becoming familiar with real human values

Whereas verse 114 deals with prayers, this verse is concerned with dissuading others

from doing evil deeds. It is appropriate to mention here some of the verses of the

Glorious Qur’ān which deal with the subject of prayers together with persuading

others to engage in decent acts and dissuading others from committing evil deeds.
:Such verses are as follows

(A. “… Verily prayer restrains from indecency and evil…”(1

(B. “… Verily the good deeds remove the evil deeds,...”(2

(C. “… Keep up prayer, enjoin the good and forbid evil,…”(3

D. Those who, should We establish them in the land, will keep up prayer and pay the

(poor-rate, and enjoin the right and forbid the wrong; …”(4

The utmost responsibility thus lies with those who are knowledgeable and powerful,
and the result of reformers’ sympathy and reformation in society is salvation from

Allah’s anger and benefiting from His compassion. The key to the downfall of former

generations has been their indifference and failure to dissuade others from doing

.wrong, hedonism, and criminal activity, the vicious triangle of destruction

We hope that Allah may save us, our children, and our coming generations from these

.dangers and deviations
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نَوحُِلصُْم اهَُلهْأَوَ  مٍْلظُِب  يرَقُْلا  کَِلهُْیِل  کَُّبرَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 117﴿

Nor would your Lord destroy the townships unjustly while their people acted . “ 117
.” well

Commentary: verse 117

Allah (s.w.t.) removes His wrath from societies because of the presence of benevolent

.and righteous individuals who mend their society

Incidentally, simply being righteous is not sufficient, one must be encouraging others

to be righteous as well. Therefore, to emphasize this reality, the Qur’ān implies that

the reason why Allah eradicated these peoples was because there were no righteous

reformists among them. It was not the case that the Almighty oppressively sought the

destruction of established communities despite attempts being made to purify them

:of all impurities. The verse says

.” Nor would your Lord destroy the townships unjustly while their people acted well “ 

Whenever a society was oppressive as a whole but had rediscovered itself, and was

about to reform and alter itself, there would be reason for it to remain, while if it

remained oppressive and did not try to reform, and purge itself of its evil ways, there

.would be no reason for it to survive

****
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نَیفِِلتَخُْم نَوُلازَیَ  لاوَ  هًدَحِاوَ  هًَّمُا  سَاَّنلا  لَعَجََل  کَُّبرَ  ءَآشَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 118﴿

And had your Lord willed, He would have made mankind a single people: yet they . “ 118
.” cease not differing

Commentary: verse 118

Allah’s way of treatment in creation of men is based on liberty, and freedom in

choosing their own ideas and beliefs. Man’s choice and freedom to choose his way of

life and ideas has been frequently referred to in the Glorious Qur’ān. That is, although

Allah leads man towards Himself, He does not impose His will upon him by force, and

He has not commanded the sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to compel people, He has only

demanded him to remind people of their duty, and show them the right path. The holy

Qur’ān in this regard says: “Therefore do thou give admonition, for you are one to

(admonish”. “Thou art not one to manage (men’s) affairs.” (1

Thus, Allah reveals the virtuous path in such a way that human nature, discriminating

between good and evil, recognizes them from within itself, and for this reason, from

out ward, He sends the prophets (a.s.) to guide mankind. It is the man himself who

must fully and voluntarily select his own way, the Path of Truth or the path of evil and

wrongdoing. Therefore, He has alluded to one of the prominent traditions in the

course of creation which is the basis of other affairs that relates to human beings. It is
the individual differences relating to the mind, the body, personal views, zeal and love

.as well as the issue of man’s freedom of will
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The Qur’ān remarks that if Allah wanted He could have created a single nation out of

mankind (but He did not do such a thing) and human beings have always had

differences to settle. This is emphasized in order to show that His insistence for

obeying His commands does not reflect a lack of ability to put everyone on one track

and on one predetermined path. It stands to reason that such a faith would be of no

use. Nor would such a homogeneous, unified and compulsory faith based upon

involuntary motives lead anywhere, it would reflect no personality distinctions, no

.means of development and growth, and have no basis for rewarding the good

Man’s supreme value essentially lies in his freedom of will which differentiates him

from other existing beings. Different tastes, different ways of thinking, indeed,
differences of personality and intellectual makeup all form parts of one society,
providing multiple aspects of those dimensions that make man who he is and it is that

.which gives him a distinct status

It is also natural that once freedom of will comes in the scene, differences regarding

.ideas and schools of thought must exist

****
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نَیعِمَجْأَ سِاَّنلاوَ  هَِّنجِْلا  نَِم  مََّنهَجَ  َّنلأَْملأَ  کَّبرَ  هُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  مْهُقَلَخَ  کَِلذَِلوَ  کَُّبرَ  مَحِرَ  نمَ  َّلاإِ  ﴾ 119﴿

Except those on whom your Lord has Mercy; and for that (mercy) did He create . “ 119
them. And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled: ‘Certainly I will fill Hell with jinn

’.” and the mankind together

Commentary: verse 119

In this verse the Qur’ān indicates that the people disagree with each other in their

:acceptance of the Truth except those upon whom is Allah’s Mercy. The verse says

; …” Except those on whom your Lord has Mercy “ 

However, this Divine blessing is not confined to a certain group, but all humankind can

.benefit from it if they want

Those who wish to come under Allah’s favor will find an open gate for His all inclusive

Mercy and Grace which are made available to mankind through their own reasoning,
.the guidance of the prophets, and heavenly Books which have been revealed to them

:The verse says

and for that (mercy) did He create them. And the Word of your Lord has been “… 
: …” fulfilled

Once they utilize these favors and blessings the gates of Paradise and eternal bliss

will be opened for them, otherwise, the command of Allah has been issued that He will

fill Hell with the disobedient and arrogant ones from among the Jinn and men. The

:verse continues saying

’.” Certainly I will fill Hell with jinn and the mankind together “… ‘
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل يرَکْذِوَ  هٌظَعِوْمَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  هِذِهَ  یِف  كَءَآجَوَ  كَدَاؤَُف  هِِب  تُّبثَُن  امَ  لِسُُّرلا  ءِآبَنأَ  نِْم  کَْیلَعَ  ُّصقَُن  لاکُوَ  ﴾ 120﴿

And all that We relate to you of the account of the messengers is something in . “ 120
order that with it We make firm your heart and in this there has come to you the

.” Truth, and an admonition and a reminder to the believers

Commentary: verse 120

In this verse and in the verses that follow, with which Sura Hūd ends, there is a

.general conclusion which sums up the issues discussed thus far

As the main part of this Sura dealt with the didactic stories of the prophets and the

former generations of mankind, the Qur’ān summarizes the precious results of these

stories under four topics by saying that the stories of each of the prophets have been

mentioned to reinforce the heart of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in order to strengthen his

:will. The verse says

And all that We relate to you of the account of the messengers is something in order “ 
 …” that with it We make firm your heart

Afterwards, referring to the second most important result of those stories, the Qur’ān

implies that it brings to light the facts and realities concerning life and death, the

victories and defeats, and the factors concerning the success and failure of

:communities. It continues saying
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, …” and in this there has come to you the Truth “… 

The third and the fourth consequences are that they provide the faithful with

:exhortations, and reminders of the results of good or bad conduct. It says

.” and an admonition and a reminder to the believers “… 

This verse stresses once again that the historical facts which have been revealed by

the Qur’ān must not be taken lightly or used for amusing audiences, for they form the

.best instructional guidelines in all aspects of life for all people in all times

****
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نَوُلِماعَ اَّنإِ  مْکُِتَناکَمَ  یلَعَ  اوُلمَعْا  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلِل لاَ  لُقوَ  ﴾ 121﴿

نَورُظِتَْنُم اَّنإِ  اورُظِتَْناوَ  ﴾ 122﴿

And say to those who do not believe: ‘Act according to your ability; we shall do . “ 121
(’;” (our part

.” And wait you! We too are surely waiting . “ 122

Commentary: verses 121-122

Allah commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) when confronting their stiff-neckedness and

obstinacy to do the same as the previous prophets did and say what they said, that

the disbelievers should do all that is in their power and do not spare in their efforts,
:and the Prophet and the believers will do likewise. The verse says

And say to those who do not believe: ‘Act according to your ability; we shall do (our “ 
(’;” part

He also should tell the unbelievers to wait and see and the believers too, will wait and

:see, for one side will win and the other will be defeated. The verse says

.” And wait you! We too are surely waiting “ 

The unbelievers seek the defeat of the believers but the latter will wait for the real

Divine punishment which the unbelievers will receive either by means of the hands of

.the believers or directly from the side of Allah

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ اَّمعَ  لٍِفاغَِب  کَُّبرَ  امَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَوَ  هُدُْبعْافَ  هُُّلکُ  رُْملأَا  عُجَرُْی  هِْیَلإِوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  بُْیغَ  هَِّلِلوَ  ﴾ 123﴿

And to Allah (alone) belong the Unseen of the heavens and the earth, and to Him . “ 123
the whole affairs will be returned; Then worship Him, and put (all) your trust in Him,

.” and your Lord is not heedless of what you do

Commentary: verse 123

The last verse of this Sura deals with monotheism: (the monotheistic nature of

knowledge, the monotheistic view of acts, and also the monotheistic way of worship),
just as the beginning verses of the Sura that had dealt with knowledge of

.monotheism

In fact, three sub sections of monotheism are indicated here. First, it refers to the

monotheistic nature of Allah’s knowledge saying that the knowledge of the hidden

realities of the heavens and the earth belongs only to Him, and it is only He Who is

:aware of all secrets hidden and revealed. The verse says

, …” And to Allah (alone) belong the Unseen of the heavens and the earth “ 

The knowledge of everyone besides Him is confined and limited and even this very

limited knowledge is received from the Divine source. Therefore, omniscience, the

essential knowledge, regarding the whole things throughout the entire universe, is

.particular to Him alone

On the other hand, referring to the monotheistic nature of acts, the Qur’ān says that it
is He Who is in command of all
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:acts, and all things will be returned to Him. It continues saying

; …” and to Him the whole affairs will be returned “… 

The third point is said as a conclusion to these statements which is that unlimited

knowledge and endless power belong solely to Him and everything will eventually

:return to Him, therefore we should worship Him alone and trust only in Him. It says

, …” Then worship Him, and put (all) your trust in Him “…

This stage of monotheism is the stage of worship and abstinence from all unruly

behaviour, misconduct, rebellion, and sin, for Allah is not unaware of all that we do. It

:continues saying

.” and your Lord is not heedless of what you do “… 

The End of Sura Hūd
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مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

.In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Yusuf (Joseph), No. 12

Point

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 12 Sections 111

:The Magnitude and Glory of the Qur’ān

The Qur’ān, which is a reflection of the magnificence and glory of Allah and is an

eternal and everlasting miracle in itself, presents clear evidence and accurately

foretells events. As a witness to these events, it presents true historical facts backed

by strong logic and penetrating insight. It is the repository of a superior kind of grace

and is a boundless ocean of merits. It offers strategies, it encourages while at the

same time gives warnings, and it gives accounts of man’s past while also predicting

the future. It is unique in that it is as accessible to the common people as well as to the

elite among the scholars. It contains material from the invisible world as well as from

the physical world. It illustrates the causes for the enhancement one’s honour and the

factors which bring about one’s wretchedness. It enlightens one’s thinking, reasoning,
and way of meditation and logic while we are alive and at the same time it provides

companionship during our solitary confinement in the grave and on the Day of

.Resurrection

The Qur’ān is a repository of all knowledge and every science, and is the only celestial

Book which has not been distorted. The more science develops the more its secrets

unveil. Its parables, metaphors and its similes are never
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wearisome and its repetitions often convey a wide variety of meanings. The Qur’ān

can be used as a criterion for verifying the words of the men of Allah. We have been

told that whenever we hear words attributed to those holy men we should compare

.them to the Qur’ān and if they do not conform to it, then we should reject them

The Qur’ān is considered as the “Greater Weighty Thing” and the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) are

considered by the believers as “The Lesser Weighty Thing”. In this regard, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) reiterated several times: “I have left two great gifts amongst you

(Muslims) which will never be separated until the Day of Resurrection when they will

.” join me at the Pool of Kauthar

Even now the Ahl-ul-Bayt, in the person of Hadrat Mahdī, (may Allah hasten his

advent) is still coupled with the Book of Allah, and any commentary written on the

Qur’ān which ignores well documented narrations that originate from them are invalid

and misguiding, for the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “If you take recourse to these two;

the Book and my Ahl-ul-Bayt, you will never lose your way.” Certainly, taking recourse

.to the one and neglecting the other will lead to misguidance

****
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The Content of the Sura

Before beginning our discussion of the verses of this Sura, it is necessary to point out

:a number of points

All of the verses of this Sura, except a few, concern the beautiful, instructive  - 1
biography of Hadrat Yusuf (a.s.) and this is the reason why this Sura is called “Yusuf”.
And, it is also for this reason that out of the 27 times that the name of Yusuf has been

mentioned in the Qur’ān, 25 of them are found in this Sura. The other two suras in

which his name has been mentioned are in verse 34 of Sura Al-Ghāfir, and in verse 84
.of Sura Al-’An‘ām

The content of this Sura is well integrated in one reading and it presents different

highlights of a single story expressed in ten sections through an extraordinarily fluent,
.concise, interesting, and attractive manner

Ignorant story tellers or those who have questionable objectives in mind, have sought

to present this story as an exciting love story for the whimsical, they try to change

everything around sexuality and present it as if it was a Hollywood romance,
.providing a distorted picture of the true Yusuf and his real biography

The Qur’ān, whose everything is paradigm, narrates the story revealing sublime

lessons in chastity, abstemiousness, virtue, faith, and domination over individual

selfishness. This has been so carefully arranged that if someone was to read it

several times, he would still be involuntarily drawn by its powerful attraction. It is for

this reason that the Qur’ān has called it the Best of Stories /ahsanul qasas/ and the

.Sura has presented instructive lessons for contemplation

Focusing our attention on the verses of this Sura reveals the fact that the holy  – 2
Qur’ān is a miracle in all its
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dimensions, and the champions it presents in its stories are real, not imaginary and

.unique in their class

There is Abraham, the iconoclastic champion who, with his sublime and

.unconquerable spirit stood alone opposing powerful despots

There is Moses, the hero who taught an obstinate people to go against a recalcitrant

.oppressor

And then there is Yusuf (Joseph) (a.s.), the champion who embodied righteousness,
.purity and virtue versus a passionate, beautiful and conniving woman

On reading this Sura we cannot help but be struck with wonderment at the revelation

.of the Qur’ān and its ability to relate a story of such subtlety and profundity

Among the many subjects covered by this Sura, the story of Yusuf also deals with the

sensitive issue of love, the Qur’ān does not overlook or bypass these issues, indeed, it
speaks of them in great detail but in such a way that no undesirable or negative effect

.would be left on the reader

It delves deeply into every issue and proposition but one would find that powerful

.rays of virtue may dominate the discussion at all times

:The story of Yusuf before and after Islam  – 3

.Undoubtedly, the story of Yusuf had been known before Islam

This story has been extensively mentioned in 14 chapters (37 to 50) in the Book of

Genesis. A careful reading of these 14 chapters shows that what is found in the Torah

is quite different from what is in the Qur’ān. A comparison of the two accounts reveals

the extent to which the Qur’ānic version is void of all the superstitions found in the

Torah. And the fact that the Qur’ān says to the Prophet: “Before this, thou too was

among those who knew it not”, is a reference made to the Prophet’s lack of prior

awareness of the story and the sheer
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truth of this instructive biography. Indeed, whatever the prophets possess is God-
.given

After the dawn of Islam, historians also wrote accounts and interpretations of the

story. In Persian poetry and literature, the first story told about Yusuf and Zulaykha is
ascribed to Ferdowsī. Then the poems composed by Shahābuddīn ‘Am‘aq and Mas‘ūdī

Ghomī, and later, we find the famous poetry entitled ‘Yusuf and Zulaykha’ composed

.by ‘Abdurahmān Jāmī, the famous poet of the 9th century A.H

Why is the story of Yusuf, unlike that of the other prophets, expounded in one - 4
place? One of the characteristics of this story is that, unlike the story of the other

prophets, it is discussed as a whole in one format. This is different from that of the

stories of the other prophet which have been recounted in separate sections in

various suras of the Qur’ān. The reason for this is that separation of the climaxes of

this story destroys its integrity and in order to arrive at the proper and necessary

.conclusions, it must be offered as an integrated whole

Another specification of this holy Sura is that whereas the stories of the other

prophets recounted in the Qur’ān, usually deal with the issue of their struggles and

campaigns against unruly and rebellious peoples, but the story of Yusuf makes no

mention of such matters. On the contrary, it revolves around the life of Yusuf himself

and his passage through difficult stages of life which eventually culminates with him

.becoming a powerful man in the Egyptian government

:The virtues of Sura Yusuf - 5

The Islamic narrations cite numerous virtues for reciting this Sura, among which one

can find a tradition by Imam Sādiq (a.s.) saying: “Whoever recites this Sura every day

or every night, Allah will enable him to be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection

having a beauty equal to that of the beauty of
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Yusuf, he will have no difficulties on that Day and he will be among the righteous

.” subjects of Allah

We have already pointed out repeatedly that the narrations that have come down to

us concerning the virtues of reading the suras of the Qur’ān do not mean a superficial

reading of the text without meditating and acting upon them. On the contrary, it

means a careful reading that would encourage one to think and in turn lead to a

.practical application of the text

****
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(Sura Yusuf (Joseph

(Revealed in Mecca)

Verses in 12 Sections 111

Section 1

Point

Yusuf suffers

Allah informed Apostle Muhammad of the past history through revelation – Yusuf’s
dream

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

نِیِبمُْلا بِاتَکِْلا  تُایَاءَ  کَْلِت  رلا  ﴾ 1﴿

Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Rā ‘R’. These are the verses of the Book (which makes the truth) . “ 1
.” Manifest

:A General Note

Everything is dependent upon Allah, and every person lives with Him. Every type of

evolution and progress is initiated in His name and will be realized by executing the

programs He has ordained by means of prophets, the personal development of

prophets has been fulfilled in the Name of Allah, for had there not been any trust put

in Him, the prophets could not have overcome the difficulties of the life which had

.confronted them
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.could not have overcome the difficulties of the life which had confronted them

Commentary: verse 1

This Sura also begins with the abbreviated letters of alif, lām, and rā’ which exhibit the

magnificence of the Qur’ān and the synthesizing of profound and meaningful verses

.out of simple letters of the Arabic alphabet

Perhaps, it is for this reason that after mentioning the abbreviated letters, Allah

:(s.w.t.) immediately refers to the magnificence of the Qur’ān by saying

.” These are the verses of the Book (which makes the truth) manifest “…

Incidentally, concerning the magnitude of the holy phrase /bismillah-ir-rahmān-ir-
rahīm/ and the abbreviated letters with which the suras begin, please refer to the

beginning of the suras Al-Hamd, and Al-Baqarah, and to the detailed narrations

.discussed under them

****
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نَوُلقِْعتَ مْکَُّلعََل  اًّیِبرَعَ  اًناءَْرُق  هُانَْلزَْنأَ  آَّنإِ  ﴾ 2﴿

. ” Verily We have sent it down - an Arabic Qur’ān - that you may understand . “ 2

Commentary: verse 2

No matter in what language the Qur’ān had been revealed, other people would have

had to become acquainted with that language. However, the revelation of the Qur’ān

:in the Arabic language has several advantages, among which are the following

A – The Arabic language has a very great capacity for word formation and has so

.fixed grammatical rules that cannot be easily found in any other language

.B – According to some narrations, Arabic is the language spoken in Paradise

C – The region in which the Qur’ān was revealed was an Arabic speaking region, and it
.was apparently impossible for the Holy Book to be revealed into any other language

Regarding the revelation of the Qur’ān, Allah (s.w.t.) has employed the word descend

./nuzūl/ the same word He has used for the falling of rain

In any rate, the aim of the Qur’ān is not merely reading, chanting, browsing through,
or barely reciting it for blessedness. The main aim is understanding it, that kind of

understanding which is comprehensive and goes deep into its meaning and

.encourages man to put what he reads into practice

The indication, occurred in ten suras, to the fact that the Qur’ān has been revealed in
Arabic is an answer to the accusation that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had learned it

from
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a non Arab and that its content was an imported way of thinking, and not a revelation

.originated from Allah

In the meantime, all Muslims must try to learn Arabic as a second language, for it is
the language of Divine revelation and the key to understanding the holy Qur’ān and

.Islamic knowledge

****
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نَیِلِفاغَْلا نَمَِل  هِِلْبقَ  نِم  تَْنکُ  نإِوَ  نَاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  آمَِب  صِصَقَْلا  نَسَحْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  ُّصقَُن  نُحَْن  ﴾ 3﴿

We relate unto you the best of stories, by that We have revealed to you this . “ 3
.” Qur’ān; though before this, you were of those who did it not know

Commentary: verse 3

The Arabic term /qasas/ means both a story, and the telling of a story. Stories and

tales play an important role in man’s education, for they depict the life of a nation and

provide practical examples of an Ummah. History is a mirror that reflects the deeds of

nations and the more we are acquainted with the story of our predecessors, the more

.we acquire the feeling of having lived their lives

Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s.) in a letter to his son, Imam Hassan, implied that he had studied

the lives of the former nations in a manner that as if he had lived with them and did it
.as long as their lifetimes

Perhaps one of the reasons why stories and tales leave such a great impact upon man

is because he has an inherent love for stories. Usually, books on history, epics and

myths have been successful throughout man’s cultural history, and understandable

for the majority of people, while issues requiring rational proofs and intellectual

.matters have been the concern of only a small group among them

’. The Qur’ān calls the story of Hadrat Yusuf the ‘best of stories

However, some narrations tell us that the entire Qur’ān is also called /ahsanul qasas/
(the best of stories) and certainly, it is not incompatible with the previous definition of
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the Qur’ān, that the Qur’ān is the best among all the Holy Books, and the story of

.Yusuf is the best among the stories of the Qur’ān

:At any rate, the story of Hadrat Yusuf is the best of stories for the following reasons

.A) It is the most relevant to our experience

B) It deals with the struggle against one’s innermost self which is the greatest of

.struggles

C) The hero of the story is Hadrat Yusuf, a youth who possesses all human virtues in
himself (patience, faith, piety, modesty, wisdom, trustfulness, forgiveness and

(. kindness

D) All persons of the story have a happy ending. For example Yusuf attains a high

political position, the brothers repent, his father regains his lost sight, the famine

stricken country is saved; complains and envies are converted into the full

.gratification of love

There are a number of opposites juxtaposed in this story: Departure and reunion,
sorrow and joy, famine and plenty, loyalty and disloyalty, proprietor and tenant;

palace and hovel, poverty and needlessness or wealth, servitude and domination;

.blindness and sight, chastity and making false accusations

In conclusion, these points illustrate that the Qur’ān, as far as telling stories and

historical narratives, has utilized the best manner to educate man. Not only the Divine

:stories, but all the things of Allah are also the best /ahsan/, because

.He is the Best Creator  – 1

.He has sent down the Best of Books  – 2

.He has produced the best of features  – 3

.He has the best of religions  – 4
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.He provides the best of rewards  – 5

And finally, having such a background, He has demanded the best of actions from  – 6
.man
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:Thus, ignorance is mentioned in the Qur’ān signified by three forms

A- The disagreeable ignorance, like what the verse says: “But verily many among

(mankind are heedless of Our Signs.”(1

B- The bearable type of ignorance and unawareness which has been referred to here:
“Verily those who accuse chaste believing women unaware (of the evil) are cursed in

(this world and the Hereafter…”(2

Meaning: Those who accuse pure and innocent women, who are unaware of

.fornication or adultery, are damned in this world and the next

C- Natural ignorance like being uninformed about something, for example in this

:verse: the Qur’ān says

.” though before this, you were of those who did it not know “… 

Meaning that before We told you this story, you were not informed about it nor had

you heard it from anyone.(3) Or, similar to the verse which says: “… You did not know

(what the Book was, nor (what) the Faith (was)…”(4

****
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نَیدِجِاسَ یِل  مْهُُتْیأَرَ  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلاوَ  اًبکَوْکَ  رَشَعَ  دَحَأَ  تُْیأَرَ  یّنإ  تَِبأ  آیَ  هِیِبلأَ  فُسُوُی  لَاقَ  ذْإِ  ﴾ 4﴿

When, Yusuf said to his father: ‘O my father! Verily I did see (dreamt) eleven stars . “ 4
’.” and the sun and the moon: I saw them prostrating themselves unto me

Commentary: verse 4

A Wonderful Dream and Difficulties Lead to Victory

This Holy Sura cites the profound and guiding role of extraordinary and meaningful

Yusuf’s dream which herald the beginning of worldly difficulties and the inevitability of

.his eventual victory

The Qur’ān starts the story of Yusuf with an extraordinary and meaningful dream.
This dream is, in fact the first in a number of important episodes that had far reaching

.effects in the epic life of Hadrat Yusuf

One early morning when he was still very young, Yusuf excitedly went to his father to

tell him about an experience, which, although on the surface did not seem very

important, nevertheless seemed too vivid and extraordinary to keep to himself. Yusuf

told his father that he had had a dream where eleven stars descended from the sky,
:followed by the sun and the moon and all lay prostrate before him. The verse says

When, Yusuf said to his father: ‘O my father! Verily I did see (dreamt) eleven stars “ 
’.” and the sun and the moon: I saw them prostrating themselves unto me

According to Ibn Abbas, the famous Islamic commentator, Yusuf had this dream the

night before Friday which coincides with (Laylat-ul-Qadr) the night when destinies are

.determined
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It is evident, of course, that the objective meaning of ‘prostration’ here is ‘humility

and modesty’, else, prostration of people in the ordinary form unto sun and moon and

.stars is meaningless

According to the Late ‘Allāmah Tabātabā’ī in Al-Mīzān, his commentary of the Qur’ān,
the story of Yusuf begins with a dream which brings him good tidings and gives him

hope about the future, thus enabling him to pursue a divine course with patience and

.perseverance

Yusuf is the eleventh child of Hadrat Ya‘qūb born after Benjamin. With the exception

of Benjamin, his other brothers were born from a different mother. Hadrat Ya‘qūb

was the son of ’Is-hāq who was the son of ’Ibrāhīm. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been

narrated who said: “Al-karīm ibn-il-karīm-ibn-il-karīm, Yusuf ibn Ya‘qūb-ibn-’Ishāq-
ibn-’Ibrāhīm.” This is: ‘A noble man, the son of a noble man; Yusuf the son of Ya‘qūb,

.’ the son of ’Is-hāq, the son of ’Ibrāhīm

The dreams of the men of Allah are of different types. Sometimes they require

interpretation, like that of Hadrat Yusuf, and at other times they require no

interpretation being identical with reality, like the dream of Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm who was

.ordered to sacrifice ’Ismā‘īl

:The sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says about dreams and dreaming

Dreams are of three types: They are either tidings from Allah or they are sorrows“
.” from Satan, or they are composed of the daily concerns that man dreams about

The Late ‘Allamah in his Tafsīr Al-Mīzān says that there are three worlds: The natural

.or physical world, the world of symbols or ideas, and the intellectual world

The human spirit, because of its subjective and non material nature, can

communicate with the two other worlds in
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the dream and, according to the level of its capacity and potentiality, it may perceive

some facts. If the spirit is perfected, it comprehends reality in a pure and translucent

.context

If it has not reached the final stages of perfection, the reality would present itself to

soul’s consciousness clothed in different forms. For example a lion would come to

symbolize courage, a fox would mean fraudulence and a mountain could mean

exaltedness in our dreams, knowledge would be presented as a light, marriage in the

form of clothing and ignorance as darkness. Those who see things in their dream are

:divided into three groups

The first group comprises those who possess perfected souls which are completely

detached from the material world and, after their physical senses go to sleep, they

enter a relationship with the world of the intellect where they apprehend realities

which they perceive from the other world. (A somewhat relevant example is like that

of a television whose antennae receive broadcast signals from far distant places from

atop mountains and hills). Such dreams are received directly and are not clothed in

.symbolism, thus they require no interpretation

The second group are those who are in an intermediate spiritual state, their dreams

also depict reality, but they are accompanied by imagined accumulations and

resemblances which require a commentator to explain and clarify the subject of the

.dream

The dreams of the third group are the dreams of those whose souls are so upset and

.unstable that their dreams make no sense

Such dreams cannot be interpreted, for they have no relationship with reality. In the

’. Qur’ān, such dreams are regarded as /adqāθu ’ahlām/ ‘confused dreams
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The Qur’ān has named some dreams as those which have proven to be true and

:became fulfilled; as follow

A- The dream of Hadrat Yusuf (a.s.) regarding the prostration of eleven stars, the sun

and the moon which was interpreted as his rise to power and the reverence with

.which his brothers and his parents would treat him

B- The dream of the two prisoners who were companion inmates with Yusuf, that

.later one of whom was freed and the other was executed

C- The dream of the Egyptian king of a fat cow being eaten by a thin one which was

.interpreted as the occurrence of famine and drought after affluence

D- The dream of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) about the small number of pagans in
the Battle of Badr which was interpreted as the defeat of the pagans at the hands of

:the Islamic army. The Qur’ān in this regard says

(Remember) when Allah showed them to you as few in your dream …”(1 “)

E- The dream of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) about the entry of the Muslims into the

Masjid ul Harām with shaved heads, which was interpreted as the conquest of Mecca

by the Muslims and their pilgrimage to the House of Allah. Concerning it, the Qur’ān

(says: “Certainly Allah had shown to his Apostle the dream with truth;…”(2

F- The dream of the mother of Hadrat Moses who had placed her infant in a box and

cast it into the water. The Qur’ān says: “When We revealed to your mother what was
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(revealed;” “Saying: ‘put him into a chest, then cast it into the river,…”(1

The Islamic quotations confirm the view that the word ‘revelation’ in this verse

”. signifies “dream

G- Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm’s dream of sacrificing of his son ’Ismā‘īl (mentioned in Sura As-
Safāt, No. 37, verse 102). Which says: “… he said: ‘O my son! Verily I have seen in a

, …” dream that I should sacrifice you

So, as was mentioned earlier, the Qur’ān begins the story of Yusuf by narrating his

extraordinary and meaningful dream, for this wonderful dream is considered the first

.highlight of his adventurous life

****
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نٌیِبُم ٌّودُعَ  نِاسَنلإِِل  نَاطَْیَّشلا  َّنإِ  اًدْیکَ  کََل  اودُیکِیَفَ  کَِتوَخْإِ  یلَعَ  كَایَؤْرُ  صْصُْقتَ  َّینَُبایَ لاَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 5﴿

He (Jacob) said: ‘O my (little) son! Do not relate your vision to your brothers, lest . “ 5
’.” they devise a plot against you: for Satan is to man a manifest enemy

Commentary: verse 5

One of the principles of life is keeping other people’s secrets. If the Muslims had put

into practice what has been implied in this verse, our vast capital and potentialities,
our manuscripts and scientific works, our works of art and antique objects would not

have been found in foreign museums. Foreigners would not be spying on us under the

cover of being experts, diplomats and tourists, and they would not have become

.aware of our resources and assets

Our naivety could not have been so easily used by their treachery to make our secrets

.easily available to those who are constantly ready to play dirty tricks against us

Hadrat Yusuf (a.s.) told his father his dream away from the presence of his brothers.
This behavior shows a remarkable perceptiveness on Yusuf’s part which definitely did

not escape Ya‘qūb. The sun, the moon and eleven stars in prostration before his son,
what did it all mean? Ya‘qūb briefly pondered over the vision and then it became clear

to him. Certainly, the moon and the sun represented Yusuf’s mother and himself, and

.the eleven stars represented his brothers

The dream foretold that his son’s prestige and position would be so elevated that the

stars in the sky, the sun and the moon will bow to kiss his threshold. He will be so

exalted in
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rank and position that celestial beings will be subservient to him. It was a fantastic,
!fabulous, and interesting dream

Therefore with a mixed feeling of anxiety and happiness, he responded his son not to

tell his brothers about his dream for they would scheme dangerous stratagems

:against him. The verse says

He (Jacob) said: ‘O my (little) son! Do not relate your vision to your brothers, lest they “ 
’.” devise a plot against you: for Satan is to man a manifest enemy

I know that Satan is an open enemy to man. He is looking for a pretext to start playing

his dirty tricks to win him over, inciting him to envy and avarice and even entangle

.” brothers in quarrels

:Explanations

It is necessary that parents be knowledgeable about the likes and dislikes as well as . 1
.attitudes of their children so that they may be able to guide them effectively

In order to make a sound prediction about cases, which have significant problems . 2
or sensitivities, voicing one’s suspicions or fears or unveiling certain characteristics,

.may prove useful

All data and information must be categorized and confidential data should be

separated from none confidential ones. Do not tell everyone everything. Do not

provide grounds for envy, for the envy of the brothers prepared the way for the

.realization of Satan’s hostility towards Yusuf

****
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لُْبقَ نِم  کَْیوََبأَ  یلَعَ  اهََّمتَأَ  آمَکَ  بَوقُْعیَ  لِاءَ  یلَعَوَ  کَْیلَعَ  هُتَمَْعِن  ُّمِتُیوَ  ثِیدِاحَلاَا  لِیوِأْتَ  نِم  کَمُّلعَُیوَ  کَُّبرَ  کَیبتَجْیَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  ﴾ 6﴿

مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  قَاحَسْإِوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ 

And thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of sayings . “ 6
(dreams), and perfect His favor to you and to the posterity of Jacob, even as He

perfected it to your fathers Abraham and Isaac aforetime! Verily your Lord is All-
.” knowing, All-wise

Commentary: verse 6

Prophets are the appointees of Allah, and their selection is based upon Divine

knowledge. The positions of prophecy and divinely guided government carry a great

.deal of blessings

Interpreting dreams imply the deciphering and realization of their meanings. The

Arabic term /ahādīθ/ is the plural of /hadīθ/ which means narrating an event. As man

recounts his dream for others, the word /ahādīθ/ is also applied to dreams as well.
’. Therefore, /ta`wīl-ul-ahādīθ/ denotes ‘the interpretation of dreams

Hadrat Ya‘qūb (a.s.) interprets his son’s dream for him in this verse, foretelling his

future. However, this wonderful dream was not merely telling the magnitude of

Yusuf’s position in an apparent and material sense. It also indicated that he would

attain the rank of prophecy and an elevated celestial position in the future as well, as

.indicated in the prostration of the celestial beings to him

:Thus, his father Ya‘qūb said: as follows
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And thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the interpretation of sayings “ 
(dreams), and perfect His favor to you and to the posterity of Jacob, even as He

perfected it to your fathers Abraham and Isaac aforetime! Verily your Lord is All-
.” knowing, All-wise

Among the lessons drawn from these verses is the lesson concerning keeping

particular secrets which must be observed even sometimes against brothers. There

are always instances of secrets in man’s life which, when unveiled, may disrupt his

.future or endanger his society

Therefore, refraining from divulging secrets is one of the signs of fortitude and will

power of a person. In a tradition attributed to Imam Sādiq (a.s.) we read: “Your

.” secrets are just like your blood which must only be circulated within your own veins

****
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Section 2

Point

Yusuf suffers the treatment of his brothers

Brothers of Joseph plot – Joseph drown into a dry well – Joseph picked up by a

.caravan and sold as a slave for a paltry price

نَیِلِئآَّسلِل تٌایَاءَ  هِِتوَخْإِوَ  فَسُوُی  یِف  نَاکَ  دْقََل  ﴾ 7﴿

Certainly there are signs (of Allah’s sovereignty) in (the story of) Yusuf and his . “ 7
.” brothers for the inquirers

Commentary: verse 7

There are numerous signs of Allah’s omnipotence at work in the life history of Hadrat

Yusuf, each of which is an advice and a didactic lesson for the seeker of Truth. Among

:these Signs we can cite

.Hadrat Yusuf’s very sophisticated dream . 1

.The science of the interpretation of dreams . 2

.Ya‘qūb’s awareness of the future of his son . 3

.Yusuf’s remaining safe at the bottom of the well . 4

.Becoming blind and then regaining sight . 5

.From being abandoned at the bottom of a well and becoming high, exalted . 6

.Being put in prison and finally to acceding power and government . 7

.Being cleared off all accusations and hearing accusations of corruption . 8

.Parting and reunion . 9
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.Servitude and accession to power . 10

.Choosing prison over being polluted with sin . 11
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.Having the upper hand yet impelled to forgive wrong done to oneself . 12

Along with the above signs, there are certain questions which can be raised, the

:answers to which illustrate the way to a decent life

?How does man’s envy lead him to fratricide

?How can ten individuals engage in a conspiracy for treason

?How does Yusuf spare punishing his criminal brothers while having the upper hand

How man can prefer prison to pollution by sin and the pleasures of committing sin,
?when thinking of Allah

This Sura was revealed when the sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was economically and

socially besieged and this story provided great comfort for him. It meant that if some

of his relatives did not believe and support him, he should not have worried for the

brothers of Yusuf had thrown him down a well. The most important verses of this Sura

are those which deal with the domination of the Divine power over man-made

conspiracies. They threw Yusuf into the well in order to become dearer to their father

but they became hated. Doors were closed in order to pollute him with sin, but his

chastity and innocence were well demonstrated in this trying circumstance. Neither

did the well, servitude, prison, palace life, or any of these conspiracies exert the

.slightest influence on Allah’s Will

At any rate, it is from here that the entanglement of the brothers with Yusuf first

:starts, and didactic lessons can be gleaned from the story. It says

Certainly there are signs (of Allah’s sovereignty) in (the story of) Yusuf and his “ 
.” brothers for the inquirers
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What lesson might be more instructive than this? One finds a group of powerful

individuals with well calculated strategies, through envy trying their utmost to kill a

seemingly weak person. In the end all their plans turn against them making it possible

for him to be elevated to a position of influence, governing a vast territory with

everyone bowing before him instead! This shows that when Allah’s will is at work, His

.plans may be implemented by even the opponents of those plans

This denotes that a truly faithful believer is never left alone and even if the whole

world were to unite for his extermination, he would not even suffer the slightest injury

.if the will of Allah does not desire such

****

p: 375

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4360 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نٍیِبُّم لٍلاضَ  یفَل  اَناَبأَ  َّنإِ  هٌبَصْعُ  نُحَْنوَ  اَّنِم  انَیِباَ  یَلإِ  ُّبحَأَ  هُوخُأَوَ  فُسُوُیَل  اوُلاقَ  ذْإِ  ﴾ 8﴿

When they said: ‘Verily, Yusuf and his brother (Benjamin) are dearer to our father . “ 8
’.” than we, while we are a (strong) group. Verily, our father is in manifest error

Commentary: verse 8

Hadrat Ya‘qūb had 12 sons, two of whom (Yusuf and Benjamin) were of the same

mother and the rest from another mother. Ya‘qūb’s interest in Yusuf (because of his

young age or because of his virtues) made his brothers envy him. They not only

envied him but also by saying: /wa nahnu ‘usbatun/ “while we are a (strong) group”
made it clear that they were arrogant in spirit and, because of this, they accused their

:father of being mistaken and deviated in his focus of affection. The verse says

When they said: ‘Verily, Yusuf and his brother (Benjamin) are dearer to our father “ 
. …” than we, while we are a (strong) group

Many of those who are at comparatively lower rungs of position and rank in society

try to degrade those who rank higher in society in order to compensate for their own

.shortcomings

There are differences between the words, discrimination and differentiation, the

former implies attaching importance to someone over others for no justified reason

and the latter refers to distinguishing on the basis of ones abilities and conditions. For

example, a physician’s prescriptions or a teacher’s marks differ since they must vary

in accordance with
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the rules which are not of an oppressive nature. However, Yusuf’s brothers

.considered Ya‘qūb’s love as one that had no good reason

:Explanations

.If the children feel that they are discriminated against, their envy will be aroused . 1

Discrimination among one’s children will decrease their love towards their parents . 2

.The exercise of power does not engender love . 3

Envy crossed the frontiers of fatherhood and prophecy hence the brothers . 4
attributed deviation and injustice to their father who was, at the same time, their

:prophet. The above verse says

’.” Verily, our father is in manifest error “… 

To be loved is an inherent need of man. Lack of love and affection of others is one of . 5
.the greatest sufferings of man

****
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نَیحِِلاصَ اًموْقَ  هِدِْعَب  نِم  اوُنوکُتَوَ  مْکُیِبأَ  هُجْوَ  مْکَُل  لُخْیَ  اًضرْأَ  هُوحُرَطْا  وِأَ  فَسُوُی  اوُلُتْقا  ﴾ 9﴿

Slay you Yusuf, or cast him out to some (far) land, (so that) your father’s attention . “ 9
may be given on you (exclusively), and you may be after that (by repentance) a

.” righteous people

Commentary: verse 9

With respect to Divine favors, man has four options: to be jealous, to be stingy, to be

self – sacrificing, and to be envious of others. If he enjoys a blessing and is happy that

others do not enjoy it as well, this is a case of stingy, this is also the case if he does not

enjoy a blessing and is glad that others do not enjoy it as well which is jealousy. If he

lets others benefit from a blessing he enjoys and is not concerned whether he would

be deprived of it in the process, this is a case of self–sacrifice. If he thinks that others

enjoy a blessing and he doesn’t and he wishes that he enjoys that blessing too, this is
.envy

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “I sometimes express my affection towards some of my

children, seating them on my lap even though they do not merit all that love, so that

they do not become envious of my other children, and the adventures of Yusuf be

(repeated once more.”(1

The feeling of envy, however, eventually led the brothers to conspire with each other.
They proposed two schemes, either to kill Yusuf or to send him off to a far distant land

so that the love
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:and attention of their father would be evenly distributed among them. The verse says

Slay you Yusuf, or cast him out to some (far) land, (so that) your father’s attention “ 
(, …” may be given on you (exclusively

It is true that they might have trouble with their consciences having condescended to

committing such a crime against their brother. However, they thought that it might be

possible to compensate for this sin and repent afterwards. The holy verse continues

:saying

.” and you may be after that (by repentance) a righteous people “… 

This sentence reveals the fact that they had feelings of guilt for having committed

such a barbarous act and were afraid of Allah at the bottom of their hearts. However,
the important problem in question lies in the fact that discussing repentance before

the commission of a sin is in actual fact a satanic strategy to cheat one’s own

conscience and keep a channel open with Allah, hence, the person in question is not

.really repenting and by no means it is a reason for his regret

:Explanations

Dangerous thoughts lead man to perform dangerous acts and jealousy leads man . 1
.to such great sin that he will even be prepared to commit fratricide

Man seeks popularity and affection, the lack of which leads to the most dangerous . 2
.kinds of behaviors and deviations

Although the holy Qur’ān makes the acquisition of popularity and affection upon . 3
having faith and righteous conduct, Satan makes it the reward for killing one’s

.brothers

The jealous person thinks that if others are killed or removed, all the blessings will . 4
.be given to him
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Satan, by holding out the probable possibility of future repentance, opens up the . 5
.gate for man to commit sin in the present

Being knowledgeable and being aware does not always imply that one has . 6
.distanced him from deviation

Despite the fact that Yusuf’s brothers knew and believed that killing their brother was

.an evil act it did not stop them from committing it

****
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نَیِلعِافَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  هِرَاَّیَّسلا  ضُْعَب  هُطْقِتَْلیَ  بّجُْلا  تَِبایَغَ  یِف  هُوقُْلأَوَ  فَسُوُی  اوُلُتْقتَ  مْهُْنِم لاَ  لٌِئآقَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 10﴿

Said a speaker among them: ‘Do not slay Yusuf, and if you must do it, throw him . “ 10
’.” into the bottom of the well (so that) some caravan (of travelers) may pick him up

Commentary: verse 10

The Arabic term /jubb/ means a kind of well in which stones have not been used in its

.construction

The word /qayābat/ also refers to a platform on the wall of a well near the water

.which cannot be seen from above the wall

Among his brothers, there was one who was more intelligent and had a conscience

that was superior to that of the others. He opposed the conspiracy to murder Yusuf

and the plan to send him into exile to a far distant land, as there was the fear that he

might die in the process. He offered another contingency plan suggesting that they

should not kill Yusuf, but put him down a well in such a way as to leave him in safety,
which would enable travelers, passing by in their caravans to pick him up and take him

with them, thus putting a distance between him and themselves and from the eyes of

:their father. The verse says

Said a speaker among them: ‘Do not slay Yusuf, and if you must do it, throw him into “ 
’.” the bottom of the well (so that) some caravan (of travelers) may pick him up

Another important lesson drawn from this story is how a man’s jealousy can provide

him with ways of entangling himself in very serious problems, and how, if this

outrageous
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.feeling is not controlled, it would involve not only oneself but others as well

It is for this very reason that in Islamic traditions various ways and techniques have

:been suggested to fight this abhorrent evil. Here are some examples

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been quoted who said: “Allah dissuaded Musa Ibn Imrān

from being jealous, saying to him: ‘The jealous person is furious about the blessings I
have bestowed upon My servants and hinders the distribution of those shares which I
have allocated for My servants. He who does so does not belong to Me nor do I belong

’.” to him

And a tradition quoted from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “The faithful may be envious but

.are never jealous

.” However, a hypocrite exhibits his jealousy but does not envy

This part of the story teaches us that parents should be extraordinarily vigilant as to

how they express affection towards their children, for it sometimes happens that a

simple expression of love towards one child can create such an inferiority complex in
another that it would incite him to engage in all kinds of ill conduct. The other child

could feel so intensively rejected that he would be ready to assassinate his brother’s
.character, not recognizing any kind of boundary

Even if he is not in a position to show the appropriate reaction, he would keep all his

troubles to himself, blaming himself inwardly, which can contribute to the occurrence

.of mental problems

Some Traditions Concerning Jealousy

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Do not be jealous, do not perform acts of ( 1
hostility, do not back-bite or
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(gossip, stay as Allah’s sheep, and act in a brotherly manner towards each other.” (1

Also, he (p.b.u.h.) said: “The only thing which I am most afraid of about my Ummah is ( 2
the multiplication of wealth, for people will become jealous and consequently kill each

(other.” (2

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told his companions one day: “Beware that the disease of ( 3
the former nations has afflicted you. That disease is jealousy which does not wipe out

(the hair, but it can make one lose his religion.”(3

Ali (a.s.) said: “A jealous person is always in discomfort and pain, even though his ( 4
(body may be healthy.”(4

Ali (a.s.) also said: “Remove jealousy from your heart for jealousy is an exhausting ( 5
(and exasperating disease.”(5

(Amir ul Mu’minīn Ali (a.s.) said: “Jealousy is the worst of diseases.”(6 ( 6

Ali (a.s.) said: “Stop being jealous and stop bearing grudges for they disrupt one’s ( 7
”. religion and bring man to destruction

(Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Be in awe of Allah and do not feel jealous of one another.”(7 ( 8

(Ali (a.s.) said: “Jealousy makes one’s life bitter and dark.”(8 ( 9

Amir ul Mu’minīn Ali (a.s.) in a Tradition said: “Jealousy is a cureless disease which ( 10
will not disappear except
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with the annihilation of the jealous person or when the one of whom others are

(jealous has passed away.”(1

Ali (a.s.) said: “The misfortunes of this world and the next is a consequence of one’s ( 11
(jealousy.”(2

Amir ul M’uminīn Ali (a.s.) said: “The faithful will neither do flatter nor is jealous, ( 12
(save when they are seeking knowledge.”(3

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) quoting his father, said: “A man who has stinginess, jealousy and ( 13
(fear within him is not a faithful believer.”(4

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has been quoted as saying: “Jealousy wears away one’s faith the ( 14
(same way as fire consumes wood.”(5

****
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نَوحُصِانََل هَُل  اَّنإِوَ  فَسُوُی  یلَعَ  اَّنمَأْتَ  کََلامَ لاَ  اَناَبأَ  آیَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 11﴿

نَوظُِفاحََل هَُل  اَّنإِوَ  بْعَْلیَوَ  عْتَرْیَ  اًدَغَ  انَعَمَ  هُْلسِرْأَ  ﴾ 12﴿

They said: ‘O our father! What cause is with you that you do not trust us with . “ 11
?’” Yusuf, and verily we are his sincere well-wishers

Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, and verily we shall take . “ 12
.” every care of him

Commentary: verses 11-12

Jealousy makes one commit such sins as lying and playing dirty tricks even upon the

most favorite of one’s kin. After they had agreed on the final plot to throw him into the

well, the brothers fell to thinking about how to separate Yusuf from his father. They

came up with another idea. They came to their father, disguising their true intentions

on their faces, and with an innocent tone of voice, they told him why he did not

temporarily separate himself from Yusuf, and let him be with them instead. They

inquired why Jacob did not trust them with Yusuf to look after their little brother. The

:verse says

They said: ‘O our father! What cause is with you that you do not trust us with Yusuf, “ 
?’” and verily we are his sincere well-wishers

Yusuf’s brothers urged the father to send the young boy with them to take him

outside the town to play and to take benefit of the fresh air and fruits there. They also

:mentioned that they would take care of him. The verse says

Send him with us tomorrow to enjoy himself and play, and verily we shall take every“
.” care of him
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The father was put in an awkward position; if he refused their suggestion, it would

make his secret distrust of the brothers public. On the other hand, Yusuf was

.attracted by the idea of going out for the recreation and excitement outside the town

:Points to Note

Man needs recreation and exercise, and, as one notices in this verse, the strongest

argument which persuaded Ya‘qūb to submit to the wishes of his children, was that

.Yusuf needed recreation

It is mentioned in the Islamic narrations that the believer must allocate a certain

period for recreation so that he would be able to succeed in his other affairs.(1)
Therefore, recreation and healthy sports are not only allowable in Islam, but they are

also highly recommended. However, the enemies of Allah in the past, present and in
the future, seek to deviate recreation and sports from their healthy role and separate

the youth from their true objectives. Thus, the youth take sports too seriously

regarding something recreational as a serious competitive matter, consuming

.energies that could be put to better and more creative use

Worldly oppressors and plot makers not only misuse sports, but also under any other

agreeable and acceptable subject, they always pursue their evil aims. With the name

of diplomat, they send the most dangerous spies to different countries. Under the title

of military consolers, they plot and obtain the military secrets. By the name of

human’s rights, they support their hired patrons. With the excuse of medicine, they

.send arms for their supporters, and so on
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نَوُلِفاغَ هُْنعَ  مُْتنأَوَ  بُْئذّلا  هُلَکُأْیَ  نأَ  فُاخَأَوَ  هِِب  اوُبهَذْتَ  نأَ  یِنُنزُحْیََل  یّنإِ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 13﴿

نَورُسِاخََل اًذإِ  آَّنإِ  هٌبَصْعُ  نُحَْنوَ  بُْئذّلا  هُلَکَأَ  نِْئَل  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 14﴿

He said: ‘Verily it saddens me that you should take him away, and I fear lest the . “ 13
’.” wolf devour him while you are heedless of him

They said: ‘If the wolf were to devour him while we are a (strong) group, then we . “ 14
’.” should be losers

Commentary: verses 13-14

The father was aware of his children’s jealousy and this was why he told Yusuf that

he should not recount his dream to his brothers. However Jacob (a.s.) did not make

any mention of their jealousy, on the contrary, he raised the issue of the wolf and

.their probable neglect of Yusuf as a pretext

Therefore, in response to their suggestions and without accusing them of any

possible wrong doing, he said that he would be saddened if they took him with them,
because in the surrounding area there might be fierce wolves, which might probably

attack and eat his son while they might be busy having fun, and neglect him. The

:verse says

He said: ‘Verily it saddens me that you should take him away, and I fear lest the wolf “ 
’.” devour him while you are heedless of him

****

Certainly, the brothers had no clear answer for the first reason which their father had

given, for Yusuf’s departure was
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such a sorrowful event to the father that they could not compensate by any means. It

.is quite possible that this statement might have enflamed their jealousy even more

On the other hand, the father’s answer, from a different perspective, indicated that

eventually a child had to be separated from his father for the sake of his own

.development

They could not and did not give an answer to the first reason, instead. They focused

their attention on the second reason which was more important to their plans. They

said that they were a powerful group, and it would be they who would be at a

disadvantage if a wolf had attacked him, because the wolf would have to eat them

first, therefore, this could never happen. In other words, they were never going to

allow wolves to eat any of their brothers and sit by and watch such a thing happen. At

any rate, they made their father submit to their demand through playing all kinds of

tricks and getting Yusuf excited about going by emphasizing the fun he would have.
:The verse says

They said: ‘If the wolf were to devour him while we are a (strong) group, then we “ 
’.” should be losers

It is interesting to note that just as Yusuf’s brothers utilized his inherent interest in

recreation in order to achieve their objectives, the enemies of truth and justice also

try to employ sports and recreation to poison the thinking of the new generation. We

must guard ourselves against those evil plots which the wolf–like superpowers

.employ under the guise of recreational activities for the youth

:Outstanding points

.Give your children independence

The paternal affection unto the child and defending him against probable dangers - 1
.are two principles, but the child’s independence is also another principle
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A lie must be avoided to be suggested because people may misuse it. The Prophet - 2
.” (p.b.u.h.) said: “Do not suggest a lie and do not open the way of pretext for lying

In Majma‘-ul-Bayān, it says that Ya‘qūb feared that the brothers might kill him though

he did not say this directly. He referred to them metaphorically as wolves, for he had

dreamed that wolves had attacked Yusuf. When Ya‘qūb had mentioned the word

“wolves” it occurred to them to use this as an excuse for their crime. The lesson here

is that one should be careful not to make it easy for others to misuse our words and

.actions

The Arabic word /‘usbah/ refers to a strong united group, and they protect each other

.on this basis

Sometimes grown people become disconcerted in the face of danger, but the youth

are proud of their strength and do not take danger seriously: /wa nahnu ‘usbatun/.
.While the father was anxious, the children were proud of their strength

****

p: 389

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4375 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَورُعُشْیَ مْهُوَ لاَ  اذَهَ  مْهِرِْمأَِب  مهَُّنئَّبنَُتَل  هِْیَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَوَ  بّجُْلا  تَِبایَغَ  یِف  هُوُلعَجْیَ  نأَ  اوعُمَجْأَوَ  هِِب  اوُبهَذَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 15﴿

So when they did take him with them, and they agreed to put him in the bottom of . “ 15
the well, and We revealed unto him: ‘You will certainly inform them of this deed of

’.” theirs while they know (you) not

Commentary: verse 15

At the sensitive times, Allah’s help comes unto the saints of Allah. The best means of

calmness for Yusuf, when he was at the bottom of well, was Allah’s inspiration due to

.his bright future and his deliverance

The brothers had gone to sleep that night, confident that their plot would go

according to their plan the following day. Their only anxiety was that their father

.might rue, and reverse his saying

The next morning they went to their father and he entrusted Yusuf to their care giving

them advice on how they should take care of their little brother. They expressed their

appreciation for the advice and, taking him up gently and respectfully in front of their

.father, set off with Yusuf

It is said that the father escorted them to the gates of the town and held Yusuf for the

last time, embracing him while drops of tears rolled down his cheeks. Then he

deposited him in their care and departed with a sorrowful heart. As long as they were

in sight of Jacob, they would fondle and caress Yusuf, pretending that they really

cared for him. But when they were out of sight of their father, they began beating and

kicking him, showing their true colors and jealousy of the little innocent boy. He

implored the protection of one brother from the other, but all were of one cruel mind.
((Majma‘-ul-Bayān
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In one narration it is said that when Yusuf was crying during their mistreatment of him

or when they were about to throw him into the well, he suddenly started laughing to

his brothers’ astonishment. Then he manifested the secret of this laughter and taught

then a great lesson when he said: “I shall never forget that once I used to be happy to

look at you, my powerful brothers with strong arms and extraordinary bodily strength.
I used to say to myself that I had no reason to worry about anything when I had so

many powerful companions to rely on. I was then sure of your protection and

confident in your support. Now, I am at your mercy, while I am being maltreated by

you I am seeking the protection of each you from the other and none of you may give

me any support. Allah has taught me the lesson that I must not rely upon anyone

.” except Him alone

At any rate, the Qur’ān says that they unanimously agreed to throw him into the well

and before this they inflicted as much tyranny and cruelty on him as was possible. It

:says

So when they did take him with them, and they agreed to put him in the bottom of “ 
, …” the well

To console him, it was revealed to Yusuf that he should not grieve for a day would

come when he would make them all aware of their evil designs while they did not

.recognize him

That was not a Divine revelation revealed as a prophet’s revelation, but it was an

aspiration to the heart of Yusuf. It was for Yusuf to know that he was not alone and

that he had guardians who took care of him. This revelation shone the light of peace

and hope on his heart, expelling the darkness of frustration and despair from his soul.
:The verse says

and We revealed unto him: ‘You will certainly inform them of this deed of theirs “… 
’.” while they know (you) not
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نَوکُْبیَ ءًآشَعِ  مْهُاَبأَ  اوءُآجَوَ  ﴾ 16﴿

.” And they came to their father at nightfall, weeping . “ 16

Commentary: verse 16

Crying is not always sincere nor a sign of honesty. Do not trust every type of crying

.and weeping

.Conspirators do not neglect to take into consideration the role of feelings and timing

Yusuf’s brothers had executed their plot flawlessly as they had planned and desired

.against him

Now, they had to think about their return, their father’s questions and how to make

him believe their lies. The lie they cooked up, which we will see later on in the

commentary on the next verse, was the very same fear which their father had

.expressed and predicted, proclaiming that Yusuf was eaten by wolves

The Qur’ān says that the brothers went to their father at night, crying. This kind of

crying is deceiving and pretentious which shows us that someone might cry without a
valid and honest reason and therefore we cannot conclude that someone is in trouble

:simply by looking at the tears in his eyes. The verse says

.” And they came to their father at nightfall, weeping “ 

:There are four types of weeping in the Qur’ān

The tears shed out of joy: Some Christians, when listening to the chanting of the - 1
Qur’ān used to shed tears. The Qur’ān says: “And when they hear what has been sent

down to the Messenger, you see their eyes overflowing with tears because of what

(they recognize of the Truth. …”(1
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The tears shed out of sorrow: For example, when some Muslims heard that it was - 2
not possible for them to join the advance forces of the army of the Sublime Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), they shed tears. The Qur’ān says: “…and their eyes overflowed with tears of

(sorrow, for they did not find that which they should spend.” (1

The tears shed out of fear: For example, whenever certain verses of the Qur’ān - 3
were read to the men of Allah, they would fall in prostration and cry. “…When the

revelations of the Beneficent (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell down

prostrating and weeping.”(2) In another occurrence the Qur’ān says: “And they fall

(down on their faces weeping, and it adds to their humility.”(3

Tears shed to deceive and mislead: An example of this is reflected in Yusuf’s - 4
brothers coming to Ya‘qūb, in tears, to try to falsely prove and convince him that a

.” wolf had torn apart the body of their brother. “…Weeping

****
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نَیِقدِاصَ اَّنکُ  وَْلوَ  انََل  نٍِمؤْمُِب  تَنأَ  آمَوَ  بُْئذّلا  هُلَکَاَفَ  انَعِاتَمَ  دَنعِ  فَسُوُی  انَکْرَتَوَ  قُِبتَسَْن  انَْبهَذَ  اَّنإِ  آَناَبأَ  آیَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 17﴿

They said: ‘O’ our father! Verily we went off racing and left Yusuf with our things; . “ 17
then the wolf devoured him. But thou will never believe us even though we be

’.” truthful

Commentary: verse 17

The brothers told three consecutive lies to justify their fault. They said they had gone

.tracing; they left Yusuf with their things and a wolf devoured him

Waiting impatiently to receive his beloved son, the father was struck with fear and

concern on seeing them return without Yusuf, he was afraid that his worst fears had

.been realized. Naturally, Ya‘qūb asked them why Yusuf had not returned with them

They said that they had gone racing (horse–riding and the like) and since Yusuf was

.too young and could not participate, they left him with their belongings

They were so occupied with racing that they forgot about everything else, even their

younger brother whom they had left looking after their things. It was at that time that

:the vicious wolf came and tore him apart. The verse says

They said: ‘O’ our father! Verily we went off racing and left Yusuf with our things; “ 
. …” then the wolf devoured him

This was the truth of the matter they said, but, they told their father that he would

never believe them, because Jacob had already predicted such a thing would happen,
:and thus he might regard their claims as a pretext. The verse says

’.” But thou will never believe us even though we be truthful “… 

p: 394

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4380 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


To explain Yusuf’s absence, as it was referred at the beginning, the brothers told

three consecutive lies: They left Yusuf with their belongings, they went off to race

.with each other, and the wolf came and ate him

:Traditions upon Lie

:There are numerous Islamic traditions about lying, a few of which are listed below

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: “Keep away from major sins, which consist of: Killing someone ( 1
the shedding of whose blood is forbidden, fornication, theft, lying, arrogance and

(extravagance.”(1

It is narrated from Allah’s Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: “Abstain from lying for it ( 2
(seduces (man) to commit sins which in turn lead him to Hellfire.”(2

Imam Hasan ‘Askarī (a.s.) has been quoted to have said: “All corruptions are ( 3
.(assembled in one house, the key of which is lying”(3

.That is, man’s lying leads him to commit other sins

The sublime Prophet told Abūthar Ghaffārī: “O’ Abūthar! Woe be unto him who tells ( 4
lies in order to make others laugh! Woe be unto him! Woe be unto him! Woe be unto

(him! Woe be unto him!”(4

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has been narrated who said: “Allah’s Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘The ( 5
(worst type of quotation is quoting a lie’.”(5
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Ali (a.s.) has said: “The end of telling a lie is self–blame and feeling sorry for ( 6
(oneself.”(1

The sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said to Ali (a.s.): “O Ali! abstain from lying, for it brings ( 7
(shame. Then one would be reported as a liar to Allah.”(2

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “He who bears false witness against a Muslim ( 8
or the person sheltered by Islam, or an individual in the society, would be hanged by

his tongue on the Day of Resurrection, and would be cast along with the hypocrites

(into the lowest level of Hell.” (3

Ali (a.s.) said: “The consequence of lying is meanness in this world and torment in ( 9
(the Hereafter.”(4

(The sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Lying is one of the gateways to hypocrisy.”(5 ( 10

****
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نَوفُصِتَامَ یلَعَ  نُاعَتَسْمُْلا  هَُّللاوَ  لٌیمِجَ  رٌْبصَفَ  اًرْمأَ  مْکُسُفُْنأَ  مْکَُل  تَْلَّوسَ  لَْب  لَاقَ  بٍذِکَ  مٍدَِب  هِصِِیمقَ  یلَعَ  اوءُآجَوَ  ﴾ 18﴿

And they brought his shirt with false blood on it. He said: ‘No, your (guilty) selves . “ 18
have made a matter light for you. (For me) patience is good; and Allah is He Whose

’.” help is to be sought against what you describe

Commentary: verse 18

Patience for Allah’s determinations is good. But how is it good that one has to keep his

patience in a situation where cruelty has been inflicted upon an innocent child, when

”? Jacob says: “for me patience is good

:An Answer to the Question

First, Ya‘qūb knew that Yusuf was still alive, because he knew this fact through

revelation. Secondly, if he behaved differently, he might have made them more

suspicious and they might then rush back to the hiding place, the well, and kill the little

.boy

The third point is that one should not act in such a way as to obstruct another’s way to

.repentance, even if that person is as cruel as those brothers were

.They brought Yusuf’s shirt to him, stained with false blood to prove that he was killed

However, as liars have poor memories, they had been neglectful to tear the shirt

apart in several places at least as would have been the case if he had been really

attacked by a wolf. They had simply taken it off and brought it to him. Ya‘qūb was

quite a perceptive and experienced man; he took one look at the shirt and understood

that the whole story had been made up. He bluntly told them that they were lying, that
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their selfish and egoistic passions had put them up to doing such a satanic and

:dreadful deed. The verse says

And they brought his shirt with false blood on it. He said: ‘No, your (guilty) selves “ 
. …” have made a matter light for you

In some narrations we read that he took the shirt and turned it inside out and asked:
“Why is it that I do not see any traces of the wolf’s teeth and claws on it?” According to

another narration, he took the shirt and covered his face with it and while he was

weeping, he said: “What kind of wolf was it that had eaten up my son but did not do

any damage to his shirt?” Then he lost consciousness and fell to the ground like a dry

piece of wood. Until late at night when the cold breeze of midnight caused him to

.recover his senses

Although he felt the burning anguish of the loss of his son at the bottom of his heart,
he never uttered a single word of ingratitude towards Allah. Instead he said he would

wait patiently, with the kind of patience that was beautiful and rely upon Allah. The

:verse continues saying

; …” For me) patience is good “… )

The hearts of the men of Allah are centers of compassion and it is not surprising that

when he separated from his son Ya‘qūb shed abundant tears for him which is natural.
Nevertheless, despite his emotional distress, he did not lose his self control, and did

.not say anything against the consent of Allah

Then Jacob remarked that he would ask Allah to help him for what they said and he

would seek Him to give him more ability so that he could stand firm in front of that

terrible storm and not to lose his self-control and not to pollute his tongue with any

:improper word. The verse in this regard says

’.” and Allah is He Whose help is to be sought against what you describe “… 

p: 398

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4384 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Explanations

The best type of patience is that in which, despite one’s profound sorrow and - 1
.ardent yearning, one does not forget Allah and relies upon Divine assistance

Satan, as well as the despotic soul, may present sin as something attractive to man - 2
.and provide a justification for him to commit that sin

Do not be duped by the deceptive pretensions of people. Ya‘qūb did not let himself - 3
be fooled by Yusuf’s blood–stained shirt and his brothers’ tears, rather he said: “No,

.” your (guilty) selves have made a matter light for you

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has been quoted as saying that when Yusuf was thrown down the - 4
well, Gabriel came to him and said: “What are you doing here?” He answered: “My

brothers have thrown me down this well.” Gabriel asked: “Do you want to be saved

from the well?” He answered: “It is Allah Who will take me out if He wishes.” He said:
“Your Lord has commanded that you recite this prayer, and you get out.” He asked:

:“What prayer?” He answered

Say: O’ Allah: I ask You Whose is all praise, and there is no god but You; You are the “
bestower of blessings (upon Your servants), the Creator of the heavens and the earth

and the Owner of Glory and Benevolence. I ask You to send Your blessings upon

Muhammad and his descendents and appoint the wherewithal for me to be saved

.” from the plight I am in

.However, as soon as a caravan of camels arrived, Yusuf was rescued from the well

****

p: 399

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4385 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَوُلمَْعیَ امَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هَُّللاوَ  هًعَاضَِب  هُوُّرسَاَوَ  مٌلاغُ  اذَهَ  يرَشُْب  ایَ  لَاقَ  هُوَْلدَ  یَلدْاَفَ  مْهُدَرِاوَ  اوُلسَرْاَفَ  هٌرَاَّیسَ  تْءَآجَوَ  ﴾ 19﴿

Then there came a caravan (of travelers). They sent their water-drawer (for . “ 19
water) and he let down his bucket. He said: ‘O’ good news! This is a youth.’ So they hid

.” him as a merchandise; while Allah is aware of what they do

Commentary: verse 19

Allah never leaves his sincere servants alone and saves them whenever they are

.entangled in hardships

He guided Noah to safety on the surface of water, he rescued Yūnus from underneath

the water, and He rescued Yusuf from the bottom of the well, the same way He saved

’Ibrāhīm from within the fire. He guided Moses to safety through the middle of the

sea, He protected Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) in the cave, and Ali (a.s.) during the night fixed

for the execution of the conspiracy (Laylat-ul-Mabīt), when he slept in place of the

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Whenever Allah wills, He acts and it is without the consent of man

For instance, Hadrat Mūsā (a.s.) went to fetch a fire, and returned with prophetic

revelations. The caravan also went to draw water to replenish their supply, in the

.process they saved Yusuf and returned with him

Due to Allah’s will, the ropes became a means for Yusuf to climb up from the bottom

of the well and ascend the throne. From this one should heed the things that can

happen through the rope of Allah. When those near to one do not provide the support

.needed, Allah provides that support using others

His brothers abandoned him, but a caravan of strangers arrived and
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gave him help. Yusuf had a hard time down there at the bottom of the well in that

terrible darkness, but his faith in Allah and the peace and comfort, which that faith

provided, gave him a ray of hope that made him tolerate that awful loneliness and

.thus remain unshaken throughout the ordeal

Allah knows how many days passed after this event, however, a caravan arrived and

stopped there to draw water, a primary need for the caravan in that arid climate.
They sent the man responsible for maintaining their water supplies to get the water

and he let his bucket down the well with a rope. From the bottom of the well Yusuf

saw the bucket with the rope coming down rapidly towards him, he seized this Divine

:opportunity and clung to the rope. The verse says

Then there came a caravan (of travelers). They sent their water-drawer (for water) “ 
. …” and he let down his bucket

The water–carrier felt his bucket over weighted and quickly hauled it up. As soon as

he brought it up, his eyes fell upon a handsome little boy. He exclaimed: “Good

tidings,” instead of water, it was a beautiful boy. Some members of the caravan also

took note but hid the news from the others in order to sell the boy as a slave in Egypt.
They said that that beautiful boy was given by the owner of the well in order that they

could sell him as a merchandise in Egypt. But Allah was well aware of what they were

:doing. The verse continues saying

He said: ‘O’ good news! This is a youth.’ So they hid him as a merchandise; while “… 
.” Allah is aware of what they do

****
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نَیدِهِاَّزلا نَِم  هِیِف  اوُناکَوَ  هٍدَودُْعمَ  مَهِارَدَ  سٍخَْب  نٍمَثَِب  هُوْرَشَوَ  ﴾ 20﴿

And they sold him for a small price, of a few dirhams counted out, and in him they . “ 20
.” had no interest

Commentary: verse 20

They sold Yusuf cheap, for a few dirhams. This is not so surprising, for a common rule

among thieves, or those who underhandedly acquire a valuable property, is to

promptly sell their easily gotten merchandise usually quickly, for the fear that others

:may become aware and apprehend them. The verse says

, …” And they sold him for a small price, of a few dirhams counted out “ 

Naturally, when someone intends to sell something in a hurry, he cannot obtain a fair

:price for his goods. At the end of the verse Allah says

.” and in him they had no interest “… 

****
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Section 3

Point

Yusuf’s firmness in piety

against the Great Temptation

Joseph purchased in Egypt – Joseph’s firmness in piety against the tempting

attraction from his Mistress – Joseph’s innocence proved by an argument

هُمَّلعَُنِلوَ ضِرْلأَا  یِف  فَسُوُیِل  اَّنَّکمَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  اًدَلوَ  هُذَخَِّتَن  وْأَ  آنَعَفَنیَ  نأَ  یسـَعَ  هُاوَْثمَ  یِمرِکْأَ  هِِتأَرَْملإِ  رَصـِْم  نِم  هُارَتَشْا  يذَِّلا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 21﴿

نَومُلَْعیَ سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  هِرِْمأَ  یلَعَ  بٌِلاغَ  هَُّللاوَ  ثِیدِاحَلاَا  لِیوِأْتَ  نِم 

And he of Egypt who bought him said to his wife: ‘Receive him honorably, maybe . “ 21
he will profit us, or we shall adopt him as a son.’ Thus did We establish Yusuf in the

land, and that We might teach him the interpretation of tales (dreams). And Allah is

.” predominant over His affair; but most people do not know

Commentary: verse 21

The adventurous story of Yusuf and his brothers, which culminated in them throwing

him down the bottom of the well, came to an end and a new chapter in the life of this

.small boy began in Egypt

Yusuf was eventually taken to Egypt and, according to the usual procedure, he was

put up for sale. Evidently he was seen as a valuable piece of property and was sold to

the ‘Aziz (the

Great One) of Egypt who enjoyed a high rank in the Pharaoh’s court, very much like

.the position of Prime Minister today
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The holy Qur’ān implies that the ‘Aziz of Egypt, who had bought him, told his wife to

receive Yusuf honorably and not treat him as a slave for he might be useful to them or

:else they could adopt him as their son. It says

And he of Egypt who bought him said to his wife: ‘Receive him honorably, maybe he “ 
.’ …” will profit us, or we shall adopt him as a son

One can conclude from this sentence that the ‘Aziz had no children and aspired to

have one. As soon as his eyes fell upon the beautiful and dignified boy, he was

.immediately attracted to him and thought that he could fill the role of a son for him

:Then the Qur’ān in this holy verse continues saying

, …” Thus did We establish Yusuf in the land “… 

After that, the verse also adds that this opportunity was made available in order to

:teach him the interpretation of tales. It says

(. …” and that We might teach him the interpretation of tales (dreams “… 

The “interpretation of tales” here signifies the art of interpreting dreams through

.which Yusuf could have access to any important secret of the future

:At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” And Allah is predominant over His affair; but most people do not know “… 

****
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نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا يزِجَْن  کَِلذَکَوَ  اًمْلعِوَ  اًمکْحُ  هُانَْیتَاءَ  هَُّدشُأَ  غَلََب  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 22﴿

And when he reached his prime (maturity), We gave him wisdom and knowledge. . “ 22
.” And thus do We reward the doers of good

Commentary: verse 22

The Arabic term /ašudda/ is derived from /šadd/ meaning a firm knot which, in this

verse, denotes bodily and spiritual development. This word is also sometimes used in
the Qur’ān to mean maturity, as in verse 34 of the Sura Al ’Isrā’, No. 17 which says: “Do

not approach the orphan’s property until he attains his maturity...”. Sometimes, the

term is used to mean attaining the age of forty as in verse 15 of the Sura Al Ahqāf No.
…” 46 where it says: “… until when he attains his maturity and reaches forty years

Sometimes it refers to the peak of one’s development and strength before old age as

in verse 67 in Sura Ghāfir No. 40 The Qur’ān says: “… then He brings you forth as a

 …” child, then that you may attain your maturity, then that you may be old

Gradually Yusuf became acquainted with the problems besetting this new

.environment which was in fact an important political center of Egypt

On the one hand, he would notice the fabulous palaces of the Egyptian aristocracy

with their unlimited wealth, and on the other, the misery of the slave market and the

suffering imposed upon the common people. At the same time he was engaged in

self–actualization and purification of his soul. The Qur’ān implies that Allah gave Yusuf

:wisdom and knowledge. The verse says

. …” And when he reached his prime (maturity), We gave him wisdom and knowledge “ 
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The purpose of employing the words /hukman wa ‘ilmā/ (wisdom and knowledge), in
the above verse, is that Allah had bestowed the rank of prophecy upon Yusuf as soon

as he had developed physically and spiritually. His physical maturity was crowned by

the gift of /hukm/wisdom, understanding, and the power of correct discrimination

which is free of egoistic influences and mistakes. The term ‘knowledge’ is employed

.here to mean the awareness which is associated with wisdom

The gifts of “hukm” and “‘ilm” were two valuable Divine favors which were bestowed

upon Yusuf for his virtue, patience, righteousness, and trust, since those sincere

believers who can control their restive desires in the field of struggle of soul are

divinely given some merits out of knowledge and sciences which are far beyond any

.material criteria

:The verse continues saying

.” And thus do We reward the doers of good “… 

****
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حُِلْفُی ـَلا  هَُّنإِ  يَاوَْـثمَ  نَسَحْأَ  یّبرَ  هَُّنإِ  هَِّللا  ذَاعـَمَ  لَاقـَ  کََـل  تَْیهَ  تَْلاقـَوَ  بَاوَْبـَلاا  تِقََّلغَوَ  هِسِْفَن  نعَ  اهـَِتْیَب  یِف  وَهـُ  یِتَّلا  هُْتدَوَارَوَ  ﴾ 23﴿

نَومُِلاَّظلا

And the woman, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him from his self and . “ 23
she closed the doors and said: ‘Come here’. He said ‘I seek refuge in Allah! Verily He is

’.” my Lord. He made good my abode. Verily the unjust do not prosper

Commentary: verse 23

Two possibilities have been advanced for the interpretation of the Qur’ānic phrase:
(. /’innahu rabbī ’ahsana maθwāya/ (verily He is my Lord. He made good my abode

.A- It is the Almighty, my Lord, Who has honored my position and I seek refuge in Him

B- The ‘Aziz is my lord who has honored me as his guest and he told you about me to

.give me a good abode, and I will not betray him

Both possibilities have their own advocates which they support with their own

documentations. We are of the opinion that the first theory is more acceptable, for

Yusuf did not commit sin because of his Divinely bestowed virtue, and not simply

because he was staying in the palace of ‘Aziz and that being indebted to him, he could

not violate the wife of ‘Aziz. Such a scenario requires much less virtue that that

required for the fear of Allah. Certainly, we see allusions made several times to the

word /rabbika/ in this Sura which refers to the ‘Aziz. However, the use of the term

/rabbī/, which is used in this sentence refers to Allah. Moreover, it is not in consonance

with
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Yusuf’s position and character to lower himself to such an extent to call the ‘Aziz

”. /rabbī/ “my lord

Not only had Yusuf attracted the ‘Aziz to himself with his Divine beauty and conduct,
but he had also completely conquered the heart of his wife, Zulaykha, as well. With

the passage of time, her love for him grew to great heights but Yusuf, who was

righteous and self–abstaining, thought of no one but Allah, and his heart was always

.filled with the love of Allah

Other factors also helped to inflame Zulaykha’s burning desire for him. On the one

hand, she was childless and lived a luxurious and aristocratic life, and on the other

hand, she had no domestic conflicts or problems in her life which left her with ample

time to engage in fantasy and plan schemes. Her weak faith and lack of ethical virtues

left her in the grip of her satanic lust and passions which eventually led her to decide

.to take action in order to realize the pleasure she was seeking

So, to obtain her wish and reaching her aim, she applied all means and methods she

could. By asking and requesting him, she tried to gain his heart and make him agree,
:as the Qur’ān says

 …” And the woman in whose house he was, sought, to seduce him from his self “ 

Finally, it came to her one day to entrap him in a secluded place in the house. She used

every possible means to tempt and excite him, putting on the most attractive clothing,
make up and the best scented perfumes. She set the scene so that to bring Yusuf to

.his knees

The Qur’ān says that she locked all the doors securely, telling him to come and take

:her. The verse says

.’ …” and she closed the doors and said: ‘Come here “… 
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Here was this very attractive woman, alone with him in a locked room, with no one

else aware of what was going on. Or so she thought that, by this circumstance, she

might make him understand that no one was able to penetrate into inside and he

.would not be worry

Yusuf saw the whole thing was wrong and sinful from the beginning, he was trapped,
it seemed that he had no other option open to him. To her insistent demands, when all

.” seemed lost, he simply replied, “I seek refuge in Allah

By saying this he both confessed to the oneness of Allah, and to the practical aspect of

this belief. All things being equal, how could he possibly have submitted to such a

request, while he was still living in the house of the ‘Aziz and eating from his generous

pocket, and who provided him with many favors regarding him in great esteem? The

:verse says

. …” Verily He is my Lord. He made good my abode “…

Yusuf continues saying whether that was not a manifest injustice and a treachery and

:certainly the unjust will not be prosperous. The verse says

.” Verily the unjust do not prosper “… 

:Messages

Do not leave young men alone in the houses where there are forbidden women who . 1
are not virtuous, since the situation may result in a passionate involvement with each

.other

Capital sins first begin gradually with lax rules of social intercourse and free . 2
.association

Therefore, shun association between forbidden men and women in secluded places

.as it paves the way for sinful behavior

The sin of adultery has been established as a sin throughout history, and it was for . 3
.this reason that Zulaykha securely fastened all the doors to the room
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The best kind of Islamic virtue is to keep oneself from committing sin for the sake of . 4
the favor, affection and right of Allah, and not because of the fear of scandal in this

.world or out of the fear of Hell Fire in the Hereafter

Every door might often be closed but the door for those seeking shelter with Allah . 5
.always remains open

.Keeping Allah in mind is a factor that hinders us from committing sin and error . 6

Adultery, fornication and conspiring against innocent youth are considered as . 7
.tyranny against oneself, one’s own spouse and the members of society

One must not obey any authority of any rank if it orders us to commit sins, because . 8
the immaculate Imam (a.s.) said: “Do not obey a created (man) in disobeying the

(Creator.”(1

.One moment’s sin puts a great distance between man and salvation . 9

****
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نَیصِلَخْ - مُْلا اَندِابَعِ  نِْم  هَُّنإِ  ءَآشَحْفَْلاوَ  ءَوُّسلا  هُْنعَ  فَرِصْنَِل  کَِلذَکَ  هِّبرَ  نَاهَرُْب  اءَرَ  نأَ  لآوَْل  اهَِب  َّمهَوَ  هِِب  تَّْمهَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 24﴿

And indeed she desired him, and he would have desired her if he had not seen the . “ 24
evidence of his Lord. Thus (it was) that We turned away from him evil and indecency.

(.” Verily he was (one) of Our chosen servants, (sincere and purified

Commentary: verse 24

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said that /burhānu rabbī/ (a Sign from my Lord), is identical with

the light of knowledge, certainty and wisdom which Allah has said in a phrase of the

previous verses: “We gave him wisdom and knowledge”, and whatever has been

mentioned in some narrations which claim that the “Sign from his Lord” means his

witnessing the face of his father or that of Gabriel does not have a firm chain of

.transmission

At any rate, if Divine assistance is absent, everyone is liable to commit mistakes.
.However, Allah protects His sincere subjects

The incident with the wife of the ‘Aziz is a very sensitive issue. The holy Qur’ān

indicates her powerful sensuality and attractiveness when it says that she was about

to seduce him and had it not been for Allah’s evidence which Yusuf had noticed, he

:would have fallen into her arms. The verse says

And indeed she desired him, and he would have desired her if he had not seen the “ 
. …” evidence of his Lord

Yusuf was a young man and not yet married, and he was confronting an extremely

exciting sexual situation for the first time, with all these frailties he would have

succumbed and given
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in, had it not been for the sake of Allah’s evidence. That is, had it not been for Allah’s
evidence, which means the essence of faith, piety, training, and, finally, the rank of

inerrancy, it seems that he would have succumbed to the temptation despite his core

.of faith, virtue and chastity

This interpretation has been concisely expressed in a noble narration from Imam Ridā

(a.s.) where Ma’mūn, the Abbasid caliph, asked the Imam: “Aren’t you one who

?” believes that the prophets are immaculate

”. He answered: “Yes

Then Ma’mūn asked: “Then what is the interpretation of this Qur’ānic verse, which

:says

And indeed she desired him, and he would have desired her if he had not seen the “ 
. …” evidence of his Lord

The Imam (a.s.) answered: “The wife of the ‘Aziz decided to gratify her desire with

Yusuf and were it not for the evidence of Allah which Yusuf witnessed, he would also

have decided the same way she had decided. However, he was an immaculate person

and such a person never intends to commit sin and never seeks to engage in sinful

(acts.(1

!” Ma’mūn said: “Well done O ’Abul Hassan

Let us turn to the commentary of the rest of the verse. The Glorious Qur’ān implies

that Allah (s.w.t.) showed Yusuf His evidence in order to divert him from evil and

:indecency, for he was one of His sincere and purified servants. The verse says

. …” Thus (it was) that We turned away from him evil and indecency “… 

:The reason for this was, as Allah says, that

(.” Verily he was (one) of Our chosen servants, (sincere and purified “… 
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In this verse, allusion is made to the fact that He had sent invisible Divine assistance

to rescue him from falling into evil and sin. This kind of Divine assistance, which comes

during moments of trouble and crisis, is not confined to the prophets, such as Yusuf.
They can also cover those sincere servants of Allah among ordinary people as well,

.who also deserve such favors

:Solemnity in Statement

One of the amazing things about the Qur’ān, which is also one of its miracles, is its

solemnity and its use of respectable language. That is, it never uses indecent words or

concepts. It’s speech is never in keeping with the ordinary and illiterate individuals, in
the environment of ignorance, but at the same time, it is accessible to all, using a

.language that the ordinary men and the intellectual can understand

Among all the biographies mentioned in the Qur’ān, there is only one real love story

.which is the story of Yusuf and Zulaykha

This story explains the ardent love of a beautiful sensual woman unto a handsome

.youth, but pure

However, the Qur’ān has beautifully combined precision in expression with solemnity

and chastity, and despite the fact that it talks about affairs of the heart, it has utilized

.the principles of piety, morals and respect without being paralysed in the process

****
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بٌاذَعَ وْأَ  نَجَسُْی  نأَ  َّلآإِ  اًءوسُ  کَِلهْاَِب  دَارَأَ  نْمَ  ءُآزَجَ  امَ  تَْلاقَ  بِابَْلا  يدََل  اهَدَّیسـَ  ایَفَْلأَوَ  رٍُبدُ  نِم  هُصَیمِقَ  تَّْدقَوَ  بَابَْلا  اقَبَتَسـْاوَ  ﴾ 25﴿

مٌیِلأَ

And they both raced to the door and she tore his shirt form the back. They both . “ 25
found her husband by the door. She said: ‘What is the punishment for him who intends

?’ ” evil to your wife save he be imprisoned or a painful chastisement

Commentary: verse 25

The Arabic word /’istibāq/ means one or several persons racing with each other; and

the term /qadda/ signifies to be torn apart lengthwise. The word /lafā’/ refers to the

.sudden finding of something

Yusuf’s firm resistance almost made Zulaykha lose hope. But Yusuf, who had won

against the restive low desires in the course of confrontation with that beautiful

woman who burned with desire for him, felt he would not be out of danger if he

remained in that situation, so he bolted for the door. Zulaykha, not to be

outmaneuvered, took off after him, as the verse indicates, they both raced towards

the door, and not being able to catch up to him, she reached out for his shirt to pull

him back and tore it from the back. Yusuf did eventually make it to the door, and, on

:opening it, they came face to face with the ‘Aziz. The verse says

And they both raced to the door and she tore his shirt form the back. They both “ 
found her husband by

. …” the door

The need to protect herself from scandal and the desire to punish Yusuf for rejecting

.her advances flooded her thoughts
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Putting on a specious face, she looked at her husband with a straight face and

accused Yusuf of having evil designs against her, and sought his punishment by prison

:or a grievous chastisement. The verse says

She said: ‘What is the punishment for him who intends evil to your wife save he be “… 
?’ ” imprisoned or a painful chastisement

****
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نَیِبذِاکَْلا نَِم  وَهُوَ  تْقَدَصَفَ  لٍُبُق  نِم  َّدُق  هُصُیمِقَ  نَاکَ  نإِ  آهَِلهْأَ  نِْم  دٌهِاشَ  دَهِشَوَ  یسِْفَن  نعَ  یِنْتدَوَارَ  یَهِ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 26﴿

He said: ‘She (it was who) sought to seduce me from my (pure) self,’ and a witness . “ 26
from her own family bore witness, ‘If it be that his shirt is torn from the front, then she

’.” speaks the truth and he is of the liars

Commentary: verse 26

Some narrations say that the witness was a child who, like Jesus (a.s.), spoke from

inside the cradle, but since this report is not well documented it cannot be

.disregarded

It might be better to think of the witness as one of the counselors of the ‘Aziz who was

a relative of his wife and who was fairly intelligent that, like ‘Aziz, saw the situation.
This “witness” however, did not actually witness the main event, because if he did

himself, he would not have used the conditional sentence and circumstantial evidence

to make a judgment, therefore the word “witness” is used to describe him as a

.referee

At first, Yusuf said nothing, and perhaps if the wife of the ‘Aziz did not speak out

accusing him with a flagrant lie, her reputation would not have been damaged by the

…” saying: “She it was (who) sought to seduce me

However, once she had made her accusations, Yusuf did not see any wisdom in

continuing to hold his tongue, he had to defend himself which meant disclosing the

truth where she was concerned, so he said that it was she who was the one who was

.doing the seducing

:The verse says
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He said: ‘She (it was who) sought to seduce me from my (pure) self,’ and a witness “ 
, …” from her own family bore witness

Obviously, it is hard to believe at first that the unmarried male slave in the prime of his

young manhood would be the one who was innocent and the older married woman

who was apparently noble, would be the one with the sinful character. Thus, there

would have been a greater tendency to accuse Yusuf in this connection than the wife

.of the ‘Aziz

As Allah is always an advocate of those who are upright and good, He would not allow

this pious abstemious man to be the object of false accusations. Thus, as the Qur’ān

says a witness from among her very own household suggested that the true culprit

would be determined by looking at the way the shirt was torn, that if it were torn from

:the front, it would indicate that she was right and he would be the liar. The verse says

If it be that his shirt is torn from the front, then she speaks the truth and he is of “… ‘
’.” the liars

****
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نَیِقدِاَّصلا نَِم  وَهُوَ  تَْبذَکَفَ  رٍُبدُ  نِم  َّدُق  هُصُیمِقَ  نَاکَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 27﴿

And if his shirt is torn from the back, then she tells a lie, and he is of the truthful . “ 27
(.” (ones

Commentary: verse 27

In the story of Yusuf, his shirt plays a decisive role. In one part of the story, his shirt,
being torn from behind, provides good evidence to prove his innocence and leads to

the establishment of Zulaykha’s guilt. This incident is a good example of the

application of criminological investigation in establishing guilt. In another part of the

story the shirt also plays a pivotal role, the fact that it was not torn apart by a wolf

indicated to the father that the brothers had played foul with Yusuf and had

fabricated a lie to cover it up. At the end of the story, the shirt once more plays a

.major part, becoming the means whereby the father regains his eyesight

However, generally the application of the proper methods of recognition of crime is

:necessary for finding the crime and the criminal. That was why the witness said

And if his shirt is torn from the back, then she tells a lie, and he is of the truthful “ 
(.” (ones

The witness was one of the relatives of the wife of the ‘Aziz, as indicated by the

phrase /min ahlihā/. He was a wise, knowledgeable and intelligent man, and it is said

that he had been one of the counselors and consultants of the ‘Aziz, who was

.accompanying ‘Aziz at that moment

****
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مٌیظِعَ َّنکُدَْیکَ  َّنإِ  َّنکُدِْیکَ  نِم  هَُّنإِ  لَاقَ  رٍُبدُ  نِم  َّدُق  هُصَیمِقَ  اءَرَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 28﴿

So when he (the ‘Aziz) saw his shirt was torn from behind, he said: ‘Verily it is of . “ 28
’.” the guile of you women! Truly, your guile is great

Commentary: verse 28

The Qur’ānic terms /kayda kunna/ (your guile) here means: ‘to accuse some guiltless

people while hiding one’s own guilt and swiftly dissociating it from oneself without

having the slightest anxiety’. The Qur’ān regards the Satan’s tricks as weak, but the

guile of women have been mentioned as great in this verse. According to the ‘Tafsīr-
us-Sāfī’, it is because the satanic guile is momentary, invisible and acted in a subtle

way, whereas the guile of women is acted along with delicacy, and affection, which

.are both focused and continuous

Allah sometimes accomplishes major tasks by means of some small things. For

example: ’Abraha was defeated by the birds of ’Abābīl; the life of the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) was saved because of a spider’s web; a crow was used to instruct a human

being (Cain) on how to bury a human being (Abel); the chastity of Mary was made

manifest through the infant’s talk, Yusuf’s innocence was proved by the tear in his

shirt; the faith of a country’s people was known through the messages of a bird

(Hoopoe); and finally, the People of the Cave were recognized through the kind of

their money. All of these incidents are examples of great occurrences divinely fulfilled

through objects and incidents that are otherwise seen as commonplace or

.insignificant

p: 419

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4407 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The ‘Aziz accepted the method proposed by the “witness” and gazed at Yusuf’s shirt.
He noticed that the shirt had been

torn from the back, and he remembered that he had never heard Yusuf tell a lie, even

once, he turned to his wife and said that this act was part of the guile of women, that

:their guile is indeed, very powerful. The verse says

So when he (the ‘Aziz) saw his shirt was torn from behind, he said: ‘Verily is of the “ 
’.” guile of you women! Truly, your guile is great

****
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نَیِئطِاخَْلا نَِم  تِْنکُ  کَِّنإِ  کِِبنذَِل  يرِفِْغتَسْاوَ  اذَهَ  نْعَ  ضْرِعْاَ  فُسُوُی  ﴾ 29﴿

O Yusuf! Overlook this matter; and you, (O my wife), ask forgiveness for your sin, . “ 29
.” for surely you are of the wrong-doers

Commentary: verse 29

At this moment, owing to his fear that the embarrassing event might come to light and

damage his prestige, the ‘Aziz saw it convenient to put an end to the whole affair by

keeping it quiet. Turning to Yusuf, he told him to forget about it, and turning to his

wife, he told her to repent and ask forgiveness for her sin, for she had definitely been

:the one who did wrong. The verse says

O Yusuf! Overlook this matter; and you, (O my wife), ask forgiveness for your sin, for “ 
.” surely you are of the wrong-doers

Another great lesson that this part of the story of Yusuf teaches us is that very

support of Allah, Who assists man in the most difficult states. According to His

statement which says: “… whoever is in awe of Allah, He will make for him an outlet,”
,(“And give him sustenance from whence he thinks not;…”(1

Allah caused Yusuf to be proved innocent by means of existence of the tear in his shirt

as an evidence. Yusuf’s shirt was also the same thing that one day manifested the lie
of Yusuf’s brothers before their father because of lack of tear in it, and again his shirt

was put over the face of Jacob when he
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regained his eye sight, and it was brought from Egypt to Kan‘ān and gave the glad

tidings to Jacob. However, Allah has some secret favours of which no one is aware.
When the breeze of this favour blows the affairs may change in a way that it is not

.predictable for any one, even for the most intelligent members

:Some Explanations

The ‘Aziz of Egypt wanted to cover up the incident, but the people of the world in all . 1
.centuries came to know about it in order for Yusuf’s innocence to be maintained

The ‘Aziz, typical for those among the affluent classes, had a lenient attitude . 2
.towards matters regarding chastity, and refrained from seriously chastising his wife

Non-godly leaders are usually not able to take a decisive stand towards their own . 3
.impure wives

A woman’s sexual relationship with any man other than her husband is illegitimate

.and indecent

****
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Section 4

Point

Yusuf prefers prison against

the Temptation

The chief’s wife proves the irresistible attraction of Joseph’s beauty – Joseph

imprisoned

نٍیِبُم لٍلاضَ  یِف  اهَارَنََل  اَّنإِ  اًّبحُ  اهَفَغَشَ  دْقَ  هِسِْفَن  نعَ  اهَاتَفَ  دُوِارَُت  زِیزِعَْلا  تُأَرَْما  هِنَیدِمَْلا  یِف  هٌوَسِْن  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 30﴿

And some women in the city said: ‘The wife of the ‘Aziz has sought to seduce her . “ 30
slave from his (pure) self; he has affected her with love. Verily we see her in manifest

’.” error

Commentary: verse 30

The term /šaqāf/ refers to the complications of the upper part of the heart, or of the

pericardium. It is said that the Qur’ānic phrase /šaqafahā hubban/ means that

someone’s love has intermingled with the heart of the beloved which, in turn,
.increases the intensity of the love

The incident between the wife of the ‘Aziz and Yusuf was a private affair, which the

‘Aziz had sought to cover up, but such affairs do not remain undisclosed for long,
especially when they occur in the palaces of kinds and dwellings of wealthy

aristocrats where rumor and hearsay abound. So finally the secret leaked out of the

palace. Some of the women of the city spread the rumor that the wife of ‘Aziz had

tried to seduce her slave, and that her love for him had overcome her
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:to the extent that it had conquered her entire heart. The verse says

And some women in the city said: ‘The wife of the ‘Aziz has sought to seduce her “ 
. …” slave from his (pure) self; he has affected her with love

:So they laid the blame squarely at her door, saying

’.” Verily we see her in manifest error “… 

Those women, who said this statement and blamed Zulaykha therewith, were a group

of Egyptian aristocratical women that, from the point of sensuality, were not so far

.from her

Since they had not have Yusuf, idiomatically, they were hypocritically prudish and,
.because of that love, considered the wife of ‘Aziz in manifest error

****
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هُنَْیأَرَ اَّملَفَ  َّنهِْیلَعَ  جْرُخْا  تَِلاقـَوَ  اًنیکّسـِ  َّنهُْنِم  هٍدَحـِاوَ  َّلکـُ  تْتَاءَوَ  أًکـََّتُم  َّنهَُل  تْدَتـَعْأَوَ  َّنهِْیَلإِ  تْلَسـَرْأَ  َّنهِرِکْمَِب  تْعَمِسـَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 31﴿

مٌیرِکَ کٌلَمَ  َّلاإِ  آذَهَ  نْإِ  اًرشََب  اذَهَ  امَ  هَِّلِل  شَاحَ  نَْلُقوَ  َّنهُیَدِْیأَ  نَْعَّطقَوَ  هَُنرْبَکْأَ 

So when she heard about their malicious talk, she sent for them and prepared a . “ 31
repast for them. Then she gave each one of them a knife, and said to him (Yusuf):
‘Come forth to them.’ When they saw him, they extolled him, and (in their

amazement) cut their hands and said (exclaimed): ‘Allah Blameless! This is not a

!’” human being. This is not other than a noble angel

Commentary: verse 31

When the wife of ‘Aziz became aware of the intrigue of the Egyptian women, she

.became very angry

Then she came up with an idea. She invited them to an elaborate party which she had

organized for them and gave each person a sharp knife to peel the fruit served. The

:verse says

So when she heard about their malicious talk, she sent for them and prepared a “ 
, …” repast for them. Then she gave each one of them a knife

From the sequence of events, one can readily infer that she did not care much for her

husband and was not afraid of him, so she had not learnt anything from the previous

.scandal

She then ordered Yusuf to come into the hall so that they could see his beauty for

:themselves and stop blaming her for what she did. The verse says

.’ …” and said to him (Yusuf): ‘Come forth to them “… 
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According to several narrations, when the eyes of the Egyptian women fell upon him

they were captivated by his unearthly beautiful stature and shining face. The verse

:says

When they saw him, they extolled him, and (in their amazement) cut their hands “… 
…”

They were so overwhelmed that they fell head over heels in love with him, which

profoundly embarrassed him. As soon as they saw how abstinent and chaste he was,
and his attractive eyes in his innocent face which had blushed from modesty and

shame clearly illustrated these facts, they all exclaimed that that young man had

never done anything wrong in his life, he was not an ordinary man, but was a sublime

:heavenly angel. The verse continues saying

and said (exclaimed): ‘Allah Blameless! This is not a human being. This is not other “… 
!’” than a noble angel

:Explanations

The Arabic term /hāšā/ means: ‘excepting, with the exception’. It was a custom in . 1
that time that when they wanted to know a person exempted from an indecency, at

.first they exempted Allah and then that person

The wife of ‘Aziz was quite politically astute, through the banquet she had arranged . 2
she caught the women unawares and was able to expose the vulnerabilities of the

.rivals in that locality

Talking about other people’s problems is not always a show of compassion. It can . 3
.be the result of jealousy, or part of a plot against them

****
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نَیرِغِاَّصلا نَِم  اًنوکُیََلوَ  َّننَجَسُْیَل  هُرُُماءَ  آمَ  لَعَْفیَ  مَّْل  نِئَلوَ  مَصَْعتَسْافَ  هِسِْفَّن  نعَ  هُُّتدوَارَ  دْقََلوَ  هِیِف  یِنَّنُتمُْل  يذَِّلا  َّنکُِلذَفَ  تَْلاقَ  ﴾ 32﴿

She said: ‘This is before you he about whom you did blame me! And indeed I . “ 32
sought to seduce him from his (pure) self, but he proved continent. And (now), if he

does not do what I command him, he shall certainly be imprisoned, and will certainly

!’” be of the humiliated

Commentary: verse 32

At this moment, the wife of the ‘Aziz turned to those women who used to criticize her

for her intense love for Yusuf and said that although they had not seen him before,
only getting a first glimpse of him caused them to lose their hearts. How could they

possibly have blamed her, when she was exposed to looking at that beautiful face

frequently day and night? She also admitted that he was innocent indicating that she

:was the one who did the seducing. The verse says

She said: ‘This is before you he about whom you did blame me! And indeed I sought “ 
, …” to seduce him from his (pure) self

Thus while she was justifying her behavior, she explicitly confessed her culpability

saying that she was the one who invited him to engage in an illicit act which he had

:refused to do. The verse continues saying

. …” but he proved continent “… 

However, without expressing her remorse, she threatened him with imprisonment

:and humiliation if he did not acquiesce to her demands. She said
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And (now), if he does not do what I command him, he shall certainly be imprisoned, “… 
!”” and will certainly be of the humiliated

:Highlights

Psychological and social conditions influence individual morality. When ‘Aziz’ wife - 1
was afraid of exposing her evil actions, she closed the doors to the room. However,
when she found the Egyptian women on her side, she openly stated that “And indeed I

”sought to seduce him from his self

The same case applies to society. When people are no longer sensitive to evildoing, it
.becomes easier to commit sin

It may be for this very reason that we invocate in the supplication of Kumayl: “O Allah!
Forgive me for all the sins which prevent me from being chaste and break my

abstinence”, for at first, committing sins is difficult for man, but as soon as the barriers

.are broken, it becomes easy

The liar is always exposed and scandalized. The one who claimed that Yusuf - 2
wanted to seduce her yesterday, and had had evil intentions towards him, today

openly confesses that she herself had had the intention of gratifying her sexual

.desires towards him

It is true, that at times the enemy also testifies to the honesty of the person he - 3
.opposes

Residing in palaces paves the way for the loss of one’s chastity. (Although the ‘Aziz - 4
realized that his wife had betrayed him and he asked her to repent of her guilt, they

did not become alienated from each other and he did not distance between his wife

.( and Yusuf

****
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نَیِلهِاجَْلا نَِم  نکُأَوَ  نَهِْیَلإِ  بُصْأَ  َّنهُدَْیکَ  یّنعَ  فْرِصْتَ  َّلاإِوَ  هِْیَلإِ  یِنَنوعُدْیَ  اَّمِم  َّیَلإِ  ُّبحَأَ  نُجْسِّلا  بِّرَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 33﴿

He said: ‘My Lord! The prison is dearer to me than that to which they invite me; . “ 33
and if You turn not their guile from me, I may incline towards them and become of the

’.” ignorant ones

Commentary: verse 33

Interestingly, some commentators have narrated an astonishing subject and have

said that some of the Egyptian women in the gathering supported the wife of the ‘Aziz

and, giving right to her, defended her behavior. They surrounded Yusuf and every one

of them tried in her own way to persuade him to submit to the desires of the wife of

.‘Aziz or to her own, in other words, they all had the same intentions as Zulaykha had

It is in the face of this overwhelming temptation that Yusuf cries out to his Lord that

he would welcome a life prison than the corruption to which those women were

.inviting him

In a tradition attributed to Abū Hamzah al Thumālī, it is narrated that Imam Ali-ibn-il-
Hussein (a.s.) said that as soon as those women had parted company with Zulaykha,
each one of them sent someone in private to Yusuf and requested an audience with

.him

Yusuf had been surrounded by a series of difficulties from all sides. However, being

already prepared for any mishap that might befall, he turned to Allah immediately

without entering into any relationship with these passionate, promiscuous women

:and sought His help. The verse says
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; …” He said: ‘My Lord! The prison is dearer to me than that to which they invite me “ 

He was in the prime of his youth, and naturally, the lower aspect of his soul could have

inclined towards them and he would have found himself among the ignorant. But,
since he knew that in all cases, especially at the time of crises, there is no way to

:safety except relying on Allah, he trusted in Allah and asked Him help by saying

and if You turn not their guile from me, I may incline towards them and become of “… 
’.” the ignorant ones

:Points to remember

Men of Allah prefer all the difficulties that come with a life of honor to a sinful life of . 1
.luxury

By seeking assistance from the Almighty, man can distance himself from any kind of . 2
.sin and temptation under any kind of circumstance

.Hardship and suffering cannot provide man with the justification to commit sin . 3

Man’s character depends on his soul and not on his body. If man’s soul is free and . 4
he is in prison, it can be like a paradise for him. And if his soul is under pressure, even a

.palace may become a prison for him

.To please people at the expense of displeasing Allah is manifest ignorance . 5

As was said, the wife of ‘Aziz and the other women employed various means to . 6
achieve their objectives. They showed intense love and desire, total submission and

later profuse promises of great rewards, finally, when all of that failed, they started

threatening Yusuf with imprisonment. This is the usual methodology that all dictators

and despots resort to throughout the ages. It has even been experimented many

times
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that they usually at first show excessive moderation and leniency towards men of

Allah to make them acquiesce to their designs, putting on a smiling face on one

occasion, and, on the other, when they fail to achieve their objectives in this way, they

resort to the cruelest of threats sometimes at the end of the same sitting that they

had with together. It never occurs to them that they show contradictions and double

standards in their behavior, illustrating an abhorring lack of integrity which deserves

.the utmost humiliation and kinds of censure

The reason for this is obvious. They are only after their own objectives, and the

means are not important for them, because for them, the ends justify the means. The

weak and foolish, in this course, may submit themselves sooner or later to these

attempts and thus get caught in their trap forever. But the men of Allah, who are

enlightened by the light of faith, easily pass through all these trials showing their

steadfastness and irreconcilability with evil. They go as far as courting their death, for

victory is the ultimate aim. Victory here does not only mean their own victory but it

also denotes the victory of their school of thought based on principle rather than

.caprice

There are always some people like the whimsical and promiscuous women of Egypt . 7
who regard themselves as innocent and clean when they are not principal players on

the scene always pretending to be more virtuous and innocent than some others.
.They would think the wife of the ‘Aziz to be vulgar and seductive

But, as soon as the tables are turned, they immediately lose their hearts and prove

.that whatever virtues they had claimed had been utterly meaningless

Whereas Zulaykha had fallen in love with Yusuf after frequent meetings with him and

after some years of life, these women fell into the very same situation, in the same

meeting and after
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one glance at him, cutting their own hands with knives instead of the fruit they were

.supposed to cut

When we are facing the attacks of powerful evil forces, and we find ourselves . 8
teetering on the edge of the abyss of destruction, we must turn to Allah for protection.
We must seek His support, for if His assistance is not there, nothing can be done for

us. This is the lesson which the great Yusuf, the infallible one, has taught us. It is he

who says to Allah if their evil plots are not averted from him, he would tend to incline

towards them, and he would be left alone in his plight and will be no more. It is holy

.Allah Who is the Protector, not one’s abilities, powers, or mere virtues

This state of absolute dependence on Allah (s.w.t.) does not only provide man with a
power and perseverance which is unlimited, but it also makes it possible for him to

enjoy the hidden Divine favors as well, favors which are impossible to explain and can

be only witnessed and accepted. Such people are they who are sheltered by Allah

.both in this world and the Hereafter

In one tradition, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) says that there are seven groups that

:will be sheltered by Allah on the Day when there will be no shade except His

.A just pioneer and leader . 1

A young man who has been trained in servitude unto Allah from the beginning of his . 2
.life

He whose heart is attached to mosques and places where Allah is worshipped and . 3
whenever he leaves those places, he ceaselessly thinks of the time when he can

.return thereto

Those who work together in obeying Allah, and when they depart from one another, . 4
.the spiritual bond of their unity remains firm
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Those who when they hear Allah’s name mentioned, have tears in their eyes . 5
.because of their sense of responsibility before Allah or for fear of their sins

The man who says that he is in awe of Allah when he is invited to consort with a . 6
.beautiful woman and he refuses to commit sin

A man who assists those who are in need and provides charity for them in such a . 7
.way that his left hand does not know what his right hand has done

Some Narrations Regarding Fear of Allah

The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: "He who stops committing sins for the fear of . 1
(Allah, He, the High, provides him with satisfaction on the Day of Judgment.” (1

Once Zayd ibn Suhan asked Amir-ul-Mu’minīn (a.s.): “Which man is superior with . 2
Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious?” He answered: “He who is more in awe of Allah,

(more aware of piety and morality, and is less inclined to worldliness.”(2

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The highest ranking man before Allah is he . 3
(who is the most in awe of Allah.” (3

Amir-ul-Mu’minīn (a.s.) said: “How fortunate is he who finds it necessary to be Allah . 4
(fearing and obeys Allah both in private and in public.”(4

The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: "How fortunate are those whose fear of Allah . 5
(prevents them from fearing others.”(5
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Some Narrations Regarding Treason

The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The believer accepts all inherent traits and . 1
.(characteristics, except treason and lying.”(1

Amir-ul-Mu’minīn (a.s.) said: “Abstain from betraying others which is the most . 2
heinous of sins, and truly, a traitor will be caught in the torment and torture of the Fire

(because of his own treachery.”(2

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “There are four characteristics, when each of . 3
which appears in a house it causes for the destruction of that house, and blessings do

not make headway in that house because of those circumstances. They are; treason,
(theft, drinking alcoholic beverages, and fornication (or adultery).”(3

Amir-ul-Mu’minīn (a.s.) said: “The ultimate in betrayal is betraying a friend and . 4
(breaking vows and promises.”(4

(Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “It is certain that a true believer never betrays (anyone).” (5 . 5

****
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مُیِلعَْلا عُیمَِّسلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  َّنهُدَْیکَ  هُْنعَ  فَرَصَفَ  هُُّبرَ  هَُل  بَاجَتَسْافَ  ﴾ 34﴿

So his Lord answered him and He turned away from him their guile; verily He is . “ 34
.” the All Hearing, the All Knowing

Commentary: verse 34

According to the Divine promise, Allah always accepts the supplications of the pious.
Those sincere fighters for a holy cause (whether it be against one’s self, or an

outward enemy) and those who assist others in goodness will always get a Divine

response to their requests. Yusuf was not left alone in such a dangerous situation.
Allah answered his prayer. Indeed, as the Qur’ān says, Allah is the Hearer, the

:Knower. The verse says

So his Lord answered him and He turned away from him their guile; verily He is the “ 
.” All Hearing, the All Knowing

He hears the prayers and supplications of His subjects. He is completely aware of

.their inmost secrets, and He knows the solution to all their problems

Some commentators reject that while Yusuf knew that Allah would protect him and

return away their snare, why did he pray? The answer is that the prayer of Yusuf to

Allah was that he could overcome their hearts so that they would dispense with their

.guile, and Allah answered him either

As a result of his supplication, the women lost all hope in achieving their objectives

and all the tricks that were within their means proved to be of no benefit to them, so,
.in despair, they stopped chasing him. It was then that Yusuf felt tranquility

Zulaykha, after seeing the hopelessness of her attempts, was ready to send him to

.prison
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نٍیحِ یَّتحَ  هَُّنُنجُسْیََل  تِایَلاَا  ْاوُأَرَ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِم  مْهَُل  ادََب  َّمُث  ﴾ 35﴿

Then it seemed to them, after they had seen the signs (of his innocence), to . “ 35
.” imprison him till a time

Commentary: verse 35

:From Palace to Prison

The strange meeting between the Egyptian women and Yusuf in the palace of the

‘Aziz, with its particular tumult, ended. The fear of the increasing damage the sex

scandal was causing to the prestige of his family. In the view of people, it was

becoming more and more every day. The ‘Aziz and his advisors thought that the only

way to rescue the situation was to remove Yusuf from the scene entirely, and the

best way to do that was to send him to prison. This would not only help the people

forget about the situation, but would also make it seem that real culprit had been

:Yusuf himself. The Qur’ān in this holy verse says

Then it seemed to them, after they had seen the signs (of his innocence), to imprison “ 
.” him till a time

In such morally decrepit environments, apparently freedom only belongs to those

who are corrupt and so does everything else, whereas the pure and God-fearing

individuals, like Yusuf, must be isolated and imprisoned. However, such a situation

.never lasts forever

:Explanations

Only a person with a distracted mind would engage in a fruitless act causing trouble . 1
for everyone, like throwing an important needle into the bottom of a well which could

.not be found and taken out by a hundred wise men
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Love is such a distraction. A woman fell in love and although many men and high- . 2
ranking officials of a country joined together to solve the problems caused by that

.woman, they were unable to find a solution

Trials and courts are held in default of a person aften as ceremonial gestures in . 3
.palaces where despots and dictators live, assure the condemnation of the innocent

Those people who dwell in luxurious palaces are usually reckless and brash. Despite . 4
.all the reasons in his favour, Yusuf was still convicted and sent to prison

****
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Section 5

Point

Yusuf Preaches Unity of Allah

in the Prison

Joseph preaches Unity of Allah to his fellows in the prison and interprets the dreams

of his two fellow-prisoners

هُْنِم رُْیَّطلا  لُکُأْتَ  اًزْبخُ  یسِْأرَ  قَوْفَ  لُمِحْأَ  یِنارَأَ  یّنإِ  رُخَلاَا  لَاقَوَ  اًرمْخَ  رُصِعْأَ  یِنارَأَ  یّنإِ  آمَهُدُحَأَ  لَاقَ  نِایَتَفَ  نَجْسـّلا  هُعَمَ  لَخَدَوَ  ﴾ 36﴿

نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا نَِم  كَارََن  اَّنإِ  هِِلیوِأْتَِب  انَْئّبَن 

And with him there entered into the prison two youths. One of them said (unto . “ 36
Yusuf): ‘I saw (in dream) myself pressing wine’ The other said: ‘I saw (in my dream)
myself carrying on my head bread from which the birds were eating.’ Tell us its

’.” interpretations, verily we see you of the righteous ones

Commentary: verse 36

Among those who entered into prison with Yusuf, there were two young men, as the

:verse says

And with him there entered into the prison“

. …” two youths

Man’s other senses usually become more active in obtaining information when his

direct channels of communication and direct access to information are obstructed. In

.such cases his dreams can provide him with an alternative means
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It is for this reason that it is said that the two men, one of whom was the man

responsible for the ruler’s buffet, and the other, for his catering services. They

approached Yusuf in the prison to describe the wonderful dreams they had seen the

.previous night

It is important to note that they were imprisoned because of the false accusations of

.their enemies who claimed that they were about to poison the king

Each one of the two prisoners recalled his dream to Yusuf for his interpretation in a
:manner as the verse says

One of them said (unto Yusuf): ‘I saw (in dream) myself pressing wine’ The other “… 
said: ‘I saw (in my dream) myself carrying on my head bread from which the birds

.’ …” were eating

:Then, they added to their statement unto Yusuf

’.” Tell us its interpretations, verily we see you of the righteous ones “…

:Some Issues to Remember

An Islamic tradition denotes that the reason why they called Yusuf a truly righteous . 1
person was because he used to always take care of the sick and the needy in the

(prison and find accommodation for others.(1

.We must take dreams seriously, for there are secrets hidden in some of them . 2

Once the people have confidence in someone, they tend to share all their secrets . 3
.with him

Enlightened people also leave their impact and influence upon others even when . 4
.they are confined in prison

.Even guilty people tend to have a high esteem for those who are truly righteous . 5
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هَِّللاِب نَوُنِمؤُْیلا  مٍوْقَ  هََّلِم  تُکْرَتَ  یّنإِ  یّبرَ  یِنمََّلعَ  اَّمِم  امَکُِلذَ  امَکُیَِتأْیَ  نأَ  لَْبقَ  هِِلیوِأْتَِب  امَکُُتأَّْبَن  َّـلاإِ  هِِناقـَزَرُْت  مٌاعـَطَ  امـَکُیِتأْیَ  ـَلا  لَاقـَ  ﴾ 37﴿

نَورُِفاکَ مْهُ  هِرَخِلأَاِب  مهُوَ 

He said: ‘There shall not come to you the food with which you are fed but I will . “ 37
inform you both of its interpretation before it comes to you. This is of what my Lord

has taught me. Verily, I have abandoned the religion of a people who do not believe in
’.” Allah and they are disbelievers in the Hereafter

Commentary: verse 37

In the first part of the verse, it is probable that the Qur’ān is hinting that Yusuf said he

also knew from the side of Allah what kind of food that would be served to them, and

that he could also interpret their dreams just as easily. In this case, the implication

would be that in addition to interpreting dreams, Yusuf also knew about other things

as well, which he used to foretell. This ability is similar to that of Hadrat Isā (a.s.) who

used to read the minds of those around him regarding what they used to eat or what

.they had stored in their houses

Question: Why did Hadrat Yusuf (a.s.) not interpret their dreams then and there but

?postpone their interpretation for later

:Fakhr Rāzī provides the answer to this question as follows

He wanted to make them wait so that he could advise, admonish, and convert them, . 1
.perhaps that person might believe before his execution
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He wanted to build up their confidence by foretelling the kind of food before the . 2
.food had been served

He wanted to tantalize them so that they would lend their ears more carefully to . 3
.what he had to say

As the interpretation of one of the dreams was that that person was going to be . 4
executed, Yusuf was postponing the issue so that that person might not lose heart too

.suddenly

At any rate, Yusuf, who would not miss any opportunity to provide guidance and

counseling, made the most of the two prisoners’ requests for the interpretation of

their dreams, and used them as a means for introducing and explaining important

.facts which were helpful not only for their lives, but also for all human beings

At first, in order to build their confidence, he told them that he would tell them the

:meanings of their dreams before their food had arrived. The verse says

He said: ‘There shall not come to you the food with which you are fed but I will inform “ 
. …” you both of its interpretation before it comes to you

Then, the faithful and theistic Yusuf, whose whole entity was filled with Monotheism,
made it quite clear that this knowledge of interpreting dreams was among those

things taught him by Allah and that nothing could take place without His Will. The

:verse continues saying

. …” This is of what my Lord has taught me “… 

To counter any misconception that the Almighty would give anything to anyone

without conditions, he added that he had abandoned the way of those who did not

believe in Allah and the Day of Resurrection, alluding to the idol worshipping people of

Egypt and Kan‘an, and that it was this enlightening faith and virtue which made him

:deserve such a blessing. The verse says
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Verily, I have abandoned the religion of a people who do not believe in Allah and “… 
’.” they are disbelievers in the Hereafter

;The Messages Conveyed in this Verse

In order to impress others more deeply, it is sometimes necessary to show one’s . 1
.scientific ability and knowledge and one’s perfections and virtues

He who escapes the dark shadows of polytheism, arrives at the enlightenment of . 2
.knowledge and Truth

Belief in monotheism and resurrection along with other doctrines is a requirement in . 3
.all religions

The basis of faith rests upon distancing oneself from polytheism and unbelief . 4
/tabarrī/ and reliance upon the saints of Allah, as is mentioned in the verse quoted

:above and the next verse, saying

Verily, I have abandoned the religion of a people who do not believe in Allah …” “… 
, …” “And I have followed the religion of my fathers, ’Ibrāhīm

****
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سِاَّنلا یلَعَوَ  انَْیلَعَ  هَِّللا  لِضْفَ  نِم  کَِلذَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هَِّللاِب  كَرِشُّْن  نأَ  آنََل  نَاکَ  امَ  بَوقُْعیَوَ  قَاحَسْإِوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  يءِآباءَ  هََّلِم  تُْعبََّتاوَ  ﴾ 38﴿

نَورُکُشْیَ سِاَّنلا لا  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ 

And I have followed the religion of my fathers, ’Ibrāhīm, Ishāq and Ya‘qūb. And it . “ 38
beseems us not to associate aught with Allah. That is of Allah’s favor upon us and

.” upon mankind, but most people do not give thanks

Commentary: verse 38

Since hereditary nobility plays an important role in the formation of the character of

an individual, it also has a very important role when people are to accept a person.
Therefore, Hadrat Yusuf introduces himself by presenting his illustrious lineage of

forefathers, all of whom were Divine prophets, confirming, at the same time, his

sanctified message. This is exactly the same method which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used

to employ in introducing himself. He used to say, that he was the same oft mentioned

Prophet whose name had been mentioned in both the Torah and the Gospels. Hadrat

Sayyid-ush-Shuhadā, Hussein ibn Ali (a.s.) and Imam Sajjād (a.s.) also introduced

themselves to the people in Karbala and Syria as the children of Fātimat-az-Zahra

’(a.s.), saying: ‘I am the son of Fātimat-az-Zahrā

The Arabic term /millat/ has been applied in the Qur’ān with the sense of religion. And

in verse 78 of Sura Hajj, the profile of the religion of ’Ibrāhīm /millata ’Ibrāhīm/ has

been depicted as: “And strive hard in (the way of), such a striving as is due to Him; He

has chosen you, and has not laid upon you any hardship in religion – the faith of your

father ’Ibrāhīm. It is
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He Who has named you Muslims, both before and in this (revelation)…..So establish

!” the regular prayer, do give regular Charity, and hold fast to Allah

Turning ones back to the ways of divine prophets and adhering to polytheism is

ingratitude due to the blessings of Allah. Therefore, we must dissociate ourselves

from such ideas, as they go against the inherent good which is found in human nature.
:Abraham said

. …” And I have followed the religion of my fathers, ’Ibrāhīm, Ishāq and Ya‘qūb “ 

Hadrat Yusuf is not only a descendent by blood lineage, he is also an inheritor of a

spiritual lineage as well, thus it does not behoove him to associate anyone with Allah,
and this monotheistic pedigree goes back to the iconoclastic ’Ibrāhīm. This is one of

the Divine blessings sent upon the family of ’Ibrāhīm and upon all people, for that

:matter. The verse says

And it beseems us not to associate aught with Allah. That is of Allah’s favor upon us “… 
, …” and upon mankind

Unfortunately, most people do not thank Allah for all these blessings and deviate from

:the Right Path. The verse says

.” but most people do not give thanks “… 

Incidentally, it is worthy to note that these verses show that despite the fact that

Yusuf (a.s.) used to live among those idol – worshippers, Allah, the Magnificent, has

nowhere mentioned that this respectable and worthy person ever called on the

people to be monotheistic and worship the One God, except in this verse where he

has extended the invitation to the two prisoners who were with him in prison. It

seems that he was not at all optimistic about the people of Egypt lending their ears to

.him, let alone accepting his message

However, when he noticed that these two individuals took him as a righteous and

decent man of good conduct, and they turned to him, a
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glimmer of hope and success appeared in his heart that they might probably listen to

.him and accept him

As a result, he proceeded to call them to the worship of Allah and thus be converted to

.the faith of monotheism

In the narrations it is said that these prisoners told Yusuf that as soon as they saw

him, they had become interested in him and began to love him greatly. Yusuf

answered that they would better not love him or express any affection for him, for,
according to him, the catastrophes that had been inflicted upon him was because of

friendship, and whoever had loved him somehow caused him some sort of disaster.
His aunt had loved him and she accused him to theft. His father had loved him, and

because of this, he was thrown down to the bottom of the well. The wife of the ‘Aziz

.had loved him and because of that he was put in prison

****
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رُاَّهقَْلا دُحِاوَْلا  هَُّللا  مِأَ  رٌْیخَ  نَوُقرّفَتَُّم  بٌاَبرْأَءَ  نِجْسّلا  یِبَحِاصَ  ایَ  ﴾ 39﴿

O my (two) mates of the prison! Are (many) diverse lords better, or Allah, the One, . “ 39
?” the All-Dominant

Commentary: verse 39

Men are of three different types: One group is flexible like the air which has no form or

shape and is so volatile that it can naturally fill any container regardless of its size,
shape, or structure. The second group is inflexible and resistant in all its aspects, like

iron and steel which can withstand all kinds of pressure from the outside. The third

group is composed of leaders and pioneers who seek to convert everything into what

Allah has ordained. Yusuf is an example of the third group, seeking to convert

.polytheists into monotheism even in the prison

In different occurrences of the Sublime Qur’ān, we find that it has employed the

method of comparing ideas supporting true monotheism and unbelief, some

.examples of which, concerning Allah, we present below

It there any of your partners (whom you ascribe unto Allah that) can originate ( “ 1
(creation, then bring it back again?” (1

It there any of your partners (whom you ascribe unto Allah) one (that) leads ( “ 2
(towards the Truth?”(2

(Shall I seek a lord other than Allah while He is the Lord of everything?”(3 ( “ 3

(Is Allah better, or what they associate (with Him)?”(4 ( “ 4
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:Explanations

.Call people to the true faith with love and affection . 1

Use opportune places and times for the propagation of religion. (As soon as Yusuf . 2
realizes that they require him to interpret their dreams, he takes the opportunity to

.( propagate the faith

.Queries and comparisons are often channels of both communication and guidance . 3

****
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هُاَّیإِ َّلآإِ  اودُُبْعتَ  َّلاأَ  رَمَأَ  هَِّلِل  َّلاإِ  مُکْحُْلا  نِإِ  نٍاطَْلسُ  نِم  اهَِب  هَُّللا  لَزَنأَ  آَّم  مکُؤُآَباءَو  مُْتنأَ  آهَومُُتْیَّمسَ  ءًآمسـْأَ  َّلآإِ  هِِنودُ  نِم  نَودُُبْعتَ  امَ  ﴾ 40﴿

نَومُلَْعیَ سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  مُّیقَْلا  نُیدّلا  کَِلذَ 

You do not worship besides Him but (mere) names which you have named, you . “ 40
and your fathers, for which Allah has not sent down any authority. Judgment belongs

only to Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but Him. That is the right

.” religion, but most people do not know

Commentary: verse 40

Those who are worshipped other than Him are not the substantial and real objects of

.worship

On the contrary, they are the products of man’s own imagination or that of his

.ancestors

One’s ideas must be either based upon rational demonstration or they must have the

traditions as their firm foundation. Therefore, one must not bow to any command

other than those issued from Divine sources, for issuing commands and decrees are

.the sole prerogatives of Allah

.All laws are legally unstable, except Divine laws

Ignorance and the lack of knowledge pave the way for idol worship. Most people who

are ignorant suffer from conscious ignorance and are aware of their own lack of

knowledge, or they suffer from unconscious ignorance thinking they know while in

.actual fact they do not know

The honor and respect that we bestow upon powerful individuals and organizations,
,protocols, pomp meetings
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supports, condemnations, and circumstance are nothing but fictitious titles and

modern icons which we ourselves have created and have tried to relate to them

.instead of the Divinity as if they were realities

In reality, however, this fact must be believed that “It is only He who is worthy of

governing” so one must never surrender to icons and despots and bow to them. One

must believe in monotheism in all its dimensions: in worship, in government, in culture,
:and in all things. The verse says

You do not worship besides Him but (mere) names which you have named, you and “ 
your fathers, for which Allah has not sent down any authority. Judgment belongs only

to Allah. He has commanded that you worship

. …” none but Him

This is the direct and sustaining Divine way of life. However, most people are not

aware of this and owing to this lack of awareness, they deviate from the right path,
going astray in idol worship and surrendering to non – Divine governments.
Consequently, they suffer tortures, deprivations, and disasters as a result of their

:choice of the wrong path of life. The verse says

.” That is the right religion, but most people do not know “… 

****
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نِایَِتْفتَسْتَ هِیِف  يذَِّلا  رُْملأَا  یَضُِق  هِسِْأَّر  نِم  رُْیَّطلا  لُکُأْتَفَ  بُلَصُْیفَ  رُخَلأَا  اَّمأَوَ  اًرمْخَ  هَُّبرَ  یقِسْیَفَ  امَکُدُحَأَ  آَّمأَ  نِجْسّلا  یِبَحِاصَایَ  ﴾ 41﴿

O’ my (two) mates of the prison! as for one of you, he shall pour out wine for his . “ 41
lord to drink; whereas the other will be crucified and the birds shall eat on his head.

.” The matter is decreed about which you do enquire

Commentary: verse 41

The Arabic term /rabb/ is also applied for governor, as well as lord in the Arabic

phrase: /rabbud dār/ which means: the lord of the house or the owner. Therefore, the

.’ phrase /fayasqī rabbahū xamrā/ means: ‘he gives wine to his lord

From here on, he begins interpreting the dreams of those two prisoners, but before

this Yusuf had preached them Monotheism and then he expressed his miracle for

.them. He began with the interpretation of the butler

It has been narrated that the first prisoner had also seen three bunches of grapes in
.his dream

Hadrat Yusuf said that they meant that that prisoner would remain in prison for three

more days and he would return to his original profession on the fourth day. The other

prisoner on the other hand, who had been the King’s cook, had seen three bags

instead. Yusuf said that they also meant that he would stay in prison for three more

days, but his end was much more gloomy. The king would take him out of the prison

after that and had him hanged where the birds could eat on his head. The verse from

:the tongue of Yusuf says

O’ my (two) mates of the prison! as for one of you, he shall pour out wine for his lord “ 
to drink; whereas the other
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will be crucified and the birds shall eat on his head. The matter is decreed about which

.” you do enquire

It is said that the latter, on hearing the interpretation, said that he had not dreamed at

all and he had been only joking. Yusuf (a.s.) then told him that his fate had been

.decreed and what was said had to be fulfilled

From these accounts it is evident that Yusuf (a.s.) had received the news from the

.invisible world revealed to him; not as the dreams other people usually interpret

****
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نَیِنسِ عَضِْب  نِجْسّلا  یِف  ثَِبلَفَ  هِّبرَ  رَکْذِ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  هُاسَناَفَ  کَّبرَ  دَنعِ  یِنرْکُذا  امَهُْنمّ  جٍاَن  هَُّنأَ  َّنظَ  يذَِّلِل  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 42﴿

And he said to him whom he knew would be saved of the two: ‘Mention me to . “ 42
your lord.’ However, Satan caused him to forget to mention him to his lord, so he

.” (Yusuf) remained in prison a few years

Commentary: verse 42

The Arabic word /zann/ is employed with several different meanings. In certain

circumstances it is used to mean ‘belief’ and ‘knowledge’, because Yusuf had

explicitly and decisively foretold the forthcoming release of one prisoner, and the

execution of the other. Therefore, the word /zann/ does not mean ‘suspicion’ in this

.verse, which is the usual meaning of the term

The Arabic term /bid‘/ refers to any number less than 10, which has led most

commentators to believe that the number of years of Yusuf imprisonment had

.amounted to 7 years

In some commentaries, the Qur’ānic sentence /fa’ansāh-uš-šaytānu/ has been

interpreted to mean that Satan took Allah out of the mind of Yusuf when he took

recourse to the king’s cup bearer for assistance instead of turning to Allah and

therefore, he had forgotten Allah, which was a ‘leaving the better’ for Yusuf and he

:had to stay in prison for several more years for that. The verse says

And he said to him whom he knew would be saved of the two: ‘Mention me to your “ 
lord.’ However, Satan caused him to forget to mention him to his lord, so he (Yusuf)

.” remained in prison a few years
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The writer of Al Mīzān, however, writes that such narrations are in contradiction to the

Qur’ān for the Qur’ān considers Yusuf as one of the ‘sincere’ and true believers whom

Satan has no influence over. Moreover, in the next two verses, we see that the person

who had forgotten about Yusuf was finally reminded, thus it becomes clear that the

.question of forgetfulness concerned the cup-bearer and not Yusuf

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has been quoted to have said that Gabriel at the moment came up

:to Yusuf and said

?Who is it that made you the most beautiful of all people

.Yusuf answered: My Lord

Gabriel asked: Who is it that made you the most favored among all your brothers with

?your father

.Yusuf answered: My Lord

Gabriel asked: Who is it that sent the caravan of camels to rescue you from the

?bottom of the well

.Yusuf answered: My Lord

?Gabriel: Who is it that kept away the stone thrown at you

.Yusuf: My Lord

?Gabriel: Who is it that took you out from the well

.Yusuf: My Lord

Gabriel: Who kept the lusts of those women which were targeted at you from

?reaching you

.Yusuf: My Lord

Gabriel: Your Lord puts this question to you: ‘Then what caused you to take your
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problem to a creature and not to Me, the Creator? In order for the retribution of the

word you said and for what you have done, you must remain in the prison for several

(more years.’(1
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It is important, however, to note that in different kinds of circumstances, in order to

repel the harms and avoiding some difficulties, it is permitted to take recourse to

some mortals and it is not a vile. On many occasions, this cannot be avoided, and

sometimes it is even absolutely necessary, or it becomes compulsory. Our Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) used to ask for assistance of the emigrants, and companions, as well as

others in matters where he needed their help. If seeking assistance from other than

.Allah were not permissible and were a vile, he (p.b.u.h.) would not have done it

Thus if these narrations are correct, one must say that Yusuf’s blameworthiness and

the punishment imposed on him were due to the possibility that he might have

abandoned that admirable habit he had which made him wait patiently for Allah’s
decree to manifest, and made him trust only in Allah, the Glorified, in all catastrophes

.and hardships

This story teaches us to seek Allah’s support and assistance when hardships and

calamities befall us. We must seek to find shelter in Him alone, while at the same time

it is permissible to seek the support of others in these circumstances knowing that it is
.because of His will others are there to help us

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has been quoted to have said that Gabriel taught Yusuf the

following supplication to recite after he finished each set of prayers for his freedom

:from prison

O Allah, provide me with the means of relief and deliverance and provide me with my“
.” sustenance from where I know and where I do not know

And Shu‘ayb Aqarquti, quoting Imam Sādiq (a.s.), says that when the period of Yusuf’s
imprisonment came to an end and the day of his freedom had arrived, he placed his

cheeks on the ground (in humility) and said: “O Allah! if my sins have besmeared my

honour when I face You, so I call upon You by
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the combined honour of my meritorious ancestors, ’Ibrāhīm, Isma‘īl, Is-hāq, and

Ya‘qūb.” After this prayer, Allah provided him with the means for his freedom.
Shu‘ayb, the narrator of the tradition, asked the Imam if they could say the same

prayer. The Imam replied: You can also say something similar in this way; “O Allah, my

sins have besmeared my honour when I face You, so I come to You and I call upon

You by the combined honour of Your Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Ali, Fatimah, Hassan, Hussayn,
.” (and the Imams (a.s.)(1

****
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Section 6

Point

The King’s Bream – Yusuf’s

Interpretation

The king seeks the interpretation of his dream – None of his courtiers could do it –

Yusuf in the prison interprets it

یِف یِنوُتْفأَ  لأُمَْلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  تٍاسَِبایَ  رَخَُاءَو  رٍضْخُ  تٍلاُبْنسُ  عَْبسَوَ  فٌاجَعِ  عٌْبسـَ  َّنهُُلکُأْیَ  نٍامَسـِ  تٍارَقََب  عَْبسـَ  يرَأَ  یّنإِ  کُِلمَْلا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 43﴿

نَورُُبْعتَ ایَءُّْرلِل  مُْتنکُ  نإِ  يَایَءْرُ 

And (once) the king (of Egypt) said: ‘Verily I saw (in a dream) seven fat cows which . “ 43
seven lean cows were eating; and seven green ears of corn and other (seven) dry. O’

’.” chiefs (of my court)! Explain to me my dream, if you are able to interpret dreams

Commentary: verse 43

This Sura talks about three dreams: namely Yusuf’s dream itself, the dream of his two

.fellow prisoners, and the dream of the king of Egypt

In the Torah it is cited that the king dreamed these two subjects on two different

occasions; on one occasion the lean cows were eating the fat ones, and on another

(separate occasion, the green ears of corn were alongside the dry ears.(1
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As for the speculation that the ‘Aziz of Egypt was the same person as the king of

Egypt or that the two individuals were different, there are a number of differences in
opinion which do not concern us here for the issues involved do not have any role to

.play in our discussion

In Roudat-ul-Kāfī dreams are said to consist of three kinds: The first type of dreams

are those that give good tidings from the Divine, the second type are terrible dreams

from the Satan, and the third type are those dreams that are meaningless and

.disorganized

Yusuf had remained forgotten within the confines of the prison walls for a number of

.years, busy perfecting himself and guiding the prisoners around him

Life went on as usual until a seemingly minor matter changed not only his destiny but

.that of the entire people of Egypt and those of its around

The king of Egypt, (called Walīd-ibn-Rayyān), whose minister was the ‘Aziz, had had

an apparently confused dream. Next morning he summoned all the dream

interpreters and his entourage and described the dream to them. He said that he had

a dream in which he saw seven lean cows attacked and devoured seven fat ones and

seven green ears of corn with seven dry and withered ones spiraling around the

:former made them useless. The verse says

And (once) the king (of Egypt) said: ‘Verily I saw (in a dream) seven fat cows which “ 
. …” seven lean cows were eating; and seven green ears of corn and other (seven) dry

He then turned to them and asked them for their opinion about this dream. The verse

:says

O’ chiefs (of my court)! Explain to me my dream, if you are able to interpret “… 
’.” dreams
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:Explanations

Allah (s.w.t.) saves a nation from famine by giving its oppressive and tyrannical king . 1
.a dream on condition that its only interpreter be Yusuf

.The king of Egypt had had this astonishing dream several times . 2

The chiefs and the powerful people begin feeling threatened at the slightest . 3
.unpleasant sign and clue lest their power might be lost and taken away from them

To interpret dreams, one must turn to the right kind of people and one must not . 4
disclose it to anyone that is not properly qualified to interpret it. (… if you are able to

’.( interpret dreams

****
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نَیمِِلاعَِب مِلاحْلاَا  لِیوِأْتَِب  نُحَْن  امَوَ  مٍلاَحْأَ  ثُاغَضْأَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 44﴿

They said: ‘confused medley of dreams (they are), and we do not know the . “ 44
’.” interpretation of (such confused) dreams

Commentary: verse 44

The Arabic term /’adqāθ/ is the plural form of /daqθ/ which means mixing; it also

means a bundle of mixed sticks. The Arabic word /ahlām/ is the plural form of /hulm/
which means a nightmarish dream, and /’adqaθu ’ahlām/ means dreams that are

random, having no order and following no sequence so that an interpreter of dreams

:can not obtain any clues in order to interpret them. The verse says

They said: ‘confused medley of dreams (they are), and we do not know the “ 
’.” interpretation of (such confused) dreams

Also, the ignorance of the official dream interpreters and their lack of knowledge was

the cause for Yusuf’s release from prison, because at that time the cup-bearer of the

king suddenly remembered Yusuf. He approached the king and kneeled before him

and said that in the course of being imprisoned with the cook, they saw dreams in the

prison. They said their dreams to a man there, and he interpreted them. There

happened actually what the man had said. Now, he asked the king to let him go unto

.that man and bring the interpretation of the king’s dream to him

:Explanations

Do not try to justify your ignorance. When the dignitaries of the king’s court did not . 1
have any knowledge of

p: 459

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4450 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


interpreting dreams accurately, they said that the dream was confused and lacked

.coherence

Tasks that require skill must be left to those who are capable. An expert would . 2
interpret a dream correctly whereas the non expert would claim that the same dream

.is confused and non interpretable

****
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نِوُلسِرْاَفَ هِِلیوِأْتَِب  مکُُئّبَنُا  اَنأَ  هٍَّمُا  دَْعَب  رَکََّداوَ  امَهُْنِم  اجََن  يذَِّلا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 45﴿

And of the two (prisoners), he who had been released, remembered (Yusuf) after . “ 45
(’.” a time and said ‘I will inform you of its interpretation, so send me (to Yusuf

Commentary: verse 45

Although the word /’ummah/ means ‘a community of people’, in this context it refers

(to ‘a number of days’.(1

Good things reveal themselves sooner or later, and those who are knowledgeable

must be introduced and eventually be called upon to solve problems in their field of

.experience

Here, the cup-bearer of the king, who had gotten out of the prison, remembered the

:event of his dream in the prison interpreted by Yusuf. The verse says

And of the two (prisoners), she who had been released, remembered (Yusuf) after a “ 
(’.” time and said ‘I will inform you of its interpretation, so send me (to Yusuf

This statement changed the status of the meeting. All the audience were gazing the

.cup-bearer. Then, finally, he was permitted to leave for it promptly

****
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یَلإِ عُجِرْأَ  یّلعََل  تٍاسَِبایَ  رَخَأُوَ  رٍضْخُ  تٍلاُبْنسـُ  عِْبسـَوَ  فٌاجَعِ  عٌْبسـَ  َّنهُُلکُأْیَ  نٍامَسـِ  تٍارَقََب  عِْبسـَ  یِف  انَِتْفأَ  قُیدّصّلا  اهَُّیأَ  فُسُوُی  ﴾ 46﴿

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهَُّلعََل  سِاَّنلا 

Yusuf, O truthful one! Expound to us regarding (the dream of) seven fat cows . “ 46
which seven lean ones were devouring, and seven green ears of corn and other

.” (seven) dry, that I may go back to the people, that they may know

Commentary: verse 46

The Arabic term /siddīq/ refers to someone whose words and deeds as well as his

.beliefs and behavior correspond to each other

As his prison companion, the cup-bearer, had heard and seen Yusuf’s words and

deeds inside the prison, and he had himself actually experienced Yusuf’s accuracy of

interpretation regarding his own dream and that of his friend, this is why he

’. addressed him with the epithet /siddīq/ or ‘The Truthful One

Incidentally, the title /siddīq/ is one of the titles which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) accorded

(Hadrat Ali (a.s.).(1

And so the cup-bearer went to his old cellmate still inside the prison, the friend to

whom he had been very untrustworthy to ask him about the interpretation of the

dream that had been obsessing the king, with the full faith that the great Yusuf would

forgive him and refrain from upbraiding him. The above verse says explains this

.meaning
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نَوُلکُأْتَ اَّمِم  لاًیِلقَ  َّلاإِ  هِِلُبْنسُ  یِف  هُورُذَفَ  مُّتدصَحَ  امَفَ  اًبأَدَ  نَیِنسِ  عَْبسَ  نَوعُرَزْتَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 47﴿

He said: ‘You shall sow for seven consecutive years and that which you have . “ 47
’.” harvested you leave it in its ear, except a little whereof you eat

Commentary: verse 47

Explanations

Instead of criticizing his friend in prison for forgetting and neglecting him, and without

setting any pre conditions for interpreting the king’s dream, Yusuf immediately

interpreted the dream, for when society is in times of crisis and need, it is not

meritorious to withhold knowledge especially in regard to that knowledge which can

.alleviate the crisis

Thus he said to his friend, that the people should cultivate in earnest for seven

consecutive years, but put whatever they reap in storage, except for the small

:amount necessary for their personal needs. The verse says

He said: ‘You shall sow for seven consecutive years and that which you have “ 
’.” harvested you leave it in its ear, except a little whereof you eat

In a clear and thorough manner he outlined the strategy of preparing for the coming

drought with a defined program of food rationing and stockpiling surplus production,
showing that not only was he well versed in the science of dream interpretation, but

.that he was an authority in economic planning and administration as well

****
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The men of Allah must always think of the people’s welfare and have designs both . 1
.in the long and short terms

If grain is stored while it is still inside their husks, it naturally lasts longer. Therefore, . 2
at a time when there were no modern facilities for efficient grain storage, stockpiling

.had to take into consideration the options available and exploit them efficiently

Getting prepared for all kinds of disasters such as famines, earthquakes, and floods . 3
through planning and taking appropriate measures for the future are not

.incompatible with trusting in Allah and submission to Allah’s decree

Not everything bitter is bad. This very famine resulted in Yusuf’s rise in the . 4
government and encouraged the people to work hard. The stockpile which they made

at that time led to a great degree of self sufficiency. Indulgence today leads to

.scarcity tomorrow

Keeping an eye upon the future and long term planning are absolutely necessary . 5
for the administration of any country; and so is government control over production

.and distribution under situations of economic crisis

The dreams of unbelievers can also prove to reflect hidden realities and can contain . 6
.some instructions for the preservation of a society

****
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نَوُنصِحُْت اَّمِم  لاًیِلقَ  َّلاإِ  َّنهَُل  مُْتْمَّدقَ  امَ  نَْلکُأْیَ  دٌادَشِ  عٌْبسَ  کَِلذَ  دِْعَب  نِم  یِتأْیَ  َّمُث  ﴾ 48﴿

نَورُصِْعیَ هِیِفوَ  سُاَّنلا  ثُاغَُی  هِیِف  مٌاعَ  کَِلذَ  دِْعَب  نِم  یِتأْیَ  َّمُث  ﴾ 49﴿

Then after that seven years of hardship will come . “ 48

that (people) will consume what you have before

hand laid up for them, except a little of what

.” you will have preserved

Then there will come after that a year in which the people will have rain, and in it . “ 49
they will press

(.” wine and oil)

Commentary: verses 48-49

The Arabic phrase /yuqāθ-un-nās/ is either derived from /qauθ/ ‘to help’ in which case

the verse could mean that Allah would help the people and the difficulties which they

had over the past fourteen years will be over; or it could be derived from /qayθ/ which

(means to rain and thus the period of hardship would be brought to an end.(1

Yusuf had indicated that the seven lean cows and the seven fat cows, the seven

green ears and seven withered ears symbolized fourteen years of prosperity and

:famine. The verse says

Then after that seven years of hardship will come that (people) will consume what “ 
you have before hand laid up for them, except a little of what you will have

.” preserved

p: 465

.Tafsīr Al-Mīzān - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4456 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_465_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


He also predicted that the fifteenth year would be a year of abundant rain and

:affluence. The verse says

Then there will come after that a year in which the people will have rain, and in it they“
(.” will press (wine and oil

However, this was not simply dreamt by the king, this indicates that Yusuf included

more news from the invisible in order to pave the way for the acceptance of his

.prophethood

The interpretation which Yusuf had put forth for the dream was very precise and

exact. Indeed, it indicates that he was no ordinary dream interpreter; in fact he was a
leader inside a prison who was able to forge a countrywide program for the entire

.kingdom for the next fifteen years

The interpretation and the plans proposed created the bases both for relieving the

people of Egypt from the devastation of the famine and Yusuf’s freedom from the

.confinement of prison. In the end, it resulted in changing a government of despots

:The conditions for an efficient administrative system in any given society are

People’s confidence, 2-Sincerity, 3-Wisdom and knowledge, 4-Correct prediction-1
.and forecasting, and 5-People’s obedience

.Thus, the people of Egypt were saved from their plight because they obeyed Yusuf

****

p: 466

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4457 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 7

Point

Yusuf Cleared of the False Charge

Joseph is cleared of the false charge against him and is exalted in position

َّنهِدِْـیکَِب یّبرَ  َّنإِ  َّنهُیَدِْـیأَ  نَْعَّطقَ  یِتَّلالا  هِوَسّْنلا  لُاَب  امَ  هُْلأَسْفَ  کَّبرَ  یَلإِ  عْجِرْا  لَاقَ  لُوسَُّرلا  هُءَآجَ  اَّملَفَ  هِِب  یِنوُتْئا  کُِـلمَْلا  لَاقـَوَ  ﴾ 50﴿

مٌیِلعَ

So the king said: ‘Bring him to me.’ Then, when the messenger came to him, he . “ 50
(Yusuf) said: ‘Go back unto your lord and ask him: What was the case of the women

’.” who cut their own hands? Verily my Lord is aware of their guile

Commentary: verse 50

By interpreting the king’s dream and proposing a precise program of dealing with the

future impending famine without attaching any preconditions, Yusuf not only showed

in prison that he was an extraordinary person, but he also indicated that he was a

:knowledgeable and wise man. The verse says

.’ …” So the king said: ‘Bring him to me “ 

When the messenger came to him, Yusuf did not jump to seize his freedom, instead

he requested a reevaluation of his past record, he would not leave the prison just by

the king’s permission and forgiveness; yet, he told him that he should go back to the

king and ask him about the women who had been at the palace of the ‘Aziz and had

.cut their hands

He did not want his freedom to be the result of a royal amnesty. Yusuf wanted his

innocence and chastity to be
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vindicated and get the king to understand that his entire regime was more corrupt

and injustice more widespread that he could have imagined. Probably, because he

held the ‘Aziz in great respect, he did not mention his wife, and only mentioned the

.women as a group

It is mentioned in an Islamic tradition that the blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “I am

astonished at the patience of Yusuf, whenever the king needed his dream

interpreted, Yusuf did not say that he would not do such unless he was freed from

prison, but when they wanted to free him, he did not come out until all the charges

.and accusations against him were refuted

Therefore, when the messenger of the king came to Yusuf, instead of being happy

that after years of imprisonment he was going to be free, he gave him a negative

:answer. The verse says

Then, when the messenger came to him, he (Yusuf) said: ‘Go back unto your lord and

? …” ask him: What was the case of the women who cut their own hands

Yusuf did not want to accept the disgrace of the king’s forgiveness, and after freeing

from prison to live as a criminal, or at least as an accused one who had been included

the royal amnesty. He wanted to perfectly prove his innocence and chastity and then

.get free honourably

Then he added implying that if common people of Egypt, and even the people of the

royal court, might not know how and by who the plan of his imprisonment was

designed, but the Lord was aware of the guile of those women. The holy verse

:continues saying

’.” Verily my Lord is aware of their guile “… 
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:Explanations

Freedom at any price is often of no value. To prove one’s innocence is more . 1
.important than one’s freedom

Yusuf (a.s.) first removed all misconceptions from the people’s minds regarding his . 2
.role in the scandal, then later accepted his release

.It is a religious obligation for everyone to guard and defend his reputation . 3

Yusuf made it known to the king that after his release from the prison, he would not . 4
regard him as his Allah, or lord and would not consider himself as his slave. On the

.contrary, he would regard the Almighty as his Lord

****
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ُّقحَْلا صَحَصْحَ  نَلأَا  زِِیزعَْلا  تُأَرَْما  تَِلاقَ  ءٍوسُ  نِم  هِْیلَعَ  انَمِْلعَ  امَ  هَِّلِل  شَاحَ  نَْلُق  هِسِْفَّن  نعَ  فَسُوُی  َّنُّتدوَارَ  ذْإِ  َّنکُُبطْخَ  امَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 51﴿

نَیِقدِاَّصلا نَمَِل  هَُّنإِوَ  هِسِْفَّن  نعَ  هُُّتدوَارَ  ْاَنأَ 

He (the king) said (to the women): ‘What was the matter with you women when . “ 51
you sought to seduce Yusuf from his (pure) self?’ They answered: ‘Allah Blameless!
We know no evil of him.’ The wife of the ‘Aziz said: ‘Now the truth has become

manifest, I (it was who) sought to seduce him from his (pure) self, and verily he is of

’.” the truthful ones

Commentary: verse 51

The Arabic term /xatb/ means being called or invited for an important matter. The

.term /xatīb/ refers to a person who calls the people or invites them for such a matter

The Qur’ānic term /has-hasa/, which means ‘to come to light’, is derived from the

word /hissah/ with the sense of: share, part, and sorting out the ‘true’ from the

’. ‘untrue

When the special envoy returned to the king and frankly communicated Yusuf’s
proposal to him, he was even more astonished by his greatness of character and lofty

aims. Therefore, he lost no time in contacting the women who had taken part in the

affair. He had them brought before him and asked them about what happened when

:they had made their passes at Yusuf. The verse says

He (the king) said (to the women): ‘What was the matter with you women when you “ 
?’ …” sought to seduce Yusuf from his (pure) self
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Their dormant consciences were aroused and all of a sudden, because of the

provocative question, they unanimously declared that Yusuf had not been guilty and

:testified to his chastity and flawless personality. The verse says

.’ …” They answered: ‘Allah Blameless! We know no evil of him “… 

The wife of the ‘Aziz, who was attending there, felt the time ripe for her to confess her

wrongdoing and reconcile her guilty conscience after several years. She then bore

testimony to Yusuf’s chastity and confessed her guilt especially when she became

aware of his greatness and magnitude which, as a result of his message to the king

was becoming well known and he had mentioned nothing about her in his message

.except something secretly pointing to those women of Egypt

:Suddenly, as if a burst occurred in her inside, she exclaimed such the Qur’ān says

The wife of the ‘Aziz said: ‘Now the truth has become manifest, I (it was who) “… 
’.” sought to seduce him from his (pure) self, and verily he is of the truthful ones

:Explanations

Whenever there is a knotty and complicated problem, the person in charge should . 1
study the evidence himself and proceed to set up the mechanism to see that justice is

.done

Accused persons should be invited to defend themselves. In the story even . 2
.Zulaykha was present when the investigation was taking place

Truth would not always remain hidden, guilty consciences will be aroused one day . 3
and they will of necessity, confess. Social pressure and the environmental influences

can drive

even the stiff-necked to confess. As soon as the wife of the ‘Aziz was convinced that

.all the women had testified to Yusuf’s innocence, she also accepted to confess
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نَیِنِئآخَْلا دَْیکَ  يدِهْیَ  هََّللا لاَ  َّناَوَ  بِْیغَْلاِب  هُْنخُأَ  مَْل  یِّناَ  مَلَْعیَِل  کَِلذَ  ﴾ 52﴿

Yusuf said): “That, so that he (the ‘Aziz) may know that I have not betrayed him in . “ ) 52
.”” secret, and that Allah does not guide the device of the treacherous

Commentary: verse 52

There are two views concerning this holy verse. Some commentators claim that it is a
continuation of the speech of Zulaykha, the wife of ‘Aziz. Others attribute these words

to Yusuf (a.s.). However, when we explore the verse in depth, the latter view seems

more likely to be correct, for what treason can be greater than sending an innocent

?man to prison for several years

If these were the words of Zulaykha, it implies that her confession was made to

remind Yusuf that she had not betrayed him in his absence and had not accused him

for whatever had transpired. However, she did betray him and leveled untrue

accusations against him in his presence. If, on the other hand, these are the words of

Yusuf, that he sent back the messenger of the king asking him to investigate the

status of these Egyptian women, it was due to the fact that he wanted the king or the

‘Aziz to know that he had never betrayed the latter in his absence concerning his wife;

for Allah does not guide traitors when they engage in their double dealing. The verse

:says

Yusuf said): “That, so that he (the ‘Aziz) may know that I have not betrayed him in “ )
.”” secret, and that Allah does not guide the device of the treacherous
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:Explanations

A sublime person does not seek vengeance rather he searches for the truth and . 1
.seeks to protect honor and respect

.The sign of true belief is abstaining from betraying others secretly . 2

Having evil intentions towards other people’s spouses is considered as being . 3
.treacherous to their husbands themselves

A traitor does not achieve his objectives and his end is not easy. Of course, once we . 4
.are pure and truthful Allah does not allow the wicked to damage our reputation

Yusuf (a.s.) endeavored to draw the king’s attention to the fact that Allah’s Will and . 5
.Divine Providence always play a decisive role in occurrences and events

****
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Part Thirteen

مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغَ  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  یّبرَ  مَحِرَ  امَ  َّلاإِ  ءِوُّسلاِب  هٌرَاَّملأَ  سَْفَّنلا  َّنإِ  یسِْفَن  ئُرَّبُا  آمَوَ  ﴾ 53﴿

And I do not absolve myself, verily the (human) soul enjoins to evil, save that . “ 53
.” whereon my Lord has mercy; verily my Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful

Commentary: verse 53

There are several descriptions throughout the Qur’ān of the self or soul; some of

:them are pointed out here

The despotic soul which leads one to commit evil and vicious acts. If it is not ( 1
.controlled by faith and reason, it results in man’s sudden fall

The reproaching soul. This self or ego is active when a guilty person blames and ( 2
scolds himself. In this case, he tends to seek repentance and is apologetic for the sin

.or crime which he has committed

The peaceful soul which is found in only the prophets, and those truly trained by ( 3
them. Once they find themselves surrounded by unbridled passion and ignorance,
they seek the help of Allah to be extricated from it. They owe everything to Allah who

.loves them very much

Yusuf (a.s.) sees Allah’s grace and favor as the reason for his unscathed honor and

the absence of treachery from his heart, since man with a human nature replete with

frailties cannot excuse himself of the evil tendencies that are present in his soul. The

:verse from the tongue of Yusuf says
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And I do not absolve myself, verily the (human) soul enjoins to evil, save that “ 
.” whereon my Lord has mercy; verily my Lord is the Forgiving, the Merciful

Many Islamic narrations have pointed out the dangerous qualities present in the soul,
regarding giving excuses for its evil tendencies, self satisfaction and self gratification

as the results of corrupt reasoning which are counted among the greatest of the traps

.laid by the Satan

:Explanations

One should never admire himself immaculate and free of blame, excusing oneself . 1
.of faults

Only Allah’s grace is the source of salvation. Once man is left to himself, he will . 2
.collapse

The dangers that are engendered by the self are very grave, do not regard them as . 3
.simple

Despite all the dangers which may be surrounding you, do not despair of Allah’s . 4
.grace

One of the conditions of perfection is that one should not consider himself perfect . 5
although everyone else might regard him as such. In Hadrat Yusuf’s (a.s.) case,
everybody bore witness to his perfection, they included his brothers, the wife of the

‘Aziz, the king’s witness, Satan, as well as all the prisoners, nevertheless, Yusuf

. ...” himself asserts that he was not perfect by saying: “I do not absolve myself

****
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نٌیِمأَ نٌیکِمَ  انَْیدََل  مَوْیَلا  کََّنإِ  لَاقَ  هُمََّلکَ  اَّملَفَ  یسِْفنَِل  هُصِْلخْتَسْأَ  هِِب  یِنوُتْئا  کُِلمَْلا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 54﴿

And the king said: ‘Bring him to me. I will attach him to my person.’ Then when he . “ 54
had spoken with him, he said: ‘Verily today you are of high standing in our presence, a

’.” trusted one

Commentary: verse 54

In Lisān-ul-Arab, an Arabic dictionary, it is said that once a person confides in another

person and involves him in his affairs, he applies the phrase: /’istaxlis-hu/ i.e. ‘I will

’. attach him to my person, or take him into my confidence

When Yusuf was in prison, the prison had been depicted as: ‘the grave of the living,
the house of grief and sorrow, the place of trial for the friends, and the blow upon the

(faces of the foes.’(1

As the king realized that Yusuf was reliable and sincere and found no treachery

:ascribable to him, he took him into his confidence. The verse says

.’ …” And the king said: ‘Bring him to me. I will attach him to my person “ 

Were Allah not to find any betrayal on the part of the servants, what would He do?

Certainly, He would also bring him closer to Himself. That is why that the Qur’ān

contains such an interpretation and such references for the prophets such as: “And I
myself have chosen you …”(2) or “… Verily I

p: 476

Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the Commentary - 1
Sura TāHā, No. 20, verse 13 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4467 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_476_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_476_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(have chosen you above the people by My messages and by My speaking…” (1

By using the word /ladaynā/ the king declared that Yusuf had a high position in the

hierarchy of his administration requiring all other authorities to obey him. Therefore, if
.Allah wants to appoint yesterday’s prisoner as today’s commander He can do so

:The verse says

Then when he had spoken with him, he said: ‘Verily today you are of high standing “… 
’.” in our presence, a trusted one

:Explanations

Private consultants in the hierarchy of the administration of every country must be . 1
men of virtue, good thinkers, able planners and reliable people. (All of which

(. characterized Yusuf

.One’s defects and vices, as well his virtues, remain secret until he opens his mouth . 2

It is often useful to conduct a personal interview in the selection for every type of . 3
.job

.Give authorization to only those in whom you have confidence . 4

The unbelievers and polytheists are also equally bent on achieving kinds of spiritual . 5
.perfection

.Seeking perfection is an inherent value embedded in human nature

Being authorized without the necessary qualifications is not possible, because the two

are interdependent. This is because, if one is reliable but is not given any

authorization, he would be unable to do anything, while, on the other hand, if one has

authorization but lacks honesty and reliability, the interests of the entire public will be

.jeopardized
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Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 144 - 1
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مٌیِلعَ ظٌیفِحَ  یّنإِ  ضِرْلأَا  نِِئآزَخَ  یلَعَ  یِنْلعَجْا  لَاقَ  ﴾ 55﴿

He (Yusuf) said: ‘Set me over the storehouses of the land. Verily I am a knowing . “ 55
’.” guardian

Commentary: verse 55

The ‘Aziz offered Yusuf (a.s.) the choice of assuming any position in the government

he should take the reins of the important affairs to improve them. Yusuf (a.s.)
proposed his appointment as the minister responsible for treasures of the country,
because he was a trustworthy custodian since he knew that economic injustice was

:one of the major causes of social disruption. The verse says

He (Yusuf) said: ‘Set me over the storehouses of the land. Verily I am a knowing “ 
’.” guardian

With political power in his hands to affect economic programming, Yusuf would be

more able to manage the impending food shortage and could also help the oppressed

by reducing their suffering as much as he could, he could reclaim their rights and put

.an end to the economic mismanagement and anarchy which prevailed in the country

The Qur’ānic sentence: ‘Verily I am a knowing guardian’, shows that administration

and administrative ability should be accompanied with faithfulness, and also shows

that mere purity and faithfulness are not enough for accepting a sensitive social post,
but besides them knowledge, expertness and administrative ability are necessary,

.’ too

:Here are some examples of questions and answers worth noting

?Question: Why did Yusuf (a.s.) make a proposal for a governmental post
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Answer: He discovered that the dream of the king foretold that an imminent danger

and hardship was facing the people and he knew that he would be able to prevent it,
as well as the undesirable economic events, so he asked for the relevant

.governmental portfolio in order to carry out this task

Question: Why did Yusuf (a.s.) utter words of praise for himself? Does not the Qur’ān

(say that one should not praise himself? The Qur’ān says: “Do not praise yourself.”(1

Answer: Yusuf did not praise himself, he was simply mentioning his suitability for the

immense task ahead, which was regulating the dreadful effects of famine and

.drought. It was not because of ambition or the vain desire to abuse public office

Question: Why did Yusuf (a.s.) cooperate with an infidel government? Is it not the case

 ? that this is forbidden in the Qur’ān

Answer: Yusuf did not accept this responsibility for that end. On the contrary, he did it
to relieve the people from the pressures associated with the period of the famine. He

never praised or flattered the regime. According to the Tafsīr f ī Zilāl il Qur’ān, in such

hard times, politicians usually abandon their people and flee at the time of danger, but

Yusuf stayed to protect the people. If one is unable to overthrow an oppressive

regime, or reform it, one must stop degradation and oppression as far as he can,
.which might include being active in public affairs

Observing the law of priority in both reason and religion is a basic principle. It might

not be admissible to participate in the administrative hierarchy of a government of

unbelievers; nevertheless, it is far more desirable if it is a means saving a
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nation from famine. According to Tafsīr Tibyān, Yusuf (a.s.) did not accept this political

position in order to assist an oppressor; neither did he accept a military post, which

might make him shed blood illegitimately. He only accepted an economic post in order

.to rescue the nation from famine

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said that when it was necessary for Yusuf to become the custodian

of the treasure in Egypt, he proposed his readiness for the position himself. (Tafsīr

Nūr-ul-Thaqalayn) Ali ibn Yaqteen also became a minister in the court of the Abbasid

Caliphate on the advice of Imam Kāzim (a.s.). The mere presence of such men of Allah

can be a great haven for the oppressed. Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The atonement for a
(governmental deed is to fulfil the needs of (religious) brothers”.(1

Imam Ridā (a.s.) was asked why he accepted to be a successor to the caliphate of

Ma`mūn. He replied that Yusuf (a.s.), who was a prophet, joined a pagan

administration, but the Imam himself, who was the successor to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
had joined the system of someone who claimed to be a Muslim. His acceptance had

been done under duress, while Yusuf’s (a.s.) was voluntary because of the importance

(of the matter.(2

As soon as Yusuf (a.s.) took office, he did not seek to see his parents, for visiting

parents was an emotional matter while rescuing people from famine was a social

.responsibility

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) addressing a group of seemingly pious people called them to lead a
life of abstemiousness, he said: “Inform me as to what you think about Yusuf the

prophet, who told the king of Egypt: “Set me over the storehouses of the
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land.” His responsibility extended far and wide including as far as the Yemen… At the

same time, we do not know of any one who found fault with this engagement of

(his.”(1

It has been narrated from Imam Ridā (a.s.) that Yusuf gathered and stored the wheat

during the first seven years. During the second seven years, when the famine

happened, he gradually and carefully distributed them among people for their daily

consumption saving the entire country of Egypt from a potential catastrophe in this

way. Throughout those seven years of famine, Yusuf never ate to his fill, lest he might

(forget those who were nearly starving.(2

Both the Tafsīrs, Majma‘ ul Bayān, and Al Mizān say that during the first year of the

famine, Hadrat Yusuf (a.s.) exchanged wheat for gold and silver. In the second year,
he exchanged wheat for gems and jewels. During its third year, he would exchange

wheat for four footed animals, in the fourth year he would exchange wheat for slaves,
in the fifth year he exchanged wheat for houses; in the sixth year he exchanged

wheat for farms and fields and finally, in the seventh year he exchanged wheat for

labor. When the seventh year came to an end, he addressed the king of Egypt, saying:
“All the people’s properties are at my disposal. However, I call Allah to testify and you

to bear witness that I liberated all the people and I shall return all their properties to

them, I shall also give you back your palace, the throne and your seal. Holding this

administrative position was a means for me to save the people and nothing more. You

.” must deal with them with justice

On hearing these words, the king was so profoundly humbled in the face of such

spiritual magnitude that he
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suddenly uttered the following words: “I bear witness that there is no Allah but Allah

and that you are His messenger. Verily, you are of high standing in our presence, a

.” trusted one

We must remember that the Qur’ānic criteria in selecting individuals do not only

include the attributes of guardianship and knowledge, but that we must also take into

consideration such attributes as: Faith, when the Qur’ān says: “Is he then, who is a

(believer like him who is a transgressor? They are not equal.”(1

Background: about which the Qur’ān says: “ And the foremost are the foremost.”
(“These are they who are drown nigh (to Allah).”(2

Migration: The Qur’ān says: “…and those who believed but they did not migrate, you

.…” have not any friendship towards them until they migrate

Mental and bodily ability: “And He has increased him abundantly in knowledge and

(stature”(3

(Nobility in lineage: “… your father was not a bad man,”(4

Holy struggle: the Qur’ān states: “Allah has raised the strivers with their wealth and

(lives in rank above those sitting back.” (5

:Explanations

.One must volunteer for sensitive positions whenever it is necessary . 1
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.Eligibility and potential are not incompatible with trust in Allah, piety, and honesty . 2

Out of the attributes which the king used to describe Yusuf (a.s.) saying: high . 3
standing, and ‘a trusted one’, and those two attributes which Yusuf uses to describe

himself as ‘knowing’ ‘guardian’, one can deduce that these qualities are the main

attributes of the eligible administrators. They are: ability, reliability, guardianship, and

.specialization

The position of prophecy practically is not separate from government and politics, . 4
.because religion is not to be separated from politics

Citizenship is not to be regarded as the principal criterion for governmental . 5
.administration

Yusuf was not an Egyptian, however he was given the post of an administrator of

(. Egypt, (nationalism of any kind is not acceptable

We must plan ahead for consumption, and in supervision we must always . 6
.economize and preserve the share belonging to future generations

****
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نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِن  لاَوَ  ءُآشََّن  نمَ  انَِتمَحْرَِب  بُیصُِن  ءُآشَیَ  ثُْیحَ  اهَْنِم  ُاَّوبَتَیَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  فَسُوُیِل  اَّنَّکمَ  کَِلذکَوَ  ﴾ 56﴿

نَوقَُّتیَ اوُناکَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلِل  رٌْیخَ  هِرَخِلأَا  رُجْلأَوَ  ﴾ 57﴿

And thus did We give power to Yusuf in the land, to make his dwelling there . “ 56
wherever he wished. We reach with Our mercy on whomsoever We please, and We

.” do not waste the reward of the righteous

And certainly the reward of the Hereafter is (much) better for those who believe . “ 57
.” and are constant in keeping from evil

Commentary: verses 56-57

In the above two verses, Yusuf (a.s.) has been described as a righteous, pious and

true believer. Throughout this Sura the Divine Will is constantly juxtaposed against

the will of man, the latter which, when it goes contrary to the Divine will, always fails in
achieving its objective, for example, Yusuf’s brothers had decided to humiliate him by

throwing him into the well and getting him enslaved, however, the ‘Aziz

recommended that he be held in high esteem. The wife of the ‘Aziz intended to

seduce him and make him commit sins, but Allah, on the contrary, kept him pure and

unblemished. The aristocracy sought to break and destroy him, but Allah granted him

:a high position in the government of Egypt. It is for this reason that the Qur’ān says

And thus did We give power to Yusuf in the land, to make his dwelling there “ 
wherever he wished. We reach
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with Our mercy on whomsoever We please, and We do not waste the reward of the

.” righteous

Even if it might seem a long time, Allah will ultimately reward the righteous for He

.does not disregard any decent act nor allow it to slip into oblivion

However, besides the reward of this world, the righteous will enjoy some better

:rewards in Hereafter. The verse says

And certainly the reward of the Hereafter is (much) better for those who believe and “ 
.” are constant in keeping from evil

****
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Section 8

Point

Yusuf measures out corn to his brothers

Yusuf measures out corn to his brothers and asks them to bring their other brother –
and causes silver pieces to be packed along with their provision so that they may

.return

نَورُکِْنُم هَُل  مْهُوَ  مْهُفَرَعَفَ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُلخَدَفَ  فَسُوُی  هُوَخْإِ  ءَآجَوَ  ﴾ 58﴿

And the brothers of Yusuf came and entered unto him, then he knew them but . “ 58
.” they did not recognize him

Commentary: verse 58

Eventually, as had been predicted, during the first seven consecutive years,
agriculture in Egypt thrived due to the abundance of rainfall and water in the Nile

.River

After the harvests, Yusuf had ordered the people to reserve the required amount for

their needs for themselves and sell the rest to the government, thus the grain stocks

.were high and the storehouses were filled with food supplies

Those seven years of affluence and blessings went by, and then famine and drought

reared their ugly heads. The little rain that fell from the sky was not enough to quench

the thirst of the palm trees, and the suffering of the people began grew greater and

greater as their stockpiles began to run out. At this point, Yusuf sold them grain on the

basis of the schedule which he had preplanned for this emergency and in this way he

.adequately met all their food requirements

This drought did not affect Egypt alone; it had affected the countries neighboring

Egypt as well, devastating large areas. Thus the people of Palestine and the land of

Kan‘ān northeast
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of Egypt, where the House of Ya‘qūb was established, were also affected by the

drought. It was for this reason that Ya‘qūb decided to send all his children to Egypt to

purchase food supplies except Benjamin who stayed with his father. They joined a

camel caravan going to Egypt and according to some sources, arrived there after 18
.days of travel

According to historians, foreigners who entered Egypt had to report to the authorities

on their arrival, who would inform Yusuf about them. When they reported the arrival

of a camel caravan from Palestine, Yusuf quickly recognized his brothers’ names

among the arrivals and ordered them summoned to his court without letting anyone

:know who they were. The verse says

And the brothers of Yusuf came and entered unto him, then he knew them but they “ 
.” did not recognize him

Thirty to forty years had passed since the time they had thrown him into well. The

possibility of him remaining alive was remote, and the last time they had come to

Egypt had also been forty yeas before. It is not surprising, therefore, that they would

not have recognized their brother when they saw him. Moreover, they did not have

.the slightest idea that he had become a great ‘Aziz of Egypt

****
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نَیِلزِْنمُْلا رُْیخَ  ْاَنأَوَ  لَْیکَْلا  یِفوُا  یّنأَ  نَوْرَتَ  لاأَ  مْکُیِبأَ  نِْم  مکَُّل  خٍاَِب  یِنوُتْئا  لَاقَ  مْهِزِاهَجَِب  مهُزََّهجَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 59﴿

And when he provided them with their provisions, he said: ‘Bring unto me a . “ 59
brother of years from your father. Do you not see that I give full measure, and (that) I

?’” am the best of hosts

Commentary: verse 59

Yusuf was very compassionate and kind towards his brothers. When he was speaking

with them, they told him that they were ten brothers from a single father named

Ya‘qūb, the grandson of ’Ibrāhīm al Khalīl, the great prophet of Allah. They told him

that had he known their father, he would have had more respect for them, but their

.aged and venerable father was greatly saddened and depressed

On asking them why their father had been so grief stricken, they replied that he had

had a son whom he loved very much and who was the youngest of all his sons. This

son had gone hunting and playing with them in the fields and when they had

neglected him a wolf came upon him and killed him. Since then, their father had been

.weeping and grieving for him

Some commentators have narrated that Yusuf was in the habit of not selling more

than one camel load of grain per person, and as the brothers were ten, he sold them

ten loads of grain. On receiving the grain, they said that their father, because of

intensive grief, could not travel, as well as a younger brother who had stayed with him

.to serve him and keep his company, so they asked for a share for those two as well
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Yusuf ordered his men to add to their share, then turning towards them he told them

to bring along the younger brother with them as a sign the next time they came back.
:The holy Qur’ānic says

And when he provided them with their provisions, he said: ‘Bring unto me a brother “ 
of years from

. …” your father

:Then Yusuf added

?’” Do you not see that I give full measure, and (that) I am the best of hosts “… 

****
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نِوُبرَْقتَ لاَوَ  يدِْنعِ  مْکَُل  لَْیکَ  لافَ  هِِب  یِنوُتأْتَ  مَْل  نإِف  ﴾ 60﴿

But if you do not bring him to me you shall have no measure (of corn) from me nor . “ 60
shall you

.” even) come near me)

Commentary: verse 60

After words of encouragement and showing his affection and hospitality, he warns

them of the consequences; if they did not bring their brother with them the next time,
they would get no wheat from him and they would not even be able to get close to

him, for bringing their brother would be a proof of good faith in their dealings. The

:verse says

But if you do not bring him to me you shall have no measure (of corn) from me nor “ 
.” shall you (even) come near me

This was the perfect pretext to get the brothers to bring Benjamin to him. Incidentally,
these interpretations make it clear that the buying and selling of grain in Egypt was

not commonly done by weight but by volume; and also this shows that Yusuf was, in
.all respects, a hospitable person

****
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نَوُلعِافََل اَّنإِو  هُاَبأَ  هُْنعَ  دُوِارَُنسَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 61﴿

They said: ‘We will seek to get him from his father; and verily we certainly will do . “ 61
(’.” (it

Commentary: verse 61

:In answer to him, the brothers of Yusuf replied him as follows

They said: ‘We will seek to get him from his father; and verily we certainly will do “ 
(’.” (it

They were assured that they could penetrate in father from this point of view and

attract his agreement; and it should be so. While they were able to get Yusuf out of

the hands of their father by persuasion and insistence, how would they not be able to

?separate Benjamin from him

In this regard, they called on their father frequently, begging him and sought to

.deceive him

However, the Arabic term /murāwidah/ means: frequent referring to someone,
.accompanying with surge and plot

****
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نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  مْهِِلهْأَ  یَلإِ  اوُبلَقَْنا  اذَإِ  اهََنوُفرِْعیَ  مْهَُّلعََل  مْهِِلاحَرِ  یِف  مْهُتَعَاضَِب  اوُلعَجْا  هِِنایَْتفِِل  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 62﴿

And he told his servants to put their merchandise (with which they had bartered) . “ 62
into their saddle-bags, so that they may recognize it when they return to their family

(.” in order that they might come back (again

Commentary: verse 62

Hadrat Yusuf (a.s.) whose name is synonymous with words such as honesty,
generosity and sincerity, would definitely not have given money from the treasury to

his father or his brothers. It is highly probable that he had given them back the money

.for the grain from of his own share and out of his own pocket

He returned the money to them so that lack of money would not hinder them from

coming back. In addition, returning the money was a sign of sincerity, of having no evil

intentions with regard to bringing the brother to him, and placing the money among

the goods might have been to protect them from theft or robbery and that action can

.be a sign of non-indebtedness

Why did not Yusuf introduce himself to his brothers? What prevented him from

introducing himself so that his brothers could recognize him more quickly and make it
possible for him to return to his father sooner and relieve him of the grief and misery

?that he had suffered all those years

Some commentators say that Allah did not allow Yusuf to do this because this

separation was a trial for Ya‘qūb and he was compelled to successfully undergo this

period as was
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ordained by Allah. Before the end of this test, Yusuf was not allowed to introduce

.himself

Moreover, if he had immediately introduced himself to his brothers, undesirable

reactions might have resulted, among them was that they might have become so

fearful that they would not have come back at all presuming that he would take

.revenge upon them for the past

****
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نَوظُِفاحََل هَُل  اَّنإِوَ  لْتَکَْن  اَناخَأَ  آنَعَمَ  لْسِرْاَفَ  لُْیکَْلا  اَّنِم  عَِنُم  اَناَبأَ  آیَ  اوُلاقَ  مْهِیِبأَ  یَلإِ  اوعُجَرَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 63﴿

So, when they returned to their father, they said: ‘O our father! The measure was . “ 63
denied to us, therefore send our brother with us that we may get our measure; and

’.” verily we will certainly guard him

Commentary: verse 63

Yusuf’s brothers then returned to Kan‘ān rejoicing and well supplied although they

were worried that if their father did not give his consent to send Benjamin back with

them, the new ‘Aziz (Yusuf), would not receive them and no share would be allocated

.to them

Thus, on their return to Kan‘ān, they told their father that the condition for receiving

future supplies of grain would be for him to send Benjamin with them to Egypt. The

:above holy verse says

So, when they returned to their father, they said: ‘O our father! The measure was “ 
denied to us, therefore send our brother with us that we may get our measure; and

’.” verily we will certainly guard him

****
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نَیمحِاَّرلا مُحَرْأَ  وَهُوَ  اًظِفاحَ  رٌْیخَ  هَُّللافَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  مْکُُتْنِمأَ  آمَکَ  َّلاإِ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُنمَأَءَ  لْهَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 64﴿

He said: ‘Shall I trust you with him save as I trusted you with his brother before? . “ 64
’.” But Allah is the best guardian, and He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones

Commentary: verse 64

The father, who had never forgotten the memory of Yusuf (a.s.), was overwhelmingly

upset when he heard these words. Turning to them, he wanted to know whether he

:could have trusted them as he had trusted them before with Yusuf. The verse says

He said: ‘Shall I trust you with him save as I trusted you with his brother before? But “ 
’.” Allah is the best guardian, and He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones

Question: In view of the bad record which Ya‘qūb’s sons had, why did he agree to

?send Benjamin along with them

Answer: Fakhr Rāzī has dealt with a number of different possibilities, each of which

can eventually provide some kind of justification for Ya‘qūb’s consent. Firstly, the

brothers had not achieved their primary objective which consisted of winning their

.father’s favor. Secondly, they were less jealous of Benjamin than of Yusuf

Thirdly, perhaps drought and consequently famine had forced them to make another

journey. Fourthly, decades had passed since the affair with Yusuf and hence it was

regarded as something forgotten. Fifthly, Allah, the Almighty, had inspired Ya‘qūb with

certainty regarding the safety and protection of his son. And finally, trusting in Allah,
.Ya‘qūb once again entrusted Benjamin to his brothers
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اَناخَأَ ظُفَحَْنوَ  انَلَهْأَ  رُیمَنوَ  انَْیَلإِ  تَّْدرُ  انَُتعَاضَِب  هِذِهـَ  یغِْبَن  امـَ  اَـناَبأَ  آیـَ  اوُلاقـَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  تَّْدرُ  مْهُتَعَاضـَِب  اودُجـَوَ  مْهُعَاتـَمَ  اوحُتَفَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 65﴿

رٌیسِیَ لٌْیکَ  کَِلذَ  رٍیعَِب  لَْیکَ  دُادَزَْنوَ 

And when they opened their baggage, they found their merchandise had been . “ 65
returned to them. They said: ‘O our father! What (more) can we desire? This is our

merchandise (that) has been returned to us. We shall get provision for our family, and

guard our brother. And we shall obtain an extra camel’s load. That is an easy

’.” measure

Commentary: verse 65

The Arabic term /namīru/ is derived from the term /mīr/ which means food supplies

and the phrase /namīru ahlanā/ means: ‘we provide our family with food’. One can

infer from the sentence “We shall obtain an extra camel’s load” that the share of each

person had been limited to a camel load which would have been allocated to the

.person (Benjamin) only if he himself had been present

Once the brothers unloaded their goods, they found that their capital had been

returned to them, i.e., all of what they had paid the ‘Aziz, was found among their

:goods. The verse says

And when they opened their baggage, they found their merchandise had been “ 
. …” returned to them

Feeling that this discovery was decisive evidence to support their proposal, they used

it to convince their father to send Benjamin with them, what else could they want?

Their
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capital had been returned to them and the prospect of adding an extra camel load to

:their goods was an easy matter for the generous ‘Aziz. The verse continues saying

They said: ‘O our father! What (more) can we desire? This is our merchandise “… 
(that) has been returned to us. We shall get provision for our family, and guard our

’.” brother. And we shall obtain an extra camel’s load. That is an easy measure

****
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لٌیکِوَ لُوقَُن  امَ  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  لَاقَ  مْهُقَِثوْمَ  هُوْتَاءَ  آَّملَفَ  مْکُِب  طَاحَُی  نأَ  َّلآإِ  هِِب  یِنَّنُتأْتََل  هَِّللا  نَِم  اًقِثوْمَ  نِوُتؤُْت  یَّتحَ  مْکُعَمَ  هُلَسِرُْا  نَْل  لَاقَ  ﴾ 66﴿

He said: ‘Never will I send him with you until you pledge a solemn covenant to me, . “ 66
in Allah’s name, that you will surely bring him back to me, unless you are surrounded

in (an evil accident).’ And when they had sworn their solemn pledge, he said: ‘Allah is
’.” Guardian over what we say

Commentary: verse 66

The Arabic term /mūθiq/ here means that which generates reliability and wins the

confidence of the opposite side, it might take the form of a commitment, making an

.oath or making a sacrifice

Ya‘qūb, despite all these incentives was not willing to send his son Benjamin along

with them. But their insistence, which was coupled with sound logic, persuaded him to

submit to their proposal. So he finally gave his conditional approval to Benjamin going

with them. But they had to swear in Allah’s name to return Benjamin to him unless

they were rendered powerless in fulfilling their commitment due to death or other

:unforeseen events. The verse says

He said: ‘Never will I send him with you until you pledge a solemn covenant to me, in “ 
Allah’s name, that you will surely bring him back to me, unless you are surrounded in

(.’ …” (an evil accident

The purpose of this oath (a divine pledge) has been the very covenant and oath which

invoked the Divine Name. Only then was he prepared to release Benjamin to them,
for it now
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meant that Allah (s.w.t.) was Guardian and Witness to what they pledged. The verse

:says

And when they had sworn their solemn pledge, he said: ‘Allah is Guardian over “… 
’.” what we say

****
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هِْیلَعَ هَِّلِل  َّلاإِ  مُکْحُْلا  نِإِ  ءٍیْشـَ  نِم  هَِّللا  نَِم  مکُنعَ  یِنغُْا  آمَوَ  هٍقَرّفَتَُّم  بٍاوَْبأَ  نِْم  اوُلخُدْاوَ  دٍـحاوَ  بٍاَب  نِم  اوُلخُدْتـَ  َّیِنَب لاَ  ایـَ  لَاقـَوَ  ﴾ 67﴿

نَوُلکّوَتَمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ  هِیلَعَوَ  تُْلَّکوَتَ 

He also said: ‘O’ my sons! Do not enter by one gate, but enter by separate gates. . “ 67
Yet I cannot avail you anything against Allah. Judgment belongs no one but Allah. In

’.” Him do I put my trust, and in Him let all that trust put their trust

Commentary: verse 67

After winning the approval of their father, the brothers got ready to go to Egypt for

.the second time taking their younger brother along with them

Ya‘qūb advised them that they should not all enter by one gate to avoid drawing the

attention of the jealous minded and those who did not wish them well, instead, they

should enter Egypt through different gates, and thus be safer from the evil intentions

:of people. The verse says

. …” He also said: ‘O’ my sons! Do not enter by one gate, but enter by separate gates “ 

Nevertheless, he was quick to point out that in the final analysis, it was Allah that was

the final Guarantor and Judge, and in Him and only Him should we put our trust, and

from Him we must seek help, even when we take precautions. The verse continues

:saying

Yet I cannot avail you anything against Allah. Judgment belongs no one but Allah. “… 
’.” In Him do I put my trust, and in Him let all that trust put their trust
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امَِل مٍْلعِ  وذَُل  هَُّنإِوَ  اهَاضَقَ  بَوقُْعیَ  سِْفَن  یِف  هًجَاحَ  َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هَِّللا  نَِم  مهُْنعَ  یِنْغُی  نَاکَ  اَّم  مهُوُبأَ  مْهُرَمَأَ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  اوُلخَدَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 68﴿

نومُلَْعیَ سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  هُانَمَّْلعَ 

And when they entered in the manner their father had enjoined them, it availed . “ 68
them nothing against Allah; but (it was) a need in Jacob’s soul which he so satisfied;

and verily he was possessed of a knowledge for that We had taught him, but most

.” people do not know

Commentary: verse 68

The brothers set off from Kan‘ān and, after covering a long distance, they arrived in
Egypt. On their arrival, they acted according to the instructions of their old father and

:entered through different gates. The verse says

, …” And when they entered in the manner their father had enjoined them “ 

This behavior, however, did not have any influence on the Divine will. The only effect

mentioned here was that Ya‘qūb’s wishes had been fulfilled. The verse continues

:saying

it availed them nothing against Allah; but (it was) a need in Jacob’s soul which he “… 
; …” so satisfied

Allusion is made to the fact that its sole effect was that it provided comfort for father

for he was far away and isolated from all of his sons. He was also concerned about

those who would be jealous of them and those who harbored ill will towards them,
and being confident that they would put his recommendations into practice, he felt

:more at ease. The verse says
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and verily he was possessed of a knowledge for that We had taught him, but most “… 
.” people do not know

:Explanations

Bitter experiences educate man, and as a result, he is more inclined to take the . 1
.words of great men seriously

Even correct calculations and planning are only effective if they are in accordance . 2
with the Divine will, once they run contrary to the will of Allah they cannot come into

.effect

Ya‘qūb was aware of some secrets and subjects which he did not deem fit to . 3
.disclose

.The prayers of the men of Allah are always accepted and their needs fulfilled . 4

.The knowledge of the prophets has its origin in the Divine knowledge . 5

Most people are only aware of the means and the causes of events and are . 6
.ignorant of Allah’s authority and the need for putting all their hopes and trust in Him

****
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Section 9

Point

Yusuf meets his Brother

Joseph’s devise to detain his brother (Benyāmīn) Benjamin

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  سِْئتَْبتَ  لاَفَ  كَوخُأَ  ْاَنأَ  یّنإِ  لَاقَ  هُاخَأَ  هِْیَلإِ  يوَاءَ  فَسُوُی  یلَعَ  اوُلخَدَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 69﴿

And, when they entered unto Yusuf, he lodged his (own) brother (Benyāmīn) with . “ 69
’.” himself, saying: ‘I am your brother; so do not grieve at what they were doing

Commentary: verse 69

According to the narrations, when Ya‘qūb’s (a.s.) sons arrived in Egypt, Yusuf hosted

them and ordered a table full of various foods for every couple of them. Benjamin

remained seated alone, so Yusuf seated him near himself, then he allocated every

two persons for one room and made Benjamin his roommate. While together,
Benjamin talked about the infidelities of the brothers and the crimes which they had

committed the years before against their brother, Yusuf. At this moment Yusuf, who

had become impatient, exclaimed: “Stop worrying! I am that very Yusuf!” He uttered

these words so emphatically “Indeed, I am your brother!” that it left no possibility of

:doubt in the truth of his words. The verse says

And, when they entered unto Yusuf, he lodged his (own) brother (Benyāmīn) with “ 
’.” himself, saying: ‘I am your brother; so do not grieve at what they were doing
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As for the concept of the sentence: “So do not grieve at what they were doing”, there

are two possibilities worth consideration. The first is that Benjamin should stop

getting depressed about the past conduct of his brothers. The second is that it is

probable that the plan which was to be put into practice by his slaves for Benjamin’s
own goods i.e., placing the cup among the loads in order for him to stay with him,

.should not be a reason for worry

:Explanations

The brothers who boasted of their power the previous day, claiming that they were . 1
a powerful group, had to undergo a significant amount of humiliation in order to

secure their food supplies. They practically had to kiss Yusuf’s threshold in a

.humiliating manner

When a blessing is obtain, the concerning former afflictions should be renounced . 2

.( Yusuf and Benjamin had a face to face meeting then they forgot their past sorrows)

Before the execution of any plan and project, the innocent must be spiritually ready . 3
and must clearly know the justification for the action. Benjamin was told that he would

.be kept in Egypt under the pretext of being discovered as a thief to which he agreed

****
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نَوُقرِاسََل مْکَُّنإِ  رُیعِْلا  اهَُتَّیأَ  نٌذّؤَُم  نََّذأَ  َّمُث  هِیخأَ  لِحْرَ  یِف  هَیَاقَسّلا  لَعَجَ  مْهِزِاهَجَِب  مهُزََّهجَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 70﴿

Then, when he provided them with their provisions, he put the drinking cup into . “ 70
his brother’s saddle-bag. Then a herald shouted: ‘O you men of the caravan! You are

!’” certainly thieves

Commentary: verse 70

The Arabic term /siqāyah/ refers to a container out of which one drinks water. The

word /rahl/ means a pouch or saddle-bag which is loaded onto a camel. The term /‘īr/
.means: a caravan of camels which carries food supplies

This incident is the fruit of one of two creative plans which Yusuf designed. In the first

instance he hid the brothers’ capital among the load of grain so that they might once

again return. This time, he planted the precious cup in his brother’s saddlebag in order

:to retain him in Egypt as a deposit. It says

Then, when he provided them with their provisions, he put the drinking cup into his “ 
brother’s saddle-bag. Then a herald shouted: ‘O you men of the caravan! You are

!’” certainly thieves

Some Islamic narrations say that during the meeting between Benjamin and Yusuf,
the latter asked Benjamin if he would like to stay with him. Benjamin said that he

would, but he mentioned that his father had gotten his brothers to swear to return

.him to their father

.Yusuf replied that he would devise a plan for him to stay

?Question: Why were these innocent people accused of theft

Answer: Benjamin, with full understanding, declared his approval of the scheme for

.him to stay with his brother Yusuf
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Although his other brothers became them briefly upset and desperate because of the

.accusation, they were acquitted after an inspection

In addition, Yusuf’s agents were unaware that he had planted the cup in his brother’s
.saddlebag, so they naturally proclaimed that the brothers were thieves

Even if Yusuf had said that they were thieves, still there would have been no problem,
since, according to Imam Sādiq (a.s.), what they had stolen was not specified, and the

meaning of thieves applied to them really meant that they had stolen Yusuf from his

father. In the story, no one said that they had stolen the cup, but that it was lost. Thus

(they were thieves, the thieves of Yusuf, not the thieves of the cup.(1

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said: that he who tells a white lie in order to reform or to

remove conflict between others is not counted as a lie. It was then that he recited this

(verse.(2

:Explanations

,(It is permitted to fabricate scenes in order to discover an offence(3

and for the sake of superior objectives it is also admissible to attribute theft to an

(innocent man who has agreed to play the role of the thief.(4

If there is one wrongdoer in a group, people will often hold the whole group

.” responsible. “O you men of the caravan! You are certainly thieves
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نَودُقِْفتَ اذَاَّم  مهِْیلَعَ  اوُلبَْقأَوَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 71﴿

مٌیعِزَ هِِب  ْاَنأَوَ  رٍیعَِب  لُمْحِ  هِِب  ءَآجَ  نمَِلوَ  کِِلمَْلا  عَاوَصُ  دُقِْفَن  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 72﴿

?’” They said, while turning to them: ‘What is it that you have lost . “ 71

They said: ‘We have lost the king’s cup, and whoever brings it shall receive (the . “ 72
’.” reward of) a camel-load, and I guarantee it

Commentary: verses 71-72

The Arabic terms /suwā‘/ and /siqāyah/ are often used with same sense, meaning a

vessel out of which water was drunk and which was also used to measure out

(quantities of wheat.(1

This term illustrates the efficiency, and enjoyment of a single device that

.encompasses a wide range of functions

The Arabic word /himl/ means a load while /haml/ means a load that is hidden, such as

.rain which is hidden within the clouds or the child in its mother’s womb

The Qur’ānic sentence saying: ‘whoever brings it shall receive (the reward of) a

camel’s load’, in the literature of Islamic jurisprudence, is known as /ju‘ālah/ or /ji‘ālah/
:(wage) which has precedence in terms of legal credibility. It says

?’” They said, while turning to them: ‘What is it that you have lost “ 

They said: ‘We have lost the king’s cup, and whoever brings it shall receive (the “ 
, …” reward of) a camel-load

:The speaker of this statement, for a more emphasis, said

’.” and I guarantee it “… 
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.equal to about 3 kg of wheat
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نَیِقرِاسَ اَّنکُ  امَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  دَسِْفُنِل  انَْئجِ  اَّم  مُتمِْلعَ  دْقََل  هَِّللاتَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 73﴿

They said: ‘By Allah! You know well (that) we have not come to make mischief in . “ 73
’.” the land, and we are not thieves

Commentary: verse 73

The brothers, disturbed by these words, were not aware of the roots of the problem.
In their reply, they seem certain that the Egyptian authorities knew that they were

:not the type to steal. The verse says

They said: ‘By Allah! You know well (that) we have not come to make mischief in the “ 
’.” land, and we are not thieves

This statement of the brothers shows that probably the Egyptians had a record of

their previous transactions; and now the travelers said that they had declared their

readiness to return the capital that was hidden among their supplies on the previous

trip. So how could those who, returning from a remote country to give back the capital

found amongst their supplies be guilty of stealing? Moreover, it is said that on their

arrival in Egypt, they had firmly closed the mouths of their camels with bridles so that

they would not graze on other’s farms or do any damage to fields. How would they

?commit such an ugly vice
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****

:Explanations

.Having a clean record is a powerful argument for exoneration from suspicion . 1

.Burglary and theft are examples of corruption on the earth . 2

A country should monitor the arrival and departure of foreign travelers especially in
.times of crisis to be sure about their intentions

****
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نَیِبذِاکَ مُتنکُ  نإِ  هُؤُآزَجَ  امَفَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 74﴿

?’” They said: ‘What is the penalty thereof, if you are liars . “ 74

Commentary: verse 74

The punishment inflicted upon thieves has varied among different nations due to

differences in their living standards. Theft is a major crime that causes economic

disruption and social insecurity; as such it has been always cited as a crime in all legal

statutes and customs in all parts of the world. The penalty prescribed for theft has

been as varied as the civilizations and cultures of the world. In Egypt, which was very

affluent at that time, the penalty for theft consisted of lashes and imprisonment. In

Palestine, on the other hand, the penalty was that the thief would be put into bondage

commensurate with the amount he had stolen, because theft was a transgression

.against the people’s rights and had economical motives

Thus the import of the question posed, i.e., the penalty if they were proven to be liars

and had stolen the cup, is that the brothers would have to choose between the

Egyptian and Palestinian penalties. Anyway, it seems that the questioner was Hadrat

Yusuf himself since he knew that the brothers would accept judgment according to

the regulations and laws of Kan‘ān which is exactly what he had anticipated they

:would choose. The verse says

?’” They said: ‘What is the penalty thereof, if you are liars “ 

****
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نَیمِِلاَّظلا يزِجَْن  کَِلذَکَ  هُؤُآزَجَ  وَهُفَ  هِِلحْرَ  یِف  دَجِوُ  نمَ  هُؤُآزَجَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 75﴿

They said: ‘The penalty thereof is that he in whose bag it is found shall himself be . “ 75
’.” (held as bondsman) in penalty for it. Thus do we punish the unjust

Commentary: verse 75

(Tribes in the past used to punish thieves by putting them into servitude.(1

And there is no exceptions or discrimination in law, whoever was found to be a thief

would be enslaved. Of course, the retribution of a wrongdoer in a foreign country can

.often be decided according to the laws of his country

Thus in Egypt the guilty could be judged by the laws of his land and not according to

the laws of the host country. The Qur’ān sees theft as an outstanding instance of

oppression and thus in the noble verse it calls the thief an ‘unjust’ one. The verse

:says

They said: ‘The penalty thereof is that he in whose bag it is found shall himself be “ 
’.” (held as bondsman) in penalty for it. Thus do we punish the unjust

Since the law in Kan‘ān was that the thief must lose his freedom in servitude, the

brothers said that his penalty was the same one in whose load it was found; i.e., the

thief himself would be its penalty (prevention). Yusuf had achieved his objective which

.was to detain his brother

****
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نأَ َّلآإِ  کِِلمَْلا  نِید  یِف  هُاخَأَ  ذَخُأْیَِل  نَاکَ  امَ  فَسُوُیِل  اَندْکِ  کَِلذَکَ  هِیخِأَ  ءِآعَوِ  نِم  اهَجَرَخْتَسْا  َّمُث  هِیخِأَ  ءِآعَوِ  لَْبقَ  مْهِِتیَعِوْاَِب  أَدَبَفَ  ﴾ 76﴿

مٌیِلعَ مٍْلعِ  يذِ  لّکُ  قَوْفَوَ  ءُآشََّن  نمَ  تٍاجَرَدَ  عُفَرَْن  هَُّللا  ءَآشَیَ 

And so he began (the search) with their bags before the bag of his brother. Then . “ 76
he drew it out from his brother’s bag. Thus did We contrive for Yusuf’s sake; for he

could not take his brother in accordance with the king’s law, except that Allah willed.
We raise the degrees of whomsoever We please, and above everyone endued with

.” knowledge, there is one more knowing

Commentary: verse 76

At this moment, Yusuf ordered everything to be unloaded and each load to be

examined separately. However, in order not to make them suspicious, he examined

the loads of the brothers before examining Benjamin’s load from which he produced

:the ‘stolen cup’. The verse says

And so he began (the search) with their bags before the bag of his brother. Then he “ 
. …” drew it out from his brother’s bag

As soon as the cup was discovered, the brothers were extremely astonished and a

mountain of grief and despair overtook them. Their brother had apparently

committed theft, which was a blow to their reputation, a matter which would

jeopardize their standing with the ‘Aziz. And what answer

?would they give their father? How could he believe that it was not their fault this time
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Then the Qur’ān adds that this was how Allah contrived the matter for Yusuf’s sake in
order that he would keep his brother with him in a manner that other brothers could

not resist. The important problem was that Yusuf could not retain his brother by the

.law of the king except that Binyamin would be beaten and put in prison

That was why he made the brothers confess what the retribution of theft was if one

of them would commit it. They answered that according to the tradition of their land

:the thief himself would be kept. The verse says

Thus did We contrive for Yusuf’s sake; for he could not take his brother in “… 
. …” accordance with the king’s law, except that Allah willed

This verse indicates that Yusuf’s actions according to the laws and traditions of his

brothers’ own land, was performed according to the Divine command. This was a plan

that protected his brother, provided a test for his father, Ya‘qūb, and was an

.evaluation of his other brothers as well

In the end, after every test, there is an elevation in rank for those who have the merit.
This rank is achieved by going through tests just as Yusuf had successfully done.
Nevertheless, regardless of whatever rank we achieve, there will always be someone

superior in knowledge comparing some others. In the hierarchy of knowledge, Allah is
:at the peak because His knowledge is infinite and is not confined. The verse says

We raise the degrees of whomsoever We please, and above everyone endued “… 
.” with knowledge, there is one more knowing

****
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نَوفُصِتَ امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  هَُّللاوَ  اًناکََّم  ٌّرشَ  مُْتنأَ  لَاقَ  مْهَُل  اهَدِْبُی  مَْلوَ  هِسِْفَن  یِف  فُسُوُی  اهََّرسَاَفَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هَُّل  خٌأَ  قَرَسَ  دْقَفَ  قْرِسْیَ  نإِ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 77﴿

They said: ‘If he steals, a brother of his had stolen before.’ But Yusuf kept it secret . “ 77
within his heart and did not reveal it to them. He said: ‘You are in a worse situation,

’.” and Allah knows best (the truth) of what you state

Commentary: verse 77

The brothers eventually came to the conclusion that their brother Benjamin was a

thief and his reputation would ruin their supposedly good relations with the ‘Aziz.
Thus, in order to distance themselves from him, they attributed it to a family trait in so

far that his brother Yusuf, like him, who was of the same mother, had also been a

thief. They both, on the other hand, should be treated differently because they

:themselves were from another mother. The verse says

.’ …” They said: ‘If he steals, a brother of his had stolen before “ 

On hearing such words, Yusuf became very saddened but he kept it to himself and did

not reveal his feelings or his opinion. Even though they had committed the great sin of

false attribution and slander he did not answer them. He just went on to tell them in
very subtle terms that they had sunk far lower than the brother they had so unjustly

:accused. The verse says

But Yusuf kept it secret within his heart and did not reveal it to them. He said: ‘You “… 
’.” are in a worse situation, and Allah knows best (the truth) of what you state
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نَینسِحْ - مُْلا نَِم  كَارََن  اَّنإِ  هَُناکَمَ  اَندَحَأَ  ذْخُفَ  اًریِبکَ  اًخْیشَ  اًبأَ  هَُل  َّنإِ  رُیزِعَْلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 78﴿

They said: ‘O’ ‘Aziz! He has a father, aged and advanced in years, so take one of . “ 78
’.” us in his place; verily we see you of the doers of good

Commentary: verse 78

As they realized that in accord with the penalty to which they themselves had agreed,
their younger brother Benjamin would have to stay with the ‘Aziz and that they had

made a pledge with their father to do their utmost to protect and return him safely to

Ya‘qūb, they pleaded with Yusuf who was yet unknown to them to take one of them

:instead. The verse says

They said: ‘O’ ‘Aziz! He has a father, aged and advanced in years, so take one of us in “ 
; …” his place

They explained the reason of their request that they had realized the ‘Aziz one of the

righteous and that was not the first time that he showed them kindness, then it was

:better to complete his affection by according their request. The verse says

’.” verily we see you of the doers of good “… 

****
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نَومُِلاظََل اًذإِ  آَّنإِ  هُدَنعِ  انَعَاتَمَ  اَندْجَوَ  نمَ  َّلاإِ  ذَخُأَّْن  نأَ  هَِّللا  ذَاعَمَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 79﴿

He said: ‘Allah forbid that we take (anyone) other than him with whom we found . “ 79
’.” our property. Indeed (if we did so) we would certainly be of the unjust ones

Commentary: verse 79

Yusuf immediately turned down this proposal, implying that a just person will never

punish an innocent man for an offence which had been committed by someone else.
:To do such a thing would make one an oppressor. The verse says

He said: ‘Allah forbid that we take (anyone) other than him with whom we found our “ 
’.” property. Indeed (if we did so) we would certainly be of the unjust ones

It is interesting to note that Yusuf never uses the word thief to refer to his brother, on

the contrary, he says “him with whom we have found our property”. This is one of the

.signs indicating that he was careful to use no offensive language in all of his life

:Explanations

It is necessary for everyone to observe regulations and rules and breaking them is . 1
.forbidden even for the ‘Aziz

Breaking just laws is an act of oppression. One must not break laws at the behest of . 2
.this and that person

The innocent must not be held responsible and suffer the consequences for what . 3
.someone else had done even when he consents to do so

****
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Section 10

Point

Yusuf discloses his identity

Brothers of Joseph returned to report to Jacob saying that Benjamin committed a

theft and hence detained by the king – Jacob loses his sight in his sorrow for his son

Joseph and orders search for Joseph – Joseph discloses his identity to his Brothers

فَسـُوُی یِف  مُْتطَّْرفَ  امَ  لُْبقَ  نِموَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  اًقِثوْمَ  مکُْیلَعَ  ذَخَأَ  دْقـَ  مْکُاَبأَ  َّناَ  اومُلَْعتَ  مَْلأَ  مهُرُیِبکَ  لَاقَ  اًّیجَِن  اوصُلَخَ  هُْنِم  اوسُأَْیتَسْا  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 80﴿

نَیمِکِاحَْلا رُْیخَ  وَهُوَ  یِل  هَُّللا  مَکُحْیَ  وْأَ  یِبأَ  یِل  نَذَأْیَ  یَّتحَ  ضَرْلأَا  حَرَْبأَ  نْلَفَ 

So when they despaired of (moving) him, they conferred in private. The eldest of . “ 80
them said: ‘Don’t you know that your father has taken a solemn covenant from you in
Allah’s name, and before that you failed to perform your duty with Yusuf? Therefore, I
will never leave this land until my father permits me, or Allah decides for me; and He is

’.” the best of judges

Commentary: verse 80

The brothers were faced with the prospect of returning to their father in shame. They

did their utmost to save Benjamin, however they found all roads leading to a solution

.blocked

Therefore, they despaired from the ‘Aziz, or from deliverance of the brother, and

decided to return to kan‘ān and tell their father about the matter when they went off

.by themselves into a corner and conferred as to what next to do

:The verse says
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. …” So when they despaired of (moving) him, they conferred in private “ 

However, in that private conference the elder brother told them whether they did not

know that their father had taken an oath of Allah from them that they had to return

Benjamin in any possible price, and that they were the same persons who formerly

failed to fulfil their duty concerning Yusuf, and had a bad background with the Father.
:The verse says

The eldest of them said: ‘Don’t you know that your father has taken a solemn “… 
covenant from you in Allah’s name, and before that you failed to perform your duty

? …” with Yusuf

The older brother, who embarrassed and frustrated at their unreliability with their

father, decided to stay in Egypt until his father permitted or until Allah (s.w.t.) decided.
:The holy verse continues saying

Therefore, I will never leave this land until my father permits me, or Allah decides “… 
’.” for me; and He is the best of judges

The decision of Allah means either until death overtook him or that Allah (s.w.t.) would

make manifest a solution to this problem; or a plausible excuse which could decisively

.accepted by father

:Explanations

The Arabic term /xalasū/ means separating themselves away from others. The . 1
Qur’ānic word /najiyyan/ means to enter into a whispered conversation with

.someone

Therefore, the phrase /xalasū najiyyan/ means that they gathered together apart

.from others, for a confidential meeting to decide on what to do
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Pleas and requests should not hinder one from executing Divine commands and . 2
.implementing decisive plans in that respect

In cases where one is a culprit in major disasters and unpleasant matters, the . 3
.elders are more responsible and the more shameful they seem

.Treachery and crime hurt the conscience of good people throughout their lives . 4

****
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نَیظِِفاحَ بِْیغَْلِل  اَّنکُ  امَوَ  انَمِْلعَ  امَِب  َّلاإِ  آَندْهِشَ  امَوَ  قَرَسَ  کَنَْبا  َّنإِ  اَناَبأَ  آیَ  اوُلوقُفَ  مْکُیِبأَ  یَلإِ  اوعُجِرْا  ﴾ 81﴿

Go back to your father and say: ‘O’ father! Verily your son has committed theft, . “ 81
and we did not bear witness except to what we knew, and we were not guardians of

’.” the Unseen

Commentary: verse 81

Then the elder brother told other brothers that they would return to the Father and

say that his son (Benjamin) committed theft and that the testimony they would

present to their father could only be based on the amount of the truth that they were

.aware of

They saw the king’s cup discovered and taken out from their brother’s load which

proved that he had committed theft. Nevertheless, they started to become aware

.that the hidden truth of the matter rested with Allah

:The verse says

Go back to your father and say: ‘O’ father! Verily your son has committed theft, and “ 
we did not bear witness except to what we knew, and we were not guardians of the

’.” Unseen

****
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نَوُقدِاصََل اَّنإِو  اهَیِف  انَْلبَْقأَ  یِتَّلا  رَیعِْلاوَ  اهَیِف  اَّنکُ  یِتَّلا  هَیَرْقَْلا  لِأَسْاوَ  ﴾ 82﴿

And ask at the town in which we were and the caravan with which we travelled . “ 82
.” hither, and verily we are indeed truthful

Commentary: verse 82

The Arabic term /qaryah/ does not only mean ‘village ’, but it also means ‘a meeting

.place’ and ‘a residential area’ as well, whether be it a town or a village

Yusuf’s brothers did not have any evidence to prove that he was killed by a wolf when

they described the event for their father, but they provided two proofs to support

their story in this situation. Firstly they had witnesses in the town, and secondly, they

.had witnesses in the caravan among which they were

Besides that, in the former description they said: “…even though we be truthful”(1)
where the Arabic word /lau/ is a sign of doubt, weakness, and anxiety, while here, in
this verse, they say: “…verily we are indeed truthful” that, with the application of

.‘verily’ and ‘indeed’, they claimed that they were really truthful

Then, in order to make clear their father from any suspicion and to make him sure

:that the fact had been exactly that very thing they explained, they said

And ask at the town in which we were and the caravan with which we travelled “ 
, …” hither
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This statement means that there were naturally some people from Kan‘ān among

them whom Jacob knew and he could ask the true affair from them so that, however,
:he would become certain that they were telling nothing but the truth. It says

.” and verily we are indeed truthful “… 

They were very confident in their position, they were sure that if the father were to

.investigate he would find that they were indeed telling the truth

From the verse, we can also deduce that the news that Benjamin had stolen the

,king’s cup spread around the town and among the caravan

****
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مُیکِحَْلا مُیِلعَْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  اًعیمجَ  مهِِب  یِنیَِتأْیَ  نأَ  هَُّللا  یسَعَ  لٌیمجَ  رٌْبصَفَ  اًرْمأَ  مْکُسُفُنأَ  مْکَُل  تَْلَّوسَ  لَْب  لَاقَ  ﴾ 83﴿

He (Ya‘qūb) said: ‘No, but your (guilty) selves have made a matter fair for you, so . “ 83
patience is good. Maybe Allah will bring them to me all together; verily He is the All-

’.” Knowing, the All-Wise

Commentary: verse 83

The brothers departed from Egypt, leaving the youngest and the oldest behind, they

returned to Kan‘ān in frustration and shame. On this occasion, contrary to other

times, their father found them deeply disturbed and depressed and that Benjamin

and the oldest brother were not with them, thus he realized that something

.unpleasant had taken place

In order to remove their father’s suspicions and increase his confidence in them, this

time they told the truth of the matter as it had appeared to them, calling him to inquire

.from the people of Egypt and the caravan to verify their story

Ya‘qūb was not impressed, he became angry, and staring at them, he told them that it
was their souls that had made something appealing to them that had led to this

.disaster

:The verse says

, …” He (Ya‘qūb) said: ‘No, but your (guilty) selves have made a matter fair for you “ 

On his part Ya‘qūb had no other choice than to take recourse in sweet patience and

trust in Allah to return all his sons to him, if He willed, because He is aware of them

,inside of all as well as whatever happened and will happen. Moreover
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:He is Wise and never does anything undue. The holy verse continues saying

so patience is good. Maybe Allah will bring them to me all together; verily He is the “… 
’.” All-Knowing, the All-Wise

:Explanations

When the brothers, feigning sadness, brought Yusuf’s bloody shirt to their father, - 1
they said that Yusuf had been eaten by a wolf. Hadrat Ya‘qūb (a.s.) said that their

souls had made up something which they had found attractive. Now, with his next two

.sons taken away from him, he repeats the same sentence

Perhaps, this question may be raised that: in Yusuf’s affair the brothers committed

treason and planned conspiracies, while in the Benjamin’s affair, such was not the

case. Then, why does Ya‘qūb say the same thing in both cases? Tafsīr Al Mīzān,
provides the answer. ‘Allāmah Tabātabā’ī says that Ya‘qūb meant that the facts

surrounding these two other brothers remaining in Egypt is an extension of their

.(. previous conduct with regard to Yusuf (a.s

That is, all these occurrences, even though they were not directly responsible for the

.last one, were the consequences of their previous unethical behaviour

It may be said that the purpose of Ya‘qūb was that even then they thought

themselves as innocent and that they had acted well, however, they had still behaved

unethically in the crisis. Firstly why were they quick to assume that their brother was

guilty once they saw the cup among his load? Couldn’t it be possible that someone

else had hidden it there? Secondly, why did they return so quickly without any

?research? And thirdly, why did they choose servitude as a penalty of the thief

One’s selfish ego seeks to present evil acts as beautiful to itself in order to justify - 2
.guilt
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Maintaining patience is a practice prevalent among the men of Allah and a good - 3
patience in a believer is the kind that one surrenders oneself to Allah without

.complaining about His Will

One must never despair of Allah’s omnipotence. “May be Allah will bring them to - 4
,” me

Solving old and new problems are both alike once the issue in question is Allah’s will. - 5
Allah is able to bring together in one place yesterday’s Yusuf and today’s brother after

.many years

A devout believer regards bitter events as having their origin in Allah’s Providence - 6
.as well

****

p: 525

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4520 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


میظِکَ وَهُفَ  نِزْحُْلا  نَِم  هُانَیعَ  تَّْضیَْباوَ  فَسُوُی  یلَعَ  یفَسَأَ  آیَ  لَاقَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  یَّلوَتَوَ  ﴾ 84﴿

And he turned away from them and said: ‘Alas for Yusuf!’ And his eyes became . “ 84
.” white with the grief of that he repressed

Commentary: verse 84

The Arabic word /’asaf/ philologically means grief and sorrow accompanied with

wrath. Ya‘qūb constantly had some tear in his eyes, the word ‘what a pity!’ on his

.tongue, and grief in his heart

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has been narrated who said in a tradition that his father Ali-ibn-il-
Husayn, even twenty years after the event of Karbala, used to weep upon any

ground. Once he was asked why he wept such a great deal. He answered “Ya‘qūb had

eleven sons one of whom disappeared, although he was alive Ya‘qūb lost his eye-
sight for him, while I saw by my own eyes that my father, my brothers and seventeen

men from the house-hold of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were slain as martyr before my

?” eyes. How may I not weep

However, a deep sorrow and grief occupied throughout the entity of Ya‘qūb, and the

absence of Benjamin, the same son who was a cause of solace for him, reminded him

of his dear Yusuf. The remembrance of the time this fair, intelligent, faithful, fair

young son was close in his bosom and a moment of the smelling of whose smelt

refreshed the father as new life for him. But now, not only there was no sign of him,
but also his substitute, Benjamin, had an important painful fate like him. It was at this

:moment that he showed reaction as follows
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!’ …” And he turned away from them and said: ‘Alas for Yusuf “ 

This double grief caused Ya‘qūb (a.s.) to shed flood of tears involuntarily as much as

:that his eyes lost its sight. The verse continues saying

.” And his eyes became white with the grief of that he repressed “… 

He was very sad, yet he tried to control his grief and anger patiently, so that he would

.say nothing contrast to the Will of Allah

****
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نَیکِِلاهَْلا نَِم  نَوکُتَ  وْأَ  اًضرَحَ  نَوکُتَ  یَّتحَ  فَسُوُی  رُکُذْتَ  أُؤَتَْفتَ  هَِّللاتَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 85﴿

They said: ‘By Allah! You will never cease to remember Yusuf until you are ill or . “ 85
’.” (until) you are of the perished ones

Commentary: verse 85

.The Arabic term /harad/ refers to a person who grieves to death out of love or sorrow

The brothers, who were over whelmed by sorrow as a result of this sequence of

events, had a troubled conscience because of Yusuf’s affair and now they were

finding themselves being tried anew with regard to Benjamin while they were

.profoundly hurt at the ever increasing sadness of their father

:With inconvenience they addressed the Father, and as the verse says

They said: ‘By Allah! You will never cease to remember Yusuf until you are ill or (until) “ 
’.” you are of the perished ones

:Explanations

The ideal love is spiritual and the heavenly sighs of grief which are of valuable . 1
.import. The thinking of the men of Allah is identical with the thinking of Allah Himself

.The issue of paternal love is different from ordinary kinds of love . 2

Spiritual and psychic problems leave their impact on the body, among which one can . 3
name the separation from a loved one which might cause a nervous break-down or

.even death
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نَومُلَْعتَ امَ لا  هَِّللا  نَِم  مُلَعْأَوَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  یِنزْحُوَ  یّثَب  اوکُشْأَ  آمََّنإِ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 86﴿

He said: ‘I only complain of my anguish and my grief to Allah, and I know from . “ 86
’.” Allah that which you do not know

Commentary: verse 86

Ya‘qūb declared that he used to relate his grief, his need, his life problems and his

difficulties to Allah in the dark of night and in private times; and some commentators

have said that /baθθ/ means an expression of grief while the word /huzn/ signifies

:hiding and covering one’s grief. The verse says

He said: ‘I only complain of my anguish and my grief to Allah, and I know from Allah “ 
’.” that which you do not know

The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has been narrated to have said that Gabriel came to

visit Ya‘qūb and said: “Allah sends His greetings to you and says that you should be of

good cheer that He swears upon His Glory and Magnanimity that if those two sons

were dead He would return their lives to them. Now you should prepare some food for

the poor, those who are Allah’s most favorite servants.” From then on, whenever

Ya‘qūb wanted to have a meal, he would order someone to call any poor man outside

his home that was hungry could come inside and share his meal with him. And when

he was fasting, he would order someone to proclaim outside his house that whoever

was fasting could come in and join him in breaking his fast with him. This narration has

.been quoted by Hākim Abū ‘Abdullah Hāfiz in his Sahih
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The sentence “and I know from Allah that which you do not know”, means that Ya‘qūb

well knew that Yusuf’s dream would come true, that he was alive and according to the

.dream he saw they would soon prostrate before him

In the book entitled ‘An-Nubuwwah’ (The Prophethood) documented from Sadīr

Siyrafī, Imam Bāqir (a.s.) is narrated to have said that Ya‘qūb prayed for Allah to send

the Angel of Death to him, and when the latter came to Ya‘qūb, the angel asked him

what he could do for him. Ya‘qūb asked him if he had seen the spirit of Yusuf among

those that he had taken. He answered he had not, so Ya‘qūb realized that Yusuf was

.still alive

:Messages to Note

.A monotheist shares his secrets and his hidden troubles only with Allah . 1

There are two vicious and heinous attributes regarding human beings: The silence . 2
which rules and reigns over one’s heart and nerves, exerting pressure on them and

jeopardizing one’s health. The other one is crying and moaning in front of people

which diminishes ones honor, and lowers the chances of success. The best action in
.this regard is to take one’s complaint to Allah

There lies in a dialogue or a discussion with Allah such a great pleasure which . 3
.cannot be understood by ordinary people

Superficial people usually pass by events easily. However thoughtful people follow . 4
.events until their outcome in the Hereafter

****
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نَورُِفاکَْلا مُوْقَْلا  َّلاإِ  هَِّللا  حِوْرَ  نِم  سُأَْییَ  هَُّنإِ لا  هَِّللا  حِوَّْر  نِم  اوسُأَْیتَ  لاوَ  هِیخِأَوَ  فَسُوُی  نِم  اوسَُّسحَتَفَ  اوُبهَذْا  َّیِنَب  ایَ  ﴾ 87﴿

O’ my sons! Go and enquire about Yusuf and his brother, and never despair of . “ 87
.” Allah’s Mercy. Verily none despairs of Allah’s Mercy except the unbelieving people

Commentary: verse 87

The Arabic term /tahassus/ means searching for something good by using one’s
.senses, while the Arabic term /tajassus/ means to search for bad things

According to Rāqib, both the terms /rauh/ and /rūh/ mean spirit, but the word /rauh/ is
used when there is a relief and favor in question. It seems, by the removal of

difficulties a new and fresh spirit emerges in man. In Tafsīr-i-Tibyān it is said that the

word /rūh/ (spirit) is derived from /rīh/ (wind). As man feels comfortable when the wind

.blows, he feels happy once he has the Divine Grace

The famine, however, continued to strike hard in Egypt and in the surrounding areas,
including Kan‘ān. Once again Ya‘qūb ordered his sons to go to Egypt and procure the

food supplies necessary; but this time, the search for Yusuf and his brother Benjamin

:were placed at the top of the list of priorities. Jacob said

, …” O’ my sons! Go and enquire about Yusuf and his brother “ 

The brothers were sure that Yusuf was no longer alive, so the advice of their old

father astonished them greatly. He reminded them that they should never despair of

Divine grace
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for that was a sign of unbelief. Allah’s mercy can remove all difficulties. Ya‘qūb

:continued saying

and never despair of Allah’s Mercy. Verily none despairs of Allah’s Mercy except “… 
.” the unbelieving people

****
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يزِجْیَ هََّللا  َّنإِ  آنَْیلَعَ  قَّْدصـَتَوَ  لَْیکَْلا  انََل  فِوْاَفَ  هٍاجَزُّْم  هٍعَاضـَِبِب  انـَْئجِوَ  ُّرُّضلا  انـَلَهْأَوَ  انـََّسمَ  زُیزِعَْلا  اهـَُّیأَ  آـی  اوُلاقـَ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُلخَدَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 88﴿

نَیِقدّصَتَمُْلا

Then, when they entered unto him (Yusuf), they said: ‘O’ ‘Aziz! Affliction has . “ 88
visited us and our family, and we have brought scanty merchandise. So pay us full

’.” measure and bestow you charity on us; verily Allah will reward the charitable ones

Commentary: verse 88

So once again the sons of Ya‘qūb loaded up their goods and, for the third time, they

:headed for Egypt, a land that had been full of adventures for them. The verse says

Then, when they entered unto him (Yusuf), they said: ‘O’ ‘Aziz! Affliction has visited “ 
us and our family, and we have brought scanty merchandise. So pay us full measure

’.” and bestow you charity on us; verily Allah will reward the charitable ones

This time, however, they entered Egypt feeling embarrassed and ashamed, because,
contrary to their other trips, their past record had been badly damaged with the ‘Aziz

and it is probable that some people now considered them as the thieves of Kan‘ān.
The only thing which was their source of comfort among the host of difficulties and

their exasperating troubles was the advice their father gave them; that they should

.not despair of Allah’s mercy, for solving any difficulty was an easy matter for Him
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The Arabic term /bidā‘at/ refers to a property in the form of a price. The Qur’ānic term

/muzjāt/ is derived from /’izjā’/ with the sense of ‘casting out’. When salesmen return

the money to the customer when it is less than the required amount, they call it:
/. /bidā‘tun muzjāt

Some commentators have claimed that the meaning of “bestow you charity on us” is a
request for Benjamin’s return, but most of the other commentators believe that it is a

.request for wheat itself

****
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نَوُلهِاجَ مُْتنأَ  ذْإِ  هِیخِأَوَ  فَسُوُیِب  مُتْلعَفَ  اَّم  مُتمِْلعَ  لْهَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 89﴿

He (Yusuf) said: ‘did you know what you did with Yusuf and his brother when you . “ 89
?”” were ignorant

Commentary: verse 89

A question can be the product of many objectives which can be positive and

constructive or negative and disturbing. Perhaps Yusuf’s objective in asking this

question was to let them know that he knew the whole story. Another possible

objective could be that he wanted them to know that they did wrong and that they

.had to repent

In any rate, at that moment when the period of trial had ended, and Yusuf also

seemed terribly anxious and restless, in order to introduce himself, turned to the

:brothers and began as follows

He (Yusuf) said: ‘did you know what you did with Yusuf and his brother when you “ 
?”” were ignorant

Yusuf, the ‘Aziz, finished his speaking while he was smiling. His smile showed his

beautiful teeth to his brothers quite manifestly. Once they noticed them, realized that

.they were amazingly similar to the teeth of their brother Yusuf

****
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نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِی  هََّللا لاَ  َّنإِفَ  رِْبصْیَوَ  قَِّتیَ  نمَ  هَُّنإِ  آنَْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  َّنمَ  دْقَ  یخِأَ  آذهَوَ  فُسُوُی  ْاَنأَ  لَاقَ  فُسُوُی  تَنلأَ  کََّنءِأَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 90﴿

They said: ‘Are you indeed Yusuf?’ He said: ‘(Yes), I am Yusuf and this is my . “ 90
brother. Allah has been indeed gracious to us. Verily whoever keeps from evil and is
patient (is always rewarded) for verily Allah does not waste the reward of the

’.” righteous

Commentary: verse 90

The more the time passed the more the brothers were astonished at why the ‘Aziz

wept upon their father’s letter and how he knew the story of Yusuf. They thought his

feature was very alike to that of Yusuf; perhaps he was the same Yusuf. They decided

to ask this question from him. If he was not Yusuf they would not be considered as

.mad; but if he was Yusuf what they could do with shame

Excitement had encompassed them thoroughly. At last, they broke their silence by

:asking whether he was Yusuf. The verse says

?’ …” They said: ‘Are you indeed Yusuf “ 

What happened here in this scene? Which painter can draw in a painting the feature

.of shame, happiness, weeping, and embracing? Only Allah knows it and none else

The conditions should be in a state that people ask, and the stimuli increase in them

for development and guidance. The stimulus for research and questions ceaselessly

increase in Yusuf’s brothers. They said to themselves why he persisted on bringing

Benjamin with them. Why was the king’s cup found in the loads? Why did he return

their money first time they bought wheat? Where from did he know the story of

?Yusuf
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Would he not give them wheat again? When this excitement went to its climax, they

’. asked him whether he was Yusuf and he answered: ‘Yes

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “There is indeed a course of Yusuf in Hadrat Ghā’im (a.s.)…
People will not recognize him (a.s.) until when Allah will allow him to introduce

(himself.”(1

:Explanations

The length of time in history containing bitter and sweet events can change the . 1
.relations and comprehensions and cognitions

.It is true that the people’s obligation is bitter, but the obligation of Allah is sweet . 2

.The men of Allah believe that all bounties belong to Him . 3

.Patience and virtue pave the ground for one's honor . 4

Allah’s grace is wisely distributed and is allocated according to the well established . 5
.criteria

That person is eligible for an administrative position and who must have passed the . 6
.tests of crises, jealousies, titles, lusts, humiliations, imprisonments, and slander

One must make use of sensitive periods to inform and propagate. Once the . 7
brothers’ sense of shame was aroused because of their wrong deeds, they were

.most ready to accept Yusuf’s remarks

One of the Divine ways of treatment is the bestowal of power in government upon . 8
.the righteous people
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****

نَیِئطِاخََل اَّنکُ  نإِوَ  انَْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  كَرََثاءَ  دْقََل  هَِّللاتَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 91﴿

They said: ‘By Allah! Allah has indeed preferred you above us, and we certainly . “ 91
’.” have been guilty

Commentary: verse 91

The Arabic term /’īθār/ means: ‘accepting other people’s superiority over oneself’.
Because of their wrong way of thinking, such as saying “We are a (strong) group”(1),
they did wrong things like throwing Yusuf down the well. Allah made them so

exasperated that they had to beg in order to fill their stomachs and only after this

were they ready to confess that their plans were in ruins and they could see the

:reality of their wrong thinking. The verse says

They said: ‘By Allah! Allah has indeed preferred you above us, and we certainly have “ 
’.” been guilty

The brothers had sworn on several occasions employing the holy phrase /tallah/.
When the cup was discovered they swore to Allah that they had not come to that land

(to commit theft or any other kind of corruption.(2

Swearing to Allah, they told their father that he was always repeating the name of

Yusuf,(3) and by doing so he showed his extreme love towards him being in his ancient

(error.(4) Now they swore Yusuf was superior to them.(5

Of course the brothers could not look Yusuf in the eyes because of their shame, and

.they were probably worried whether or not their crimes would be forgiven
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نَیمِحِاَّرلا مُحَرْأَ  وَهُوَ  مْکَُل  هَُّللا  رُفِْغیَ  مَوْیَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَیرِْثتَ  لَاقَ لاَ  ﴾ 92﴿

He said: ‘There is no reproach against you this day. Allah may forgive you; and He . “ 92
(’.” is the most Merciful of the merciful (ones

Commentary: verse 92

The Arabic term /taθrīb/, mentioned in this verse, means ‘to scorn, to count something

.’ sin, and as much blameworthy

At the time of the conquest of Mecca, the pagans had sought refuge in the Ka‘bah.
‘Umar on that occasion said: “We shall take revenge today!” However the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) replied: “Today is the day of blessings”. Then he asked the pagans what they

.thought

They said that they believed that all would be good, that the Prophet was their

sublime brother. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said that his words that day were the same as

:those of Yusuf. Here is the word of Yusuf

. …” He said: ‘There is no reproach against you this day “ 

(Umar then replied that he was ashamed of himself for what he said.(1‘

Ali (a.s.) said: “When you gain power over your adversary pardon him by way of

(thanks for being able to overcome him.”(2

The traditions say that the heart of a youth is more lenient than that of an old person,
and the immaculate Imam, narrating this verse has said that since Yusuf was young,

.he soon forgave his brothers

Yusuf did not expect the shameful state of his brothers to continue at the time of his

success in particular, and to reassure
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Nahjul-Balaqah, saying No. 11 - 2
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them, he immediately said that they would not be threatened or blamed on that day,
and they would not feel grief or sorrow due to the past. Not only did he declare that he

had forgiven them but he also informed them that the right of Allah was forgivable, as

:well, by means of that regret and remorse. He added

(’.” Allah may forgive you; and He is the most Merciful of the merciful (ones “… 

This incident illustrates Yusuf’s greatness for not only did he spare his own right, but

as far as the Divine right was concerned, he reassured them that Allah was

.Compassionate and Merciful

:Explanations

.Tolerance is an important instrument of administration . 1

One must learn from Yusuf’s humanity and generosity for he not only overlooked . 2
.his own right but he also went out of his way to secure Allah’s pardon for his brothers

Men of Allah are in the habit of pardoning once they are at the climax of their power . 3
.and glory

Allah’s pardon can also extend to include those who had for years been giving . 4
.trouble to two of His prophets, Yusuf and Ya‘qūb

Once the servant of Allah forgives what can one expect Allah to do? He is the Most . 5
!Forgiving of all

.To forgive those who are ashamed is the very habit of the Divine Being . 6

To attribute Allah as the Most Forgiving and as the Most Merciful of the merciful . 7
.ones is the ritual for the process of prayer and repentance

****
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نَیعِمَجْأَ مْکُِلهْاَِب  یِنوُتْأوَ  اًریصَِب  تِأْیَ  یِبأَ  هِجْوَ  یلَعَ  هُوقُْلاَفَ  اذَهَ  یصِیمِقَِب  اوُبهَذْا  ﴾ 93﴿

Go with this shirt of mine and lay it on my father’s face, he will (again) be able to . “ 93
.” see; and bring me your family all together

Commentary: verse 93

.This shirt has been mentioned in several occurrences of the story of Hadrat Yusuf

A – At first the brothers had stained the shirt of Yusuf with fake blood and took it to his

(father, claiming that the wolf had eaten him.(1

(B – A shirt was torn from the back and was instrumental in identifying the offender.(2

:C – A shirt caused Ya‘qūb to regain his eyesight. The verse says

Go with this shirt of mine and lay it on my father’s face, he will (again) be able to see; “ 
.” and bring me your family all together

We see that Yusuf’s shirt on the face of a blind man can make him regain his sight,
therefore, one can hope to be cured by whatever is in contact with the men of Allah,
such as their mausoleums, courtyards, houses, doors, the earth, the walls, clothing,

.and anything else

We have already been covering the stages in which Yusuf was recognized, their

apologies to him, the pardon he granted
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and his request for Divine forgiveness; but the father’s blindness, which had been a
clue to the brothers’ crime, was still outstanding. We have the solution to this problem

in this verse. Incidentally, the traditions say that Yusuf said: “The person who takes

my shirt to my father must be the same one who had taken my blood stained shirt to

.” him, so that he may rejoice after having been saddened by it

The traditions say that Yusuf seated all his brothers next to him every day and night

for their meals and they always felt ashamed. So they sent him a message saying that

they wanted to have their meals separately since looking at his face made them feel

ashamed. Yusuf answered: “I take pride in sitting next to you and having my meals

.with you.” One could only say: ‘Allah is the greatest’ for such a magnitude of spirit

:Explanations

Taking recourse to objects, which are somehow associated with men of Allah, is . 1
.permitted. Yusuf’s shirt, for example, makes a blind man regain his eyesight

He who fights against his carnal desires and passions, even his clothing becomes . 2
.sacrosanct and sanctified

.There is no age limit for performing miracles and wonder workings by a saint . 3

Yusuf was knowledgeable about the invisible world, otherwise, how could he know . 4
?that the shirt could cure his father’s blindness

Affluent children ought to provide for their less well to do relatives especially their . 5
.elderly parents

.Social conditions leave their impact on the performance of one’s duties . 6

One must take care of one’s family, in Yusuf’s case, he had to look after his family in . 7
.order for them to come to Egypt
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.Attending to one’s relatives is a necessity once one fully observes the rights of others

Migration and changing one’s residence have many effects, one of which is that it . 8
.removes sad and bitter memories

****
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Section 11

Point

Jacob Goes to Yusuf

Joseph receives his parents and relates to them the bounties of Allah bestowed upon

.him and his experiences in Egypt

نِودُّنفَُت نأَ  لآوَْل  فَسُوُی  حَیرِ  دُجِلأَ  یّنإِ  مْهُوُبأَ  لَاقَ  رُیعِْلا  تِلَصَفَ  اَّمَلوَ  ﴾ 94﴿

And when the caravan set out (from Egypt to Kan‘ān), their father said: ‘Verily I . “ 94
’.” perceive Yusuf’s scent, unless you think me doting

Commentary: verse 94

Finally, Allah’s grace became manifest. Beside them with joy, Ya‘qūb’s sons took the

shirt and headed for Kan‘ān. When the caravan departed from Egypt, their father said

that he perceived Yusuf’s scent while people around him would not believe him. The

:verse says

And when the caravan set out (from Egypt to Kan‘ān), their father said: ‘Verily I “ 
’.” perceive Yusuf’s scent, unless you think me doting

:Explanations

The Qur’ānic term /fasalat/ means ‘distance’ and /fasalati l‘īru/ here means that the

caravan distanced itself from Egypt. The term /tufannidūn/ is derived from /fanida/
meaning the lack of ability to think and absence of wisdom. Ya‘qūb was worry about

the people around him who might attribute him silly, so he said: Perhaps the ‘scent of

Yusuf ’ implies some
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fresh news from Yusuf. This issue is being discussed in scientific circles today as

‘telepathy’ which means the transfer of thought to others in far distant places. That is,
those who are closely related with each other, or who have extrasensory perception,

.can receive direct messages from someone else from a very long distance away

Someone said to Imam Bāqir (a.s.): “Sometimes, I feel terribly sorry for no reason in
such a way that those around me perceive it.” The Imam responded: “Muslims are all

created out of the same core and nature, and when a serious accident occurs to one,
.” someone else feels sorry in another land and place

****
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مِِیدِقَْلا کَِللاَضَ  یفَِل  کََّنإِ  هَِّللاتَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 95﴿

’.” They said: ‘By Allah! you are in your ancient error . “ 95

Commentary: verse 95

Those with Ya‘qūb, who normally were the spouses of his children, his grand sons and

grand daughters, and other members of his extended family, had long since given up

Yusuf for dead and thought this new assertion by Ya‘qūb was nothing but his refusal

to face reality. In fact they probably thought he was having delusions when he said

that he perceived the scent of Yusuf. That was why, addressing him, they seriously

:and rudely said he was in his old error. The verse says

’.” They said: ‘By Allah! you are in your ancient error “ 

It becomes evident that ‘persisting in his old error’ does not mean error in belief. On

the contrary, it means being in error in refusing to recognize what they perceived as

.the reality about Yusuf

However these meanings show that they behaved unto that old great prophet very

rudely and boldly. Once they remarked their father had been in a manifest aberration,
:and here they told him

’.” you are in your ancient error “… 

They were unaware of the intimacy and sincerity of the old man of Kan‘ān, and

regarded him as not being as enlightened and illuminated as them. They did not think

.that future events might be as clear to him as a reflection in a mirror

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ امَ لاَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  مُلَعْأَ  یّنِا  مْکَُّل  لُقأَ  مَْلأَ  لَاقَ  اًریصَِب  َّدتَرْافَ  هِهِجْوَ  یلَعَ  هُاقَْلأَ  رُیشِبَْلا  ءَآجَ  نأَ  آَّملَفَ  ﴾ 96﴿

Then, when the bearer of the good news came, he cast it (the shirt) on his . “ 96
(Jacob’s) face and (forthwith) he regained his sight. He said: ‘Did I not tell you I know

?’” from Allah what you do not know

Commentary: verse 96

After a number of difficult nights and days, one day Ya‘qūb heard a loud voice

proclaiming that the caravan of Kan‘ān had just arrived from Egypt. Unlike the

previous occasion, the brothers arrived in joyous spirits and went straight to their

father’s house. Before anybody else, Bashīr, ‘the bearer of good news’, came up to

the old grieving man and placed the shirt over his face. Ya‘qūb was unable to see the

shirt, but just before it was placed on his face, he sensed the familiar scent of his

Yusuf. A wonderful excitement overwhelmed the old man, the scent intensified when

the shirt fell on his face, and suddenly he felt his eyes were opened and he was able to

see. The world, with all its beauties, was once again before his eyes; as the Qur’ān

:says

Then, when the bearer of the good news came, he cast it (the shirt) on his (Jacob’s) “ 
. …” face and (forthwith) he regained his sight

The brothers and their entourage burst into tears of joy and he, with a decisive tone,
:told them

?’” Did I not tell you I know from Allah what you do not know “…‘
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If the purpose of the Qur’ān that says ‘his eyes turned white’ is a decrease and

diminishing of the eyesight, then the term /basīran/ means illumination, and it

indicates that sadness and joy both leave an impact on one’s sense of vision.
However, if the intent of the verse is a complete blindness, which can be inferred from

the literal view of the verse, then the Qur’ānic phrase which says ‘and (forthwith) he

regained his sight’ would imply that the return of his eyesight was a miracle that the

.Qur’ān proves it

:Explanations

.The knowledge of the prophets has its origin in the Divine knowledge . 1

The prophets trust the promises of the Almighty as the Divine Will rules over all . 2
.natural laws

The clothing and the belongings of men of Allah can have an impact over some . 3
.other beings

****
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نَیِئطِاخَ اَّنکُ  اَّنإِ  آنََبوُنذُ  انََل  رْفِْغتَسْا  اَناَبأَ  آیَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 97﴿

’.” They said: ‘O’ our father! Ask forgiveness of our sins for us, verily we were guilty . “ 97

Commentary: verse 97

This amazing miracle made the brothers think deeply about their dark past. In so

doing they regretted their past misdeeds and asked their father to seek forgiveness

:for their sins. The verse says

’.” They said: ‘O’ our father! Ask forgiveness of our sins for us, verily we were guilty “ 

This is a good lesson for us; that we must always think of reforming ourselves and

.compensate for our past mistakes. We are all sinners and offenders

We should also take note that it is permissible to appeal to the men of Allah to ask

.forgiveness of one’s sins

****
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مُیحَِّرلا رُوفُغَْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  یّبرَ  مْکَُل  رُفِْغتَسْأَ  فَوْسَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 98﴿

He said: ‘Soon I will ask forgiveness for you from my Lord; He is the Forgiving, the . “ 98
’.” Merciful

Commentary: verse 98

The great old man, who possessed a magnanimous spirit and with immense

generosity, refrained from blaming them; instead he promised them that he would

:soon ask forgiveness for them from Allah. The verse says

; …” He said: ‘Soon I will ask forgiveness for you from my Lord “ 

It has been mentioned in some Islamic traditions that Ya‘qūb’s (a.s.) aim was to

postpone acting upon their request until dawn the next Friday when would have been

a more appropriate time for the acceptance of prayers and repentance. Ya‘qūb hoped

that Allah would accept their repentance and overlook their sins, for Allah is

:Compassionate and Kind as the verse states

’.” He is the Forgiving, the Merciful “… 

This verse and the verse before it show that asking a third party to ask forgiveness

from Allah for oneself not only is not incompatible with monotheism, but also provides

.a way to merit Allah’s approbation

Otherwise, how would it be possible that prophet Ya‘qūb (a.s.) could accept his sons’
request to seek forgiveness for them from Allah? There is a light at the end of the

.tunnel

These verses teach us that no matter how hard and painful one’s difficulties might be,
and how limited and insufficient the apparent means and the possibilities might seem,

one must not feel removed from hope in Allah’s grace and favor. In this
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story, Allah made a blind man regain his eyesight with a shirt and made the smell of

that shirt travel a long distance, He enabled someone lost to return home after long

years of separation, and healed the wounds of broken hearts can also remove the

.grave pains and difficulties

Yes, in this story and historical event, there lies the great lesson of Unity and theology

.proving that nothing is difficult and complicated for the Will of Allah

****
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نَیِنِماءَ هَُّللا  ءَآشَ  نإِ  رَصِْم  اوُلخُدْا  لَاقَوَ  -هِ  يْوََبأَ هِْیَلإِ  يوَاءَ  فَسُوُی  یلَعَ  اوُلخَدَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 99﴿

Then when they entered unto Yusuf, he lodged his parents with him and said: . “ 99
’.” ‘Enter Egypt, Allah willing, (all) in security

Commentary: verse 99

:The End of Yusuf and His Brothers

The family, in response to Yusuf’s invitation, and after much preparation, traveled to

Egypt. Ya‘qūb was riding to the destination while his lips were busy calling Allah and

thanking Him. This journey, unlike the previous ones, was free from all kinds of

troubles, and those troubles could not even be compared to the remarkable gains

which awaited them at the end of the journey. The very thought of joining Yusuf

made the trip easy for them so much so that a painful thorny path would seem as if it
had been paved with velvet. Soon when the oases of Egypt came into view, they were

.finally there

Typical of the style of the Qur’ān, it skips over the details which we fill in by means of

the traditional narrations and by our own imagination, and simply says that they

:entered into the presence of Yusuf. The verse says

 …” Then when they entered unto Yusuf, he lodged his parents with him “ 

When they arrived at his palace, and Yusuf embraced his parents, this was the

sweetest moment in Ya‘qūb’s life. It was a meeting that had come about after many

years of separation. Every moment of this meeting and embracing Ya‘qūb and Yusuf

was so exciting that only Allah knows what happened
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and none else. In these sweet moments of reunion, then, only Allah knows the

.intensity of the bliss shared between the father and his beloved son

Yusuf told every one to enter the land of Egypt and assured them that they would be

:safe and secure there. The verse continues saying

’.” and said: ‘Enter Egypt, Allah willing, (all) in security “… 

One can conclude from this statement that Yusuf had come out of the gates of the

town to welcome his parents. Perhaps the sentence ‘they entered unto Yusuf’ means

that he had ordered tents to be erected there to receive and entertain preliminarily

.his parents before they entered the town

:Explanations

It is difficult, of course, to describe this part of the story. Yusuf had arranged some . 1
tents outside the city and waiting for his parents to come and that he would bring

.them respectfully into Egypt

It was natural that in Kan‘ān, when Yusuf’s parents and brothers were preparing

themselves for the journey, people there had a very happy time. They saw that by

receiving the good news of Yusuf’s safety, and in the case that Ya‘qūb had regained

his eyesight, how joyful were the family setting off to meet Yusuf. These people were

also happy that Yusuf had become a treasurer and governor in Egypt and especially

.that, by sending wheat for them in the course of famine, he had supported them

One can conclude from the Arabic term /abawayh/ (his parents), that Yusuf’s . 2
.mother had also been alive at the time

Some narrations say that Ya‘qūb insisted and swore that Yusuf would recount his own

story for him. As Yusuf began
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telling his story of how his brothers had taken him near the edge of the well and took

off his shirt while threatening him, Ya‘qūb fainted. When he recovered, he again

asked him to continue, but Yusuf swore by Abraham, Ishmael, and Isaac (a.s.) and

(begged his father to spare him from telling it, and Ya‘qūb accepted.(1

By the way, it is worthy to note that social posts and ranks should not cause us to be

.heedless of respecting our parents in any condition

****
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ذْإِ یِب  نَسَحْأَ  دْقـَوَ  اًقّحَ  یّبرَ  اهَلَعَجَ  دْقـَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  يَایؤْرُ  لُـیوِأْتَ  اذَهـَ  تَِبأَ  آیـَ  لَاقـَوَ  اًدَّجسـُ  هَُل  اوُّرخَوَ  شِرْعَْلا  یلَعَ  هِْیوََبأَ  عَفَرَوَ  ﴾ 100﴿

مُیِلعَْلا وَهـُ  هَُّنإِ  ءُآشـَیَ  امـَِل  فٌـیطَِل  یّبرَ  َّنإِ  یِتوَخـْإِ  نَْیَبوَ  یِنیَب  نُاطـَْیَّشلا  غَزََّن  نأَ  دِْـعَب  نِم  وِدْبـَْلا  نَمّ  مکُِب  ءَآجـَوَ  نِجْسـّلا  نَِـم  ینجَرَخْأَ 
مُیکِحَْلا

And he raised both his parents upon the throne, and they fell down prostrating . “ 100
before him, and he said: ‘O’ my father! This is the interpretation of my dream of

aforetime! My Lord has made it come true; and He was indeed kind to me when He

brought me out of the prison, and He brought you out of the desert (of Kan‘ān into

Egypt) after Satan had made strife between me and my brothers. Verily my Lord is

’.” Benignant unto what He wills. Verily He is indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Wise

Commentary: verse 100

When he seated his parents on the throne, the magnitude of the Divine Grace and the

profundity of such favors and blessings left such an impact upon his parents and

:brothers that they went into a state of prostration before him. The verse says

And he raised both his parents upon the throne, and they fell down prostrating “ 
, …” before him

Certainly prostration, implying worship, belongs only to Allah alone. Some Islamic

traditions state that this prostration

had been done as obedience and worship unto Allah as well as an act of respect

.towards Yusuf
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At this point he told his father that the meaning of his dream had now become clear,
the dream of the sun, the moon and the eleven stars all prostrating before him were

now represented by his parents and his eleven brothers prostrating before him. The

:verse says

and he said: ‘O’ my father! This is the interpretation of my dream of aforetime! My “… 
Lord has made it

; …” come true

But even in the midst of triumph and glory, Yusuf never forgot Allah’s mercy upon

him; he recounted all of his troubles and how Allah had always helped him overcome

:them. The verse says

and He was indeed kind to me when He brought me out of the prison, and He “… 
brought you out of the desert (of Kan‘ān into Egypt) after Satan had made strife

. …” between me and my brothers

Interestingly enough, he did not mention his sojourn in the well; perhaps it was

because he did not want to embarrass his brothers. All these favors and graces have

their origin in Allah, for Allah is the source of Grace and He bestows his favors

whenever and upon whosoever He wants. He administers all the affairs of His

subjects and helps them to solve their problems. He knows those who are in need and

:who merits his favor, for He is knowledgeable and wise. The verse says

Verily my Lord is Benignant unto what He wills. Verily He is indeed the All-knowing, “… 
’.” the All-Wise

:Explanations

The Arabic term /‘arš/ lexically means the throne on which a sultan or ruler is seated. . 1
The term /xarrū/ means throwing oneself upon the earth, while the term /badw/

means
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’. oasis, desert’ and /nazaqa/ means ‘initiating a task with intention of corruption‘

The Qur’ānic term ‘Latīf’ is one of Allah’s names which implies that His power . 2
permeates into all complicated matters and its relevance to this verse is the fact that

there were complications in Yusuf’s life which could only have been solved by Allah’s
.Power alone

Yusuf became like the Ka‘ba for them, and his parents and his brothers prostrated . 3
before him for the sake of Allah. Were this prostration for other than Allah (s.w.t.), it
would have been an act of polytheism, however, Ya‘qūb (a.s.) and Yusuf (a.s.), who

.were two of Allah’s prophets, would not support such a forbidden act

:Messages to Remember

No matter in what position you are in, you should regard your parents as superior to . 1
.yourselves

Men of Allah regard entering and leaving prison as a monotheistic circle and a . 2
.theological gesture

All bitter and sweet events take place in accordance with Divine Knowledge and . 3
.Wisdom

****
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یِنَّفوَتَ هِرَخِلأَاوَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  یِف  یّیِلوَ  تَنأَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  رَطِافـَ  ثِیدِاحـَلاَْا  لِـیوِأْتَ  نِم  یِنتَمَّْلعَوَ  کِْـلمُْلا  نَِم  یِنتَْیتَاءَ  دْقـَ  بّرَ  ﴾ 101﴿

نَیحِِلاَّصلاِب یِنْقحِْلأَوَ  اًمِلسُْم 

O my Lord! You have given me to rule, and have taught me the interpretation of . “ 101
dreams. (O!) Originator of the heavens and the earth! You are my Protector in the

world and the Hereafter. Cause me die a Muslim (in submission (unto you) and join me

.” with the righteous

Commentary: verse 101

When they witness their own glory and power, the men of Allah are at once reminded

.of the Almighty

.They are aware that everything that exists has its origin in Him

Turning to the true Proprietor, the everlasting Benefactor, Yusuf gave thanks to

Almighty Allah for bestowing upon him great political power, and the science of dream

interpretation. This science had created tremendous changes in his life and that of the

:majority of His subjects and what a profound science it is! The verse says

O my Lord! You have given me to rule, and have taught me the interpretation of “ 
. …” dreams

It is Allah Who created the heavens and the earth and it is for this reason that

everything is humble when facing Him; He is our Guardian and our Protector in this

:world and in the world Hereafter. Yusuf continues his plea to Allah saying

O!) Originator of the heavens and the earth! You are my Protector in the world and “… )
the Hereafter. Cause me die
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.” a Muslim (in submission (unto you) and join me with the righteous

:Explanations

It is a Divine prerogative to bestow sovereignty upon someone. Therefore, one . 1
should not consider one’s sovereignty as a consequence of one’s own initiative,
thinking, power, allies, or one’s own plan; on the contrary, the Divine will is the root

.and the main factor in one’s rise to power

Abū Hamzah has said that Ya‘qūb (a.s.) lived for 147 years and he was 130 years of . 2
age when he called upon Yusuf in Egypt and stayed there for 17 years. Ibn Ishaq has

said that when Ya‘qūb died, his body was placed in a casket made of Ebony wood and

taken to the city of Bayt ul Muqaddas (Jerusalem). After burying his father there,
.Yusuf returned to Egypt in accordance with the will of that great man

He lived for 23 years more after his father died. He was the first Messenger of the

Children of Israel. He stated in his will that he would be buried near the grave of his

fathers. Some have said that he was buried in Egypt until Moses (a.s.) brought his

.remains with him and buried them near the tomb of his father

It is said that the position of prophecy was accorded to Robil after him and Yahuda

.acceded to the rank after the latter’s term

In the Book, An-Nubuwwah, Muhammad ibn Muslim, is quoted as saying: “I asked

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who was /hujjah/, Allah’s Authority on the earth at that time? Was it
Ya‘qūb or Yusuf? He answered that Ya‘qūb (a.s.) was, and Yusuf was the sovereign.
When Ya‘qūb passed away, Yusuf laid him in a casket, brought him to Damascus, and

buried him in Bayt ul Muqaddas, and then Yusuf became the Authority of Allah after

Ya‘qūb. I asked if Yusuf was a prophet and a messenger of Allah as well. He

answered: “Yes, have you not heard what
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Allah, the Glorious and the Magnanimous has said: meaning: ‘Yusuf came to you

(previously along with evidences’?” (1

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) is narrated to have said: “When Yusuf went to prison, he was twelve

years old. He remained in prison for 18 years and he lived for 80 years after his release

from prison which amounts to a total of 110 years. And as Allah the Almighty destined

him to pass away in Egypt, he was put into a casket made of marble and was buried in
the middle of the Nile River. The reason why he was buried in such a way was

because the people of Egypt started to vie with each other to bury him in their own

quarter of the city and hence benefit from the blessings of the presence of such a

.pure body among them

Thus it was considered more appropriate to bury the body in the middle of the Nile

River, making it possible for the river water to flow over it and allow all the inhabitants

.to benefit from it

This tomb remained in the Nile River until the time of Moses (a.s.) when he took it out

.of the Nile and out of Egypt with himself

:A closer look at a few of the previous verses would reveal the following points of note

?Is prostration allowed to other than Allah - 1

As we discussed a foretime, regarding issues relating to the prostration of the angels

to Adam; prostration can signify worship which in this case is particular to Allah, and it
is not allowed for anyone in any religion to worship any being other than Allah. The

monotheism of worship is an important part of general monotheism about which all

.prophets had a similar message and outlook
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Therefore, from this particular point of view, prostration must only be for Allah the

same Allah Who had accorded so many favors and sovereignty to Yusuf, and who

removed all of Ya‘qūb’s difficulties. However, although prostration can be for Allah’s
sake, in the case of Yusuf it could also have been a sign of glorification and respect for

Yusuf as well, because it had been performed in view of the grandeur of the favours

which Allah had bestowed upon him. From this point of view, the Arabic pronoun /lahū/
meaning ‘before him’ in the phrase: “and they fell down prostrating before him” which

.definitely refers to Yusuf is compatible with this meaning

Another way of looking at it is that prostration in its broad meaning indicates humility

or modesty, and is not always used according to its prevalent meaning as worship,
.rather it sometimes can refer to a very profound type of respect

.Social security is a great blessing from Allah - 2

Among all the merits and bounties of Egypt, Yusuf Pointed out the bounty of security.
This shows that the bounty of security is the root of all merits. It is indeed true

because when security disappears other material and spiritual subjects of welfare will

be in danger. When an environment is not secured, neither worshipping Allah is

possible, nor is life with honesty and free mind, nor struggle and effort and endeavour

.for progression and social aims

This phrase may be; however, an illusion to this fact that Yusuf wanted to say that the

land of Egypt, where he was governing, was not any more the former country of

.Pharaoh

Those despotic behaviours, crimes, exploitations, cruelties and tortures had been

.disappeared. It was a completely secured site

.The important position of knowledge - 3

At the end of the holy verse, Yusuf once again stresses the importance of the science

of dream interpretation and
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compares it with the sovereignty bestowed upon him. He finally concludes that

knowledge, even such a science as dream interpretation has a great impact even on

.such matters as political rule

Man can undergo a great deal of changes throughout his lifetime. However, the last - 4
years are the milestones in one’s life, because it marks the conclusion of one’s life,
and the final judgment depends on it. Therefore, faithful and conscious people always

ask Allah to illuminate the last years of their lives and Yusuf did as such saying: “…

!” Cause me die a Muslim (in submission unto You), and join me with the righteous

?Did Yusuf’s Mother Come to Egypt - 5

One can well conclude from the above verses that Yusuf’s mother was still alive at

that time and that she came to Egypt along with her husband and her sons. To

compensate for this blessing she prostrated. However, some commentators insist on

the matter that his mother, Rail (Rāhīl), had already passed away and it was his aunt

who came to Egypt and had substituted for his mother. Nevertheless, in the Torah it
(says that Rail passed away after giving birth to Benjamin.(1

This conclusion can also be drawn from other narrations such as those narrated by

Wahab ibn Bunyah and Ka‘b ul Akhbār both of which have been apparently taken

.from the Torah

Anyway, we cannot explain away or interpret the verses of the Qur’ān at face value

which say that Yusuf’s mother was alive that day and this fact should not be

.overlooked without adequate justification

p: 562

The Torah, Genesis, Chapter 35, No. 18 says: “And it came to pass, as her soul was in - 1
departing, (for she died) that she called his name Ben-oni: but his father called him

.Benjamin

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4559 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_562_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَورُکُمْیَ مْهُوَ  مْهُرَْمأَ  اوعُمَجْأَ  ذْإِ  مْهِْیدََل  تَنکُ  امَوَ  کَْیَلإِ  هِیحِوُن  بِْیغَْلا  ءِآبَْنأَ  نِْم  کَِلذَ  ﴾ 102﴿

That is of the news of the Unseen (which) We reveal to you (O’ Prophet); and you . “ 102
were not with them (the brothers of Joseph) when they agreed upon their plan and

.” they were plotting

Commentary: verse 102

After winding up the story of Yusuf, with all its didactic lessons and precious

conclusions and without any extravagant and historical superstition, the Qur’ān,
addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), says that this information was news from the

invisible world which Allah had revealed to him, because he was not there to witness

the most secret and detailed thoughts and behaviors that they had occurred, such as

the secret plotting of the brothers against Yusuf and their attempts to deceive their

:father. The verse says

That is of the news of the Unseen (which) We reveal to you (O’ Prophet); and you “ 
were not with them (the brothers of Joseph) when they agreed upon their plan and

.” they were plotting

.Therefore, it was only revelation of Allah which informed him of such important news

This statement makes it clear that though the story of Yusuf has been mentioned in
the Torah, and naturally the people of Arabia, more or less, knew something about it,
but they never knew the whole event properly and in detail, even what was said in

.private meetings has not been free from additional matters and superstitions
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نَیِنِمؤْمُِب تَصْرَحَ  وَْلوَ  سِاَّنلا  رُثَکْأَ  آمَوَ  ﴾ 103﴿

And most people will not believe, though . “ 103

.” you desire it

Commentary: verse 103

The Arabic term (harasa) refers to an intense desire for something and the struggle to

attain it. The prophets were zealous, sympathetic, and eager in their efforts to guide

others to the Right Path and the fact that people did not accept the faith does not

imply that the prophets had failed or that they had any shortcomings. This refusal is
due to man’s liberty and freedom of choice itself which he employs in his reluctance to

accept the faith. Therefore, most people have been repeatedly criticized by the

:Qur’ān from the ideological and religious perspective. The verse says

.” And most people will not believe, though you desire it “ 

However, receiving these clear signs revealed and hearing these divine admonitions

all people must believe and return to the right path, but in spite of the desist of the

.Prophet, most of them do not believe

****
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نیمَِلاعَْلِل رٌکْذِ  َّلاإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  رٍجْأَ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  مْهُُلأَسْتَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 104﴿

And you do not ask them for any reward for it; it (the Qur’ān) is no other than a . “ 104
.” reminder for all mankind

Commentary: verse 104

In this verse the Qur’ān refers to the fact that mankind has excuse and no real reason

to reject the call of the Prophet because of the obviousness of the message, he also

does not require any reward for delivering it to them, which indicates that he has no

personal ulterior motives and there is no heed for him to fabricate the text of his

:message. The verse says

; …” And you do not ask them for any reward for it “ 

This is a universal call and a reminder to the people of the world, at the same time, it is
a table spread for princes and the paupers alike, indeed for all human beings. The

:verse says

.” it (the Qur’ān) is no other than a reminder for all mankind “… 

Generosity is one of the signs of a sincere believer. He expects no reward or thanks

.from anyone

:Certainly, the Qur’ān is a reminder because

.It reminds one of His blessings and attributes . 1

.It reminds one of his past and his future . 2

.It reminds one of the fall, the collapse, as well as the glory of human societies . 3

.It reminds one of the Day of Resurrection and its stages . 4

.It reminds one of the magnitudes of existence . 5

.It reminds one of the lives of historical personages . 6
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The Qur’ānic sciences and its ordinances are facts which must be learned and always

kept in mind, because the Qur’ānic term /ŏikr/ is called to a knowledge which exists in
.mind and one does not neglect it

p: 565

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4563 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 12

Point

Histories of the Ancient people

Serve as a Lesson

People turn away from the Truth in spite of the abundant signs of Allah in the heavens

and the earth – People are warned of Wrath of Allah – The histories of the ancient

.people serve as a lesson for those who can understand

نَوضُرِْعُم اهَْنعَ  مْهُوَ  اهَْیلَعَ  نَوُّرمُیَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  هٍیَاءَ  نِْم  نّیاَکَوَ  ﴾ 105﴿

And how many a sign there is in the heavens and on the earth which they pass . “ 105
.” by while they turn away from it

Commentary: verse 105

They have been misled for their eyes are not open and their ears do not hear. Thus

they disregard and turn away from the many signs of Allah which are in the heavens

.and on the earth as if they were nonexistent

They do not realize the Divine implications associated with all those events which they

experience in their everyday lives and see with their own eyes, such as the profound

system at work in the sunrise and the sunset, the dynamism of the everyday lives of

plants, birds, insects, and human beings, the flow of streams and rivers, the

submission of all of creation to laws and commands, and finally, the universal plan and

purpose inherent in the entirety of existence, written, as it were merely drawings on

.its doors and walls

This verse was probably revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in order to soothe him.
Every authentic leader and Imam
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would naturally be concerned and saddened if his call to the people was ignored. Such

needless people always see the signs of Allah’s power and wisdom in nature and in

creation and are not mindful about them for one minute. They witness earthquakes,
solar and lunar eclipses, thunder and lightning, the revolution of the stars and the

:galaxies, and still pay no attention to them in their minds. The verse says

And how many a sign there is in the heavens and on the earth which they pass by “ 
.” while they turn away from it

:Explanations

.The purpose of man “passing by” the Divine signs is for him to observe them . 1

The objective of man ‘passing by’ the signs is the motion of the Earth which makes it . 2
.possible for man to observe astronomical phenomena in the skies

Some verses have indirectly predicted that man would bring outer space under his . 3
.control

****
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نَوکُرِشُْم مهُوَ  َّلاإِ  هَِّللاِب  مهُرُثَکْأَ  نُِمؤُْی  امَوَ  ﴾ 106﴿

And most of them do not believe in Allah except that they associate others (with . “ 106
(.” him

Commentary: verse 106

This verse indicates that most of those who claim to be believers in Allah in fact

associate others with Him, their faith is not pure but mixed with the worship of and

.reliance upon others

Imam Ridā (a.s.) has said that polytheism in this verse does not mean blasphemy and

the worship of idols. Rather, it means focusing one’s attention on anything other than

(Allah.(1

Also Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said that polytheism in man is more hidden and latent than

(the movement of black ants on a black stone at night.”(2

And, in a tradition, Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has said that people are monotheistic in their

(worship but in their obedience to other than Allah they enter into polytheism.(3

In some other narrations, we read that the purpose of polytheism mentioned in this

verse is polytheism in regard to favours: for example, when one says that someone

else has accomplished his task for him and were it not for his sake, he would have

(perished; and the like of it.(4

A pure monotheist is one who does not have anyone or any object upon which he

depends and which occupies a central role in his life, and worship except Allah. His

words are for
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Allah’s sake, his deeds are for Allah, whatever he does, he does it having Allah in mind,
.and he recognizes no laws except the laws of Allah

To sum up, faith is hierarchical, and pure faith is that which allows no room for

.polytheism

:The Signs of a Sincere Believer

He who does not expect a reward or thanks from any one when he spends out . 1
(something to someone. “…no reward do we desire from you, nor thanks.”(1

In worship: he will only be subservient to Allah and to no one else. “…and make none . 2
(sharer to the worship due unto his Lord.” (2

In propagation of the faith he will not receive rewards from any other than Allah. “… . 3
(my reward is only with Allah,…”(3

In matrimony, he will not fear poverty, and he will marry being confident that Allah . 4
is true to His promises. “…if they are needy, Allah will make them free from want out

(of his grace, …”(4

In his communication with people he will surely be more concerned about satisfying

(Allah (s.w.t.) than satisfying others. “…Say Allah; then leave them sporting…”(5

In fighting the enemy he will fear no one but Allah. “…and do not fear any one but

(Allah; …”(6
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In love and affection, he will love no one as much as he loves Allah. “…but for those

(who have faith, their love of Allah is more intensive.”(1

In business and commerce he will never forget Allah (s.w.t.). “Men whom neither

(merchandise nor selling diverts from the remembrance of Allah …”(2

****
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نَورُعُشْیَ مْهُوَ لاَ  هًتَْغَب  هُعَاَّسلا  مُهُیَِتأْتَ  وْأَ  هَِّللا  بِاذَعَ  نِْم  هٌیَشِاغ  مْهُیَِتأْتَ  نأَ  اوُنِماَفَأَ  ﴾ 107﴿

Do they then feel secure from the enveloping punishment coming upon them . “ 107
?” from Allah, or the coming of the Hour suddenly, while they are unaware

Commentary: verse 107

The Qur’ānic noble term /qāšiyah/ means a punishment that encompasses the entire

.society or each individual

In this verse, Allah issues a warning to all those who have not yet accepted the faith,
and who pass by clear Divine signs and heedlessly overlook it. Such people are

polytheists in their deeds and should not consider themselves safe and secure from

.the all-encompassing Divine penalty which will suddenly be inflicted upon them

:The verse says

Do they then feel secure from the enveloping punishment coming upon them from “ 
, …” Allah

The Day of Judgment will suddenly arrive and the Divine great court of justice will be

established in order to settle their accounts while they are unaware and ignorant

about it. The Divine punishment is all encompassing and there is no possibility for

escape, yet they behave as if they were secure from all this. The verse continues

:saying

?” or the coming of the Hour suddenly, while they are unaware “… 

****
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نَیکرِشْمُْلا نَِم  ْاَنأَ  آمَوَ  هَِّللا  نَاحَْبسُوَ  یِنعَبََّتا  نِمَوَ  ْاَنأَ  هٍرَیصَِب  یلَعَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  اوعُدْأَ  یِلیِبسَ  هِذِهَ  لُْق  ﴾ 108﴿

Say (O’ Our Apostle): ‘This is my way. I invite to Allah with clear sight, I and . “ 108
’.” whoever follows me; and glory be to Allah! And I am not (one) of the polytheists

Commentary: verse 108

The way of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is clear and transparent to all those who

want to seek guidance, and true guidance comes from Allah, thus his way is a call to

:Allah, the only true Reality. The verse says

, …” Say (O’ Our Apostle): ‘This is my way. I invite to Allah with clear sight “ 

Indeed, he does not follow this path without knowledge or by imitation; rather he and

those who follow him traverse this path with full knowledge and insight. This verse

implies that every Muslim who follows the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) must show the Way of

.Allah to others in his words and deeds

This is the path of pure monotheism, the path to Allah the One, Who is free of all

:defects and has no partners or companions. The verse says

I and whoever follows me; and glory be to Allah! And I am not (one) of the “… 
’.” polytheists

Thus the believer in the One True God cannot and should not be considered as one of

.the polytheists

This verse being located within the context of the Sura Yusuf itself indicates that the

way of life of the Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is not differentiable from that of Yusuf,
the great Divine prophet. From the prison he used to call
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people to worship the One Allah, and regarded deities other than Him as merely

fictitious names which when called upon could not answer, for they are ignorantly

.worshipped only through imitation and superstition

:Explanations

The Prophet’s way of life is visible and transparent and is the object of attention and . 1
.concentration for all those who seek the truth

.A leader must have full insight into everything that is relevant to his position . 2

.A leader’s call must be directed towards Allah, not towards himself . 3

Religious propagators and preachers must be sincere and genuine and their . 4
propagation techniques must revolve around making the concept of Allah that is free

.of all symbols of polytheism and partnership

Each and every one of the followers of the Prophet must be a propagator and . 5
.preacher calling the people towards Allah with insight

.Incidentally, the basic pillar of Islam is monotheism and the negation of polytheism

****
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نِم نَیذَِّلا  هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  اورُظُنیَفَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  اورُیسـِیَ  مْلَفَأَ  يرَقُْلا  لِهْأَ  نِْم  مهِْیَلإِ  یحِوُن  لاًاجَرِ  َّـلاإِ  کَِـلْبقَ  نِم  انَْلسـَرْأَ  آمـَوَ  ﴾ 109﴿

نَوُلقِْعتَ لافَأَ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذَِّلِل  رٌْیخَ  هِرَخِلاَا  رُادََلوَ  مْهِِلْبقَ 

And We did not send (apostles) before you but men from the people of the towns . “ 109
whom We did inspire with revelations. Have they not traveled in the earth and seen

what was the end of those who came before them? And certainly the abode of the

?” Hereafter is better for those who are pious. Do you not understand

Commentary: verse 109

The opponents of the prophets always used to criticize them for being human and

therefore not different to those who did not believe. This was also the case with the

people who were the contemporaries of our Prophet (p.b.u.h.). They also used to raise

such a criticism which this verse answers. The verse does not deny the humanity of

the prophets, it affirms that they were men, but men upon whom descended Divine

Revelation. These men used to live in the same towns and villages as other human

beings, and had social intercourse with them and were well aware of their pains,
:needs and difficulties. The verse says

And We did not send (apostles) before you but men from the people of the towns “ 
. …” whom We did inspire with revelations

All of the history of mankind is the history of sending prophets and their acceptance or

rejection by the people to whom they were sent. In this regard the Qur’ān challenges

the
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skeptical to travel throughout the earth and see the end of those who rejected the

:truth. The verse continues saying

Have they not traveled in the earth and seen what was the end of those who came “… 
? …” before them

This investigation and research, because its subject is tangible and evident, provides

.the best instructive lesson that is available to all and can be experienced by everyone

Compared to this passing and transient world, the Hereafter is more suited to the

pious and is better than this world, it is free from troubles and is eternal, and man

:would come to this very conclusion if he utilized his intellect. The verse says

And certainly the abode of the Hereafter is better for those who are pious. Do you “… 
?” not understand

:Explanations

The prophets were human beings like other people in the fullest sense of the word . 1
and used to live among them. They were not angels, nor were they seeking after their

.own welfare

All the prophets were men for the means of propagation and long arduous travel in . 2
.its way can only be accomplished by men

The knowledge of the prophets has been gained through revelation from the . 3
’. omniscience of Allah. Technically it has been ‘inspired

The dispatch of the prophets (a.s.) on their mission, the descent of the Divine . 4
revelation, and the uprooting of obstinate unbelievers are all examples of the

.traditional way of the Divine in history

The polytheists, however, have nothing to gain from their opposition to the . 5
prophets. Even in this world they will be surrounded by punishment and pain.

However, for the
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virtuous people in this world, the Hereafter would be much more than they could have

.imagined while being in this world

.Wisdom and meditation lead man directly towards the teachings of the prophets . 6

It is necessary, of course, to preserve historical relics and monuments for the . 7
.experience and instruction of the future generations

****
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نَیِمرِجْ - مُْلا مِوْقَْلا  نِعَ  انَسُأَْب  ُّدرَُی  لاَوَ  ءُآشََّن  نمَ  یَجُّنفَ  اَنرُصَْن  مْهُءَآجَ  اوُبذِکُ  دْقَ  مْهَُّنأَ  اوُّنظَوَ  لُسُُّرلا  سَأَْیتَسْا  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  ﴾ 110﴿

Till when the messengers despaired and they (disbelievers) thought they had . “ 110
been told a lie, Our help came to them and We delivered whom We pleased. But Our

.” punishment will not be averted from the guilty people

Commentary: verse 110

Whilst preaching the Divine message, incorrigible and obstinate elements would raise

such a hue and cry and put up such an opposition that even the prophets began to

despair of ever guiding such ungrateful and ignorant folk and became concerned that

the people would take them to be liars. It was at these low moments that Allah would

send them His assistance and saved those whom He chose and punished whom He

:willed. The verse says

Till when the messengers despaired and they (disbelievers) thought they had been “ 
. …” told a lie, Our help came to them and We delivered whom We pleased

After insisting on doing their evil deeds, after actively resisting the Divine call, and

after all the ultimatums delivered to him, when the inveterate sinner is confronted

with the Divine punishment, it is impossible for him to avert it by any power. The verse

:says

.” But Our punishment will not be averted from the guilty people “… 
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:Some Examples of the despair of the prophets throughout their call

Only a few individuals accepted the faith after Noah had tried for very many years to

call the people to the worship of the One True God. Allah told him: ‘None of your

(people will believe except those who have already believed.’(1

Noah then, condemning those people which reveal his desperate situation says that

(no one except immoral, ungrateful children will be born from this generation.(2

In the lives and call of the prophets Hūd, Salih, Shu’ayb, Mūsā, and ‘Isā (a.s.), one sees

.their despair when confronted by the recalcitrance of their enemies

There are many examples where the people suspected the prophets of lying. We read

in Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 27: “…may we think you are liars.” And the Pharaoh told

(Mūsā (a.s.): “Truly, I think that you have been bewitched O Moses!”(3

As for Allah’s triumph in this state, the Qur’ān also shows that during this state of

despair Allah bestows victory over the unbelieving folk, which is a right that Allah has

reserved for Himself. In Sura Ar-Rūm, Allah says: “And helping the believers is ever

(incumbent on Us.”(4

Elsewhere He says: “We saved Hūd and those who believed with him by a mercy from

(Us, and delivered them from a harsh punishment.”(5

With regard to the inexorability of Allah’s punishment, we see in Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13,
verse 11, which implies that when Allah intends evil upon a people, there is no averting

.it

p: 578

.Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 36 - 1
.Sura Noah, No. 71, verse 27 - 2

.Sura Al-’Isra’, No. 17, verse 101 - 3
.Sura Ar-Rūm, No. 30, verse. 47 - 4

.Sura Hūd, No. 11, verser. 58 - 5

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4578 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_578_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_578_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_578_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_578_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_578_5
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


يدًهُوَ ءٍیْشـَ  لّکُ  لَیصـِْفتَوَ  هِْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  يذَِّلا  قَیدِصْتَ  نکَِلوَ  يرَتَْفُی  اًثیدِحَ  نَاکَ  امَ  بِابَْللاَْا  یِلوْلأُ  هٌرَْبعِ  مْهِصـِصَقَ  یِف  نَاکَ  دْقََل  ﴾ 111﴿

نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  هًمَحْرَوَ 

Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for the possessors of intellect. It is not an . “ 111
invented tale, but a confirmation of what came before it, and a clear exposition of all

.” things, and a guidance and a mercy for people who believe

Commentary: verse 111

The Arabic words /‘ibrat/ and /ta‘bīr/ denote to pass, and the passing from one stage

to another. When Yusuf says that this was the interpretation of his dream of old, it

.signifies the passing of his dream into reality

And /’brat/ also means passing from what was capable of being seen and heard into a
.state where they are not capable of being seen or heard but exist nevertheless

The Qur’ānic term /qasasihim/ perhaps refers to the story of all the prophets or it

probably focuses on the stories of Yusuf, Ya‘qūb, the brothers, the ‘Aziz of Egypt, and

.the bitter and sweet events associated with them told in this story

Anyway, the last verse of this Sura is comprehensive in content dealing with all the

issues of this Sura in a concise manner. It tells us that all the stories of the holy

Qur’ān, including the story of Yusuf and his brothers as well as that of the prophets,
the faithful and the unbelievers, are useful and instructive lessons for all those who

.are not afraid to use their minds
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These stories teach us about the causes of victory and defeat, success and

frustration, happiness and misfortune, and elevation and degradation. Briefly put,
they show us what should be of value or should lack value in our lives. However, it is
only the /’ulil al bāb/ (the people of understanding) that can learn from the instructive

.lessons that are taught

:The Qur’ān says

. …” Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for the possessors of intellect “ 

These stories, the Qur’ān adds, have not been fabricated or false. They have been

revealed to the Prophet unveiling the true history of past generations which confirm

:the original books of the past prophets. The verse says

, …” It is not an invented tale, but a confirmation of what came before it “… 

Whatever is needed by man and the identification of all those things that are the real

.bases of man’s true happiness, have been elucidated in these verses

For this reason the Qur’ān is the source of all guidance for those who seek it and the

:source of blessings for all those who are believers. The verse continues saying

and a clear exposition of all things, and a guidance and a mercy for people who “… 
.” believe

These stories, as instructive and heart rending as they are, are identical with the truth

.and there is not the slightest deviation in their authenticity or objectivity

They therefore carry an enormous impact for we know that fables, no matter how

.interesting they might be, are not as impressive as true stories

Therefore, it becomes clear how the school of Yusuf, the fighter for holy causes, the

abstinent, the champion of faith and virtue, the angel like man, the exemplar of

benevolence
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and humanitarianism, the man of peace and reform and, finally, the representation of

.human perfection, is formed

The godly school represented by this spiritual and political personality, does not only

have a beneficial impact upon all social classes, but it can also provide valuable

lessons for world leaders as well, saving the political world from lack of faith, mischief,
lying, and aggression, leading them towards faith, humanitarianism and virtue, thus

.guaranteeing world peace and security for all

We send warm greetings to you O’ celestial and heavenly man from the lovers of

truth and humanitarianism whose illustrious story has been the center of attention of

the entire world. Your life is a torch that leads and directs man towards his true

happiness. We who aspire to truth and justice send loving greetings to you, the

champion of faith and virtue who did not surrender himself to the illegitimate

tendencies of deviants, who was jailed for not having committed any crime, adding

.another page of pride to the history of enlightened people

O Allah! bestow upon us open eyes, open ears, and zealous hearts so that we can

benefit from the ways of our predecessors to find a path of salvation from the

.difficulties in which we are immersed

O Allah! Make us so receptive and kin to be able to see the true end of the life of the

former nations who, after victory, painfully defeated because of disunity and that we

.do not go along the way they went

O Allah, provide us with such a sincere intention to be able to trample upon our

egoistic selves and bestow upon us a wisdom which does not make us arrogant when

we are victorious, and bestow upon us such tolerance which would
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enable us to leave others to undertake tasks which they are more capable of

.performing

Once you bestow these on us, we shall then be able to overcome all difficulties and

illuminate the world with the Everlasting Light which shines forth from Islam and the

.Qur’ān

O Allah, the Almighty, illuminate our hearts with the light of the Qur’ān and put us in a
.position to execute all the commands of the Qur’ān

The End of Sura Yusuf
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A

Aaron: 126, 136

Abābīl, the bird: 419

Abbreviated letters: 18

Abdullah-ibn-Zubayr: 234

Abdur-Rahman Jāmī: 355

Abel: 419

Abraha: 419

,Abraham (a.s.): 273, 275, 276, 279, 280, 289, 290, 365, 400, 554

The iconoclastic champion: 354-

The plea of: 278-

The wife of: 274-

AbūHamzah Thumālī: 429, 559

Abū-Sa‘īd-Khedrī: 234

Abūtālib: 166

Abūthar: 395

Ād: 258, 261‘

The tribe of: 259, 260, 307-

Adam, the second: 204

Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.): 182, 199, 233, 276, 277, 312, 352
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The Imams of: 321-

The school of: 233-

Ahlus-Sunnah: 234

Ahzāb: 85

Ali (a.s.), the Imam: 186, 193, 194

Ali-ibn-Ya‘qtīn: 480

:Allah

Knowledge of: 190-

The men of: 199-

Omniscience: 190-

Path of: 199-

Punishment of: 200-

Son of: 113-
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Unity of: 292-

Will of: 218-

Anas-ibn-Mālik: 234

An-Nubuwwah: 530, 559

Ark: 222, 223, 225, 228, 229, 241

Of Salvation: 228, 233-

Arsh: 22‘

Āshūrā: 117‘

The Day of: 117-

Aqabah: 291‘

B

Badr: 85

Companions of: 182-

The battle of: 367-

Bashir: 547

Bayt-ul-Muqaddas: 559

Benjamin: 491, 494, 495, 496, 498, 503, 504, 514, 515, 517, 518, 520, 526, 562

Blast: 270

C

Cain: 419
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Cave, the People of: 419

Chaldeans: 244

Children of Israel: 136, 198, 140, 141, 144, 185, 308, 559

Chinese: 244

Christians: 113

Coptic: 123

Court of Justic: 103, 211, 297
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D

Damascus: 261, 269, 559

The Day of Judgment: 84, 94, 100, 103, 214

The Divine Judgment: 172, 210

E

Egypt: 144, 291, 401, 403, 405, 422, 427, 444, 456, 457, 468, 480, 486, 487, 490, 494, 500, 503, 504,
508, 510, 511, 518, 523, 524, 531, 542, 544, 552, 553, 559, 561

The ‘Aziz of: 404-

The women of: 431-

Egyptian government: 355, 484

King: 367, 450, 456, 457, 458, 480, 481-

Aristocracy: 405, 424-

Women: 428, 429, 436, 472-

Ezra: 113

F

Fakhr Rāzī: 440, 495

Fanatism: 195

Fatimat-uz-Zahrā’ (a.s.): 443, 455

Ferdowsī: 355

The Flood: 227, 244, 245
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G

Gabriel: 281, 453, 529

Ghā’im, Hadrat, (a.s.): 537

Great Day: 41, 172
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Greeks: 244

Gulf of Aqabah: 291

H

Hakim Abū ‘Abdullah Hāfiz: 529

Hārūn: 136

Hassan (a.s.): 455

Hell: 59, 332, 345

The Fire of: 310, 410-

Hereafter: 201, 363, 410

Hijāz: 260

Hindus: 244

Holy Land: 144

Homosexuality: 284, 286

House of Ka‘bah: 235

Hūd: 244

The people of: 259-

Hunayn: 85

Husayn (a.s.): 443, 455, 526

I

Ibn-‘Abbās: 234
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Ibrahīm: 18, 121, 455’

The ligion of: 443-

Al-Khalīl: 488-

Īsa (a.s.): 213, 578’

Is-hāq: 33, 365, 455’

Ismā‘īl: 365, 368, 455, 554’

Israel: 139
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J

Jacob: 522

Jazīrat-ul-Arab: 259

Jealousy: 382, 383, 384, 385

Jerusalem: 559

Jesus: 113, 416

Son of Allah: 113-

Jinn: 213

Jonah: 151, 152

Judgment: 172

The court of: 97-

The Day of: 84, 94, 100, 103, 214, 286, 292, 317, 433, 571-

Joudi, Mount: 235

K

Ka’bah: 233, 235, 539

Ka‘b-ul-Akhbār: 562

,Kan‘ān: 228, 238, 422, 494, 501, 510, 511, 517, 522, 523, 531, 544, 546

Karbalā: 443, 556

Kauthar, the pool of: 352

Khadijah: 166
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Kufan: 117

Kumayl, the Supplication: 428

L

Layla-tu-Mabīt: 400

Lāt (Lot): 40, 273, 281, 285, 289, 340

The people of: 272, 279, 280, 285, 289, 290, 300-

The wife of: 281, 282, 288-

Laylat-ul-Qadr: 364
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Lebanon: 291

M

Ma‘ān: 291

Madyan: 291, 292, 306, 308

Mahdī, (a.s.): 298, 352, 537

The friends of: 182-

The reappearance of: 214-

Ma’mūn: 412, 480

Manāt: 40

Mary: 419

Masjed-ul-Haram: 367

Mecca: 50, 85, 186, 219, 235, 295, 367, 539

Medina: 261, 269

Moses: 125, 128, 130, 131, 133, 134, 137, 139, 141, 308, 309, 354, 367, 400, 559, 560

Book of: 193-

Mosul: 235

Mount Judi: 235

Mu‘āwiyah: 250

Mūsa ibn ‘Imrān: 308, 382

Mu‘tafikāt: 289
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N

Nile, River: 232, 560

Nimrūd: 156

Noah: 33, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 166, 204, 208, 216, 218, 220, 221, 222, 223, 225, 227, 228, 229,
,231, 233, 238, 240, 241, 243, 244, 246, 250, 300, 340

The Ark of: 120, 222, 223, 225, 227, 230, 233, 241-
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The curse of: 244-

The first Ulul-‘Azm: 204-

The son of: 237, 238-

The wife of: 282-

O

Omniscience, Allah: 190

P

Palestine: 144, 289, 291, 486, 510

Paradise: 24, 32, 33, 310

The companions of: 202-

The people of: 33-

Peace: 57

Peninsola, the Arabian: 259

People of the Book: 147

People of Noah: 225, 232

Pharaoh: 123, 128, 129, 131, 132, 137, 140, 143, 144, 146, 308, 309, 561

The people of: 126-

The rebellion of: 137-

Pool of Kauthar: 352

Q
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Quraysh: 219, 236

The unbelievers of: 236-

R

Rāqib: 531
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Rail, Yusuf’s mother: 562

The Reckoning Day: 317

Resurrection: 24, 30, 35, 62, 84, 116, 315

The Day of: 75, 77, 92, 97, 100, 103, 145, 180, 197, 198, 211, 218, 225, 259, 315, 317, 355, 565-

Right Path: 255, 302, 564

River Nile: 232

Roudat-ul-Kāfī: 457

S

Sadīr Siyrafī: 530

Salih, the prophet (a.s.): 261, 263, 269, 340

The people of: 300-

Salmān: 277

Sārah: 274, 275

Sayyid ush-Shuhadā’: 443

Sebti: 123

,Shaddād: 156

Shahābuddīn ‘Am‘aq: 355

Shu‘ayb: 292, 296, 298, 299, 300, 302, 304, 305, 308

The People of: 291-

Shu‘ayb Aqarqūtī: 454, 455
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Sinaie, the mount: 291

Sodomites: 288

Syria: 144, 443

T

Thamūd: 306

Torah: 193, 244, 291, 443, 456
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:Traditions of

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.): 40, 167, 233, 234, 321, 322, 330, 335, 336, 338, 352, 365, 382, 383, 389,
395, 396, 432, 433, 434, 468, 506, 539

Imam Ali (a.s.): 100, 108, 176, 276, 321, 322, 335, 336, 337, 338, 361, 383, 384, 395, 396, 433, 434,
539

Imam Hassan (a.s.): 250

Imam Husayn (a.s.): 443

Ali-ibn-il-Husayn Imam Sajjād, Zaynul-‘Ābidīn (a.s.): 197, 429, 443, 526

Imam Bāqir (a.s.): 59, 101, 182, 378, 434, 526, 530, 545, 559, 568

Imam Sādiq (a.s.): 17, 59, 105, 109, 147, 152, 180, 182, 286, 321, 355, 372, 382, 383, 384, 395, 399,
411, 453, 454, 480, 506, 537, 568

Imam Kāzim (a.s.): 480

Imam Ridā (a.s.): 143, 238, 239, 322, 395, 412, 480, 568

Imam Hassan ‘Askarī: 395

Imam Mahdī: 295

U

Umar: 539‘

Ummah: 196, 361

Umm-us-Salamah: 277

Unseen: 212

The knower of: 212-

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4605 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The knowledge of: 212-

The secrets of: 221-

Uzzā: 40’

V

Vessel, the Ark of Noah: 225
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W

Wādī-ul-Qurra: 261, 269

Wahab-ibn-Bunyah: 562

Walīd-ibn-Rayyān, the king of Egypt: 457

Western world: 132

X

Xizy, the Qur’ānic term: 268

Y

Ya‘qūb: 365, 369, 371, 376, 386, 389, 397, 495, 500, 515, 523, 524, 526, 530, 531, 533, 544, 546, 547,
552, 553, 554, 559

The love of: 377-

The wishes of: 501-

Yemen: 260, 481

Yusuf: 181

Z

Zayd ibn Suhan: 433

Zoroastrians: 244

Zulaykhā: 355, 408, 409, 413, 414, 429, 431, 435, 471, 472

The guilt of: 418-
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A Presentation to Muslims

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

 " مْکُْنِم رِْملأا  یِلوُاوَ  لَوسَُّرلا  اوعُیطِأَوَ  هََّللا  اوعُیطِأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  یلاعتَ " : هّللا  لَاق 

هیلآا 59 ءاسنلا 4 - هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and those charged with “ 
(authority among you …” (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

Those charged with authority’ are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s.) and, at the )‘
time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned, pious, and just, should be

.( referred to

نْمَفَ هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ  هِّللا  لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّراصْناَْلا  هِّللا  دِْـبعَ  نِْبرِِباـج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباـج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحـَ  یِف  نِیدّـلا  لِاـمکِْا  یِف 
، بٍِلاط یباَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب ؛ نِْم  نَیمِلسـْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ  وَ  رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَیذَّلارِْماَْلاوُلوُا 

یِّنِم هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباج ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  یٍّلعَ  نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسـَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث 
نُْب نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  یٍّلعَ ، نُْب  دُمَحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاصّلا  َّمُث  مَالََّسلا ،

هِْیدَیـَ یلَعَ  هُرُکْذِ  یلاـعتَ  هُّللا  حُتـَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  یٍِّلعَ ، نِْب  نِسَحَْلا  نُْبا  هِدِاـبعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّلا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسـَ وَ  َّمُث  یٍِّلعَ ،
لَاق .نِامیاْلِل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئایلواَ  هِِتعَیـش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اـهِبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْاَْـلا وَ  قَرِاشـَمَ 

نَوعُفِتَْنیَ هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب  يذَّلاوَ  يا  لَاقفَ  هِِتبَْیغَ ، یف  هِِب  عُآفِتْناِْلاَ  هِِتعَیـشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج :
 ... بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا  عِافِتْناِکَ  هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب 

هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 
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In ‘Ikmāl-ud-Din’ a tradition, through ‘Jābir-il-Ju‘fī’, is narrated from ‘Jābir-
ibn-‘Abdillāh’ thus: " I said: ‘ O Messenger of Allah, we have known Allah and His

Apostle; then who is ’Ulul-’Amr, those that Allah has made their obedience the same

as your obedience?’ Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘O Jābir! they are, after me, my

successors and the Guides of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abītālib; then

(Imam) hassan, and (Imam) Husayn; then Ali-ibn-il-Husayn; then Mohammad-ibn-Ali;

known in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! when you visit him, give my

regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, – Ja‘far-ibnMuhammad; and after him Mūsa-
ibn-Ja‘far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhammad-ibn-Ali; then Ali-ibn-Muhammad,
then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes) Al-Ghā’im, whose name and sir-
name is the same as mine. He is Allah’s Authority on the Earth and His Remainder

amongst His servants. He is the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-‘Askarī). This is the

very personality by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and the Wests of the

worlds, and this is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and his

lovers in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except for

." the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah! Will his followers avail of him during

his occultation?’ He answered: ‘Yes. By the One Who appointed me to prophethood,
they will seek brightness from his light and will avail by devotion in his absence the

’…" same as the availing of people from the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253’ with nearly similar meaning in Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

 " یحَوُی یٌحْوَ  َّلاإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  يوَهَْلا ☼  نِعَ  قُطِنیَ  امَوَ  یلاعتَ " : هّللا  لَاق 

هیلآا 3 و 4 ( – 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does he (the Apostle) speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation that is " 
"revealed

(Sura An-Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Languages Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur’ān ) – A.1

Ma‘ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur’ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur’ān) – A.2

Kholāsi-ye-‘Abaqāt-ul-’Anwār (A summary of a Tradition on Imamate) – A.3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-’Iqtisād-dar Qur’ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in the .4
Qur’ān and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī (a.s.) ‘inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) Accordint to.5
traditions) – A

Ma‘ālim-ul-Hukūmah-fī-Qur’ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy.6
Qur’ān) – A

Al-Imam-is-Sādiq wal Mathāhib-il-’Arba‘ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims’ Issues) – A.7

Ma‘ālim-un-Nubuwwah fī Qur’ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur’ān) .8
– A

Ash-Shu‘ūn-il-Eqtisād fī-Qur’ān was-Sunnah (Ways of Economy in the Qur’ān and.9
Tradition) – A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-Salāh al-Halabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) –.10
A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-‘Ali-ibn-Abī-Tālib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash-Shāfi‘ī.11
(The Merits of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) – A

Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahha min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bayt-il-Athār by Hafiz Mohammad.12
al-Badakhshanī (Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) – A
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Ba‘z-i-Mu’allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on Islamic.13
Education) – F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) – A.14

Yaum-ul-Mau‘ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) – A.15

Al-Qaybat-is-Suqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi.16
(a.s.)) – A

Mukhtalaf-al-Shī‘ah by ‘Allāmah al-Hillī (Judgement through Jurisprudence in.17
Islam) – A

Ar-Rasā’il-il-Mukhtārah by ‘Allāmah ad-Dawānī wal-Muhaqiq Mīrdāmād (A Book on.18
the Theoloty and Philosophy of Islam) – A

As-Sahīfat-ul-Khāmisat-us-Sajjādiyyah (The Psalms of Islam as Stated by the .19
Fourth Imam (a.s.)) – A

Nimūdārī az Hukūmat-i-‘Ali (a.s.) (An Outine on the Government of Hazrat ‘Ali (a.s.)).20
– A

Manshūrhā-yi Jāvīd-i-Qur’ān (The Eternal Lights of the Qur’ān; An Objective.21
Commentary) – F

Mahdī-yi-Muntazar (a.s.) dar Nahjul-Balāqah (The Awaited Mahdi (Guide) in Peaks.22
of Eloquence) – F

Sharh-il-Lum‘at-id-Damishqiyyah, 10 Vols. (Some Subjects on Islamic .23
Jurisprudence and Ordinances) – A

Tarjamah wa Sharh-i-Nahjul-Balāqah, 4 Vols. (Translation and Explanation of the .24
Statement of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.)) – F

Fī Sabīl-il-Wahdat-il-Eslāmiyyah (The Need of Islamic Unity) – A.25

Nazarāt-un-fī-Kutub-il-Khālidah (Opinions on Islamic Matters) – A.26
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Kitāb-al-Wāfī, 30 Vols. (Traditions on Different Subjects) – A.27

Dah Risālah by Feyd-i-Kāshānī (Ten Articles on Islamic Education) – F.28

Majmoo‘ih Test-hāy-i-Bīnesh wa Ma‘ārif Islamī (A Collection of Test Questions on .29
Islamic Knowledge and Culture) – F

Darīcheh-’ī bar ’Ahkām (Elementary Religious Questions for the Coming.30
Generation) – F

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur’ān – English.31

A Bundle of Flowers from the Garden of Traditions of the Prophet Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) – .32
Arabic – English
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There are 272 Arabic/Farsi Commentaries (Tafsir) Available at the Imam Ali (a.s.) Public

.Library as Sources for This Commentary

:Among Them are the Following

Tafsīr - ul - Qur’ān - il - Karīm by ‘Allāmah as - Sayyid ‘Abdullāh Shubbar, Dār-u- .1
Ihyā’-it-Turāth-il-‘Arabī. Beirut, Lebanon –A

Tafsīr-ul-Qummī by Abil-Hassan ‘Alī ibn Ibrāhīm-il-Qummī, Dār-ul-Kitāb, Qum, Iram, .2
1968/1387 A.H. –A

Fī-Zilāl, Sayyid-i-Qutb; Dār-u-Ihyā’-it-Turāth-il-‘Arabī, Beirut,Lebanon, 1967/1386 –A.3

At-Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif by Muhammad Jawād Muqniyah, Dār-ul- ‘ilm lil-Malāyīn, Beirut, .4
Lebanon, 1970 –A

Tafsīr-is-Sāfī by al-Fayd-il-Kāshānī, al-A‘lamī lil-Matbu‘āt, Beirut,Lebanon, 1979/1399- .5
A
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(: ص  ) هُّللا لُوسُرَ  لَاق 

ضِوْحَْلا َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْلوَ  یٍّلعَ ، عَمَ  نُارْقُْلا  قُحَْلا وَ  وَ  نآرقُْلاوَ ، قِّحَْلا  عَمَ  ٌّیلعَ 

:The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

Ali (a.s.) is with the truth and the Qur’ān, and the truth and the Qur’ān are with Ali. " 
They will never get separated from each other until they meet me at the Houd of

(Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance)." (1

(: ص  ) هُّللا لُوسُرَ  لَاق 

بٍِلاط یباَ  نِْب  یِّلعَ  نِْم  زٍاوجَِب  ءَاج  نْمَ  لاِّا  هََّنجَْلا  لُخُدْیَ  ضِوْحَْلا لا  یلَعَ  هِمَایقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ٌّیلعَ 

:The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

On the Day of Resurrection, Ali (a.s.) will guard the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of " 
Abundance). None will enter Paradise except the one who comes with the

(admissibility of ‘Ali-ibn-’Abītālib (a.s.)." (2

p: 600

a- Tārīkh-i-Dameshq, by Ibn ‘Asākir, part Imam Ali, vol. 3, p. 153, No. 1172 b- 1 - 1
Manāqib-i-Khārazmī, p. 176, No. 214 c- Farā’id-us-Samtayn, Vol. 1, p. 177, No. 140,
narrated from ’Umm-us-Salamah. d- Rabī‘-ul-Abrād by Zamakhsharī, vol. 1, p. 828. e-

Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah, chapter 20, vol. 1, p. 269
a- Manāqib-i-Ibn-Maqāzily, p. 119, narrated by Ibn-‘Abbās. b- ’Arjah-ul-Matālib, p. 2 - 2
550. c- Musnad-Ahmad-Hanbal, vol. 4, p. 165. d- Sunan-i-Tarmathī, No. 3719. e- Sunan-i-
IbnMājih, No. 119. f- Mu‘jam-i-Kabīr, by Tabarānī, vol. 4, pp. 19, 20. g- ’Aqānī, by Abul-
Faraj, vol. 18, p. 39. h- Al-Firdous Diylamī, vol. 3, p. 61, No. 4172, narrated from ’Umm-us-
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In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Introduction

The main introductory to this noble series, the Enlightening Commentary into the

Light of the Holy Qur’ān, has been explained in detail at the beginning of the first part

of the commentary of the Qur’ān. Thus, those dear readers who wish to know more

about the original source of the commentary of the Qur’ān and to be acquainted with

some essential data towards the aim of this holy effort, may refer to that. It can

.surely be helpful along the study of this book, too

The book offered before this one, No. 7, contained nearly parts eleven and twelve,
while this book, No. 8, which is fortunately available for you after an undesired delay,
consists of five suras of the Holy Qur’ān: Ar-Ra‘d, ’Ibrāhīm, Al-Hijr, An-Nahl, forming

parts thirteen and fourteen, as well as Sura Banī-’Israel which begins part fifteen.
Now, as we promised aforetime, the gap between books 6 and 9 has prosperously

been wiped out and they are also available for the readers of the Qur’ān, by the help

.of Allah

As usual, again and again we ask Allah, the Almighty, to help us, as ever before, and

.assist us to complete this sacred endeavour successfully

May He (s.w.t.) guide and succour all of us by the light of the Qur’ān to pave its

.Straight Path further and further, for we are always in need of His favours

The Scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid ‘Abbās Sadr-‘Āmilī

The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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PART 13 , Sura Ar-Ra‘d

Point

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

(The Thunder, No. 13)

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 6 sections 43

:The Content of Sura Ar-Ra‘d

As was mentioned aforetime, Meccan suras were revealed at the beginning of the call

of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), when the hostile pagans seriously opposed to accept

the Faith. Then these suras are mostly upon the issues of belief, specially invitation to

Monotheism, struggling against idolatry, and proving the Resurrection. While the

Medinite suras, which were reveled after the expansion of Islam and the formation of

the Islamic government, explain the Divine ordinances and religious social rules,
.according to the needs of the society

This Sura, which is among the Meccan suras, also follows the same line. After making

allusions to the legitimacy and greatness of the Qur’ān, it refers to monotheism and

states the secrets of creation which are the signs of the existence of the Pure Essence

.of Allah

Then the Qur’ān, in this Sura, discusses about Resurrection and the new life of

mankind in Hereafter, as well as the Divine Court of Justice on the Reckoning Day. It

completes this introduction of Monotheism and Resurrection by pointing to the

.responsibilities and duties of people
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.Once again, it returns to the issue of Monotheism

Then it gives examples in order to make the right and wrong known. They are some

.manifest and sensible examples which are understandable for all

In view of the fact that the ultimate worldly fruit of belief in Monotheism and

Resurrection is the very constructive and practical programs, following these

discussions, it invites people to; fulfilling the promise, union of kindred, patience and

.perseverance, spending out in charity secretly and openly, and leaving revenge

And, finally, the content of this Sura guides people to search the depths of events in
.history through showing them the painful end of the disobedient nations in the past

Thus, Sura Ar-Ra‘d begins with some verses concerning Faith and convictions, and

ends with introducing the deeds and activities which are helpful in the formation of

.human character

****

p: 18

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4647 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Ar-Ra‘d

(The Thunder, No. 13)

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 6 sections 43

Section 1: Signs of Allah in Nature

Point

Verses of the Qur’ān described – Signs of Allah in Nature – The Earth and its produce

for those who understand – Apostle Muhammad, a Warner and a Guide unto all

nations, i.e., Humanity as a whole

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

نَوُنِمؤُْی سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  ُّقحَْلا  ِ-كَ  بّرَ نِم  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِنُا  يذَِّلاوَ  بِاتَکِْلا  تُایَاءَ  کَْلِت  رملا  ﴾ 1﴿

Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Mīm ‘M’, Rā ‘R’. These are the verses of the Book; and that which . “ 1
.” has been revealed to you from your Lord is the Truth, but most people do not believe
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Commentary: verse 1

At the beginning of this Holy Sura, again we have the abbreviated letters which are

found in 29 suras of the Qur’ān. The abbreviated letters here are a combination of ‘Alif

’, ‘Lām’, and ‘Mīm’, which has occurred at the beginning of several suras, while ‘Alif’
‘Lām’ and ‘Rā’ are mentioned at the beginning of some other suras. Thus, in fact, this

Sura is the only Sura that begins with ‘Alif, ‘Lām’, ‘Mīm’, and ‘Rā’. In view of the fact

that the particular abbreviated letters at the beginning of every Sura seem to have a
direct connection with the content of that Sura, it is probable that the present

combination of the abbreviated letters at the beginning of Sura Ar-Ra‘d indicate that

the content of this Sura consists of the contents of both group of suras which begin

with ‘Alif, Lām, Mīm’ and ‘Alif, Lām, Rā’. A careful attention over the contents of these

.suras also testifies this idea

Since there have been talked upon the abbreviated letters of the Qur’ān stated at the

beginning of suras Al-Baqarah, ’Āl-i-‘Imrān and Al-’A‘rāf, their repetition is not so

:necessary here again. The first verse, on the dignity of the Qur’ān, says

These are the verses of the Book; and that which has been revealed to you from “… 
, …” your Lord is the Truth

There is no room for any doubt to be seen in it, because it is the statement of the

.objective facts of the world of creation, and its relation with humankind

It is a truth that the Qur’ān has not been mixed with falsehood. That is why the signs

of its legitimacy is found even in its appearance so that there in no need of further

.reasoning

Yet, the ignorant and empty-headed persons, who form the majority of people, do

:not believe in the revelations. It says

.” but most people do not believe “… 
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ِ-رُ بّدَُـی یمّسـَُم  لٍجَلأَ  يرِجْیَ  ٌّلکُ  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلا  رََّخسـَوَ  شِرْعَْلا  یلَعَ  يوَتَسـْا  َّمُث  اهََنوْرَتَ  دٍمـَعَ  رِْیغَِب  تِاوَامـََّسلا  عَفَرَ  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  ﴾ 2﴿

نَوُنِقوُت مْکُ  -ِ بّرَ ءِآقَِلِب  مکَُّلعََل  تِایَلاَا  ِ-لُ  صّفَُی رَْملأَا 

Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars which you (can) see, then . “ 2
He established Himself on ‘Arsh (the Throne of authority) and subjected the sun and

.the moon, each one runs unto an appointed term

He directs the affair (of existence). He explains the signs (in detail) so that you may be

.” certain of the meeting with your Lord

Commentary: verse 2

Here, in this verse, which is stated after the abbreviated letters, the Qur’ān refers to

an important part of the evidences of monotheism and the signs of Allah in the world

:of creation. What a beautiful statement it is when it says

, …” Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars which you (can) see “ 

This verse unveils a scientific fact which was not manifest for anyone at the time of

the revelation of the Qur’ān. At that time the Ptolemaic system governed over the

scientific centers and the thoughts of people. According to it, the planets and heavens

were considered as the layers of an onion which were located over each other, and

the earth was in the center. About one thousand years after the revelation of these

verses, the knowledge of humankind realized that the mentioned theory was utterly

wrong and the reality is that the celestial planets each rotates on a fix axis in its own

position, suspending and
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.also invariable, without having anything to lean against

The only factor which supports them to be fix in their own particular rotations is the

.equilibrium resulted from the attractive and repelling forces

This equilibrium of the attractive and repelling forces, as an unseen pillar, keeps the

.celestial planets fix in their positions and orbits

:Then, the verse continues saying

( …” then He established Himself on ‘Arsh (the Throne of authority “… 

Next to the statement of creation of the heavens, and the existence of Allah’s
authority over them all, it refers to the subjection of the sun and the moon which is

:under His control. The verse says

, …” and subjected the sun and the moon “… 

But the material system of the world is not eternal, and all the celestial bodies, such as

the sun and the moon, will continue to rotate along their defined orbits until an

:appointed time. The verse says

. …” each one runs unto an appointed term “… 

Next to that, the Qur’ān implies that these acts of to and fro are not undue and do not

exist with no result, because it is Allah Who arranges everything. Then there is an

account for every movement, and every account has been appointed for a particular

:aim. The verse continues saying

(. …” He directs the affair (of existence “… 

:Then, it adds

He explains the signs (in detail) so that you may be certain of the meeting with “… 
.” your Lord
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:Explanations

There are some verses in the Qur’ān which indicate that Allah maintains the . 1
:heavens and the earth. Among them are the followings

A. “ Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars which you (can) see, …”
(. (The above mentioned verse

B. “Verily Allah holds the heavens and the earth lest they come to naught; and if they

(come to naught none besides Him can hold them back; …” (Sura Fātir, No. 35, verse 41

 …” C. “… And He withholds the heaven from falling on the earth

In Tafsīr Al-Mīzān, ‘Allamah Tabātabā’ī says that the purpose of the Qur’ānic word

/tafsīl/ (explanation) is separation of the celestial planets and the earth from each

other. The observation of this separation makes us aware of the separation of people

.in the Hereafter

The Arabic word /‘amad/ is the plural form of /‘amūd/ which means ‘pillar’. However,
.when we do not see something, it cannot be taken as a reason for its inexistence

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: “There are some pillars, but you do not see them”. (Bihār, vol. 60,
(p. 79, and Burhān, vol. 2, p. 278

There is a very attractive tradition in this field narrated from Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali

(a.s.) who has said: “ These stars, which are in the sky, are some cities like the cities on

the earth, every one of which is connected with another by means of a pillar of

(light.”(1

Could there be found a more expressive and clearer meaning than ‘invisible pillar’ or

‘a pillar of light’ in the
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expansion of the literature of that time for mentioning the concept of ‘attractive force’
’? and its resulting equilibrium against the ‘repelling force

D. The creation of the world with no Resurrection is a vain action. The reference for

Resurrection is the same reasoning of theism. The same One Who creates and directs

.the affairs of existence, can accomplish the Resurrection and Hereafter, too

.” so that you may be certain of the meeting with your Lord “… 

Once Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) was asked how Allah reckons (the deeds of) all mankind in
Hereafter. Then he answered: “In the same way that He sustains all humankind.”

((Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr

:The Subjection of the Sun and the Moon

The above-mentioned verse indicates that Allah (s.w.t.) has subjected the sun and the

moon. There are also many other verses in the Qur’ān which denote that the entire

celestial stars, all beings on the earth, the day and the night, and the like of them are

.wholly subjected to mankind

(In one occurrence, it says: “… and He has made the rivers subservient to you.”(1

By another statement in the same verse the holy Qur’ān says: “… and He has made

(the ships subservient to you, …” (2

In another occurrence, the Qur’ān says: “And He has made the night and the day, and

(the sun and the moon subservient to you …” (3

In a holy verse, the Qur’ān says: “And He has made the constantly moving sun and the

(moon subservient to you…”(4
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The Qur’ān also in another occurrence says: “And He it is Who has made the sea

(subservient that you may eat fresh meat from it…”(1

In another occurrence, the Qur’ān questions: “Do you not see that Allah has made

(subservient to you whatsoever is in the earth…?”(2

And, finally, somewhere else the Qur’ān says: “And He has made subservient to you

(whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth, all, from Himself; …”(3

From the totality of these verses, it is well understood that: Man is the most complete

being in the world of creation, and, from the view of Islam, he is so worthy and

respected that Allah has made all other beings subservient to him; i.e., it is the Man

who is the representative of Allah, and whose heart is the place fit for the Light of

.Allah

However, it is evident that the Qur’ānic word /tasxīr/ (subjection), referred to in these

verses, does not mean that man can bring all these things under his own command,
but it implies that they are alongside his benefit and service. For example, the celestial

planets reflect the light for him, or have some other advantages for him, which he

.may utilize

No school of thought, other than Islam, has considered so much worth and high rank

for Man, and in no other doctrine and philosophy Man has such an exalted position

.and personality

These are the specialties of the ideology of Islam which promote the value of man

high as such. Knowing this fact has a deep moral effect in man; because, when he

mediates that Allah has bestowed upon him so much grandeur
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in a state that every thing; such as: the sun, the moon, the celestial sphere and all

other things, are at his service, he will not tend to negligence and meanness so that

he becomes as captive to lusts, wealth, ranks, and ungodly forces. Such a man is the

.one who removes all barriers and promotes high and higher

How can one says that the sun and the moon are not at the service of man while they

illuminate and warm the scene of his life by their lights? Without sunshine, there will

be no movement and development on the earth. Moreover, by its gravity, the sun

causes the earth to rotate on its orbit, the moon causes the low tides and the high

tides appear in the seas, which are the source of many blessings and benefits for

man. The ships on the seas, the rivers, the day and the night, and the like of them,
each serves and helps man in a particular way. A careful observation and

contemplation over them, and over the regular order they have, makes it clear that

they are some manifest evidences unto the Greatness, Power and Wisdom of the

.Creator

****
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یِف َّنإِ  رَاهََّنلا  لَْیَّلا  یشـِْغُی  نِْینَْثا  نِْیجَوْزَ  اهَیِف  لَعَجَ  تِارَمَ  - َّثلا   ِ لّکـُ نِموَ  اًراهـَْنأَوَ  یَسـِاوَرَ  اهـَیِف  لَعـَجَوَ  ضَرْـَلأا  َّدمـَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُوَ  ﴾ 3﴿

نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ 

And He it is Who spread the earth and placed mountains and streams in it and . “ 3
inserted in it two pairs of the each kind of fruit. He covers the day with the night.

.” Certainly, there are signs in these matters for a people who reflect

Commentary: verse 3

This verse reveals the Divine signs in the upper universe and calls on man to meditate

on the earth, the mountains, the streams the various kinds of fruits, and the dawn and

sunset, saying that Allah spread the earth so as to make it ready for man to live in it
:and to grow plants and breed livestock in it. The verse says

 …” And He it is Who spread the earth “ 

The Qur’ān then goes on dealing with the issue of the emergence of mountains

:implying that Allah has placed mountains in the earth. It continues saying

 …” and placed mountains and streams in it “… 

These are the very same mountains which are referred to as /’autād/ meaning the

nails of the earth. Probably, it is because mountains are interconnected with each

other from underneath and armour-like they have covered the face of the earth so as

to counter-balance not only the internal pressure, which is being exerted from within

the crust of the earth, but also to counteract the extraordinary gravity power of the

moon and its
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ebb and tide from outside. Therefore, they are meant to respond to the continuous

earth tremors and earth quakes as well as the tensions which are brought about as a
result of them, and to pave the way for calm and relaxation on the terrestrial globe for

.man to live in

In the meantime, the verse, alluding to the rivers and the springs which are flowing on

.the earth, declares that there are streams placed therein

The irrigation system of the earth supported by mountains and the interdependence

of the mountains with the streams are noteworthy, for many of the mountains on the

earth deposit water in the form of snow within the cracks of their valleys or on their

tops. This snow eventually and gradually melts and travels from higher altitude

regions to the lower altitude regions owing to the natural law of gravitation.
.Sometimes also, there are lakes formed at the outskirts of the mountains

Then, the Qur’ān makes mention of foodstuffs and fruits which grow, as a result of

the water and sunshine, from the earth and are best for human nutrition, implying

that He has placed two pairs of each type of fruit in the earth. Here is allusion made to

the fact that fruits are living beings that contain male and female cells which are

:fertilized through the process of cross – fertilization. The verse says

.…” and inserted in it two pairs of the each kind of fruit “… 

Although ‘Linet’, the Swedish famous botanist and scientist succeeded himself in the

discovery of general and universal fertilization inside the world of plants in the mid

eighteenth century, the Glorious Qur’ān revealed this truth more than one thousand

and four hundred years ago which can by itself be considered as one of its miracles,
.showing the magnitude of this great celestial Book
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As man’s life and that of all other beings, especially that of the plants and fruits, can

not go on without an exact and an accurate system of the timing of the day and the

night, the Qur’ān refers to it in another part of the verse, indicating that He covers day

:with night and He veils it. The verse says

. …” He covers the day with the night “… 

The reason for this is that once the dark veil of night does not cover the light,
continuous sunshine burns away all plants, and no trace of the fruits and, generally

.speaking, of living beings would be left on the face of the earth

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān points out that, in the foregoing discussions, there

:are signs for those who meditate. The verse says

.” Certainly, there are signs in these matters for a people who reflect “… 

Honestly speaking, those who contemplate can witness the power of the

.Omnipotence and unending Omniscience of the Creator very clearly

:Explanations

The previous verse dealt with the skies while this verse relates to the earth and . 1
.earthly blessings

The Arabic term /rawāsī/ is the plural form of /rāsiyah/ and it signifies ‘firmness’. . 2
That is why, mountains are alluded to as /rawāsī/. The terms /zauj/ and /zaujān/ both

.mean male and female

The male and female in plants are often in one tree and sometimes in one blossom . 3
(and sometimes in two trees or two blossoms. (Tafsīr-ul-Furqān

The Qur’ānic phrase /madd al ’ard/ probably refers to the emerging of the earth . 4
from under the water which has been
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mentioned in Islamic quotations as /dahw ul ’ard/. This probability is consonant with

and compatible with the views of the contemporary geologists who claim that the

.( earth has been originally covered with water. (Allah knows the best

’. The world of creation is based on a ‘pair system . 5

I-The pairing system in plants: “… and He puts for every kind of beautiful growth (in
(pairs).” (1

II-The pairing system in animals, where the Qur’ān says: “… He made mates for you

(from among yourself and mates of the cattle too, …”(2

(III-Pairing in Human Beings: “He created mates from your own kind for you.” (3

(IV-Pairing in everything: “And of everything We have created pairs …”(4

****
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یلَعَ اهَضَْعَب  ِ-لُ  ضّفَُنوَ دٍحِاوَ  ءٍآمَِب  یقَسـُْی  نٍاوَْنصـِ  رُْیغَوَ  نٌاوَْنصـِ  لٌیخَِنوَ  عٌرْزَوَ  بٍانَعْأَ  نِْم  تٌاَّنجَوَ  تٌارَوِاجَتَُّم  عٌطَِق  ضِرْلأَا  یِفوَ  ﴾ 4﴿

نَوُلقِْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  لِکُلأُا  یِف  ضٍْعَب 

And in the earth there are tracts, side by side, and gardens of (different) grapes . “ 4
and corn-fields and palm trees, like and unlike, watered through one irrigation

system, and We made some of them excel in taste than others. Verily, there are signs

.” in this for a people who understand

Commentary: verse 4

The Arabic term /sinwān/ contrary to its appearance, which is in the form of dual

(referring to two), is the plural form of /sinw/ and means ‘a branch which stems out of

.the principal tree’. It refers here to being similar or identical

In this noble verse, we are confronted a series of interesting geological and botanical

issues which are all the signs of a predetermined system of creation. The Qur’ān first

mentions that there are different tracts side by side in the earth, and there are

gardens and trees which have different kinds of grapes and different plantations, and

:palm trees as well. The verse says

And in the earth there are tracts, side by side, and gardens of (different) grapes and “ 
, …” corn-fields and palm trees

The amazing thing is that these trees and their various kinds take their roots from one

,basic stem on some occasion
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and at other times they have their roots from different stems. The verse continues

:saying

like and unlike, watered through one “…

, …” irrigation system

This sentence probably provides clues as to the issue of the potentialities of trees for

grafting which is occasionally based on the grafting of several parts on the original

.stem, each of which develop and consequently a special kind of fruit will be delivered

What is more amazing is that they are all watered with one type of water. “Watered

through one irrigation system”. In spite of all this, Allah has excelled some of these

:trees over others in their type of fruit. The verse says

and We made some of them excel in taste than “… 

 …” others

Does each of these clues not provide us with sufficient reasons as to the leadership

which is unique in its origin and is knowledgeable in its system? It is here where, at the

end of the verse, the Qur’ān declares that there are signs in these matters as to the

:magnitude of Allah for those who contemplate. The verse says

.” Verily, there are signs in this for a people who understand “… 

:Explanation

The variety of fruits as to the colour, taste and smell and their different forms all have

their origin in the Divine power, and are consonant with Allah’s will. Otherwise, one

.kind of water could not generate more than one type of fruit

****
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مْهِِقانـَعْأَ یِف  لُـلاغْلأَا  کَِـئَلوُْاوَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَِب اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِـئَلوُْا  دٍـیدِجَ  قٍْلخَ  یفَِل  اَّنءِأَ  اًـبارَُت  اَّنکُ  اذَءِأَ  مْهُُلوْقَ  بٌجَعَفَ  بْجَْعتَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 5﴿

نَودُِلاخَ اهَیِف  مْهُ  رِاَّنلا  بُاحَصْأَ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ 

And if you do wonder, then wondrous is their sayings: ‘ What, when we turn into . “ 5
dust, Will we then surly be in a new creation?’ They are those who disbelieve in their

Lord and these shall have chains on their necks, and they are the people of the Fire,
.’” abiding therein for ever

Commentary: verse 5

Addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), this verse implies that he should not be amazed at

the denial of the prophecy by the people, for they are also astonished at Allah’s power

in transforming the dead back into life and do not believe it. The unbelievers in the

Resurrection have not provided any proof for the impossibility of resurrection and

they only consider its occurrence as remote. On the contrary, besides mentioning

Allah’s Justice and Wisdom, which necessitates the existence of the Hereafter, the

Qur’ān has reiterated on many occasions and has provided answers to this denial.
:The verse says

And if you do wonder, then wondrous is their sayings: ‘What, when we turn into dust, “ 
Will we then surly be in a new creation?’ They are those who disbelieve in their Lord

and these shall have chains on their necks, and they are the people of the Fire,
.’” abiding therein for ever

On one occasion it implies that if they were in doubt as to the advent of the Hereafter,
they would remember their
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(original creation and as to how Allah created them out of earth and sperm.(1

Elsewhere, it commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell his people that: He Who originally

created them will also recreate them in the Resurrection Day, and there is no room

(for any astonishment.(2

Therefore, the denial and refutation of resurrection means the negation of Allah’s
power, His Justice, as well as His Wisdom which implies profanity and paganism. Such

a person, who negates resurrection, will be involved with superstition and ignorance

as his entire outlook centers around worldly aims and is entangled with material

benefits and selfishness, and he will also be held in the chains of the Divine

.punishment in the Hereafter

****
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کََّبرَ  َ نّإِوَ مْهِمِْلظُ  یلَعَ  سِاَّنلِل  هٍرَفِْغمَ  وذَُـل  کََّبرَ  َّنإِوَ  تُـلاُثمَْلا  مُهِِلْبقَ  نِم  تْلـَخَ  دْقـَوَ  هِنَسـَحَْلا  لَْـبقَ  هَِـئ  -ِ یَّّسلاِـب کََنوُلجِْعتَسـْیَوَ  ﴾ 6﴿

بِاقَعِْلا دُیدشََل 

And they ask you to hasten on the evil (the chastisement) before the good while . “ 6
there have been exemplary punishments before them. And verily, your Lord is full of

forgiveness for people despite their injustice; and verily your Lord is strict in

.” retribution

Commentary: verse 6

The Arabic term /maθulāt/ is the plural form of /maθulah/ which denotes punishment

and penalty that man will be inflicted upon. Sometimes, enmity and obstinacy reaches

.the point where one is inclined to desire death and not to accept the truth

There are allusions made in the Glorious Qur’ān to the examples of such moods and

feelings. Among them one is that the pagans used to say: “O’ Allah! It this (Qur’ān) is
indeed the Truth from You, then storm us with stone from the sky, or bring us a

(painful punishment …”(1

Elsewhere, the Qur’ān says: “If We had sent down it to any of non-Arabs, and had he

(recited it to them, they would not have believed in it.”(2

Or the people of the Book would tell the pagans and idol worshippers: “… These are

better guided on
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the way than those who have believed (in Islam).”(1) While, the

people of the Book among the disbelievers are closer to Islam than the pagans. They

.were kept away from expressing the truth because of their obstinacy

In the meantime, the haste shown by some people in the descending of the Divine

:punishment then may be due to the following reasons

I- The ignorance and oblivion due to the history of the predecessors and the lack of

.belief in the Divine punishment and considering it as remote matter

II- Jealousy towards the possessions of others. As it is recorded in history, upon the

accession of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) to the Imamat, someone desired his own

death for he could not tolerate the event. This event has been mentioned and alluded

.to on the occasion of the revelation of Sura Al-Ma‘ārij, verse No. 1

.III- The feelings of being cut off, depressed, and reaching complete deadlock

.IV- Ridiculing and lack of acceptance, even at the expense of losing one’s life

Therefore, the verse indicates that: instead of asking for Allah’s blessings, they

:requested hastening of His punishment. The verse says

And they ask you to hasten on the evil (the chastisement) before the good while “ 
. …” there have been exemplary punishments before them

Do they think that Allah’s punishment is mere deception, despite the fact that there

were divine penalties which were sent down upon the previous rogue and unruly

nations the
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news of which have been recorded on the pages of history and in the heart of the

?earth

Then the verse adds implication that the Lord is forgiving towards the people though

they are committing cruelty, and,at the same time, He is capable of inflicting severe

:punishment as well. The verse says

And Verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for people despite their injustice; and “… 
.” verily your Lord is strict in retribution

****
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دٍاهَ مٍوْقَ    ِ لّکُِلوَ رٌذِنُم  تَنأَ  آمََّنإِ  ِ-هِ  بَّّر نِم  هٌیَاءَ  هِْیلَعَ  لَزِنُا  لآوَْل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُوقُیَوَ  ﴾ 7﴿

And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why has there not been sent down a sign to him . “ 7
from his Lord? (O’ Prophet!) You are only a Warner, and there is a guide for every

.” people

Commentary: verse 7

Ibn Abbas has been quoted to say that the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) putting his hand

on his chest, said: /’anal munŏir/ (I am the Warner), and then alluding to Ali-Ibn-Abi-
Tālib (a.s.), he said: “You are the guide, those who will be guided after me will be

(guided through you.”(1

Here, the holy verse deals with one of the criticisms of the obstinate pagans

concerning the prophecy, saying that Allah did not send the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with

:miracles or signs. The verse says

And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why has there not been sent down a sign to him from “ 
? …” his Lord

It goes without saying that one of the functions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is to present

miracles as documentation for his legitimacy and his actual interconnection with the

.Divine revelation

However, the opponents of the prophets have not always been entertaining sound

intentions. That is, they did not seek miracles for the sake of discovering the truth but,
to show their arrogance and disobedience against the Truth, every time they asked

.for an odd miracle
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So, when facing such individuals, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), without accepting their

desires, used to say that performing miracles is in Allah’s hands and it is by His

.commands that such things happen; then his duty was to guide and train people

Therefore, in response to these vain requests, the Qur’ān continues telling the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he is only a Warner and to provide people with instructions and

:guidance. The verse says

, …” O’ Prophet!) You are only a Warner “… )

In actual fact, the Qur’ān implies that these pagans have forgotten the primary

objective of the prophet which is the issue of admonition and calling of people

towards Allah. They have wrong thought that his primary function has been to

.perform miracles

It is interesting to note that the difference between the Qur’ānic terms /’inŏār/ and

/hidāyat/ is that, the former relates to the leading of the misled to the right path and

providing them with self-awareness, while the latter deals with guiding people and

.directing them forward after they have adjusted their way in the right direction

Therefore, in various quotations from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in the books of Shi‘ite and

Sunni people, it is quoted that he said: he provided admonitions and Ali was the leader,
.by whom the guided are guided

We have it in 26 traditions that, the objective meaning of /hād/ (guide) is the

.(. Immaculate Imams (a.s

****
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Section 2:Allah, the Almighty Creator of the Universe

Point

The Glory, the Might and All-Supreme Authority of Allah related – He knows

everything and every action be it hidden or open – His Might incomparable – His

Wrath irresistible – Everything in the heavens and in the earth willingly or unwillingly

.makes obedience to Him – The abode of the wicked shall be Hell

رٍادَْقمِِب هُدَنعِ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُوَ  دُادَزْتَ  امَوَ  مُاحَرْلاَا  ضُیغِتَ  امَوَ  یثَنُا  ُّلکُ  لُمِحْتَ  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  هَُّللا  ﴾ 8﴿

Allah knows what every female carries (in her womb) and what the wombs absorb . “ 8
.” and (that) in which they increase, and there is a measure with Him of everything

Commentary: verse 8

At first, the verse deals with Allah’s knowledge as to the carrying by female of

whatever it is pregnant with, whether it has got any womb like human beings or

animals, or it has got no wombs like in animate objects or plants. Later, allusion is

.made to the beings which have got wombs

The Arabic term /qayd/ means handling (of the sperm) into oneself or infiltration. That

is, Allah is aware of that ‘water’ which is absorbed by the womb and which undergoes

.alterations and growth

At any rate, one finds that the holy verse deals with the comprehensive knowledge of

Allah namely, His knowledge of the system of creation and of His subjects’ behavior

.and, finally, of everything
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At first, the Qur’ān implies that Allah is aware of what every female carries in her

womb. Not only does He know of the gender and sexuality of the foetus, but He also is
aware of all the characteristics, potentialities, interests, and his inherent potential

powers as well. And He also knows all the shortcomings of the wombs which they may

:throw away before the time is ripe. The verse says

Allah knows what every female carries (in her womb) and what the wombs absorb “ 
and (that) in which they

, …” increase

And everything has got its measures with Allah, so that one may not think that all

these extremes, whether less or more, are for no reason, as is the case with the parts

of the foetus and womb’s blood which are accountable by all means. The verse

:continues saying

.” and there is a measure with Him of everything “… 

****
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لِاعَتَمُْلا رُیِبکَْلا  هِدَاهََّشلاوَ  بِْیغَْلا  مُِلاعَ  ﴾ 9﴿

.” He knows the unseen and the seen, He is the Great, the Most High . “ 9

Commentary: verse 9

The seen and the unseen is an issue involved only in the finite man whose five senses

are even more limited than those of many animals. However, such a matter does not

sound meaningful for Allah Who is the Creator of the world of unseen and that of the

:seen. The verse says

.” He knows the unseen and the seen, He is the Great, the Most High “ 

:Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has declared on the first phrase of the above verse that

The unseen signifies what has not existed and /šahādat/ (seen) signifies what has

(. existed already. (Tafsīr-i-Burhān

In the meantime, Allah (s.w.t.) is superior in every aspect of perfection and is cleared

.of whatever default and defect there might be

****
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رِاهََّنلاِب بُرِاسَوَ  لِْیَّلاِب  فِخْتَسُْم  وَهُ  نْمَوَ  هِِب  رَهَجَ  نمَوَ  لَوْقَْلا  َّرسَأَ  نْمَ  مْکُْنِم  ءٌآوَسَ  ﴾ 10﴿

It is alike (for Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or speaks openly, and . “ 10
.whether he hides himself by night or he who exposes himself during day-time

Commentary: verse 10

This noble verse, which is apparently an explanation of and complementary to the

previous verse, is one of the many verses of the Qur’ān which refers to Allah’s
knowledge as to the small and big, open and hidden acts of man and even man’s
thought and intentions. If men believe in such knowledge by Allah, it can be the best

factor in one’s modesty and virtue and the greatest means for one’s education for it
.can encourage the righteous and warn the evildoers

It is interesting that, in this verse Allah has mentioned the fact of His knowledge unto

the secret speech and hidden acts done at night before referring to open words and

:the manifest activities in the day. The verse says

It is alike (for Him) whether any of you conceals his speech or speaks openly, and “ 
.whether he hides himself by night or he who exposes himself during day-time

The Arabic term /sārib/ is derived from /sarib/ which originally means ‘running water’
.though it also refers to the one who goes on with a job during the day

At any rate, Allah’s knowledge is identical with respect to all things, unlike our

knowledge and our awareness is relative with respect to the things, in some cases it is
.deeper while in other cases, it is less deep or at zero point in some cases
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دَارَأَ آذَإِوَ  مْهِسـِفُناَِب  امَ  اورُ  -ِ یّغَُی یَّتحَ  مٍوْقَِب  امَ  ِ-رُ  یّغَُی ـلا  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هَِّللا  رِْمأَ  نِْم  هَُنوظُفَحْیَ  هِفِْلخَ  نِْموَ  هِْیدَیـَ  نِْیَب  نِم  تٌاَـب  -ِ قّعَُم هَُل  ﴾ 11﴿

لٍاوَ نِم  هِِنودُ  نِم  مهَُل  امَوَ  هَُل  َّدرَمَ  لافَ  اًءوسُ  مٍوْقَِب  هَُّللا 

There are (angels) in succession, before him and behind him, who protect him by . “ 11
Allah’s command. Verily, Allah does not change the condition of a people until they

change their own condition. And if Allah intends evil upon a people, there is no turning

.” it back; and they have, apart from Him, no protector

Commentary: verse 11

Point

The Qur’ānic term /mu‘aqqibāt/ is the Arabic plural form of /mu‘aqqibah/ and the

ending letter ‘t’, included in it, does not allude to its grammatical gender as feminine,
rather, it implies exaggeration like the Arabic word /‘allamah/. Therefore, the subject

of the term /yahfazunahu/ is masculine. Certainly, the purpose in the Qur’ānic term

/mu‘aqqibāt/ is not to be considered as chasing and hunting man so as to be regarded

as incompatible with the phrase /bayna yadayh/ (before him and behind him). On the

contrary, it refers to succession and consecutive arrival of the angels during, day and

.night

The Qur’ānic phrase /’amrullah/, mentioned in this verse, does not imply the penalty

and punishment of Allah, for it does not make any sense to say that the angels protect

man from Divine punishment, but it implies that they protect man from dangers and

natural accidents; since the nature has been
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.created by Allah and whatever goes on in it, is done in accordance with His will

Many verses of the Qur’ān and Islamic traditions indicate that there are angels that

guard and protect human beings from dangers and calamities and record their deeds.
They protect them from those dangers which are not seriously ordained under the

Will of Allah. Based upon the Islamic narrations in conformity with the Will of Allah, on

various occasions, the protecting angels are allowed to abandon their role and allow

some harm to come to man in accordance with Divine wisdom. Certainly, according to

the inferences from quotations, as soon as the decisive Will of Allah arrives, the

protecting angels abandon their protection mission and leave man to his doom and

.death which is certain to happen

Thus there are two sides to Allah’s commandments: those that are certain to happen

and those that are not certain. The angels only save man from those accidents which

are not certain to occur. It goes without saying that such a protection in fact does not

relieve man of his duties and freedom of choice. The destinies of individuals and

.nations are always in their own hands

The protection of angels is not confined to that of the lives of men but it also involves

their acts as well as their faith and thought against deviations and satanic temptations

.as the Qur’ānic term /yahfazūnahū/ includes both the soul and the body

Imam Sajjād (a.s.), alluding to this verse, said: The sins which alter blessings consist

of: Oppressing the people, ingratitude of Allah, abandoning of the good deeds which

(one is used to do. (Nur-uth-Thaqalayn

This holy verse deals with human societies and not with individuals one by one. That

is, a decent righteous society is
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covered by Allah’s blessings, and a deviant one will get entangled with the Divine

punishment. However, this formula does not adapt to the case of a righteous

individual and an indecent one, for one may be righteous though he may, for divine

trial or experimental purposes, get involved with difficulties; or one may be viscous

.though he may be momentarily left to himself for the respite given to him by Allah

Any way, we read in the foregoing verse that because of the fact that ‘He knows the

Unseen and the Seen’, Allah is aware of the visible as well as the invisible nature of

.men and is Omnipresent and Omnipotent

The Qur’ān adds in this verse that in addition to this, Allah is also the Protector and

Guardian of His servants. There are agents commissioned for men to oversee things

:around man consecutively and to protect him from evil events. The verse says

There are (angels) in succession, before him and behind him, who protect him by “ 
. …” Allah’s command

However, to enable one not to mix every thing that such a protection and

guardianship is unconditional and one can throw oneself down the pit and get

involved in random acts or commit every kind of sin which merits Divine penalties, still

:expecting Allah’s angels to protect him, the Qur’ān adds

Verily, Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change their own “… 
. …” condition

To avoid any misunderstandings as to the meaningfulness of Divine punishments

despite the existence of Divine agents whose mission is to protect man, the Qur’ān

adds at the end of the verse that once Allah determines to inflict penalties on a nation

or a population there is no reversal or defense for that
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:nation, which will have no protector except Allah. The verse continues saying

And if Allah intends evil upon a people, there is no turning it back; and they have, “… 
.” apart from Him, no protector

It is for this reason that once Allah’s decree is issued as to the punishment or

annihilation of a nation, the guardians and the protectors distance themselves,
.submitting man to his doom

.The Alterations Must Have Their Onset in Ourselves

The Qur’ānic sentence: “…Verily, Allah does not change the condition of a people until

they change any alterations in the mood of any their own condition …” which has been

mentioned throughout the Qur’ān on two occasions with a slight difference, reflects a
.general and universal law

This Qur’ānic principle, which explains one of the most important social programs of

Islam, informs us that whatever external changes which occur rest on the internal

changes of nations and tribes, and whatever victory or defeat is inflicted upon a

nation usually has its origin in this principle. Therefore, those who seek external

factors for their self-acquittal are indeed mistaken, for if such infernal powers have

.not got any basis within a society, they are left crippled

This Qur’ānic principle implies that in order to put an end to all misfortunes and

miseries, one must turn to a revolution from within, a revolution in thinking and in

culture, a revolution in faith and in ethics. In cases of miseries and deadlocks, one

must immediately turn to the discovery of weak points in oneself and clear one’s soul

and self from them by reconstructing himself with repentance and returning to
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Allah in order to wash his soul and self and to have a rebirth and a renaissance and

.convert one’s defeats and frustrations into success

Thereby, we all know that Allah’s Will stands as superior to all wills, and His protection

extends as far as man does not spoil His blessings. Otherwise, one would be deprived

.of the Divine favour and would be left to him

****
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لَاقَ -ِ ثّلا بَاحََّسلا  ئُشِنُیوَ  اًعمَطَوَ  اًفوْخَ  قَرْبَْلا  مُکُیرُِی  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  ﴾ 12﴿

It is He Who shows you the lightning for fear and hope and produces heavy . “ 12
.” clouds

Commentary: verse 12

The blissful Qur’ān once again here deals with the monotheistic verses and the signs

.of Allah’s magnitude and glory as well as the secrets of creation

At first, it alludes to the lightning which emerges from within the pieces of clouds, and

implies that it is Allah Who offers you the lightning which is a source of fear as well as

:of greed. The verse says

…” It is He Who shows you the lightning for fear and hope “ 

On the one hand, its shining rays astound one’s eyes and generate and incite terror in
.him

On the other hand, as it is usually accompanied by raining which offers the thirsty

desert pure water, and waters the trees and fields, it creates hope and incites greed

.in man, between which, he passes sensitive moments

Then the Qur’ān declares that it is He Who creates heavy clouds which are fully-
:loaded and which are capable of watering thirsty lands. The verse continues saying

.” and produces heavy clouds “… 

The main thing to remember is that although natural causes pave the way for the

emergence of thunder and lightning, nevertheless, the true source and origin of all

these factors is Allah. The discovery of the laws of physics and chemistry of the nature

must not diminish in any way our faith in Allah, for the nature and its laws are

.themselves created by Allah
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- مِْلا دُیدِشَ  وَهُوَ  هَِّللا  یِف  نَوُلدِاجَُی  مْهُوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  اهَِب  بُیصـُِیفَ  قَعِاوََّصلا  لُسِرُْیوَ  هِِتفَیخِ  نِْم  هُکَِئلآَمَْلاوَ  هِدِمْحَِب  دُعَّْرلا  ِ-حُ  بّسَُیوَ ﴾ 13﴿

لِاحَ

And The thunder glorifies Him with His praise, and the angels, too, in awe of Him; . “ 13
and He sends the thunderbolts so as to smite with them whomever He pleases, while

.” they dispute about Allah, and He is mighty in wrath

Commentary: verse 13

This noble verse deals with the thunderbolt which is never separable from lightning.
:The verse says

, …” And The thunder glorifies Him with His praise “ 

Certainly, this vibrating echoing sound of the world of nature, which is coupled with

the lightning phenomenon, both act towards one goal which is the glorification of

Allah. In other words, the thunder is a vocal expression of lightning, which reveals the

.nature of the system of creation and the magnitude of the Creator

Not only the sound of the thunder and other particles of the material world glorify and

thank Him, but all the angels are also busy thanking praising Him because of their awe

:and fear. The verse continues saying

; …” and the angels, too, in awe of Him “… 

The divine angels are frightened that they might have had shortcomings and failures

as to the execution of their duties and responsibilities assigned to them by Allah in the

system of existence, thus facing Divine punishment. We know well that the duties and

responsibilities have always been awe–inspiring
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and frightening for those who feel responsible, that kind of constructive fear which

.derives and directs them to action

In order to give a further explanation concerning thunder and lightning, the Qur’ān

:alludes to thunderbolts, where it declares

, …” and He sends the thunderbolts so as to smite with them whomever He pleases “… 

Despite all these and in spite of observing all signs of Allah’s magnitude, comparing

them to the inferiority of man with respect to catastrophes, even in the case of a

celestial spark, there are some ignorant groups who go on disputing about Allah. The

:verse says

, …” while they dispute about Allah “… 

They dispute while Allah’s powers know no limits and His punishment would be painful

:and He punishes severely. The verse concludes

.” and He is mighty in wrath “… 

:Explanations

In the Qur’ānic literature, the totality of existence is ever engaged in praising the

glory of Allah; that kind of praising which is based on knowledge and cognition and

free will. What is interesting in this respect is that the Qur’ān explains this subject in
such a way that it attracts the attention of all, and obliterates all matters which give

:rise to disbelief and loss of faith, among which one may point to the following

The application of such noble words as /sabbaha/ or /yusabbihu/ which explicitly - 1
.express the meaning of praise and glorification

.The repetition of this subject in the various Suras of the Qur’ān - 2
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The raising of the issue of the glorification of Allah by all beings at the beginning of - 1
/. the Sura, and immediately after the holy phrase /bismillāh

The use of such words as the humility of the entire domain of existence “… all are - 2
obedient to him”(1). The prostration of the stars and the plants “And the herbs and the

trees do adore (Him).”(2) The obedience of the skies and the earth “… they both said:
‘We come willingly.”(3) The awareness that all beings are in a state of prayer and

(gratitude: “… He knows the prayer of each and its glorification, …”(4

Addressing of man as to his lack of understanding of the expression of gratitude of - 3
(other beings “… but you do not understand their glorification, …”(5

The Arabic term /mihāl/ is derived from /hīlah/ which means every kind of hidden and

covert way of seeking a remedy, and since this process is interconnected with and

interdependent on knowledge and power, therefore, commentators have interpreted

’. the Qur’ānic holy phrase /šadīdulmihal/ as ‘mighty in power and punishment

In some Qur’ānic verses, the acts of gratitude to Allah and glorifying Him have been

mentioned with together: “The thunder glorifies Him with His praise, …”(6) “ and there

(is not a single thing but glorifies Him with His praise, …”(7
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It is just like the bowing and prostration within which we say “Glorified is my Lord, the

”. Exalted, and with His praise” “Glorified is my Lord, the greatest, and with His praise

It has been recorded in various Sunni traditions that the sublime Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
used to interrupt his speech and start praying as soon as he heard the sound of

thunderbolts and he would encourage others to do the same. (Durr-ul-Manthūr, the

(Commentary

Thunderbolts and being thunder-stricken is not an accidental matter. On the - 1
contrary, it is in accordance with Allah’s will and the laws of the Divine nature.
Thunderbolts are the Divine punishment which are inflicted on the sinful nations like

the people of Thamūd: “… So there seized them the thunderbolt of a disgracing

(chastisement for what they used to earn.” (Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 71

****
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ءُآعَدُ امَوَ  هِغِِلابَِب  وَهُ  امَوَ  هُافَ  غَُلْبیَِل  ءِآمَْلا  یَلإِ  هِْیَّفکَ  طِسِابَکَ  َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَِب  مهَُل  نَوُبیجِتَسـْیَ  هِِنودُ لاَ  نِم  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ    ِ قّحَْلا هُوَعْدَ  هَُل  ﴾ 14﴿

لٍلاَضَ یِف  َّلاإِ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا 

To Him (alone) is the call of Truth; and those to whom they call, besides Him, will . “ 14
answer them nothing, but like one who stretches his two hands towards the water so

that it may reach his mouth, while it does not reach it. And the prayer of disbelievers is
”only in error

Commentary: verse 14

This holy verse refers to two points. The first is that: Allah’s call belongs to Him alone.
That is, He will accept us whenever we call Him. He is both well aware of the prayers

:of His servants and He also has the authority to fulfill their wishes. The verse says

; …” To Him (alone) is the call of Truth “ 

Another point raised here is that calling the idols and requesting them is absurd and

erroneous, for those whom the pagans call, other than Allah, and seek refuge in them

for fulfilling their wishes, their call and their prayers will be left unanswered. The verse

:continues saying

, …” and those to whom they call, besides Him, will answer them nothing “… 

Then, as it is the case with the Qur’ānic method, in order to visualize this rational

subject, including the feeling of beauty and explicitness, the Qur’ān brings a sensible

and expressive similitude by declaring that: Those who call on other than Allah are like

the ones who stretch their hand-palms towards
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water so as to fetch water and take it to their mouth, but such a thing will never

:happen. The verse says

but like one who stretches his two hands towards the water so that it may reach “… 
. …” his mouth, while it does not reach it

Can one sit next to a well and stretch his hands and send it to his mouth instantly and

just by pointing to it? Can one expect such a thing to happen by any other one than he

?who is foolish or lunatic

To stress the issue further, the Qur’ān at the end of the verse indicates that: the

prayers of the pagans from their idols is nothing more than taking steps in the dark,
:and being misled. The verse says

”And the prayer of disbelievers is only in error “… 

What a course of being misled can be worse than that man does his utmost to go

!astray which may lead him nowhere

:Explanations

Calling on people to worship the sole Allah and alienating oneself from the attention - 1
of others, and regarding Him as the only effective factor has been frequently referred

to in the Qur’ān, among which one may name the followings: “ I answer the prayer of

(every supplicant when he calls on Me, …” (Sura Al-Baqqarah, No. 2, verse 186

However, if he goes to others and calls on them for the fulfillment of his needs, he

must beware that they do not hear and if they hear, they will not accept. The Qur’ān

says: “If you call on them they will not listen to your call, and even if they were to

(listen, they cannot answer you …” (Sura Fāter, No. 35, verse 14
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The confined man naturally requires a safe haven in the adventurous life of the - 1
world. The divine prophets introduce Allah as the safe haven: “To Him (alone) is the

call of Truth …”. However, other people’s help, such as the despots, are either for

fooling him or for his exploitation or propagation and for their own protection of

.positions, etc. What is not worth consideration to them, is the ‘man’ himself

Man is inherently truth seeking and thirsty for the Truth but he often loses his way - 2
to obtain it. Except for his faith in Allah and love of Him and that his prayers be

directed to Him, nothing else will quench the thirst of man who infinitely aspires. “… so

that it may reach his mouth, while it does not reach it…” For, anything inferior to Allah

.is a mirage and calling on others is of no avail

Therefore, he who sincerely calls Allah will return not empty-handed. Returning

.empty-handed is because of focusing towards other than Him

****
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لِاصَلأَاوَ   ِ وّدُغُْلاِب مهُُللاَظِوَ  اًهرْکَوَ  اًعوْطَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  نمَ  دُجُسْیَ  هَِّلِلوَ  ﴾ 15﴿

And whoever is in the skies and on the earth prostrates for Allah willingly or . “ 15
.” unwillingly, and (so do) their shadows in the mornings and the evenings

Commentary: verse 15

In order to explain how the idol-worshippers have become separated from the

mainstream of the world of existence and have been led stray one by one, this verse

proclaims that all those who are in the heavens and on the earth willingly or

reluctantly obey and submit themselves and prostrate before Allah every morning

:and evening. The verse says

And whoever is in the skies and on the earth prostrates for Allah willingly or “ 
.” unwillingly, and (so do) their shadows in the mornings and the evenings

What is the objective of prostration by the beings? In such cases, prostration signifies

utmost modesty, humbleness, and submission. Nevertheless, the humility and

prostration of some groups of creatures is done in the genetic form. That is, they are

only submissive in face of the laws of the world of existence and creation. However,
some others do have religious prostration in addition to the genetic prostration, which

.means that they prostrate before Allah willingly and with their own free will

The Arabic expression: /tau‘an wa karhan/ (willingly and unwillingly) might point out to

the fact that the believers willingly prostrate before Allah and exhibit their modesty,
while the unbelievers, who are not ready to perform such a
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ritual, all the particles of their entity are submissive to Allah’s commandments in

.accordance with the laws of creation, whether they want it or not

:Explanations

Perhaps the objective in mind as regards the prostration of the shadows is their - 1
manner in which they are being cast on the floor, which implies that the entire

universe is obedient to and prostrates before Allah, and that this mode of existential

.prostration of all beings is a continuous process

The Arabic term /’āsāl/ is the plural form of /’usul/, which itself is the plural of /’asīl/, - 2
’. and is derived from /’asl/ which means ‘the end of the day

****
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يوِتَسـْیَ لْهَ  لُْق  اًرّضـَ  لاَو  اًعْفَن  مهِسـُِف  - نْلأَ نَوکُِلمْیَ  ءَآیَِلوْأَ لاَ  هِِنودُ  نِم  مُتذْخـََّتافَأَ  لُْق  هَُّللا  لُِق  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  ُّبَّر  نمَ  لُْـق  ﴾ 16﴿

ءٍیْشـَ   ِ لّکُ قُِلاخَ  هَُّللا  لُِق  مهِْیلَعَ  قُْلخَْلا  هََباشَتَفَ  هِقِْلخَکَ  اوقُلَخَ  ءَآکَرَشـُ  هَِّلِل  اوُلعَجَ  مْأَ  رُوُّنلاوَ  تُامَُلُّظلا  يوِتَسـْتَ  لْهـَ  مْأَ  رُیصـِبَْلاوَ  یمَعْـَلاا 
رُاَّهقَْلا دُحِاوَْلا  وَهُوَ 

Say: ‘Who is the Lord of the heavens and the earth?’ Say: ‘Allah’. (Then) say: ‘Why . “ 16
is it that you have taken guardians other than Him who own no profit and loss for

themselves?’ Say: ‘Are the blind and the eyed equal? Or are the darknesses and light

identical? Or have they set up partners for Allah who have created (something) like

:His creation, so that creation is all alike to them?’ Say

,Allah is the Creator of everything, and He is the One‘

’.” the All-Dominant

Commentary: verse 16

As there were numerous discussions as to the cognition of Allah’s Existence in the

previous holy verses, the Qur’ān has devoted the discussion in this verse to the

mistakes of the pagans and the worshippers of the idols. It follows this discussion on

.several fronts

At first, the Qur’ān addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and tells him to ask them about

:the creator and administrator of the heavens and the earth. It declares

?’ …” Say: ‘Who is the Lord of the heavens and the earth “ 

Then, before that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) waits for any answer from them, it

immediately issues the decree to him
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:p.b.u.h.) that he provides the best answer to this query, proclaiming that)

’. …” Say: ‘Allah “… 

Then blaming them and reproaching them with this sentence the Qur’ān issues

another query for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to ask them, saying whether they have

designated any one other than Allah as their worshipping center and their supporting

person, without considering the fact that these idols can be of no profit or loss even

:for themselves. The verse says

Then) say: ‘Why is it that you have taken guardians other than Him who own no “… )
?’ …” profit and loss for themselves

Then, by providing two explicit and clear examples, the Qur’ān differentiates between

:the position of the individuals who are ‘monotheist’ and that of ‘pagans’, stating

? …” Say: ‘Are the blind and the eyed equal “… 

As the blind and the eyed people are not similar, therefore, the pagan and the faithful

are not alike either, and one cannot designate the position of the idols alongside Allah.
:The other point the verse remarks is that

? …” Or are the darknesses and light identical “… 

How would it be possible to align the idols, which are utter darkness, alongside Allah

?(s.w.t.) Who is the absolute light of existence

Then, the Qur’ān stresses further the rejection of the ideas of the pagans, asking

whether they have aligned counterparts for Allah for the sake that they are engaged

in the process of creation like Allah, and hence, such a creation has brought about for

:them a state of confusion. The verse says

Or have they set up partners for Allah who have created (something) like His “… 
?’ …” creation, so that creation is all alike to them
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However, even the idol worshippers are not of the same opinion about idols. They,
too, regard Allah as the Creator of everything and consider the world of creation as a

.whole package in His Authority

:Therefore, the verse instantly adds

’.” Say: ‘Allah is the Creator of everything, and He is the One, the All-Dominant “… 

One can infer from the above verse that the process of creation is a continuous

matter and Allah (s.w.t.) is continuously shedding rays of existence, in which case,
.every being is benefiting existence from His Pure Essence from moment to moment

Therefore, the process of creation and administration of the world of existence are

.both in His Own Power, just like the onset of creation

:Explanations

Discussing issues in the form of ‘question-and-answer’ is one of the methods of - 1
propagation, and dissemination of information, and is an educational means, which

has been notably used by the Qur’ān. “Say: ‘Who is the Lord of heavens and the

?’…” earth

Some pagans only accepted the creative nature of Allah and considered others as - 2
administrators. Therefore, in Sura ‘Ankabūt, No. 29, verse 61, the Qur’ān proclaims:
“And if you ask them (these pagans) who created the heavens and the earth and

made the sun and the moon subservient, they will certainly say ‘Allah’. …” Then how is
it that they hasten to paganism, ‘Deism’, and ignorance after making such a

?confession
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Paganism in all its forms, according to some Islamic quotations, is more hidden and - 3
covert than the movement of an ant over a dark stone by night. An example of this is
that one might say that this task was done under Allah’s blessings and with the help of

.such a person

****
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هُُلْثِم دٌَبزَ  عٍاتَمَ  وْأَ  هٍیَْلحِ  ءَآغَِتْبا  رِاَّنلا  یِف  هِْیلَعَ  نَودُِقوُی  امِّموَ  اًیِبارَ  اًدَبزَ  لُْیَّسلا  لَمَتَحْافَ  اهَرِدَقـَِب  هُیَدِوْأَ  تَْلاسَفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  لَزَنأَ  ﴾ 17﴿

لَاثَْملأَا هَُّللا  بُرِضْیَ  کَِلذَکَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  ثُکُمْیَفَ  سَاَّنلا  عُفَنیَ  امَ  اَّمأَوَ  ءًآفَجُ  بُهَذْیَفَ  دَُبَّزلا  اَّماَفَ  لَطِابَْلاوَ  َّقحَْلا  هَُّللا  بُرِضْیَ  کَِلذَکَ 

He sent down water from the sky, then rivers flew according to their capacity and . “ 17
the floodwater carried along a swelling foam, and from metals, which they melt with

fire so as to make an ornament or goods, arises a foam similar to it. Thus does Allah

illustrate the Truth and falsehood; then as for the foam passes away as a worthless

thing, and what is beneficial for people remains on the earth. Thus Allah sets forth the

.” parables

Commentary: verse 17

As the method of the Qur’ān relies heavily on objective issues as an educational book,
in order to explain the complicated concepts, it points to the tangible examples which

are interesting and beautiful in everyday life of the people. It explains an explicit

example for visualization of the facts referred to in the previous verses regarding

monotheism, paganism, faith and blasphemy, the truth and the untruth. At first the

:Qur’ān says

, …” He sent down water from the sky “ 

It is the kind of water which is life-giving and creating, and it is also the source of

development and movement. There are floodwaters which flow from every valley and

,every river
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:measured according to their capacity. The holy verse continues saying

 …” then rivers flew according to their capacity “… 

Small streams join one another, stream-lining into canals that join together to form

huge torrents which flow down the mountains. Waters piling up carry whatever stand

in their way, which strike over them. At this moment, foams emerge from between

:the layers of the wares. As the Qur’ān says

, …” and the floodwater carried along a swelling foam “… 

The emergence of the foams is not confined to the coming of rain. There arises a

foam out of what is being melted in the furnaces for obtaining jewelry or home

appliances, upon which they light fire to melt, so there are also foams appearing

:which are like the ones on water surface. The Qur’ān says

and from metals, which they melt with fire so as to make an ornament or goods, “… 
. …” arises a foam similar to it

After giving this example, the Holy Qur’ān concludes by pointing out that Allah

provides you with an example in this manner for the truth and the untruth. The verse

:says

; …” Thus does Allah illustrate the Truth and falsehood “…

Afterwards, discussing it in detail, it declares, however, the seeming high foams,
which are void in the process of flow of water, go away and the water, which is useful

:for people, stays on the earth. The verse says

then as for the foam passes away as a worthless thing, and what is beneficial for “… 
. …” people remains on the earth

The truth is also always useful, just like pure water which is the source of life.
However, the wrong and the untruth is useless and absurd, while the truth must

’. always be flourishing and alive so as to expel the ‘untruth
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At the end of the verse, to stress further the point and to call all to study in depth and

in a more exact way over this example, as well as other examples of the Qur’ān, it

:says

.” Thus Allah sets forth the parables “… 

Examples usually universalize cases. There are many scientific discussions which are

only understandable for a selected few persons and the masses of people do not

benefit from them very much. However, once they are accompanied with examples,
they tend to become better understandable for the people of all echelons and all

.levels of knowledge

Therefore, examples are best as a means of generalization of knowledge and culture,
.and they have some undeniable and numerous applications

There are two examples introducing the falsehood in this verse. One is the foam

which appears on the surface of water. The second is the foam which covers metals

.once they are in the melting pot

:The falsehood is like the foam for - 1

.It is transient - 1

.It appears as the shadow of the truth and under it - 2

.It covers up the truth - 3

It has got looks but is worthless. It does neither quench the thirst of anyone, nor - 4
.does any plant grow as a result of it

.It disappears once the conditions are normal - 5

.It places itself on top though it is void and without any substance - 6

:Illustration - 2

Illustration makes rational problems tangible and paves the way for arriving at the

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4696 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


objectives. It universalizes all subjects and tends to silence the obstinate. Therefore,
the Qur’ān has utilized this method
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.extensively. Allah has provided three examples in this verse

First, He has exemplified the revelation of the Qur’ān to the water which is descended

from the sky. He has also compared the hearts of the people to the oases which

attract the water to themselves according to their own capacity. Those who make

their utmost effort to understand the Qur’ān will reap great rewards, like rivers and

oases which are big; and those who are content with the Qur’ān and make less effort

in understanding its facts will reap less and take less advantages just like smaller

.oases and streams which obtain less shares

Later, Allah compares the satanically whims and temptations to foam which appears

on water surface. It goes without saying that the main cause of the foam is not water

itself, but it is the land which does not have good soil. Also, skepticisms and doubts as

well as selfish whims do not have their origin in the truth, but they have their source in
the people’s selves. Allah, the Almighty, proclaims that as foam does not last long and

what remains of it is pure and soft water, satanical whims will ultimately disappear

.and vanish while the real face of the truth reveals itself and remains forever

The third example is that He (s.w.t.) has compared paganism to those nasty materials

which are dark in colour and exemplified as such which melt while they are placed on

metals and the simile goes on in the case of faith which is exemplified to a melted

.piece of metal which is pure

.And thus end the proverbs of the Qur’ān here which are so instructive
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مْهَُل کَِئَلوُْا  هِِب  اوْدَتَْفلاَ  هُعَمَ  هُلَْثِموَ  اًعیمِجَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  اَّم  مهَُل  َّنأَ  وَْل  هَُل  اوُبیجِتَسـْیَ  مَْل  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ینَسـْحُْلا  مُه  -ِ بّرَِل اوُباجَتَسـْا  نَیذَِّلِل  ﴾ 18﴿

دُاهَمِْلا سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوَأْمَوَ  بِاسَحِْلا  ءُوسُ 

For those (people) who accepted their Lord, it is the best (reward). But those who . “ 18
did not accept Him, even if they were to have all that is on the earth and the like of it,
they would certainly offer it as ransom. It is they for whom the reckoning will be

!” terrible and their abode will be Hell and what an awful place it is

Commentary: verse 18

One can infer from the Holy Qur’ān that there are several accounts kept for people on

.the Day of Judgment

(Some have an easy account. “… by an easy reckoning” (Al-’Inshiqāq, No. 84, verse 8 - 1

Some have their account inspected audited and settled in a hard and an exact way. - 2
(“… a severe account …” (At-Talāq, No. 65, verse 8

Some go to hell and there is no need for any settlement by court or trials. “… and on - 3
(the Day of Resurrection We assign no weight for them.” (Al-Kahf, No. 18, verse 105

Some go to the Paradise without having to settle any accounts. “… only the patient - 4
(will be paid back their reward in full without measure.” (Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 16

According to the Islamic quotations and traditions, those who are forgiving and

merciful towards people and treat them
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with favor, will have an easy time as far as their account is concerned; and those who

are hard on others, their account will be hard to settle. The unbelievers will go to Hell

with no account, and those believers who are patient will go to Paradise without any

.worries for their settlement of account

As the Qur’ān confirms, acceptance is mutual. That is, if the people expect Allah to

accept their call, they must also accept Allah’s call. “… Answer Allah and the

Messenger when he invites you to that which gives you life, …” (Al-’Anfāl, No. 8, verse

(24

:A discussion about the call

:The issue of the invitation can be dealt with from different dimensions

:Those Who Invite to the Truth - 1

A: Prophets: “Say: ‘… I call to Allah, …” Allah commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell the

people that his way of life and that of his followers is this which leads and directs

people towards Allah with insight. (Sura Yūsuf, No. 12, verse 108) “Remember when

you were climbing (the hillside) and you paid no heed to any one, while the Messenger

was calling you from your rear, …” (Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 153) “And as one

inviting to Allah by His leave, and as a light-giving torch.” (Sura Al-Ahzāb, No. 33, verse

46) Meaning that you call on people directing them towards Allah with His permission,
.thus becoming the burning torch of the world

B: The Believers: “And there should be a party among you who invite (others) to good

,…” (’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 104) This means that from among you Muslims
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those who are more knowledgeable and more virtuous must lead the people towards

.the good and righteousness

C: Jinn: “O’ our people accept the caller of Allah (just as we did)…” (Sura Al-’Ahqāf, No.
(46, verse 31

:The Callers to Falsehood

I- Pioneers of paganism: “And We made them the pioneers (who) call to the Fire, …”
((Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 41

II- The Satan: “… the Satan calls them to the chastisement…” That is: would they still

follow the Satan’s lead to hell regardless of the fact that he has called their fathers to

Hell? (Sura Luqmān, No. 31, verse 21); and: “I did not have any authority over you,
(except that I called you and you responded me, …” (Sura ’Ibrāhīm, No. 14, verse 22

III-The Unbelievers: “… those invite to the Fire …” That is the pagans call you to hell

(fire by way of ignorance and darkness. (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 221

:The Subject of Invitation - 2

I- Life: “…he invites you to that which gives you life,…” This verse means that Allah

and your prophet call you to accept the faith so as to enable you to reach an eternal

(life. (Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8, verse 24

II- The Straight path: “And certainly you invite them to a straight path.” (Sura Al-
(Mu’minūn, No. 23, verse 73

III- Forgiveness: “… Allah invites to Paradise and forgiveness …” (Sura Al-Baqarah,
(No. 2, verse 221

IV- The Paradise: “And Allah does call mankind to the Abode of Peace…” (Sura Yūnus,
(No. 10, verse 25
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(I- Salvation: “I call you to the salvation …” (Sura Al-Ghāfir, No. 40, verse 41

:Confronting the Dissidents - 3

I- Accusation: Sorcerer: “… Verily this indeed is a knowing sorcerer.” (Sura ’A‘rāf, No. 7,
(verse 109

A poet: “… nay! he is a poet …” (Sura Al-’Anbiyā’, No. 21, verse 5) Soothsayer: “… for by

the grace of your Lord, you are not a soothsayer…” In this verse the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
is commanded to mention unto people that he speaks while he is blessed by

revelation and prophecy from his Lord and there is no question of lunacy existing in
(him. (Sura At-Tūr, No. 52, verse 29

(Crazy: “… And they say: “Verily he is crazy.” (Sura Al-Qalam, No. 68, verse 51

Liar: “… verily we do think you to be of the liars.” We guess you are from among the

(liars. (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 66

Oppressor: “… who desires that he may have superiority over you, …” This verse is

about the people of Noah who, answering him, said to others that this person wants

(to achieve supremacy over you. (Sura Al-Mu’minūn, No. 23, verse 24

(II- Threat: “… we would certainly stone you …” (Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 21

Slaying: “… And (remember) when those who disbelieved plotted against you to take

(you captive, or to kill you, …” (Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8, verse 30

III- Humiliation: “… Is this he who speaks of your gods? …” (Sura Al-’Anbiyā’, No. 21,
(verse 36

IV- Skepticism: Leaders and chieftains of the people of Sālih, ridiculing the poor who

:became believers, said
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(Do you believe that Sālih is sent by his Lord? …” (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 75“

V- Conspiracy and war: “And (remember) when those who disbelieved plotted against

you to take you captive, or to kill you, or to expel you …” (Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8, verse

(30

:The Motives and Factors for lack of acceptance - 4

I- Imitation

II- Fanaticism

III- Arrogance

IV- Sensual desire: “But if they do not answer you, then know that they only follow

(their low desires,…” (Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 50

:The Reward for Acceptance  - 5

I- Reward: “Then, as for those who believe and do righteous deeds, He will pay them

their rewards fully and will bestow them out of His Grace, …” (Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4,
(verse 173

II- Life: “O’ you who have Faith! Answer Allah and the Messenger when he invites you

(to that which gives you life, …” (Sura Al-Anfāl, No. 8, verse 24

III- Happiness: “For those who respond to their Lord is the best (reward). …” (Sura Ar-
(Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 18

Any way, after depicting the profile of the ‘truth’ and the ‘untruth’ through an

expressive example mentioned in the previous verse, here the Qur’ān alludes to the

fate of those who have accepted Allah’s call and at the same time, it refers to the

:destiny of the ones who rejected the truth and turned to vices. At first, it says

(. …” For those people who accepted their Lord, it is the best (reward “ 
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Then the Qur’ān further adds that as for those who do not accept this call of Allah

(s.w.t.), their destiny is so wicked and relentless that even if they were in full

possession of all of what is found on the earth or the like of it, they would be ready to

dispense with them all so as to attain salvation. However, all this would not be

:accepted from them. The verse says

But those who did not accept Him, even if they were to have all that is on the earth “… 
. …” and the like of it, they would certainly offer it as ransom

To portray the grievousness of their punishment, there would be no interpretation

more explicit than the one which assumes that supposedly one owns all of what is on

the earth, rather doubling that amount, and dispenses all just to be relieved and

.receive salvation, yet it is of no vail

This sentence refers, in fact, to one’s ultimate desire that he wants to be the

proprietor of all that exists on the earth. However, the intensity of the punishment of

the oppressors and dissidents of the Allah’s call is so much so that they are ready to

.sacrifice this ultimate worldly desire, and beyond it, and become relieved

Following this catastrophe, abstention from accepting all that is on the earth for one’s
salvation, is an allusion made to their other misfortune which implies that they have

got a hard and an awful account to settle, and ultimately, they will be located in the

:fire of the inferno. The verse says

It is they for whom the reckoning will be terrible and their abode will be Hell and “… 
!” what an awful place it is

****
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Section 3:The Faithful and the Unfaithful Compared

Point

The faithful to their covenant and those who break it, can never be equal – Those who

spend benevolently in the way of Allah shall have the abode of perpetual bliss – Allah

it is Who amplifies and straitens the sustenance of His creatures – The life of this

.world is nothing but a vain comfort

بِابَْللاَا اوُلوُا  رَُّکذَتَیَ  امََّنإِ  یمَعْأَ  وَهُ  نْمَکَ  ُّقحَْلا  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِنُا  آمََّنأَ  مُلَْعیَ  نمَفَأَ  ﴾ 19﴿

Is he who knows that what is revealed to you from your Lord is the Truth, like the . “ 19
,” one who is blind? Indeed, only the possessors of intellects take admonition

Commentary: verse 19

:The Possessors of Intellect

We have picture and profile of the details of the programs of the proponents of the

truth depicted in this verse which supplements the discussion of the previous verses.
In the first instance, He poses the issue in a positive interrogation with negative

:sense, saying

Is he who knows that what is revealed to you from your Lord is the Truth, like the “ 
? …” one who is blind

This type of interpretation is a delicate reference to the fact that the lack of

knowledge of this reality is utterly impossible unless one’s deep insight has been

.entirely blocked

:Therefore, the Qur’ān, towards the end of the verse adds

,” Indeed, only the possessors of intellects take admonition “… 
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Anyway, we have allusions made to those who have accepted the life-giving call of

the prophets (a.s.) in the previous verse, while the impact of the acceptance of that

call is being stated in this verse and in the following verses. Everyone of: human

nature, reason, and knowledge has got a core in one’s brain which may be dismantled

as a result of habits, customs, superstitions, and instincts. Therefore, man must be

(constantly concentrating on that central nucleus and core. (Tafsīr-ul-Furqān

:The Wise in the Qur’ān

The Arabic term /’ulul-’albāb/ has been mentioned in the Qur’ān 16 times, every one of

which has been stated accompanied with one accomplishment or an attribution,
:among them, we note

They understand the secret of commandments: “And in (the law of) retaliation there . 1
is (saving of life for you, O’ possessors of intellects, …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse

(. 179

They are future-oriented: “…and make provision, but surely the best provision is the . 2
piety. So, have awe of Me, O’ possessors of intellect!” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse

(197

They regard the world as a passing stage and not a destination and residence point. . 3
The possessors of intellect are those who: “… mediate on the creation of the heavens

and the earth, seriously saying): ‘Our Lord! You have not created (all) thin in vain! …”
((Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 191

They receive instructive lessons from history: “Indeed in their stories there is a . 4
(lesson for the possessors of intellect, …” (Sura Yūsuf, No. 12, verse 111
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They accept the best and the most superior logic of all: “Those who listen to the . 5
(saying, then follow the best of it; …” (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 18

They are of the worshipping and struggling lot who perform the night prayer: “ Is he . 6
who is obedient during hours of the night … only the possessors of intellect are

(mindful.” (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 9

****
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قَاثَیمِْلا نَوضُقُنیَ  لاوَ  هَِّللا  دِهْعَِب  نَوُفوُی  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 20﴿

.” Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and do not break the pledge . “ 20

Commentary: verse 20

The Arabic phrase /‘ahdillah/ includes both the innate and inherent promises such as

‘love unto the Truth and justice’, and rational promises like the comprehension of the

facts of the world of existence including the issues of ‘the origin and the end’. They

also refer to both the religious promises such as practicing all the required acts and

rituals and abstention from all that is prohibited, and the commitments of promises

which men keep with regard to one another and Allah has made their observation

.required

According to the statements of some commentators,(1) one of the most important

Divine covenants is the Imamate, ‘leadership’, of the celestial leaders. After that

Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) attained accession to the position of Imamate following

numerous tests and trials, he requested Allah to enable his progeny to achieve that

rank. Instead of saying that the position of Imamate would not be bestowed on the

cruel people, and to clarify the importance of this position, He said: “My covenant does

not include the unjust.” (2), which itself is an evidence for the importance of the

.position and magnitude of Imamate

Incidentally, the Arabic term /miθāq/ ‘testament’ refers to what is the source of

confidence between one’s heart and that
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thing. As the existence of a Divine leader provides comfort for men’s heart and soul,
’. therefore, this matter has been regarded as one of the examples of ‘testament

Anyway, keeping one’s promise, like respect for one’s parents, and returning of the

deposits, is not confined to the Islamic jurisprudence. On the other hand, it is included

.in human rights as well. Thus every wise and rational man must observe it

In conclusion, religious testament is the kind of the commitment which the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) has secured from the believing people so as to obey him and abstain from

.committing sins and overlooking the religious commandments and prohibitions

Incidentally the reason why the term ‘testament’ or ‘pledge’ is repeated after the

word ‘covenant’ is that none imagines that the objective is only the Divine promise

and that of the people for all the commandments and the prohibitions are included in
the meaning of ‘covenant’. It is for this reason that He informs us that the testament

and covenant of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the people is as vigorously to be observed

:as that of Allah (s.w.t.) and the people. The verse says

.” Those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and do not break the pledge “ 

Some commentators, however, believe that the aim of this repetition is merely

.emphasis

****
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بِاسَحِْلا ءَوسُ  نَوُفاخَیَوَ  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوْشَخْیَوَ  لَصَوُی  نأَ  هِِب  هَُّللا  رَمَأَ  آمَ  نَوُلصِیَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 21﴿

And those who join what Allah has commanded to be joined and they fear their . “ 21
.” Lord and dread the terrible reckoning

Commentary: verse 21

Some Islamic quotations indicate that what Allah has ordained to be joined together is
union of kindred. That is, conservation of family ties as well as the ideological ties

which implies continuous and profound ties with the heavenly leaders and the

:following of the line of ‘Wilāyat’ (leadership). (Tafsīr-us-Sāfī). The verse says

And those who join what Allah has commanded to be joined and they fear their Lord “ 
.” and dread the terrible reckoning

A simple and in-passing glance at our contemporary world will reveal that despite

having utmost and the best capital, i.e., oil, beneath their feet, and enjoying, in front of

them, the common point of unity and love of over one Billion Muslims, that is Ka‘bah,
and despite benefiting from the best of schools and logic, some Muslims are

constantly under all kinds of pressure from the super-powers for their lack of

connection with the Divine leadership. It is for this reason that in the verse 27 of Sura

Al-Baqarah, after the sentence “… and cut asunder what Allah has commanded to be

(joined …”(1
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there has been mentioned: “… and they make corruption on the Earth, …”, for it goes

without saying that the mere cutting off ties of relationship does not by itself cause

corruption on the earth. On the contrary, it is giving up of the Divine leadership which

leads to the entanglement in the confinement of the despots and spreading of

.corruption

:Note the Following Points

Union of Kindred: strengthening blood-kinship is not merely confined to the family - 1
visits and meetings. Provision of financial assistance also is one of the aspects of

union of kindred. Imam Sādiq (a.s.) proclaims that in addition to Zakāt (alms), there

are also other dues to be paid and which are necessary. Then he recited this verse

(Tafsīr-us-Sāfī). The objective in mind of the Imam (a.s.) probably has been ‘Khoms’
.(one fifth) when mentioning other dues

As for the importance of ‘union of kindred’, it is sufficient to be noted that Allah has - 2
made mention of it next to His name. “…And be in awe of Allah through Whom you

demand one of another, as well as any ties of kinship; …” (Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse

(1

The meaning of ‘relatives’ is not confined to one’s family genealogical relatives, - 3
but, it refers to the great Muslim community in which all individuals of the nation are

considered as brothers, where the Qur’ān

p: 79

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4711 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


says: “The believers are but brethren …” (Sura Al-Hujurāt, No. 49, verse 10). Their

father is the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as well as Hadrat Ali (a.s.). The Prophet

.” (p.b.u.h.) has remarked: “Ali and I are to be regarded as fathers of this community

Imam Sādiq (a.s.), while on deathbed, ordered to hand on some gifts to those - 1
relatives who had been rude to him. When he was criticized for this act, he recited the

above verse; and so did he teach us that the condition for union of kindred would not

.be their optimism, love and relationship with us

To explain the Qur’ānic phrases: ‘they fear their Lord’ and ‘dread the terrible - 2
reckoning’, one must say that though the Arabic words /xašiyat/ (fear) and /xauf/
(dread) have sometimes been used interchangeably and as synonyms, meaning one

thing in mind, they are in fact different in an Arabic context. The word /xašiyat/ refers

to that kind of fear and impression which is left on someone as a result of respect he

bears for a person. However, the term /xauf/ refers to a wider range of meaning and

includes all kinds of fear and anxiety. In other words, the term /xašiyat/ is never used

for a damaging accident and one does not refer to cold and disease as having

/xašiyat/ with respect to them, while the application of the word to /xauf/ holds in

cases of cold, heat, disease and is prevalent. Ultimately, since /xašiyat/ is based on

one’s knowledge as to the respect, magnitude and importance of the other person,
one can say /xašiyat/ is peculiar to the learned men and /xauf/ is generally applicable

for all. As the Qur’ān says: “… those of His servants only who are knowledgeable fear

(Allah, …” (Sura Fātir, No. 35, verse 28
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:A Few Quotations on Union of Kindred

Jābir quoting Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Kindness towards

one’s parents and union of kindred facilitates one’s settlement of his

accounts.” Then, he (p.b.u.h.) recited this very verse. (Tafsīr Majma‘-ul-Bayān, vol. - 1
(13, p. 54

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “ He who cuts off his relationship with - 2
(his kindred, will not enter Paradise.” (Bihār, vol. 71, p. 91

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “Cutting off of one’s relationship with the relatives - 3
(leads to poverty.” (Bihār, vol. 71, p. 91

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) remarked: “He who is disobedient with respect to his parents and - 4
he who cuts off his relationship with his relatives can never sense the smell and the

(flavor of Paradise” (Safīnah, vol. 1, p. 516

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “Cutting off one’s relationship with his relatives, - 5
(spoils all of (one’s) blessings.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 4, P. 509

A man, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), asked: “Which deed is considered as - 6
conducive to the utmost outrage before Allah?” He answered: “Attributing partners to

Allah.” Then he asked: “Which action comes next?” He answered: “Cutting off one’s
relationship with his relatives?” Then he asked: “Which action comes next?” He

answered: “Bidding to indecency and forbidding right conduct.” (Safīnat-ul-Bihār, vol.
(1, p. 516

****
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مْهَُل کَِئَلوُْا  هََئ  -ِ یَّّسلا هِنَسَحَْلاِب  نَوءُرَدْیَوَ  هًیَِنلاَعَوَ  اًرّسِ  مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِم  اوقُفَنأَوَ  هَلاَّصلا  اوُماقَأَوَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ هِجْوَ  ءَآغَِتْبا  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 22﴿

رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ 

And those who patiently persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord, and . “ 22
establish prayer, and spend of what We have provided them, secretly and openly, and

”they avert evil with good; theirs shall be the Ultimate abode

Commentary: verse 22

And those who usually keep their patience in performing the commandments of Allah

and do not lose their integrity in face of the diseases and evil consequences and

abstain themselves from committing Allah’s sins, and by keeping their patience, they

mean to obtain rewards from Allah, the Almighty, because ‘seeking the countenance

of Allah’ signifies ‘asking for Allah’ which in turn means asking for Allah’s reward.
Once, in the Arabic language, Arabs want to glorify something, they say ‘its

countenance’ and ‘its self’, and by ‘the countenance of Allah’ they mean the Glorious

Essence of the Almighty. Nothing is greater than Allah and nothing is His counterpart.
Some say that: the purpose of ‘countenance’ in here is reference made as to sincerity

:and repelling of bigotry and hypocrisy. The verse says

, …” And those who patiently persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord “ 

Then the verse continues explaining the qualities of the possessors of intellect by

adding that they perform the prayer with keeping all its limits. In other words, they

are always serious in performing their prayer rituals, and they share with
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others whatever Allah has bestowed on them whether be it in secret or openly. And

:through their obedience, they repel all sins. The verse says

and establish prayer, and spend of what We have provided them, secretly and “… 
; …” openly, and they avert evil with good

Ibn-i-Abbās, regarding the last quality, has said that through the mean of decent and

.allowed action, they repel the indecent behavior

It is quoted from the highly esteemed Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who has told Ma‘āz-
ibn-Jabal that: Whenever he did an evil act, then he would perform an admirable deed

.so as to wipe it out

Some commentators say one must be kind to those who have bad treatment to them

and he would not try to retaliate it. Some other commentators have claimed that the

purpose is that once they are deprived, they go on giving away and once they are

oppressed, they forgive; and when they are isolated, they try to establish

relationships once more. Ibn-i-Kīsān says: it means that they try to remove the

.penalty for their sins by repentance

:The ending sentence of the verse says

.” Theirs shall be the Ultimate abode “… 

It means that those whom We depicted their profiles of, will receive their reward of

Paradise. In this holy sentence the objective meaning of /ad-dār/ is ‘Paradise’ and that

.of /‘uqbā/ is ‘reward’ which refers to the happy ending

:Explanations

Patience’ does not merely signify tolerating difficulties; rather, it mostly includes - ‘ 1
,perseverance in worshipping

p: 83

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4715 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


restraining from sins, toleration in case of calamities, submission in case of obedience,
.and lack of arrogance in case of affluence

The Qur’ānic phrase ‘the countenance of their Lord’ signifies attracting the - 2
.attention, favour, and satisfaction of Allah

Performing prayer is one of the examples of the Divine covenants, which was - 3
discussed in the previous verses. Some Islamic traditions also refer to it, saying:

.” “Prayer is the covenant of Allah

Patience and prayers are two channels of communication with Allah, and charity - 4
.and good acts are two channels of communication with people

:Giving in charity of one’s wealth has got a hierarchy - 5

Step one: Sharing of the things Allah has bestowed upon us. “… spend (in alms) of that

(which We have provided for you, …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 154

Step two: Giving in charity out of one’s earnings through allowed business. “O you who

have faith! Spend (in charity) of the good things that you have earned, …” (Sura Al-
(Baqarah, No. 2, verse 267

Step three: Giving away of what one likes most. “You will never attain righteousness

(. unless you spend out of what you love, …” (Sura An-Nisā, No. 4, verse 92

Step four: Self-sacrifice: “… and prefer (them) before themselves though poverty may

(afflict them, …” (Sura Hashr, No. 53, verse 9

According to Al-Mīzān, the Arabic term /‘uqbaddār/ signifies happy ending in the - 6
world, though it may be
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.considered as including both, this world and the Hereafter

The meaning of returning the good in exchange for evil is that: if from among the - 7
faithful someone commits an evil act in connection with us, We ought to overlook it.
But we must not have the same pattern of action with the tyrants and the corrupt, for,
concerning them, they must be paid in their own coins. Anyway, though Islam is a

religion of ethics, compassion and forgiveness, it has also the following instruction in
its place. The Holy Qur’ān says: “(As for) the fornicatress and the fornicator, flog each

of them, (giving) a hundred stripes, and let not pity for them detain you in the matter

of obedience to Allah, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day, …” (Sura An-Nūr, No. 24,
(verse 2

Islam is a comprehensive religion, and ‘the possessors of intellect’ are some - 3
perfect persons. The existence of such Qur’ānic words concerning them as: /yūfūn/,
/yaxšaun/, /yaxāfūn/, /sabarū/, /’aqāmū/, /’anfiqū/, and /yadra’ūn/ are signs to show

that the perfect men not only are undertaking their promises, but also preserve all

their proper communications, and they enjoy a superior state of virtuosity and they

.stay on the whole scenes of truth actively instead of creeping into isolation

****
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بٍاَب   ِ لّکُ نِم  مهِْیلَعَ  نَوُلخُدْیَ  هُکَِئلآمَْلاوَ  مْهِِتاَّی   ِ رّذُوَ مْهِجِاوَزْأَوَ  مْهِِئآَباءَ  نِْم  حَلَصَ  نمَوَ  اهََنوُلخُدْیَ  نٍدْعَ  تُاَّنجَ  ﴾ 23﴿

Gardens of Eternity, they shall enter therein and also the righteous from among . “ 23
their fathers, their spouses, and their children, and unto whom the angels will enter

’.” from every gate

Commentary: verse 23

Out of 137 times that the Qur’ānic words /jannāt/ and /jannat/ have been repeated in
the glorious Qur’ān, only 12 times they have been mentioned under /jannātu ‘adnin/.

(According to a tradition from ‘Durr-ul-Manthūr’, it signifies ‘a special paradise’.(1

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remarks: “Whoever wants his life and death to be like

those of mine, and enters the Gardens of Eden which is my Paradise, must designate

Ali-Ibn-Abī-Tālib (a.s.) and his Immaculate successors from among his descendents

as his leaders and his Imam, who are most supreme in knowledge and wisdom over

(all human beings and they are guides for people towards right path.”(2

In the meantime, we have it in the Qur’ān repeatedly that the righteous people of a
family will also be nigh to each other when in Paradise and will be able to enjoy each

other’s company therein as they associate with each other. Certainly, the mention of

the titles of some individuals of the family like father, wife, and child in the above

noble verse, does not
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specify any particular point, and it covers all the righteous members of the family,
including the above mentioned ones, and as well as mothers, sisters and brothers,

.too

Incidentally, perhaps the reason for the absence of the name ‘mother’ here is that the

mother is the wife of one’s father and is covered by the word of /’azwāj/ (spouses) as

is the case with brothers and sisters who are regarded as paternal descendents, and

.uncles and aunts are considered as the descendents of one’s ancestors

Anyway, whatever of the conclusion we obtain from the Divine verses is that the

angels, under all circumstances, whether in this world or in the world hereafter

(purgatory or resurrection day), are in contact with man. They sometimes send him

greetings “… sends His greeting on you, and (so do) His angels, …” (Sura Al-’Ahzāb,
No. 33, verse 43), while on other occasions, they ask forgiveness for him: “… and ask

forgiveness for those who believe, …” (Sura Qāfir, No. 40, verse 7) That is, the angels

who carry the magnanimous heavens on top of their shoulders and those who are

engaged in thanking and in worshipping are both faithful believers and ask for

forgiveness for the faithful from Allah. At other times, they utter invocation for him,
saying: “Our Lord! and make them enter the Gardens of Perpetuity …” (Sura Qāfir, No.
40, verse 8). That is, O’ Allah! Give them all along with their parents, wives, and children

access and abode in the Paradise of Eden. At the time of death and at the onset of the

purgatory, the angels let them voice with the slogan chanting “… ‘Fear not, nor be

grieved …” (Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 30). And they take their lives with the sentence

‘Greetings to you’. The Qur’ān says: “Those whom the angels cause to die in a good

state, saying: ‘Peace be on you, …” (Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 32) That is, those who,
like angels, ‘the agents of blessings’, take their souls, address them saying that due to

your good deeds performed in the world, you
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Allah’s will thus enter the Eternal Paradise, and they would also go on greeting them

:from every corner. The verse says

Gardens of Eternity, they shall enter therein and also the righteous from among their “ 
fathers, their spouses, and their children, and unto whom the angels will enter from

’.” every gate

:Explanations

There are eight gateways mentioned for Paradise which correspond to the number - 1
of traits already mentioned for ‘the possessors of intellect’ counted in recent verses.
Probably, each of the eight traits and characteristics leads man through one of the

.gateways of Paradise and is a leading path towards the eternal happiness for man

Not every father and child, and every husband and wife, every descendent whether - 2
paternal or maternal will join one another in Paradise or will be placed side-by-side

there, for in the Day of Resurrection, the relatives by blood and those kin by marriage,
as a means, will be of no use. On that Day, every body will be held responsible for his

own self, in which case nothing, except one’s own efforts and struggle, will have any

:effect

Therefore, the entrance of some relatives, unto some others into Paradise, is only

.because of their competence and individual qualification

A Paradise-deserving family is a family among whom there is sincerity and unity in - 3
pursuance of the path of the Truth, because the condition for entering Paradise is

.righteousness
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رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ  مَْعِنفَ  مُْترْبَصَ  امَِب  مکُْیلَعَ  مٌلاسَ  ﴾ 24﴿

Peace (be) upon you (saying) that you persevered in patience! (And now) how . “ 24
.” excellent is the Ultimate Abode

Commentary: verse 24

Point

One of the unique advantages of the Qur’ān is that it states the most meaningful

matters in the most concise terms, among which reference may be made to the

sentence ‘Peace be upon you’ which is a very concise yet very meaningful sentence.
Its historical perspective goes back to the previous prophets like ’Ibrāhīm, Noah, and

Adam (a.s.) “Peace be upon Noah among the nations.” (Sura As-Sāffāt, No. 37, verse

(79

The Qur’ānic term /salām/ (Peace) is one of Allah’s names, and it is one of the ways of

greetings of Allah to the prophets, the Divine congratulations on the people of

Paradise, the whisper of the angles; the international saying of all the Muslims; the

slogan of all the paradise-deserving in this world and in the other one; the common

words of the Creator and the created; the voice heard on arrival and departure, and

the beginning of every speech and of every letter which is said to both the living and

the dead, and on the aged and the young. Answering and returning it, however, is

.obligatory for a believer

The message of /salām/ (peace) is a message of respect, congratulations, prayer and

greetings from Allah. “Peace; a word from a Merciful Lord.” (Sura Yāsīn, No. 36, verse

58) When we utter at the end of each of our prayers: “Greetings ‘peace’ to us and to

the righteous servants of Allah”, with this greeting /salām/ all the dividing lines in the

,realm of race, absurd privileges of senility, sexuality, property, position
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language, and time will be obliterated and we can establish communications with all

.the righteous people to whom we send our greetings

Some Islamic quotations denote that some people go to Paradise without having

settled their accounts. When the angels ask the reason, they will be answered: “We

used to keep waiting for obedience of Allah and used to keep our patience while we

were struck by disasters and why suffering from difficulties.” By hearing this answer,
the angels will welcome them by saying /salāmun ‘alykum/ (peace be on you). (Tafsīr

(Qurtubī

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “We are among those who keep their patience though our

Shi‘ite followers are more patient than us, for our patience is upon what we know, but

(they are keeping their patience as to what they do not know. (Tafsīr Sāfī

:Points Concerning Patience

We must regard Allah as the source of all patience: “…and your patience is not but - 1
(by Allah …” (Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 127

We must do consider the Divine consent as the main purpose and objective of our - 2
patience, not for the sake of fame or anything else: “And for the sake of your Lord, be

(patient.” (Sura Al-Mudathir No. 74, verse 7

Patience is one of the traits of the prophets and the key to Paradise: “Or did you - 3
(suppose you would enter Paradise untouched …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 214

Patience, when kept in the face of the calamities and the Divine trials is the criterion - 4
for cognition of the true
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profile of those who are patient: “And most certainly We will try you until We have

known those among you who exert themselves hard, and the patient, …” (Sura

(Muhammad, No. 47, verse 31

Patience leads one to receive Allah’s blessings: “Those are they on whom are - 5
(blessings and Mercy from their Lord, …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 157

Perhaps one of the reasons for sending greetings to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his - 6
.Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) is that they were among the most patient of the people

Patience with regard to faith is just like the head as for the body. The Prophet - 7
(p.b.u.h.) remarks: “Patience is a part of Faith, just like the head and the body.” (Bihār,

(vol. 9, p. 203

Patience categorizes the hierarchy of those who deserve Paradise: “These shall be - 8
rewarded with high places because they were patient, …” (Sura Al-Furqān, No. 25,
verse 75); “And He will reward them for their patience, with a garden and clothes of

(silk (in Heaven).” (Sura Insān, No. 76, verse 12

Patience has got a hierarchy; and we read in an Islamic tradition that patience in - 9
case of calamities has got 300 degrees; in case of religious worship has got 600
degrees, and with regard to restraining from sins has got 900 degrees. (Bihār, vol. 71, p.

(92

Throughout the Qur’ān, one finds that only the reward for those who are patient is 10
so vast and is indefinitely unlimited: “ … only the patient will be paid back their reward

in full without measure.” (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 10) Alongside patience, the

glorious Qur’ān has also dealt with the issue of gratitude as well. It also alludes to the
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fact that difficulties also constitute blessings: “… for every patient, grateful one.” - 1
((Sura ’Ibrāhīm, No. 14, verse 5

Patience’ is involved in the will of Imam Hussayn (a.s.) passed down to his son, - ‘ 2
Hadrat Sajjād (a.s.): “ O my son! Be patient with the Truth even if it is bitter!” (Bihār, vol.

(70, p. 184

Sometimes, there are several kinds of patience observed in one occasion; as in the - 3
case of Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) in sacrificing Ishmael, in which case, patience with

regard to obedience and submission to the will of Allah, as well as patience with

.regard to the calamity are involved and are required

.Patience, among all, stands at the top of all perfections and virtues - 4

****
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مْهَُلوَ هُنَْعَّللا  مُهَُل  کَِئَلوُْا  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  نَودُسـِْفُیوَ  لَصَوُی  نأَ  هِِب  هَُّللا  رَمَأَ  آمـَ  نَوعُطَْقیَوَ  هِِقاثـَیِم  دِْـعَب  نِْم  هَِّللا  دَـهْعَ  نَوضُقُنیَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 25﴿

رِاَّدلا ءُوسُ 

And there are those who break the covenant of Allah after its confirmation and . “ 25
cut asunder what Allah has commanded to be joined, and make mischief in the earth;

.” they, theirs shall be the curse and theirs shall be the evil abode

Commentary: verse 25

.In some former holy verses, the traits of the possessors of intellect were explained

As the good and evil can well be differentiated once they are compared and

juxtaposed against each other, the Qur’ān recounts here some of the main traits of

the ones who incite corruption and those who have lost their true sense of reasoning

:where it says

And there are those who break the covenant of Allah after its confirmation and cut “ 
asunder what Allah has commanded to be joined, and make mischief in the earth;

.” they, theirs shall be the curse and theirs shall be the evil abode

In fact, all of their ideological and scientific corruptions can be summarized in the

:following three categories

Breaking of the Divine testaments which includes the inherent testaments, the - 1
.rational testaments, and, finally, the religious testaments

Cutting off relationships, the relationship with Allah, the relationship with Divine - 2
religious leaders, the relationship with people, and the relationship with one’s own

.self
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The last part, which is the consequence of the above two, is the corruption on the - 3
.earth

:Explanations

The Qur’ān refers to a group who have the opposite of the attributes which - 1
characterize the good prominent traits of the possessors of intellect as in their

keeping of their promise and relationships with whatever Allah has preordained. That

is, they break their promises and cut off the relationships which have been

commended to be established. Thus, there are ‘evil abodes’ designated for them

’. instead of ‘Ultimate abodes

Corruption on the Earth: There are actions dealt with in the Qur’ān which are - 2
attributed to individuals, among which the Pharaoh has been noted as an example of

those who incite corruption. The Qur’ān concerning him says: “… Verily he was one of

the mischief-makers.” (Sura Qasas, No. 28, verse 4). Actions like homicide, destruction

of tillage and generation, inciting and provoking differences, and murder are also

among the corruption cases on the earth. (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 205). The

Qur’ān considers ‘execution’ or amputation for punishing of the ‘corrupt ones on the

earth’. And as for those who have ambitions in their thinking for corruption, the

Qur’ān considers them as the ones who are deprived from the Divine blessings on the

.Day of Resurrection

Imam Sajjād (a.s.) writes in his will to his son: “Abstain from association and avoid - 3
the company of those who cut off their relationship with their relatives, for I have
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(found them cursed in the Qur’ān”. (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 74, p. 197

:Messages

.The separation of man from Allah is the turning point in the onset of deviations - 1

Cutting off of the relationship with one’s kinds is one of the capital sins, for Allah - 2
.(s.w.t.) has vowed as to their punishment

****
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عٌاتَمَ َّلاإِ  هِرَخِلأَا  یِف  ایَْنُّدلا  هُایَحَْلا  امَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلاِب  اوحُرِفَوَ  رُدِْقیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَِل  قَزْ   ِ رّلا طُسُْبیَ  هَُّللا  ﴾ 26﴿

Allah enlarges the sustenance for whomever he pleases and straitens (it for . “ 26
whomever He wishes) and they rejoice in the life of the world, while the life of the

.” world beside the Hereafter is naught but a temporary enjoyment

Commentary: verse 26

The amplification and the straitening of one’s means of subsistence has been

attributed to Allah in this verse, but it goes without saying that the acts of Allah, the

Wise, are planned according to pragmatism and are philosophical, as some of its

reasons can be seen explained in some verses of the Qur’ān and in the Islamic

quotations. For instance, committing sin causes changes in the life and means of

.subsistence of many individuals

We read in the supplication of Kumayl that: “O’ Allah: Forgive those sins of mine which

.” change the course of the blessings which you have bestowed upon me

At times, the differences, which exist in one’s means of subsistence, are because of

the trial of these individuals. ‘Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 155’ says: “And We will

surely test you (all) with something of fear and hanger and loss of property, lives and

.” fruits; but give glad tidings to the (stead fast) patient

At times, being deprived is due to the deprivation which is inflicted on other people

from their rights, like the garden which burned under fire, which Sura Al-Qalam No. 68
has
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made allusion to. At other times, lack of concentration on the circumstances of

orphans results in straitening of one’s means of subsistence. “Nay! But you honour not

(the orphans.” (Sura Al-Fajr, No. 89, verse 17

What is important is the fact that we must not feel rude and arrogant once our means

of subsistence is amplified, forgetting everything; nor must we become desperate of

everything when our means of subsistence is at stake, for the Divine system is one

which is based on His Wisdom and has got trial basis, and it is not based on luck,
.chance and good omens

Anyway, usually those who are affluent in their means of subsistence and are given

sustenance in abundant, tend to forget it and ignore the Hereafter, sticking to the

mortal world and its beauty, while this worldly life is nothing else but limited in its

scope and is a mortal one as compared to the Hereafter, for the latter is immortal.
:The verse says

Allah enlarges the sustenance for whomever he pleases and straitens (it for “ 
whomever He wishes) and they rejoice in the life of the world, while the life of the

.” world beside the Hereafter is naught but a temporary enjoyment

:Explanations

One’s means of subsistence depends on Him alone. It is not dependent upon one’s - 1
shrewdness, bigotry, breaking of testaments, and cutting off of those relationships

.which probably require disbursing and giving away

Low scale for means of subsistence is also allocated according to a divine - 2
.philosophical echelon which is predetermined already

****
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Section 4:Remembrance of Allah Sets Hearts at Rest

Point

Allah leaves to go astray whomsoever He wills, and He guides towards Him

.whomsoever turns to Him – The Wrath of Allah shall reach the disbelievers

بَاَنأَ نْمَ  هِْیَلإِ  يدِهْیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  ُّلضُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  لُْق  ِ-هِ  بَّّر نِم  هٌیَاءَ  هِْیلَعَ  لَزِنُا  لآوَْل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُوقُیَوَ  ﴾ 27﴿

And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why has a sign not been sent down upon him from . “ 27
his Lord?’ Say: ‘Verily Allah leaves to stray whomever He wills and guides unto Himself

(’.” whomever turns (to Him in repentance

Commentary: verse 27

As there are so many topics of discussion concerning monotheism, resurrection and

the mission of prophecy of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) included in this Sura, this verse deals

once again with the Prophet of Islam’s call, discussing one of the criticisms of those

obstinate dissidents, saying that the pagans claim why it is that no miracle has been

:bestowed upon him from his Lord as they demanded. The verse says

And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why has a sign not been sent down upon him from “ 
?’ …” his Lord

They expect that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) sits in isolation as an extraordinary being while

each one of them calls on him and asks him to perform a miracle he must bring it on

their request. No sooner they ask for the miracle than he has performed. Even, not

!withstanding that, they do not accept the faith if they are willing to do so
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Responding them, the Qur’ān answers that the Prophet should tell them that Allah lets

whomever He wants go astray, and whoever returns to Him will be led by Him. The

:verse continues saying

Say: ‘Verily Allah leaves to stray whomever He wills and guides unto Himself “… 
(’.” whomever turns (to Him in repentance

Allusion is made to the fact that their deficiency is not a matter of miracles; rather that

their deficiency is from within themselves. Their obstinacy, fanaticism, ignorance, and

.the sins which hinder and obstruct the road to success, cause them to disbelieve

Anyway, every prophet must have a sign from his Lord to prove his claim of his

prophetic mission, which is called ‘miracle’. This miracle is naturally in some particular

and identical affairs. But those obstinate persons who did not intend to accept the

truth, asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for miracles on their own request based upon their

whims. Were they to stop being obstinate, the Qur’ān by itself would provide them

.with the greatest miracle

Sometimes, food and water is detrimental to the sick. However, this harm does not

imply that there is anything wrong with the food or water. On the contrary, it is for the

sake of their illness. Certainly, those who are mentally sick, in accepting the Divine and

pure verses are upset like the ones whose body is ill, for they will be provoked as soon

as they are confronting the truth, and they become obstinate immediately following

its presentation, then they turn away from the Truth. And this is the very meaning of

./yudill/ (leaves to stray) mentioned in the verse
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.A Discussion on Leading and Misleading

Divine leadership is of two kinds: the primary leadership and the supplementary

.leadership

The Divine leadership concerns all mankind. The Qur’ān says: “Verily We showed him

the Way, …”(1) However, supplementary leadership only concerns those who have

already accepted the former general guidance. For instance, take the case of a

teacher who offers his course in an identical and monotonous way to all his students.
After sometime, he tends to do more favor to those of his students who are more

strenuous and hard-working. The Qur’ān says: “And (as for) those who follow the right

(direction, He increases them in guidance …”(2

And there are those who refuse to accept all the Divine verses as the Qur’ān says

about them. “And there never came unto them any sign from the signs of their Lord

but they turned away from it…” (Sura Al-’An’ām, No. 6, verse 4) “And had We sent

down unto you a book, written on a paper, so that they touched it with their own

hands, certainly (still) the disbelievers would have said: ‘That is naught but a manifest

sorcery’.” (Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 7) “… And (even) if they witness a miracle, they

will not believe in it, …” (Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 25). Would there be any other way

of dealing with them except restraining them from favors and stamping them with the

?discarding seal

Anyway, Allah is Wise and Just and He does all according to “… He guides whomever

He pleases …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 142), and “… leaves to stray whomever

He wills …” (verse under discussion), and “… Allah provides with
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.sustenance for whomever He wills …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No

verse 212), and “He will forgive him whom He wills” and “He will punish whom He , 2
wills …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 284), and “He creates whatever He pleases …”
(Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 47). All the above are to be rendered into the basis of

.His Justice, Wisdom, Grace, and Favour

That is, once He says: “… He guides whomever He pleases, …” it does not imply that

He leads, regardless of all criteria, whomever He wants. As one can conclude, from

other verses, on one occasion He considers ‘Faith’ as the condition for being led,
saying: “… and whomever believes in Allah, He guides aright his heart…” (Sura At-
Taqābun, No. 64, verse 11). Elsewhere, securing of consent of Allah along with taking

the right path are deemed necessary for being led. It says: “With it Allah guides

whomever follows His pleasure into the ways of safety, …” (Sura Al-Mā’idah, No. 5,
verse 16). Or once He says: “… He leaves to stray whomever He wills…”(1), in another

verse, He considers immoderation, hesitation and skepticism as factors for such a

case of being misled. It says: “…Allah misleads him who is extravagant, a doubter.”
((Sura Al-Mu’min, No. 40, verse 34

Anyway, if the opening of a container faces the sky the rain will enter into it, but if the

opening of it faces the earth, it will not be filled with any rain and snow. So is the case

with the man whose soul aspires towards material things. It is obvious that such a

person will not benefit from the Divine spirituality. The Qur’ān says: “That (Divine

wrath) is because they have preferred the worldly life over the Hereafter, and

(definitely Allah does not guide the infidel people.” (Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 107
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:Explanations

The obstinate pagans often demand new miracles every moment. The issue in - 1
question is not an outstanding miracle. Rather, it is their inherent enmity. “… Why has

 …” a sign not been sent down upon him

Allah’s way of treatment is concerned with leading all people: “Verily, it is incumbent - 2
on Us to lead (them).” (Sura Al-Layl, No. 92, verse 12). However, if someone took to the

deviant path, Allah would ascribe to him his punishment in the form of being misled.
 …”. “… Allah leaves to stray whomever He wills

Submission and humility in face of Allah is the key to one’s salvation and guidance - 3
(.” “…and guides unto Himself whomever turns (to Him in repentance

Leading people is up to Allah, yet His leading will be confined to those who show - 4
.their preparedness already for His leadership

****
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بُوُلقُْلا ُّنِئمَطْتَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِِب  لاَأَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِِب  مهُُبوُلُق  ُّنِئمَطْتَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 28﴿

The guided are) those who believe and their hearts are set at rest by the . “ ) 28
remembrance of Allah. Behold! By Allah’s remembrance (only) the hearts are set at

.” rest

Commentary: verse 28

Those who acknowledge the unity of Allah and accept His attributes and the prophetic

mission of His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and embrace whatever has been revealed from Him,
and their hearts are set at rest by the remembrance of Allah, allow Allah to soothe

their hearts regarding His blessings and rewards with the thought of Him, and of His

grace and favors, for Allah’s promise is decisive and nothing will soothe the anxious

.hearts better than his Divine truthful promises

To remember Allah does not mean merely paying lip service to Him, though it is one of

the clear examples of thinking of Him. For what counts is thinking of Allah in all

.circumstances, in particular, at the time of committing sin

:Thinking of Allah brings with it numerous blessings, including

.The remembrance of His blessings leads one to show his gratitude for Him - 1

.The remembrance of His Power causes one of putting his trust in Him - 2

.The remembrance of His favours serves as the source of our love for Him - 3

.The remembrance of His Wrath and fury inspires awe of Him in us - 4
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The remembrance of His magnitude and greatness causes one’s humility and - 5
.submission towards Him

The remembrance of His Omniscience in the open and hidden serves as an impetus - 6
.for our chastity

The remembrance of His forgiveness and generosity serves as our source of hope - 7
.and repentance

.The remembrance of His justice serves as an impetus for our austerity and piety - 8

Man is searching the extremes and he wants absolute perfection. However, as - 9
everything, except Allah, is finite and is accidental in itself, it cannot leave one’s heart

in rest. In contrast to those whose hearts are set at rest by the remembrance of Allah,
there are also some ones whose scope of mind and vision are limited and are content

.with so little in this world

The prayers consist of the remembrance of Allah and are the source of one’s - 10
comfort. The Qur’ān says: “… establish prayer for My remembrance.” (Sura Tā Hā, No.

(20, verse 14

The holy phrase “Behold! By Allah’s remembrance (only) the hearts are set at rest.”
might mean that by Allah’s remembering you, your hearts will be at peace. That is,
once we know that Allah is remembering us and we are in His presence, our hearts

will be at peace. As Hadrat Noah (a.s.) found peace of heart by means of the Divine

words: “And make you the Ark under Our eyes, …” (Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 37) And,
Imam Hussayn (a.s.) found peace of mind while uttered it at the time of martyrdom of

his son Ali Asqar, by expressing: “It is easy over me for verily it is before Allah.” Or, it is
.” cited in ‘Arafah supplication: “O Reminder of the reminders
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Query: This verse remarks that all minds, and that of a believer in particular, find their

peace by the remembrance of Allah, but some other verses denote that whenever the

faithful believer remembers Allah, his heart trembles. Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8, verse 2
says: “Verily believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their hearts

quake, …” Can this kind of trembling be compatible with one’s peace of mind? What is
?the justification for that

Answer: To imagine how the two incompatibles, that is the peace of mind and

trembling of one’s heart, can be present at the same time in one person, the following

examples can be leading. First: Sometimes, one has peace of mind when he has made

all kinds of preparations while, at the same time, he is anxious and fears the

consequences as well. The example of it is a specialized surgeon who is confident of

his knowledge and job though at the time of operation of a VIP he still has his

.anxieties

Secondly: the children find their peace of mind once they are with their parents, while

.at the same time, they fear them too

Thirdly: Sometimes, one is happy and has his peace of mind since he knows that

whatever unpleasant happens is for his trial, development and promotion. However,
he is going to be anxious for not being sure whether he will succeed in his duties or

.not

Fourthly: Once the believers go on reading the Qur’ānic verses of punishment, Hell or

of the Divine outrage, they start trembling all over. However, once they read the holy

verses concerning blessings, garden of Eden and paradise, they find a sweet kind of

.peace of mind which brings them warm feelings

Imam Sajjād (a.s.) says in Abu Hamzah Supplication: “Whenever, I remember my sins

(and Your justice and Your
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wrath), I cry, but when I consider Your grace and Your forgiveness, I regain hope.” As

an evidence for this meaning, the writer of Al-Mīzān, the Late, quotes the Qur’ān to be

its documentation: “… whereat do shudder the skins of those who fear their Lord,
then their skins and their hearts become pliant to the remembrance of Allah …” (Sura

Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 23). That is, one is anxious at first though he finds peace of

.mind gradually

Fifthly: He who ignores the remembrance of Allah, does not have peace of mind, in

which case life becomes troublesome for him. The Qur’ān says: And whoever turns

away from My remembrance, verily for him is a life straitened …” (Sura TāHā, No. 20,
(verse 124

:Factors of Encourage and Peace of Mind

There may be many different causes for one’s certainty and peace of mind. However,
.at the top of all those factors stands specifically one’s awareness and knowledge

He who is aware of the fact that his slightest piece of work will be accounted for he - 1
is hopeful on his job properly and has peace of mind thereby. Sura Az-Zilzāl, No. 99,

.” verse 7 says: “So, whoever has done an atom’s weight of good shall behold it

He who knows that he is created out of the Divine favor, wisdom, and blessings, he - 2
is calm and hopes for and confident of Allah’s bounteousness. The Qur’ān says: “(It

will be said to some) O’ you serene soul!” “Come back to your Lord well-pleased (with

Him) and well-pleasing (Him),” (Sura Al-Fajr, No. 89, verses 27 and 28). This means that

the addressing of the Beneficent comes, saying: O’ Heavenly confident and peaceful

self, ‘always remembering Allah’! Return, now, to your Lord
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as you are pleased with His eternal blessings and He is content with your good deeds.
Return and stay in line alongside My particular servants and enter My Paradise and

Garden of Eden. It is for this reason and following His remarks in this noble verse that

the faithful and intimate believers are always hopeful. As an example, one finds the

Late Ayatullah-ul-‘Uzmā Imam Khomaynī, (may he rest in peace in Paradise), remarks

at the end of his very important will that: “I am departing from you while having peace

of mind, and I am confident in heart, while I am happy from within and while I am

.” hopeful in spirit for Allah’s grace and forgiveness

He who knows that Allah is All-Wise and Omniscience, and He has not created - 3
.anyone in vain, is optimistic

He who knows that his leader and his Imam is a perfect man, elected by Allah, and - 4
is innocent of every deviance and error, will be having peace of mind. “… Verily I have

(appointed you an Imam (leader) for mankind. …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 124

He who knows that his way of life is obvious and his future is going to be better than - 5
before, is confident in his soul. “While the world to come is better and more lasting.”

((Sura ’A‘lā, No. 87, verse 17

He who knows that Allah loves the righteous has warm feelings with regard to his - 6
.righteous deed

.Factors Which Generate Anxiety and Worries

One of the most common diseases of the present century is worries and anxieties, for

which various reasons have been mentioned. The symptoms of this disease include,
isolation, depression, inferiority complexes and purposelessness. A depressed person

becomes so because of finding that nothing is in line with his wishes, while the one

must not abandon
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altogether those few instances which might be in keeping with his wishes for the sake

of not having obtained all that he has desired. A depressed person thinks as to why all

people do not love him while such a thing is impossible in the case that even Allah and

.Gabriel also have got enemies. Therefore, one must not expect that all love him

A depressed person thinks that all people are bad, while it is not so, and Allah,
.addressing the angels who thought so, answered them negatively

A depressed person thinks that all the unpleasant things come from outside his self,
while the main causes of frustration have their origin in reactions generating from

.within ourselves

An anxious person is worried at the onset of every activity and thus he feels lonely

.and scared

For repelling such a mood, Hadrat Ali (a.s.) says: “When you are afraid of something,
(cast yourself in it.” (Bihār-ul-Anwār, vol. 71, p. 362

This means that you may make yourself involved in whatever you are scared of, for

.fear of everything exceeds its own limits

An anxious person worries as what will occur in future. This case may be treated by

.trusting Allah and by one’s own perseverance

As one has been frustrated in some of his affairs, he may worry as to be frustrated in
.all circumstances

As one relies on individuals and some powers which are not sustaining, one will be

.anxious and worried once those sources of power are shaken

Briefly, and concisely, such cases as lack of gratitude for one’s services by the people,
,feelings of guilt, fear of death
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being brain-washed by the family as to the lack of one’s power to cope with problems

and his lack of knowledge of those things, and jumping to conclusions are some of the

factors which cause anxieties and can be adequately dealt with by Allah’s
remembrance, His power, His amnesty, and His favor which all bring one’s peace of

:mind. The verse says

The guided are) those who believe and their hearts are set at rest by the “ )
remembrance of Allah. Behold! By Allah’s remembrance (only) the hearts are set at

.” rest

****
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بٍأَمَ نُسْحُوَ  مْهَُل  یَبوطُ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 29﴿

Those who believe and do righteous deeds; joy is for them, and a goodly (final) . “ 29
.” return

Commentary: verse 29

:People are in four categories

.I. Believers: Those who both believe and their acts are righteous

.II. Pagans: Those who are neither believers nor their acts are decent

III. The evil-doers: Those who are believers but their acts are not righteous and

.decent

.IV. The hypocrites: Those who are not believers but their apparent acts are decent

The Arabic term /tūbā/ is either an infinitive, or it is the feminine gender of /’atyab/
which means ‘the best’. We have not got any example specific to this meaning in the

verse to include all the utmost good ones. Perhaps, we have it in a quotation that

/tūbā/ is a tree which has its roots in the house of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and that of Ali

(a.s.), and its branches cast their shadow over the faithful(1), in which case this serves

as an allegory that all the good have their origin in pledge of and are somehow

.connected to the celestial leaders

When some short-sighted persons criticized the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as to “ Why you kiss

Fātimah Zahrā (a.s.) so much?” He (p.b.u.h.) said: “When I was taken to Paradise at the

night of Mi‘rāj, I ate from the fruit of the ‘Tūbā tree’ out of which
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Fātimah (a.s.) has been originated and appeared, and whenever I desire the scent of

.(Paradise, I smell my daughter, Fātimah”(1

The success of the unbelievers and those who are distanced from good acts is not

profound. As Hadrat Ali (a.s.) says: “There is no good in pleasures which are ensued by

(the Fire of Hell” (2

:Explanations

The sweet worldly life as well as the happy ending of the life in Hereafter will only be . 1
.procured with faith and decent righteous behaviour

Success in this world makes sense and is of value when coupled with happy ending . 2
of the life Hereafter. How happy they are and what a good happy ending awaits them.

:The verse says

Those who believe and do righteous deeds; joy is for them, and a goodly (final) “ 
.” return

****
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ِ-ي بّرَ وَهُ  لُْق  نِمَحَّْرلاِب  نَورُفُکْیَ  مْهُوَ  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  يذَِّلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  اوَُلْتتَ  مٌمَُا لِّ- آهَِلْبقَ  نِم  تْلَخَ  دْقَ  هٍَّمُا  یِف  كَانَْلسـَرْأَ  کَِلذَکـَ  ﴾ 30﴿

بِاتَمَ هِْیَلإِوَ  تُْلَّکوَتَ  هِْیلَعَ  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  لآ 

Thus did We send you among a nation before whom (other) nations have (come . “ 30
and) passed away, in order that you might recite to them whatever We have revealed

to you, whereas they reject the Beneficent (Allah). Say: ‘He is my Lord, there is no god

.” but He; on Him only I rely, and unto Him is my return

Commentary: verse 30

We have already discussed about the Divine blessings which are conferred upon the

.people who are believers and the righteous and the rewards they deserve

Now, Allah (s.w.t.) deals with the blessing of the prophetic mission bestowed on the

highly-esteemed Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), implying that as We provided the

believers and the righteous with the blessings of reward, We designated your Ummat

with the utmost blessing of your celestial prophetic mission. Some commentators

have argued that this signifies that: As We commissioned prophets for previous

nations, We thus also sent you for the nation of Islam. Your nation is not the first one.
Before this nation, there have also been other nations and tribes as well. The verse

:says

Thus did We send you among a nation before whom (other) nations have (come and) “ 
, …” passed away

The main purpose and objective of your heavenly mission is to read to them the

Qur’ān, which is Our revelation revealed to you, so as to enable them to engage in

meditation about its
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.instructive contents and topics and learn admonitions and draw lessons from them

However, the tribe of Quraysh are blasphemous about ‘Rahmān’ (the Beneficent) and

say that they know ‘Allah’, but they do not know Rahmān (The Beneficent). The

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was commanded to tell them that ‘Rahmān’ (The Beneficent) is his

Lord, the One Whom they deny and ignore, and Who is unique and peerless. The

Beneficent is his Creator and his administrator to whom he has left all his affairs to

administer, and he has made allegiance to His obedience and submit to His verdict.
And his return is towards Him and his repentance involves Him alone. The verse

:continues saying

in order that you might recite to them whatever We have revealed to you, “… 
whereas they reject the Beneficent (Allah). Say: ‘He is my Lord, there is no god but He;

.” on Him only I rely, and unto Him is my return

:Explanations

The prophetic mission of the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has occurred among the - 1
nation of Arabs, yet other verses of the Qur’ān are explicit in declaring that he is the

prophet of all nations. “And We have not sent you but to all mankind …” (Sura Sabā,
(No. 34, verse 28

The prophetic mission of the godly prophets is a Divine tradition and it is based on - 2
His grace and His blessings. And the duty which is incumbent on the prophets is

.conveying the Divine revelations and ordinances to the people

Reasons and rationale for our faith in Allah and the issues involved are: His Lordship - 3
(my Lord), His Unitarianism (there is no god but He), His provision of asylum for all (I

(. rely only on Him), and our return is to Him (unto Him is my return
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نأَ اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  سِأْْییَ  مْلَفَأَ  اًعیمِجَ  رُْملأَا  هَِّلِل  لِب  یتَوْمَْلا  هِِب  ِ-مَ  لّکُ وْأَ  ضُرْلأَا  هِِب  تْعَ  -ِ طُّق وْأَ  لُابَجِْلا  هِِب  تْرَ  -ِ یّسـُ اًناءَرُق  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 31﴿

َّنإِ هَِّللا  دُعْوَ  یَِتأْیَ  یتحَ  مْهِرِادَ  نِم  اًبیرِقَ  ُّلحُتَ  وْأَ  هٌعَرِاقَ  اوعُنَصـَ  امَِب  مهُُبیصـُِت  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُازَیَ  لاَوَ  اًعیمِجَ  سَاَّنلا  يدَهـََل  هَُّللا  ءُآشَیَ  وَْل 
دَاعَیمِْلا فُِلخُْی  هََّللا لاَ 

And if there were a Qur’ān by which the mountains were moved or the earth . “ 31
were cloven asunder with it, or the dead were made to speak thereby, (still they

would not believe). But the affair is Allah’s altogether. Have not those who believe yet

known that if Allah had willed He would certainly have guided all the people? And (as

for) those who disbelieve, there will not cause to afflict them

because of what they do a calamity, or it will alight close

.to their habitation, until Allah’s promise comes

.” Verily Allah will not fail the tryst

:The Occasion of the Revelation

Some great commentators have claimed that this holy verse has been revealed in

response to a group of pagans of Mecca who were sitting next to the door of Ka‘bah

and had sent after the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who hoping to lead them, came to them. They

said that if he wanted them to follow him, he should remove back the mountains of

Mecca by his Qur’ān so that the tight and limited land there would become vast. They

told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he considered himself no less in rank than Dawūd for

whose sake Allah had conquered the mountains; or he should conquer wind for them

as it was over dominated by Sulaymān; or he should enliven his grandfather
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Qasiy’ (the grandfather of Quraysh) because Jesus (a.s.) used to make the dead alive,‘
.and he was no less than him

At this time, the verse was revealed implying that what they said was because of their

.obstinacy and not for embracing the Faith

Commentary: verse 31

As was already mentioned in the discussion of the occasion of revelation, this verse

was revealed in response to the pagans’ pretexts which were raised owing to their

obstinacy and not for the sake of embracing the faith. They asked for performing

:extemporarily miracles from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Allah says

And if there were a Qur’ān by which the mountains were moved or the earth were “ 
cloven asunder with it, or the dead were made to speak thereby, (still they would not

. …” believe). But the affair is Allah’s altogether

.However, all of these are at His disposal and thus He does whatever He deems fit

Nevertheless, you are not seeking the truth and if you were, you could be content

.(. with the signs which have already been exposed to you by the Prophet (p.b.u.h

:Then, the Qur’ān adds

Have not those who believe yet known that if Allah had willed He would certainly “… 
? …” have guided all the people

But, He will never do so, because such a compulsory faith lacks any value and is

.devoid of all kinds of spirituality and development which man needs

Then the verse implies that the pagans are always at the stake and mercy of the

invasion from pounding calamities for their deeds, which are damaging and

devastating to them in the
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:form of the fights of the Islamic warriors. The verse continues saying

And (as for) those who disbelieve, there will not cause to afflict them because of “… 
, …” what they do a calamity

And in case that such disasters are not inflicted upon them within their houses, they

enter near their houses so as to provide lessons for them and be shaken in order to

:return to Allah. The verse says

, …” or it will alight close to their habitation “… 

And such warnings will continue ever more till the ultimate decree of Allah will be

.issued

Such an order might concern and be an allusion to death or reference to the Day of

Judgment, or, as some claim, it may be a hint to the ‘Conquest of Mecca’ which

:devastated the last bastion of the enemies. The verse adds

. …” until Allah’s promise comes “… 

Anyway, Allah’s promise is decisive and He will never break His promise or deviate

:from its conditions. The verse concludes

.” Verily Allah will not fail the tryst “… 

:Explanations

This holy verse explains the utmost climax of the hostility and obstinacy of the - 1
pagans, just like verse 111 of Sura Al-’An‘ām which says: “And even if We sent down

the angels to them, and the dead spoke to them and We mustered all things before

, …” them, (even then) they would not believe

The Qur’ān is a Book which has shaken what has been firmer than mountains and - 2
has enlivened those who have been deadlier than the mortally dead. It has
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provided life for the dead mind and souls and the stone-hearted ignorant Arab

people, and if there were a Book to be able to move mountains, and rise the dead, it is
.this same Qur’ān

One may conclude from remarks made by Imam Kāzim (a.s.) that there are clues - 2
.and secrets in the Qur’ān by which one can conquer nature

Incidentally, do not expect all to accept the Faith as hostility and obstinacy are both

inherent incurable diseases of human societies. If one is seeking after the Truth, one

miracle is more than enough for him to accept the Faith. But, if someone is obstinate,
.he may ignore even the most explicit miracle

Miracles are under Allah’s control and not to be incited on proposals and whims of - 3
obstinate people. In the meantime, Allah’s Will is toward voluntary guidance of man,

.and it is not based on their compulsion and toward forceful scrutiny

Pagans must expect strikes from Allah on their country and on their borders and - 4
the Divine warnings sometimes come to us directly and are directed toward us and

sometimes they come indirectly and are directed to others and the regions in our

neighboring. “… And (as for) those who disbelieve, there will not cause to afflict them

because of what they do a calamity, …” The pagan people are always in the course of

devastating and pounding catastrophes and extensive accidents because of their

paganism and their heinous deeds, namely wars, famine, massacre, entanglement,
etc., so that they may witness the punishment of their evil and viscous deeds and be

.therefore warned against them
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Section 5 : Messengers of Allah Were Mocked at

Point

Mockers of the truth given respite but shall be requited and brought low – The

disbelievers shall be chastised in this world as well as in the Hereafter and the

.punishment for them in the Hereafter will certainly be more grievous and lasting

بِاقَعِ نَاکَ  فَْیکَفَ  مْهُُتذْخَأَ  َّمُث  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلِل  تُْیلَْماَفَ  کَِلْبقَ  نِم  لٍسُرُِب  ئَزِهُْتسْا  دِقََلوَ  ﴾ 32﴿

And messengers before you were certainly mocked at, but I gave respite to those . “ 32
who disbelieved, then I seized them (in My Wrath); then (see) how was My

?” retribution

Commentary: verse 32

Addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), He proclaims in this verse that you are not the only

one who is confronted various requests and proposals for explicit miracles by this

pagan group and who is mocked and ridiculed by them. This matter has a long record

in the history of the prophets and many of the prophets prior to you were also

mocked and ridiculed. However, We did not punish those pagans immediately. On the

contrary, we provided them with a second chance so as to enable them to wake up

and return to the path of the truth or, at least, to be provided with a sufficient

ultimatum. For, though they are vicious and guilty, there is still room for Allah’s favor,
:grace, and wisdom. The verse says

And messengers before you were certainly mocked at, but I gave respite to those “ 
, …” who disbelieved
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Anyway, this opportunity and delay does not mean that their punishment is a

forgotten affair. Therefore, We then captured them after the expiry of the date of

their respite. And so did you note or witness as to how our punishment was? This fate

will also be the destiny awaiting your obstinate nation as well. The verse continues

:saying

?” then I seized them (in My Wrath); then (see) how was My retribution “… 

****
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نَِم رٍهِاظَِب  مأَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  مُلَْعیَ  امَِب لاَ  هَُنوُئ  -ِ بّنَُت مْأَ  مْهُوُّمسَ  لُْق  ءَآکَرَشـُ  هَِّلِل  اوُلعَجَوَ  تْبَسـَکَ  امَِب  سٍْفَن    ِ لّکُ یلَعَ  مٌِئآقَ  وَهُ  نْمَفَأَ  ﴾ 33﴿

دٍاهَ نِْم  هَُل  امَفَ  هَُّللا  لِِلضُْی  نمَوَ  لِیِبَّسلا  نِعَ  اوُّدصُوَ  مْهُرُکْمَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلِل  ِ-نَ  يّزُ لَْب  لِوْقَْلا 

Is He then Who watches every soul as to what it earns (like the idols)? And yet . “ 33
they ascribe partners to Allah. Say: ‘Name them! Do you inform Him of something

(partners) He does not know in the earth, or is it (just) a show of words?’ Rather, to

those who disbelieve their devising are made to appear fair seeming, and they are

kept back from the (right) path; and whomever Allah leaves to stray, for him there will

.” be no guide

Commentary: verse 33

?How is it that you align and consider Allah as a counterpart for the idols

The Qur’ān then returns to the issue of monotheism and paganism in this verse. It

addresses the people with this clear evidence and asks: Can one put Him on a parity?

Is He Who overlooks all and is the protector and guardian of all, and witnesses the

action of all equal with the one who lacks all the above characteristics? The verse

:says

(? …” Is He then Who watches every soul as to what it earns (like the idols “ 

To supplement His previous discussion and to present an introduction for the next

:discussion, He asserts

. …” And yet they ascribe partners to Allah “… 
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Allah provides answers for them using different methods immediately. At first He

:commands

! …” Say: ‘Name them “… 

That is, how would you consider as counterparts for Allah the Almighty, a number of

?anonymous beings which lack any title and value, and are ineffective

Secondly, as about the issue which predisposes one to ask how such partners exist

for Allah whom He is not aware of their existence despite His Omniscience. The

:Qur’ān inquires

, …” Do you inform Him of something (partners) He does not know in the earth “… 

Thirdly, the fact is that you yourselves are not confident from the bottom of your

heart that such a thing may exist, is evident from uttering the words ‘shadowy

appearance’ in which there is no correct concept implied and you have sufficed to it.
:The Qur’ān continues saying

?’ …” or is it (just) a show of words “… 

It is for this reason that these pagans call on Allah when they are caught in the hard

.entanglements of life, for they know clearly in their hearts that the idols are of no use

Fourthly, as the pagans lack a correct understanding and as they imitate and follow

.blindly their whims, they are not able to judge rationally and correctly

It is for this reason that they are misled and seduced in this manner. However, in the

view of the pagans, their lies have been decorated (and as a result of their inner

wickedness are of the opinion that their thinking is identical with reality). The verse

:says

, …” Rather, to those who disbelieve their devising are made to appear fair seeming “… 

.And they have been obstructed from Allah’s path
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And whomever Allah considers as seduced, that is, after delivering ultimatum on him,
no other one can lead him and direct him to the right path. The verse continues

:saying

;” and they are kept back from the (right) path “… 

The Divine astray’ signifies the reaction of one’s own incorrect behaviour which are‘
misleading for him, and as this trait and quality has been involved in such acts, they

:are being attributed to Allah. The verse says

.” and whomever Allah leaves to stray, for him there will be no guide “…

Incidentally, the fact that Allah is ‘the guardian of all’ denotes that He administers all

affairs, is the protector of everything, is qualified and capable for them, superintends,
records and registers everything, and whoever departs from the knowledgeable,
single, unique and protecting Allah, will be entangled in the abyss of paganism and

.polytheism

****
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قٍاوَ نِم  هَِّللا  نَِم  مهَُل  امَوَ  ُّقشَأَ  هِرَخِلأَا  بُاذَعََلوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُّل  ﴾ 34﴿

There is chastisement for them in the life of the world, and the chastisement of . “ 34
the hereafter is certainly more grievous, and for them shall not be against (the Wrath

.” of) Allah any protector

Commentary: verse 34

The Qur’ān makes allusions in this verse to the painful punishments which will face

them in this world and the hereafter. These chastisements naturally include defeats,
frustrations, misfortunes, damaging to one’s reputation and so forth. It implies that

there are punishments for them in this world, and the punishment of the hereafter is
harder and more intensive, for it is eternal, physical and spiritual, coupled with all

:kinds of discomfort. The verse says

There is chastisement for them in the life of the world, and the chastisement of the “ 
, …” hereafter is certainly more grievous

And if they think that there is any way out of these, or they contemplate on some

means of defense, they are making a grave mistake, for, nothing will protect them

:from Allah’s Wrath. The verse continues saying

.” and for them shall not be against (the Wrath of) Allah any protector “… 

****
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:Explanations

:The punishment in the Hereafter is hard, for

I. All means and devices will be cut in the Doomsday. “…and their ties (between them)
(are cut asunder.” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 166

II. Kinship will be of no use: “… there shall be no ties of relationship between them on

(that day, …” (Sura Al-Mu’minūn, No. 23, verse 101

III. No sacrifices will be accepted. A culprit is ready to sacrifice all his kin and even the

entire world: “… the guilty one would fain redeem …” (Sura Al-Ma‘ārij, No. 70, verses 11
(to 16

IV. Offering apologies is not useful: “The Day on which the excuse of the unjust shall

(not benefit (them) …” (Sura Al-Ghāfir, No. 40, verse 52

V. One’s friends mind their own business and abandon one another: “And friend shall

(not ask friend.” (Sura Al-Ma‘ārij, No. 70, verse 106

VI. It is continuous and everlasting: “Abiding therein forever, the torment shall not be

(lightened for them …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 162

VII. No alleviation would be condescended to: “… the torment shall not be lightened

(for them. …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 162

VIII. It will be both bodily and spiritual: “Taste you (this)! Verily you are Mighty, full of

(Honour!” (Sura Ad-Dukhān, 49

****
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رُاَّنلا نَیرِِفاکَْلا  یبَْقعُوَ  اوقََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  یبَْقعُ  کَْلِت  اهَُّلظِوَ  مٌِئآدَ  اهَُلکُُا  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  نَوقَُّتمُْلا  دَعِوُ  یِتَّلا  هَِّنجَْلا  لُثَمَ  ﴾ 35﴿

The likeness of the Garden (of bliss) which the pious are promised, (is such that) . “ 35
beneath it rivers flow, its fruits and its shades are everlasting. This is the End of those

.” who keep from evil, and the End of the unbelievers is the Fire

Commentary: verse 35

From among the methods of education in the Qur’ān, one can cite comparison and

evaluation among individual’s cases and the end-result of the truth and the untruth.
Therefore, as the future of the pagans was already explained in the previous verse,
the ultimate destiny of the men of virtue is being discussed in his verse so that one

can select his own way of life with a more and better understanding when comparing

.the two

Therefore, this noble verse deals with Resurrection and specifically with the blessings

:of Paradise and with the infernal punishments. At first, it says

The likeness of the Garden (of bliss) which the pious are promised, (is such that) “ 
, …” beneath it rivers flow

The second attribute relating to the Gardens of the Paradise is that their fruits are

everlasting and perennial. They are not of the sort of this world in which case the

fruits are seasonal and appear only in certain seasons, or under certain

circumstances. In this life, the fruits sometimes disappear altogether in some years

because of pestilence and for unforeseen reasons. Their shadow is also eternal. The

:verse says

. …” its fruits and its shades are everlasting “… 
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One can conclude from this sentence that the Gardens of the Paradise have no

autumn and one may conclude still further that illumination of light, or similar to it, also

.exists in Paradise in its nature

At the end of the holy verse, after recounting the three-fold characteristics of

Paradise, the Qur’ān implies: Such is the ultimate destiny of the devout and the pious,
:though the fate of the pagans is Fire and inferno. The verse says

, …” This is the End of those who keep from evil “… 

In this beautiful meaning, the blessings of Paradise have been explained in detail and

with delicacy. However, with regard to the inhabitants of Hell, He remarks in a short,
:harsh, and rough tone

.” and the End of the unbelievers is the Fire “… 

Anyway, Paradise is a compensation for one’s virtuosity and it will not be offered to

.anyone undue

The reward of the devout and self-abstaining from the worldly sins, is eternal

happiness in Hereafter. “… its fruits and its shades are everlasting.” And whatever one

can make out of the Paradise is similar and like that one, “the likeness of the Garden

(of bliss)…”. Otherwise, the Paradise is not to be comprehended fully by some limited

.beings such as us

****
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هِِب كَرِشـُْا  لآوَ  هََّللا  دَُـبعْأَ  نْأَ  تُرِْمُا  آمََّنإِ  لُْق  هُضَْعَب  رُکِنُی  نمَ  بِازَحْلأَا  نَِموَ  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِنُا  آمَِب  نَوحُرَْفیَ  بَاتـَکِْلا  مُهُانـَْیتَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 36﴿

بِأَم هِْیَلإِو  اوعُدْأَ  هِْیَلإِ 

And those people to whom We have given the Book will rejoice in what has been . “ 36
sent down to you. And of the clans are some who deny a part of it. Say: ‘Verily, I am

commanded to worship Allah and not to associate (aught) with Him. Unto Him (only) I
’.” invite (you), and unto Him is my return

Commentary: verse 36

Of course, accepting the verses is important, however, their acceptance and

.embracing of them eagerly and with joy is of more significance

The different kinds of reactions of the people as to the revelation of the verses of the

Qur’ān have been alluded to in this verse. It illustrates how the truth-seeking

individuals and the truth-loving ones embraced and submitted to whatever was

revealed to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) while the hostile and obstinate individuals

:started their opposition to it. It says

And those people to whom We have given the Book will rejoice in what has been “ 
. …” sent down to you

That is, the Truth seekers from among the Jews and the Christians and the like of

them are happy for the revelation of these verses to you, because, on the one hand,
they witness that as consonant and harmonious with the signs and symbols which

they have at their disposal, while, on the other hand, they are finding it as a source of

freedom and salvation for themselves from the vices generated by the superstitions

of
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seemingly scholars of Christian and Jewish and the like of them which have placed

them under the yoke, and thus have deprived them of the intellectual freedom and

.human development

Then the Qur’ān implies that, however, some parties negate parts of the verses which

:have been revealed to you. The verse says

. …” And of the clans are some who deny a part of it “… 

The purpose in mind of these disbelieving groups has been the population of the Jews

and of the Christians who were not submitting even to their own faith and in face of

their own celestial Book because of their tribal and religious fanaticism which had

dominated them. They were in fact some groups and parties which followed only their

.own line

It might also concern those pagans who had no specific religion or way of life. Rather,
they were groups and parties which were dispersed originally, though their opposition

.to the Qur’ān and Islam had made them united

At the end of the holy verse, He commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he must be

headless with regard to this and that one’s opposition and obstinacy. On the contrary,
he should stand in line with his original and direct path and state that he is only

commissioned by Allah to worship the only Allah and does not associate any partners

for Him; and that he calls and directs to Him and his return, and every one’s return is
:to him. The verse says

Say: ‘Verily, I am commanded to worship Allah and not to associate (aught) with “… 
’.” Him. Unto Him (only) I invite (you), and unto Him is my return

Here allusion is made to the fact that the true monotheist and real theist has no other

.lines and schedule to follow except submission to all of Allah’s commandments
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قٍاوَ لاَوَ  ٍّیِلوَ  نِم  هَِّللا  نَِم  کََلامَ  مِْلعِْلا  نَِم  كَءَآجَ  امَ  دَْعَب  مهُءَآوَهْأَ  تَْعبََّتا  نِِئَلوَ  اًّیِبرَعَ  اًمکْحُ  هُانَْلزَنأَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  ﴾ 37﴿

And thus have We sent it (the Qur’ān) (as a true) authority in the Arabic, and if you . “ 37
follow their low desires after what has come to you of knowledge, there shall not be

.” for you against Allah any guardian or a protector

Commentary: verse 37

The appointment of the prophets and the revelation of the celestial Books are the

wise Divine way of treatment. Therefore, He implies in this verse that as We sent the

people of the Book and the former prophets celestial Books, We also revealed this

Qur’ān to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) while it contains clear and obvious

:commandments. The verse says

, …” And thus have We sent it (the Qur’ān) (as a true) authority in the Arabic “ 

It is cited in the commentary of Majma‘-ul-Bayān: The reason as to why the Qur’ān

has been called commandments is that there are commandments in it as to what is
allowed and what is prohibited. And the reason why it is called Arabic is that its bearer

has been an Arab prophet. In other words, the application of the word /‘arabiyyan/,
mentioned in the verse, is a reference to the fact that the language of the Messenger

of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has been Arabic, for which reason Allah’s way of treatment has been

such that every prophet must communicate His Book through the language of his own

people and, hence, He remarks in Sura ’Ibrāhīm, No. 14, verse 4: “We sent no prophet

.” except the ones who communicated in the language of their own people
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And, in order that we know that Allah has no kinship with anyone, and even if the

prophets supposedly go a wrong way, they will be faced with the Divine punishment,
addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with a threatening and decisive tone of voice, the

Qur’ān implies that: if he follows their whims after having been briefed, he will receive

Divine punishment and no body will be able to protect and preserve him as against

:Allah’s power. The verse says

and if you follow their low desires after what has come to you of knowledge, there “… 
.” shall not be for you against Allah any guardian or a protector

Although there was certainly no probability for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to be deviant with

such a stage of chastity, knowledge and awareness, this meaning makes it clear that

Allah entertains no special relationship with any one. Even if the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
enjoys an elevated position, it is because of his submission servitude, faith, and his

.perseverance

It has been cited in the Majma‘-ul-Bayān that although this meaning is addressed to

.the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), the main objective is his followers

****
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Section 6:The Two Witnesses of the Truth

Point

An Apostle can produce a miracle only with the permission of Allah – Every nation has

a fixed term – The Mother or the Basic Book with Allah – Allah’s decision irreversible –
Sufficient with a witness of the Truth is Allah and he with whom is the knowledge of

(the Book (the Qur’ān

انَْلعَجَوَ کَِلْبقَ  لاًسُرُ مِّ-ن  انَْلسَرْأَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 38﴿

هٍیَاَِب یَِتأْیَ  نأَ  لٍوسُرَِل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  هًَّی   ِ رّذُوَ اًجاوَزْأَ  مْهَُل 

بٌاتَکِ لٍجَأَ    ِ لّکُِل هَِّللا  نِذْإِب  َّلاإِ 

And indeed We sent Messengers before you, and appointed for them wives and . “ 38
children; and it was not for any Messenger to bring a sign (miracle), but by Allah’s

.” permission. For every term there is a book prescribed

Commentary: verse 38

The appointment of the prophets is one of the Divine ways of treatment, and

performing of miracles is not achieved on request or upon the wishes of people. On

.the contrary, it occurs with Allah’s permission

Incidentally, the prophets used to live like other people and they had wives and

:children. The verse says

And indeed We sent Messengers before you, and appointed for them wives and “ 
; …” children

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “We are the children of Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and our

mother has been Fātimah (a.s.). And Allah has given none of the prophets anything

which has not been provided for Hadrat Mohammad (p.b.u.h.).” Then, he recited the

(above mentioned verse: (Bihār, vol. 24, p. 265
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And in another quotation, he (a.s.) remarks: “We are the descendents of the

(Messenger of Allah.” (Tafsīr-ul-Burhān, and ‘Ayyashī

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān declares that there is a book for everything which

Allah has ordained, therein everything is recorded like one’s life-span, death, and

other affairs each of which is subject to the time when Allah has assigned according to

:His Own discretion. The verse says

and it was not for any Messenger to bring a sign (miracle), but by Allah’s “… 
.” permission. For every term there is a book prescribed

****
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بِاتَکِْلا ُّمُا  هُدَنعِوَ  تُِبْثُیوَ  ءُآشَیَ  امَ  هَُّللا  ْاوحُمْیَ  ﴾ 39﴿

Allah effaces out whatever He pleases and He confirms (similarly), and with Him is . “ 39
.” the Mother (Basic Source) of the Book

Commentary: verse 39

The Qur’ānic sentence “Allah effaces out whatever He pleases and He confirms

(similarly)” presents a universal law which has been alluded to in the various Islamic

texts. It states that the actualization of the various beings and events in the world

:follows two stages

The stage of decisiveness within which no changes may occur, (and it has been

referred to in the verse as ‘the Mother of the Book’). The other stage or the second

stage, within which changes may occur, is referred to, here, as the effacement and

:confirmation stage. The verse says

Allah effaces out whatever He pleases and He confirms (similarly), and with Him is “ 
.” the Mother (Basic Source) of the Book

At times, these two stages are referred to as ‘the Preserved Table’ and ‘the

Effacement and Confirmation Tablet.’ It seems as though no alteration can find its

way in one of the above Tables and it is completely preserved, while the other Table is
prone to undergo changes, something may be written on it and then can be wiped out

.or something else be written instead of it

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has been quoted as saying: “There are some events which are

certain to happen while there are others which are dependent on some conditions

and circumstance with Allah, each of which He deems He precedes it and each
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of which He wills He effaces it and confirms the other, as He chooses.” (Tafsīr Burhān,
(vol. 2

Anyway, according to what is concluded from the verses of the Qur’ān and

.quotations, all pre-ordained Divine acts are of two kinds

Those matters which should be everlasting and thus their laws are also perennial - 1
like the verses which say: “My word shall not be changed, …”(1) and where it says:
“every thing has its exact measurement before Allah.(2) Or where it implies that Such

pre-determined acts are kept recorded in the preserved table: “In a guarded tablet

…”(3) and “It is a written Book,” “Those who are drawn near (to Allah) shall witness

(it.”(4

Those matters which are uncertain and their expediency depends on the people’s - 2
behaviour, such as people’s repentance from sin which is ensued by forgiveness as it
is expedient, or donation to charity which is expedient for the repulsion of calamities,
or oppression and cruelty which causes Divine punishment for the corruption which

goes with it; that is, Allah is not confined in His administration of the universe as His

infinite wisdom and His Omniscience and because of the change of conditions, He can

.introduce changes in His system of creation and laws

It goes without saying that such changes are not signs of His ignorance or

reconsideration or His regret, but they are based on His Wisdom and changes in

conditions or the end of the cycle of that matter. The Glorious Qur’ān
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:has many examples for this meaning, among which are the following

I-“… Call upon Me, I will answer you …” (Sura Qāfir, No. 40, verse 60). Man can obtain

.one’s interests with supplication calling and prayer and changes his own destiny

II- “… Allah may after that bring about reunion.” (Sura At-Talāq, No. 65, verse 1) The

Divine law is not constantly the same everywhere. Probably, Allah introduces a new

.plan with the emergence of the necessary conditions

III- “… every moment He is in a state (of glory).” (Sura Ar-Rahmān, No. 55, verse 29)
.That is, He tends to a particular task in completing His grace and blessings to people

IV- “… but when they turned aside, Allah made their hearts turn aside, …” (Sura As-
(. Saff, No. 61, verse 5

V- “And if the people of the towns had believed and kept from evil, We would have

certainly opened up for them blessings …” (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 96) Allah’s wrath

.course will be diverted by His grace and blessings

VI- “Verily Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change their own

condition. …” (Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 11) Allah does not change the destiny of any

.nation unless they alter themselves

VII- “Except him who repents and believes and does good deed; so these are they of

whom Allah changes the evil deeds to good ones; …” (Sura Al-Furqān, No. 25, verse

(. 70
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VIII- “… but if you revert (to your sins) We shall (also) revert (to Our punishment), …”
(. (Sura Al-’Isrā, No. 17, verse 8

Question: If the knowledge of Allah is identical with His Essence and it is

unchangeable, then whatever there has been in His knowledge must be executed,
.otherwise, it is identical with ignorance

Answer: Allah’s knowledge is based on the system of means and devices. That is, He

knows that if such an instrument is used it will result in a specific conclusion, and if the

other one is used such a thing will ensue; and thus His knowledge is not apart from

(the knowledge of causes and devices. (Shahīd Mutahharī

One of the criticisms, which is proposed by the Sunni people as against the Shiites, is
that they claim: The Shi‘ites regard /bidā’/ (change in an earlier divine ruling, or

heresy) for Allah, and they imagine that /bidā’/ means change in the Divine knowledge

and discovery of the offence for Allah. While what the Shi‘ites have in mind is not so

and their objective is the appearance of something which we human beings imagined

.the reverse of it before

The Arabic term /bidā’/ in creation is like ‘abrogation in law’. That is, as if we consider

by the appearance of a regulation or a verdict that it is binding and continuous, while

after sometime we notice that it has been changed. Certainly, it does not follow that

the law-maker has been regretting or he has been ignorant of it. Rather, the

circumstances have led to these changes in the law, just like a prescription which the

physician changes in accordance with the existing conditions of the sick. However, as

soon as the patient’s mood changes, the physician issues a new prescription.
Therefore, similar to the case of abrogation in the verses, which in fact is regarded
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as a kind of /bidā’/, and is accepted by all of the Islamic sects, they must also accept

/bidā’/ in this very stated sense. Thus, /bidā’/ signifies our ignorance and not of Allah’s
.ignorance

’/: Some Examples of /bidā

We thought that when Allah ordered Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) to decapitate his son, He - 1
wanted Ishmael (a.s.) to be killed and his blood be shed on the earth. But, it was later

revealed that the Divine Will had been to put the father to the test and not to kill the

.son

Concerning the issue of Allah’s having a date with Hadrat Mūsā (a.s.), we thought - 2
that the course of supplication and talking to Allah would take 30 nights: “And made an

appointment with Moses for thirty nights, …”,(1) however, we found later that the

course has been for forty nights from the beginning. At first 30 nights and later 10
.nights were added

We thought that the qiblah of the Muslims has been Bayt-ul-Muqaddas forever. - 3
However, the verses clarified for us the change of qiblah, telling us that our constant

.qiblah has been Ka‘bah

When the signs of Allah’s wrath appeared, even Hadrat Yūnus (a.s.) became - 4
confident that the Divine punishment was certain to come and that his infidel nation

would perish. Thus, he went out from among the people, but the people accepted the

(? faith and Allah’s wrath was removed: “… except the people of Jonah (Yūnus
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(When they believed, We removed from them the penalty…”(1

Anyway, the meaning of /bidā’/ is not Allah’s ignorance and changing of His

knowledge, for Allah knew from the beginning that the blood of Ishmael would not be

shed; or the course of Moses’ supplication and talking to Allah would last for forty

nights; the qiblah of the Muslims would be Ka‘bah; and the nation of Yūnus would

deserve being saved. However, the apparent picture of the commandments and

events were such that man had a different thought. Thus, no change has occurred in
.the Divine knowledge and it is we whose view has undergone changes

In this stated sense /bidā’/ has got numerous educational implications, among which is
that man is hopeful for changes of conditions till the last minutes of his life. The spirit

of trust enlivens in him and he will not fall into the trap of outward aspects. Thus

man’s faith in the invisible world and Allah’s power may increase; and by way of

repentance, donations and prayers, he seeks to change the course of accidents and

.the Divine wrath

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has remarked: “Allah has pledged faith in /bidā’/ accompanied with

Unity from all prophets.” In another tradition, we are advised that whoever thinks that

a new problem has been clarified for Allah which He did not know already, we should

.(try to avoid him(2

:Explanations

Allah has open hands for changes in the system of creation and divine religion: - 1
 …” “Allah effaces out whatever He pleases
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Allah has not left the creation process to itself. “Allah effaces out whatever He - 2
( …” pleases and He confirms (similarly

The obliteration or reconfirmation of the laws, which govern the universe, are in His - 3
.Own hands

The effacement and the confirmation of the laws done by Allah are based on His - 4
.” Knowledge and Wisdom. “…and with Him is the Mother (Basic source) of the Book

.The world of creation has a registry book in which all events are recorded - 5

:Some Traditions

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) has been quoted as having asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) - 1
with regard to the above verse, and he (p.b.u.h.) said: “I illuminate your eyes with the

interpretation of this verse and I also illuminate the eye of my Ummah after me by its

interrelation: Charity given in its proper place, and kindness to one’s parents and

achieving any other good deeds, done in a correct manner, convert unhappiness into

(happiness, and prolong one’s life, and prevent dangers.” (Al-Mīzān, vol. 11, p. 419

Allusion is made here to the fact that happiness or wretchedness is not an

unavoidable matter. Even if man has done certain jobs which align him along the line

of the wretched ones, he can still change his position and his destiny by turning to

good things, especially helping and serving the people, since the room for these

’! affairs is ‘the Table of effacement and confirmation’ and not ‘the Mother of the Book

:Imam Ali-Ibn-il-Hussayn, Zany-ul-‘Ābidīn (a.s.) has also been quoted as saying
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If there were not one verse in the Qur’ān, I would foretell for you all the events of the“
past and the future until the Day of Resurrection.” The one quoting the tradition says

he asked which verse he (a.s.) meant. He answered: “Allah said: ‘Allah effaces out

whatever He pleases and He confirms (similarly), and with Him is the Mother (Basic

’.” Source) of the Book

This tradition provides the reason that at least a part of the knowledge of the great

leaders of the religion, regarding the different events, concerns ‘the Table of

effacement and confirmation’, and ‘the Preserved Table’, with all its traits, is peculiar

to Allah, and He instructs only those parts of it that He deems worthy to those special

.servants whom He considers as suitable

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has been quoted as saying: “Some events are certain to happen - 2
and they do become realized. And there are some other events which are depended

on conditions and are conditional before Allah; whichever He deems fit, He will give it
the priority and whichever He pleases, He will efface out, and whichever He pleases,

(He will confirm.” (Al-Mīzān, vol. 11, p. 419

:Therefore, we have it in a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said

Allah, Almighty and Glorious, sent no prophets except that He took these three“
pledges from him: Confession as to be subservient and subject to Allah; negation of all

kinds of paganism; and the acceptance of this creed that Allah gives priority to

whatever He pleases and delays whatever He pleases.” (’Usūl-i-Kāfī, vol. 1, p. 114 and

(Safīnat-ul-Bihār, vol. 1, p. 61

In fact, the first testament is concerned with obedience and submission to Allah, and

the second one relates to the campaign against the paganism, and the third one

relates to the
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subject of /bidā’/, the result of which is that man’s destiny is in his own hands and by

.changing the conditions, he can be covered by Allah’s favor or by His punishment

Finally, the Shi‘ite scholars, basing their argument on the above, are of the opinion

that when /bidā’/ is attributed to Allah, it may be rendered as /’ibdā’/, that is, the

appearance of something which was not apparent formerly and what would not be

.predicted

As for attributing this matter to the Shi‘ites, that they believe that Allah sometimes

regrets His Own acts or becomes aware about what He did not know already, is of the

.greatest crimes and is of the most unforgiving accusations

Therefore, some of the Imams have been quoted as saying: “He who believes that

something will be revealed and exposed to Allah today which He was not aware of

yesterday, then such a person must be abhorred and detested.” (Safīnat-ul-Bihār,
(vol.1, p. 61

****
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بُاسَحِْلا انَْیلَعَوَ  غُلابَْلا  کَْیلَعَ  امََّنإِفَ  کََّنیََّفوَتََن  وْأَ  مْهُدُعَِن  يذَِّلا  ضَْعَب  کََّنیَرُِن  اَّم  نإِو  ﴾ 40﴿

And We will either let you see part of what We promise them or cause you to die, . “ 40
for your duty is only to make (the Message) reach them, while (calling them) to

.” account is on Us

Commentary: verse 40

One must conclude of all that what is being observed of Allah’s favour on the Muslims

and the Divine punishment over the pagans is only some partial actualization of the

.Divine promises

Even the death of such individuals as the dear Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) cannot

hinder the actualization of the Divine promises which will be realized at the time when

.predicted

Therefore, in this verse, concerning the divine penalties which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
was promising and they were expecting them and even they criticized as to why his

promises were not fulfilled, He says to him: And if parts of what We have promised

them would be shown to you in your life-time as of your victory and of their defeat as

well as ‘the liberation of your followers and the capture of their followers’ or We

would make you pass away before such promises are materialized, under all such

circumstances your duty and mission has been to convey your prophetic mission’s
:message and the settlement of accounts with them is on Us. The verse says

And We will either let you see part of what We promise them or cause you to die, for “ 
your duty is only to make (the
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.” Message) reach them, while (calling them) to account is on Us

In the meantime, one concludes from this verse that Islam will dominate all other

religions, and within the Prophet’s lifetime and after his death, the roots of paganism

.will be eradicated

And this meaning is reconfirmed by verse 33 of the Sura At-Taubah which says: “He it
is Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of Truth, that He may

.” prevail it over all religions, though the polytheists may detest it

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “This process goes on at the time of Hadrat-i-Mahdī (a.j.) when

no one will remain on the earth unless he confesses to the prophetic mission of

(Mohammad (p.b.u.h.).” (Tafsīr-i-Majma‘-ul-Bayān and Burhān

****
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بِاسَحِْلا عُیرِسَ  وَهُوَ  هِمِکْحُِل  ِ-بَ  قّعَُم مُکُحْیَ لاَ  هَُّللاوَ  اهَِفارَطْأَ  نِْم  اهَصُقُنَن  ضَرْلأَا  یِتأَْن  اَّنأَ  اوْرَیَ  مَْلوَأَ  ﴾ 41﴿

Do they not see that We come unto the earth and reduce it from its sides? And . “ 41
(were) Allah commands, there is no reverser for His command, and He is swift in

.” reckoning

Commentary: verse 41

We read in various Islamic quotations that the objective of reducing the sides of the

(earth means the loss of lives of the great scholars. (Tafsīr Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

One must take lessons from the history and the ultimate end of the life of the

predecessors, and thus not to be skeptic about the promises and the testaments of

.Allah

The termination of governments and personalities depend on the Divine Will, and the

:theocracy and the commands of Allah are not vulnerable. The verse says

Do they not see that We come unto the earth and reduce it from its sides? And “ 
, …” (were) Allah commands, there is no reverser for His command

Incidentally, it is clear that the meaning of ‘the earth’ in here is the inhabitants of the

earth. That is: ‘Do they not notice the reality that the tribes, civilizations, and

governments are constantly falling and are being annihilated?’ And this provides a

warning to all people, including the good and the evil, even in cases of the scholars

and the learned men of human communities in which once a member of them dies,
the entire world may sometimes suffer from shortcomings, which case is self-

.explanatory and shaking
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Then the holy verse implies that the administration and the issuing of decrees are His

Own monopolies and no one else is in a position to reject those commands or obstruct

:His decrees, and He is fast in setting accounts. The verse says

.” and He is swift in reckoning “… 

****
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رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ  نْمَِل  رُاَّفکُْلا  مُلَْعیَسَوَ  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  بُسِکْتَ  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  اًعیمِجَ  رُکْمَْلا  هَِّلِلفَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  رَکَمَ  دْقَوَ  ﴾ 42﴿

And indeed those before them devised, but the devising altogether is Allah’s; He . “ 42
knows what every soul earns, and the unbelievers soon will know for whom is the

.” Ultimate abode

Commentary: verse 42

The Qur’ān closes ranks with whatever is other than Allah in order to enable all to

concentrate on Him and on Him alone, despairing from others. For instance, it says:
“… Verily the glory is wholly Allah’s, …”(1) Once you appeal to others for the sake of

acquiring prestige and good reputation, beware that all prestige and honour is for Him

alone. Elsewhere, the Holy Qur’ān says: “… that the Power is wholly Allah’s, …” (2) All

powers are His. And in this verse, it says: “but the devising altogether is Allah’s”, in

.order that man would not tend to others for obtaining prestige, power, and politics

One of the best examples of Allah’s devising is His offering of a respite to the deviants

in such a manner that they feel that they are on the right track. However, Allah has

repeatedly said in the Qur’ān that the pagans must not think that their respite

signifies Allah’s love unto them. On the contrary, He respites them to fill their pot to

.the fullest
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Anyway, the pagans who were before them, played tricks on the believers, mixing

.their paganism with tricks and they did all this to refute the prophets

As Allah obliterated all their tricks, He will do the same with this lot as well. The verse

:says

; …” And indeed those before them devised, but the devising altogether is Allah’s “ 

Therefore, Allah returns their tricks to themselves and He will provide clear evidences

for His servants. No one’s traits are hidden from Allah whether they are good or bad,
:as he is knowledgeable unto all that there is to be known. The verse continues saying

, …” He knows what every soul earns “… 

That is, Allah is aware of all tricks which are played on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and he

.obliterates them all, revealing His religion

Here, Allah threatens them by saying that they will soon learn as whose will be the

Paradise. And this happens when the believers will enter the Paradise and the pagans

will be sent into Hell. That is, the pagans will realize whether the ultimate happy

ending is yours or theirs, which case reveals when Allah makes His religion manifest.
:The verse continues saying

.” and the unbelievers soon will know for whom is the Ultimate abode “… 

****
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بِاتَکِْلا مُْلعِ  هُدَنعِ  نْمَوَ  مْکُنَْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  اًدیهِشَ  هَِّللاِب  یفَکَ  لُْق  لاًسَرُْم  تَسَْل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُوقُیَوَ  ﴾ 43﴿

And those who disbelieve say: ‘You are not a messenger’. Say: Allah is sufficient . “ 43
.” as a witness between me and you and he with whom is the knowledge of the Book

Commentary: verse 43

We read in the first verse of this Sura that whatever is revealed to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is identical with the Truth, though most people disbelieve it. We also read in
this last verse of the Sura that the pagans refute the prophetic mission of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). This indicates to the climax of the obstinacy and hostility of the seduced

people as against the Divine Messenger and his words of truth. Therefore, it implies in
this noble verse that they use a new pretext everyday, and they demand a new

:miracle, and eventually they claim that he is not a prophet. The verse says

And those who disbelieve say: ‘You are not a “ 

’. …” messenger

Addressing them he should answer them: It was sufficient for them that two persons

bear witness between them and him, one of whom was ‘Allah’ and the other one

consists of those who have a full command of the knowledge of the Book, of the

.Qur’ān

Both parties are aware that I am His messenger: Allah as well as those who are

:knowledgeable about this Book, that is the Qur’ān. The verse says
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Say: ‘Allah is sufficient as a witness between me and you and he with whom is the “… 
’.” knowledge of the Book

And this further stresses once again the miraculous nature of the Qur’ān in its

.different aspects

As for the sentence “… and he with whom is the knowledge of the Book”, we have got

the news which are in proximity of sequential order that the objective in mind is Amīr-
ul-Mu’mineen, and in some, that the objective in mind is the Immaculate Imams.
However, these quotations do not confirm a monopoly and as we have repeatedly

said allusions to cases are made to perfect example or examples, and we claim that if
the objective in mind is the glorious Qur’ān, no one else is knowledgeable as to the

apparent and the hidden and as to the interpretations of the Qur’ān, having monopoly

in such cases except the household of the prophet. As He declares: “… none knows its

(hidden) interpretation except Allah and those firmly rooted in knowledge. …” (Sura Al-
(i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 7

Abū Sa‘īd Khidary says: “I asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) about: the Qur’ānic phrase: ‘said

he with whom was knowledge from the Book’, (which is found in the story of

Solomon). He answered: ‘He was the inheritor of my brother Solomon and replaced

him.’ I inquired: ‘Whom is it (the above verse) talking about and to whom allusions are

being made?’ He answered: ‘He is my brother Ali Ibn Abi Tālib (a.s.)’.” (Al-Mīzān) The

author of Atyab-ul-Bayān claims that we may say the objective in mind of ‘the

knowledge of the Book’ is the greatest Name of Allah, of which ’Asif-Ibn-Barkhyā the

inheritor of Hadrat Sulaymān, only knew a faction and not more. And Amir-ul-
Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.), as well as other Immaculate Imams (a.s.), knew all in its entirety

except what was kept by Allah for Himself. Some Islamic traditions denote
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that the relationship of the Qur’ānic phrase /min-al-kitāb/ to /‘ilm-ul-kitāb/ is just like a
drop with respect to a green sea. Certainly, when one of the companions of Hadrat

Sulaymān, who had some partial knowledge of the Book, could at a glance revoke the

throne of the queen of Saba before him, how mighty one might be if he possesses all

!the knowledge of that Book

According to the quotations, as we said, the objective in mind about whom he has the

.(. knowledge of the entire Book is Hadrat Ali (a.s.) and Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s

For further information about these quotations refer to Tafsīr Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn,
.Tafsīr Burhān, Tafsīr Sāfī, and Tafsīr Kanz-ud-Daqā’iq

****

O’ Allah! Open the gates of your blessings to us and provide us with the knowledge of

the Book, and engage our souls with the light of the Qur’ān and provide our thoughts

with such potentialities that we do not refer to other than You and not to regard

.anything as supreme once faced with Your Will. Amin

.The End Of Sura Ar-Ra‘d
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مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura ’Ibrāhīm (Abraham) No. 14

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 7 sections 52

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

The Content of Sura ’Ibrāhīm

This holy Sura contains 52 verses which were revealed in Mecca, except the verses 28
.and 29 that are about those killed in the Badre campaign and are revealed in Medina

There are some matters in this Sura relating to the prophetic missions of the

prophets, their admonitions, their tidings as well as the prayers of Hadrat-i-’Ibrāhīm

(a.s.). According to the commendation of quotations, reading this Sura has got

blessings attached to it, among which one may name being secure and feeling of

.security from disasters, poverty and insanity

This Sura, owing to its discussion about Hadrat-i-’Ibrāhīm (a.s.), has been named as

‘Sura ’Ibrāhīm’, and like its preceding Suras, such as: Yūnus, Hūd, and Yūsuf, it begins

with Alif. Lām. Rā. The first verses of these holy Suras deal with the characteristics of

 . the Qur’ān

****
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In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Part 14, Sura ’Ibāhīm (Abraham), No. 14

Point

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 7 sections 52

Section 1: Qur’ān Revealed to Lead Mankind to Light

Point

The Qur’ān was revealed to take out mankind from Darkness and to lead them to

Light – Those who prefer this world to the Hereafter are astray – Apostles of Allah

were sent to preach the truth in the language of the people to whom they were sent –
.The ministry of Moses and his guidance to the Children of Israel referred to

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

دِیمِحَْلا زِیزِعَْلا  طِارَصِ  یَلإِ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ نِذْإِب  رِوُّنلا  یَلإِ  تِامَُلُّظلا  نَِم  سَاَّنلا  جَرِخُْتِل  کَْیَلإِ  هُانَْلزَنأَ  بٌاتَکِ  رلا  ﴾ 1﴿

Alif, ‘A’ Lam, ‘L’ Ra, ‘R’. (This is) a Book which We have sent down to you so that, by . “ 1
their Lord’s permission, you lead out the people from the darkness (of ignorance) into

(.” the light (of faith), into the way of the Mighty, the Praised (One
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Commentary: verse 1

Similar to some of other suras of the Qur’ān, this Sura begins with the abbreviated

letters. What is worth mentioning here is that out of 29 Suras, which begin with

abbreviated letters, in 24 of them the words next to them are about the Glorious

Qur’ān. This indicates that there is a connection between these two, i.e. the

abbreviated letters and the Qur’ān the Lord is perhaps seeking to exhibit that this

great celestial Book, with such great meaningful content, that tops in the leadership of

all human beings, begins with simple letters of the alphabet, which by itself is a sign of

.the significance of this Divine miracle

:Anyway, after the mention of the letters Alif, Lam, Ra, He says

This is) a Book which We have sent down to you so that, by their Lord’s permission, “)
(, …” you lead out the people from the darkness (of ignorance) into the light (of faith

In fact, all the educational objectives, as well as spiritual and material aims of the

revelation of the Holy Qur’ān are condensed in this single sentence: ‘leading the

people from the darkness to the light’, which means directing them towards

enlightenment from the state of utter darkness; or directing the people from the state

of darkness of paganism towards the state of illumination of faith; from the state of

the darkness of oppression and tyranny towards the state of the enlightenment of

justice; from the state of corruption and injustice into the state of righteousness and

justice; from sin to piety and virtuosity, and finally from the state of disunity and

.dispersion into the state of unify

As the source of all good is the Pure Essence of Allah, and the main pre-condition of

understanding of monotheism is
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focusing on this very reality, the Qur’ān adds immediately that all of these are

achieved in accordance with the permission of people’s Lord: “… by their Lord’s
, …” permission

To clarify the issue further for the direction towards enlightenment, the Qur’ān

implies that this enlightenment of faith is in the path of the Lord, the Dear and the

Praised One. The Lord Whose Glory is a sign of His Power; and His Praised state is a
:sign of His unlimited favours and blessings. The verse says

(.” into the way of the Mighty, the Praised (One “… 

:Explanations

To bring people out of darkness into the light has been repeated several times in - 1
the Qur’ān. At times, this act is attributed to Allah: “… Allah is the Guardian of those

who have faith; He brings them out of the darkness into the light; …” (Sura Al-
(Baqarah, No. 2, verse 257

Sometimes, this is attributed to the prophets: “… ‘Bring forth your people from the

(. darkness into the light …” (The current Sura, verse 5

.At other times, it is attributed to the Book, like the verse under discussion

Using metaphors of profanity, disunity, ignorance and skepticism as well as - 2
paganism, described as “darkness”, is for the sake that man in these cases is amazed,

.like the time when he is in darkness

Light is the means for seeing, awakening, movement, guidance and development, - 3
.as they are all included in the celestial Book and the way of Allah

The Qur’ān is not adequate in itself; the Divine leader is also necessary for guiding - 4
.the people as well
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The philosophy underlying the revelation of the celestial Books, and the prophetic - 5
mission of the prophets are concerned with the salvation of mankind from the

darknesses: from the darkness of ignorance into the light of knowledge; from the

darkness of profanity into the light of faith; from the darkness of disparity into the

.light of unity, and finally from the darkness of sin into the light of virtue

****
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دٍیدِشَ بٍاذَعَ  نِْم  نَیرِِفاکَْل  لٌْیوَوَ لِّ- ضِرْلأَا  یِف  امَوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  هَُل  يذَِّلا  هَِّللا  ﴾ 2﴿

Allah, unto Whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, . “ 2
.” and woe to the unbelievers for severe chastisement

Commentary: verse 2

In this verse, a lesson on monotheism is discussed as a way of introducing Allah,
:where He says

,Allah, unto Whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth “ 
…”

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān attracts the attentions, to the issue of

Resurrection, after concentration on the original cause of the universe, it implies: woe

unto the disbelievers for whom awaits the severe chastisement of the Doomsday.
:The verse continues saying

.” and woe to the unbelievers for severe chastisement “… 

****
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دٍیعَِب لٍلاضَ  یِف  کَِئَلوُْا  اًجوَعِ  اهََنوغُْبیَوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  نَوُّدصُیَوَ  هِرَخِلأَا  یلَعَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  نَوُّبحِتَسْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 3﴿

Those who prefer the life of the world to the Hereafter, and hinder (others) from . “ 3
.” the path of Allah, and seek to make it crooked. They are in far error

Commentary: verse 3

To enjoy oneself in this world is permissible, but to prefer this world to the next is a
dangerous thing, for ones adherence to this world, necessarily obstructs him from his

worship, spending out of belongings, participating in the Holy War, obtaining the

allowed profits, truthfulness, and the performance of religious duties. And, eventually,
seeking of worldly pleasures paves the way for paganism and is leading a campaign

.against religion which consequences aberration

Therefore, the Qur’ān tends to introduce the pagans in this verse, and it makes their

position quite transparent by mentioning three parts of their characteristics so that

:everybody can recognize them at first sight. At first, it says

Those who prefer the life of the world to the“

, …” Hereafter

And they sacrifice every thing even their faith and the truth in face of the mean

interests, passions, and their low desires. Then the Qur’ān implies that they are not

even content with this, but, in addition to their own seduction, they seek to seduce

others as well. They stand in the way of the people in order to obstruct them from the

.path of Allah. Or they even tend to introduce changes in it as well
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In fact, their job is to decorate the low desires and persuade the people to commit

sins, frightening them of being honest and pure, while seeking to bring others in line

with themselves. Through adding superstitions and all kinds of distortions to it as well

as creating dirty and ugly traditions, they try to achieve their objectives. The verse

:says

. …” and hinder (others) from the path of Allah, and seek to make it crooked “… 

It is obvious that such people distance themselves from the true path in an extensive

manner with such qualifications and overt behaviour. Such a state of being misled

which makes it an impossibility for them to return to the point of the truth because of

its remote distance. However all such conditions and states of mind are the product of

:their own behaviour. The verse says

.” They are in far error “… 

Incidentally, one must know that obstruction of Allah’s path is not confined to one or

two cases. On the contrary, inappropriate propaganda, overt committing of sins,
spread of the methods of corruption and of ways of negligence, inciting of skepticism,
creating and spreading the means of discord, and spreading of seducing films and

publications, misrepresenting the religion of the truth, introducing the wrong kind of

people as the identification religious figures, are all among tens of examples of the

.obstruction of Allah’s path

****
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مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  يدِهْیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  هَُّللا  ُّلضُِیفَ  مْهَُل  ِ-نَ  یّبَُیِل هِِموْقَ  نِاسَِلِب  َّلاإِ  لٍوسَُّر  نِم  انَْلسَرْأَ  آمَوَ  ﴾ 4﴿

And We never sent a messenger except with the language of his people, so that he . “ 4
might explain (Our Message) to them clearly; then Allah leads astray whom He

.” pleases and guides whom He pleases, and He is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 4

The object in mind as of /lisān-i-qaum/ in this verse is not confined only to the

language of the people, for it sometimes happens that a speaker speaks in the

.language of a people though they might not understand him properly

As Allah remarks in other verses: “So We have made it (the Qur’ān) easy in your

tongue …” (Maryam, No. 19, verse 97) Hadrat-i-Mūsā also asks Allah to release his

tongue in such a manner that the people understand his words: “And loose a knot

from my tongue,” “(That) they may understand my saying.” (Sura TāHā, No. 20, verses

(27-28

:The verse under discussion says

And We never sent a messenger except with the language of his people, so that he “ 
; …” might explain (Our Message) to them clearly

In the meantime, the purpose of “Allah leads astray” is depriving of obstinate people

from His grace. Otherwise if Allah wanted to mislead any one directly, He would

neither send any Books, nor would He send any prophet. In other verses we read that

Allah misleads the unjust, transgressors, and the lavish persons. That is, man

deprives himself from the
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divine guidance and paves the way for his own seduction by committing sins and acts

.of tyranny

Some commentators have claimed that the subject of /yašā’/ is the people and not

Allah. That is, Allah misleads him who wishes himself to be misled and leads the one

:whom he wishes to be led. The verse says

then Allah leads astray whom He pleases and guides whom He pleases, and He is “… 
.” the Mighty, the Wise

He is Omnipotent under all circumstances and as a result of His Glory and Power

though He will not mislead any one for no reason as a consequence of His wisdom.
However, the first steps are voluntarily taken with their utmost freedom by the

servants on the path of Allah (s.w.t.) and then the enlightening rays of guidance are

.cast and the grace of Allah covers them in their hearts

Those who have alienated themselves from eligibility of meriting Allah’s approbation

because of their obstinacy and fanaticism, and their hostility against the truth and as

a consequence of being immersed in the abyss of their passion or tyranny, are

.deprived from the favour of guidance and are lost in utter darkness

As it can be seen, the origin and the source of guidance and seduction lay in our own

.hands

Incidentally, one must keep in mind that the propagation of the truth by the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), which has been done in the language of his local people, is not incompatible

with the cosmopolitan and universal nature of the religion. For, the content of the text

or message does not have any particular medium of expression, and, on the

recommendation of the Qur’ān, some groups must learn religious matters, whether

.by going on exodus or by giving up their special favours so as they can teach others
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رٍاَّبصـَ   ِ لّکُِل تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هَِّللا  مِاَّیاَِب  مهُرْ  -ِ كّذَوَ رِوُّنلا  یَلإِ  تِامَُلُّظلا  نَِم  کَمـَوْقَ  جْرِخْأَ  نْأَ  آنـَِتایَاَِب  یسـَوُم  انَْلسـَرْأَ  دْقـََلوَ  ﴾ 5﴿

رٍوکُشَ

And indeed We sent Moses with Our Signs (saying): ‘Bring forth your people from . “ 5
the darkness into the light and remind them of the days of Allah. Verily there are signs

(’.” in this for every patient, grateful (one

Commentary: verse 5

Allah is alluding in this noble verse to one of the samples of the sending of the

prophets as against their contemporary despots for getting them out of the darkness

:and directing them to light. He says

And indeed We sent Moses with Our Signs (saying): ‘Bring forth your people from the “ 
…” darkness into the light

:Then, referring to one of the great missions of Moses (a.s.), it remarks

. ...” and remind them of the days of Allah “... 

.The days of Allah” are all those days which stand prominent in the history of mankind“

Each day which marks the beginning of a new chapter and provides an instructive

lesson for man and has witnessed the emergence or the uprising of a prophet or has

witnessed the downfall of an unruly despot or pharaoh, is considered as “the day of

Allah”. In short, on every day when one witnesses that justice is being achieved and

an injustice or any innovation has been wiped out, all such days are among the days

.of Allah

A tradition quoted from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) indicates that he remarked: “The days of

Allah refer to: the day on which the
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uprising of the promised Mahdī (a.s.) takes place, and to the day of Return to life, as

.” well as the Resurrection day

At the end of the verse the Qur’ān remarks that: in these words and throughout all the

days of Allah there are sings for each man and for every persevering, resisting and

:grateful individual. The verse says

(’.” Verily there are signs in this for every patient, grateful (one “… 

Therefore, the faithful people will neither lose their way when they are having a hard

time so that they submit to the events, nor do they become arrogant and negligent

during the days of victory and affluence. All they often do is that they constantly show

.their gratitude towards Allah

:Explanations

Concentration on history leads to and paves the way for one’s patience and - 1
gratitude. The remembrance of the catastrophes and of the past bitter events and

their removal, makes man grateful and thankful, and once his attention is focused on

the resistance of the nations and on their eventual victory, this invites man to

.patience and perseverance

(. Verily there are signs in this for every patient, grateful (one “… 

All days are the days of Allah (s.w.t.), though the day of the glorification of Allah’s - 2
power is a different matter. (The glorification of His Power is seen through His

punishment over the pagans, and the glorification of His favor over the believers is

(. regarded as the days of Allah

****
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مْکُءَآنـَْبأَ نَوحُ  -ِ بّذَُـیوَ بِاذَعـَْلا  ءَوسُ  مْکَُنوُموسُیَ  نَوْعـَرِْف  لِاءَ  نِْم  مکُاجـَنأَ  ذْإِ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هَِّللا  هَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا  هِِموْقـَِل  یسـَوُم  لَاقـَ  ذْإِو  ﴾ 6﴿

مٌیظِعَ مْکُ  -ِ بَّّر نِم  ءٌلآَب  مکُِلذَ  یِفوَ  مْکُءَآسَِن  نَوُیحْتَسْیَوَ 

And (remember) when Moses said to his people: ‘Remember Allah’s favour to you . “ 6
when He delivered you from Pharaoh’s people. They afflicted you with evil

chastisement, slaughtering your sons, and sparing your women; and in this was a

.” great trial from your Lord

Commentary: verse 6

He alludes to one of those Divine days, in this verse, and to those eventful and

illuminated days which existed in the history of the Children of Israel, and the

mentioning of which provides an appropriate admonition for the Muslims. The Qur’ān,
addressing them, implies that you should remember the time when Mūsā told his own

nation that they would remember Allah’s blessings and favor at the time when He

liberated you from the hands of the Pharaoh’s people. Verily they were punishing you

and inflicting the worst kind of chastisement on you, used to decapitate your sons

before you and used to keep your wives alive for the sake of service to them. The

:verse says

And (remember) when Moses said to his people: ‘Remember Allah’s favour to you “ 
when He delivered you from Pharaoh’s people. They afflicted you with evil

; …” chastisement, slaughtering your sons, and sparing your women
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Such has been the case with every colonizing power throughout history that it has

always sought to destroy and perish parts of the aggressive, active and resisting

powers, or to render useless other sections of such powers, and finally, to weaken

other segments so as to utilize them for the sake of and in line with their own

:interests. The verse continues saying

.” and in this was a great trial from your Lord “… 

Incidentally, such trial and test has not been the case only in connection with the

Children of Israel, but it has also been the case with all the nations as well that the day

of their liberation and independence from the hands of the despots, has been always

.remembered as the Divine days

****
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Section 2:Moses’ Exhortation

Point

Moses exhorts his people to accept the truth – The exhortations of the other apostles

of Allah were first rejected – People demanding miracles from the apostles – The

disbelievers’ attachment to the false belief and the wrong conduct of their ancestors

دٌیدِشََل یِباذَعَ  َّنإِ  مُْترْفَکَ  نِئَلوَ  مْکَُّندَیزِلأَ  مُْترْکَشَ  نِئَل  مْکُُّبرَ  نََّذاَتَ  ذْإِوَ  ﴾ 7﴿

And (remember) when your Lord declared: ‘If you be thankful I will certainly . “ 7
increase you (your blessings) and if you be ungrateful, verily My chastisement is

’.” indeed severe

Commentary: verse 7

Allah announces that if you are grateful for My favours, I shall augment your favors

and if you deny them, My punishment covers all those who are ungrateful and deny

:them. It says

And (remember) when your Lord declared: ‘If you be thankful I will certainly increase “ 
you (your blessings) and if you be ungrateful, verily My chastisement is indeed

’.” severe

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has remarked: “Whoever was given a favor and by his heart made

confessions as to having that and thanked Allah with his speech, praising Him, no later

would he have finished uttering his words than Allah would have commanded that his

.” blessings be augmented

This verse is the most important and the most explicit verse of the Qur’ān in regard to

thankfulness due to divine blessings or being ingratitude to them, which has been
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discussed after the verse concerning the blessings of freedom and the formation of

the Divine government under the leadership of Hadrat-i-Mūsā. This is the secret as to

the fact that the Divine government and the godly leaders are the supreme blessings

for mankind, and if thanksgiving is not performed for them, Allah will inflict a severe

.punishment on those who are not grateful

:There are various stages for thanksgiving

.A- Cordial thankfulness, in which case, man regards all the blessings from Allah

B- Verbal thankfulness consists of uttering the words such as: “ (All) praise belongs to

.” Allah

C- Practical gratitude, which comes about as a result of performing religious rituals

and spending one’s time along side gaining Allah’s satisfaction and in the service of

.people

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “Avoiding sins is (a knid of) being grateful for the favours.” And

he also said: “Thanking for Allah’s blessing is done once a person regards all blessings

as originated from the part of Allah (and not from his own intelligence, wisdom,
reasoning and one’s own struggle or that of other people’s), and that he is content

with what Allah has given him, and does not use Allah’s blessings as a means of

committing sins, he is really thankful to Allah. Real gratitude consists of the utilization

Allah’s blessings for Allah’s ends.” (’Usūl-i-Kāfī, section: Thanks giving). Thankfulness

.for the Divine blessings is very tiny and unmentionable

Some Islamic traditions indicate that Allah revealed to Moses: “Thank Me as it is My

due!” Moses answered: “It is an impossible act, for each word of thanks requires

another word of thanks.” The revelation came: “Your confession as to the fact that

you are aware that whatever exists has its origin in Me, is the best way of thanking

(Me. (’Usūl-i-Kāfī, vol. 4, p 8
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Incidentally, if we use Allah’s blessings in ways other than the path of Allah, we have

practiced the act of ingratitude and paved the ground for disbelief and deserve

:chastisement. The verse says

’.” and if you be ungrateful, verily My chastisement is indeed severe “… 

:Several Traditions Concerning Gratitude

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) once said: “Continue (the act of) thanksgiving so as - 1
(your favour becomes continuous. (Jāmi‘-i-’Ahādīth-ush-Shī‘ah, vol. 13, p. 545

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “There are three things with which provide no harm: praying - 2
when one is in difficulty, asking for forgiveness when one is sinning, and showing

(gratitude when one is affluent.” (Bihār, vol. 75, p. 365

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) also said: “The gratitude for the blessings is avoiding the - 3
prohibitions, and the totality of thankfulness is that one says: ‘(All) praise is (only)

(Allah’s, the Lord of the Worlds’.” (Kāfī, vol. 3, p. 95

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “Thanking for the blessing causes it to be - 4
preserved from alteration and guarantees its sustenance.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 2, p.

(159

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “The result of showing gratitude is the - 5
(multiplication of the favours.” (Nāsikh-ut-Tawārīkh, vol. 6, p. 145

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “Any blessing for which gratitude is expressed - 6
does not terminate; and when ingratitude is shown, it will not last long. (Bihār, vol. 74,

(p. 420

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “The quickest punishment for the sins is (that - 7
(of) ingratitude of a blessing.” (Safīnat-ul-Bihār, vol. 1, p. 710
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دٌیمِحَ ٌّیِنغََل  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  اًعیمِجَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  نمَوَ  مُْتنأَ  اورُفُکْتَ  نإِ  یسَوُم  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 8﴿

And Moses said: ‘If you be ungrateful, you and whoso is on the earth, all together, . “ 8
”verily Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy

Commentary: verse 8

Our faith or disbelief and our gratitude or our ingratitude will have not any impact on

.His Inherent Essence

We must not hold Allah any indebtedness for our faith or acts since Allah is in no need

.of our deeds

This holy verse is a confirmation and complementary to the discussion regarding the

gratitude and ingratitude, which were referred to in the previous verse. It is said from

the tongue of Mūsa Ibn ‘Imran implying that he reminded the Children of Israel that if
they and the entire people of the world become disbelievers, showing ingratitude

towards the blessings of Allah there will be no harm to Him for He is in no need and is
.praise-worthy

And Moses said: ‘If you be ungrateful, you and whoso is on the earth, all together, “ 
”verily Allah is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy

In fact, thanking Allah for His blessings, and accepting the faith are sources of

increasing one’s blessings and one’s evolution and pride, otherwise Allah is needless

and were all the existing beings to turn ungrateful, His kingdom would remain just

.intact as ever

To define the Qur’ānic term /qanyy/ many commentators have claimed that it means

withdrawal of ones needs. We have
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been of the opinion that it means “possession” and it includes the totality of Attributes

of perfection of the Essence, qualities

consisting of knowledge, power, life, sovereignty, splendour, magnitude, loftiness and

so on and so forth. They require withdrawal of needs and defects. And the term

/hamīd/ embraces the totality of attributes of action, which include all the Divine acts

irrespective of creation, nourishment, death, revival, health, disease, blessings and

catastrophe, reward, chastisement, needlessness, poverty, development, restraint,
tightness, legislation of ordinances, sending prophets on their mission, substituting

successors, allocation of duties, and His other acts are all consonant and in

accordance with wisdom and expedience, that are correct, appropriate, and timely, all

.of which signify ‘Justice’ and are among the principles of the Shi‘ite doctrine

****
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اودّرَفَ تِان  -ِ یّبَْلاِب مْهُُلسـُرُ  مْهُْتءَآج  هُّللا  َّلاإِ  مْهُمُلَْعیَ  مْهِدِْـعَب لاَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلاوَ  دَومَُثوَ  دٍاعَوَ  حٍوُن  مِوْقَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  ْاؤُبََن  مْکُِتأْیَ  مَْلأَ  ﴾ 9﴿

بٍیرُِم هِْیَلإِ  آنََنوعُدْتَ  اَّمِم  ٍّکشَ  یفَِل  اَّنإِو  هِِب  مُتْلسِرُْا  آمَِب  اَنرْفَکَ  اَّنإِ  اوُلاقَوَ  مْهِهِاوَْفأَ  یِف  مْهُیَدِْیأَ 

Has not the account of those before you reach you of the people of Noah, and ‘Ād, . “ 9
and Thamūd and those who (came) after them? None knows them but Allah. Their

messengers came to them with clear signs (miracles) while they thrust their hands

into their mouths, and they said: ‘Verily we disbelieve in (that) which you have been

’.” sent with, and verily we are in doubt about that unto which you invite us

Commentary: verse 9

This verse is one of the examples of reminding and calling attention to the Divine days

which was dealt with in the fifth verse of the current Sura, where it says: “… and

 …” remind them of the days of Allah

According to Shaykh-i-Tūsī, (May his soul be sanctified) cited in Tafsīr-i-Tibyān, there

are differences between the Arabic words /šakk/ and /rayb/. The former means

natural skepticism while the latter signifies that kind of skepticism which is mixed with

.suspicion and accusations

A doubt, which may pave the ground for research and acceptance of the truth, is a

constructive type and useful type of criticism; while that kind of skepticism which is

expressed with regard to the Clear Evidences’, or with regard to miracles
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is only of the obstinate and destructive kind of doubt which stands in the way of man

.for accepting the truth

Incidentally, one can translate the Qur’ānic holy sentence /faraddū ’aydiyahum fī

afwāhihim/ in several ways: A- The dissidents shut the mouth of those who were

uttering the truth by putting their hands on their mouth. B- The miracles and the

reasons of the prophets were so strong as if they had taken people’s hands and put

them on their mouth; alluding metaphorically to the fact that the language of the

people was obstructed because of the truth and they had no words to say. C- The

opponents of the prophets were so angry that they bit their fingers. D- The opponents

of the prophets, at the presence of their prophet, would put their hands on their

mouth, metaphorically alluding to the fact that they silence themselves and stop

.preaching

Anyway, here the Qur’ān refers to the fate of some groups of previous nations in

several verses. Those nations who took to the road of ingratitude as against Allah’s
blessings and went on opposing and disbelieving in face of the call of the Divine

leaders and their logic. Eventually, the Qur’ān explains their acts to be an emphasis on

:what was said in the former verse. It says

Has not the account of those before you reach you of the people of Noah, and ‘Ād, “ 
? …” and Thamūd and those who (came) after them

:Then, it adds

. …” None knows them but Allah “… 

.This means that no one is aware of the news of them, except Him

Then, as a further explanation about their biographies, it implies that their prophets

called on them with clear evidences though they put their hands on their mouths

because of their
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amazement and denial, saying: We are ungrateful for whatever you are sent for, for

we are skeptic as to what you call us for, and how would it be possible for us to accept

:your call despite such a doubt and skepticism? The verse says

Their messengers came to them with clear signs (miracles) while they thrust their “… 
hands into their mouths, and they said: ‘Verily we disbelieve in (that) which you have

’.” been sent with, and verily we are in doubt about that unto which you invite us

****
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نْإِ اوُلاقَ  یمّسَُم  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  مْکُرَ  -ِ خّؤَُیوَ مْکُِبوُنذُ  نِم  مکَُل  رَفِْغیَِل  مْکُوعُدْیَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  رِطِافَ  ٌّکشَ  هَِّللا  یِفأَ  مْهُُلسـُرُ  تَْلاقَ  ﴾ 10﴿

نٍیِبُم نٍاطَْلسُِب  اَنوُتأْفَ  اَنؤُآَباءَ  دُُبْعیَ  نَاکَ  اَّمعَ  اَنوُّدصُتَ  نأَ  نَودُیرُِت  انَُلْثِم  رٌشََب  َّلاإِ  مُْتنأَ 

Their messenger said: ‘Is there any doubts about Allah, the Originator of the . “ 10
heavens and the earth?’ He calls you to forgive for you of your sins and respite you till

an appointed term. They said: ‘You are nothing but mortals like us; you intend that

you turn us away from what our ancestors used to worship. Then bring us some clear

’.” authority

Commentary: verse 10

In the previous verse, the pagans told the prophets: “You call us to the way of Allah.”
However, in this verse, the prophets told them: “Allah calls you.” That is, our call does

not initiate from our side and is not directed towards us. On the contrary, it originates

.in Allah and terminates in Allah as well

According to, Zamakhsharī and Marāghī, the promises of the Qur’ān concerning the

faithful relate to the forgiveness of all of their sins, while concerning others the case is
 …” forgiveness of some of their sins: “… to forgive for you of your sins

Anyway, as was explained in the previous verse with regard to the pagans and

disbelievers and their lack of faith owing to their skepticism, immediately in this verse,
:He negates their skepticism with clear reasoning and in a concise statement, saying
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Their messenger said: ‘Is there any doubts about Allah, the Originator of the “ 
?’ …” heavens and the earth

Probably, the Arabic term /fātir/ (the Originator) refers to the splitting of the

preliminary matter mass of the world which we are up-dated about in everyday life of

the existing science we read that the totality of the world mass matter consisted of an

integrated continuum which burst asunder, revealing and causing the emergence of

.the globes

Anyway, here, as in other situations and cases, the Qur’ān insists on the creation of

the system the world of existence as well as the creation of the heavens and the

.earth for demonstrating Allah’s Existence and His Attributes

Then, it turns to answer the second criticism raised by the opponents whose criticism

relates to the issue of the prophetic mission of the prophets. It implies that it is

obvious that the Wise and Omniscient Creator of the world does not abandon His

servants without a leader. On the contrary, by sending you messengers, He calls you

so as to remove your faults and pollutions and forgive your sins. And He gives you a
limited amount of time in order that you go through your development process and

:make the most of your life. The verse says

.He calls you to forgive for you of your sins and respite you till an appointed term “… 
…”

In fact, the call of the prophets has had two objectives in mind: The forgiveness of

sins and the continuation of life till a pre-fixed date, both of which are in fact having a
cause-and- effect for each other. For, a society can continue to live which is on the

whole pure from sins and injustice. However, despite all these, the obstinate

disbelievers did not accept this enlivening call which was mixed with the evident logic

of monotheism. They answered their prophets with the words
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:which were loaded with obstinacy and non-submission of the truth. The verse says

; …” They said: ‘You are nothing but mortals like us “… 

Moreover you want to keep us from worshipping what our ancestors worshipped. In

addition to all these, you must provide us with clear evidences. The verse continues

:saying

you intend that you turn us away from what our ancestors used to worship. Then “… 
’.” bring us some clear authority

****
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نِذْإِب َّلاإِ  نٍاطَْلسُِب  مکُیَِتأَّْن  نأَ  آنََل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  هِدِابَعِ  نِْم  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  یلَعَ  ُّنمُیَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  مْکُُلْث  رٌشََب مِّ- َّلاإِ  نُحَّْن  نإِ  مْهُُلسـُرُ  مْهَُل  تَْلاقَ  ﴾ 11﴿

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَوَ  هَِّللا 

Their messengers said (answering) them: ‘We are nothing but mortals like you, . “ 11
but Allah bestows (His) favour on whomever He pleases of His servants; and it is not

for us that we bring unto you any authority except by Allah’s permission. And on Allah

.” should the believers rely

Commentary: verse 11

The Qur’ān in this holy verse implies that Allah bestows (His) favours on whomever He

pleases and appoints him as His prophet, yet, Allah, the Wise, knows who has the

capacity and who is capable of performing such a great responsibility. “… Allah knows

(best where to place His apostleship. …” (Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 124

Incidentally, the disbelievers and the pagans had two claims to make with the

prophets: 1- You are a man like all of us. 2- Perform the miracle which we propose for

.us

The answer to these two claims has been provided in this verse. We do accept the

fact that we are human beings just like you; but Allah granted us this favour and has

provided us with revelations. And as for your claim saying that our miracles must be

performed according to your request. This cannot be achieved, for we reserve the

right not to perform any miracles without Allah’s permission. Anyway, performing

miracles is not our job, so that we tend to isolate ourselves sitting in a
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corner and perform extraordinary things with everyone requesting a different miracle

as he wishes, thus making perform of extraordinary things into a useless affair,
reducing it to a plaything matter. On the contrary, we cannot perform any miracles

:without the command of Allah. The verse says

Their messengers said (answering) them: ‘We are nothing but mortals like you, but “ 
Allah bestows (His) favour on whomever He pleases of His servants; and it is not for

. …” us that we bring unto you any authority except by Allah’s permission

Moreover, every prophet does perform miraculous works without being requested by

.the people in order to prove his legitimacy

Afterwards, in order to provide the pretenders with a decisive answer regarding their

various threats, they clarified their position, saying that all faithful individuals must

rely on Allah, the same Almighty to Whose Power all powers are insignificant and

:useless. The verse says

.” And on Allah should the believers rely “… 

****
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نَوُل -ِ كّوَتَمُْلا لَِّکوَتَیَْلفَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَوَ  اَنومُُتْیذَاءَ  آمَ  یلَعَ  َّنرَِبصْنََلوَ  انَلَُبسُ  اَنادَهَ  دْقَوَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  لََّکوَتََن  َّلاأَ  آنََل  امَوَ  ﴾ 12﴿

And why should we not rely on Allah while He has guided us to our ways (of . “ 12
happiness)? And certainly we will bear patiently whatever hurt you inflict on us; and

.” on Allah (alone) should the reliant rely

Commentary: verse 12

The Arabic term /tawakkul/ signifies ‘employing a lawyer or an advocate’. Such a

person must have four attributes: perspicacity, honesty in keeping other’s deposits,
power, and affection. No one but Allah possesses all these attributes fully. Thus we

.must trust Him

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: “The border of the trust is that, by belief in Allah, you be scared

of none.” (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn). Therefore, that Lord Who leads us will also protect us.
.Thus, we must solely trust Him

Therefore, providing transparent justifications for the issue of trust, the prophets said

as to why must they not trust Him and ask for His help in all circumstances? Why must

they be frightened by the straw powers and threats while He has led them through

:the ways of happiness? The verse says

And why should we not rely on Allah while He has guided us to our ways (of “ 
(? …” happiness

Then, they would continue saying that now that they rely solely on Allah, Who is not

vulnerable and is supreme over all things definitely, they should stand against all of

:disbelievers’ tortures and harms. The verse says
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; …” And certainly we will bear patiently whatever hurt you inflict on us “… 

:Then, finally, they ended up their speech with these words

.” and on Allah (alone) should the reliant rely “… 

The objective of /tawakkul/ is to enable one not to have feelings of inferiority and

weakness when facing with the greatness of difficulties, but by relying on the

unending vast power of Allah, he should consider himself as conquering and

victorious. Thus, surely such a trust is hope-inspiring and strengthening, and can

.increase our resistance

****
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Section 3:The Disbelievers Punished

Point

The disbelievers threaten the Messengers against banishment from their land if they

.do not return to their creed – The punishment in store for disbelievers

نَیمِِلاَّظلا َّنکَِلهُْنَل  مْهُُّبرَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  یحوْاَفَ  انَِتَّلِم  یِف  َّندُوعُتََل  وْأَ  آنَضِرْأَ  نِْم  مکَُّنجَرِخُْنَل  مْهِِلسُرُِل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 13﴿

And those who disbelieved told their messengers: ‘We will certainly expel you . “ 13
from our land, or else you return to our creed.’ Then their Lord revealed to them:

’.” ‘Certainly We will perish the unjust

Commentary: verse 13

Question: Were the prophets pagan before the onset of their mission when they were

.requested by the pagans to return to the previous beliefs of pagans

Answer: Firstly, perhaps the objective in mind of the disbelievers was the return of the

prophets to be under to their own control. That is, they used to suggest supposedly

you are believers, but you must not stand up against us and you, as well as your

.companions, deviate from our path

Secondly, the Arabic word /‘aud/ when is followed with /’ilā/ it means return to the

prior condition. However, now that it is followed by /fī/, it denotes change and not

.returning to the previous condition, which implies change of ideas into their creed
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Thirdly, the idea of returning to paganism probably implies the return of the prophets’
.companions and not of the prophets themselves

Anyway, as is usually the case with the way of life of the illogical people, that they quit

the course of reasoning when they become aware of their weaknesses in ideas and in
words, abandoning reasoning, they rely on forces and powers. Here, we notice when

the prophets demonstrated their sound and explicit way of reasoning, which were

discussed in the former verses, the obstinate and pretending pagans told their

prophets that they would swear to drive them out of their lands unless they return to

:pagans’ way of life which was the worshipping of the idols. The verse says

And those who disbelieved told their messengers: ‘We will certainly expel you from “ 
.’ …” our land, or else you return to our creed

These unaware and arrogant people perhaps considered all of the lands as their own

lands and they did not have any regards for their prophets, even they did not consider

them as a compatriot, thus they used to say ‘our land’ while Allah has created the land

.and all its blessings for the sake of the righteous people

Then the Qur’ān implies that while at the same time, Allah expressed His compassion

to the prophets and reassured them, revealing to them that the tyrants would be

perished and, therefore, they should not be scared of such threats and no weakness

:must appear in the strength of their will. The verse says

’.” Then their Lord revealed to them: ‘Certainly We will perish the unjust “… 

****

p: 181

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4815 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


دِیعِوَ فَاخَوَ  یِماقَمَ  فَاخَ  نْمَِل  کَِلذَ  مْهِدِْعَب  نِم  ضَرْلأَا  مُکَُّننَکِسُْنَلوَ  ﴾ 14﴿

And, certainly, We shall settle you in the land after them. This is for him who fears . “ 14
.” My Majesty and fears My threat

Commentary: verse 14

Allah, the Almighty, has promised that the oppressors will be perished and His saints

would replace them, and since this promise has not been realized to the fullest

possible way, it will be actualized at the time of the reappearance of Imam-i-Zamān

.(. (the Expected Mahdī) (‘aj

The blissful Qur’ān has repeatedly promised that the saint of Allah (s.w.t.) will be ruling

:the earth and their enemies will be annihilated. The Qur’ān says

And, certainly, We shall settle you in the land after them. This is for him who fears My “ 
.” Majesty and fears My threat

We mention here only three cases regarding the verses concerning this Divine

:promise

(A- “And verily Our host will definitely prevail.”(1

B- “And Our word has already gone forth in respect of Our servants, the

(messengers;” “Most surely they shall be the assisted ones.” (2

(C- “… (as for) the land, My righteous servants shall inherit it.” (3
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Anyway, prevalence of the truth over the untruth and the formation of the Divine

government by the saints of Allah are among the decisive and repeated promises of

.the Qur’ān

The Divine Essence is the source of all good and the blessings, and is lovely. “…but for

those who have faith, their love of Allah is more intensive. …”(1) What is to be feared is
Allah’s position. Of course, if your friend is a judge and your case is taken to the court

to him to be judged, you will he in awe of him about his court of justice and his position

.at the court, though he is your friend

****
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دٍیِنعَ رٍاَّبجَ  ُّلکُ  بَاخَوَ  اوحُتَْفتَسْاوَ  ﴾ 15﴿

And they (the prophets as well as the believers) sought victory, but every . “ 15
.obstinate oppressor remained deprived

Commentary: verse 15

Once all the prophets performed all their duties with regard to their nations, those

who were supposed to become believers accepted the faith and the rest insisted on

their paganism, and threatened frequently the prophets. It was at this time that they

:asked Allah for victory over the pagans. The verse says

, …” And they (the prophets as well as the believers) sought victory “ 

Allah also accepted the prayer call of these true warriors for holy causes who were

genuinely beseeching. And, eventually every deviant stiff-necked person became

:desperate and perished. The verse says

.but every obstinate oppressor remained deprived “… 

All the prophets were expecting victory. Noah called upon his Lord: “…Verily I am

(overcome, so give help’.”(1

Other prophets also sought victory from Allah. They used to say: “… Our Lord! Decide

between us and our people with truth, and You are the best of deciders.” (2) Thus the

Qur’ān, the blissful, through many verses deals with the victory of the prophets and

the annihilation of the pagans as well as their punishment, declaring to the pagans

decisively that the day of conquest will soon come and every spiteful oppressor will be

.punished by his own retribution
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دٍیدِصَ ءٍآَّم  نِم  یقَسُْیوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  هِِئآرَوَ  نِم  ﴾ 16﴿

.” Hell is before him, and he will be given to drink of festering fluid . “ 16

Commentary: verse 16

The Arabic term /warā’/ means the ultimate and the end of a course, as it is said in

.Persian, the end-result of this meal is becoming ill

There are three kinds of drink in Hell 1- A drink that consists of pussy fluid and blood,
which comes out of a wound and is called ‘Sadīd’. 2- Something which flows out of the

skin of the hell-dwelling people and is called ‘Qassāq’. 3- The third drink is ‘melted

’. copper’ which is called ‘Hamīm

The drinks of the hell-dwelling people is burning and not quenching one’s thirst. A few

:Qur’ānic verses in this regard are

(A: “… who are made to drink boiling water so it rends their bowels a sunder.”(1

B: “… They will be succoured with water like molten copper that shall scold the faces;

(…”(2

Of course, those who burned the hearts of the faithful and who slapped them on their

faces, making blood-bath flow by their destructive weapons and chemical bombs,
:must not have any punishment other than what was said. The verse says

.” Hell is before him, and he will be given to drink of festering fluid “ 
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However, the Paradise-dwelling people will live by the side of delicious tasting water

of the streams, feeding themselves on delicious tasting milk and honey provided with

them by Allah, and will enjoy themselves from all the Divine blessings. “… and their

.” Lord will give them to drink of a Drink Pure and Holy

****
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ظٌیِلغَ بٌاذَعَ  هِِئآرَوَ  نِموَ  ِ-تٍ  یّمَِب وَهُ  امَوَ  نٍاکَمَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  تُوْمَْلا  هِیِتأْیَوَ  هُغُیسُِی  دُاکَیَ  لاوَ  هُعَُّرجَتَیَ  ﴾ 17﴿

He will drink it little by little which he can hardly swallow agreeably, and death will . “ 17
come to him from every side, while he will not be about to die, and there will be a

.” vehement chastisement before him

Commentary: verse 17

The punishment of the hell-dwelling people is depicted well in the profile in this verse.
A- The chastisement of such people is bit by bit, little by little and gradual so as to be

:tortured to the utmost. The verse says

, …” He will drink it little by little which he can hardly swallow agreeably “ 

B- The different kinds of punishments take the dwellers of Hell as to the brink of their

:death-beds, though they will not die despite all these. The verse continues saying

, …” and death will come to him from every side, while he will not be about to die “… 

C- The chastisements are followed by graver consequences, which will be ever

:increasing as well. The verse says

.” and there will be a vehement chastisement before him “… 

The Qur’ān contains several qualities for the chastisement of the Hereafter Day:
‘painful, ‘severe’, ‘great’, ‘vehement’ all of which mean and make allusions to the

.intensity and the magnitude of the type of chastisement
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The Arabic word /’isāqah/ denotes drinking water with one’s own will. The sentence

mentioned in the verse signifies that one will never drink that water willingly. (Tafsīr

(. Tibyān

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “Whoever drinks wine, his prayers will not be

answered for forty days and it is appropriate for him that Allah makes him drink the

.” stinking and infectious water of Hell

The Arabic term /sadīd/ means the festering fluid which comes out of a wound. And

/tajarru‘/: signifies sipping gradually and continuously. The Arabic term /’isāqah/
means making the drink flow through one’s throat, and /’ištidād/ means acceleration

with all of one’s power. The Qur’ānic word /‘āsif/ means a strong wind which blows

.during day-time, or it may mean the day in which blows a strong wind

****
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وَهُ کَِلذَ  ءٍیْشَ  یلَعَ  اوُبسـَکَ  اَّمِم  نَورُدِْقیَ  فٍصِاعَ لاَ  مٍوْیَ  یِف  حُیرِ  -ِ لّا هِِب  تَّْدتَشـْا  دٍامَرَکَ  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَِب اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُثَمَ  ﴾ 18﴿

دُیعِبَْلا لُلاَّضلا 

The parable of those who disbelieve in their Lord, their deeds are like ashes on . “ 18
which the wind blows severely on a stormy day; they will have no power over any

(.” thing out of what they have earned; that is the very straying, far (and deep

Commentary: verse 18

The issue discussed in the previous verses concerned mostly with the loss and the

disadvantage incurred by the obstinate oppressors and of their deprivations. Here,
.we have an explanation upon the same meaning

Allah, the Almighty, converts the vices and the evils of the faithful into the good and

the decent in case of their repentance, but the evil deeds of the disbelievers wipe out

.the impact of their good deeds

Therefore, there is an explicit parable or example explained in this noble verse for the

deeds of the unbelievers, which supplements the discussion of the previous verses as

:to the ultimate end of the pagans. It says

The parable of those who disbelieve in their Lord, their deeds are like ashes on which “ 
; …” the wind blows severely on a stormy day

The objective is all their deeds, even their apparently good deeds which are

.orientated from paganism and idolatry

Just in the same way that ashes cannot stand in the way of a strong wind in a stormy

day, even for one moment, and will spread immediately, and no one is able to

assemble them, the
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same case is for the disbelievers in the truth who will be unable to gain any thing from

the good deeds they have performed. All will be lost and gone with the wind, leaving

them empty-handed. Such is the case with being misguided to the utmost. The verse

:says

they will have no power over any thing out of what they have earned; that is the “… 
(.” very straying, far (and deep

****
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دٍیدِجَ قٍْلخَِب  تِأْیَوَ  مْکُْبهِذُْی  أْشَیَ  نإِ    ِ قّحَْلاِب ضَرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  ﴾ 19﴿

زٍیزعَِب هَِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 20﴿

Did you not see that Allah created the heavens and the earth with truth? If He . “ 19
.” wills He will take you away and bring (in your place) a new creation

.” And this is not difficult for Allah . “ 20

Commentary: verses 19-20

The Qur’ān has repeated on several occasions that Allah has not created the heavens

and the earth for vain and for the sake of fun of it. The Qur’ān says: “And We did not

create the heavens and the earth and what is between them in sport.”(1) Elsewhere

He remarks: “And We did not create the heaven and the earth and what is between

(them in vain, that is the opinion of those who disbelieve; …”(2

Of course, it is the disbelievers who presume that the creation of existence is aimless

.and out of question

Now Allah declares that He has made man for the purpose of worshipping and of

:having faith and not for the sake of disbelieving and disobedience. Hence, He says

? …” Did you not see that Allah created the heavens and the earth with truth “ 

The Qur’ānic term /ru’yat/ has been also employed in the sense of knowledge as well

as its employment in the sense of
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perception’ and ‘seeing’. The meaning implied in the first sense is in mind in this‘
context. This statement is addressed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but the main aim is his

.’Ummat

Do you not know that Allah created the skies and the earth as His Own wisdom

required, which was in the name of the truth or for the aim of the truth? The purpose

of the aim of the truth is the religion and worshipping. That is, He created the world so

.as the people worship Him (s.w.t.) and they merit His rewards

The commentators of the Qur’ān have held the view that the truth signifies ‘being

identical and harmonious’. The structural system of the world of creation in here, as

well as the skies and the earth, all show that there has been a great deal of wisdom,
order, and aim involved in their creation. Neither Allah has been in need of their

creation, nor would He feel any shortcomings brought about without them, for He is in
.no need of any thing

Then, the Qur’ān implies that the reason as to Him having no need to you and your

believing is that when He determines He will take you, replacing you with a new

:generation of people. The verse says

.” If He wills He will take you away and bring (in your place) a new creation “… 

A new generation of people who are all believers and who do not commit any of the

indecent acts committed by you, for whoever is to be the author and the architect of

.some thing is also able to destroy it

****

It is not impossible for Allah to annihilate you and create a new generation of people.
:The verse says

.” And this is not difficult for Allah “ 
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اَنادَهَ وَل  اوُلاقَ  ءٍیشـَ  نِم  هَِّللا  بِاذَعَ  نِْم  اَّنعَ  نَوُنْغُّم  مُتنأَ  لْهَفَ  اًعبَتَ  مْکَُل  اَّنکُ  اَّنإِ  اورُبَکْتَسـْا  نَیذَِّلِل  ءُآفَعَُّضلا  لَاقَفَ  اًعیمِجَ  هَِّلِل  اوزُرََبوَ  ﴾ 21﴿

صٍیحِمَ نِم  انََل  امَ  اَنرْبَصَ  مْأَ  آنَعْزِجَأَ  آنَْیلَعَ  ءٌآوَسَ  مْکُانَْیدَهََل  هَُّللا 

And they shall come forth in front of Allah all together. Then the week shall say to . “ 21
those who were the arrogant: ‘Verily we were your followers (in the world). Can you

avert from us any part of the chastisement of Allah? They would say: ‘If Allah had

guided us we too would have definitely guided you. It is all the same to us whether we

.” cry or we are patient; there is no way for us to escape

Commentary: verse 21

The Arabic term /burūz/ denotes ‘exit’, and the word /mubāriz/ refers to the person

who comes forth out of the line of the army and who declares his intention and

.readiness for combating the enemy

We had references made to the hard punishment and severe and painful

chastisement of the obstinate disbelievers in some of the previous verses; the Qur’ān

follows this matter up and supplements it in this verse as well. It first declares that all

of them will appear in Allah’s court on the day of resurrection, (the oppressors, the

pagans, the tyrants, including the ones who were authors or those who were

:subordinate in positions, the ones who led or the ones who followed). The verse says

. …” And they shall come forth in front of Allah all together“
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At this moment, the oppressed ones, that is, those ignorant lot who misled

themselves to the sphere of darkness because of their blind obedience and imitation,
addressing the seduced oppressors say: We were your followers and have been

fallen into this entanglement of disastrous plight because of your leadership. Are you

:then ready to bear part of our burden? The verse says

Then the week shall say to those who were the arrogant: ‘Verily we were your “… 
?followers (in the world). Can you avert from us any part of the chastisement of Allah

…”

:But they immediately will answer them

.They would say: ‘If Allah had guided us we too would have definitely guided you “… 
…”

Nevertheless, what a pity that there is no more room left for such complaints. It is all

the same for us whether we become restless or go on crying; whether we are

:persevering or impatient as there is no way out of our plight for us. The verse says

It is all the same to us whether we cry or we are patient; there is no way for us to “… 
.” escape

****
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 – Section 4:Disbelievers shall be Disappointed

Point

Truth shall be Established

The disbelievers disappointed by Satan who shall forsake them – The faithful shall

enter the ever-blissful life – Good and bad words compared in a parable – Allah acts

.as He pleases

نأَ َّلآإِ  نٍاطَْلسـُ  نِم  مکُْیلَعَ  یَِل  نَاکـَ  امـَوَ  مْکُُتْفلَخْاَفـَ  مْکُُّتدعـَوَوَ    ِ قّحَْلا دَـعْوَ  مْکُدَعـَوَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  رُْمـَلأا  یَضـُِق  اَّمَل  نُاطـَْیَّشلا  لَاقـَوَ  ﴾ 22﴿

لُْبقَ نِم  نِومُُتکْرَشْأَ  آمَِب  تُرْفَکَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ َّیخِرِصـْمُِب  مُتنأَ  آمَوَ  مْکُخِرِصـْمُِب  ْاَنأَ  آَّم  مکُسـَفُنأَ  اوُموُلوَ  یِنوُموُلتَ  لاَفَ  یِل  مُْتْبجَتَسـْافَ  مْکُُتوْعَدَ 
مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  َّنإِ 

And Satan says, when the affair is decided: ‘Verily Allah promised you the promise . “ 22
of truth; I also promised you but I failed to keep them to you, and I did not have any

authority over you except that I called you and you responded me. Therefore, do not

blame me, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can you help me. Verily I

disbelieved in your associating me with Allah from before. Verily the unjust, for them

’.” shall be a painful chastisement
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Commentary: verse 22

In the Hereafter, sinners seek to get others involved in their sins and they try to find

fellow-conspirators so as to put the whole blame on them for the wrong they have

committed. Sometimes the sinner will say: “Friends seduced me!” At other times he

says: “Corrupt leaders made me corrupt”. Some other times, he blames the Satan and

regards him as the cause of his own seduction. But, the Satan answers: Do not put the

blame on me, I did not have any role to play except wavering your opinion and calling

:you to it. It was you who decided to deviate and to become deviant. The verse says

And Satan says, when the affair is decided: ‘Verily Allah promised you the promise of “ 
truth; I also promised you but I failed to keep them to you, and I did not have any

. …” authority over you except that I called you and you responded me

The fact that the Satan has no domination over man, not only is verified by Allah but

also the Satan himself confesses it. Addressing Satan, Allah says: “Verily (as regards)
My (devoted) servants, there is not for you over them any authority, …”(1) and in this

verse, Satan says: “… and I did not have any authority over you, …” However, in the

:continuation of the above verse, the Holy Qur’ān says

Therefore, do not blame me, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, nor can you “… 
help me. Verily I disbelieved in your associating me with Allah from before. Verily the

’.” unjust, for them shall be a painful chastisement

.Anyway, the Divine promises are all true and they are identical with the reality
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تِاحَِلاَّصلا اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَخِدُْاوَ  ﴾ 23﴿

مٌلاَسَ اهَیِف  مْهُُتَّیحِتَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ نِذْإِِب  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  تٍاَّنجَ 

And those who believed and did righteous deeds will be admitted to Gardens . “ 23
beneath which rivers flow, wherein shall they abide for ever by their Lord’s

!’.” permission; their greetings therein is: ‘Peace

Commentary: verse 23

In the day of resurrection, the people of Paradise will hear the word ‘Peace’ from

every direction. ‘Peace’ from Allah to those whose residence is Paradise. “Peace: a

word from a Merciful Lord.”(1) Peace from the part of the angels to the faithful: “…

Peace be on you, you shall be happy; therefore enter it to abide.”(2) ‘Peace’ from the

(residents of Paradise to one another: “… their greetings therein is: ‘Peace’.”(3

Sometime one goes somewhere by his own will, and at other times, it happens that

others come along and take him to a place with some respect and particular

ceremonies. Allah, the Almighty, remarks in this noble verse: /wa ’udxila/, that is, those

who are dwelling in Paradise do not enter the Paradise in a simple and usual manner.
On the contrary, they will be admitted to Paradise with particular respect and

:ceremonial gestures. The verse says

And those who believed and did righteous deeds will be admitted to Gardens “ 
beneath which rivers flow, wherein
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shall they abide for ever by their Lord’s permission; their greetings therein is:
!’.” ‘Peace

In the noble verse 73 of the blissful Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, the Qur’ān He also

declares: “And those who are in awe of their Lord shall be conveyed to the Garden in
companies until when they come to it, and its doors shall be opened, and the keepers

of it shall say to them: ‘Peace be on you, you shall be happy; therefore enter it to

’.” abide

As for those who are residents of Hell, we read that they direct them towards the

chastisement while they are being tortured: “Lay hold on him, then put a chain on

(him.”(1

There are various streams running in Paradise: A- Streams of water “.. In it are rivers

of water incorruptible …”(2) B- Streams of milk “…rivers of milk of which the taste

never changes…”(3) C: Streams of wines with the nature of Paradise: “… rivers of

wine, a joy for the drinkers …”(4) D: Streams of honey: “… a river of honey, pure and

(clear. …” (5

The dwellers of Hell resent and detest one another and curse each other, while the

dwellers of Paradise greet one another and will remain constantly in the Paradise.
Those paradise-dwellers are sincere and cordial with one another and they always

say ‘Peace’ to each other. They are never involved in quarrelling nor in estrangement

.and ill terms

****
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ءِآمََّسلا یِف  اهَعُرْفَوَ  تٌِباَث  اهَُلصْأَ  هٍَب  -ِ یّطَ هٍرَجَشَکَ  هًَب  -ِ یّطَ هًمَِلکَ  لاًثَمَ  هَُّللا  بَرَضَ  فَْیکَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  ﴾ 24﴿

Have you not seen how Allah sets forth a parable? A good word is like a good tree, . “ 24
,” the roots of which are fixed and its branches are in heaven

Commentary: verse 24

A good tree and a tidy noble one has got several ensuing outcomes like: growing,
bearing fruits abundantly, casting shadows and sustaining itself, and bearing fruits

under all kinds of circumstances. A monotheistic person is never stagnant and the

signs of his faith constantly reveal themselves in his speech and his acts. His faith is
continuous and not seasonal, and he always calls others to the faith, persuading them

:to act according what is allowed. The verse says

,Have you not seen how Allah sets forth a parable? A good word is like a good tree “ 
…”

In some Islamic quotations and in the commentaries of the Qur’ān, several things as

the examples of the Qur’ānic term /tayyibah/ are referred to. Monotheism, faith,
correct and sound ideas, heavenly leaders and their companions are among them. Of

course, monotheism is a constantly- fixed principle which is inherently embedded in
.human nature

 …” the roots of which are fixed “… 

.It affects all the deeds and words as well as the thinking of man

One can enjoy the fruits of faith at any time, anywhere, and in all of one’s ups and

:downs. The verse says

,” and its branches are in heaven “… 
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The tree of monotheism has got fixed roots. No threats, or conspiracies, no instigators

and blame as well as the despots can uproot or eradicate it. If we find that in

quotations this tree has been rendered to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his Ahl-ul-Bayt

(a.s.), it is because of this very reason that the religion of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and the

path of his household widens ever more as against the background of all those

.enemies, and it will globalize one day

Some Traditions: (Fadā’il-ul-Khamsah, vol. 1 p. 172 from the Mustadrak-us-Sahīhaynn,
(vol. p. 760

Mulā ‘Abd-ur-Rahmān-ibn-‘Ūf has been quoted as saying: take from me the correct

traditions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) before they are distorted and mixed with lies. I

heard the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) who said: ‘I am the tree (of prophecy) (Tūbā)
and Fatimah is its trunk, Ali is its seed, Hassan and Hussayn are its fruits. The Shi‘ites

of us (our followers) are its leaves. The grass root of this tree is in the Garden of Eden,
and the rest of it is in other Gardens (of Paradise). (Fada’il-ul-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 172

(. take from Mustadrak-us-Sahīhayn, vol. 3, p. 160

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “People are from different (roots of) a tree, and Ali and I
are from (the roots of) a single tree.” (Fadā’il-ul-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 172, taken from

(Kanz-ul-Haghā’igh, p. 155

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “My Ahl-ul-Bayt and I are a tree in Paradise,
the branches of which are in the world and whoever attached to us (took the tree by

the branch), has taken a way unto his Lord.” (Fadā’il-ul-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 172, taken

(from Thakhā’ir-ul-‘Uqbā, p. 16

****
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نَورَُّکذَتَیَ مْهَُّلعََل  سِاَّنلِل  لَاثَْملأَا  هَُّللا  بُرِضْیَوَ  اهَ  -ِ بّرَ نِذْإِب  نٍیحِ  َّلکُ  اهَلَکُُا  یِتؤُْت  ﴾ 25﴿

The good tree) yields its fruits at all times by the permission of its Lord, and Allah . “ ) 25
.” sets forth parables for the people that they may reflect

Commentary: verse 25

The tree of faith always bears good fruits and there are no seasons for the faithful as

:autumn and winter. The verse says

, …” The good tree) yields its fruits at all times by the permission of its Lord “ )

The use of allegories, similes and parables are methods of the Holy Qur’ān for calling

:the attention of the people and of reminding them. The verse continues saying

.” and Allah sets forth parables for the people that they may reflect “… 

Therefore, all is mortal except Allah and the faith in Him. And whatever is mortal

cannot bear fruits forever. However, whatever is godly by nature is eternal.(1) Of

course, the colour of Allah is constant and other colours will vanish. “…and who can

(give a better hue than Allah? …”(2

The tree of faith always bears fruits and a believer is under all circumstances

remembering Allah (s.w.t.) and is seeking to perform his duties, whether be it in

welfare or in hardship, in happiness or in disaster, in poverty or in wealth, and in time

of the threat of the oppressors he will resist until the end. At the
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time of propagating religion, he does not expect any returns from others. When he is
adamant, he will control himself for gaining Allah’s consent.(1) At the time of marriage,
he trusts in Him.(2) At the time of worship and obedience, he has intention with divine

motive.(3) At the time of poverty, he does not go to the rich and is not of the flattering

lot.(4) In time of conquest or defeat, he is happy throughout his campaign for he is

(busy performing his duties.(5

Of course, faith in Allah, the Almighty, is like a tree the fruits of which satisfies man

both in the world, and in the intermediate world, and in the Hereafter. However,
man’s property and position and his children as well as other blessings of this life are

like a tree which bears fruits only for a few days and in a limited way, if such property,
position, etc. might even bear no fruits at all, and, therefore, they become merely his

own source of spiritual torture. Sura Al-Taubah, No. 9, verse 55 says: “So let not their

possessions and their issues astonish you; verily Allah only desires thereby to chastise

, …” them in the life of (this) world

****
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رٍارَقَ نِم  اهََلامَ  ضِرْلأَا  قِوْفَ  نِم  تَّْثُتجْا  هٍثَیِبخَ  هٍرَجَشَکَ  هٍثَیِبخَ  هٍمَِلکَ  لُثَمَوَ  ﴾ 26﴿

And the parable of an evil word is like an evil tree rooted upon the surface of the . “ 26
.” earth; it has naught of stability

Commentary: verse 26

The Arabic word /’ijtiθāθ/ mostly signifies uprooting and eradication. The words, ideas

and deviant individuals have neither got any roots, nor do they possess any fruits,
flowers, beauty, perfume, perseverance, shade, and development. On the contrary,

.they are just thorns in the eyes of others

At any rate, as comparative studies present one of the best ways for understanding

problems, the opposite of the ‘good tree’, pops up in ones mind soon and is discussed

as: ‘the word evil and unclean’ is like the evil and unclean tree which is without any

roots which is up-rooted from the earth and which is thrown to one side when

.standing in the stormy weather and has got no stability

It is interesting to note that the Qur’ān speaks in detail about ‘the good tree’ while,
when talking about ‘the evil tree’, it describes it in one short sentence and passes by

:it. The verse says

And the parable of an evil word is like an evil tree rooted upon the surface of the “ 
.” earth; it has naught of stability

This method presents a delicate way of expression which encourages man to

describe all qualification of the person once he is talking about the beloved one,
whereas, when talking
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.about the detested individual, he discusses it in a very concise manner

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) is quoted as saying that the objective in mind with regard to

(/šajaratin xabīθah/ (the evil tree) is the Umayyads. (Tafsīr Majma‘-ul-Bayān

****
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ءُآشَیَ امَ  هَُّللا  لُعَْفیَوَ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  هَُّللا  ُّلضُِیوَ  هِرَخِلأَا  یِفوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  تِِباَّثلا  لِوْقَْلاِب  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  ِ-تُ  بّثَُی ﴾ 27﴿

Allah confirms those who believe by a firm saying in the life of the world and in the . “ 27
.” Hereafter, and Allah leaves the unjust to stray; and Allah does what He pleases

Commentary: verse 27

That is, Allah provides stability for the believers, in this worldly life, because of their

belief in the word monotheism and its sanctuary, so that they do not deviate and be

misled from the path of the truth, making them staunch proponents lest they shall

.deviate from the right path in their worldly affairs which will also result in Hereafter

Some commentators suggest: It means that Allah provides them with a living and

settlement on earth, and He assists them to overcome their enemies and will place

.them in the Paradise in the Hereafter

Ibn-i-‘Abbās and Ibn-i-Mass‘ūd and the majority of the commentators are of the

belief that: This verse has been revealed to the question asked in the grave and the

objective in mind is the grave once talking about the hereafter. That is, concerning the

question of the grave, He fixes them over the issue of faith. Our dear Immaculate

.Imams have also been quoted as such

Therefore, we read in various Islamic quotations that Allah keeps the believer stable

on the line of faith once entering the grave at the time when angels ask questions

:regarding his identity. This is the meaning of
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Allah confirms those who believe by a firm saying in the life of the world and in the “ 
, …” Hereafter

In some of these quotations, we have it explicitly stated the word /qabr/ (grave), while

in some other quotations we read that the Satan calls on the faithful at the time of

death and tries to seduce him from every direction and any side by his temptations.
However, Allah does not permit him to mislead the faithful and this is the meaning of

.the abovementioned Qur’ānic sentence

Most of the commentators have accepted this commentary according to the

quotation of the great commentator, Tabarsī, in Majma‘-ul-Bayān. Perhaps, their

reason is that the hereafter is no place for erroneous behaviour, nor is it a place for

practice, but it is only a place for attaining the results. However, at the time of the

arrival of death, and even in the state of purgatory, which is the world that exists

between this world and the Hereafter, there is the possibility of deviation more or

less. It is in this circumstance that Allah’s favour comes to the assistance of man in

.order to protect him and make him straightforward

Anyway, in two explanatory examples in the previous verses, the state of ‘faith’
‘disbelief’ ‘a believer’, ‘a disbeliever’ and, in general, the state of every ‘clean’ and

‘untidy’ were visualized. In this verse, the consequence of the job and the ultimate

.destiny of man are referred to

First, it implies that Allah straightens and strengthens those who are believers, for

their belief, their words and their ideas. He confirms them and protects them in this

world, in the purgatory where there is a possibility of deviation, and in the Hereafter,
for their belief has not been a superficial one and a shaky one, and their personality

has not been a hypocritical and a versatile one. They will remain constant in their
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confrontation with difficulties and whims, and they will be kept clean of all scandalous

flaws of character in here. Allah’s endless blessings will be bestowed on them in the

.eternal life there

:Then, dealing with the opposite point, it says

.” and Allah leaves the unjust to stray; and Allah does what He pleases “… 

We have repeatedly asserted that wherever, in the Qur’ān, there is the question of

leading and misleading and it is attributed to Allah, its first steps have been taken by

man himself. Allah’s job is that very impact that has been created in every act, and

also Allah’s job is bestowal of blessings or withdrawal of blessings that are designated

.by Him as a consequence of a person’s suitability or his lack of worth

****
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Section 5:The Ingratitude of Men to Allah’s Bounties

Point

Men returning the bounties of Allah with ingratitude – Exhortation to the faithful

servants of Allah to establish regular prayers and giving of alms – The Great Bounties

.of Allah referred to

رِاوَبَْلا رَادَ  مْهُمَوْقَ  اوُّلحَأَوَ  اًرْفکُ  هَِّللا  تَمَْعِن  اوُلَّدَب  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  ﴾ 28﴿

رُارَقَْلا سَْئِبوَ  اهََنوْلَصْیَ  مََّنهَجَ  ﴾ 29﴿

Have you not seen those who changed Allah’s favour for ingratitude, and caused . “ 28
?” their people to alight into the abode of perdition

!” Hell! They shall enter into it; and (what) a bad place it is . “ 29

Commentary: verses 28-29

It is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who is being addressed in this verse and, in fact, it is a

depiction of one of the aspects of ‘evil tree’ pointed out here. At first, the Qur’ān

implies whether you did not see those who converted Allah’s blessings and gratitude

into ingratitude and sent themselves ultimately to the land of annihilation. Such

people are the roots of the ‘evil tree’ and are the pioneers of paganism and deviation.
:The verse says

Have you not seen those who changed Allah’s favour for ingratitude, and caused “ 
?” their people to alight into the abode of perdition

Commentators have sometimes commented this blessing as the existence of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, at other times, they
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have considered it to be Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) and the ungrateful ones of this blessing to

Umayyads, or to Banī Muqayrah and, at times, they have introduced all the

unbelievers who were contemporaries of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Yet, definitely, the

meaning of the verse is extensive and covers a wide range, thus one cannot confine it
to a certain group. It embraces all of those who have been ungrateful with respect to

.one of the blessings of Allah and have misused it

The pagans and the unbelievers converted the great blessings of Allah into a matter

of ingratitude. A- They took the option of paganism instead of the blessing of

monotheism. B- They abandoned the blessing of the clean and pure inherent nature

.and imitated their seduced ancestors

C- They preferred superstitions to the Divine revelation. D- They expressed their lack

.of gratitude in face of the blessing of the Divine leaders and followed the despots

Many quotations indicate that the Imams (a.s.) of Shi‘ites have remarked: “By Allah,
we are the blessing of Allah that He bestowed upon His servants.” (Majma‘-ul-Bayān)
In other words, it means: Swearing to Allah: the blessings which were converted were

our existence. The folks abandoned us and went in search of other leaders. Thus, they

.changed the blessing of Allah

The Qur’ān, later, comments on the Qur’ānic phrase: /dār-ul-bawār/ (a bad place) as:
It is Hell in the flames of which they will immerse, and it is the worst of all places for

.someone to settle, for its ultimate end is annihilation

In other word, they invite their people to oppose against the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
:throwing them into the Hell Fire, and what an evil abode is Hell. The verse says

!” Hell! They shall enter into it; and (what) a bad place it is “ 
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رِاَّنلا یَلإِ  مْکُرَیصِمَ  َّنإِفَ  اوعَُّتمَتَ  لُْق  هِِلیِبسَ  نعَ  اوُّلضُِی  اًدادَنأَ لِّ- هَِّلِل  اوُلعَجَوَ  ﴾ 30﴿

And they set up (idols as) equals to Allah that they might mislead (the people) . “ 30
’.” from His path. Say: ‘Enjoy yourselves, for verily your journey’s end will be the Fire

Commentary: verse 30

Some consider equal partners for Allah in the course of the creation of the world.
Others consider equal partners for Allah in connection with His blessings. Such people

consider enjoying good health, knowledge, power, splendour, and property as of the

outcome of their own ability, and or as the result of different powers. Nonetheless,
they soon find out that they have gone astray. Therefore, the Qur’ān alludes to one of

:the worst cases of ingratitude in this verse, and says

And they set up (idols as) equals to Allah that they might mislead (the people) from “ 
. …” His path

They do all these things so as to make the people deviate from thinking about the true

path and, as a result, they enjoy their material life, and presiding over and governing

the people also for a few days. Then the verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
implies that he should tell them to enjoy themselves out of this worldly life which is

worthless. However, they must know that the ultimate objective of their job will direct

:them towards the hell-fire. The verse says

’.” Say: ‘Enjoy yourselves, for verily your journey’s end will be the Fire “… 

Notwithstanding such a life is not a true life; it is rather a misery, and such a

presidency and governorship is of no value, but, in its real sense, it is deceit, disaster,
.and affliction
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لٌلاخِ لاوَ  هِیِف  عٌْیَب  َّلا  مٌوْیَ  یَِتأْیَ  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  هًیَِنلاَعَوَ  اًرّسِ  مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِم  اوقُفِنُیوَ  هَلاَّصلا  اومُیقُِی  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  يَدِابَعِ  لُق لِّ- ﴾ 31﴿

O’ Prophet! Say to My servants who have believed, to perform the prayers and to . “ 31
spend (in charity) out of what We have provided them, secretly and openly, before the

.” coming of a Day in which there shall be neither bartering nor befriending

Commentary: verse 31

Openly spending out of the wealth may encourage the present generation, and cause

the encouragement of others, and self-acquittal from all accusations, while secretly

spending out of the wealth is the cause of development and sincerity. Some

commentators, of course, have claimed that overt spend relates to the obligatory

giving away of the wealth, like Khoms (one fifth) and alms, while secretly giving away

.of it relates to the recommended cases, such as: charity

Although each of the open and in secret giving away of the wealth exerts some

impacts on others, nonetheless, one can perhaps say that to give away part of the

wealth in secret is better, for the Qur’ānic term /sirran/ (secretly) precedes the word

./‘alānyatan/ (openly) in this verse

:Explanations

In order to command others, respect their personalities first. Serving as - 1
:subservient to Allah provides the believers with a medal of honour. The verse says

 …” O’ Prophet! Say to My servants “ 
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Having mere faith in the bottom of one’s heart is not sufficient. Prayers, giving - 2
:away of one’s wealth, and good deeds are also necessary. The verse says

who have believed, to perform the prayers and to spend (in charity) out of what “… 
, …” We have provided them

Islam is a comprehensive religion. One’s relationship with Allah (s.w.t.), along with - 3
one’s assistance to the deprived, are coupled with each other and are required for the

.acceptance of both

to perform the prayers and to spend (in charity) out of what We have provided “… 
, …” them

spending out is not only confined to wealth alone. One must often share whatever - 4
.he has with others, whether they are knowledge and wealth, or prestige and power

Giving away of the wealth must be out of one’s allowed earnings and wealth, and - 5
not out of whatever wealth we have. Allah said: “We have provided them” and He did

”not say: “with you

The act of spending out of the wealth must sometimes be done in secret and - 6
:sometimes openly. It says

, …” secretly and openly “… 

:One must take the opportunity. The Qur’ān remarks - 7

 …” before the coming of a Day “… 

If you wish to have good trade, try to barter and have transactions with Allah, for - 8
there will be no transactions carried out in the Day of Resurrection. It continues

:saying

 …” in which there shall be neither bartering “… 

One cannot get away from the punishment with bribing and his special - 9
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:relationships on in the Day of Resurrection. The verse remarks

.” there shall be neither bartering nor befriending “… 
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یِف يَرِجْتَِل  کَْلفُْلا  مُکَُل  رََّخسَوَ  مْکَُّل  اًقزْرِ  تِارَمَ  - َّثلا نَِم  هِِب  جَرَخْاَفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  لَزَنأَوَ  ضَرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  ﴾ 32﴿

رَاهَْنلاَا مُکَُل  رََّخسَوَ  هِرِْمأَِب  رِحْبَْلا 

Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth, and sent down water from . “ 32
the sky; then brought forth fruits with it to be sustenance for you; and He has made

the ships subservient to you that they might run through the sea by His command;

.” and He has made the rivers subservient to you

Commentary: verse 32

:The issue of ‘water’ is being discussed in this noble verse from three dimensions

Rain-water by which irrigation of the plants, source of their life, and purification of - 1
.the weather are provided

Sea-water which provides the water required for the life of the sea animals, and - 2
which also provides water ways for the passage of ships, and is the source of clouds

.and rain

.Canal waters which provide an irrigation system for regions lacking water - 3

In the previous verse, the Qur’ān made allusions to prayers and sharing of one’s
wealth with others. In this verse, it asserts: Why are you so neglectful in connection

with spend despite the fact that Allah has provided you with everything? The holy

:verse says

Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth, and sent down water from the “ 
sky; then brought forth fruits with it to be sustenance for you; and He has made the

ships
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subservient to you that they might run through the sea by His command; and He has

.” made the rivers subservient to you

The Arabic term /tasxīr/ denotes both utilization of all interests, such as the making

subservient of the sun and the moon, and in the sense of man’s full domination, such

.as making the ships and canals subservient to him

In the end, cognition of Allah’s blessings is the best method for theology which is

coupled with general understanding and the public love, motives and worship. Among

.entire blessings of Allah, water is one of the most important of them

****
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رَاهََّنلاوَ لَْیَّللا  مُکَُل  رََّخسَوَ  نِْیبَِئآدَ  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلا  مُکَُل  رََّخسَوَ  ﴾ 33﴿

And He has made the constantly moving sun and the moon subservient to you, . “ 33
.” and He has made the night and the day subservient to you

Commentary: verse 33

The Qur’ānic term /dā’ibīn/ is derived from the word /da’b/ which means a ‘continuous

habit’. Maraghī has mentioned in his commentary that /dā’ibīn/ means ‘those

’. continues in moving

Certainly, the sun is a great power house which functions constantly, as contrary to

the man-made power plants which require repair every now and then and close down

at times. Once the sun disappears for sometime, what will then happen? How will

man’s life and the life of the plants and animals terminate or come to an end? In face

of the existence of numerous microbes and lack of heat and steam, what kind of

catastrophe would await the world? Allah not only conquered and made the existing

beings subservient to you but He also made the constantly moving sun and moon

:subservient to you. The verse says

, …” And He has made the constantly moving sun and the moon subservient to you “ 

Allah not only made the existing beings of this world subservient to you but He also

made their accidental states as submissive to you in the same way He did with the

.day and night

From the Qur’ān’s point of view, man is so splendid that all these beings are made

submissive to him by the command of Allah. That is, either they are directly at the

.service of man’s interest, or they are running by man’s control
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رٌاَّفکَ مٌوُلظََل  نَاسَنلإِا  َّنإِ  آهَوصُحُْت  هَِّللا لاَ  تَمَْعِن  اوُّدعُتَ  نإِوَ  هُوُم  - تُْلاَسَ امَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  مکُاتَاءَو  ﴾ 34﴿

And He has given you whatever you have asked Him; and if you count Allah’s . “ 34
.” blessings, you are unable to number them. Verily, man is very unjust, very ungrateful

Commentary: verse 34

We read in verse 18 from Sura An-Nahl “And if you count Allah’s blessings, you are

unable to number them. Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” In the previous verses, we

read that the corrupt leaders direct and lead people towards persons or objects other

than Allah: “And they set up (idols as) equals to Allah …”(1) This verse proclaims:
despite the fact that the ones other than Allah are unable to do anything, and

whatever one possesses belongs to Allah alone, but man is usually heedless in these

.respects and is ungrateful in these connections

In the meantime, the Arabic term /‘add/ signifies counting, and the term /’ihsā’/ means

‘to count accurately in such a way that nothing is left over in the process’. Anyway, if
one decides to count Allah’s blessings, he can never do that, for the material and

spiritual blessings provided by Allah are so widespread throughout our lives, and our

:environment which can never be counted. The verse says

And He has given you whatever you have asked Him; and if you count Allah’s “ 
.” blessings, you are unable to number them. Verily, man is very unjust, very ungrateful
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Nonetheless, despite all those favours and Divine grace, mankind is still oppressive

and ungrateful for Allah’s blessings. The blessings which if utilized properly can turn

.the entire world into a paradise-like garden

In fact the Qur’ān implies: O’ man! Everything is at your disposal in sufficient

quantities but on condition that you are not ungrateful and oppressive, while you

should try to remain content with your lot and with your own rights and do not violate

.the rights of other people

****
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Section 6:Abraham’s Prayer

Point

Abraham prays for himself and his sons to be kept always on the right path of prayer

and devotion – He prays for the land (Mecca) in which he houses his family, to be

secured and attracted by the faithful ones among men – Prayer for one’s self, his

.parents and all the faithful ones for pardon on the Day of Reckoning

مَانَصْلاَا دَُبْعَّن  نأَ  َّیِنَبوَ  یِنْبُنجْاوَ  اًنِماءَ  دَلَبَْلا  اذَهَ  لْعَجْا    ِ بّرَ مُیهِارَْبإِ  لَاقَ  ذْإِو  ﴾ 35﴿

And (remember) when Abraham said: ‘My Lord, make this city secure and . “ 35
’.” distance me and my children from worshipping the idols

Commentary: verse 35

This verse and the following verses exhibit a profile and the content of the prayers of

’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) which reflect his burning desire for Allah and his greatness in spirit and,
.perhaps, this is the reason why this Sura has been named Sura ’Ibrāhīm

Ibrāhīm (a.s.) prayed for Mecca on two occasions: The first instance was when he’
settled Ishmael and Hājar there and asked Allah to make that city secure.(1) The

:verse says

 …” And (remember) when Abraham said: ‘My Lord, make this city secure “ 
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The second occasion that he prayed for Mecca was when a multitude of people came

to Mecca to settle down there. ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) prayed saying: “… ‘My Lord, make this a
(secure City …”(1

Question: Are all of the people of the generation of ’Ibrāhīm monotheists because of

?this prayer

Answer: Prayers present one factor and the will of the children provides another

.factor. Let us not forget the story of Noah’s son

Question: How is it that ’Ibrāhīm (a. s.) recalled Mecca as a town while he refers to it in
(the following verses “as a valley without cultivation?’(2

Answer: The state of township of Mecca returns to the time when the tribes arrived in
that region, in which case the prayer also relates to that time, or we might say that if a
region is arid and without cultivation, this would not make it incompatible with

becoming a township. At the present moment, Mecca is also in a region which is arid in
.general

Question: Notwithstanding the fact that Abraham (a.s.) was a champion of

monotheism, why is it that he prayed to Allah to distance him from paganism? The

:verse in this regard continues saying

.” and distance me and my children from worshipping the idols “… 

Answer: The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) also was constantly having his steps in the

Straight Path and was heading in the straightforward direction. Nonetheless, he used

to say in every prayer: “Guide us (O’ Lord) on the Straight Path.” That is, if one is even

sure that he is heading in the right
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direction, he must be scared of the dangers of deviation either and must seek Allah’s
.assistance

The objective in mind of ‘to make security’ is a law which guarantees the security of

Mecca, and not to the matter that Mecca has always been safe and secure

throughout its history. For, Mecca has been repeatedly invaded by hostile forces and

immense blood has been shed there. The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and his

companions were also tortured there, and Imam Hussayn (a.s.) abandoned the Hajj

rituals because of lack of security of Mecca. Nevertheless, the Divine law has

.designated it as a safe and secure region

****

p: 220

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4855 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغَ  کََّنإِفَ  یِناصَعَ  نْمَوَ  ِ-ي  نِّم هَُّنإِفَ  یِنعَِبتَ  نمَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  اًریثکَ  نَْللَضْأَ  َّنهَُّنإِ    ِ بّرَ ﴾ 36﴿

My Lord, verily, they (idols) have misled many of the people. Then, whoever . “ 36
follows me, he is definitely of me, and whoever disobeys me; then verily you are

.” Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 36

Question: How is it that the idols, which are statues of stone and wood, can mislead

?man

Answer: Firstly, the idols are not always inanimate objects. Sometimes, men and

those who are despots also become idols. Secondly, sometimes ignorance of a people

causes stone and wood to be turned into valuable and precious commodities. Thirdly,
the issue of the art involved in the jewelry, which was carried along with the idols, was

.attractive

If we interpret this noble verse along with the previous one, we obtain desirable

conclusions, for we had it in the previous verse that ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) said: “ My Lord! …
distance me and my children from worshipping the idols”. In this verse he says: “…

whoever follows me, he is definitely of me, …” Therefore, all the monotheists of the

world are the scholastic children of ’Ibrāhīm by ideology. The Qur’ān says: “… The

faith of your father, ’Ibrāhīm; …”(1) And as the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Ali and I
are the fathers of this Ummah.” However, if a pagan is even the son of a prophet, he
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(will also be addressed: “… O’ Noah! Verily he is not of your family, …”(1

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) remarks: “ Verily, the friend of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is he who obeys

Allah though he may be distanced by his blood. And verily the foe of Muhammad is he

(who disobeys Allah though he might be near to him (p.b.u.h.) by his blood.” (2

Incidentally, there is a scholastic and an ideological relationship between the celestial

leaders and the faithful people. It is for this reason that the prophets (a.s.) were even

.compassionate with their own opponents and they never disappointed them

****
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يوِهْتَ سِاَّنلا  نَِم  هًدَِـئْفأَ  لْعَجْافَ  هَلاََّصلا  اومُیقُِیِل  انََّبرَ  مَِّرحَ  - مُْلا کَِـتْیَب  دَـنعِ  عٍرْزَ  يذِ  رِْیغَ  دٍاوَِب  یِتَّی   ِ رّذُ نِم  تُنکَسـْأَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ آنـََّبرَ  ﴾ 37﴿

نَورُکُشْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  تِارَمَثَّلا  نَِم  مهُْقزُرْاوَ  مْهِْیَلإِ 

Our Lord! Verily I have settled (a part) of my offspring in a valley without . “ 37
cultivation near Your Sacred House, in order, Our Lord! that they may establish

prayer; therefore, make the hearts of some people yearn towards them, and provide

.” them with fruits so that they may be grateful

Commentary: verse 37

When Allah bestowed Ishmael to Abraham in his old age, He commanded him to

settle that child with his mother in Mecca. Abraham obeyed the Divine order and then

.he prayed for them

Some Islamic quotations denote that Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “We are the Ahl-ul-Bayt

of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and the remaining descendents of Abraham. That

is why the people’s hearts are inclined towards us.” Then, he recited this verse: “Our

 …” Lord! Verily I have settled (a part) of my offspring in a valley without cultivation

The Ka‘bah was located in a desert with no water and vegetation so that the people

might be tried by it. As Hadrat-i-Ali (a.s.) declared in the sermon of Ghāsiyah: “If the

Ka‘bah were situated in a place with a good climate, the people would not go on a

.” pilgrimage toward it for the sake of Allah

The call and prayers of the prophets (a.s.) are accepted. Abraham in this verse says:
…” “… and provide them with fruits
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In another verse Allah says: “… a safe, sacred territory to which fruits of every kind

(shall be drawn? …”(1

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has stated: “Whatever fruits are found in the east or in the west of

”. the world can be found in Mecca

:However, Abraham (a.s.) continued with his prayers and his invocation as follows

Our Lord! Verily I have settled (a part) of my offspring in a valley without cultivation “ 
; …” near Your Sacred House, in order, Our Lord! that they may establish prayer

Afterwards, when Allah bestowed a son on Abraham from his female-slave, Hājar,
and called him Ismā‘īl, his first wife’s jealousy, Sārah, was provoked and, she could

not tolerate Hājar and her son. She asked Abraham to take that mother and child to

another place, and Abraham submitted to this request which was in accordance with

Allah’s command. Ishmael and his mother, Hājar, were taken by him to the land of

Mecca which was then an arid land, lacking everything in those days. He left them

there and said Good-bye to them. Then Abraham continued his prayer to Allah

implying that: Now that they have settled down in this extremely hot desert for the

respect of Your great house, persuade some people to pay attention to them heartily,
and have affection for them. Let them enjoy all kinds of fruits, whether material or

:spiritual, perhaps they might be grateful to you. The verse continues saying

therefore, make the hearts of some people yearn towards them, and provide “… 
.” them with fruits so that they may be grateful

****
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ءِآمََّسلا یِف  لاَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  یفَخْیَ  امَوَ  نُِلْعُن  امَوَ  یفِخُْن  امَ  مُلَْعتَ  کََّنإِ  آنََّبرَ  ﴾ 38﴿

Our Lord! Verily, You know whatever we hide and whatever we manifest, and . “ 38
.” nothing in the earth nor anything in the heaven is hidden from Allah

Commentary: verse 38

Now that everything is obvious for Allah (s.w.t.), and His knowledge encompasses

everything and every affair of us, we, therefore, must not commit sin in His presence

and not interfere in His creatures except with His satisfaction and His commands. We

must remain sure that nothing will be hidden from Allah on the earth and in the skies.
:The verse says

Our Lord! Verily, You know whatever we hide and whatever we manifest, and “ 
.” nothing in the earth nor anything in the heaven is hidden from Allah

And Abraham invokes Allah declaring that once I am in distress for being parted from

my son and wife, You know that well, and in case a drop of tears is shed from my eyes

You notice. And if at the time of my separation from my wife she tells me: “Whom do

you appoint as my guardian?” You are aware of all these things, and the future of this

land as well as the future of them, which are interwoven with one another, are all

.transparent and crystal clear before You and Your knowledge

****
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ءِآعَُّدلا عُیمِسََل  ِ-ي  بّرَ َّنإِ  قَاحَسْإِو  لَیعِامَسْإِ  رِبَکِْلا  یلَعَ  یِل  بَهَوَ  يذَِّلا  هَِّلل  دُمْحَْلا  ﴾ 39﴿

Praise be to Allah, Who has granted me in old age Ishmael and Isaac. Verily my . “ 39
;” Lord is the Hearer of the petition

Commentary: verse 39

:Ishmael and Isaac are among the specific blessings of Allah, for

They were born because of the prayers of the prophet of Allah, ’Ibrāhīm. 2- They - 1
were born during the old age of their father. 3- They were both righteous children. 4-

.They headed their following chain of prophets

Incidentally, what is important is the issue of having righteous children, whether they

are born by a female slave or else. (Ismael was born by a female slave and Ishaq was

.( born by a free woman

At any rate, one’s children are gifts from Allah and nothing deters or serves as a

hindrance for Allah’s Will and the Divine power; therefore, senility did not obstruct him

:from having children. The verse says

Praise be to Allah, Who has granted me in old age Ishmael and Isaac. Verily my Lord “ 
;” is the Hearer of the petition

****
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ءِآعَدُ لَّْبقَتَوَ  انََّبرَ  یِتَّی   ِ رّذُ نِموَ  هِلاََّصلا  مَیقُِم  یِنْلعَجْا    ِ بّرَ ﴾ 40﴿

بُاسَحِْلا مُوقُیَ  مَوْیَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِلوَ  َّيدَِلاوَِلوَ  یِل  رْفِغْا  انََّبرَ  ﴾ 41﴿

My Lord! Make me a performer of the prayer, and of my offspring (too): Our Lord! . “ 40
”and accept my petition

Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and the believers on the Day when the . “ 41
.” reckoning shall come to pass

Commentary: verses 40-41

Through the verses which we have discussed so far in this Sura, Abraham (a.s.) has

seven wishes from Allah (s.w.t.). They consist of: the security of Mecca, remaining

distant from worshipping idols, winning the heart of the faithful with regard to his

children and his school of thought, benefiting of his offspring from the fruits and the

dividends, the success in keeping up his prayers, acceptance of his call and his

.prayers, and finally, forgiveness of himself, his parents and all the faithful

The Arabic term /wālid/ refers to one’s real father, but the term /’ab/ has a wider

sense and refers also to other than father, such as uncle and one’s father-in- law as

well. As the parents of Abraham (a.s.) were believers, therefore, Hadrat-i-’Ibrāhīm

:(a.s.) prays for them in this verse. The verse says

My Lord! Make me a performer of the prayer, and of my offspring (too): Our Lord! “ 
”and accept my petition

Nonetheless, in other verses where the Arabic word /’ab/ is employed the objective in
mind is ’Ibrāhīm’s uncle. Hadrat-i-’Ibrāhīm deplored and abhorred him for his

.paganism
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:Messages to Note

The repetition of the Qur’ānic word /rabb/ at the beginning of the prayers of - 1
Abraham (a.s.) is the sign of the impact of the acceptance of prayers, or it may also be

.regarded as one of the rituals belonging to it

.Establishing prayer is the center of Abraham’s calls - 2

Keeping up prayers is a counterpart for leadership. Abraham employed the phrase - 3
/wa min ŏuriyyatī/ (and of my offspring) on two occasions: One is when there was the

issue involved as of the prayers of his generation, and the other one concerned with

:the leadership of his generation. Here he (a.s.) says

Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and the believers on the Day when the “ 
.” reckoning shall come to pass

****
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Section 7:The Respite and the End

Point

People are given only a respite for a fixed time – The most miserable lot of the

.believers on the Day of Reckoning

رُاصَْبلأَا هِیِف  صُخَشْتَ  مٍوْیَِل  مْهُرُ  -ِ خّؤَُی امََّنإِ  نَومُِلاَّظلا  لُمَْعیَ  اَّمعَ  لاًِفاغَ  هََّللا  َّنبَسَحْتَ  لاوَ  ﴾ 42﴿

And do not regard Allah to be heedless of what the unjust do. He only respite . “ 42
(,” them (their punishment) to a day on which the eyes shall stare (of terror

Commentary: verse 42

The previous verses dealt with the issue of the day for settlement of accounts. For

this reason, the Qur’ān points out the case of the plight of the oppressors and the

.tyrants in this verse

Incidentally, by means of the Qur’ānic statement of this part of the discussions of

resurrection, the sections on the issue of monotheism of the previous discussions are

.complemented

At first, with a threatening tone of voice while addressing the oppressors and the

tyrants, the Qur’ān begins implying that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should not rest assured

:that Allah is ignorant of whatever the oppressors do. The verse says

. …” And do not regard Allah to be heedless of what the unjust do “ 

These are the words, in fact, uttered in answer to the query of those who say: If this

world has got a Lord, a just Lord, so
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why the oppressors are left to themselves? The Qur’ān answers this question by

saying that Allah is never ignorant. If He does not punish them instantly, it is for the

fact that this world is a trial ground only and it is meant for the development of human

beings, and achieving this objective is impossible without freedom. Then the Qur’ān

implies that Allah postpones their punishment for one day when on that day all are

stunned with their eyes amazed because of intensive fear and terror, and are fixed to

:one points remaining motionless. The verse says

He only respite them (their punishment) to a day on which the eyes shall stare (of “… 
(,” terror

Moreover, He declares in other verses as such: “And whoever turns away from My

(remembrance verily for him is a life straitened, …”(1

It is besides that Allah in another verse adds that such people will be afflicted in this

world, too, where he says: “And whatever affliction befalls you, it is on account of

(what your hands have wrought, …” (2

****
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ءٌآوَهَ مْهُُتدَِئْفأَوَ  مْهُُفرْطَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  ُّدتَرْیَ  مْهِسِوءُرُ لاَ  یعِِنْقُم  نَیعِطِهُْم  ﴾ 43﴿

Hastening forward, their heads upraised, their eyes (and eyelids) not blinking and . “ 43
.” their hearts void

Commentary: verse 43

There are several meanings proposed for the Arabic term /muhti‘īn/ which is derived

from /’ihtā‘/ in the sense of: upraising the head, to speed up, looking pleasurably, all of

.which meanings can be implied in this verse

The chastisements of the Resurrection Day are so horrifying that these oppressors

stiffen their necks, raising their heads towards the sky, they even may fix their eye-
lids in a state of motionlessness, while their hearts are becoming void because of their

:intensive fear, distress, anxiety and despair. The verse says

Hastening forward, their heads upraised, their eyes (and eyelids) not blinking and “ 
.” their hearts void

Those persons who considered themselves as think tanks and considered others as

stupid will lose their reasoning in such a way that their looks resemble not the lunatics

but that of the dead. Their looks will be ‘empty’, indifferent, motionless and full of fear

.and horror

Truly speaking, once the Qur’ān decides to depict a scenario or a landscape, it depicts

every thing in the most concise manner and provides the most comprehensive picture

.of everything, an example of which is shown in the above short verse

****
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اوُنوکُتَ مَْلوَأَ  لَسُُّرلا  عِِبَّتَنوَ  کَتَوَعْدَ  بْجُِّن  بٍیرِقَ  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  آَنرْ  -ِ خّأَ آنََّبرَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُوقُیَفَ  بُاذَعـَْلا  مُهِیِتأْیـَ  مَوْیَ  سَاَّنلا  رِذِـنأَوَ  ﴾ 44﴿

لٍاوَزَ نِم  مکَُل  امَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  مُتمْسَْقأَ 

And warn the people as to the day when the chastisement comes to them; then . “ 44
those who did injustice will say: ‘Our Lord, defer us to a near term, (that) we will

answer Your call and follow the messengers’. (They will be told:) ‘Did you not swear

before that there would be no

?’ ” end for you

Commentary: verse 44

The Qur’ānic term /’inŏār/ (warning) is the antonym of /bišārat/ (glad tidings) both of

which were the mission of the prophets who were the bearers of the good news as

well as the warners. They were bearer of the good news regarding faith, righteous

acts, virtue, and being characterized by attributes which lead one to salvation,
happiness, Divine blessings, and ushering one to Paradise. And they were warners as

to the cases of paganism, ingratitude, darkness, sins, and evil attributes and

characteristics which lead one to wretchedness misery, Divine Wrath, and awful

.consequences and punishments in this world and in the Hereafter

Then, in order not to give impression that the Divine punishments are confined to a
specific group, as a general rule He commands His prophet to warn all people about

:the day when the painful chastisement of Allah will call on them. The verse says
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; …” And warn the people as to the day when the chastisement comes to them “ 

That is, when the tyrants notice the terrible consequences of their behaviour, they

:may regret and think of compensating for it. The verse continues saying

then those who did injustice will say: ‘Our Lord, defer us to a near term, (that) we “… 
’. …” will answer Your call and follow the messengers

The objective of this day is the day when some calamities and worldly chastisements

will be descended, just like the punishments which were inflicted on the peoples of

Lūt, and on ‘Ād, and Thamūd people as well as on the Pharaoh people which

.exterminated them

However, they are instantly held back and this shaking message is delivered to them

that such a thing is impossible to happen. The course of action has come to an end.
Were you not the ones who swore that there would be no end and perishing of your

:life and power? The verse says

?’ ” They will be told:) ‘Did you not swear before that there would be no end for you “… )

****
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لَاثَْملأَا مُکَُل  انَْبرَضَوَ  مْهِِب  انَْلعَفَ  فَْیکَ  مْکَُل  نََّیبَتَوَ  مْهُسَفُنأَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  نِکِاسَمَ  یِف  مُْتنکَسَوَ  ﴾ 45﴿

And you dwelt in the abodes of those who did injustice to themselves oppression . “ 45
on yourself in the houses of those who preceded you, and it became clear for you how

.” we did with them, and We set forth (may) parables for you

Commentary: verse 45

Many people do not take examples and instructions from those who preceded them

and neglected everything though they are seating themselves in their seats.
Therefore, to warn and to blame them further, the Qur’ān addresses them implying

that you were such people who settled down in the lands of those who refuted the

prophets and you knew as to how Allah had inflicted catastrophes on them and had

:exterminated them. The verse says

And you dwelt in the abodes of those who did injustice to themselves oppression on “ 
yourself in the houses of those who preceded you, and it became clear for you how

, …” we did with them

Some are of the opinion that they were the people of ‘Ād, and Thamūd, while others

.claim that they were those who were killed in the Battle of the Badr

We provided you examples and made you acquainted with the characteristics of your

predecessors so as to enable you to take example, but you did not draw lessons, and

:admonitions did not have any impacts on you. The verse says

.” and We set forth (may) parables for you “… 
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Some suggest that the objective of the parables which are mentioned is those

matters which are dealt with in the Qur’ān and demonstrate that Allah is Omnipotent

in the world of creation as before, and is able to re-enliven all after their death, and to

.reckon their accounts

****
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لُابَجِْلا هُْنِم  لَوزُتَِل  مْهُرُکْمَ  نَاکَ  نإِوَ  مْهُرُکْمَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِوَ  مْهُرَکْمَ  اورُکَمَ  دْقَوَ  ﴾ 46﴿

And indeed they have devised their devising, and their devising is with Allah, . “ 46
.” though their devising were such as to remove the mountains thereby

Commentary: verse 46

Allah is both aware of their devices and tricks, and is all-powerful over them, and He

shall provide all conspirators with commensurate chastisement. He can also diffuse

.and expel their tricks or return those tricks to themselves

At any rate, do not worry, such conspiracies and plans will have no effect on you even

if their strategies are such that enable them to remove mountains. For, no matter

how powerful and forceful they may be, the oppressors will eventually be perished by

:Allah. The verse says

And indeed they have devised their devising, and their devising is with Allah, though “ 
.” their devising were such as to remove the mountains thereby

Some commentators have claimed that the objective in mind of ‘the mountains’ has

been the Islamic religion and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that have withstood all sorts of

.conspiracies and tricks of the enemies

****
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مٍاقَِتنا وذُ  زٌیزِعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هلَسُرُ  هِدِعْوَ  فَِلخُْم  هََّللا  َّنبَسَحْتَ  لافَ  ﴾ 47﴿

So do not think that Allah will fail in His promise to His messengers. Verily Allah is . “ 47
.” Mighty, the Lord of Retribution

Commentary: verse 47

As a man takes revenge, he does it along with hatred and instinctive satisfaction.
Nevertheless, what Allah does is based on justice and wisdom. Therefore, addressing

the prophet (p.b.u.h.) once again, as to warn the oppressors and evildoers with a

threatening voice, it implies that they should not imagine that Allah opposes His

earlier promise and pledge which He has kept with the prophets. For, that kind of

person violates his promise who is either not able to keep his promise or he has not

included such words in his vocabulary as punishment or vengeance. However, Allah is
:both able and can take vengeance. The verse says

So do not think that Allah will fail in His promise to His messengers. Verily Allah is “ 
.” Mighty, the Lord of Retribution

This noble verse is in fact complementary to the verse which we already cited, saying:
“And do not regard Allah to be heedless of what the unjust do. …” (This Sura, verse 42)
That is, if you notice that the oppressors have got a respite, it is not because of Allah’s
negligence and overlooking of their acts, and it is not for that Allah may violate His

promise. Rather, all of their accounts will be settled and cleared in a day and their just

.chastisement will be given to them

Incidentally, the respite given to the pagans and the oppressors is based on a practice

and on wisdom, and it is not because of negligence and of going back on one’s
.promises
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رِاَّهقَْلا دِحِاوَْلا  هَِّلِل  اوزُرََبوَ  تُاوَامََّسلاوَ  ضِرْلأَا  رَْیغَ  ضُرْلأَا  لَُّدبَُت  مَوْیَ  ﴾ 48﴿

On the day when the earth shall be changed into other than the earth and (so will . “ 48
be) the heavens, and (all men) shall come forth before Allah, the One, the All-

.” Dominant

Commentary: verse 48

The changing and the transformation of the earth on the Hereafter Day has been

explained in a number of verses of the Qur’ān. On that Day, a strong earthquake will

take place; the mountains will be displaced and start moving and they will be softened

like wool and cotton. It refers to the day when the earth will be turned into a soft piece

of plain which is even. As the Qur’ān says: “And they ask you (O Apostle) about the

mountains (on that Day). Say: ‘My Lord will uproot them and scatter them (as dust),’”
“Then He will leave them as a plain, smooth level;”(1) But, the transformation of the

skies will take place with the setting off the sun and the rolling over of the skies.
.However, this existing system of existence has got a culmination point

Anyway, after destruction, everything will be reborn and renewed on that Day and

man will step forward with some new conditions of the world, the conditions of which

differ from these of this world, as regards its vastness, its blessings, its

chastisements. And it is on that Day that one appears with
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all of his existence and with all of his possessions before the Allah Who is unique and

:Almighty. The verse says

On the day when the earth shall be changed into other than the earth and (so will be) “ 
.” the heavens, and (all men) shall come forth before Allah, the One, the All-Dominant

Therefore, the attribute of Allah as ‘the All-Dominant’ signifies His domination over

everything and His authority over what is inside and what exists in the outside of

.every single being

****
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دِافَصْلأَا یِف  نَیِنَّرقَُم  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  نَیِمرِجْ  - مُْلا يرَتَوَ  ﴾ 49﴿

رُاَّنلا مُهُهَوجُوُ  یشَْغتَوَ  نٍارَطِقَ  نِم  مهُُلیِبارَسَ  ﴾ 50﴿

.” And you will see the guilty on that day bound together in chains . “ 49

,” Their robes (shall be) of pitch, and their faces covered with Fire . “ 50

Commentary: verses 49-50

The person who is experiencing punishment and trouble will be ever more suffering if
he hears other people crying, as the case is with those who are happy and rejoicing

and their happiness and rejoicing will double if they find themselves beside others

who are happy as well. It is for this reason that the Qur’ān declares that: Allah will

bring together all those individuals who resemble one another in their line of thinking:
.the culprits in Hell and the good ones in Paradise

And we also find that the Qur’ān depicts the conditions of the offenders in a different

:way in this verse. It says

.” And you will see the guilty on that day bound together in chains “ 

These chains and yokes represent the mental and practical connections of the sinners

who joined together and who were interwoven as in a line to help each other in this

.world

Then, the Qur’ān describes their dressing pattern which is in itself a great disaster for

them. Their robes and dresses are made of tar (a stinking, malodorous, and

:inflammable material) and their faces are covered by flames of fire. The verse says

,” Their robes (shall be) of pitch, and their faces covered with Fire “ 
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As such is the case, instead of proper clothing, their bodies are wrapped up in a kind of

material which has four distinct awful defects as they are stinking, black, inflammable

and burnable, for robes are put on for protection as well as for ornamental and

cosmetic purposes. They are meant to protect one against heat and cold. Such robes,
.contrast all garments, are both ugly and inflammable

The Arabic term /’asfād/ is the plural form of /sufūd/ which means ‘the bone of a tree’,
.it was also used for attaching to the feet of prisoners

The Arabic term /qatrān/ is a kind of material which is extracted from some trees after

the boiling of which and after its solidification. It is used for curing the skin diseases of

.camels for its intensive burning. It is extremely stinking and inflammable

****
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بِاسَحِْلا عُیرِسَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  تْبَسَکَ  اَّم  سٍْفَن  َّلکُ  هَُّللا  يَزِجْیَِل  ﴾ 51﴿

That Allah may requite everyone what he has earned, verily Allah is swift at . “ 51
.” reckoning

Commentary: verse 51

None of the people will remain without compensation. And no action in the world will

be left without any reactions. Thus, the Divine punishment and reward have their

:origin in our own practices. The verse says

,…” That Allah may requite everyone what he has earned “ 

This means that Allah rewards or punishes everyone according to His own discretion

.for whatever he has done

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān implies that Allah is quick to discern and settle

:accounts. The verse continues to say

.” verily Allah is swift at reckoning “… 

****
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بِابَْللأَا ْاوُلوُْا  رََّکَّذیَِلوَ  دٌحِاوَ  هٌَلإِ  وَهُ  امََّنأَ  اومُلَْعیَِلوَ  هِِب  اورُذَنُیِلوَ  سِاَّنلِل  غٌلاََب  اذَهَ  ﴾ 52﴿

This is a clear message for mankind and that they may be warned by it, and that . “ 52
they may know that He is God (the only) One, and that those possessors of intellects

.” may take admonition

Commentary: verse 52

Point

As we already noted, Sura ’Ibrāhīm began with depicting the sensitive role of the

Qur’ān in bringing out man from utter darkness of ignorance and paganism into the

enlightenment of knowledge and of monotheism. It ends by providing an exposition of

the role of the Qur’ān in warning all human kind and instruction of monotheism and

:that the possessors of intellects may take admonition. The verse says

This is a clear message for mankind and that they may be warned by it, and that “ 
they may know that He is God (the only) One, and that those possessors of intellects

.” may take admonition

Such a beginning and such an end provide us with clues to the reality as to the fact

that whatever we read about is already mentioned in the Qur’ān, and as Amir-ul-
Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) says: “The sources of all knowledge and the delight of the heart

are in the Qur’ān.”(1) One also has to look for the remedies of mental, ethical, social

and political illnesses in the Qur’ān. It has been said: “Seek from it for the treatment of

your diseases.”(2) This exposition provides us with sufficient reasons
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to believe that the Holy Qur’ān is a Book which contains instructions for everyone

.throughout his life

And ‘finally’ it is a Book which provides the learned man as well as the masses of

people with the required instructions as they need. Once the Muslims have set aside

this great celestial Book and turned to the deviant schools of thought of the east and

west, they must be on the look out for the reasons of their weakness and their

.backwardness in here

:Explanations

The holy Qur’ān provides the substance for religious propagation and the - 1
preachers must look to the Qur’ān for the main substance of their propagation. “This

…” is a clear message

The Qur’ān is the Book of monotheism and one must educate monotheistic people - 2
, …” by it. “… and that He is God (the only) One

It is not enough to communicate only, warning is also necessary. It does not suffice - 3
.to know paying attention, and admonition is also required

Association with the Qur’ān provides us with both knowledge, cognition, and - 4
.outlook as well as with admonitions which urge us to perform decent acts

The Qur’ān provides the general public with a mandate though only the men of - 5
wisdom take advice and instruction from it. “… and that those possessors of intellects

.” may take admonition

Certainly, if we pay attention to the guidelines of the Qur’ān heartily, we will become

.truly monotheistic individuals. Allah willing

The End of Sura ’Ibrāhīm
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The Biography of Hadrat Ibrahim

.You can read the biography of Hadrat-i-’Ibrāhīm in the following pages

The Highly Adventurous Life of ’Ibrāhīm, the Iconoclastic Prophet

This Sura is the only one which is named after ’Ibrāhīm. However, the biography of

’Ibrāhīm is not covered only in this Sura. On the other hand, as there are mentions of

this great Divine prophet on various occasions in other Suras, we considered it

appropriate to discuss the highly-esteemed biography of this champion of

monotheism in a concise manner at the end of this Sura so that we shall be able to

interpret and comment on the various verses which we come across in the future, as

they require command of this prophet’s life. We hope that this short discussion

provides sufficient awareness for our dear readers and we shall be able to provide

.them with useful references

One can distinguish the life of ’Ibrāhīm into three distinct periods: 1- The Era prior to

his prophetic Mission; 2- The Era of his prophetic Mission and his Campaign against

the worshippers of idols in Babylon; 3- The Exodus Era from Babylon and his struggles

.and efforts in the Lands of Egypt, Palestine, and Mecca

:The Birthplace and Childhood of ’Ibrāhīm

Ibrāhīm was born in the lard of Babylon which was an amazing land of the world and’
which had a powerful and, at the same time, an oppressive and a tyrannical

government which was in full control of it. (Some historians have regarded his

.birthplace in ‘’Ur’, a city in the land of Babylon
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.( The Highly Adventurous Life of ’Ibrāhīm (a. s

Ibrāhīm was born at the time when, Nimrod-ibn-Kan‘ān, that oppressive and cruel’
king, was ruling Babylon and he used to present himself as the great god of Babylon.
Certainly, the people of Babylon did not possess only this sole idol to worship, but, in
the meantime, they had fabricated idols out of the various materials and used to

.worship them

The dominant government of that land used to encourage vigorously the worshipping

of idols as it considered the job as an effective means for stupefying and inciting

hallucinations in people and regarded any kind of insult to the idols as a great crime

.and an unforgivable one

Historians have recounted an amazing story about the birth of ’Ibrāhīm, a summary

:of which is as follows

Astrologers had predicted and had foretold that a person could be born who would

stand up to the undivided and invincible power and authority of Nimrod. Then Nimrod

sought to obstruct such a baby from being born, and once it was born, he did utmost

to have him killed. Nonetheless, none of his plans was effective and the baby was

.born

The mother of the baby tried her best and brought her child up in a cave near her

birthplace so much so that she spent 13 years of her life in that place. And in such a
situation, eventually, the child was brought up far from the scrutiny of the agents of

Nimrūd. He attained the age of puberty, and decided to leave that hiding-place

forever, in order to go among the people, and explain the lessons of monotheism to

the people which he had received with inspirations from within himself supplemented

.by his mental studies

****
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Campaigns Against Various Groups of Idol-worshippers

At the time when the people of Babylon were worshipping such self-made idols,
further, they were also worshipping such celestial beings as the sun, the moon and

the stars. ’Ibrāhīm decided to awaken their dormant conscience by means of logic

and clear and evident reasoning methods, thus drawing the dark curtains of the

wrong suggestions down from the face of their clean inherent nature, so as to enable

their enlightening nature to shine, in order that they might take several steps

.alongside of the path of monotheism

Ibrāhīm had done a great deal of studies concerning the creation of the universe, the’
skies and the earth as well as the power which was dominating and governing them

and their amazing hierarchy, thus the light of certainty was being shed on his entire

.(existence(1

Logical Campaign Against the Idol-worshippers

At first, Abraham faced the worshippers of the stars, especially against those who

used to worship Venus, which appears in the sky immediately after sunset, shining to

.the west of the horizon. They engaged in bowing and worshipping it

Abraham shouted, “This is my Lord.” This he did either wonderfully, using a positive

interrogation with a negative sense to stress the issue, or he used this way of

expression to provide an introduction for the demonstration of their mistakes, or just

for the sake of reinforcing of harmony with the opposite side in order to bring them in
.line
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However, when it set, he remarked: “I do not like those the setting ones.”(1) And when

the moon split the widely-open horizon, inciting the moon-worshippers to begin their

worship, joining them he shouted: “This is my Lord!” But when it set, he said: ‘If my

’.” Lord does not guide me I shall surely be of the people gone astray

When the sun split the darkness of night, shedding its golden rays over the mountains

and plains, the sun-worshippers went on with their prayers. Then, Abraham said:
“This is my Lord; this is the greatest! But when it set, he said: ‘O’ my people! Surely I
am quit of that you associate (with Allah)’.” All these have got falls. They are at the

mercy of change and are as puppets at the hands of creation and they have no

feelings and will power of their own much less that they should be deemed as creator

and administrator of this world: “Verily I have turned my face (myself wholly) toward

Him Who created the heavens and the earth, being upright, and I am not of the

(idolaters.”(2

Ibrāhīm left behind this stage of his campaign against the idol-worshippers in the’
most efficient way and could awaken some, while seeking to make others at least

skeptic. He was soon subject of rumour in that region as to whom he might be who

can affect masses of people’s hearts, leaving such an impact on them with such an

.explicit and straightforward logic

Dialogue with ’Āzar

Abraham got engaged in a conversation with his uncle at another stage, and by using

explicit and far-reaching speech
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coupled with affection and, at times, with warnings regarding idol-worshipping, told

him: Why do you worship something which can not hear, can not see, and can not

solve any problems you have? If you follow me, I shall lead you in the right path. I am

.scared that soon you may face the Divine punishment if you follow the Satan

Even, at the time when his uncle threatened him to stone him to death when he was

admonishing him, he used the sentence “Peace be upon you! Saying: I shall ask my

.Lord to forgive you”(1), and he tried to find a way through his stone like heart

The prophetic Mission of ’Ibrāhīm

As for the age when Abraham attained to the position of the prophetic mission, we

have no access to clear evidence. However, we can conclude from Sura Maryam, that

he had attained to the rank of his prophetic mission when he engaged in the dialogue

with his uncle, for we read in this Sura addressing the prophet (p.b.u.h.): “And mention

in the Book; verily he was a truthful man, a prophet.” “When he said to his father (i.e.
his uncle): ‘O my father! Why do you worship that which neither hears nor sees, nor

(does avail you in aught?”(2

We know that this adventure took place before an extensive entanglement with the

idol-worshippers and his being was about to be burned by them. If we add what some

historians have written saying that Abraham was only 16 years of age when setting of

him a flame took place, it becomes clear that he was appointed to achieve his great

.mission even as early as his adolescence
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Practical Campaigns Against the Idol-worshippers

Anyway, ’Ibrāhīm’s involvement with the idol-worshippers reached greater

proportions day by day which, eventually, terminated in breaking of all the idols of

.temple of Babylon except the great idol

:Dialogue with the oppressive Ruler

The affairs regarding the opposition and campaign of Abraham (a.s.) with the idols

finally reached Nimrūd. He summoned him so as to silence him by the way of advising,
or by warning, or by threatening him. He, who was very advert in sophisticating,
asked Abraham if he did not worship the idols, who was then his Lord? He answered

the same one whose life and death are in His own hands: “… My Lord is He Who gives

life and causes to die.’…” He shouted: O you unaware person! This is in my hands! Do

you not see how I command the offender who is to be executed to be freed, and how

I stop his execution or I order the execution of the prisoner who is not convicted to be

executed? ’Ibrāhīm, who was advert in giving extraordinary sharp answers, seeking

assistance from his prophetic power, told him: It is not but the matters of death and

life which are in His hands; all of the affairs of the world of existence are at His

command. Do you not see how the sun rises from the east every morning by His order

and sets in the west? If you rule the entire world of existence, reverse the process, so

that the sun rises in the west and sets in the east. Nimrūd was so astonished that he

.(lost his ability to talk to him(1
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Undoubtedly, ’Ibrāhīm knew that Nimrūd was playing with words as regards having

power of life and death. However, his skill in reasoning did not permit the enemy side

to win him over in his argument. Thus he abdicated that soon and stuck to a different

.method in which he got the enemy caught

The Exodus of ’Ibrāhīm

At long last, the government of Nimrūd, who felt that the youth was organizing a

dangerous campaign threatening his despotic rule, by his clear logic and his

expressive powerful tongue decided to put an end to the life of ’Ibrāhīm by

aggrandizement of the fanatical ignorance of the idol-worshippers. He feared that the

eloquent language and powerful thinking coupled with his sound logic would awaken

the oppressed masses, and finally break up the chains of his exploitations. He then

organized certain ceremonies (which will be discussed later, in Sura ’Anbiyā) to burn

him alive in an inferno of fire which was prepared by the help of the ignorance of the

masses and the crime of the dominant system, in order to be delivered from him for

.ever

However, as the fire was put off by the command of Allah and Abraham was saved

from that scenario intact, Nimrūd’s system started trembling in such a way that

Nimrūd lost his morale, as Abraham was no more an adventurous young man who

was planting seeds of discord the labeling which Nimrūd had addressed him with.
Abraham was then regarded as a Divine leader and a brave champion who could by

.himself and single-handedly invade his powerful enemies and overcome them all

It was for this reason that Nimrūd and his courtiers, who used to suck the blood of the

poor people like leeches, decided
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to stand up against Abraham with all their powers to guarantee the safety of their

.regime and fight him to the end

On the other hand, Abraham had secured his share from that group. That is, those

who had receptive hearts had believed in him. He found it more convenient to depart

from the land of Babylon along with his companions and the population of the faithful

and to spread the call of Allah to the people of Damascus, Palestine, and Egypt, the

land of the Pharaohs. He could propagate the truth of monotheism in those regions

.and call numerous people to become faithful to the worshipping of Allah, the only One

The Last Stage of the Prophetic Mission of ’Ibrāhīm

Ibrāhīm spent a whole life-time campaigning against worshipping the idols in all its’
forms especially the ‘worshipping of man’ and could enlighten the ones who were

ready with the light of monotheism and provide them with a new life, thus liberating

numerous groups from the chains of the despots. Now it was time to enter the last

stage of Allah’s worshipping and servitude to Him and offering Him whatever he

possessed with utmost sincerity, so that to pass successfully all the great Divine trials

with a great leap forward in spiritual matters which would culminate in his ‘Imamate’
and leader-ship’ of men. Simultaneous with this matter, he erected the pillars of the

House of monotheism, ‘the House of Ka‘bah’ and turned it into a unique center for

worshipping Allah. This he did to call all the believers to this great conference near this

’. huge and fantastic as well as splendid ‘house of monotheism

His adventures about the jealousy of Sara, his first wife, with ‘Hājar’, the slave whom

he had accepted as his wife and had given birth to a son called Ishmael, caused him to

take the mother and infant child and depart them from the land of
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Palestine to the arid desert of Mecca, within those rugged mountains. Upon Allah’s
command, they went to a land where not even a drop of water was to be found, in

.order to pass a great test

The discovery of the spring Zamzam, and the arrival of the tribe Jarham, who asked

the permission of Hājar to dwell in that region, has got a lengthy history along with

others, all of which led to the development of that land. ’Ibrāhīm had asked Allah to

make that area into a well-developed city and an affluent one, and attract the

(attention of the people on that spot where his family was residing.(1

It is interesting to note that some historians have cited that when Abraham was

locating the baby Ishmael and Hājar in the land of Mecca and wanted to return, calling

him Hājar asked ’Ibrāhīm as to who had commanded him to take them to a land

where no vegetation was found and no milk-providing animals existed, and not a

single drop of water was to be found, all of which took place with no storage of food

and no companions. ’Ibrāhīm answered her in a concise statement. “My Lord Who has

commanded me so!” As soon as Hājar heard this response, she said: “Now that such is
”. the case, Allah will never leave us alone

Abraham repeatedly came from Palestine to Mecca to visit Ishmael and it was in the

course of one of such trips during which he performed the Hajj pilgrimage rituals. It

was by the command of Allah that he took his son, who was in his teens as an

extraordinary faithful and clean individual, to the sacrificing spot and got ready to

.sacrifice him, who was the best he had to offer Allah by his own hands

p: 253

Sura ’Ibrāhīm, No. 14, verses 31-37 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4888 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_253_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


When this most important trial was staged in its best form and he (a.s.) went through

all the processes to the end, Allah accepted the sacrifice and preserved Ishmael for

.(him, sending him a sheep to replace his sacrifice(1

Ultimately, after all the trials and out of all tests, ’Ibrāhīm attained the highest rank

which a perfect man can ever reach and thus received promotion and as the blissful

Qur’ān implies that Allah tried ’Ibrāhīm with certain words and he got through with

them all, after which He told him that he was appointed as the leader and ‘Imam’.
Transported with joy, ’Ibrāhīm asked that this position be awarded to some of his

children as well. His call was accepted but on condition that He would not bestow such

a position on those who had been oppressors or had committed any atrocities. The

holy Qur’ān says: “ And (remember) when his Lord tested Abraham with words (of

command) which he fulfilled, He said: ‘Verily I have appointed you an Imam (leader)
for mankind.” (Abraham) pleaded: ‘And of my offspring (as well)?’ He (Allah) said: ‘My

’.” covenant does not incline the unjust

The Highly-esteemed position of ’Ibrāhīm in the Qur’ān

A study of the holy verses of the Qur’ān reveals the fact that Allah has appointed a

very highly-esteemed position to Abraham, a rank which has been accorded to no

other prophet. One can draw his conclusions as to this matter by considering the

:following expressions

Allah has made mention of ’Ibrāhīm as a ‘nation’ and praises his personality as a - 1
(nation as well. (Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 120
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Allah has accorded the position of ‘Divine friend’ to him. “… And Allah took Abraham - 2
(as a friend.”(1

It is interesting to note that in some quotations we read as to the commentary of this

verse that: Such a high position was bestowed on Abraham for he never asked

.(anyone anything, and he never despaired anyone who requested him something(2

He was from among the good ones (Sura Sād, No. 38 verse 47) the righteous ones - 3
(Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 123), the content ones (Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 125),
the truthful ones (Sura Maryam, No. 19, verse 41), the forbearing ones (Sura At-
Taubah, No. 9, verse 114), and the keepers of promises (Sura An-Najm, No. 53, verse

(37

Abraham was very hospitable (Sura Ath-Thāriyāt, No. 51, verses 24-27); as one finds - 4
in some quotations, he is referred to as ‘The father or the lord of the guests’ (Safīnat-

(ul-Bihār, vol. 1. p. 74

He was unique in trusting Allah, as far as he relied on no one but on Allah in - 5
everything and under all circumstances. He would ask Him as to whatever he wanted,
and he referred only to Him.(Sura Ash-Shu‘arā, No. 26 verses 78 to 82) The story of the

angel’s proposals for his deliverance when the obstinate nation wanted to throw him

into the fire and his lack of acceptance has been recorded in history books. He used to

say: “I am needy all over, but I am in need of assistance from the Creator, not from

(those who themselves are the created ones. (Kāmil-ibn-Athīr, vol. 1, p. 99

He was unique in bravery and courage and he used to stand up against the - 6
challenging fanaticism of the idol-worshippers single-handedly, and would leave no

room for the
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slightest fear and terror. He used their idols as subjects of his ridicule and turned their

temples into ruins, and addressed Nimrūd and his guards with a unique courage, each

.of which has been mentioned in several of the verses of the Qur’ān

Ibrāhīm had an extraordinary powerful logic. He used concise, firm, and - ’ 7
reasonable language while addressing his seduced opponents. By his explicitly sound

logic, he would bring these obstinate enemies down to earth, never losing ground to

.them

He never became angry as a result of their intensive rudeness. Contrarily, he used to

face them in cold blood which reflected his elevated spirit. He used to hand them their

condemnation papers with his solemn words and deeds which have been covered in
the story of dispute of Abraham with Nimrūd and with his uncle and with the court trial

of Babylon when they wanted to condemn him for his theistic belief and for breaking

.up of the idols

:Concentrate on the following verses which have been dealt with in Sura Al-’Anbiyā

When the judges asked him as to whether it was he who had done all those offences

to their gods, breaking up of all their small and big idols, he answered: “… surely (some

doer) has done it; the chief of them is this, therefore ask them, if they can speak.”(1)
.This he said to corner them in an awful deadlock out of which they could not escape

He placed his opponents in an awful situation by declaring this single sentence. For, if
they answered that their idols were dumb and deaf and unable to speak, they would

be feeling ashamed for such of mute and irresponsible god. If they accepted that they

were able to speak, they should ask and hear
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the answer from them. It was on this occasion that their dormant conscience was

aroused and discovered themselves. They would hear words from within themselves

which shouted that they were oppressors, selfish and tyrants. That is, you are having

neither any mercy on yourselves nor do you show any mercy on the community to

.which you belong

Anyway, they had necessarily had to provide an answer. Thus, they uttered these

words while being humiliated with to utmost that: “You well know that these idols

cannot speak.” It was at this moment that the pounding words of Abraham struck

them like thunderbolt. He shouted: “Woe unto you for worshipping any one but Allah.
O’ brainless people! Fie on you and on what you serve besides Allah; What! Do you not

(understand?”(1

Ultimately, as they did not find the power to stand up against the strong logic of

’Ibrāhīm in them, as is the case with all oppressors, they took to the logic of force and

.declared that he should be burned alive

To fulfill their aim, they utilized the blind fanaticism of the worshippers of the idols and

hastened to call them to help their gods. “Burn him and help your gods, if you are

going to do (anything)’.”(2) This was an example of the explicit, reasonable, and

.decisive logic of ’Ibrāhīm

It is interesting to note that the Qur’ān considers this as one of the sources of pride - 8
for the Muslims to be adherents of ’Ibrāhīm. And it was he who called them by the

(name of ‘Muslims’.(3

Even, in order to encourage Muslims, the Qur’ān calls to their minds that they must

imitate ’Ibrāhīm and his
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companions for achieving some of the important objectives. (Sura Mumtahanah, No.
(60, verse 4

The rituals of the Hajj pilgrimage, with all its splendour, have been initiated by - 9
’Ibrāhīm and upon Allah’s command. Therefore, the name of ’Ibrāhīm and the

memory of ’Ibrāhīm have been associated with Hajj. (Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 27).
And man is reminded of this Divine prophet at any moment and with every part of the

splendid ceremonies of Hajj, so that he feels the grandeur of this man in the bottom

of his heart. In principle, the performance of the Hajj rituals is meaningless without

.the name of Abraham

The personality of ’Ibrāhīm was so elevated that every group sought to consider - 10
him as one of their own. The Jews and the Christians each stressed their relationship

with him. The Holy Qur’ān, answering them, however, insisted that he (s.w.t.) was only

a Muslim and a true monotheist. That is, he was subservient to all of Allah’s
commandments and submissive to Him; he never thought of anyone but Him and he

never would take any steps except in the path shown by Him. (Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3,
(verse 67
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Part 14

Sura Al-Hijr No. 15

(Revealed in Mecca)

(verses in 6 sections 99)

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

The Contents of Sura Al-Hijr

This Sura contains 99 verses and is generally believed to be chronologically the fifty-
second Sura. It was revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in Mecca prior to his Migration.
The Arabic term ‘Hijr’ is the name of a town where the people of Hadrat Sālih used to

live. The name of this Sura, Al-Hijr, is taken from the eightieth verse of it which deals

with the people of Sālih, saying: “And indeed the inhabitants of Hijr (also) rejected the

.” messengers

Most of the discussions in this noble Sura are about the accusations and scoffs of the

pagans unto the Qur’ān and the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.), as well as some

commandments to him to be patient and perseverant with forbearance towards

them. It provided some kind of comfort and soothing effect as against the pressure

exerted by the invasion of the opponents after the death of Hadrat Khadījah and

.(. Hadrat Abu-Tālib, both of whom were dear to the Prophet (p.b.u.h

Some of the verses deal with the origin of the world of existence, and belief in Him

which are brought about by the study of the secrets of creation. The story of man’s
,creation
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.and the disobedience of Iblis, as well as his ultimate destiny, are also exposed

There are also allusions made to the biography of such tribes as the people of Lūt, the

.people of Sālih, and the people of Shu‘ayb

In the meantime, there are also some verses which are concerned with the issues of

.Resurrection and the retribution of evildoers, each of which will be explained

****
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(Sura Al-Hijr (The Rock

Point

(No. 15 (Revealed in Mecca

verses in 6 sections 99

Section 1:The Qur’ān ever Protected by Allah

Point

People left to enjoy this world have only respited – Allah Himself promises the

protection of the Qur’ān (against any corruption or getting extinct as it happened in
(. the case of the previous scriptures

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, The Merciful

نٍیِبُّم نٍاءَرُْقوَ  بِاتَکِْلا  تُایَاءَ  کَْلِت  رلا  ﴾ 1﴿

نَیمِِلسُْم اوُناکَ  وَْل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  ُّدوَیَ  امََبُّر  ﴾ 2﴿

Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Rā ‘R’. These are the verses of the Book and (of) a clear Qur’ān . “ 1
(.” (that makes things manifest

.Often will those who disbelieved wish that they were Muslims . “ 2

Commentary: verses 1-2

We notice once again that this noble Sura begins with the abbreviated letters of Alif,
Lām, Rā, which exhibit the combination of these great celestial words, that lead all

men towards happiness, are made up of simple alphabetical letters, the same raw

material which are at the disposal of all human beings even children aged 2 or 3 years.
This is the utmost kind

p: 261

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4896 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


of miraculous performance that such a unique feat should be produced out of such

.ordinary kinds of material

:Therefore, immediately next to them, it has been added

Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Rā ‘R’. These are the verses of the Book and (of) a clear Qur’ān (that “ 
(.” makes things manifest

That is: these are the verses of the celestial Book, revealed in the Qur’ān, which

!express facts and which reveal the truth as distinguished from the untruth

In Tafsīr-i-Tabarī and Majma‘ul-Bayān, there has been cited a tradition implying that

in Hereafter the pagans tell those Muslims who are entangled in the inferno “Did you

also become hellish people like us, and, you were not saved by Islam?” While the

sinful Muslims will be saved after sometime being punished, but the pagans will be

:remaining in the Fire of Hell for ever, saying: “We wish we were Muslims, too.” It says

.” Often will those who disbelieved wish that they were Muslims “ 

Although the holy Qur’ān has got a very highly esteemed position, yet it is always

available for all and everybody can have access to it. At the same time, it is written in a
’. book format and is readable by all, ‘the Qur’ān

It is for this reason that its discussions are explicit and they draw a line between right

and wrong. It will be a source of credit for Islam in the future and, at the same time, it
.will be a source of regret for disbelievers

Thus, those who are ridiculing Islam today, will regret tomorrow. Many a time, pagans

aspire to embrace Islam, but they are involved in the affairs to the despots or

entangled in their corrupt environment. Therefore, we have it in history that the

Caesar of Rome decided to embrace Islam when he saw the letter of the holy Prophet

.” of Islam (p.b.u.h.), but he said: “My life is in danger and my kingdom will be lost
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نَومُلَْعیَ فَوْسَفَ  لُمَلاَا  مُهِهِْلُیوَ  اوعَُّتمَتَیَوَ  اوُلکُأْیَ  مْهُرْذَ  ﴾ 3﴿

Leave them (alone) so that they may eat and enjoy themselves, and that they may . “ 3
.” be bemused by hope for they will soon know

Commentary: verse 3

One can conclude from the Qur’ānic phrase /ŏarhum/ which means leaving the

pagans alone because of their own disobedience, while Allah has never left anyone

alone since the beginning of creation and has sent them prophets to guide them, and

.this matter has been repeatedly dealt with in the Qur’ān

Therefore, Allah, the Magnificent, with a pounding tone in this holy verse, advises the

Prophet implying that he (p.b.u.h.) leaves these pagans alone so as they feed-
themselves like four-footed animals and enjoy themselves out of the pleasures of this

fleeting world, and their aspirations make them ignorant of this grave reality though

:they will soon find out. The verse says

Leave them (alone) so that they may eat and enjoy themselves, and that they may “ 
.” be bemused by hope for they will soon know

They are like animals which do not understand anything except the stable and grass

and the material life, and they do not move unless they are on the look out for such

.things

They are so blindfolded because of their arrogance and negligence that they are

distanced from reality and engaged in their daily routine affairs which all make them

.unable to comprehend the real truth
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They will only understand to what extent they have been at a loss and negligence,
and they will be disillusioned once they are about to see their doom in the bed of

.death or they are about to rise in the resurrection plain

****
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مٌوُلْعَّم بٌاتَکِ  اهََلوَ  َّلاإِ  هٍیَرْقَ  نِم  انَکْلَهْأَ  آمَوَ  ﴾ 4﴿

.” And never did We destroy a township, but it had a known decree . “ 4

Commentary: verse 4

There will be an end to the joys and enjoyment of those who customarily rejoice

themselves in this world, and once Allah wills, He is able to put an end to the pagans,
.perishing them at once

However, it is Allah’s way of treatment to provide all with as many respites as

requires and postponement of the punishment. Therefore, we must not feel rest

.assured of the Divine respites thus provided for us

.” And never did We destroy a township, but it had a known decree “ 

****
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نَورُخِأْتَسْیَ امَوَ  اهَلَجَأَ  هٍَّمُا  نِْم  قُِبسْتَ  امَ  ﴾ 5﴿

(. No nation outstrips its term, nor can they postpone (it . “ 5

Commentary: verse 5

Allah’s way of treatment has been such under all circumstances that He has sought to

provide adequate respite for reconsideration by all and for their awakening. He sends

the means to inform all through causing painful disasters to happen, and enabling all

to receive blessings one after the other. He does them both: He rewards, threatens,
and He warns simultaneously so that each and everyone of the people is provided

.with the necessary ultimatum

However, as soon as this duration of respite expires, the unavoidable and decisive

:doom awaits them all. The verse says

(. No nation outstrips its term, nor can they postpone (it “ 

:Notes to be considered

One’s fate and the calamities which ensue are of two kinds: those which are certain to

.happen, and those which are not so

The deaths which are not certain to occur can be avoided by praying, giving away

alms and spending in charity, and making donations as well as charitable acts. They

.can be altered. However, the deaths which are certain to occur are unchangeable

****
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نٌوُنجْ - مََل کََّنإِ  رُکْ   ِ ذّلا هِْیلَعَ  ِ لَ  زُّن يذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  اوُلاقَوَ  ﴾ 6﴿

نَیِقدِاَّصلا نَِم  تَنکُ  نإِ  هِکَِئلآمَْلاِب  انَیِتأْتَ  امَ  وَْل  ﴾ 7﴿

And they (unbelievers) said: ‘O’ you to whom the (Divine) Reminder has been sent . “ 6
;” down, you are surely insane

?” If you are of the truthful ones, why do you not bring to us the angels . “ 7

Commentary: verses 6-7

The Arabic term /majnūn/ (insane) here does not signify ‘irrational’. Rather, that

means being overtaken by ‘Jinns’, as is the case with the word ‘demoniac’ which

means possessed or influenced by demons or by the spirit of the demons. During the

age of Ignorance, there was a widespread common belief that poets could compose

’. poems because of the relationship they had with the ‘jinns’ or ‘fairies

In these two noble verses, cases of humiliation, ridicule, accusations, and hesitation

or skepticism have been mentioned from the tongue of the pagans with respect to the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Employing the phrase ‘O you to whom’ instead of ‘O Prophet!’
exhibits a kind of humiliation. The Arabic term /ŏikr/ is some kind of ridicule when

applied by the pagans considering the fact that they did not believe in revelations. The

Arabic word /majnūn/ meaning ‘lunatic’, applied for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), implies

accusation. And the sentence: “If you are of the truthful ones” makes allusions to their

skepticism regarding the prophetic mission of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Moreover, the

Arabic signs /’inna/ and ‘Lam’ in the
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sentence “… you are surely insane” as well as the Arabic structure of the ‘nominative

clause’, all are kinds of emphasis in various ways of their speech and exhibit their

:deviant form of thinking. The verse says

And they (unbelievers) said: ‘O’ you to whom the (Divine) Reminder has been sent “ 
;” down you are surely insane

?” If you are of the truthful ones, why do you not bring to us the angels “ 

Incidentally, the pagans regarded the descending of angels as the authenticity of the

mission of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) though this was only a pretext, for, Allah elsewhere, in
the Qur’ān says: “And even if We sent down the angels to them, and the dead spoke

to them, and We mustered all things before them, (even then) they would not believe,
(…”(1

****
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نَیرِظَنُّم اًذإِ  اوُناکَ  امَوَ    ِ قّحَْلاِب َّلاإِ  هَکَِئلآَمْلا  ِ لُ  زّنَُن امَ  ﴾ 8﴿

.” We do not send angels but with the Truth, and then they would not be respited . “ 8

Commentary: verse 8

One can conclude from the verses of the Qur’ān that whenever a miracle is

performed by one of the prophets and people are heedless about that, the divine

outrage may ensue. They may also be given a respite for sometime. However, in the

cases that the kind of miracle and the request for its performance is proposed by the

people, such as the coming out of the she camel from inside the mountain which the

disbelievers demanded from Hadrat Sālih (a.s.), or the descending of heavenly food

which was requested from Jesus (a.s.), the Divine outrage is certain to promptly

:happen when the people offend and they will be given no extra respite. It says

.” We do not send angels but with the Truth, and then they would not be respited“

In the previous verse, the pagans demanded that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should

descend angels for them. This noble verse provides the answer that the descending

of the angels is with the Truth, which requires that they descend on the qualified

people. The descent of the angels upon the indecent individuals is for no good reasons

.and Allah does not do anything but with the Truth

In other words, performing of miracles is not to be regarded as a game or plaything.
On the other hand, it is for proving the truth which is adequately demonstrated for

those who are seeking the truth, for the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) has demonstrated

.his prophetic mission with the Qur’ān and other miracles
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نَوظُِفاحََل هَُل  اَّنإِوَ  رَکْ   ِ ذّلا انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اَّنإِ  ﴾ 9﴿

Verily, We Ourself have sent down the Reminder (the Qur’ān) and verily We, . “ 9
”. (Ourself) will be its Guardian

Commentary: verse 9

According to verse 6, the unbelievers used to imply that it was not clear as to where

the source of the Prophet’s Reminder was. In this noble verse, Allah says: Stop

hesitating! It is certainly We Who reveal the Qur’ān and the Reminder upon him, and

as the pagans used to stress the issue of insanity with regard to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
Allah (s.w.t.) attributes to His Own Sacred Essence the revelation of the Qur’ān and its

:preservation.(1) The verse says
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there are hundreds of books and essays as well as researches written on the absence

of any distortions in the Qur’ān. However, it is most unfortunate that the Shi‘ites are

unjustly held responsible for any idea of distortions, which is ascribed to them. 3- The

tradition of Thaqalayn has been quoted from the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.). That form

which has been narrated by and among all of Islamic sects on various occasions is as

follows: “I am leaving behind me two weighty (very worthy and important) things

among you: The book of Allah (i.e. the Qur’ān) and my progeny, my Ahl-ul-Bayt. Never

these two get separated from each other, and once you take recourse to the two, you

will never get astray.” 4- The Qur’ān is a Reminder: “… We have sent down the

Reminder…”, and turning away from the Reminder and the Qur’ān will lead man

astray, and, hence, causes him misfortunes: “And whoever turns away from My

remembrance verily for him is a life straitened, …” (Sura TāHā, No. 20, verse 124). The
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Qur’ān is a Remembrance and only by the remembrance of Allah all hearts will be

comforted. The Qur’ān says: “… Behold! By Allah’s remembrance (only) the hearts are

(set at rest.” (Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 28
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Verily, We Ourself have sent down the Reminder (the Qur’ān) and verily We, “ 
”. (Ourself) will be its Guardian

According to the Allah’s testimony and His pledge in this verse, no changes or

distortions have occurred in the Qur’ān. In its other verses as well this meaning has

been referred to, among which one may name Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 42:
“Falsehood shall not come to it from before it nor from behind it, …” which signifies

.that: No untruth has any way into the Holy Qur’ān

In addition to Allah’s pledge to the preservation of the Qur’ān, Muslims have

protected it from the beginning and have been earnest in its writing and preserving it.
They would even assign the instruction of the Qur’ān as a dower for their wives, and

designate it for a man’s marriage as a pre-condition. They used to recite or read it in
their prayers, and there were a number of scribes who were the writers of the

revelations, one of whom was Hadrat Ali (a.s.). The Imams, the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), used

to call people to this very Qur’ān which exists now. Moreover, the tradition of

Thaqalayn, quoted from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), provides another proof for the

authenticity of the Qur’ān. Sincerely, can one claim that the prophetic mission of the

?Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is constant but his Book is alterable

****
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نَیِلَّولاَا عِیَشِ  یِف  کَِلْبقَ  نِم  انَْلسَرْأَ  دقََلوَ  ﴾ 10﴿

نَوءُزِهْتَسْیَ هِِب  اوُناکَ  َّلاإِ  لٍوسَُّر  مهِیِتأْیَ مِّ-ن  امَوَ  ﴾ 11﴿

And indeed, We sent (messengers) before you among the nations of the . “ 10
.” ancients

.” And there came no messenger to them, but they used to mock at him . “ 11

Commentary: verses 10-11

The Arabic term /šiya‘/ signifies ‘a nation’ or ‘a party’ which are somehow bound and

related to each other, whether be it a bound which is in the path of the truth, as Sura

As-Sāffāt, No. 37 verse 83 says: “And verily from his party was Abraham”, or be it in the

path of the deviant, like Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 159 which says: “ Verily those who

:divided their religion and became parties …” Here, the verse says

.” And indeed, We sent (messengers) before you among the nations of the ancients “ 

The aim was the ridiculing or the damaging of the prestige of the prophets so that the

truth–seeking people might not assemble around them; or their aim was to

compensate for their own weaknesses in face of the logic of the prophets. The object

of their ridicule was either the simple way of life of the prophets, or that of the

deprived followers of them, or the breaking up of the superstitious traditions of the

:people. The verse says

.” And there came no messenger to them, but they used to mock at him “ 
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Anyway, ridicule and mockery has constantly been the way of the pagans as against

the prophets, and such is the usual case that, whenever the weapon of logic is lacking,
.mockery will replace one’s weapon

Therefore, a preacher must never feel desperate when facing the ridicules of some

.people

****
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نَیِمرِجُْم - لْا بِوُلُق  یِف  هُکُُلسَْن  کَِلذَکَ  ﴾ 12﴿

نَیِلَّولاَا هَُّنسُ  تْلَخَ  دْقَوَ  هِِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  لاَ  ﴾ 13﴿

نَوجُرُْعیَ هِیِف  اوُّلظَفَ  ءِآمَّسلا  اًباَب مِّ-نَ  مهِْیلَعَ  انحْتَفَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 14﴿

نَورُوحُسَّْم مٌوْقَ  نُحَْن  لَْب  اَنرُاصَْبأَ  تْرَ  -ِ کّسُ امََّنإِ  اوُلاقََل  ﴾ 15﴿

.” Thus do We make it to enter into the hearts of the guilty . “ 12

.” But) they do not believe in it and such has been the way of the ancients . “ ) 13

And even if We opened to them a gate from the sky, so that they ascended into it . “ 14
,” all the while

They would definitely say: "Indeed our eyes have been blindfolded, rather we are . “ 15
.” a people bewitched

Commentary: verses 12-15

In a few verses before, we had that the pagans requested the blissful Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) to bring forth angels for them to see. Here, verse 14 proclaims that even if

Allah opens a gateway to them from the sky so that they will ascend it and they will

see the angels and other things, they will not yet believe in the Truth, for their request

for seeing angels is just a pretext, and an obstinate fellow may also deny his own

:ascent to the sky, too. Here are the verses

.” Thus do We make it to enter into the hearts of the guilty“

.” But) they do not believe in it and such has been the way of the ancients “ )

And even if We opened to them a gate from the sky, so that they ascended into it all “ 
,” the while
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Another verse of the Qur’ān says: “And had We sent a book down to you, written on a
paper, so that they touched it with their own hands, certainly (still) those who

disbelieved would have said: ‘This is naught but a manifest sorcery’.” (Sura Al-’An‘ām,
(No. 6, verse 7

Anyway, such disbelievers are so immersed in the abyss of passions, insistence, and

obstinacy with respect to the ‘untruth’ that they if any grounds are provided for them

through which they can repeatedly ascend to the sky and descend from it, they still go

on saying that they have been playing magic works on them and they claim that they

are a group which has been under enchantment all over, and whatever they witness

:is never in anyway identical with reality. The verse says

They would definitely say: "Indeed our eyes have been blindfolded, rather we are a “ 
.” people bewitched

It is not surprising that man reaches such heights in proportions as regards hostilities

and obstinacy. For man’s inherent nature and his untouched inner self is able to

receive the factual realities and observations of the true profiles of what is real. As a
result of committing sin, having ignorance and hostility against the Truth, he will

gradually adhere to what is utter ignorance and darkness. Certainly, it is possible to

wipe out everything in the first stages, though once it is embedded in one’s nature,
.thus becoming habitual, it cannot be easily wiped out

It is in this case that the profile of the Truth alters in man, as far as that the most

rational arguments and the most explicit tangible reasons will have no impact on him,
.thus leading him to the denial of all the rational as well as tangible matters of life
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Section 2:Everything in the Universe Takes place by Allah’s Command

Point

The strongholds in Heaven guarded against every accursed devil – Everything is

originated and sustained by Allah alone – All shall be collected to account for on the

Day of Judgment

نَیرِظِاَّنلِل اهَاَّنَّیزَوَ  اًجورُُب  ءِآمََّسلا  یِف  انَْلعَجَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 16﴿

And indeed, We have established constellations in the sky and We have . “ 16
,” decorated them for the beholders

Commentary: verse 16

The Arabic term /burūj/ originally signifies ‘emergence’, and a woman who shows off

his ornaments in Arabic is said: /taburrajat-il-mar’ah/. The Arabic term /burj/ also

refers to a palace, and those high-raised buildings which present special splendours.
.In this verse the celestial globes, or their locations, are likened to constellations

As the earth rotates around the sun, an imaginary circle is formed which is called ‘the

Zodiac’. This circle is divided into twelve equal zones within either of which certain

stars are located, according to the shape of that collection of stars, it has been named

to it. In Persian, they are called as Farvardin, Ordibehesht, khordad, … and in Arabic,
they are called Hamal, Sour, Jowzā, Saratān, Asad, Sunbulah, Mīzān, Aqrab, Qous,
Judī, Dalw and Hūt. All of these phenomena represent the power and splendour of

.Allah
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مٍیجَِّر نٍاطَْیشَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  اهَانَظْفِحَوَ  ﴾ 17﴿

نٌیِبُّم بٌاهَشِ  هُعَبَْتاَفَ  عَمَّْسلا  قَرَتَسْا  نِمَ  َّلاإِ  ﴾ 18﴿

.” And We have guarded them against every accursed Satan . “ 17

.” Save him who steals the hearing, so there pursues him a clear flame . “ 18

Commentary: verses 17-18

The Arabic word /’istirāq/ is derived from /sirqat/, and thus the Arabic phrase means:
‘the stealing of words’. The commentators have raised some issues with regard to

this verse; among them one may name Fakhr-i-Rāzī and ’Ālūsī who have said in their

commentaries that the objective meaning, in talking about the sky, is this same

apparent sky, and the objective in mind in talking about the meteor is this same

celestial stone-like objects, which are thrown down and are set in flame. However,
some other commentators have suggested that here the objective in mind, when

referring to the sky, is the ‘invisible world’, and the world of Truth, into which Satans

:have no way and permission to enter. Here are the verses

.” And We have guarded them against every accursed Satan “ 

.” Save him who steals the hearing, so there pursues him a clear flame“

And, regarding its meaning, perhaps one can say: We have located identification

figures and leaders in the spaces of spirituality, thus protecting the truth from the

temptations of
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Satan. And whenever a person who has the qualities of Satan, is acting temptation,
We will launch an attack on him, expelling and perishing all sorts of innovation, and

eclecticism, as well as other temptations, by sound reasoning and sound logic of the

true believers. Thus, one can find the relationship between the birth of Hadrat-i-
Massiah (a.s.) and further-more, the birth of Hadrat-i-Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and the

.casting off of such Satans from the skies

:Explanations

.The Satan is not only Iblis, but there are Satans . 1

.Eavesdropping and spying are both jobs of the Satan . 2

A spy must be dealt with quickly and in a revolutionary manner. “… so there pursues . 3
.” him a clear flame

Wherever a Satan-like individual was to be found, the enlightening people must . 4
.chase and strike him with the torch of knowledge

The response to the Satanic acts must be provided with utmost explicitness, . 5
.openness, quickness and with the maximum straight forwardness

****
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نٍوزُوْمَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  اهَیِف  انَْتبَنأَوَ  یَسِاوَرَ  اهَیِف  انَْیقَْلأَوَ  اهَاَندْدَمَ  ضَرْلاَاوَ  ﴾ 19﴿

نَیِقزِارَِب هَُل  مُْتسَّْل  نمَوَ  شَِیاعَمَ  اهَیِف  مْکَُل  انَْلعَجَوَ  ﴾ 20﴿

مٍوُلْعمَ رٍدَقَِب  َّلاإِ  هُُل   ِ زّنَُن امَوَ  هُُنِئآزَخَ  اَندَْنعِ  َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نإِوَ مِّ-ن  ﴾ 21﴿

And We have spread the earth, and We have cast therein firm mountains, and We . “ 19
.” have grown in it of every thing in due balance

And We have provided means of subsistence therein for you and for him whom . “ 20
.” you are not responsible for his sustenance

And there is not a thing but with Us are its treasures, and We do not send it down . “ 21
.” save in appointed measure

Commentary: verses 19-21

To complement the previous discussion, the Qur’ān brings here some Divine verses

.about the whole creation, and the symbols of Allah’s splendour on the earth

:It begins with the earth at first, saying

, …” And We have spread the earth “ 

The Arabic term /madd/ originally means ‘expansion and spreading’, and most

probably, it points to those parts of the land which emerged from under the water.
For, as we know, the entire surface of the earth was covered hidden with water

because of flood-like rains in the beginning. Many years passed before those flood-
like rains settled down in pitfalls of the earth, and parts of dry lands emerged

gradually. This is the
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same thing which is referred to in Islamic literature as /dahw-ul-’ard/ (expansion of

(. the earth

And since the creation of mountains, with all the various advantages which carried

with them, is considered as one of the signs of monotheism, the Qur’ān refers to

:them, by adding

, …” and We have cast therein firm mountains “… 

The Arabic term /’ilqā’/ means ‘throwing or casting’. However, we know that

mountains are the same ups and downs of the earth which have emerged because of

the gradual freezing of the cruse of the earth or owing to the eruption of the

volcanoes. It is possible that the term /’ilqā’/ has been applied to mean as to bring into

existence in this context. In our daily life, we also say that we have, for instance,
developed plans for such a land and have planned several rooms in it, in which case it

.means that we have built those rooms

Anyway, in addition to the fact that such mountains are inter-connected with one

another from the foundations and are protecting the earth against the pressures

from within which cause earthquakes, and in addition to their function of obstructing

the power of the storms and breaking them, thus controlling the blowing of winds and

breezes in a very exact manner, they also constitute a good place for reservoirs of

.water, whether be it in the form of snow or of springs

The emphasis has especially been laid on the Qur’ānic word /rawāsī/, the plural of

/rāsiyah/ which means: ‘constant, and stationary or sustaining’, which is a delicate

reference to what we discussed above, indicating that not only they are all constant

themselves but also they serve as a pillar for the constancy of the crust of the earth

.and human life
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Then, alluding to the most important factor in human life, as well as all living

:creatures, that is, the plants, the holy verse continues saying

.” and We have grown in it of every thing in due balance “… 

What a beautiful and yet explicit interpretation it is to the Arabic term /mauzūn/ which

is principally derived from the word /wazn/ (weight) which refers to the recognition of

the quantity of everything. It is cited in Mufradāt Rāqib: “Weight is the knowledge as

.” to the quantity of the thing

This Qur’ānic word refers to the exact keeping of the wonderful accounts and the

measurements which are appropriate to all parts of plants, each of which has its own

.particles as of stems, branches, leaves, layers, seeds, and fruits

There are perhaps hundreds of thousands of plants with various qualifications and

varieties of effects the knowledge of which provides us with an outlook into the

cognition of Allah, and the foliage of each leaf opens up a new chapter and presents a
.new volume upon the knowledge unto the Creator

This possibility has also been forwarded that the objective of mentioning growth in

this phrase is in case of various mines in mountains, because Arabs also refer to

/. mines as /’inbāt

In some quotations, there are also allusions made to this very meaning. A tradition

narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) denotes: “Someone asked him about the

commentary of this verse, and he answered: ‘The objective is that Allah has created

(the mines of gold, silver, jewels and other metals in mountains.”(1

This possibility also exists that the objective of /’inbāt/ (to grow) is its meaning in its

comprehensive form which
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.encompasses all of those creatures which Allah has created on the earth

In Sura Noah, from the tongue of that great prophet the Qur’ān says that he told the

people: “ And Allah made you grow like a plant from the earth.” (Sura Noah, No. 71,
(verse 17

Anyway, there is no incompatibility found in case that this verse has a vast and

.comprehensive meaning which includes plants, human beings and mines or the like

****

As the means of life and sustenance of human beings is not confined to the plants and

mines, the Qur’ān refers to all such blessings in the next verse, and implies that Allah

has located all means of sustenance for you within the earth. They are available not

only for you but they are there also for all living creatures as well as those which you

do not procure anything for their sustenance and which are beyond your reach. Of

:course, Allah has been providing for all of them their requirements. The verse says

And there is not a thing but with Us are its treasures, and We do not send it down “ 
.” save in appointed measure

The Arabic term /ma‘āyiš/ is the plural form of /ma‘īšah/ which signifies one’s means of

sustenance after which one sometimes seeks and, at other times, they are made

.accessible to him

Some commentators have interpreted the word /ma‘āyiš/ into ‘agriculture, plants,
foods or drinks,’ it seems, however, that the meaning of this word is quite

.comprehensive and it encompasses all means of life

The commentators have presented two versions for the sentence ‘for him whom you

are not responsible for his
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sustenance’ The first version suggests that, as we said in the above, Allah wants to

explain all of His blessings with regard to the human beings as well as with regard to

those animals and living beings which man cannot feed. The other version suggests

that Allah wants to make man aware of the fact that He does both, providing the

means of sustenance for man, on the earth, and making available some living animals

for him (like four-footed animals), which man can not feed. It is He Who nourishes

them though this job of nourishing is accomplished by him. However, we are of the

.opinion that the first version is more correct

We can also base our confirmation as to the interpretation of this in a tradition

adapted from the commentary book by Ali-Ibn-i-’Ibrāhīm, where concerning the

meaning of the above mentioned sentence: he says: “It means: ‘We predetermined

(something for each of the animals’.” (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 9

****

In the last verse under discussion, the Qur’ān deals with the answer to the query

which is raised by many people. That is, why is it that Allah does not provide adequate

means of sustenance with all the people so as to free them from all kinds of

:struggling? Allah answers

And there is not a thing but with Us are its treasures, and We do not send it down “ 
.” save in appointed measure

Therefore, such is not the case that Allah’s power is limited and He should be terrified

by the case of running short of supplies. However, the stores and reservoirs as well as

stocks of this world have got its proper book-keepings, and the means of sustenance

.are descended from His side in carefully measured and calculated proportions
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Elsewhere in the Qur’ān we read: “And if Allah should amplify the provision for His

servants, they would certainly revolt in the earth; but He sends it down according to a
(measure as He pleases; …”(1

It is quite clear that struggling for survival not only distances man from laziness,
slowness, and despondency, but it also provides for him with the means for

engagement in sound ways of thinking and bodily activities. Were it not so, and were

there everything placed at man’s disposal without any calculations, it could not be

.predicted how the world would look like in that situation

A dozen jobless men, in welfare and with no controls imposed on them, would create

a terrible atmosphere. For we know that the people of this world are not of the sort of

those in Paradise who are devoid of all passions, egoisms, arrogance, and deviations.
They are rather of the mixed type with good and evil attributes who must be placed in

.the melting pot of this world so as to be experienced and differentiated

Therefore, as need and poverty often leads man towards deviation and misfortune,
.too much affluence also can be a cause of corruption and destruction

:Explanations

?What Are Allah’s Treasures  – 1

There are many verses in the Qur’ān which denote that Allah has got treasures, the

heavenly treasures and the earthly ones are all His. Or the Qur’ān indicates that the

.treasures of everything are with Him
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The Arabic term /xazā’in/ is the plural form of /xazānah/ which signifies a place where

one stores his wealth to be protected. It is originally derived from /xazan/ which

means protecting and preserving something. Obviously, one seeks to store and

preserve something who has got limited power and when one is unable to procure

whatever he wants in any time. Therefore, once he is able he stores in his treasury

.whatever he feels it is necessary for him in the future

However, can one apply such concepts in case of Allah? Certainly not. That is why

some commentators, like Tabarsī in Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Fakhr-i-Rāzī in Tafsīr-i-Kabīr

and Rāqib in Mufradāt, have interpreted the phrase /xazā’inullah/ (the treasures of

Allah) as ‘the possibilities of Allah’. That is, everything is assembled in Allah’s treasury

.of power, and He can bring forth whatever of it is deemed necessary in His Wisdom

However, some other great commentators have claimed that the application of

‘Allah’s treasures’ refers to the entire affairs which exist in the world of existence and

the material world, including the elements and the means for creating them. In this

collection, everything exists to an unlimited extent, but every single one of the

products and particular beings of this world is created to a limited extent, without

(considering that the existence is exclusive to it. (Al-Mīzān, vol. 12, p. 148

Such interpretation, though principally is an acceptable proposition, is less acceptable

’. than the first one which interprets it ‘with Us

Anyway, the application of such a sense like /xazā’inullah/ which apparently does not

hold true with its usual significance due to Allah, but it is such because Allah wants to

speak to people through their own language. Once you are supposed to
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.deal with a child, you will have to apply the language of children

In conclusion, one finds it evident that the comments of some commentators who

have considered the word /xazā’in/ as reservoirs of ‘water and rain’, and its

confinement within this specified example, not only, is unsubstantiated but also it is

.not commensurate with the vast concept of the verse

:Kinds of Descent  – 2

As it was stated earlier, descent does not always mean coming down from a high

place. It also means descending in one’s rank as well as in one’s position. Thus, if

some favour from a superior is bestowed on inferiors, it is meant as descent. It is for

this reason that this term has been applied also to Allah’s blessings in the Glorious

Qur’ān: Whether they may be descended from the skies like rain, or they might be

grown up on the earth, like animals, as verse 6 in Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39 says: “… and

He sent down for you eight head of cattle in pairs; …”. We also read concerning iron, in
.Sura Al-Hadīd, No. 57, verse 25 that it says: “… and We sent down iron, …”, and the like

Briefly speaking the Arabic words /nuzūl/ and /’inzāl/ here signify ‘existence, creation

and origination’. Nonetheless, as it is achieved from the side of Allah towards His

.servants, such an interpretation has been ascribed to it

****
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نَیِنزِاخَِب هَُل  مُْتنأَ  آمَوَ  هُومُکُانَْیقَسْاَفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  انَْلزَناَفَ  حَِقاوََل  حَایَ   ِ رّلا انَْلسَرْأَوَ  ﴾ 22﴿

And We send winds fertilizing, and We send down water from the sky, so We give . “ 22
.” it to you to drink of, while you are not its treasurers

Commentary: verse 22

The Arabic term /lawāqih/ is derived from /liqāh/ which means: fertilizing of the clouds

by joining together of the positive and negative pieces of cloud,(1) or it also refers to

.the fertilization of plants through the act of transferring of plant pollination

Following the discussion about some of the secrets of creation and other kinds of the

blessings of Allah in previous verses, the holy Qur’ān alludes to the blow of the winds

and their effective role in raining, when it implies that Allah sends down the winds

while they are fertilizing. They join pieces of clouds together and fertilize them. The

:verse says

, …” And We send winds fertilizing “ 

Then it continues following that Allah sends down rain, and by that He quenches the

:thirst of all of men, while they are unable to protect and preserve it. The verse says

and We send down water from the sky, so We give it to you to drink of, while you “… 
.” are not its treasurers
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That is, you are unable to collect and preserve rain in great quantities after raining. It

is Allah Who by freezing it in the form of snow and ice, or through sending that to the

depth of the earth, makes them come out and flow in the form of springs and wells. It

.is He Who collects and stores them

:Explanations

.Man is often unable to preserve his most necessary requirements - 1

Man cannot store water within clouds for a long time. Nor can he store it on the - 2
surface of the earth. This cannot be done on the earth since it penetrates the earth,

.and it can not be done on stone and rocky valleys either as it evaporates

****
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نَوُثرِاوَْلا نُحَْنوَ  تُیمُِنوَ  یِیحُْن  نُحْنََل  اَّنإِو  ﴾ 23﴿

نَیرِخِأْتَسْمُْلا انَمِْلعَ  دْقََلوَ  مْکُنِم  نَیِمدِْقتَسْمُْلا  انَمِْلعَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 24﴿

مٌیِلعَ مٌیکِحَ  هَُّنإِ  مْهُرُشُحْیَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِوَ  ﴾ 25﴿

.” And certainly We make alive and We cause to die and We are the (only) Heirs . “ 23

And indeed We know those of you who have gone before and We are certainly . “ 24
.” aware of the succeeding ones

And verily, it is your Lord Who will gather them together, verily He is All-Wise, All- . “ 25
.” Knowing

Commentary: verses 23-25

The matters of death and life are solely in His authority. All are transient; therefore, it
is appropriate for us to leave a good heritage for the Authentic Inheritor. The verse

:says

.” And certainly We make alive and We cause to die and We are the (only) Heirs “ 

Thus, time also will leave no impact on the knowledge of Allah. His knowledge is

:identical as to the past, the present, and the future. The verse says

And indeed We know those of you who have gone before and We are certainly “ 
.” aware of the succeeding ones

The commentators have mentioned some examples for the Qur’ānic terms:
:/mustaqdimīn/ and /musta’xirīn/, among which are the followings

.The predecessors and the survivors - 1

.Those who overtake and lovers of the Holy War, etc - 2
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Those who present themselves for prayers in the front line of congregation prayer, - 3
.and those who queue up in the last line

According to this meaning, some went as far as to queue up in the last line of

congregation prayer so as to be able to look at women, who presented themselves

for congregation prayer, with evil intentions as Allah says: “ We know ”. Some

believers would go as far as to sell their houses to exchange it for buying a house

close to the mosque so as to be able to arrive there for standing in the front line of the

prayers. These are those whom the verse refers to and implies that Allah knows such

.people, too

Anyway, the uprising of the Resurrection Day, and the provision of both punishment

and reward are all the affairs concerned to the Ranks of the Sovereignty of Allah. The

:verse says

And verily, it is your Lord Who will gather them together, verily He is All-Wise, All- “ 
.” Knowing

:Notes

Those preceding and those succeeding will be mustered altogether in the . 1
Resurrection Day: “… who will gather them together; …” And Allah is well aware of the

.performances of all as well as of the intentions and impacts of any individual

The rationale behind the resurrection is His Wisdom. If all of the particles of dust . 2
become food, and all foods become sperms and all sperms transform into human

beings and they turn into dust again with their death, while there might not be any

.record and accounts for them, this is not a wise job done
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Section 3:Man’s Creation – Satan’s Arrogance

Point

Man’s Creation – Satan’s Arrogance

Man’s creation – Angels ordered to prostrate in obedience to Man – Satan’s
arrogance – Satan driven away accursed – Satan respited until the Day of Judgment –
Satan’s enmity to Man – Satan denied authority over the chosen devotees of Allah in

.Adam’s seed

نٍوُنسَّْم أٍمَحَ  لٍاصَْلصَ مِّ-نْ  نِم  نَاسَنلإِا  انَْقلَخَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 26﴿

مِومَُّسلا رِاَّن  نِم  لُْبقَ  نِم  هُانَْقلَخَ  َّنآجَْلاوَ  ﴾ 27﴿

.” And certainly We created man of raw clay, of black mud moulded . “ 26

.” And the jinn We created before, of intensively burning fire . “ 27

Commentary: verses 26-27

The Arabic term /salsāl/ refers to a dry and raw kind of clay in which once blown, the

(. sound of whistling comes out of it. (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān

The Qur’ānic term /hama’/ refers to dark mud, and the word /masnūn/ means varying

and moulded. The Arabic word /sumūm/ refers to a hot wind which infiltrates into the

.depth of one’s entity like poison

This verse either makes allusions to the creation of the first man, namely Hadrat-i-
Adam, or the objective is the process of creation of all human beings in which case,
the materials within the earth are transformed through food and sperm into human

beings. As Qur’ān in Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18, verse 37,implies that man was first in the

from of dust, then it was
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.turned into semen (sperm-drop) and it was finally turned into a (complete) man

In the Qur’ānic literature, ‘jinn’ is a responsible being which has been addressed by

Allah: “O’ assembly of the jinn and mankind! …”(1) And Jinn understands the Qur’ān:
“… a party of the jinn listened, and they said: Verily we have heard a wonderful

.Qur’ān.”(2) Jinns also have passions like human beings

According to this verse, the creation of jinn took place before man and it was created

out of fire. Allah says: Iblīs is also one of Jinns: “… he was of the Jinn …”(3) and Iblīs will

go into Hell like other evil Jinns. “… Certainly I will fill Hell with the Jinn and the

(mankind together.”(4

In conclusion, the Qur’ān implies that Allah has created man out of raw and dry clay

(like tile or ceramic) which is extracted out of a kind of black clay. Prior to this, He had

:created Jinns out of hot and burning fire. The verse says

.” And certainly We created man of raw clay, of black mud moulded “ 

.” And the jinn We created before, of intensively burning fire “ 

****
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نٍوُنسَّْم أٍمَحَ  لٍاصَْلصَ مِّ-نْ  اًرشََب مِّ-ن  قٌِلاخَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ هِکَِئلآمَْلِل  کَُّبرَ  لَاقَ  ذْإِوَ  ﴾ 28﴿

نَیدِجِاسَ هَُل  اوعُقَفَ  یحِوُّر  نِم  هِیِف  تُخْفََنوَ  هُُتْیَّوسَ  اذَإِفَ  ﴾ 29﴿

نَوعُمَجْأَ مْهُُّلکُ  هُکَِئلآمَْلا  دَجَسَفَ  ﴾ 30﴿

نَیدِجِاَّسلا عَمَ  نَوکُیَ  نأَ  یَبأَ  سَیِلْبإِ  َّلآإِ  ﴾ 31﴿

And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: ‘Verily, I am about to create . “ 28
’.” man of raw clay, of black mud moulded

So when I have completed him and I have breathed into him of My Spirit, fall you . “ 29
.down, prostrating yourselves unto him

,” So the angels fell prostrate, all of them together . “ 30

(.” Except ’Iblīs; he refused to be with those who prostrated (in obedience . “ 31

Commentary: verses 28-31

The statement of the Qur’ān returns to the issue of creation of man once again and

continues Allah’s speaking with the angels which took place before the man’s
:creation. It says as follows

And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: ‘Verily, I am about to create man “ 
’.” of raw clay, of black mud moulded

Addressing the Divine angels, He continues: And when I completed the creation

process and I blow into him a noble, clean and splendid soul out of My Own, all and

:each one of you prostrate before him. The verse says
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So when I have completed him and I have breathed into him of My Spirit, fall you “ 
.down, prostrating yourselves unto him

The creation of man then was over and man was provided for with whatever of body

and soul was required for him. Everything was accomplished: At this moment, all

:angels prostrated without any exceptions before him. The Qur’ān says

,” So the angels fell prostrate, all of them together “ 

:The only one who did not obey this order was ’Iblīs. Therefore, it adds

(.” Except ’Iblīs; he refused to be with those who prostrated (in obedience “ 

:Note Two Issues with Respect to This matter

The objective meaning of the blowing of Allah’s spirit into man is not the state of . 1
being alive and to breathe, for animals also do the same thing. However, the purpose

is the bestowal of such qualifications as creativity, will, and knowledge from the part

of Allah accorded to human beings. The attributing of spirit to Allah is for the sake of

elevation of the position of spirit, such as the words as /bayt-ul-lah/ (House of Allah)
(. and /šahr-ul-lah/ (the month of Allah

The prostration of the angels before man was not a ceremonial kind of prostration. . 2
It was meant to present the modesty of angels when confronting man himself and the

human generations. That is, the angels are also at the service of man and submissive

(to him. (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān, vol. 12, p. 165
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نَیدِجِاَّسلا عَمَ  نَوکُتَ  َّلااَ  کََلامَ  سُیِلْبإِ  آیَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 32﴿

نٍوُنسَّْم أٍمَحَ  نِْم  لٍاصَْلصَ  نِم  هُتَْقلَخَ  رٍشَبَِل  دَجُسْلاَ  نکُأَ  مَْل  لَاقَ  ﴾ 33﴿

مٌیجِرَ کََّنإِف  اهَْنِم  جْرُخْافَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 34﴿

نِی  ِ دّلا مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  هَنَْعَّللا  کَْیلَعَ  َّنإِو  ﴾ 35﴿

He said: ‘O’ Iblīs! What is your reason for not being with those who prostrated (in . “ 32
(?’ ” obedience

Iblīs) said: ‘I am not such that I prostrate myself unto a man whom You have . “ )’ 33
’.” created of raw clay, of black mud moulded

’.” He said: ‘Then get out of it, for verily you are driven away accursed . “ 34

.” And, verily, the curse will be on you until the Day of Judgment . “ 35

Commentary: verses 32-35

It was on this occasion that ’Iblīs was interrogated, in the course of which he was

:addressed as follows

He said: ‘O’ Iblīs! What is your reason for not being with those who prostrated (in“
(?’ ” obedience

Iblīs who was selfishly engaged in matters of pride and egoism, so much so that he’
:had lost his wisdom, responded to the Lord in a rude way, as the verse says

Iblīs) said I am not such that I prostrate myself unto a man whom you have created “ )’
’.” of raw clay, of black mud moulded

He who had not been kept in touch with the secrets of creation due to his pride and

egoism, and who fell down
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suddenly from the climax of his position, was no more eligible to be among the ranks

:of the angels. Therefore, he was immediately addressed by Allah, as such

’.” He said: ‘Then get out of it, for verily you are driven away accursed “ 

And Satan was warned to beware that his arrogance served as the source of his

:disbelief. This disbelief made his cast off for ever. The verse says

.” And, verily, the curse will be on you until the Day of Judgment “ 

****
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نَوُثعَْبُی مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  یِنرْظِناَفَ    ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  ﴾ 36﴿

نَیرِظَنمُْلا نَِم  کََّنإِفَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 37﴿

مِوُلْعمَْلا تِْقوَْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  ﴾ 38﴿

?” Iblīs) said: ‘O’ Lord! Respite me then till the day when they are raised . “ )’ 36

’.” Said He: ‘Then verily you are of the respited ones . “ 37

.” Till the day of the appointed time . “ 38

Commentary: verses 36-38

As ’Iblīs found himself an outcast from the threshold of the Allah’s court and felt that

man’s creation caused his misfortune, the flames of hatred started within him so as to

:take vengeance on the sons of Adam. It was why, as the verse says

?” Iblīs) said: ‘O’ Lord! Respite me then till the day when they are raised “ )’

This the Satan asked not for the sake of repenting, or for the sake of regretting as to

what he had done, seeking to compensate for everything, but rather in order to

.continue his obstinacy, hostility, and his stiff-neckedness

:So did Allah accept this request of ’Iblīs. The verse says

’.” Said He: ‘Then verily you are of the respited ones “ 

However, this respite does not extend in time as far as the Day of Judgment on which

:all mankind will be raised, as ’Iblīs requested, but for ‘a definite time’. The verse says

.” Till the day of the appointed time “ 

The objective in mind when mentioning “Till the day of the appointed time.”, is the end

.of this world and the rolling up of the designated duration of the duties
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نَیعِمَجْأَ مْهَُّنیَوِغْلاُوَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  مْهَُل  َّنَن  -ِ يّزَلاَُ یِنتَْیوَغْأَ  آمَِب    ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  ﴾ 39﴿

نَیصِلَخُْم - لْا مُهُْنِم  كَدَابَعِ  َّلاإِ  ﴾ 40﴿

Iblīs) said: ‘O’ Lord! because You have left me to stray, certainly I will adorn (evil) . “ )’ 39
’.” to them on the earth, and certainly I will cause them all to go astray

.” Except Your chosen servants among them . “ 40

Commentary: verses 39-40

Here we find ’Iblis revealed and exposed his true hidden intention, though nothing

was hidden from Him, when ’Iblīs answered Allah implying that He refused him and it
was this ‘man’ who paved the ground for his misfortunes, ’Iblīs should be engaged

from then on in attracting them to the material blessings of this world by decorating

and vanishing them, thus seeking to make them engaged in them. Therefore,
:ultimately, he would cause them all to be misled. The verse says

Iblīs) said: ‘O’ Lord! because You have left me to stray, certainly I will adorn (evil) to “ )’
’.” them on the earth, and certainly I will cause them all to go astray

Nevertheless, he knew well that his mischief would never leave any impact on the

devotee servants of Allah. Therefore, he soon made an exception to his saying, and

:said

.” Except Your chosen servants among them “ 

These are those who have attained the highest levels of Faith and practice which

have been brought about after going through a thorough educational curriculum and

’. struggle against their ‘egotistic selves
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:There are two points raised in here which are worth mentioning

Allah never leads anyone astray. However, if someone seeks willingly to accept the . 1
deviant path, Allah may leave him alone. This abandoning is the utmost case of the

Divine punishment and outrage. As ’Iblis also willingly selected the path of arrogance

and obstinacy, Allah left him to his own means. Then the objective in saying

/’aqwaytanī/ (you have left me to stray) is meant in the same sense. That is, now that

You no longer locate me within the reach of Your blessings and You left me alone to

.my own devices for the sake of my obstinate behavior, I will then do this and that

Iblīs knows that a group of people are among the Divine selected ones. (That is, he . ’ 2
has also accepted the legitimacy of ‘Prophethood’ and ‘Imamate’ as one can conclude

from the clause: “O’ Lord! because You have left me to stray” that he has also

accepted Allah. And as one also concludes from his prayer to be given a second

chance “… till the day when they are raised”, he has also accepted the principle of

.Resurrection

Therefore, ’Iblis was right in his ideological principles. However, his main fault was his

.arrogance and his not having a spirit of submission and servitude

Thus, it is not enough to embrace merely the Faith and to have knowledge of

something; but also practice, submission to the Will of Allah, and servitude are

.necessary

****
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مٌیقِتَسُْم َّیلَعَ  طٌارَصِ  اذَهَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 41﴿

نَیوِاغَْلا نَِم  کَعَبََّتا  نِمَ  َّلاإِ  نٌاطَْلسُ  مْهِْیلَعَ  کََل  سَْیَل  يدِابَعِ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 42﴿

(’.” Said He: ‘This is for Me a straight path (which I have undertaken . “ 41

Verily, (as regards) My (devoted) servants, there is not for you over them any . “ 42
.” authority, except those who follow you of the deviators

Commentary: verses 41-42

In the previous verse, ’Iblis announced that he would mislead all except the selected

devotee individuals. In this verse, Allah remarks: The reason as to why ’Iblis does not

have the power to dominate His servants is because of His Straight Path and His way

of treatment. That is, Allah’s way of treatment is such that He Himself guarantees

their protection, and this does not imply that ’Iblis would have nothing to do with

them. On the contrary, he might not be in a position to exercise any power over them.
:The verse says

(’.” Said He: ‘This is for Me a straight path (which I have undertaken “ 

Thus, the Satan has got no power over those who are devoted to Allah and are

submissive to Him. If we can enter the circle of Allah’s servants through our

:worshipping and virtue, we may be insured and can be rest assure. The verse says

Verily, (as regards) My (devoted) servants, there is not for you over them any “ 
.” authority, except those who follow you of the deviators
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Incidentally, the Satan’s job is engaging man in mischief and not exercising or

exerting his domination: “… there is not for you over them any authority, …”. In the

resurrection day, the Satan, answering the people’s protests, will say: “ I only invited

.” you; I did not put you under any obligation or domination

Anyway, in order to despise the Satan and to reinforce the position of the truth-
seeking individuals and those who are the followers of the path of monotheism, He

said that the straight path which He has undertaken is His usual way of treatment and

that Satan will have no authority or domination over His servants except on those

misled ones who may voluntarily follow his footsteps. That is, it is not indeed Satan

who is able to seduce people. Rather, it is the deviants who willingly accept Satan’s
.call and follow his footsteps

****
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نَیعمَجْأَ مْهُدُعِوْمََل  مََّنهَجَ  َّنإِو  ﴾ 43﴿

مٌوسُْقَّم ءٌزْجُ  مْهُْن  بٍاَب مِّ-   ِ لّکُ بٍاوَْبأَ لِّ- هُعَْبسَ  اهََل  ﴾ 44﴿

.” And verily Hell is certainly the promised place of them all . “ 43

It has seven gates, for every gate there shall be a (separate) party of them . “ 44
.” assigned

Commentary: verses 43-44

:Allah has directed His most explicit threats towards the followers of the Satan, saying

.” And verily Hell is certainly the promised place of them all “ 

Let them not conjecture that they can escape punishment or their accounts would not

be scrutinized. It is the same Hell which has got seven gates, and each of which is

:allocated to one category of the followers of Satan. The verse says

It has seven gates, for every gate there shall be a (separate) party of them “ 
.” assigned

These are, in fact, the gates of the sins through which men will be led into Hell. As is
the case with those categories of people who enter Paradise, having with them a bag

.back of righteous deeds and struggles, which qualify them for entering Paradise

The seven gateways of the Hell probably signifies that the number of the factors for

those going to Hell is abundant. That is, there are numerous ways which predispose

one to go to Hell. Like verse 27 of Sura Luqmān No. 31 which says: “And were every

tree that is in the earth (made into) pens and the sea (to supply it with ink), with seven

more seas to increase it, the
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words of Allah would not come to an end; …” This means that they cannot write out all

Allah’s words, and here an allusion is made to the fact that Allah’s creatures are so

.enormous in quantity that they are not to be accounted

:Messages

, …” Each of the Paradise and Hell has some doorways. “It has seven gates . 1

We read in Nahj-ul-Balāghah that the strugglers in the path of Allah will have got a)
.( particular entrance to Paradise

Hell, just like Paradise, has also got different levels and grades, and each person will . 2
.be punished in it according to his own offence

****
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Section 4:Reward for the Righteous – Angles Give Abraham the Tidings of a Son

Point

The great reward the righteous will be given – Angels give Abraham the glad tidings of

.a son in his old age – Angles sent to punish the guilty ones among the people of Lot

نَیِنِماءَ مٍلاَسَِب  اهَوُلخُدْا  ﴾ 46  ﴿ نٍوُیعُوَ تٍاَّنجَ  یِف  نَیقَِّتمُْلا  َّنإِ  ﴾ 45﴿

نَیِلِباقتَُم رٍرُسُ  یلَعَ  اًناوَخْإِ  لٍّغِ  نِْم  مهِرِودُصُ  یِف  امَ  انَعْزََنوَ  ﴾ 47﴿

نَیجِرَخْمُِب اهَْن  مهُ مِّ- امَوَ  بٌصََن  اهَیِف  مْهُُّسمَیَ  لاَ  ﴾ 48﴿

.” Verily, the pious ones shall be amidst gardens and watersprings . “ 45

’.” They will be addressed:) ‘Enter you therein in peace, secure . “ ) 46

And We remove whatever rancour may be in their breasts. (They will be as) . “ 47
.” brothers upon coaches, face to face

.” No toil there shall afflict them in it, nor shall they be ever cast out of it . “ 48

Commentary: verses 45-48

Through these holy verses, Allah has stated eight heavenly rewards for the people of

virtue. They are: gardens, springs, health, security, removal of all hatred,
brotherhood, face to face coaches, being aloof from any kind of harm or toil, and

:immortality. The Qur’ān says

.” Verily, the pious ones shall be amidst gardens and watersprings “ 
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’.” They will be addressed:) ‘Enter you therein in peace, secure “ )

In the previous verse, we read that except those sincere believers selected by Allah,
all people will be targeted by the Satan’s temptations. In these verses the Qur’ān

implies that if man does not reach the heights already achieved by those who are

devoted and selected, but attains the objectives for the hierarchy of virtues, he will

:still be covered by the kinds of Divine blessings. The Qur’ān says

And We remove whatever rancour may be in their breasts. (They will be as) brothers “ 
.” upon coaches, face to face

What is of importance in this stage is the assembling of all blessings in one unit. In this

world one finds gardens in one place, while there may be no springs therein,
sometimes there are streams to be found there but there is no security over there; at

times all are present with together, though there may not be authenticity or sincerity

furnished there. At times, it happens that all those blessings are coupled with different

kinds of hardships and are tedious to obtain. At other times, when all blessings are

brought together, one has to abdicate them all and leave them behind. However,
what differentiates Hereafter from this world is that all material, spiritual, social and

:psychological blessings are eternal in Heaven. The verse says

.” No toil there shall afflict them in it, nor shall they be ever cast out of it “ 

Attention: The Arabic term /qill/ mentioned in verse 47 signifies secret infiltration.
Therefore, evil characteristics set in their roots secretly in human beings. The

Qur’ānic terms /surur/ amd /sarīr/ are derived from the word /surūr/ which

means ‘throne’. One concludes that accession to the throne is pleasant and causes

.one’s rejoicing
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مُیحَِّرلا رُوفُغَْلا  اَنأَ  ِ-ي  نّأَ يدِابَعِ  ِ-ئْ  بَّن ﴾ 49﴿

مُیِللاَا بُاذَعَْلا  وَهُ  یِباذَعَ  َّناَوَ  ﴾ 50﴿

,” O Prophet!) Inform My servants (that) verily I am the Forgiving, the Merciful . “ ) 49

.” And that My chastisement is the painful chastisement . “ 50

Commentary: verses 49-50

Now, it may be possible that some sinners and deviant individuals sink in their own

depression, saying: “ We wish we could also reap parts of such blessings.” It is at this

moment that Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful, opens up the gateways of

.” Paradise to them, but with some conditions

:Addressing affectionately and with utmost caressing His Prophet, He says

,” O Prophet!) Inform My servants (that) verily I am the Forgiving, the Merciful “ )

:Note

:In these holy verses, the blissful Qur’ān divides all people into 4 categories

.The devotees (prophets and the saints) over whom ’Iblīs has no domination . 1

.The pious ones who will be dwelling in Paradise . 2

The repenting sinners whom the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) talks about their amnesty in this . 3
.verse

The disobedient sinners who have been warned as against their severe and painful . 4
.chastisement

:The verse says

.” And that My chastisement is the painful chastisement “ 
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مَیهِارَْبإ فِْیضَ  نعَ  مْهُْئ  -ِ بَّنوَ ﴾ 51﴿

نَوُلجِوَ مْکُنِم  اَّنإِ  لَاقَ  اًملاَسَ  اوُلاقَفَ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُلخَدَ  ذْإِ  ﴾ 52﴿

.” And inform them of the guests of Abraham . “ 51

When they entered upon him and said: ‘Peace’, he said: ‘Verily we are scared of . “ 52
!’ ” you

Commentary: verses 51-52

From this verse on, the Qur’ān discusses some instructive parts of the history of great

prophets and the disobedient nations as clear examples of the devotee servants and

:the followers of Satan. It begins with the story of ’Ibrāhīm’s guests, saying

.” And inform them of the guests of Abraham “ 

****

These uninvited guests were the same angels who anonymously called on ’Ibrāhīm

:first, and said /salām/ (peace) to him. The verse says

!’ When they entered upon him and said: ‘Peace’, he said: ‘Verily we are scared of you “ 
”

Ibrāhīm got ready to receive them, as is the case with a great and kind host, and’
prepared immediately a proper food for them. But when he spread the dinner table,
the unknown guests did not stretch their hands to take food. Abraham terrified by this

act and, without concealing his terror, he explicitly told them that he was afraid of

.”. them: “Verily we are scared of you
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This kind of fear was because of a tradition prevalent at that time and at later times,
even at the present among some nations that whenever someone eats out of

someone else’s bread and salt, he would feel safe from his side for he feels he owes

him something. It was for this reason that when the angels did not eat the food,
’Ibrāhīm reasoned it as the sign of having ill-intentions, rancour, and enmity with

.regard to him

****
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مٍیِلعَ مٍلاَغُِب  كَرُ  -ِ شّبَُن اَّنإِ  لْجَوْتَ  اوُلاقَ لاَ  ﴾ 53﴿

نَورُ -ِ شّبَُت مَِبفَ  رُبَکِْلا  یَِنَّسمَ  نأَ  یلَعَ  یِنومُُترَّْشَبأَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 54﴿

They said: ‘Be not afraid! Verily we give you the good news of a son endowed with . “ 53
.” knowledge

He said: ‘Do you give me such good news (of a son) while old age has touched . “ 54
?me? Of what do you give me good news

Commentary: verses 53-54

One of the examples of the Divine blessings and Divine outrage is the story of prophet

’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) in which we have the angels, on one hand, giving good news of a son to

him, while on the other hand, we have their news concerning the annihilation of the

.people of Lot as well, when by the latter Abraham was worried

However, before long the angels stopped ’Ibrāhīm from worrying, commending him

not to be frightened, for they were giving him good news of fathering a wise son. The

:verse says

They said: ‘Be not afraid! Verily we give you the good news of a son endowed with “ 
.” knowledge

However, Abraham knew that, from the point of the natural laws, the birth of such a
child by him was a remote matter. Yet, there is nothing impossible for the Power of

:Allah. So, regarding the normal circumstances and natural laws, he said

?He said: ‘Do you give me such good news (of a son) while old age has touched me “ 
…”

:Then Abraham continued his statement by saying

?” Of what do you give me good news “… 

Is this news from Allah’s side or is it you who are giving me the news by yourselves?
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.State clearly so as I can be sure
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نَیطِِناقَْلا نکُتَ مِّ-نَ  لاَفَ    ِ قّحَْلاِب كَاَنرَّْشَب  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 55﴿

نَوُّلآَّضلا َّلاإِ  ِ-هِ  بّرَ هِمَحَّْر  نِم  طُنَْقیَ  نمَوَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 56﴿

They (the guests) said: ‘We give you good news of the Truth. Therefore, be you . “ 55
’.” not of the despairing ones

?’ ” He said: ‘And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord save those who are astray . “ 56

Commentary: verses 55-56

Let us take didactic lessons, sweet and bitter ones, from history. The best histories

are the ones which concern the life of the prophets (a.s.) and the best historians are

.the prophets themselves

Sometimes the angels appear in the form of human beings by the Divine Will and get

in touch with man, among which one may refer to this very story of Hadrat Abraham

(a.s.) in which the angels felt that Abraham became scared. Therefore, the angels did

not give any further chances to Abraham to wonder or hesitate more. They told him

explicitly and decisively that they were carrying the news of the Truth to provide him

with. The kind of good news coming from Allah, and by His order, is the Truth, and

nothing but the truth, that is why it is identical with the Truth and is certain as well.
:The verse says

. …” They (the guests) said: ‘We give you good news of the Truth “ 

Following that and to stress further presuming ’Ibrāhīm having not been overtaken by

any fear and depression, they declared: Now that such is the case, do not be among

:the desperate. The verse continues saying
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’.” Therefore, be you not of the despairing ones “… 

Nonetheless, Abraham quickly alienated this thinking from their minds that he might

be overtaken by hopelessness from the Divine grace. On the contrary, his sole

astonishment concentrated on the issues of natural laws. Therefore, he explicitly

stated in an interrogative sentence, implying who on earth despairs from Allah’s
:grace except those who are misled? The verse says

?’ ” He said: ‘And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord save those who are astray “ 

These are those seduced people who have not rightly come to know Allah and have

not realized the dimensions of His indefinite powers. That Lord Who creates such an

amazing and smashing being called ‘man’ out of some tiny particles of dust, and

brings into existence such a prestigious child out of insignificant semen. He Who turns

and transforms burning fires into a rose-garden. Who can then doubt the ability of

?such a Lord or despair from His grace

****
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نَوُلسَرْمُْلا اهَُّیأَ  مْکُُبطْخَ  امَفَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 57﴿

نَیِمرِجُّْم مٍوْقَ  یَلإِ  آنَْلسِرُْا  آَّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 58﴿

?’” He said: ‘What is your business, then, O’ you (Divine) messengers . “ 57

(’,” They said: ‘Verily we have been sent unto a guilty people (to annihilate them . “ 58

Commentary: verses 57-58

Before starting their mission, the angels used to brief the Divine leaders about their

.own missions

Therefore, after hearing about this good news, Abraham (a.s.) started thinking as to

the fact that the angels, under those circumstances, had not merely come there to

.give him simply the news of having a son

Definitely, they had come to achieve a more important mission, and the conveying of

the good news could be regarded only as a part of that mission. It was for this reason

:that he went on asking them

?’” He said: ‘What is your business, then, O’ you (Divine) messengers “ 

The angels responded that they had been sent to a sinful nation to annihilate them.
:The Qur’ān announces their answer, as the verse says

(’,” They said: ‘Verily we have been sent unto a guilty people (to annihilate them “ 

Thus they made him understand that they had come to destroy the sinful people of

.Lot, for the angels were not sent down to that nation but for their destruction
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نَیعِمَجْأَ مْهُوُّجنَمَُل  اَّنإِ  طٍوُل  لَاءَ  َّلآإِ  ﴾ 59﴿

نَیرِِباغَْلا نَمَِل  اهََّنإِ  آَنرَّْدقَ  هُتَأَرَْما  َّلاإِ  ﴾ 60﴿

.” Save the family of Lot, We shall surely rescue them all . “ 59

Except his wife, of whom we decreed that she should be among those who . “ 60
(.” remain behind (in the chastisement

Commentary: verses 59-60

Hadrat-i-’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) and Hadrat-i-Lot (a.s.) did not recognize the angels in their

first encounter. Therefore, Abraham said: “Verily we are scared of you!”,(1) and Lot

(said: “Verily you are an unknown people.”(2

Certainly, these angels became as Lot’s guests while appearing in the form of some

handsome youths with smart and beautiful faces, and that prophet got worried about

.such guests because of the corruption which was prevalent in that society

And it was for this reason that the angels, knowing about the curiosity of Abraham,
especially in such matters and issues, would not be content with such a brief answer,
instantly added that such an offensive nation is no other than the Lot’s people. They

also remarked that they were sent on the mission to wipe out that evil-begotten and

shameless villains, pounding them thoroughly and to exterminate them altogether,
:except Lot’s family members whom they should rescue all. The verse says
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.” Save the family of Lot, We shall surely rescue them all “ 

****

However, as the Arabic phrase /’ālalūt/ (the family of Lot) with an emphasis on

/’ajma‘īn/ (them all), included all of his family members encompassing even his

misguided wife, who cooperated with the pagans, and perhaps with the awareness of

’Ibrāhīm of the matter, the angels immediately made her an exception to the rule, and

:said

Except his wife, of whom we decreed that she should be among those who remain “ 
(.” behind (in the chastisement

:Explanations

The Arabic term /qābirīn/ is the plural of /qābir/ which means; ‘the remaining ones’ and

.the remaining soil is called dust

One may conclude from the concept of the noble verse that she (Lot’s wife) was

among those who had got to stay in the town and was to be killed like other

.inhabitants of the town

****
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Section 5:Lot and Shu‘ayb’s people

Point

The people of Lot warned – They reject the warning – They are punished – Shu‘ayb’s
.people also transgressed and were punished

نَوُلسَرْمُْلا طٍوُل  لَاءَ  ءَآجَ  اَّملَفَ  ﴾ 61﴿

نَورُکَنُّم مٌوقَ  مْکَُّنإِ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 62﴿

.” So when the (Divine) messengers came unto the family of Lot . “ 61

’.” He said: ‘Verily you are an unknown people . “ 62

Commentary: verses 61-62

As the angels called upon the household of Lot, the situation was such that Lot was

busy with his agriculture in the land outside the town. He wanted to give them a

reception. At the same time, he was terrified of his people, therefore, he brought

.them secretly and by night to the house

The wife of Lot, on their arrival, went up on the top of the roof and, by burning fire,
informed the people about what was going on. Those people, who were thus

informed, assembled in that house and determined to commit that heinous and

.hideous act with them in which case Hadrat-i-Lot (a.s.) was disturbed

Hadrat-i-Lot told the angels that they were an unknown group of individuals to him as

:they had not been met before. The Qur’ān says
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.” So when the (Divine) messengers came unto the family of Lot “ 

’.” He said: ‘Verily you are an unknown people “ 

The angels introduced themselves saying that they were angels coming from Allah’s
.side to exterminate the nation and to save the household of Lot

****
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نَورُتَمْیَ هِیِف  اوُناکَ  امَِب  كَانَْئجِ  لَْب  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 63﴿

نَوُقدِاصََل اَّنإِوَ    ِ قّحَْلاِب كَانَْیتَأَو  ﴾ 64﴿

They said: ‘Nay, but we have come to you with that in which they have been . “ 63
’.” doubting

.” And we have come to you with the truth, and we are certainly truthful . “ 64

Commentary: verses 63-64

The Qur’ān has repeatedly raised this issue that the pagans used to request the

prophets to accelerate the Divine outrage and punishment and used to say: ‘… then

bring us what you promise us to, if you are of the truthful ones”.(1) Meaning that if you

are honest, show us the outrage and they used to ridicule and mock all the warnings.
As for the Divine outrage, they were skeptic as to its occurrence whether in this world

or in the next. Allah explains in these verses that the outrage, which is the object of

:skepticism of the pagans, will definitely come. The verse says

They said: ‘Nay, but we have come to you with that in which they have been “ 
’.” doubting

Anyway, the angels did not leave Lot in expectation for a long time and they explicitly

stated that they had brought him something which his people were in doubt about.
That is, they were commissioned to inflict a painful and severe chastisement against

them which Lot had repeatedly warned them about and they had never taken it

.seriously
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To emphasize, they implied that they had brought Lot an unequivocal and an obvious

reality for him. That is, a certain and decisive chastisement for those unbelieving and

:deviant group. The verse says

, …” And we have come to you with the truth “ 

:To stress further, they added

.” and we are certainly truthful “… 

That is, this group has destroyed all the bridges behind them and there is no room left

for any type of mediation or discussion about them. They said such so as Lot would

stop thinking about any mediation efforts and become aware of the fact that they

.were not in the least worthy of such steps to be taken for them

****
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نَورُمَؤُْت ثُْیحَ  اوضُْماوَ  دٌحَأَ  مْکُنِم  تْفِتَْلیَ  لاَوَ  مْهُرَاَبدْأَ  عِْبَّتاوَ  لِْیَّلا  عٍطْقِِب مِّ-نَ  کَِلهْاَِب  رِسْاَفَ  ﴾ 65﴿

نَیحِِبصُّْم عٌوطُْقمَ  ءِلآؤُهَ  رَِبادَ  َّنأَ  رَْملاَا  کَِلذَ  هِْیَلإِ  آنَْیضَقَوَ  ﴾ 66﴿

So set forth, you with your family, in a part of the night and do you go behind them . “ 65
.” and let not any one of you turn back, and go whither you are ordered

And We made known this decree to him that the roots of those (sinners) should . “ 66
.” be cut off by the morning

Commentary: verses 65-66

Do not take the Divine warnings and threats as a joke, for the Divine punishments are

.always based on justice, the truth and what the culprits deserve

And at the time of war or of exodus, the leader must move keeping abreast with the

weakest of the people so as no believer would be left behind and no foes or pagans

could join, and rest assured of Allah’s grace in important circumstances, which will be

herded down moment by moment and will be of assistance to him once he is in dire

:need. The verse says

, …” So set forth, you with your family “ 

It will be shown to him as to when the exodus must take place, and with whom, by

:what means, and finally, towards what destination. The verse continues saying

in a part of the night and do you go behind them and let not any one of you turn “… 
.” back, and go whither you are ordered

And as the small group of believers (the household of Lot except his wife) was to be

rescued from such a campaign
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safely, Lot was provided with the necessary instructions. He should take his family out

of the town late at night when the sinners were in deep asleep or they were drunk or

engaged in gratifying their sexual desires. However, he should move behind them so

that he might be sure that no one was left behind. In the meantime, none of them was

.allowed to look or turn back

:Then, the tone of the statement changes, where Allah says

And We made known this decree to him that the roots of those (sinners) should be “ 
.” cut off by the morning

****
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نَورُشِْبتَسْیَ هِنَیدِمَْلا  لُهْأَ  ءَآجَوَ  ﴾ 67﴿

نِوحُضَْفتَ لاَفَ  یفِْیضَ  ءِلآؤُه  َّنإِ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 68﴿

نِوزُخُْت لاَوَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  ﴾ 69﴿

.” And the inhabitants of the town came rejoicing . “ 67

’.” He said: ‘Verily these are my guests, therefore do not disgrace me . “ 68

.” And be in awe of Allah and do not put me to shame . “ 69

Commentary: verses 67-69

Some authentic quotations indicate that the wife of Lot informed the sinners that

there are guests arrived for Lot with beautiful faces and, following their evil intention,
they headed for the Lot’s house while giving one another the good news. However,
Allah exterminated them all before proceeding to undertake any action. (Tafsīr-i-

(Marāghī

Anyway, they were busy thinking about their misleading and shameful acts, and they

intended to commit as to the fact that they had then an easy prey at their disposal;

:beautiful and good-looking youths and at the Lot’s house. The verse says

.” And the inhabitants of the town came rejoicing “ 

Lot (a.s.), who heard their fuss, got terrified in a state of astonishing terror and feared

.for his guests

:Therefore, he stood up against them, as the verse says

’.” He said: ‘Verily these are my guests, therefore do not disgrace me “ 

Then he adds, implying: Fear Allah and do not make me shameful in front of my

.guests

.” And be in awe of Allah and do not put me to shame “ 
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نَیمَِلاعَْلا نِعَ  کَهَْنَن  مَْلوَأَ  اوُلاقَ  ﴾ 70﴿

نَیِلعِافَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  یِتانََب  ءِلآؤُهَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 71﴿

?” They said: ‘Did we not dissuade you from (entertaining) people . “ 70

He (Lot) said: ‘These are my daughters, (you may wed them) if you desire to do . “ 71
.” so

Commentary: verses 70-71

The prophets’ school of thought does not recommend the forbidding of pleasures and

repressing of instincts. On the contrary, it offers guidance and mostly provides ways

for their control. Therefore, Hadrat-i-Lot (a.s.) offered them guidance and persuaded

.them to act decently

Nonetheless, they were so rude and vulgar that they did not have any feelings of

shame. On the contrary, they felt that Lot had also to be indebted to them as if he had

:committed a crime they went on raising objections. The verse says

?” They said: ‘Did we not dissuade you from (entertaining) people “ 

Anyway, Lot, who noticed such rudeness and vulgarity, tried a different method so as

to perhaps be able to awaken them from their state of negligence, drunkenness,
:deviation and scandal. Turning to them, he advised them

Why do you take a deviant path? If your objective in mind is gratification of your

sexual instincts why is it that you do not take the legitimate path and the correct

marriage path? These are my daughters; (I am ready to give my consent for them

marrying you). In case you decide to perform a correct and decent act, this is the right

:path. The verse says

p: 322

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4960 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.” He (Lot) said: ‘These are my daughters, (you may wed them) if you desire to do so “ 

Lot’s aim was to complete the argument to them, saying that he was ready to

preserve the prestige of his guests and to save them from the abyss of corruption by

.offering his daughters in marriage to them

Question: Was Lot (a.s.) able to offer his daughters in marriage to the pagans, when

?he offered such a proposal

Answer: It may be that the aim of proposing the marriage issue was to make

believers out of them; or that, among them, marriage with unbelievers was not legally

.prohibited at that time

****
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نَوهُمَْعیَ مْهِِترَکْسْ  یفَِل  مْهَُّنإِ  كَرُمْعََل  ﴾ 72﴿

نَیِقرِشُْم هُحَْیَّصلا  مُهُْتذَخَاَفَ  ﴾ 73﴿

.” By your life (O’ Prophet), verily they were wandering on in their intoxication . “ 72

.” So the (violent) blast overtook them at the sunrise . “ 73

Commentary: verses 72-73

The Arabic words /‘umr/ and /‘amr/ both have got an identical meaning, but, at the

(time of swearing, the term /‘amr/ is employed. (Al-Mīzān. The commentary

The Qur’ānic term /ya‘mahūn/ is derived from /‘amaha/ which signifies

‘astonishment’; and the Arabic word /mušriqīn/ means ‘entering into the illumination

.’ and the light which appears at dawn or sunrise

Nevertheless, woe unto those who are intoxicated by their passions, deviations,
arrogance, and obstinacy. If there were the slightest of human ethical values or

human emotions embedded in them, it would be adequate to make them feel

ashamed for having such a logic to return from the Lot’s house at least and feel

shameful. But, they were not only unaffected by that, but they became also more

.rude and tried to violate and rape Lot’s guests as well

:It is why Allah, addressing the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), says

.” By your life (O’ Prophet), verily they were wandering on in their intoxication “ 

Finally, we find the Divine words and speech, concerning this nation, reaches its

climax. Allah states in two concise, compact and short following verses the evil destiny

of those
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people in a decisive and pounding form here which is also instructive as well. The

:Qur’ān says

.” So the (violent) blast overtook them at the sunrise “ 

Such a blast might have been caused by a huge thunderbolt or by a terrible

.earthquake

****
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لٍی -ِ جّسِ نِم  هًرَاجَحِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  اَنرْطَْمأَوَ  اهَلَِفاسَ  اهَیَِلاعَ  انَْلعَجَفَ  ﴾ 74﴿

.” Thus We turned that city upside down and rained upon them stones of hard clay . “ 74

Commentary: verse 74

Raining stones was probably for the extermination of those who had survived at the

moment of the turning upside down of the town and were still alive, or for the total

.annihilation of the town

Certainly, Allah’s Will knows no limits for as He descends His blessings from the sky in
.the form of rain, He is also able to rain stones, and chastisement as well

However, Allah did not stop at that, but He turned their cities entirely upside down,
overthrowing all its upper part downwards and the lower part upwards. The verse

:says

 …” Thus We turned that city upside down “ 

:Such a chastisement was not enough for them either. The verse continues saying

.” and rained upon them stones of hard clay “… 

The descending of the three-fold kind of punishments (terrible blast, turning

everything upside down, and raining stones) each was sufficient by itself to wipe out

.every nation

However, for the intensity of the sin and in their submission to sinfulness and ill fame,
.and that others may take an example, Allah multiplied their punishment

****
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نَیِم -ِ سّوَتَمُْلِل تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  ﴾ 75﴿

.” Verily, in this there are signs for those who by tokens do understand . “ 75

Commentary: verse 75

The blissful Qur’ān, here, draws ethical and educational conclusions. It implies that

there are various signs for the wise in this didactic biography, for those who wisely

draw their own conclusions from every single symbol, collect facts from every allusion

:made, and learn from every note what is to be learnt. The Qur’ān says

.” Verily, in this there are signs for those who by tokens do understand “ 

The Qur’ānic term /mutawassimīn/, mentioned in the verse, is derived from /wasama/
which means ‘to affect’ and it is applied to a person who is smart and sharp in drawing

conclusions once he has the tiniest clues at his disposal he comprehends the facts.
That is, he is clever and wise. Some Islamic quotations indicate that the objective of

applying the term /mutawassimīn/ is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.).
((Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Somebody told Imam Sādiq (a.s.) that he had got a question. The Imam answered:
?” “Do you want me to tell you what your question is before you ask your question

?” That person asked with astonishment: “How do you know what is in my mind

The Imam answered: “/bil-tawassum/ (by affection).” Then he recited this verse.
(. (Tafsīr-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

We are informed from the Immaculate Imams (a.s.) who have said: “We are the

/mutavassimīn/.” It is clear that the
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’, purpose here ‘is the most complete denotation expansion

otherwise, there are a lot of intelligent people among the believers. Therefore, there

are reliable information from the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who stated: “Be in virtue

with the intelligence of the faithful, since he looks by the light of Allah.” He also

reaffirmed: “Verily Allah has some servants who recognize people by /tawassum/.”
((Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 23

This is the same light of faith which leaves its effect as a sign on a believer’s heart; so

it is said: “Knowledge is a light (that) Allah casts it inside the heart of whomever He

(wills.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 23

And the Arabic term /wasm/ means the same sign, symbol, and emblem which is being

forged on the Arabian horses. Man’s soul also has got a special mark of ‘belief’ or

‘disbelief’, or of ‘obedience’ and of ‘disobedience’ toward Allah, each of which appears

from his front view. Thus, /mutawassimīn/, those who by tokens do understand can

.observe or feel it and, therefore, know everyone

And again, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) has said: “ There are certain Allah’s servants

(who know people by tokens.” (Tafsīr-us-Sāfī, the details of the verse

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) remarked: “We are those who think and take instructive lessons.
The path towards happiness has been designated and embedded in us. This path is

(the way towards Paradise.” (Tafsīr-ul-Burhān and Majma‘-ul-Bayān

****
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مٍیقُِّم لٍیِبسَِبَل  اهََّنإِو  ﴾ 76﴿

نَیِنِمؤْمُْل هًیَلاَ لِّ- کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  ﴾ 77﴿

.” And verily it is on a way (yet) remaining . “ 76

.” Verily, in this there is a sign for the believers . “ 77

Commentary: verses 76-77

The preservation of the monuments and relics of the past provide instructive lessons

.for the future generations

Therefore, He implies in this noble verse: Do not presume that all their relics have

been vanished. It is not so. Their relics and monuments have remained constant and

fixed on the roads for caravans and those who pass over there. As the city of Lot is
located on the people’s path and when they pass by them for meeting their daily

needs, they draw lessons from them. For, the relics, which become focus of attention

:of the people there, are always constant, fixed and sustaining. The verse says

.” And verily it is on a way (yet) remaining “ 

This city is called ‘Sudūm’. Qattādah says: The villages of the people of Lot are

(. situated between Medina and Shām (Damascus

As the author of Tafsīr-i-Atyab-ul-Bayān says: Perhaps, the meaning of the above

verse is that the Divine outrage is not confined to the people of Lot only; rather, it is
the method and the tradition which is constant and holds true for all the criminals of

the history. It is also a warning for all those who commit such heinous and hideous

.acts that the people of Lot used to do

Some Islamic traditions denote that he who commits the act committed by the people

of Lot, will be suffering from the
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utmost punishment at the time when his soul is being taken out of his body. Further,
some quotations indicate that this act has been rendered into the disbelief in Allah and

’. the punishment of which is ‘execution

As a further emphasis, and in order to call the faithful to meditate more over this

instructive story, the Qur’ān implies that there is a sign in this story for those who are

believers, as the true believers are always full of insight and are quite intelligent. The

:verse says

.” Verily, in this there is a sign for the believers “ 

How may one be a believer and yet reads this shaking biography and still does not

?draw instructive lessons from it

****
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نَیمِِلاظََل هِکَْیلاَا  بُاحَصْأَ  نَاکَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 78﴿

نٍیِبُّم مٍامَاِِبَل  امَهَُّنإِو  مْهُْنِم  انَمْقَتَنافَ  ﴾ 79﴿

.” And verily, the inhabitants of ’Aykah were certainly unjust . “ 78

So We inflicted retribution on them and they are both, indeed, on a roadway . “ 79
(.” manifest (in front of your eyes

Commentary: verses 78-79

The Arabic word /’aykah/ means a small thick forest in which trees and their branches

are often intertwined with one another. The objective of ‘the inhabitants of ’Aykah’ is
the people of Hadrat Shu‘ayb, who used to live in a region with moderate weather and

(. full of trees, somewhere between Hijāz and Shām (Syria

A quotation from the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicates that ‘the people of Madyan’
and ‘the people of ’Aykah’ were two nations whose prophet was Shu‘ayb and both of

:them disbelieved. The verse says

.” And verily, the inhabitants of ’Aykah were certainly unjust “ 

.However, each of these two nations received a different kind of Divine punishment

The former was entangled in the punishment of ‘the Day of Shadow’ and the latter

(received ‘the punishment of Blast’.(1

Incidentally, as Allah owes nothing to anyone, whatever we receive from Him must be

considered as a gift. But, in case

p: 331

Tafsīr-ul-Furqān, taken from Durr-ul-Manthūr, vol. 4, p. 103 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4969 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_331_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


of the Divine punishment, as His chastisement is the consequence of our own faults

and sins and what we deserve, the word retribution is usually employed. The verse

:says

So We inflicted retribution on them and they are both, indeed, on a roadway “ 
(.” manifest (in front of your eyes

The oppressors must know that their vice and tyranny will be depicted for others

throughout history. Hence, we must design and plan roads in such a way as to try to

.expose historical sites within the reach of the eye-sight of the passengers

****
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Section 6:The People of the Rock

Point

A brief account of the punishment the people of Hijr had – The Holy Prophet

(Muhammad) told not to grieve for the transgressors – Prayer to continue until death

.which is sure to come to every one

نَیِلسَرْمُْلا رِجْحِْلا  بُاحَصْأَ  بََّذکَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 80﴿

نَیضِرِْعُم اهَْنعَ  اوُناکَفَ  انَِتایَاءَ  مْهُانَْیتَاءَو  ﴾ 81﴿

.” And indeed the inhabitants of Hijr (also) rejected the messengers . “ 80

.” And We presented Our signs to them, but they turned away from them . “ 81

Commentary: verses 80-81

The Arabic word ‘Al-Hijr’ is the name of a town in which the nation of Thamūd used to

live. It also generally refers to a dwelling place as well. The term /hijr/ also refers to

the lap of the mother and Arabic phrase Hijr-i-’Ismā’īl and /hujrah/ are the derivatives

of the same word. (Tafsīr Majma‘-ul Bayān) Thus, the name of this Sura has been

:taken from this verse. The verse says

.” And indeed the inhabitants of Hijr (also) rejected the messengers “ 

One can conclude from the Qur’ānic term /mursalīn/ (messengers) that ‘the

inhabitants of Hijr’ had also some prophets other than Hadrat-i-Sālih. Some

commentators say as the rejection of one prophet is, in fact, the rejection of all
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.prophets, hence the term /mursalīn/ has been mentioned here in this verse

:Anyway, the Qur’ān continues regarding ‘the inhabitants of Hijr’ by saying

.” And We presented Our signs to them, but they turned away from them “ 

The application of the sense ‘turning away’ in this verse indicates that they were not

.even ready to listen to the verses of Allah or to look at them

****
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نَیِنِماءَ اًتوُیُب  لِابَجِْلا  نَِم  نَوُتحِْنیَ  اوُناکَوَ  ﴾ 82﴿

نَیحِِبصُْم هُحَْیَّصلا  مُهُْتذَخَاَفَ  ﴾ 83﴿

نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  اَّم  مهُْنعَ  ینَغْأَ  آمَفَ  ﴾ 84﴿

.” And they used to hew secure houses in the mountains . “ 82

.” So the (violent) blast overtook them in the morning . “ 83

.” And what they used to earn did not avail them . “ 84

Commentary: verses 82-84

Those people were quite heedless of theological issues and of religious matters, and

paid no attention to such things. On the contrary, regarding their worldly life and

livelihood, they were so earnest that they maximized the security of their houses by

building and setting them up through cutting stones and rocks within the mountains.
:The verse says

.” And they used to hew secure houses in the mountains “ 

It is astonishing that man maximized the security and whatever belongs to his fleeting

worldly life so much, while he is extremely so negligent for his eternal and immortal

life in the Hereafter that he sometimes is not even ready to listen to Allah’s speech

.and is not predisposed to even to glance at His signs of communication

After all, what can one expect from such a people? Expect for the ‘Divine law of the

survival of the fittest’ and except for the abstinence from providing the right of

continuing with one’s life for those nations who are entirely corrupt and incite

corruption. An exterminating catastrophe must be inflicted
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:upon them and annihilate them altogether. Therefore, the Holy Qur’ān asserts

.” So the (violent) blast overtook them in the morning “ 

This blast was a death threatening thunderbolt which came down upon their houses

and annihilated them. While they were inside those secured built houses. The verse

:says

.” And what they used to earn did not avail them “ 

****
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 ِ قّحَْلاِب َّلاإِ  آمَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضَرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  انَْقلَخَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 85﴿

لَیمِجَْلا حَْفَّصلا  حِفَصْافَ  هٌیَِتلاَ  هَعَاَّسلا  َّنإِو 

مُیِلعَْلا قَُّلاخَْلا  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 86﴿

And We did not create the heavens and the earth and what is between them two . “ 85
but with truth; and verily the Hour (of resurrection) is surely coming; then pardon you,

.” with a gracious pardoning

,Verily your Lord, He is the Creator . “ 86

.” the All-Knowing

Commentary: verses 85-86

The Arabic term /safh/ is derived from /safhah/ which means ‘face’. The Arabic phrase

/fasfah-is-safh/ signifies ‘turning one’s face away from someone but not out of one’s
outrage but to do that for forgiving and overlooking in case of one’s compassion and

out of one’s affections’. Imam Ridā (a.s.) has commented upon the Qur’ānic phrase

’. /safh-in-jamīl/ as ‘forgiving without inquisition, or with no taking to task

As man’s everlasting troubles and entanglements have their roots in his lack of

ideology and correct system of beliefs and, briefly speaking, in his disbelief in the

origin of existence and in the Resurrection Day, the Qur’ān returns to the issues of

‘monotheism’ and of ‘resurrection’ after describing the situation of nations such as

the people of Lot and the people of Shu‘ayb and that of Sālih, those who were

entangled in all of those afflictions. It has referred to the issues of monotheism and

:resurrection both in a single verse, saying
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And We did not create the heavens and the earth and what is between them two but “ 
; …” with truth

This, He has said about monotheism; then He proclaims in connection with

:resurrection that everybody will be given his reward therein. The verse says

;…” and verily the Hour (of resurrection) is surely coming “… 

In pursuit of this goal, He commands His prophet to be lenient towards them when

facing their obstinacies, ignorance, fanaticism, meddling and their intensive

oppositions, and to overlook their sins and forgive them with a beautiful forgiveness

which is not even coupled with any blame. As you will not be in any need or require

any violence in spite of the fact that you have got clear evidence for your call and

messengership to which you are given mission to accomplish. Moreover, violence

against the ignorant people will usually lead to further violence and their further

fanatic behavior. Therefore, leniency and forgiveness is the best. The verse continues

:saying

.” then pardon you, with a gracious pardoning “… 

****

In the end, in the following verse the Qur’ān proclaims that He Who commands as to

the forgiving, is the Lord Who is Educator, creative, and knowing. He is aware that

amnesty and forgiveness have a very great impact on the soul of the individuals and

of the society, and have a tremendous impact on the attraction as well as on the

development of the people. Therefore, putting into practice the commandment of

:/safh/ (remittal) should not appear as a burden to you. It says

.” Verily your Lord, He is the Creator, the All-Knowing “ 
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مَیظِعَْلا نَاءَرْقُْلاوَ  یِناثَمَْلا  نَِم  اًعْبسَ  كَانَْیتَاءَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 87﴿

And indeed We have given you seven of the oft-repeated (verses) (Sura Al-Hamd) . “ 87
.” and the Grand Qur’ān

Commentary: verse 87

The Islamic quotations narrated by both Shi‘ite and Sunni scholars indicate that the

objective of the Qur’ānic phrase /sab‘an minal- maθānī/ (seven of the oft-repeated

(verses)) is Sura Al-Hamd. For this Sura is to be recited twice in every prayer, and it
has been twice revealed. There has been mentioned in a quotation that Allah (s.w.t.)
says He has separated Sura Al-Hamd into two parts between Himself and His

servants. One part is in connection with Him, while the other part concerns His

servants. From the holy phrase /bismillah/ as far as /malik i yaumiddīn/ is in connection

with Allah, and from /’iyyāka na‘bud/, which is the expression of obedience in

.worshipping, seeking assistance, and invocation, relates to the servants

Also, some have claimed that the objective in mind in /maθānī/ is the Qur’ān itself. In

this case, the above mentioned Qur’ānic phrase means ‘seven verses from the

.Qur’ān’ which is necessarily the same Sura Al-Hamd

The reason for this idea is the verse which says: “Allah has revealed the most

beautiful Message in the form of a Book, consistent with itself (yet) repeating …”(1)
.The Book the verses of which are similar, harmonious and repetitive

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) proclaimed: “Whoever, upon whom Allah bestows the

Qur’ān, imagines such that another
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one has been bestowed something better than that, he has downgraded the

(magnificent (Qur’ān) and has magnified a tiny (thing).”(1

Anyway, Allah seeks to condole the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not to be terrified by the

enemy’s violence, their density of population and the immense capabilities which are

at their disposal, for Allah has made some blessings available to him with which

:nothing will match equally. The verse says

And indeed We have given you seven of the oft-repeated (verses) (Sura Al-Hamd) “ 
.” and the Grand Qur’ān

Allah explains to His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) this reality that he possesses a great capital, a
capital such as the Qur’ān which is as great as the entire world of existence, in

particular, the Sura Al-Hamd which embodies such magnificent content that it joins

man with Allah instantly and makes his soul bow and submit before Him, as well as

.invoking Him for help

In Tafsir-i-Borhān, under this noble verse there is cited a quotation from Imam

Muhammad-i-Bāqir (a.s.) who said: We are the objective of /maθānī/ which Allah has

bestowed on our prophet, and we are Allah’s countenance on the earth known among

the people and the Shi’ah followers. He who has known us, he is certain to believe in
the origin of existence, resurrection and paradise, and he who is ignorant as regards

.us, he will surely face the Hell and Divine chastisement

:Explanations

Legislation is solely the prerogative of the Creator, and the laws of religious edicts . 1
’. must be based on ‘creation
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The principle of repetition in educational issues is a fundamental matter. The word . 2
‘Oft-repeated’ refers to the repetition of the revelation of the verses, the repetition of

words, the repetition of stories, the repetition of Divine attributes, the repetition of

verses of chastisement and of resurrection, the repetition of the fate of nations, the

repetition of Divine blessings, the repetition of commandments, and the repetition of

.reciting the Qur’ān

Sura Al-Hamd is equivalent with the Qur’ān, though the number of its verses . 3
.amounts to seven

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل کَحَانَجَ  ضْفِخْاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  نْزَحْتَ  لاَوَ  مْهُْن  اًجاوَزْأَ مِّ- هِِب  انَْعَّتمَ  امَ  یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  لاَ  ﴾ 88﴿

O’ prophet!) Do not strain your eyes after what we have given certain classes of . “ ) 88
them to enjoy, and do not grieve for them, and lower your wing (of affection) unto the

.” believers

Commentary: verse 88

Warnings always do not follow the course of action. Rather, they sometimes precede

and form as warning and preventive measures. The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was

never interested in the world of the unbelievers. Hence, Allah’s dissuasion signifies

warnings and serves as such, which causes dissuasion among other believers so as

.not to focus their eyes on the world of the pagans

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has stated: “He who focuses on what others hold or

(possess, his troubles increase and his distress will not be treated.” (Tafsīr-us-Safī

One of the strict recommendations of the Qur’ān to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the

believers consists of recommendation as to leniency, mercifulness, and patience

towards the faithful believers, among which one may name the instance when they

should be patience with those who always call on their Lord and be modest and

.affectionate unto the believers

Incidentally, the Arabic word /’azwāj/ includes both men and women. Some claim that

this word means /’asnāf/ (classes). That is, do not focus on the blessings which we

have provided the classes of pagans with and do not consider them great while

thinking about them. For, the blessings which We have

p: 342

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4980 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


bestowed upon you and your followers, namely, your prophetic mission, the Qur’ān,
Islam, the conquest etc, are so far more in quantity and worth that they exceed all

:their blessings. The verse says

O’ prophet!) Do not strain your eyes after what we have given certain classes of “ )
, …” them to enjoy

And if the Quraysh pagans do not become believers and, as a consequence, will

:receive chastisement, do not grieve for them. The verse continues saying

, …” and do not grieve for them “… 

At the end of the verse, He issues His third command to the prophet about modesty,
:humbleness, and leniency towards those who are believers, when He says

.” and lower your wing (of affection) unto the believers “… 

This sense is a beautiful ambiguous metaphorical allusion to modesty, affection, and

friendliness as in the case of birds when they want to show their affection towards

their chickens they cover them under their wings, where they provide us with the

most existing emotional scene as they try to protect them against all sorts of

.accidents and enemies

Therefore, all these are intended to show that leaders and prophets must be modest

.and humble with regard to the believers so that they follow him

****
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نُیِبمُْلا رُیذَِّنلا  اَنأَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ لُْقوَ  ﴾ 89﴿

نَیمِسِتَْقمُْلا یلَعَ  انَْلزَنأَ  آمَکَ  ﴾ 90﴿

نَیضِعِ نَاءَرْقُْلا  اوُلعَجَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 91﴿

’.” And say: ‘Verily I am the manifest Warner . “ 89

.” We shall send them chastisement) as We sent down on the dividers . “ ) 90

.” Those who made the Qur’ān into shreds . “ 91

Commentary: verses 89-91

Similar to the case that leniency and affection with the believers and friends are

necessary, being decisive against the opponents is also required, and decisiveness,
.threats and warnings are a necessity when one faces paganism

Allah commanded the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say if he warns them Allah has asserted the

fact that He will send them that kind of chastisement which was sent to ‘those who

divided’, the same ones who divided the Qur’ān and the Divine verses into acceptable

:and none acceptable parts. The Holy Qur’ān says

’.” And say: ‘Verily I am the manifest Warner “ 

.” We shall send them chastisement) as We sent down on the dividers “ )

They took up the Qur’ān and accepted from it whatever was to their advantage and

discarded whatever was to their disadvantage. But the true believers do not impose

any kind of analysis, divisions or discrimination as regards the Divine commandments.
:The verse says

.” Those who made the Qur’ān into shreds “ 

There are three meanings mentioned in the commentaries for the Qur’ānic term

/: /muqtasimīn
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There were some chiefs of the unbelievers who during the days of Hajj pilgrimage . 1
used to divide forces at the crossroads and entrance gates of Mecca in order to tell

the travelers that a person called Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) has got certain claims and

they should not listen to him. They introduced him as a soothsayer, a sorcerer, and a
.lunatic

The second meaning points to those who divided the Holy Qur’ān among . 2
.themselves so as to produce each a simulation form of the Qur’ān

The third meaning refers to those persons who took certain parts of the Qur’ān for . 3
.practice while leaving the other parts as unpractical

The Arabic word /‘idīn/ is either the plural of /‘idah/ in the sense of ‘quarrel and

’. disputation’, or it is derived from the word /‘udw/ which means ‘cutting into pieces

Incidentally, the retribution of those who divide the Holy Book in that form is the

Divine punishment. A believer is the one who accepts the Qur’ān in its entirely, saying

.that whatever has been revealed has come from the side of Allah

****
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نَیعِمَجْأَ مْهَُّنَلاَسْنََل  ِ-كَ  بّرَوَفَ ﴾ 92﴿

نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  اَّمعَ  ﴾ 93﴿

(,” So, by your Lord, We shall surely question them all (in the Hereafter . “ 92

.” As to what they used to do . “ 93

Commentary: verses 92-93

Following their state of unbelief as to the Qur’ān and their dividing it, the Qur’ān

implies that they shall see the punishment for this evil act of theirs and will be

.questioned about it

O’ Mohammad (p.b.u.h.) by your Lord We shall question them about it and We mean

by interrogating them warning and blaming of them, that is, to convey to them this

message as to why they committed sin. What proofs have they got to offer for having

:committed sins? They will then be target of all scandals. The Qur’ān says

(,” So, by your Lord, We shall surely question them all (in the Hereafter “ 

In this verse, Allah swears to Himself, presenting Himself as the Lord of Muhammad

:so as to prove his splendid position to the people. Then it continues saying

.” As to what they used to do “ 

Incidentally, the subject in question in this verse is: We ask them what they

worshipped and what answer they would have to offer the prophets! They will have

!no answer

And in general, the fact that attention is focused on interrogation and auditing of

accounts in resurrection day and the fact that everybody is going to be asked

.questions regarding everything is itself one of the factors in the awakening process
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نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نِعَ  ضْرِعْأَوَ  رُمَؤُْت  امَِب  عْدَصْافَ  ﴾ 94﴿

نَیِئزِهْتَسْمُْلا كَانَْیفَکَ  اَّنإِ  ﴾ 95﴿

نَومُلَْعیَ فَوْسَفَ  رَخَاءَ  اًهَلإِ  هَِّللا  عَمَ  نَوُلعَجْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 96﴿

Therefore, declare openly what you are bidden and turn you away from the . “ 94
.” polytheists

,” Verily We will suffice you against the scoffers . “ 95

(.” Those who set up another god with Allah, so they will soon know (the truth . “ 96

Commentary: verses 94-96

.The Arabic term /sad‘/ signifies splitting and exposing or exhibiting

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) engaged in propagation for three years in secret, and as

the Qur’ānic clause “Therefore, declare openly what you are bidden” was revealed, he

openly went on his invitation and he told the people if they accepted his call, their

administrative government, and the splendor of this world and the world hereafter

:would be all theirs. The verse says

Therefore, declare openly what you are bidden and turn you away from the “ 
.” polytheists

However, they decided to be engaged in ridiculing and mocking that Divine Prophet

.and went to Abū-Tālib, the uncle of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), to present their complaint

They complained that Muhammad was seducing their youths. If Muhammad was

after wealth, wife and high position, they were ready to provide him with them all. The

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told his uncle: “Dear uncle! My words are the Divine
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messages and I shall never give up preaching.” The pagans requested Abu-Tālib to

surrender Muhammad to them, but he did not condescend to the request. (Tafsīr-
(Kanz-ud-Daqāyiq

Anyway, Allah issues a decisive decree to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this noble verse,
implying: you are here by instruction not only to stop letting any weakness, fear and

numbness overtake you when facing the fuss and ado of the pagans, but you are also

advised to openly declare your mission and what you are up to do, revealing the facts

of the religion explicitly and turn away from the polytheists and remain headless with

.regard to them

Afterwards, to provide reinforcement for the heart of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Allah

reassures him that He will back him up as against those who ridicule him. Allah implies:
We shall remove the evil of those who ridicule you and We shall perish them. The

:verse says

,” Verily We will suffice you against the scoffers “ 

Allah then describes /mustahzi’īn/ (those who ridicule), as: They are the ones who

designate counterparts for Allah, but they will soon face the consequence of their evil

:behavior. The verse says

(.” Those who set up another god with Allah, so they will soon know (the truth “ 

It may be that this meaning alludes to the fact that these are the ones whose

thoughts and deeds are ridiculous by themselves, for they are so ignorant that they

create god-like figures out of stones and wood as against Allah Who is the Creator of

the world of existence, despite all of which they want to make an object of ridicule out

.of you

****
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نَوُلوقُیَ امَِب  كَرُدْصَ  قُیضِیَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 97﴿

نَیدِجِاَّسلا نکُوَ مِّ-نَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ دِمْحَِب  ِ-حْ  بّسَفَ ﴾ 98﴿

نُیقِیَْلا کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  کََّبرَ  دُْبعْاوَ  ﴾ 99﴿

.” And (O’ prophet!) We certainly know your breast is straitened by what they say . “ 97

Therefore, (to reinforce yourself), celebrate the praise of your Lord, and be of . “ 98
(.” those who make prostration (unto Him

And worship your Lord until the Certain comes . “ 99

.” to you

Commentary: verses 97-99

Among the commentators it is well-known that the aim in mentioning /yaqīn/
(certainty), in these verses, is the most certain of all that takes place with regard to

man, that is, death. As it is also quoted from the tongue of the pagans in verses 46-47
of Sura Al-Muddaththir No. 74 saying that they used to reject the Day of Judgment till

.death overtook them

The meaning of the Arabic word /yaqīn/ is not death, of course, but death prepares

the grounds for arriving at certainty, for at the time when death is forth coming, all

.curtains are drawn and man becomes certain of the realities

Some deviants have made a pretext out of the verse and claim: if one arrives at the

state of certainty, there is no more any need for worshipping, little knowing that it is
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who is being addressed and who had arrived at certainty from

the earliest day and used to declare in face of inciting greed and threats of the

pagans: “If you place the
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moon into my one hand and the sun into another one, I shall not be stopped from

performing my duty.” However, despite such a state of certainty, he used to worship

.till the last moments of his life

Anyway, Allah adds as a console and as a reinforcement for elevating the spirit of the

:holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in the noble verse

.” And (O’ prophet!) We certainly know your breast is straitened by what they say “ 

Your delicate spirit and your very sensitive heart cannot withstand all those ill-
.intentioned words and blasphemous sentences, thus making you deeply depressed

However, do not be disturbed; to remove the ill-effects of their nasty and

inappropriate words, worship and praise your Lord, and remain one of those who

:prostrate. The verse says

Therefore, (to reinforce yourself), celebrate the praise of your Lord, and be of those “ 
(.” who make prostration (unto Him

For, such a gratitude shown towards Allah will remove the ill-effects of their words

from the minds of the lovers of Allah. Moreover, it provides you with energy, ability,
.illumination and sincerity as well

Some Islamic traditions denote that whenever the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) became sad, he

used to establish prayer by which he would wipe out the effects of that grief from his

.mind

Therefore, The Lord gives him His last commandment in connection with this matter

that he must not give up worshipping Allah throughout his life and he (p.b.u.h.) must

:keep on worshipping and serving Him till his certain death occurs. The holy verse says

.” And worship your Lord until the Certain comes to you “ 
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It is cited in Majma‘-ul-Bayān that if Allah would say only: ‘worship the Lord’ and

would not confine it to a certain limit in time, it was sufficient for man to worship Allah

once and prove his servitude to Him. However, with this meaning, He convinces man

.to worship Allah as long as he is alive

In conclusion, worshipping Him is the highest level of education; it provokes one’s
thought and calls one’s way of thinking towards the endless boundaries. It wipes out

and washes away all the dust of sinfulness and negligence from one’s heart and soul,
while inculcating supreme human values within him. It strengthens one’s faith and

.awareness, and makes one responsible in his affairs

It is for this reason that it would be impossible to imagine that man might be needless

of this great educational school for even one moment. Those who think man may

reach a stage where he will be no more in need of worshipping, either have regarded

man’s development as a limited process, or they have not grasped the full meaning of

.worshipping

****

The End of Sura Al-Hijr
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مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

(Sura An-Nahl (The Bee

(No. 16 (Revealed in Mecca

verses in 16 sections 128

:Content of Sura An-Nahl

The sixteenth Sura of the Glorious Qur’ān which contains 128 verses is called ‘Nahl’
.‘Bees’ owing to allusions made in it to the creation of bees

Notwithstanding the Qur’ān is a Book of Divine legislation, but many of its Suras are

named based on creation, such as An-Najm (star), ‘Ash-Shams’ (the sun), ‘Al-Fīl’ (the

(. elephant), ‘Al-‘Ankabūt’ (spider), and ‘An-Nahl’ (the bee

These names are clues as to the fact that all the creatures whether in the sky or on

the earth, whether small or great, they are all equal to Him due to His Power, and the

Book of legislation is based on the Book of nature, both of which have their sources in
.one origin

One of the names of this Sura is ‘the Sura of the Blessings’ for there are the names of

over 50 blessings mentioned in it. The issues dealt with in this Sura are: the Divine

blessings, reasons for monotheism and resurrection, ordinances concerning the Holy

war, the threats against the pagans, the dissuasions of injustice, indecency, breaking

.of one’s promises, innovations, and satanical temptations
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Incidentally, most of the commentators are of the opinion that it is understood from

the occasions of the revelation of the

verses of this Sura that the first forty verses of it have been revealed at the end of the

Meccan era, while the remaining eighty eight were revealed during the early period of

.the migration to Medina. Therefore, this holy Sura is both Meccan as well as Medinite

:The Virtues of Reading this Sura

In some quotations narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it has been confirmed that he

said: “He who recites this Sura, Allah will not hold him accountable for the blessings

which He has bestowed on him in this world.” All means will be made available to him

to go to Paradise. (Tafsīr-i-Burhān). Certainly, that kind of reading is meant hereby

that is coupled with meditation and decision which leads one to practice and taking

.steps on the path of gratitude

****
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(Sura An-Nah�l (The Bee

Point

(No. 16 (Revealed in Mecca

verses in 16 sections 128

Section 1:The Existence of Allah Proved by Nature

Point

The End of the World is sure to come – The Existence of Allah and His Might proved by

Nature – Certain Bounties of Allah referred to

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

نَوکُرِشُْی اَّمعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  هُوُلجِْعتَسْتَ  لاَفَ  هَِّللا  رُْمأَ  یتَأَ  ﴾ 1﴿

Allah’s commandment has come, hence do not seek to hasten it. Glory be to Him . “ 1
.” and Exalted is He above every thing with which they associate Him

Commentary: verse 1

A considerable part of the commencing verses of this Sura have been revealed in

Mecca, during which time the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was intensively entangled with the

pagans and idol-worshippers who used various pretexts every day for the liberating

and life-saving call of Islam. Among such pretexts one might name the Divine

chastisement, which, whenever the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) warned them against, some

obstinate folks

p: 354

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 4993 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


would declare. “Why would such a chastisement which you claim, if truly said, do not

?” come to be inflicted on us

They might sometimes add that if supposedly there was such a case impending, they

should take recourse to their idols to serve as mediators with Allah (s.w.t.) to be

.rescued from punishment

The first verse of this Sura drew an obliterating line over such imaginary claims by

implying that they should stop making haste in that connection for Allah’s
:commandment had definitely been issued already. It says

. …” Allah’s commandment has come, hence do not seek to hasten it “ 

If you think that the idols will be involved as mediators with Him, you are seriously

mistaken, as Allah is far more intact and superior to being attached with associates.
:The verse continues saying

Glory be to Him and Exalted is He above every thing with which they associate “… 
.” Him

:Explanation

Notwithstanding the case in question in this verse is the pagans’ impatience in their

receiving of the Divine punishment, but the beginning sentence of the verse is not

confined to the Divine punishment. Rather, it includes all the Divine commandments

such as that relating to waging of the Holy war, the commandment concerning the

reappearance of the contemporary Imam (a.j.), the Return of the Immaculate Imams

(a.s.), and the commandment for the stepping up and staging of the resurrection day

.about which one must not make haste

****
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نِوقَُّتافَ ْاَنأَ  َّلآإِ  هََلإ  هَُّناَ لآ  اورُذِنأَ  نْأَ  هِدِابَعِ  نِْم  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  یلَعَ  هِرِْمأَ  نِْم  حِوُّرلاِب  هَکَِئلآمَْلا  ِ لُ  زّنَُی ﴾ 2﴿

He sends down the angels with the inspiration of His commandment upon . “ 2
whomever of His servants He wills as to warn (people) that there is no God but I, so be

.” in awe of Me

Commentary: verse 2

The Arabic term /rūh/ refers to one of the Divine near-stationed angels the name of

which is mentioned separately in the Qur’ān and has come beside the word ‘the

angels’: “The Day (on which) the spirit (Rūh) and the angels shall stand arrayed, …”
((Sura An-Naba’, No. 78, verse 38

However, in the verse under discussion the letter /b/ (with) is employed between the

two words used instead of the conjunction /wa/ (and). Perhaps, the meaning intended

in this verse is not ‘that angel’ when dealing with /rūh/, but it may mean the literal

sense of the word which is the spiritual life. In this case the verse signifies: Allah sends

down the angels along with the means of life to those servants whom He pleases; as

is the case in verse 50 from Sura Ash-Shourā, where the word /rūh/ denotes the

(Qur’ān which is the source of spiritual life.(1

In any case, as no punishment and retribution will be inflicted on anyone without

adequate explanation and without delivering a just ultimatum, the Qur’ān implies that

Allah sends down angels with the Divine spirit to those of His
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servants whom He wants, ordering them to awaken the people to the fact that there

is no other one to be worshipped except Him. Therefore, they should avoid any

opposition to His commandments and feel responsible when confronting Him. The

:verse says

He sends down the angels with the inspiration of His commandment upon “ 
whomever of His servants He wills as to warn (people) that there is no God but I, so be

.” in awe of Me

****
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نَوکُرِشُْی اَّمعَ  یَلاعَتَ    ِ قّحَْلاِب ضَرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامَّسلا  قَلَخَ  ﴾ 3﴿

He created the skies and the earth with the truth; Exalted is He above everything . “ 3
.” with which they associate Him

Commentary: verse 3

Here, the Qur’ān selects two ways for dealing with the issue of the eradication of

.paganism and focusing all people’s attention on the One God

First, He tackles the issue with rational reasoning regarding the magnificent order of

creation and its system. Secondly, He tackles the issue through emotional ways and

the explanation of the various blessings towards man and by instigating man’s sense

:of gratitude. At first, it says

; …” He created the skies and the earth with the truth “ 

The rightfulness of creation of the skies and the earth is evident both when one

considers the amazing system of well-regulated creation, and the goal and the

.various interests which exist in it

Are those idols whom they associate with Him able to bring about such a creation

process, or can they create a small mosquito or create a particle of dust? The verse

:says

.” Exalted is He above everything with which they associate Him “… 

****
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نٌیِبُّم مٌیصِخَ  وَهُ  اذَإِفَ  هٍفَطُّْن  نِم  نَاسَنلإِا  قَلَخَ  ﴾ 4﴿

.” He created man out of semen, yet behold! He is an open adversary . “ 4

Commentary: verse 4

After allusions made to the issue of the creation of the skies and the earth and their

endless mysteries, He enters into the discussion of man himself; the man who is

.closer to Him than any other one

The Qur’ān in regard to man implies that: And eventually when he was a worthless

sperm with no soul, he was made into a rational being as well as defendant,
expressive of his own interior, and engaging in disputations with foes. (This meaning

!( refers to the different stages of man’s development process

The other meaning attributed to this verse is that man eventually turned into Allah’s
enemy, rejecting his own Creator. (This alludes to the retrogression and meanness of

:the sinful ones.) The verse says

.” He created man out of semen, yet behold! He is an open adversary “ 

****
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نَوُلکُأْتَ اهَْنِموَ  عُِفانَمَوَ  ءٌفْدِ  اهَیِف  مْکَُل  اهَقَلَخَ  مَاعَْنلاَاوَ  ﴾ 5﴿

And He created the cattle for you, therein is warmth and (other) advantages, and . “ 5
.” of them you eat

Commentary: verse 5

There are many advantages in animals for man. Their meat and milk serve for his

food; their skin and wool serve for making shoes and clothing; their back serves for

loading, their feet are utilized for cultivation, and even their feces are used for

fertilization. In spite of all the above advantages, they cause the least trouble for man.
:The verse says

And He created the cattle for you, therein is warmth and (other) advantages, and of “ 
.” them you eat

In Islamic quotations, next to agriculture, the best job proposed is breeding live-stock.
This has been mentioned on condition that the job is coupled with the payment of

.one’s religious dues of Zakāt and with an eye on the deprived people

Incidentally, focusing one’s attention on the divine blessings enlivens the love unto

.the Creator as well as the spirit of His servitude in man

****
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نَوحُرَسْتَ نَیحِوَ  نَوحُیرُِت  نَیحِ  لٌامَجَ  اهَیِف  مْکَُلوَ  ﴾ 6﴿

And there is beauty in them for you when you drive them (home in the evening), . “ 6
(.” and when you send them forth to pasture (in the morning

Commentary: verse 6

The Qur’ānic term /tasrahūn/ is derived from /saraha/ which signifies sending livestock

to the pastureland; and the Arabic term /turihūn/, which is derived from /rauh/, means

.the time when the cattle return to their stable

Allah, the Gracious, does not confine Himself to the mentioning of the ordinary

advantages provided by the useful animals, but He also insists on the psychological

:benefits which can be drown out of them. The verse says

And there is beauty in them for you when you drive them (home in the evening), and “ 
(.” when you send them forth to pasture (in the morning

This, in fact, provides the beauty of the self-sufficiency for the society, as this is a way

of the provision for the needs by a society which are to be fulfilled. In other words this

provides a picture for the beauty laid out in the process for achieving economic

.independence as well as the stoppage of all source of dependence

:Explanations

.The four-footed animals are (just like other creatures,) created for the sake of man . 1

Vegetarianism is not a value in itself. Allah recounts the eating of the meat of lawful . 2
animals as one of their
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advantages: “… of them you eat.” Certainly, indulgence in consumption of meat is not

.recommended

The perfection of the glory of a society resides in its independence, self-sufficiency, . 3
.production and expanding of its livestock breeding industry

.Beauty and decoration’ is one of the natural needs of the individual and society . ‘ 4

The perfection in beauty of a society rests with the struggle, and not with . 5
stagnation and impasse; the struggle which is achieved through mass movement, and

.not through individualistic achievements

Beauty in perfection requires being of service to the people; it is not attained . 6
.through only filling up of one’s own stomach

That kind of beauty makes perfect in case of being under the umbrella of a . 7
shepherd which is coupled with one’s own wisdom, and not being left alone and to

.oneself

****
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سِفُنلاَا   ِ قّشِِب َّلاإِ  هِیغِِلاَب  اوُنوکُتَ  مَّْل  دٍلََب  یَلإِ  مْکَُلاقَْثأَ  لُمِحْتَوَ  ﴾ 7﴿

مٌیحَِّر فٌوؤُرََل  مْکَُّبرَ  َّنإِ 

And they carry your heavy loads unto a land that you could not reach except with . “ 7
.” distress of (your) self. Verily your Lord is Compassionate, Merciful

Commentary: verse 7

The Qur’ān points out to another of the advantages of animals in this noble verse. It

implies that animals carry your heavy loads on their back, going towards towns and

regions which you could not reach without undergoing tremendous troubles. The

:verse says

And they carry your heavy loads unto a land that you could not reach except with“
. …” distress of (your) self

This is a sign of Mercy and compassion of Allah Who has created these four-footed

animals with such tremendous strength, and has made them tamed and submissive

:to you. The verse continues saying

.” Verily your Lord is Compassionate, Merciful “… 

As one may note, these four-footed animals, firstly, provide man with means for

covering him against cold and heat. In the second place, their milk products are used

and, then, their meat. And, finally, they provide those psychological effects which

.leave an impact on man’s heart, and their use as a means of transportation

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ امَ لاَ  قُُلخْیَوَ  هًنَیزِوَ  اهَوُبکَرْتَِل  رَیمِحَْلاوَ  لَاغَِبْلاوَ  لَْیخَْلاوَ  ﴾ 8﴿

And (He created) horses, and mules and donkeys that you may ride upon them, . “ 8
.” and for ornament, and He creates what you do not know

Commentary: verse 8

The Qur’ānic term /xayl/ means: ‘pride, arrogance’, but here, in this verse, the

.objective is ‘horse’, as if man feels a kind of pride and arrogance in horse riding

The Arabic word /biqāl/ signifies ‘mule’ which comes to being by a horse and a donkey;

’. and the word /hamīr/ is the plural from of /himār/ in the sense of ‘ass

In this holy verse, the Qur’ān points to some other animals which man uses for riding.
:The verse says

And (He created) horses, and mules and donkeys that you may ride upon them, and “ 
, …” for ornament

In conclusion, Allah points out to a more important issue and calls everybody’s
attention to the various means of transportation and mounts which will be made

available to man in the future, and, which he can make better use of them. And Allah

will create other things that you know nothing about them, like the modern various

means of transportation, whether be it cars, trains, or airplanes which are indeed

:Allah’s creatures, not those of men. The verse continues saying

.” and He creates what you do not know “… 

****
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نَیعِمَجْأَ مْکُادَهََل  ءَآشَ  وَْلوَ  رٌِئآجَ  اهَْنِموَ  لِیِبَّسلا  دُصْقَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَوَ  ﴾ 9﴿

And upon Allah is to show the right way, and of them (the ways) are the deviating . “ 9
.” ones; and if He had willed He could have guided all of you

Commentary: verse 9

From among the affairs which Allah regards them as His Own obligations is leading

people and providing them with proper guidance, as He remarks “Verily We take upon

:Ourselves to guide,”(1) and again in this verse the Holy Qur’ān states

, …” And upon Allah is to show the right way “ 

Here, the Qur’ānic term /qasd/ signifies moderation, and the aim in referring to /qasd-
’. us-sabīl/ is the in-between way or the ‘straight way

Anyway, in pursuing the various blessings, which were discussed in the previous

verses, the Qur’ān points out here to one of the most important spiritual blessings of

them, when it implies that it is up to Allah to show the right and straight path to the

:people, a path which has no deviation found in it. The verse says

, …” And upon Allah is to show the right way “ 

As for this ‘straight path’ which alludes to either the ‘genetic’ or the ‘religious’
dimension, the commentators have offered various interpretations. However, their

.ideas are not incompatible with each other if they include both cases
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On the other hand, Allah has sent the prophets equipping them with revelations,
adequate instructions and regulations required by man, so that, from the religious

laws point of view be able to discriminate the good from the evil and, by means of kind

of statements, to persuade man to cover the straight way and refrain him from the

.deviate paths

Afterwards, as there are many deviating paths, He warns human beings, implying

:that some of these paths are deviating and have dead ends. The verse says

; …” and of them (the ways) are the deviating ones “… 

And since the blessings of freedom of choice and free will are among the most

important factors in man’s perfection, the Qur’ān refers to them with a short

sentence and remarks in implication that if Allah wanted, He would lead all of you by

compulsion to the straight path in such a way as you would not be able to deviate in
:the least from that path. The verse continues saying

.” and if He had willed He could have guided all of you “… 

But, He did not do that, for compulsory guidance is neither something which makes

.one proud; nor is it a development for him

Anyway, Allah has not deemed it appropriate to make people believers by

.compulsion; on the contrary, He has left man free to choose his own path

****
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Section 2:Allah’s Unity Testified in Nature

Point

Creation made subservient to Man – Arguments against polytheism

نَومُیسُِت هِیِف  رٌجَشَ  هُْنِموَ  بٌارَشَ  هُْن  مکَُل مِّ- ءًآمَ  ءِآمَّسلا  نَِم  لَزَنأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  ﴾ 10﴿

He it is Who sends down water from the sky for you; from it you drink, and by it . “ 10
.” (grows) trees on which you pasture your cattle

Commentary: verse 10

The Arabic term /tasīmūn/ is derived from /’asāmah/ and means letting animals graze

in the pastureland; and the word /šajar/ in Arabic has a broad meaning which includes

every type of plant, whether trees or bushes. As Sura As-Sāffāt, No. 37, verse 146,
concerning pumpkins, says: “And caused We to grow (to give shade) over him a plant

.of pumpkin.”, notwithstanding the fact that pumpkins have bushes and not trees

At any rate, in this noble verse, the Qur’ān again makes allusion to the material

blessings so as to provoke men’s sense of gratitude, to light the love of Allah in their

hearts, and to call them to attain a wider cognition of the One Who has been granting

:them the blessings. It says

; …” He it is Who sends down water from the sky for you “ 
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It is the enlivening and freshening, pure, and transparent water which is free from all

.kinds of pollution and which is the source of drinking

, …” from it you drink “… 

And there are plants and trees which grow out of it, and which forms pasturelands

:where you send your domestic animals for grazing. The verse continues saying

.” and by it (grows) trees on which you pasture your cattle “… 

It is certain that the advantages of rainwater are not confined to drinking by man,
enabling plants to grow and trees to flourish. These advantages include the washing

of the earth compounds, purification of the air, creating of the required moisture for

freshness of man’s skin, facilitating of one’s breathing process, and the like. However,
in view of the fact that the abovementioned two parts were of more importance, they

.have been emphasized far more than the other domains

****
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نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مٍوْقَِل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  تِارَمَ  - َّثلا   ِ لّکُ نِموَ  بَانَعْلاَاوَ  لَیخَِّنلاوَ  نَوُتْیَّزلاوَ  عَرَّْزلا  هِِب  مکَُل  تُِبنُی  ﴾ 11﴿

Therewith He causes to grow for you herbage, and the olives, and the palm trees, . “ 11
and the grapes, and of all the fruits. Verily there is a sign in this for a people who

.” reflect

Commentary: verse 11

One must note that to make something grow is the job of Allah and not farming it; and

all kinds of fruits are created for man. So we must keep in mind that all products and

fruits have a passing effect and they are not to be regarded as ends in themselves;

they are proper signs and symbols leading towards the destination and are not to be

:regarded as destinations themselves. The verse says

Therewith He causes to grow for you herbage, and the olives, and the palm trees, “ 
. …” and the grapes, and of all the fruits

Certainly, only to see and to know does not suffice; but thinking and taking the

:appropriate measures are also necessary. The verse continues saying

.” Verily there is a sign in this for a people who reflect “… 

****

?Why Does He only Name Olives, Palm-trees and Grapes

Perhaps it seems such that if the Qur’ān stresses on fruits as olives, dates and grapes,
it is because of the fact that their location in the environment of the revelation of the

Holy
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Qur’ān has been conducive to the growth of such fruits. However, considering the fact

that the Holy Qur’ān has been a universal and an eternal phenomenon and given note

to the depth of its interpretation, it becomes obvious that the issue goes beyond such

.limits

Nutrition scientists remark that there are few fruits the excellence of which can match

nutritionally these three fruits. They also claim that olive oil can produce excellent fuel

for bodily activities. Its quantity of calories is enormous for which it is regarded as

energizing, and those who always seek to keep healthy, must become interested in

.this

Olive oil is friendly towards one’s liver; while, at the same time, it is effective in

removing the ill conditions of kidneys, biliary stones, lithiasis, nephritic colic and

.hepatic colic, as well as removing of constipation syndromes

With the progress of medical sciences and nutrition and food sciences, the

pharmaceutical effects of dates have also been adequately proved. There is calcium

in dates which is the prime factor for the strengthening of bones, and there is also

phosphorus in dates which is the principal source and element which constitutes brain

and inhibits weakness of nerves and fatigue syndromes. It also increases the power

of one’s eyesight. Dates also possess potassium, the absence of which in one’s body

.results in stomach ulcer. It is very useful for one’s muscles, and human body tissues

The fact that dates prevent cancer is nowadays widely circulated among nutrition

.scientists

As for the grapes, according to nutrition scientists, they are so effective in numerous

ways that one can regard them as a naturally established pharmacy or

(pharmaceutical laboratory.(1
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Grapes produce twice as much heat in one’s body as meat. Moreover, they

counterattack poison and play a host of other roles as purifying ones blood, removing

of rheumatism, goat, and the increase in urea in one’s blood stream. Grapes polish

one’s stomach and intestines and are activating, and they remove one’s depression.
.They reinforce one’s nerves and strengthen man because of their various vitamins

Therefore, the stress which the Qur’ān lays on these three fruits is not groundless.
.Probably, some important parts of it have been unknown to the people at that time

****
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نَوُلقِْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هِرِْماَِب  تٌارََّخسَُم  مُوجُُّنلاوَ  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلاوَ  رَاهََّنلاوَ  لَْیَّلا  مُکَُل  رََّخسَوَ  ﴾ 12﴿

And He (has) made the night and the day, and the sun and the moon subservient . “ 12
for you, and the stars have been made subservient by His command. Verily there are

.” signs in this for a people who understand

Commentary: verse 12

The objective of the conquest of the sun and the moon is man’s manipulation of them

for his own advantage. Otherwise, man who is not able to create even a fly, how

would he be able to conquer the sun. By His grace, Allah, the Almighty, has made them

.subservient for man

At any rate, alluding to the blessings offered to man by Allah in man’s conquest of the

:various beings in the world, the Qur’ān remarks

And He (has) made the night and the day, and the sun and the moon subservient for “ 
. …” you, and the stars have been made subservient by His command

Most certainly, there are signs and clues of the grandeur of Allah (s.w.t.) and the

:magnificence of creation for those who contemplate. The verse continues saying

.” Verily there are signs in this for a people who understand “… 

In the meantime, the hierarchical order of the system of existence is solely attracting

the attention and are the object of development of those individuals who are thinking

as well as reasoning, and not for those with naively-thinking, and those who are

.simple-minded
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نَورَُّکَّذیَ مٍوْقَِل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هُُناوَْلأَ  اًفِلتَخُْم  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  مْکَُل  أَرَذَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 13﴿

And (also) whatever He has produced for you on the earth of different colours; . “ 13
.” verily there is a sign in this for a people who take advice

Commentary: verse 13

The varieties of hues in existence are nothing but signs of the Power and Wisdom of

Allah. Of course, He has created them for humankind. Hence, Allah declares in this

noble verse, implying that the creatures which He has created for you on the earth

have also been made subservient to you as well, various creatures and of different

:coloring. The verse says

; …” And (also) whatever He has produced for you on the earth of different colours “ 

They are from different coverings, foods, clean spouses, and well-fare means to

different mines and underground useful sources as well as other over-ground ones

.plus other blessings

In these, there are also signs which are evident for those who are reminded in these

:matters as well. The verse says

.” verily there is a sign in this for a people who take advice “… 

:Reflection, Reasoning, Reminding

In the above verses, after calling people to three parts of the Divine blessings, He

.invites people to the act of reflection

However, in one case He points out that ‘There are signs in these for those who

reflect’. In another case He reiterates that there are signs for those who reason,
.while in the third case He declares that there are signs for those who remember
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Such a wide range of differences in senses does not certainly reflect some technical

.maneuvering in expression

Conversely, out of what we grasp from the methodology of the Qur’ān, each has got a
different point of reference. Maybe, the note on such difference points out to the case

of varieties of the existing blessings in the world are so obvious that the mere fact of

.mentioning may be sufficient

However, in case of agriculture, olives, palm trees, grapes and the fruits in general,
they require reflection so that one gets more acquainted with their nutritional and

.therapeutic qualities. Therefore, He makes allusion to reflection and points it out

As for the conquest of the sun and the moon as well as stars along with the secrets of

the day and night, there is need for further thinking. Thus, He refers to ‘reasoning’
.which ranks higher in the hierarchy of the ladder of contemplation

In any case, the Qur’ān always addresses the enlightened, meditating, think tank

individuals who have got highly sophisticated brains and reasoning despite the fact

that the Qur’ān has been appeared in an environment where ruled naught but

ignorance. One thus concludes the magnanimity of such meanings. In particular when

facing those who negate the truly authentic religions altogether. Crossing them out

who, because of some superstitious religions, claim that religions, in general, put

one’s meditation channels out of work. They claim that having faith in Allah is the

.product of ignorance

Such Qur’ānic verses are almost found throughout all of the suras. The Qur’ān

explicitly states that the truly authentic religion is the product of meditation,
reflection, and reasoning, and Islam addresses the intellectuals, the reflecting people

and the men of knowledge everywhere, and not those who are ignorant, superstitious

.or the seemingly enlightened ones who have got no solid logical framework
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هِِلضـْفَ نِم  اوغُتَْبتَِلوَ  هِیِف  رَخِاوَمَ  کَْـلفُْلا  يرَتَوَ  اهـََنوسُبَْلتَ  هًیَْلحِ  هُْنِم  اوجُرِخْتَسـْتَوَ  اًّـیرِطَ  اًـمحَْل  هُْنِم  اوُلکُأْتـَِل  رَحْبَْلا  رََّخسـَ  يذَِّلا  وَهـُوَ  ﴾ 14﴿

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََلوَ 

And He it is Who has made the sea subservient that you may eat fresh meat from . “ 14
it and bring forth from it ornaments which you wear, and you see the ships cleaving

.” through it, and that you may seek of His bounty, and that you may be grateful

Commentary: verse 14

The sea has got an important role to play in man’s life. The seawater is the source of

steam, clouds and rain. The depth of the sea provides man with the most delicious

food, fishes, and its surface provides the cheapest, and the most widespread lines of

transportation for cargo and passengers. All of the above advantages have been

made possible through the policies and powers of the Almighty, and man has got no

:role to play in bringing them about. The verse says

And He it is Who has made the sea subservient that you may eat fresh meat from it “ 
and bring forth from it ornaments which you wear, and you see the ships cleaving

.” through it, and that you may seek of His bounty, and that you may be grateful

The Arabic term /mawāxir/ is the plural form of /māxirah/ which is derived from /maxr/
.and it signifies splitting from all sides, the left side as well as the right side

p: 375

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5014 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Explanations

The sea, with all its magnanimity and despite all its ebbs and flows, is subject and . 1
subservient to man and is at his disposal. “And He it is Who has made the sea

 …” subservient

The seas provide the most important source of fresh and healthy meat. “…that you . 2
…” may eat fresh meat from it

Allah provides man not only with the means of primary needs, such as water and . 3
food, but also He provides him even with ornamental materials as well; in a manner:
So as you would be able to exploit the precious gems of the seas with deep-sea diving

for the sake of your dressing as well as the dressing of your wives. “…and bring forth

, …” from it ornaments which you wear

.The seas provide man with the best of natural ornaments . 4

The general laws with regard to the sea animals are concerned with their . 5
categorization as being religiously ‘lawful meat’ for eating, unless there is a law as not

.being allowed for a specific reason

.Freshness of meat is a value in itself . 6

Although man ought to struggle for obtaining food, his sustenance depends on . 7
, …” Allah. “…and that you may seek of His bounty

All of one’s success must be targeted in order that sense of gratitude may be . 8
.” awakened. “… and that you may be grateful

****
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نَودُتَهْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  لاًُبسُوَ  اًراهَْنأَوَ  مْکُِب  دَیمِتَ  نأَ  یَسِاوَرَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  یقْلأَوَ  ﴾ 15﴿

And He has cast firm mountains in the earth that it does not quake with you, and . “ 15
,” streams and roads that you may be guided aright

Commentary: verse 15

Mountains provide sources of equilibrium and comfort for man. The Arabic term

/mayd/ means ‘movement towards the right and left directions, as well as tension’.
The Qur’ānic sentence /’an tamīda bikum/ (that it does not quake with you) signifies

that mountains are the cause of one’s peace of mind as well as preventing of earth

quakes. Hadrat Ali (a.s.), with regard to mountains, says: “Allah rendered the earth in a
sustaining form by fixing in it gigantic stones and firm mountains.”(1) The foundations

of the mountains have penetrated in all of the ups and downs of the earth and are

:geared into its holes. The verse says

And He has cast firm mountains in the earth that it does not quake with you, and “ 
,” streams and roads that you may be guided aright

As the tension of the earth requires gigantic mountains to keep it sustaining, the

tension found among the inhabitants of the earth also requires up-straight and Godly

.figures so that they can serve as causes of peace of mind in the people of the society
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Some Islamic quotations indicate that Allah (s.w.t.) made the Ahl-ul-Bayt of the

Prophet of Islam (a.s.) as the pillars of

(the earth so as to rescue the inhabitants of the earth from anxiety and tension.(1

In the meantime, mountains play an important role in man’s life. They store the winter

snow amidst their outskirts which serve as the sources of streams and canals in

springtime and with their variety of shapes they can serve as the road signs for

guiding the travelers. We can grasp this meaning once we suppose that the entire

.earth were flat and soft

****
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نَودُتَهْیَ مْهُ  مِجَّْنلاِبوِ  تٍامَلاَعَوَ  ﴾ 16﴿

.” And landmarks (too), and by the star they find the right way . “ 16

Commentary: verse 16

We need landmarks for moving in the deserts and finding our way. The natural signs

guide us during day-time and the stars lead us by night, to both of which Allah makes

:allusions in this verse. It says

.” And landmarks (too), and by the star they find the right way “ 

We do not only need signs for finding our right way from circumlocution roads which

lead us astray, but we also need clear signs for knowing the right from wrong in the

midst of our desires, instincts, and of the despotic methods of dictators. The Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) has designated and assigned some symbols to know the truth after him

.when people need it and when they are wandering aimlessly by looking at them

In many quotations from the immaculate Imāms (a.s.) we have it that /najm/ (star) is
interpreted as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and /‘alāmāt/ (symbols) is interpreted as the

Imams, in which case we have reference made to the spiritual commentary of this

.verse of the Qur’ān

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition has said: The ‘star’ reflects the Messenger of Allah, and

‘symbols’ alludes to the Imams (a.s.)” And Imam Sādiq (a.s.) also states: “ We are the

symbols”. One of the best examples and cases of those so-called ‘symbols’ are

(Hadrat Zahrā, and Imam Husayn (a.s.). (Tafsīr-ul-Burhān
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نَورَُّکذَتَ لاَفَأَ  قُُلخْیَ  َّلا  نمَکَ  قُُلخْیَ  نمَفَأَ  ﴾ 17﴿

?” Is He then Who creates as he who does not create? Do you not then consider . “ 17

Commentary: verse 17

From the onset of the Sura Nahl as far as here, the Qur’ān has recounted the Divine

blessings in 15 verses. It draws a general conclusion in this verse and explains the

issue in an interrogative form implying whether He then Who creates is on a par with

or equal to those idols and despots who are lacking in power to create. Why is it that

:you search for them instead of turning to the Almighty? The verse says

? …” Is He then Who creates as he who does not create “ 

After the discussion of all those great blessings and the hidden graces of Allah, the

:Qur’ān addresses the conscience of the human beings and states

?” Is He then Who creates as he who does not create? Do you not then consider “ 

Should one prostrate before the Creator of all such blessings or should one prostrate

before those beings which are only tiny creatures themselves and who have never

?created anything and are not creating anything at the present

This is an effective educational method which the Qur’ān has employed in various

circumstances. It raises the issues in an interrogative form and leaves their answers

to the awakened consciences while appealing to the sense of spontaneity of he

.people

In conclusion, theology and the worship of the Almighty is embedded in the nature of

.all human beings; what is needed is reminding them of it

?” Do you not then consider “… 
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مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغََل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  آهَوصُحُْت  هَِّللا لاَ  هَمَْعِن  اوُّدعُتَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 18﴿

And if you count Allah’s blessings, you are unable to number them. Verily Allah is . “ 18
.” Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 18

Finally, in order to let no one think that the favors of Allah are confined to those things

:only, the Qur’ān states

. …” And if you count Allah’s blessings, you are unable to number them “ 

Now, this question arises as to how can we express our gratitude to Him which we

owe Him? In this case, are we not among those who are ungrateful? The Qur’ān

:provides the answer to this question in the last sentence of this verse, saying

.” Verily Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “… 

Certainly, Allah is more compassionate and more lenient than you may think of Him to

take actions in questioning or in punishing you for your inability to express your

thanks for His blessings. You would better know this much that you are head over

heel intermingled in His Graces and you are unable to express due recognition for His

favors, and you should pay Him the apology that you always owe Him for your

shortcoming in order to fulfill your duty in thanking Him. It is in this case that you have

.performed your utmost thankfulness to Him

Who is he the one who affords to express his gratitude adequately to Him. That

servant does best who offers his apology to Him for the sins he has committed.
.Otherwise, what can best suit Him is utterly impossible to be performed by anyone

However, all these obstacles cannot obstruct us or stand in our way to keep account

.of His bounties and graces as far as we can, and thus be grateful to Him
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نَوُنِلْعُت امَوَ  نَوُّرسُِت  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 19﴿

.” And Allah knows that which you conceal and that which you reveal . “ 19

Commentary: verse 19

Allah’s knowledge as to all affairs, whether open or covert, is identical, and if we know

that Allah is fully aware of whatever we do, we seek to lead a virtuous life. Definitely,
:Allah knows as to what our intentions and objectives might be. The verse says

.” And Allah knows that which you conceal and that which you reveal “ 

****
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نَوقُلَخُْی مْهُوَ  اًئْیشَ  نَوقُُلخْیَ  هَِّللا لاَ  نِودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 20﴿

And those they call on besides Allah do not create anything and they are . “ 20
.” themselves created

Commentary: verse 20

The Holy Qur’ān stresses the issue of creativity once again, implying: Those whom

they worship other than Allah, not only they do not create anything but also they

:themselves are created ones. The verse says

And those they call on besides Allah do not create anything and they are themselves “ 
.” created

The issue in question has so far been that these are not the creators and for this

reason they are not worth worshipping. Now the Qur’ān declares that they are

.themselves created and needy as well

****
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نَوُثعَْبُی نَاَّیأَ  نَورُعُشْیَ  امَوَ  ءٍآیَحْأَ  رُْیغَ  تٌاوَْمأَ  ﴾ 21﴿

.” They are) dead, not alive, and they do not know when they will be raised . “ ) 21

Commentary: verse 21

As the worshippers of the idols used to manufacture idols in the shape of man, and

they used to treat them as if they were conscious beings, therefore, Allah in this verse

.calls the idols as dead ones which are used for the conscious living beings

All beings except Allah are regarded as dead, whether be it inanimate ones or human

:beings from the point of being worshipped. The verse says

.” They are) dead, not alive, and they do not know when they will be raised “ )

This is the fifth characteristic which the worshipped one must possess, and which the

.idols are lacking

Idols and idolatry have got a wide range of meanings in the logic of the Qur’ān.
Whomever and whatever is juxtaposed as against Allah in respect to its leaning and

supporting power and we imagine in whose hands our destiny is laid, that will be

regarded as an idol for us. It is for this reason that whatever is mentioned in the

above verses are in connection with those who claim apparently seem to be

worshippers of Allah, but they have lost the independence of a faithful and truthful

believer, leaning on the support of some weak subjects on whom they count for their

.livelihood, they are the target of them

****
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Section 3:God of all is only One

Point

God of all is only One – Pride and the proud ones detested by Allah – The disbelievers

.shall bear their own burden and also the burden of those whom they lead astray

نَورُِبکْتَسُْم مهُوَ  هٌرَکِنُم  مهُُبوُلُق  هِرَخِلاَاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلافَ لاَ  دٌحِاوَ  هٌَلإِ  مْکُهَُلإِ  ﴾ 22﴿

Your God is One God. Hence, those who do not believe in the Hereafter, their . “ 22
.” hearts are repulsive, and they are arrogant

Commentary: verse 22

Your Lord is One God, unique and no one else is able to be the creator of the

:blessings. Therefore, stick to the rules of His worship. The verse says

. …” Your God is One God “ 

Those who disbelieve in the Hereafter, their hearts deny the truth and they refrain

from accepting admonitions and advices. Such ones are those who are arrogant and

refrain from submission to the truth. They go on disobeying it without having any

:grounds for what they do. The holy verse continues saying

Hence, those who do not believe in the Hereafter, their hearts are repulsive, and “… 
.” they are arrogant

****
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:Explanations

The previous verses dealt with the ability of Allah and the inability of all others . 1
relating to the act of creation and lack of their awareness about the future. This verse

.stresses the fact that your real Lord is Allah, One God

The Arabic term /kibr/ signifies ‘megalomania’ or regarding of one’s own self as . 2
greater than what one is. The word /takabbur/ means putting into practice or

implementation of the attributes of being megalomaniac. The Arabic word /’istikbār/
also denotes that one is not great in itself but wants to create and prove his grandeur

.and splendor by whatever means which are usually at his disposal

Some Islamic quotations indicate that Imam Husayn (a.s.) once was passing by a . 3
group of impoverished needy people who were having their meals. They invited him

to join them. The Imam (a.s.) accepted their invitation and sat down next to them,
(engaging in eating, then he said: “Allah does not love the arrogant.”(1
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نَیرِِبکْتَسْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّنإِ لاَ  نَوُنِلْعُی  امَوَ  نَوُّرسُِی  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  مَرَجَ  لاَ  ﴾ 23﴿

Undoubtedly Allah does know that which they conceal and that which they reveal. . “ 23
.” Verily He does not love the arrogant

Commentary: verse 23

The Arabic word /jarama/ means ‘picking of and cutting fruits from the trees’. The

term /lājarama/ signifies that the issue in question is not to be ‘cut’, ‘taken away’ or

.such that one can be skeptic about. Conversely, it is something certain and decisive

This verse serves two functions: It threatens the pagans warning them all as to the

awareness of Allah of their performances, and, at the same time, it carries the good

news unto the believers about the fact that Allah is aware of the situation of their

.enemies and can punish them as well

This noble verse also stresses once again on Allah’s knowledge of the invisible and His

intuition of what is open and hidden, saying that Allah is definitely aware of what they

make manifest as well as what they hide away. This sentence is in fact a threat

against the pagans and the foes of the Truth about which Allah is never unaware. The

:verse says

. …” Undoubtedly Allah does know that which they conceal and that which they reveal “ 

They are arrogant and Allah does not love the arrogant, for arrogance, when facing

:the Truth, is considered as the first sign of one’s alienation from Allah. The verse says

.” Verily He does not love the arrogant “… 
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نَیِلَّولاَا رُیطِاسَأَ  اوُلاقَ  مْکُُّبرَ  لَزَنأَ  آذَاَّم  مهَُل  لَیِق  اذَإِوَ  ﴾ 24﴿

And when they are asked: ‘What has your Lord sent down?’ They say: ‘The . “ 24
’.” legends of the ancients

Commentary: verse 24

The Arabic term /’asātīr/ is the plural form of /’ustūrah/ which signifies the stories and

superstitious fables which have been turned into written forms. Or, it may be the

plural form of /’astār/ which means lines that have been copied in duplicated forms

from the previous books. This word has been quoted nine times in the Qur’ān from

the pagan’s tongue in all cases of which they have been accompanied by the word

/’awwalīn/ meaning the ‘first one’s’. That is, they would say: “These words are nothing

.” new; they are contrarily, those expressed or rather fabricated by the predecessors

In the previous verse, the discussion concentrated on those who were arrogant. The

usual logic of these disbelievers is reflected in this verse which implies that when they

are asked as to what their Lord has revealed, they answer that these are not the

Divine revelations; they are the same false stories of the predecessors. The verse

:says

And when they are asked: ‘What has your Lord sent down?’ They say: ‘The legends “ 
’.” of the ancients

It is interesting to note that the arrogant today usually mischievously appeal to this

way of escaping the truth in order to mislead others. In some books concerning

sociology, they have turned to even putting their deceptive ideas into a scientific

framework and claim that ‘religion’ is the product of man’s ignorance and religious

.interpretations are confined to ‘fables’ only
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However, they do not organize any campaigns against the superstitious and

fabricated religions. Their opposition is only concentrated around true religions which

seek to awaken people’s minds, breaking up of the policies of colonialism and of

.obstructing the way of the expansionists and colonialists

In conclusion, the sending of the prophets (a.s.) and of the Celestial Books are among

.the Lordly acts for the education and guidance of the people

But, the habit of the arrogant people is to despise and humiliate whether be it

.sometimes the school, at other times the leader, or the entire nation

****
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نَورُزِیَ امَ  ءَآسَ  لاَأَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب  مهَُنوُّلضُِی  نَیذَِّلا  رِازَوْأَ  نِْموَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هًلَِماکَ  مْهُرَازَوْأَ  اوُلمِحْیَِل  ﴾ 25﴿

That they must bear their burdens entirely on the Day of Resurrection and (also) . “ 25
some of the burdens of those whom they lead astray without knowledge. Beware! Evil

!” is it what they bear

Commentary: verse 25

This verse deals with the pioneers of paganism who, in this life, lead the people astray

with their falsified propaganda. Therefore, in the Hereafter they must shoulder the

burden of their own sins as well as those whom they have seduced and caused to

deviate from the straight path. As some Islamic quotations indicate: He who founds a
deviating path, must share the punishment of all those who are deviants in it; and he

who leads others in the right direction will also share in the rewards accorded to those

who are seeking the truth without being at a disadvantage as far as his own share is
concerned; and beware that the former are shouldering the worst kind of

:responsibilities. The holy verse says

That they must bear their burdens entirely on the Day of Resurrection and (also) “ 
some of the burdens of those whom they lead astray without knowledge. Beware! Evil

!” is it what they bear

The reason why this case happens is that their word will sometimes seduce

thousands of people. How difficult it is that one adds to his own punishment by

suffering not only for his own sins but also sharing in the sins of thousands of others.
Moreover, when their misleading words stay and serve as
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sources of the seduction of future generations, they will also have to suffer for their

.sins which are extra to those of their own

Incidentally, the cause of most deviations is ignorance, and the enemy utilizes that

ignorance to achieve his own goals. Nevertheless, ignorance cannot serve as an

.excuse and does not acquit one from the punishment for his guilt

****
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Section 4:The disgrace which the wicked shall have

Point

Those who plan against the truth shall meet disgrace in return – The reward which

the righteous will gain – Those who mock at the truth, their own earnings shall

.overtake them

نَورُعُشْیَ ثُیحَ لاَ  نِْم  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُاتَأَوَ  مْهِِقوْفَ  نِم  فُْقَّسلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  َّرخَفَ  دِعِاوَقَْلا  نَِم  مهَُنایَْنُب  هَُّللا  یتَاَفَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  رَکَمَ  دْقَ  ﴾ 26﴿

Indeed, those who were before them (also) devised plans. So (the wrath of Allah) . “ 26
struck at the foundations of their buildings, and then the roof fell on them from above

.” them, and the (Divine) punishment came to them from whence they never perceived

Commentary: verse 26

This noble verse discusses the point that it is not the first occasion when the arrogant

accuse the Divine leaders, and consider the Divine revelations as old fables. On the

contrary, those who preceded them also devised such conspiracies. Nevertheless,
Allah hit the foundations of their life, destroying it from the scratch and thus their roof

:fell on them from above. The verse says

Indeed, those who were before them (also) devised plans. So (the wrath of Allah) “ 
struck at the foundations of their buildings, and then the roof fell on them from

, …” above them
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And Allah’s punishment came upon them from where they could never have the

:slightest idea. The holy verse continues saying

.” and the (Divine) punishment came to them from whence they never perceived “… 

The total destruction of the foundations of the buildings and the falling down of the

roofs might be taken as allusions made to the buildings and their apparent roofs

which were pounded and devastated as a result of earthquakes and thunderbolts,
falling over them. It might just as well be reference metaphorically to their

.organizational hierarchy which was eradicated by Allah’s command

.Incidentally, it is not incompatible that the verse refers to both meanings

:Explanations

To eradicate the entire mental and organizational system of the enemies, one must . 1
deal with them fundamentally and not superficially so that all of them might be

.vanished

At times, it happens that a building, with very solid foundations, turns into one’s own . 2
.grave instead of serving as a place for his preservation

In the meantime, this holy verse serves as a threat to the conspirators while serving

.(. as a way of providing calm and comfort for the Prophet (p.b.u.h

****
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یلَعَ ءَوُّسلاوَ  مَوْیَْلا  يَزْخِْلا  َّنإِ  مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقـَ  مْهِیِف  نَوُّقآشـَُت  مُْتنکُ  نَیذَِّلا  يَءِآکَرَشـُ  نَْیأَ  لُوقُیَوَ  مْهِیزِخُْی  هِمَایـَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  َّمُث  ﴾ 27﴿

نَیرِِفاکَْلا

Then on the Day of Resurrection He will disgrace them and say: ‘Where are My . “ 27
associates for whose sake you have been disputing?’ Those who have been given the

knowledge will say: ‘Verily, the disgrace and scandal are this day upon the

.” unbelievers

Commentary: verse 27

Knowledge and ignorance have some broader meanings in the context of the Qur’ān

than the general meanings which are ascribed to them. A knowledgeable person, in
the Qur’ānic context, is the one whose thinking and practice are based on the truth

even though he may have no command of reading and writing. An ignorant fellow, on

the other hand, is he whose actions are based on what is wrong even though he might

have mastery of all the subjects of science. The Qur’ān regards the notion of

paganism and worshipping of idols as utter ignorance, as it regards the root of the

heinous act of the people of Lot as ignorance. In this verse, also “Those Who have

been given knowledge” addresses those who are facing against unbelief and

.paganism. That is, true knowledge leads and directs man to Monotheism and Faith

In the meantime, what was mentioned about them in the previous verse was

regarding their punishment in this world, which does not end at this point. Besides

that, Allah will bring them disgrace, shame and scandal in the Resurrection Day. The

:verse says
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Then on the Day of Resurrection He will “ 

 …” disgrace them

Addressing them, He puts this question to them asking: Where are those whom you

fabricated as associates for Me, used to love them and you had hostile attitudes

:towards others for their sake? It continues

?’ …” and say: ‘Where are My associates for whose sake you have been disputing “… 

Most definitely, they shall have no answers here for this question. Nevertheless, those

who have been given knowledge, including the angels, prophets and the believers,
open their mouth asserting: Shamefulness, scandal and ill-fate are to-day incumbent

(upon ‘the unbelievers’. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn and ’Atyab-ul-Bayān

.This itself will be a type of punishment and psychological chastisement for them

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ مُتنکُ  امَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  یلََب  ءٍوسُ  نِم  لُمَْعَن  اَّنکُ  امَ  مَلََّسلا  اوُقَْلاَفَ  مْهِسِفُنأَ  یمِِلاظَ  هُکَِئلآمَْلا  مُهُاَّفوَتَتَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 28﴿

Those whom the angels take their lives while they are unjust to themselves. Then . “ 28
they would offer submission, (falsely saying:) ‘We used not to commit any evil act’.

’.” ‘Nay; Allah is definitely aware of what you used to do

Commentary: verse 28

The unbelievers do both at the time when angels are taking their life: They offer their

submission and they deny their evil past. However, neither that faith, to which they

confess is of any kind of value, for it has its origin in ‘necessity’; nor is their denial

.acceptable from them, for Allah is always aware of everything

This noble verse with its particular interpretation, which provides a thought-provoking

instructive lesson for awakening the ignorant and those who are unaware, describes

:the pagan as follows

.Those whom the angels of death take their lives, while they are unjust to themselves“
…”

For, whatever tyranny one inflicts on others, it will first of all start with himself, and he

.will ruin his own house before that of the others

Nonetheless when man finds himself in his deathbed, and the curtains of his own

arrogance and negligence are removed from before his eyes, he will immediately

offer his submission, falsely claiming that he has not done anything wrong. The verse

:says
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Then they would offer submission, (falsely saying:) ‘We used not to commit any evil “… 
’. …” act

Are they telling lies because, as a result of their habitual repetition, lying has become

their inherent characteristic? Or else, they want to say that they know such acts which

they have committed have been mistakes. It is probable that the two cases might be

.involved and both hold true

Nevertheless, they are soon reminded that they are liars and that they have

committed many evil acts, saying that Allah is aware of whatever they have done as

:well as their intentions under all circumstances. The verse says

’.” Nay; Allah is definitely aware of what you used to do “… ‘

Therefore, there is no room for them to deny or refute! And this ‘emergency faith’ of

.theirs, which is instantly expressed for pragmatic reasons, is of no use either

****
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نَیر -ِ بّکَتَمُْلا يوَْثمَ  سَْئِبلَفَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  مََّنهَجَ  بَاوَْبأَ  اوُلخُدْافَ  ﴾ 29﴿

Therefore, enter through the gates of Hell, to abide therein. Thus, indeed, evil is . “ 29
.” the abode of the arrogant

Commentary: verse 29

Then, enter Hell through its gates where you will always be staying. Note what an

.awful place is the residence of the arrogant people

They have not voluntarily entered the inferno! On the contrary, they have been made

.enter into it

There are seven gates for the Hell according to the text of the Qur’ān, each of which

.belongs to one category of the seven categories in the Hell

The Qur’ān says: “It has seven gates, for every gate there shall be a (separate) party

of them assigned.” (Sura Al-Hijr, No. 15, verse 44) This verse does not signify that they

can enter through whichever gate they choose. On the contrary, it means that every

class of those sinners can enter through one of the gates according to their intensity

of: paganism, disbelief or profanity, opposition or hostility, their intensity of being

misled, seductive ability, and oppression as well as the like of them. For example: the

Jews will enter through one gate while the Christians enter through another gate; the

pagans enter through their own particular gate-way whereas the dissidents have

their own gate; so on and so forth. The gateway of the seventh floor belongs to the

hypocrites and those who were unjust unto the Ahl-ul-Bayt of the Messenger

.(. (p.b.u.h

The hell is incidentally the dark prison of Allah in which all kinds of punishments for

chastising the evil doers are found, including: Fire, yoke, chains, vertical means of

,stabbing
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.lashes, ‘Hamim’ (boiling drink), Ghassaq (pus), Zaqqūm (bitter drink), and the like

May Allah keep us away from these means of torture and punishment, and let us

.enter His Garden of Eden, Paradise; Amen

****
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نَیقَِّتمُْلا رُادَ  مَْعِنَلوَ  رٌْیخَ  هِرَخِلاَا  رُادََلوَ  هٌنَسَحَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِذِهَ  یِف  اوُنسَحْأَ  نَیذَِّلِل  اًرْیخَ  اوُلاقَ  مْکُُّبرَ  لَزَنأَ  آذَامَ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذَِّلِل  لَیِقوَ  ﴾ 30﴿

And (when) those who keep from evil are asked: ‘What has your Lord sent down?’ . “ 30
They say: ‘Good!’ Goodness is for those who do ‘good’ in this world; and certainly the

. “ abode of the Hereafter is better, and excellent indeed is the abode of the pious

Commentary: verse 30

In the early days of Islam, those who had heard the names of the Qur’ān and the

Prophet, when they entered Mecca, they would ask various people they confronted

“What has your Lord descended?” In answer to them, the pagans would say: “The old

legends”, while the believers would answer them: “Good!”, meaning He has

’. descended whatever is the source of ‘good’ and ‘happiness

We have noted in the previous verses the remarks made by the pagans about the

Qur’ān. We shall focus our attention here on the beliefs of the faithful along with the

.consequences of their faith

At first, the Qur’ān implies that when the pious were asked as to what their Lord has

:descended, they would answer ‘The good and happiness.’ The verse says

And (when) those who keep from evil are asked: ‘What has your Lord sent down?’ . “ 30
!’ …” They say: ‘Good

What an explicit, beautiful and comprehensive sense it is! ‘The good’ and, in

particular, in its absolute concept of the word, the comprehensive meaning of which

encompasses all
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.the decent acts, happiness and successes, whether material or spiritual

To sum up, as in the case of the pagans through previous verses which have

explained their increasing punishment, spiritual, material, worldly and that of the

Hereafter, the concluding remarks made by the believers are as follow in the verse in
:question: where it says

; …” Goodness is for those who do ‘good’ in this world “… 

It is worth noting that the Qur’ānic term /hasanah/ is just like /xayr/ ‘the good’ which

encompasses all kinds of ‘decencies’ as well as the ‘blessings’, which are found in this

.world

Such are their worldly rewards. Moreover, it emphasizes the fact that: their abode in
Hereafter is even better than their worldly life. What a nice place it is the residence of

:those who are pious. The verse says

and certainly the abode of the Hereafter is better, and excellent indeed is the “… 
. “ abode of the pious

****
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نَیقَِّتمُْلا هَُّللا  يزِجْیَ  کَِلذَکَ  نَوءُآشَیَ  امَ  اهَیِف  مْهَُل  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  اهََنوُلخُدْیَ  نٍدْعَ  تُاَّنجَ  ﴾ 31﴿

Gardens of Eternity they shall enter, therein beneath (the trees of) which rivers . “ 31
.” flow, wherein they will have whatever they desire for. Thus Allah rewards the pious

Commentary: verse 31

The reward for abstinence from the forbidden pleasures of this world is the unending

.success in the Hereafter

In this noble verse, the residence of the pious, which was briefly alluded to before, is
being discussed, saying that the residence of the pious are the eternal gardens of

Paradise into which all enter, where flowing streams pass beneath its trees. The verse

:says

,Gardens of Eternity they shall enter, therein beneath (the trees of) which rivers flow “ 
…”

The issue in question is not merely the gardens and the trees, but for them there are

:all things which please them at their disposal. The verse continues

. …” wherein they will have whatever they desire for “… 

:In conclusion, it states at the end of the verse

.” Thus Allah rewards the pious “… 

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ مُتنکُ  امَِب  هََّنجَْلا  اوُلخُدْا  مُکُْیلَعَ  مٌلاَسَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  نَیِب  -ِ یّطَ هُکَِئلآَمْلا  مُهُاَّفوَتَتَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 32﴿

Those whom the angels cause to die (while from polytheism and sin) are clean, . “ 32
saying (to them): ‘Peace be upon you! Enter the Paradise because of what you used to

’.” do

Commentary: verse 32

The objective in using the Qur’ānic term /tayyibīn/, which was formerly used in the

previous verses with regard to the pagans and the disbelievers, concerns those who

have not already been of the polytheists and sinful ones, and it refers to those who

.are pious

The term /tayyib/ alludes to those who are clean from all kinds of dirt and pollution or

.‘impurity’ and are decorated with virtues and positive attributes

In the previous holy verses, we read as to how the angels of death usually take the

.life of the arrogant pagans while they are oppressors

Here, in this noble verse, we read as to how the angels would take the life of those

who are clean of everything and are clear of all oppressions, arrogance, and every

.kind of sin

In this verse, the angels, addressing them, say: “peace be upon you!” That kind of

‘peace’ which is uttered as a mark or a sign of respect, security, safety as a thorough

:peace of mind. The verse says

Those whom the angels cause to die (while from polytheism and sin) are clean, “ 
! …” saying (to them): ‘Peace be upon you
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:Then, afterwards, the angels will add

’.” Enter the Paradise because of what you used to do “… 

Here, the Arabic phrase /tatawaffāhum/, meaning that ‘they will receive their soul’,
signifies the fact that death does not mean ‘mortality’ and nothingness or the end of

every thing. On the contrary, it is only a transit or a passing stage which paves the

.way for climbing up the ladder and going up to another stage

:Traditions on the Qualifications of the Paradise and Hell

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “All blessings are perishable except the ones - 1
which belong to those who reside in Paradise, and all depressions are temporary

except the ones which belong to those who are the dwellers of Hell.” (Kanz-
(ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 14, p. 474

Ibn-Abbas (r.h.) says: those in Paradise will go through an hour during which time - 2
they witness the sun and the moon and ask: Did Allah not promise that we shall not

see the sun and the moon in our residence in Paradise? To which an oracle will

exclaim: Your Lord has promised you truly that you would no more see the sun and

the moon in Paradise. But, that light beam belongs to a man from among the followers

of Ali-Ibn-i-Abī-Tālib (a.s.) who is going from one compartment into another one, and

that which you have been exposed to has been (the rays of) the light out of his face.
((Bihār, vol. 8, p. 149

Abū-Sa‘īd says: “The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: A man from the dwellers of - 3
Paradise, of high-ranking position, comes upon those residing in Paradise and

illuminates the entire Paradise. It is as if his face brightens everywhere like a brilliant

(star. (Kanz-ul-Ummāl, vol. 14, p. 468
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The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily the dwellers of Paradise will witness - 4
those compartment-dwellers from above their head just like you observing the

morning star which has been left in the horizon to the east or to the west. (Kanz-ul-
(Ummāl, vol. 14, p. 475

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said: “There are certain (blessings) in the Paradise - 5
which neither any eyes have seen nor anyone’s ears have heard; nor has it been

.” revealed to any man’s heart

:Some Traditions on the Attributes of Hell

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The least torment for the people of Hell on - 6
the day of resurrection will be to make them put on a pair of shoes made of fire which

will cause their brains to boil because of the intensity of their heat.” (Mahhaja-tul-
(Bayzā’, vol. 8, p. 356

It has been narrated from Amīr-ul-Mu’mineen, Ali (a.s.) who said: “Be in owe of that - 7
kind of fire the heat of which is excessive, the depth of which is intensive, the

ornament of which is of iron, and the drinks of it consist of warm sewage made up of

(blood mixed with puss.” (Bihār, vol. 8, p. 206, from Nahj-ul-Balaqha

It has been quoted from Imam Sādiq, the sixth Imam (a.s.), in a tradition that the - 8
Hell has got seven gateways; through one of which our enemies and those who take

up arms against us and humiliate us will enter. This gateway is most definitely the

(largest and the most burning of all gateways. (Bihār, vol. 8, p. 285

It has also been quoted from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “Verily there exists a - 9
desert in the Hell for the arrogant which is named /saqar/. The excessive and intensive

heat of it will be the main cause of their complaint when they will ask Allah to allow it
to breathe, then He will allow it, so it will
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(breathe and put the Hell on fire.” (Mahajjat-ul-Baydā’, vol. 8, p. 361

Ayyāshī quoted from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who narrated from his father and his . ‘ 10
:grandfather who have quoted in turn from Amīr-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.) saying

At the time when ‘Zaqqūm’ (a tree in Hell out of which the hell-dwelling people feed“
themselves) and ‘Zarī‘’ (a substance in hell which is bitter, stinking and burning) boils

up in their stomach in Hell, those people will ask for a drink, then they will be provided

with the drink of ‘Ghassāq and Sadīd’, which are in turn made up of sewage secretions

mixed with abscess secretion and blood. They will thus be made to drink the dirty

liquid consistently, which would not quench their thirst. They aspire towards death,
though they will not die so as to be made to receive terrible punishment the fullest.
The Qur’ān says: “He will drink it little by little which he can hardly swallow agreeably,
and death will come to him from every side, while he will not be about to die, and

(there will be a severe chastisement before him.”(1

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) asked the people: “Shall I not tell you about the - 11
people of Paradise?” They answered: “Of course, O’, Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.).” He

said: “The people of Paradise are the ones whom the people in this world have

regarded as weak ones and humiliated them. Were they to swear to Allah to anything,
Allah would thereon take them into account.” Then he said: “Shall I not tell you about

?’ the people of Hell

They said: “Yes”. He said: “They are the hostile, stupid, nonsensical, vociferous,
(uncharitable wealthy people, (who are) tyrants.” (Sahīh-i-Muslim, vol. 4, p. 2190
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مْهُسـَفُنأَ اوُناکَ  نکَِلوَ  هَُّللا  مُهُمَلَظَ  امَوَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  لَعَفَ  کَِلذَکَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ رُْمأَ  یَِتأْیَ  وْأَ  هُکَِئلآمَْلا  مُهُیَِتأْتَ  نأَ  َّلآإِ  نَورُظُنیَ  لْهَ  ﴾ 33﴿

نَومُِلظْیَ

Do they expect aught but the angels (of death) come to them, or the decree of . “ 33
your Lord comes (to pass)? Thus did those before them. And Allah was not unjust to

.” them, but they were unjust to themselves

Commentary: verse 33

Were the warnings provided by the prophets not to awaken the people, the lashes of

chastisement would surely do that job. However, to what effect will it be? The

descending of punishment after the delivering of an ultimatum, and sending prophets

with Books, not only is not unjust but also is identical with the realization of justice in
.particular following the assigning of the prophets on their mission

Once again, analyzing the attitudes and procedures of the pagans and oppressors,
the Qur’ān takes up the issue with a threatening vocabulary, and implies: What kind of

expectations do they have? Do they expect to receive any other things except that

the death angels call upon them, while the ‘gates’ leading to repentance close up to

their faces, their records be rolled up, and there remain no bridges for their return?

:The verse says

, …” Do they expect aught but the angels (of death) come to them “ 

Or else, do they keep waiting for Allah’s command to be issued as to their

?chastisement and then they seek repentance

Nonetheless, their repentance is untimely belated at that time and hence ineffective.
:The verse continues saying
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(? …” or the decree of your Lord comes (to pass “… 

Then, the Qur’ān implies that those who undertake such acts are not confined to this

:group only. Contrarily, those who preceded them acted in just the same way. It says

. …” Thus did those before them “… 

It is not Allah Who did them injustice; however, it is they who did that to themselves,
:for they reap what they have sowed. The verse says

.” And Allah was not unjust to them, but they were unjust to themselves “… 

****
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نَوءُزِهْتَسْیَ هِِب  اوُناکَ  اَّم  مهِِب  قَاحَوَ  اوُلمِعَ  امَ  تُاَئ  -ِ یّسَ مْهَُباصَاَفَ  ﴾ 34﴿

So the evil (consequences) of what they did afflicted them and that which they . “ 34
.” used to ridicule encompassed them

Commentary: verse 34

The Qur’ānic term /sayyi’ah/ signifies petty and minor sins as compared to the capital

sins, like what Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse 31 says: “If you avoid the great sins which

you are forbidden, We remit from you your small sins …” Therefore, whatever of

chastisement is afflicted on man in this world is only the retribution of part of what has

been due to him for his evil actions and the principal punishment will be saved for the

.Day of Resurrection

The Qur’ānic phrase /hāqa bihim/ is in the sense of /halla bihim/ which in fact signifies:
’. ‘whatever they mocked and ridiculed were reflected and returned upon themselves

In this noble verse, the Qur’ān deals once again with the consequences of their

performances, stating: The viciousness of their evil performances was returned to

:them. The Qur’ān says

 …” So the evil (consequences) of what they did afflicted them “ 

And the promises and pledges of the Divine chastisement were afflicted on them

which were already the subject and the main issues of their mockery and ridicule. The

:verse continues saying

.” and that which they used to ridicule encompassed them “… 
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The above verse once again emphasizes the fact that it is man’s own deeds, acts and

performances which will entangle him, getting him involved both in this world and in
the next and they will be reflected in various forms and shapes, and which will serve

.him as a source of trouble, harm, and torture, and not any other thing

****
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Section 5:Every People Had the Guidance through an Apostle from Allah

Point

Every people had the guidance through an apostle from Allah – The wrong belief that

.the dead will not be raised – Anything, Allah wills, takes existence

نَیذَِّلا لَعَفَ  کَِلذَکَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هِِنودُ  نِم  انَْمَّرحَ  لاَوَ  اَنؤُآَباءَ  لآوَ  نُحَْن  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هِِنودُ  نِم  اَندْبَعَ  امَ  هَُّللا  ءَآشَ  وَْل  اوکُرَشْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 35﴿

نُیِبمُْلا غُلاَبَْلا  َّلاإِ  لِسُُّرلا  یلَعَ  لْهَفَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم 

And those who associate (other gods with Allah) say: ‘If Allah had willed, we would . “ 35
not have worshipped aught besides Him, neither we nor our fathers, nor would we

have prohibited anything without (command from) Him.’ Thus did those before them.
?” Is aught for the Messengers, but to deliver the manifest message

Commentary: verse 35

The issue of determinism and fatalism is one of the unsound justifications of the

polytheists who claimed that Allah has predetermined us to worship other than Him.
Had He determined otherwise we would not have been pagans. This issue has been

discussed in verse 148 of Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6 and verse 2 of Sura Az-Zukhruf, No. 43,
:also quoted from the pagans. The verse says

And those who associate (other gods with Allah) say: ‘If Allah had willed, we would “ 
not have worshipped aught
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besides Him, neither we nor our fathers, nor would we have prohibited anything

without

.’ …” command from) Him)

Question: Does it not reflect Allah’s condescending and consent to and with the

?matter, as He does not obstruct people from deviation

Answer: Definitely not, for Allah has simultaneously made adequate means for the

guidance of the people. He has sent prophets and Books. Therefore, He has not

decided that any one should deviate. At the same time, He has not compelled any one

.to embrace the faith, for compulsory faith is of no use

However, what is more dangerous than paganism and disbelief is the justification

provided for it and its ascription to Allah. It is like the case with the deviants who tend

to provide justification not only for their deeds but they also seek to justify those

wrong acts of their ancestors as well as their collaborators. Such a mode of behavior,
that is, providing justification, is the task incumbent upon all those who have been

:deviants throughout history. The verse continues saying

Thus did those before them. Is aught for the Messengers, but to deliver the “… 
?” manifest message

****
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اورُیسـِفَ هَُللاََّضلا  هِْیلَعَ  تَّْقحَ  نْمَ  مهُْنِموَ  هَُّللا  يدَهَ  نَّْم  مهُْنمِفَ  تَوغُاَّطلا  اوُبِنتَجْاوَ  هََّللا  اودُُـبعْا  نِأَ  لاًوسُرَ  هٍَّمُا    ِ لّکُ یِف  انَْثعََب  دْقـََلوَ  ﴾ 36﴿

نَیِب  ِ ذّکَمُْلا هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  اورُظُنافَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف 

And verily We have appointed a messenger in every nation (to say): ‘Serve Allah . “ 36
and shun false gods.’ Then, of them were some whom Allah guided, and there were

others against whom error was due. Hence, travel in the earth, then see what was the

.” end of the rejecters

Commentary: verse 36

The Arabic term /’ummah/ is a derivative of the word /’umm/ which signifies

something which takes up something else on itself. Every group of people who has got

/. something in common and are unified in a sense is called, /’ummah

The Arabic term /tāqūt/ (dictator or despot) is employed when someone wants to

exaggerate or overstress the act of ‘unruliness’. In the Holy Qur’ān, the Satan, the

oppressors, the tyrants and the idols, who are unruly and disobedient in face of Allah’s
commandments, are called /tāqūt/. This word has got no plural form; it is used both as

singular, like: “… whoever rejects false deity (tāghūt) …”,(1) which is used as singular,
and like: “… their guardians are false deities (tāghūt)…”(2) which is used in plural

.meaning

:Allah has provided means of guidance for all the people. The above verse says

And verily We have appointed a messenger in every nation (to say): ‘Serve Allah and “ 
.’ …” shun false gods
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Nevertheless, some groups accept the fact of the matter and will be guided aright,
while others deny or reject it and, therefore, are misled. Thus, it is He Who guides us

:though it is us who are misled. The verse continues saying

Then, of them were some whom Allah guided, and there were others against “… 
. …” whom error was due

An interesting example of this case might be the example of the earth which rotates

around the sun during the rotation of which part of it faces the sun and is being

enlightened while the other part of it, which is in behind, is darkened. Hence, one can

say that every light beam which the earth possesses comes from the sun while every

.dark spot it has is of its own position

Anyway, Allah does not ascribe misguidance to Himself, unless man personally paves

.the grounds for it

In conclusion, at the end of the holy verse, He issues this general command for

awakening of those who are misled and for the reinforcement of those who are

already guided, where He implies that you may travel through the earth and examine

the remains and relics of your predecessors which are on the surface of the earth or

are buried under the earth and note for yourselves the ultimate destiny of those who

:have rejected Allah and their eventual fate. The verse says

.” Hence, travel in the earth, then see what was the end of the rejecters “… 

This meaning serves as a clear evidence for man’s free will, for in case that the

guidance and being misled were compulsory matters, there would certainly be no

reasons for His commendation of traveling through the earth and the examination of

.the circumstances of the predecessors which would all be in vain
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نَیرِصِاَّن مهَُل مِّ-ن  امَوَ  ُّلضُِی  نمَ  يدِهْیَ  هََّللا لاَ  َّنإِفَ  مْهُادَهُ  یلَعَ  صْرِحْتَ  نإِ  ﴾ 37﴿

O’ Prophet!) Even if you desire for their guidance, yet verily Allah does not guide . “ ) 37
.” those whom He leads astray, nor shall they have any helpers

Commentary: verse 37

In pursuance of the previous verse which ascertained that the deviation of a certain

group is an irrevocable and an unequivocal matter owing to their paganism and

rejection, this verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), implies that he should not

sympathize with them for his sympathy is ineffective as Allah has sealed their hearts

because of their deviation and they would be no more having the capacity to be

:guided. The verse says

O’ Prophet!) Even if you desire for their guidance, yet verily Allah does not guide “ )
.” those whom He leads astray, nor shall they have any helpers

Sometimes, there is difficulty in people’s eligibility for guidance which must not be

attributed to the preacher. The Divine prophet is immaculate and he shows no weak-
points while he has best quality ethics and is compassionate as well, yet some people

.do not approve

Certainly, man sometimes reaches a point where he neither will be eligible to be

guided in this world; nor will he have the capacity of being interceded and assisted in
.the next world

****

p: 415

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5054 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَومُلَْعیَ سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  اًقّحَ  هِْیلَعَ  اًدعْوَ  یلََب  تُومُیَ  نمَ  هَُّللا  ثُعَْبیَ  مْهِِنامَْیأَ لاَ  دَهْجَ  هَِّللاِب  اومُسَْقأَوَ  ﴾ 38﴿

And they swore by Allah with their most earnest oaths (that) Allah will not raise up . “ 38
him who dies. Yea! It (raising the dead) is a promise binding on Him in truth, but most

.” people do not know

Commentary: verse 38

It is quoted that a Muslim man, who was indebted to by a pagan, went to him to claim

his due. The pagan acted evasively which made the Muslim man infuriated and made

this oath in his speech: “I swear to whatever I expect after death” He meant the

resurrection and Allah’s account, to which the pagan replied: “I swear to God that He

will raise no one from the dead.” Upon this, the verse was revealed which embodied

.an answer to him and to the ones like him

Allah, the Almighty, deals with another type of their deviation and ill ways of thinking,
indicating that they swear to the Lord vehemently, exaggerating with utmost

insistence that He does not raise any one from the dead, and meaning that generally

:no one will be enlivened and revived after death. The holy verse says

And they swore by Allah with their most earnest oaths (that) Allah will not raise up “ 
. …” him who dies

Here, Allah, rejecting their speech, implies that: of course, Allah will revive them and

will reappoint them. This is the unequivocal promise which Allah has given them, and it
is incumbent on Him to fulfill all His promises because of His wisdom, for His promise is

truthful and is irrevocable, as were
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there no Resurrection Day to be held, duties of men would be meaningless. In other

words, once duties are correctly in place that there are punishment and rewards

.designated for one’s actions

However, most people do not draw proper conclusions from this fact because of their

paganism and rejection of the prophets. Some claim that those who do not follow the

.philosophy of the resurrection and rebirth of the dead, therefore they reject

:Two Points

One of the capital sins is swearing for false causes especially when the issue in . 1
question begins with the terms: /wallah/, /billah/ and /tallah/, which are the three terms

.for swearing

According to the quotations which have been mentioned in the books of Roudah- . 2
Kāfī, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, and Tafsīr-i-Burhān from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) and Hadrat-i-
Imam Bāqir (a.s.), it has been quoted that one of the examples of this verse is

‘regression’ or ‘return’ during the course of which, in this world, Allah enlivens some

groups during the era of the revolution or uprising of Imam-i-Zamān (a.s.) though the

.opponents of Shi‘ites refute that

****
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نَیِبذِاکَ اوُناکَ  مْهَُّنأَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  مَلَْعیَِلوَ  هِیِف  نَوفُِلتَخْیَ  يذَِّلا  مُهَُل  ِ-نَ  یّبَُیِل ﴾ 39﴿

They will be raised up) so that He may make clear to them that which they . “ ) 39
differed about, and that those who disbelieved might know that they (themselves)

.” were liars

Commentary: verse 39

The pagans were hesitant and disagreed on such issues as monotheism, legitimacy

and authenticity of the prophets’ mission, resurrection day, and the accountability of

one’s deeds. This holy verse proclaims that all these issues will be clarified for them in
the resurrection day and they will discover as to what untrue and unacceptable

?beliefs they were holding in the world. But to what effect will it be

It is for this reason that Allah raises them from the dead so as to enable them to see

for them what they rejected and disagreed on, for the doomsday makes them acquire

.positively decisive knowledge

Another point is that the pagans become aware that they were lairs in this world and

their claim as to the fact that Allah will not make the dead rise up after death was

:utter nonsense and groundless. The verse says

They will be raised up) so that He may make clear to them that which they differed “ )
.” about, and that those who disbelieved might know that they (themselves) were liars

****
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نُوکُیَفَ نکُ  هَُل  لَوقَُّن  نأَ  هُاَندْرَأَ  آذَإِ  ءٍیْشَِل  انَُلوْقَ  امََّنإِ  ﴾ 40﴿

.” Verily, only Our word for a thing, when We intend it, is that We say: ‘Be!’, and it is . “ 40

Commentary: verse 40

Allah has remarked in this verse “Verily, only Our word” and in verse 82 of Sura Yāsīn

No. 36, He has stated: “Verily only His command” while we find in verse 59 of ’Āl-
i-‘Imrān, No. 3, concerning the creation of Hadrat-i-‘Īssā, He says: “… He said to him

‘Be’ and he ‘was’.”, all of which lead us to the conclusion that His command and His

.speech are identical with His Will

The Qur’ānic word /kun/ signifies ‘be’ which is used for promoting our understanding

of the proximity in our frame of mind. Otherwise, Allah does not require that either. As

man can imagine anything in his own mind whenever he intends to, which he can do

without him needing anything. He can create everything. To excuse the similitude

expressed here, Allah can also create everything though His creation is real and it is
.done only if He so wills

Therefore, He takes up the issue in this verse that if they consider the return of man

to life impossible, they must know that Allah’s power is above everything else.
Whenever He intends something to exist, He only says ‘Be it’, following which it will

:immediately exist. The verse says

.” Verily, only Our word for a thing, when We intend it, is that We say: ‘Be!’, and it is “ 

Despite this all-embracing power which Allah possesses in creation every thing by

intending it, how could one still be
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skeptical as to the Allah’s power in matters regarding resurrection of the dead after

?their death

The expression of /kun/ (Be) which is the imperative form of ‘to be’ is also due to the

scarcity of the words and their lack of capacity for better expression, in which case

there is no need even for uttering such a word either. His Will is more than adequate

.for the actualization of everything

Therefore, how can one doubt as to the issue of resurrection despite the fact that

.Allah’s Will is utterly sufficient to bring everything into existence

****
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Section 6:To seek guidance from the people of the Qur’ān

Point

The reward for those who migrate for the cause of Allah and those who practise

patience and rely upon Allah – Should any one seek to have the knowledge of the

Qur’ān he should have the guidance from the people of the Qur’ān

نَومُلَْعیَ اوُناکَ  وَْل  رُبَکْأَ  هِرَخِلاَا  رُجْلاَوَ  هًنَسَحَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  مهَُّنَئوِّبَُنَل  اومُِلظُ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِم  هَِّللا  یِف  اورُجَاهَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ﴾ 41﴿

And those who migrated in Allah’s cause after they had been oppressed, . “ 41
undoubtedly We will give them a good abode in this world, and certainly the reward in

(;” the Hereafter is much greater, if they know (this

:Occasion of Revelation

As for the occasion of the revelation of this verse and the following one, it is quoted

that some groups of Muslims like ‘Bilāl’, ‘‘Ammār’, ‘Sahīb’ and ‘Khabāb’ fell under

great pressure in Mecca after they embraced Islam, and after the migration of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), they went to Medina for the strengthening of Islam and for

propagating their religion to others. Among them Sahīb, who was an elderly man,
proposed to the pagans of Mecca to confiscate all of his property in exchange for

.allowing him to go to Medina, to which they agreed

The above verse was revealed which reiterated the victory for him and for the ones

.like him in this world and the next
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Commentary: verse 41

:The Reward of the Emigrants

In pursuance of the previous verses, which dealt with those who rejected the

resurrection as well as the obstinate pagans, this verse deals with the true Emigrants,
.so as to make the situation of the two groups clear as compared to each other

At first, He proclaims that those who went on exodus after being oppressed for the

sake of Allah undoubtedly will be given a decent abode in this world, for they gave up

everything they had with utmost sincerity for the propagation of Islam. The verse

:says

And those who migrated in Allah’s cause after they had been oppressed, “ 
, …” undoubtedly We will give them a good abode in this world

This reward is given to them for this world; and if they know, they shall have greater

:rewards for the world to come. The verse continues saying

(;” and certainly the reward in the Hereafter is much greater, if they know (this “… 

At the end, migration, perseverance and trust are the codes of conduct for victory

over the enemies, and one must rely on his own resistance, trust, and faith whenever

confronting the oppressors and he should not rely on the powers and forces of

external foreign sources. Hence, those who give up their belongings and homeland

and go on exodus while preserving their own lives for the propagation of religion, will

.benefit most

****
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نَوُلَّکوَتَیَ مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ یلَعَوَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 42﴿

.” Those who endured patiently and on their Lord did they rely . “ 42

Commentary: verse 42

The Qur’ān describes these true, steadfast emigrants who are truly faithful with

:perseverance by two attributes in this noble verse, saying

.” Those who endured patiently and on their Lord did they rely “ 

:Some Traditions

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Patience is of two categories: Patience upon calamities, . 1
which is good and beautiful; and the best of the two is the patience in avoiding of the

(prohibitions.” (Usūl-i-Kāfī, vol. 3, p. 148

The Prophet said: “Patience is the best mount. Allah has not provided any servant . 2
with sustenance better and wider than patience.” (Musakkin-ul-Fu’ād, pp. 47, 48 and

(50

(Ali (a.s.) said: “Patience is the best repeller of affliction.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam . 3

Also, Ali (a.s.) said: “O’ people! Be patient, because he who has not patience has not . 4
(religion.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam

The Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “He who loves to be the most virtuous of the people, . 5
(then he must rely on Allah.” (Mishkāt-ul-’Anwār, p. 50

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The best of the servants with Allah is the one . 6
(who mostly relies on Him and obeys Him.” (Majmū‘ah Warrām, vol. 3, p. 288

Imām Ridā (a.s.) was asked about the limit of reliance. He said: “It is that you do not . 7
.” fear any one other than Allah
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نَومُلَْعتَ مُتنکُ لاَ  نإِ  رِکْ   ِ ذّلا لَهْأَ  اوُلأَسْفَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  یحِوُن  لاًاجَرِ  َّلاإِ  کَِلْبقَ  نِم  انَْلسَرْأَ  آمَوَ  ﴾ 43﴿

And We did not send before you except men unto whom We revealed; So ask the . “ 43
,” people of ‘Thikr’ (the Qur’ān) if you do not know

Commentary: verse 43

At this time, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the Qur’ān asserts that Allah did not

send anyone before him except those individuals from mankind whose hearts were

illuminated with the light of Divine revelation. That is, they were just like him in divine

messengership benefiting from revelation and in the capacity of being His own

.envoys

This matter was raised in answer to the pagans of Mecca who rejected the prophetic

mission of man. Allah points out that the prophet must be of the people’s own equals

so that they can see him and talk to him and, finally, understand his words. Therefore,
in such a case, it is not appropriate that instead of a man, an angel be appointed as a

:messenger to carry out the prophetic mission. The verse says

And We did not send before you except men unto whom We revealed; So ask the “ 
,” people of ‘Thikr’ (the Qur’ān) if you do not know

In other words, He recounts in this verse: We did not send before you, O’ Mohammad

(p.b.u.h.), anyone to any nation but the cases confirmed and equipped with Our

revelation, to which your people raise objections as to why it is that their prophet is
not an angel who is from among the human kind. Declare that they seek the truth out

-by referring to the Ahl-uth
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Thikr, the knowledgeable people and the scientists of each nation, if they are unable

.to put questions concerning issues to all prophets who belong to the human kind

According to Ibn Abbas, the object of ‘Ahl-uth-Thikr’ are the Christian and Jewish

scholars in this context; that is: were they doubtful as to the truth of the matter, they

would better refer to the people of Turat, and the nation of the Bible for the

clarification of the issues. These words are addressed to the pagans, for the news

which the Jews and the Christians provided them with, out of their Books, were

acceptable to them while rejecting the words of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), owing to their

intensive hostility. Some, however, claim that ‘Ahl-uth-Thikr’ signifies the ‘followers of

’. the Qur’ān,’ because /thikr/ means ‘the Qur’ān

Jābir-Ibn-i-Yazīd and Muhammad Ibn-i-Muslim, quoting Imam-Mohammad-i-Bāqir

((a.s.) state that he has proclaimed: “We are ‘Ahl-uth-Thikr’.” (Tafsīr-i-Burhān

To sum up, this noble verse deals with a general universal principle which is

acceptable by human reason, and it is referring of whatever one is not knowledgeable

about to the experts in that field. That is, for whatever you do not know, you may ask

the knowledgeable ones. Certainly, the best example in religious issues is the Ahl-ul-
Bayt of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who can provide the point of reference. There are

numerous quotations as to the validity of this point in the Shi‘ite as well as the Sunni

literature which have been dealt with extensively in the third volume of Mulhaqat-
.i-’Ihqāq-ul-Haqq p.p. 482, onwards

Tabarī, Ibn-i-Kathīr, and ’Āllūsī have also pointed out that ‘Ahl-uth-Thikr’ is the same

and identical with ‘Ahl-ul-Bayt’ in their commentaries beneath this verse. We also

have it that Hāfiz Muhammad Ibn-i-Mu’min-i-Shīrāzī has mentioned the
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’. same matter in ‘Mustakhraj’ when discussing the ‘position’ of the ‘Ahl-ul-Bayt

Again, in vol. 23 of Bihār, pages 172 onwards, there have been quoted about 60
quotations concerning this issue, through some of which the Immaculate Imams have

confirmed that: “Swearing by Allah, it is we who are the ‘Ahl-uth-Thikr’, the

(.” responsible, (to whom the people must put their questions

Therefore, one must turn to the specialists in the Qur’ānic sciences, namely, the Ahl-
ul-Bayt for ones inquiry regarding his religious and ideological questions, who are

experts in the field of the Qur’ānic knowledge and not at random turn to whoever has

.got a superficial knowledge of Islam

****
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نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مْهَُّلعََلوَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  ِ لَ  زُّن امَ  سِاَّنلِل  ِ-نَ  یّبَُتِل رَکْ   ِ ذّلا کَْیَلإِ  آنَْلزَنأَوَ  رُِبُّزلاوَ  تِاَن  -ِ یّبَْلاِب ﴾ 44﴿

We sent the prophets before you) with clear proofs (miracles) and (celestial) . “ ) 44
Books and We sent down to you the ‘Thikr’ (the Reminder, Qur’ān) that you may

.” make clear to mankind what has been sent down to them, that they may reflect

Commentary: verse 44

The Arabic term /bayyināt/ signifies clear evidences of the prophetic mission and

miracles; and the word /zubur/ is the plural form of /zabūr/ which means ‘Celestial

Book’. The verse probably refers to two kinds of revelation, one of which is the

Qur’ān, which belongs to all the people. The other one is aimed at the interpretation

and explanation of the Qur’ān, and which is particular and exclusive to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). It signifies that We sent you the ‘Thikr’, so as you explain the interpretation

.and commentary of the Qur’ān which has been descended for the people

Therefore, the prophets have had both miracles and Divine Book, so that the people

:do not get mixed up between right and wrong. The verse says

We sent the prophets before you) with clear proofs (miracles) and (celestial) Books “ )
…”

Therefore, Allah implies in the Qur’ān that: If you are unaware, ask those who are

.knowledgeable about the clear evidences and the Books of the previous prophets

It is in this way that the question of specialization has been recognized as having a

.sound basis in the Holy Qur’ān
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Furthermore, it has been the only way of acceptance or rejection in all fields, on the

basis of which, all Muslims are required to have access to knowledgeable and learned

.people in all fields who are honest at all times and places for their reference

Turning to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) later, He declares that We thus revealed to you this

‘Thikr’ (the Qur’ān) so that you explain to them what is descended to the people, so

that they meditate upon these verses and on their duties which are incumbent upon

:them. The verse says

and We sent down to you the ‘Thikr’ (the Reminder, Qur’ān) that you may make “… 
.” clear to mankind what has been sent down to them, that they may reflect

In fact, your call and your mission are not in principle a novelty or an unprecedented

matter. It is just in the same manner which We revealed the Books to the previous

prophets so as to make the people acquainted with their duties towards Allah, their

own selves, and the other people. Just in the same way We also revealed this Qur’ān

to you so that you engage in the explanation of its didactic lessons, thus awakening

.mankind to meditate

Therefore, it is the duty of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to explain the Qur’ān and it is the duty

of the people to accept those explanations on the basis of their sound thinking, for the

Qur’ān is ‘Thikr’, ‘reminder’ and, at the same time, it is a way of mentioning and calling

man’s attention, while distancing him from the core of negligence, oblivion and

.erroneous behavior

****
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نَورُعُشْیَ ثُْیحَ لاَ  نِْم  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُیَِتأْیَ  وْأَ  ضَرْلاَا  مُهِِب  هَُّللا  فَسِخْیَ  نأَ  تِاَئ  -ِ یَّّسلا اورُکَمَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِماَفَأَ  ﴾ 45﴿

نَیزِجِْعمُِب مهُ  امَفَ  مْهِِبُّلقَتَ  یِف  مْهُذَخُأْیَ  وْأَ  ﴾ 46﴿

مٌیحَِّر فٌوءُرََل  مْکَُّبرَ  َّنإِف  فٍُّوخَتَ  یلَعَ  مْهُذَخُأْیَ  وْأَ  ﴾ 47﴿

Do then those who devise evil (plots) feel secure (of this) that Allah will not cause . “ 45
the earth to swallow them up, or that the wrath will not come upon them from whence

?” they do not perceive

Or that He may not seize them during their movement, so that they shall not . “ 46
(.” frustrate (Allah’s wrath

Or that He will not seize them in the state of fear, for verily your Lord is certainly . “ 47
.” Compassionate, Merciful

Commentary: verses 45-47

Allah, the Almighty, in these noble verses, has mentioned four kinds of punishment for

:the conspirators against the religion

.” Punishment on the earth: “Allah will cause the earth to swallow them up . 1

”Celestial punishment: “The wrath will come upon them . 2

.” Sudden punishment: “He may seize them during their movement . 3

.” Spiritual punishment: “He will seize them in the state of fear . 4

He, the Mighty, has pointed out the above punishments so as to make the

conspirators against religion aware that
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.certainly their tricks become null and void when confronted the Divine power

:Different Kinds of Punishment for Various Sins

The Qur’ān deals with the demonstrative materials and emotional questions,
intermingling them in such a way that they make the utmost impact on the audience.
The previous verses dealt with a logical discussion regarding the issues of the

prophetic mission and resurrection in connection with the pagans. In here, it concerns

itself with the threatening of the oppressors and the tyrants as well as the obstinate

.sinners, and rather scares them with the different types of the Divine punishments

At first, it raises the question whether those conspirators who tried to put out the light

of the truth with their evil plans feel safe and secure from Allah’s making the earth

:swallow them. The verse says

Do then those who devise evil (plots) feel secure (of this) that Allah will not cause the “ 
, …” earth to swallow them up

Is it a remote possibility that a terrible earthquake strikes the earth, splitting the crust

of the earth, opening it up and swallowing them all with all their belongings, as was

?the case repeatedly with the previous nations

Then, it adds: Or when they are in a negligent mood, the Divine punishment overtakes

:them from whence they never perceive? The verse continues saying

?” or that the wrath will not come upon them from whence they do not perceive “… 

Or, as they struggle for accumulating more wealth and increasing more income, the

Divine punishment strikes them

hard, while they are unable to escape the consequences of their punishment? The

:verse says
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Or that He may not seize them during their movement, so that they shall not “ 
(.” frustrate (Allah’s wrath

Or else, the Divine punishment does not strike them all of a sudden; it strikes them on

:a gradual basis and along with consecutive warnings. The verse says

Or that He will not seize them in the state of fear, for verily your Lord is certainly “ 
.” compassionate and Merciful

****
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نَورُخِادَ مْهُوَ  هَِّلِل  اًدَّجسُ  لِِئآمََّشلاوَ  نِیِم  - یَْلا نِعَ  هُُللاَظِ  اؤَُّیفَتَیَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِم  هَُّللا  قَلَخَ  امَ  یَلإِ  اوْرَیَ  مَل  وَأَ  ﴾ 48﴿

Have they not seen all things that Allah has created the shadows of which spread . “ 48
?” from right and left, prostrating (before Allah) while they are humble

Commentary: verse 48

The Arabic term /fī‘/ refers to the shadow in the afternoon which is reversing; while

the term /zill/ refers to any kinds of shadow. The Qur’ānic word /dāxir/ signifies

‘humble’, and it is most probable that the aim in stating ‘the right side’ and ‘the north

side’; in the verse it refers to the two sides of the day, namely, morning and evening.
Perhaps, because shadow spreads on the earth, the expression of prostration is

applied for it, though from the point of creation, all beings are prostrating and humble

.before Allah

At any rate, the Qur’ān implies in this verse whether those pagans who reject the

Oneness of Allah and refute His blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) do not observe the trees,
mountains, shadow-casting objects and buildings which are the created things of

Allah and cast their shadows to their right and sometimes to their left-side? For, at

dawn, if man stands facing the ‘qiblah’ his shadow will be cast in front of him, after

dawn, it falls to his right side and, in the late noon, his shadow will be reflected behind

him, while at sunset, it falls on his left side. This is the meaning of the shadows turning

to one’s right and to the one’s left side. This interpretation belongs to Kalbī who

remarks that when the Qur’ān states that shadows prostrate before Allah, it means

that shadows are in obeisance and obey the rules of
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Allah and their turnings and rotations are not achieved in accordance to their own will.
This verse is like verse 15, Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13 which says: “And whoever is in the skies

and on the earth prostrates willingly or unwillingly, and (so do) their shadows in the

mornings and the evenings.” So the Qur’ānic phrase /wa hum dāxirūn/ signifies that

:they are mean and humiliated. The verse says

Have they not seen all things that Allah has created the shadows of which spread “ 
?” from right and left, prostrating (before Allah) while they are humble

Thus, Allah wants to make us understand that all beings, living and inanimate, are

humble before Him because of their needs for their Omnipotent and Wise Creator.
That is: because if He tends to be slow in affairs, all ‘frames and modes of behavior’
will collapse and perish. Therefore, all beings, just like mankind, are prostrating and

.humble before Him

****

p: 433

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5072 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَورُِبکْتَسْیَ مْهُوَ لاَ  هُکَِئلآَمَْلاوَ  هٍَّبآدَ  نِم  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  امَوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  دُجُسْیَ  هَِّلِلوَ  ﴾ 49﴿

And whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth, whether (moving) . “ 49
.” creatures and angels, prostrate before Allah (only) and they do not pride

Commentary: verse 49

The Arabic term /dābbah/ refers to that living being which moves from a place to

another place. This word is used in the cases of ‘man’, ‘animals’ and ‘jinns’. However,
’. it is not used for ‘angels

The aim in stating the prostration of all beings, earthly or celestial, is either their

genetic humbleness before the laws of existence, or it might be a prostration

emanating from their consciousness and understanding, in which case, the latter

.interpretation is apparently intended, though it is beyond our understanding

In other words, all beings which are in the skies and all those which are on the earth,
prostrate before Allah. The intention in stating /min dābbah/ (whatever moves) is

.those earthly beings which move or come and go on the surface of the earth

The angels also prostrate before the magnanimity of Allah and worship Him. The

Qur’ān mentions the angels apart from other beings so as to glorify their position.
Another point to be considered is that the word /dābbah/ is applied to those beings

which move and which come and go. However, we must keep in mind that the angels

:have got wings and can fly as well. The verse says
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And whatever is in the skies and whatever is in the earth, whether (moving) “ 
.” creatures and angels, prostrate before Allah (only) and they do not pride

The Qur’ānic sentence /wa hum lā yastakbirūn/ signifies that the angels do never

abstain from the worshipping of Allah and they never show an arrogant attitude. This

sentence qualifies the angels, for it is the angels who do not show the least arrogance

.in humbleness and prostration before Allah

****
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نَورُمَؤُْی امَ  نَوُلعَْفیَوَ  مْهِِقوْفَ  مهَُّبرَ مِّ-ن  نَوُفاخَیَ  ﴾ 50﴿

They fear their Lord (supreme) from above them, and they do what they are . “ 50
.” commanded

Commentary: verse 50

The angels are utterly subservient towards Allah. Our fear of Allah is because of the

sins which we have committed. However, the fear of the angels of Allah has its roots

in the magnitude and splendor of Allah. It is for this reason that the Qur’ān says in this

:verse

They fear their Lord (supreme) from above them, and they do what they are “ 
.” commanded

The reason why the Qur’ānic phrase /min fauqihim/ ‘from above them’ has been used

:is for two aspects

One side to this issue is that they fear the punishment of Allah, which, in such cases, . 1
.is mostly inflicted from above one’s head

Allah is qualified as being superior and being above everything else in power and . 2
perfection, and He all-encompasses in Guardianship and in ‘Omnipotence’ over all

celestial and earthly possible beings. Therefore, the above-mentioned interpretation

.is suitable

One can, therefore, conclude from this holy verse that there are two signs for the

negation of oppression: Fear when confronting responsibilities, and the execution of

Allah’s commandments without any questioning. Therefore, if all beings, like angels,
are humble and God-fearing, and prostrate before Allah, why should we human

?beings not prostrate before Him and go on oppressing others

****
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Section 7:Polytheism Prohibited

Point

Unity of Allah – Everything in the heavens and in the earth is Allah’s – Man to refer and

serve only Allah and none else – Assigning daughters to Allah – Hatred against female

.issues condemned

نِوُبهَرْافَ يَاَّیإِفَ  دٌحِاوَ  هٌَلإِ  وَهُ  امََّنإِ  نِْینَْثا  نِْیهََلإِ  اوذُخَِّتتَ  هَُّللا لاَ  لَاقَوَ  ﴾ 51﴿

And Allah has said: ‘Do not take two gods. Verily, He is only One God; hence, fear . “ 51
(.” Me (and Me alone

Commentary: verse 51

The objective in declaring here that you must not designate for yourselves two gods

is not the fact that you must and you are allowed to designate three gods. On the

other hand, firstly, the total and the least negation imply the utmost negation in it as

well. Secondly, the objective of this verse, perhaps is the ideas of those pagans who

used to say: We have got One God Who is the Creator, and one who is administrator,
(and we must direct our worshipping towards the later one. (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān

As for the query of the pagans who raised this issue in some previous verses that: if
Allah so wanted, we would not become pagans, this verse states that Allah has

dissuaded you from paganism, hence, how can He have intended you to become

pagans? Therefore, Allah has ordained you not to designate two gods for yourselves.
:The verse says
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; …” And Allah has said: ‘Do not take two gods. Verily, He is only One God “ 

The unity in the system of creation and the unity governing its laws and procedures

are themselves clues as to the unity of Allah. Such being the case, He declares: Fear

My punishment only and fear opposition to My commandments and nothing else. The

:verse continues saying

(.” hence, fear Me (and Me alone “… 

The fact that the Qur’ānic word /’iyyāya/, which proceeds, is the proof for its

confinements and limitations, which implies only and solely fear opposition to Me and

My punishment. Another example of this form is “You (alone) do we worship and of

(you (only) do we seek help.”(1

The great commentator, the Late Tabarsī quotes a delicate sentence from some

philosophers under this verse, saying: “Allah has commanded you not to worship two

gods, but you fabricated so many gods for yourself. Your unruly self is one idol, your

whims and passions are regarded as other idols, and the world and your material

objectives are your other idols. You even prostrate before other human beings; so

?!” how can you be a monotheist

****
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نَوقَُّتتَ هَِّللا  رَْیغَفَأَ  اًبصِاوَ  نُی   ِ دّلا هَُلوَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامَّسلا  یِف  امَ  هَُلوَ  ﴾ 52﴿

Unto Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth, and to Him should . “ 52
?” obedience be (rendered) constantly. Then are you in awe of other than Allah

Commentary: verse 52

The Qur’ānic term /dīn/ mentioned in this verse denotes ‘worshipping’ and ‘servitude’
which are the requirements of the embracing of Faith and of the school of Truth. The

Arabic word /wāsib/ signifies ‘constantly’ and ‘intensively’, as verse 9 of Sura As-
.” Sāffāt, No. 37 says: “… and for them is a perpetual chastisement

In sharp contrast to those superstitious ideas by which they used to suppose god for

every type of beings, Allah is only One for whatever is found in the Heavens and on

.the earth

So, religious framework for laws and religious legislations are the sole rights of the

:One Who possesses the entire process of genesis and creation. The verse says

Unto Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth, and to Him should “ 
. …” obedience be (rendered) constantly

Towards the end of this verse, the Qur’ān declares that despite the fact that all laws,
religion, and obedience belongs to Allah, do you still fear other than Allah and abstain

:from other than Him? The verse continues saying

?” Then are you in awe of other than Allah “… 

Can the idols do any harm against you or bestow on you any blessings the opposition

?of which scares you and you consider their worship as a requirement
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نَورُأَجْتَ هِْیَلإِفَ  ُّرُّضلا  مُکَُّسمَ  اذَإِ  َّمُث  هَِّللا  نَمِفَ  هٍمَعْ  مکُِب مِّ-ن نِّ- امَوَ  ﴾ 53﴿

نَوکُرِشُْی مْهِ  -ِ بّرَِب مکُن  قٌیرِفَ مِّ- اذَإِ  مْکُنعَ  َّرُّضلا  فَشَکَ  اذَإِ  َّمُث  ﴾ 54﴿

And whatever of favour is (bestowed) on you, it is from Allah; then whenever any . “ 53
(. calamity afflicts upon you, unto Him you cry (for assistance

Then when He remove the affliction from you, behold! A group of you associate . “ 54
.” others with their Lord

Commentary: verses 53-54

The Arabic term /durr/ refers to that kind of anxiety which results from the absence of

’. blessings, and the Qur’ānic term /taj’arūn/ signifies ‘crying’ and ‘appealing

The content of this verse has also been repeated in some other verses of the Qur’ān

as is the case in verse 67 of Sura ’Isrā’ which proclaims: “And when affliction touches

you in the sea, away will go those on whom you call except Him; but as He delivers

.” you to the land, you turn away (from Him), and man is very ungrateful

However, once He embarks you safely, you will turn away from Him and you start

:betraying His favours and blessings. The verse says

And whatever of favour is (bestowed) on you, it is from Allah; then whenever any “ 
(. calamity afflicts upon you, unto Him you cry (for assistance

Certainly, hearing your call for help, Allah answers your call and solves your

difficulties. Afterwards, as He removed your troubles and saved you from your losses,
some of you
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:designate associates and counterparts for Him and turn to the idols. The verse says

Then when He remove the affliction from you, behold! A group of you associate “ 
.” others with their Lord

In fact, the Holy Qur’ān alludes to this minute point that monotheism, as an inherent

trait, is embedded in everybody’s nature, but in normal circumstances, it is obscured

by one’s negligence, arrogance ignorance, fanaticism and superstition. Anyway, do

not regard Allah’s blessings as the consequences of your own struggle, education and

your own administrative ability or as a result of your luck or chances. By contrast,
regard whatever of blessings given to you, even the most insignificant ones in your

.eyes, as what Allah has given you

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remarks: “He who regards the blessings of Allah as only

food and clothing, has failed both in performing his duties, and he has approached

(Allah’s punishment.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, Vol. 3

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ فَوْسَفَ  اوعَُّتمَتَفَ  مْهُانَْیتَاءَ  آمَِب  اورُفُکْیَِل  ﴾ 55﴿

So that they may show ingratitude for whatever (of blessings and removing . “ 55
.” hardships) We have given them; then enjoy yourselves for soon will you know

Commentary: verse 55

A glance at previous verses up to this moment depicts the manner of the Divine

!invitation and the Divine provision for education

He is the sole and only Allah: “… verily He is only One God; …”(1) “Unto Him belongs

whatever is in the heavens and the earth, …”(2) He possesses everything: “Unto Him

belongs whatever is.” It is He Who provides all with instruction: “To Him should

obedience be …”.(3) He is benevolent, providing all with blessings: “And whatever of

favour is (bestowed) on you, it is from Allah; …”(4) He answers all calls: “… then

(whenever any calamity afflicts upon you, unto Him you cry for assistance.”(5

?Do you yet seek other people’s assistance

The end-result of paganism leads to blasphemy, and disregarding of His blessings

.brings the Divine chastisement

Therefore, there, after naming the above logical reasoning and making the facts

transparent, He implies with a threatening tone: Let them spare the blessings which

,We have given them

and let them enjoy worldly materials temporarily; they will soon find out the

.conclusive results of their performance
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نَورُتَْفتَ مُْتنکُ  اَّمعَ  َّنُلأَسُْتَل  هَِّللاتَ  مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِم  اًبیصَِن  نَومُلَْعیَ  امَِل لاَ  نَوُلعَجْیَوَ  ﴾ 56﴿

And they assign a share out of that which We have provided them with, for what . “ 56
they do not know. By Allah, you will certainly be questioned for that which you used to

.” forge

Commentary:56

Following the former well-justified discussions concerning the rejection of paganism

and worshipping of the idols, the Qur’ān points to the three parts of the innovations

and evil habits of the pagans, implying that they appropriate a certain portion of what

Allah has allocated to them for the idols which provide no advantages or losses for

:them. The verse says

And they assign a share out of that which We have provided them with, for what “ 
. …” they do not know

This share consisted of a number of camels and other four-footed animals and part of

it comprised of agricultural products which have been alluded to in the Sura Al-An‘ām,
verse 136. they were regarded by the pagans as the proper share of the idols and

.which were dispensed within their path

Then, later, the Qur’ān, swearing to Allah, announces that in the Court of Justice of

the Resurrection Day, they all will be interrogated about in connection with these lies,
:slanders, and accusations or perjuries. The verse says

.” By Allah, you will certainly be questioned for that which you used to forge “… 

Therefore, their vicious and evil acts contains both the losses which they incur in this

world, for parts of their capitals are perished in this way, and the punishment which

.they will meet in the Hereafter
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نَوهُتَشْیَ اَّم  مهَُلوَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  تِانَبَْلا  هَِّلِل  نَوُلعَجْیَوَ  ﴾ 57﴿

And they ascribe daughters to Allah, glory be to Him; and for themselves (they . “ 57
.” ascribe sons) what they desire

Commentary: verse 57

The second evil innovation of the pagans which they entertained in their imagination

was the assigning of daughters to Allah. He is clear of everything and of having

.children, and Allah is pure of all material things

:However, they ascribe for themselves whatever they desire. The verse says

And they ascribe daughters to Allah, glory be to Him; and for themselves (they “ 
.” ascribe sons) what they desire

That is, they were never ready to ascribe those daughters whom they ascribed to God

for themselves, too. In principle, having daughters was regarded as a kind of scandal,
.and a shame in their culture

****
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مٌیظِکَ وَهُوَ  اًدّوَسُْم  هُهُجْوَ  َّلظَ  یثَنلاُاِب  مهُدُحَأَ  ِ-رَ  شُّب اذَإِو  ﴾ 58﴿

And when one of them is given the news of having a daughter his face becomes . “ 58
.” black while he is wroth inwardly

Commentary: verse 58

This verse refers to the third hideous evil habit of the pagans for the sake of

complementing the above discussion. It implies that when one of them is informed of

the good tidings of having been provided a daughter by Allah, he will be so infuriated

with anger that his face changes altogether and becomes blackened while being full

:of wrath. The noble verse says

And when one of them is given the news of having a daughter his face becomes “ 
.” black while he is wroth inwardly

****

p: 445

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5085 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نٍوهُ یلَعَ  هُکُسِمُْیأَ  هِِب  ِ-رَ  شُّب امَ  ءِوسُ  نِم  مِوْقَْلا  نَِم  يرَاوَتَیَ  ﴾ 59﴿

نَومُکُحْیَ امَ  ءَآسَ  لاَأَ  بِارَُّتلا  یِف  هُُّسدُیَ  مْأَ 

He hides him from the people for the evil of the news which has been given to . “ 59
him, (asking himself): shall he keep her with disgrace or bury her (alive) in the dust?

!” Beware! (How) evil is what they judge

Commentary: verse 59

It is true that the birth of a child is considered as a good tiding, but superstitions

regard such good tidings as disgrace and humiliation. This noble verse declares that

all does not end to this and he, in order to save himself from such scandal which, to his

incorrect belief, has overtaken him, he escapes from his people, going into hiding for

:this evil announcement made to him. The verse says

,He hides him from the people for the evil of the news which has been given to him “ 
…”

He goes on immersed in this thought constantly as to whether he should take upon

himself the scandal of this disgrace by keeping the daughter or bury her alive under

:the earth. The verse says

? …” asking himself): shall he! keep her with disgrace or bury her (alive) in the dust “… )

Condemning this tyrannical and inhumane verdict in an evermore-explicit manner,
the Holy Qur’ān declares as to what a bad and an evil judgment they pass on such

:matters. The verse continues saying

!” Beware! (How) evil is what they judge “… 
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Certainly, they do pass a bad judgment on the matter, for they used to bury alive girls

while they had the right to stay alive just in the same way as the boys had, and

.perhaps a girl might have been better than a boy

Ibn-i-Abbās has quoted as saying that if Allah wanted to consider the wishes of those

people in the process of creation, no girls would be born, because no one desired to

have a daughter; and if all children were born as sons, the human generation would

.be exterminated

:The Role of Islam in the Revival of the Position of Women

The humiliation and the damaging of the personality of women were not confined to

the Ignorant Arabs of that time, women had an insignificant position among some

other nations, too, any perhaps even among the most civilized nations of that time

.and, usually, a woman was regarded as a commodity and not as a human being

However, the Arabs of the Age of Ignorance did their utmost in denouncing and in

.humiliating women in some more heinous and terrible forms

Nevertheless, since the dawn of Islam, this superstition was fought out hard in all its

dimensions. The Prophet of Islam himself (p.b.u.h.) showed such a high esteem for his

daughter, Fatimah Zahrā (a.s.), the Islamic Lady (a.s.), that the people wondered. He

used to kiss her hands despite his high position, and he would visit her immediately

.upon the return from his trips, and the first person to visit was his daughter, Fatimah

In a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) we read that he says: “What a nice child a

person’s daughter is! She is affectionate and of great help; she is one’s companion

!” and she is clean while cleaning at the same time
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In fact, such respect shown towards the personality of women has served as a cause

for their liberation in the society and has put an end to the era of servitude and

.slavery of women

However, it is most unfortunate that in some Islamic societies, there are still those

forms of ‘ignorant’ thought prevalent, and there are still a good number of families

.who rejoice in having sons born to them and are disturbed by having daughters

Even in the case of the Western Societies which imagine that they have high regards

for the personality of women, we notice in practice that women are so greatly

humiliated and are treated as puppets or as a means for extinguishing the fire of

passion of men and / or as an instrument for the dissemination of information with

.regard to a certain merchandise

****
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مُیکِحَْلا رُیزِعَْلا  وَهُوَ  یلَعْلاَا  لُثَمَْلا  هَِّلِلوَ  ءِوَّْسلا  لُثَمَ  هِرَخِلاَاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلِل لاَ  ﴾ 60﴿

For those who do not believe in the hereafter, is an evil attribute, and Allah’s is the . “ 60
.” sublime attributes, and He is the Mighty, the Wise

Commentary: verse 60

Those who do not believe in the Hereafter and consider Allah as having children

possess an evil and nasty attribute, which consist of shamefulness and being

.sorrowful. But, there are outstanding qualities for Allah such as domination and might

Some commentators suggest that this means that they are having defective traits,
like: ignorance, blasphemy, being misled, contingency, weakness, powerlessness,
needing sons and murdering of daughters; and there are certain qualifications of

Lordship for Allah (s.w.t.) such as: having no need for companionship, spouse, children,
.and having the attributes of Lordship, authenticity and monotheistic nature

,” Question: In this holy verse, He declares: “… Allah’s is the sublime attributes

Elsewhere He says: “… do not coin any similitude for Allah”.(1) How are contradictions

?among them made possible

Answer: The aim in declaring /’amθāl/ is using ‘similes’. That is, do not exemplify Allah

for something else; and the purpose of /maθal-ul-’a‘lā/ is the qualification of /’a‘lā/
‘the highest’ or the ‘most elevated’ and which signifies being
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essential in essence and not accidental; being Eternal, All-powerful, Omniscient, Alive,
.Unique etc

Some commentators claim that the objective of /maθal-ul-’a‘lā/ is examples which are

used correctly; and the objective of the latter phrase is ‘those examples which are

:incorrectly employed.’ The verse says

For those who do not believe in the hereafter, is an evil attribute, and Allah’s is the “ 
, …” sublime attributes

And, the last sentence of the verse means that Omnipotent Allah is He out of Whose

domain, nothing exists, and He is the Wise One Who places everything in its proper

:place according to His Wisdom. The verse says

.” and He is the Mighty, the Wise “…

One can infer from this verse that one must not attribute low traits to Allah, for He has

criticized of the pagans who attributed to Him what they did not like for themselves.
Once man abhors being attributed an evil thing, how is it that he seeks to attribute

?that hideous thing or the like of it to Allah

****
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Section 8: Qur’ān, the Guidance and the Mercy

Point

The end of every one comes neither later nor earlier but at its appointed time –

Apostles were also sent before but they were disbelieved – The Qur’ān revealed as a
.Guidance and Mercy unto mankind

هًعَاسَ نَورُخِأْتَسْیَلاَ  مْهُُلجَأَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِفَ  یمّسَُم  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  مْهُرُ  -ِ خّؤَُی نکَِلوَ  هٍَّبآدَ  نِم  اهَْیلَعَ  كَرَتَ  امَ  مهِمِْلظُِب  سَاَّنلا  هَُّللا  ذُخِاؤَُی  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 61﴿

نَوُمدِْقتَسْیَ لاَوَ 

And if Allah were to take people to task for their inequity, He would not leave on it . “ 61
(the earth) a single moving being, but He respites them until an appointed time; so,

(.” when their term comes, they can not delay (it) an hour nor (yet) can they advance (it

Commentary: verse 61

The general rule of Allah is the postponement of the punishment, but it sometimes

happens that He teaches the oppressors a lesson so as to provide instruction for

others such as whatever happened to the nation of Lot, Noah, and Thamūd. This

respite provided by Allah is for the sake of repentance and compensation for one’s
.sins and is based on His favour. Hence, do not become arrogant because of it

Anyway, after discussing about the terrible crimes of the Arab pagans through

previous verses in connection with the evil innovations they committed and the crime

of burying alive
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of their own daughters, some may raise this question as to why

is it that Allah does not immediately punish the culprit subjects with all these

?oppressions, and abhor-able crimes

This very verse in question seeks to provide an answer to this question implying: If

Allah were to punish people for the oppressive offences which they commit, no

:moving object will survive throughout the earth. The verse says

And if Allah were to take people to task for their inequity, He would not leave on it “ 
(the earth) a single

, …” moving being

The Arabic term /dābbah/ refers to whatever moving and living animal there is. It may,
here, allude to ‘human beings’ metaphorically by procuring the symmetrical

dimensions to it which in this case is /‘alā zulmihim/ (for their inequity). That is, were

Allah to question human beings with regard to their tyranny, there would remain no

.mankind throughout the earth

This possibility also exists that by this, all moving objects is meant, for, we know that

such beings are generally created for the sake of human beings, as the Qur’ān says:
“It is He Who has created for you all that is in the earth.” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2,

(verse 29

Once mankind is perished altogether, the rationale for the existence of other living

objects on the earth will also be nonexistent, and their entire generation will be

.exterminated

This question may be raised in here that if we look closely at the generalization and at

the comprehensiveness of the significance of the verse, the result will be that no one

exists on the earth except those who are oppressors and everybody has had his

share of committing cruelties. So if the punishment is to be administered rapidly, no

one will be excluded. Nevertheless, we know that not only the prophets and the

Imams who are immaculate and thus not subjected to such
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punishments, for this rule does not apply to them, but also there are certain devout

people and people of true faith whose good deeds surely excel as compared to their

petty sins, thus they do certainly not fall into this category of fitting for the

.extermination as a way of being punished

The answer to this question lies in the fact that the verse provides a typical verdict

which is not to be regarded as a universal or general verdict. The proof for such an

exception is provided in verse 32 of Sura Fātir, No. 35 which declares: “Then We gave

the Book for an inheritance to those whom We chose from among Our servants; but

of them is he who makes his soul to suffer a loss, and of them is he who takes a

middle course, and of them is he who is foremost in deeds of goodness by Allah’s
.” permission; this is the great excellence

According to this verse, the people are divided into 3 groups: The oppressive group,
the moderate group, who have committed light sins, and the group who are counted

good people; that is, those who are categorized as pioneers of whatever is good and

acceptable. Certainly, out of these three groups only the first one is subject to the rule

expressed in the verse under discussion and neither the second nor the third ones can

be categorized and included. And, since the first group usually constitutes the majority

of the people of the societies, making mention of such a generalization is not

.surprising at all

Then the Qur’ān makes mention of this point that Allah provides all oppressors with a
respite for a certain amount of time until their nominal death (certain limited time),
thus delaying their death time. However, as their death approaches, no advancing nor

delaying for the least time will occur. By contrast, their death will take place at that

exact date which
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:will neither come in advance nor in retardation. The verse says

but He respites them until an appointed time; so, when their term comes, they can “… 
(.” not delay (it) an hour nor (yet) can they advance (it

As for the significance of the phrase: /’ajalin musammā/ (an appointed time), the

commentators have expressed various ideas. However, with regard to other verses

of the Qur’ān, including verse 2 of the Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6 and verse 34 of Sura

Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7 it seems that the purpose is to be the arrival of death itself. That is,
Allah respites people until the end of their lifetime in order to complete the argument,
so that haply the oppressors try to reform themselves, reconstructing their life

.experiences, and thus returning to Allah, the truth and justice

When this respite expires, the order as to their death will be issued, and just from that

.very moment their punishments and retributions start

****
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نَوطُرَْفُم مهَُّنأَوَ  رَاَّنلا  مُهَُل  َّنأَ  مَرَجَ  ینَسْحُْلا لاَ  مُهَُل  َّنأَ  بَذِکَْلا  مُهُُتنَسِْلأَ  فُصِتَوَ  نَوهُرَکْیَ  امَ  هَِّلِل  نَوُلعَجْیَوَ  ﴾ 62﴿

And they assign unto Allah what they (themselves) dislike and their tongues . “ 62
assert the falsehood that the better (portion) will be theirs. Inevitably the Fire is theirs

(.” and they will be the foremost (to it

Commentary: verse 62

The Qur’ān condemns once again the ugly innovations and superstitions which the

Ignorant Arabs entertained concerning the hatred towards their daughters with a

novel expression. It also condemns their belief saying that the angels are daughters

:of Allah. The verse says

And they assign unto Allah what they “ 

 …” themselves) dislike)

This is an astonishing contradiction. If the angels are daughters of Allah, then it

becomes obvious that girls are ‘good things’, why then are you unhappy for having

daughters born to your own families? In case it is a bad thing to have daughters, then

?why do you consider it for Allah

Nevertheless, they falsely claim that the ultimate good result and good reward

belongs to them. How can they expect such a reward and with what good

performance? Do they expect it by burying alive their innocent daughters who are

defenseless, or by perjury with regard to the holy presence of Allah? By which deeds

:do they expect it? The verse says

and their tongues assert the falsehood that the better (portion) will be theirs. “… 
(.” Inevitably the Fire is theirs and they will be the foremost (to it
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مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  مَوْیَْلا  مُهُُّیِلوَ  وَهُفَ  مْهَُلامَعْأَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  مُهَُل  نََّیزَفَ  کَِلْبقَ  مٍمَُا مِّ-ن  یَلإِ  آنَْلسَرْأَ  دْقََل  هَِّللاتَ  ﴾ 63﴿

By Allah, We verily sent (messengers) unto the nations before you, but the Satan . “ 63
made their (abominable) acts fair-seeming to them. Then he (the Satan) is their

.” guardian today, and they will have a painful punishment

Commentary: verse 63

The objective of this holy verse is to console the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as not to

be worried for the sake of the people’s remaining heedless and being negligent, since

all prophets used to confront such individuals. In view of the fact that those people

who may raise this question after listening to the stories of the pre-Islamic Arabs how

one can be so cruel as to bury alive his own daughter and how can such a thing be

practical, the Qur’ān apparently seems to be providing an answer to the question,
:saying

By Allah, We verily sent (messengers) unto the nations before you, but the Satan “ 
. …” made their (abominable) acts fair-seeming to them

Certainly, the Satan is so advert in his own whimsical acts that he makes the worst

and the most abominable acts as nice that even one imagines such acts as a source of

pride for himself, just in the same way that the ‘pre-Islamic Arab’ was proud of

burying alive his own daughter(s) and praised that as protecting his chastity and

saving the prestige of his own tribe. He would proudly say: “ I buried my daughter with

.” my own hands so as not to let the enemy capture her in a battle later
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While the most shameful behavior is made possible under the guise of the most

favored masks owing to the Satan’s temptations, the rest of the matter is clearly

evident. We nowadays witness such seemingly good-looking acts in many cases of

theft, robberies, and crimes which are provided with proper justifications and under

.enticing pretexts

Then the Qur’ān adds that the present-day pagans follow the same deviant programs

of the previous nations to whom the Satan presented their acts as nice, and the

present-day Satan is their guardian, and they are being inspired by him. The verse

:says

, …” Then he (the Satan) is their guardian today “… 

.It is for this very reason that the painful Divine punishment is awaiting them

.” and they will have a painful punishment “… 

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  هًمَحْرَوَ  يدًهُوَ  هِیِف  اوفُلَتَخْا  يذَِّلا  مُهَُل  ِ-نَ  یّبَُتِل َّلاإِ  بَاتَکِْلا  کَْیلَعَ  انَْلزَنأَ  آمَوَ  ﴾ 64﴿

And We have not sent down unto you the Book (the Qur’ān), except that you may . “ 64
make clear to them that about which they differ; and (as) a guidance and a mercy for

.” a people who believe

Commentary: verse 64

This verse explains the objective of the prophetic mission of the messengers of Allah,
so as to clarify that if nations and tribes put aside their passions and whims and

personal tastes, and take recourse to the prophets, there will not be any of such

superstitions, disagreements, and contradictory acts left. He says to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) that We have not revealed to you the Qur’ān except that you make

transparent to them the issues about which they disagree. And this Book is a source

:of guidance and mercy for those who embrace the Faith. The verse says

And We have not sent down unto you the Book (the Qur’ān), except that you may “ 
make clear to them that about which they differ; and (as) a guidance and a mercy for

.” a people who believe

And it also polishes all Satanical temptations from their heart as well as the enticing

layers of one’s despotic soul. It also derives away the mischievous curtains from

mixing up the facts and, at the same time, reveals and exposes the superstitions and

crimes which are covered under the enticing guise. It removes all disagreements

which have their roots in the passions and low desires and puts an end to all cruelties

.and oppressions. It sheds the light of guidance and mercy all over
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نَوعُمَسْیَ مٍوْقَِل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  آهَِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  ضَرْلاَا  هِِب  ایَحْاَفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمَّسلا  نَِم  لَزَْنأَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 65﴿

And Allah has sent down water from the sky, and therewith given life to the earth . “ 65
after its death. Verily, in that is a sign for a people who listen (to the words of truth

(.” whole-heartedly

Commentary: verse 65

The previous verse dealt with the revelation of the ‘Book’, which serves as a source of

enlivening of the hearts. In the current verse, the process of descending of rain is

being discussed which provides life for the earth. Therefore, He returns once again to

the issue of the explanation of the various blessings and the favors which serve both

as an emphasis concerning the issue of monotheism and cognition of Allah, and

alludes to the issue of resurrection in that passing. Moreover, by stressing these

graces, He incites the sense of gratitude of the servants, thus enabling them to

:approach Allah more and more. At first, it says

And Allah has sent down water from the sky, and therewith given life to the earth “ 
. …” after its death

There are clear signs for those who lend their ears as to the magnanimity of Allah

while furnishing clues for all regarding His power and splendor. There are also

justifications provided for the coming of the resurrection day while exhibiting one of

the numerous blessings of Allah. Nevertheless, the sinful man has been so deafened

and become out of touch with realities that he can neither hear nor understand. The

:verse continues saying
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Verily, in that is a sign for a people who listen (to the words of truth whole- “… 
(.” heartedly

But as for those who do not hearken by their hearts, they are the ones who relate

these issues to nature, and we have proclaimed repeatedly that such people are

overtaken by blasphemy, paganism, dissidence, and sinfulness, and their rational

souls are not moralized and they are the examples of the people who: “do not

”. understand,” “do not see”, “do not listen”, and “do not know

As for those who have managed to elevate their souls by the light of faith and moral

values, the examples of the following hold true in their cases: to be said: “they

”. understand”, “they listen”, “they see”, and “they know

The first category is addressed as: “They are a cattle, rather they are more astray.
…”(1) For they had the power to discriminate the vices from the virtues though they

did not implement their sense of discrimination. They are those who took no notice of

Allah, the Resurrection Day, and the ultimate aim of their existence, forsaking them

.for the worldly, matters

The second category comprises of the examples of: Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 19
which signifies that only the sage and men of wisdom are considerate with regard to

.this

****
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Section 9: Guidance from the Bounties of Allah for Man

Point

The Guidance available for a seeker of knowledge – Allah shows through the Bounties

viz., the cattle, the fruits, etc. – Reference to the Bee which has been inspired to act

according to the Divine plan – Man created and reverted to the age of weakness and

.ignorance after once acquiring knowledge

نَیِبرِاَّشلِل اًغِئآسَ  اًصِلاخَ  اًنبََّل  مٍدَوَ  ثٍرْفَ  نِْیَب  نِم  هِِنوطُُب  یِف  اَّمِم  مکُیقِسُْن  هًرَْبعَِل  مِاعَْنلاَا  یِف  مْکَُل  َّنإِو  ﴾ 66﴿

And verily there is a lesson laid out for you in the cattle; We give you to drink of . “ 66
what is in their bellies from between the digested food and the blood, pure milk,

.” palatable for the drinkers

Commentary: verse 66

The Almighty does not only let down water from the clouds which is the source of life,
but He also extracts milk which is the source of life out of the insides of the animals as

well. The Arabic term /farθ/ means digested food within the stomach, and the term

/‘ibrat/ refers to that which enables one to pass through the stage of ignorance

.towards cognition

Although the Arabic term /’an‘ām/ is plural, yet the pronoun in the word /butūnihī/ is

singular. For, the purpose is every single one of the four-footed animals and not all of

.them

Milk is a complete food serving which functions both as water and food while having

.all nutritional values, thus meeting all bodily needs
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In quotations, we read that milk enhances one’s wisdom, purifies one’s mind,
enlightens one’s eyes, reinforces one’s heart, strengthens one’s back and diminishes

.one’s oblivion

The four-footed animals are not only the sources of provision for our needs, but also

they can serve us as a means for our spiritual development and the growth in our

faith. Can the Lord not bring out and reassemble man out of the earth in the

resurrection day, He Who extracts milk out of grass? The Almighty, Who provides us

with pure milk from between the digested food and blood of animals, will He not be

?able to differentiate good deeds from evil ones

The conversion of grass into milk requires a purification system, disinfecting process,
the elimination of detrimental substances, some sweetening processing unites,
heating systems, lubricating materials, coloration techniques, and installing of piping

systems within the bodies of animals. How then is it feasible that an oil engineer is

required for the refining of oil while refining of milk does not require a creator? The

:verse says

And verily there is a lesson laid out for you in “ 

; …” the cattle

Refined and purified human beings are the ones who go through different ups and

downs of the stages of life, political issues and ideologies as well as various friends

:and yet are not affected by them or by their motives. The verse continues saying

We give you to drink of what is in their bellies from between the digested food and “… 
, …” the blood

The prime condition for a drink to be agreeable to the taste, is its purification. It is

:certainly the case with drinkable waters. The verse says

.” pure milk, palatable for the drinkers “… 
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Being agreeable to the taste must be confirmed by all consumers, and not only human

beings. Therefore, we note that the verse has not mentioned ‘palatable for you’, but it
.” has remarked “palatable for the drinkers

In our civilized contemporary world, it is said and heard that some civilized countries

dispatch all those materials, the expiry date of which has been passed, to be

.consumed by displaced people i.e. the refugees etc

Consumption of milk by man reveals the fact that He Who has created the animal and

has provided milk within its bodily built-up, is the One Who has created us and Who

.has been aware of our needs

Hadrat-i-Ali (a.s.), addressing the collector of the religious dues, ‘Zakat’, in the 25th

letter of Nahj-ul-Balāqah, declares: When you are being sent for the collection of

‘Zakat’, you must observe certain principles, among which is leaving part of the milk of

the animal in its breast so as its offspring might not be left without a proper amount of

nourishment. Do not separate the animal from its offspring; let the tired animals relax

for a while along side the way, and finally, do not stop them from grazing and drinking

.water on the whole

Beating animals, milking cattle with long nails, exploitation and requiring over-working

.by animals, and every other kind of oppression towards animals is forbidden

We understand from the Qur’ān that Hadrat-i-Sulaymān was compassionate towards

animals in spite of all his glory and despite the fact that he had dominated all mankind

and the ‘Jinns’ (fairies), he used to touch their neck and feet with his blessed hands. It

(says: “… so he began to slash their legs and necks.” (Sura Suād, No. 38, verse 33

****
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نَوُلقِْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  اًنسَحَ  اًقزْرِوَ  اًرکَسَ  هُْنِم  نَوذُخَِّتتَ  بِانَعْلاَاوَ  لِیخَِّنلا  تِارَمََث  نِموَ  ﴾ 67﴿

And of the fruits of the palm and the vines, you get out therefrom (drinks of) . “ 67
intoxication and (also) goodly sustenance. Verily there is a sign in that for a people

.” who understand

Commentary: verse 67

The Arabic term /sukr/ signifies ‘losing one’s mind’ and the word /sakar/ refers to its

.origin

In the past two verses, the issues in question were water and milk both of which are

natural and direct drinks. This verse deals with those drinks which are obtained by

.extraction

Once Allah Himself is in action, there is always grace and blessings involved, namely,
rainwater and pure milk. But, once man is involved, one finds that at times, provisions

are good and at times the issue involved is intoxicating drinks which are the source of

.devastation and corruption

Therefore, following the discussion of the animals and their milk, this noble verse

refers to a part of the merits of plants, implying that Allah provided you with a kind of

blessed nutrition for you out of the fruits of palm-trees and vines which you

sometimes turn into detrimental forms and use it in the form of intoxicating

substances and liquids, and sometimes use it in their tidy and clean forms. There is an

:evident clue in it for those who ponder. The verse says

And of the fruits of the palm and the vines, you get out therefrom (drinks of) “ 
intoxication and (also) goodly sustenance. Verily there is a sign in that for a people

.” who understand
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نَوشُرِْعیَ اَّمِموَ  رِجََّشلا  نَِموَ  اًتوُیُب  لِابَجِْلا  نَِم  يذِخَِّتا  نِأَ  لِحَّْنلا  یَلإِ  کَُّبرَ  یحَوْأَوَ  ﴾ 68﴿

And your Lord revealed to the Bee (an instinctive revelation) to build cells in the . “ 68
.” mountains and in the trees and in what they (men) build

Commentary: verse 68

The Arabic term /wahy/ signifies allusion and rapid and secret transfer that besides

the Divine revelation to the prophets, includes both instincts, like this verse, and the

divine inspiration, like Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 7 which says: “And We revealed to

Moses’ mother, …” It also includes satanical temptations, as in the verse which says:
(“… and verily the Satans inspire unto their friends …”(1

The Qur’ānic tune alters amazingly in this verse. While continuing previous

discussions regarding the various Divine blessings and the statement of the secrets of

creation, the Qur’ān switches the discussion to ‘bees’ and later to the issue of ‘honey’
in the final analysis. However, it is named as /wahy/ (revelation) which implies a form

:of Divine mission and a form of ‘mysterious revelation’. At first, it says

And your Lord revealed to the Bee (an instinctive revelation) to build cells in the “ 
.” mountains and in the trees and in what they (men) build

The Qur’ānic term /wahy/ here denotes that same instinctive command and motives

and that unconscious

.revelation which Allah has created in different animals and living objects
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The first mission of the bees, in this verse, is concerned with building hives. The

reason for this is probably the fact that having a proper residence is the first condition

.for living, following which other activities are being made possible

Incidentally, according to Tafsīr-i-’Atyab-ul-Bayān, there are explicit allusions in the

Qur’ān as to the fact that all beings, including the inanimate objects, plants and

animals have got a certain understanding of His Divinity, the prophetic mission of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the mastership ‘Wilāyat’ of the immaculate and infallible Imams

such as: “The seven heavens and the earth and every being therein celebrate His

glory, …” (Sura ’Isrā’, No. 17, verse 44), and like the verse which says: “… O mountains

sing praises with him, and the birds, …” (Sura Sabā, No. 34, verse 10) and so on and so

forth. We have it in certain Islamic narrations that ‘Wilāyat’ of the Imams has been

.offered to the mountains, waters, trees, and animals

There is sequential news as to the fact that numerous animals have petitioned their

grievances with them. Therefore, it is not astounding that the ‘bees’ receive

.revelations and be commissioned for completing certain missions

Moreover, it is astonishing that the houses of the bees, that is: ‘beehives’, are built in
hexagonal form on top of each other without having any angels, which case has

astonished all architectural engineers despite being set upon lofty mountainous

regions and high-altitude trees, high places and roofs. Certainly, this struggle by bees

and the movement of animals for the selection of the houses, especially of bees, is

.based on their instinct embedded in their nature by Allah

Incidentally, the best kind of honey is the one that is made by bees in the mountains

that they feed on flowers therein and not those which are fed by artificial sugary

.substances
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یِف َّنإِ  سِاَّنلِل  ءٌآفَشـِ  هِیِف  هُُناوَْلأَ  فٌِلتَخُْم  بٌارَشـَ  اهَِنوطُُب  نِم  جُرُخْیَ  لاًَُلذُ  ِ-كِ  بّرَ لَُبسـُ  یکُِلسـْافَ  تِارَمَ  - َّثلا   ِ لّکـُ نِم  یِلکُ  َّمُث  ﴾ 69﴿

نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مٍوْقَِل  هًیَلاَ  کَِلذَ 

Then eat out of all the fruits, and pave the ways of your Lord sincerely. There . “ 69
comes forth out of their bellies a drink of varying colours, wherein is healing for men.

.” Verily in that is a sign for a people who reflect

Commentary: verse 69

There are two allusions made by Allah in this verse and in the previous verses to the

two sources of vital drinks which are provided by animals: one is milk and the other

one is honey. We have seen in the last two holy verses that man makes intoxicating

substances or liquids out of fruits, while bees make honey from plants which is healing

.substance

In the targeted significant and philosophical Divine system, negligence and idleness is
a shunned extremely. Therefore, wherever in the Qur’ān, there is reference made to

eating, there is also stated a responsibility alongside that, among which are the

:following

(eat of the good things and do righteousness.” (Sura Al-Mu’mineen, No. 23, verse 51 “…

(eat of them and feed the distressed one, the needy.” (Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 28 “… 

eat of the good things We have provided you with, and be grateful to Allah, …” “… 
((Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 172

(eat of its fruit … and do not act extravagantly, …” (Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 141 “… 
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In this verse, Allah commands the bees to eat, but that kind of eating which is coupled

with a goal and a responsibility. Men of Allah are like bees. They shun low lands and

select lofty high lands. They follow the Divine path in a humble manner by the help of

Divine knowledge. Such people utter what is based on wisdom and spiritual flavors.
:The verse says

Then eat out of all the fruits, and pave the ways of your Lord sincerely. There comes “ 
forth out of their bellies a drink of varying colours, wherein is healing for men. Verily in

.” that is a sign for a people who reflect

:Explanations

Animal behavior is all predetermined according to the Divine command, which is . 1
.instinctively performed by them

, …” Honey consists of the juice of all fruits. “Then eat out of all fruits . 2

Not only the selection of residence and the food of animals are guided by the Divine . 3
Will, but also all their acts are something pre-determined by Him. “… and pave the

, …” ways of your Lord

The movement of animals and their direction is done alongside the path which Allah . 4
.has set for them and it is a humble one

The miracle of creation: There is a honey-producing factory within the belly of such . 5
a small animal, the bee. “… there comes forth out of their bellies, a drink of varying

, …” colours

Natural honey is in different colours. (The colours white, yellow, red. Perhaps such . 6
.( differences in colours are based on the differences of colours in flowers
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There are various healing effects in honey by which many diseases may be cured. . 7
“… wherein is healing for men. …” It goes without saying that honey is not a cure for

all diseases. However, it has been mentioned in the form of indeterminate noun,
/. /šifā’un

House-building, mummification, and honey-producing alongside toxic-producing . 8
functions are being all done by such a small animal, like the bee. This reveals the sign

.of Allah’s Might and Power

All instructive lessons are only aimed and targeted for those who meditate, “… . 9
Verily in that is a sign for a people who reflect.” Otherwise, there are the bulk of

individuals who utilize honey throughout their lifetime but are not predisposed to

.allocate even several minutes to thinking about it

****
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رٌیدِقَ مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  اًئْیشَ  مٍْلعِ  دَْعَب  مَلَْعیَ  یکَِل لاَ  رِمُعُْلا  لِذَرْأَ  یَلإِ  ُّدرَُی  نمَ  مکُنِموَ  مْکُاَّفوَتَیَ  َّمُث  مْکُقَلَخَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 70﴿

And Allah has created you, then He will cause you to die, and some of you will be . “ 70
kept back unto lowest state of the age, so that after knowing somewhat, they may

.” know nothing. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Powerful

Commentary: verse 70

The Arabic term /’arŏal/ is derived from the word /raŏl/ which means, ‘mean’ and

without any value. The meanest part of one’s life is often that period during which

.weakness and forgetfulness will reach its peak

The oblivion of the period of senility belongs to the ordinary people, otherwise, men of

Allah, such as Hadrat-i-Noah (a.s.) and Hadrat-i-Mahdī (a.s.), who live long for carrying

.out their missions, will never be entangled with problems of weakness or negligence

Therefore, by all means, the verse follows the line for proving the existence of the

sole Allah, which is done by introducing changes in blessings, matters which are

beyond the limits of man’s power, and which exhibit the fact that they are determined

.from another origin

:At first, it says

And Allah has created you, then He will cause you “ 

, …” to die

Both issues are determined by Him: Life and death, so that you may know that it is not

you who determine your own life and death. Nor is your life span decided by you.
Some die while they are still young, while others die when reaching old
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age. However, some of you reach the worst and the utmost years of your life which is
.the extreme senility period

The end-result of such a long-lasting life is that, after acquiring the full command of all

learning, they would know nothing and all their knowledge would be last in oblivion.
:The verse says

and some of you will be kept back unto lowest state of the age, so that after “… 
. …” knowing somewhat, they may know nothing

It is just like the beginning of the life and the onset of childhood during which they

knew nothing and they were unaware and oblivious. Certainly, Allah is aware and has

:all potentialities. The verse continues saying

.” Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Powerful “… 

All power is His and He will bestow that power whenever He feels appropriate and He

.will take back whenever He feels fit

****
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Section 10:The Faithful and the Unfaithful ones Compared

Point

He who is faithful and obedient to his Master and he who is unfaithful to Him can

.never be equal

هِمَْعِنِبفَأَ ءٌآوَسَ  هِیِف  مْهُفَ  مْهُُنامَْیأَ  تْکَلَمَ  امـَ  یلَعَ  مْهِِقزْرِ  ِ ي  دّارَِب اوُل  -ِ ضُّف نَیذَِّلا  امـَفَ  قِزْ   ِ رّلا یِف  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْکُضـَْعَب  لََّضفَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 71﴿

نَودُحَجْیَ هَِّللا 

And Allah has made some of you excel others in the (means of) sustenance. So . “ 71
those who have been made to excel do not give their (means of) sustenance to those

whom their right hands possess, so that they may be equal therein. Do they then deny

?” Allah’s bounty

Commentary: verse 71

And Allah has made some of you excel in means of sustenance over others. This

blessing is allocated to man by Allah and through one’s own effort, either because of

his purity of soul, or for testing of others by him being made an example such as the

.cases of knowledge, health, and security

However, those who have been made to excel, (owing to their own narrow-
sightedness and narrow vision) are not predisposed to part with a portion of their

share for the sake of their subjects so as to enable them to be on equal footing with

:them. The verse says
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And Allah has made some of you excel others in the (means of) sustenance. So those “ 
who have been made to

excel do not give their (means of) sustenance to those whom their right hands

. …” possess, so that they may be equal therein

One may conclude that Muslims must not feel privileged or at an advantage when

.facing those who are in an inferior position with respect to them in their families

Such differences in the amount of incomes have their origin in the abilities and talents

of individuals which in turn are also from Allah’s gifts. In certain cases, they may be

.acquired in some aspects, though in other cases they are definitely not acquired

Therefore, even in a healthy sound environment from the economics point of view,
one finds widespread gaps in incomes, which is undeniable. At any rate and despite all

.this, what lays the main foundations of one’s successes is one’s own struggle

People’s differences in their means of sustenance is one of the Divine wise programs,
for if all people were to enjoy equal benefits, their spiritual peaks of perfection would

not be demonstrated. For instance, generosity, perseverance, self-sacrifice,
protection, compassion, modesty and the like usually exhibit their significance

.whenever there are some differences among men

Certainly, justice does not prevail only when Allah sets up all on an equal footing from

the point of view of their abilities and conditions, for if all were to enjoy an equal

amount of blessings, the issues of employment and cooperation, which are required

.for social life, would lose sense

Nevertheless, individual differences in talents, abilities and incomes should not result

.in misuse of the potentialities with regard to the social strata
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:It is for this reason that He proclaims at the end of the verse that

?” Do they then deny Allah’s bounty “… 

Here, He makes an allusion to the fact that such differences in their original natural

forms (and not in their artificial and oppressive sense) are also among Allah’s
blessings which have been brought forth to protect the human society and for the

.development of their different potentialities

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی لِطِابَْلاِبفَأَ  تِاَب  -ِ یَّّطلا مکُقَزَرَوَ مِّ-نَ  هًدَفـَحَوَ  نَیِنَب  مکُجِاوَزْأَ  مکَُل مِّ-نْ  لَعَجَوَ  اًجاوَزْأَ  مْکُسـِفُنأَ  مکَُل مِّ-نْ  لَعـَجَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 72﴿

نَورُفُکْیَ مْهُ  هَِّللا  تِمَْعِنِبوَ 

And Allah has designated wives for you from among your own selves and has . “ 72
designated children and grandchildren for you from your wives and sustained you of

clean means. Do they (still) believe in the falsehood and they disbelieve in the bounty

?” of Allah

Commentary: verse 72

We read in Tafsīr-i-Tabarī that the Arabic term /hafadah/ refers to the son-in-law,
child, grandchild and even the companions and servants, as well as the children who

are born to the wife from a different husband. In Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān, it is cited that

/hafadah/ is the plural form of /hāfid/ and means ‘rapidity in action’ and as those near-
/. of-kin are quicker in assisting the parents, they are called /hafadah

Anyway, this verse, which like the above two verses, begins with the term ‘Allah’ and

discusses Allah’s blessings, makes allusions to the graces from the humanitarian point

of view, the aids, as well as to the social workers and clean means of sustenance. This

verse complements the three-fold circle of blessings which are mentioned in these

.three verses

That is, it begins with the life and death system, then it explains the ‘variety in life

style’ by referring to the differences in means of sustenance and their abilities. The

verse in question, which superintends the reproductive system of mankind, ends with

:clean means of sustenance. It says
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 …” And Allah has designated wives for you from among your own selves “ 

He has designated for you such wives who are the sources of both comfort for your

:soul and body, and the survival of generations. Therefore, He hastens to add

 …” and has designated children and grandchildren for you from your wives “… 

:Then the Qur’ān says

. …” and sustained you of clean means “… 

And at the end of the discussion, the Qur’ān declares this as a general conclusion: Do

they still call on the idols despite all the splendor and power which they observe and

despite all these graces which have been made available to them by Allah? Do they

embrace the wrong and believe in it, and neglect the blessings of Allah? The verse

:says

?” Do they (still) believe in the falsehood and they disbelieve in the bounty of Allah “… 

What a judgment is it? And what a wrong and an untrue schedule this consists of that

man has forgotten about the source of all blessings and has taken to those beings

which lack even the least of all effects and which serve as an example of all the

.‘untruth’ in all its dimensions

:Explanations

One’s spouse and children are all among the Divine blessings. One’s spouse is the . 1
.source of comfort and one’s children are the sources of hope

Matching between husband and wife is one of the favors of Allah and of the Divine . 2
wisdom, and marriage is a deliberate Divine program for man. “And Allah has

 …” designated wives for you from your own selves
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.Allah makes provisions for both one’s spiritual needs and one’s material needs . 3

Separation of oneself from matrimonial links, preventing oneself from having . 4
children and abstaining oneself from what is allowed by Allah are all the examples of

.adhering to wrong principles and are signs of ingratitude for Allah’s blessings

To fornicate or to commit adultery despite having wives and having allowed means . 5
.of sustenance, present cases of disregarding Allah’s favours

Tafsīr-i-Sāfī and Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi‘ indicate that the objective of ‘Allah’s favours’,
mentioned in the verse, is the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the Qur’ān, and Islam which

.the unbelievers used to reject

****
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نَوعُیطِتَسْیَ لاَوَ  اًئْیشَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  نَِم  اًقزْرِ  مْهَُل  کُِلمْیَ  امَ لاَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَودُُبْعیَوَ  ﴾ 73﴿

And they worship other than Allah that has no power to provide them, of . “ 73
.” sustenance, anything from the heavens and the earth and can do nothing

Commentary: verse 73

Following the previous discussions on monotheism, this verse deals with the issue of

paganism and, taking a stern and blaming tone, declares that they worship idols other

than Allah which do not have at their disposal any means of sustenance in the skies

and on the earth. They are not only the proprietors of anything in this regard, but they

also have no capabilities to create and have access to the means of sustenance. The

:verses says

And they worship other than Allah that has no power to provide them, of sustenance, “ 
.” anything from the heavens and the earth and can do nothing

This style of meaning makes allusion to the matter that the pagans believed in and

worshipped idols for they considered them as an impact in their destiny, their profits

and their losses, while the worshipped one must be both provider of means of

.sustenance and mighty

However, the partners whom they designate for Allah are neither able to make

.provisions now nor in the future

Their imaginary objects of worship are neither able to pour rains from the sky nor are

.they able to grow plants on the earth

p: 478

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5119 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتنأَوَ لاَ  مُلَْعیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  لَاثَْملاَا  هَِّلِل  اوُبرِضْتَ  لاَفَ  ﴾ 74﴿

Therefore do not coin any similitudes for Allah. Verily, Allah knows and you do not . “ 74
.” know

Commentary: verse 74

The pagans regarded Allah as a king and considered idols as His ministers. This holy

verse declares that an end must be put to such similes, and you should not designate

equals for Him when worshipping Allah for He has not got any equals or counterparts

:who may deserve being worshipped. The verse says

Therefore do not coin any similitudes for Allah. Verily, Allah knows and you do not “ 
.” know

Some commentators have claimed that the first sentence of the verse which says:
“Therefore do not coin any similitudes for Allah …” refers to the logic of the pagans

during the ‘Age of Ignorance’, (the exact replica of which can also be found among

some of contemporary pagans). They used to claim that the reason why they would

call on the idols was that they were not worthy for worshipping Allah, so they had to

take idols because these were the near-stationed ones to the Lord. Allah is like a

great king who grants audience only to ministers and his exclusive entourage.
However, the masses of the people who cannot have access to Him, will call on those

.who are exclusively received by Him

Such groundless and unjustified kinds of logic which are sometimes depicted in the

.form of a deviating parable, are the most dangerous of all kinds of logic

To answer such a claim, the Qur’ān asserts that you should not use allegories in case

of Allah; that is, allegories which suit
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limited scopes of thought and fit in the category of those whose existence is probable

.and which is full of defects and flaws

If you were aware of the All-Encompassing attribute of Allah with regard to all beings

and you knew about His grace and favour which is unlimited, and His proximity

towards yourself, in which case makes Him approach you closer than your own ‘self’,
.you would never turn to other means for securing Allah’s attention

That Lord Who has invited you to be in direct touch with Him in prayers, and has left

the doors of His house wide-open to you day and night, He must not be likened to an

oppressive king who has slipped into his palace and does not let anyone in there,
.except a few

In our discussion of concerning Allah’s attributes, we have particularly pointed out the

fact that one of the sliding slopes which exists in the way of understanding the

attributes of Allah is that of the land-slide of using similes. That is, comparing Allah’s
attributes with those of man and considering them as similarities, because Allah is an

infinite and boundless being in every respect and other beings are the ones which are

finite and within limits and any comparison made in here causes one to remain aloof

.from knowing Him

Even in cases where we are bound to do so, and to compare His Holy Essence to light

and the like, we must note that such similes and metaphorical applications have got

shortcomings and fail to achieve our purpose, and they might be only acceptable in

.part and not as a whole

While most people are heedless of this fact, they are often thrown down the bottom

of the slopes of the valley seemingly of simile and syllogism, when making their

comparisons. They are then distanced from the truth of monotheism. Thus, the
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Qur’ān warns us repeatedly and attracts our attention to this fact; sometimes with

the sentence “And there is none like unto Him.” (Sura Tauhīd, No. 112, verse 4), and

sometimes it also uses the sentence: “ Nothing is similar to Him.” (Sura Shurā, No. 42,
verse 11), At other times, the Qur’ān calls our attention by using the first sentence of

.the abovementioned verse

And, perhaps, the last sentence of the verse, by saying: “Verily, Allah knows and you

do not know” explains this same subject that usually people are unaware of the

.secrets of the attributes of Allah

****
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هَِّلِل دُمْحَْلا  نَووُتَسْیَ  لْهَ  اًرهْجَوَ  اًرّسِ  هُْنِم  قُفِنُی  وَهُفَ  اًنسـَحَ  اًقزْرِ  اَّنِم  هُانَْقزََّر  نمَوَ  ءٍیْشـَ  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  اًکوُلمَّْم لاَ  اًدْبعَ  لاًثَمَ  هَُّللا  بَرَضـَ  ﴾ 75﴿

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُرُثَکْأَ لاَ  لَْب 

Allah sets forth a parable of a bonded slave, having no power over anything, and . “ 75
one whom We have provided with good means of sustenance from Us, then he

spends from it secretly and openly. Are they equal? Praise belongs to Allah! But most

.” of them do not know

Commentary: verse 75

:Allah has discussed the fact as to how the pagans are being misled, saying

, …” Allah sets forth a parable of a bonded slave, having no power over anything “ 

Allah here sets forth a parable to clarify His intention by it and thereby approaches the

concept to the audience. The parable is: ‘the slave who is a bonded one and has

.authority over nothing;’ that is, he has got no options

And a free man whom Allah has provided with means of sustenance, possesses

property and blessings, gives away out of his belongings openly and in secret and

:without any fear. The verse says

and one whom We have provided with good means of sustenance from Us, then “… 
. …” he spends from it secretly and openly

As for the sentence: /hal yastawūn/ signifies: “Are they equal?”, some commentators

claim that this allegory relates to the believers and the disbelievers, since a

disbeliever has not
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got involved in anything ‘good ‘, while a believer acquires the ‘good’. Thus Allah has

explained the difference between the believer and the disbeliever, hence, He has

persuaded people to choose the path of the believers and dissuade them from taking

.the path of the disbelievers

The holy phrase “Praise belongs to Allah!” signifies that one must thank Allah for His

blessings. This meaning refers to all of Allah’s blessings. That is, say that the act of

worship only deserves Him Who leads us towards monotheism, theology (the

.sciences of Divinities), and gratitude, and shows us the road to Paradise

However, most people, that is the pagans, do not know that it is He Who deserves

:being worshipped, and all blessings belong to Him. The verse says

.” Are they equal? Praise belongs to Allah! But most of them do not know “… 

****
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وَهُ يوِتَسـْیَ  لْهَ  رٍیخَِب  تِأْیَ  هُهْ لاَ  -ِ جّوَُی امَنَْیأَ  هُلاَوْمَ  یلَعَ  ٌّلکَ  وَهُوَ  ءٍیْشـَ  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  مُکَْبأَ لاَ  آمَهُدُحَأَ  نِْیلَجُرَ  لاًثَمَ  هَُّللا  بَرَضـَوَ  ﴾ 76﴿

مٍیقِتَسُّْم طٍارَصِ  یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  لِدْعَْلاِب  رُُمأْیَ  نمَوَ 

And Allah sets forth a parable of two men, one of whom is dumb having authority . “ 76
over nothing, and he is a burden upon his master, wherever he sends him he brings

no good. Is he then equal to him who enjoins justice and he (himself) is on the straight

?” path

Commentary: verse 76

You who do not consider the master and the slave as equals, how can you equalize

?the creator with the creature

Thus, we find Him using another parable for the slaves of the idols and the true

believers, likening them to a deaf-mute born person who is at the same time a

disabled slave, and a free man who is always engaged in calling the people to be just

:and fair and who is on the right path. The Qur’ān says

And Allah sets forth a parable of two men, one of whom is dumb having authority “ 
, …” over nothing, and he is a burden upon his master

That is why he usually does not perform well whatever he is sent to. In this manner,
this man has got four negative attributes: being a dumb by birth, absolute disability,
being a burden to his lord, and, finally, procuring no useful outcome for whatever is

.referred to him

Is such a man equal to the one who is eloquent in his speech, always calling people to

:be just, and following the right path? Of course, it is not so. The verse says
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wherever he sends him he brings no good. Is he then equal to him who enjoins “… 
?” justice and he (himself) is on the straight path

Allah has set two allegories in this holy verse and in the previous verse inciting the

people to condescend to the fact that all know that neither of these two groups are

equal. That is, as the two sides of either of these two parables can not be considered

as equal, Allah can not be considered equal to the inanimate idols (which are

incapable of doing any harm or benefit) despite all His favours and graces as well as

all the religious blessings of this world and of the next which He has accorded to

.mankind

Some have claimed that this allegory has been used by Allah to differentiate the

believer from the unbeliever. The goal in using a dumb man is the pagan while the aim

in mind in the case of mentioning he who resorts to preaching justice, is a believer

.who are not equal

****
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Section 11:The Hour of Judgment Shall Arrive Suddenly

Point

The Hour of Judgment shall arrive suddenly as the twinkling of an eye – The various

gifts of the Bounties of Allah manifest in Nature –Everything in the Universe works at

.Allah’s Will

رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ یلَعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  بُرَْقأَ  وَهُ  وْأَ  رِصَبَْلا  حِمْلَکَ  َّلاإِ  هِعَاَّسلا  رُْمأَ  آمَوَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  بُْیغَ  هَِّلِلوَ  ﴾ 77﴿

And to Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and the earth; and the matter of . “ 77
the Hour (of Doom) is but as a twinkling of the eye, or it is nearer still. Verily Allah is

.” All-powerful over everything

Commentary: verse 77

The Qur’ānic term /qayb/ (unseen) when facing intuition, is a relative matter. That is,
something may be invisible to someone while the same thing may be present and

.visible to someone else

The Arabic phrase /’amr-us-sā‘ah/ (the matter of the Hour) signifies the advent of the

resurrection day which is an important example of /qayb/, the ‘invisible world’, and

which is one of the blessings of Allah when the timing of which has been kept secret

.from us

As we have frequently seen, the Qur’ān usually mixes the issues concerning

monotheism with those relating to paganism, resurrection day, and the great court in
Hereafter, here, after our discussion in passing about monotheism and polytheism, it
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touches upon the issue of resurrection and answering a part of the pagans’
objections, who said: the dust particles of us scatter all over the places, who will be

aware of their location to reassemble them, so that to be able to evaluate their

record, it implies at first: It is exclusive to Allah the unseen and the invisible world of

:the skies and the earth. And he knows them all. The verse says

; …” And to Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and the earth “ 

:Then, it adds

and the matter of the Hour (of Doom) is but as a twinkling of the eye or it is nearer “… 
. …” still

These two sentences are self-explanatory and live allusions to the infinite Divine

Power (s.w.t.), especially in such areas as of resurrection and the rising from the dead

:of men. Thus, at the end it says

.” Verily Allah is All-powerful over everything “… 

.That is, Allah can create resurrection day or everything else, as He is Omnipotent

****
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نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هَدَِئْفلاَاوَ  رَاصَْبلاَاوَ  عَمَّْسلا  مُکَُل  لَعَجَوَ  اًئْیشَ  نَومُلَْعتَ  مْکُِتاهََّمُا لاَ  نِوطُُب  مکُجَرَخْأَ مِّ-ن  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 78﴿

And Allah has brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers (while) you . “ 78
knew nothing, and He appointed for you hearing and sight and hearts; that perhaps

.” you may give thanks

Commentary: verse 78

The Holy Qur’ān, once again, refers to another lesson in monotheism and theology as

.well as the different bounties of Allah

In this section of the issue of blessings, it devotes its first part to the blessings of

:science and learning as well as the means leading to knowledge. The Qur’ān declares

And Allah has brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers (while) you knew “ 
, …” nothing

Certainly, in such a confined environment which lacked openness, such an ignorance

was tolerable. However, in this vast universe, that sort of ignorance was impossible to

be continued, therefore, from among the devices for the cognition of the world, that

is, eyes, ears, and reason were placed at your disposal, so that you understand the

facts of life and these great blessings and your sense of gratitude be motivated as in
face of such benevolent Creator in order, perhaps, to give Him His due gratitude. The

:verse says

and He appointed for you hearing and sight and hearts; that perhaps you may give “… 
.” thanks

One way of expressing one’s thanks for something, is its correct application, for the

Qur’ān criticizes those who have
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got eyes, yet they do not see, and they have got ears, yet they do not hear and they

.are not ready to hearken the truth

The true way of expressing one’s gratitude for having eyes and ears, is the acquisition

of knowledge, for the verse, at first, says that you did not know; it was Allah Who

.gave you eyes and ears to thank; that is, to devote your life to learning

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هَُّللا  َّلاإِ  َّنهُکُسِمُْی  امَ  ءِآمَّسلا    ِ وّجَ یِف  تٍارََّخسَُم  رِْیَّطلا  یَلإِ  اوْرَیَ  مَْلأَ  ﴾ 79﴿

Do they not look at the birds, constrained in the middle of the sky? Naught holds . “ 79
.” them but Allah; verily there are signs in that for a people who believe

Commentary: verse 79

As was said before, the content of this Sura provides us with acquaintance about the

blessings and focuses attention on their creator. Up until now, we have noted Him

mentioning such blessings as rainwater, milk, fruits, honey, the blessings of having

wife and children. In this verse, and the next one, the blessings of birds, skin, wool of

.the four-footed animals, and the ways of utilization of mountains are being discussed

The flight of birds, alone or in flocks, sometimes regulated and sometimes without

any proper order, at times for escaping and at other times all take place for food.
Every bird flies with the right kind of wings commensurate with its weight and needs,
all of which must focus the attention of the wise on Allah. Thus, Allah wants us to

meditate on those creatures, and then He criticizes the ones who do not so. Birds are

:all, in all cases and everywhere, dominated by Him. The verse says

? …” Do they not look at the birds, constrained in the middle of the sky “ 

In modern warfare, some planes fly outside the range of anti-aircraft guns. However,
.birds are all within Allah’s area of power wherever they go

I was once in an airplane when the airhostess declared, we would soon land in a few

minutes at airport. I asked her why
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she did not mention the words, ‘Allah-willing’. She said: “There is no need for saying

‘Allah-willing’ as the plane computer has set all such as: timing, distance and

.” everything

I told her all those planes which crash in the air in the east and west of the world do

have such equipments. Allah’s will does not wait for your computers. She then thought

for a while. Returning, she proclaimed that we would, Allah-willing, land after a few

.moments. I also thanked her by offering her a gift

We must not forget about Allah because of having access to equipments, energy and

:being able to utilize instinctive, experimental and scientific laws as it says

; …” Naught holds them but Allah “… 

It is only Allah Who protects them from falling to the ground. It is just like swimmers

who swim inside water and they are protected by water. Birds are ‘hanging’ also in

the air or ‘floating’ in the air and the air, which itself is a created being by Allah,
preserves them, like water which keeps man alive. In fact, it is Allah Who keeps the air

.underneath their body

Briefly speaking, one must look out at the birds so that he may become aware of the

fact that they have got an on-looker Who looks after them and manages everything

and Who is Omnipotent. He is Who has created such beings so as to enable people to

take lessons and to receive their share of rewards by obeying the truth. The verse

:says

.” verily there are signs in that for a people who believe “… 

That is to say: There are abundant reasoning involved in this matter for the believers

as to the unity and potentialities of Allah. Obviously, it is only the believers who benefit

.from such dear evidences

****
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اهَِفاوَصْأَ نِْموَ  مْکُِتمَاقَإِ  مَوْیَوَ  مْکُِنْعظَ  مَوْیَ  اهََنوُّفخِتَسـْتَ  اًتوُیُب  مِاعَْنلاَا  دِوُلجُ  نِم  مکَُل  لَعـَجَوَ  اًنکَسـَ  مْکُِتوُیُب  مکَُل مِّ-ن  لَعـَجَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 80﴿

نٍیحِ یَلإِ  اًعاتَمَوَ  اًثاَثأَ  آهَرِاعَشْأَوَ  اهَرِاَبوْأَوَ 

And Allah appointed a place of rest for you of your houses, and He appointed . “ 80
tents for you of the skins of the cattle, which you find light (to carry) on the day of your

departure and on the day of your dwelling; and of their wool and their fur and their

.” hair, (He designated for you) household stuff and a provision for a time

Commentary: verse 80

The issue of the discussion about the blessings of Allah is being continued in this verse

:as well. The Qur’ān proclaims

, …” And Allah appointed a place of rest for you of your houses “ 

Truly speaking, the blessing of having somewhere as a dwelling place, is of utmost

importance, without which other blessings do not find their real place. Following His

discussion of the ‘stationary houses’, He begins His discussion with regard to the

:itinerant houses, saying

, …” and He appointed tents for you of the skins of the cattle “… 

They are houses which are very light in weight and you can remove them easily from

:place to place. The holy verse continues saying

which you find light (to carry) on the day of your departure and on the day of your “… 
; …” dwelling

p: 492

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5133 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Moreover, in addition to these, He allocated to you for a fixed period of time, goods

and utensils and various life appliances out of the wool, woven-wool and hair of the

:four-footed animals. It says

and of their wool and their fur and their hair, (He designated for you)household “… 
.” stuff and a provision for a time

The mentioning of two words /’aθāθan/ and /matā‘an/ in a successive way, may be an

allusion made to the fact that you are able to provide numerous means for your life

.out of the wool, woven wool and the hair of the four-footed animals, and utilize them

****
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مْکُسـَأَْب مکُیقِتَ  لَیبارَسـَوَ  َّرحَْلا  مُکُیقِتَ  لَیِبارَسـَ  مْکَُل  لَعـَجَوَ  اًـنانَکْأَ  لَابـَجِْلا  نَِم  مکَُل  لَعـَجَوَ  ـًلالاَظِ  قَلـَخَ  اَّمِم  مکَُل  لَعـَجَ  هَُّللاوَ  ﴾ 81﴿

نَومُِلسُْت مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُتَمَْعِن  ُّمِتُی  کَِلذَکَ 

And Allah appointed shadows for you, out of what He has created, and appointed . “ 81
shelters for you of the mountains; and He appointed garments for you to protect you

from heat (and cold), and garments to protect you from your (other) violence. Even so

(.” does He complete His favours upon you; that haply you will surrender (to Him

Commentary: verse 81

The Arabic term /’aknān/ is the plural form of /kinn/ which refers to an object that is
the means for covering something. The objective in this verse is the caves and the

.tunnels which run under the mountains

In the previous verse, Allah dealt with the blessing of a dwelling place for the

inhabitants of the town and the blessing of tent for the moving tribes and their

removable dwelling places. In this verse, He deals with the blessings of the caves for

:the cave-dwelling people. The verse says

And Allah appointed shadows for you, out of what He has created, and appointed “ 
shelters for you of the mountains; and He appointed garments for you to protect you

(, …” from heat (and cold

From among the garments the name /sarābīl/ signifies ‘shirts’ which are sorts of usual

clothing for women, men, children as well as adults in all cases and for all

circumstances and which can cover the whole body. Here, the Holy Qur’ān
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mentions only the ‘protection from heat’ while garments are mostly used for

protection from cold and not merely from heat. The reason is that whatever protects

people from heat it will protect them from cold as well. Moreover, in their locality the

Arabs were facing more with heat than with cold. Thus, they needed something to

protect them from heat. In addition, by talking about one of two things, the Arabs

:overlook the second for the second goes without saying. The verse continues saying

. …” and garments to protect you from your (other) violence “… 

This may refer to the meaning that He has provided you with ‘iron-garments’
‘armours’ so as to protect you from being beaten by bullets, blades, and the hostile

.arrows

Such is the way by which Allah has completed His worldly favours for you. You may

perhaps know, O’ the inhabitants of Mecca, that no one else but Allah is able to

perform such acts, then worship Him alone and believe in His Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The

:verse says

Even so does He complete His favours upon you; that haply you will surrender (to “… 
(.” Him

****
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نُیِبمُْلا غُلاَبَْلا  کَْیلَعَ  امََّنإِف  اوَّْلوَتَ  نإِف  ﴾ 82﴿

So (O’ Prophet!) if they turn away, then on you is (incumbent) only the clear . “ 82
(.” conveyance (of the message

Commentary: verse 82

To provide the blessed Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) with comfort, He implies that if they

turn away and disbelieve in you, and / or do not meditate upon Our blessings, thus not

take an example, you are not to be blamed, because you are not commissioned to

perform any other duty than delivering the message, and you have performed this

:duty well. The holy verse says

So (O’ Prophet!) if they turn away, then on you is (incumbent) only the clear “ 
(.” conveyance (of the message

Incidentally, if a man does not possess a sound mind, the most transparent messages

.from the most virtuous individuals, i.e. prophets, will have no impact on him

****
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نَورُِفاکَْلا مُهُرُثَکْأَوَ  اهََنورُکِنُی  َّمُث  هَِّللا  تَمَْعِن  نَوُفرِْعیَ  ﴾ 83﴿

They recognize the blessing of Allah, then they deny it, and most of them are . “ 83
.” ungrateful

Commentary: verse 83

To complete the discussion, the Holy Qur’ān asserts that they know the blessings of

Allah and are familiar with their dimensions while delving into their depth.
:Nevertheless, they deny them. The verse says

They recognize the blessing of Allah, then “ 

, …” they deny it

Therefore, one must not be on the look out for the reason of this paganism in their

lack of awareness. On the contrary, one must be searching this factor of paganism in
their other vicious attributes which have obstructed them in their pursuit of faith,
which comprise their selfishness and in their hostile attitude towards religion. It is

:perhaps for this reason that He concludes the verse by saying

.” and most of them are ungrateful “… 

The Qur’ān has repeatedly raised the issue of the deliberate and obstinate denial of

the disbelievers. At times it says: “And they denied them unjustly and proudly while

their souls had been convinced with them, …”(1) At other times, it says: “… they

recognize him (the Prophet) as they recognize their sons …”(2) At other times, He says:
(“… but a group of them most surely conceal the truth while they know (it) …”(3
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And, Finally, He declares: “… when there came to them that which they recognized (to

(be Truth), they disbelieved in it…” (1

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) remarks: Once: Ali-Ibn-Abī-Tālib (a.s.) was in the stage of bowing in
his prayer rituals in the Prophet’s mosque, when he offered his ring to a poor man,
upon which occasion the 55th verse of Sura Al-Mā’idah was revealed indicating that

your guardians are Allah, the Prophet, and he who spends out while bowing in his

(prayer rituals.(2

Some found out about their guardian yet rejected him. Then, this verse was revealed

, …” saying: “They recognize the blessing of Allah, then they deny it

:Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said

Swearing to Allah, we are the blessings which Allah has accorded His servants, and“
(only under the auspices of us the people will be salvaged.”(3

****

p: 498

Sura Al-Bqarah, No. 2, verse 89 - 1
Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 72 - 2

Ibid - 3

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5139 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_498_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_498_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_498_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 12:Apostle Muhammad a Witness over All Witnesses

Point

The wicked on the Day of Judgment shall not have respite – Every apostle will be

raised to bear witness over his people– The Holy Prophet Muhammad shall bear

.witness over all the other witnesses

نَوُبتَْعتَسُْی مْهُ  لاَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلِل  نُذَؤُْی  َّمُث لاَ  اًدیهِشَ  هٍَّمُا    ِ لّکُ نِم  ثُعَْبَن  مَوْیَوَ  ﴾ 84﴿

And (remember) the Day We will raise up a witness from every nation. Then, shall . “ 84
no permission be given to those who disbelieved, nor shall they be allowed to make

.” amends

Commentary: verse 84

The issue of the witnesses of the Day of Resurrection has been repeatedly propoused

in the Qur’ān. The prophets, angles, Allah’s saints, the earth as well as one’s bodily

.organs are among the witnesses on that Day

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has remarked: “There is an ‘Imam’ a ‘leader’ for every nation and

.” for every period with whom people will be mustered

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has mentioned concerning the verse: “We are verily the witnesses of

.” this nation

Although the Almighty is Omnipresent and Omniscient as to everything, the fact that

numerous witnesses are there to testify and bear witness will lead to the emergence

of men of
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virtue and abstinence for the faithful, and will lead to the exposing of the scandals of

.the culprits

The necessary pre-requisite for bearing witness is one’s knowledge. Therefore,
Allah’s saints, who will bear testimony for us in the day of resurrection, must have an

observation over our performances in this world. This is in line with our belief which,
according to numerous Islamic quotations, and in accordance with the noble verse

that says: “… Allah will see your work and (so will) His Messengers and the believers,
…”(1), all records of our performances are being reported to Imam-i-Zamān (a.s.)
every week. If we exclude this belief, the verses about the issue of bearing witness on

the Day of Resurrection are not justifiable. How can one who is not aware of our

?performances or is not just, bear witness as to our acts on the Day of Resurrection

The Arabic term /’isti‘tāb/ is derived from /‘itāb/ which means a guilty person asks the

owner of the right to blame him so as to quell his anger thereby and then condescend

.as to his forgiveness

One is able both to repent of his sins, and apologize for his guilts, and compensate for

his wrongdoings in this world. However, in the Resurrection Day, there is no room for

.justification; nor would any apologies be accepted; nor one can compensate

Yet, the act of justification is to be dismissed, for when some hell-dwellers tell others:
“… Had it not been for you, we would certainly have been believers”(2), they will be

(addressed in this way: “… Nay, you (yourselves) were not believers.”(3
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However, to make up for a sin is out of the question, for when they ask Allah, saying:
“… therefore send us back, we will do good, …”(1), this will be the answer: “… By no

means! it is a (mere) word that he speaks; …”(2) which signifies: The case is not so for

he utters such words verbally but he will be acting just in the same way if he be

.returned to his previous position in the world

As for offering apologies it is also out of the question, for the Qur’ān says: “They will

(not be allowed to put forth excuses.”(3

As the issues involved in the Divine Court are keeping account and record of

everything, as well as bearing testimony and witnesses, there will be no rooms left for

:apologizing, rationalizing or securing the other side’s consent. The verse says

And (remember) the Day We will raise up a witness from every nation. Then, shall no “ 
permission be given to those who disbelieved, nor shall they be allowed to make

.” amends

****
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نَورُظَْنُی مْهُ  لاَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  فَُّفخَُی  لاَفَ  بَاذعَْلا  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  يأَرَ  اذَإِِو  ﴾ 85﴿

And when those who were unjust behold the chastisement, it shall not be . “ 85
.” lightened for them nor will they be respited

Commentary: verse 85

We had it in the previous verse that in the Hereafter there will be no permission for

rationalization; nor any possibility securing the consent of others. However, He

proclaims in this holy verse that the Divine punishment on that day recognizes no

.alleviation nor postponement

Therefore, as soon as the pagans noticed the Hell Fire, and were subjected to the

Divine punishment, there would be no alleviation involved for their chastisement, and

no respite will be given to them, and their torment will be perpetual, because the time

:of regretting and repenting has passed. The noble verse says

And when those who were unjust behold the chastisement, it shall not be lightened “ 
.” for them nor will they be respited

****
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نَوُبذِاکََل مْکَُّنإِ  لَوْقَْلا  مُهِْیَلإِ  اوْقَْلاَفَ  کَِنودُ  نِم  ْاوعُدَْن  اَّنکُ  نَیذَِّلا  اَنؤُآکَرَشُ  ءِلآؤُهَ  انََّبرَ  اوُلاقَ  مْهُءَآکَرَشُ  اوکُرَشْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  يأَرَ  اذَإِوَ  ﴾ 86﴿

And when those who associated (others with Allah) behold their associates, they . “ 86
shall say: ‘Our Lord! these are our associates whom we called besides You;’ But they

!’ ” (the gods) throwing back the saying at them, (will answer) ‘Verily you are truly lairs

Commentary: verse 86

According to the Islamic quotations received, there are several stages in Hereafter in
some of which lips remain closed when hands and foot bear witness. In other stages

one hears crying and supplications. In another stage, one does his best to put all

blames for his sins on others. For instance, he would say to the Satan: It is you who

made me pagan, to which the Satan answers: “… verily I disbelieved in your

(associating me with Allah from before, …”(1

Sometimes, they hold the idols responsible, while the idols, too, acquit themselves.(2)
Even, Allah, addressing Issa, says: “… O’ Jesus, son of Mary! Did you say to the people:
‘Take me and my mother for two gods besides Allah?’ He (Jesus) says: ‘Glory be to

You! It was not mine to utter what I had no right to (say) …” (3) And, in the verse in

question, those beings which have been objects of worship along with Allah seek self-
,acquittal, denying them
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telling the idol-worshippers: You were in fact worshipping your own imagination. The

:verse says

And when those who associated (others with Allah) behold their associates, for Allah “ 
they shall say: ‘Our Lord! these are our associates whom we called besides You;’ But

they (the gods) throwing back the saying at them, (will answer) ‘Verily you are truly,
!’ ” lairs

In the meantime, the resurrection terror causes one to put blame on other’s
.shoulders for delivering himself, but to no good effects

****
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نَورُتَْفیَ اوُناکَ  اَّم  مهُْنعَ  َّلضَوَ  مَلََّسلا  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  اوْقَْلأَوَ  ﴾ 87﴿

And they will tender submission to Allah on that day, and what they used to forge . “ 87
.” shall depart from them

Commentary: verse 87

If we do not surrender today we shall surrender tomorrow, on the Day of

.Resurrection

However, to what avail can it be? All fantasies will come to an end on that Day, and all

attempts to find mediators, reconciliation efforts, and hoping for glory and seeking

.support from any one but Allah will be out of question

Some commentators claim that the pagans will lose their arrogance of the Age of

Ignorance and will present their submission before Allah, the Almighty, without any

deliberation, and whatever they rejected regarding monotheism will disappear from

their minds, and those false and empty desires which they cherished regarding the

idols will be obliterated altogether, enabling them to understand that the idols are of

no use. On the contrary, they themselves become pillars of Hell Fire, attacking their

:own worshippers. The verse says

And they will tender submission to Allah on that day, and what they used to forge “ 
.” shall depart from them

****
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نَودُسِْفُی اوُناکَ  امَِب  بِاذَعَْلا  قَوْفَ  اًباذَعَ  مْهُاَندْزِ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  اوُّدصَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  ﴾ 88﴿

Those who disbelieved and hindered (people) from the path of Allah, We added . “ 88
.” punishment to punishment for that they used to spread mischief

Commentary: verse 88

All corruptions have their origin in paganism, as is the case with all decent acts which

take their roots from Faith. Those pioneers of paganism, who obstruct the people

from the path of Allah by their pen, expression and other means, will have to settle a
.different kind of account from those of ordinary people

Up till now, we were involved in our discussion of those misled pagans who were

caught in their paganism and deviation without calling others to their path. Later, the

cases of those are exposed who are not only misled themselves but they also seek to

:mislead others as well. The verse says

Those who disbelieved and hindered (people) from the path of Allah, We added “ 
.” punishment to punishment for that they used to spread mischief

A well known tradition says: “Everyone who establishes a good practice, will be

rewarded the reward of those who do it accordingly, without diminishing anything

from their reward; and he who lays the foundation of an evil act, will be held

responsible for the sin of all those who commit that sin, without decreasing anything

.from their sin

****
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ءٍیْشـَ   ِ لّکُِل اًنایَْبِت  بَاتَکِْلا  کَْیلَعَ  انَْلَّزَنوَ  ءِـلآؤُهَ  یلَعَ  اًدیهِشـَ  کَِـب  انـَْئجِوَ  مْهِسـِفُنأَ  نِْم  مهِْیلَعَ  اًدیهِشـَ  هٍَّمُا    ِ لّکـُ یِف  ثُعَْبَن  مَوْیَوَ  ﴾ 89﴿

نَیمِِلسْمُْلِل يرَشُْبوَ  هًمَحْرَوَ  يدًهُوَ 

And (remember) the day when We raise up a witness from every people against . “ 89
them from among themselves, and We shall bring you as a witness against these. And

We have sent down the Book to you explaining clearly everything, and as a guidance,
.” and glad tidings for Muslims

Commentary: verse 89

The objective of ‘a witness’, is the prophet who has been sent to them, or their

‘contemporary leader’ who serves as the proof of Allah, and We appoint you as a

witness of the people, O’ Muhammad! This Book, the Qur’ān, is an explicit and

:eloquent Book for all religious affairs. The verse says

And (remember) the day when We raise up a witness from every people against “ 
them from among themselves, and We shall bring you as a witness against these. And

We have sent down the Book to you explaining clearly everything, and as a guidance,
.” and glad tidings for Muslims

There are no religious matters which are not concerned within the Qur’ān or not

explicitly expressed in it or which are not leading man to the sources of knowledge,
i.e., to the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and to his true successors or to the consensus of

the Ummah. Therefore, all religious edicts are direct inferences from the Qur’ān, as

was explained in the
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foregoing fifth verse which revealed allusions made to the witnesses of the nations.
This is one of our decisive beliefs that every nation will have a witness on the Day of

Resurrection and the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) will bear witness over this nation as

.well as over the witnesses of other nations

The important point in here is that the testimony of men of Allah must be based on the

senses, seeing and knowledge, and they must be innocent of any error or falsehood

so as their testimony should be regarded as a kind of ultimatum on that sensitive

occasion upon all people. It is evident that there is no one to be aware of the deeds of

people whether present or absent, apparent or hidden, and whose words will be

accepted by all nations and Allah in Hereafter, except for prophets and those

‘Immaculate Imams’ who have full command of the deeds, words, and behavior as

.well as the minds of all people owing to their invisible lines of communication

It has been narrated in Tafsīr-i-Sāfī from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “By Allah! we are

knowledgeable about everything which is in the skies and on the earth, and whatever

is between them, as well as what is in Paradise or in Hell.” Then the Imam (a.s.) recited

.the above verse three times

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) remarked: “Whatever is needed by the Ummah has already been

mentioned in the Qur’ān, and whatever you hear from me, I shall provide its Qur’ānic

(documentation if you ask.” (Kanz-ud-Daqā’iq, under the verse

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) said: “Whatever news about you, as well as the history of the past

nations, the future generations, the skies and the earth all have been stated in the

(Qur’ān.” (Kanz-ud-Daqā’iq, under the verse

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said to the chief men of some religions in a session that among the

miracles of the Messenger of Islam is one which reveals a poor orphan who has been

an illiterate
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shepherd, being in possession of a Book ‘the explanation of every thing’ and that all

news of the past and future until the Hereafter be recorded in it. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn,
(under the verse

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said: “In Allah’s Book, there is a solution for every dispute

between two parties though the people’s wisdom may not catch it.” (Nūr-uth-
(Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 75

The Qur’ān expresses everything though everyone may not understand. Hadrat Ali

(a.s.) says: For the common people, the Qur’ān provides apparent sentences; for

some sophisticated individuals, it provides mysterious allusions; and for the saints of

’. Allah, it reveals delicate divine nuances, while for the prophets it presents ‘facts

Such a trait of being ‘explanatory of everything’ is either in a direct manner or by

means of verses which contain some principles that are leading for us, such as in the

Qur’ān it says: “… and whatever the Messenger gives you, accept it, and from

whatever he forbids you, keep back, …”(1) And as in the verse: which says: “… That

(you may make clear to mankind what has been sent down to them …”(2

****
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Section 13:To Keep up Covenants and Promises

Point

Justice and Charity enjoined – Whatever is with man shall perish and whatever is with

.Allah remains forever – Patience and Charity enjoined

نَورَُّکذَتَ مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُظُعِیَ  یِْغبَْلاوَ  رِکَنمُْلاوَ  ءِآشَحْفَْلا  نِعَ  یهَْنیَوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِ  ءِآتَیإِوَ  نِاسَحْلإِاوَ  لِدْعَْلاِب  رُُمأْیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ﴾ 90﴿

Verily, Allah enjoins justice and kindness (to others) and giving (the right of) the . “ 90
kindred, and forbids lewdness, and evil and insolence; He admonishes you so that you

.” might remember

Commentary: verse 90

This verse provides a thorough explanation and the most comprehensive picture of

the Islamic teachings in the spheres of social problems, the humanitarian issues, and

the ethical matters. At first, the Qur’ān implies that Allah commands all to involve

themselves in justice and to be generous and forgiving with regard to one’s family

:members and those who are around them. The verse says

Verily, Allah enjoins justice and kindness (to others) and giving (the right of) the “ 
, …” kindred

Justice is that universal law around the axis of which the totality of the system of

creation runs. In the true sense of the word, it implies that everything takes its own

proper place. Therefore, whatever deviation, excess and defect, extremism
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to the right or left, and violation of other people’s rights run contrary to the principle of

.justice

However, as justice, despite all its splendour, power, and its deep impact is not

workable in times of crises and in exceptional circumstances, the Qur’ān brings the

command of kindness with regard to generosity and forgiveness immediately next to

.it

In a tradition, Ali (a.s.) says: “Justice is achieved once you provide people with their

due rights, and kindness is applied when you do them a favour.” (Nahj-ul-Balāqah,
(sermon 231; and Mīzān-al-Hikmah, p. 3496

After completing these three positive principles, the Qur’ān refers to three negative

:principles which the people must be dissuaded from. It says

; …” and forbids lewdness, and evil and insolence “… 

Lewdness’ alludes to latent and secret sins, /munkar/ (abominable acts) refers to‘
overt and open sinful acts, and /baqy/ (insolence) refers to whatever violation of one’s

.own rights, and oppression and self-admiration with regards to others

At the end of the verse, to re-emphasize once again the above six principles, the

:Qur’ān says

.” He admonishes you so that you might remember “… 

The revival and revitalization of the three principles of: justice, generosity and

provision of the due rights of one’s next of kinds, as well as campaigning against the

three-fold deviations of lewdness, forbidden matters, and oppression, at the world

level, provide sufficient grounds for creating a well-developed kind of world quiet and

devoid of all calamities and corruption. Once we find the famous Companion, Ibn-i-
Mas‘ūd, has been quoted as saying: “This verse is the most

p: 511

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5152 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


comprehensive of all the Qur’ānic verses regarding the good and the evil,” it is not to

.be regarded as an exaggeration

:Explanations

This verse is the universal investiture charter of Islam and the bill of rights which . 1
Imam Muhammad Bāqir (a.s.) used to recite in his sermons during the Friday Prayer

rituals; and according to Tafsīr-us-Sāfī: Were there only this single verse to be found

in the Qur’ān we had sufficient grounds to declare that the Qur’ān is explanatory Book

for everything. The commandments as well as the forbidden matters of this verse

.have been included in all religions and have never been abrogated

Walīd-Ibn-Muqayrah was so attracted and magnetized by this verse that he declared:
The sweetness, beauty, and the content of this verse is such that it can not be

.regarded as an expression uttered by any human being

Othmān Ibn Maz‘ūn says: “Upon hearing this verse, Islam exerted such a deep impact

.” on me that I embraced it whole-heartedly

Justice’ /‘adl/, refers to the cases where the concerning equalization process is . ‘ 2
comprehended with insight, while /‘idl/ signifies that case during which its equalization

.process is perceived through the senses

The concept of /‘adl/ (justice) indicates ‘equality which exists in parts’, while /’ihsān/
(kindness or ‘generosity’) refers to multiplication or ‘increase’ in the amount of

.reward

The Arabic term /‘adl/ also implies distancing oneself from both excess and defect

with regard to creeds as well as to the personal behavior and the social ones. Thus,
the recommendation of this verse encompasses both the individuals as well as

.governments
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Justice, in the realm of creation, is the secret of its resistance, while in the realm of

.religious affairs it crowns itself on top of all the prophets’ mission

The Arabic term /’ihsān/ (benevolence) refers to a blessed word which includes . 1
financial, mental, cultural, and emotional services rendered generously. The Qur’ānic

term /fahšā’/ (lewdness) refers to a sin which is a capital one and is coupled with a

scandal. The term /munkar/ ‘forbidden’ signifies that act which is rejected by reason,
.runs contrary to inherent human nature and is refused by religious laws

According to ‘Tafsīr-Fī-Zalāl’, once the despotic rulers, introducing corrupt . 2
procedures of propaganda, seek to present sinful acts as insignificant in the eyes of

the people thus make people insensitive regarding sins, the ultimate criterion for

.differentiating ‘right’ from ‘wrong’ are religious laws

****
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نَوُلعَْفتَامَ مُلَْعیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  لاًیفِکَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هََّللا  مُُتْلعَجَ  دْقَوَ  اهَدِیکِوْتَ  دَْعَب  نَامَْیلأَا  اوضُقُنتَ  لاَوَ  مُّْتدهَاعَ  اذَإِ  هَِّللا  دِهْعَِب  اوُفوْأَوَ  ﴾ 91﴿

And fulfill you the covenant of Allah, when you make covenant, and do not break . “ 91
the oaths after making them fast, for you have appointed Allah over you a surety.

.” Verily, Allah knows what you do

Commentary: verse 91

In Islamic quotations that the term /‘ahd/ (covenant), mentioned in the verse, has

been regarded as the covenant of people made with the Divine leaders. If people stick

to their pledges faithfully, Allah will also fulfill the promises which He has made, as the

Qur’ān says: “ …fulfill My covenant and I shall fulfill your covenant, …” (Sura Al-
(Baqarah, No. 2, verse 40

In those days of the advent of Islam when the population of the Muslims was scanty

and they had numerous enemies, and there was a strong possibility that because of

this very fact, some believers might break their pledges which they had made with the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) thus backing him down and withholding their support for him, the

verse was thus revealed and they were, hence, warned about the dire consequences

.of their behavior

They were told that the strength of their oaths was the proof of their faith. Thus, the

Qur’ān has dealt with another one of the most important teachings of Islam in this

:verse, when it says
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And fulfill you the covenant of Allah, when you make covenant, and do not break the “ 
, …” oaths after making them fast

You have sworn in the name of Allah and you have designated Allah as your surety

and sponsor for your oath, it is because He is aware of all your acts. The verse

:continues saying

.” for you have appointed Allah over you a surety. Verily, Allah knows what you do “… 

The issue of /’aymān/, the plural of /yamīn/ meaning oath, which is mentioned in the

above holy verse, has got a comprehensive meaning which includes, both the pledges

made by man with Allah as well as those oaths which he makes in the name of Allah

.with the people

In other words, every kind of commitment which is made under the name of Allah and

.by swearing His name, is included in this statement

****
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امَّنإِ هٍَّمُا  نِْم  یَبرْأَ  یَهِ  هٌَّمُا  نَوکُتَ  نأَ  مْکُنَْیَب  ًـلاخَدَ  مْکَُنامـَْیأَ  نَوذُخـَِّتتَ  اًـثاکَنأَ  هٍَّوُق  دِْـعَب  نِم  اهـََلزْغَ  تْضَقََن  یِتَّلاکـَ  اوُـنوکُتَ  ـَلاوَ  ﴾ 92﴿

نَوفُِلتَخْتَ هِیِف  مُْتنکُ  امَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْکَُل  َّنَن  -ِ یّبَُیَلوَ هِِب  هَُّللا  مُکُوُلْبیَ 

And do not be like the woman who unravels her yarn, disintegrating it into pieces . “ 92
after having spun it tightly, by taking your oaths to be means of deceit between you,
(imagining that) one group is more numerous than (another) group. Verily Allah only

puts you on trial thereby and He will most certainly make clear to you on the Day of

.” Resurrection that wherein you differed

Commentary: verse 92

As the issue of keeping to ones words and pledges is one of the main backbones of

the perseverance of any society, the Qur’ān, in this verse, pursues the discussion

concerning the subject in question with a tone of voice coupled with some kind of

:blame and scorn, saying

And do not be like the woman who unravels her yarn, disintegrating it into pieces “ 
, …” after having spun it tightly

The allusion here refers to a woman from the Quraysh tribe called ‘Rā’itih’ during the

age of Ignorance, who used to weave the wool and the yarn which she had at her

disposal along with her woman slaves. She would then order all to be disintegrated

into pieces after having been spun. It was for this reason that she was known as the

.‘stupid woman’, among the Arabs

Then, the Qur’ān adds implying that you use your oath and pledges as a means of

deceit and corruption, imagining one
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group exceeds another one in number, thus using the increase in number of the

enemies as a pretext for breaking pledges of support which you had with the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.). The verse says

by taking your oaths to be means of deceit between you, (imagining that) one “… 
. …” group is more numerous than (another) group

Beware you! That Allah is thus putting you in a trial situation in this way, and, anyway,
Allah will reveal to you the consequences of such a trial in the Day of Resurrection,
unveiling the secrets in the bottom of all people’s hearts, and hence, everyone will

:reap what he has sown. The verse says

Verily Allah only puts you on trial thereby and He will most certainly make clear to “… 
.” you on the Day of Resurrection that wherein you differed

There has been cited in Tafsīr-i-Furqān that: Hadrat-i-Fātimah Zahrā (a.s.) in her

sermon gave in Medina Mosque against her contemporary rulers, recited this verse,
indicating that they resembled that woman who disintegrated what she had spun for

their breaking of pledges which they had kept with Ali-Ibn-i-’Abī Tālib (a.s.) at Ghadīr-
.i-Khom

The allegories, parables, and the proverbs of the Qur’ān are such that they hold their

natural entity, their freshness, and transparency everywhere and at all times, and

from the primary school kid upward as far as the philosophers of the world will

.quench their thirst by it

One of the means for experiments is keeping to one’s commitments, and the recall of

the resurrection and the dooms day are the factors which lead one to be virtuous and

.pay attention to whatever he has pledged

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ مُتنکُ  اَّمعَ  َّنُلاَسُْتَلوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  يدِهْیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  ُّلضُِی  نکَِلوَ  هًدَحِاوَ  هًَّمُا  مْکُلَعَجََل  هَُّللا  ءَآشَ  وَْلوَ  ﴾ 93﴿

And if Allah had willed, He would have made you (all) one nation; but He leaves . “ 93
straying whom He pleases, and He guides whom He pleases; and you will definitely be

.” questioned of what you used to do

Commentary: verse 93

Allah leads all people inherently. However, the people, based on their authority and

will, are mainly divided into two categories: The ones who select the wrong path

contrary to their inherent nature and intellect and are not repenting. Allah leaves such

people to themselves. However, another category select what is inherently

embedded of goodness in their nature. Allah then assists them and leads them.
Therefore, what is meant through leading and misleading by Allah comes a stage

after the man’s selection. For instance, a teacher intends, from the first day of his

teaching, to cover all students in his instruction, though some struggle to understand

to whom the teacher also allocates extra time for teaching, while the mischievous

child is often left to himself by the teacher. Incidentally, if the issue of leading man and

of his being misled were not voluntary matters, Allah would not proclaim: “You will

definitely be questioned”. Therefore, Allah’s question in this connection is a sign of our

.free will, for the man under compulsion, would not be held responsible

Anyway, Allah is free in imposing obligations on people, though His way of treatment

.and programs only include leaving people free
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مٌیظِعَ بٌاذَعَ  مْکَُلوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  مُّْتددَصَ  امَِب  ءَوُّسلا  اوُقوذُتَوَ  اهَِتوُبُث  دَْعَب  مٌدَقَ  َّلزِتَفَ  مْکُنَْیَب  لاًخَدَ  مْکَُنامَْیأَ  اوذُخَِّتتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 94﴿

And do not make your oaths a means of deceit among you, lest any foot might slip . “ 94
after its stability and you should taste evil for that you hindered (people) from the path

.” of Allah, and for you there will be a great torment

Commentary: verse 94

According to Rāqib, the Qur’ānic term /sadadtum/ signifies both ‘being kept away

from’ and ‘keeping others away’, and the Arabic word /daxal/ equates in rhyming and

’. meaning as /daqal/ which means ‘deceit

A sinful act certainly leads to other sins, paving the way for them. Breaking of one’s
words paves the ground for evil ending which itself would make preparation for being

.kept away and keeping others away from the path of Allah

Anyway, to stress the importance of keeping one’s words and of standing up to

:performing one’s pledges, which are important in social stability, He declares

, …” And do not make your oaths a means of deceit among you “ 

The reason of it is that there are two main disadvantages attached to it: Firstly, it

causes your firm steps in Faith to be shaky, for once you pledge to do something, and

make an oath, while you do not intend to keep to it, and you repeat such a cycle,
people’s confidence will be eroded and some believers may become weak in their

faith. Such circumstances lead them

to believe that they have stood on firm grounds at first but they have found the

.grounds slippery afterwards
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Another disadvantage stated is that you will feel the dire consequences of such an

act, which is hindering people from the path of Allah, in this world while the Great

:Divine Chastisement awaits you in the Hereafter. The holy verse continues saying

lest any foot might slip after its stability and you should taste evil for that you “… 
, …” hindered (people) from the path of Allah

In fact, breaking of one’s promises and violation of swearing for pledges, on the one

hand, would lead people to be pessimistic and would cause people to abhor the way

of the truth. It will also disintegrate the united front of the people and would lead to

the loss of confidence among them as far as making people lose their interest in

embracing Islam and in case they have made a commitment with you, they would not

feel obligated or obliged to fulfill their promise, which would in turn lead to numerous

complications, defeat and failures in the world. On the other hand, it would bring forth

:the Divine punishment for you in the Hereafter. The verse concludes

.” and for you there will be a great torment “… 

Incidentally, Hadrat Imam Bāqir (a.s.) and Hadrat Imam Sādiq (a.s.) have been quoted

in the following commentaries as saying: “This noble verse is about the ‘mastership’ of

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.), and allegiance with him, and when it was revealed, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) addressing the people, declared: “ Convey your greetings to Ali (a.s.)
as the leader of the believers.” (The commentaries: Furghān, Burhān, Majma‘-ul-

(Bayān and Atyab-ul-Bayān

:The Philosophy of Respect for pledges

We know that the most important capital of a society is the reciprocal confidence of

the individuals with respect to one another. Principally, what causes firm coherence

among the
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members of a society, who are in a disintegrated and separate group of individuals,
thus making them into coherent unity, is this same mutual confidence which backs up

and supports the harmonious activities and cooperation at a broader level in the

.society

Pledging, committing and swearing all stress upon the preservation of this solidarity

and mutual confidence. However, the day when promises are broken one after

another, there will be nothing left out of such public confidence which is a great

investment by itself, and the seemingly-integrated society will be disintegrated into

.individual units which lacks power

It is for this reason that we find repeated and wide-spread talk of keeping of one’s
promises in the Qur’ān as well as in traditions of Islam, the breaking up of which is

.considered as once of the capital sins

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) has made allusions in his command to ‘Malik-i-’Ashtar’ as

to the importance of such issue in Islam and during ‘the Age of Ignorance’, regarding

it as one of the prime importance and the most general issues, emphasizing that even

the pagans had been aware of its significance, sticking to it for they had found out

about the painful consequences of breaking of promises. (Nahj-ul-Balāqah, letter No.
(53

We have it in the Islamic War Commandments that when even one ordinary soldier

gives respite of security to one or a group of the enemy army it must be observed by

.all Muslims

Historians and commentators are of the opinion that among reasons which caused

groups of people to embrace the Great Divine way, was the Muslims’ keeping to their

.promises and having regards for their oaths

This went as far as we read in quotations from Salmān-i-Fārsī (R.A.) who said: “The

extermination of this nation might
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be only brought about because of their breach of treaties.” (See Majma‘-ul-Bayān,
(. under the verse in question

That is, as keeping of one’s promise will bring about power, splendor and progress,
breaking of one’s promises will also result in his weakness, inability and his self-

.annihilation

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  مْکَُّل  رٌْیخَ  وَهُ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  امََّنإِ  لاًیِلقَ  اًنمََث  هَِّللا  دِهْعَِب  اورُتَشْتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 95﴿

And do not sell Allah’s covenant for a meagre price; for verily that which is with . “ 95
.” Allah is better for you, if you only know

:The Occasion of the Revelation

As for the occasion of the revelation of this noble verse and the two consecutive

verses, it has been reported that: a man from among the inhabitants of ‘Hadar-Maut’
came up to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said: O’ Messenger of Allah! I have got a

neighbour called ’Imra’-ul-Qays who has usurped part of my land. Summoning

’Imra’-ul-Qays, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) questioned him about the subject and made him

go through the process of oath taking when he denied everything. As soon as he

stood up to deliver his oath, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), respiting him, reminded him of

thinking about the oath at first and then swearing. The two then returned and it was

then that the verse was revealed. He warned them against the dire consequences of

the wrong and false taking of oaths. When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) recited these two

verses for them, ’Imra’-ul-Qays said: “ It is true. I have usurped part of his land

though I do not know the exact scale of usurpation. Such being the case, he can have

it back, and besides that he may take the equal of it for the use I have made during

the period of usurpation. It was at this time that verse 97 was revealed and gave good

tidings of /hayāt-i-tayyibah/ (good life) for those whose good acts are coupled with

.their faith
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Commentary: verse 95

Following the previous verses in connection with the nasty and evil act of breaking

one’s promise and of lying by oath, this verse stresses the same subject. The only

difference being that the motive for breaking promise and swearing falsely was being

threatened as against the majority in terms of numerical matters, while, in here, the

.issue is the motive of insignificant and scanty material benefits

Therefore, the Holy Qur’ān implies that you should not exchange Allah’s covenant for

an insignificant price; that is, whatever of pricing you name is unmatched and

insignificant in comparison with the worth of one moment in fulfilling the pledges

which you have made with Allah even if all the world were to be given to you. The

:verse says

; …” And do not sell Allah’s covenant for a meagre price “ 

To offer further proofs, the Qur’ān adds implying that whatever is with Allah, is best

for you if you know, that is, if you are aware of the difference between what is right

:and what is wrong. The verse continues saying

.” for verily that which is with Allah is better for you, if you only know “… 

****
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نَوُلمَْعیَ وُناکَ  امَ  نِسَحْاَِب  مهُرَجْأَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنیَزِجْنََلوَ  قٍاَب  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  امَوَ  دُفَنیَ  مْکُدَنعِ  امَ  ﴾ 96﴿

What is with you comes to an end, and what is with Allah will endure, and certainly . “ 96
We will pay those who were (patiently) steadfast a recompense in proportion to the

.” best they used to do

Commentary: verse 96

In this noble verse, the Qur’ān explains the reason for the superiority as such: what is
with you is perishable, but what is with Allah is everlasting and enduring; and those

.who keep their perseverance would be rewarded with the best of what they did

The Qur’ān offers the criterion for the excellence in this verse, saying: What is with

you is ultimately mortal and would perish, whereas what is with Allah will be

everlasting and eternal. Therefore, come and put to use all your capital for Allah and

in His path and for the sake of attaining His consent so that it becomes an example

and a symbol of ‘with Allah’ and consonant with. ‘Whatever is with Allah will last’. The

:verse says

, …” What is with you comes to an end, and what is with Allah will endure “ 

Then the holy verse implies that Allah shall reward them as the best of their acts, all

those who keep their patience and resistance in the process of realization of His

:commandments in the face of oaths and promises. The verse says
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and certainly We will pay those who were (patiently) steadfast a recompense in “… 
.” proportion to the best they used to do

The reason why the term ‘best’ is used in this connection, is that all of a person’s good

deeds are not identical; some are good; some others are better, nevertheless Allah

places all as the best and rewards them accordingly which case is the utmost kind of

.generosity on His part

****

p: 526

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5167 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  نِسَحْاَِب  مهُرَجْأَ  مْهَُّنیَزِجْنََلوَ  هًَب  -ِ یّطَ هًایَحَ  هَُّنیَِیحُْنلَفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  یثَنُا  وْأَ  رٍکَذَ  نِم  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَ  نْمَ  ﴾ 97﴿

Whoever does a righteous deed, whether male or female, and is a believer, We . “ 97
shall certainly give him to live a goodly pure life and, definitely, We will pay them a

.” recompense in proportion to the reward for the best of what they used to do

Commentary: verse 97

A goodly pure life’ is that a person has a restful heart, and a faithful spirit. Such a‘
believer whose insight is furnished by the light of Allah, he will be in composed by the

prayers of the angels, and he will receive the favours of Allah. The people of this kind

.will have neither fear nor grieve

This verse states, as a general rule, that the result of the righteous deeds of every

believer and in any form that they be performed will be rewarded with the best scale

:of good deeds. The verse says

Whoever does a righteous deed, whether male or female, and is a believer, We shall “ 
certainly give him to live a goodly pure life and, definitely, We will pay them a

.” recompense in proportion to the reward for the best of what they used to do

Thus, the criterion here is ‘faith’ and the righteous acts emerged from it, and,
therefore, there is no other condition for it from any point of view: neither from the

.point of race, gender, nor from the point of position, and social rank

Divine way, was the Muslims’ keeping to their promises and having regards for their

.oaths

This went as far as we read in quotations from Salmān-i-Fārsī (R.A.) who said: “The

extermination of this nation might

The Qur’ānic phrase /hayāt-i-tayyibah/ meaning ‘a goodly pure life’ signifies a ‘clean’
;life from every point of view
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clean from all pollutions, cruelties, treasons, hostilities, capturing meanness and all

sorts of anxieties including all of those things which turn the wholesome length of

.one’s life into a disagreeable one

In the end, one infers from this verse that a man without faith and without good

deeds is just regarded as dead. “… and We shall certainly give him to live a goodly

 …” pure life

****
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مِیجَِّرلا نِاطَْیَّشلا  نَِم  هَِّللاِب  ذْعِتَسْافَ  نَاءَرْقُْلا  تَْأرَقَ  اذَإِف  ﴾ 98﴿

So when you recite the Qur’ān, seek refuge with Allah from (the vices of) the . “ 98
.” Satan, the accursed

Commentary: verse 98

This noble verse explains the ways for making use of the Glorious Qur’ān and that

how it ought to be recited, for the fact that the Qur’ān has got a rich content is not

adequate by itself; the obstacles must also be removed from our entire existence, as

well as form the thought and environment of our thought and entity, if we are to

:discover the true meaning of that rich content. Therefore, at first it says

So when you recite the Qur’ān, seek refuge with Allah from (the vices of) the Satan, “ 
.” the accursed

Certainly, the aim is not merely to recite the sentence “I refuge with Allah from (the

vices of) the Satan, the accursed”, but one must turn the term ‘mentioning’ into

‘thinking’ so that this thinking becomes a pre-requisite for the realization of that state

in the self and soul within which man turns to Allah and distances himself from the

whims and violent passions which hinder man’s correct understanding, thus seeking

refuge with Allah at the time of reciting every single verse. This makes it possible for

us to be kept away from the satanical temptations which stand between us and

Allah’s enlivening words. Unless such a state of mind is not achieved, one cannot have

.a true understanding of the facts of the Holy Qur’ān

A Persian poem says: The beauty of our sweetheart is not veiled and covered all over;

dust off yourself so as you may be able to see it. Unless one’s self-hood is not kept

intact from all
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of what is forbidden; one’s heart will not be turned into a mirror for reflecting the

.Divine rays of light

:Explanations

Every good deed might also be accompanied by certain defects, as is the case with . 1
‘glory’ the counter-acting agent of which might be ‘pride’; and ‘serving people’ the

counter-acting of which might be indebtedness. The reciting of the Qur’ān may also

have certain counter-acting factors attached to it, such as exposing of oneself and

exhibitionism, the acquisition of wealth, negative competitions, deceiving people,
wrong understanding, and interpreting it according to one’s own criterion which

serves one’s own purpose against all of which one must safe-guard himself by

.seeking refuge with Allah

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has remarked: “The recitation of the Qur’ān requires three pre-
conditions to be fulfilled: a humble heart, a void body, a vacant situation, which refers

(to a state of mind in which there is no prejudice involved.” (Tafsīr-i-Furqān

Were the Qur’ān to be accompanied by an interpretation, the views of the . 2
Immaculate Imams (a.s.), and were it to be presented to the tender minds, it would

serve as a means of guidance and one’s development, and increasing of one’s faith

and knowledge. As the Qur’ān proclaims: “(O’ Prophet!) And when you recite the

Qur’ān, We place between you and those who do not believe in the Hereafter a

(hidden barrier.” (Sura Al-’Isrā’, No. 17, verse 45

The Islamic quotations indicate that the blessed Prophet (p.b.u.h.) at time of reciting

the Qur’ān, used to recite
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the sentence: ‘I seek refuge with Allah from (the vices of) the Satan, the accursed.” . 1
((Tafsīr-i-Kanz-ud-Daqā’iq

At the end, seeking refuge with Allah implies that a lower-ranking person seeks

refuge with a person of higher echelon to refuge him and to defend him against the

enemy. In the meantime, this process is coupled with expression of humbleness, that

is, one must seek refuge with Allah while reciting the Qur’ān from the satanic

.temptations so that one can remain immune from all errors

The process of seeking refuge in Allah is a recommended act while one is reciting the

.Qur’ān, whether be it at the prayer times or at other times

****
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نَوُلَّکوَتَیَ مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ یلَعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  نٌاطَْلسُ  هَُل  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  ﴾ 99﴿

.” Verily, there is no authority for him over those who believe and rely on their Lord . “ 99

Commentary: verse 99

One’s faith serves as a citadel which protects man from all kinds of vulnerabilities.
Therefore, the Satan has no control over those who believe in Allah and trust Him.

:That is, he cannot compel them to be pagans and to commit sins. The verse says

.” Verily, there is no authority for him over those who believe and rely on their Lord “ 

:Traditions

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “Rely on Allah, Glory be to Him, since He has . 1
(.” guaranteed the sufficiency of those who rely (on Him

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “He who trusts in Allah, He will suffice him and . 2
(make him independent.” (Mu‘jam Qurar, vol. 3, p. 3167

****
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نَوکُرِشُْم هِِب  مهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هَُنوَّْلوَتَیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  هُُناطَْلسُ  امََّنإِ  ﴾ 100﴿

His authority is only over those who befriend him, (following him), and those who . “ 100
.” associate others with Him

Commentary: verse 100

Real monotheists are insured. However, he who looks for other than Allah can receive

and is liable to receive wrong influences. Thus, in this noble verse, the Qur’ān declares

that the Satan’s domination extends over only all those who admire him and his

.leadership, and they have selected him as to supervise and guide them

The Satan also has a domineering role for those who have placed him as a partner for

Allah in obeying and in serving him, and those who consider his commandments as a
:‘must’ instead of the commandments of Allah. The holy verse says

His authority is only over those who befriend him, (following him), and those who “ 
.” associate others with Him

Thus, the Satanically domination over men is not a compulsory and an unconscious

matter. On the other hand, it is human beings who pave the way for Satan’s entry into

.their realm of life

****
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Section 14:Qur’ān brought down by the Holy Spirit

Point

The Qur’ān supersedes all previous scriptures – Doubts of the disbelievers about the

Qur’ān – Qur’ān was brought down by Holy Spirit – Hiding the faith under unavoidable

pressure but maintaining it at heart – Those who migrate and endeavour in the way

.of Allah, will be entitled to pardon of their past sins

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُرُثَکْأَ لاَ  لَْب  رٍتَْفُم  تَنأَ  آمََّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  ِ لُ  زّنَُی امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  هَُّللاوَ  هٍیَاءَ  نَاکََّم  هًیَاءَ  آنَْلَّدَب  اذَإِو  ﴾ 101﴿

And when We exchange a verse in the place of another verse, and Allah is well . “ 101
aware of what He sends down, they say: ‘You are only a forger.’ Nay, most of them do

.” not know

:The Occasion of the Revelation

Ibn-i-‘Abbās says: The pretext seeking pagans used to claim that Muhammad

(p.b.u.h.) had made an object of ridicule out of his companions, whenever a verse was

revealed and contained some harsh commandments in it and at other time another

verse was revealed and a more lenient decree was involved in it, they used to say:
Today he decrees one thing while tomorrow he forbids that same order, all of which

exhibits the fact that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) claims everything by himself and not from

the sphere of Allah. It was at this time that the verse was revealed and provided them

.with the appropriate answer
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Commentary: verse 101

This verse explains the objections which the pagans had with regard to the Divine

verses. Firstly, the Holy Qur’ān implies that when Allah (s.w.t.) converts a verse into

another one (thus abrogating a decree), that is, He replaces one verse with another

one, pagans say: You are involved in accusations. However, most of them do not

know the truth, for Allah is knowledgeable about the commandments which He sends.
Therefore, He sends orders according to those circumstances which are required.

:The verse says

And when We exchange a verse in the place of another verse, and Allah is well “ 
aware of what He sends down, they say: ‘You are only a forger.’ Nay, most of them do

.” not know

They do not know that the Qur’ān is seeking to set up the human society which is

pioneering in every respect and with a superior kind of spirituality. Despite all these, it
is obvious that this Divine prescription sometimes required some changes and

.conversions from the side of Allah

Certainly, they are unaware of these facts and know nothing about the conditions

which have brought about the revelation of the Holy Qur’ān, otherwise, they knew

that the discarding of certain commandments and verses of the Qur’ān is a pre-
determined well-calculated and exact procedure of Islam for educational purposes

without which the ultimate attainment of the evolutionary process can not be

achieved and can not be regarded as reasons allegedly for contradictory statements

by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or false accusations to Allah: “Nay, most of them do not

know.” Nevertheless, most of them do not know that this abrogation is done by Him

alone or they are unaware that such a process is allowed, or what is the reason that a
.commandment alters
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:Explanations

Sometimes a physician changes his prescription for his patient. This kind of change . 1
is found in the verses and commandments by the Wise, the Omniscient, which is

’. called ‘abrogation

The religion has got two sets of rules: constant and changeable, both of which cases . 2
.are ordained by Him

.Certainly, all the Divine rules are holding true at their own time and conditions . 3

The changes of the Divine rules are not the signs of skepticism or regret, or because . 4
of scientific development, or experimental development and, finally, due to the

weaknesses in the legislation system. On the contrary, they exhibit the fact that they

are caused by precautionary measures taken and wisdom, as well as having the

.environmental conditions in mind. Allah knows

****
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نَیمِِلسْمُْلِل يرَشُْبوَ  يدًهُوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  ِ-تَ  بّثَُیِل   ِ قّحَْلاِب ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  سِدُقُْلا  حُورُ  هَُلَّزَن  لُْق  ﴾ 102﴿

Say: ‘The Holy Spirit has brought it down (unto you) from your Lord with the . “ 102
truth, in order to confirm those who believe, and to be a guidance and good news for

’.” the Muslims

Commentary: verse 102

This noble verse, following the course set by the previous issue, emphasizes on

:ordering the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to do as follows

, …” Say: ‘The Holy Spirit has brought it down (unto you) from your Lord with the truth “ 

The ‘Holy Spirit’ or ‘Rūh-ul-Ghudus’, mentioned here, is the same messenger of the

Divine revelations or ‘Gabriel, the Confident’. It is he who upon the Divine command

reveals the verses to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), whether they are abrogative or

.abrogated, they are verses which are all with the truth and are for the training of Man

It is for this reason that following it the Qur’ān proclaims in implication that the aim is
to enable the believers to stand on firmer grounds in their course of action and to

:provide guidance and good news for the general Muslims. The verse continues saying

in order to confirm those who believe, and to be a guidance and good news for the “… 
’.” Muslims

Anyway, in order to strengthen the people’s power of faith and to cover the road to

guidance and good news, sometimes, there is no other means provided except short-
term schedules
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and temporary programs which will later be replaced by final and constant

procedures. Such is the way which constitutes the secret of the existence of the

.‘abrogative’ and the ‘abrogated’ in the Divine verses

In the final analysis, the alterations introduced in the entire content of the Qur’ān, as

well as each of the rules, are authentic in their own particular circumstances are right,
and the pre-condition for receiving guidance and good news is having a healthy spirit

.and being submitted

Incidentally, concerning the revelation of the Qur’ān both the Qur’ānic phrase

/’anzalnā/ has been employed in the course of the revelation as in “We have sent it

down by the Grand Night”(1), and “We have sent it down gradually in portions.”(2) It is
because the Qur’ān has got two methods of revelation: one is when it has been

instantly revealed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) on the Night of ‘Qadr’. The other method is
(the one which has been gradually achieved and revealed in the course of 23 years.(3

The difference between the Arabic term /tanzīl/ and /’inzāl/ is that the former implies

‘bring down gradually’ and the latter means ‘bringing down all at once’. This

difference, which is seen in the verses of the Qur’ān, can be taken as an indication to

.the above kinds of descent

****
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نٌیِبُم ٌّیِبرَعَ  نٌاسَِل  اذَهَوَ  ٌّیمِجَعْأَ  هِْیَلإِ  نَودُحِْلُی  يذَِّلا  نُاسَ  رٌشََب لِّ- هُُم  -ِ لّعَُی امََّنإِ  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْهَُّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 103﴿

And certainly We know that they say: ‘Only a mortal teaches him’. The language . “ 103
.” of him at whom they hint is outlandish, while this (Qur’ān) is clear Arabic

Commentary: verse 103

It seems apparently there was a non-Arab person living in Mecca and the pagans

accused the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of receiving the Qur’ānic instructions from him

and he ascribed them to Allah, while one may raise the issue as how could a person

teach the other if they did not know each other’s language? And how is it that no one

claimed at that time that he had been the instructor of the Prophet? And how is it that

the words which were revealed in the course of 23 years and under various

circumstances did not contradict one another? And why is it that the said instructor

himself did not claim to be a prophet himself? And how is it that no one has answered

the challenge of the Qur’ān that were even one Sura to be produced by anyone, the

Qur’ān would take its claim back? And how is it that words uttered during the ‘Age of

Ignorance’ have not been even partially discovered and their secrets revealed by the

scientists even to-day? And how is it that a Book, a Sura of which has not even been

produced by the dissident Arabs, could have been brought forward and taught by a
?non-Arab

At any rate, this noble verse refers indirectly and in a correct way to the pretexts for

accusations set forth by the opponents to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam, saying that

Allah
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knows that they claim a man instructs these verses to him. The Holy Qur’ān

obliterates all these unfounded and groundless accusations and claims with a decisive

response, implying that they are heedless of the fact that: the language of him to

whom they ascribe the Qur’ān is not Arabic, while this Qur’ān is revealed through the

:Arabic language which is eloquent and explicit. The verse says

And certainly We know that they say: ‘Only a mortal teaches him’. The language of “ 
.” him at whom they hint is outlandish, while this (Qur’ān) is clear Arabic

One can infer from this verse that the miracle performed by the Qur’ān is not confined

to its content. On the contrary, the words employed by the Qur’ān are also reaching

the heights of miracle, while attraction, sweetness, and particular harmony are to be

.found in its words and structural forms of sentences are beyond the power of men

To sum up, the Arabic term /yalhadūn/ is derived from /’ilhād/ which signifies deviation

of the right toward what is wrong, and sometimes it refers to all kinds of deviation. In

this context, it alludes to the fact that professional accusers and liars sought to

ascribe the Qur’ān to a man and considered him to be the teacher of the Prophet

.(. (p.b.u.h

The Qur’ānic terms /’i‘jām/ and /‘ajmah/ originally means ambiguity and /’a‘jamī/
refers to the person who has shortcoming in his expression, whether an Arab or a

non-Arab. As the Arabs were faced with lack of information from the part of non-
/. Arabs, they used to call others as /‘ajam

****
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مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  هَُّللا  مُهِیدِهْیَ  هَِّللا لاَ  تِایَاَِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 104﴿

Verily, those who do not believe in the signs of Allah, Allah will not guide them . “ 104
.” and they will have a painful punishment

Commentary: verse 104

With a threatening tone, the Qur’ān deals in this verse with the fact that such

accusations and deviations are all caused by their lack of faith which has penetrated

.all their selves

 …” Verily, those who do not believe in the signs of Allah, Allah will not guide them “ 

That is, they will be lead neither to the right path, nor to the road leading to Paradise

and eternal happiness, and a painful chastisement awaits them. For they are so

entangled with fanaticism, obstinacy and hostility when facing the truth that they

have lost the eligibility of being guided, and they are not prepared but for a painful

:punishment. The verse continues saying

.” and they will have a painful punishment “… 

It is for this reason that those, whom Allah knows not to be believers, are not guided

.by Him. That is, His grace does not involve them and they would be left to their own

****
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نَوُبذِاکَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاَِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  بَذِکَْلا  يرِتَْفیَ  امََّنإِ  ﴾ 105﴿

Only they forge falsehood who do not believe in Allah’s signs, and they . “ 105
.” themselves are liars

Commentary: verse 105

In the last two verses, the pagans used to claim among their accusations to the

blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that these verses were taught to him by a man and he falsely

.ascribed them to Allah

In answer to them the Qur’ān, through previous verse, implied that that man is not an

Arab instructor; furthermore, Allah will not teach all of the Qur’ānic sciences to a

pagan. Now, it implies in this verse that: The prophet is not the one who ascribes the

words of others to Allah; this is the job of those who are not believers. Thus the

:Qur’ān says

Only they forge falsehood who do not believe in Allah’s signs and they themselves “ 
.” are liars

And what a lie is greater than accusing men of the truth, and causing other obstacles

?to stand in the path of them and those who are thirsty for the truth

The above verse is one of the shaking verses which concern the ugliness of falsehood.
.It equates liars with the pagans and with those who reject the Divine verses

In principle, there is a great deal of importance attached to the issue of telling the

truth and campaigning against lying and falsehood in Islamic teachings in so far as

lying has been equated with the key to all sins, and telling the truth as the bill or the

.ticket to enter the Paradise
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The blissful Qur’ān proclaims: “And if he had fabricated against Us some of the

sayings,” “Then We would certainly have cut off his aorta.” (Sura Al-Haqqah, No. 69,
(verses 44 and 46

In Tafsīr-i-Durr-ul-Manthūr and Al-Mīzān, it has been quoted from the blissful

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that a believer may be involved in fornication or in theft, but he will

.never tell lies. Then he recited this verse

Ali (a.s.) says: “Telling lie is disgrace in the world and will cause the punishment of Fire

(in the Hereafter.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 2, p. 31

And also, Imam ‘Askarī (a.s.) proclaims: “All evil and nasty things are placed in a room,
(the key to which is ‘telling lies’.” (Bihār, vol. 69, p. 263

In another quotation from Ali (a.s.) we read: “One can not be blessed with faith unless

he abandons lying whether it is in the form of a joke or is seriously said.” (Bihār, vol. 72,
(p. 249, and Ad-Durrat-ul-Bāhirah, p. 43

****
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مْهَُلوَ هَِّللا  نَِم  بٌضَغَ  مْهِْیلَعَفَ  اًردْصَ  رِْفکُْلاِب  حَرَشـَ  نَّم  نکَِلوَ  نِامَیلإِاِب  ٌّنِئمَطُْم  هُُبْلقَوَ  هَرِکُْا  نْمَ  َّلاإِ  هِِنامَیإِ  دِْـعَب  نِم  هَِّللاِب  رَفَکَ  نمَ  ﴾ 106﴿

مٌیظِعَ بٌاذَعَ 

He who disbelieves in Allah after believing in Him; not he who has been . “ 106
compelled, while his heart is still content with the faith, but he who opens (his) breast

to disbelief, upon them shall rest wrath from Allah and for them shall be a great

.” chastisement

Commentary: verse 106

In the early days of Islam, the pagans of Mecca martyred the parents of ‘Ammār

Yāsir, a true believer, while torturing them for embracing Islam. As soon as it was

‘Ammār’s turn to be tortured, he declared those words which the pagans wanted him

to utter and saved his life. ‘Ammār was then blamed for having abandoned Islam by

some persons. He called on the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) while crying. The Prophet

caressed him, saying: “If your life is at stake again, utter these words and save

yourself; you are faithful all over.” (Tafsīr Qurtubī, Sāfī, Burhān and Majma‘-ul-Bayān

(and the books of Muslim scholars concerning the issue of concealing of faith

This procedure is called /taqqiyah/ in Islam which requires certain rules. However, we

must know that there are certain cases of ‘Taqiyyah’. At times, it is compulsory while

at other times, one must stand up to the end and utter his words, and not engage in
Taqiyyah, like what the sorcerers of Pharaoh did. They embraced the faith as soon as

they noticed the miracle of Moses (a.s.) not fearing the threats of Pharaoh and telling

him to do what he wanted, and that they would not
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abandon their faith. Pharaoh martyred them all, the resistance of whom has been

.praised by the Qur’ān

Certainly, the act of Taqiyyah (concealing of faith) is not a sign of excommunication,
weakness, fear, retreat, loss of faith, and submission. On the contrary, it is a kind of

cover-up and a strategy for the preservation of powers and programs. In Islamic

quotations, it has been likened to a shield and ‘guarding’ against ‘something’ and

‘boundaries’. Thus, in this noble verse, the Qur’ān implies that he who disbelieves in
Allah and abandons Islam, embracing paganism will be entangled with Allah’s outrage

and there is a great punishment awaiting him; unless he is compelled to utter words

of blasphemy while feeling heartily in a different way, in which case, he will not be

:held responsible. The verse says

He who disbelieves in Allah after believing in Him; not he who has been compelled, “ 
while his heart is still content with the faith, but he who opens (his) breast to disbelief,

upon them shall rest wrath from Allah and for them

.” shall be a great chastisement

In fact, there are here allusions made to two groups of people who turn their back to

Islam after embracing it. The first group are those who become entangled with

illogical enemies under whose pressure and torture, they declare their apostasy with

Islam and their loyalty in paganism, while whatever they proclaim is with their tongue

and they are heartily faithful. Such a group is certainly pardoned. However we must

note that they have not committed any sin to start with. This is an example of allowed

‘Taqyyah’ which has been permissible for the sake of the protection of lives and for

.the conservation of powers for further services to the causes of Allah and of Islam
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The second group consists of those who truly leave their ‘selves’ to paganism and

disbelief and change their ideological system of thought altogether. Such people are

both targeted by Allah’s wrath and His great chastisement, for such an act causes the

disintegration of the Islamic society, thus constituting some kind of revolt against the

Islamic government. Such an act is often a source of evil intentions and causes the

.secrets of Islamic society to fall into the hands of the enemies

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  هََّللا لاَ  َّنأَوَ  هِرَخِلاَا  یلَعَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  اوُّبحَتَسْا  مُهَُّناَِب  کَِلذَ  ﴾ 107﴿

That (Divine wrath) is because they have preferred the worldly life over the . “ 107
.Hereafter, and definitely Allah does not guide the infidel people

Commentary: verse 107

Sticking to the material world and giving preference to it over the Hereafter paves the

ground for one’s loss of faith and one’s entanglement with the Divine punishment.
:Therefore, the causes for their apostasy are cited in this holy verse as follows

That (Divine wrath) is because they have preferred the worldly life over the “ 
, …” Hereafter

It is for this reason that they take once again the path to paganism, and Allah does not

lead the pagan group who insist on rejection and blasphemy. The verse continues

:saying

.and definitely Allah does not guide the infidel people “… 

To sum up, once they embraced Islam, some of their material benefits were being

jeopardized and as they loved the worldly life they regretted having embraced the

.faith and once again, they returned to paganism

It is obvious that such a group, who are not attracted in the faith from within their

selves, will not be covered in the Divine guidance, for the love of worldly life, welfare-
loving sense, and giving its priority to the Hereafter pave the way for the abandoning

of one’s faith, the growth of apostasy, and, consequently, entanglement in the Divine

.outrage

****
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نَوُلِفاغَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْاوَ  مْهِرِاصَْبأَوَ  مْهِعِمْسَوَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  عَبَطَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوُْا  ﴾ 108﴿

They are those on whose hearts, and their ears and eyes Allah has set a seal, . “ 108
.” and these are the heedless ones

Commentary: verse 108

The rationale for not guiding them has been explained in this holy verse. It implies

that they are the ones on whose hearts, ears and eyes Allah has set a seal in so far as

:they are deprived of seeing, hearing and understanding the truth. The verse says

, …” They are those on whose hearts, and their ears and eyes Allah has set a seal “ 

It is evident that such people, losing all of the tools for their cognition, are the true

inconsiderate ones, because their offensive acts and kinds of sin have left some

wrong and evil impacts on their sense of understanding which eventually leads them

:to be obstructed from grasping all facts. The holy verse concludes

.” and these are the heedless ones “… 

****
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نَورُسِاخَْلا مُهُ  هِرَخِلاَا  یِف  مْهَُّنأَ  مَرَجَ  لاَ  ﴾ 109﴿

.” Undoubtedly, they are the losers in the Hereafter . “ 109

Commentary: verse 109

He who deliberately prefers the world to the Hereafter, on the Reckoning Day he will

.realize that he is of the losers and he has vainly lost the capital of his growth

The consequences of the work of such people have been depicted in this noble verse,
:as

.” Undoubtedly, they are the losers in the Hereafter “ 

They are definitely and unequivocally the losers in the Hereafter. What kind of a loss

may be worse than this that man remains heedless of all the necessary potentialities

for his own guidance and eternal happiness and loses all of those merits because of

!his whimsical desire

****
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مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغََل  اهَدِْعَب  نِم  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  اورُبَصَوَ  اودُهَاجَ  َّمُث  اوُنِتُف  امَ  دِْعَب  نِم  اورُجَاهَ  نَیذَِّلِل  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  َّمُث  ﴾ 110﴿

Definitely, your Lord unto those who have migrated after being persecuted, then . “ 110
they struggled and patiently persevered; verily your Lord, after that, is forgiving

.” Merciful

Commentary: verse 110

Looking through the previous verses, we find that Muslims were categorized into

:several groups

The group who lost their lives while being tortured by the pagans and did not utter a . 1
.single blasphemous word; such as the parents of ‘Ammār

.The group who had heartily faith but they engaged in simulation, like ‘Ammār . 2

.The group who did apostate, so to speak, after becoming believers . 3

The group who sought to preserve the faith when entangled in rebellions, and . 4
deviations, by going on exodus and fighting a holy war, while they persevered

.patiently, repented and protected their faith

There is another group, referred to in this verse, which consists of those who have

been cheated and are placed between the abovementioned two groups, i.e., those

who uttered blasphemous words in the form of ‘Taqyyah’ (simulation), and those who

returned to paganism whole-heartedly. This verse, referring to such people states

implying that Allah is forgiving and merciful towards those who returned to their faith

after being cheated and went on exodus
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or took part in a Holy War, resisting all kinds of pressure in Allah’s path. They are all

:covered by His grace. The verse says

Definitely, your Lord unto those who have migrated after being persecuted, then “ 
they struggled and Patiently persevered; verily your Lord, after that, is forgiving

.” Merciful

Incidentally, this holy verse provides clear evidence for the acceptance of the

’. repentance of the ‘nationally apostate

:Certainly, apostate is of two categories

The ‘innate apostate’ which refers to the person who is born of Muslim parents and, . 1
after embracing Islam, has returned to paganism. His punishment consists of being

executed and his wealth confiscated while his repentance is not accepted for the

blows which have been stricken to the Islamic society and against the creed of people

.by his apostasy

As for the second category which consists of ‘nationally apostate’ and which refers . 2
to the one who is born of non-Muslim parents at the time of the coagulation of his

sperm, then he has become a convert into Islam and, later, he has again become a
.pagan. The repentance of such a person is acceptable

****
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Section 15:Every soul shall be paid in full what it has earned

Point

Every soul shall be recompensed in full for what all it has earned – To eat only the

clean and good things allowed – Prohibited food – Forgiveness only for those who

.repent and amend

نَومُلَظُْی مْهُوُ لاَ  تْلَمِعَ  اَّم  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  یَّفوَُتوَ  اهَسِْفَّن  نعَ  لُدِاجَُت  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  یِتأْتَ  مَوْیَ  ﴾ 111﴿

The day (that) everyone will come disputing in his own behalf; and everyone will . “ 111
.” be rewarded in full (for) what he has done, and they will not be dealt with unjustly

Commentary: verse 111

The resurrection scene is so dangerous that the culprit and the sinful utter something

at every moment. Sometimes, he says: “Swearing to Allah, we were not pagans.” At

other times, he says: “It was they who misled us.” Sometimes he says: “ if you were

.” not there, we would be believers

Ultimately, this noble verse expresses as a general warning, implying: Remember the

day when every one is thinking only about himself and stands up only to defend

:himself so that he can relieve himself from the painful punishment. The verse says

; …” The day (that) everyone will come disputing in his own behalf “ 

However, this struggle of theirs is entirely useless as the consequences of every

body’s action will be made available to him and they will not be oppressed. The verse

:says

and everyone will be rewarded in full (for) what he has done, and they will not be “… 
.” dealt with unjustly
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عِوجُْلا سَابَِل  هَُّللا  اهَقَاذَاَفَ  هَِّللا  مِعُْناَِب  تْرَفَکَفَ  نٍاکَمَ    ِ لّکـُ نِم  اًدغـَرَ  اهـَُقزْرِ  اهـَیِتأْیَ  هًَّنِئمَطُّْم  هًنَِماءَ  تَْناکـَ  هًیَرْقَ  ًـلاثَمَ  هَُّللا  بَرَضـَوَ  ﴾ 112﴿

نَوعُنَصْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  فِوْخَْلاوَ 

And Allah sets forth a parable: a township that was secure, at rest, its . “ 112
sustenance coming to it in abundance from every side; then it was ungrateful for the

favours of Allah. So Allah made it taste the garment of hunger and of fear because of

.” what they used to do

Commentary: verse 112

Those who became ungrateful and were entangled. We have repeatedly said that this

noble Sura is the ‘Sura of blessings’, whether spiritual and material. We note the

consequences of ungratefulness of the Divine blessings in the form of an objective

.allegory in this verse

At first, the Qur’ān implies that Allah sets forth a parable for those who are

ungrateful; a developed area which enjoyed utmost safety and security. It was such

that its inhabitants were confident in their life and were never compelled to go on an

exodus or emigrate. In addition to its blessings concerning safety and security, its

means of sustenance were also coming to it from all places in abundance. However,
the inhabitants of that village ultimately became ungrateful for the blessings, and

Allah inflicted hunger and fear upon them so as to punish them for their deeds. The

:verse says

And Allah sets forth a parable: a township that was secure, at rest, its sustenance “ 
coming to it in abundance from every side; then it was ungrateful for the favours of
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Allah. So Allah made it taste the garment of hunger and of fear because of what they

.” used to do

Indeed, as the safety and security as well as welfare had covered them from the

.onset, in the end those blessings were replaced by poverty and insecurity

:Point to Remember

Allusions made here to the term ‘garment’ in the cases of ‘hunger’ and ‘fear’ probably

reflects the fact that the two serve as clothing, covering them all over, as is the case

with the term ‘tasting’ which refers to the pangs of hunger and fear felt deeply within

.their selves

****
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نَومُِلاظَ مْهُوَ  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُذَخَاَفَ  هُوُبَّذکَفَ  مْهُْنِم  لٌوسُرَ  مْهُءَآجَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 113﴿

And certainly there came to them a messenger from amongst them, but they . “ 113
.” rejected him; so the punishment overtook them while they were unjust

Commentary: verse 113

This blissful verse, following the previous one, suggests that: The ungrateful people

not only showed ingratitude due to the material blessings but they also rejected and

denounced the most important spiritual blessing which was ever conferred upon

them by Allah, that is, the Divine prophets as well, the consequence of which was the

Divine punishment that covered them all over in the midst of their oppression. The

:verse, pointing to this meaning, says

And certainly there came to them a messenger from amongst them, but they “ 
.” rejected him; so the punishment overtook them while they were unjust

****
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هَِّللا تَمَْعِن  اورُکُشْاوَ  اًب  -ِ یّطَ لاًلاَحَ  هَُّللا  مُکُقَزَرَ  اَّمِم  اوُلکُفَ  ﴾ 114﴿

نَودُُبْعتَ هُاَّیإِ  مُتنکُ  نإِ 

Therefore, eat out of what Allah has provided for you, lawful and good, and give . “ 114
.” you thanks for Allah’s bounty if (only) Him do you worship

Commentary: verse 114

Islam only allows one to eat what is both ‘clean’ and ‘allowed by the religion’. Those

things such as wine and pork are forbidden in Islam, for they are inherently nasty and

unclean, as well as those eating stuffs which are bought with usurped money even if
they are ‘clean’ by themselves. They are bought in exchange for the money which

.does not belong to the person himself, thus they are unlawful and forbidden

Now that being ingratitude towards the divine favours and their rejection of the

prophets will lead to the Divine outrage and punishment, therefore, instead of

ungratefulness and infidelity, we should always necessarily benefit from the allowed

favors and consume them in the ‘allowed way’, remaining thankful to Him if we truly

:worship Him. The noble verse says

Therefore, eat out of what Allah has provided for you, lawful and good, and give you “ 
.” thanks for Allah’s bounty if (only) Him do you worship

This verse, as well as the previous one, probably refers to a group of the Children of

Israel who used to live in a developed region and were caught in the entanglement of

.famine and insecurity because of their ingratitude for the blessings
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The proof for this claim is provided by a ‘tradition’ which has been quoted from Imām

Sādiq (a.s.) who declared: “A group of the Children of Israel used to enjoy such an

affluent life that they used to build small statues out of the food-stuffs and, at times,
they used to clean their bodies with them. Consequently, they were led to the point

where they were compelled to eat out of those spoiled unclean food-stuffs, which is
the case that Allah referred to in the Qur’ān, saying: “And Allah sets forth a parable: a

(township that was secure, at rest, …” (The current Sura, verse 112

This parable serves as a warning to all those individuals and nations which are

encompassed fully by the Divine blessings so that they may abstain from any kinds of

wasteful prodigality, extravagance, and spoiling of the blessings which would lead to

certain heavy compensation from their part. This example also serves as a warning to

those who throw away half of their additional meal to the dustbins, while at the same

time, it serves as a warning to those who hoard the food-stuffs in their houses

storage area for their personal consumption and for selling them at a dearer price

.whereas, they become spoiled and become out of use

Nevertheless, despite knowing this, they are not ready to make them available to

.others at a cheaper rate

Certainly, all of such acts are punishable by the Divine Will, the least punishment of

.which is withholding of such blessings by Allah

And a comprehensive religion has also got comprehensive and all-encompassing

rules and regulations. It has got a set of rules for both the ‘apparent cleanliness’ of

things which are pre-requisites for their consumption, as well as their inherent and

’. ‘legal cleanliness

****
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مََّدلاوَ هَتَْیمَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  مََّرحَ  امََّنإِ  ﴾ 115﴿

مٌیحِرَرٌوفُغَ هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  دٍاعَ  لاَوَ  غٍاَب  رَْیغَ  َّرطُضْا  نِمَفَ  هِِب  هَِّللا  رِْیغَِل  َّلهُِا  آمَوَ  رِیزِنخِْلا  مَحَْلوَ 

Verily He has forbidden for you only carrion, blood, swine flesh, and whatever . “ 115
has other (name), than Allah’s, been invoked upon it. But whoever is forced (to eat

them by necessity), not desiring, nor (willfully) transgressing (the limit), then Allah is

.” Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 115

As the previous holy verses dealt with the good Divine blessings and the gratitude

which is due and outstanding for them, this verse refers to the truly forbidden cases

of blessings and the untrue forbidden ones which had been brought about in the

religion of Allah through innovation owning to certain heretical views, all of which is

:done to complement the circle. Firstly, the Qur’ān says

Verily He has forbidden for you only carrion, blood, swine flesh, and whatever has “ 
. …” other (name), than Allah’s, been invoked upon it

However, the infection generated by the first three cases nowadays is not unknown

to the public today. The corpses of animals are the sources of all kinds of microbes,
and one’s blood is more prone to the activities of the microbes than other parts of the

.body, while pork is a factor in itself for several dangerous diseases

As for those animals which are slaughtered in the names of other than ‘Allah’, their

philosophy for being forbidden does not concern sanitary reasons, but there are

ethical and spiritual considerations involved, for, on the one hand, they constitute a
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campaign against paganism and the worshipping of the idols and, on the other hand,
they form the basis for focusing one’s attention to the Almighty, the Creator of such

.blessings

Incidentally, summing up the content of this verse and the following verses, we can

infer this point that Islam opts for moderation with regard to the consumption of

meat. It neither rejects this source of nutrition altogether as in the case of

vegetarians; nor does it commend it outright in the case of the people of the Age of

Ignorance or in the case of some of our so-called civilized contemporaries who

approve of all kinds of meat (including even the meat of crocodiles and crabs as well

(. as worms

In conclusion, as is the case with the Qur’ānic method in many aspects, it explains the

exceptional circumstances, saying that but those who are obliged (that is, they are

required to eat certain forbidden meat to stay alive while in danger in a desert) if they

do not exceed the limits in eating, Allah will forgive them for He is Compassionate and

:Merciful. The verse says

But whoever is forced (to eat them by necessity), not desiring, nor (willfully) “… 
.” transgressing (the limit), then Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

:Explanations

The contents of this noble verse are also repeated in Suras of Al-’An‘ām and An- . 1
Nahl, which are Meccan, and in Suras of Al-Baqarah and Al-Mā’idah which are

.Medinan

The Arabic term /’ihlāl/, derived from /hilāl/ means raising one’s voice when seeing . 2
the crescent of the moon. As the pagans, when slaughtering animals, used to invoke

/. the name of the idols with a loud voice, this action of theirs has been termed /’ihlāl
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Certain foodstuffs have been banned in this verse, but they are not confined to . 3
these only. On the contrary, there are certain other cases named by the blissful

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which we must take into consideration according to the

.recommendation of the Qur’ān itself

Banning certain things are only in His Own authority and no one is entitled to ban or . 4
to make lawful (halāl) anything by himself or on the basis of superstitions and

.hallucinations

The rationale for banning certain foodstuffs is not based solely on the sanitation . 5
and material issues; but, distancing oneself from the spiritual vices, like paganism, is

.also another criterion

****
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هَِّللا یلَعَ  نَورُتَْـفیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  بَذِکـَْلا  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  اورُتَْـفتَ  مٌارَحَ لِّ- اذَهـَوَ  لٌَـلاحَ  اذَهـَ  بَذِکـَْلا  مُکُُتنَسـِْلأَ  فُصِتَ  امـَِل  اوُلوقُتَ  ـَلاوَ  ﴾ 116﴿

نَوحُِلْفُی بَذِکَْلا لاَ 

مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  لٌیِلقَ  عٌاتَمَ  ﴾ 117﴿

And do not utter whatever lie your tongues describe (saying): ‘This is lawful and . “ 116
this is forbidden’ in order to forge falsehood against Allah. Verily those who forge

.” falsehood against Allah will not prosper

A brief enjoyment (will be theirs) while for them is a painful punishment (in . “ 117
(.” Hereafter

Commentary: verses 116-117

These two noble verses condemn whatever analysis or bans which are not based on

the Divine law, considering it to be attributing false words to Allah in order to arrive at

.the insignificant petty worldly goods

Therefore, this verse describes explicitly the issue which the pagans had raised with

regard to their baseless bans which were already implicitly discussed, saying: Stop

saying such a thing is allowed and the other one is forbidden by religion, charging

:Allah with false accusations. The verse says

And do not utter whatever lie your tongues describe (saying): ‘This is lawful and this “ 
. …” is forbidden’ in order to forge falsehood against Allah

That is, this is a clear lie which has only been uttered by your mouth. You falsely ban

certain things and forbid certain other things by yourselves. Allusion is here being

made to the four-footed animals some of which were marked as allowed while others

were considered as forbidden by them, and others
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four-footed animals some of which were marked as allowed while others were

considered as forbidden by them, and others were allocated to the idols. Has Allah

entitled you to legislate in such a way? Or else, your superstitious beliefs and blind

?obedience have led you to hold such innovations

:To issue a serious warning, the Qur’ān declares at the end of the verse

.” Verily those who forge falsehood against Allah will not prosper “… 

In principle, lying and false accusations and allegations are the sources of misfortune

and of not being salvaged, no matter who is concerned, lest the one in question

.should be Allah, the Almighty

Thus, in the second holy verse, He explains the reasons for the lack of salvation as: It

is a meagre advantage which is allocated to them in this world, while they must be

:prepared for a painful punishment which is awaiting them. The verse says

A brief enjoyment (will be theirs) while for them is a painful punishment (in “ 
(.” Hereafter

As for the meagre advantage referred to might be an allusion to the dead animals in
the wombs which they regarded as ‘allowed’ (Halal) and the meat of which was used

.by them

At any rate, to exceed the limits of what is ‘allowed’ or ‘forbidden’ will be followed by

.both the wretchedness of this world and the painful punishment of the Hereafter

****
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نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُنأَ  اوُناکَ  نکَِلوَ  مْهُانَمْلَظَ  امَوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  کَْیلَعَ  انَصْصَقَ  امَ  انَْمَّرحَ  اودُاهَ  نَیذَِّلا  یلعَوَ  ﴾ 118﴿

And for those who were Jews, We prohibited what We have already related to . “ 118
.you. And We did them no injustice, but they were unjust to themselves

Commentary: verse 118

A question may be raised in here as to why, besides the above-mentioned four things,
other forbidden things from animals were also prohibited for the Jewish nation? This

:verse, dealing apparently with this issue, proclaims

.And for those who were Jews, We prohibited what We have already related to you “ 
…”

Here is allusion made to verse 146 of Sura Al-An‘ām which implies that Allah prohibited

every nailed animal for the Jews (allusion is here made to those animals like horses

which possess single all-spreading bars in their palm of their feet such as horse), and

Allah prohibited them from eating the fat of cows and sheep except all the fat which

they carry on their back, or that which is found in-between their stomach intestines,
their lateral sides or is mixed with their bones. Allah did that for the punishment of

(their cruel behavior and He is true.(1

p: 563

This verse (146) in the Qur’ān says: “And those who were Jews We forbade every - 1
(animal) having claws, and of oxen and sheep unto them the fat of both, save what is
upon their backs or the entrails or what is mixed with bones. This (prohibition) We

.” recompensed them for their rebellion, and verily we are truthful

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5204 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_563_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


In fact, such prohibitions, which are additional, are for the sake of punishing the Jews

:in exchange for their cruelties. Thus, He adds at the end of the verse saying

.And We did them no injustice, but they were unjust to themselves “… 

There are two sorts of prohibitions in Islam: One is permanent and is for all people;

the other one is temporary prohibitions which are concerned with a selected group,
like the group from among the Jewish nation which were banned from using certain

.things for their role in committing oppression

****
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مٌیحَِّر رٌوفُغََل  اهَدِْعَب  نِم  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  اوحُلَصْأَوَ  کَِلذَ  دِْعَب  نِم  اوُباتَ  َّمُث  هٍَلاهَجَِب  ءَوُّسلا  اوُلمِعَ  نَیذَِّلِل  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  َّمُث  ﴾ 119﴿

Yet verily your Lord, unto those who do an evil act in ignorance and afterward . “ 119
.” they repent and amend, your Lord after that will definitely be Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary: verse 119

Islam experiences no deadlocks and there is always room for reconstruction for man

and the way is left open. The acceptance of repentance is a matter of Divinity and is
.among the methods of education

Certainly, true repentance is achieved when it is coupled with reformation and making

up for the wrongdoings. Those sins which come about as a result of the domination of

passions, and are not caused by rejection and out of enmity, are more within the

acceptance range. Incidentally, Allah is more compassionate towards the repentant

:after and on top of accepting one’s repentance. The verse says

Yet verily your Lord, unto those who do an evil act in ignorance and afterward they “ 
.” repent and amend, your Lord after that will definitely be Forgiving, Merciful

To conclude, one must confirm that ‘ignorance’ signifies not knowing; nonetheless it is
also applied to the cases in which man usually knows the right kind of behavior, but is
overwhelmed by his passion. In verse 54 of Sura Al-’An‘ām, and verse 17 from the Sura

.An-Nisā’, ignorance is applied in this sense as well

****
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Section 16:Abraham Praised – His Faith Made an Ideal

Point

Abraham praised – Apostle Muhammad to follow the footsteps of Abraham – To call

mankind unto the way of the Lord with Wisdom and Gentle Exhortation – Allah is

.always with the pious and those who do good to others

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  کُیَ  مَْلوَ  اًفیِنحَ  هَِّلِل  اًتِناقَ  هًَّمُا  نَاکَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 120﴿

Verily, Abraham was a nation (by himself) obedient to Allah, upright, and he was . “ 120
,” not of the polytheists

Commentary: verse 120

Allah has taken ’Ibrāhīm to be an entire nation by himself in this holy verse and each

and every commentator has presented his own version and interpretation for this

:sentence, among them we may select the following

As ’Ibrāhīm belonged to a school to which no one else belonged, therefore, he was . 1
.(an entire nation by himself(1

He possessed the good qualities and the perfection which one may expect all the . 2
individuals of a nation to possess; that is, in him alone one might find the good traits

.(which might belong to each of the diverse righteous individuals(2

The Arabic term /’ummat/ sometimes signifies the instructor of the good; thus it . 3
.(signifies that he was the instructor of all the good things(3
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The Arabic term /’ummat/ sometimes means, ‘leader’ and hence, it targets the . 4
.(leading figure, ‘the Imam’ of all the worshippers of Allah(1

The personality and the spectrum of his unique existence measured up to the scope . 5
.(of a nation, as he was one of the pillars of the strength of the whole nation(2

As he (a.s.) was knowledgeable, he would lead an entire nation, as he is required to . 6
.do so

As he initiated a movement, he did what an entire nation was supposed to do, . 7
.without having any companions, he rose alone and all by himself

It is certain that the number and the quantity is not so important; rather it is the

.quality which counts and the initiation of the movement is what matters

Therefore, this holy verse deals with a perfect example of a thankful servant of Allah,
i.e. ‘Ibrāhīm’ who is the champion of monotheism. This is particularly important for the

Muslims, in general, and for the Arabs, in particular, and it is also inspiring for them

.who regard him to be their leader and their earliest object of identification figure

From among the outstanding characteristics of this great man, one may cite four

:attributes in this verse

At first, the Qur’ān says: “Verily Abraham was a nation (by himself). …” Certainly, - 1
’Ibrāhīm was ‘a nation’, a great leader, a nation-building man; and in those days when

.no one spoke of monotheism, he was the champion of monotheism

Another attribute of ’Ibrāhīm was that he was the obedient servant of Allah. “… . 2
, …” obedient to Allah
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He was constantly following the ‘straight path of Allah’ and the ‘path of the truth’: . 3
, …” “… Upright

He was never in the path of the polytheists, and his entire existence and all points of . 4
.his heart were filled only with the light of Allah

,” and he was not of the polytheists “… 

****
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مٍیقِتَسُْم طٍارَصِ  یَلإِ  هُادَهَوَ  هُابَتَجْا  هِمِعُْنلاَ  اًرکِاشَ  ﴾ 121﴿

نَیحِِلاَّصلا نَمَِل  هِرَخِلاَا  یِف  هَُّنإِوَ  هًنَسَحَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  هُانَْیتَاءَوَ  ﴾ 122﴿

He was) thankful for His blessings; He selected him and He guided him to a . “ ) 121
.” straight way

And We gave him good in this world, and in the Hereafter he will definitely be . “ 122
.” among the righteous

Commentary: verses 121-122

Allah has cited five types of perfection for ’Ibrāhīm in these verses, and then He offers

:him five favours and positions

’. He was a ‘nation . 1

(. He was obedient (to the Lord . 2

.He was not among the polytheists . 3

.He was ‘upright’ and was clear of all involvements in deviation matters . 4

.He was grateful . 5

As for the five kinds of grace and positions which Allah had accorded him, they were

:as follows

Allah selected ’Ibrāhīm for His prophetic mission and for the conveying of His . 1
.message

 …” He was) thankful for His blessings; He selected Him “)

Allah led him to the right path and protected him from all types of misdemeanor and . 2
.deviation

.” and He guided him to a straight way “… 
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And We gave him good in this world, …” which in its broadest sense signifies all of . “ 3
what is good, including a wide range of meaning in connection with the prophetic

mission as far as the ‘House of Ka‘bah and a long-lasting life, alongside the

acceptance of his call by
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.Allah, enormous wealth, decent sons, as well as a host of other blessings

.” and in the Hereafter he will definitely be among the righteous . “… 4

.The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) was ordered to follow his way of life . 5

The Arabic term /’ijtabā/ is derived from /jabābah/, which signifies ‘collecting’ and

‘assembling’. ‘Allah’s collecting’ means that Allah assembles individuals from a

.diversified range of different approaches, protecting and purifying them for Himself

****
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نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  نَاکَ  امَوَ  اًفیِنحَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  هََّلِم  عِْبَّتا  نِأَ  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  َّمُث  ﴾ 123﴿

So We revealed to you that you follow the creed of Abraham, the upright one, . “ 123
.” and he was not of the polytheists

Commentary: verse 123

Certainly the methods and the conditions of the prophets have not been identical, yet

the path of the prophets has been similar and they were commissioned to follow the

.foregoing prophets and to preach monotheism

The frequent praising and eulogizing with the same interpretations alongside verses

aligned with one another, reflect the utmost sincerity and the position of ’Ibrāhīm.
Thus, in this last verse, the latest privilege which was accorded to ’Ibrāhīm by Allah

because of those prominent attributes, was the fact that his school was not only to be

set up and flourishing during his own time but also it was destined to be for people at

:all times, especially for the nation of Islam as an inspiring school, as the Qur’ān says

, …” So We revealed to you that you follow the creed of Abraham, the upright one “ 

In this noble verse, He again reemphasizes that: ’Ibrāhīm was not from among the

.polytheists

.” and he was not of the polytheists “… 

This refutation sentence is meant mostly for the ‘Quraysh polytheists’ who used to

trace back their ancestral line to ’Ibrāhīm despite their paganism and worshipping of

.the idols

****
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نَوفُِلتَخْیَ هِیِف  اوُناکَ  امَیِف  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهُنَْیَب  مُکُحْیََل  کََّبرَ  َّنإِوَ  هِیِف  اوفُلَتَخْا  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  تُْبَّسلا  لَعِجُ  امََّنإِ  ﴾ 124﴿

The Sabbath was appointed only for those who differed about it, and verily your . “ 124
Lord definitely will judge between them on the Day of Judgment in what they used to

.” differ about

Commentary: verse 124

The Jews were repeatedly punished for their obstinacy and hostility by Allah, one of

which was proclaimed in verse 118 of this Sura, stating: “And for those who were Jews,
. …” We prohibited what We have already related to you

The designation of the Sabbath as a holiday, which is explained in this verse, is also

another punishment, in which case, certainly, some groups have expressed their

appreciation and others have been ungrateful, resorting to dirty tricks, for which they

:got entangled to harsh cases of punishment. The verse says

, …” The Sabbath was appointed only for those who differed about it “ 

Considering the previous verse, the meaning of this verse might be: O’ Prophet!
Follow the path of the nation of ’Ibrāhīm; holidays on the Sabbath were designated as

exclusive to the Jews, which was a type of punishment for them. Nonetheless, the

Jews even differed on this day which was selected by themselves. Therefore, at the

:end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

and verily your Lord definitely will judge between them on the Day of Judgment in “…

.” what they used to differ about

However, there are some Islamic traditions which denote Friday is a great day for

.Muslims, and it is also a festival and holiday for them
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وَهُوَ هِِلیِبسَ  نعَ  َّلضَ  نمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  مهُْلدِاجَوَ  هِنَسَحَْلا  هِظَعِوْمَْلاوَ  هِمَکْحِْلاِب  ِ-كَ  بّرَ لِیِبسَ  یَلإِ  عُدْا  ﴾ 125﴿

نَیدِتَهْمُْلاِب مُلَعْأَ 

O’ Prophet!) Call (mankind) to the path of your Lord with wisdom and good . “ ) 125
admonition, and dispute with them in the better way. Verily your Lord knows better of

.” him who has gone astray from His path, and He knows best those who are guided

Commentary: verse 125

There are ten interesting ethical decrees issued from this verse to the end of the Sura

for social association with others. This holy verse provides a comprehensive order for

all those responsible instructors, professors as well as religious scholars, which calls

them to be well-equipped with the various methods to be successful when

confronting their different audiences, for one can not invite all those addressed with a
single method. Every body has got a delicate way which must be addressed with a

certain capacity through the medium of which he must be communicated with. The

elect ones, who require exclusive ways of handling and reasoning, must be dealt with

in their own way, while the common folks should be addressed with some acceptable

exhortations. The dissidents should also be addressed with more convenient ways of

.disputations

A good advice is the one that the preacher acts and practices according to what he

says, and acceptable disputations are those ones in which wrong provocation of

:feelings and insulting do not permeate
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Therefore, the first duty of the prophets is their ‘Calling’. “(O’ Prophet!) call . 1
( …” (mankind

 …” All callings must be Divinely-Orientated: “… to the path of your Lord . 2

Every single invitation has got a hierarchy. (Wisdom, preaching, and acceptable . 3
disputation, in which case wisdom provides the rational method and preaching paves

, …” the emotional way.) “… with wisdom and good admonition

Preaching must be done in a friendly manner; however, disputation must be carried . 4
out in a friendlier manner, that is, it must be friendly both in its content and form as

. …” well as in its methods of expression. “… and dispute with them in the better way

The exposition of the impacts and blessings of what is good, as well as the . 5
statement of the pathological effects and dangers of whatever is evil, are included as

methods of the calling. (Wisdom signifies being acquainted with the good and the evil

.( of matters by the means of knowledge and reasoning

You are liable to perform your duties and you are not responsible for the . 6
.consequences of whatever happens

Wisdom and demonstration are always decent means for convincing other people. . 7
Nevertheless, preaching and disputation might be done either with the good method

.( or with the bad one. (The terms ‘good’ and ‘better’ are not used in case of wisdom

Islam offers its followers both mental nourishment (with wisdom), and ‘spiritual . 8
enrichment’ (good admonition) while it entertains logical methods when encountering

.the opponents
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Virtue’, in its broadest sense, including facing the opponents, means when one is . ‘ 9
facing the enemy he must observe the principles of the Islamic ethics. “… and dispute

 …” with them in the better way

Generosity and goodness are the two basic methods in all campaigns if shown at . 10
.the right time and proper place

In conclusion, these ten-fold duties and important ethical and rational decrees can be

employed as tactical principles in every campaign against the opponents of Islam, and

may be used as a general rule in whatever kind of circumstances and under whatever

conditions and times. Were Muslims to implement such programs which are

comprehensive, we should probably witness the glory of Islam as widespread

:throughout the world today, or at least in the main parts of it. The verse concludes

Verily your Lord knows better of him who has gone astray from His path, and He “… 
.” knows best those who are guided

****
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نَیرِِباَّصلِل رٌْیخَ  وَهَُل  مُْترْبَصَ  نِئَلوَ  هِِب  مُتْبِقوعُ  امَ  لِْثمِِب  اوُبِقاعَفَ  مُْتْبقَاعَ  نْإِو  ﴾ 126﴿

And if you punish then punish as you were punished with; but if you are patient, . “ 126
.” decisively, it will be best for the patient ones

Commentary: verse 126

Up till now, the issue in question dealt with the matter as to how one must engage in a
logical dialogue or an emotional or rational disputation with the opponents.
Nonetheless, if the worst comes to worst and there is an entanglement involved, and

they take up arms and invade, the Holy Qur’ān orders in implication that If you are

supposed to retaliate, your retaliation must be with what you have suffered and not

more than that. However, if you do not lose patience and have a forgiving attitude,
:this would be best for those who are patient. The verse says

And if you punish then punish as you were punished with; but if you are patient, “ 
.” decisively, it will be best for the patient ones

In some quotations, we have it that this verse was revealed during the ’Uhud Battle’
when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) witnessed the painful plight of the martyrdom of his uncle

Hamzat-ibn-Abdul-Muttalib, in which case, the enemy was not content with killing

him. They tore up apart his chest and side with utmost atrocity, taking out his liver or

heart, and cut off his nose and ears, which made him (p.b.u.h.) quite upset. Then he

said: “O’ My Lord! You are worthy of praise and I take up my case to you and you are

my help and of assistance in whatever I notice.” According to the comments made in
-Majma‘-ul
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Bayān, Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi‘, Burhān, Sāfī etc, the Muslims, witnessing the scenario,
declared: “If we get access to them, we shall amputate them all.” Nonetheless, in

other commentaries like: ‘Ayyashī, Durr-ul-manthūr, and other commentaries, this

quotation has been attributed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) himself. At this moment the

revelation of the above verse took place, upon which occasion, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.” declared: “O’ Lord! I shall be patient, I shall be patient

This was, perhaps, the most painful moments in the life of the prophet, he controlled

 ”. his nerves once again, selecting the second way which consisted of “ forgiving

And as we note in the history of the conquest of Mecca, the day when the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) overcame those stone-hearted people, he declared a general amnesty to

.them and kept to his words in the Battle of ’Uhud

Truly speaking, if one wants to witness superior examples of manhood and those of

humane affections, he should try to put the story of ’Uhud alongside that of the

.Conquest of Mecca and make a comparative study of the two

It is probable that no other nations in a conquering position, has ever treated the

conquered one which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did after the Muslims conquest of the

pagans of Mecca considering the situation where retaliation and hatred were the rule

of the game within the fabrics of the society and of the social order. In such a

situation, hatred and hostilities were passed down from one generation to the next

.and a stop to the will to taking revenge was considered as a great defect

As a result of all this magnanimity in character, amnesty and forgiveness, such a

backwardly illiterate and obstinate nation was so moved and then awakened where,
.according to the Qur’ān, groups after groups embraced Islam, the religion of Allah
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نَورُکُمْیَ اَّم  قٍْیضَ مِّ- یِف  کُتَ  لاَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  نْزَحْتَ  لاَوَ  هَِّللاِب  َّلاإِ  كَرُْبصَ  امَوَ  رِْبصْاوَ  ﴾ 127﴿

And (O’ Prophet!) be you patient and your patience is not but by (the assistant of) . “ 127
.” Allah, nor grieve over them and do not distress yourself at what they devise

Commentary: verse 127

Such an amnesty, forgiveness, and patience will only take effect decisively when no

returns are expected. That is, they are all done for Allah’s sake, and, therefore, the

:Qur’ān adds

And (O’ Prophet!) be you patient and your patience is not but by (the assistant of) “ 
, …” Allah

Can man indeed resist when confronting all such heart-breaking scenarios, which

dominate him all over, without having the Divine assistance and without benefiting

from a spiritual motive while entertaining within himself all the discomfort and pain

and yet not lose his patience? It is, of course, possible in case that all is done for Allah

.and with the benefit of His succour

Once all efforts in the domain of the propagation of faith and calling towards Him in
connection with forgiveness and perseverance did not take effect, one should not yet

feel depressed, losing patience with a far outcry. On the contrary, the process of

propagation must go on patiently and in a state of calmness. Therefore, towards the

:end of the holy verse, He declares

.” nor grieve over them and do not distress yourself at what they devise “… 

p: 578

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5220 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Such a sorrow and grief are due to their lack of faith and can cause one of the

following two phenomena to occur: either it makes one depressed for ever and

altogether, or it may make one impatient and cry all the time. Therefore, to dissuade

one from having grief and getting depressed or feeling in distress has its origin in both

cases; that is, once you are calling towards Allah, you should neither be upset nor

.should you feel hopeless

Despite all the foregoing qualifications, the obstinate enemy might yet not stop

planning his conspiracies and might go on with his dangerous strategies. In such

cases, the true strategy to be adopted is what the Qur’ān proclaims: “Do not distress

.” yourself at what they devise

No matter how well calculated and widespread such conspiracies might be while

being dangerous, you must not let yourself down and be driven out. Do not imagine

you are cornered and surrounded or entrenched, for your support is Allah, in which

case, you are able to counteract and nullify all the conspiracies and undo them

.altogether by provoking the forces of Faith, persistence, wisdom and insight

****
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نَوُنسِحُْم مهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  عَمَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ﴾ 128﴿

.” Verily Allah is with those who keep from evil, and those who are good-doers . “ 128

Commentary: verse 128

Allah is with those who lead a life of virtue. “Virtue” here signifies the performance of

one’s obligatory rituals and the distancing one-self from all those which are prohibited

by the religious laws. Nonetheless, the Qur’ānic term ‘virtue’, in all its dimensions and

in its broadest sense, includes in the sense of being of virtuous even when one is

confronting the opponents. This means that even against one’s enemies, one must

adopt the Islamic ethics; treat with the prisoners and captives according to the rites

of Islam; do justice with those who are deviants and in a polite manner; to abstain

oneself from lying and falsely accusing of others. Even in wartime situations and in

battlefields, one must observe the principles of wartime, instructions available in

Islam and Islamic criteria. One must avoid attacking the defenseless ones; one must

not engage in violating the children and disabled old people; even the four-footed

animals must not be hurt, while fields of agriculture must not be destroyed; water

supply must not be cut off from the enemy and, in the final analysis, virtue must be

observed and principles of justice must be applied to both the friends and enemies in
:general. The verse says

, …” Verily Allah is with those who keep from evil “ 

As the Qur’ān says in other verses, at times, one must return and show a positive

reaction in exchange for an evil act, by which one can make the enemy shameful

about what he has
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.done. This procedure may turn the most hostile of the enemies into kind friends

Generosity and kindness can serve as the best techniques for conducting a warfare

campaign if achieved correctly, and the Islamic history provides plenty of examples in
this connection. The conduct of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with the pagans of Mecca after

its conquest, the way he dealt with Wahshī, the murderer of Hamzah; his conduct with

the prisoners of the Battle of Badr, his ways of dealing with those Jews who hurt him

in all kinds of way, as well as similar treatments in the biographies of Ali (a.s.) and

other religious leader reflect the methods included in the Islamic commandments with

.regard to this

Interestingly, we read in Nahj-ul-Balāqah, through the famous sermon of ‘Hammām’
who was a pious, devout, and intelligent man, asking Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.) for a

comprehensive decree with regard to the attributes of the devout people, the Imam

confined himself to citing only this verse, saying: Lead a life of virtue, and act in a

.decent way for Allah is with those who are pious and act decently

Although this interrogator was such a truth-loving that was not fully satisfied with this

short answer and the Imam was necessarily required to provide a more detailed

account and offered the most comprehensive speech concerning the attributes of the

pious people, which exceeds a hundred qualities, one may infer from the Imam’s first

.short answer that this verse reflects, in fact, all the attributes of the pious people

In conclusion, we know that the calling through wisdom, preaching, and good

disputation is no easy matter, for some are being obstinate and do not accept the call,
while others engage in conspiracies, and a third group get involved in the
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counter activities, and, to achieve their vicious goals they do not stop doing any thing

short of false accusations, ridiculing, threatening, fabricating rival factions, economic

embargo, wars, as well as all kinds of torture and hurt. Thus, these two verses provide

a kind of comfort, compassion and guidelines which the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had

.so as not to be obstructed by any obstacles in his mission

:Last Words and Remarks on Sura An-Nahl

As we pointed out from the beginning of the Sura, what stands outstanding from

among all the verses of the Sura is the explanation of the various blessings,
irrespective of the material and spiritual ones; the apparent and the latent ones; and

those which are individual and social. The fact that the name of the Sura is selected as

.the ‘Sura of blessings’ is for this very reason

A careful study of the verses of the Sura indicates that approximately forty blessings,
including the great and the small ones, as well as the spiritual and material ones, have

been cited throughout the verses of this Sura. The objectives of this Sura have been:
first, to provide instructions concerning lessons on monotheism and the splendor of

the Creator. Secondly, to reinforce the love of the human beings with regard to the

Creator of such blessings and the provocation of their sense of gratitude towards

.Him

The End Of Sura An-Nahl
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مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

PART 15

Sura Banī-’Israel, No. 17

(The Children of Israel)

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 12 sections 111

’: The Content of Sura ’Isrā

Sura ’Isrā’ contains 111 verses, and it is widely known to be a Meccan Sura. However,
some are of the opinion that verses 26, 32, 33, 57, and 58 of it were originally revealed in

.Medina

This Sura has been named as ‘Subhān’ for its first word; it has also been named Sura

’Isrā’ for the sake of referring to the adventure of ascension of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
.and has also been named ‘Sura Banī ’Isrā’īl’ for recounting of the story of Banī-Israel

As in the case of other ‘Meccan Suras’, this Sura deals with such issues as

‘monotheism’ ‘resurrection’ beneficial pieces of advice, and struggle against all sorts

of paganism, injustice and deviation, traditions and rules, whether individual and

social in historical perspective, the story of Adam and ’Iblīs, the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) and his position in Mecca. The main point in question in this Holy Sura is the

.(’. ‘Ascension of the Messenger (p.b.u.h

The Sura starts with ‘Glorification of Allah’ and ends up with Praising and worshipping

.Him
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:The Virtues of the Recitation of the Sura

There are numerous rewards mentioned in various Islamic quotations for those who

recite or read this Sura among which one may name the quotation from Imam Sādiq

(a.s.) who said: “Whoever reads Sura Banī Israel on each night preceding Fridays will

unequivocally grasp the presence of Hadrat-i-Qā’im (a.s.), before his death and will be

.” included among his companions

We have reiterated over and again that such rewards and gains are not to be attained

merely just by reading; on the contrary, they will be brought about when the

recitation is coupled with and backed up by meditation, reflection and, consequently,
.by the obtaining of clues for practical purposes

****
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Part15: Sura Banī-’Israel, No. 17

Point

(Revealed in Mecca)

verses in 12 sections 111

Section 1: The Apostle Muhammad’s Visit

Point

Apostle Muhammad taken on a visit to the Heavens – His triumph foretold – The

.Israelites punished

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

عُیمَِّسلا وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  آنَِتایَاءَ  نِْم  هُیَرُِنِل  هَُلوْحَ  انَکْرَاَب  يذَِّلا  اصـَْقلاَا  دِجِسـْمَْلا  یَلإِ  مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسـْمَْلا  نَِم  ًـلاْیَل  هِدِْـبعَِب  يرَسـْأَ  يذَِّلا  نَاحَْبسـُ  ﴾ 1﴿

رُیصِبَْلا

Glory be to Him Who took his servant by night from Masjid-ul-Harām to Masjid- . “ 1
ul-’Aqsā the precincts of which We have blessed that We show him (some) of Our

.” signs. Verily, He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing

Commentary: verse 1

The ascension of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to Heavens is the most sacred of the journeys

.throughout history

The first verse of this Sura discusses the issue of the journey by night of the Prophet

-(p.b.u.h.) from Masjid-ul
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Haram (The Sacred Mosque) to Masjid-ul-’Aqsā (Bayt-ul-Muqaddas) which has been

a precursor for /mi‘rāj/, the most sacred trip. This trip took place within one night and

for a short time. Such a trip could have never been in the least possible given the

conditions of the time and through ordinary means which were available in those

days, in which case, the miraculous and extraordinary nature of it was obvious. At

:first, the verse says

Glory be to Him Who took his servant by night from Masjid-ul-Harām to Masjid- “ 
 …” ul-’Aqsā the precincts of which We have blessed

By using the phrase /masjidul’aqsā/ here meant Bayt-ul-Muqaddas which is the

farthest Mosque, for, at that time, no other mosque existed farther than that. We had

blessed its entire surroundings with material, spiritual, worldly, and religious

blessings. For, that was the place of worship of the highly-esteemed prophets as well

as the place for the descending of the revelation which was a sacred point, with

.flowing streams surrounded by fully fruit-bearing trees

Nonetheless, it is with deepest regret that as a result of the crimes of Israel and

America as well as the entire over-oppressive enemies of Islam and their betraying

mercenaries, demolitions have been carried out around that sacred place and deadly

.fire-arms cause thousands of crimes everyday there

Their beautiful landscapes, which are natural, are turned into semi-burned ruins and

heaps of corpses of oppressed human beings, who are killed in cold blood, are to be

.found there everywhere

The Holy Qur’ān implies that Allah’s objective in this extraordinary night trip was to

expose to him His sings of power, and wonders of creation. His sight-seeing tour from

Mecca to Masjid-ul-’Aqsā during a single night, as well as his
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elevation to the skies and his witnessing of the prophets and, finally, his eventual

access to the Bayt-ul-Ma‘mūr, and Sidrat-ul-Muntahā, as well as a host of other

.things are all the signs of Allah’s Omnipotence

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had formerly acquired full knowledge of Allah’s magnitude, yet

this tour of the skies tended to widen the scope of his observation as to those explicit

:signs which, in turn, enabled him further to guide human beings. The verse says

. …” that We show him (some) of Our signs “… 

Definitely, it is widely known in the Islamic circle of scholars that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
while in Mecca, was taken by the power of Allah on a night from Masjid-ul-Harām to

Masjid-ul-’Aqsā in Bayt-ul-Muqaddas from where he ascended to the skies to note

the signs of the magnitude of Allah in the wide open spaces, and then he returned to

Mecca on the same night. It is also widely believed among the Muslim scholars that he

performed such a sightseeing tour of the earth and the skies with both body and soul

.coupled with each other

We shall, Allah willing, discuss further the issue of “Mi‘rāj” following our discussion of

.Sura An-Najm

:In the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” Verily, He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing “… 

Allusion is here made to the fact that if Allah selected His prophet for such a

glorification, it was not undue, for his words and deeds were so decent and deserving

that such a mission was well in line with his aptitude. The Almighty had thus seen and

.heard him and approved him for such an assignment

****
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لاًیکِوَ یِنودُ  نِم  اوذُخَِّتتَ  َّلاأَ  لَیِئآرَسْإِ  ینَب  يدًهُ لِّ- هُانَْلعَجَوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  یسَوُم  انَْیتَاءَوَ  ﴾ 2﴿

And We gave Moses the Book, and made him a Guide for the Children of Israel, . “ 2
’.” (saying:) ‘Do not take other than Me a guardian

Commentary: verse 2

As the first verse of this Sura dealt with the grandeur of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and as

such issues were rejected mainly by pagans and dissidents basing their argument on

the subject that how might it be possible for a prophet to be selected from among us

with so many distinctions, thus the Qur’ān alludes here to the call of Moses (a.s.) and

his Divine Book so as to make it clear that such a prophetic mission is not new and

entirely a novelty. Moreover, such an obstinate type of opposition and biased

dissidence of the pagans against the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) had not been

unprecedented throughout history in general and throughout the history of The

:Children of Israel in particular. The verse declares

, …” And We gave Moses the Book, and made him a Guide for the Children of Israel “ 

It is unequivocal that the objective of naming of the ‘Book’ in this verse is the ‘Torah’
.which Allah provided Moses (a.s.) for the guidance of the Children of Israel

Afterwards, the Qur’ān refers to the main objective of the mission of the prophets,
:including Musa, to whom He has commanded

’.” saying:) ‘Do not take other than Me a guardian “… )
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This issue raises one of the main branches of monotheism, that is, ‘practical

monotheism’ which in turn indicates to ‘monotheism in ideology’. He, who considers

the ‘Prime Cause’ of the entire world of existence to be only Allah, will necessarily not

rely on anyone else. And those who rely on and count on others do so because of their

.weakness in their monotheistic ideology

The supreme outcome of the illumination by celestial Books is the enlightenment of

the light of monotheism which they bring about in people’s hearts and will

.consequently lead to one’s cutting off of all, and his eventual reliance on Him

****
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اًروکُشَ اًدْبعَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  حٍوُن  عَمَ  انَْلمَحَ  نْمَ  هََّی   ِ رّذُ ﴾ 3﴿

O’ you!) the offspring of those whom We embarked along with Noah (on the Ark). . “ ) 3
.” Verily, he was a grateful servant

Commentary: verse 3

Noah (a.s.) has been called as the ‘second father’ of man, for, in the Storm of Noah, all

people were drowned except those who were in the ship alongside Noah. It is for this

reason that the meaning of the first phrase of the verse: “(O’ you!) The offspring of

those whom We embarked” is identical with the phrase ‘O’ Children of Adam!’.(1) The

:verse says

O’ you!) the offspring of those whom We embarked along with Noah (on the Ark). “ )
.” Verily, he was a grateful servant

Noah (a.s.) lived longer than all of the prophets and remained always the target of

attack and teasing of the pagans, unbelievers, and the obstinate. Nevertheless, he

was a grateful servant of Allah and thus he enjoyed a differential treatment, to whom

Allah conveys His particular greetings, by saying: “Peace be on Noah in (all) the

(Worlds!” (Sura As-Sāffāt, No. 37, verse 79

****
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اًریِبکَ اًوُّلعُ  َّنُلْعتََلوَ  نِْیتََّرمَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  َّندُسِْفُتَل  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  لَیِئآرَسْإِ  یِنَب  یَلإِ  آنَْیضَقَوَ  ﴾ 4﴿

And We declared unto the Children of Israel in the Book (the Torah, saying): . “ 4
“Certainly you will make mischief on the earth twice, and certainly you will seek self-

’.” superiority with great arrogance

Commentary: verse 4

Alluding to parts of the adventurous history of the Children of Israel in this verse, He

:says

And We declared unto the Children of Israel in the Book (the Torah, saying): “ 
“Certainly you will make mischief on the earth twice, and certainly you will seek self-

’.” superiority with great arrogance

The Qur’ānic word, /’al ’ard/ (the land), symmetrical to the subsequent verse, is meant

.the Holy land of Palestine where Masjid-ul-’Aqsā is located

The issue of ‘making mischief on the earth twice’ might probably be related to the two

occasions of the Children of Israel: Once to the martyrdom of Sho’aia and the

opposition of Armia, and the second occasion is concerned with the murder of

.Zakaryyā and Yahyā

There are, of cause, other possibilities also mentioned in connection with the subject

.which will be referred to in the discussions following the ensuing verses

Paradise will belong to those who abstain from arrogance, and distance themselves

from every kind of insolence; it does not pertain to the ones who regard themselves

as superior to others. (Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 83 says: “That is the abode of the

 …” Hereafter

p: 591

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5233 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


لاًوعُْفَّم اًدعْوَ  نَاکَوَ  رِایَ   ِ دّلا لَلاَخِ  اوسُاجَفَ  دٍیدِشَ  سٍأَْب  یِلوُْا  آنََل  اًدابَعِ  مْکُْیلَعَ  انَْثعََب  امَهُلاَوُا  دُعْوَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِف  ﴾ 5﴿

So when the promise for the first of the two came to pass, We raised against you . “ 5
some of powerful servants of Ours, given to terrible warfare, so it was they searched

.” inside the houses thoroughly; and a promise to be fulfilled

Commentary: verse 5

The extermination of the unruly oppressors is one of Allah’s ways of treatment. The

:Qur’ān says

So when the promise for the first of the two came to pass, We raised against you “ 
, …” some of powerful servants of Ours

Certainly, there is always somebody who has the upper hand. The Children of Israel

initiated a rebellion; the Almighty made other groups dominate them who were

.superior to them

To provide power to put down the unruly ones and the rebellions, as well as the

withdrawal of security from them, is a decent performance even if a house-to-house

search might be required. Thus, all the Divine prophecies will definitely be

:accomplished fully. The verse says

given to terrible warfare, so it was they searched inside the houses thoroughly; “… 
.” and a promise to be fulfilled

Therefore, dealing in the previous noble verse with these two great vices and the

ensuing happenings which are the consequences of them as the Divine chastisement,
He proclaims: When the occasion for the first promise arrives and you engage in

corruption, bloodshed, tyranny and crime, We
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shall send over to you a powerful group, combatant, and belligerent so as to pound

.you, hence, punishing you for your behaviour

This belligerent people invade you in such a manner that for finding even a single one

of you, they undertake a house-to-house search mission. And this promise is a

.decisive one which would be unavoidable and not to be broken

****
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اًریفَِن رَثَکْأَ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  نَیِنَبوَ  لٍاوْماَِب  مکُاَندْدَْمأَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  هََّرکَْلا  مُکَُل  اَندْدَرَ  َّمُث  ﴾ 6﴿

Then We gave you back the turn to prevail against them, and We assisted you with . “ 6
.” wealth and children and We made you a numerous host

Commentary: verse 6

Providing sinful people with a respite and re-examination through procurement of

their capital and children is one of Allah’s ways of treatment. Allah’s grace will cover

both those sinners who are repentant, and the sinful people who have already been

punished. Therefore, Allah’s favours will be forthcoming once again and He will enable

:you to dominate that invading nation. The verse says

Then We gave you back the turn to prevail “ 

,…” against them

And Allah shall assist you by providing you with wealth, and affluent belongings as well

:as with children and He shall outnumber you as against your enemy. The verse says

and We assisted you with wealth and children and We made you a numerous “… 
.” host

****
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هٍَّرمَ لََّوأَ  هُوُلخَدَ  امَکَ  دَجِسْمَْلا  اوُلخُدْیَِلوَ  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اوءُوسیَِل  هِرَخِلاَا  دُعْوَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِفَ  اهَلَفَ  مُْتأْسَأَ  نْإِوَ  مْکُسِفُنلاَ  مُْتنسَحْأَ  مُْتنسَحْأَ  نْإِ  ﴾ 7﴿

اریِبْتتَ اوْلَعَ  امَ  اورُ  -ِ بّتَُیِلوَ

If you do good, you do it for your own selves; and if you commit evil, it is (in like . “ 7
manner) for your own selves. Hence, when the promise of the second came to pass,
(We permitted the mighty fighters) to disfigure your (military) faces, and that they

may enter the Mosque as they entered it the first time, and to destroy extensively

.” whatever they conquered

Commentary: verse 7

Such Divine favours will cover you. Maybe, you will once discover your own selves and

try to reform yourselves, thus distancing yourselves from all evil acts, you may turn to

good ones, for when one does good, he has done it to his own self and if he commits

:evil, it will eventually turn to him, too. The verse says

If you do good, you do it for your own selves; and if you commit evil, it is (in like “ 
. …” manner) for your own selves

This is a general and everlasting rule that all good and evil will eventually return to

one’s own self. However, it is with deep regret that neither that punishment of Allah

may awaken you, nor this favour and renewed Divine grace, for you turn to rebellion

once again, following the path of tyranny, oppression and violation, inciting a grave

.corruption on the earth and exceeding the limits in arrogance and self superiority
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Then, there comes the second Divine promise, and when it arrives, some warriors and

combatants overcome you in such a way that the pains and calamities inflicted upon

you by them make you grieve to the extent that signs of sorrow and despair appear

:on your faces. The verse says

Hence, when the promise of the second came to pass, (We permitted the mighty “… 
, …” fighters) to disfigure your (military) faces

They even capture your great temple of Bayt-ul-Muqaddas (Jerusalem), then they

enter Masjid-ul-’Aqsā in much the same way that they did in the first instance. The

:verse says

, …” and that they may enter the Mosque as they entered it the first time “… 

They do not even suffice to this matter and they devastate whatever they dominate

:and capture. The verse continues saying

.” and to destroy extensively whatever they conquered “… 

In the end, whatever is of importance in historical events, which leads to

development, can be their didactic lessons derived from them, and not the details of

the incidents. The adventures of the wandering of the oppressive Jews, which were

brought about by the godly believing people, and which have been dealt with in the

last two verses, are meant to demonstrate the fact that oppression and paganism will

not be left unanswered. Since this very general and educative fact has been targeted,
therefore, the verse has not dealt with the issues of the details of the entanglement,
number, and weaponry. The case is just in the same way that in the biography of

Hadrat-i-Yusuf (a.s.), details of the story and even the name of Zulaykhā has not been

even mentioned because of the educational nature of the objectives and instructions

.with regard to the matters of chastity
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In the meantime, some commentaries have pointed out the corruption of the Jews

and their eradication on two occasions by individuals in distant past or recent past,
and Masjid-ul-Aqsa has born witness to many bitter memories during several

thousand years, yet, according to some verses and Islamic quotations, perhaps we

must be expecting further violations and oppressions from the side of the Israelis and

their eventual extermination by the righteous servants of Allah. As it is understood

from the apparent of verses 5 and 6, there has not come yet such a widespread

corruption on the earth to be brought about by the Children of Israel and such an

.important devastation and extermination has not been fulfilled by men of Allah

Nowadays, we are witnessing, on the one hand, the widespread violation by Israel

and its plot for the conquest of the lands from the Nile to the Euphrates as well as the

expulsion of the Muslims from their homeland, the bringing of espionage networks

into existence in the world, taking over of the propaganda machinery, assembling of

manpower from the east and the west, and other measures which are conducive to

corruption. On the other hand, we are also watching the emergence of the Islamic

Revolution and the appearance of the godly sincere youths in Palestine who invade

Israel and try to recapture and repossess Masjid-ul-’Aqsā, in which case, maybe the

.noble verse alludes to these aspects. Only Allah is the Most Aware

Incidentally, according to the numerous Islamic quotations, which are recorded under

this verse in various commentaries, some consider the occurrence of the

extermination of the violating Jews by the faithful revolutionaries before the uprising

of Hadrat-i-Mahdī (a.s.), those who take up their swords (arms) and who go forth as

.far as their martyrdom
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They will in turn pave the way for the universal government of Hadrat-e-Mahdī (a.j.).
Some regard this occurrence to take place within the period of the reappearance of

.Imam-i-Zamān, in which case the invading Jews will be exterminated

Concluding this statement, we must keep in mind that the Mosques have constantly

been the bases for the force of the religions and as a symbol of power. Hence,
liberating the mosques from the domination of pagans has constantly been the duty

of the believers. To combat the violating Jews, men of Allah will enter Bayt-ul-
Muqaddas in the same way that the Muslims did in entering Masjid-ul-Harām at the

.time of the conquest of Mecca

****
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اًریصِحَ نَیرِِفاکَْلِل  مََّنهَجَ  انَْلعَجَوَ  اَندْعُ  مُّْتدعُ  نِْاوَ  مْکُمَحَرْیَ  نأَ  مْکُُّبرَ  یسَعَ  ﴾ 8﴿

It may be that your Lord will have mercy on you, but if you revert (to your sins), We . “ 8
shall (also) revert (to Our punishment), and We have made Hell a prison for the

.” unbelievers

Commentary: verse 8

The Arabic term /hasīr/ is derived from the term /hasr/ which signifies being

entrenched and surrounded in an awful place. Carpets made out of straws are called

.by this name /hasīr/ as they are interwoven in like manner

It is not permissible for anyone to be desperate from the grace of Allah and to lose

.hope, as Allah has also left the way of return open even for those who are corrupt

Incidentally, in methods of guidance, we first must start everything with a

compassionate tone of voice. Afterwards, we should employ other means as threats

or warnings, similar to the noble verse which, at first, begins with “mercy on you,” and

then it uses warning and threat in the case of corruption and concludes the

statement, when it implies that the gates for repentance and return to Him are not

closed; hopefully, your Lord will have mercy on you; but in the case of returning to sin,
:His punishment is intensive for what you do. The verse says

It may be that your Lord will have mercy on you, but if you revert (to your sins), We “ 
shall (also) revert (to Our punishment), and We have made Hell a prison for the

.” unbelievers
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اًریِبکَ اًرجْأَ  مْهَُل  َّناَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  نَوُلمَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  ِ-رُ  شّبَُیوَ مُوَْقأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلِل  يدِهْیَ  نَاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 9﴿

Verily, this Qur’ān guides to that which is the most upright, and gives good tidings . “ 9
.” to the believers who do righteous deeds that they shall have a great reward

Commentary: verse 9

.The Holy Qur’ān is the only Book which contains constant and eternal laws

In the previous noble verses our discussion was about the Children of Israel and their

celestial Book, the Torah, as well as their deviation from this Divine program and their

various punishments with respect to the matter. Parts of this discussion have been

transferred to the ‘Glorious Qur’ān’ which is the Holy Book of the Muslims, the last

:ring in the chain of the circle of the celestial Books. It says

, …” Verily, this Qur’ān guides to that which is the most upright “ 

That is, the Qur’ān leads the people to the most upright, to the purest and the most

sustainable of the ways. The purest and the most direct way in here applies to the

ideas it presents. It implies the fact that it has achieved coherence between the overt

and the hidden, the idea and practice, and thinking and scheduling, all of which

’. eventually invites and leads one to ‘Allah

Once reference is made to the point meaning, ‘the purest and the most direct’, it

implies that from the point of view of social, economic, and political organization,
which is governing human societies, it offers the purest and the most direct codes
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of humane conduct with respect to these and, eventually, it encompasses

administrative system of government which establishes justice while pounding on the

.tyrants and the oppressors

Then, as the stands taken by people in face of this direct Divine program are different,
it refers to two distinguished positions and their consequences, implying that this

Qur’ān bears good tidings for those believers who perform good deeds, which

:constitute great rewards for them. The verse continues saying

and gives good tidings to the believers who do righteous deeds that they shall “… 
.” have a great reward

****
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اًمیِلأَ اًباذَعَ  مْهَُل  اَندْتَعْأَ  هِرَخِلاَاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  َّناَوَ  ﴾ 10﴿

And that (as for) those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have prepared for . “ 10
.” them a painful chastisement

Commentary: verse 10

The Divine punishment all depends on our own deeds, and, hence, that kind of

corruption which is not followed by repenting, will lead to disbelief. Therefore, the

Qur’ān in this verse indicates that those who do not believe in the Hereafter and its

great court of justice, and thus may not engage in performing decent and righteous

acts, it unveils the fact that a painful chastisement has been prepared for them. The

:verse says

And that (as for) those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have prepared for “ 
.” them a painful chastisement

****
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Section 2: None Shall Bear the Burden of Others

Point

Man hastens for evil as he should hasten for good – Night and Day caused for

counting time and age and also for rest and work – Everyone’s actions cling to himself

– Everyone gets guided aright and goes astray for or against his own self – No nation

is punished with an Apostle already having been raised among them – The reward in
.the Hereafter is greater and more excellent

لاًوجُعَ نُاسَْنلإِا  نَاکَوَ  رِْیخَْلاِب  هُءَآعَدُ    ِ رَّّشلاِب نُاسَنلإِا  عُدْیَوَ  ﴾ 11﴿

.” And man prays for evil as he prays for the good; and man is ever hasty . “ 11

Commentary: verse 11

There are frequent references made to the haste by man and his aspiration for the

evil in the Qur’ān. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is addressed in a verse: “And they ask you to

hasten on the evil (the Chastisement) before the good …”(1) The verse signifies that:
They expect quick punishment to be administered from him. In another verse, quoting

the unbelievers, it says: “… then rain down upon us stones from the sky, or bring us a
painful punishment.”(2) This kind of ‘haste’ has its origin in ignorance, hostility, and

.fanaticism

At any rate, we find in this noble verse and in line with the previous discussions that

one of the main causes of disbelief is

p: 603

Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 6 - 1
Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 6, verse 32 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5245 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_603_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_603_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


lack of adequate study into the matters, and it is so because man is instinctively hasty.
:Alluding to the matter, it declares

.” And man prays for evil as he prays for the good; and man is ever hasty “ 

In fact, the man’s haste has its origin in his aspiration for acquiring greater amounts

of benefits, and his haste for the acquisition of the ‘good’ and the ‘benefits’ causes

him not to take into consideration the entire perspective and dimensions of the issues.
It so happens that such haste does not lead him to the point where he would be able

to differentiate what is truly ‘good’ and ‘beneficial’ for him. On the other hand, his

passions and low desires will turn and expose differently the true face of reality in his

.eyes, therefore, he paves the way to aspire and follow what is evil

It is in this case that man aspires for the evil much in the same way that he aspires for

the good, and it is owing to his misconception about what is good and what is evil. It

also applies in the same manner that one struggles to obtain what is evil and to follow

what is evil as if he struggles to attain what is good. It is a foregone conclusion that

such a great calamity exists for humankind and it is an amazing obstacle which

.obstructs the path of happiness which in turn results in regret and in damages

In an Islamic tradition quoted from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), he says: “Haste

brings forth the people’s destruction; if the people did their jobs with deliberation, no

.” one would annihilate

Certainly, in Islamic quotations, we have a chapter on the issue of ‘speed’ and ‘agility’
with respect to the good deeds, among which one can cite a tradition by the blissful

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) saying: “Allah admires that good act which is hastened to be

.” performed

At any rate, ‘haste’ is a demising attribute when one might engage in his study and

verification of the dimension of a
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certain thing. Nevertheless, speedy action is required in case the necessary process

of decision-making has been achieved, and any sort of delays in that case is

detrimental. Therefore, it is for this reason that we read in Islamic quotations: “Speed

up in doing decent jobs.” That is, once it is certain and proven that a task is good to be

.performed, there is no room left for any delays

Generally speaking, haste is inherent in human nature, but one must first recognize

.where to use it properly

****
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نَیِن -ِ سّلا دَدَعَ  اومُلَْعتَِلوَ  مْکُ  -ِ بّرَ نِم  لاًضْفَ  اوغُتَْبتَ  هًرَصِْبُم لِّ- رِاهََّنلا  هَیَاءَ  آنَْلعَجَوَ  لِْیَّللا  هَیَاءَ  آَنوْحَمَفَ  نِْیتَیَاءَ  رَاهََّنلاوَ  لَْیَّللا  انَْلعَجَوَ  ﴾ 12﴿

لاًیصِْفتَ هُانَْلَّصفَ  ءٍیْشَ  َّلکُوَ  بَاسَحِْلاوَ 

And We have appointed the night and the day two signs (of Our power); then We . “ 12
took away the sign of the night (the moon light), and We made the sign of the day

sight-giving that you may seek grace from your Lord and that you may know the

number of the years and the reckoning and We have explained everything very

.” distinctly

Commentary: verse 12

The underlying reason behind why the term night has usually preceded the term ‘day’
in the Qur’ān might be due to the fact that the ‘darkness’ of the earth emanates from

.itself while its ‘light’ has its origin in the sun

The revolving movement of the earth around itself and the emergence of the day and

the night and their alterations go according to the Divine providence and will, and they

:are not circumstantial or accidental. The verse says

And We have appointed the night and the day two signs (of Our power); then We “ 
took away the sign of the night (the moon light), and We made the sign of the day

 …” sight-giving that you may seek grace from your Lord

Paving the ground for the acquisition of the means of sustenance is the function of the

Divine providence. However, despite the fact that His grace and favor are both in

action, we must also go on with our struggle, never to take pride in our

p: 606

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5248 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


…” cleverness or audacity. “… you may seek grace from your Lord

The night and the day form a natural calendar which is perennial, universal, easy to

use, understandable, means of establishing order, and planning, knowing the number

:of years and keeping account of the affairs. The holy verse continues saying

 …” and that you may know the number of the years and the reckoning “… 

Incidentally, the measures for the organization of the system of creation are not

.unintended or without due causes. They are all having man as their main axis

In the hierarchy of existence, everything is well organized, based on universal laws,
and distinctly separated so as to avoid any collision, interference, and collapse. The

:verse, in this regard, says

.” and We have explained everything very distinctly “… 

****
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اًروشُنمَ هُاقَْلیَ  اًباتَکِ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هَُل  جُرِخُْنوَ  هِقُِنعُ  یِف  هُرَِئآطَ  هُانَْمزَْلأَ  نٍاسَنإِ  َّلکُوَ  ﴾ 13﴿

And every man’s record of action have We fastened to his neck; and on the Day . “ 13
.” of Judgment, We shall bring out for him a book which he will find wide open

Commentary: verse 13

The Arabic term /tā’ir/, mentioned in this holy verse, alludes metaphorically to man’s
action, for man’s actions are like birds which fly in order to reach man himself.

.Everybody’s record of action, whether good or bad, will be hung up around his neck

We have frequent references made in the Qur’ān to man’s record of action and there

:are various points dealt with in different verses, among which are the followings

:Man’s record of action is universal. The above verse says ( 1

; …” And every man’s record of action have We fastened to his neck “ 

(Nothing is left out of that record. “… it leaves out nothing, small or great, …”(1 ( 2

The culprits are intimidated by it. “… and you see the guilty fearful at what is in it, …” ( 3
((2

Man himself is in a position to arbitrate about his own course of action. “Read your ( 4
(book, your own self suffices today …”(3
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Those who are salvaged will be given their books to their right hand and the ones ( 5
who are supposed to go to Hell will be given their books to their left hand. “Then as for

him who is given his book in his right hand, he will say: ‘Lo! Read my book.” “And as for

him who is given his book in his left hand he shall say: ‘O would that my book had

(never been given me’.”(1

Accounts are kept for all and there are no exceptions. And, finally, all human beings

.will attend in the gathering place of Resurrection with their record of actions

All people’s actions are evident for Allah; the hanging up of the record of one’s actions

.upon the neck is destined for his own understanding

The registration of one’s record of actions is not a tangible process for man in this

.world, yet everything will be made transparent and clear for him in the Hereafter

****
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اًبیسِحَ کَْیلَعَ  مَوْیَْلا  کَسِْفنَِب  یفَکَ  کََباتَکِ  ْأرَْقا  ﴾ 14﴿

It will be said to him): ‘Read your book; your own self suffices today as a . “ ) 14
’.” reckoner against you

Commentary: verse 14

Man will be told to read his own book of records on the Day of the Hereafter. Those

people, who did not know how to read in this world, will be enabled to read then and

:there. The verse says

It will be said to him): ‘Read your book; your own self suffices today as a reckoner “ )
’.” against you

In a tradition, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) is quoted as saying: “On that day, will one remember

all of what he has done and is registered in his record. It seems as if he has done all

those in just the same moment. Therefore, the culprits, voice is being heard loud and

clear as to what type of letter of record it is in which no minor offences are missed just

.in the same way that the major ones are not missed

Fakhre-Rāzī is of the opinion that the objective by ‘the book of record’ is here the

‘spiritual scroll’ on which man’s acts leave an impact, and by ‘reading’ is here meant

the comprehension and understanding of it(1). In Tafsīr Al-Mīzān, ‘book’ has been

’. commented upon as ‘the acts in themselves

In numerous quotations, man is recommended that before the Resurrection he had

better see to his own accounts and records. For example: “Reckon your own account

(before you will be reckoned.”(2
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Such calculations pave the ground for man’s awakening, and the lack of them are

often signs of his own negligence. An Islamic tradition indicates that he who keeps

.record of his own deeds in this world will be at ease with his records in the Hereafter

Therefore, one must read his own record of actions in this world in order to reform,
amend, wipe out his weaknesses or compensate for them, repent and add up to his

(scroll of decent acts.(1

****
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لاًوسُرَ ثَعَْبَن  یَّتحَ  نَیِب   ِ ذّعَُم اَّنکُ  امَوَ  يرَخُْا  رَزْوِ  هٌرَزِاوَ  رُزِتَ  لاَوَ  اهَْیلَعَ  ُّلضِیَ  امَّنإِف  َّلضَ  نمَوَ  هِسِْفنَِل  يدِتَهْیَ  امََّنإِف  يدَتَهْا  نَِّم  ﴾ 15﴿

Whoever gets guided aright, has only got guided aright to his own gain, and . “ 15
whoever goes astray, it is only to his own loss; and no one laden bears the burden of

.” another, nor do We punish (anyone) until We raise a messenger

Commentary: verse 15

Keeping the contents of verses 25 of Al-An‘ām, 13 of Al-‘Ankabūt, as well as Islamic

quotations under consideration, one may conclude that the main pioneers of

paganism and seduction must shoulder the burden of the mounting guilt of their

followers as well as that of their own without decreasing anything from the guilt of the

.followers, for they have provided their means of seduction

Man is free to select his own way. Accepting guidance, of course, is to his own

advantage, while infidelity and rejection are to his own detriment. They are of no

.benefits or losses to Allah

At any rate, this noble verse provides four fundamental and principal commandments

:in connection with Reckoning and compensations for one’s performances

At first, it implies that he who is led straight on, has been guided to his own ( 1
.advantage and the consequences of his actions will benefit his own self solely

, …” Whoever gets guided aright, has only got guided aright to his own gain “ 

p: 612

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5254 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


He who is misled, is seduced to his own detriment, and will eventually suffer the ( 2
:consequences of his own actions. The verse continues saying

; …” and whoever goes astray, it is only to his own loss “… 

And no one will ever shoulder the burden of the guilt of someone else and no one ( 3
will be held responsible for the crime or the offences which are committed by another

:person. The verse says

, …” and no one laden bears the burden of another “… 

Certainly, this general rule, which states that no one will shoulder the burden of the

guilt of someone else, has got no discrepancy with the verse in Sura An-Nahl which

indicates that the seducers will also have to bear the burden of the responsibility of

those whom they have misled,(1) for their act of seduction of others will frame them

as the performers of those evil acts and, in fact, it is their own sins which they are

.shouldering

The fourth commandment is eventually stated that Allah shall not punish any ( 4
person or any nation unless He has sent a prophet to them so as to explain to them

:their duties in detail and to complete the argument. The verse says

.” nor do We punish (anyone) until We raise a messenger “… 

****
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اًریِمدْتَ اهَاَنرَّْمدَفَ  لُوْقَْلا  اهَْیلَعَ  َّقحَفَ  اهَیِف  اوقُسَفَفَ  اهَیِفرَْتُم  اَنرْمَأَ  هًیَرْقَ  کَِلهُّْن  نأَ  آَندْرَأَ  اذَإِوَ  ﴾ 16﴿

And once We determine to exterminate a town, We command its luxurious people . “ 16
(to obey Us), but they transgress therein, thus the word proves true against it, then

.” We destroy it with utter destruction

Commentary: verse 16

The Qur’ānic sentence: /’amranā mutrafīhā/ signifies that Allah commands the great

men of the nation to obey orders, for We must keep in mind the fact that the Almighty

will never issue orders as for the commitment of sins and offences. On the contrary,
He always issues orders for the establishment of justice and benevolent acts. Allah’s
way of extermination consists of issuing orders for obedience. The affluent, who lack

conscience, will oppose and the common people also follow them. It is then that the

Divine wrath will be decisively actualized and the Divine chastisement and furry will be

:incumbent. The verse says

And once We determine to exterminate a town, We command its luxurious people “ 
(to obey Us), but they transgress therein, thus the word proves true against it, then

.” We destroy it with utter destruction

The will to execute by the All-Knowing Allah is based upon the sinful grounds which we

provide and the negative attributes which we exhibit, otherwise the compassionate

Allah will never seek to exterminate any nation unduely. According to a statement

issued by Imam Ridā (a.s.), the
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.( Divine Will in this verse is conditional upon our sin. (Tafsīr-i-Kanz-ud-Daqayiq

:Explanations

One of the manners by which the Divine chastisement and Wrath is achieved is . 1
.‘affluence’ and being immersed in Allah’s blessings

The existence of a luxurious class in every society paves the ground for the Divine . 2
.Wrath

The moral and social decadence of every society is initiated by and is mainly on the . 3
.hands of that society’s luxurious chiefs

The affluent who are indifferent stand up to the call of the prophets before all . 4
.others, for corruption usually has its origins in affluence

Let us take the Divine threats seriously and reform us, for the executive force . 5
behind the Divine threats has its roots in our own performances, and the Divine

outrage and chastisement are utterly severe. “… then we destroy it with utter

.” destruction

****
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اًریصَِب اًریِبخَ  هِدِابَعِ  بِوُنذُِب  ِ-كَ  بّرَِب یفَکَوَ  حٍوُن  دِْعَب  نِم  نِورُقُْلا  نَِم  انَکْلَهْأَ  مْکَوَ  ﴾ 17﴿

And what a great number (of people) We did exterminate after Noah! And your . “ 17
.” Lord is sufficient as Knowing and Seeing with regard to the sins of His servants

Commentary: verse 17

This noble verse, which recounts the extermination of a generation of mankind and

the beginning of a new world order in human life, depicts the fact that the era of Noah

(a.s.) has been recorded as a turning point in the history of mankind. The life

preceding Noah (a.s.) had been an extremely simple life in nature with a very limited

population and was lacking in an adventurous type of history. Moreover, the

continuity of the generation of human kind had been made possible with the few

.(. believers who were inside the ship with Noah (a.s

The verse, while warning the ignorant and the negligent and while being instructive

for the people, provides a source of comfort for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), exclaiming that

.if the pagans do not stop hurting and teasing him, they will face the Divine Wrath

After Noah’s people, the nations of ‘Ād, Thamūd, Lūt, as well as the companions of

Madyan, Pharaoh, Hāmān, Karun, and the companions of Phīl also were entangled

:with the Divine Wrath. The verse says

! …” And what a great number (of people) We did exterminate after Noah “ 
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The nations who throughout history were entangled with the Divine Wrath and fury

are numerous, and the Divine Wrath is not exclusive to the Day of Judgment only. It

.also may take place in this world as well

This noble verse presents examples of the above issues as a general principle, stating

that: What a numerous groups of people who lived after Noah who, according to this

.way of treatment, were annihilated by Allah

Then, The Qur’ān adds that such is not the case that oppressions and tyranny, or

sinfulness of an individual or a group remain hidden from the sharp sight of Allah. This

much is adequate that Allah is well aware of the sins of His servants and He has got

:careful eyes on them. The verse says

And your Lord is sufficient as Knowing and Seeing with regard to the sins of His “… 
.” servants

The fact that the era succeeding Noah has been stressed here, might probably be for

the sake that man’s life before Noah had been very simple and so many differences

were usually non-existent, in particular the division of the society into the ‘affluent’
and the ‘oppressed’ and, therefore, the people in those societies were hardly

.entangled with the Divine punishment

****
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اًروحُدَّْم اًموُمذْمَ  اهَلاَصْیَ  مََّنهَجَ  هَُل  انَْلعَجَ  َّمُث  دُیرُِّن  نمَِل  ءُآشََن  امَ  اهَیِف  هَُل  انَْلَّجعَ  هَلَجِاعَْلا  دُیرُِی  نَاکَ  نَّم  ﴾ 18﴿

Whoever desires this (transient worldly) life, We hasten for him therein what We . “ 18
please for whomever We desire; then We appoint Hell for him into which he will enter

.” disgraced, rejected

Commentary: verse 18

As the previous holy verses dealt with the opposition by the still-necked dissidents in
face of the Divine orders and their later extermination, this verse alludes to the true

causes of such a disobedience and unruliness which is brought about by the love of

:the world, saying

Whoever desires this (transient worldly) life, We hasten for him therein what We “ 
please for whomever

; …” We desire

It is worthy to note that the Qur’ān does not say that he, who seeks after the world,
will obtain what he wishes. But, it sets two conditions for it: the first refers to that He

bestows upon him only part of what he wants, or, in other words, he reaches the very

.extent to which We will

The second one refers to the matter that all individuals do not obtain access to this

much either. On the contrary, only some of them will be provided with access to part

of the worldly goods; those people whom We deem right: “… for whomever We

; …” desire

Therefore, neither do all worldly lovers attain to their wishes, nor those who have

.their aspirations fulfilled will reach the whole of what they desire completely
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Our daily life also explicitly unveils the truth regarding this matter. How large is the

number of those people who seek after wealth day and night successively and reach

nowhere, obtaining very little for their tremendous effort, and what a large number of

people exist there who have great ambitions in this world and who attain a limited

.number of their wishes

Here is an important point of view revealing itself in that, this group, while having

been designated to burn in Hell-Fire, are also qualified with two attributes of

‘disgraced’ and ‘rejected’ which being applied in their case, each of which is

:separately being stressed. The verse continues saying

.” then We appoint Hell for him into which he will enter disgraced, rejected “… 

In fact, the Hell-Fire will be their physical punishment designated, and being blamed

and distanced are their spiritual punishment which are allocated for them, for one

must keep in mind that Resurrection is both ‘physical’ as well as ‘spiritual’ and its

.reward and punishment also encompass both

****
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اًروکُشَّْم مهُُیْعسَ  نَاکَ  کَِئَلوْاُفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  اهَیَْعسَ  اهََل  یعَسَوَ  هَرَخِلاَا  دَارَأَ  نْمَوَ  ﴾ 19﴿

And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it as he ought to strive, and he . “ 19
.” is a believer, (as for) these, their striving shall be thanked

Commentary: verse 19

He who desires for the good of Hereafter and the blessing of Paradise, and struggles

along these lines; that is, he who obeys Allah (s.w.t.) and distances himself from the

sins while believing in monotheism and the prophetic mission of the prophets, his

:struggle will be acknowledged and his worship will be acceptable. The verse says

And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it as he ought to strive, and he is a “ 
.” believer, (as for) these, their striving shall be thanked

:Therefore, in order to achieve eternal happiness, there are three conditions pending

Man’s will, that is, the kind of will which relates to the eternal life, and does not ( 1
appertain to the passing whims, pleasures, blessings and purely material gains and

.goals

Such a ‘will’ must not be in a weak form and lack in strength in the spheres of ( 2
thinking and spirit. Contrarily, it must call on all the particles of human existence and

.set them in motion and employ all his means and struggles to this end

All of these must be coupled with faith; that kind of faith which is constant and ( 3
steady, for one’s decision and his struggle will yield results only when they have got

their roots in correct and proper motives and those kinds of motives can not be

.anything other than faith to Allah
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اًروظُحْمَ ِ-كَ  بّرَ ءُآطَعَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ ءِآطَعَ  نِْم  ءِلآؤُهَوَ  ءِلآؤُهَ  ُّدمُِّن  لاکُ  ﴾ 20﴿

All We succour, these and those, from the bounty of your Lord; and the bounty of . “ 20
(.” your Lord is not closed (to anyone

Commentary: verse 20

Allah has created all men free and, by placing at their disposal all the means, He has

put them to the test so that their way of acting and choice becomes evident, in a

manner that those who deal with Allah are parted from the rest. It is just like ‘the

organization of water and electricity, which makes these two blessings available to all

.houses so that the individuals, by their own choice, use them in a good or a bad way

Therefore, it is Allah’s way of treatment to make all the blessings and helps available

to all so that every body can exhibit his positive and negative attributes. The verse

:says

All We succour, these and those, from the bounty of “ 

; …” your Lord

Certainly, having faith in Allah and seeking the Hereafter have not any discrepancy

.with enjoying the material means

Incidentally, Allah’s favours cover us and are encompassing us owing to His Lordship

:and His Own benevolence; otherwise, He does not owe us anything. The verse says

(.” and the bounty of your Lord is not closed (to anyone “… 

****
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لاًیضِْفتَ رُبَکْأَوَ  تٍاجَرَدَ  رُبَکْأَ  هُرَخِلاََلوَ  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهُضَْعَب  انْلَّضفَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُنا  ﴾ 21﴿

Behold how We have preferred some of them over others; and, definitely, the . “ 21
.” Hereafter is greater in ranks and greater in excellence

Commentary: verse 21

The superiority of individuals over one another consists of two types: At times, man is
endowed over his equals in his aptitude, interest, thinking, family conditions,
geographical conditions etc, in which case all are Allah’s grace and are for one’s
testing and are coupled with responsibilities. This verse alludes to these kinds of

superiorities. At other times, such superiorities have their bases in oppression,
.exploitation and in colonization, which must be considered separately

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “The hierarchy of Paradise is accorded to each individuals

according to the reasoning and power of wisdom of the dwellers of Paradise.” (Tafsīr-
(i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Therefore, the Qur’ān recounts this very basic principle in this verse. As differences in
struggles in this world result in differential reaping of the results, this rule also applies

in all the transactions in the Hereafter as well. The only difference is that this world is
limited and its differences also are confined, whereas the Hereafter is unlimited and

:its variations also are unlimited. The verse says

; …” Behold how We have preferred some of them over others “ 
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Note as to how, We made some excel others because of the differences in their

struggle: however, the hierarchical order of the here-after excels others and is far

:more precious. The verse continues saying

.” and, definitely, the Hereafter is greater in ranks and greater in excellence “… 

?Are world and Hereafter contrary to each other

In numerous verses, there are great appraisals made for the world along with its

material benefits. However, inspire of the entire importance given to the material

merits and blessings, one finds numerous meanings with regard to the humiliation

and demising of those blessings of the world in the Qur’ānic verses. Such dual

.meanings are also objectively found in Islamic quotations as well

The answer to this query can be found in the Qur’ān itself that the blessings of the

material world, which are also the favours of Allah, and certainly are regarded as

necessary in the system of creation, if used as a means for the spiritual development

.and happiness of man, they are to be appreciated as well and by all means

However, if they are used only as a goal and as an end in themselves, aloof from

humane and spiritual values, they naturally lead to the man’s arrogance, negligence,
unruliness, tyranny and oppression, and, hence, they are to be regarded as a curse

.and worthy of all kinds of condemnation

How beautifully has this been stated by Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) in that speech of

:his which is concise and expressive

He who looks at it with insight, (regarding it as a means of vision), it will bestow him“
sight; and he who regards it as an end in itself, then it will blind him.” (Nahj-ul-

(Balaqah, sermon 82
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In fact, the difference between the blamed world and the admired world is the same

thing which is understood from the Qur’ānic terms /’ilayhā/ which denotes to the ‘aim’
’. and /bihā/ which refers to the ‘means

Ali (a.s.), regarding this world and the Reckoning Day, says: “Beware! Surely this world

is a place from which protection cannot be sought except (while one is) in it.” (Nahj-ul-
(Balaqah, sermon 62

****
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لاًوذُخَّْم اًموُمذْمَ  دَعُْقتَفَ  رَخَاءَ  اًهَلإِ  هَِّللا  عَمَ  لْعَجْتَ  لاَ  ﴾ 22﴿

.” Do not associate with Allah any other god, lest you will sit reproved, despised . “ 22

Commentary: verse 22

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is being addressed in this verse, but the verse is meant

.for the public who are under the leadership of him

Man’s flourishing nature as well as his glory, rest with monotheism and his paganism

and worship of any other being is degradation to him and makes him despised and

.mean

Therefore, this noble verse begins with the statement of the issue of monotheism and

faith, that kind of monotheism which is the core of all positive activities and good

:deeds of man as well as his constructive deeds. At first, the Qur’ān says

, …” Do not associate with Allah any other god “ 

It does not state do not worship any other god along with Allah, but it says: ‘Do not

associate’, so as to present a wider scope of meaning; that is, neither in ideas, nor in
practice, nor in prayers, desires, nor in worshipping associate any other god along

.with Allah

Then, alluding to the devastating effect of paganism, the verse implies that if you

associate with Him any other god, you will be demised, despised and will be neglected

:(isolated). It says

.” lest you will sit reproved, despised “… 

One can conclude from the above sentence that paganism has got three formidable

:disgraceful effects on man

.Paganism leads to, and is a source of, weakness, disability, and humiliation ( 1
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Paganism is the source of demise and blame, for it depicts a deviating line and ( 2
.method in face of logic, rationality, and it is an obvious neglect of Allah’s blessings

Paganism will cause Allah to abandon the pagan to his self-made gods and stop ( 3
.protecting him

Consequently, the ‘neglected one’ is he who has got no helpful companions and is

blamed by Allah, the angels, the believers, and the awakened conscience of the

.enlightened people as well as the wise men of the world

****
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Section 3:Goodness and Submission to Parents Ordained

Point

Goodness and submission to parents ordained – The due to the near of kin should be

given away – kindness to the poor, frugality in expenses and gentleness in speech

.enjoined

لاَوَ فٍُّا  آمَهَُل  لقُتَ  َـلافَ  امـَهُلاَکِ  وْأَ  آمَهُدُحـَأَ  رَبَکِْلا  كَدَـنعِ  َّنغَُلْبیَ  اَّمإِ  اًـناسَحْإِ  نِْیدَِـلاوَْلاِبوَ  هُاَّیإِ  َّـلآإِ  اودُُـبْعتَ  َّـلااَ  کَُّبرَ  یضـَقَوَ  ﴾ 23﴿

اًمیرِکَ لاًوْقَ  امَهَُل  لُقوَ  امَهُرْهَْنتَ 

And your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him and (to show) . “ 23
kindness to parents; if one of them or both of them reach old age with you, do not say

.” to them ‘fie’, nor repulse them, and speak to them a gracious word

Commentary: verse 23

Next to the principle of monotheism, the Qur’ān alludes to one of the most

:fundamental instructions of the prophets with regard to mankind, stating that

And your Lord has commanded that you worship none but Him and (to show) “ 
; …” kindness to parents

Placing Unity, monotheism, which is the most fundamental principles of Islam,
alongside with being kind and good towards one’s parents, is a further emphasis laid

.on this important Islamic commandment
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Later, it refers to one of the clear examples for kindness to one’s parents, implying

that whenever one of them or both reach old age while living with you, that is when

they need your constant care, do not spare them any act of kindness and do not

despise them or scorn them by insulting them the least. That is, even stop uttering the

.slightest despising murmuring sound

Do not shout at them, but speak to them in a calculated kind and highly esteemed

:manner. The noble verse continues saying

if one of them or both of them reach old age with you, do not say to them ‘fie’, nor “… 
.” repulse them, and speak to them a gracious word

****
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اًریغِصَ یِنایََّبرَ  امَکَ  امَهُمْحَرْا    ِ بَّّر لُقوَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم    ِ لُّّذلا حَانَجَ  امَهَُل  ضْفِخْاوَ  ﴾ 24﴿

And out of compassion, lower unto them the wing of humility, and say: ‘My Lord! . “ 24
.” Have mercy on them both as they cherished me when I was little

Commentary: verse 24

In words and in deeds, try your best to be humble towards your parents. The

objective in mind by the Qur’ānic term /ŏull/ is not meant to denote humility, but, it

means ‘gentleness and humbleness.’ By the phrase: ‘lower unto them the wing of

humility’, which is literally mentioned in the above verse, is the simile which refers to

making oneself in the utmost sense of submissive gentleness towards one’s parents.
.It makes one recall a bird which opens up its wings to provide shelter for its offspring

The Almighty thus proclaims to cover your parents gently under your love and

generosity by providing them with shelter and care as they provided you with shelter

:and care when you were little. The verse says

, …” And out of compassion, lower unto them the wing of humility “ 

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in this regard said: That is, do not look at them except with

compassion and kindness; do not raise your voice when talking to them above their

voice; and do not raise your hand above theirs, and do not go before them when

.walking

Therefore, pray for them and ask Allah to allocate His blessings and forgiveness to

,them before and after their death
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for they have brought you up as a child. This very recent one is in case that they are

:both believers. The verse says

and say: ‘My Lord! Have mercy on them both as they cherished me when I was “… 
.” little

One can infer from this verse that the praying of children for their parents who are

dead is acceptable by Allah (s.w.t.), otherwise, there would be no use in saying: “pray

.” for them

****
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اًروفُغَ نَیِباَّولاَِل  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِفَ  نَیحِِلاصَ  اوُنوکُتَ  نإِ  مْکُسِوفُُن  یِف  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  مْکُُّبرَ  ﴾ 25﴿

Your Lord is well aware about what is in your selves. If you be righteous, then . “ 25
.” verily He is for the repentant forgiving

Commentary: verse 25

Among the Divine powers and Divinity of the Almighty is His Omniscience, and every

kind of service rendered to one’s parents, is carried out under His supervision. The

:verse, in this respect, says

. …” Your Lord is well aware about what is in your selves “ 

If one is ignorantly having an unsuitable relationship or approach towards one’s
.parents, one can call Allah’s grace to the matter by repenting of his sins

As it may sometimes happen that with regard to one’s relationship with his parents

and respect for them and gentle submissiveness concerning them, there might be

deviancies occurred which one might unconsciously or deliberately perform, the

Qur’ān in this holy verse implies that your Lord is better aware of what is in your mind

than you. For, His knowledge in all fields is intuitively direct, constant, original, eternal,
everlasting and lacks all errors, while your knowledge does not possess such

.characteristics

Therefore, if you, with no intention of disobeying against Allah, get involved in an

erroneous behavior with regard to respect and goodness concerning your parents,
and you regret it immediately, initiating compensation you will definitely be covered

:by His amnesty. The verse says
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.” If you be righteous, then verily He is for the repentant forgiving “… 

****

.Quotations Concerning Respect for Parents in Islam

Islam has stressed respect for parents to the extend that one can find such respect

:for few other matters. As examples, some traditions are cited here in this connection

In four of the Suras of the Glorious Qur’ān, goodness towards one’s parents ( 1
immediately follows the subject of monotheism. Treating the matter in the same row,
and equal basis with monotheism, exhibits the fact that to what extend it regards, for

.one’s parents is considered important in Islam

This issue is so important that both the Holy Qur’ān and Islamic quotations have ( 2
explicitly recommended that even if one’s parents are pagans, respect for them is a

’. ‘must

Thanking parents, in the Glorious Qur’ān, is placed on an identical basis with ( 3
(thanking Allah for His blessings. (Sura Luqmān

The Qur’ān has not allowed the slightest kind of lack of respect for the parents. “… ( 4
(do not say to them ‘fie’ …”(1

A tradition from Imam Kāzim (a.s.) declares: “Some one called on the Prophet ( 5
(p.b.u.h.) and asked him about the rights of parents. He answered: ‘One must not call

them by name. (They must be addressed as: My Father…!) He should not go in front of

them when walking; and should not seat himself before his parent. One must not be

acting in such a way as to be blamed for his parents. He must not behave such a

manner that people say: ‘Hoping that Allah does not forgive

p: 632

The current Sura, verse 23 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5274 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_632_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(your father for having done such a job’.” (Usul-i-Kāfī and Tafsir-us-Sāfī

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said: “Let his nose be rubbed against the ground! Let his ( 6
nose be rubbed against the ground! Let his nose be rubbed against the ground!” Then

he was asked: “Whose nose O’ Messenger of Allah?” So he answered: “The one who

does not do a good job to enter the Paradise once his parents reach old age!” This

quotation has been cited by Moslem in his ‘Sahih’. (Cited in Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and

(Tafsīr-us-Sāfī

Abū-Sayyid-’Ansārī has said: “Once we were with the blissful Prophet. A man from ( 7
the Banī-Salmah came and said: ‘O!’ Messenger of Allah! Is there any thing good that I
can do for them after the death of my parents? And is there any generous act which I
can do for them?’ He answered: ‘O’, Yes. You can do them good by performing the

prayer rituals for them; and asking forgiveness on their behalf from Allah; and

keeping to the words and to their commitments and making payments for their debts

(as well as respecting their friends. (Tafsīr-i-Majma‘-ul-Bayān

In some of the quotations received, assisting and doing ‘good’ to one’s parents ( 8
have been greatly recommended and doing them harm has been discarded. For

instances, the reward for looking with compassion at one’s own parents has been

equated with an accepted ‘Hajj’. Their consent is identical with the consent of Allah

and their outrage is on an equal footing with that by Allah. Kindness and generosity

towards one’s parents prolongs one’s lifetime and causes our children to be kind and

generous towards us. We have it in quotations that: If you were even beaten by them,
do not utter a low word; do not stare at them; do not raise up your hand against

them; do not walk in front of them; do not call them by name; do not

p: 633

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5275 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


do what might lead the people to curse them or insult them; do not seat yourselves

before them, assist them before being asked by them for assistance. (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-
(uth-Thaqalayn, Usul-i-Kāfī, Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, Tafsīr-us-Sāfī

Generosity and kindness to one’s parents are among the attributes of the prophets ( 9
as is explained about Hadrat-i-‘Issā (a.s.) “And (He has made me) kind to my mother,

(…”(1) and is also said about Hadrat-i-Yahyā (a.s.) “And kindness to his parents, …”(2

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) has remarked: “kindness to the parents is the greatest ( 10
((and the most important) of the Divine duties.” (Mīzān-ul-Hikmah, vol. 10

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has stated: “The best of the deeds are: Prayer rituals which are ( 11
performed at their appropriate time; Kindness and goodness towards one’s parents,

(Fighting a holy war for the sake of Allah. (Bihār, vol. 74, p. 85

The prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has stated: “Whoever obeys Allah’s command with ( 12
regard to his parents, two of the gates of the Paradise will be laid wide open to Him;

and if he obeys one (of them), one (of the gate-ways of the Paradise will be left open

(for him).” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 16, p. 467

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has stated: “The person who obeys his parents and ( 13
his Lord, will be assigned a highly-elevated position in Paradise.” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl,

(vol. 16, P. 467

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “He who wishes his life be prolonged ( 14
and his means of sustenance be made abundant, must treat his parents with kindness

and
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(observe the union of kindred.” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 16, p. 467

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “A man turned up before the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked: ( 15
‘O’ Messenger of Allah! Whom should I do kindness to?’ He answered: ‘To your

mother!’ Again, he asked: ‘Next to my mother, to whom (should I be kind)?’ He

answered: ‘To your mother!’ Again, that man asked: ‘After her, to whom (should I do

good)?’ He answered again: ‘To your mother.’ And, finally, he asked: ‘Following my

mother, to whom (should I do good next)?’ He replied: ‘To your father.’ (Bihār, vol. 74,
(p. 49

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) remarked: “Do your fathers good so as your ( 16
children also do you good. Turn your eyes away from the wives of others so that

(others turn away their eyes from your wives.” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 16, p. 466

One must keep in mind the fact that one’s parents are not regarded as only parents.
In some quotations the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Amir-ul-mu’mineen (a.s.) are

considered as the ‘fathers of nation’. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Ali and I are the

.” fathers of this Ummat

In conclusion, once the parents focus their attention on the fact that they stand in

importance next to the principle of monotheism of Islam, they will be motivated

.strongly to call their children to adopt monotheism and Islam still further

****
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اًریذِْبتَ ِ رْ  ذّبَُت لاَوَ  لِیِبَّسلا  نَْباوَ  نَیکِسْمِْلاوَ  هَُّقحَ  یَبرْقُْلا  اذَ  تِاءَوَ  ﴾ 26﴿

And give to the near of kin his due, and (to) the needy, and the wayfarer; and do . “ 26
.” not squander wastefully

Commentary: verse 26

In this noble verse, the Qur’ān explains still further another chapter from the

interrelated fundamental principles of Islam regarding the rights of relatives and the

needy as well as the wayfarer and, generally speaking, the issue of spending one’s
:wealth, without immoderation and extravagance. At first, the verse says

, …” And give to the near of kin his due “ 

This holy phrase signifies broadly and covers all of one’s relatives, though the ‘Ahl-ul-
Bayt’ of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are the most clear examples of it, and the Prophet

himself (p.b.u.h.) is being clearly and straightly addressed in this verse. Moreover, the

:verse continues saying

.” and (to) the needy, and the wayfarer; and do not squander wastefully “… 

In the meantime, the Qur’ān recommends all not to engage in wasting or spoiling and

.do not exceed the limits, giving them away more than what they merit

Concerning the issue of immoderation and extravagance and concentration on this

matter is so highly recommended that we read in quotations: The prophet (p.b.u.h.)
was walking once on a road. One of his companions called Sa‘d was engaged in

performing the ritual ablution for praying, and he was using a lot of water. He (p.b.u.h.)
asked: “Why is it that you are wasting so such water, O’ Sa‘d?” He said: “Is there
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any immoderation in the water of ablution?” He replied: “Yes. Even once you find

.” yourself by a flowing stream

:Explanations

The Arabic term /tabŏīr/ which is derived from /baŏr/ signifies ‘squandering’, like . 1
preparing 10 meals for two guests. In other words, that means spreading one’s wealth

.all over by means of wasting it

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has stated: “He who consumes something in ways other than the . 2
path of obedience of Allah, is a ‘squanderer’.” (Bihār, vol. 75, p.302) Answering a query

concerning the issue of spending in allowed cases, he has ascertained “Yes, for, he

who overspends in almsgiving and gives away out of his wealth, leaving nothing for

(himself, he has extravagated in using lawful properly.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

After the revelation of this verse, the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was searching for the . 3
aim of Allah by the phrase /ŏil qurbā/ (near of kin) when Allah revealed to him to give

‘Fadak’ to Fatimah (a.s.) and he did accordingly. However, later Fadak was

illegitimately taken back from the Ahl-ul-Bayt, who tended to document their claim by

this verse. Therefore, by the relatives, the objective of /ŏawil qurbā/ (near of kin) are:
.(. Ali, Fātimah, Hassan and Hossayn (a.s

The Shi‘ite commentators as well as Sunni commentators like Tabarī, deducing from

the quotations, write: When arriving at Shām along with other prisoners, Imam Sajjād

(a.s.) for demonstrating to their capturers as to why they considered the Ahl-ul-Bayt

as aliens and non-Muslims, documented his speech with this verse, saying: “/ŏawil

,qurbā/ (relatives) which is mentioned in this verse
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directly refers to us and are intended for demonstrating our case.” (’Ihtijāj-i- . 1
(Tabarsī, vol. 2, p.33, Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Some quotations consider this verse as relating to ‘khums’ (one-fifth), while some

others regard the verse as speaking of matters higher than material issues. They

have said that this verse commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to pay what is due to Ali-
Ibn-’Abi-Tālib by appointing him as his successor in his will. Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has

mentioned with respect to this verse: “The right of Ali-Ibn-Abi-Tālib (a.s.) which has

been due to him, has been succession to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and having

(the prophetic sciences.” (Kāfī, vol. 1, p. 294

The objective in mind when mentioning the term /tabŏīr/ in the verse, which has been

cited and which prohibits Muslims from engaging themselves in is /quluww/
((exaggerations). (Tafsīr-i-Furqān

Fadak was a large farm which was placed at the disposal of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) . 2
without any fighting. That the Prophet in turn left it at the disposal of the Ahl-ul-Bayt

(a.s.) for reasons of their popularity, chastity, devotion, trustfulness, and on order to

support them economically in the line of propagation and removing the poverty of the

Muslim Ummah. However, after the passing away of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Abū-Bakr

re-occupied it, which was later returned to them by ‘Umar-Ibn-i-Abdul ’Azīz. They

again usurped it and it was returned to them during the era of Ma’mūn Abbasi. Once

again they got furious. There is an extensive literature on the discussions about the

historical, legal, and political issues involved which is mentioned the commentaries

.concerning this verse, which we avoid stating them all in here
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اًروفُکَ ِ-هِ  بّرَِل نُاطَْیَّشلا  نَاکَوَ  نِیطِایََّشلا  نَاوَخْإِ  اوُناکَ  نَیرِ   ِ ذّبَمُْلا َّنإِ  ﴾ 27﴿

Verily, the squanderers are the brethrens (accomplices) of the Satans and the . “ 27
.” Satan was very ungrateful to his Lord

Commentary: verse 27

This verse provides a firm justification and emphasizes once again the negation of

squandering. It implies that those who engage in over consumption are accomplices

to the Satan, for they tend to spoil Allah’s blessings, and ‘the Satan’ was most

ungrateful to Allah, for Allah had bestowed upon him an exceptional potentiality

intelligence, as well as extraordinary capability, which he utilized for objectives other

than what all of them were destined for, that is, he employed all towards seduction of

:the people. The verse says

Verily, the squanderers are the brethrens (accomplices) of the Satans and the Satan “ 
.” was very ungrateful to his Lord

Incidentally, the term /’ax/ in Arabic often denotes both ‘brother’, as well as one’s
‘companion’, and one’s company, as in the case of /’ixwassafar/ which refers to the

person who is constantly engaged in traveling and in the case of /’ixwal karam/ which

’. refers to the person who is ‘generous

Brotherhood’ is sometimes a hereditary issue which is established as a result of one’s‘
familial relationship and at times it is the consequence of one’s political affiliation. The

squanderers are thus, in a sense, the politically affiliated brothers of the Satan, that is,
.they are those who follow in the track of the Satan and keep his company
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There are frequent references made in the Qur’ān to the ‘Satanical temptations’ or

his mastership over individuals. But, the only occasion on which the phrase /’ixwān-
uš-šayātīn/ has been used is this verse, which means the squanderers are as the

‘collaborators’ of the Satan, and not under his domination. As can be seen, one has

here not only been overtaken by his temptations, but he has arrived at a stage of

.collaboration and assistance of the Satan

The act of ‘squander’ is mostly used in the sphere of financial matters. However, it

might also refer to other blessings such as ‘wasting of one’s youth’, or of his ‘life-time’
or utilizing of one’s thinking, eyes, ears and tongue in incorrect ways, assigning of

responsibilities to indecent people, acceptance of responsibilities without having the

proper qualifications and over and above one’s capacities and limitations, instructing

and learning of unessential and useless matters, etc. (Tafsīr-i-Atyab-ul-Bayān, and

(. Furqān

****
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اًروسُْیَّم لاًوْقَ  مْهَُّل  لقُفَ  اهَوجُرْتَ  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  هٍمَحْرَ  ءَآغَِتْبا  مُهُْنعَ  َّنضَرِْعُت  اَّمإِوَ  ﴾ 28﴿

And if you turn away from them seeking mercy from your Lord, which you are . “ 28
.” hopeful for, then speak unto them a gentle word

Commentary: verse 28

The Qur’ān declares that whenever you are unable to do them good because of your

lack of means and funds and you are about to ask Allah for help, hoping to get His help

so as to assist them in fulfilling their needs, pledge to aid them in a good manner and

:use soft words as far as you can. The verse says

And if you turn away from them seeking mercy from your Lord, which you are “ 
.” hopeful for, then speak unto them a gentle word

Therefore, this noble verse deals with adopting a decent approach towards the

people. That was why, while waiting for Allah’s grace and assistance for providing him

with the necessary means and funds, the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would pray for him

who might turn to him for help when and if he lacked the means and the fund, saying:
(. “May Allah provide the means for you and I out of His Grace!” (Tafsīr-i-Lāhījī

Fātimah Zahrā (a.s.) once asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for a maid to help her with her

chores. He answered: “There are four hundred in the mosque who have no food and

clothing. Were the case not so, I would appoint a maid servant for you.” He then

taught her the ‘hymms’ known as ‘Tasbīhyāt’ which
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(are called as: ‘Tasbīhāt-i-Hadrat-i-Zahrā’. (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth- Thaqalayn

The blissful Qur’ān contains instructions concerning the ways of talking with people,
among them one may name the gentleness, leniency, easiness, firmness, idiomatic

and eloquent ways with which one must commence his speaking. The verse 3, Tā Hā;

.44, 4, ’Isrā’; 23, 5, 9, 6, 8, 7, and 63 Nisā confirm the above points

****
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اًروسُحَّْم اًموُلمَ  دَعُْقتَفَ  طِسْبَْلا  َّلکُ  اهَطْسُْبتَ  لاَوَ  کَقُِنعُ  یَلإِ  هًَلوُلْغمَ  كَدَیَ  لْعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 29﴿

And do not make your hand to be shackled to your neck nor stretch it to the . “ 29
.” utmost (limit) of its stretching, so that you should sit down blamed, empty-handed

Commentary: verse 29

As observing the issue of moderation in everything in life, even in cases of sharing

one’s wealth with others, is a prime factor, the Qur’ān stresses this matter in this

:noble verse, saying

And do not make your hand to be Shackled to “ 

 …” your neck

This expression provides a delicate allusion to the fact that one must be generous and

not be a miser as those who behave in such a way as if their hands are both in chains

.and tied up to their necks, thus unable to give away anything to anyone

This verse also recommends all not to be overgenerous and open-handed so as not to

:be blamed and get stuck with your job. The verse continues saying

nor stretch it to the utmost (limit) of its stretching, so that you should sit down “… 
.” blamed, empty-handed

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) remarked: “The Qur’ānic term /mahsūr/ here is meant envy,
poverty, and empty-handedness. Some also claim that ‘blame’ concerns with the

beginning of the verse which refers to ‘miserliness’ while the term ‘empty-handed’
.alludes to ‘lavishness’ in spending and is related to the end of the verse
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A woman once sent down his son to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked his shirt for

sanctification purposes of blessings. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) gave away his only shirt

and as he had no other one to put on, he did not get out of the house for attending his

prayers. This holy verse was revealed indicating that generosity does not imply that

.one gives away his only single shirt

We have it in another quotation, saying: Some gold was brought and handed down to

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and he gave the whole of it away to the poor instantly. On the

following day, a beggar came up to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), asked for something. He had

.nothing left to give him. The beggar insulted him

As the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had nothing to give him, was saddened upon which occasion

(when this verse was revealed. (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

****
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اًریصَِب اًریِبخَ  هِدِابَعِِب  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  رُدِْقیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَِل  قَزْ   ِ رّلا طُسُْبیَ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 30﴿

Verily, your Lord extends the sustenance for whomever He pleases; and straitens . “ 30
.” (it for whom He pleases), verily He is, of His servants, All-Aware, All-Seeing

Commentary: verse 30

Allah’s coffers are plentiful and well expanded, though as a matter of expediency, He

sometimes widens the scope for the means of sustenance for some people, while, at

other times, He tightens up and makes the means of it meager. He is truly

knowledgeable as to what is good for the servant, and He is all-seeing with regard to

their advantage. Hence, while one’s scope of sustenance is broadened, another

.person’s sphere is tightened as He deems what is worthy for them

Therefore, He (s.w.t.) examines some by enabling them to accumulate wealth while

He does the same by leaving them in a state of empty-handedness and poverty. It is
on the basis of this point that we find Imam Amīr-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) state in Nahj-
ul-Balaqah, sermon 91, that: The Almighty has predetermined people’s means of

sustenance by augmenting in case of some and decreasing in case of others so that

He would be please to examine whomever He wants by putting him on trial, thus

selecting the rich and the poor by their gratitude and perseverance which they

.express

Moreover, a great many people start rebelling against everything as soon as they feel

self-sufficient. Thus, they would better stay at a certain level of living which will

neither
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.make them stay in a state of dire poverty nor in a state of rebellion

Concluding these mentioned remarks, one must proclaim that affluence or lack of it,
are both characteristics of the Lordship of Allah and are required for the development

:and training as well as for the testing of human beings. The verse says

Verily, your Lord extends the sustenance for whomever He pleases; and straitens (it “ 
.” for whom He pleases), verily He is, of His servants, All-Aware, All-Seeing

****
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Section 4:Mural Conduct

Point

Infanticide, Adultery and Murder forbidden – Dealings with Orphans – Fulfillment of

Promises – Honesty in business ordained – Not to pursue anything without knowledge

.– Acting exultantly forbidden – Polytheism forbidden

اًریِبکَ اًئطْخِ  نَاکَ  مْهُلَْتقَ  َّنإِ  مْکُاَّیإِوَ  مْهُُقزُرَْن  نُحَّْن  قٍلاَْمإِ  هَیَشْخَ  مْکُدَلاَوْأَ  اوُلُتْقتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 31﴿

And do not kill your offspring for fear of poverty. We sustain them as well as you. . “ 31
.” Verily killing them is a capital sin

Commentary: verse 31

The Arabic term /’imlāq/ signifies poverty and empty-handedness. The provision of

the means of sustenance is of the power of Allah and the greatness in quantity and

number of population is irrelevant. Therefore, having a larger number of offspring is
.not a factor in a family’s poverty

Following the former various sections of the Islamic commandments which were

discussed in the previous sections, the Holy Qur’ān deals in here with an other part of

these commandments and explains six important commandments within five verses

.in concise, meaningful, and interesting statements

At first, He alludes to one of the viscous practices of the ‘Age of Ignorance’ which was

:among the most heinous of the crimes, saying
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. …” And do not kill your offspring for fear of poverty “ 

It is not you who provide them with nourishment; it is We Who provide them as well

as you with means of sustenance. Killing them is and has been a capital sin. The verse

:says

.” We sustain them as well as you. Verily killing them is a capital sin “… 

This verse provides us with clues regarding the economic situation of the Arabs of the

Age of Ignorance which has been so gruesome that they used to kill their dear

offspring whether boys or girls for fear of lack of financial resources, hence getting rid

.of them

This case of crimes, of course, is obviously presented to us in another form during our

times and in our so-called most progressive types of societies. It shows itself in the

form of getting rid of pregnancies in a most widespread form for the sake of

.preventing over population and avoiding economic insufficiencies

To conclude this statement, we must note that a child is entitled to live and parents

cannot take away this right from him. Sometimes, it so happens that our very means

of sustenance depends on our children’s means of sustenance, therefore, killing one’s
own child and terminating one’s pregnancy (aborting) are both capital sins and an

.offence of immense proportions

****
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لاًیِبسَ ءَآسَوَ  هًشَحِافَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  یَن   ِ زّلا اوُبرَْقتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 32﴿

.” And do not approach fornication, verily it is an indecency and an evil way . “ 32

Commentary: verse 32

Illegitimate sexual relationship (fornication) paves the way for numerous individual,
social, and familial corruptions which follow the act and, therefore, it is forbidden in

Islam, and in the Qur’ān it has been mentioned alongside such capital sins as

.paganism, murder, and theft

It is for this very reason that this noble verse refers to fornication as an indecent

behaviour and recommends not to approach the act of fornication which is a heinous

act and an evil way.” It does not state: “Do not fornicate” but it says: “Do not approach

fornication.” Here is a delicate allusion made to the fact that involvement in the

heinous act of fornication usually requires certain pre-requisites which predispose

:one for the act in a gradual manner. The verse says

.” And do not approach fornication, verily it is an indecency and an evil way “ 

The act of ‘voyeurism’ is one of such pre-requisites. ‘Nudity’ and ‘unveiling’ of oneself

are other steps preceding the act. The prevalence of counter-didactic books,
misleading films, corruption-inciting publications and also centers for corruption, are

.all serving as the preliminary steps for such an act

Moreover, associating of men and women in private, that is, of those who are not

bound to be together by lawful marriage is another factor leading to the act of

.fornication

p: 649

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5291 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


And finally, distancing of the young from marriage as well as imposing of severe

unreasonable demands by the two sides in connection with marriage both provide the

grounds for ‘approximation to fornication’, which has been dissuaded in a concise

sentence in the above verse. In Islamic quotations, each also has separately been

.dissuaded

In the meantime, other issues which are at stake in fornication consist of absence of

commitment and duty with regard to the survival of generations, lack of education for

the children, and absence of fatherly love and motherly affection for the child, which

totally disappear. Fornication also wipes out and disrupts the foundations of the laws

of inheritance, the consequences of which make it impossible to locate the true

.inheritors

:The Philosophy Underlying the Prohibition of Fornication

The emergence of anarchy in the family institution and the disappearance of the ( 1
relationships of parents and children are the consequences of fornication the lack of

which leads to the cognition of the society and also serve as a backbone for the full

protection of children. In the society where there is an increase in the number of

illegitimate children and of single mothers, the social relationship, which is based upon

family relationship, will seriously be stumbling and, finally, disrupted. Moreover the

society will be further deprived of the element of affection which is the determining

factor in controlling the crimes and atrocities, and the human society will be fully

turned into an animal type of gathering which is constantly coupled with all types of

.atrocities

Experience reveals and science has also proven the fact that such an act leads to ( 2
the spread of all kinds of infections. Despite all organizations which have been

established for
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combating the consequences of the impact of this act today, the statistics again

.indicate to what extent individuals have suffered in losing their happiness thereby

One must not overlook the fact that the goal in marriage is not solely the ( 3
gratification of one’s sexual instinct. On the contrary, participation in family life and

one’s spiritual association as well as one’s peace of mind along with the education of

children and cooperation in all spheres of life constitute all-in-all the end-result of

marriage, which all are impossible to bring about without the union in marriage of

’. men and women and along with the prohibition of ‘fornication

Fornication provides the basis for numerous kinds of entanglements, suicides, ( 4
escaping from family life and homes, the rise of fatherless illegitimate children,

.infections diseases, and anxiety for respectable families

Fornication has been regarded as a heinous, and indecent act throughout history ( 5
.and has also been prohibited in other religions as well

Islam has been quick to present preventive measures against heinous act of

:fornication, among which one may name the following

.Prohibition of association of men with unallowed women in some private places ( 1

.Prohibition of private relationship of a man with an unallowed woman ( 2

.Prohibition of women’s wearing make-up for unallowed men or in their presence ( 3

Prohibition of looking of unallowed women and men at each other, and abstention ( 4
.from thinking of fornication, or of watching seducing photographs
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One must not only avoid the act of fornication but he must also abstain from the ( 5
acts which precede fornication. Sometimes, a look, a telephone call, a letter or a

.contact may pave the way for illegitimate relationships

.Severe punishments issued for those who engage in fornication ( 6

Recommendation for marriage and lowering of the level of ‘dower’ at the time of ( 7
.marriage

.Blaming of the act of marriage which has long been overdue ( 8

.Sanctification of the institution of marriage, and struggling for having a family life ( 9

In conclusion, Imam-Ali-Ibn-i-Abi-Tālib (a.s.) has been quoted who has said: “I heard

from the blissful Prophet who stated: ‘There are six negative impacts in the act of

fornication, three of which belong to this world and the other three belong to the

.Hereafter

As for those which exist in this world are the fact that it removes sincerity and

illumination from one’s life, cuts off one’s means of sustenance, and accelerates

.human beings process of extermination

The three (negative) effects which come about in the Hereafter are: The Wrath of the

Almighty, severity in the settlement of one’s account and the initiation into the Fire of

(Hell’.” (Man-la Yahduruhul Faqīh, Khisāl, Sāfī, Majma‘-ul-Bayān

****
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اًروصُنمَ نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  لِْتقَْلا  یِف  فرِسُْی  لافَ  اًناطَْلسُ  ِ-هِ  یِّلوَِل انَْلعَجَ  دْقَفَ  اًموُلظُْم  لَِتُق  نمَوَ    ِ قّحَْلاِب َّلاإِ  هَُّللا  مََّرحَ  یِتَّلا  سَْفَّنلا  اوُلُتْقتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 33﴿

And do not kill any one whom Allah has forbidden, save for just cause, and . “ 33
whoever is killed unjustly We have appointed to his heir authority (to demand blood

compensation or retaliation), thus he must not exceed limits in slaying; verily he is

(.” (justly) assisted (by Allah

Commentary: verse 33

To protect the oppressed is one of Allah’s ways of treatment. The issue dealt with in
:this verse is respect for human blood and the utter prohibition of ‘murder’. He says

, …” And do not kill any one whom Allah has forbidden, save for just cause “ 

Not only murder is punishable from the point of view of Islam but also the slightest

harm done to a human being is punishable as well, and one can proclaim that this

viewpoint of Islam in protecting and respecting human beings’ blood, soul and

.prestige is unequalled and unsurpassed in other religions

There are, of course, certain cases where respect for human blood is missing as in

cases of those who have committed murders or parallel crimes. Therefore, He makes

’. an exception to the rule by the phrase ‘save for just cause

Certainly, respect for human blood is not only a matter exclusive to the Muslims as a
category. On the contrary, non-Muslims who are not at war with Muslims and they are

coexisting with the Muslims in a peaceful manner, are also being covered by this rule.
Their life, wealth and wives are
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.thus protected and any violation of their rights in this respect is prohibited

Then the Holy Qur’ān alludes to the right of retaliation which has been accorded to

:the heirs of the shed blood, saying

and whoever is killed unjustly We have appointed to his heir authority (to demand “… 
(, …” blood compensation or retaliation

However, such a person must not exceed beyond the limits of his rights, and overdo in
:retaliation for the murder, for he is fully supported. The verse continues saying

(.” thus he must not exceed limits in slaying; verily he is (justly) assisted (by Allah “… 

Certainly, the heirs of the murdered are supported by Allah as long as they observe

.Islamic limits and do not exceed those codes

This sentence makes allusion to the ways of the behaviour which were prevalent

during the Age of Ignorance and, nowadays also sometimes takes place in case some

innocent victims are being probably murdered who are defenseless in retaliation for

.the killing of one single person and in addition to the killing of the murderer himself

:Explanations

The Qur’ānic sentence ‘Thus he must not exceed limits in slaying’ signifies that . 1
when the issue of retaliation is involved, do not kill other than the murderer and do not

’. amputate him which has a common practice during the ‘Age of Ignorance

Murder and killing is among the capital sins. He who kills any one in cases other than

those of retaliation or of causes of corruption, seems to have killed all the people. “…

whoever slays a human being for other than man
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slaughter or mischief in the earth, it is as he had slain mankind as a whole; …” (Sura . 1
Al-Mā’idah, No. 5, verse 32). The punishment for such a murder is suffering eternal

pains of the hell. “And whoever kills a believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell

wherein shall he abide forever, …” (Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse 93) Such a punishment

holds constant for the person who uses arms and threatens to kill and is known as

.inciting corruption, and as waging war against Allah

In quotations, we have it that one of the examples of the heir of the blood is Hadrat- . 2
i-Mahdī (a.j.) who will take his vengeance of his grandfather Imam Hussayn (a.s.) “We

have appointed to his heir authority (to demand blood compensation or retaliation).”
((Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

As a preventive measure the Divine support of the oppressed and the according of . 3
the right of one’s heir to retaliation and the consignment of such a right to the heir are

.noteworthy. It is also a preventive measure for preventing over retaliation

****

p: 655

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5297 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


لاًوؤسْمَ نَاکَ  دَهْعَْلا  َّنإِ  دِهْعَْلاِب  اوُفوْأَوَ  هَُّدشُأَ  غَُلْبیَ  یَّتحَ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  َّلاإِ  مِیِتیَْلا  لَامَ  اوُبرَْقتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 34﴿

And do not approach the property of the orphan except in the best manner (to his . “ 34
advantage); until he reaches his maturity, and keep the promise, verily every promise

.” will be questioned about

Commentary: verse 34

The Arabic term /’ašudd/ refers to a tightly knit knot, and it refers in here to the stage

of the development of an orphan when he is physically and spiritually in a firm position

.to defend his properties and belongings

The blissful Qur’ān has made frequent recommendations about the protection of the

orphan’s rights and considerations with regard to his state and overall care for their

affairs. However, as there is the possibility of stumbling in financial matters and

misuse of belongings and properties of the orphans, then more warnings are required

in which case even approaching them has been forbidden, and any oppressive

intrusion into them has been equated with swallowing of Fire. Thus, He has dealt with

this issue in this verse, addressing all in a tone of voice similar to the one used in case

:of unchaste act, the verse says

 …” And do not approach the property of the orphan “ 

The Qur’ān declares that all must not only abstain from using orphans’ belongings

.and properties, but they must also respect quietly its sanctuary

However, as such a decree might be used as a pretext by certain individuals lacking

insight who always take into account the negative aspect of things, thus causing the
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properties and belongings of the orphans to be neglected and spoiled, and be left at

the mercy of the circumstances, then the Qur’ān immediately makes a clear

:exception to this rule and stresses by saying

(; …” except in the best manner (to his advantage “… 

Therefore, every type of intrusion into the wealth of the orphans, which is fulfilled

targeted at the protection, betterment, multiplication and increase in the wealth, is

.allowed

It is obvious that such a situation will continue as long as the orphan reaches the

stage of mental and economic maturity where the Qur’ān makes mention of following

:its discussion concerning the issue in the question, saying

, …” until he reaches his maturity “… 

In the meantime, when this verse was revealed, Muslims abstained from attending

the meals served by orphans and kept them in isolation. Then another verse was

revealed the aim of which was not condemnation of approaching the orphans. On the

contrary, it confirmed the fact that the righteous must not abandon the orphans

under the pretext of observing their devotion and of being virtuous. The verse went

on saying that if such people mixed their lives with theirs it did not meet with any

obstacle, reaffirming the fact that they were their religious brethren and thus they

had to treat them in a brotherly way. Allah differentiates those who incite corruption

from those who are righteous. Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 220’ says: “… and if you

, …” become co-partner with them, they are your brethren

It is for this reason that in a tradition the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever

takes three orphans under his protection is like the person who has spent a life-time

in prayers at night, has continued on fasting all days and has continued waging a holy

war with his unshielded sword for
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Allah and he and I would be just two brothers in Paradise like these two fingers.”
((Kanz-ul-’Ummāl, vol. 15, p. 178

And again, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen-Ali (a.s.), at the time of his death, said in his will:
“Appealing to you in Allah’s name again and again, concerning the issue of the

orphans, lest they should feel hungry on and off, and lest they should die for your not

(attending to them.” (Kanz-ul-’Ummāl, vol. 15, p. 177

We have him again saying: “Be kind towards the orphans; treat the beggars in a

gentle way and get along well with them, and, finally, be kind and compassionate with

the weak.” In another tradition he has said: “The best way of being good is showing

(kindness towards the orphans.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 6

In ‘Nahj-ul-Balaqah, letter 47, he (a.s.) has commended further taking into

consideration of the rights of those who are hired to do a job, the farmers, women,
.and the orphans

:Then, discussing the issue of keeping one’s promise in this verse, the verse states

.” and keep the promise, verily every promise will be questioned about “… 

It is so owing to the fact that most of the social relationships and the channels of

economic system as well as political issues all revolve around the axis of pledges and

promises. If and when there is a stumbling block found in them, the social system will

.instantly collapse

Therefore, We must stick to our words, keeping them whatever they might be and

.with whomever they might be

In the meantime, some Islamic traditions denote that one of the examples of pledges

and promises which are in question, is compassion affection, and obedience with

(respect to Ali (a.s.). (Bihār, vol. 24, p. 187

p: 658

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5300 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


لاًیوِأْتَ نُسَحْأَوَ  رٌْیخَ  کَِلذَ  مِیقِتَسْمُْلا  سِاطَسْقِْلاِب  اوُنزِوَ  مُْتْلکِ  اذَإِ  لَْیکَْلا  اوُفوْأَوَ  ﴾ 35﴿

And give the full measure when you measure out and weigh you with the right . “ 35
.” balance, that is good and better in the end

Commentary: verse 35

The Arabic term /qistās/ is made up of two words: /qist/, which signifies justice, and

/tās/ which means the pan of a balance. (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān). Some Islamic traditions

denote: The Immaculate Imam (a.s.) is an example and a paradigm of /qistās ul

(mustaqīm/ (right balance) in Islam. (Bihār, vol. 24, p. 187

The issues relating to the people’s transactions and respect for other people’s rights

are so important that the Qur’ān has frequently stressed it and the lengthiest verse of

the Qur’ān, that is, ‘verse 282 of Sura Al-Baqarah’ concerns this matter, and Sura Al-
Mutaffifīn, (the Defrauders), has been named as such to exhibit the importance of the

decent ways of carrying out transactions. The first invitation of some prophets, like

(Shu‘ayb, was to abandon short weight. (Sura Ash-Shu’arā, No. 26, verses 181-183

Therefore, the Muslim markets must severely be free from fraudulent activities, and

defrauding, and the salesperson must be trustworthy, accurate, honest, and keep

:accurate accounts of everything. The verse says

And give the full measure when you measure out and weigh you with the right “ 
, …” balance
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Measuring in full with the right kind of balance are both examples of the sticking to

one’s pledges, which was discussed in the previous verse, because transactions are

.forms of one’s commitments

Balances and measuring devices as well as commercial calculation instruments must

be accurate and intact. Accuracy in balances, weighing and calculations are sources of

.good and blessings, and defrauding will tighten the sphere of one’s blessings

The consequences of right transactions and respect for the rights of people produce

dividends for the person involved, for they create a confidence-building environment

among people, while defrauding and inaccuracies in balancing and calculating lead to

financial corruptions and make all lose confidence. Thus, a happy ending requires

.honesty

In principle, justice, regulations, and accuracy are vital principles in all spheres of life.
It is a principle which governs all the universe. All kinds of deviation from this principle

are dangerous and lead to evil endings, especially; defrauding disrupts and wipes out

confidence, which is essential in transactions, thus leading the economic system to

:collapse. The verse concludes

.” that is good and better in the end “… 

****
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لاًوؤُسْمَ هُْنعَ  نَاکَ  کَِئَلوْأُ  ُّلکُ  رَصَبَْلاوَ  عَمَّْسْلا  َّنإِ  مٌْلعِ  هِِب  کََل  سَْیَل  امَ  فُْقتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 36﴿

And do not follow that of which you have not knowledge; verily the hearing and . “ 36
.” the sight and the heart, all these will be questioned about it

Commentary: verse 36

The mention of eyes, ears and heart in this verse is perhaps used as examples, for in
the day of resurrection, besides man himself, one’s organs such as his hands, feet,
and other bodily organs will be questioned, too, in which case they will burst out

.speaking and make confessions

Throughout history, most of the rebellions, and quarrels, have been the

consequences of hastily set-up trial procedures and judgments, undocumented

words, and views which have not been backed up by research. Putting into practice

the content of this verse will provide protection for the individuals as well as the

society against all fraudulent activities and erroneous behaviors, for undue optimism,
simple-mindedness in believing others, and accepting rumors turn the society into a

.chaotic state and submissive towards the enemy

Blind obedience, pursuance of habits and hallucinations, following the order of one’s
ancestors, acceptance of the baseless foretellings, and dreams, conjectures,
surmises, judgments which are unfounded, bearing testimonies without knowledge,
taking sides, appraisal or criticism without prior knowledge, baseless interpretation

and analysis, issuing verdicts without knowledge, quoting of groundless rumors,
ascribing something wrong to Allah, and religion without

p: 661

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5303 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


authorization, decision-making in cases of emotional tensions and crisis, relying on

swearing and crocodile tears of others without due reasons, all are examples of the

:sentence and are absolutely forbidden, where it says

And do not follow that of which you have not “ 

; …” knowledge

In accordance with the circumstances of sequential and credible quotations, following

knowledge implies the pursuing of decisive, religious principles such as the verdicts of

a ‘Mujtahid’ or that type of knowledge which is acquired with reassurances which

approach the level of certainty. It is just like the case in which people gain knowledge

about their illness and rely on the prescription of a compassionate physician who is a
specialist, just in the same way one tends to have access to Allah’s commandments

’. by inquiring about the verdict of an all-embracing devout ‘Mujtahid

Therefore, this stage of awareness will be enough for the moment though there is a
hierarchy for knowledge which comprises other deeper categories, namely: ‘Ilm-ul-
Yaqīn’ meaning knowledge with certainty, ‘Ayn-ul-Yaqīn’ which signifies knowledge

which is equated with certainty in itself or intuition, and ‘Haq-ul-Yaqīn’ meaning

.knowledge which is identical with the truth

In conclusion, the Immaculate Imams (a.s.) used to make their companions abstain

from listening to and saying of different kinds of vain words, recommending them to

guard of themselves against letting everything enter their hearts and ears. They used

.to allude to this noble verse in connection with this matter

As Imam Sādiq (a.s.) recited this verse when instructing the person who would stay

over time when using the toilette so as to be able to listen to the music and songs of

,his neighbour
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He said: “Ears, eyes, and hearts will be questioned for having listened, having seen,
and for having kept memories.” Imam Sajjād (a.s.) also stated: “Man is not entitled to

(say what he wants.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Therefore, one’s life must be based on correct knowledge and information as well as

logic and insight. We must not spread rumors making a fuss about them and damage

.the prestige of the innocent individuals and violate their rights

The blissful Qur’ān disrupts the entire population of the sorcerers, magicians, and

.fortune-tellers who used to assemble simple-minded individuals around themselves

One’s faith in the Reckoning Day and clearing of accounts provides the basis for his

being of virtuous; and one is also going to be questioned with regard to his hidden

.intentions in the Resurrection Day

****
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لاًوطُ لَابَجِْلا  غَُلْبتَ  نَلوَ  ضَرْلاَا  قَرِخْتَ  نَل  کََّنإِ  اًحرَمَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  شِمْتَ  لاَوَ  ﴾ 37﴿

And do not walk around exultantly on the earth; certainly you will never rend the . “ 37
.” earth; nor attain the mountains in height

Commentary: verse 37

Islam does not only provide rules and regulations for ideological, political, military and

economic issues, but it also offers commandments with regard to such minor matters

such as going and coming to the house as well, owing to its encompassing and all-
inclusiveness inherent in it. Thus, it launches a campaign in this noble verse against

arrogance and, while clearly dissuading the believers, it addresses the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.) saying

And do not walk around exultantly on the earth; certainly you will never rend the “ 
.” earth; nor attain the mountains in height

Here, in this holy verse, there is an explicit allusion made to those proud and arrogant

people who take their steps with pride, pounding them on the ground so as to make

people aware of their comings and goings, and stay with their necks up so as, base on

.their imagination, to prove their superiority to others

The objective of the Qur’ān is to denounce arrogance in all its forms in general; not

only in its apparent aspects as i.e. in the case of walking which is a particular aspect of

it, but also in all of its aspects, for arrogance is the source of all kinds of alienation

from Allah, from oneself, as well as errors in one’s
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judgment, losing of one’s way in his truth-seeking effort, joining the ranks of the

.Satan, and pollution with all kinds of sin

The practical program offered by the pioneers of Islam can serve as the most

.instructive paradigm for each and every true Muslim in this regard

We have it in the biography of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he would never allow others

to walk while he was riding on the back of a horse. We also have it that the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) used to squat on the earth and he used to have a simple meal just like that of

the slaves; he also used to milk the sheep, and used to ride on the back of a donkey

.with no saddles

We also have it in the biography of Hadrat-Ali (a.s.) that he used to carry over water

.for the house and he used to sweep the house occasionally

We have it in the biography of Imam Mujtabā (a.s.) that in spite of having and owning

numerous animals for riding, he made the pilgrimage to Mecca twenty times on foot,
.” saying: “I practice this way out of sheer modesty for the Lord’s sake

****
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اًهورُکْمَ ِ-كَ  بّرَ دَنعِ  هُُئ  -ِ یّسَ نَاکَ  کَِلذَ  ُّلکُ  ﴾ 38﴿

.” All of that, the sin of it, is hateful in the sight of your Lord . “ 38

Commentary: verse 38

This noble verse re-emphasizes all of the afore mentioned divine commandments

regarding the prohibition of paganism, homicide, adultery, the killing of one’s own

offspring, usurping of the orphan’s belongings and property, and harming of one’s
parents and the like. It proclaims: The sins committed with respect to all of these are

:abominable before Allah. The verse says

.” All of that, the sin of it, is hateful in the sight of your Lord“

One can deduce from this meaning that, contrary to the opinion of the followers of the

school of determinism, the Lord has never decided that one should commit sin, for

had He determined such a thing, it would have been incompatible with the hatred and

.inconvenience which is stressed in this verse

In other words, one infers from this verse that the ideas of the fatalists are wrong,
for, according to this verse, the Lord despises the evils and the wrong-doings of the

people and, once He shuns such acts, how would He, then, compel people to commit

these acts. Obviously, one issue cannot be, at the same time, both considered as

decent and indecent simultaneously by the Lord. It becomes, in the meantime,
transparent that the term /makrūh/ ‘abominable’ in the Qur’ānic literature is also

.applied in the case of the greatest of one’s sins

In conclusion, we must note that the evil character of one’s deeds is a constant

matter in all of the Divine religions, and man’s inherent characteristics tend to leave

.their impacts on his own behaviour
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اًروحُدَّْم اًموُلمَ  مََّنهَجَ  یِف  یقَْلُتفَ  رَخَاءَ  اًهَلإِ  هَِّللا  عَمَ  لْعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  هِمَکْحِْلا  نَِم  کَُّبرَ  کَْیَلإِ  یحَوْأَ  اَّمِم  کَِلذَ  ﴾ 39﴿

That (commandment) is of the wisdom (that) your Lord has revealed to you, and . “ 39
do not associate with Allah any other god for you will be thrown into the Hell, blamed,

.” cast away

Commentary: verse 39

Some commentators of the Holy Qur’ān are of the opinion that by ‘of the wisdom’ in
here is meant those constant commandments which have been mentioned in the

previous verses and which have been outstanding in other Divine religions as well and

.it will never be abrogated

In holy verse No. 22, the first among the wise sayings, was prohibition of paganism,
.and, the discussion of paganism in this verse, concludes all wise sayings, too

To stress once again the point that such wise commandments are all having their

:origin in Divine revelation, the holy Qur’ān says

, …” That (commandment) is of the wisdom (that) your Lord has revealed to you “ 

Allusion as to the fact that the commandments have been both proven through

rational philosophy as well as through the method of the Divine revelation, and the

principles underlying all of the Divine commandments have common grounds though

one can not recognize their details under the weak light of the intellect itself, has been

here made. It is only through the power of revelation which one can obtain an

.understanding of such issues
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As was the case with the beginning of these commandments which concerned the

prohibition of paganism, He concludes them with the same issue, implying that you

shall never associate any other god with ‘Allah’ and should not place any other god for

the purpose of worshipping alongside the Lord, ‘Allah’, for you will be thrown down

:into Hell, blamed and outcast from the Lord. The verse says

and do not associate with Allah any other god for you will be thrown into the Hell, “… 
.” blamed, cast away

In fact, paganism and dualism in some matters of worship provide the basic

substance for deviations, crimes, and sins. Therefore, these chains of fundamental

.commandments in Islam began with paganism and ended with it, too

Incidentally, sometimes, the Lord, addressing His Prophet, in an adamant manner, in
fact issues warnings to the pagans to abandon hope in the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), who are

.targeted in actual fact

:Explanations

Intellect and innate disposition do not make man free from the need in revelation. . 1
.On the contrary, man is in need of revelation

All schools of thought and methods, other than the school of revelation and the . 2
Divine laws, are out of the question and lead man astray, the following of which would

’. lead one to total deprivation, blaming, and the opening of one’s way to the ‘inferno

****
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اًمیظِعَ لاًوْقَ  نَوُلوُقتََل  مْکَُّنإِ  اًثاَنإِ  هِکَِئلآمَْلا  نَِم  ذَخََّتاوَ  نَیِنبَْلاِب  مکُُّبرَ  مْکُافَصْاَفَأَ  ﴾ 40﴿

Has your Lord then distinguished you by giving you sons, and has taken . “ 40
daughters (for Himself) from among the angels? Verily, you are uttering a grievous

.saying

Commentary: verse 40

From among the deviant ideas which pagans held, there was one concerning the fact

that they claimed angels to be the daughters of Allah, and the Qur’ān has repeatedly

dealt with this matter, regarding it to be a great lie and a false accusation. The

following verses may then be referred to as examples: “Or has He daughters while

you have sons?” (Sura Al-Tūr, No. 52, verse 39) “What! For you the males and for Him

(the females!” (Sura An-Najm, No. 53, verse 21

The first verse means: “Are there daughters for Him and sons for you?” The second

?” one means: “Are there sons for you and daughters for Him

Certainly, the belief regarding Allah’s having offspring, has long been held both by the

Jews and by the Christians. However, the belief held in Allah’s having daughters, has

been exclusive to the idol-worshippers. Therefore, this noble verse makes allusion to

one of the superstitious beliefs of the pagans, thus making transparent the logical

basis of their thinking by this means. Many of them used to hold the view that angels

were daughters of Allah, they were shameful of even listening to or hearing the word

‘girl’ and felt uneasy and unfortunate for having a daughter born to their household.
:Documenting its claims by their own logic, the Qur’ān affirms
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Has your Lord then distinguished you by giving you sons, and has taken daughters “ 
? …” (for Himself) from among the angels

Undoubtedly, daughters just in the same way as sons are surely both from among the

Divine blessings and there is no difference between them in value from humankind

.point of view

However, the Holy Qur’ān seeks to condemn them with their own logic, questioning

them as to how ignorant they are by attributing to their Lord what they would

.themselves be ashamed of having in their own possession

:Later, at the end of the holy verse, as a decisive verdict, the Qur’ān declares

.Verily, you are uttering a grievous saying “… 

This is a statement which is incompatible with all kinds of logical reasoning and it is

:without solid foundations on several grounds, for

Your belief in Him having a child is a grave insult to His sanctuary, because He is ( 1
neither composed of matter; nor does He require any physical provisions; nor does

.He require the survival of His generation

Why is it that you regard all of Allah’s children as being daughters while you ( 2
?consider girls as having the lowest possible status

Moreover, this belief is also regarded as an insult to the status of the Divine angels ( 3
who are the followers of the truth and the near-stationed of His presence. You get

furious upon hearing the name ‘girls’ while you regard girls as close associates of the

.Divine domain

****
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Section 5:Everything in the Heavens and in the Earth Glorifies Allah

Point

Polytheistic idea refuted – Everything in the heavens and in the earth glorifies Allah

but Man does not understand the glorification – Man even after becoming dust or

anything else shall be raised by Allah to account for his life in this world – The stay in
.the graves will be deemed as for a very short time

اًروفُُن َّلاإِ  مْهُدُیزِیَ  امَوَ  اورَُّکَّذیََل  نِاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  یِف  انَْفَّرصَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 41﴿

And certainly We have explained (the facts in various ways) in this Qur’ān so that . “ 41
.” they may receive admonition, but it does not add to them save aversion

Commentary: verse 41

The Qur’ānic phrase /sarrafnā/ (We have explained) refers to the varied explanation

and different reiterations of it for the clarification of the issue in question. Man is

searching for variations by nature; whether in the natural sphere or in the domain of

the Divine Book and, hence, this is the secret of some repetitions and variations of the

.statements in the Qur’ān

As raining over an infected corpse produces foul odour and a stinking smell, the

introduction of the Divine verses into the realm of the arrogant and some obstinate

.people who are so habituated, leads to their further detestation

Therefore, the holy verse implies that Allah has thus far reiterated His proofs in the

noble Qur’ān, citing in detail, their significance and proverbial sayings and whatever

else has been
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instructive and wise so that they can contemplate and make sure of their truthfulness.
:The verse says

And certainly We have explained (the facts in various ways) in this Qur’ān so that “ 
they may

, …” receive admonition

However, those pagans do not benefit from these instructive matters and they

:always add up to their abomination and hatred unto the truth. The verse says

.” but it does not add to them save aversion “… 

One can, in the meantime, draw up this conclusion with regard to educational

objectives that there is not necessarily a limited number of ways to gain the better

educational aims. On the contrary, there exist various means and methods which can

be utilized, for there are individuals differences in interests and in abilities which must

be taken into account and one must infiltrate in a different manner in each of the

.cases. This point is also one of the methods of eloquence employed in expression

****
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لاًیِبسَ شِرْعَْلا  يذِ  یَلإِ  اوْغَتَْبلاَ  اًذإِ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَکَ  هٌهَِلاءَ  هُعَمَ  نَاکَ  وَّْل  لُق  ﴾ 42﴿

Say: ‘If there were (other) gods with Him as they (the pagans) claim, then, they . “ 42
.” would certainly have sought a way unto the Lord of the ‘Arsh

Commentary: verse 42

The pagans believed in the Lord and regarded ‘Allah’ as the creator of the world of

.existence

Nevertheless, they used to consider the icons as their intercessors or as the Lord’s
partners. This verse refutes the existence of such a relationship between the Lord

and the icons, for the idols can neither grasp the power from the hands of the great

.Almighty; nor can they find the means for their own reinforcement

The hierarchy of the system of creation proves best the monotheistic nature of Allah.
Were there other gods besides the Almighty, that would certainly require competition,

.in which case, there would necessarily be disruptions appearing in the entire system

Therefore, this noble verse alludes to one of the evidences for monotheism, which, in
the context of literature of the scientists and the philosophers, has been referred to

as ‘the mutual hindrance proof’. This means that type of the anarchical world run by

‘dualism’ the nature of which requires the existence of various gods, centered around

all kinds of disruptions(1). It is for this reason that the Qur’ān addresses the
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Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them that if there were other gods alongside the Almighty, as

they claim, then these gods would certainly try to seek their way through to the great

Lord of the heavens and thus dominate Him, for it is natural that every powerful

person wishes to add up to his power, extending his sphere of influence further. If

there were other gods, truly speaking, such a kind of struggle and incompatibility over

the extension of their power would result in anarchy and disruptions in all spheres of

:life. The verse says

Say: ‘If there were (other) gods with Him as they (the pagans) claim, then, they “ 
.” would certainly have sought a way unto the Lord of the ‘Arsh

****
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اًریِبکَ اًوُّلعُ  نَوُلوقُیَ  اَّمعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  ﴾ 43﴿

Glory be to Him and Exalted is He far above from what they say! He is High, the . “ 43
.” Great

Commentary: verse 43

And, now, the Lord differentiates Himself and distances Himself from having got

partners. The Qur’ān implies that the Almighty is so far superior to what they say and

:excels in everything for which no limits can be set. The verse says

Glory be to Him and Exalted is He far above from what they say! He is High, the “ 
.” Great

The objective in mentioning superiority in this connection, is excellence in the Lord’s
attributes which are unmatched by any means and unequalled for any one else,
because none is more omnipotent and omniscient than Him. In other words, the Lord

.is far superior and pure to what they claim

****
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نَاکَ هَُّنإِ  مْهُحَیِبسْتَ  نَوهُقَْفتَ  َّـلا  نکَِلوَ  هِدِمـْحَِب  ِ-حُ  بّسَُی َّـلاإِ  ءٍیْشـَ  نِم  نإِوَ  َّنهِیِف  نمَوَ  ضُرْـَلااوَ  عُْبَّسلا  تُاوَامـََّسلا  هَُل  ِ-حُ  بّسَُت ﴾ 44﴿

اًروفُغَ اًمیِلحَ 

The seven heavens and the earth, and every being therein, celebrate His glory, . “ 44
and there is not single thing but glorifies Him with His Praise, but you do not

.” understand their glorification; verily He is Forbearing, Forgiving

Commentary: verse 44

This noble verse proclaims that all the cosmic order has its own way of glorification,
prostration, and individual prayer for the Lord (s.w.t.). Some commentators claim that

this type of glorification is of a genetic kind. That is, the structural part of the existence

of every particle in the world, is a sign and a symbol of the Lord’s Will, Wisdom,
.Knowledge, and of His Justice

Others are of the opinion that the world of existence has its own kind of

consciousness and knowledge, and all are glorifying at all times though our ears are

incapable of hearing their voice. This latter view is more consonant with the apparent

form of the verses. Vocalization of the things is not impossibility, for such a process

will actualize in the Hereafter. “… they shall say: ‘Allah’, Who makes everything speak,
(has made us speak, …” (Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 21

Even stones have got and possess sensibilities and feel frightened, and, for fear of the

Lord, they fall down from the mountains. “… and others tumble down through fear of

(Allah, …” (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 74
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Solomon (a.s.) could understand the medium of expression used by ants and was in
full command of the expression symbols used by birds. A kind of bird called ‘Hud Hud’
used to inspect and recognize the deviation shown by some people and came to

.report it to Solomon

The Lord, in many cases of the revelations, used to address the mountains. For

example, He tells them to pray along with Dawūd, saying: “… O’ mountains! Sing

(praises with him, …” (Sura Saba’, No. 34, verse 10

There are frequent allusions made to the glorification by all beings, besides the above

.cases, in the Qur’ān

(We also have it in quotations that bees glorify Allah. (Bihār, vol. 95, p. 372

A small pebble which was in the hands of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), testified as to the

(legitimacy of the Prophet’s mission (p.b.u.h.). (Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān

(The shrill voices of the birds are their way of glorification of Allah. (Bihār, vol. 64, p. 27

All the above Islamic quotations refer to the real cases of glorification and they do not

.include their non-verbal language

:A Persian poetry says

Every one is using one way for You glorification and thankfulness to You. A “
nightingale goes on twittering sonnets while ‘qomrī’ sings common songs.” “The entire

.” particles of the world are addressing You during day and night and in private

They say: We are all-eyes all-ears, and all well-aware though we remain voiceless“
.” when we are with you

Later, to prove the magnitude of the position of the Lord and that it is aside from the

imagination of the pagans, the
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Qur’ān refers to the glorification of the beings of the world in the presence of His

:Sacred Essence, when it says

The seven heavens and the earth, and every being therein, celebrate His glory, and “ 
, …” there is not single thing but glorifies Him with His Praise

The profoundly deep universe of such magnitude with its amazing system and with all

.those secrets along with its breath-taking art all glorify and thank Him

Nevertheless, He is forbearing and forgiving, at the same time, and you will not be

immediately interrogated and questioned for your paganism and disbelief. Contrarily,
He will provide you with an adequate respite while He will be leaving the gates of

:repentance open to you so as to complete the argument to you. The verse says

.” but you do not understand their glorification; verily He is Forbearing, Forgiving “… 

****
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اًروُتسْمَ اًباجَحِ  هِرَخِلاَاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  انَْلعَجَ  نَاءَرْقُْلا  تَْأرَقَ  اذَإِو  ﴾ 45﴿

And when you recite the Qur’ān, We place between you, and those who do not . “ 45
.” believe in the Hereafter, a hidden barrier

:Occasion of the Revelation

This noble verse has been descended with regard to a group of pagans who used to

do harm to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) while he used to read the Qur’ān at night within a

corner of the House of Ka‘bah. They used to throw stone at him and they also used to

.obstruct or stand in the way of him to invite people to embrace Islam

The Lord, through His grace, made it impossible for them to hurt him. Perhaps, it was

.(. owing to the awe and fear which He inspired in them from the Prophet (p.b.u.h

Commentary: verse 45

Pursuing our discussion of the previous holy verses, this question may be raised for

some as to how it is that the pagans avoid accepting the reality of the issue of

monotheism despite its self-explanatory nature which is widely accepted by all beings

.of the world and testified by them

Why is it that they hear the eloquently expressed and explicit verses of the Qur’ān

:and do not wake up? The Lord proclaims to the Prophet
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And when you recite the Qur’ān, We place between you, and those who do not “ 
.” believe in the Hereafter, a hidden barrier

This ‘veil’ or ‘barrier’ was that same obstinacy, tenacity, egotism, arrogance and

ignorance which used to hinder them from having access to the Qur’ānic facts, putting

them at a dead end in their mental and rational quest for knowledge, and would not

permit them to grasp or acquire an understanding of such obvious facts as

monotheism, resurrection, and the authenticity of the call of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

.the like

It is for this reason that we declare that if somebody intends to follow the straight

path of the truth, remaining secure from deviations and seductions, he must, first of

.all, seek to reform and reconstruct his own self

****
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اًروفُُن مْهِرِاَبدْأَ  یلَعَ  اوَّْلوَ  هُدَحْوَ  نِاءَرْقُْلا  یِف  کََّبرَ  تَرْکَذَ  اذَإِوَ  اًرْقوَ  مْهِِناذَاءَ  یِفوَ  هُوهُقَْفیَ  نأَ  هًَّنکِأَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  انَْلعَجَوَ  ﴾ 46﴿

And We have placed coverings on their hearts lest they should understand it (the . “ 46
Qur’ān) and in their ears a heaviness. And when you mention your Lord alone in the

.” Qur’ān, they turn their backs in aversion

Commentary: verse 46

The Arabic term /’akinnah/ is the plural form of /kanān/ or /kann/, which signifies some

.means of covering

The Qur’ānic term /waqr/ means ‘partial deafness’. We have verses similar to this one

in other Suras as well! We have over a thousand times the term monotheism,
reiterated in the Qur’ān, though, it is unfortunate that the blind-hearted ones are

deprive and are being at an unease when hearing those verses regarding

monotheism. However, they are pleased to hear words of praise for paganism and

.absurd materials

Nowadays, whenever the issue monotheism is discussed, some detest it, though they

are being attracted to the remarks made by the Eastern or the Western agents. The

Qur’ān says: “And when Allah alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who do not

believe in the Hereafter shrink, and when those besides Him are mentioned, lo! They

(are joyful.” (Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 45

The blissful Qur’ān has compared such escapist groups from the truth to the donkeys

(which flee from the lions. (Sura Al-Muddaththir, No. 74, verse 50

Certainly, a confined soul and a dead heart does not receive the true spirit of the

knowledge and wisdom which are
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offered by the Qur’ān, for hearing and simple understanding of the facts of the Qur’ān

is different from the understanding in depth of them and the ensuing pleasure which

:one obtains this way. The verse says

And We have placed coverings on their hearts lest they should understand it (the “ 
Qur’ān) and in their ears a heaviness. And when you mention your Lord alone in the

.” Qur’ān, they turn their backs in aversion

****
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اًروحُسْمَ لاًجُرَ  َّلاإِ  نَوعُِبَّتتَ  نإِ  نَومُِلاَّظلا  لُوقُیَ  ذْإِ  يوَجَْن  مْهُ  ذْإِوَ  کَْیَلإِ  نَوعُمِتَسْیَ  ذْإِ  هِِب  نَوعُمِتَسْیَ  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  نُحَْن  ﴾ 47﴿

We are well-aware of what they listen to when they are listening to you, and . “ 47
when they are whispering (with each other), when the unjust say (unto the believers)!

’.” ‘You are thus following none but a man bewitched

Commentary: verse 47

We have it in commentaries that each one of the chiefs of pagans used to attend

behind the house of the Prophet secretly and without informing each other so that, in
the darkness of night, they could hear the voice of the Qur’ān and thereupon analyze

it. They would bump into each other at times in the darkness and recognized one

another, and thus, blamed themselves, reaffirming the fact that while they could not

dispense with the voice of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), how could then they expect the

common folk to behave in this respect. This noble verse sympathizes with the

Messenger of Allah, recommending him not to despair because of the lack of respect

which the pagans showed towards him, for everything is clear before Him. It is for this

:reason that He says

We are well-aware of what they listen to when they are listening to you, and when “ 
they are whispering (with each other), when the unjust say (unto the believers)! ‘You

’.” are thus following none but a man bewitched

The main aim is that We are aware of their mood while they are listening to the

Qur’ān and once they leave you, engage themselves in praying, some call you a

sorcerer, others regard you as a poet, and, as they notice the respect of people to the

.Divine leaders, they hit them by false accusations
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لاًیِبسَ نَوعُیطِتَسْیَ  لاَفَ  اوُّلضَفَ  لَاثَْملاَا  کََل  اوُبرَضَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُنا  ﴾ 48﴿

O’ Prophet!) Behold how they strike similitudes for you, so they have gone astray, . “ ) 48
(.” therefore, they cannot find the way (to truth

:Occasion of the Revelation

Ibn Abbas asserts that: Abū Sufyān, Abu Jahl, and the like sometimes came to call on

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and listened to his words. One day, one of them told others: “I

have not got any idea as to what Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) says. I only notice that his lips

move.” However, Abu Sufyān answered: “I am of the opinion that some of his words

are truthful.” Abū Jahl suggested: “He is crazy”, while Abū Lahab added: “He is a

soothsayer.” The other one said: “He is a poet,” under which circumstances of futile

.speech and inconvenient accusations, the verse was revealed

Commentary: verse 48

In this noble verse, again addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), He declares in a short

statement, which is a pounding answer and a blow to this seduced group, implying:
Watch carefully as to how they are setting examples in your case. One is calling you a
sorcerer while the other one calls you as someone bewitched; one calls you a

soothsayer while the other ones call you insane and, therefore, they are all being

:seduced and, hence, unable to discover the truth for themselves. The verse says
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O’ Prophet!) Behold how they strike similitudes for you, so they have gone astray, “ )
(.” therefore, they cannot find the way (to truth

This does not imply that the path leading towards the truth is not transparent and the

profile of the truth remains hidden. On the contrary, they have not got the right kind of

eyes to see, and, hence, they have lost their rational attitude because of their

tenacity, ignorance, fanaticism, and obstinacy which have all put their sense of

.reasoning out of work

****
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اًدیدِجَ اًقْلخَ  نَوُثوعُْبمََل  اَّنءِأَ  اًتافَرُوَ  اًماظَعِ  اَّنکُ  اذَءِأَ  اوُلاقَوَ  ﴾ 49﴿

اًدیدِحَ وْأَ  هًرَاجَحِ  اوُنوکُ  لُْق  ﴾ 50﴿

And they say: ‘What! When we are bones and (scattered) dust, shall we then . “ 49
’?” certainly be raised up into a new creation

,” Say: ‘(Nay!) be you stones or iron . “ 50

Commentary: verse 49-50

The Arabic term /rufāt/ signifies shredded clay (Mufradāt Rāqib). In the verses of the

Qur’ān, no reason has been stated by the disbelievers for their rejection due to

resurrection. All one finds in them consist of astonishments, questionings and

remoteness everywhere. By putting forth some queries in this connection, they seek

.to incite skepticism in others

The Qur’ān, in answer to them, relies on knowledge as well as Allah’s power and

Wisdom in the process of creation. There are also examples offered from nature and

historical records as well as, from man, himself which were non-existent at first and

.emerged later on. Therefore, the Lord is able to re-create all beings after death

Thus, in the previous verses, the issue dealt with concerned ‘monotheism’ itself as

well as campaign against paganism. Nonetheless, the great issue involved in here

relates to the Resurrection, which tends to supplement the significant issue of

monotheism and which provides the answers to the three queries raised by

.disbelievers of resurrection

They asked: Once we are spread around as decayed bones, shall we be surely raised

?up again; thus recreated once again
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Such a statement exhibits the fact that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) always tended of discuss

the significant issue of the ‘physical resurrection’, asserting the fact that one’s body

will be reassembled after being scattered, otherwise, if the issue involved related to

the matter of “spiritual resurrection”, the objections raised by the opponents would,
.by no means, make any sense at all

In the interpretation of the ensuing verse, while facing the challenges of the pagans

who asked as to how they would be enlivened and mustered in the Hereafter, in

which case they would be nothing except remaining bones and dust, the Lord,
addressing the Prophet, responds: O’ Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)! Say to them! The bones

are peanuts while if you were made up of stones and iron He could re-enliven you,
:returning to you the joy and freshness of life as well. The verse says

And they say: ‘What! When we are bones and (scattered) dust, shall we then “ 
’?” certainly be raised up into a new creation

,” Say: ‘(Nay!) be you stones or iron “ 

****
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یتَمَ نَوُلوقُیَوَ  مْهُسَوؤُرُ  کَْیَلإِ  نَوضُغِْنُیسـَفَ  هٍَّرمَ  لََّوأَ  مْکُرَطَفَ  يذَِّلا  لُِق  اَندُیعُِی  نمَ  نَوُلوقُیَسـَفَ  مْکُرِودُصُ  یِف  رُُبکْیَ  اَّم  اًقْلخَ مِّ- وْأَ  ﴾ 51﴿

اًبیرِقَ نَوکُیَ  نأَ  یسَعَ  لُْق  وَهُ 

Or any (other) creature harder in your minds!’ They will immediately say: ‘Who will . “ 51
return us?’ Say: ‘He Who created you the first time.’ Then, they will shake their heads

’.” at you, and say: ‘When will it be? Say: ‘Maybe it will be nigh

Commentary: verse 51

Man will be dismembered and turned into dust after death, but the earth is the source

of everything which provides man with life. Plants grow out of soil and living beings

flourish on the soil. Therefore, to re-enliven the dead out of soil is not to be considered

as an ordeal by the Lord, given the fact that you have such materials as iron and stone

even creatures in mind which are harder than soil and which are far more remote

from life than soil, the Lord is, hence, capable of re-enlivening and re-invigorating

:them as well as everything. The verse says

!’ …” Or any (other) creature harder in your minds “ 

The rejecters of Resurrection have got no reason for denying it. The only question

relating to the fact as to when and how are we going to be enliven, and by who? The

answer provided by the Qur’ān is that that same Lord Who has created you in the first

place, has also got the power to re-create you as well. The timing of this is not at all

:far away; maybe it is coming soon. The verse continues saying

?’ …” They will immediately say: ‘Who will return us “… 
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Ultimately, to their astonishment, they shake their heads at you, asking you when this

:resurrection occurs and has its timing? The verse adds

Say: ‘He Who created you the first time.’ Then, they will shake their heads at you, “… 
:and say

? …” When will it be‘

By raising this objection, in fact, they wanted to unveil this matter that supposing this

‘earthly matter’ is convertible into human shape and supposing we accept the power

of Allah with respect to this, this issue is a long-term promise which is far from clear as

:to when that will take place. The Qur’ān, answers them

’.” Say: ‘Maybe it will be nigh “… 

Certainly, it is approaching soon, for the entire life-span of this world is very short and

.is just a passing moment when compared to the endless life in the Hereafter

Moreover, if the resurrection was to be regarded as far away by our small and limited

criteria, the threshold of the resurrection day, which is death, is not far away, for your

death is ‘a minor resurrection day’ as compared to the ‘major resurrection’ when it is
.time for the evaluation of the acts of human beings

****
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لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  مُْتْثِبَّل  نإِ  نَوُّنظُتَوَ  هِدِمْحَِب  نَوُبیجِتَسْتَفَ  مْکُوعُدْیَ  مَوْیَ  ﴾ 52﴿

A day when He will call you forth, then you shall answer with His praise, yet . “ 52
(.” thinking that you have tarried but a little while (in the world or in the purgatory

Commentary: verse 52

Without mentioning any accurate date for the resurrection day, the Qur’ān mentions

some of the characteristics of it in this noble verse, implying that: This return to life is
that same day on which you will be called forth from your tombs, and you will accept

:the call while praising the Lord. The holy verse says

, …” A day when He will call you forth, then you shall answer with His praise “ 

It is the same day when the distance between death and resurrection, that is, the

purgatory, will be regarded as a short time by you. You will then realize that you have

:only paused for a moment in the purgatory. The verse in this regard says

yet thinking that you have tarried but a little while (in the world or in the “… 
(.” purgatory

Some of the commentators of the glorious Qur’ān are of the belief that this verse is
being addressed to the believers, for, it is they who will answer the Lord while praise

Him, and it is they who regard their stay in the purgatory as short, for, they have had

a happy time in their graves and have received no punishment therein. Obviously, the

.days of joy and happiness are short

****
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Section 6:Gentleness in Dealing Enjoined

Point

Muslims enjoined to be gentle in their dealings – To beware of Satan who sows

dissensions and who is an Open Enemy of man – Punishment for transgression is a

.decreed and prescribed law of Allah

اًنیِبُم اًوّدُعَ  نِاسَنلإِِل  نَاکَ  نَاطَْیَّشلا  َّنإِ  مْهُنَْیَب  غُزَنیَ  نَاطَْیَّشلا  َّنإِ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلا  اوُلوقُیَ  يدِابَعِِل  لُقوَ  ﴾ 53﴿

And say to My servants to speak what is best. Verily, the Satan sows dissensions . “ 53
.” among them. Verily the Satan unto man is an open enemy

Commentary: verse 53

As the discussion in the foregoing verses centered around the issues of the origin and

the resurrection and the proofs regarding these two main ideological beliefs, here the

Qur’ān instructs the manner of conducting a dialogue and disputation with the

dissidents, especially the pagans, for, no matter how elevated in rank the school

might be, the powerful logic will also be rendered useless, but if it is not coupled with

correct methods, discussion and disputations, and instead of affection and favour

.harshness and rudeness prevail, it will be fruitless

:Therefore, the verse proclaims

. …” And say to My servants to speak what is best “ 

The best, in here, signifies what is most appropriate from the view point of content,
eloquence, and that which is best in terms of ethical virtues and humanitarian

methods, for, if one
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distances himself from what is best speech, and tends to rudeness and

quarrelsomeness in his words, it recalls the Satan’s interference and inciting

:corruption amongst them. The verse says

. …” Verily, the Satan sows dissensions among them “… 

Do not remain heedless of the fact that the Satan does not remain idle. The Satan is
always round the corner, for he has always been an open enemy of mankind. The holy

:verse continues saying

.” Verily the Satan unto man is an open enemy “… 

Sometimes, the believers who had recently accepted the faith, following their

previous ancient habits, used to provoke aggression against those who opposed

.them

Moreover, those humiliating expressions of the dissidents towards the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), some of which were mentioned in the previous verses, such as: sorcerer,
insane, soothsayer, poet, etc… sometimes caused the believers to lose control of

themselves and raise up against the opponents in a verbal attack, saying whatever

they wanted. The Qur’ān seeks to hinder them from such things, persuading them to

call with leniency and selection of softest words so as to prevent the Satan from

.inciting corruption

****
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لاًیکِوَ مْهِْیلَعَ  كَانَْلسَرْأَ  آمَوَ  مْکُْب   ِ ذّعَُی أْشَیَ  نإِ  وْأَ  مْکُمْحَرْیَ  أْشَیَ  نإِ  مْکُِب  مُلَعْأَ  مْکُُّبرَ  ﴾ 54﴿

Your Lord is more knowledgeable about you than yourself. He will have mercy on . “ 54
you if He pleases, or He will punish you (for your behaviour) if He pleases, and We

.” have not sent you as a warden over them

Commentary: verse 54

In the previous verse, the stress was based on one’s manner of speech with soft

words. In this verse, there are some of its aspects explained as follows: One must not

regard himself as superior to others. One must not humiliate others, not even calling

the pagans as ‘hell-inhabitants’ while declaring oneself to be one of those who go to

the Paradise, for such a manner leads to rebellion and sedition. Moreover, how on

earth do we know about the happy ending of each of us? Allah is more

:knowledgeable; He excuses if He pleases and punishes if He pleases. The verse says

Your Lord is more knowledgeable about you than yourself. He will have mercy on “ 
, …” you if He pleases, or He will punish you (for your behaviour) if He pleases

In the end, concluding the verse, He addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, in order to

console him for the extraordinary unease which he had suffered at the hands of the

:pagans as a result of their lack of faith, He says

.” and We have not sent you as a warden over them “… 

So that you feel as the advocate of the people which compels you to make them

definitely embrace the faith. It is your duty to openly take the message to them, and

call them earnestly to the truth. If they embrace the faith, so much the better for

.them; otherwise, no harm will be done to you
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اًروُبزَ دَوُادَ  انَْیتَاءَو  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  نَی  -ِ یِّبَّنلا ضَْعَب  انَْلَّضفَ  دْقََلوَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  نمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  کَُّبرَوَ  ﴾ 55﴿

And your Lord is more knowledgeable than any one who is in the heavens and the . “ 55
earth; and, certainly, We have made some of the prophets excel others, and to David

’.” We gave ‘Zabūr

Commentary: verse 55

In the previous verse, the issue in question involved the knowledge of Allah in

connection with man. In this verse, the issue in question relates to His knowledge over

:all the beings whether the celestial or earthly ones. The verse says

And your Lord is more knowledgeable than any one who is in the heavens and the “ 
; …” earth

In other words, in this verse the meaning is beyond that, implying that Allah is aware

not only of your status but also of that of all those who are in the skies and on the

earth and He is the most aware of every one and knows their value better. Then

whoever He elects from among the angels and the prophets for a matter is not undue

that merely He pleases it, but since He is aware of the true innate value of them and

:knows them eligible for the job, He elects them. Then He adds

, …” and, certainly, We have made some of the prophets excel others “… 

By saying: ‘We have made some prophets excel others’, here is meant the ‘’Ulul‘azm’,
’. ‘prophets of the Book

We have it in traditions that there have been one hundred and twenty four thousand

prophets, some of whom have been appointed for all the people and possess

’. ‘celestial Books
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some, also, were commissioned for a particular region or over a certain group of

.people and were under the command of a greater prophet, carrying out his mission

In other words, although prophets were placed at he highest echelon of virtues, there

was a hierarchy for them which ranked them at various levels, excelling some over

.the others

This sentence is, in fact, an answer to one of the objections of the pagans, who used

to claim in a humiliating tone of voice that: Had the Lord not any one else other than

the orphan Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) to appoint as a prophet? Moreover, what made him

’? be the leading figure among all the prophets and the ‘Seal of the Prophets

The Qur’ān implies that it is not astonishing that Allah is aware of the human values of

every single individual and, hence, He has selected His prophets from among the bulk

of the people. He has bestowed one with the title of “khalīl-ullah” (the friend of Allah).
He has conferred the title of “Rūh-ullah” on another one of His prophets. He has

(. selected the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as “Habīb-ullah” (the friend of Allah

Briefly speaking, He has made some superior to others in His blessings in accordance

.with the criteria which He himself deems fit and His Wisdom so deems worthy of

Although Dawood was in charge of a vast territory, the Lord does not regard this

matter as his prime object of pride. On the contrary, He regards the Book of ‘Zabūr’ as

what he must take pride in so that the pagans become aware of the fact that the glory

of man does not depend on his wealth or property or his authority or his apparent

domination. At the same time, being an orphan or being stripped off all of one’s
:belongings will not indicate to the blame of him. The verse concludes

’.” and to David We gave ‘Zabūr “… 
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لاًیوِحْتَ لاَوَ  مْکُنعَ    ِ رُّّضلا فَشْکَ  نَوکُِلمْیَ  لاَفَ  هِِنودُ  نِم  مُتمْعَزَ  نَیذَِّلا  اوعُدْا  لُِق  ﴾ 56﴿

Say: Call on those whom you asserted (to be your god) besides Him; so they shall . “ 56
(.” neither have the ability of removing the affliction from you, nor to change (it

Commentary: verse 56

To call on any one other than the Lord, and to put one’s hope into this matter, is

merely a daydream, for no one else but Allah is able to remove the dangers or

.transfer them to another one or, to convert or to reduce them by any means

Incidentally, one’s belief in intercession occurring by Allah’s saints of removing the

difficulties and chastisement takes place by Allah’s permission, and is a different

.matter

This verse, once again, deals with the pagans and, pursuing past discussions, the

:Qur’ān addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and declares

Say: Call on those whom you asserted (to be your god) besides Him; so they shall “ 
(.” neither have the ability of removing the affliction from you, nor to change (it

In fact, this verse, as many of other verses of the Qur’ān, obliterates the logic of the

pagans in this way which holds that the worship of the idols is either for the sake of

acquiring benefits or for the sake of repelling harms; but, they have got no power of

.their own to solve difficulties, nor would they be able to displace any of them

The application of the Arabic pronoun /’allaŏīna/ in this verse explains the point that

the objective in here does not exclude all the worshipping objects other than ‘Allah’,
but the aim expressed here refers to such objects of worship like angels, Hadrat

.Massih (a.s.) and the like
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نَاکَ ِ-كَ  بّرَ بَاذَعـَ  َّنإِ  هَُباذَعـَ  نَوُفاخَیَوَ  هُتَمَحْرَ  نَوجُرْیَوَ  بُرَْقأَ  مْهُُّیأَ  هَلَیسـِوَْلا  مُهِ  -ِ بّرَ یَلإِ  نَوغُتَْبیَ  نَوعُدْیـَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِـئَلوُْا  ﴾ 57﴿

اًروذُحْمَ

Those whom they call upon, themselves search for means of approaching their . “ 57
Lord which of them is nearer, and they hope for His mercy, and fear His punishment.

.” Verily, the punishment of your Lord is to be dreaded of

Commentary: verse 57

Some commentators are of the opinion that the prophets who call the people to the

path of the truth, they themselves seek some means of support, especially the ones

who can make them nigh to Allah closer and in a speedier manner, or the mediation of

.every prophet who is in closer proximity to Allah

In numerous quotations, we have it under this verse that the two sides of the balance

between fear and hope must be paralleled, otherwise, the person who is being

involved, will either become desperate or arrogant (as a result of being unduly

(. hopeful

Anyway, this verse in fact provides justification for what was mentioned in the

previous verse. It implies whether you know why they are unable to solve your

problem without the Lord’s permission. The reason why they do such a thing is that

they invocate to the Lord for solving their own difficulties. They try to approach His

:Pure Essence, asking Him for whatever they wish. The verse says

Those whom they call upon, themselves search for means of approaching their Lord “ 
…”

, …” which of them is nearer “… 

, …” and they hope for His mercy “… 
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. …” and fear His punishment “… 

The reason why it is so is that the punishment inflicted by Him is so grave in intensity

:that it is always to be avoided. The verse continues saying

.” Verily, the punishment of your Lord is to be dreaded of “… 

In other words, the verse means: those prophets and angels, whom you call gods, try

to find access to Allah through praying and worshipping to be might to Allah so that it
becomes transparent that whose position would be ranked as higher before the Lord.
That is, when the prophets, with the high rank and honour that they have with Him

and are nearer to Him than you do not worship any one but Allah, and seek for a mean

to approach Him, then why should you not be as such, you that are not nearer to

Allah? Therefore, the worship of the Lord alone, and the abandoning of polytheism

and dualism in matters of worship are all more indispensable for you. Thus, the Lord

.seeks to urge the people to imitate the prophets

Some, however, claim that the angels and Hadrat Massih etc, whom you are

regarding as god, are only subservient to the Lord themselves and seek to approach

Him and come into closer proximity to Allah through their acts of worship, thus coming

into closer contact with His Mercy. Or else, they yearn to know which of them is in

.closer proximity to the Allah’s grace

Nevertheless, they try to seek forgiveness from the Lord, hoping for His mercy and

grace through their obedience, and fearing His reappraisals because of unruly. Just

.like all of the servants of Allah, they, too, follow the path of worship

.Yes, the punishment of your Lord is too hard for you to bear, and all must avoid it
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اًروطُسْمَ بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  کَِلذَ  نَاکَ  اًدیدِشَ  اًباذَعَ  اهَوُب   ِ ذّعَُم وْأَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  لَْبقَ  اهَوکُِلهُْم  نُحَْن  َّلاإِ  هٍیَرْقَ  نِم  نإِوَ  ﴾ 58﴿

And there is not a town but We shall annihilate it before the Day of Resurrection . “ 58
or chastise it with a severe chastisement. That is written in the Book, (the Protected

(.” Table

Commentary: verse 58

The Arabic term /qaryah/ refers to the gathering place of people, whether it is a town

or a village. The objective of the Qur’ānic term /’al kitāb/ here is either the ‘Protected

Tablet’ or the Qur’ān in which the reasons for the fall and annihilation of the nations

.are explained

Therefore, following our discussion about the pagans, which we noted concerning

monotheism and resurrection in the foregoing verses, this noble verse, with an

awakening tone, advises them and illustrates the end and the annihilation of this

world in face of their rational vision, so that they may know that this world is a mortal

one and the eternal world remains elsewhere, thus preparing themselves for the

:consequences of their behaviour. The verse says

And there is not a town but We shall annihilate it before the Day of Resurrection or “ 
. …” chastise it with a severe chastisement

Those who engage in evil acts and are oppressive, and the stiff-necked unruly, are to

be wiped out by Allah’s punishment, and the rest will be annihilated by death due to

.the natural causes or by common accidents
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Eventually, this world will end and all will pave the path of annihilation. This is a

decisively obvious principal which is registered in the Divine Book, (the ‘Protected

:Table’). The verse remarks

(.” That is written in the Book, (the Protected Table “… 

****
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اًفیوِخْتَ َّلاإِ  تِایَلاَاِب  لُسِرُْن  امَوَ  اهَِب  اومُلَظَفَ  هًرَصِْبُم  هَقَاَّنلا  دَومَُث  انَْیتَاءَو  نَوُلَّولاَا  اهَِب  بََّذکَ  نأَ  َّلآإِ  تِایَلاَاِب  لَسِرُْن  نأَ  آنَعَنَمَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 59﴿

And nothing prevented Us that We should send the signs (requested by the . “ 59
people) save that the former nations rejected them; and We gave to Thamūd the

She-Camel, a manifest sign, but they did injustice unto her; and We do not send signs

.” (requested) but to warn

Commentary: verse 59

The pretext seeking pagans of Mecca used to ask the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for miracles

frequently, among which was that they wanted him to turn some of the mountains of

Mecca (the Safā Mountain) into gold, or to displace mountains and agricultural land be

made available in their place. The Lord declares that, according to the historical

experiences, the obstinate pagans would not embrace the faith by witnessing such

signs either, and the system of creation will not be made subservient to the obstinate

.individuals

If a miracle is performed according to the request of the people, and they still remain

.disbelievers, their worldly chastisement is certain to take place

A camel is an animal. However, the Lord, with respect to the camel of Sālih, says:
(. /nāqatullah/, (the She-Camel of Allah

Since whatever relates to the Lord in some ways possesses sanctity. Even for the

name of Abu-Lahab, because it is in the Qur’ān, one can not touch it before making

.ritual ablution
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:Miracles are of two types

Some miracles are such that, without them, one cannot acquire cognition of the . 1
prophecy. Obviously, such miracles must take place, whether the people embrace the

.faith or they do not

Others are because of Allah’s grace, and may lead to the increase in one’s faith. . 2
.These miracles are done by the grace of the Lord

Those miracles which are outside the category of the two, are not shown by the Lord.
Thus, He implies: We do not send Our verses for the fact that your forefathers had

requested such verses to become believer and once We sent them, they refused to

embrace the faith. You, too, follow their path, and will refuse to believe as they did.
:The verse says

And nothing prevented Us that We should send the signs (requested by the people) “ 
; …” save that the former nations rejected them

:Then, the Qur’ān points the finger to a clear example of the issue by saying

, …” and We gave to Thamūd the She-Camel, a manifest sign “… 

It was the same camel which came out of the mountain upon Allah’s command, for

they had requested such a miracle: an illuminating miracle. Nonetheless, they refused

to become believers, so they did harm to that she-camel, and killed her. The verse

:says

; …” but they did injustice unto her “… 

In principle, it is not Allah’s procedure that everyone who requests a miracle, the

prophet submits to his request, and He does not send the verses and the miracles

except for inspiring awe in people and delivering an ultimatum to them. The verse

:says
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.” and We do not send signs (requested) but to warn “… 

In other words, Allah (s.w.t.) makes His verses and miracles apparent through the

prophets so that, by witnessing them, the people receive instructions, fearing Allah’s
.punishment and embrace the faith

:Explanations

The prophets were always entangled with obstinate individuals despite having . 1
; …” various miracles. “… save that the former notions rejected them

Allah is all-powerful in every situation, though His procedure is based upon wisdom, . 2
.and not that of the gratification of the people’s desires

Sacrilege and the denial of the miracles will lead to the Divine fury and . 3
chastisement. “… and We gave to Thamūd the She-Camel, a manifest sign, but they

; …” did injustice unto her

Miracles serve as the means for the people’s cognition, enlightenment, and as . 4
.” warning for them. “… but to warn

****
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مْهُُفوِّخَُنوَ نِاءَرْقُْلا  یِف  هََنوعُْلمَْلا  هَرَجََّشلاوَ  سِاَّنل  هًنَْتِف لِّ- َّلاإِ  كَانَْیرَأَ  یِتَّلا  ایَؤُّْرلا  انَْلعَجَ  امَوَ  سِاَّنلاِب  طَاحَأَ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  کََل  انـَْلُق  ذْإِو  ﴾ 60﴿

اًریِبکَ اًنایَْغطُ  َّلاإِ  مْهُدُیزِیَ  امَفَ 

And (remember) when We said to you: ‘Verily your Lord encompasses the . “ 60
people;’ and we did not make the dream which We showed you and the cursed tree in
the Qur’ān, save (as) a trial for the people; and We cause them to fear, but it only

.” increases them in great insolence

Commentary: verse 60

Now, the Lord, addressing His Prophet (p.b.u.h.), states that he should remember the

time when He told him: his Lord is knowledgeable about the state of the people and

their good and bad deeds, and He knows who merits rewards and who deserves

punishments. He is All-powerful for the punishment and reward of the people.
Therefore, all are within the range and scope of His power, and no one is capable of

:exceeding the limits of His Will and Providence. The holy verse says

;’ And (remember) when We said to you: ‘Verily your Lord encompasses the people “ 
…”

Thus, Allah encourages the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to go on with his process of propagation,
and He promises him that He will save him from the harm of the people, and,

.eventually, He will conquer Mecca for him

Incidentally, the issue involved in the previous holy verse concerned the killing of

Sālih’s she-camel, and in this verse, the issue in question deals with the whole

damned lot who were
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:the murderers of ‘Ahl-ul-Bayt’, the ‘Prophet’s household’. The verse continues saying

and we did not make the dream which We showed you and the cursed tree in the “… 
; …” Qur’ān, save (as) a trial for the people

We have it in the quotations that the Ahl-ul-Bayt remarked: “We are no less in position

than the Sālih’s she-camel. Any insult to us would lead to annihilation.” (Bihār, vol. 28, p.
(205, and vol. 50, p. 192

In the blissful Qur’ān, there are several dreams cited for the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.), one of which has been cited at the time of the outbreak of the ‘Battle of

Badr’, in which, the Lord degraded and minimized the enemies in the sight of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) so that the Muslims would not lose courage. (Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8,
(verse 43

Another dream came upon him when he dreamed about the victorious arrival into

(Masjid-ul-Harām. (Sura Al-Fath, No. 48, verse 27

A third dream was the one which is referred to in this verse. The first two dreams took

place after the Hejrah and in Medina, while this third one came about in Mecca. Of

course, some ascribe the dream in relation to ‘Mi‘rāj’ (Muhammad’s ascension to

Heaven) while the ‘Mi‘rāj’ took place in full awakening state but dreams come about

.while one is asleep

That dream and the state of that cursed lot (the cursed tree) are the same and

identical, for their end-result is one and the same. That is, they both provide the roots

.of evil for the people

The Lord indicated this ‘cursed tree’ and their acts in dream to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
while he was asleep, saying that this is the cause of the evil of your people, and with

the holy
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sentence: “… ‘Verily your Lord encompasses the people;’ …” Allah sought to console

 . him

The Arabic term /šajarah/ signifies both ‘a tree’ as well as whatever else has got

branches and offshoots. Therefore, it also refers to ‘a tribe’. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
also remarked: “Ali and I are both from one tribe (the same ‘pedigree’ and ‘line’).”

((Bihār, vol. 38, p. 309

This term also points to the chain of blood relations and race as in the case of ‘family

pedigree’ which is called ‘genealogical tree’. Therefore, the idiomatic expression ‘the

cursed tree’, signify a whole lot of ‘branches’ and a well-rooted tribe which has got

.off-shoots as well, and which is cursed

At the end of this verse, we have it that the Divine warning as for this ‘cursed lot’, or

cursed tree, has brought no results except an increase in their viciousness and

:rebellion. The holy verse says

.” and We cause them to fear, but it only increases them in great insolence “… 

The phrase: /tuqyānan kabīr/ “great insolence”, has only been mentioned once in the

Qur’ān and only in this verse. Therefore, one must look out for a “cursed lot” and a

tribe in the Qur’ān which has been Muslim in appearance but dissident and rebellious

inwardly and in the real sense with a kind of hypocrisy which causes the trial and

.sedition for people

There are numerous causes of condemnation and cursing in the Qur’ān such as: the

Satan, the Jews, the hypocrites, the pagans, and the scholars who cover-up the truth

as well as those who inflict harm on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). However, it is only the

hypocrites who accompany the Muslims and cause them the maximum injury by their

hypocrisy, for the Satan, the people of the Book, and the pagans indicate clearly what

they
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are, while the hypocrites, apparently Muslims, have always been the agents for

.( sedition. (Tafsīr-Al-Mīzān, under this verse

Some have held the opinion that the ‘cursed tree’ consist of the ‘tree of Zaqqūm’
which, in Hell, is the means of the Divine chastisement. But there are also other things

which have been used as the Divine punishment as well, and they do not provide sings

for the condemnation of those means, like the River Nile, which drowned Pharaoh, or

the angels who inflicted punishment on certain peoples, or the believers who served

as the arms of Allah in punishment and annihilation of the pagans. “Fight them (and)
(Allah will punish them at your hands…” (Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 14

Alameh Tabātabā’ī (q.s.), in his discussion dealing with the quotations concerning

‘Sura Al-Qadr, No. 97’, quotes from some outstanding of Sunni sources such as: Khatīb

Baqdādī, Turmathī, Ibn-Jarīr, Tabarānī, Bīhaqī, Ibn Mardooyah, as well as Shi‘ah

sources such as Kāfī, etc, that the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) dreamed of panthers

climbing his pulpit and it saddened him greatly. Gabriel descended when the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) recounted his dream for him. Gabriel ascended to the heaven, and, on his

return, He brought along with him the following verses: “Have you then considered if
We let them enjoy themselves for years.” “Then there comes to them that with which

they are threatened,” “That which they were made to enjoy shall not avail them?”
((Sura Ash-Shu‘arā, No. 26, verses 205-207

This dream also caused the descending of Sura ‘Al-Qadr’ so as to comfort the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) that if the ‘Umayyads’ ruled for a thousand months, We provided you with

.the Night of ‘Qadr’ in exchange, which is better than a thousand months
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The issue concerning the dreaming about the panthers, which overtook the

government and were climbing the pulpit of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), has also been

(. quoted from Imam Bāqir and Imam Sādiq (a.s.) (Tafsīr-i-Tibyān

’. The Sunni and Shī‘ah commentators regard the ‘Umayyads’ as the ‘coursed tree

Imam Sajjād (a.s.) remarked: Gabriel adapted the panthers to the Umayyads. The

(. Prophet (p.b.u.h.) asked: “Does this event take place during my era?” (Tafsīr-i-Lāhījī

From among the Umayyads, the person who was most rebellious, and caused the

advent of Karbala to come about, was ‘Yazīd’, and this calamity was the greatest

.rebellion throughout history

:Explanations

.The Lord uses the dreams at times to reveal some facts to the prophets and others . 1

Every event, even interpretation of dreams, can be used as a means for the testing . 2
.of the people

Those tribes and groups who incite deviations are the ‘cursed tree’ “… and the . 3
; …” cursed tree in the Qur’ān save (as) a trial for the people

Issuing warnings to the people, even to the cursed tribes and the ‘cursed families’ is . 4
.among Allah’s ways of treatment

Warnings will have no impact on the tenacious people who are obstinate. ‘An iron . 5
.” nail will not penetrate stones’. “… but it only increase them in great insolence

****
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Section 7: Satan’s Pride against Man

Point

Satan refuses to pay obeisance to man thinking himself superior to man – Satan

seeks respite to beguile man – Satan given respite but without any influence over

.Allah’s selected servants – Man’s ingratitude to Allah

اًنیطِ تَْقلَخَ  نْمَِل  دُجُسْأَءَ  لَاقَ  سَیِلْبإِ  َّلآإِ  اودُجَسَفَ  مَدَلاَ  اودُجُسْا  هِکَِئلآمَْلِل  انَْلُق  ذْإِوَ  ﴾ 61﴿

And (remember) when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate unto Adam’; so they (all) . “ 61
did prostrate except ’Iblīs who said: ‘Am I to prostrate to the one You have created of

?’ ” clay

Commentary: verse 61

Here, the Qur’ān alludes to the unruliness of ’Iblīs with regard to the Allah’s
command, concerning the issue of prostration to Adam, and the viscous fate awaiting

.him, sums up the story

Dealing with this issue, following the previous discussions about the obstinate pagans,
indeed, reveals the fact that the complete and the total picture of arrogance,
paganism, and unruliness has been the Satan. The Qur’ān points out as to how his

fate ended; hence, the followers of the Satan will meet their doom in just the same

:way. At first, He says

And (remember) when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate unto Adam’; so they (all) did “ 
 …” prostrate except ’Iblīs

p: 709

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5351 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


This prostration is some kind of modesty and humbleness for the sake of the

glorification of the creation of man and his excellence over other beings or else it has

been of the sort that has been performed, facing Allah for the creation of such an

.amazing creature

The Satan which had been overwhelmed by arrogance and pride, and his egotism and

conceit had covered a curtain over his intelligence, and thinking that ‘the earth’, which

is the source of all blessings and the origin of all beings, is inferior to fire, addressing

:his objections to the Lord, the verse says about him

?’ ” who said: ‘Am I to prostrate to the one You have created of clay “… 

Therefore, we repeatedly face the issue of the prostration of the angels in the Qur’ān,
.and the unruliness of the Satan in this connection

Iblīs is of the ‘Jinn’ lot, “… he was of the jinn, …”(1) and has got an army: “And the host’
of ’Iblīs, all.”(2) and has also got infantry battalions as well as a mounting army: “… and

collect your cavalry and infantry against them, …”(3) and is the cause of all deviations

and, finally, his abstinence from prostration, provides a comparison between the

earth and fire, where he said: “… You created me of fire while you created him of

(clay’.”(4

****
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لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  هُتََّی   ِ رّذُ َّنکَِنتَحْلاَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  نِتَرَّْخأَ  نِْئَل  َّیلَعَ  تَْمَّرکَ  يذَِّلا  اذَه  کَتَْیأَرَأَ  لَاقَ  ﴾ 62﴿

He (the Satan) said: ‘Tell me, is this he whom you have honoured above me? If . “ 62
You respite me till the Day of Resurrection, I will certainly master his progeny, save a

.” few

Commentary: verse 62

When the Satan noticed that, as a consequence of his arrogance and unruliness in

face of the Lord’s command, he has become an outcast from the Lord’s holy

sanctuary for ever, said humbly: Were I to be given a respite till the resurrection day

by You, I shall seduce all the progenitors of this human being, make them perish

altogether starting from the scratch, seducing them all except a few of them. The

:verse says

He (the Satan) said: ‘Tell me, is this he whom you have honoured above me? If You “ 
.” respite me till the Day of Resurrection, I will certainly master his progeny, save a few

The Arabic term /’ahtanikanna/ which is derived from the term /’ihtināk/ means

‘eradicating’ something or ‘uprooting’. Thus, when locusts perish an entire agricultural

land, the Arabs say: “locusts eradicated the farming.” This Qur’ānic expression,
therefore, refers to the point that: I will uproot all of the children of Adam from the

.path of obedience, except a few of them

There is the possibility that the Arabic term /’ihtanikanna/ is a derivation of /hanak/,
’. meaning: ‘beneath the throat
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When the rope or the bridle is placed around the neck of an animal, the Arabs often

use the expression /hanatk-ad-dābbah/, meaning that ‘the animal was bridled’. In

fact, the Satan wants to claim that he will put the bridle of temptation around the neck

.of all human beings thus leading them toward the wrong path

****
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اًروُفوَّْم ءًآزَجَ  مْکُؤُآزَجَ  مََّنهَجَ  َّنإِفَ  مْهُْنِم  کَعَِبتَ  نمَفَ  بْهَذْا  لَاقَ  ﴾ 63﴿

Addressing the Satan), He said: ‘Depart! But whoever of them follows you, then . “ ) 63
!’” verily Hell will be your recompense, a recompense in full

Commentary: verse 63

.Man is free in his acceptance of the path of the Lord and/or in pursuing the Satan

The Lord’s punishment is all-encompassing; the guilty will be provided with both the

divine chastisement which is due to their own sins, and the punishment for misleading

.others in their entirety either

Incidentally, in order to realize an experimental field for all, and proper means for the

education of the true devout believers, which all tend to shape man in the melting pot,
and in order to become strong against the enemy, the Satan was provided with the

:means for survival and activities: the verse says

Addressing the Satan), He said: ‘Depart! But whoever of them follows you, then “ )
!’” verily Hell will be your recompense, a recompense in full

It is by means of this nature that He declares the method of testing and explains the

.ultimate aim of victory and defeat in this grand Divine trial

****
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مُهُدُـعِیَامَوَ مْهُدْعـِوَ  دِلاَوْلاَاوَ  لِاوَْملاَا  یِف  مْهُکْرِاشَوَ  کَِلجِرَوَ  کَِلْیخَِب  مْهِْیلَعَ  بِْلجْأَوَ  کَِـتوْصَِب  مهُْنِم  تَْعطَتَسـْا  نِمَ  زْزِْفتَسـْاوَ  ﴾ 64﴿

اًرورُغُ َّلاإِ  نُاطَْیَّشلا 

And startle whomever of them you can with your voice, and collect your cavalry . “ 64
and infantry against them; and share with them in wealth and children and make

.” promises to them; and the Satan makes no promises to them except delusion

Commentary: verse 64

The Satan, at first, removes man’s instinct for monotheism by means of persuasion.
.Later, he seeks to invade him with his ammunitions and armies

The Arabic term /’istifzāz/ here signifies ‘stumbling’ or ‘slipping’ with speed and

.adeptness as well as by way of pushing

The Satan does not just select one way for deceiving man. On the contrary, he usually

entrenches man from all sides, accompanied by a number of other ways using all

forms of persuasions, dissuasions, promises, aspirations, temptations, and

enticements, which are as its mounting forces and its foot-soldiers, and in this course

.some people follow him

We have it in quotations that he who has no fear of anyone in what he says and in

what he does, or what he is said about; committing sins or back-biting openly, is a

(partner to the Satan. (Tafsīr-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Other cases of forming partnership with the Satan, consist of: having forbidden

sources of income, living on illegal
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money, adultery, raising corrupt and deviant offspring (Bihār, vol. 101, p. 136). And he

who regards the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as enemies, has allowed

(the Satan to enter into partnership with him. (Kāfī, vol. 5, p. 502

Unhealthy production and consumption, hoarding wealth, investment of foreign

companies and foreign corporations, creation of scientific, cultural, and artistic

centers as well as international games, which are colonial, are kinds of partnership

.with the Satan

Anyway, explaining in an interesting and explicit fashion, He exposes the ways and

means through which the Satan employs in his temptations. The Qur’ān, addressing

him, implies: you can provoke them each with your voice, and you can dispatch your

:mounting and infantry army units against them. The verse says

And startle whomever of them you can with your voice, and collect your cavalry and “ 
; …” infantry against them

The Satan possesses numerous aids and assistants who are of his own kind as well as

from among mankind who help the Satan in seducing people. Some who are more

powerful and speedier in act just like the mounting army; others are weaker and

slower in action and behave just like infantry. The verse, addressing the Satan,
:continues saying

; …” and share with them in wealth and children and make promises to them “… 

Then the Qur’ān warns that the Satan does not do anything else except deceiving

:them. The verse says

.” and the Satan makes no promises to them except delusion “… 

****
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لاًیکِوَ ِ-كَ  بّرَِب یفَکَوَ  نٌاطَْلسُ  مْهِْیلَعَ  کََل  سَْیَل  يدابَعِ  َّنإِ  ﴾ 65﴿

Verily (as for) My servants, you have not any authority over them; and your Lord . “ 65
.” suffices (as their) Guardian

Commentary: verse 65

Notwithstanding the fact that all people are the servants of Allah, the Lord, out of

respect, has ascribed some to Himself by saying “My servants”, as He has also used

such a term for proximity concerning the inanimate objects as well as in the case of

(. /baytī/ (My house

The servants of Allah’, have also been introduced with specifications of ‘faith’ and‘
‘trust’ in another verse, those who are by no means dominated by the Satan. (Sura

(An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 99

Certainly, the Satan carries out its temptation; establishes contacts, but they become

(constantly mindful and go on with their resistance. (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 201

We have it in quotations that ‘prayer call’ and ‘prayers’ are two ways of expelling the

(Satan. (Bihār, vol. 63, p. 268

Therefore, serving and worshipping the Lord provides one with insurance against

satanic persuasions, temptations and Satanic deployments, for he who joins the

:Infinite Power, will become impenetrable. The verse says

Verily (as for) My servants, you have not any authority over them; and your Lord “ 
.” suffices (as their) Guardian

Anyway, he who becomes the servant of Allah, He will take care of him as his

.advocate, as his guardian, and as his superintendent

****
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هِِلضْفَ نِم  اوغُتَْبتَِل  رِحْبَْلا  یِف  کَْلفُْلا  مُکَُل  یجِزُْی  يذَِّلا  مُکُُّبرَ  ﴾ 66﴿

اًمیحِرَ مْکُِب  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ 

Your Lord is He Who makes the ship go for you through the sea that you may . “ 66
.” seek of His grace; verily He is ever Merciful to you

Commentary: verse 66

This verse pursues the discussions which we had before about monotheism and

about the campaigns against paganism. It enters this discussion through two

different ways: by reasoning, and through the way of conscience and the inside or

.internal system

:At first, the Holy Qur’ān alludes to the monotheism through reasoning, saying

 …” Your Lord is He Who makes the ship go for you through the sea “ 

Obviously, there are numerous benefits for transportation available by sea-routes,
including cheapness of traveling, their suitability for being used at all the times by all

the general public and for transportation of goods passengers and fishing. The role of

the seas in the field of providing oxygen, production of water vapor, clouds, and rain;

developing beds for fishery industries and wanders of material, plants and animals

are remarkable. The amazing surprises they present in matters relating to the

.inanimate objects, plant and animal life are abundant

We read in the ‘Joushan Kabīr’ “O! The One Whose wonders of creation are found in
!” abundance at sea
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Then the Qur’ān adds that the aim of all these preparations are that you benefit from

His blessings in matters relating to your travels, to the transportation of your goods,
merchandise, and to whatever else which is of help to your religion as well as to your

:worldly life, for the Lord is kind to you. The holy verse says

.” that you may seek of His grace; verily He is ever Merciful to you “… 

****
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هُاَّیإِ َّلآإِ  نَوعُدْتَ  نمَ  َّلضَ  رِحْبَْلا  یِف  ُّرُّضلا  مُکَُّسمَ  اذَإِو  ﴾ 67﴿

اًروفُکَ نُاسَنلإِا  نَاکَوَ  مُْتضْرَعْأَ    ِ رّبَْلا یَلإِ  مْکُاَّجَن  اَّملَفَ 

And when affliction touches you in the sea, away will go those on whom you call . “ 67
except him; but as He delivers you to the land, you turn away (from Him); and man is

.” very ungrateful

Commentary: verse 67

One of the reasons as to why monotheism is inherent in human nature is the fact that

.man turns to an invisible point to save him when he is caught in distress and despair

A man, who was an atheist, once asked Imam Sādiq (a.s.) to provide him with a proof

.for proving the existence of the Lord

The Imam asked him: “Have you ever embarked a ship which has been wrecked?”
“Yes,” He answered: “Only once. We were once ship wrecked and I used a piece of

wood.” The Imam (a.s.) then asked: “Were you then focusing on a power to save you?”
He answered: “Yes,” He (a.s.) continued: “That very invisible power is the Lord, the

.” Almighty

Therefore, when at loss in a sea and winds stop blowing or the sea waves threaten

you, etc, all your objects of worship will be forgotten, except the only Lord. in such a
circumstance, it is Allah Who can save you, to Whom you appeal and you call on no

one else. However, as you were saved by Him from drowning; and felt safe, you will

turn away from Him and refuse to believe in Him and to obey Him being ungrateful,
:and man does this too often. The verse says
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And when affliction touches you in the sea, away will go those on whom you call“
(; …” except him; but as He delivers you to the land, you turn away (from Him

Certainly, worldly interests are so enticing that man tends to forget everything

shortly, after being saved of the affliction and neglecting Allah after being saved is an

:explicit example of ungratefulness. The verse continues saying

.” and man is very ungrateful “… 

****
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اًبصِاحَ مْکُْیلَعَ  لَسِرُْی  وْأَ    ِ رّبَْلا بَِناجَ  مْکُِب  فَسِخْیَ  نأَ  مُْتنِماَفَأَ  ﴾ 68﴿

لاًیکِوَ مْکَُل  اودُجِتَ  َّمُث لاَ 

Do you then feel secure that He will not cause the shore to swallow you up, or . “ 68
.” send on you squall of pebbles? Then, you will not find protector for yourselves

Commentary: verse 68

The annihilation of the former nations has been completed in various ways. The Lord

has made the earth bury some of the violators and enemies, while He has made

others drown at sea. Some have been stoned in landslip, and others have been

perished in thunderbolts. Therefore, the Lord is evermore capable of annihilation of

the pagans. If today you are saved from a ship-wreck at sea, landing safely, do not

feel to be safe in other circumstances, or that you are secure from future

.punishments

This same feeling of security from chastisement provides grounds for our negligence

and unruliness. Man is at Allah’s power whenever and wherever he is; whether be it at

:sea or on a dry land; makes no difference for Allah. The verse says

Do you then feel secure that He will not cause the shore to swallow you up, or send “ 
? …” on you squall of pebbles

Therefore, Do you think that Allah is unable to inflict severe punishment on you,
whether at sea or on land? Do you then feel safe if there is a tornado in which you get

caught, stoning you to death? Such a chastisement is harsher than being drowned at

.sea

Thus, why do you not look out for a protector to guard you off all dangers? The verse

:concludes

.” Then, you will not find protector for yourselves “… 
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اًعیِبتَ هِِب  انَْیلَعَ  مْکَُل  اودُجِتَ  َّمُث لاَ  مُْترْفَکَ  امَِب  مکُقَرِْغُیفَ  حِی   ِ رّلا نَِم  اًفصِاقَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  لَسِرُْیفَ  يرَخُْا  هًرَاتَ  هِیِف  مْکُدَیعُِی  نأَ  مُْتنِمأَ  مْأَ  ﴾ 69﴿

Or do you feel secure that He will (not) send you back into it (the sea) another . “ 69
time, and then send on you a fierce gale then drown you for your disbelief; then you

?” will find no prosecutor for you against Us

Commentary: verse 69

The Arabic term /hāsib/ refers to a storm in land and the Qur’ānic word /qāsif/ here

refers to a sea-hurricane, and it is a tornado with a severe sound as if the things are

.broken up

The Qur’ānic term /tabī‘/ which is a derivative of /taba‘/, refers to the person who

seeks for blood-price and retribution, and follows up his appeal processes for lawsuit.
Thus, He implies in this noble verse that: You the oblivious! Are you of the opinion that

this was the last time that you went on a sea journey? Or do you feel safe and secure

if going on such a journey next time and a pounding tornado will not be sent to you to

inflict punishment on you for your lack of gratefulness? Then, you shall find no savior

:facing Us? The verse says

Or do you feel secure that He will (not) send you back into it (the sea) another time, “ 
and then send on you a fierce gale then drown you for your disbelief; then you will find

?” no prosecutor for you against Us

Thus, we must not feel proud when having temporary comfort. The danger is always

near us. By being saved from an affliction, the danger is not done with for good

forever. Neglecting Allah after being saved serves as a good example of

ungratefulness towards Him. No power can face the Lord, and Allah is not responsible

.to anyone
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لاًیضِْفتَ انَْقلَخَ  نَّْمِم  رٍیِثکَ  یلَعَ  مْهُانَْلَّضفَوَ  تِاَب  -ِ یَّّطلا نَِم  مهُانَْقزَرَوَ  رِحْبَْلاوَ    ِ رّبَْلا یِف  مْهُانَْلمَحَوَ  مَدَاءَ  یِنَب  انَْمَّرکَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 70﴿

And, indeed, We have honored the children of Adam, and We carried them on the . “ 70
land and the sea; and We provided them with sustenance of the good things; and We

.” preferred them greatly over many of those We created

Commentary: verse 70

As attaching importance to the personality of individuals is one way of educating and

guiding them, following its discussion concerning pagans and deviants in the previous

verses, here the glorious Qur’ān deals with the highly valued personality of

humankind and Allah’s blessings regarding them. So that, noting this extraordinary

high value, he should, not spoil such a precious material easily, selling it at a cheap

:rate. The noble verse says

, …” And, indeed, We have honored the children of Adam “ 

Afterwards, the Holy Qur’ān refers to the three aspects of Allah’s blessings to man,
implying that He transported them at sea and on land by the different means of

:transportation which He made available to them. The verse says

; …” and We carries them on the land and sea “… 

:And, the other one is that

; …” and We provided them with sustenance of the good things “… 

:It continues saying

.” and We preferred them greatly over many of those We created “… 
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:Why Man Is the Most Superior of Allah’s Creatures

The answer is not very complicated for we know that man is the only being that is

formed of different potentialities, whether material and spiritual, bodily and mentally,
and he can grow up within contradictions. Man is unlimited from the point of capacity

.and development

There is a famous tradition quoted from Hadrat Ali (a.s.) which is a clear evidence for

this claim, where he says: “Allah has created all creatures into 3 different categories:
Angels, Animals and Human Beings. The angels have got reasoning without any

passion or fury but without intellect. The animals are collections of passions and fury.
But, man is a collection unity of both; one of which must prevail. If his reason

overcomes his passion, he will be superior to the angels, and if his passions dominate

(his reason, he will be just inferior to animals.”(1

As for the human dignity, which is at times spiritual and acquired and is with Allah,
such as that kind of dignity (or honour) which is exclusive to the men of virtue. The

Qur’ān says: “Verily the most honourable of you with Allah is the most virtuous one.”
((Sura Al-Hujurāt, No. 49, verse 13

At other times, human dignity (or honour) is found in the process of creation, like: “… in
the best make.” (Sura At-Teen, No. 99, verse 4) which has been mentioned about the

.creation of man

The objective of /karramnā/ in this verse, perhaps, is the second aspect of it. Man’s
dignity is both in his creation, intelligence, intellect, and talents, and in having the

Divine laws, the leadership of the ‘immaculate’ and of being prostrated to by the

.angels
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Incidentally, though man has been excelled to all creatures by Allah, even to the

angels, his failure in selecting the right path, and his indecent acts bring him down to

the lowest possible positions: “… the lowest of the low”(1), which equates those of the

animals and even lower than them. “… is as the likeness of the donkey …”(2) The

examples are: “… so his parable is like the parable of a dog …”(3) and “… they are as

(cattle, rather they are more astray. …”(4), or “… as stone or even worse …”(5

This verse refers to both dignity (or honour) and virtues. The differences of the two

:may consist of

Honour: can be considered as advantages which are lacking in others, while, virtues, . 1
.consist of positive points which are also found in others

Honour refers to the Allah-given blessings which exist within man with no struggles, . 2
while, virtues concern the blessings which have been gained by the effort of man

.accompanied with the Divine succor

.Honour concerns the material blessings, while virtue relates to spiritual blessings . 3

In conclusion, traveling is one of the necessities of human life for meeting his needs

and acquiring of experiences, which the Lord has provided for man in land and at sea,
.calling it as one of His graces

Then, there are the ‘good things’ which are of several kinds: The ‘clean life’, the ‘clean

offspring’, the ‘clean sustenance’. Imam Bāqir (a.s.) says: “The clean sustenance is the

(. same useful knowledge.” (Tafsīr-Kanz-uld-Daqāyiq
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Section 8: Every People will be Summoned with Their Own Imam

Point

On the Day of Judgment every people will be summoned with their own Imam (Guide

or leader) – The blind at heart in this life shall be blind in the Hereafter also rather

.farther astray – The way of Allah is ever unchanged

لاًیِتفَ نَومُلَظُْی  لاَوَ  مْهَُباتَکِ  نَوءُرَْقیَ  کَِئَلوْاُفَ  هِِنیمِیَِب  هَُباتَکِ  یَِتوُا  نْمَفَ  مْهِِمامَإِب  سٍاَنُا  َّلکُ  ْاوعُدَْن  مَوْیَ  ﴾ 71﴿

On the Day We shall call every people with their Imam (leader); then whoever is . “ 71
given his book in his right hand; then these will read their book (joyfully); and they will

.not be treated unjustly in the least

Commentary: verse 71

This holy verse makes allusions to one of the other Divine blessings given to man, and

then it refers to the heavy responsibilities which run parallel to these blessings and

are upon him. At first, the Holy Qur’ān points to the ‘issue of leadership’ and its role in
the course of human destiny, implying that on the Hereafter Day He shall call each

:people along with their ‘Imams’ ‘Leaders’. The verse says

(; …” On the Day We shall call every people with their Imam (leader “ 

That is, those people who, in any age, accepted the call of their contemporary

prophets and their emissaries, will be with their leaders, while those who bowed to

the leadership of the
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Satan or the Imams of aberration or tyrannical rulers and pioneers, will be

.accompanied by them

This exposition, while reflecting one of the means of the development of man, serves

as a dire warning to all the human beings that they should show maximum vigilance in
.the course of the selection of leaders, not allowing just anyone to take their lead

:The Role of Leadership in Islam

It is narrated in a famous quotation from Imam Bāqir (a.s.), that whenever he

discussed upon the ‘principal pillars’ of Islam, he used to place the ‘leadership issue’
(Wilayah) as the fifth, and the most important of the pillars, while, placing the ‘daily

prayers’, which is meant to establish one’s personal relationship with the Creator, and

‘fasting’, which is the secret of campaign against passions, and paying of the poor-
dues (Zakāt), which is a relationship of people with people, and, finally, ‘Hajj’, which

.relates to the social aspects of Islam, consist of the other four pillars

The ‘Imam’ (a.s.), then, goes on to say: “Nothing is as important as the issue of

leadership (Wilayah)”, for the execution of other four principles depends, entirely, on

.the issue of leadership and can be realized solely in the light of this principle

It is also for this reason that we have in another famous quotation from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) in a famous traditions he said: “He who passes away without having an

’.” ‘Imam’, a ‘leader’, his death belongs to the category of ‘paganism

There are numerous examples throughout history when a nation has gained the first

row in the world in rank and position under the guidance of a great and an eligible

leader, while, the same nation has suffered a devastating blow, and its
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eventual down fall has been brought about as a result of a weak and incapable

.leadership that may be beyond recognition

In interpretation of this verse in Islamic sources, there are numerous quotations

introduced, all of which enlighten thoroughly the meaning of the verse, indicating that

:the purpose of this verse is ‘Imamat’, ‘leadership’, as follows

In an authentic documented tradition, quoted from Imam Ali-Ibn-Mūsarridā (a.s.) ( 1
by Shī‘ah as well as Sunni sources, we read that, the ‘Imam’ (a.s.), quoting from the

prophet (p.b.u.h.), narrated by his forefathers, upon the commentary of this verse,
said: “On that Day, every nation will be called along with its contemporary Imam,
‘leader’, and the Book of their Lord, as well as the course of practice of their prophet.

(. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān and Sāfī

And, we have it also quoted by Imam Sādiq (a.s.) saying: “Do you not express your ( 2
praise and gratitude to Allah? When the resurrection day comes, the Lord will call

every nation along with the one whose leadership it has accepted. We will be called

along with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and you will be along with us. Where do you think you

will be taken to then? By the Lord of Ka‘bah to Paradise.” The Imam reiterated the last

.sentence three times

Hadrat-i-Ridā has said in a detailed tradition: “The issue of ‘Imamat’ (leadership) ( 3
exhibits the position of the prophets and is a heritage of the forerunners. It tackles

with the issue of substitution of Allah and the prophetic mission of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) as well as the position of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.) along with the

replacement by Imam Hassan, as well as Imam Hussayn (a.s.).” Then he said: “The

Imam introduces those issues which are as ‘allowed’ by Allah as they are, and the

ones which are regarded ‘forbidden’ by the Lord as such. The Imam seeks to

establish the limits which are ordained by Allah
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and he defends the Lord’s religion, and invites (the people) to the path of Allah

through wisdom, good admonitions, and self-explanatory proofs. And, finally, the

Imam is the rein and head of the religion, order of Muslims, the benefit to the

believers in the world and their glory.” Again, he remarked: “The ‘Imam’ is the

flourishing root of Islam and the ‘prime branch’ of it. The ‘Imam’ is an honest friend, a
kind and friendly father, a truly-loyal brother and a companion, just like an

affectionate and honest mother towards her young child, and a refuge for Allah’s
servants.” Then, he said: “The ‘Imam’ is the Lord’s trustee on the earth and among His

people. He is the Lord’s proof for His servants and is His substitute in the cities. He

calls (the people) to Allah and defends His sanctuaries.” (Tuhaf-ul-‘Uqul, and ’Āthār-
(ul-Sādiqīn, Harf-ul-Alaf

Quoting Ibn Abbas, Mujāhid says: “The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has remarked: ( 4
‘As the day of resurrection comes about, the Lord commands Gabriel to sit down at

the gate of the Paradise, and do not let any one in unless he possesses the admission

(. card and passage of Ali Ibn Abī Tālib (a.s.)’.” (Manāqib Ibn Maqāzilī, p. 131

There are two types of leaders mentioned in the Qur’ān. The first one includes the

leaders of ‘light’ and ‘guidance’; while the latter comprises of leaders who lead to the

Fire and misguidance. The second group compel people to follow their lead by force,
.threats, allurement, and humiliation

Abū Basīr once told Imam Sādiq (a.s.): “I witness that verily you are my Imam.” The ( 5
Imam replied: “Every group will be mustered with their own Imam in the Hereafter.”

((Tafsīr Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

And, again, the same Imam remarked: “He who rejects or refuses to accept one of ( 6
the living ‘Imams’, he has certainly
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rejected the ‘Imams’ (and ‘leaders’) of the past.” (Bihār, vol. 23, p. 95 and ’Ikmāl-ud-
(Dīn

Incidentally, the issue of ‘Imamat’, (leadership) and ‘Wilāyat’ (mastership) are the

subject-core of life, and are within the context of one’s very life, and it is not to be

regarded as a marginal or merely an ideological issue side-lined by others. The issue

of ‘leadership’ may make people either happy or wretched. Therefore, the result of

selection of a leader and obedience to him is a burning one till the threshold of the

.Hereafter

The Hereafter is not only the tribunal for individuals, but it is also the great court set-
.up for nations, peoples, parties, schools of thought, and for governments

Then, the verse implies that the people will be categorized into two different groups in
the doomsday. Those whose record of deeds is delivered to their right hand, and this

is done with their pride, joy, and pleasure when they read it joyfully, and no cruelty is
done to them. And, he, who has not found a way to be saved in the world and who has

not been led well, he will not seek his way out into the Paradise in the hereafter. The

:verse says

then whoever is given his book in his right hand; then these will read their book “… 
(; …” (joyfully

In conclusion, it is worth noting that the Arabic term /fatī/ signifies a thin noodle which

is spilt within a date-stone and which here implies an ‘insignificant’ amount.
Therefore, the chastisement in the resurrection day is a hundred percent just and

fair, for, on that Day one receives punishment and reward commensurate with his

amount of sin or decent act he has undertaken to perform, even it is very insignificant.
:The verse says

.and they will not be treated unjustly in the least “… 
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لاًیِبسَ ُّلضَأَوَ  یمَعْأَ  هِرَخِلاَا  یِف  وَهُفَ  یمَعْأَ  هِذِه  یِف  نَاکَ  نمَوَ  ﴾ 72﴿

And, whoever is blind in this (life), he will (also) be blind in the Hereafter and (even) . “ 72
.” more erring from the way

Commentary: verse 72

Those who have turned a blind eye to the face of the truth in this world, will be

likewise and even more misled in the Hereafter. They will neither be led in this world

to the way of guidance, nor do they find the way to Heaven and prosperity in

Hereafter, for they have turned a blind eye to all the realities, thus they have deprived

themselves from all of the blessings which the Lord had bestowed upon them. As the

world Hereafter is a grand reflection of this world, it would by no means be

astonishing to find that such blind-folded people enter the doomsday scene in their

:like manner. The verse says

And, whoever is blind in this (life), he will (also) be blind in the Hereafter and (even) “ 
.” more erring from the way

:Explanations

In addition to those who rise up from death as deaf and dumb in the resurrection . 1
day, there will also be seen scenes where people are as blind, which case has its roots

.in their ‘ inwardly blindness’ in this world

Some Islamic quotations denote that whoever is required to go on a ‘Hajj . 2
pilgrimage’ but he does not perform the ceremonies on site, or he who reads the

Qur’ān but he does not practice accordingly, will be mustered blind in Hereafter.
((Tafsīr Kanz-ud-Daqāyiq
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Being inwardly blind is a worse situation than being a really blind by eyes. As Hadrat . 3
Ali (a.s.) remarks: “The worst kind of blindness, is the blindness at heart.” He (a.s.) has

also stated: “The worst (and the hardest form) of blindness is (when) someone is blind

(unto our excellence.” (Tafsīr Kanz-ud-Daqāyiq

Cases of blindness on the resurrection day, have also been reiterated in other . 4
verses as well, among which one may refer to verse 97, of the Sura ’Isrā’ which says:
“We shall muster them on the Day of Resurrection upon their faces, blind, dumb, and

deaf whose dwelling shall be Hell; …”. And again verse 125 of Sura TāHā, No. 20,
indicates the rising blind from the dead on the resurrection day as the consequence of

being inwardly blind and neglectful to the Divine verses in this world and turning away

.form accepting the truth

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) remarks: “Whoever does not acquire the true spiritual benefit by . 5
witnessing the creation, is far worse blinded in the Hereafter which he has not

(witnessed.” (Tauhīd Sadūq

Question: We have it in some verses that on Hereafter Day the sinners are . 6
commanded to read their record. How would that be feasible and compatible despite

?such verses with regard to their conditions of blindness

Answer: Their case of blindness is confined to one of the passing stages of the

resurrection day; they will regain their eye-sight in other phases, witnessing clearly

.those cases and facts which they have failed to grasp in the world

****

p: 732

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5374 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


لاًیِلخَ كَوذُخََّتلاَ  اًذإِوَ  هُرَْیغَ  انَْیلَعَ  يَرِتَْفتَِل  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  يذَِّلا  نِعَ  کََنوُنِتْفیََل  اودُاکَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 73﴿

And verily they were about to tempt you away from what We revealed to you so . “ 73
that you would ascribe against Us other than that, and then they would certainly have

.” taken you as a friend

Commentary: verse 73

Referring to the issues involved in previous holy verses regarding paganism and the

pagans, here, He issues a dire warning to the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to be on his

guard against this group and their temptations, lest the slightest weakness

permeates his beliefs in his campaign against paganism and idolatry, which are to be

:ensued decisively to the end. The verse says

And verily they were about to tempt you away from what We revealed to you so that “ 
you would ascribe against Us other than that, and then they would certainly have

.” taken you as a friend

In some quotations, we read that the pagans wanted the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to pay his

respect to the idols or they asked for a one-year respite for their pursuit of their

worship of the idols, in which case, the prophet (p.b.u.h.) was about to condescend to

their request. However, the Almighty protected him. Nevertheless, such quotations

are discarded and they are incompatible with the principle of infallibility and

decisiveness of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which has been mentioned in other verses of the

(Qur’ān and which is his usual course in his life. (Tafsīr Al-Mīzān
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The author of Tafsīr Atyab-ul-Bayān states that: As we have it in the verse: /‘an-il-laŏī

’auhaynā/ “… from what We revealed …” instead of /‘ammā ’auhaynā/, this indicates

that attempts made by the pagans for changing the view of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
relates to his diversion of attention from a particular person and not to the revealed

matters. However, who has it been the fellow whom Allah has sent His revelations

?about

There is a tradition narrated from Imam Bāqir and Imam Kāzim (a.s.) concerning the

issue of ‘Wilāyat’ (Succession) of Hadrat Ali (a.s.), in which, the Lord has made certain

recommendations to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) through revelations. The Lord has revealed

this verse in order to make the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remain heedless of the jealousy of

the people and their rejection as well as their intolerant attitudes, and to invalidate

.the attempts of the pagans for making the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) exceed the limits

****
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لاًیِلقَ اًئْیشَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  نُکَرْتَ  َّتدکِ  دْقََل  كَانَْتَّبَث  نأَ  لآوَْلوَ  ﴾ 74﴿

اًریصَِن انَْیلَعَ  کََل  دُجِتَ  َّمُث لاَ  تِامَمَْلا  فَْعضِوَ  هِایَحَْلا  فَْعضِ  كَانَْقذَلاََ  اًذإِ  ﴾ 75﴿

And had it not been that We had established you already, you would certainly . “ 74
.” have been near to incline towards them a little

In that case, We would certainly have made you taste a double (punishment) in . “ 75
this life and a double (punishment) after death, then you would not have found any

.” helper for you against Us

Commentary: verse 74-75

If such were not the case that We had protected you by bestowing upon you the

power of infallibility and of Our grace, you were almost about to approach them,
showing your inclination, thus putting into practice some of their wishes. The verse

:says

And had it not been that We had established you already, you would certainly have “ 
.” been near to incline towards them a little

In such a case, We would make you taste twice the penalty of the world and the

Hereafter. That is, whatever amount of punishment We have procured for the sinners

in this world and in the hereafter, and after their death, We would similarly double it
for you. This statement provides justifications for the evil and grand nature of the sin

as well as that of the position of the sinner. That is, the greater the position of the

sinner, the
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:greater the sin and, hence, the greater its punishment would be. The verse says

In that case, We would certainly have made you taste a double (punishment) in this “ 
life and a double (punishment) after death, then you would not have found any helper

.” for you against Us

Imam Ridā (a.s.) and Ibn Abbas have both been quoted as saying that the Messenger

of Allah (p.b.u.h.) enjoyed the ‘position of infallibility’ and was immune against all

sins(1). Nevertheless, this verse, which is addressed to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), aims at

dissuading the faithful from showing the slightest inclination towards the pagans in all

.commandments of Allah

In the meantime, this verse is not incompatible in any way with the Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.)
infallibility. The sentence, “you would certainly have been near to incline toward them”
does not imply committing sin. Moreover, the sentence: “…Had We not established…”,
is conditional. That is, if We had not provided protection, perhaps you were going to

be inclined. However, as that protection was provided that inclination was non-
.existent

In other cases also conditionality ‘if’ does not imply decisiveness in fulfilling the action,
as in verses 44 to 46 of Sura Al-Haqqah which mean if he falsely attributes, We cut off

his main vein. Other similar case includes verse 65 of Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39 which

says: “… surely if you associate (with Allah), your work will certainly come to naught

.…” which implies that the act has not been performed
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Thus, the slightest backing down from divine principals and values is not allowed,
.since that will be regarded as a victory for the enemies

In Islamic sources, we read: “When the above three verses were revealed, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) invoked: “O’ Lord! Do not leave me on my own even within the space

!” of one blinking of eyes

This very meaningful prayer of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) provides an important lesson for

all of us, showing that all must seek refuge to Allah and rely on His grace while one

notes that even ‘Immaculate prophets’ have not been able to resist slipping and

.stumbling, much less in our case in face of all satanical temptations

****
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اًذإِو اهَْنِم  كَوجُرِخُْیِل  ضِرْلاَا  نَِم  کََنوُّزفِتَسْیََل  اودُاکَ  نإِوَ  ﴾ 76﴿

لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  کَفَلاَخِ  نَوُثبَْلیَ  َّلا 

And verily they were about to startling you from the land so as to expel you from . “ 76
.” it; and then, they would not have tarried after you but a little

Commentary: verse 76

It is said that this verse and the following one have been revealed about the people of

Mecca who gathered and decided to expel the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from Mecca. After

that, this decision was seconded and changed into the verdict for the execution of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in Mecca, then the house of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was surrounded in
all directions. As we know the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was miraculously saved and started to

(. Medina, which marks the beginning of Hijrah (the Exodus

In the previous verses, of course, we noted that the pagans wanted to influence the

prophet (p.b.u.h.), making him deviate from the right path, when Allah’s grace came to

his help, disrupting their plans. But, following that, they embraced on a new plan to

thwart his call. They planned to oust him to a distant spot which was out of reach. This

:plan was also thwarted. The verse says

;And verily they were about to startling you from the land so as to expel you from it “ 
…”

The noble verse implies that you were about to be ousted skillfully according to their

well-calculated plan from this land. Then the Qur’ān issues a dire warning to them

meaning that if they succeeded they would have entangled themselves
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in a severe Divine punishment. Thus, they would not remain there much longer after

:you. The verse says

.” and then, they would not have tarried after you but a little “… 

For this was a very great sin, whereby people might seek to oust and expel their

compassionate leader and their savior from their city, thereby, showing their

ungratefulness towards the greatest blessing of Allah. Such a people are not entitled

to live and a devastating penalty would, therefore, call on them. This event happened

for soon, after a short time, in the ‘Battle of Badr’, many of them were killed, while a
few of them were able to escape or to embrace the faith. Thus, one notes that the

mere presence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) among the people may obstruct the Divine

punishment. In case they oust him from amongst themselves, or distance him, they

.are certain to perish instantly

The blissful Qur’ān does two things simultaneously. While it informs us about the

invisible world, it also provides the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with information with respect to

.the frustrations and failures of the conspiracies of his enemies, hence, condoling him

****
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لاًیوِحْتَ انَِتَّنسُِل  دُجِتَ  لاَوَ  انَِلسُُّر  نِم  کَلَْبقَ  انَْلسَرْأَ  دْقَ  نمَ  هََّنسُ  ﴾ 77﴿

This was Our) way with those of Our messengers whom We sent before you, and . “ ) 77
.” you shall not find any change in Our way

Commentary: verse 77

Providing support for the prophets as well as extermination of the pagans and

oppressors, have been among the courses of treatment of the Lord. It has been

mentioned in verse 13, of Sura ’Ibrāhīm, saying: “And those who disbelieved told their

Messengers: ‘We will certainly expel you from our land, or else you return to our

creed.’ Then their Lord revealed to them: ‘Certainly We will perish the unjust’.”
Therefore, He announces that this punishment is not solely exclusive to the Arab

pagans; this procedure of Ours has been in action with regard to the prophets who

were sent before you as well, and no changes have taken place with regard to this

:course of action. The verse says

This was Our) way with those of Our messengers whom We sent before you, and “ )
.” you shall not find any change in Our way

This course of action stems from a clear source of logic, whereby, such an ungrateful

people who break up their source of guiding light they, in fact, ruin their own

safeguard fortresses. Certainly such a nation is not worthy of the Divine grace, and

they will be encompassed by the due chastisement. We know that the Lord does not

discriminate unjustly between his servants, and He gives similar punishments for

equal set of acts in equal conditions. And, such is the significance of unchanged ability

.” of Allah’s way of treatment
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Section 9:Times of Prayer and the Midnight Prayer

Point

Times when to pray mentioned, and to pray at midnight commended with the promise

of exaltation to a glorious position – Prayer for goodness and truthfullness – The

Qur’ān, a Healing and a Mercy for the Believers but add to the perdition of the

.disbelievers

رِجْفَْلا نَاءَرُْقوَ  لِْیَّللا  قِسَغَ  یَلإِ  سِمَّْشلا  كِوُلدُِل  هَلاََّصلا  مِِقأَ  ﴾ 78﴿

اًدوهُشْمَ نَاکَ  رِجْفَْلا  نَاءَرُْق  َّنإِ 

Perform the prayer (rituals) from the declension of the sun till the darkness of the . “ 78
night, and the recitation (of prayer) at the morn, verily the recitation (of prayer) at the

(.” morn is witnessed (by the angels

Commentary: verse 78

Pursuing the previous verses which concentrated on the issues of monotheism and

paganism and, later, discussed the conspiracies, plots and temptations of the pagans,
in this verse the Qur’ān deals with such issues as prayers and the focusing of one’s
attention on the Lord, which serves as an effective means for campaigning against

paganism, as well as a means for expelling the satanical temptations from one’s heart

.and soul

Undoubtedly, it is the prayer which makes man remember the Lord, wiping away the

dust of sin from him all over and expelling the satanical temptations from him. The

:verse, at first, says
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Perform the prayer (rituals) from the declension of the sun till the darkness of the “ 
night, and the recitation (of prayer) at the morn, verily the recitation (of prayer) at the

(.” morn is witnessed (by the angels

The declining time of the sun signifies the declining or fading away of the sunshine

.from the meridian circle which is the noon-time on

The Arabic term /dulūk/ is derived originally from the term /dalaka/, meaning ‘rubbing’,
for, at that time, and in sunny lands in particular, man usually tends to rub his eyes

because of the strength of the sunshine. Or, it might be derived from the Arabic term

/dalk/, meaning becoming inclined, for the sun, at this time, becomes inclined from the

meridian circle towards the west. It might also signify the fact that man tends to

guard off against the sunshine by keeping his hand between his eyes and the

.sunshine as if he removes its lights from his eyes, thus reclining it

Anyway, according to the quotations received from the sources of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.),
the Qur’ānic term /dulūk/, mentioned in this verse, has been commented upon as

’. signifying the ‘declining of the sun

A quotation from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) indicates that ‘Ubayd-Ibn-i-Zarārah questioned

the Imam (a.s.) as to the comments of this holy verse, who answered: “The Almighty

has enjoined Muslims to establish four prayers, the beginning of which starts at the

(declining of the sun, ‘at moon’, and which ends at ‘midnight’.” (Wasā’il, vol. 3, p. 115

In another quotation, we have it from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) in the commentary upon this

very verse when asked by Zarārah, the great Shi‘ite traditionist, he (a.s.) answered:
“The declining of the sun signifies its fading away (from the meridian circle), and the

’. Arabic phrase /qasaq-ul-layl/ denotes ‘midnight
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These are the four set of prayers which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) designated for people,
confirming the time, and the Qur’ānic phrase /qur’ān-ul-fajr/ refers to the morning

(prayer.”(1) (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 115

Certainly, some commentators have offered other probable hypotheses with regard

.to the meaning of /dulūk/ which cannot be considered as remarkable

As for the meaning of the Arabic phrase /qusaq-ul-layl/, one might claim that as the

term /qasaq/ signifies the intensive darkness of the night, and such a darkness

reaches its peak at midnight, and is utmost in its density, this phrase altogether

’. signifies ‘midnight

The Arabic term ‘Qur’ān’ refers to that which is ‘read’ and the phrase /qur’ān-ul-fajr/,
’. altogether refers to the ‘prayer at dawn

It is for this reason that the above verse is among the ones which briefly refer to the

five-time daily prayers and, alongside with the other verses regarding the prayer

times, as well as the numerous quotations received in this connection, the five times

.for daily prayers are exactly distinguished

Certainly, one must keep in mind the fact that some of the verses of the Qur’ān refer

to one prayer only, like: “Guard your prayers, and (especially) the middle prayer …”
(Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 238) in which case, the ‘middle prayer’, according to the

’. authentic commentaries, is that same ‘midday prayer

p: 743
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Occasionally, those verses allude to the three times for prayers out of the five-time

daily prayers, like: “And establish the prayer at the two ends of the day and at the

approaches of the night, …” (Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 114), in which case, /tarafay-in-
nahār/ makes allusions to the morning and evening (Maqrib) prayers, and the phrase

(. /zulafan min-al-layl/ alludes to the night prayer (‘Ishā’ prayer

At times, all of the five-time prayers are briefly referred to, as in the verse in question.
(We have already explained in minute details in this connection in commentary, upon

(verse 114 of Sura Hūd, No. 11

At any rate, undoubtedly the details as for the five-times daily prayers have not been

explained in full in these verses; on the contrary, as is the case with other Islamic

commandments, the explanations are confined to the general rules, and their fuller

.explanations are left to the practice of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the true Imams

Another point which remains outstanding in here is that the above verse says that the

‘morning prayer is being witnessed’. Now this question arises as by whom is it being

?witnessed

According to the Islamic quotations received through the commentaries upon this

verse suggest that ‘They are witnessed by both the angels of night and day’, for,
‘night angels’, who are on guard by night, are replaced by day angels at dawn and as

morning prayer is performed at dawn, both groups of angels observe and bear

.testimony to that

These quotations are quoted by both the Shi‘ah and Sunni scholars, among whom,
(according to Tafsīr-Rūh-ul-Ma‘ānī), Ahmad and Nisā’ī, Ibn Mājid, Tarmuzī, and Hākim

have quoted the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who stated in his commentary upon this sentence:
“Both the day and the night angels watch
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him(1). The famous scholars of Hadith of the Sunnis, Bukhārī and Muslim have also

’. quoted this meaning in their ‘Sahih

For further information regarding the traditions of the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) upon this

.meaning refer to Tafsīr-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, under the verse in question

The transparency provided in this commentary explains that the best time for

performing the morning prayer rituals is the moments coinciding with the onset of the

.dawn

****
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اًدومُحَّم اًماقَمَ  کَُّبرَ  کَثَعَْبیَ  نأَ  یسَعَ  کََّل  هًلَِفاَن  هِِب  دَّْجهَتَفَ  لِْیَّلا  نَِموَ  ﴾ 79﴿

And some part of the night keep vigil for it as an additional prayer for you; maybe . “ 79
.” that your Lord will raise you up to a praised position

Commentary: verse 79

Pursuing the aforegoing theme of the five-time compulsory daily prayers, the Qur’ān

:adds as follows

 …” And some part of the night keep vigil for it “ 

The well-known Islamic commentators regard these holy words as allusions made to

‘the supererogation of the night’ when quotations are innumerable as to their virtues,
though the holy verse does not explicitly refer to it as such. Nevertheless, considering

all the circumstantial evidences which are usually available, this interpretation seems

.transparent

Then the Qur’ān implies that this is an additional program. In addition to the

compulsory daily prayers this schedule has also been designated for you. The verse

:says

; …” as an additional prayer for you “… 

There are many who believe that this sentence provides evidence as to the fact that

‘night prayers’ were required for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for the Arabic term /nāfilah/
meaning, ‘intensive’, alludes to the fact that this additional obligation is required of the

.(. Prophet (p.b.u.h

Others claim that ‘night prayers’ were required to be performed by the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) long before this occasion, in reference to the verses of Sura Al-Muzzamil.
Later on, the
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above verse has discarded that obligation, thus making it into a ‘recommended’ act

.instead of an ‘obligatory’ one

At any rate, the Qur’ān concludes this spiritual and heart-transforming Divine

program as: Maybe in the light of this act, the Lord elevates you in rank to the position

:of the ‘eligible’ and ‘well-praised’ one. The verse continues saying

.” maybe that your Lord will raise you up to a praised position “… 

There is no doubt that such a position is an outstanding one which is praiseworthy,
because this Qur’ānic term is expressed in absolute case. Probably, this is a reference

made to the fact that you are being praised universally from the time immemorial to

.the end

Islamic quotations, whether those of the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) as well as those quoted by

the Sunni scholars have regarded the ‘eligible’ or ‘praiseworthy’ rank as a position for

‘the Great Intercession’, since the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is the greatest of the intercessors

in the Hereafter. Those who merit this intercession will be covered by such an act of

.the Great Intercession

****
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اًریصَِن اًناطَْلسُ  کَندَُل  نِم  یِل  لعَجْاوَ  قٍدْصِ  جَرَخُْم  یِنجْرِخْأَوَ  قٍدْصِ  لَخَدُْم  یِنْلخِدْأَ    ِ بَّّر لُقوَ  ﴾ 80﴿

And say: ‘My Lord! cause me to enter a goodly entrance and cause me to go out . “ 80
(’.” (of) a goodly exit, and grant me from Your part a (powerful) authority to assist (me

Commentary: verse 80

This verse alludes to one of the fundamental commandments of Islam which has its

roots in the spirit of faith and monotheism. One should ask the Lord to enable him to

:initiate every job in an honest way. The verse says

 …” And say: ‘My Lord! cause me to enter a goodly entrance “ 

Let us not initiate any individual or social act without honesty and sincerity, and, at the

same time, let us not end any program except in a truthful manner. Honesty and

sincerity as well as righteousness and keeping of others belongings must be our

principal line to follow in all works and we begin and end everything with them. The

:verse continues saying

, …” and cause me to go out (of) a goodly exit “… 

Some of the commentators have occasionally attempted to confine the broad

meaning of this verse to certain limited cases and examples, such as the entrance and

arrival at Medina and the departure from it for destination to Mecca; or one’s
entrance to the grave and one’s exit from it on the Resurrection Day, or so forth, but it
is quite obvious that the above comprehensive interpretation is not in any way

confined to limited cases; rather, it is concerned with the initiation of all
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kinds of decent activities in an honest manner and its eventual termination in

.everything, every job and every schedule

In fact, the main reason for one’s success lies in this very point and the Divinely-
selected prophets and men of Allah have also followed this very same course of

action that their

thoughts, words, and deeds have been clean of all frauds, defaults and tricks and

.distanced from whatever is contrary to the truth and honesty

In principle, most of the misfortunes, which we witness with our own eyes nowadays,
and which entangle individuals and groups as well as nations, have their roots in

deviation from this very point. Their very job is occasionally based on falsehood, fraud

and malevolence, and, at times, when they initiate their acts with honesty, they often

.do not keep to their principle to the end which causes their failure

The second principle which, from one point of view, is the outcome of monotheism,
and from another point of view, is the fruit of the honest initiation and ending of every

:job. This is that very thing which is referred to at the end of the verse. It says

(’.” and grant me from Your part a (powerful) authority to assist (me “… 

For, I am lonely and one cannot do any job by himself! I shall not succeed, in any way,
in my difficulties just by reliance on my own power! Assist me, and designate some

assisting individuals for me. Provide me with a powerful reasoning; unequivocal,
challenging proofs against my foes, devoted friends, a strong will, an illuminated

mind, a sound reason all of which will serve me and come to my aid and, certainly, no

.one else but You are to provide me with these

****
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اًقوهُزَ نَاکَ  لَطِابَْلا  َّنإِ  لُطِابَْلا  قَهَزَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  ءَآجَ  لُْقوَ  ﴾ 81﴿

And say: ‘The truth has come and the ‘falsehood’ has vanished away; verily, the . “ 81
’.” ‘falsehood’ is (something) vanishing

Commentary: verse 81

The ‘Truth’ is one of the names of the Lord which is in the sense of ‘constant and

everlasting’. Therefore, the Lord and whatever emanates from Him is identical with

.the truth

The Arabic term /zahūq/, mentioned here, signifies ‘going away’. The phrase /zahaqa

:nafsahū/ means that ‘the soul went out of his body’. The verse says

And say: ‘The truth has come and the ‘falsehood’ has vanished away; verily, the “ 
’.” ‘falsehood’ is (something) vanishing

There are many extensions cited for this verse, such as: the emergence of Islam,
arrival at Medina, the conquest of Mecca, and the breaking of the idols, in all of the

cases of which, the ‘untruth’ has met with its own destruction. However, the verse has

got a broader meaning which provides us with a sense of the destruction of the

.‘untruth’ as well as the survival of the truth

As in pursuance of ‘honesty’ and ‘trust’ which have been referred to in the previous

verse, hoping for a decisive victory is another cause for success. The Lord tells His

Prophet in the last verse in question to say that the truth has come and the untruth

.will vanish away

In principle, it is within the inherent nature of the untruth to be perishable. So, as it

was said, the Arabic term /zahaqa/ is derived from /zahūq/, rhyming in weight with the

Arabic term
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qabūl/ and also equal in syllables, means extermination and, because of its form of/
exaggeration, it expresses the utmost condition, signifying something which is

.perishable in its entirety

The ‘untruth’ has got a certain period of maneuvering, though that period will not last

long, and, eventually, the victory will be forth coming for the advocates and followers

.of the truth

:Explanations

Night prayers’ are great spiritual worshipping acts. The tumult of daily life may . ‘ 1
attract the attention of every one, taking his imagination to the extremes of various

points in such a way that one’s mind is rarely at ease, and his thoughts collected with

his heart are not fully placed in order. However, in the midst of night and before dawn,
when the fuss of material life is pretty well-settled, and one’s a little amount of asleep

has put one’s soul and body in order, man feels a unique sense of being refreshed all

.over

Certainly, in this calm sort of situation, away from all kinds of hypocrisy, bigotry,
egoism, and coupled with one’s heartily attention, one is certain to focus in such a way

his attention which is extremely reinforcing for his heart and tends to bring forth

stages in the process of perfection. It is for this reason that the ‘friends of Allah’ have

always strengthened themselves, through their end-of-the night prayers, with the

purging of their souls, reinforcement of their heart and of their will, and

.complementing of their sincerity

At the dawn of Islam, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), too, sought to develop the spiritual

programming of the Muslims, elevating their personality so much that as if they were

no more their own former ‘selves’. That is, he created ‘new men’ out of their
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former selves: decisive, brave, faithful, clean and sincere, and, perhaps, ‘the praised

.position’, which is alluded to in the former verses, might be so owing to this reason

A survey of the quotations in the Islamic sources regarding the virtues of the ‘night

prayers’, makes the issue more transparent. The following quotations are as some

:examples

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says: “The best among you are the ones who are polite in their . 1
speech; who feed the hungry; and who perform prayers deep into the night, when all

(. people are asleep.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 87, pp. 142-148

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) says: “Getting up at night for prayers will enhance one’s . 2
health of body, will please Allah, Almighly and Glorious, and will attract His favour, and,
finally, will (enable one to) follow in the ethical course of the prophets.” (Bihār-

(ul-’Anwār, vol. 87, p. 144

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) told one of his disciples: “Never stop getting up at night for . 3
prayers; he who is deprived of the getting up at night for prayers and for worship, is

.” the one who is aggrieved

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) says: “He who performs ‘the night prayers’, his . 4
face (as well as his soul) will turn good on the following day.” Even, we have it in some

quotations that such acts of worship are so important that no one else, except the

.‘pure’ and the ‘righteous’ can achieve it with success

A man, calling on Amir-ul-Mo’mineen Ali (a.s.), said: “I was deprived from performing . 5
the night prayers.” Ali (a.s.) answered: “You are the one whose sins have held him

(captive.” (Bihār, vol. 87, p. 142

In another quotation from Imam Sādiq (a.s.), we read: “Man sometimes tells lies and . 6
this causes him to be deprived of the night prayers. Once, he is deprived in such a

manner, he
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would also be deprived from sustenance, (the material and spiritual blessing which

(will ensue).” (Bihār, vol. 87

Notwithstanding we know that such a person like Ali (a.s.) never gave up the night . 7
prayers, the core of the importance of the matter is such that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
recommended to him in his testament as: “I am recommending you to perform certain

acts; keep them well in mind.” Then he said: “O’ Lord: Assist him in performing these

duties.” Then he went as far as saying: “Never keep away or forget about the night

prayers! Never keep away or forget about the night prayers!” (Wasā’il-ush-Shī‘ah, vol.
(5, p. 268

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) told Gabriel: “Give me some pieces of advice” Gabriel . 8
said: ‘O’ Muhammad! Go on living as long as you may, but beware that you will

eventually die; love whatever you wish to, but let it be known to you that you will

finally separate from it (your object of love)! Perform every kind of act which pleases

you, but do know that you will get the end-result of your action. And, finally, beware

that a believer is honored by having his night prayers performed, while, his glory rests

with abstinence from damaging the reputation of other people.” (Wasā’il-ush-Shī‘ah,
(. vol. 5, p. 269

Such heavenly pieces of advice of Gabriel, which are all well-calculated, exhibit the

fact that the prayers performed in the depth of the night alter and shape one’s
personality, education, spirituality and faith to such an extent that it would serve as

one’s source of prestige and honor as would be the case with abstinence from

.causing harms to other people, which by itself, will be one’s source of pride

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) states: “There are three points which serve as (a source of) pride . 9
for the believers and would be as an ornamental gift in this world and the next:

Prayers in the
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depth of the night, being heedless of what is in the hands of other people, and, ‘the

wilāyat’, (love and leadership) of the Imam from among the progeny of the Prophet

((p.b.u.h.).” (Bihār, vol. 87, p. 140

That ‘Imam’ has also been quoted as saying: “Whatever of good acts performed by . 10
a believer has been mentioned with its reward explicitly in the Qur’ān, except that of

the night prayers which Allah has not mentioned in a transparent way because of the

extraordinary importance of it. He has only stated that: ‘They forsake their beds of

sleep, the while they call on their Lord in fear and hope. And they spend (in charity) out

of the sustenance which We have bestowed on them.’(1) Nonetheless, no one knows

as to what kind of reward Allah has in mind for their remuneration for their acts which

(causes their eyes to be enlightened.” (Bihār, vol. 87, p. 140

The highly-esteemed Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) has said: “The best of the prayers, . 11
next to the compulsory prayers, are the ones (which one performs) deep into the

(night.” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, 21397.7

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “The two-unit-prayer which the child of Adam . 12
performs in the midst of late night is better for him than the world and what is in it.
Were it not causing difficulties for my herd ‘people’, certainly I would have made it

(compulsory for them (to perform).” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, 21405.7

Imam Ridā (a.s.) has said: “Beware of the late-night prayers! There is no servant, . 13
who gets up late of night and does perform prayers in eight units, and Shaf‘ prayer

into two units, and the ‘Watr’ prayer in one unit, seeking forgiveness of Allah seventy

times in his ‘Qunūt’, save that Allah will spare
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him the chastisement of the grave and that of the Fire, prolong his lifetime for him,
and will provide a wider range of means in his sustenance.” Afterwards, the Imam

(a.s.) said: “Verily the houses in which such night prayers are performed their light will

illuminate for the residents of heaven in the same manner that the starts shine and

(shed light for the inhabitants of the earth.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 87, p. 161

The blissful Prophet said: “The late-night prayers will serve as a pleasant source . 14
for the Lord, the friendship of the angels, the practice of the prophets, the light of the

gnosis (of Allah), the roots of faith, a cause for providing calmness of the body,
provoking the disgust of the Satan, spearheading against the foes, a means of

acceptance for one’s invocation, acceptance of one’s deeds, and blessings for one’s
means of sustenance. The late-night prayers also serve as an intercessor between

the performer of the prayers and the Angel of Death, as a light for his grave, as a

carpet under him, as a respondent for the ‘Nakīr and Munkar’, an associate and a

(visitor for man deep in his grave till the Day of Resurrection.” (Bihār, vol. 87, p. 161

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “When a man commits sin, he will be deprived of performing . 15
his late-night prayers. Truly, an evil act, ‘a sin’, serves as a sharper means on the

(person involved than a knife cutting meat.” (Mīzān-ul-Hikmah, vol. 5, p. 10467

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “When a person gets up from his pleasure- . 16
providing bed while he has got his eyes full of sleep, in order to please his Lord, Glory

be to His Mighty, by his late-night prayers, the Lord takes pride by it to the angels:
saying: ‘Do you not watch this My servant, who has got up from his pleasant bed to

perform the prayers which I have not compelled him to do? Do bear witness that,
(verily, I have pardoned him’.” (Bihār, vol. 87, p. 156
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Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “There is no good that a servant does but there has been . 17
stated a reward for it in the Qur’ān, except for late-night prayers which Allah has not

defined its reward because of its importance with Him.” (Wasā’il-ush-Shi‘ah, vol. 5, p.
(281

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “He has told a lie who thinks he will starve in spite of having . 18
performed late-night prayers, for verily the late-night prayers guarantee the means

(of sustenance of the day.” (Bihar-ul-’Anwār, vol. 87, p. 159

Certainly, such prayers have got their own many manners. We shall but present their

simplest form in here so that the admirers of such a spiritual act can benefit further

from it. The late-night prayers have got 11 units which are divided into three sections

:as follows

a) Four set of prayers each divided into two units, which total 8 units, called: ‘Nāfilah’
.(supererogation) of the night

b) One set of prayers, consisting of two units which is called ‘Nāfilah Shaf‘. (even

(. supererogation

c) One set of prayers, consisting of one unit which is called ‘Nāfilah Watr’. The rituals

of which are just the same as the morning prayers though there are no ‘prayer call’
and Iqāmah. (The declaration of prayer). When the Watr prayer is being performed,

.the longer the Qunūt the better

?What is a Praised Position

As it is obvious from its apparent form, the position of the ‘highly praised one’ has got

an extensive meaning which includes every type of high position and rank which is

worthy and eligible for appraisal, though, certainly here, it refers to the outstanding

and extraordinary place which has been attained by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), as a result

.of his nightly vigilance for worshipping and praying
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As was said earlier, this rank, the Praised Position, according to the commentators, is
.(. widely known to be the position of ‘the Great Intercession’ of the Prophet (p.b.u.h

This comment has been introduced in numerous quotations as well. In ‘Ayyashī’s
commentaries, we have it quoted from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) or Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who,
commenting on the last sentence of verse 79 from the current Sura said: “It is

.” intercession

Some commentators have sought to infer this fact from the very meaning of the

verse. They are of the opinion that the Qur’ānic sentence: /‘asā ’an

yab‘aθaka/provides justification as to the fact that such a position ‘will be accorded to

you by Allah in the future’. This is a rank which will be the object of universal

appreciation, for it will be of benefit to the whole people, (for the Qur’ānic term

/mahmūd/ ‘highly praised’, mentioned in the above sentence, refers to the absolute

(. sense of the word and is not subject to any kind of conditions

Moreover, praise and glory takes place in the case of a voluntary action, and that

which embraces all of these worthy attributes, can be nothing else but the ‘universal

(intercession’ of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). (Al-Mīzān, vol. 1, p. 178

This is also probable that the ‘highly praised position’ is the utmost proximity towards

’. the Lord, one of the consequences of which embraces the ‘Great Intercession

The addressee in this holy verse is apparently the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), yet, from one

point of view, one may generalize the verdict to include all those believing individuals

who perform the Divine spiritual program of reciting the late-night prayers, saying

they, too, will have a share of the ‘praised position’, and will find their way for

proximity towards the Lord’s sanctuary as a result of and just to their depth of faith

and their practices. They will be able, then, to intercede and assist the
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wretched people with the same scale, for we know that every believer will enjoy this

rank of intercession, by the leave of Allah, according to the amount of his faith, though

the brilliant and utmost complete example of this verse is the very Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.himself

:Three Factors underlying Success : 3

It is usual with respect to the campaign of the truth against ‘the untruth’, that the

latter excels the former in number and in power, while, the former, despite its lack of

resources, and number, enjoys eye-catching victories. The examples of such cases

are witnessed over and again in the Islamic Wars of Badr and ’Ahzāb as well as in

Hunayn and the like. In our contemporary world, we also notice the conquest by

oppressed nations over the oppressor powers. This is because the advocates of the

’. truth enjoy specific spiritual powers which sometimes turn one ‘man’ into one ‘nation

We have noted allusions made to the three factors leading to victory in the above-
mentioned verses; the factors from which the contemporary Muslims have distanced

themselves and therefore, they witness successive defeats at the hands of their

.opponents

These three factors consist of: honest and sincere initiation in the course of actions as

.well as the pursuit of such a course through to the end

Reliance upon the power of the Lord, self-reliance, and renouncement from every

.sort of reliance on others are other factors

Thus, no policies can prove more efficient than honesty and sincerity in the course of

action, and no point of reference and support can be worthier than that of

.independence, negation of interdependence, and trust in Allah
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How can on earth the Muslims drive their present enemies out of their occupied and

usurped lands, who are looting and plundering their resources, while they are heavily

?dependent on them militarily, economically and politically

Can we ever overcome our enemies by using those same weapons which we have

!bought form them? What a stupid idea

.The Truth will Prevail and the ‘Untruth’ will Die out : 4

We encounter one more general and fundamental principle as well as one everlasting

Allah’s way of treatment in the previous verses, which provide us with a source of

hope for all the truth-seeking individuals which pinpoints to the ultimate victory of the

truth and the right over ‘the wrong’ and which drives out the ‘wrong’ in its entirety.
The ‘wrong’ has got a certain period of prosperity and strength; it initiates blasting

temporarily; it shows itself off though its life cycle is short and limited, and its eventual

destiny is annihilation. Or, according to the Qur’ān, like foam on water, it winks,
making a fuss, and dies out, and water, which provides life, will prevail. (Sura Ar-Ra‘d,

(No. 13, verse 18

The reason for such a case is hidden in the word ‘untruth’ itself, for it is that kind of

thing which is inconsistent with the world of creation and has got no share in actual

.reality and the truth

Untruth’ is fabricated and artificial; it is fake, rootless, void from within, and, thus,‘
.those things which are normally in possession of such attributes cannot last long

The truth-seeking individuals rely on the force of their faith, logic and keeping their

words, the authenticity of their character, self-denials, and preparedness for

.sacrificing their lives as far as the point of martyrdom
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They are those who are enlightened in their hearts and fear no one but ‘Allah’, relying

.on no one else except Him, hence, this provides the clue to their victory

.(: This Verse, and the Uprising of Mahdi (a.s : 5

In some quotations, the Qur’ānic sentence “The truth has come and the falsehood

has vanished away” refers to the uprising of Hadrat Mahdi (a.s.) as commented upon.
Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “The meaning of these Divine words is that: ‘Once the living

(Imam (a.s.) rises up, the fake administration will be up-rooted’.”(1

Certainly, the meaning of these traditions do not confine the significance of the

extensive meaning of the verse to this example only, but the uprising of Mahdi (a.s.) is
the most notable example of it, the eventuality of which consists of the ultimate

.victory of the truth over the untruth throughout the entire world

We have it in the biography of the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h) that on the day of the

conquest of Mecca, he entered the ‘Sacred Mosque’, overthrowing 360 idols which

were placed round the Ka‘bah by the Arab tribes, and breaking them one after

.another by his stick, he was reciting this noble verse continuously

Briefly speaking, this very Divine universal law, and this unequivocal law of creation,
have got examples in every epoch. The uprising of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his

conquest over the army of paganism and idol-worshippers, as well as the uprising of

Mahdi (a.s.) (May our souls be sacrificed for him) against the tyrants and oppressors of

.the world are cases of the evident examples of depicting this universal law
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It is that same Divine law which provides the truth-seeking people with incentives as

against the difficulties, making them more hopeful and strong in resistance, and they

.reinforce and refresh us in our Islamic efforts

In the end of the verse, the Qur’ān implies that Allah pounds the truth over the

‘untruth’, hence uprooting it, in which case, the untruth will perish. Thus, the truth

.must invade the untruth powerfully, pounding it

It is in the Divine law and His way of treatment that the truth must survive and the

wrong must perish and be wiped out, and this process must take place in actual fact

and not in an incidental way or in imagination, though the quantitative number of the

followers of the truth might be small and the number of the followers of the wrong

might be great, for the truth, like water, will be prevalent and the wrong will be wiped

.out like the foam over the water

****
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اًراسَخَ َّلاإِ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  دُیزِیَ  لاَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل  هٌمَحْرَوَ  ءٌآفَشِ  وَهُ  امَ  نِاءَرْقُْلا  نَِم  ِ لُ  زّنَُنوَ ﴾ 82﴿

And We send down (stage by stage), of the Qur’ān, that which is healing and . “ 82
.” mercy to the believers, and it adds not to the unjust except in loss

Commentary: verse 82

:The Qur’ān, The Curing Prescription

As the previous noble verses, dealt with the issues of monotheism and the right of

organizing campaigns against paganism and the wrong, this verse, takes up the issue

of the extraordinary role of the Qur’ān and its constructive impact with respect to this,
:saying

And We send down (stage by stage), of the Qur’ān, that which is healing and mercy “ 
, …” to the believers

The blissful Qur’ān is a curing prescription for setting all in order and the betterment

of the individuals and the society from all kinds of ethical and social diseases. The holy

:verse continues saying

.” and it adds not to the unjust except in loss “… 

Incidentally, the Arabic word /min/ does not imply in here ‘some’ which might

substantiate the belief in the fact that ‘some parts of the Qur’ān are healing’.
Contrarily, it suggests that whatever is descended from the Qur’ān is healing in itself.
Thus, the term /min/ is an explanatory statement; and, although the Qur’ān is a guide

for all; only those are provided with the light of its guidance who open the window of

their soul to receive its revelations, alienating themselves from obstinacy and enmity

.and are ready to receive it with a sound mind
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Thus, the obstinate people, who have ill intentions, can gain nothing except additional

disadvantage. It is like the rain, which, when falling on a swamp, makes stinking smell,
though it is pure and clean in nature. Anyway, the reasoning of the Qur’ān heals

mental stagnation. The admonition of the Qur’ān treats well the callousness. The

history of the Qur’ān makes one disillusioned. Its beauty of harmony and its

eloquence attracts the fleeing soul. Its ordinances and commands uproot

superstitious beliefs, and its recitation and contemplation in it cure negligence.
Recourse to it, cures bodily diseases, and its guidelines illuminate all kinds of

.darkness

The Qur’ānic healings make a difference when compared with material remedies.
They do not have any side-effects and are not outdated. The Qur’ānic remedies do

not have any expiry date. He, who is cured by the Qur’ān, will serve as a cause for

curing others. There are no errors or blunders in the prescription cure of the Qur’ān. It

is always readily available for all. The physician of this medicine not only knows us well

but also loves us and, His prescription is for all ages. His prescription and drugs are not

.generic medicines to have duplicates

Imam Ali (a.s.) remarks: “Verily the Qur’ān consists a cure for the greatest ailments,
namely unbelief, hypocrisy, revolt, and seductions.”(1) The Qur’ān is Allah’s words and

the Lord’s Book. It is the Divine shining light, and the site of manifestation of Allah. It

exhibits Allah’s way; it is the Divine firmly fitted bond, the Divine laws, the curing

prescription and a sign of Allah’s favour to human beings. It is a sign of the magnitude

of Allah and His eternal miracle. It is the saving flag, a didactic book and an instructive

one, and an explicit
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statement. It is a book of glad tidings, warnings, monotheism, preaching,
.consciousness and ethics

The Qur’ān is a light without darkness, a guide without aberration, and an endless

treasure. It is a book of knowledge, ordinances, history as well as historical analysis. It

is a book of politics and administration, consciousness, reflection, and contemplation.
It is a book of peace and holy war, a book of the origin and the end. It is a book of faith

and belief. The Qur’ān is a company to man in the darkness of ignorance and a

guiding leader for him in the labyrinths of life. The Qur’ān is a book of measurement,
.justice, fairness, the truth, certainty, the right path, and the straight way

.It recounts the state of the past generations for the admonition of the future ones

The Qur’ān promises the righteous believers who practice it, salvation and victory, as

well as glory and high esteem. It is a book of invitation, development, virtue,
expediency, life and eternity. It is a book of the world of appearances and the innate

world; a book of the worldly affairs and that of the Hereafter. It is the book of nature

as well as that of metaphysics; the book of the visible as well as that of the invisible; it
is the book of Allah and of the people. It provides the examples of good deeds, decent

acts, and persuading the people to perform what is good and of dissuading them from

what is bad. It is instructive and, it provides credit. The Qur’ān shows the way of

Paradise and dissuades one from taking the road to the Hell. It is the firmest path

which Allah calls the people to. It is the book of religion and Allah’s permanent ways of

.treatment. It is the Book of ethics, Gnosticism, Islamic jurisprudence and laws

The Qur’ān is the Book of eloquence, fluency, wisdom, and administration. The Qur’ān

is the Book of education for
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Man’. It shows the route to the world of spiritual realities. It is the companion to man‘
.in his loneliness and keeps him company when in a state of terror

Certainly, tens of other topics only exhibit parts of the glory and depth of the

instructions and the concepts of this Holy Book, which is an ever-lasting miracle of the

.(. Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h

Briefly speaking, this Divine Book and the Qur’ānic verses of it provide reasoning and

statements for the public, while, serving as a guide and admonition for the virtuous

Muslims. The Qur’ān says: “This is an explanation for mankind, and a guidance and an

(admonition for the pious ones.” (Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 138

Hoping to receive the Divine success so that by reciting, reading, instructing, acquiring

cognition of it, its understanding, and practice of this heavenly Book, we may follow

.the track and the course leading to our happiness and virtue

:The Differences Between Healing and Mercy

We are aware of the fact that ‘healing’ is usually employed as against diseases,
defects and deficiencies. Therefore, the first effect that the Qur’ān can affect the

souls of men is the cleansing of them from all kinds of mental and ethical illnesses of

both the individuals and the society. It is, therefore, from this point onward that the

phase of ‘favour’ arrives which is characterized by the inculcation of Divine morality

and the flourishing of human virtues which are embedded in those people who have

received the Qur’ānic education. In other words, the Qur’ānic term ‘healing’ is an

allusion made to the ‘purification’, while ‘favour’ refers to ‘reconstruction’. Or in

philosophical and mystical terms, the former refers to the
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.(process of ‘catharsis’(1), and the latter alludes to the process of ‘beautification’(2

Therefore, whatever emanates from the source of Allah, the Compassionate, the

Merciful, is a favour for the believers; and the Lord has required doing favors from His

part(3), and He has appointed His Prophet to the world as a favour(4), while the

Muslims proceed with doing favour to one another(5) and His Book also equals

.(favour(6

As the Qur’ān comes from Allah’s side, Who is the Creator of man and his nature, its

laws are also corresponding to his nature, and are salvaging, and are the means of

.happiness and grace

?Why Is It that The Oppressors Get Negative Results

Not only in this verse but also in other verses of the Qur’ān we read that the enemies

of the truth, instead of being enlightened whole-heartedly by the illumination of the

verses, removing these dark spots, they usually add up to their ignorance and

wretchedness. This is due to the fact that the very essence of their existence has

transformed into another form because of their paganism and their dissidence. Thus,
wherever they behold the light of the truth they stand up against it. This opposition

against the truth adds to their ‘nasty’ state, thus reinforcing their spirit of rebellion. In

other words, as the disbelievers actually do not observe and practice the

‘commandments’ and ‘Prohibitions’ of the Qur’ān, the revelation of each decree adds

,up to their crime and offence

p: 766

Catharsis signifies purification of one’s soul from the viscous attributes and hidden - 1
.evils

.Replenishing of one’s inside with decent and spiritual attributes - 2
Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 12 - 3

Sura Al-’Anbyā, No. 21, verse 107 - 4
Sura Al-Fath, No. 48, verse 29 - 5

The verse under discussion - 6

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5408 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_766_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_766_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_766_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_766_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_766_5
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_766_6
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


and, adds up to their disadvantages. The verses of the Qur’ān are like the proverb

saying that they are like the raindrops, enlivening, which make tulips grow in gardens

:and make thorns grow in the wilderness. The verse says

.” and it adds not to the unjust except in loss “… 

Anyway, the Qur’ān equals cure and mercy for those who are suffering from the love

of the world, dependence on material things, and unconditional surrender in face of

the passions. And again the Qur’ān provides prescription for cure and mercy for the

world in every corner of which the flames of war are burning, bowing under the

burden of arms race, and which is throwing all its important capital and human

resources at the feet of the monster of war and arms. And, eventually, the Qur’ān is a
curing prescription for those whose path for Allah’s proximity has been obstructed

.because of their dark curtains of passions

:Traditions Concerning the Magnitude of the Qur’ān

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has remarked: “I have left two (important) things . 1
among you so as not to get astray when grabbing the two. One is the Qur’ān, the

other one is my family household.” (Jami‘-ul-’Akhbār Wal-’Āthār, Kitāb-ul-Qur’ān, vol.
(1, p. 94

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The Qur’ān’s excellence over other words . 2
and speeches is like the Lord’s superiority over all creatures.” (Jāmi‘-ul-’Akhbār

(Wal-’Āthār, Kitāb-ul-Qur’ān, vol. 1, p. 182

The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) has said: “The Qur’ān is the best and excels every . 3
thing but the Lord. He who respects the Qur’ān, has respected the Lord and he who

does not honour the Qur’ān, has committed acts of insolence towards the Lord.”
((Jāmi‘-ul-’Akhbār
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Hadrat-Imam Ridā (a.s.) has quoted Imam-Mūsā Kāzim (a.s.) who said: “Someone . 4
asked Imam Sādiq (a.s.): ‘How is it that the more the Qur’ān has been read and

publicized, the more its refreshing aspect is being added to?’ Imam Sādiq (a.s.)
answered: ‘It is because the Lord has not appointed it for a particular time and a

certain people. Thus, it is ever fresh and new for every nation in every new epoch until

(the day of resurrection’.”(Jāmi‘-ul-’Akhbār Wal-’Āthār, Kitāb-ul-Qur’ān, vol. 1, p. 169

The great Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said: “Keep always yourselves reminiscent of . 5
the Qur’ān, for the Qur’ān is a ‘useful cure’, a ‘blissful remedy’, and guards off him

(who appeals to it; and it salvages him who follows it.” (Jāmi‘-ul-’Akhbār, vol. 1, p. 432

The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Those involved in the Qur’ān’s matters excel the . 6
highest human position next to the prophets and the Divine envoys. Thus, do not

overlook and downplay (them and) their rights, for they are valued greatly before

(Allah.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 1, p. 180

The dear Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “The best ones among you are those who learn and . 7
(teach the Qur’ān.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 2, p. 286

Imam Sādiq (a.s.): has remarked: “The believer who reads the Qur’ān and practices . 8
it in his youth, the Qur’ān is mixed with his flesh and bones (and blood), and the Lord

places him alongside the great envoys (the prophets and the Imams) and the

benevolent people, and, the Qur’ān acts as his advocating defendant in the

(doomsday.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 92, p. 187

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “It is appropriate for a believer not to die before learning the . 9
(Qur’ān or being engaged in learning it.” (Bihār, vol. 92, p. 189
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The blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Read the Qur’ān and practice accordingly. Do . 10
not distance yourselves from it; do not exaggerate over it, do not earn a living by it;

(and, do not seek superiority through it.” (Nahj-ul-Fisāhah, p. 80

It is necessary to conclude this statement also that this prescription is only effective

once one acts according to its content; otherwise, one must not expect any results.
Therefore, the blissful Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said: “He who reads the Qur’ān and does

not act accordingly, the Almighty will muster him blind and tormented on the day of

(resurrection.” (Jāmi‘-ul-’Akhbār, vol. 1, p. 409

****
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اًسوُئیَ نَاکَ  ُّرَّشلا  هَُّسمَ  اذَإِوَ  هِِبِناجَِب  يأَنوَ  ضَرَعْأَ  نِاسَنلإِا  یلَعَ  انَمْعَْنأَ  آذَإِو  ﴾ 83﴿

لاًیِبسَ يدَهْأَ  وَهُ  نْمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  مْکُُّبرَفَ  هِِتلَکِاشَ  یلَعَ  لُمَْعیَ  ٌّلکُ  لُْق  ﴾ 84﴿

And when We bestow favour on man, he turns away and (proudly) withdraws . “ 83
.” aside; and when any evil afflicts him, he is in despair

Say: ‘Every one acts according to his own mould, but your Lord knows best as . “ 84
.” who is best guided to the way

Commentary: verses 83-84

When We bestow Our blessings on man, he turns a blind eye to them as if it were not

him who has prayed and appealed to Us, distancing himself from performing what is
his due in face of Our blessings and is not grateful to Us , and he also turns away from

the bounty of the Qur’ān. Mujāhid says that it means: he alienates himself from Us,
:hence, he gets involved in arrogance and egotism. The verse says

;And when We bestow favour on man, he turns away and (proudly) withdraws aside “ 
…”

But, as soon as he is caught in the midst of poverty and sorrow, he loses his patience

and becomes desperate, while, a believer is not so, for he is always in a state of hope

and activity. Hence, the verse refers to those who are not believers though it appears

.to be general

The reason as to why such diseases and calamities are called ‘evil’ is that these are

regarded as evil from the viewpoint of a pagan, for a pagan does not expect any

reward in exchange for them. Moreover, the human nature detests
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them. Otherwise, such diseases and catastrophes are, in fact, expediencies, and

appropriate in their own context. Thus, the Qur’ān declares in the next verse that: O!
Muhammad: Tell them: A believer and a pagan both act according to their own

disposition and manner. The believers who seek cures from the Qur’ānic verses and

attain blessings are on the opposite side of those oppressors who do not obtain

anything from it except losses. There are also some incapacious ones who are

arrogant once they are affluent, but become desperate when they are in difficulties.
They all act according to their own characteristics which have been formed in them as

a result of their education and habitual training, thus directing man’s activities. The

:verse says

.” and when any evil afflicts him, he is in despair “… 

****

, …” Say: ‘Every one acts according to his own mould “ 

In the midst of all this, the Lord is observant of the state of everyone. Certainly, your

Lord knows best those whose paths are better and from the point of guidance are

:more fruitful. The verse says

.” but your Lord knows best as who is best guided to the way “… 

:Let us turn to two concluding points

The Qur’ānic phrase /na’ābijānibihī/ signifies following one’s own egotistic desires . 1
.who is self-centered and turns his shoulder round

The Arabic term /šākilihī/ means shaping and forming of one’s spiritual state which . 2
.comes about as a result of one’s heredity, education and social culture

****
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Section 10:Qur’ān Inimitable

Point

The Divine challenge that even if the whole of Mankind and the jinn joined together

helping each other they can never bring the like of the Qur’ān – People demanding

.miracles

لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  مِْلعِْلا  مُتیِتوُا مِّ-نَ  آمَوَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ رِْمأَ  نِْم  حُوُّرلا  لُِق  حِوُّرلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلأَسْیَوَ  ﴾ 85﴿

And they ask you about the spirit, say: ‘The spirit is of the command of my Lord, . “ 85
’.” and you are not given of the knowledge but a little

Commentary: verse 85

The Arabic term /rūh/ (spirit) has been mentioned 21 times in the Qur’ān and used in
certain cases. Anyway, man’s spirit is a complicated matter, unknown and a Divine

.blow which has got celestial dimensions, and only Allah knows it

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) has commented upon the Arabic term /qalīl/ in the sense of ‘few

individuals’. That is, full knowledge has been only provided for only a select group of

people and these are they who are exclusively aware of the soul. Anyway, in this

noble verse, pursuing previous verses, the Qur’ān deals with some of the important

:questions of the pagans, or of the people of the Book, saying

And they ask you about the spirit, say: ‘The spirit is of the command of my Lord, and “ 
’.” you are not given of the knowledge but a little
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Great commentators have been incessantly speaking about the commentaries of this

verse, and we shall first deal with the meaning of ‘soul’, then its various forms of

usage in the Qur’ān and, afterwards, we shall deal with the comments of the verse

.and quotations in this regard

The Arabic term /rūh/ (spirit), philologically signifies ‘breath’ and ‘running’. Some . 1
declare that this word and the Arabic term /rīh/, meaning ‘wind’, are both derived from

the same root. If we find /rūh/ the spirit, which is an abstract and independent ‘gem’
called this way, it is because, from the viewpoint of mobility and creative form as well

.as its invisibility, it is like breath and wind. So much is for the meaning the word

There are various usages for it in the Qur’ān: At times, it refers to ‘the Holy Spirit’ . 2
who has assisted the prophets in their missions like, verse 253 of Sura Al-Baqarah:
which says: “And We made Jesus, son of Mary, clear Signs, and strengthened him with

the Holy Spirit, …” At other times, it refers to the Divine spiritual power which

reinforces and invigorates the believers, like verse 22 of Sura Al-Mujadalah, No. 58:
which says: “… these are they into whose hearts He has impressed the faith, and

whom He has confirmed with a spirit from Himself. …” Occasionally, it has been

named as the ‘exclusive angel of revelation’ and has been characterized as ‘Amin’
(truthful) as in the verses 193-194 of Sura Ash-Shu‘arā’, No. 26, saying: “The Faithful

spirit has descended with it,” “Upon your heart that you may be of the warners,” At

other times, it has been applied as one of the great angels of the ‘exclusive Divine

angels’ or ‘a creature superior to the angels’, as in verse 4 of Sura Al-Qadr, No. 97,
which says: “The angels and the Spirit descend in it by the permission of their Lord for

every affair.” We also read in verse 38 of Sura
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An-Naba’, No. 78: “ The Day (on which) the Spirit and the angels shall stood arrayed…”
On the day of the resurrection, the spirits and the angels stand up alongside one

another forming one queue.” On other occasions, it has been regarded as the Qur’ān

or the Divine revelation like in verse 52 of Sura Ash-Shurā, that says: “And thus did we

reveal to you; an inspired Book by our command. …” And, finally, we find its venue

used as human spirit, as we read in verses concerning the creation of man, saying:
Then He fashioned him in due proportion and breathed into him of His spirit.” (Sura

As-Sajdah, No. 32, verse 9). And He also reiterates: “So when I have completed him

and I have breathed into him of My Spirit, fall you down, prostrating yourselves unto

(him.” (Sura Al-Hijr, No, 15, verse 29

The issue in question now is what is meant by ‘the spirit’ in the verse under . 3
discussion? Which spirit is it that a group of curious people have inquired about it and

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) answered in response to them implying that the issue of spirit is
among those which solely concern my Lord and you know but little about it. Out of the

totality of the existing references in the verse, as well as out of it, one can infer that

those investigating ones were inquiring about the gist of the truth about human soul;

this very splendid spirit which differentiates us from animals, and which is our utmost

superior quality that causes our nobility, whence all our power and activities originate

from, by the aid of which we turn the skies and the earth into our spheres of influence.
With its assistance, we tend to split the secrets of the sciences, delving into the core

.of the existence of all beings

They sought to know what is this prodigy of the world of creation. And, as the soul is
different in its structure with the matter which is subject to the principles governing

the matter
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and its physical and chemical attributes, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commissioned to

utter this concise and meaningful sentence: “The spirit is of the command of my Lord.”
.that is, its creation process is complicated and mysterious

:Then, to stop them being stunned, the verse continues saying

And they ask you about the spirit, say: ‘The spirit is of the command of my Lord, and “ 
’.” you are not given of the knowledge but a little

Thus, it is not at all surprising that you do not acquire the mysteries embodied in

.‘spirit’, though they might be more intimate to you than all other things

In the commentary of ‘Ayyāshī, there are quotations from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) and

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who commenting on /yas’alūnaka ‘an-ir-rūh/ said: “One of Allah’s
creatures is ‘Spirit’ that has got senses of vision, power, and force as well. The Lord

locates the spirit in the hearts of the prophets and of the believers”(1). In another

quotation, one of the two great Imams has been quoted as saying: “Spirit is of invisible

world and emanates from Allah.”(2) In numerous quotations from the Shiite and Sunni

sources, we have it that the Quraysh pagans, getting this question from the savants

of the People of the Book, wanted to put the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to the test thereby.
They were told that in case Muhammad provided them with a great deal of

information in this connection, this would be the reason for his dishonesty. Hence, the

Prophet’s (p.b.u.h.) concise and meaningful statement was surprising and miraculous

.for them
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However, in quotations received through Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) regarding the commentary

of the above verse, we note that ‘spirit’ has been considered as a created being

introduced as superior to Gabriel and Michael, who has always remained with the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Imams, and who has kept them all, in their godly line, from

.every kind of deviation

These quotations not only are not incompatible with the comments which we made

about the verse, but they are also consistent with them in their entirety, since man’s
.spirit has got a specific hierarchy

That phase of the spirit which is found in prophets and in Imams, is surely an

extraordinarily elevated stage, one of the consequences of which, is its infallibility and

state of ‘flawlessness’ from deviations and sin as well as its full cognition state and its

extraordinary state of knowledge. It is certain that such a phase of spirit excels all

.angelic stages, including those of Gabriel and Michael

:The Authenticity and Independence of the Spirit

The issue of the spirit and its structural forms along with its mysterious specifications

has always been the focus of attention of the scientists since the recorded human

history was begun, and every scientist has tried his share to delve and explore, as far

as he can the mysterious environment of the spirit. It is just for this very reason that

the views expressed by men of knowledge are so widespread and various. Probably,
our present knowledge, and even the knowledge of the future generations, for the

recognition of the entire secrets of the mysterious nature of soul prove to be

insufficient, though our spirit is in closer contact with us than anything else in this

world. However, we must not be caught by surprise, when we are incapable to

understand the depth of this miracle of
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creation which is beyond matter, for the basic substance of the soul varies

tremendously with whatever we have ever been associated with and got used to in
.this world

This state of the spirit must not hinder us to explore its landscape by our sharp insight

of our intellect, becoming aware of its underlying general principles and orders which

.are governing it

The most important principle which must be recognized here is the issue of

authenticity and independence of ‘spirit’ as against opposition raised by the

materialistic schools which regard the spirit as something of material, considering it to

be of the properties of the brain matter and the nerve cells, beyond which they

.believe in nothing to exist

Our focus of discussion in here centers about this very issue, for all discussion of the

‘survival of the spirit’ and the issue of absolute abstraction or ‘purgatory abstraction’
relies heavily on it. Before entering this discussion, however, we must point out to the

fact that the interdependence of the spirit on the body as some have believed, is not a
kind of interdependence like that of the introduction or, for instance, of the blowing of

the wind into a bag pipe. Contrarily, it is some kind of relationship and

interdependence based on the administration and control of the spirit over the body

and its domination and governance, that some have resembled it to the

.interdependence of ‘meaning’ to the utterance

Certainly, this issue will best be clearly explained in the discussion of ‘the

independence of the soul’. Now, we shall turn to our principal discourse. There is no

doubt as to the fact that man is different from stone and wood which are lacking in
spirit, for, we well feel different with respect to the inanimate objects, even with

plants. We understand, imagine, decide, determine, love, hate, etc. However, plants

and stones lack in
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all these aspects in this form. Thus, there is an original difference between them, and

us which is that of possessing human soul. Neither the materialists nor any other

factions deny or reject the principle of the existence of the ‘soul’ or ‘spirit’, and, it is for

this reason that all consider psychology and psychoanalysis as a positive science.
Although both of these two sciences are in their infancy, they are those branches of

knowledge which are pursued by professors and researchers at great world

universities. As we shall see ‘the soul’ and the ‘spirit’ are not, in fact, separate from

.each other; but they are different phases of the same reality

As far as the issue involved is that of the relationship of the spirit with the body and

their mutual interdependence, we call it the ‘soul’, and, while, spiritual phenomena are

’. being discussed away from the body, we tend to call it the ‘spirit

Briefly speaking, no one rejects the fact that there exists an entity which is called the

.‘spirit’ and the ‘soul’ within us

It now remains to be seen that the all-encompassing conflicts between the

materialists, on the one hand, and the metaphysicians and spiritualists, on the other

?hand, are being waged in which domain

The answer is that the theologians and the philosophers who are metaphysician

believe that in addition to the substances which form the body of man, there is

another entity or gem hidden in him which is not made of the matter, though man’s
body is under its direct impact. In other words, the spirit is a metaphysical entity, the

structural form and activity of which is other than the structure and activity of the

material world. It is true that it is constantly in contact with the material world, but it is
not ‘matter’ or properly of matter. On the opposite side, the materialist philosophers

are aligned who say: We do not know of any independent being different from matter
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under the name of the spirit or under any other name; whatever exists is this material

.body or its physical or chemical effects

We possess a system called the brain or nerve system which does an important part

of our essential activities for us and which perform their functions like other bodily

.systems, acting under material laws

Certainly, scientists reject this line of reasoning which is propounded by the material

philosophers, declaring it is null and void. For further information, refer to Tafsīr-
.Nemūnah, vol. 12, under the same verse

To conclude this statement, the word /rūh/ (spirit) has been repeated 21 times in the

Qur’ān, and the reality of the ‘spirit’ is beyond the understanding of man’s knowledge

which lies as one of the Divine secrets. Man’s knowledge, with respect to it, is limited

.and very minimal

****
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لاًیکِوَ انَْیلَعَ  هِِب  کََل  دُجِتَ  َّمُث لاَ  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  يذَِّلاِب  َّنبَهَذْنََل  انَْئشِ  نِئَلوَ  ﴾ 86﴿

اًریِبکَ کَْیلَعَ  نَاکَ  هُلَضْفَ  َّنإِ  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  هًمَحْرَ  َّلاإِ  ﴾ 87﴿

And if We please, We would certainly take away whatever We have revealed . “ 86
,” unto you; then you would find no one thereover to defend you against Us

.” Save the mercy from your Lord, verily His favour to you is great . “ 87

Commentary: verse 86-87

Whatever you possess emanates from His Grace. The issue in question concerned the

Holy Qur’ān itself in several of the previous verses. He once again takes up the

:discussion on this subject. At first, He says

And if We please, We would certainly take away whatever We have revealed unto “ 
,” you; then you would find no one thereover to defend you against Us

So, it is We Who has bestowed these sciences upon you so as to enable you to be the

leader of the people and it is We Who will take back whatever We deem expedient,
and there will be no interference allowed by anyone in this respect. Therefore, this

noble verse takes up a threatening attitude towards the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
declaring that the Lord takes back those merits if He wishes in much the same way

.that he has bestowed

The subsequent verse has got a soft and encouraging tone. In other words, the

Qur’ān, the revelations, prophetic mission, being the seal of Prophets, and

intercession all are among
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Allah’s favors towards the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and they all originate from the

position of Allah’s Lordship, and He will not take back all He has bestowed on him,
though He is capable with firm power, and He can perfectly do that. The holy verse

:says

, …” Save the mercy from your Lord “ 

However, as Allah is great with utmost superiority, His favor is also just as great, and

His immense kindness is peculiar to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Thus the verse continues to

:say

.” verily His favour to you is great “… 

Allah’s great kindness is immense with regard to you, for He has selected you as His

prophet, and granted the Qur’ān to you so as to open up new gateways of knowledge

facing you, and to make you aware of the secrets of human guidance, and, finally, to

protect you from all errors, enabling you to serve as an example for all the people till

.the end of the world

****
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اًریهِظَ ضٍْعبَِل  مْهُضُْعَب  نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  هِِلْثمِِب  نَوُتأْیَ  نِاءَرْقُْلا لاَ  اذَهَ  لِْثمِِب  اوُتأْیَ  نأَ  یلَعَ  ُّنجِْلاوَ  سُنلإِا  تِعَمَتَجْا  نِِئَّل  لُق  ﴾ 88﴿

Say: ‘If (the whole) mankind and the Jinn were to gather together to bring the like . “ 88
of this Qur’ān, they could not bring the like of it though some of them be helpers of

’.” others

Commentary: verse 88

’. The Arabic term /zahīr/ is derived from /zahr/ meaning ‘backing up’ and ‘advocate

The verse is an answer to the pagans who used to say: We, too, can bring the like of

the Qur’ān if we want to. This call of the Qur’ān for challenging, and bringing an

example like that, has remained unanswered for centuries and, up till now, the

Arabic-speaking enemies from among the people of the Book as well as the atheistic

schools, have been unable to bring the like of the Qur’ān despite their hostility

towards Islam and despite the support which they have enjoyed from the various

sources of power. Anyway, here the Almighty, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
:announces

Say: ‘If (the whole) mankind and the Jinn were to gather together to bring the like of “ 
this Qur’ān, they could not bring the like of it though some of them be helpers of

’.” others

This verse explicitly challenges all the beings of the world, including the small and the

great, Arabs and non-Arabs, human beings as well as even intelligent non-human

beings, scientists, philosophers, literary figures, historians, the genius and the non-
genius, briefly speaking, all without exceptions
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throughout the centuries to face the challenge of producing the like of the holy

Qur’ān, proclaiming: If you think that the Qur’ān is not the word of the Lord and it is
man’s own fabrication, you are also a man and you can fabricate one like that. And,
whenever you felt unable, after struggling hard, while combining your efforts, this

.provides you with the best reason for the miraculous nature of the Qur’ān

This call for challenging with the Qur’ān, which is in the vocabulary of the scholars,
expert in theology, known as /tahaddī/, (challenge) is one of the pillars of every

miracle and wherever such a meaning is in force concerning a subject, we find

.transparency as to the miraculous nature of that issue in question

Incidentally, the unique specifications of the Holy Qur’ān consist of being both

miraculous while, at the same time, it is eloquent and varying; it foretells the future

while containing the best of stories; it provides the best method of calling while it is
expressive of all problems, whether social and individual needs, worldly and after-life

.requirements in all fields and at all times

****
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اًروفُکُ َّلاإِ  سِاَّنلا  رُثَکْأَ  یَباَفَ  لٍثَمَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  نِاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  یِف  سِاَّنلِل  انَْفَّرصَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾ 89﴿

And We have explainer for the people, in this Qur’ān, every (kind of) similitude, . “ 89
.” but incline not most of the people save denying

Commentary: verse 89

By means of the verses of the Qur’ān, Allah has completed the argument to people.
This verse, in fact, is the statement of one of the aspects of miracle and the

inimitability of the Holy Qur’ān, i.e. its comprehensiveness. It implies that, in this noble

Qur’ān, Allah has displayed unto the people examples of everything so that all sorts of

knowledge are gathered in it; yet most of the people refused to do anything but

:denying. The verse says

And We have explainer for the people, in this Qur’ān, every (kind of) similitude, but “ 
.” incline not most of the people save denying

Verily, this variety of the contents of the Qur’ān, and emerging from an illiterate

person in particular, is amazing. This heavenly Book contains both the firm rational

reasoning together with its special elaborateness in the field of creeds, and the

statement of the ever-sure ordinances based on the necessities of people in any

grounds. The Qur’ānic discussions upon historical subjects are unique in their kind.
They are exciting, awakening, interesting, shaking, and free from any kinds of

superstition. Its ethical matters affect on the prepared hearts in the same manner

.that the rain of the spring does upon the dead lands
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The scientific points which are propounded in the Qur’ān have made manifest some

.facts which, at least in that time, were not known to any scientist

Precisely speaking, whatever fields the Qur’ān arrives, it offers the best. That is why if
the Jinn and humankind come to help each other in order to bring the like of it, they

.will not be able to do so

****
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اًعوُبْنیَ ضِرْلاَا  نَِم  انََل  رَجُْفتَ  یَّتحَ  کََل  نَِمؤُْن  نَل  اوُلاقَوَ  ﴾ 90﴿

اًریجِْفتَ اهََللاَخِ  رَاهَْنلاَا  ِ-رَ  جّفَُتفَ بٍنَعِوَ  لٍیخَِّن  نِم  هٌَّنجَ  کََل  نَوکُتَ  وْأَ  ﴾ 91﴿

And they said: “We shall never believe in you till you make a spring to gush forth . “ 90
,” from the earth for us

Or till you should have a garden of date-palms and grapes in the midst of which . “ 91
,” you cause streams to flow forth

Commentary: verses 90-91

The Arabic term /yanbū‘/ refers to a fountain which will never dry up and which will

.always gush

The pagans, who rejected the miraculous nature of the Qur’ān, made their embracing

the belief conditional upon attainment of some material gains, asking the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) for some undue expectations. They neglected the fact that the prophets

would perform miracles so as to justify their prophetic mission. This is done not for

meeting the whimsical demands of the obstinate people or for the sake of their

entertainment or escaping from effort and endeavour. In fact, undue expectation,
callousness, obstinacy, seeking pretexts, unawareness of the aims, and rudeness, all

intermingled with one another so as to put illogical requests to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
like a fountain, gardens, rivers, collapse and fall of the skies, summoning of the Lord

.and of the angels, golden houses, flight into skies, and a private letter from the Lord

Anyway, the pagans of Mecca stated: We do not confirm your prophetic mission

unless you split the ground of Mecca
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which is scarce in water resources and make a fountain emerge out of it, which

:gashes. The verse says

And they said: “We shall never believe in you till you make a spring to gush forth from “ 
,” the earth for us

Or they demanded from him a garden which had got plenty of date-palms and grape

trees, covered by them, amidst which streams flow so as to water trees beneath

them, little knowing that the goal of the prophets had been people’s guidance and

leading them to monotheism, though some groups thought of gardens, gold and silver

:while such requests and expectations were not logical. The verse says

Or till you should have a garden of date-palms and grapes in the midst of which you “ 
,” cause streams to flow forth

****
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لاًیِبقَ هِکَِئلآمَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  یَِتأْتَ  وْأَ  اًفسَکِ  انَْیلَعَ  تَمْعَزَ  امَکَ  ءَآمَّسلا  طَقِسُْت  وْأَ  ﴾ 92﴿

ِ-ي بّرَ نَاحَْبسـُ  لُْق  هُؤُرَْقَّن  اًـباتَکِ  انـَْیلَعَ  ِ لَ  زّنَُت یَّتحَ  ِ-كَ  یِّقرُِل نَِمؤُّْن  نَلوَ  ءِآـمَّسلا  یِف  یقَرْتَ  وْأَ  فٍرُخْزُ  نِم  تٌْیَب  کََـل  نَوکُیَ  وْأَ  ﴾ 93﴿

لاًوسُرَ اًرشََب  َّلاإِ  تُنکُ  لْهَ 

Or you cause the heaven, as you think, to fall in pieces upon us, or bring Allah and . “ 92
,” the angels face to face with us

Or there be for you a house of gold, or you should be flying in to the sky, and . “ 93
never will we believe in your ascending unless you bring down to us a book which we

?’” may read. Say: ‘Glory be to my Lord! Am I aught but a mortal messenger

Commentary: verse 92-93

Miracles are among the exclusive characters of the Divinity of the Lord and have their

origin in the Divine will and Wisdom. From among the conditions of miracles is that

they must not be aimless, useless and utterly improbable. The demands of the pagan

from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are worthless. Making the skies collapse will exterminate

all and every thing, leaving no one alive to become a believer. Summoning of the Lord

and the angels is also an utter impossibility, for they are not ‘bodies’ which can be

.summoned for us so as we witness them with our eyes
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Therefore, in this verse, the obstinate pagans reiterated that you thought you were a
,prophet and you possessed miracles

therefore, turn the sky into pieces, shredding everything and making them fall over

us. Or you bring forth(1) the Lord and the angels before(2) us so as we can see them

with our own eyes and witness that you are authentic and legitimate, your call being

:valid. The verse says

Or you cause the heaven, as you think, to fall in pieces upon us, or bring Allah and the “ 
,” angels face to face with us

:In the subsequent verse, the Qur’ān says

, …” Or there be for you a house of gold “ 

Or you ascend to the sky. Even if we witness with our own eyes, doing that, we are not

to believe, unless you fetch us each a book from Allah testifying to your prophetic

:mission, which we shall read. The verse continues saying

or you should be flying in to the sky, and never will we believe in your ascending “… 
(unless you bring down to us a book which we may read. …”(3

We read at the end of these verses that Allah commands His prophet, culminating

these contradictory and paradoxical proposals, to say to them that He is clean and

pure of all these imaginary conjectures; that is, He is distant from performing

miracles according to your wishes. Thus, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), addressing them,
said: I am also like other prophets. I am a human being. Those prophets used to

perform miracles
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The Arabic term /zukhruf/ denotes originally some kind of ornament, like gold which - 3
is one of the precious metals, and is used as ornament. This term is also applied for

.houses with paintings and decorations
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for their nations which were actualized by Allah. This is not a matter of concern to me

and up to me to do what I wish. It is up to Him alone, Who is aware of what is

expedient. Thus, there is no reason as to why you demand such things from me. The

:verse continues saying

?’” Say: ‘Glory be to my Lord! Am I aught but a mortal messenger “…

****
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Section 11:No cause for any one to disbelieve any Messenger of Allah

Point

Nothing prevents anyone to believe in the apostle of Allah – There is no necessity to

send angels as apostles – Allah can create worlds like the worlds which He has

.already created

لاًوسُرَ اًرشََب  هَُّللا  ثَعََبأَ  اوُلاقَ  نأَ  َّلاإِ  يدَهُْلا  مُهُءَآجَ  ذْإِ  اوُنِمؤُْی  نأَ  سَاَّنلا  عَنَمَ  امَوَ  ﴾ 94﴿

And nothing prevented the people from believing when the guidance came to . “ 94
?’” them except that they said: ‘Has Allah raised up a mortal as Messenger

Commentary: verse 94

The only reason as to why the pagans were kept away from embracing the belief in
the Qur’ān and the command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), was the fact that they could not

:accept the prophetic mission of a man from the side of Allah. The noble verse says

And nothing prevented the people from believing when the guidance came to them “ 
?’” except that they said: ‘Has Allah raised up a mortal as Messenger

Therefore, the pagan people did not submit themselves to the reasons for obvious

miracles, for they would say as to how could the Lord appoint a man for prophecy?

The Lord’s envoy must be raised from among the divine angels. This groundless

paradox hindered them from believing in the holy Prophet
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p.b.u.h.). As was about the worship of the unitary essence of Allah, in which case, they)
proclaimed that: “Our worship of Allah is not worthy of Him.” Hence, they succumbed

to the worship of the idols, and to their thinking, by this act they tried to glorify the

Lord, while this act is not an act of glorification to Him. On the contrary, it is being

.heedless of the pure essence of Allah, the Glorified

Certainly, those who do not possess a sound reasoning and rationale, regard a strong

point as a weak one. The fact that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was a human being is a strong

point in him and not a weak one, for having instincts and motives as well as difficulties

will cause him to grasp best the sufferings of men, and can provide a practical

.paradigm as well as a useful prescription

****
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لاًوسُرَ اًکلَمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  مهِْیلَعَ  انَْلَّزنََل  نَی  -ِ نِّئمَطُْم نَوشُمْیَ  هٌکَِئلآمَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَاکَ  وَْل  لُق  ﴾ 95﴿

Say: ‘Had there been in the earth angels walking at peace, We would certainly . “ 95
’.” have sent down an angel from heaven to them as messenger

Commentary: verse 95

This noble verse refuses the attitude of those who raised objections to the fact that

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was selected from among the human beings, and implies that:
The sending of the prophet is Allah’s way of treatment and a religious necessity. Even

if all the inhabitants of the earth were angels, and there were no quarrels and rows

among them, and all of them were in perfect health and enjoying welfare, there

would be some envoy from their progeny and gender coming from the side of Allah,
for the mission of the prophets consists of enduing perfection and spiritual

development as well as the provision of paradigms, and not merely the removal of

:hostilities from among them. The Qur’ān says

Say: ‘Had there been in the earth angels walking at peace, We would certainly have “ 
’.” sent down an angel from heaven to them as messenger

Incidentally the homogeneousness of the leaders with that of the people is a

necessity for their education and their imitation of their identification figures. Mankind

for mankind, and angels for angels can serve as best paradigms. The reason for such

a homogeneity of the leader and of the followers is clear, for, on the one hand, the

,most important part of the propaganda section of a leader is his practical side, that is
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serving as a paradigm and an identification figure which is only made possible when

the leader possesses the human instincts and feelings and the same bodily structural

.forms and spiritual ones

On the other hand, a leader must understand well all the pains and sufferings, needs

and demands of his followers so that he can produce remedies for them and respond

to them. It is for this reason that the prophets have risen up, and emerged from

among the bulk of the people, while the accession to the position of the prophet is

.from the side of the Lord and it is not an elective office

****
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اًریصَِب اًریِبخَ  هِدِابَعِِب  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  مْکُنَْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  اًدیهِشَ  هَِّللاِب  یفَکَ  لُْق  ﴾ 96﴿

اًمّصُوَ اًمکُْبوَ  اًیمْعُ  مْهِهِوجُوُ  یلَعَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهُرُشـُحَْنوَ  هِِنودُ  نِم  ءَآیَِلوْأَ  مْهَُل  دَجِتَ  نلَفَ  لِْلضـُْی  نمَوَ  دِتَهْمُْلا  وَهُفَ  هَُّللا  دِهْیَ  نمَوَ  ﴾ 97﴿

اًریعِسَ مْهُاَندْزِ  تْبَخَ  امََّلکُ  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُاوَأْمَ 

Say: ‘Allah suffices as a witness between me and you; verily He, of his servants, is . “ 96
.” All-Aware, All-Seeing

And whomever Allah guides, then he is guided aright, and whomever He leaves to . “ 97
stray, you will never find for him guardians other than Him; and We shall muster them

on the Day of Resurrection upon their faces, blind, dumb and deaf whose dwelling

.” shall be Hell; whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the blaze

Commentary: verses 96-97

Pursuing the previous discussions, which centered around monotheism and prophetic

mission as well as discourses with the opponents, here, in this verse, there is a sort of

declaration of the termination of the current discussion, at this stage, and providing

.conclusion

At first the Qur’ān implies that if they do not accept your reasoning concerning

monotheism, prophecy and resurrection, proclaim upon them, saying: It suffices for

me that the Lord is an intermediary and a witness between you and I, for, He is aware

:of the feelings of His servants and He is All-seeing unto their works. The verse says

Say: ‘Allah suffices as a witness between me and you; verily He, of his servants, is “ 
.” All-Aware, All-Seeing
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In fact, there are two objectives in view in making this statement. The first one relates

to the fact that the obstinate, and fanatic opponents receive a threat that the Lord is
aware and All-seeing while He is witnessing all our deeds and all your acts. Do not

imagine that you can escape His sphere of power or part of your acts remains hidden

.from Him

The other objective is that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should exhibit decisively his firm

conviction as to what he has stated, for the speaker’s decisiveness in his speech

.leaves a great impact on the listener

Maybe, this expression, which is firm and decisive coupled with a sort of mild threat,
leaves its impact on them, shaking them in their hearts, and awakening them, calling

.them to the right path

:Afterwards, the Qur’ān adds

And whomever Allah guides, then he is guided aright, and whomever He leaves to “ 
; …” stray, you will never find for him guardians other than Him

The only way they have is to return to Him once again and seek the light of guidance

.from Him

These two sentences, in fact, are allusions to the fact that the mere pounding

reasoning is not sufficient for embracing the faith. On the contrary, before gaining the

Divine success and proper eligibility of Allah’s guidance, it is impossible for him to

.embrace the faith

A Persian poem indicates: It is the clean sperm necessary to become worthy of

receiving favour; Otherwise every pebble or piece of clay will never turn into shining

.stones or pearls

Then, the Qur’ān illustrates for them one of the scenes of the resurrection day as a
,challenging and pounding threat
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:which is the certain consequences of their actions, proclaiming that

, …” and We shall muster them on the Day of Resurrection upon their faces “… 

Instead of them walking in an upright and erect standing position, the angels of

punishment draw them on their faces, or they will be crawling over their faces and

chests like reptiles. They will be entering into that great court in a state of blindness,
:deafness, and dumbness. The holy verse continues saying

 …” blind, dumb and deaf “… 

There are different stages and stop phases for the day of resurrection, in some of

which the sinners are blind, deaf, and dumb, though in other platforms they regain

their eyesight, their sense of hearing, and their tongues open up so as to enable them

to witness scenes of punishment, listen to the blaming of others, and cry for help,
.expressing their weakness, which itself is one way for punishing them

The culprits also are deprived from seeing what is the source of delight, and from

hearing what is joyful, and from saying whatever is directed towards salvation; on the

.contrary, they only see, hear, and say what is a source of discomfort

In the end of the verse, the Holy Qur’ān implies that their eternal abode is Hell, but

you must not imagine that its Fire will eventually be extinguished, like the worldly fire.
Nay! “Whenever it is about to fade away, We shall rekindle new flames to it.”(1) The

:verse says

whose dwelling shall be Hell; whenever it abates, We shall increase for them the “… 
.” blaze
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****

اًدیدِجَ اًقْلخَ  نَوُثوعُْبمََل  اَّنءِأَ  اًتافَرُوَ  اًماظَعِ  اَّنکُ  اذَءِأَ  اوُلاقَوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اورُفَکَ  مْهَُّناَِب  مهُؤُآزَجَ  کَِلذَ  ﴾ 98﴿

That is their recompense, for they disbelieved in Our signs and said: ‘What! When . “ 98
we become (mere) bones and decayed dust, shall we, then, indeed be raised, into a

?’” new creation

Commentary: verse 98

The Arabic term /rufāt/ refers to straw particles which are so shredded into pieces

.which cannot be broken further

In the previous verses we noted as to how an evil fate awaits in the world hereafter

for the sinners; a destiny which makes every sane person to think and contemplate.
:Here, the Qur’ān explains the reason of this matter in a different way. It says

That is their recompense, for they disbelieved in Our signs and Said: ‘What! When we “ 
become (mere) bones and decayed dust, shall we, then, indeed be raised, into a new

?’” creation

Certainly, the disbelievers have got no reasons for rejecting the resurrection, and

whatever they utter is said as mockery and ridicule or is because of their

.astonishment, or considering as impossible

****

p: 798

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5441 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


َّلاإِ نَومُِلاَّظلا  یَباَفَ  هِیِف  بَْیرَ  َّلا  لاًجَأَ  مْهَُل  لَعـَجَوَ  مْهُلَْثِم  قَُلخْیَ  نأَ  یلَعَ  رٌدِاقـَ  ضَرْـَلااوَ  تِاوَاـمَّسلا  قَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اوْرَیَ  مَلوَأَ  ﴾ 99﴿

اًروفُکُ

Have they not consider that Allah Who has created the heavens and the earth is . “ 99
able to create the like of them? And He has appointed for them a term in which there

.” is no doubt; but the unjust refuse aught save disbelieve

Commentary: verse 99

The Holy Qur’ān has repeatedly sought to remove all doubts concerning resurrection

by pointing out to the creation of the heavens and the earth as well as to the enormity

of the system of creation along with the Divine domination over the creation process.
The Holy Qur’ān implies whether the process of your creation is harder or the

:creation of the heavens which He has undertaken. The verse says

Have they not consider that Allah Who has created the heavens and the earth is able “ 
to create the

? …” like of them

That is, the best reason for establishing the possibility of something which is there, is
.its very existence and its very accidence

In the doomsday, the decayed bones are the same worldly bones and the spirit to

which it has joined is that same spirit. However, the Qur’ān states /miθlahum/ (like

those), it is just like the ‘raw bricks’ which, when pounded, it is possible to

manufacture once again bricks of the same proportion and quality. In this case,
people say: These bricks are like the
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former ones, and not identical with them, or they say that the materials which have

(gone into them are the same.(1

The best rationale to prove the resurrection is focusing our attention on the Divine

.power in nature

Therefore, He remarks in this noble verse asking: Do those who regard resurrection

as impossible, not know that Allah, Who has had the ability to create the heavens and

the earth, can create like of them in the doomsday, for the creation of them is not

harder than the creation of the heavens and the earth. As the Qur’ān says: “Are you

the harder to create or the creation of the heaven He made it?” (An-Nāzi‘āt, No. 79,
(verse 27

The Lord designated for them a decisive destiny that the goal of which is death or the

resurrection. However, these oppressors abstained from accepting the truth, and

they added up to their rejections though the evidences were quite clear for them. The

:verse says

And He has appointed for them a term in which there is no doubt; but the unjust “… 
.” refuse aught save disbelieve

****
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اًروُتقَ نُاسَنلإِا  نَاکَوَ  قِافَنلإِا  هَیَشْخَ  مُْتکْسَْملاَ  اًذإِ  ِ-ي  بّرَ هِمَحْرَ  نَِئآزَخَ  نَوکُِلمْتَ  مُْتنأَ  وَْل  لُق  ﴾ 100﴿

Say: ‘If you possessed the treasures of the mercy of my Lord, then you would . “ 100
.” definitely withhold (them) for fear of spending, and man is ever niggardly

Commentary: verse 100

The Arabic term /qatūr/ is derived from the word /qitr/, meaning: miserliness and

.avarice or withholding from sharing with others of one’s wealth

As they insisted on the idea that the prophet must not be of the same genus as

mankind, apparently some kind of jealousy and avarice stopped them from believing

that, perhaps, Allah has bestowed this blessing on a human being. Thus, He says in

:this verse

Say: ‘If you possessed the treasures of the mercy of my Lord, then you would “ 
.” definitely withhold (them) for fear of spending, and man is ever niggardly

These last three verses are the most obvious of the verses which provide

justifications for the resurrection of the body, for the pagans astonishment concerned

as to how the Lord can return to life once again those decayed bones which have

.turned into dust

The Qur’ān’s answer also covers this very point, implying: That Lord Who created the

heaven and the earth, has also the potentiality to assemble all scattered human

.particles and to provide them with life

Incidentally, one of the reasons stressed by the Holy Qur’ān repeatedly for

establishing the issue of resurrection, is the its taking recourse to the generalization

.of the Lord’s Omnipotence
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Section 12:Those Gifted with Knowledge – The Ministry of Moses

Point

Moses given the signs – Pharaoh’s arrogance – Apostle Muhammad sent as the

Bearer of glad tidings and a Warner – Those gifted with knowledge believe in the

.Qur’ān even if any one else believes not – Glorification of Allah

لَیِئآرسْإِ یِنَب  لْأَسْفَ  تِاَن  -ِ یَّب تٍایَاءَ  عَسِْت  یسَوُم  انَْیتَاءَ  دْقََلوَ  ﴾101﴿

اًروحُسْمَ یسَوُم  ایَ  کَُّنظُلاَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ نُوْعَرِْف  هَُل  لَاقَفَ  مْهُءَآجَ  ذْإِ 

اًروُبْثمَ نُوْعَرِْف  ایَ  کَُّنظلاَ  ِ-ي  نّإِو رَِئآصََب  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  ُّبرَ  َّلاإِ  ءِلآؤُه  لَزَنأَ  آمَ  تَمِْلعَ  دْقََل  لَاقَ  ﴾ 102﴿

And indeed We give Moses nine clear signs, so ask the Children of Israel when he . “ 101
’.” came to them, and, Pharaoh said to him: ‘O’ Mūsā! Verily I think you are bewitched

He said: ‘Indeed you know that none has sent these (miracles) down save the . “ 102
!’ ” Lord of the heavens and the earth (as) clear proofs, and I think you lost, O’ Pharaoh

Commentary: verses 101-102

In several of the foregoing verses, we noted as to what peculiar demands the pagans

used to put to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). We, here, find Him, in fact, exposing one of the

examples of such scenes in preceding generations as to how they witnessed

extraordinary events and miracles and they, yet, looked for pretexts, rejecting

:everything. At first, He says
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, …” And indeed We give Moses nine clear signs “ 

These divine signs consist of: The stick, the white hand, the storm, locusts, one kind of

plant-pest called /qummal/, the over-increase in the number of frogs, blood, drought,
.and deficiencies

Later, in order to stress this point further, He adds in implication to Moses that if your

opponents even reject this matter outright, in order to deliver an ultimatum to them,
tell them to ask the sons of Israel as to how they were when these verses came down

to them. Notwithstanding these, not only they did not subject themselves to the

acceptance of the fact, but also they accused Moses of being a sorcerer, and of being

:crazy. The verse continues saying

so ask the Children of Israel when he came to them, and, Pharaoh said to him: ‘O’ “… 
’.” Mūsā! Verily I think you are bewitched

This is the case with all the arrogant people who used to accuse the godly men of

sorcery or insanity for their innovations and their movement against the treatment of

corrupt communities and their exhibition of extraordinary behaviour, so as to be able

to influence naive people, scattering them from around the prophets. Thus verse 102
shows Moses (a.s.) did not keep quiet in face of all this under accusation, affirming

:categorically, where it declares

He said: ‘Indeed you know that none has sent these (miracles) down save the Lord “ 
!’ ” of the heavens and the earth (as) clear proofs, and I think you lost, O’ Pharaoh

Therefore, O pharaoh!, you reject the facts while having full knowledge of the facts

.and while you are cognizant of them. I believe you, Pharaoh, will eventually perish
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:Two Points in Conclusion

The first point: In the Glorious Qur’ān, there are numerous verses and miracles

:mentioned concerning Moses, among which one might refer to the following

Conversion of the stick into a giant snake and the act of swallowing of the tools of . 1
(the sorcerers. (Tā Hā, 20

The white hand or the shining of the hands of Mūsā (a.s.) like a source of light. (Tā . 2
(Hā, 22

(The pounding storms. (Al-’A‘rāf, 133 . 3

Locusts’ which dominated their farms and their trees, and served as a nuisance for . ‘ 4
(their flourishing agriculture. (Al-’A‘rāf, 133

(One plant-pest agent which exterminates cereals, called /qummal/ (Al-’A‘rāf, 133 . 5

The frogs which emerged from the Nile River and reproduced to such an extent that . 6
(they made people’s lives miserable and full of difficulties. (Al-’A‘rāf, 133

Nose-bleeding’ or ‘blood’ which signifies the universal counteraction of nose . ‘ 7
bleeding or the turning of the Nile into the colour of the blood which made the river

(water neither good for drinking nor fit for agriculture. (Al-’A‘rāf, 133

The splitting of the sea in such a way that the Children of Israel could pass through . 8
(it. (Al-’A‘rāf, 133

The descending of /mann/ and /salwā/ which was explained under verse 57, of Sura . 9
.Al-Baqarah

(The gushing of the springs from stone. (Al-Baqarah, verse 60 . 10

The splitting away of part of the mountain and its placement as a canopy over . 11
(them. (Al-’A‘rāf, 171

(Famine and draught as well as shortage of fruits. (Al-’A‘rāf, 130 ( 12
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Returning to life of a murdered individual whose death instigated intensive . 13
(opposition among the Children of Israel. (Al-Baqarah, 73

Use of the cloud shadows as canopy which protected them in a miraculous way in . 14
(intense desert heat. (Al-Baqarah, 57

The issue in question in here is: What is the objective of ‘the nine verses’, which have

?been alluded to in the verses under discussion

The expressions utilized in these verses reveal the fact that they signify miracles

which were mentioned in connection with Pharaoh and the adherents of Pharaoh, and

not the ones which were involved with the Children of Israel themselves, like the

descending of ‘Mann and Salwā’, and the emergence of the spring from a stone, and

.the like

Considering this point, one can claim that the five topics which are dealt with in verse

133 of Sura Al-’A‘rāf, are among these nine signs: Storm, plant-pest, locusts, over

.reproduction of frogs, and blood

Undoubtedly, the two famous miracles of Mūsā (a.s.), that is, the issue of the ‘stick’,
and the ‘white hand’ are among the nine signs, specially, it is noteworthy that we find

verses 10 to 12 of Sura An-Nahl the same expression of the ‘nine signs’, which are

.mentioned after the statement of these two great miracles

These all make up the seven supernatural or ‘extraordinary events’. Now, let us turn

to the other two verses. Undoubtedly, the drowning of the people of Pharaoh, and the

like, cannot be included among these signs, for the goal of explaining of the signs is to

guide the people of the Pharaoh and not those which caused their destruction and

.extermination
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Concentrating on Sura Al-’A‘rāf, in which we find many of these verses, exhibits the

fact that the objective in mind of the other two signs have been the ‘draught’ and ‘the

shortage of all kinds of fruits’, for after the miracle of the stick and the ‘white hand’
and before the mentioning of the five signs of the storm and the locust, the holy verse

says: “And certainly We afflicted the clan of Pharaoh with drought and scarcity of

(fruits, so that they may take admonition.” (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 130

:The Second Point

.(? Is the one who is questioning the Prophet (p.b.u.h

Apparently, the verses show that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was commissioned to

investigate from the Children of Israel about the nine signs which were revealed to

Moses (a.s.), asking them about how the people of the Pharaoh rejected the

authenticity of the call of Moses (a.s.) despite all those clear signs under so many

.different pretexts

But, as such a person like the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not require putting to them such a
query despite all his knowledge and wisdom; some commentators have still regarded

.other addressees as the agents who have put the question to them

However, taking into consideration that the question raised was not the one put by

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for himself, rather, it was put for the acceptance by the pagans,
it does not matter that the investigator be the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) himself so that the

pagans should know that if the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not accept to give in the various

proposals of the pagans, it was because such proposals did not have any motives for

the sake of seeking the truth. On the contrary, their attitude was based on obstinacy,
fanaticism and hostility, and their story was like the one we read about in the story of

.Moses (a.s.) and Pharaoh
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اًعیمِجَ هُعَمَ  نمَوَ  هُانْقرَغْاَفَ  ضِرْلاَا  نَِم  مهَُّزفِتَسْیَ  نأَ  دَارَاَفَ  ﴾ 103﴿

اًفیفَِل مْکُِب  انَْئجِ  هِرَخِلاَا  دُعْوَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِف  ضَرْلاَا  اوُنکُسْا  لَیِئآرسْإِ  یِنبَِل  هِدِْعَب  نِم  انَْلُقوَ  ﴾ 104﴿

So he (Pharaoh) decided to scare them from that land; but We drowned him and . “ 103
.” those with him, all together

And, after that, We said to the Children of Israel: ‘Settle in the land and when the . “ 104
.” promise of the Hereafter comes to pass, We shall bring you (all) assemble together

Commentary: verses 103-104

The Arabic term /’istifzāz/ signifies ‘expelling by force’. The Qur’ān has repeatedly

made allusions to these methods of oppression towards the men of Allah and their

eventual frustration. They put ’Ibrāhīm within fire, the Lord turned the fire cold. They

threw Yusuf down the well, the Lord elevated him to the rank of ‘Azīz in Egypt. They

expelled the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from Mecca, Allah bestowed on him the government of

the entire world of Islam. Such is the Divine way of treatment and the rule of Allah,
.Who has got suitable contrivance against the dirty tricks of the evildoers

Therefore, the Qur’ān implies in this verse that since the Pharaoh was not able to

resist against the pounding reasoning and rationales of Mūsā, he took recourse to the

same tricks employed by all oppressors who are illogical throughout the ages, as the

:verse says

So he (Pharaoh) decided to scare them from that land; but We drowned him and “ 
.” those with him, all together

p: 807

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5451 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


And, thus, He implies: We told the Children of Israel, to settle down in the lands of

.Egypt, Damascus and Bayt-ul-Muqaddas

However, when the time of after-life arrives, We shall make you assemble, appearing

:in the Court of Justice altogether. The verse says

And, after that, We said to the Children of Israel: ‘Settle in the land and when the “ 
.” promise of the Hereafter comes to pass, We shall bring you (all) assemble together

.The Arabic term /lafīf/ means interrelated large groups

?What land is the objective of /’ard/ in these verses

We read in the previous verses that the Lord told the Children of Israel that now that

you have conquered the enemy, you must settle down in the ‘promised land’. Does

this signify the land of Egypt? (This same word, which has been stated in the previous

verse that says Pharaoh wanted to expel them from that land, is mentioned in this

sense with the same meaning; other verses of the Qur’ān also affirm the fact that the

(Children of Israel became the heirs and the inheritors of them

Or else, this is an allusion made to the ‘Holy Land’ of Palestine, for the Children of

Israel went to the land of Palestine after this event and were commissioned to enter

.it

However, we do not consider it as a remote possibility that both lands have been the

objective of it, for the Children of Israel became both the inheritors of the lands of the

Pharaohs, as testified by the Qur’ān, and they became the proprietors of the land of

.Palestine

In the meantime, does the Qur’ānic phrase /wa‘d-ul-’āxirah/ signify the Hereafter?

The answer to this question is apparently positive, for the sentence: “…We shall bring

you (all) assemble together” provides us with the corresponding meaning. Some

.commentators have also voiced another possibility
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اًریذَِنوَ اًر  -ِ شّبَُم َّلاإِ  كَانَْلسَرْأَ  آمَوَ  لَزََن    ِ قّحَْلابوَ هُانَْلزَنأَ    ِ قّحَْلاِبوَ ﴾ 105﴿

And, with the truth have We sent it (the Qur’ān) down and with the truth it has . “ 105
come down; and We have not sent you except as a Bearer of glad tidings and as a

.” warner

Commentary: verse 105

The authenticity of the Qur’ān has been guaranteed from distortions. The Qur’ān has

been verily revealed in truth, and the Divine revelation has also been received its

destination safely, while, at the same time, the Satans have been unable to do it any

harm. Therefore, once again, the Qur’ān calls on the grandeur and glory of this

heavenly Book, providing answers to the objections and pretexts of the dissidents. At

:first, it says

And, with the truth have We sent it “ 

 …” the Qur’ān) down)

At times, one may start doing something, but, because he is limited in his power, he

may not be able to finish it up to the end. However, one who has knowledge of

everything, and is capable to fulfill everything he does while he is correctly positioned

and ends everything in the right fashion, thus actualizing it to the fullest. For instance,
man might sometimes let water out of a spring while it is pure though it might reach

the consumption point quite impure for he is unable to preserve it through. However,
he who has command of his job quite well in all respects, he can fill everyone’s jar

.who is thirsty with pure water

The Qur’ān is just such a Book which has been descended with the truth from the

Lord, and He has guarded and protected it in its courses from any point of view,
whether be it
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the stage that Gabriel was the means of revelation and where the recipient has been

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and has been preserved quite well in such a way that the

passage of time has even not caused any distortions in it, and will never be distorted,
for the Lord has undertaken Himself its preservation. Thus, this source of ‘pure water’
of the Divine revelation, will remain untouched through to the end of the world. The

:verse continues saying

; …” and with the truth it has come down “… 

:Concluding His statement, He says

.” and We have not sent you except as a Bearer of glad tidings and as a warner “…

.And you have got no right to introduce any changes in the context of the Qur’ān

****
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لاًیزِْنتَ هُانَْلَّزَنوَ  ثٍکُْم  یلَعَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هُأَرَْقتَِل  هُانَْقرَفَ  اًناءَرُْقوَ  ﴾ 106﴿

And (it is) Qur’ān which We have divided (in sections) so that you may read it to . “ 106
.” the people at a slow pace and We have sent it down gradually in portions

Commentary: verse 106

One of the objections of the pagans related to the fact as to why the Qur’ān has not

been revealed as a whole in one part, when they said: “… why has not the Qur’ān

(been revealed to him all at once? …”(1

.The verse under discussion is in response to their objection

As the verses of the Qur’ān relate to different events, and they are meant to meet the

requirements of all classes of the people throughout history, they are revealed in

sections so as to correspond to the various events, thus becoming more pleasant for

the audience. Would that ever be possible to collect all the events of 23 years in one

single day so that the problems raised therein be revealed in the Qur’ān instantly?

:The verses says

And (it is) Qur’ān which We have divided (in sections) so that you may read it to the “ 
.” people at a slow pace and We have sent it down gradually in portions

Incidentally, the gradual revelation implies the continuous relationship of the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with the source of revelation. However, instant revelation would not

guarantee such a relationship more than once. Moreover, an instructor and a

reformer must have a long term program in mind and
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must not be unaware of the new needs. Thus, the Holy Qur’ān does not contain only

instructive aspects but it also possesses some practical aspects as well, which must

be gradually implemented, and such an implementation of hundreds of

commandments in a society which has got hundreds of sorts of corruption, at once, is
.an impossibility

****
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نَوُّرخِیَ مْهِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُی  اذَإِ  هِِلْبقَ  نِم  مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  اوُنِمؤُْت  وْأَ لاَ  هِِب  اوُنِماءَ  لُْق  ﴾ 107﴿

اًدَّجسُ نِاقَذْلاَِل 

لاًوعُْفمََل اَن  -ِ بّرَ دُعْوَ  نَاکَ  نإِ  آَن  -ِ بّرَ نَاحَْبسُ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  ﴾ 108﴿

اًعوشُخُ مْهُدُیزِیَوَ  نَوکُْبیَ  نِاقَذْلاَِل  نَوُّرخِیَوَ  ﴾ 109﴿

Say: ‘Believe in it or believe not, (it makes no difference to Allah), verily, those . “ 107
who were given knowledge before it, when it is read to them, they fall down prostrate

.” on their faces, adoring

.” And they say: “Glory be to our Lord! Verily, our Lord’s promise is to be fulfilled . “ 108

.” And they fall down (in prostration) weeping and it adds up to their humility . “ 109

Commentary: verses 107-109

In this noble verse, and in the following one, the Lord has commanded His prophet to

remain rather heedless of such people who are companions of paganism and

‘Ignorance’. Whether they embrace the faith or they reject it altogether it does not

matter, for a better stock which includes those who are knowledgeable and who have

studied the heavenly Books, and have practiced according to the Divine religions,
have asserted their belief, confirming that he is the prophet who has been promised

to emerge in their authentic religious books, and whenever the Lord’s verses are read

to them, they fall to the ground, prostrating in face of all the Lord’s glory and for

implementing what is promised in their Divine Books that He appoints Muhammad

:(p.b.u.h.) as His Prophet and sends down the Book to him. The verse says
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Say: ‘Believe in it or believe not, (it makes no difference to Allah), verily, those who “ 
were given knowledge before it, when it is read to them, they fall down prostrate on

.” their faces, adoring

:This is what is intended by the promise mentioned in the verse which says

.” And they say: “Glory be to our Lord! Verily, our Lord’s promise is to be fulfilled “ 

By this, they mean: Our Lord’s promise is to be fulfilled. They express this way their

utmost commitment and faith towards the Divinity of the Lord and His pure Attributes

as well as to the promises He has kept. This is a speech within which, both, faith in

monotheism as well as the attributes of the Lord and His justice are included while the

prophecy of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and belief in resurrection are contained. Thus, they

.assemble all the religious principles in one concise sentence

Again in verse 109, to stress further the point, and the impact of those Divine verses as

well as of this loving prostration, the Qur’ān implies that they fall into a state of

prostration (involuntarily) and start crying, and the reading of these verses always

adds up to their modesty. They never stay in one state or mood, rather they try to

climb up toward the peak of development, and continuously their modesty increases.
‘Modesty’, is the state of humbleness and the physical and spiritual politeness, in

:which case one bows to the command of Allah and His obedience. The verse says

.” And they fall down (in prostration) weeping and it adds up to their humility “ 

Incidentally, the Qur’ānic term / yaxirrūna/ is derived from /xarīr/ in the sense of the

whispering of the sound of water which is flowing downward from up. This also refers

to those
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who, losing their control, fall into a state of prostration before Allah, worship Him in

their fairly loud voices. The Arabic term /’aŏqān/ is the plural form of /ŏaqan/ which

means ‘chin’, it signifies having absolute modesty, in which case, not only one’s
.forehead but his face and chin also touch the floor as well

In conclusion, another clear lesson drawn from the above verses relates to the

interrelationship of science with Faith. The Qur’ān implies whether you accept these

Divine verses or not, men of knowledge will not only accept them believing in them

but they also tend to fall into a state of prostration for the love of Allah which is like a
burning desire within them, letting their tears be shed in abundance from their eyes.
Their modesty and humbleness is then being augmented while, at the same time,

.their polite behaviour and their respect increases unto these verses

It is only those ignorant mean individuals who sometimes disregard heedlessly, and at

times ridicule, when confronting the facts: and even if such individuals happen to be

attracted to the faith, their belief would be weak, fleeting, and void of love, activity

.and of any warmth

Moreover, this meaning reflects a further emphasis on the obliteration of the empty

hypothesis of those who believe that religion has got a correlation with the ignorance

of mankind. The glorious Qur’ān, in contradiction with this claim, repeatedly stresses

the fact that science and religion are always associated with each other in various

circumstances. A deep and sustaining devotion in faith can only be attained in having

a deep knowledge, and knowledge borrows its weight in higher echelons from faith.
’‘Remember

****
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لاًیبسَ کَِلذَ  نَْیَب  غِتَْباوَ  اهَِب  تِْفاخَُت  لاَوَ  کَِتلاَصَِب  رْهَجْتَ  لاَوَ  ینَسْحُْلا  ءُآمسْلاَا  هُلَفَ  ْاوعُدْتَ  امَ  اًّیأَ  نَامَحَّْرلا  اوعُدْا  وِأَ  هََّللا  اوعُدْا  لُِق  ﴾ 110﴿

Say: ‘Call upon Allah, or call upon the Beneficent; whichever you call upon; then . “ 110
the best names belong to Him; and do not utter your prayer too aloud nor be silent

’.” with regard to it, and seek a way between that

Commentary: verse 110

In some of the commentaries, we have it that once the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was

praying in Masjid-ul-Haram, and was saying: “O’ Allah! O’ Rahmān!” Some people

thought he was calling two Gods one of whom was ‘Allah’ and the other one was

(Rahmān’ (Compassionate). The verse was revealed and wiped out that paradox.
((Tafsīr-Tibyān and Forqān

In other words, the pagans and the polytheists used to ask as to why the prophet

called the Lord by various names while he was claiming to be monotheist. The Qur’ān,
:answering them, says

; …” Say: ‘Call upon Allah, or call upon the Beneficent; whichever you call upon “ 

Whichever you choose, it makes no difference; He has got to have various good

:names

; …” then the best names belong to Him “… 

Those blindfolded individuals, at times, call a person or a place by different names,
each of which presents one part or a portion of its existence. Is it, therefore,
surprising that the Lord, whose Essence is infinite in every respect and Who is the

source of all perfections, bounties, and goodness, be called
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by one specific name for whatever He does with respect to that job and whatever

?virtue His Holy Essence Possesses

At the end of the holy verse, calling the attention to the discussion of the pagans in

Mecca who used to ask with regard to the prayers of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as to why

he used to recite his prayers with a loud voice, disturbing them, He commands the

.(: Prophet (p.b.u.h

and do not utter your prayer too aloud nor be silent with regard to it, and seek “… 
’.” between, that

The noble verse implies: Neither recite it with a loud voice, shouting it; nor in a state of

.whispering it, in which case your lips might be moving and no voice heard

Incidentally, we have it in the Shi‘ah and Sunni quotations that; The Lord has got 99
names, and whoever calls Him by one of them, will succeed and will be saved. (Tafsīr-

(i-Tabarī, Al-Mīzān, and Majma‘-ul-Bayān

However, we must know that when speaking of numerating of these names, it does

not mean that we utter them so as to enter the Paradise or become the one whose

.prayers are accepted

On the contrary, they are intended for us to be inculcated with the values attached to

them and implementing of those values relating to the names such as: Wise,
Compassionate, Merciful, Generous, and Blissful in ourselves so as to make us both

.worthy of the Paradise and make our prayers acceptable in all cases

****
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اًرَیِبکْتَ هُرْ  -ِ بّکَوَ   ِ لُّّذلا ٌّیِلوَ مِّ-نَ  هَُل  نکُیَ  مَْلوَ  کِْلمُْلا  یِف  کٌیرِشَ  هَُّل  نکُیَ  مَْلوَ  اًدَلوَ  ذْخَِّتیَ  مَْل  يذَِّلا  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  لُِقوَ  ﴾ 111﴿

And say: ‘(All) Praise is Allah’s, Who has not taken unto Him a son; nor has He got . “ 111
any partner in the Sovereignty; and there is not for Him any helper out of

.” humbleness.’ And magnify Him with all magnificence

Commentary:111

We finally arrive at the last verse of this Sura, the verse which ends with the praise of

Allah just as it started with the praising of His pure existence. In fact, this holy verse is
a conclusion, culminating all of the monotheistic issues of this Sura and the content of

:all those monotheistic concepts. Addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), He says

And say: ‘(All) Praise is Allah’s, Who has not taken unto Him a son; nor has He got any “ 
partner in the Sovereignty; and there is not for Him any helper

.’ …” out of humbleness

Such a Lord, with those attributes, stands far too superior to whatever you

conjecture. Thus, glorify Him and get to know His immensely boundless magnitude.
:The verse concludes

.” And magnify Him with all magnificence “… 

The above verse negates all assistance and generic like being for Allah whether be it
of a lower grade (like a son) or some counterpart for Him, (like a partner), or that one

(. who stands as superior, (like a guardian

The Late Tabarsī quotes from some commentators (in Majma‘-ul-Bayān) that this

verse provides the refutation of the belief of three groups: First, that of the Christians

and the Jews

p: 818

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5462 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


who regarded Allah as having a son; the secondly that of the Arab pagans who

regarded Him as having a partner; thirdly, that of those star-worshippers and the

.Zoroastrians who regarded Allah as having a guardian and an assistant

?In conclusion: What is ‘Takbīr’, or glorification of Allah

Here, the blissful Qur’ān commands the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) emphatically to glorify Allah.
This does not merely imply that one must believe in the glory of the Lord just by

’. saying the words ‘Allah is the greatest

This point is also worth considering that the belief in the glory of the Lord does not

imply that we regard Him as greater when comparing Him to other beings. Such a

comparison is by far irrelevant in principle and by definition. We must regard Him as

greater than in comparative terms, as Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has said in a concise and

meaningful speech. An Islamic tradition declares: Someone called on that Imam,
saying: ‘Allah is the greatest!’ The Imam asked him: “Of what is He greater or the

.” greatest? He answered: “Of all things

The Imam (a.s.) explained: “You confined Allah by saying that, as you made a

comparison between Him and other beings, then considering Him as superior.” That

man asked: “Then, what must I say?” He answered: “Say: Allah is far too superior to

(what one can characterize.” (Tafsīr-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn vol. 3, p. 239

A Persian poet declares: O’ You Who are superior to all imaginations, comparisons,
:conjectures, and hallucinations

.And also excelling in whatever we have seen, written, or heard

Our audience came to an end and our life is over, nevertheless, we are stuck in the

.first phases of our attempt at our depicting of your profile

p: 819
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Incidentally, some quotations from Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) indicates that the reading of this

verse has been considered as effective in removing of one’s dues, removing of

passing whims and passions, discarding of poverty, and expelling of diseases. (Tafsīr

(Borhān

****

O’ Lord! Replenish our heart and soul with the illumination of the lights of knowledge

and faith so that we can remain humble before Your grandeur, staying faithful to Your

promises and obeying fully Your commands, worshipping no one but You and relying

.on no one except on You

O’ Lord! Bestow upon us the means of success not to violate the frontiers of justice

.and moderation, avoiding all sorts of extremism

O’ Lord! We thank You; consider You as One; glorify You beyond what can be

explicable. You, too, provide us with forgiveness, make our determination ever

stronger and help us prevail over the enemies who have surrounded us from interior

and from exterior. Help us to join our victories to those ultimate victories of the

uprising of the promised Mahdī (a.s.), and provide us with the means for completing

.this commentary as it would be pleasing to You

Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us, and bestow on us from

(Your mercy, for You are, indeed, the Ever-Bestower. (’Āl-i-‘Imrān, verse 8

****

’The End Of Sura ’Isrā
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.(: Traditions narrated from the Immaculate (a.s

.(: The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h

Addressing Ali-Ibn-Abi-Tālib (a.s.), he said: “You are the guide, those who will be

guided after me will be guided through you.” P. 38

The quickest punishment for the sins is (that of) ingratitude of a blessing.” P. 167“

Whoever drinks wine, his prayers will not be answered for forty days and it is“
appropriate for him that Allah makes him drink the stinking and infectious water of

Hell.” P. 188

Ali and I are the fathers of this Ummah.” P. 221“

p: 832
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Be in virtue with the intelligence of the faithful, since he looks by the light of Allah.” He“
also reaffirmed: “Verily Allah has some servants who recognize people by

/tawassum/.” P. 328

There are certain Allah’s servants who know people by tokens.” P. 328 “ 

He who focuses on what others hold or possess, his troubles increase and his“
distress will not be treated.” P. 342

Dear uncle! My words are the Divine messages and I shall never give up preaching.”“
PP. 347, 348

If you place the moon into my one hand and the sun into another one, I shall not be“
stopped from performing my duty.” PP. 349, 350

All blessings are perishable except the ones which belong to those who reside in“
Paradise, and all depressions are temporary except the ones which belong to those

who are the dwellers of Hell.” P. 404

Verily the dwellers of Paradise will witness those compartment-dwellers from above “
their head just like you observing the morning star which has been left in the horizon

to the east or to the west.” P. 405

There are certain (blessings) in the Paradise which neither any eyes have seen nor“
anyone’s ears have heard; nor has it been revealed to any man’s heart.” P. 405

The least torment for the people of Hell on the day of resurrection will be to make“
them put on a pair of shoes made of fire which will cause their brains to boil because

of the intensity of their heat.” P. 405

Patience is the best mount. Allah has not provided any servant with sustenance “
better and wider than patience.” P. 423

He who loves to be the most virtuous of the people, then he must rely on Allah.” P. 423“

What a nice child a person’s daughter is! She is affectionate and of great help; she is“

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5489 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


one’s companion and she is clean while cleaning at the same time!” P. 447

Haste brings forth the people’s destruction; if the people did their jobs with“
deliberation, no one would annihilate.” P. 604

Allah admires that good act which is hastened to be performed.” P. 604“

p: 833
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The hierarchy of Paradise is accorded to each individuals according to the reasoning“
and power of wisdom of the dwellers of Paradise.” P. 622

Whoever obeys Allah’s command with regard to his parents, two of the gates of the“
Paradise will be laid wide open to Him; and if he obeys one (of them), one (of the gate-

ways of the Paradise will be left open for him).” P. 634

The person who obeys his parents and his Lord, will be assigned a highly-elevated“
position in Paradise.” P. 634

He who wishes his life be prolonged and his means of sustenance be made“
abundant, must treat his parents with kindness and observe the union of kindred.” P.

634

Do your fathers good so as your children also do you good. Turn your eyes away “
from the wives of others so that others turn away their eyes from your wives.” P. 635

Ali and I are the fathers of this Ummat.” P. 635“

Whoever takes three orphans under his protection is like the person who has spent a“
life-time in prayers at night, has continued on fasting all days and has continued

waging a holy war with his unshielded sword for Allah and he and I would be just two

brothers in Paradise like these two fingers.” P. 657, 658

Both the day and the night angels watch him.” P. 744“

The best among you are the ones who are polite in their speech; who feed the“
hungry; and who perform prayers deep into the night, when all people are asleep.” P.

752

He who performs ‘the night prayers’, his face (as well as his soul) will turn good on“
the following day.” P. 752

The best of the prayers, next to the compulsory prayers, are the ones (which one“
performs) deep into the night.” P. 754
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The two-unit-prayer which the child of Adam performs in the midst of late night is“
better for him than the world and what is in it. Were it not causing difficulties for my

herd ‘people’, certainly I would have made it compulsory for them (to perform).” P. 754

The late-night prayers will serve as a pleasant source for the Lord, the friendship of“
the angels, the practice of the prophets, the light of the gnosis (of Allah), the roots of

faith, a cause for providing calmness of the body, provoking the disgust of the Satan,
spearheading against the foes, a

p: 834
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means of acceptance for one’s invocation, acceptance of one’s deeds, and blessings

for one’s means of sustenance. The late-night prayers also serve as an intercessor

between the performer of the prayers and the Angel of Death, as a light for his grave,
as a carpet under him, as a respondent for the ‘Nakīr and Munkar’, an associate and a

visitor for man deep in his grave till the Day of Resurrection.” P. 755

When a person gets up from his pleasure-providing bed while he has got his eyes full“
of sleep, in order to please his Lord, Glory be to His Mighty, by his late-night prayers,
the Lord takes pride by it to the angels: saying: ‘Do you not watch this My servant,
who has got up from his pleasant bed to perform the prayers which I have not

compelled him to do? Do bear witness that, verily, I have pardoned him’.” P. 755

I have left two (important) things among you so as not to get astray when grabbing“
the two. One is the Qur’ān, the other one is my family household.” P. 767

The Qur’ān’s excellence over other words and speeches is like the Lord’s superiority“
over all creatures.” P. 767

Keep always yourselves reminiscent of the Qur’ān, for the Qur’ān is a ‘useful cure’, a“
‘blissful remedy’, and guards off him who appeals to it; and it salvages him who

follows it.” P. 768

Those involved in the Qur’ān’s matters excel the highest human position next to the“
prophets and the Divine envoys. Thus, do not overlook and downplay (them and) their

rights, for they are valued greatly before Allah.” P. 768

The best ones among you are those who learn and teach the Qur’ān.” P. 768“

Read the Qur’ān and practice accordingly. Do not distance yourselves from it; do not“
exaggerate over it, do not earn a living by it; and, do not seek superiority through it.”

P. 769

He who reads the Qur’ān and does not act accordingly, the Almighty will muster him“
blind and tormented on the day of resurrection.” P. 769
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.(: Imam Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s

Allah reckons the deeds of all mankind in the Hereafter in the same way that He

sustains all humankind.” P. 24

Cutting off of one’s relationship with the relatives leads to poverty.” P. 81“

Cutting off one’s relationship with his relatives, spoils all of (one’s) blessings.” P. 81“

When you are afraid of something, cast yourself in it.” P. 108“

There is no good in pleasures which are ensued by the Fire of Hell” P. 111“

Continue (the act of) thanksgiving so as your favour becomes continuous.” P. 167“

Thanking for the blessing causes it to be preserved from alteration and guarantees“
its sustenance.” P. 167

The result of showing gratitude is the multiplication of the favours.” P. 167“

Any blessing for which gratitude is expressed does not terminate; and when“
ingratitude is shown, it will not last long.” P. 167

Verily, the friend of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) is he who obeys Allah though he may be“
distanced by his blood. And verily the foe of Muhammad is he who disobeys Allah

though he might be near to him (p.b.u.h.) by his blood.” P. 222

The sources of all knowledge and the delight of the heart are in the Qur’ān.” P. 243“

Allah rendered the earth in a sustaining form by fixing in it gigantic stones and firm“
mountains.” P. 377

Be in owe of that kind of fire the heat of which is excessive, the depth of which is“
intensive, the ornament of which is of iron, and the drinks of it consist of warm

sewage made up of blood mixed with puss.” P. 405

At the time when ‘Zaqqūm’ (a tree in Hell out of which the hell-dwelling people feed“
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themselves) and ‘Zarī‘’ (a substance in hell which is bitter, stinking and burning) boils

up in their stomach in Hell, those people will ask for a drink, then they will be provided

with the drink of ‘Ghassāq and Sadīd’, which are in turn made up of sewage secretions

mixed with abscess secretion and blood. They will thus be made to drink

p: 836
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the dirty liquid consistently, which would not quench their thirst. They aspire towards

death, though they will not die so as to be made to receive terrible punishment the

fullest. The Qur’ān says: “He will drink it little by little which he can hardly swallow

agreeably, and death will come to him from every side, while he will not be about to

die, and there will be a severe chastisement before him.” P. 406

O’ people! Be patient, because he who has not patience has not religion.” P. 423“

Whatever news about you, as well as the history of the past nations, the future“
generations, the skies and the earth all have been stated in the Qur’ān.” P. 508

Justice is achieved once you provide people with their due rights, and kindness is“
applied when you do them a favour.” P. 511

Telling lie is disgrace in the world and will cause the punishment of Fire in the “
Hereafter.” P. 543

One can not be blessed with faith unless he abandons lying whether it is in the form“
of a joke or is seriously said.” P. 543

He who looks at it with insight, (regarding it as a means of vision), it will bestow him“
sight; and he who regards it as an end in itself, then it will blind him.” P. 623

Beware! Surely this world is a place from which protection cannot be sought except“
(while one is) in it.” P. 624

Appealing to you in Allah’s name again and again, concerning the issue of the“
orphans, lest they should feel hungry on and off, and lest they should die for your not

attending to them.” P. 658

Be kind towards the orphans; treat the beggars in a gentle way and get along well“
with them, and, finally, be kind and compassionate with the weak.” P. 658

The best way of being good is showing kindness towards the orphans.” P. 658“

Allah has created all creatures into 3 different categories: Angels, Animals and“
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Human Beings. The angels have got reasoning without any passion or fury but

without intellect. The animals are collections of passions and fury. But, man is a

collection unity of both; one of which must prevail. If his reason overcomes his

passion, he will be superior to

p: 837
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the angels, and if his passions dominate his reason, he will be just inferior to animals.”
P. 724

The worst kind of blindness, is the blindness at heart.” P. 732“

Getting up at night for prayers will enhance one’s health of body, will please Allah,“
Almighly and Glorious, and will attract His favour, and, finally, will (enable one to)

follow in the ethical course of the prophets.” P. 752

Verily the Qur’ān consists a cure for the greatest ailments, namely unbelief,“
hypocrisy, revolt, and seductions.” P. 763

.(: Fātimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s

Once asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for a maid to help her with her chores. He answered:
“There are four hundred in the mosque who have no food and clothing. Were the case

not so, I would appoint a maid servant for you.” He then taught her the ‘hymms’
known as ‘Tasbīhyāt’ which are called as: ‘Tasbīhāt-i-Hadrat-i-Zahrā’. PP. 641, 642

.(: Imam Hussayn (a.s

:At the time of martyrdom of his son, Ali ’Asqar, by expressing

O my son! Be patient with the Truth even if it is bitter!” P. 92“

It is easy over me for verily it is before Allah.” P. 104“

.(: Imam Sajjād, Zaynul-‘Ābidīn Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn (a.s

Abstain from association and avoid the company of those who cut off their“
relationship with their relatives, for I have found them cursed in the Qur’ān”. P. 94

If there were not one verse in the Qur’ān, I would foretell for you all the events of the“
past and the future until the Day of Resurrection.” P. 140

Whenever, I remember my sins (and Your justice and Your wrath), I cry, but when I “
consider Your grace and Your forgiveness, I regain hope.” Pp. 105, 106
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Man is not entitled to say what he wants.” P. 663“

p: 838
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.(: Imam Bāqir (a.s

He said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Kindness towards one’s parents and union of

kindred facilitates one’s settlement of his accounts.” P. 81

There are some events which are certain to happen while there are others which are“
dependent on some conditions and circumstance with Allah, each of which He deems

He precedes it and each of which He wills He effaces it and confirms the other, as He

chooses.” P. 133

Some events are certain to happen and they do become realized. And there are“
some other events which are depended on conditions and are conditional before

Allah; whichever He deems fit, He will give it the priority and whichever He pleases,
He will efface out, and whichever He pleases, He will confirm.” P. 140

This process goes on at the time of Hadrat-i-Mahdī (a.j.) when no one will remain on“
the earth unless he confesses to the prophetic mission of Mohammad (p.b.u.h.).” P. 143

The days of Allah refer to: the day on which the uprising of the promised Mahdī (a.s.)“
takes place, and to the day of Return to life, as well as the Resurrection day.” PP. 161,

162

Someone asked him about the commentary of this verse, and he answered: ‘The“
objective is that Allah has created the mines of gold, silver, jewels and other metals in

mountains.” P. 281

Patience is of two categories: Patience upon calamities, which is good and beautiful;“
and the best of the two is the patience in avoiding of the prohibitions.” P. 423

We are ‘Ahl-uth-Thikr’.” P. 425“

Whatever is needed by the Ummah has already been mentioned in the Qur’ān, and“
whatever you hear from me, I shall provide its Qur’ānic documentation if you ask.” P.

508

This noble verse (94) is about the ‘mastership’ of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.), and“

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5501 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


allegiance with him, and when it was revealed, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) addressing the

people, declared: “ Convey your greetings to Ali (a.s.) as the leader of the believers.” P.
520

The clean sustenance is the same useful knowledge.” P. 725“

p: 839
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Nothing is as important as the issue of leadership (Wilayah)” P. 727“

Whoever does not acquire the true spiritual benefit by witnessing the creation, is far“
worse blinded in the Hereafter which he has not witnessed.” P. 732

The declining of the sun signifies its fading away (from the meridian circle), and the“
Arabic phrase /qasaq-ul-layl/ denotes ‘midnight’. These are the four set of prayers

which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) designated for people, confirming the time, and the

Qur’ānic phrase /qur’ān-ul-fajr/ refers to the morning prayer.” PP. 742, 743

The meaning of these Divine words is that: ‘Once the living Imam (a.s.) rises up, the“
fake administration will be up-rooted’.” P. 760

.(: Imam Sādiq (a.s

The unseen signifies what has not existed and /šahādat/ (seen) signifies what has

existed already. P. 42

We are among those who keep their patience though our Shi‘ite followers are more“
patient than us, for our patience is upon what we know, but they are keeping their

patience as to what they do not know.” P. 90

We are the children of Hadrat Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and our mother has been“
Fātimah (a.s.). And Allah has given none of the prophets anything which has not been

provided for Hadrat Mohammad (p.b.u.h.).” P. 131

Allah has pledged faith in /bidā’/ accompanied with Unity from all prophets.” P. 138“

Allah, Almighty and Glorious, sent no prophets except that He took these three“
pledges from him: Confession as to be subservient and subject to Allah; negation of all

kinds of paganism; and the acceptance of this creed that Allah gives priority to

whatever He pleases and delays whatever He pleases.” P. 140

Whoever was given a favor and by his heart made confessions as to having that and“
thanked Allah with his speech, praising Him, no later would he have finished uttering

his words than Allah would have commanded that his blessings be augmented.” P. 165
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Avoiding sins is (a knid of) being grateful for the favours.” P. 166“

p: 840
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There are three things with which provide no harm: praying when one is in difficulty,“
asking for forgiveness when one is sinning, and showing gratitude when one is

affluent.” P. 167

The gratitude for the blessings is avoiding the prohibitions, and the totality of“
thankfulness is that one says: ‘(All) praise is (only) Allah’s, the Lord of the Worlds’.” P.

167

Do you want me to tell you what your question is before you ask your question?” P.“
327

We are those who think and take instructive lessons. The path towards happiness“
has been designated and embedded in us. This path is the way towards Paradise.” P.

328

The ‘star’ reflects the Messenger of Allah, and ‘symbols’ alludes to the Imams (a.s.)”
And Imam Sādiq (a.s.) also states: “ We are the symbols”. P. 379

Verily there exists a desert in the Hell for the arrogant which is named /saqar/. The“
excessive and intensive heat of it will be the main cause of their complaint when they

will ask Allah to allow it to breathe, then He will allow it, so it will breathe and put the

Hell on fire.” P. 405

Swearing to Allah, we are the blessings which Allah has accorded His servants, and“
only under the auspices of us the people will be salvaged.” P. 498

There is an ‘Imam’ a ‘leader’ for every nation and for every period with whom people“
will be mustered.” P. 499

By Allah! we are knowledgeable about everything which is in the skies and on the“
earth, and whatever is between them, as well as what is in Paradise or in Hell.” P. 508

This noble verse (94) is about the ‘mastership’ of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen (a.s.), and“
allegiance with him, and when it was revealed, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) addressing the

people, declared: “ Convey your greetings to Ali (a.s.) as the leader of the believers.” P.
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520

A group of the Children of Israel used to enjoy such an affluent life that they used to“
build small statues out of the food-stuffs and, at times, they used to clean their bodies

with them. Consequently, they were led to the point where they were compelled to

eat out of those spoiled unclean

p: 841
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food-stuffs, which is the case that Allah referred to in the Qur’ān, saying: “And Allah

sets forth a parable: a township that was secure, at rest, …” P. 557

A man turned up before the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah!“
Whom should I do kindness to?’ He answered: ‘To your mother!’ Again, he asked:
‘Next to my mother, to whom (should I be kind)?’ He answered: ‘To your mother!’
Again, that man asked: ‘After her, to whom (should I do good)?’ He answered again:
‘To your mother.’ And, finally, he asked: ‘Following my mother, to whom (should I do

good next)?’ He replied: ‘To your father’.” P. 635

He who consumes something in ways other than the path of obedience of Allah, is a“
‘squanderer’.” P. 637

The right of Ali-Ibn-Abi-Tālib (a.s.) which has been due to him, has been succession“
to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) and having the prophetic sciences.” P. 638

Ears, eyes, and hearts will be questioned for haying listened, having seen, and for“
having kept memories.” P. 663

Do you not express your praise and gratitude to Allah? When the resurrection day“
comes, the Lord will call every nation along with the one whose leadership it has

accepted. We will be called along with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and you will be along with

us. Where do you think you will be taken to then? By the Lord of Ka‘bah to Paradise.”
P. 728

The Almighty has enjoined Muslims to establish four prayers, the beginning of which“
starts at the declining of the sun, ‘at moon’, and which ends at ‘midnight’.” P. 742

Never stop getting up at night for prayers; he who is deprived of the getting up at“
night for prayers and for worship, is the one who is aggrieved.” P. 752

There are three points which serve as (a source of) pride for the believers and would“
be as an ornamental gift in this world and the next: Prayers in the depth of the night,
being heedless of what is in the hands of other people, and, ‘the wilāyat’, (love and

leadership) of the Imam from among the progeny of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.).” P. 753, 754
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Whatever of good acts performed by a believer has been mentioned with its reward“
explicitly in the Qur’ān, except that of the night prayers which Allah has not mentioned

in a transparent way because of the

p: 842
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extraordinary importance of it. He has only stated that: ‘They forsake their beds of

sleep, the while they call on their Lord in fear and hope. And they spend (in charity) out

of the sustenance which We have bestowed on them.’ Nonetheless, no one knows as

to what kind of reward Allah has in mind for their remuneration for their acts which

causes their eyes to be enlightened.” P. 754

When a man commits sin, he will be deprived of performing his late-night prayers.“
Truly, an evil act, ‘a sin’, serves as a sharper means on the person involved than a

knife cutting meat.” P. 755

There is no good that a servant does but there has been stated a reward for it in the“
Qur’ān, except for late-night prayers which Allah has not defined its reward because

of its importance with Him.” P. 756

He has told a lie who thinks he will starve in spite of having performed late-night“
prayers, for verily the late-night prayers guarantee the means of sustenance of the

day.” P. 756

The believer who reads the Qur’ān and practices it in his youth, the Qur’ān is mixed“
with his flesh and bones (and blood), and the Lord places him alongside the great

envoys (the prophets and the Imams) and the benevolent people, and, the Qur’ān

acts as his advocating defendant in the doomsday.” P. 768

It is appropriate for a believer not to die before learning the Qur’ān or being engaged“
in learning it.” P. 768

.(: Imam Mūsa-ibn-Ja‘far, Al-Kāzim, (a.s

Verse 20 of Sura Ar-Ra‘d is reveled with regard to the position of the household of

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and their guardianship. This is the covenant of Allah. P. 76

Some one called on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him about the rights of parents.“
He answered: ‘One must not call them by name. (They must be addressed as: My

Father…!) He should not go in front of them when walking; and should not seat

himself before his parent. One must not be acting in such a way as to be blamed for
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his parents. He must not behave such a manner that people say: ‘Hoping that Allah

does not forgive your father for having done such a job’.” PP. 632, 633

p: 843
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There is a tradition narrated from Imam Bāqir and Imam Kāzim (a.s.) concerning the

issue of ‘Wilāyat’ (Succession) of Hadrat Ali (a.s.), in which, the Lord has made certain

recommendations to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) through revelations. The Lord has revealed

this verse in order to make the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) remain heedless of the jealousy of

the people and their rejection as well as their intolerant attitudes, and to invalidate

the attempts of the pagans for making the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) exceed the limits. P. 734

Someone asked Imam Sādiq (a.s.): ‘How is it that the more the Qur’ān has been read“
and publicized, the more its refreshing aspect is being added to?’ Imam Sādiq (a.s.)
answered: ‘It is because the Lord has not appointed it for a particular time and a

certain people. Thus, it is ever fresh and new for every nation in every new epoch until

the day of resurrection’.” P. 768

.(: Imam Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā (a.s

The border of the trust is that, by belief in Allah, you be scared of none.” P. 178“

Imām Ridā (a.s.) was asked about the limit of reliance. He said: “It is that you do not

fear any one other than Allah.” P. 423

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said to the chief men of some religions in a session that among the

miracles of the Messenger of Islam is one which reveals a poor orphan who has been

an illiterate shepherd, being in possession of a Book ‘the explanation of every thing’
and that all news of the past and future until the Hereafter be recorded in it. P. 508, 509

The issue of ‘Imamat’ (leadership) exhibits the position of the prophets and is a“
heritage of the forerunners. It tackles with the issue of substitution of Allah and the

prophetic mission of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as well as the position of Amir-ul-
Mu’mineen (a.s.) along with the replacement by Imam Hassan, as well as Imam

Hussayn (a.s.).” Then he said: “The Imam introduces those issues which are as

‘allowed’ by Allah as they are, and the ones which are regarded ‘forbidden’ by the

Lord as such. The Imam seeks to establish the limits which are ordained by Allah and

he defends the Lord’s religion, and invites (the people) to the path of Allah through

wisdom, good admonitions, and self-explanatory proofs. And, finally, the Imam is the
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rein and head of the religion, order of
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Muslims, the benefit to the believers in the world and their glory.” Again, he remarked:
“The ‘Imam’ is the flourishing root of Islam and the ‘prime branch’ of it. The ‘Imam’ is
an honest friend, a kind and friendly father, a truly-loyal brother and a companion,
just like an affectionate and honest mother towards her young child, and a refuge for

Allah’s servants.” Then, he said: “The ‘Imam’ is the Lord’s trustee on the earth and

among His people. He is the Lord’s proof for His servants and is His substitute in the

cities. He calls (the people) to Allah and defends His sanctuaries.” PP. 728, 729

Beware of the late-night prayers! There is no servant, who gets up late of night and“
does perform prayers in eight units, and Shaf‘ prayer into two units, and the ‘Watr’
prayer in one unit, seeking forgiveness of Allah seventy times in his ‘Qunūt’, save that

Allah will spare him the chastisement of the grave and that of the Fire, prolong his

lifetime for him, and will provide a wider range of means in his sustenance.” P. 754

:Imam Hassan ‘Askarī

All evil and nasty things are placed in a room, the key to which is ‘telling lies’.” P. 543“

U

Ubayd-ibn-Zarārah: 755

Uhud Battle: 576

Ulul-‘Azm: 694

Umar-ibn-‘Abd-ul-‘Azīz: 638

Umayyads: 204, 209, 707, 708

Ummat: 192, 507, 508, 636

Unseen and seen, a definition: 42

V

Various sins: 430
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Virtue, the meaning of: 575, 580
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W

Watr, prayer: 756

Wilāyah: 78

Walīd-ibn-Muqayrah: 512

Y

Yaghīn: 349

Yahyā: 591

Yunus: 137

Yusuf: 596, 807

Yazid: 707

Z

Zabūr: 695

Zacharia: 591

Zahra, Hadrat, (a.s.): 379

Zakāt (alms): 79, 360

For the collection of: 463-

Zamakhsharī: 173

Zamzam: 253

Zaqqūm: 399, 406, 707

Zarārah: 742
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In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Introduction

As it was mentioned in the introduction of book No. 3, every volume of this series was

decided to be compiled rather concisely, containing two parts of the Qur’ān. This

decision was followed up to book No. 6, which went beyond two parts in order that

Sura At-Taubah to be completed and then the substitutive volume could begin with

.Sura Yunus

In this course, unfortunately the translation, publication and distribution of books 7
and 8, because of some reasons, one of which was given a hint through the

abovementioned introduction, postponed and, now, fortunately this book, No. 9,
containing parts 15 and 16, has been prepared to be offered to you, the dear eager

reader of the commentary of the Holy Qur’ān. We also hope, with the help of Allah,
that those couple of books to be available in the market soon in near feature to fill this

.undesirable gap

As usual, again and again we ask Allah, the Exalted, that He helps us, as ever before,
.and assists us to complete this sacred endeavour successfully

May He (s.w.t.) guide and assist all of us by the light of the Qur’ān to pave its Straight

.Path further and further, for we are always in need of His favours

The scientific and Religious Research Center

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid ‘Abbās Sadr-‘Āmilī

The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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(Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18 (110 verses

:The Feature of the Sura

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Al-Kahf

(The Cave)

(No.18 (110 verses in 12 sections

This Sura contains one hundred and ten verses, all of which were revealed in Mecca,
.except verse 28

In this holy Sura, the story of the Companions of the Cave (Kahf), the story of Moses

and Khidr (a.s), the story of Zulqarnayn, and some awakening materials about Origin

.and End have been discussed

The pagans of Quraysh sent some persons from Mecca to Medina to ask the reality of

the event of the advent of Hadrat Muhammad Mustafā (p.b.u.h.) and the signs of his

truthfulness from the scholars of the Jews who were living there. The Jewish scholars

told those persons, who were sent by the pagans, that they would ask him (p.b.u.h.)
about three subjects. The Jewish scholars said if Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) answered two

.subjects and restrained from answering the third one, he would be True

Those subjects were about: the Companions of the Cave, Zulqarnayn, and the Soul.
They said: if Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) could answer the questions of ‘the Companions of

the Cave’ and ‘Zulqarnayn’, but he did not answer the question about the Soul, he was

(a Divine Prophet. (The Commentary of Durr-ul-Manthūr

****
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:The Virtue of the Recitation of this Sura

There are many traditions recorded upon the virtue of this Sura and the effects of its

recitation. Among them is that: whoever recites this Sura by the night before Friday, it
.causes his sins to be forgiven, and he will be involved in Allah’s Mercy

Of course, as it has been repeatedly said, recitation of the holy verses of the Qur’ān

accompanied with understanding and fulfilling them accordingly, is the secret of

.obtaining the blessings of the Qur’ān

****
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Section 1:Warning against the belief that Allah has taken a Son

Point

The Qur’ān gives warnings and glad tidings – The falsehood of Allah

taking a son is proved – The Messenger Muhammad distressed

.for disbelievers – The Companions of the Cave

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

اجَوَعِ هَُّل  لعَجْیَ  مَْلوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  هِدِْبعَ  یلَعَ  لَزَنأَ  يذَِّلا  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  - 1

اًنسَحَ اًرجْأَ  مْهَُل  َّنأَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  نَوُلمَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  ِ-رَ  شّبَُیوَ هُْندَُّل  نِم  اًدیدِشَ  اًسأَْب  رَذِنُی  اًم لِّ- -ِ یّقَ - 2

اًدَبأَ هِیِف  نَیِثکِامَ  - 3

All) praise is (only) Allah’s, Who sent down upon His servant the Book (the Qur’ān) . “ ) 1
. ” and did not make in it any crookedness

A Book which is, over other heavenly Books,) guardian, to give warning of a . “ ) 2
severe punishment from Him, and to give good tidings unto the believers who do

. ” righteous deeds, that there will be for them a goodly reward

. ” Where in they will abide for ever . “ 3
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Commentary: verses 1-3

Point

At the beginning of this Sura, Allah, the Pure, has taught His servants how to praise

Him for His greatest bounty. He has pointed out that His most important bounty is the

very Qur’ān which He has revealed to His Messenger, and it is the only cause of their

.salvation

As well as some other Suras of the Qur’ān, Sura Al-Kahf has begun with Allah’s praise;

and since praise and thanksgiving is usually for an important quality and a

praiseworthy thing, here, the holy verse has stated it for the revelation of the Qur’ān

:which is far from any crookedness and obliquity. The verse says

All) praise is (only) Allah’s, Who sent down upon His servant the Book (the Qur’ān) “ )
. ” and did not make in it any crookedness

Then, the next verse adds, implying that it is fixed, straight, and guardian over other

:heavenly Books

,…” A Book which is, over other heavenly Books,) guardian “)

This word, /qayyiman/, which has been applied as an epithet for the Qur’ān, is both an

emphasis on the straightness and temperance of the Qur’ān which is free from any

contradiction, and a hint to the eternity of this great Book. It is also an example for:
the protection of authenticities, the improvement of obliquities, guarding the Divine

.ordinances and human beings’ justice and excellence

This epithet, /qayyim/(guardian), is, in fact, a derivation of the guardianship of Allah by

.which He is the protector and guardian of all existing things of the world

:Then, the verse continues saying
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, … ” to give warning of a severe punishment from Him “ …

Immediately after that meaning, the verse indicates that this Book gives glad tidings

unto those true believers who always do praiseworthy and righteous deeds for which

:they will be recompensed a good reward. It says

and to give good tidings unto the believers who do righteous deeds, that there will “ …

. ” be for them a goodly reward

This reward will be the eternal Paradise, wherein they will dwell for ever. Here is the

:statement of the verse

. ” Wherein they will abide for ever “ 

:Explanations

Among all the suras of the Qur’ān only the following suras begin with the holy . 1
phrase: “ (All) praise is (only) Allah’s); in three of which the speech is upon the creation

:of the world of existence

Al-Hamd, Al-’An‘ām, Sabā, Fātir, and Al-Kahf. In Sura Al-Hamd, training is spoken of,
while here, in this verse, the words are upon the heavenly Book. As if, existence and

creation accompanied with ‘the Book of Law’ are two wings for training the human

.beings

The Arabic word /’i‘wijāj/ in context means: ‘deviation, and crookedness ’. In Arabic, . 2
the term /‘awaja/ is used for physical phenomena while the term /‘iwaja/ is applied for

non-physical phenomena. The author of Tibyān, a book of Commentary, has applied

the term /‘awaja/ for human beings and the term /‘iwaja/ for other than human

.beings

In this course, the Qur’ānic term /qayyim/has been used in the sense of: ‘an erector,
’. and arranger
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The previous Sura has begun with the holy phrase “Glory be to Him Who … ”, and . 3
this Sura with the holy

phrase “(All) praise is (only) Allah’s …”. Glorification and praise are usually mentioned

.beside each other

Wherever the word /‘abdahū/ is mentioned absolutely in the Qur’ān, it means the . 4
holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Its example are such as: Sura Al-Furqān, No.25, verse one,
where it says: “… Who sent down the Furqān upon His servant … ”; Sura An-Najm, No.
53, verse 10, where it says: “And He revealed to His servant …”; Sura Al-Hadīd, No.57,
verse 9, which says: “ … Who sends upon His servant …”; and Sura Az- Zumar, No.39,

? … ” verse 36 says: “ Is not Allah sufficient for His servant

The bounty of ‘the Book and Law’ is so important that Allah has praised Himself for . 5
.it

The Qur’ān is the guardian of other heavenly Books and it contains all the necessary . 6
expedients of the servants. There is no contradiction, excess and defect, and

(. deviation in it. It invites both to raising and has raised to invite, (qayyiman

****
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اًدَلوَ هَُّللا  ذَخََّتا  اوُلاقَ  نَیذَِّلا  رَذِْنُیوَ  - 4

اًبذِکَ َّلاإِ  نَوُلوقُیَ  نإِ  مْهِهِاوَْفأَ  نِْم  جُرُخْتَ  هًمَِلکَ  تْرَُبکَ  مْهِِئآَبلاِ  لاَوَ  مٍْلعِ  نِْم  هِِب  مهَُل  امَ  - 5

:And to warn those who say . “ 4

’. ” Allah has taken (to Himself) a son‘

They have no knowledge of it, nor had their fathers, Grievous is the word that . “ 5
. ” comes out of their mouths. They speak naught but a lie

Commentary: verses 4-5

Those who believe that Allah has a child

There was mentioned a warning in the previous holy verse, yet because of the

importance of the deviation of polytheists concerning the idea that ‘Allah has taken (to

.Himself) a son’, the warning has been repeated again in this verse

Regarding other verses of the Qur’ān, too, the accusation of taking son unto Allah had

been counted a great slender which was spread about among polytheists. The

Christians spoke of: ‘the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost’, too. The Jews also

considered Ezra as God’s son. Polytheists thought of the angels as the daughters of

.God, while this belief adapts neither with reality nor with logic and wisdom

However, in this holy verse, the Qur’ān has referred to one of the common deviations

of the opponents of Islam, among these opponents are the Christians, the Jews and

:polytheists, where it says

And to warn those who say: ‘Allah has taken “ 

’. ” to Himself) a son)
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This verse warns both the Christians for the belief that Messiah is the son of God, and

the Jews for having the belief that Ezra is God’s son, and polytheists for that they

.consider the angels as God’s daughters

****

Then, in order to make futile such baseless and false claims, the Qur’ān pays to a

:basic principle, and says

, … ” They have no knowledge of it, nor had their fathers “ 

They say this meaning, while by which they utter a great vain thing without having

:any knowledge. The verse continues saying

Grievous is the word that comes out of “ …

. … ” their mouths

Allah, and being a body? Allah, and having a son? Allah and having material needs?

:Allah, and being limited? How terrible words they are! Yes, it is such that

. ” They speak naught but a lie “ …

****
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اًفسَأَ ثِیدِحَْلا  اذَهِب  اوُنِمؤُْی  مَّْل  نإِ  مهِرِاَثاءَ  یلَعَ  کَسَْفَّن  عٌخِاَب  کََّلعَلَفَ  - 6

,Then maybe you will fret yourself to death with grief, following after them . “ 6

(. ” if they do not believe in this Message (the Qur’ān

Commentary: verse 6

.The Arabic term /asaf/ indicates to a stage of sorrow more intensive than grief

This verse refers to the utmost sympathy of the prophets. It seems that the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) has been resembled to a person who observes that his most beloved

members are separating from him and he is looking at them with sigh from behind

.their backs

Sympathy and regret upon other’s aberration is a value, and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is
.always the most compassionate one among people

A leader should be mindful of the improvement of the believes and deeds of people

.and he ought not to cease looking after them

:Therefore, the verse says

Then maybe you will fret yourself to death with grief, following after them, if they do “ 
not believe

(. ” in this Message (the Qur’ān

That is why, in the next verse, the Qur’ān implies that he (p.b.u.h.) must not be

.grievous, because the world is the place of trial for them

****
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لاًمَعَ نُسَحْأَ  مْهُُّیأَ  مْهُوَُلْبنَِل  اهََّل  هًنَیزِ  ضِرْلاَا  یلَعَ  امَ  انَْلعَجَ  اَّنإِ  - 7

اًزرُجُ اًدیعِصَ  اهَْیلَعَ  امَ  نَوُلعِاجََل  اَّنإِوَ  - 8

Verily We have appointed whatever is on the earth as an ornament for it, so that . “ 7
:We may try them

. ” which of them is best in conduct

. ” And (at the end) We will surely make whatever is on it (as) barren ground . “ 8

Commentary: verses 7-8

The Arabic word /sa‘īd/ has been applied for soil and whatever absolutely is on the

ground. The Qur’ānic holy term /juruz/ means ‘a land without any plant’. Allah has

settled the phrase /liyabluwakum/, which relates to the trial of people, between the

(. term /ja‘alnā/ (We have appointed) and the term /jā‘ilūn/ (will surely make

One of these two words relates to the prosperity of the earth and the other relates to

its barrenness, to be a hint that people’s trial is located amongst prosperity,
freshness, barrenness and sorrows. But, what is important in this course is the deed

.of man and his success

It is narrated in a tradition that the purpose of the phrase /’ahsanu ‘amalā/ (best in

conduct) is a wisely action accompanied with piety which should have been reserved

(for Hereafter, too. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the Commentary

The apparent reason of disbelief of the infidels is often their neglectful entire

:attention to the beauties of the world. The verse says
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, … ” Verily We have appointed whatever is on the earth as an ornament for it “ 

Whatever is found on the earth, such as: gardens, flowers, fruits, animals, water

sources, mains, colours, and good smells are all ornaments for the earth. But, for the

.developed and pious people, Faith and piety are their main ornaments

Ornaments are the means of trial in order to be determined who amongst people has

been deluded and sells himself, and who, by means of continence and piety, uses

these ornaments as a preparation for his righteous deeds. Thus, the holy verse

:continues saying

. ” so that We may try them: which of them is best in conduct “ …

This part of the verse is a warning to all humankind and to all Muslims that, in the

course of this trial, they should not be deceived by some dazzling glares and the

abundance of their deeds, but they ought to try to be regardful of goodness of deeds.
The beauty of flowers and the nature itself is perishable, but a good deed is fixed and

remaining. These different bounties, these ranks and social positions, and the like of

them, are not perpetual either. There will come a day when there will remain but a dry

and silent graveyard from these societies. This fact is a great instructive lesson. The

:verse says

. ” And (at the end) We will surely make whatever is on it (as) barren ground “ 

****
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اًبجَعَ انَِتایَاءَ  نِْم  اوُناکَ  مِیِقَّرلاوَ  فِهْکَْلا  بَاحَصْأَ  َّنأَ  تَْبسِحَ  مْأَ  - 9

اًدشَرَ اَنرِْمأَ  نِْم  انََل  ِ-ءْ  یّهَوَ هًمَحْرَ  کَندَُّل  نِم  انَِتاءَ  آنََّبرَ  اوُلاقَفَ  فِهْکَْلا  یَلإِ  هُیَْتفِْلا  يوَأَ  ذْإِ  - 10

Or do you think that the people of the Cave and of the inscription were of Our . “ 9
? ” wonderful signs

When the youths sought refuge unto the Cave, then they said: ‘Our Lord! Grant us . “ 10
’. ” mercy from Your Presence, and provide for us in our affair a right course

Occasion of Revelation: verses 9-10

Several chiefs of Quraysh sent two friends of theirs toward the Jewish scholars in

Medina in order to investigate about the invitation of the holy Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) and to know whether there had been anything recorded in the former Books

.concerning his advent

The couple of men went to Medina and communicated with the Jewish scholars

therein. Those scholars told them to go to Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and ask him three

questions. If he could answer two of them, he was a true prophet from the side of the

.Lord, otherwise he was a liar and they could decide about him whatever they wished

They were told to ask what the story of the youths was, who, in ancient times,
.separated from their tribe, because they had a wonderful adventure
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Also, they should ask him (p.b.u.h.) who the man was who traveled round the world

.and reached the East and the West of the earth, and what his story was

.They would also ask about the reality of the soul

.Those two men went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him their questions

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told them that he might answer them the next day, while he did

not mention the holy phrase: ‘If Allah wills’. It passed fifteen days and nights that

.(. there revealed no revelation from the side of Allah unto the Prophet (p.b.u.h

That circumstance was heavy upon him (p.b.u.h.). But, finally, Gabriel appeared and

brought Sura Al-Kahf from Allah, wherein there was the explanation of the story of

those youths and also the story of that traveller around the world. Besides that,
Gabriel brought him (p.b.u.h.) the verse saying: “They ask you concerning the spirit;

(say ‘The spirit is of the command of my Lord, …’ ” (Sura Al-’Isrā’ , No. 17, verse 85

Commentary: verses 9-10

The rightfulness of the prophet investigated

In the former verses, there was delivered an illustration of the life in this world and

the circumstance of men’s trial in the course of their lives. In view of the fact that the

Qur’ān often illustrates the general sensitive matters with a similitude or parables, or

some examples from the history of the past, here, too, at first it refers to the

adventure of the Companions of the Cave, and mentions them as an example and as

.a goodly pattern

A group of clever and faithful youths, who were living in a splendid, comfortable and

welfare life with kinds of bounties and facilities, in order to protect their godly belief

and to
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challenge with the illegitimate ruler of their time, left all of those merits and sought

refuge to a cave of a mountain which was empty of every thing. By this way, they

.proved their straightness and their steadfastness in the path of Faith

:The Qur’ān says at first

Or do you think that the people of the Cave and of the inscription were of Our “ 
?” wonderful signs

Allah implies that He has some more wonderful signs in the heaven and the earth,
each of which is a sample of the glory and greatness of creation. There are also so

many wonderful signs in this great heavenly Book of yours, and certainly the story of

.the Companions of the Cave is not more wonderful than them

****

:Then the Qur’ān says

, …” When the youths sought refuge unto the Cave “ 

:They become helpless and could do nothing. So, they called Allah

then they said: ‘Our Lord! Grant us mercy “ … 

’. ” from Your Presence, and provide for us in our affair a right course

They asked their Lord to provide a way for them that they could deliver from that

straitened circumstance and that it would lead them to goodness and happiness, so

.that they could perform their duties

:Explanations

The Qur’ānic term /raqīm/ here means: ‘an inscription or a tablet on which the story . 1
of the Companions of the Cave is written and their names figured in it’. The Arabic

’. term /kahf/ means: ‘a large cave
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The Arabic word /fityah/ is the plural form of /fatā/ which means ‘youth’. Imam Sadiq . 2
(a.s.) has said that a faithful person is called ‘youth’, because though they were aged,
Allah has introduced them ‘youth’ because of their Faith. (Al-Kāfi, vol.8, p.398, and Nūr-

(. uth-Thaqalayn

The Qur’ānic term /rušd/ has been rendered in the sense of: ‘growth, salvation, and . 3
Allah’s pleasure’. (Majma‘-ul-Bayan, the Commentary). In this Sura, the term has

.been applied in three occurrences

****

p: 31

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5563 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 2:The Companions of the Cave

Point

The youth seeking protection of the Lord were made to sleep for centuries in the Cave

to prove, how man can be made to live long beyond the ordinary expectation and how

.time could be passed without being felt, and the Day of Judgment

اًددَعَ نَیِنسِ  فِهْکَْلا  یِف  مْهِِناذَاءَ  یلَعَ  انَْبرَضَفَ  - 11

اًدمَأَ اوُثِبَل  امَِل  یصَحْأَ  نِْیَبزْحِْلا  ُّيأ  مَلَْعنَِل  مْهُانَْثعََب  َّمُث  - 12

يدًهُ مْهُاَندْزِوَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَِب اوُنمَاءَ  هٌیَْتِف  مْهَّنإِ    ِ قّحَْلاِب مهُاَبََن  کَْیلَعَ  ُّصقَُن  نُحَْن  - 13

(Then We set over their ears (a curtain of sleep . “ 11

.” in the Cave for a number of years

Afterwards We raised them up in order to test which of the two parties would . “ 12
.” better calculate the time they had tarried

;We relate to you their story with the truth . “ 13

verily they were youths who believed in their Lord and We increased them in

.” guidance

Commentary: verses 11-13

Point

Then Allah accepted the prayer of ‘the Companions of the Cave’ and covered a veil of

sleep over their ears in the Cave so that they slept for a number of years. Then, He

roused them in order to test and make it clear which of those two parties was
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best at calculating the term of years they had slept. Here are the statements of the

:Qur’ān

(Then We set over their ears (a curtain of sleep “ 

.” in the Cave for a number of years

Afterwards We raised them up in order to test “ 

.” which of the two parties would better calculate the time they had tarried

Next to a short statement of this story, the Qur’ān refers to it by detailed explanation

:through fourteen verses, and begins explaining it as follows

; …” We relate to you their story with the truth “ 

:Then the Qur’ān continues saying

verily they were youths who believed in their Lord and We increased them in “ …

.” guidance

It is understood precisely from the Qur’ān and vastly from the history that the

Companions of the Cave were living in an environment and at a time that idolatry and

polytheism had surrounded them. A tyrannical government, which was the protector

and the guardian of paganism, infidelity, ignorance, and offence committed against

.those people, had cast an inauspicious shadow upon them

But this group of youths, who had enjoyed an enough spiritual intelligence and

truthfulness, realized the corruption of that creed and decided to rise against it, or, if
they could not afford to stand against it, they would emigrate from that polluted

.environment

:Explanations

People are divided into three groups in connection with corruption which is done in a
:polluted society
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A part of people may assume the corruption of the society. These are those who do . 1
.not migrate, and have not a complete Faith, either

There are some people who are inside a polluted society but they try to protect . 2
(. themselves from pollution, (like the Companions of the Cave

There are also a group of people who change others and improve their polluted . 3
(. society into a good one, (like prophets and saints

However, there are some Islamic traditions which indicate that the Companions of the

Cave will be amongst the friends and helpers of Hadrat Mahdī (May Allah hasten his

(glad advent). (Muntakhab-ul-’Athar, p.485

****
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اًططَشَ اًذإِ  آنَْلُق  دْقََل  اًهَلإِ  هِِنودُ  نِم  ْاوَعُدَْن  نَل  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  ُّبرَ  انَُّبرَ  اوُلاقَفَ  اوُماقَ  ذْإِ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  انَطَْبرَوَ  - 14

اًبذِکَ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  يرَتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مُلَظْأَ  نْمَفَ  ِ-نٍ  یَّب نٍاطَْلسُِب  مهِْیلَعَ  نَوُتأْیَ  لاَوَّْل  هًهَِلاءَ  هِِنودُ  نِم  اوذُخََّتا  انَُموْقَ  ءِلآؤُهَ  - 15

اًقفَرِْم مکُرِْمأَ  نِم  مکَُل  ءْیّهَُیوَ  هِِتمَحَّْر  نِم  مکُُّبرَ  مْکَُل  رْشُنیَ  فِهْکَْلا  یَلإِ  اووأْفَ  هََّللا  َّلاإِ  نَودُُبْعیَ  امَوَ  مْهُوُم  - تُْلزَتَعْا ذِإِوَ  - 16

And We strengthened their hearts, when they . “ 14

stood up and said: ‘Our Lord is the Lord of

the heavens and the earth; never will we call upon

any god besides Him, for then we should

’. ” have uttered extravagantly

These our people have taken gods other than Him; why do they not bring any . “ 15
clear authority

? ” regarding them? Who is then more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah

And when you withdraw from them and what they worship save Allah, then seek . “ 16
refuge in the Cave, (and) your Lord will shower on you of His mercy, and furnish you

.” with a gentle issue of your affair

Commentary: verses 14-16

Point

Following the former discussion, the Qur’ān implies that their hearts were given

strength when they stood up and said that their Lord is the Lord of the heavens and of

the earth, and
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that they would never call upon any god other than Him, since if they did so, they

:would indeed had uttered an extravagance. The verse says

And We strengthened their hearts, when they“

stood up and said: ‘Our Lord is the Lord of

the heavens and the earth; never will we call upon

any god besides Him, for then we should

’.” have uttered extravagantly

In fact, those faithful youths, in order to prove Unity and negate any gods attached a
manifest proof and said that they saw clearly that the heavens and the earth had a
Lord, and the existence of the regulation of creation was a reason for their existence,

.and they were a part of that existence

Therefore, they said that their Lord was also the same Lord of the heavens and of the

.earth

Then, they attached to another reasoning and said that their people had taken some

:gods for worship other than Him. The verse says

; … ” These our people have taken gods other than Him “ 

Can a belief exist without having any proof and reasoning? Then, why did they not

?bring a clear proof for the deity of those gods

:The verse continues saying

why do they not bring any clear authority “ … 

? …” regarding them

Can an imagination or illusion or a blindly imitation be taken as a proof for such a

belief? What a manifest injustice and a great aberration it is! Therefore, the verse
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:says

? ” Who is then more unjust than he who forges a lie against Allah “ … 

This ‘calumny’ is an injustice both unto him himself and unto the society wherein he

announces this falsehood and he
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.deviates it

Also, it can be considered as an injustice unto the Pure Essence of the Lord, as well as

.a disdain unto his Exalted Rank

The youth tried to wipe out the rust of polytheism

Those youths, the monotheists, tried to do their best to wipe out the rust of

polytheism from the hearts, and to grow the twig of Unity in their place, but the shout

of idolatry was so load in that environment that their melodies of Unity were lost in

.their throats

Then, in order to deliver themselves from that corruptive environment, and to find a
.quieter place, they could not help deciding to migrate

Thus, they began consulting with each other. They said among themselves that when

they turned away from those idolaters and that which they worshipped besides Allah,
.and separated their own account from theirs, they should seek refuge in the Cave

:The verse says

And when you withdraw from them and what they worship save Allah, then seek “ 
, … ” refuge in the Cave

It was in that case that their Lord would unfold to them of His mercy and might open

to them a way from their difficulty towards calmness, easiness, and happiness. Then

:the verse continues saying

and) your Lord will shower on you of His mercy, and furnish you with a gentle “ … )
.” issue of your affair

:Explanations

The Arabic term /šatata/ means: ‘extravagant separation from truth, and saying a . 1
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’. falsehood which by no means is acceptable
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The term /’iftirā/ (calumny) involves with the meaning of ‘lie’, yet the word /ka ibā/ . 2
has again been applied in the verse. This application, maybe, is for the fact that there

are two kinds of ‘calumny’. In one kind, there is sometimes the probability of this

.attribution, but, sometimes, there is not any probability of it either

And polytheism is of the second kind, because attributing partners to ‘The Infinite

.Power and Knowledge’ is impossible

This holy verse is from the tongue of the leader of the Companions of the Cave, . 3
which makes the youths accompanied with him hopeful of the mercy of the Lord and

that He provides them with a gentle issue of their affair. A true monotheist both

.leaves out idols, and separates from idol-worshippers

Being a Cave-dweller with the atmosphere of Divine Unity is better than being a

citizen in the atmosphere of paganism. Its example is Yūsuf, the Prophet (a.s.), who

preferred being in the prison to living in the castle, and he said: “ … My Lord! The

prison is dearer to me than that to which they invite me; … ” (SuraYusuf, No.12, verse

(. 33

****
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نِْم کَِلذَ  هُْنِم  هٍوَجْفَ  یِف  مْهُوَ  لِاـم  -ِ شّلا تَاذَ  مْهُضـُرِْقتَ  تَبرَغَ  اذَإِوَ  نِیِم  - یَْلا تَاذَ  مْهِفِهْکَ  نعَ  رُوَازَتَ  تعَلَطَ  اذَإِ  سَمَّْشلا  يرَتَوَ  - 17
اًدشِرُْم اًّیِلوَ  هَُل  دَجِتَ  نلَفَ  لِْلضُْی  نمَوَ  دِتَهْمُْلا  وَهُفَ  هَُّللا  دِهْیَ  نمَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاءَ 

And (had you been there) you might have seen the sun when it rose, declining . “ 17
from their Cave

towards the right, and when it set, leaving them away

.unto the left, and they were in a wide space thereof

This is of the Signs of Allah, whomever Allah guides, he is rightly guided, and

.” whomever He leaves to stray, you shall never find for him any guiding friend

Section 3:The Sure Coming of the Resurrection Proved

Point

From the sleep for centuries together caused to fall upon the Companions of the Cave

which period they felt to be a day or a part of a day was proved how

the dead would pass the time unfelt for its length and how they will be raised on

.the Resurrection

مْهِْیلَعَ تَْعلََّطا  وَِـل  دِیصـِوَْلاِب  هِْیعَارَذِ  طٌسـِاَب  مْهُُبْلکَوَ  لِامـَ  -ِ شّلا تَاذَوَ  نِیِم  - یَْلا تَاذَ  مْهُُب  -ِ لّقـَُنوَ دٌوُـقرُ  مْهـُوَ  اًـظاقَْیأَ  مْهُُبسـَحْتَوَ  - 18
اًبعْرُ مْهُْنِم  تَْئِلمَُلوَ  اًرارَِف  مْهُْنِم  تَْیَّلوََل 

And you might think them awake while they were asleep, and We turned them . “ 18
unto the right and unto the
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left (sides), and their dog stretching out his paws on the threshold. If you looked at

them you would certainly turn back from them in flight and you would certainly be

.” filled with terror of them

Commentary: verses 17-18

A definition upon the cave

Through these holy couple of verses, the Qur’ān has referred to the details of the

:wonderful life of the Companions of the Cave where it has mentioned six specialties

The doorway of the Cave was set toward the north, and since its location had . 1
certainly been in the northern hemisphere, the sun did not shine directly inside the

:Cave, as the holy verse says

And (had you been there) you might have seen the sun when it rose, declining from “ 
, … ” their Cave towards the right, and when it set, leaving them away unto the left

Thus, the direct sunshine, whose continuation might cause their bodies to decay, did

.not meet them, but there was enough indirect light there from the sun

:The verse continues saying . 2

. …” and they were in a wide space thereof “ …

This part of the verse is an indication that the arrival of the Cave, which is usually

strait, was not their dwelling-place, but they had chosen the middle parts of the Cave

.to be both out of sight and out of direct shining of the sun

Here, the Qur’ān ceases the thread of the current speech and pays to a spiritual

:conclusion, because it is the main aim of the statement of all these events. It says

This is of the Signs of Allah, whomever Allah guides, he is rightly guided, and “ …

.” whomever He leaves to stray, you shall never find for him any guiding friend
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Yes, those who step in the way of Allah and struggle for Him, Allah will help them with

His Grace in every single of their steps. It is not only for the basis of their work, but His

.Grace encompasses them in all their affairs, too

Their sleep was not an ordinary sleep, because if you looked at them you might . 3
:think that they were awake, but they had been sleeping. The verse says

And you might think them awake while they “ 

, … ” were asleep

This exceptional case, perhaps, had been for the sake that harmful animals would not

approach them, or for the sake that their view might become so dreadful that none

would dare approach them, in a manner that this circumstance could work as a

.protective shield for them

In order that their bodies would not decay as a result of passing a long time of years . 4
when they were in their sleep, they were turned unto the right and unto the left sides,
so that their bodies could remain sound. They were turned this side and that side for

that the blood of their bodies might not concentrate in one point of the body, and the

pressure and the height, which were on those muscles that were on the ground for a
.long time, would not affect on the body harmfully

:The verse continues saying

and We turned them unto the right and unto “ …

(, … ” the left (sides

Their dog had stretched forth his two fore-legs on the threshold of the Cave, . 5
:guarding them. The verse continues saying

and their dog stretching out his paws “ … 

. … ” on the threshold
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:Another fact about them was that they had a dreadful sight, so that . 6
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If you looked at them you would certainly turn back from them in flight and you “ … 
.” would certainly be filled with terror of them

:Explanations

The cave of the Companions of the Cave geographically was neither toward the . 1
East nor toward the West, but it was toward the North-eastern, where the sun would

.not shine into the depth of it in any season

The ideas are divided upon the sight of the Cave. Some commentators say that it had

been in the mountains around Syria which is now known as ‘the cave of the

Companions of the Cave’. Some others believe that it had been located around

Ommān, the capital of Jordan, where several ancient graves are found and an

engraving of a dog is carved on the wall, upon which there is an old monastery, and

.Muslims have built a mosque thereabout, too

However, the peculiarities of the Cave are some examples of the grace of Allah which

were promised to in the previous verse

The Divine protection is not always seen in the form of a miracle, but sometimes the . 2
.natural factors work as a means of protection

The succour of Faith, leaving the people of polytheism, and taking refuge to a Cave, . 3
.with those peculiarities, may not happen save by the guidance of Allah

****
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مْهُْنِم لٌِئآقَ  لَاقَ  مْهُنَْیَب  اوُلءَآسَتَیَِل  مْهُانَْثعََب  کَِلذَکَوَ  - 19

اًماعَطَ یکَزْأَآهَُّیأَ  رْظُنیَْلفَ  هِنَیدِمـَْلا  یَلإِ  هِذِهـَ  مْکُِقرِوَِب  مکُدَحـَأَ  اوُثعَْبافَ  مُْتْثِبَل  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  مْکُُّبرَ  اوُلاقَ  مٍوْیَ  ضَْعَب  وْأَ  اًموْیَ  انَْثِبَل  اوُلاقَ  مُْتْثِبَل  مْکَ 
اًدحَأَ مْکُِب  َّنرَعِشُْی  لاَوَ  فَّْطلَتَیَْلوَ  هُْنِم  قٍزْرِِب  مکُِتأْیَْلفَ 

اًدَبأَ اًذإِ  اوحُِلْفُت  نَلوَ  مْهِِتَّلِم  یِف  مْکُودُیعُِی  وْأَ  مْکُومُجُرْیَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اورُهَظْیَ  نإِ  مْهَُّنإِ  - 20

And in like manner We did raise them that they might question among . “ 19
.themselves

One of them said: ‘How long have you tarried?’ They said: ‘We have tarried a day, or

’. part of a day

.Finally) they said: ‘Your Lord knows best how long you have tarried)

Therefore send one of you with this money of yours to the city and let him see which

of them has purest food, and bring you provision from it, and let him behave with

,care and) gentleness)

and let him not inform any one

. ” about you

,For verily if they prevail against you . “ 20

,they will stone you

or turn you back to their religion, and then never

. ” will you succeed
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Commentary: verses 19-20

!Wakefulness after a Long Sleep

When explaining the commentary of the coming verse, we will detail that the

Companions of the Cave’s sleep prolonged so much that it took about 309 years. Thus,
it was a sleep like death, and its wakefulness was rather similar to Resurrection.

:Therefore, the Qur’ān in this verse says

 … ” And in like manner We did raise them “ 

This statement means that in like manner that Allah was able to put them in such a
:long sleep, He returned them to wakefulness again. The verse continues saying

that they might question among themselves. One of them said: ‘How long have “ …

?’ … ” you tarried

:Then, the verse adds

They said: ‘We have tarried a day, or part of “ …

’. …” a day

But, finally, since they could not know precisely the length of their sleep, they

:expressed as follows

. … ” Finally) they said: ‘Your Lord knows best how long you have tarried “…)

However, they felt a serious hunger and they needed to eat food, because what they

had in reserve in their bodies were consumed. Therefore, their first suggestion was

that they would give the silver coins they had in their possession to one of their own

members and send him to the city to see which of the sellers of that city had the

.purest food to bring them some of it enough for their provision

:The verse says
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Therefore send one of you with this money of yours to the city and let him see “ …

, … ” which of them has purest food, and bring you provision from it

:Immediately after that, the verse adds

and let him behave with (care and) gentleness, and let him not inform any one “ …

. ” about you

The reason of that precaution was that they thought if the people of the city were

informed of their position, and found them, they would stone them and might bring

(. them back to their own creed, (the creed of idolatry

:Explanations

The Arabic term /wariq/, mentioned in the verse, had been called to the silver coins . 1
.which had the design of the king of that time on them

The Qur’ānic phrase /walyatalattaf/ has been occurred exactly in the middle of the . 2
Qur’ān. It means: ‘conciliation and spiritual intelligence accompanied with kindness’,
which itself is a grace that the middle-word of the holy Qur’ān has spiritually been

.made up of conciliation, mercy, and kindness

The wakefulness of the Companions of the Cave had two results. One of them was . 3
for themselves that they asked question, “ …that they might question… ”, and the

other was for others that they were an illustration of Resurrection and raising in

.Hereafter

No one should surprise upon the subject of Resurrection and being raised, because . 4
.every single wakefulness of men from sleep is a kind of raising and Resurrection

****
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هَعَاَّسلا نَاَوَ  ٌّقحَ  هَِّللا  دَعْوَ  َّناَ  اومُلَْعیَِل  مْهِْیلَعَ  اَنرْثَعْأَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  - 21

اًنایَْنُب مْهِْیلَعَ  اوُنْبا  اوُلاقَفَ  مْهُرَْمأَ  مْهُنَْیَب  نَوعُزَانَتَیَذْإِ  آهَیِف  بَْیرَ  لاَ 

مْهِِب مُلَعْأَ  مْهُُّبرَ 

اًدجِسَّْم مهِْیلَعَ  نَذَخَِّتنََل  مْهِرِْمأَیلَعَ  اوُبلَغَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَ 

And in like manner We did make (the people) to get knowledge of them that they . “ 21
might know that

,the promise of Allah is true

.and that, as for the Hour (of Judgment), there is no doubt about it

When they disputed among themselves of their affair then they said: ‘Build a building

;(monument) over them

their Lord best knows of them.’ Those who prevailed over their affair said: ‘We will

build over them

’. ” a place of worship

Commentary: verse 21

:The End of the Adventure of the Cave

It did not take so long that the story of the migration of those godly gentlemen, the

youths of that locality, spread everywhere, and the tyrannical king of the country

became very angry of the event. Therefore, he ordered his men that some special

functionaries should search for them all the places, so that if they found any trace of

them, they would pursue them until they could capture them and punish them. But the

.more they searched the less they found
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Now, we may trace the man who was commissioned to buy some food and see what

.happened to him

As soon as he entered the city, he terribly surprised, because the shape of the

buildings had utterly been changed, the features of people he saw were all unfamiliar

to him, their clothes had been altered into some new models. Even the method of

their speaking, customs, and rules of civility were not as before. The ruins of

yesterday had given their places to castles, and the castles of yesterday had been

.changed into ruins

He still thought that their sleep in the cave lasted one day or half of a day. In that

!case, he wondered why there were so many changes in the city

His wonder reached its climax when he put his hand in to his pocket to pay the price of

the food he had bought. The seller was watching a coin which belonged to more than

three hundred years before that time. Perhaps, the name of Decianus, the tyrannical

king of old time, was seen on it. When the seller asked him to explain about that coin,
.the man answered that he had obtained it not long ago

Then, the man himself found out to what a deep and long sleep he and his

.companions had gone

This question became known in the city and the people of everywhere told that story

one another. A group of those people could not believe that a man could be quickened

again after his death. But the adventure of the sleep of the Companions of the Cave

became a firm reasoning for those who were the adherents of the belief of

:resurrection of the body. Therefore, the Qur’ān in this verse says

And in like manner We did make (the people) to get knowledge of them that they “ 
, … ” might know that the promise of Allah is true
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And there is no doubt about the end of the world and the occurrence of the Hereafter.
:The verse continues saying

. … ” and that, as for the Hour (of Judgment), there is no doubt about it “ …

This sleep and wakefulness, from some points of view, was more wonderful than

death and returning to life again, because there passed hundreds of years upon them

and their bodies did not decay, while they neither ate any food nor did they drink any

.water

Is not this event a proof to the Power of Allah (s.w.t.) upon everything and every

.deed? Taking such an event in mind, the life after death is certainly possible

The man sent for buying food quickly returned to the Cave, and informed his

.companions of the fact

All of them surprised deeply. It was hard and difficult for them to bear that kind of life.
They asked Allah that they would forsake this world and transfer unto the

.neighbourhood of the mercy of Allah, and it happened soon

They passed away and their bodies were inside the Cave when the people went to

.see them

At that circumstance, there occurred a dispute between the adherents of the belief of

the resurrection of the bodies and their opponents. The opponents tried that the

problem of the sleep and wakefulness of the Companions of the Cave to be forgotten

.and to take that firm proof from the hands of its adherents

The Qur’ān in this regard implies that when they were disputing upon their affair

among themselves, some of them said that they should build a monument over them

so that they

might disappear from the eyes and that they spoke about them no longer, for their

:Lord is better aware of their condition. The verse says
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When they disputed among themselves of their affair then they said: ‘Build a “ …

.’ …” building (monument) over them; their Lord best knows of them

But those who became aware of their secret, and found it as a reasoning for

Resurrection, suggested that they would build a mosque beside their graves, in order

:that their memory could not be forgotten. The verse says

Those who prevailed over their affair said: ‘We will build over them a place of “ …

’. ” worship

This meaning shows that building a tomb and a place of worship in reverence of the

graves of the saints of the religion not only is not unlawful (harām) but also it is a

.(. worthy action with Allah (s.w.t

:Explanations

The Arabic term /’i‘θār/ is applied for an occasional information which is obtained . 1
with no searching. In this event, people, without any trouble, became cognizant of the

important secret of the Age of the Companions of the Cave by means of their silver

.coin

:In the story of the Companions of the Cave these subjects are referred to . 2

The Will and Power of Allah, brevity, forsaking the world, migration, concealing of

(. faith, Allah’s succours, and lawful feeding (pure food

.None of Allah’s deeds is vain . 3

That ability which can keep those men alive for more than three centuries without . 4
.any food, is powerful to restore the dead to life, too

Sometimes human beings simply pass by some historical events while they are . 5
neglectful of the training effects of those
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events. The Companions of the Cave passed away after that their adventure was

revealed, but, in stead of taking a lesson from it, people were thinking of building a

.monument over there

****
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مُلَعْأَ ِ-ي  بّرَ لُق  مْهُُبْلکَ  مْهُُنِماَثوَ  هٌعَْبسَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  بِْیغَْلاِب  اًمجْرَ  مْهُُبْلکَ  مْهُسـُدِاسَ  هٌسَمْخَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  مْهُُبْلکَ  مْهُعُِبارَ  هٌَثلاََث  نَوُلوقُیَسـَ  - 22
اًدحَأَ مْهُْنِم  مهِیِف  تِْفتَسْتَ  لاَوَ  اًرهِاظَ  ءًارَِم  َّلاإِ  مْهِیِف  رِامَُت  لاَفَ  لٌیِلقَ  َّلاإِ  مْهُمُلَْعیَ  امَ  مهِِتَّدعِِب 

Soon they will say: ‘(They were) three, the fourth . “ 22

of them was their dog’; and (some) say: ‘Five, the sixth of them was their dog’,
,guessing at the unseen

:and (yet the others) say

Seven, and the eighth of them was their dog’. Say: ‘My Lord knows best their number,‘
’. none knows them but a few

So do not dispute with them, except in outward disputation, and do not ask any one

.” for a pronouncement about them

Commentary: verse 22

Point

This verse points to some different ideas which exist among people about the

Companions of the Cave. Among them is the idea about the number of them. The holy

:verse in this concern says

’; … ” Soon they will say: ‘(They were) three, the fourth of them was their dog “ 

:Here is the belief of another group of the people

and (some) say: ‘Five, the sixth of them was their dog’, guessing at the unseen, “ …

’. … ” and (yet the others) say: ‘Seven, and the eighth of them was their dog
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The verse of the Qur’ān implies that all of these words are some unreasonable

statements that they say, and, save a small number of people, no one knows their

:correct number. The verse says

’. … ” Say: ‘My Lord knows best their number, none knows them but a few “ …

:Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

, … ” So do not dispute with them, except in outward disputation “ …

That is, you should speak with them so logically and reasonably that your logic be

manifested. And you should ask no one of the people of the Book about the number of

.the Companions of the Cave

:The verse says

and do not ask any one for a pronouncement “ …

.” about them

:Explanations

In the text of the verse the conjunction ‘and’ has not been mentioned upon the . 1
phrases “fourth of them” and “sixth of them”, but with the phrase “the eighth of them”
the conjunction ‘and’ has been mentioned. It is, perhaps, for the reason that the

attitude of their number being ‘three’ or ‘five’ had been offered by some ungodly

 ”. people that Allah has rendered it into: “ guessing at the unseen

But the attitude of their number being ‘seven’ is from the side of the believers, the

people of attention. (This recent meaning is narrated from Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali

(a.s.) by the way of Ibn-‘Abbas). That is why for these groups of people the Qur’ān

does not say “gussing at the unseen”, but, in order to respect them, between the

number of: ‘the Companions of the Cave’ and
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their dog’ there has occurred the conjunction ‘and’ in order to separate them from‘
.each other

If the activities be valuable and human beings be with aim, their dependents and . 2
their belongings, even the animals accompanied them, should be counted, too, since

being an animal and being unclean (najis) is not a reason for them to be counted

.valueless

In this verse, the word ‘dog’ has been mentioned in three occurrences. The positive

function of the ‘dog’ of the Companions of the Cave has been referred to in verse

.No.18 of the current Sura

****
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Section 4:To always depend upon Allah’s Will

Point

To make Allah’s Will a condition in promises– The choice of believing or disbelieving in
.the Qur’ān left to every individual’s own decision

اًدغَ کَِلذَ  لٌعِافَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ ءٍیْشَِل  َّنَلوقُتَ  لاَوَ  - 23

اًدشَرَ اذَهَ  نِْم  بَرَْقلاَِ  ِ-ي  بّرَ نِیَدِهْیَ  نأَ  یسَعَ  لُْقوَ  تَیسَِن  اذَإِ  کََّبَّر  رکُذْاوَ  هَُّللا  ءَآشَیَ  نأَ  َّلآإِ  - 24

,’ ” And do not say, regarding anything, ‘I will do that tomorrow . “ 23

Save (say): ‘If Allah pleases’, and remember your Lord when you forget, and say: . “ 24
’. ” ‘It may be that my Lord will guide me to a nearer way to the right than this

Commentary: verses23-24

"The function of the holy phrase: "If Allah pleases

Allah (s.w.t.) prohibits His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this holy verse to say that he does so and

so the following day unless he depends that affair to the Will of Allah and he says ‘If

’. Allah Pleases

Thus, Allah desires to train people and He teaches them that whenever they say

something about an affair concerning the future, they ought to say this holy phrase, in
order that if the affair had not been done the servant would not have said a

.falsehood

The reason of this statement lies in the fact that man’s power is limited and it is not

right and logical for him to
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decisively inform of something when the appearance of some barriers against it is

probable, and many a time the information happens falsehood, save that it be

followed by the phrase ‘Allah Willing’. Saying the holy phrase ‘Allah Wiling’, which

indicates to the belief in ‘The Power and Will of Allah’, was a phrase used by Allah’s
saints for ‘resting upon’ in their conversation. For instance, this meaning has also

been narrated in the Qur’ān from the tongue of prophets. In Sura Yusuf, No.12, verse

”. 99, Jacob says to his children: “ … Enter safe into Egypt if Allah please

In the current Sura (Al-Kahf), verse 69, Moses says to Khidr: “ … Allah Willing, you shall

find me patient, … ”. In Sura Al-Qasas, No.28, verse 27, Hadrat Shu‘ayb says to Hadrat

Moses: “ … If Allah please, you will find me one of the righteous.” In Sura As-Saffāt,
no.37, verse 102, Ishmael (a.s.) tells his father Abraham (a.s.):“ … if Allah please, you will

. ” find me of the patient ones

Of course, the purpose of saying “Allah Willing”, or “If Allah please”, and “I take refuge

in Allah” and the like of them are not some things to be uttered unintentionally and

barely by tongue, but the purpose of it for a servant is to have such a belief and such a
.knowledge in mind (heart) and in all dimensions of his life

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) recommended us not to forget to write ‘If Allah please ‘even in our

.writings

One day he told someone to write a letter. When he (a.s.) observed that the letter was

not involved with the phrase: ‘Allah Willing ’, he said: “How do you hope that this work

(. will be completed?” (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the Commentary

Wherever the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) entered a graveyard, he used to say: “If Allah

”, please, we will join you
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(while death is sure to happen. (the Commentary of Kashf-ul-’Asrār

A human being is free and has choice, but he is not absolutely independent. It is not so

that all affairs to be given him in a manner that he can perform them without the Will

of Allah (s.w.t.). In other words, human beings are neither in compulsion nor the free

will of all affairs has been offered to them, but human’s freedom is conditioned to

:Allah’s Will. The verse says

’, …” Save (say): ‘If Allah pleases“

:Then, next to this sentence, the Qur’ān says

, … ” and remember your Lord when you forget “ …

This statement denotes to this meaning that if you forget to add the holy phrase ‘If

Allah please’ to the news that you inform of the events related to the future,
whenever later you remember it immediately make amends it and recite ‘If Allah

please’, because this action will compensate the past. Besides that, you should say

that you are hopeful that your Lord may show you a way more clear than this. The

:verse continues saying

and say: ‘It may be that my Lord will guide me to a nearer way to the right than “ …

’. ” this

Finally, Sayyid Murtadā, who is the most learned one amongst the scholars of Shī‘ah,
on the commentary of this part of the verse which is recited: “…and say: ‘It may be

that my Lord will guide me to a nearer way to the right than this” says that he ought to

say it may be that Allah will bestow on The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) some miracles and

evidences to prove his prophethood that will be stronger and more expressive than

the story of the Companions of the Cave. Hence, Allah, the Exalted, bestowed some

evidences and miracles more effective on His Prophet. Allah informed His Messenger

(p.b.u.h.) of
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all unseen sciences and details about the lives and deeds of the whole prophets.
Those facts were some proofs which were more clear and stronger than the story of

.the Companions of the Cave

****
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اًعسِْت اودُادَزْاوَ  نَیِنسِ  هٍَئْاِم  ثَلاََث  مْهِفِهْکَ  یِف  اوُثِبَلوَ  - 25

اًدحَأَ هِمِکْحُ  یِف  كُرِشُْی  لاَوَ  ٍّیِلوَ  نِم  هِِنودُ  نِم  مهَُل  امَ  عْمِسْأَوَ  هِِب  رْصِْبأَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  بُْیغَ  هَُل  اوُثِبَل  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  هَُّللا  لُِق  - 26

And they remained in their Cave three hundred years, and (to that also) they . “ 25
.” added nine more

Say: ‘Allah knows best how long they remained. To Allah belongs the Unseen of . “ 26
!the heavens and the earth. How clear of sight is He and keen of hearing

There is none to be a guardian for them besides Him; and He makes none to share in
”His Sovereignty

Commentary: verses 25-26

,The sleep of the Companions of the Cave

The frame of references existed in the former holy verses denoted that the sleep of

the Companions of the Cave was a very long sleep. This matter moves the sense of

curiosity of every listener. He may desire to know how many years precisely they

.remained in their long sleep

:This holy verse removes the doubt of the listener when it says

And they remained in their Cave three hundred years, and (to that also) they added“
.” nine more

Therefore, the total years that they remained and slept in the Cave counted three

.hundred and nine years

The Jews asked Hadrat Ali (a.s.) about the length of the time that the Companions of

.the Cave remained in the Cave

p: 58

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5595 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


He (a.s.) answered them it was 309 years. They said that it had been mentioned 300
years in their Book. Hadrat Ali (a.s.) said that nine years was the difference between

(the solar year and lunar year.(1) (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the Commentary

In Marāqī’s Commentary it is cited that this nine years is counted as a miracle of the

Qur’ān which has considered the difference between solar years and lunar years so

.precisely

****

It may be said that the number of the years had been the same 300 years to which

later people added nine years where the Qur’ān says: “… and (to that also) they added

:nine more.” So, in answer to that, Allah says

. …” Say: ‘Allah knows best how long they remained “ 

It is evident that the purpose of Allah, the Exalted, by this verse is reasoning to His

wonderful and great Power. This reasoning can be right when the length of their sleep

is clear. Thus, the objective meaning of the holy words: “Say: ‘Allah knows best how

long they remained. …” after stating the length of the time of their sleep, is for

invalidating the saying of the people of the Book who had differed in this matter.
Then, the objective meaning of the Qur’ān is: ‘O Muhammad! Say that Allah is more

aware of the time of their sleep that He has informed it’. Do accept whatever Allah

says and leave out the sayings of the people of the Book, because Allah is more aware

.of this matter
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In other words, in order to put an end to the different debates of people in this

:concern, He commands His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) as follows

. …” Say: ‘Allah knows best how long they remained “ 

:Then, the reason of this statement comes forth, when the verse continues saying

. …” To Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and the earth “ …

He Who is aware of what is concealed and what is manifest in the whole world of

existence, how may it be that He remains unaware of the length of the time of the

:stop of the Companions of the Cave? The verse says

! …” How clear of sight is He and keen of hearing “ …

That is why they (the dwellers of the heavens and the earth) have no guardian save

:Him. The verse says

There is none to be a guardian for them “… 

; … ” besides Him

:At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

”and He makes none to share in His Sovereignty “ …

.In fact, this part of the verse is an emphasis on the absolute guardianship of Allah

****
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اًدحَتَْلُم هِِنودُ  نِم  دَجِتَ  نَلوَ  هِِتامَِلکَِل  ِ لَ  دّبَُم ِ-كَ لاَ  بّرَ بِاتَکِ  نِم  کَْیَلإِ  یَحِوُا  آمَ  لُْتاوَ  - 27

And recite that which has been revealed unto you of the Book of your Lord; none  “ 27
,shall change His words

.” and you shall not find any refuge besides Him

Commentary: verse 27

Point

:In this holy verse, the Qur’ān addresses the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and says

And recite that which has been revealed unto you“

; …” of the Book of your Lord

That is, he should not pay attention to the talks of this and that. They might speak

some baseless matters mixed with falsehoods and superstitions. In discussions about

those matters, his reliance should always be only upon the Divine revelation, because

:nothing may change His statements. The verse says

,…” none shall change His words “… 

.There is no room for diversity to enter into His Words and Knowledge

His Speech and His Knowledge is not like the speech and knowledge of human beings

.which, as a result of a new invention or information, has to be changed

:It is upon these facts that, at the end of the verse, the holy Qur’ān says

. ” and you shall not find any refuge besides Him “… 

The lessons taken from this story

This historical wonderful adventure, which the Qur’ān has explained without any
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superstition and baseless inventions, as
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all other stories of the Qur’ān, contains so many constructive and training points.
:Some of them are as follows

A. The first lesson of this story is the very breaking the barrier of imitation from

aberration and separation from the corruption of that environment. Basically, man

should be constructive in the society, not putting up with mischiefs of it, which some

feeble-minded people do. Those who have true Faith, and are possessors of an

independent thought, say that a godly servant should never follow the majority when

.they are misguided

B. Migration from the polluted surroundings is another lesson taken from this

.wonderful event

C. Precautionary dissimulation, in its constructive meaning, is another lesson taught

by this story. And we know that precautionary dissimulation is not anything save that

the person conceals his main subject where divulgence of facts is fruitless, and he

.protects his power for the time of struggle and striking against the enemy

D. The lack of difference among persons in the way of Allah, and sitting a minister

beside a shepherd, and even the guarding dog that paves their way, is another lesson

in this field, in order to be manifested that the privileges of this material world. Then

its different ranks have no effect along the side of separating the rows of the

followers of the path of truth which is the path of Unity and the path of Unity is the

.path of oneness and unicity of all human beings

E. The wonderful helps of Allah (s.w.t.) at the time of the appearance of crises is

.another income which the circumstance of the event teaches us

F. In this story, even in the most grievous circumstances, they taught us the purity of

food. The nutrition of the body has a deep effect on man’s spirit, thought and heart.
,And pollution
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resulted from unlawful (harām) foods, makes man afar from the path of Allah and the

.path of piety

G. Seeking help from His grace, and saying the holy phrase ‘If Allah please’ in

.informing about the future affairs, is another lessen

.H. Another instructive lesson of this story is how we confront the opponents

I. Finally, the possibility of resurrection of the body, and that human beings will return

.to a new life at the time of Resurrection, is another lesson that this event teaches us

However, the aim here is not telling a story as a hobby. The aim of the Qur’ān is to

bring up some steadfast, faithful, aware and brave men. One of its way is to introduce

.the noble samples of them through the length of history

At the end, one of the pretexts of the Prophet’s opponents was that they asked the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to change the Qur’ān. They said: “ …Bring us a Qur’ān other than

this, or change this.” (Sura Yūnus, No.10 verse 15). In answer to such arrogant people,
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to say that it was not of his own accord to change it. The

.change of the Qur’ān is only up to Allah

****
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عْطُِت لاَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هَنَیزِ  دُیرُِت  مْهُْنعَ  كَانَْیعَ  دُْعتَ  لاَوَ  هُهَجْوَ  نَودُیرُِی    ِ یّشـِعَْلاوَ هِادَغـَْلاِب  مهَُّبرَ  نَوعُدْیـَ  نَیذَِّلا  عَمَ  کَسَْفَن  رِْبصْاوَ  - 28
اًطرُُف هُرُْمأَ  نَاکَوَ  هُاوَهَ  عَبََّتاوَ  اَنرِکْذِ  نعَ  هُبَْلقَ  انَْلفَغْأَ  نْمَ 

And keep yourself content with those who call unto their Lord morning and  “ 28
evening

,seeking His pleasure

and let not your eyes turn away from them desiring the adornment of the life of the

,world

and do not obey him whose heart We have made neglectful of Our remembrance and

he follows

,his own low desires

.” and his affair has become all excess

:Occasion of Revelation

A group of arrogant conceited rich Arabs came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, pointing

to some faithful Muslims, such as: Salmān, ’Abūthar, Sụhayb, Khabāb and the like of

:them, said

O’Muhammad! If you sit in the seat of honor, and send away these fellows from“
around yourself, (so that your meeting becomes apt for notables and personalities),
we will approach you. But, with the presence and existence of these people, the

.” meeting is not a suitable place for us

At this time, the verse was revealed and commanded the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)
not to surrender to those hollow deceptive statements, and he should always receive

the
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.faithful, sincere-hearted ones, such as those who are like Salmān and ’Abūthar

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told them (his true followers) that he praised Allah for that he

(p.b.u.h.) did not die until when He ordered him such a commandment that he would

.be with them and the like of them

.” He (p.b.u.h.) said: “Yes, life with you, and also death with you, is pleased

Commentary: verse 28

One of the lessons which the story of the Companions of the Cave taught us was that

the criterion of men’s value is not the apparent rank, social position, and their wealth.
In fact, this verse pursues this very important subject, and commands the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.) as follows

And keep yourself content with those who call“

,…” unto their Lord morning and evening seeking His pleasure

Imam Sādiq and Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “The objective meaning of calling Allah in the

morning and in the evening is ‘to perform the prayer’.” (The Commentaries of Nūr-
(uth-Thaqalayn, As-Sāfy, and Burhān

:Then, as an emphasis, the Qur’ān continues saying

and let not your eyes turn away from them desiring the adornment of the life of “… 
, …” the world

:Again, for a more emphasis, it adds

and do not obey him whose heart We have made neglectful of Our remembrance “… 
, …” and he follows his own low desires

Such people are always out of normal method, so that their manner has become all

excess. Since, concerning the material
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lusts, the nature of man is always toward the mood of demanding more and more, a
mortal ceaselessly steps in the direction of excess so far that he perishes himself. The

:holy verse says

.” and his affair has become all excess “… 

:Explanations

A leader should not be heedless of the deprived, but he must be sympathetic unto . 1
.them

Do not turn away from the poor in order to obtain the material world and the . 2
.consent of the rich

The worst thing is the circumstance that people pay attention to Allah, but their . 3
.leader pays to the world

.He who follows the low desires and the world, will go out of the path of godly ones . 4

.The danger of mammonism is so much that Allah has warned His prophets of it . 5

The value of the remembrance of Allah depends on that its root to be deep in the . 6
heart and the soul. Otherwise, a man falls down step by step. The first step is

.negligence, then lust, and, finally, the path of aberration

****
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اوُثاغَُی اوُثیغِتَسـْیَ  نإِوَ  اهَُقدِارَسـُ  مْهِِب  طَاحَأَ  اًراَن  نَیمِِلاَّظلِل  اَندْتـَعْأَ  آَّنإِ  رْفُکُیَْلفَ  ءَآشَ  نمَوَ  نِمؤُْیْلفَ  ءَآشَ  نمَفَ  مْکُ  -ِ بّرَ نِم  ُّقحَْلا  لُِـقوَ  - 29
اًقفَتَرُْم تْءَآسَوَ  بُارََّشلا  سَْئِب  هَوجُوُْلا  يوِشْیَ  لِهْمُْلاکَ  ءٍآمَِب 

And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord; so whoever will, let him believe, and  “ 29
whoever will, let him disbelieve.’ Verily We have prepared for the unjust a Fire, the

curtains of which encompass them, and if they call for succour, they will be succoured

with water like molten copper that shall scald the faces; (how) evil the drink and (how)
!” ill the resting-place

Commentary: verse 29

The importance of the previous verse is so much so that the Qur’ān, in this verse,
explicitly says to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to say that it is a program from Allah and a

.reality from the Lord. Then let him who will, believe, and let him who will, reject it

And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord; so whoever will, let him believe, and whoever“
,will

.’ …” let him disbelieve

But, everybody should be defined that those unjust mam-monish persons who, with

their welfare lives of dazzling glare and its adornments, mockingly laugh at the

:woolen clothes of the Muslims, will have a dark and evil end, because the verse says

,Verily We have prepared for the unjust a Fire “… 

, …” the curtains of which encompass them
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Yes, such people, in the life of this world, whenever they became thirsty, used to

order their servants to prepare them kinds of drinks before them. But, in Hell, when

they call for water they will be granted water like melted brass which, if it be brought

near the face, will scald the face. How dreadful the drink! And how uncomfortable the

:dwelling of Hell is! The verse says

and if they call for succour, they will be succoured with water like molten copper “… 
;that shall scald the faces

how) evil the drink and (how) ill)

!” the resting-place

Here, in this life and in their tents, there exist kinds of drinks. As soon as they call the

cupbearers, they bring them different cups of various drinks. In Hell, too, they will

have cupbearers to bring them cups of drink. But what a drink! A drink like molten

brass! A drink as hot as the tear of the orphans, and as blazing as the sighs of the

.poor

Yes, whatever exists there, it is the embodiment of that which they have produced

.here, in this world

However, at the end, people are free to choose either belief or disbelief, yet they

.should know that the end of disbelief is the blazing Fire of the Hereafter

The Arabic word /surādiq/ means ‘curtain’ which has been mentioned only once in the

.Qur’ān, and it is about the people of Hell

By the way, there has been recorded a tradition from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) in the

commentary books of Al-Burhān, As-Sāfy, and Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn which indicates

that the purpose of the holy phrase “And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord; …” is the

mastership of Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s.). It means that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should state

the truth about the mastership and Imamate of Ali-i-Abītālib (a.s.) from the side of the

.Lord
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لاًمَعَ نَسَحْأَ  نْمَ  رَجْأَ  عُیضُِن  اَّنإِ لاَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 30

قٍرَْبتَسْإِوَ سٍدُنسـُ  نِم  اًرضـْخُ  اًبایَِث  نَوسُبَْلیَوَ  بٍهَذَ  نِم  رَوِاسَأَ  نِْم  اهَیِف  نَوَّْلحَُی  رُاهَْنلاَا  مُهِِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  نٍدْعَ  تُاَّنجَ  مْهَُل  کَِئَلوُْا  - 31
اًقفَتَرُْم تْنَسُحَوَ  بُاوََّثلا  مَْعِن  کِِئآرَلاَا  یلَعَ  اهَیِف  نَیِئکَِّتُم 

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, surely We do not waste the . “ 30
. ” recompense of him who does a good work

These, for them are gardens of eternity . “ 31

,beneath which rivers flow, they shall be adorned therein with bracelets of gold

,and they shall wear green robes of fine silk, and thick brocade

.reclining therein on raised coaches

! ” O, how excellent a reward! and how fair a resting-place

Commentary: verses 30-31

Point

In view of the fact that the style of the holy Qur’ān is a constructive and comparative

style, in this group of verses, after the statement of the qualities and retributions of

the arrogant mammonish people, it refers to the statement of the situation of the true

:believers and their excellent extraordinary rewards. At first, it expressively says

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, surely We do not waste the “ 
recompense of him who does
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. ” a good work

Whether this recompense is little or much, general or particular from everyone in

.every age and year, and in any condition, Allah will not waste it

:Then, the Qur’ān explains the rewards of the doers of righteous deeds. It says

 … ” These, for them are gardens of eternity “ 

These rewards are a lot of gardens in Paradise under whose trees and castles some

rivers flow. They live in those gardens while they are ornamented with golden

:bracelets. The verse says

, … ” beneath which rivers flow, they shall be adorned therein with bracelets of gold “ …

The verse continues explaining their rewards and that they will be among a group of

:good companions in Heaven, where it says

,and they shall wear green robes of fine silk “ …

,and thick brocade

.reclining therein on raised coaches

! ” O, how excellent a reward! and how fair a resting-place

:Explanations

The Qur’ānic term /‘adn/ means: ‘a perpetual abode’. The term /’asāwir/ is the plural . 1
form of /’aswirah/ which means ‘a bracelet ’. The Arabic word /sundus/ means ‘silk’,
and /’istabraq/ is applied for ‘silk of a thick texture, brocade’; and the term /’arā’ik/ is
.the plural form of /’arīkah/ which is called to a royal throne which is covered with a veil

For the people of Paradise, there are all kinds of clothing and with any material and . 2
of any colour there at their disposal, but the green robes, in particular, maybe refers

to their formal
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and common clothing by which they decorate themselves at the time when they

.recline on raised coaches

Keeping off from the unlawful ornaments of this life is the secret of reaching to the . 3
.eternal ornaments in Hereafter as a reward

Resurrection is both the spiritual resurrection and the resurrection of the body, . 4
since if it were merely a spiritual resurrection it would not need any gold, silk, and

.throne

:Tow Final Points

!The ornamental clothings in Hereafter . 1

There may arise this question for many persons that, in the Qur’ān, Allah has

reprimanded the dazzling glare of the world, but He has promised these things to the

believers in the next world. They are some adornments such as gold, silken clothes:
.whether thin and thick, thrones, beautiful coaches, and the like of them

In answer to this question, preliminarily, it is necessary for us to attract attentions to

this matter that we comment the verses of the Qur’ān as some other commentators

do. They take all these words as some metaphorical ones for the spiritual concepts.
We have learnt from the holy Qur’ān itself that Resurrection will be both bodily and

spiritual. Thus, the pleasures of the next world must be in both forms. Of course, there

.is no doubt that its spiritual pleasures are not comparable with its bodily pleasures

But, in the meantime, this fact cannot be concealed that, as for the bounties of the

next world, we may see only a shade of them from a long distance, and we hear some

words as an indication to them, because the parable of the coming world, compared

with this world, is like the parable of this world with
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respect to the mother’s womb, and the embryo’s case. If mother can communicate

with her embryo, she is not able to state the beauties of this world, such as:
illuminating sun, bright moon, springs, gardens, flowers, and the like of them, for the

.baby she has in her womb save by signs

Similarly, it is impossible for us, the encompassed persons in the womb of the world,
.to understand or even to state the spiritual and material bounties of the Hereafter

Now that this fact became clear, we return to the answer of the question. Allah has

reprimanded the dazzling glare of this world for the sake that the limitation of this

world causes the preparation of such life to be accompanied with kinds of injustice

.and cruelty, and taking benefit from it will be done with negligence and ignorance

The unjust discriminations, which come into being in this course, will be the cause of

.grudges, jealousies, enmities, and, at last, bloodsheds, and fights

But in that world, whose all things are vast and plenty, neither the earning of these

ornaments creates any difficulty, nor it causes any unjust discrimination and

deprivation. They neither produce any grudge and enmity in any one, nor, in that

environment full of spiritualities, they cause man to become neglectful of the Lord.
Those ornaments neither need to be protected and guarded nor create any jealousy

in others. They are neither the source of arrogance and pride, nor are they the factor

.(. of separation from the servants of Allah and Allah Himself (s.w.t

Why should the people of Paradise be deprived of such a bounty which is a bodily

.pleasure beside the great spiritual merits with no unpleasant reaction

Another point that this verse teaches us is that we must not avoid of guiding that . 2
group because of their wealth, or for
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.that they have a welfare life, and do not approach them

But, what is blameworthy is that we approach them in order to take benefit from their

worldly material circumstances and, as the Qur’ān says, become of the extension of

those who “ desire the adornment of the life of the world ”.(1) Thus, if the aim is their

guidance, and taking benefit from their wealth and possibilities is along the path of

positive and valuable social activities, approaching them not only is not blameworthy

.but also is necessary and incumbent

****
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Section 5:The Parable of an Ungrateful and a Grateful Man

Point

How ingratitude draws the deprivation of the blessings of Allah and

.how gratitude increases the bounties of the Lord

اًعرْزَ امَهُنَْیَب  انَْلعَجَوَ  لٍخْنَِب  امَهُانَْففَحَوَ  بٍانَعْأَ  نِْم  نِْیتََّنجَ  امَهِدِحَلاَ  انَْلعَجَ  نِْیلَجُرَ  لاًثَمَ  مهَُل  بْرِضْاوَ  - 32

اًرهََن امَهَُللاَخِ  اَنرَّْجفَوَ  اًئْیشَ  هُْنِم  مِلظْتَ  مَْلوَ  اهَلَکُُا  تْتَاءَ  نِْیتََّنجَْلا  اتَْلکِ  - 33

اًرفََن ُّزعَأَوَ  لاًامَ  کَنِم  رُثَکْأَ  ْاَنأَ  هُرُوِاحَُی  وَهُوَ  هِِبحِاصَِل  لَاقَفَ  رٌمََث  هَُل  نَاکَوَ  - 34

اًدَبأَ هِذِهَ  دَیِبتَ  نأَ  ُّنظُأَ  آمَ  لَاقَ  هِسِْفَن  مٌِلاظَ لِّ- وَهُوَ  هُتََّنجَ  لَخَدَوَ  - 35

اًبلَقَنُم اهَْنِم  اًرْیخَ  َّندَجِلاَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ یَلإِ  ُّتددُِّر  نِئَلوَ  هًمَِئآقَ  هَعَاَّسلا  ُّنظُأَ  آمَوَ  - 36

And (O’ Prophet!) coin for them a parable: Two men, We made for one of them . “ 32
two gardens of vines and We surrounded them with date-palms and

.” We placed between them tillage

Both of the gardens gave their fruits and withheld naught thereof: and We caused . “ 33
. ” a river to gush forth in their midst
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And he had fruits (in abundance), so he said to his companion, as he was . “ 34
:conversing with him

I have greater wealth than you, and am mightier‘

’. ” in respect of men

And he entered his garden while he was unjust . “ 35

.to himself

, ” He said: ‘I do not think that this will ever perish

And I do not think that the Hour (of Resurrection) will come, and even if I am . “ 36
’.” returned unto my Lord, I shall surely find a better than this a resort

Commentary:verses 32-36

Point

From this verse on, Allah, the Exalted, tells a story that by hearing it people may come

to themselves and obey Allah, and desist committing sins and ingratitude. For this

:very purpose, He addresses His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and says

And (O’ Prophet!) coin for them a parable: Two men, We made for one of them two “
gardens of vines

and We surrounded them with date-palms and

.” We placed between them tillage

It was a fertile field with two gardens of vines and dates in addition to farms of wheat

.and kinds of corn, so that everything was complete in it

****

These two gardens, from the point of agricultural products, were matured and the
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fruits of their trees were wholly in full maturation and their farmings were going to be

:harvested, in a manner that nothing was withheld therein. The holy verse says

: …” Both of the gardens gave their fruits and withheld naught thereof “ 
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Most important of all was water, the cause of the life of every thing, and in gardens

:and farmings there, in particular, it was available enough, since, as the verse says

. ” and We caused a river to gush forth in their midst “ …

****

Thus, the possessor of those couple of gardens and farming had got many kinds of

:fruit and so much income. The holy verse says

(, …” And he had fruits (in abundance “ 

But, since the world was in his favour, and those who are of little capacity and are in
lack of personality, when everything is in their favour, they become proud and begin

disobedience, the first stage of which is self-admiration and arrogance upon others,
the owner of those couple of gardens started speaking with his friend. The verse

:continues saying

so he said to his companion, as he was conversing with him: ‘I have greater wealth “ …

than you, and am mightier

’. ” in respect of men

Therefore, he told his friend that, in comparison with him, he had many men in his

authority and also he had both abundance of wealth, and social position and influence.
.Then he asked his companion what he could say and what he had to utter

****

Little by title, as it is usual, these thoughts went on to be upper and upper in him, so

much so that he considered the world was eternal and his wealth and honour were

perpetual for him. So, he proudly entered his garden. He looked round unto the green

trees therein, the branches of which had come down unto the ground because of the

,height of the fruits, and unto the ears of corn, which were spread clinging every side
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when he was listening to the sound of the river which was flowing forward, watering

the trees, he neglectfully said that he did not think that destruction and mortality

:could fall over it. The verse says

And he entered his garden while he was unjust to himself. He said: ‘I do not think “ 
that

,” this will ever perish

He went even further than that and, since the eternity of this world contrasts the

:fulfillment of Resurrection, he thought of the denial of Hereafter and said

, … ” And I do not think that the Hour (of Resurrection) will come “ 

He thought that these ideas are some things that a group of people had invented to

please themselves. Then, he imagined if there were a resurrection in the course he

:would have a high rank and personality, and he added

and even if I am returned unto my Lord, I shall surely find a better than this a “ …

’.” resort

He was wandering in these useless imaginations, and every moment he added some

new vain words to his former undue words. Then his faithful friend began speaking

.and rejected his vain statements, which will be dealt with in the following discussions

:Note

The Arabic term /’ukul/ means some products and fruits which are edible while the

term /θamar/ is applied for kinds of fruit, and sorts of wealth and properties; it is even

.called to ‘trees’, too
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These verses can lead us to some principles of planting and keeping typical and

:attractive gardens. These leadings are as follows

A. The low and short trees may be planted in the middle, (vines), and the tall trees

(. around the garden, (date-palms

B. Gardens may be arranged separate with each other, so that there can be left a

(. distance between them, (and We put between them

C. The lands of the distance between gardens should be formed, (between them

(. tillage

D. Water ought to be gushed forth in the midst of the gardens, (and We cause a river

(. to gush forth in their midst

(. E. Gardens must not be hollow, weak and calamitous, (and withheld naught thereof

Therefore, the best views of the gardens are the vine gardens with various grapes,
and those that have vines and date-palms with together, and kinds of farming (tillage)
are in between the gardens (and We Surrounded them) and that streams flow

beneath the trees and beside the farms, (and We caused a river to gush forth in their

(. midst

****
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لاًجُرَ كَاَّوسَ  َّمُث  هٍفَطُْن  نِم  َّمُث  بٍارَُت  نِم  کَقَلَخَ  يذَِّلاِب  تَرْفَکَأَ  هُرُوِاحَُی  وَهُوَ  هُُبحِاصَ  هَُل  لَاقَ  - 37

اًدحَأَ ِ-ي  بّرَِب كُرِشُْا  لآوَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ هَُّللا  وَهُ  َّنکَِل  - 38

اًدَلوَوَ لاًامَ  کَنِم  َّلقَأَ  ْاَنأَ  نِرَتَ  نإِ  هَِّللاِب  َّلاإِ  هََّوُق  هَُّللا لاَ  ءَآشَ  امَ  تَْلُق  کَتََّنجَ  تَْلخَدَ  ذْإِ  لآوَْلوَ  - 39

اًقَلزَ اًدیعِصَ  حَِبصُْتفَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  اًنابَسْحُ  اهَْیلَعَ  لَسِرُْیوَ  کَِتَّنجَ  نِم  اًرْیخَ  نِیَِتؤُْی  نأَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ یسَعَفَ  - 40

اًبلَطَ هَُل  عَیطِتَسْتَ  نلَفَ  اًروْغَ  اهَؤُآمَ  حَِبصُْی  وْأَ  - 41

His companion said to him, as he was conversing with him; ‘Do you disbelieve in . “ 37
Him Who created you from dust then from a sperm-drop, then He fashioned you a

? ” (complete) man

.” But, as for me He, Allah, is my Lord, and none do I associate with my Lord . “ 38

And why did you not say when you entered your garden: ‘As Allah will, there is no . “ 39
. ” power except in Allah’? If you see me less than you in wealth and children

Yet it may be that my Lord will give me better than your garden, and will send on . “ 40
(it (your garden

.” a thunderbolt from heaven so that it becomes an even slippery ground without plant

Or its water will be sunk (into the earth), so that you will never be able to seek it . “ 41
. ” out
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Commentary:37-41

These holy verses are upon the rejections of the baseless utterances of that faithless,
proud, and conceited rich man that are heard from the tongue of his faithful

companion. He waited silently and was listening to the words of that haughty man in
order that he would say whatever he had in his inside. Then he answered him all the

:same time, as the verse says

His companion said to him, as he was conversing with him; ‘Do you disbelieve in Him “ 
Who created you

? ” from dust then from a sperm-drop, then He fashioned you a (complete) man

In other words, this the Lord Who, at first, created man from soil. He caused the

nutritious material existed in the soil to be absorbed by the roots of the trees. The

trees in turn became the food of animals, and man consumed from the plant as well

.as the meat of the animals

His life-germ was made up of them. In the womb of the mother, the life-germ

developed its different stages of perfection until it became a complete man. A human

being that is superior to all the existing things of the earth. He can contemplate, think,
make decision, and subject rather everything under his control. Yes, the change of

worthless dust into such a wonderful being, with those different complicated organs

.of his body and soul, is one of the great reasonings of Unity

****

Then, in order to break the infidelity and pride of his companion, the faithful man said

that he boasted and was
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proud of his belief that Allah was his Lord. The verse, from the tongue of the faithful

:man, says

.” But, as for me He, Allah, is my Lord, and none do I associate with my Lord “ 

He told his faithless friend who boasted that he had garden, farming, fruit and water

in abundance, that he was honoured that his Lord, his Creator, and his Sustainer was

Allah. He added that his companion glorified the life this world while he glorified his

:belief, faith, and monotheism, as the holy verse continues saying

. ” and none do I associate with my Lord “ …

****

After pointing to the subject of Unity and infidelity which are the most important

:subjects in the fate of man, again he reproached his faithless companion, and said

, …” And why did you not say when you entered your garden: ‘As Allah will “ 

Why did you not consider all of these from the side of Allah and you did not thank for

His bounties? And why did you not say that there is no power and ability save from the

:source of Allah? The verse in this regard says

’? … ” there is no power except in Allah “ …

You have ploughed the earth, scattered the seed, planted the shoot, guarded the

trees, and provided every necessary thing for them on time in a manner that they

grew like that. All of these activities have been done by means of the usage of the

abilities, possibilities, and means that Allah has given you. You have nothing of

:yourself, and without Him you are naught. Then, he added that it did not matter

. ” If you see me less than you in wealth and children “ …
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****

, …” Yet it may be that my Lord will give me better than your garden “ 

My Lord not only will give me a better garden than yours, but also He will send a

thunderbolt from heaven on your garden and, in a short time, He will change this

:green land into a plantless, slippery even plain. The holy verse continues saying

and will send on it (your garden) a thunderbolt from heaven so that it becomes an “ …

.” even slippery ground without plant

****

Or He may order the land to move so that this spring and gushing water should sink

:down into the earth and you will never be able to find it. The verse says

. ” Or its water will be sunk (into the earth), so that you will never be able to seek it out “ 

The Arabic term /husbān/, used in this holy verse, originally is derived from /hisāb/
(calculation); then it has been used in the sense of the arrows which are counted at

the time of shooting. It has also been applied with the meaning of ‘the punishment

which comes upon persons on reckoning’, and the purpose in the abovementioned

.verse is this very meaning

The Qur’ānic word /sa‘īd/ means ‘the sand, or dust on the surface of the earth’ It is
(. originally taken from /sa‘ūd/ (a calamity

The Arabic term /zalaq/ means an even land without any plant so that the foot may

slip on it. (It is interesting that today, in order to fix the running sands and prevent the

towns to be buried under the storms of sand, people try to grow
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some plants and trees on such lands so that they can control them, and deliver them

.from the state of being slippery

Indeed, that faithful and monotheist man warned his proud companion that he could

not attach and depend on those bounties, because none of them was reliable. In fact

he says that he has seen with his own eyes or, at least, has heard with his own ears

that sometimes the heavenly thunderbolt, in a short moment, turns gardens, houses,
.and farms into a heap of soil, or a dry land without any water and any grass

And also you may have heard or seen that sometimes a sharp earthquake may ruin

.the irrigation systems and make springs dry so that they cannot be mended

When you know these clear facts, what is this pride and haughtiness for? You who

have seen these events, why do you attach to them? Why do you say that you do not

?believe that these bounties will perish

!But they will be eternal. What an ignorance and stupidity

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said that if a servant says ‘that which Allah pleases’ and

‘There is no power except in Allah’, when He bestows on him wealth and children,
Allah may repel his calamities and disquiet from him so that he obtains his (good)

(wishes. Then he (p.b.u.h.) recited this verse.(1

Some Islamic traditions denote that the recitation of the holy phrase “There is neither

might nor strength but in Allah” causes afflictions to be repelled and bounties to last

.long, and it is a treasure out of the treasures of Heaven

****

p: 83

Dur-rul-Manthūr, the Commentary - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5624 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_83_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


اًدحَأَ ِ-ي  بّرَِب كْرِشُْا  مَْل  یِنتَْیَل  ایَ  لُوقُیَوَ  اهَشِورُعُ  یلَعَ  هٌیَوِاخَ  یَهِوَ  اهَیِف  قَفَنأَ  آمَ  یلَعَ  هِْیَّفکَ  ِ-بُ  لّقَُی حَبَصْاَفَ  هِرِمَثَِب  طَیحُِاوَ  - 42

اًرصِتَنمَ نَاکَ  امَوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  هَُنورُصُنیَ  هٌئَِف  هَُّل  نکُتَ  مَْلوَ  - 43

اًبْقعُ رٌْیخَوَ  اًباوََث  رٌْیخَ  وَهُ    ِ قّحَْلا هَِّلِل  هُیَلاَوَْلا  کَِلانَهُ  - 44

And his fruits were enwrapped (into destruction), so he began wringing his hands . “ 42
for what he had expended

,in it, and it was fallen down upon its trellises

!’ ” and he was saying: ‘Alas me! Would I had not associated with my Lord any one

And he had no troop to help him as against (the wrath of) Allah, nor could he help . “ 43
.” himself

Thereover protection belongs only to Allah, the True; He is best rewarding, and . “ 44
.” best for consequence

Commentary: verses 42-44

Finally, the debate of those two men ended and the faithful man had got no

penetration in the depth of the soul of that proud, faithless rich man who, with the

same spirituality and doctrine, went back home. He was unaware that the command

of Allah had been issued that his green gardens and cultivations to be perished. He

should receive the retribution of his pride and infidelity in this very world, in order that

.his end would become as a gazing-stock and a warning to others

Perhaps it was at the same moment that the darkness of night had covered

everywhere when the punishment of Allah, in the form of a destructive thunderbolt,
or a terrible violate
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storm, or a horrible ruinous earthquake, in a short time, destroyed whatever there

were in those pleasant gardens which contained so many fruitful tall trees, and

:fructified cultivations. The verse says

(, … ” And his fruits were enwrapped (into destruction “ 

The Arabic term /’uhīt/ is from the root /’ihātah/ which, in such instances, means ‘an

encompassing punishment’, the result of which is a complete destruction. In the next

morning, when the owner of the garden, with a series of desires and imaginations,
went toward his garden in order to visit it and enjoy its products, approaching it, he

encountered a dreadful scene, so terrible that his mouth dried because of wonder and

.his eyes became dim and motionless

He could not know that he was observing that scene in dream or in vigilance. The

trees had utterly dropped on the ground, the cultivations had became upside down,
.and there was seen little of life therein

As if there were no pleasant garden and green tillage there. The doleful moans of

owls were heard in its ruins. The man’s heart started its palpitation sharply, and his

face grew pale. The saliva dried in his mouth, and whatever of pride and arrogance

.was in his heart and his mind suddenly dispersed

As if he had got up from a long and deep sleep. He was thinking of the heavy

expenses he had earned from every side in his lifetime and had expended in it. The

:verse says

so he began wringing his hands for what he had expended in it, and it was fallen “ …

, …” down upon its trellises

It was just in the same time that he regreted from his false and futile statements and

:thoughts. The verse continues saying

!’ ” and he was saying: ‘Alas me! Would I had not associated with my Lord any one “ …
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****

More lamentable than this it was that, at the time of confronting this calamity, he was

perfectly alone and had no one to help him for this great damage and grievous

:affliction. The verse says

, … ” And he had no troop to help him as against (the wrath of) Allah“

He had not anything to substitute that, which was his whole capital. The verse

:continues saying

.” nor could he help himself “ …

In fact, in this event all his arrogant imaginations disturbed and proved to be

nonsensical. On one side, he used to say that he never believed that his great capital

and abundant wealth would have an annihilation, but he saw its annihilation with his

own eyes. On the other side, he arrogantly boasted to his faithful monotheistic

companion and said that he was more powerful than him from the point of wealth and

men. But, after this event, he observed that none was his helper. On the third side, he

depended on his own power and considered his ability illimitable. But, after that he

became in lack of everything in that event, he comprehended his great mistake,
.because he had nothing in his disposal to compensate a part of that great damage

Principally, those companions who, like flies around a candy, come nigh to a person

because of his property and wealth whom the person considers as a support for his

days of

misfortune, will scatter when that bounty vanishes, because their friendship has not

formed as a spiritual approach, but it has been based on material support. When it

.vanishes, that friendship vanishes, too
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.However, it was too late for him to be remorseful

This kind of compulsory vigilance, which appears at the time of befalling some

grievous calamities upon a person, even for the Pharaohs, is worthless and,
.therefore, it is not useful for him, either

Yes, it was at the same time that he stated the phrase: “Would I had not associated

with my Lord any one!’ ” by his own tongue. It was the same phrase that his faithful

companion had said before, but he said it when he was in safety, and this man said it
.at the time of misfortune

****

It was at that moment that this fact was proved once again that protection,
guardianship and Power belong to Allah, the Lord Who is the Truth Himself. The verse

:says

,Thereover protection belongs only to Allah “ 

; …” the True

Yes, here it was made perfectly clear that all bounties belong to Him, and whatever

He wills, it will be done. So, there will be performed nothing save by relying on His

grace. Verily, it is only He Who has the best rewards and provides the best end and

:fate for the obedient. The verse continues saying

.” He is best rewarding, and best for consequence “ …

Thus, if a person wants to attach some and to rely on him and to be hopeful to his

reward, it is better for him that his support to be Allah, and his attachment and his

.hope to be unto the grace and kindness of the Lord

But, O’ Man! How do you want to be the best in the world, while you tread the most

clear laws of the world of creation; allocate all merits to yourself, and devour the right

?of others
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****
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Section 6:Wealth and Children, only Passing Shows

Point

Wealth and children are only a transitory adornment of the life of this world and are

only a passing show, but good deeds are the Best and lasting assets

یلَعَ هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  حُایَ   ِ رّلا هُورُذْتَ  اًمیشـِهَ  حَبَصـْاَفَ  ضِرْلاَا  تُابََن  هِِب  طَلَتَخْافَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  هُانَْلزَنأَ  ءٍآمَکَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  لَثَمَ  مهَُل  بْرِضـْاوَ  - 45
اًردِتَْقُم ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ

And coin for them the similitude of the life of the world as water which We send . “ 45
down from the sky, and the plants of the earth mingle with it, and then becomes dry

.” twigs that the winds scatter; and Allah is omnipotent over everything

Commentary: verse 45

The containing words of this verse are upon the plants and pleasantness of the earth,
and, then, the appearance of the Divine Wrath which caused them to be burnt into

ashes. This statement has been said in order that it becomes a warning for haughty

.people who are neglectful of Allah

Verily, the world is like a rootless plant which grows with a little rain and dries with a
.slight wind. In this course, whatever remains, of course, is the man’s righteous deeds

Addressing human beings, in a tradition narrated from Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s.), he says: “
O’ he who the world has made busy to
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.” itself! Beware that the long various wishes of the world have made you proud

Therefore, Allah commands His Messenger in this verse to set forth to the people a
parable in order that he attracts their attention from the world to the Hereafter. The

:verse says

And coin for them the similitude of the life of the world as water which We send “ 
down from the sky, and the plants of the earth mingle with it, and then becomes dry

; … ” twigs that the winds scatter

The fine scenery of the green plants and their leaves and branches, which grow

pleasantly, enamours man to itself and takes him out into the fields in order that he

watches the beautiful nature in the spring. But the green plants and flowers of the

.spring do not last long

Finally they become pale and dry and winds scatter their dust and straws here and

.there. The world is also like that

Then the Qur’ān implies that Allah prevails over all things and no one is able to stand

:against His Power and His Will. It says

.” and Allah is omnipotent over everything “ …

A similar meaning to this verse, with some more details, is recited in SuraYūnus, No.
.10, verse 24, and Sura Al-Hadeed, No.57, verse 20, too

p: 89

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5631 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


لاًمَأَ رٌْیخَوَ  اًباوَث  ِ-كَ  بّرَ دَنعِ  رٌْیخَ  تُاحَِلاَّصلا  تُایَِقابَْلاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هُنَیزِ  نَوُنبَْلاوَ  لُامَْلا  - 46

Wealth and children are an ornament of the life of the world, and the everlasting . “ 46
. ” good works are better with your Lord in reward and better in expectation

Commentary: verse 46

In Islamic traditions recorded by both the Sunnite and the Shi‘it, it is narrated from the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), and by the Shi‘it again narrated from the Imams of

Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), that the purpose of ‘the everlasting good works’ is the four-hymns,
i.e.: “ Glory be to Allah, and praise belongs to Allah, and there is no god save Allah, and

Allah is the greatest. ” And, in some other traditions, it is said that the objective

meaning of this holy phrase is ‘The five statutory prayers’, while some others denote

that it is ‘the night prayer’, while some other traditions indicate that the purpose of it
(is ‘the love of Ahl-ul-Bayt’.(1

Therefore, in this holy verse, Allah has defined the position of the wealth and the

:power of man, which are two main pillars of the life in this world. The verse says

 … ” Wealth and children are an ornament of the life of the world“

These ornaments are as blossoms which appear over the branches of this tree. They

are fleeting and do not last long. If
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they do not take to themselves the colour of eternality by being on the path of Allah,
.they are much invalid

In this holy verse, in fact, two parts of the most important capitals of this world have

been referred to, the rest of which are some dependants to these two. These two

.parts are the economical ability and human ability

:Then, it adds

and the everlasting good works are better with your Lord in reward and better in “ …

. ” expectation

The concept of the phrase ‘the everlasting good works’ is so vast that it envelops any

thought, idea, speech, and deed which is righteous and praiseworthy. And, naturally,
this effort remains and its effects and favours reach the members of societies, such

as science, industry, good children, the buildings of a mosque, hospital, and school,
and also religious and useful publications like: the commentary of the Qur’ān, the

.traditions of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), and so on

****
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اًدحَأَ مْهُْنِم  رْدِاغَُن  مْلَفَ  مْهُاَنرْشَحَوَ  هًزَرِاَب  ضَرْلاَا  يرَتَوَ  لَابَجِْلا  ِ-رُ  یّسَُن مَوْیَوَ  - 47

اًدعِوْمَ مکَُل  لَعَجَْن  نَّلأَ  مُْتمْعَزَ  لَْب  هٍَّرمَ  لََّوأَ  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  امَکَ  اَنومُُتْئجِ  دْقََّل  اًفّصَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ یلَعَ  اوضُرِعُوَ  - 48

And (remember) the day We shall set the mountains in motion, and you will see . “ 47
.the earth a leveled plain and We muster them nor shall We leave out any one of them

”

And they shall be presented before your Lord in ranks, (and Allah says:) ‘You have . “ 48
.come to Us, as We created you upon the first time

’.” But you thought that We should not appoint a tryst for you

Commentary: verses 47-48

In order that the life of the world would not be loved, the remembrance of the Day of

Judgment is necessary. This Day is for every body and there is no exception for any

one. The words in the previous holy verses were upon a selfish proud man who,
because of his haughtiness and pride, denied Resurrection. Here, following that

subject, the Qur’ān explains three stages concerning Hereafter. The first stage is

before the resurrection of human beings. The second stage is the Resurrection itself.
.And the third stage is related to some events after Resurrection

At first, the holy Qur’ān implies that we should remember the Day when the system of

the world of existence, as a preparation for a new system, will be disturbed and the

mountains will be set in motion so that all the barriers of the
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surface of the earth will be removed and the land will be leveled in a shape that every

:thing can clearly be seen. The verse says

And (remember) the day We shall set the mountains in motion, and you will see the“
 … ” earth a leveled plain

These current verses of the Qur’ān point to the events which will happen at the

threshold of Resurrection. Such events are a lot, and some of them are particularly

pointed out in the short suras at the end of the Qur’ān. These events are called as ‘the

/. signs of Hereafter’ /’ašrāt us sā‘ah

After that, the verse finally implies that at this time Allah will gather them all, so that

:even a single person will not be left out. The verse continues saying

. ” and We muster them nor shall We leave out any one of them “ …

The abovementioned sentence is an emphasis upon this fact that Resurrection is a

.general commandment and none will be exception from it

****

In the second verse, the Qur’ān refers to the circumstances of the resurrection and

:humankind. It says

And they shall be presented before your Lord“

, …” in ranks

This expression may be an indication to the case that every group of people, who

have the same belief or similar deeds, will be categorized in one row. Or, all of them,
without any difference or privilege, will be set in a single row; like the mass of soldiers

.in front of the commander-in-chief of the army, where they are wholly seen

However, standing in a row is a sign of order and tidiness. It is the secret of discipline

and modesty. In the Qur’ān, for
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the statement of the qualifications of the strugglers, and also angels, the expression

.of ‘row and rank’ has been used

Two suras of the Qur’ān are also entitled ‘As-Saff’ (the Ranks, the Row) and ‘As-
(. Saffāt’ (the Rangers

In the world, sometimes, the military army are presented to the chiefs in a particular

order, while, in Hereafter, all human beings will automatically and regularly be

:presented to the Lord. There, they will be told

You have come to Us, as We created you upon the first time. But you thought that “... ‘
’.” We should not appoint a tryst for you

In Hereafter, there will be for them, no property, nor privileges and material ranks,
.nor any helpers. They will be in the same state that they were created at first

But, they imagined that Allah would never appoint a time for them. This status was at

the time when the pride of material facilities deluded them, and the love of the world,
which they imagined to be eternal, caused them to be neglectful of the thought of the

Hereafter, which is inside the nature of everybody. But it is certain that the faithful

persons, who are seekers of the truth and have enough capacity, will never fall in

such ugly epithet when they reach to a social rank or some wealth. They not only will

not be proud, but also no change will appear in their daily programs from this point of

.view

It is narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and Imam Sādiq (a.s.) that in Hereafter there

will arrange one hundred and twenty thousand rows. Eighty thousand of them will be

the Prophet’s community, from the beginning of his embassy until the end of

resurrection, and the former communities will be only forty thousand rows. (Kāfī,
(. Bihār-ul-Anwār, Tafsīr-us-Sāfī, and Atyab-ul-Bayān
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اهَاصَحْأَ َّلآإِ  هًرَیِبکَ  لاَوَ  هًرَیغِصـَ  رُدِاغَُی  بِاتَکِْلا لاَ  اذَهـَ  لِامَ  انـَتَلَْیوَایَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  هِیِف  اَّمِم  نَیقِفِشـُْم  نَیِمرِجْ  - مُْلا يرَتَفَ  بُاتـَکِْلا  عَضِوُوَ  - 49
اًدحَأَ کَُّبرَ  مُِلظِْی  لاَوَ  اًرضِاحَ  اوُلمِعَ  امَ  اودُجَوَوَ 

And the Book (of deeds) is placed, and you see the guilty fearful at what is in it, . “ 49
and saying: ‘Alas for us! What a Book is this, that it leaves out nothing, small or great,
but it has numbered it?’ And they will find all that they did confronting them; and your

.” Lord does not treat anyone with injustice

Commentary:verses 49

Point

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said: “ On the Day of Hereafter, when the man’s record of deeds will

be given to him, he looks at it and sees that all his moments, words, movements and

deeds are recorded in it; then he remembers them wholly such that as if he has done

them just one hour before.”(1) Therefore, the holy verse implies that on Hereafter,
there is the Book of deeds of all human beings which will be placed before them.
When the sinners are informed of its content, they will be so frightened that the signs

:of fear will clearly be seen in their faces. The verse says

, …” And the Book (of deeds) is placed, and you see the guilty fearful at what is in it “ 
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At this moment, the guilty will astonishingly cry loudly for what they see, and, as the

:verse states

and saying: ‘Alas for us! What a Book is this, that it leaves out nothing, small or “ …

great, but

?’…” it has numbered it

They will say that it is a Book that every thing has been minutely recorded and

.reckoned in it so that nothing has been left out

Verily, what a terrible circumstance it is! They say that they have forgotten all those

deeds of theirs in a manner that sometimes they thought they had committed no

wrong, but today they see that their responsibility is heavier than what they

.considered and their fate is very dark

Besides that recorded document, principally they will see all their deeds present

before them. They will find the embodiment of their all good and evil actions,
injustices and justices, vices and treacheries, all in all, in front of them. The verse

:continues saying

; …” And they will find all that they did confronting them “ …

In fact, they are entangled with the fruit of their own actions and the Lord is just to

every one. Whatever they will be involved in Hereafter is the deeds they have done in
this world. Thus, whom can they complain of, save of themselves? The verse

:concludes

.” and your Lord does not treat anyone with injustice “ …

At the end, it is understood from the verses of the Qur’ān that there will be three kinds

of Book for human beings in the Hereafter. The first is a single Book which will be

placed there for the reckoning of the deeds of all. The second is the Book that every

community has, in which the deeds of every community are recorded, as it is recited

,in Sura Al-Jāthiyah
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: …” No.45, verse 28: “ …every nation shall be called to its book

The third is the Book which exists for every person separately, as Sura Al-’Isrā’, No.17,
verse 13 says: “And We have made every man’s actions to cling to his neck, and We

.” will bring forth to him on the Resurrection Day a book which will be found wide open

It is evident that there is no inconsistency between the content of these verses,
because it does not matter that the man’s deeds may be recorded in different books.
The similar form of it can also be seen in programs of the present world where, for

proper systematizing organizations of a country, there will be formed a regulation and

calculation for every unit, and then those units will have a new situation in the greater

.units

But, this fact should be noted that the men’s book of deeds in Hereafter is not like the

ordinary notebook or book in this world. It is an expressive and undeniable collection,
.which, perhaps, is the natural consequence of the man’s deeds themselves

However, the verses under discussion indicate that, besides the man’s deeds being

recorded in a special book, the deeds themselves will also incarnate and attend

;there,(1) as the verse points out: (…And they will find all that they confronting them

…(.

The deeds which have disappeared in the form of scattered energy from the sights in
this world, in fact, have not been annihilated. (The modern science has proved that no

material
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.( and energy will vanish, but it always changes into another form

On That Day, these energies, which have been lost, will be changed into matter, by

the command of Allah, and will incarnate in some suitable shapes. The righteous

deeds will appear in some beautiful and interesting forms, while the evil actions will

appear in some ugly and hateful features, and they will remain with us. It is for this

reason that, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says: “ …and your Lord does not treat

anyone with injustice ”, because the rewards and the retributions are the fruit of the

.deeds of themselves

Some of commentators, of course, have considered the holy phrase: “ … and they will

find all that they did confronting them ” as an emphasis on the subject of ‘the Book (of

deeds)’. They have said that the meaning of the sentence is that they will find all their

own deeds present and recorded in that Book. (Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr, by Fakhr-i-Rāzī, and

(Tafsīr-ul-Jāmi‘, by Qurtubī

:However, in the commentary of ‘Ayyāshī, under the holy verse

Alas for us! What a Book is this, that it leaves out nothing, small or great, but it has “ …

numbered it?’ And they will find all that they did confronting them; and your Lord does

not treat anyone with injustice.” There is a tradition narrated from Khālid-ibn-Najīb

who has narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “ When the Day of Justice occurs,
the man’s book will be given to him and he will be ordered to read it.” Khālid says that

he asked Imam (a.s.): “Will he recognize what he reads?” Imam (a.s.) answered: “He

will remember all. There will be no moment, no glance, no word, no step, and no other

actions that he has fulfilled but he will remember entirely by reading that book, in a
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.manner as if he has performed it at that very moment

Therefore, he will say: ‘Alas for us! What a Book is this, that it leaves out nothing, small

or great, but it has numbered it?’ ” (Tafsīr-ul-Burhān, and As-Sāfī. The content

.( meaning of this tradition has also been narrated by men of tradition and community

:Some Traditions

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “ …What will then be your position when your . 1
affairs reach their end and graves are turned upside down (to throw out the deed)?
There shall every soul realize what it has sent before, and they shall be brought back

to Allah, their true Lord, and what they did fabricate (the false deities) will vanish

((away) from them.”(1

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “Did you not see those who engaged in long-reaching . 2
desires, built strong buildings, amassed much wealth but their houses turned to

graves and their collections turned into ruin? Their property devolved on the

successors and their spouses on those who came after them. They cannot (now) add

to their good acts nor invoke (Allah’s) mercy in respect to evil acts. Therefore,
whoever makes his heart habituated to fear Allah achieves a forward position and his

(action is successful.”(2

****
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Section 7:Satan and his Tribe

Point

The open enemies of Mankind

Mankind warned against following Satan and his tribe who are the open enemies of

man and his progeny

یِنودُ نِم  ءَآیَِلوْأَ  هُتََّی   ِ رّذُوَ هَُنوذُخـَِّتتَفَأَ  ِ-هِ  بّرَرِْمأَ نْعَ  قَسَفَفَ    ِ نّجِْلا نَِم  نَاکَ  سَیِلْبإِ  َّلآإِ  اودُجَسـَفَ  مَدَلاِ  اودُجُسـْا  هِکَِئلآَمَْلِل  انَْلُق  ذْإِوَ  - 50
لاًدََب نَیمِِلاَّظلِل  سَْئِب  ٌّودُعَ  مْکَُل  مْهُوَ 

And (remember) when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate to Adam,’ So they (all) . “ 50
prostrated except Iblis; he was of the jinn, and he rebelled against his Lord’s

.command

Will you then choose him and his seed as your protecting friends instead of Me, when

!” they are enemies to you? Evil would be the exchange for the unjust

Commentary: verse 50

Three difinite categories of prostration

Prostration is of three definite categories. The first is the prostration of worship which

is only for Allah (s.w.t.), like the prostration in prayer. The second is the prostration of

obedience like the prostration of angels to Adam which was for the sake of the

obedience of the command of Allah. The third is the prostration of honouring and

.grandeur, like Jacob’s prostration to Yūsuf
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Of course, the story of the creation of Adam and the angels’ prostration to him and

disobedience of Satan has repeatedly been stated in the different verses of the

Qur’ān, but, as we have formerly pointed out, these repetitions contain some

.different points, so that each of which refers to a particular matter

And in view of the fact that in the former explanations, the circumstance of the tyrant

haughty rich people before the poor, the oppressed, and their end, had been

illustrated, here, in this verse, the words are upon the Satan’s disobedience from

prostrating to Adam in order that we know the fact that, from very beginning, pride

.has been the cause of infidelity and insolence

In addition to that subject, this story defines that aberrations usually originate from

.satanic temptations

:At first, the Qur’ān says

And (remember) when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate to Adam,’ So they (all)“
; … ” prostrated except Iblis

This exception may bring this misconception into being that Iblis was among the kind

of angels, while the angels are immaculate, and then how did Iblis pave the path of

?disobedience and infidelity

:That is why, immediately after that, the Qur’ān adds

. …” he was of the jinn, and he rebelled against his Lord’s command “ …

Satan was not of the kind of the angles, but because of servitude, submission and

proximity to Allah, he was placed in the row of angels, so respectfully that, perhaps,
he was even as a teacher of them. But, as a result of haughtiness and pride, he

became the most accursed and hatred creature of divine portal. Then, the verse

:continues saying
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Will you then choose him and his seed as your protecting friends instead of Me, “… 
? …” when they are enemies to you

They are your harsh enemies who have made an oath to be against you, and have

.decided to lead all of you astray and make you miserable

Obeying Satan and his progeny, instead of obeying Allah, is an evil exchange for the

:wrong doers. The verse says

!” Evil would be the exchange for the unjust “… 

How a wise person may choose an enemy, who has taken a decision to destroy him

?and has sworn upon this enmity, as his guardian, leader, and support

****
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اًدضُعَ نَی  -ِ لّضِمُْلا ذَخَِّتُم  تُنکُ  امَوَ  مْهِسِفُنأَ  قَْلخَ  لاَوَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَْلخَ  مْهُُّتدهَشْأَ  آَّم  - 51

I did not make them to witness the creation of the heavens and the earth, nor of . “ 51
.” the creation of their selves, nor choose I misleaders for (My) helpers

Commentary: verse 51

Allah is absolutely free from any want and He needs no helper even in creation. Then,
if He (s.w.t.) refers some affairs to others, like referring the subject of guardianship to

the angels, it is not because of powerlessness, but it is because of wisdom, and it is
.alongside the path of teaching and development of humankind

Thus, He announces in this verse that for the creation of the heavens and the earth

and the creation of Iblis and his progeny, He did not summon them and He did not

.want them to come to help

Therefore, His power is complete and He is not in need of the help of Satans, and

:none should obey Satans instead of Allah. The verse says

I did not make them to witness the creation “ 

, …” of the heavens and the earth, nor of the creation of their selves

Never Allah calls Satans, who are the misleaders of human beings, to help Him, nor

:does He take them as His assistants. The verse continues saying

.” nor choose I misleaders for (My) helpers “ …

It has been narrated that Hadrat Ali (a.s.) was told that until the settlement of his

government he might keep Mu‘āwiyah fix
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in office and, after becoming powerful, he could dismiss him. Then, in answer to them,
he (a.s.) said: “ And I do not choose misleaders for (my) helpers.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-

(Thaqalayn, vol.3, p. 268

****
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اًقِبوَّْم مْهُنَْیَب  انَْلعَجَوَ  مْهَُل  اوُبیجِتَسْیَ  مْلَفَ  مْهُوْعَدَفَ  مُْتمْعَزَ  نَیذَِّلا  يَءِآکَرَشُ  اودُاَن  لُوقُیَ  مَوْیَوَ  - 52

اًفرِصْمَ اهَْنعَ  اودُجِیَ  مَْلوَ  اهَوعُِقاوَُّم  مهَُّنأَ  اوُّنظَفَ  رَاَّنلا  نَوُمرِجْ  - مُْلا يأَرَوَ  - 53

And (remember) the Day (of Judgment) when He will say (to the polytheists): ‘Call . “ 52
on those whom you considered to be My partners.’ So they shall call on them, but they

.” will not answer them, and We will cause between them a valley of perdition

And the evildoers will see the Fire, then apprehend that they are falling into it, and . “ 53
will find no escape

.” from it

Commentary: verses 52-53

Those who separate from Allah will wander and resort to everything. They appeal to

men down to matters and animals, from sun and moon in the sky down to cow and

calf on the earth, from immaculate angles down to the evil Satans. But whatever the

more they call, the less they hear an answer, while if they call Allah (s.w.t.) they will

.surely be answered

:Therefore, this verse warns them again, saying

And (remember) the Day (of Judgment) when He will say (to the polytheists): ‘Call on “ 
.’ …” those whom you considered to be My partners

You were boasting of them for a lifetime. You used to prostrate before them. Now

that the waves of punishment and
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retribution have surrounded you from every side, you may call on them to help you at

.least for an hour

It seems that they have still the kind of thoughts of this world in mind, so they call on

them, but these imaginary deities do not even respond to their call, much less they

haste to help them. Therefore, Allah makes a place of perdition between these two

:groups. The verse says

So they shall call on them, but they will not answer them, and We will cause “ …

.” between them a valley of perdition

****

:The end of the followers of Satan and polytheists is stated in the verse, as follows

, …” And the evildoers will see the Fire “ 

The Fire, which they had never believed, will appear before their eyes. It is in this

:condition that they comprehend their mistake in the past. So the verse says

, …” then apprehend that they are falling into it “ …

And they shall also apprehend in certainty that they will find no way of escape from

:that blazing Fire. The holy verse continues saying

. ” and will find no escape from it “ …

Neither do their simulated deities come to help them, nor are the intercession of the

intercessors useful for them, nor can they relieve from the grasp of the Fire of Hell,
the blazing Fire which their own deeds have lighted by means of telling lies and

.falsehood, and by having recourse to wealth and force in this world

Then, at the end of the verse, the holy Qur’ān implies that the sinners will not have

any chance of escape from the
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punishment in Hereafter, because deliverance is either under the shade of correct

belief, or because of the Divine forgiveness based upon repentance and righteous

deeds, which are not available for them; or because of intercession which their idols

.are not able to obtain. Thus, Hell is certain for them

****
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Section 8:Allah is Forgiving and the Lord of Mercy

Point

Allah is Forgiving – The Lord of Mercy Who never hastens to requite for the evils of

men – but defers punishment

لاًدَجَ ءٍیْشَ  رَثَکْأَ  نُاسَنلإِا  نَاکَوَ  لٍثَمَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  سِاَّنلِل  نِاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  یِف  انَْفَّرصَ  دْقََلوَ  - 54

لاًُبُق بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُیَِتأْیَ  وْأَ  نَیِلَّولاَا  هَُّنسُ  مْهُیَِتأْتَ  نأَ  َّلآإِ  مْهَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسْیَوَ  يدَهُْلا  مُهُءَآجَ  ذْإِ  اوُنِمؤُْی  نأَ  سَاَّنلا  عَنَمَ  امَوَ  - 55

And indeed We have explained in this Qur’ān every kind of similitude for mankind, . “ 54
.” but man, of most things, is contentious

And naught prevented men from believing when the guidance came unto them, . “ 55
and seeking their Lord’s forgiveness, except that the wont of the ancients should

.” come upon them, or that the chastisement should come face to face with them

Commentary: verses 54-55

The Qur’ānic term /sarrafnā/, in this verse, means that ‘We have spoken to them in

’. different statements and through any style and logic which may affect on them

The Arabic word /jidāl/ means ‘dispute’ in a form of conflict and demand of

.preference
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Beside the positive qualities the man has, like having a divine spirit, being superior to

the angels with their prostration unto him, having the ability of penetration and

subjecting the existence to himself, and the like of them, he has also many negative

.epithets, such as disputation, which have been referred to in the verses of the Qur’ān

Then, in this holy verse: the Qur’ān deduces a kind of conclusion from the last

:discussions, and it also hints to the coming discussions. At first, it says

, …” And indeed We have explained in this Qur’ān every kind of similitude for mankind “ 

These explanations include the shaking history of the old nations and the painful

events of their lives, and that what happened before. They were described for the

.people whether they were sweet or bitter

The affairs were so much detailed that those hearts which were receptive and eager

.to receive the truth, might grasp the truth, and there remained no room for obscurity

Yet, some rebellious arrogant people never believed, because man, more than

:anything else, tends to dispute. The verse says

.” but man, of most things, is contentious “ …

****

Then, in the next verse, it implies that with these many different examples and

through some shaking statements and various logical reasoning, which must absorb

any receptive person, again a great group of people did not believe. Of course,
nothing restrained them that when the Divine guidance came to them they would

believe and seek forgiveness from their Lord, save that they acted obstinately as if

they wanted the fate of the ancient to come for them, too, or the divine
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punishment should come in front of them and they see it by their own eyes. The verse

:says

And naught prevented men from believing when the guidance came unto them, and “ 
seeking their Lord’s forgiveness, except that the wont of the ancients should come

.” upon them, or that the chastisement should come face to face with them

In fact, the abovementioned verse points to this fact that this arrogant and obstinate

group will never believe with their willing and decision. They may believe only in two

circumstances. The first is at the time when the painful punishments, which seized the

ancient nations, surround them. The second circumstance is that they do see the

divine punishment with their own eyes. This constrained faith, of course, will be

.worthless

****
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اورُذِـنُا آمَوَ  یِتایَاءَ  اوذُخـََّتاوَ  َّقحَْلا  هِِب  اوضُحِدُْـیِل  لِطِابَْلاِب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُدِاجَُیوَ  نَیرِذِـنُموَ  نَیرِ  -ِ شّبَُم َّلاإِ  نَیِلسـَرْمُْلا  لُسِرُْن  امـَوَ  - 56
اًوزُهُ

And We do not send the messengers save as bearers of good tidings and . “ 56
warners, but those who disbelieve dispute with falsehood in order to refute the Truth

.” thereby; and they have taken My signs, and what they are warned of, in mockery

Commentary: verse 56

The prophets’ mission is to give glad tidings to the believers and to warn the

disobedient, but with no compulsion upon people to accept the Truth. It is by the

prophets (a.s.) that Allah completes the argument to humankind. By the way,
awareness of Allah’s way of treatment and the prophets’ messengership, the

reaction of people, and the end of the arrogant nations, is a kind of consolation for the

.(. Prophet (p.b.u.h

Therefore, in order to comfort the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) against the arrogance and

obstinacy of the opponents, the Qur’ān says that his duty is only to give good tidings

:and to warn. The verse says

,And We do not send the messengers save as bearers of good tidings and warners “ 
…”

Then the verse implies that this is not a new matter that such people oppose the

Truth and mock it, but disbelievers always dispute with falsehood. They imagine that

they can refute the Truth with it and, therefore, they take Allah’s revelations and His

:punishments, which they are promised to, in mockery. The verse says
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but those who disbelieve dispute with falsehood in order to refute the Truth “ …

.” thereby; and they have taken My signs, and what they are warned of, in mockery

In fact, their dispute on the way of proving the falsehood was to force the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) to bring some verses and miracles alongside their desires, so that if he did

not do as they wished, they would take it as a proof and introduce his Book, the

Qur’ān, invalid. Thus, the disbelievers used to apply the Qur’ān, the Resurrection, and

.the Fire of Hell as a means of mockery

****
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مْهِِناذَاءَ یِفوَ  هُوهُقَْفیَ  نأَ  هًَّنکِأَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  یلَعَ  انَْلعَجَ  اَّنإِ  هُادَیَ  تْمََّدقـَ  امَ  یَسـَِنوَ  اهَْنعَ  ضَرَعْاَفَ  ِ-هِ  بّرَ تِایَاَِب  ِ-رَ  كّذُ نَّمِم  مُلَظْأَ  نْمَوَ  - 57
اًدَبأَ اًذإِ  اودُتَهْیَ  نلَفَ  يدَهُْلا  یَلإِ  مْهُعُدْتَ  نإِوَ  اًرْقوَ 

And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of the sings of his Lord, then he . “ 57
turns away from them and forgets what his hands have forwarded? Verily We have

laid veils on their hearts lest they understand it, and a heaviness in their ears: and if
.” you call them unto guidance, even then will they never get guided in that case at all

Commentary: verse 57

Being heedless to the divine revelations, and having no contemplation on them, is the

:greatest injustice. So, in this holy verse, the Qur’ān says

And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of the sings of his Lord, then he “ 
? …” turns away from them and forgets what his hands have forwarded

The application of the term /ŏukkira/ (is reminded) in the verse, perhaps, is an

indication to this meaning that the prophets’ teachings are of the remembrance of the

facts which have existed naturally in the depths of man’s soul. The mission of

prophets is to make these facts manifest. In this regard, Imam Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.),
qualifying the divine prophets, says: “…Allah sent His prophets toward them
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people) to get them fulfill the pledges of His creation, to recall to them His bounties.)
(…”(1

It is interesting that, in this verse, the Qur’ān teaches the lesson of awareness to

.these inwardly blind persons in three ways

The first is that these facts are quietly acquainted with their nature and conscience.
.The second is that they have come from the side of their Lord

And the third is that they should not forget that they have committed some faults in
.their lives, and the mission of the divine prophets is to wash them out from them

But these arrogant people, with all these indications and implications, will never

believe, because the veil of sin has been laid on their hearts, and the veil of heaviness

of crime has been laid on their ears and, therefore, they do not hear the sound of the

.Truth

Similar to this meaning, Sura Luqmān, No. 31, through verse 7 says: “And when Our

revelations are recited to him, he turns back proudly, as if he had not heard them, …”
In other wards, it is like that the veils of lust, imitation from their fathers, and the

temptations of Satans and men, have fallen on their hearts and, consequently, they

have lost their wisdom so that they never understand and they never regret from

their indecent actions and, therefore, never they renounce them. They show that, as

a deaf person, they have not heard it. Such people have lost the eligibility of being

.guided and have plunged in aberration

It is in this case that Allah informs His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) that if he invites them to

the guidance and felicity, they will never be guided and they will never believe that

this
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information has been proved. So they finally passed away with infidelity. The verse

:says

Verily We have laid veils on their hearts lest they understand it, and a heaviness in “ …

their ears: and if you call them unto guidance, even then will they never get guided in
.” that case at all

****
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لاًِئوْمَ هِِنودُ  نِم  اودُجِیَ  نَّل  دٌعِوْمَ  مهَُل  لَب  بَاذَعَْلا  مُهَُل  لََّجعََل  اوُبسَکَ  امَِب  مهُذُخِاؤَُی  وَْل  هِمَحَّْرلا  وذُ  رُوفُغَْلا  کَُّبرَوَ  - 58

اًدعِوْمَ مهِکِِلهْمَِل  انَْلعَجَوَ  اومُلَظَ  اَّمَل  مْهُانَکْلَهْأَ  يرَقُْلا  کَْلِتوَ  - 59

And your Lord is Forgiving, the Lord of Mercy. Were He to seize them (to task) for . “ 58
what they earn, surely He would hasten for them the chastisement; but for them is an

.” appointed term, never shall they find, besides it, a refuge

,And (as for the people of) these towns .“ 59

We destroyed them when they did wrong and We appointed a time for their

.destruction

Commentary: verses 58-59

The Qur’ānic term /mū’il/ means: ‘a refuge, and a means of safety’. Allah (s.w.t.) is both

just and All-Forgiving. His justice requires that the sinners must be punished, but,
because of His Forgiveness, He respites man to repent. Then if he does not repent, He

.will treat him with His justice

Thus; the manner of Allah (s.w.t.) in training men is that He respites them up to the

last stage and, unlike to the arrogant people of the world, He never punishes them

promptly, but His All-embracing Mercy always requires that He gives the evil-doers

:the maximum respite. In this verse, the Qur’ān says

And your Lord is Forgiving, the Lord of Mercy. Were He to seize them (to task) for “ 
; …” what they earn, surely He would hasten for them the chastisement

Allah’s remission necessitates that He forgives the repentant, and His Mercy requires

that He does not hasten in
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the punishment of other than them, maybe they may join the group of repentant

ones, while His justice also requires that when their insolence and disobedience

:reached its last degree, He might clear their account. The verse continues saying

.” but for them is an appointed term, never shall they find, besides it, a refuge “ …

****

Then, finally, in the next verse, for the last admonition and warning in these series of

verses, the Qur’ān has pointed to the bitter and painful fate of the former disobedient

transgressors. It implies that these are cities the ruins of which are before their eyes,
and when they committed cruelty and inequity, Allah destroyed them, while He did not

make haste in their punishment but He (s.w.t.) fixed an appointed time for their

:destruction. The verse says

And (as for the people of) these towns, We destroyed them when they did wrong “ 
.” and We appointed a time for their destruction

However, the objective meaning of the words ‘these towns’, mentioned in the verse,
is the people of the towns of ‘Ād and Thamūd, and the like of them, who were

destroyed as the result of their rejecting the prophets and their denying the Divine

.revelations

****

p: 117

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5661 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 9:Moses’ Search for Higher Knowledge

Point

Moses travels with his servants seeking higher knowledge – He meets the one who

had been gifted with knowledge by Allah and seeks to follow him requesting him to

.teach him what Allah had taught him

اًبقُحُ یَضِْمأَ  وْأَ  نِْیرَحْبَْلا  عَمَجْمَ  غَُلْبأَ  یَّتحَ  حُرَْبأَ  هُاتَفَِل لآ  یسَوُم  لَاقَ  ذْإِو  - 60

اًبرَسَ رِحْبَْلا  یِف  هُلَیِبسَ  ذَخََّتافَ  امَهُتَوحُ  ایَسَِن  امَهِِنْیَب  عَمَجْمَ  اغَلََب  اَّملَفَ  - 61

And (remember) when Moses said to his young companion: ‘I will not cease until I . “ 60
.reach the Junction of the two Seas, though I go on for years

Then when they reached the Junction, they forgot their fish, and it took its way .“ 61
.” into the sea, going away

Commentary: verses 60-61

Point

The appellation ‘Moses’ has been repeated in the Qur’ān for 136 times all of which

(means the same prophet Moses, the possessor of determination /’ulul‘azm/.(1

The application of the word /fatā/ in this verse, which means ‘young’ and ‘gallant’, is
used in the sense of ‘lad’ and
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page’, and it is a sign of courtesy, kindness and ‘good name’. The purpose of the‘
Arabic word /fatāh/, hear in this verse, is Joshua-ibn-Nūn, who was the companion

(and attendant of Moses (a.s.) in that journey.(1

The salted fish of Moses escaped into the sea

:The verse says

And (remember) when Moses said to his young companion: ‘I will not cease until I “ 
.” reach the Junction of the two Seas, though I go on for years

.The Arabic term /huqb/ means years and years, seventy to eighty years

The story of Moses and Khidr (a.s.) has been recorded in commentary books and

history sources. For instance, in some Sahīh-i-Bukhārī, it has been narrated from

Ibn-‘Abbas, from ’Ubayy-ibn-Ka‘b that once the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said that one day,
when Moses was orating, he was asked by one of the children of Israel that who the

most learned person was. Moses (a.s.) said: ‘I am’. Allah addressed Moses saying why

he did not say that Allah knows best, and Khidr was more aware than Moses. Moses

(a.s.) asked where Khidr was. Then he was addressed that Khidr was in the site of

‘Junction of the Seas’, and its sign and mystery was that he was to take a fish with him

in a basket and he would go forth. The place where Moses was to meet Khidr would

(be indicated by the fact that the fish would disappear when he got to that place.(2

:The holy verse says

Then when they reached the Junction, they forgot their fish, and it took its way into “ 
.” the sea, going away

Moses (a.s.) put the fish in the basket and told his attendant that wherever he did not

find the fish in the basket he would
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.Nur-uth-thaqalayn, the commentary - 1
Allāmah Sha‘rānī, in Tafsīr-i-Futūh recites that the place of meeting was about - ‘ 2

.Syria and Palestine
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inform the matter to Moses. Moses and his attendant started to go forward as far as

they reached the sea, where they stayed beside a stone to rest. While Moses (a.s.)
was sleeping, his attendant, who was awake, saw that the fish escaped into the sea.
The attendant of Moses did not awaken him from his sleep to tell him the matter, and

later, when Moses woke up, he forgot to inform him of the matter either, and they

both continued their way. After one day and night that they walked, Moses said that

they became tired from that travel and told his attendant to bring the food for them to

eat. He informed Moses that the fish had become alive and jumped into the sea.
Moses (a.s.) said that they had to return to the same place that the fish had jumped

.into the water because their meeting-place was there

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) and Imam Sādiq (a.s) both said: “The attendant of Moses brought

the salted fish by the sea to wash it. The fish moved in his hand and escaped into the

(sea.” (Nur-uth-Thaqalayn, the Commentary

Some commentators have rendered the ‘Junction of the Seas’ into the meeting of the

two seas of prophethood, (Moses and Khidr). Moses, they believe, was the outward

sea of knowledge, and Khidr was the inward sea of knowledge. In view of the fact that

prophets have been inerrant and do not forget, the purpose of ‘forgetting the fish’,
mentioned in the verse, is that they put the fish aside and left it. It is like the verses

which attribute forgetfulness to Allah. For example, Sura Al-Jāthiyah, No.45, verse 34
says: “ …Today We forsake you …”, and Sura As-Sijdah, No.32, verse 14 says: “ …surely

We forsake you …”. Moreover, those two did not absolutely forget the fish but they

had taken it with themselves, and as it was said in the above, the attendant of
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Moses did not want to awaken Moses and waited. Then, after his wakefulness, he

.forgot to tell him the event, too

The Qur’ān has repeatedly pointed to the animals as a sign, and an inspiring factor, or

an informer, such as the inspiration that the crow led how Abel to be buried, the

hoopoe informed of the infidelity of he people of Sheba, the event of the fish in the

explanation of the meeting of these two prophets, the function of spider in the

protection of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in the Cave, and the function of the dog for

’. ‘the Companions of the Cave

****
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اًبصََن اذَهَ  اَنرِفَسَ  نِم  انَیقَِل  دْقََل  اَنءَآدَغَ  انَِتاءَ  هُاتَفَِل  لَاقَ  ازَوَاجَ  اَّملَفَ  - 62

تَوحُْلا تُیسَِن  ِ-ي  نّإِف هِرَخَّْصلا  یَلإِ  آنَْیوَأَ  ذْإِ  تَْیأَرَأَ  لَاقَ  - 63

هُرَکُذْأَ نأَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  َّلاإِ  هُیِناسَْنأَ  آمَوَ 

اًبجَعَ رِحْبَْلا  یِف  هُلَیِبسَ  ذَخََّتاوَ 

(, Then when they had passed (the seaside . “ 62

Moses said unto his young companion: ‘Bring us our morning meal. Indeed we have

’.” met from this our journey weariness

He said: ‘Did you see, when we took refuge on the rock? Then verily I forgot (to . “ 63
tell you the jump of) the fish and nothing made me forget to mention of it but the

!’” Satan; and it took its way into the sea in a marvelous manner

Commentary: verses 62-63

’/. In Arabic, the morning meal is called /qadā’/, and the evening meal is called /’išā

When Moses (a.s.) and his attendant passed on that place, the length of their travel

and the fatigue of the way caused hunger to overcome them. Moses (a.s.)
.remembered that they had got a food with them

Then he told his attendant to bring their food because they had got tired from their

:travel. The verse says

Then when they had passed (the seaside), Moses said unto his young companion: “ 
’.” ‘Bring us our morning meal. Indeed we have met from this our journey weariness
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At this time, the attendant of Moses (a.s.) told him whether he remembered the time

when they took refuge on the rock to rest there. In that place he forgot to inform him

the event of the fish, and it was Satan that made him forget to mention it, and that the

:fish jumped into the sea and went away. The verse says

He said: ‘Did you see, when we took refuge on the rock? Then verily I forgot (to tell “ 
you the jump of) the fish and nothing made me forget to mention of it but the Satan;

!’” and it took its way into the sea in a marvelous manner

****
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اًصصَقَ امَهِرِاَثاءَ  یلَعَ  اَّدتَرْافَ  غِْبَن  اَّنکُ  امَ  کَِلذَ  لَاقَ  - 64

اًمْلعِ اَّندَُّل  نِم  هُانَمَّْلعَوَ  اَندِنعِ  نِْم  هًمَحْرَ  هُانَْیتَاءَ  آَندِابَعِ  نِْم  اًدْبعَ  ادَجَوَفَ  - 65

He (Moses) said: ‘ That was what we were seeking for!’ So they returned, . “ 64
.” retracing their footsteps

Then they found one of Our servants unto whom We had given mercy from Us, . “ 65
.” and We had taught him knowledge from Our presence

Commentary: verses 64-65

Moses went to Khidr to learn more things

In view of the fact that the subject was as a sign for Moses (a.s.) in connection with

:finding that great-learned man, Moses said

He (Moses) said: ‘ That was what we were seeking for!’ So they returned, retracing “ 
.” their footsteps

When Moses and his attendant returned to the first place they had started their way,
i.e. beside the rock and near ‘the Junction of the Seas’, suddenly they found one of

Allah’s servants to whom He had bestowed His mercy and whom He had taught a

.considerable amount of knowledge

:The verse says

Then they found one of Our servants unto whom We had given mercy from Us, and “ 
.” We had taught him knowledge from Our presence

The application of the word /wajadā/, in the verse, shows that they had been seeking

.after the knowledgeable man, and finally they found him
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And the Qur’ānic phrase /‘abdan min ‘ibādinā/ (one of Our servants) indicates that the

highest honour of a man is that he would be a true servant of Allah, and this very rank

of servitude causes man to be bestowed the mercy of the Lord and the windows of

(. the science to be opened to his heart, (mind

Again the Qur’ānic phrase /min ladunnā ‘ilmā/ (We had taught him knowledge from

Our presence) also denotes that the knowledge of that learned man (Khidr) was not

an ordinary knowledge, but he was aware of a part of the secrets of this world and of

.the mysteries of the events which only Allah knows

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Moses was more learned than Khidr in religious prudence, but

Khidr was more aware of a branch and a mission other than that.” (The Commentary

(Al-Mīzān

However the objective meaning of /‘abd/ (servant), in this verse, is Khidr (a.s.) who

:was a prophet reasoned by the following evidences

.He who becomes the teacher of a prophet, like Moses (a.s.), is surely a prophet . 1

Some Arabic terms, such as: /‘abdinā/ (our servant), /‘abdahū/ (His servant), and . 2
/‘ibādanā/ (Our servants), mentioned in the Qur’ān, have often been used for divine

.prophets

Khidr told Moses that all extra-ordinary actions that he saw from him and did not . 3
have patience with him were done by the command of Allah and he did not do any

(thing of his own accord. Khidr (a.s.) said: “ …I did it not of my own accord …”(1
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Moses promised Khidr that he would not do anything other than he taught him, and . 4
the person whom an ’Ulul-‘azm prophet absolutely obeys, is certainly inerrant and is

.surely a Divine prophet

Intuitive knowledge is particularized to Divine prophets. Allah said about Khidr “We . 5
.” had taught him knowledge from Our presence

’. Some commentators say that the term ‘mercy’ here means ‘prophethood . 6
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اًدشْرُ تَْم  -ِ لّعُ اَّمِم  نِمَ  -ِ لّعَُت نأَ  یلَعَ  کَعُِبَّتأَ  لْهَ  یسَوُم  هَُل  لَاقَ  - 66

اًرْبصَ یَعِمَ  عَیطِتَسْتَ  نَل  کََّنإِ  لَاقَ  - 67

Moses said to him (Khidr): ‘Shall I follow you so that you teach me right conduct of . “ 66
?’ ” what you have been taught

’. ” He said: ‘Verily you will not be able to bear with me patiently . “ 67

Commentary: verses 66-67

The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said: “At the time when Moses met Khidr, in front

of them a bird took a drop of water from the see by its beak and poured it on the

ground. Khidr asked Moses whether he knew the secret of the deed of that bird. It

teaches us that our knowledge comparing with Allah’s knowledge is like a drop before

.” an infinite sea

Moses said to (Khidr) whether he might follow him so that he would teach Moses a

knowledge which causes him to grow.(1) (Conversance of metaphysical theology

.( causes the growth and development of man

:The verse says

Moses said to him (Khidr): ‘shall I follow you so that you teach me right conduct of “ 
?’ ” what you have been taught

Bare knowledge is not the aim. It must be the source of growth and absorbs man to

.the righteous deeds and modesty, not to vanity and disputation

p: 127
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After his prayers, invoking Allah (s.w.t.), the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to recite: “ I

take refuge with you from the knowledge which is of no benefit.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār,
(vol. 86, p. 18

In answer to Moses, the knowledgeable man (Khidr) said there was no ability in Moses

to be patient with him in following him and bearing his teachings. He meant such

patience was difficult for Moses to bear. The reason was that Moses looked the

outward of the affairs, but Khidr noted to their inward case. Therefore, bearing

.(. patience was hard for Moses (a.s

****
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اًرْبخُ هِِب  طْحُِت  مَْل  امَ  یلَعَ  رُِبصْتَ  فَْیکَوَ  - 68

اًرْمأَ کََل  یصِعْأَ  لآوَ  اًرِباصَ  هَُّللا  ءَآشَ  نإِ  یِندُجِتَسَ  لَاقَ  - 69

And how can you be patient about what you have not got any comprehensive . “ 68
?” knowledge

He (Moses) said: ‘Allah willing, you shall find me patient, and I shall not disobey . “ 69
’, ” you in any matter

Commentary: verses 68-69

Khidr continued answering Moses when he told him how he would be patient upon an

action that seemed apparently wrong to him, and while he was not aware of its innate

.and its reality

:The verse says

And how can you be patient about what you have not got any comprehensive “ 
?” knowledge

It is understood from this holy phrase that the purpose is not to prove that Moses

(a.s.) was absolutely impatient. But the purpose is that since Moses was unaware of

.the innate of the affairs that Khidr did, he could not be patient

Thus, this holy verse indicates that the capacity of persons, concerning information, is
different. Even Moses (a.s.) cannot bear the things Khidr does. Therefore, in giving the

cultural responsibilities to individuals, competencies should be known and

.weaknesses must be notified of

****

Then, in the next verse, Moses (a.s.), in answer to Khidr (a.s.), said that he would find

him truly patient if it be the will
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:of Allah, and he should not disobey him in any thing. The verse says

He (Moses) said: ‘Allah willing, you shall find me patient, and I shall not disobey you in “ 
’, ” any matter

Thus, it is possible that, with the help of Allah and by means of patience, the

necessary growth and development can be obtained, and also we must not forget the

will of Allah for what we are going to do in future, and we should say: ‘If it be the will of

’. Allah

However, some of the commentators have said that the effort of Moses (a.s.) for

earning knowledge shows that no one should refrain from earning knowledge even if
he were a prophet and had reached the high standard of knowledge. Another matter

is that no one must refrain from humility before the one who is more learned than

.him

Moses (a.s.) conditioned his patience to the Will of Allah, because he thought he might

bear patience and in the meantime he did probable he could not be patient.
Therefore, he conditioned his patience to the Will of Allah, so that if he had not been

.able to be patient, he would not have said a falsehood

****
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اًرکْذِ هُْنِم  کََل  ثَدِحُْا  یَّتحَ  ءٍیْشَ  نعَ  یِنْلأَسْتَ  لاَفَ  یِنتَْعبََّتا  نِإِف  لَاقَ  - 70

He (Khidr) said: ‘If you follow me. Then do not question me of any thing until I . “ 70
’. ” myself speak to you about it

Commentary: verse 70

In view of the fact that patience upon the apparently indecent events, which a person

is not aware of their secrets, is not so easy to bear, once more that the learned man

(Khidr) made Moses undertake his promise. He warned him that if he wished to follow

him, he had to be absolutely silent and would not ask him concerning any thing until,
:on its time, Khidr might tell him about it. The verse says

He (Khidr) said: ‘If you follow me. Then do not question me of any thing until I myself “ 
’.” speak to you about it

Moses (a.s.) undertook this promise again and proceeded companying ‘that great

’. Teacher

****
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Section 10:Moses following the one gifted with knowledge of Allah

Point

.Moses travels and meets with wonder – striking events

اًرْمإِ اًئْیشَ  تَْئجِ  دْقََل  اهَلَهْأَ  قَرِْغُتِل  اهَتَْقرَخَأَ  لَاقَ  اهَقَرَخَ  هِنَیفَِّسلا  یِف  ابَکِرَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  اقَلَطَنافَ  - 71

اًرْبصَ یَعِمَ  عَیطِتَسْتَ  نَل  کََّنإِ  لُْقأَ  مَْلأَ  لَاقَ  - 72

So they twain departed; until, when they embarked upon the ship, he made a hole . “ 71
.in it

He (Moses) said: ‘Have you made a hole therein to drown its inmates? You have

’. ” indeed done a grievous thing

?’ ” He said: ‘Did I not say that you could never bear with me patiently . “ 72

Commentary: verses 71-72

The Arabic term /xaraqa/ is used here, in this holy verse, with the meaning of ‘tearing

.’ something mischievously and without consideration

The Qur’ānic word /’imr/ is applied for ‘an important and strange work, or a very

’. indecent one

Both of them (Moses and the godly learned man) proceeded and went on their way

until when they embarked on a ship. Khidr made a hole in the ship. Since, on one side,
Moses was
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a great prophet of Allah and he had to protect the lives and properties of people, and

he had to enjoin right and forbid wrong; and on the other side, his conscious did not

let him keep silence for such a wrong action, therefore, he neglected the promise he

:had with Khidr (a.s.) and protested him. The verse says

So they twain departed; until, when they embarked upon the ship, he made a hole in “ 
it. He (Moses) said: ‘Have you made a hole therein to drown its inmates? You have

’. ” indeed done a grievous thing

****

At this time, that godly learned man (Khidr), with a special firmness, looked at Moses

:and spoke

?’ ” He said: ‘Did I not say that you could never bear with me patiently “ 

****
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اًرسْعُ يرِْمأَ  نِْم  یِنْقهِرُْت  لاَوَ  تُیسَِن  امَِب  یِنذْخِاؤَُت  لَاقَ لاَ  - 73

اًرکُّْن اًئْیشَ  تَْئجِ  دْقََّل  سٍْفَن  رِْیغَِب  هًَّیکِزَ  اًسْفَن  تَْلتَقَأَ  لَاقَ  هُلَتَقَفَ  اًملاَغُ  ایَقَِل  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  اقَلَطَنافَ  - 74

He said: ‘Do not take me to task that I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my . “ 73
’. ” affair

So they twain departed; until, when they met a lad, he (Khidr) slew him. He . “ 74
(Moses) said: ‘Slew you an innocent person who had slain none? You have indeed

’. ” done a horrible thing

Commentary: verses 73-74

The Arabic term /’irhāq/ from the root /rahiqa/ means both ‘to encompass forcefully’,
’. and ‘to impose a difficult task on any one

Moses (a.s.), who regretted for his haste, which was naturally for the importance of

the event, remembered his promise and tried to excuse. He turned to the godly

:teacher and said

’. He said: ‘Do not take me to task that I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my affair “ 
”

****

The voyage of those two (Moses and Khidr) ended and they got out of the ship. They

continued their way on the land. In their way, occasionally they met a young boy

:whom that learned man (Khidr) suddenly killed. The holy verse in this regard says
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.So they twain departed; until, when they met a lad, he (Khidr) slew him “ 

.Here, Moses (a.s.) became inconvenient again

He saw the horrible scene of killing an innocent young boy, which had no legal

permission. As if a curtain of sorrow and discontentment had fallen upon his eyes. It

was so hard for him that he forgot his promise again and began protesting against

:that action. The verse says

He (Moses) said: ‘Slew you an innocent person who had slain none? You have “ …

’. ” indeed done a horrible thing

****
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اًرْبصَ یَعِمَ  عَیطِتَسْتَ  نَل  کََّنإِ  کََّل  لُقأَ  مَْلأَ  لَاقَ  - 75

اًرذْعُ ِ-ي  نّدَُل نِم  تَْغلََب  دْقَ  یِنْبحِاصَُت  لاَفَ  اهَدَْعَب  ءٍیْشَ  نعَ  کَُتْلأَسَ  نإِ  لَاقَ  - 76

?’ ” He (Khidr) said: ‘Did I not say that you could never bear with me patiently . “ 75

He (Moses) said: ‘If I question you on anything after this, then keep me company . “ 76
’. ” no more; you have received an excuse from me

Commentary: verses 75-76

That great godly learned man repeated the former sentence with the same coolness

:particular to himself. The holy verse says

?’ ” He (Khidr) said: ‘Did I not say that you could never bear with me patiently “ 

Moses (a.s.) remembered his own promise to him. It was an attention accompanied

with shame, because he had broken his promise twice, although forgetfully. Little by

little, Moses (a.s.) felt the teacher might be right. Therefore, he began asking

forgiveness again and told Khidr to renounce him his forgetfulness that time, too. But

if thereafter he (Moses) wanted him (Khidr) any explanation concerning his affairs,
and objected to him upon his deeds, he would keep him company no more, since Khidr

:had received an excuse from Moses (a.s.). The verse says
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He (Moses) said: ‘If I question you on anything after this, then keep me company no “ 
’. ” more; you have received an excuse from me

This holy phrase of the Qur’ān leads us to the utmost justice and far-sightedness of

.Moses (a.s.), and it also shows that he accepted the reality even if it had been bitter

An Islamic tradition indicates that the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) recited this verse

and said that Moses, the prophet of Allah, ashamed. If he had waited and bore

patience, he would have seen thousand wonderful actions from Khidr. (Tafsīr-i-
(. Tabary; and Tafsīr-i-Abul-Futūh

****
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تَْئشـِ وَْل  لَاقَ  هُمَاقَاَفَ  َّضقَنیَ  نأَ  دُیرُِی  اًرادَجـِ  اهَیِف  ادَجـَوَفَ  امَهُوُف  -ِ یّضـَُی نأَ  اوَْباَفَ  اهَلَهْأَ  آمَعَطْتَسـْا  هٍیَرْقَ  لَهْأَ  آیَتَأَ  آذَإِ  یَّتح  اقَلَطَنافَ  - 77
اًرجْأَ هِْیلَعَ  تَذْخََّتَل 

اًرْبصَ هِْیلََّع  عطِتَسْتَ  مَْل  امَ  لِیوِأْتَِب  کَُئ  -ِ بَّنأُسَ کَِنْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  قُارَِف  اذَهَ  لَاقَ  - 78

So they twain departed; until, when they reached the people of a town. They . “ 77
asked its people for food, but they refused to make them guests. Then they found in it
a wall about to fall, and he (Khidr) set it up. He (Moses) said: ‘If you had wished you

!’ ” could have taken a wage for it

He (Khidr) said: ‘This is the separation between me and you. Now I will inform you . “ 78
’. ” of the interpretation of what you could not bear patiently

Commentary: verses 77-78

.Allah’s saints are not malicious and revengeful

Khidr (a.s.) served the people of the town, although they did not make the twain

:guests. The verse says

So they twain departed; until, when they reached the people of a town. They asked “ 
. …” its people for food, but they refused to make them guests

The objective meaning of the Arabic term /qaryah/ here is Nāsirriyah, a city, or ’Īlah, a
.harbour

However, what happened upon Moses and his Teacher in that town leads us to

comprehend that the people of it were
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niggardly and of inferior quality. The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition concerning

. ” them said: “They had been some mean and of low quality

Then, the Qur’ān continues speaking about the twain who mended a wall there in

:order not to fall. The verse says

. …” Then they found in it a wall about to fall, and he (Khidr) set it up “ …

When Moses (a.s.) saw that, in spite of the disgrace of those people, Khidr mended the

wall that was going to fall, as if Khidr wanted to give the recompense of their disgrace

to them, Moses thought it had better the teacher did that work for a wage so that

they could provide a food by it. Then Moses utterly forgot his promise once more, and

began objecting to it, but this time with a protest milder than before. The verse, in this

:regard, says

!’ ” He (Moses) said: ‘If you had wished you could have taken a wage for it “ …

In fact, Moses (a.s.) thought that the action of Khidr was far from justice that a person

.might sacrifice like that for a group of people who were so mean

****

It was at that time that the learned man said his last word to Moses, since, from the

total events which happened, he was convinced that Moses could not patiently bear

.the deeds he accomplished

:Therefore, he announced their separation. The verse says

He (Khidr) said: ‘This is the separation between me and you. Now I will inform you of “ 
’. ” the interpretation of what you could not bear patiently
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The announcement of that separation seemed as a sledge stricken over the heart of

Moses (a.s.) – a separation from a teacher who had with him a great amount of

secrets! Yes, it was very painful for Moses to separate from such a leader, but it was a
.bitter reality that Moses had to tolerate

****
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اًبصْغَ هٍنَیفِسَ  َّلکُ  ذُخُأْیَ  کٌِلَّم  مهُءَآرَوَ  نَاکَوَ  اهَبَیعِأَ  نْأَ  ُّتدرَاَفَ  رِحْبَْلا  یِف  نَوُلمَْعیَ  نَیکِاسَمَِل  تَْناکَفَ  هُنَیفَِّسلا  اَّمأَ  - 79

As for the ship, it belonged to (some) poor people working on the sea, and I . “ 79
intended to damage it, for there was after them a king who seized every (safe) ship

.” by force

Commentary: verse 79

The Arabic term /warā’/, used here, is called to any hidden or concealed place whether

.that place is located in front of a person or behind him

What a person sees, is the apparent feature of the affairs while there may be some

hidden features for them, too. The apparent view of Khidr’s affairs seemed wrong to

.Moses (a.s.), but there was a secret, mystery and reality hidden in those affairs

:The verse says

As for the ship, it belonged to (some) poor people working on the sea, and I intended “ 
. ” to damage it, for there was after them a king who seized every (safe) ship by force

Of course, Khidr did not make a hole in the ship in a way that water could arrive in it
and caused it to be drowned, but he made it only defective. There are sometimes so

many defects and faults wherein lie some common good. Khidr (a.s.) made the ship

damaged in order that it could not be taken by that oppressive king and its miserable

owners would not become more miserable. In fact, he repelled a worse state by a bad
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one. This work is not the job of everyone, and the recognition of the difference

between an important thing in religion and a more important one is the job of the

.expert theologians

Ahlul-Bayt, (the Prophet’s progeny) (p.b.u.t.), sometimes reprimanded some of their

sincere friends in front of others in order that they might not be suspicioned by the

tyrannical government of the time, and their lives could be saved. For instance, Imam

Sadiq (a.s.) once openly criticized Zurārah, so that he would remain safe from the

trouble of the Abbassides. After that, he (a.s.) sent a message for him saying that he

did such to protect his life, and then the Imam (a.s.) recited the abovementioned

verse, and said that Zurārah was the best ship of that sea whom the illegitimate ruler

(was seeking for and watching after. (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thqalayn

Only those can enter the world of mysteries, and may be aware of the innate of the

things, who have passed the stage of the apparent of the things; like Moses who

knew the laws of the religion and practised accordingly, but by accompanying Khidr in
.a course, he learned the innate secrets, too

****
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اًرْفکُوَ اًنایَْغطُ  امَهُقَهِرُْی  نأَ  آنَیشِخَفَ  نِْینَِمؤُْم  هُاوََبأَ  نَاکَفَ  مُلاَغُْلا  اَّمأَوَ  - 80

اًمحْرُ بَرَْقأَوَ  هًاکَزَ  هُْن  اًرْیخَ مِّ- امَهُُّبرَ  امَهَُلدِْبُی  نأَ  آَندْرَاَفَ  - 81

And as for the lad, his parents were believers, and we were afraid he would . “ 80
. ” impose on them insolence and disbelief

So we did intend that their Lord should change him for them for one better in . “ 81
. ” purity and nearer in affection

Commentary: verses 80-81

Point

In this verse, the Qur’ān refers to the secret of the second event, i.e., the murder of

:the lad. It says

And as for the lad, his parents were believers, and we were afraid he would impose “ 
. ” on them insolence and disbelief

However, that learned man killed a young boy and reasoned his action that if that boy

had been continuing his life, he would have created a disgrace event for his faithful

.parents

:Then the Qur’ān continues saying

So we did intend that their Lord should change him for them for one better in purity “ 
. ” and nearer in affection

:Explanations

’. The Arabic term /’irhāq/ means: ‘to impose a difficult task to anyone . 1

An Islamic tradition indicates that, instead of that boy, Allah bestowed those couple . 2
of believers a daughter from
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(whose progeny seventy prophets came into being. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Sometimes it happens that a child causes his parents to go astray and to pave the . 3
way of infidelity. On the contrary, sometimes the parents also drag the pure and godly

.nature of their child towards infidelity and deviated notions

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ Every child naturally believes in One God, except that

(his parents change him.” (Bihār-ul-’anwār, vol.3, p.282

A wise man does not do a vain, and his deed is based on wisdom and common good, . 4
.although it may seem apparently wrong

.The saints of Allah both have responsibility and think about the future of people . 5

The substitution of the pious child in the place of that impious boy, is a manifestation . 6
.of the Lordship of Allah

****
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امَهَُّدشـُأَ آغَُلْبیَ  نأَ  کَُّبرَ  دَارَاَفَ  اًـحِلاصَ  امـَهُوُبأَ  نَاکـَوَ  امـَهَُل  زٌنکَ  هُتَحْتَ  نَاکـَوَ  هِنَیدِمـَْلا  یِف  نِْیمَیِتیَ  نِْیمََـلاغُِل  نَاکـَفَ  رُادَجـِْلا  اَّمأَوَ  - 82
اًرْبصَ هِْیلََّع  عطِسْتَ  مَْل  امَ  لُیوِأْتَ  کَِلذَ  يرِْمأَ  نْعَ  هُُتْلعَفَ  امَوَ  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  هًمَحْرَ  امَهُزَنکَ  اجَرِخْتَسْیَوَ 

And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and beneath it . “ 82
there was a treasure belonging to them, and their father was a righteous man, so

your Lord willed that they should attain their maturity and take out their treasure as a
mercy from your Lord, and I did not do it of my own accord. This is the interpretation

. ” of what you could not bear patiently

Commentary: verse 82

Point

In this holy verse the learned man (Khidr) uncovers the secret of his third action, i.e.,
:mending the wall, and said as follows

And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and beneath it there “ 
was a treasure belonging to them, and their father was a righteous man, so your Lord

willed that they should attain their maturity and take out their treasure as a mercy

, …” from your Lord

That is, Khidr was commissioned to mend that wall for the righteousness of the

parents of these two orphan boys, otherwise it might fall and, appearing its treasure,
.it might be exposed to danger
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At the end of the verse, in order to remove any doubt from Moses (a.s.), and that he

assuredly knew that all those deeds

were fulfilled upon a special plan and commandment, Khidr added that he did not

perform them of his own accord, but it was the command of Allah that he followed.
Yes, this was the mystery of the affairs that Moses (a.s.) could not bear patiently. The

:verse continues saying

and I did not do it of my own accord. This is the interpretation of what you could “ …

. ” not bear patiently

:The Story of Moses and Khid�r and Its Facts

Finding a learned leader and taking benefits from his knowledge is of so importance . 1
that even a great prophet such as Moses paves a long way to find him. This is an

example for all human beings in whatever condition and standard of knowledge and

.age they may be

The essence of the divine knowledge (the metaphysical theology) can be obtain . 2
.from the servitude and submission to Allah

Knowledge should ever be learnt for practice, as Moses says to his learned teacher . 3
that he teaches him a knowledge that leads him to the aim, the right conduct. He

means that he does not want the knowledge only for itself, but he wants it to use as a
.means to reach the aim

We must not haste in some affairs because there are some things which need an . 4
.appropriate opportunity

:The Apparent and the Innate Features of Affairs . 5

This is another important matter that this story teaches us. We ought not make haste

in judging about the unpleasant happenings which come forth in our lives. There are

many events in our lives that we are not pleased with them, but later we
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.understand that they have been from the secret divine favours

.This is the same thing which the Qur’ān points out in Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verse 122

:Confessing the Reality . 6

When Moses (a.s.) unwillingly broke his promise against his learned friend (Khidr) for

three times, he did not persist on this bitter reality and gave justly the right to that

.learned man. Moses (a.s.) kindly separated from him and continued his own affairs

A person should not be always busy experimenting himself until his life-time ends, and

must not turn his living into a laboratory for the future, which will never come. After he

.examined a matter for several times, he must usually accept its result

:The Results of the Parents’ Faith for their Children . 7

Khidr, for the sake of a righteous father, undertook the support of his children in that

part that he could. That is, under the light of the faith and trust of the father, a child

.can become prosperous, and its good consequence reaches his offspring, too

:Lifetime Shortens because of Hurting the Parents . 8

Where a child, for the sake that he may hurt his parents in future with his

disobedience and ingratitude, or causes them to come out of the way of Allah,
deserves death, how is the state of a child who is busy committing this sin now? What

?is the circumstance of such persons before Allah

:People May Become Enemy because of What They Do not Know . 9

Many times it happens that a person do good upon us but, since we are not aware of

the innate of the affairs, we consider it enmity, and sometimes we may become

disturbed in mind
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and impatient, concerning what we do not know. But, the abovementioned story

teaches us that we should not haste in judgment. We must verify every matter from

.different points of view

:The Courtesy of a Student before a Teacher . 10

In conversation between Moses and that learned man (Khidr) some interesting points

around the courtesy of a student before his teacher attract the attention; among

:them are

A. Moses (a.s.) introduced himself as a follower of Khidr (a.s.) when he said: “Shall I

(follow you …?” (Verse 66

B. In the rank of humility, Moses (a.s.) announced that the knowledge of Khidr was

abundant, and he said that he desired to learn a part of his knowledge. Moses said: “
? ” … So that you teach me right conduct of what you have been taught

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “ That treasure was the wise words . 11
which were written on a golden tablet. Its content was: ‘It is surprising why a person

who believes in Allah’s decree becomes grievous’. ‘It is amazing why a person who is
sure of the death, is happy; who is certain of Reckoning, is neglectful; who is certain

of sustenance, troubles himself more than the common; and who is assured of the

(change of the world but he trusts in it’. ” (Majma‘-ul-Bayān

According to the Islamic literature, the grace of Allah is not limited to the direct . 12
children of a person, but it affects on the later generations, too; so that the

righteousness of ancestors causes Allah to have favour upon their progenies. (The

(Commentary of Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said: “ Allah revealed Moses (that) He rewards Children for the . 13
righteousness of fathers. ” Then, he (a.s.) added: “ If you are treacherous to the

honour
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(of people, others will be treacherous to your honour, too.” (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

In one occasion, in the story, the child is slain for the protection of the Faith of the . 14
parents, and in another one, a prophet works, as a labourer, for the sake of a

.righteous father, in order that the capital under the wall reaches the child

When some people protested Imam Hassan (a.s.) for making peace with . 15
Mu‘āwiyah, he (a.s.) said: “Do you not know that Khidr made a hole in the ship, and

killed a lad and his actions caused the anger of Moses? O people! If I did not accept

(peace, all the Shi‘ite on the earth would be vanished.” (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

By the way, in Arabic, the terms /qaryah/ and /madīnah/ have been used with the

same meaning but, as one of the scholars said, if we work with the Qur’ān we will see

that ‘Madīnah’ is used wherein the light of guidance is found, and wherever the light

/. of guidance is not found it is called /qaryah

****
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Section 11:Zulqarnayn – The Gog and the Magog – The Barrier

Point

Zulqarnayn’s March – The Barrier raised by Zulqarnayn against the mischief of the

.Ya‘jooj and the Ma‘jooj

اًرکْذِ هُْنِم  مکُْیلَعَ  اوُلْتاَسَ  لُْق  نِْیَنرْقَْلا  يذِ  نعَ  کََنوُلأَسْیَوَ  - 83

And they ask you about Zulqarnayn. Say: ‘I will recite unto you a remembrance of . “ 83
’. ” him

Commentary: verse 83

The Arabic term /qarn/ has two meanings: ‘a long time’ and ‘the animal horn’.
Zulqarnayn was called by this appellation because: either he ruled for a very long

time, or two handles of his hair were braided like two horns on his head, or there were

.two horns on his hat

The objective meaning of the term /qarnayn/ may also be the east and the west of the

world, (as the Arabs often say ‘qarnī-ash-Shams’ which means ‘two horns of the sun’
intending the east and the west of the world). Then, since he had occupied the lands

’. of the east and the west of the world of his time, he was called ‘Zul-qarnayn

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “ Zul-qarnayn was not a prophet, but he was a righteous man

whom Allah loved. He enjoined his people to piety. It happened that people knocked

on one side of his head. After that, he disappeared for a length of time. Then he

returned and repeated his
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invitation again. People struck another knock on the other side of his head. Therefore,
because of those two knocks, he had been known as Zul-qarnayn.” (Nūr-uth-

(Thqalayn, the commentary, and Kamāl-ud-Dīn-i-Sadūq

Regarding the statements of two Greek historians, and some points from the Turah

(Book of Isaiah, Chapter 46, No.11 and so on), and the discovery of the statue of Cyrus

in the nineteenth century A.D. which had a crown with two horns on its head, Tafsīr-i-
Nemūnah adapts Zul-qarnayn with Cyrus. But, the late Sha‘rānī has said that Zul-
qarnayn and Eskandar Maqdūnī had been the same, and he had been the student of

Aristotle from the time when he was thirteen years old. The author of Al-mīzān

.believes that he was Cyrus

However, it is not definitely known that how long Zul-qarnayn ruled, what his real

name was, how long he lived, whether he was a human or an angel, a prophet or a
righteous servant, whether he was Alexander or Cyrus, why his name was Zul-
qarnayn, how much possibilities and forces he had, what part of the land he ruled,
how long was the length and the width of the dam he built, what age it was, whether

this dam is the Wall in China or not. Concerning these ideas, opinions are divided, and

there have been cited many statements and discussions upon these matters which

are not of avail to be mentioned here. The aim should be looked for, not the

:insignificant matters which produce no guidance. Therefore, this verse says

And they ask you about Zulqarnayn. Say: ‘I will recite unto you a remembrance of “ 
’. ” him

The beginning phrase of this verse shows that the story of Zul-qarnyn had been being

discussed among people before they came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked their

.differences and ambiguities from him
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اًببَسَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  هُانَْیتَاءَو  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  هَُل  اَّنَّکمَ  اَّنإِ  - 84

اًببَسَ عَبَْتاَفَ  - 85

Verily We did make him mighty in the earth, and We granted him the means (of . “ 84
.access) to every thing

.” So he followed a course . “ 85

Commentary: verses 84-85

Zul-qarnayn was not a prophet but Allah loved him

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) taught a young man from Balkh a supplication, the Mashlūl

Supplication, wherein he says: “O He Who helped Zul-qarnayn against the tyrannical

(!” kings (to overcome them

Again, a tradition from him (a.s.) denotes that Zul-qarnayn is the one who has the sign

of kingdom and prophecy, and who is aware of every thing so that he recognizes the

right from wrong; and Allah caused the cities and hearts to be submitted to him. (The

(Commentary of Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Zul-qarnayn and Solaymān (Solomon) were two believers who governed the earth,
and Nebuchadnezzar (Bukht-un-Nasr) and Namrood were two disbelievers who

(governed the earth, too. (The Commentary of Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

The power which Allah (s.w.t.) gives to His saints, (such as Solayman, Yusuf, and some

believers) is for using it in Allah’s way. Concerning the good servants of Allah, the

Qur’ān says: “(They are) those who if We establish them in the land, keep up prayer

and pay the poor-rate and enjoin right and forbid wrong …” (Sura Al-Hajj, No.22, verse

41(. The holy Qur’ān also criticizes those who use their power alongside the way of

evil, where it says: “Have they not considered how
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many a generation We destroyed before them, whom We had established in the

earth …?” They used to misuse their power and governnment. (Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6,
(. verse 6

:The verse itself says

Verily We did make him mighty in the earth, and We granted him the means (of “ 
.access) to every thing

****

Upon the commentary of the second verse mentioned in the above, it has been cited

that Allah gave Zul-qarnayn both power and government in the earth, and he tried to

improve the earth. It has been narrated from Hadrat Ali (a.s.) who said: “Allah made

clouds timid for him in a manner that he could ride on it; and He granted him the

means of everything; and He made everywhere bright for him so that the night and

the day became the same for him. This is the meaning of making him mighty in the

(earth.”(1

Thus, the verse means that Allah also gave him a knowledge to perform any affair by

means of its course in order to obtain his aim. And, he followed the courses that Allah

had taught him to reach the aim, including that he took the way of West to pave. The

:verse says

.” So he followed a course “ 

****
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ذَخَِّتتَ نأَ  آَّمإِو  ِ بَ  ذّعـَُت نأَ  آَّمإِ  نِْیَنرْقَْلا  اذَ  ایَ  انَْلُق  اًموْقَ  اهَدَـنعِ  دَجـَوَوَ  هٍئَمِحَ  نٍْیعَ  یِف  بُرُْغتَ  اهَدَجـَوَ  سِمَّْشلا  بَرِْغمَ  غَلََب  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  - 86
اًنسْحُ مْهِیِف 

Until when he reached the setting-place of the sun, he found it setting in a muddy . “ 86
spring and he found by it a people. We said: ‘O’ Zul-qarnayn! Either you chastise them

? ” or you take a way of kindness among them

Commentary: verse 86

In this holy verse, the Qur’ān implies that Zul-qarnayn went on his journey as far as

the end of the habitable places where there was not any more flourished land after

that. This does not mean that he reached the site of setting the sun, because none

reaches there. In that place, he felt that the sun was setting in a muddy and dark

spring, although, in fact, it was hiding behind that spring, since the sun does not set in
water, it is in the sky. If a person is in the seashore or on the sea when the sun is

setting, he feels that the sun is setting in the water of the sea, but neither of them is
.true

The purpose of the Arabic phrase /‘aynin hami’ah/ is ‘a muddy spring’ while the

purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase /‘aynin hāmiyah/ is ‘a spring of hot water’. However,
’. the Qur’ānic term /hami’ah/ is used for ‘some bad smelling mud’ and ‘Some hot mud

Ka‘b has said that he recited in the Turah that the sun was setting in the mud and

.water

:The verse says
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Until when he reached the setting-place of the sun, he found it setting in a muddy “ 
spring and he found by it a people. We said: ‘O’ Zul-qarnayn! Either you chastise them

? ” or you take a way of kindness among them

This part of the holy verse indicates that the people whom Zul-qarnayn saw by that

spring were heathens, therefore the Lord orders him to kill them, or to take them

.captives and train them

****
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اًرکُّْن اًباذَعَ  هُُب   ِ ذّعَُیفَ ِ-هِ  بّرَ یَلإِ  ُّدرَُی  َّمُث  هُُب   ِ ذّعَُن فَوْسَفَ  مَلَظَ  نمَ  اَّمأَ  لَاقَ  - 87

اًرسُْی اَنرِْمأَ  نِْم  هَُل  لُوقُنَسَوَ  ینَسْحُْلا  ءًآزَجَ  هُلَفَ  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَاءَ  نْمَ  اَّمأَوَ  - 88

He said: ‘As for him who is unjust we will chastise him, then he shall be returned to . “ 87
’. ” his Lord and He will chastise him with a grievous chastisement

But as for him who believes and does righteousness, for him shall be a goodly . “ 88
.” reward, and we will assign easiness for him by our command

Commentary: verses 87-88

The duty of a godly leader and governor is execution of justice, and struggling against

injustice, and making the social regulations easy. That was why Zul-qarnayn warned

:people in such a manner that the verse says

He said: ‘As for him who is unjust we will chastise him, then he shall be returned to “ 
’. ” his Lord and He will chastise him with a grievous chastisement

Such cruel and tyrannical people taste both the punishment of this world and the

.chastisement of the next world

****

The person who believes and does righteous deeds, will be given a good reward. He

will be faced with kindness and pleasant words, then his duties will not be hard and

.heavy, and he will not be forced to give heavy taxes
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It seems that the purpose of Zul-qarnayn from this statement is a hint to this meaning

that people, regarding his invitation to Unity and Faith, which is standing against

injustice and corruption, will be divided into two groups. Those who accept that godly

and constructive program will surely be rewarded a good recompense, and will live in
.a state of security and ease

But, those who reject that invitation with enmity, and continue their faithlessness,
:injustice, and corruption, will be punished. The verse says

But as for him who believes and does righteousness, for him shall be a goodly “ 
.” reward, and we will assign easiness for him by our command

However, the Qur’ānic term /man zalama/ (he who is unjust), which has occurred in

contrast with the holy phrase /man ’āmana wa ‘amila sālihan/ (he who believes and

does righteousness), indicates that the word /zulm/ in this verse means ‘infidelity’ and

also means ‘impious deed’, which is amongst the bitter fruits of the evil tree of

’. ‘disbelief

****
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اًببَسَ عَبَْتأَ  َّمُث  - 89

اًرْتسِ اهَِنودُ  نِم  مهَُّل  لعَجَْن  مَّْل  مٍوْقَ  یلَعَ  عُُلطْتَ  اهَدَجَوَ  سِمَّْشلا  عَِلطْمَ  غَلََب  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  - 90

اًرْبخُ هِْیدََل  امَِب  انَطْحَأَ  دْقَوَ  کَِلذَکَ  - 91

.” Then he followed (another) course . “ 89

Until when he reached the rising-place of the sun, he found it rising upon a people . “ 90
.for whom We had appointed no shelter therefrom

.” So (it was), and We encompassed in knowledge whatever was with him . “ 91

Commentary: verses 89-91

After his journey to the West and establishing a just religious system there among the

inhabitants of the seaside, Zul-qarnayn made a journey toward the East, too. The holy

:verse says

.” Then he followed (another) course “ 

****

Zul-qarnayn continued his journey until when he reached the last flourishing point of

that land, where there was no mountain, no tree, and no building. When the sun rose

there, the existing people of that place did refuge into depths of water and places of

refuge, and when the sun set, they came out and began working. The purpose of the

sentence saying ‘they had not any canopy save the sun’, is that they lived with

passing their lives primitively and without facilities. As Imam Baqir
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a.s.) and Imam Sadiq (a.s.) said, they did not know how to build a house, nor did they)
how to sew. The sun was shining upon them directly and without any barrier, in a

(manner that their faces had become black. (Commentary of Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

:The verse says

Until when he reached the rising-place of the sun, he found it rising upon a people “ 
.for whom We had appointed no shelter therefrom

****

Yes, it was such the affair of Zul-qarnayn, and Allah was well aware of the means he

had for the progression of his aims, and the forces, the arms and the troops Zul-
:qarnayn possessed. The verse says

.” So (it was), and We encompassed in knowledge whatever was with him “ 

In other words, Allah (s.w.t.) was aware of the works of Zul-qarnayn, and, before he

could do anything and reach any place, Allah knew his fate and taught him and lead

him what to do. Thus, Allah admires the actions of Zul-qarnayn and He shows that He

.is pleased with his deeds

****
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اًببَسَ عَبَْتأَ  َّمُث  - 92

لاًوْقَ نَوهُقَْفیَ  نَودُاکَیَ  َّلا  اًموْقَ  امَهِِنودُ  نِم  دَجَوَ  نِْیَّدَّسلا  نَْیَب  غَلََب  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  - 93

.” Then he followed (another) course . “ 92

Until when he reached between the two barriers (of mountains) he found on the . “ 93
.” hither side of the two (mountains) a people scarcely able to understand a saying

Commentary: verses 92-93

Point

The leader of people should inspect every place and be aware of the circumstances of

.the affairs of those people under his leadership

The needs and the facts will not be recognized for a person unless there is struggle

.and research

And, fundamentally, serving the deprived is a value with Allah, whether they are

.civilized or not

In this verse, the Qur’ān points to another journey of the journeys of Zul-qarnayn and

implies that after that event, he utilized the important mean he had in his possession.
:The verse says

.” Then he followed (another) course “ 

****

Zul-qarnayn found people who knew no language

Zul-qarnayn continued his way until he reached between two mountains. In that place

he found a group of people who were different from those formerly couple of groups.
These
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:very people could not speak and understand any word. The verse says

Until when he reached between the two barriers (of mountains) he found on the “ 
.” hither side of the two (mountains) a people scarcely able to understand a saying

This meaning denotes that he reached a hilly region where he met a group of people

who were in a very low level from the point of civilization, because one of the clearest

.signs of civilization is language

****
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انَنَْیَب لَعَجْتَ  نأَ  یلَعَ  اًجرْخَ  کََل  لُعَجَْن  لْهَفَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  نَودُسِْفُم  جَوجُأْمَوَ  جَوجُأْیَ  َّنإِ  نِْیَنرْقَْلا  اذَ  ایَ  اوُلاقَ  - 94

اًدّسَ مْهُنَْیَبوَ 

They said: ‘O’ Zul-qarnayn! Verily Gog and Magog make mischief in the earth, so . “ 94
may we assign to you a tribute so that you set up a barrier between us

?’ ” and between them

Commentary: verse 94

Some points about Gog and Magog

The Arabic word /xirāj/ means ‘ the thing which come out of the earth’, and /xarj/ is

’. applied for ‘what comes out of the wealth

The commentators and historians, attaching to the existing relationships, say that the

(. objective meaning of Gog and Magog is the very tribes of Mogul and TāTār (Tatary

An Islamic tradition, narrated from Amir-ul-Mu’Mineen Ali (a.s.), denotes that he said

Zul-qarnayn found a people who told him: “The Gog and Magog tribe are behind this

mountain. They attack at the season of harvest and plunder all the corns and fruits or

destroy them. Shall we assign a yearly tribute in order that you might erect a barrier?

(” (Tafsir-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

This communication of theirs with Zul-qarnayn might be done through some signs,
nods, winks or any other mute sign, because, at least, they did not understand the

.language of Zul-qarnayn
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:The verse says

They said: ‘O’ Zul-qarnayn! Verily Gog and Magog make mischief in the earth, so may “ 
we assign to you a tribute so that you set up a barrier between us and between

?’ ” them

****
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مْکُنَْیَب لْعَجْأَ  هٍَّوقُِب  یِنوُنیعِاَفَ  رٌْیخَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ هِیِف  ِ-ي  نَّّکمَ امَ  لَاقَ  - 95

اًمدْرَ مْهُنَْیَبوَ 

نِْیفَدََّصلا نَْیَب  يوَاسَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  دِیدِحَْلا  رََبزُ  یِنوُتاَء  - 96

لَاقَ اًراَن  هُلَعَجَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  اوخُفُنا  لَاقَ 

اًرطِْق هِْیلَعَ  غْرِْفُا  یِنوُتاءَ 

اًبْقَن هَُل  اوعُاطَتَسْا  امَوَ  هُورُهَظْیَ  نأَ  اوعُاطَسْا  امَفَ  - 97

He said: ‘(the power) in which my Lord has established me is better (than your . “ 95
tribute), so help me with strength (of men). I will make a barrier between you and

’. ” between them

Bring me pieces of iron’. Until, when he had leveled up (the gap) between the two . “ ‘ 96
cliffs, he said: ‘Blow!’ Until, when he had made it (as) fire, he said: ‘Bring me molten

’. ” copper to pour thereon

So they (Gog and Magog) were not able to scale it . “ 97

. ” nor could they make a hole in it

Commentary: verses 95-97

The Arabic word /radm/ is used for ‘closing a gap’; the term /sadaf/ means: ‘side,
edge’; the molten copper in Arabic is called /qitr/; and the Qur’ānic term /zubur/

’. means: ‘some large pieces of iron

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “Precautionary dissimulation can be a barrier

between you and your
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(opponents which is not climbable, or penetrable.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

:But, in answer to them, Zul-qarnayn said such like

He said: ‘(the power) in which my Lord has established me is better (than your “ 
tribute), so help me with strength (of men). I will make a barrier between you and

’. ” between them

****

:Then, Zul-qarnayn ordered them as follows

’. …” Bring me pieces of iron “ ‘

When the pieces of iron were made ready, he issued the order of arranging them

:over each other. The verse continues saying

, …” Until, when he had leveled up (the gap) between the two cliffs “ …

The third order Zul-qarnayn issued was that they should bring some material from

wood and the like of it to be burnt, and put them in both sides of the barrier, and by

means of what they had with them, they would blow in the fire, so that the pieces of

:iron became red and rather melted. The verse, concerning Zul-qarnayn’s order, says

(he said: ‘Blow!’ Until, when he had made it (as “ … 

, …” fire

By that way, in fact, Zul-qarnayn wanted to join the pieces of iron into each other in
order to make a solid barrier. By that amazing design, he did the same thing that is

.practically done today by welding

:Finally, he issued the last order as follows

’. ” he said: ‘Bring me molten copper to pour thereon “ …

Thus, he overlaid that iron collection, the barrier, with a cover of copper in order to
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protect it from penetration of weather and decay. He made such a barrier, at last, that

the
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Gog and Magog could not climb and they were not able to make a hole in it either. The

:verse says

So they (Gog and Magog) were not able to scale it “ 

. ” nor could they make a hole in it

****
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اًقّحَ ِ-ي  بّرَ دُعْوَ  نَاکَوَ  ءَآَّکدَ  هُلَعَجَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ دُعْوَ  ءَآجَ  اذَإِفَ  ِ-ي  بَّّر نِم  هٌمَحْرَ  اذَهَ  لَاقَ  - 98

He said: ‘This is mercy from my Lord. But when the promise of my Lord comes to . “ 98
’. ” pass, He will make it level (with the ground), and the promise of my Lord is ever true

Commentary: verse 98

Point

Godly men believe that their successes are because of the Mercy of Allah, and they

never become proud. Of course, the Mercy and Lordship of Allah are connected to

each other. Saintliness of work and effort, stability of the action, people’s cooperation,
.administratorship and industry, and high goals are all a collection of Divine Favours

Thus, here, Zul-qarnayn, who was a godly man and had fulfilled a very important

accomplishment, did not boast of his action nor did he hold those people under

obligation in the same way that the tyrant usually do, but with the utmost courtesy he

:treated, and

. …” He said: ‘This is mercy from my Lord “ 

Zul-qarnayn implied that if he had such a knowledge by which he could perform an

important action like that, it was from the side of Allah, and his power as well as

.effectiveness of his word, were from Him, too

Then he added this meaning that they should not think that their barrier was eternal,
but when the promise of Allah comes, it will be made level with the ground and He will

change it
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:into an even land, because the promise of Allah is always true. The verse say

But when the promise of my Lord comes to pass, He will make it level (with the “ … 
’. ” ground), and the promise of my Lord is ever true

In this statement, Zul-qarnayn points to the distraction of the world and its

.disturbance at the threshold of Resurrection

Some of the lessons that this story teaches us

There are many instructive points in this story, the which, in fact, form the essential

:aim of the Qur’ān. Some of them are as follows

The first lesson that this story teaches us is that no work is possible to be fully done . 1
.in this world without its means

.Therefore, Allah gave the means of success to Zul-qarnayn

No government can embrace the victory but with encouraging the helpful people . 2
and punishing the evildoers. This is the very principal which Zul-qarnayn utilized. Ali-
ibn-Abitalib (a.s.) , in his famous command to Mālik-i-Ashtar, which is a consistent

instruction for action in governing a country, says: “… The virtuous and the vicious

should not be in equal position before you, because this means dissuasion of the

(virtuous from virtue and persuasion of the vicious to vice.”(1

A difficult duty is never fit for a godly just government, and it was for this very . 3
reason that Zul-qarnayn, after declaring that he would punish the unjust and reward

the righteous a good recompense, he added: “ …we will assign easiness for him by our

.command”, so that the righteous could be able to do it willingly and eagerly
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A vast just government cannot be heedless unto the differences and varieties of the . 4
.life of people and their different conditions

Zul-qarnayn did not leave out even the group of people who, as the Qur’ān says, . 5
could not understand a saying, and by any possible means, he listened to them and

.removed their difficulty

Security is the first and the most important condition of a safe social life. It was for . 6
the same reason that Zul-qarnayn undertook the most labourous works to provide it

.with them

Another lesson which can be learnt from this historical event, is that the main . 7
owners of social pain must take part in performing their own affairs, because their

.effort will surely be affective

Principally, an action which proceeds with the participation of the essential owners of

the pain both helps the innate talents to be appeared and they value the resulting

consequence and try to protect it, for they have tolerated much trouble in its

.construction

However, it makes clear that even a nation in the state of being retarded can

practically prove such an important and marvelous development when they apply a

.right design and administratorship

A godly leader must be disrespectful to wealth and material things and be content . 8
with what Allah has bestowed upon him. One of the concepts which is found

frequently in the Qur’ān is that one of most basic statements of the divine prophets is
.that they demand no wage or wealth from people for their invitation to truth

.To secure the affairs from any point of view is another lesson of this Qur’ānic story . 9

Howsoever powerful, vigorous, clever, wealthy and authoritative a person may be, . 10
and can afford great works, he
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must never boast and become proud. This is also another lesson that Zul-qarnayn

.taught

Every thing will be vanished, and the firmest and strongest buildings of this world . 11
will finally be destroyed even though they are built from some massive iron and steel.
This is the last lesson of this event, a lesson for all those who imagine that this world is
eternal, and practically try to amass wealth and earn ranks so unconditioned and

.greedily that as if there is no death and destruction

?Who were Gog and Magog

Gog and Magog are mentioned in two suras of the Qur’ān. One of them is in the Sura

under discussion, and the second is in sura Al-’Anbiyā’, No. 21, verse 96. The verse of

the Qur’ān clearly shows that these two appellations had belonged to two wild, cruel

tribes, who were very troublesome for the people who lived around the center of their

.living place

For more explanation about them, please refer to: commentary books of Atyab-ul-
Bayān, Tafsīr-i-Nemūnah, Tafsīr-i-Kabīr, Qarā’ib-ul-Qur’ān, and Tafsīr-i-Rūh-ul-

.Bayān

****
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اًعَمْجَ مْهُانَْعمَجَفَ  رِوُّصلا  یِف  خَفُِنوَ  ضٍْعَب  یِف  جُومُیَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  مْهُضَْعَب  انَکْرَتَوَ  -99

اًضرْعَ نَیرِِفاکَْلِل  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  مََّنهَجَ  انَضْرَعَوَ  - 100

اًعمْسَ نَوعُیطِتَسْیَ  اوُناکَوَ لاَ  يرِکْذِ  نعَ  ءٍآطَغِ  یِف  مْهُُنُیعْأَ  تَْناکَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 101

And on that day, We shall leave some of them (people) surge against others, and . “ 99
.” the Trumpet will be blown, then We shall gather them (all) together

And on that day, We shall present Hell to the disbelievers exposed (to their . “ 100
(.” view

Those whose eyes were under a cover from My remembrance, and they could . “ 101
(.” not bear to hear (the Truth

Commentary: verses 99-101

Adapting to the discussion of the perfect destruction of Zul-qarnayn’s barrier at the

threshold of Resurrection which was mentioned before, here, the Qur’ān continues

:explaining the Day of Hereafter and says

, …” And on that day, We shall leave some of them (people) surge against others “ 

The usage of the term /yamūj/ (surge) in the verse is either because of the abundance

of people in that scene, or for the anxiety and horror that invade the entity of human

beings on
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.that day. It seems that their bodies surge like the waves of water

:Then the Qur’ān continues saying

.” and the Trumpet will be blown, then We shall gather them (all) together “ …

From the totality of the verses of the holy Qur’ān it is understood that at the end of

this world and at the beginning of the coming world, there will happen two great

revolutionary events. The first event is the destruction of all human beings and the

living creatures in a sudden happening. The second event is the resurrection of the

dead in another sudden occurrence. This event is not known how long after the first

happening will occur. These two happenings are referred to in the Qur’ān as /nafx-i-
(. sūr/ (blown of Trumpet

****

After that, the holy Qur’ān states the situation of the disbelievers, both the fate of

:their deeds and the qualities which cause that fate. It says as follows

(.” And on that day, We shall present Hell to the disbelievers exposed (to their view“

The Hell, with its various chastisements and different painful punishments, appears

before them completely clear. This very manifestation of Hell before them and their

observation itself is a dreadful punishment for them, still less that they be involved in
.it

****

?Who Are Disbelievers Why Do They Have Such a Fate

:The holy Qur’ān introduces the disbelieves in a very short sentence as follows

Those whose eyes were under a cover from My remembrance, and they could not “ 
bear to hear

(.” the Truth)
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In fact, they had made unserviceable the most important means of truth-seeking,
recognition of facts, and whatever causes the factor of happiness and wretchedness

.of man

Yes, the feature of Truth is manifest and all the things of this world speak with man

through mute tongue, but only there should exist a hearing ear and a seeing eye in
.him

Upon the commentary of the holy phrase: “ …whose eyes were under a cover from

My remembrance …”, it has been narrated that Imam Rida (a.s.) told Ma’mūn: “The

objective meaning of the word /ŏikr/ in this verse is Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.)” (Tafsīr-i-
(Lāhījī

****

p: 173

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5723 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Section 12:The Words of Allah Inexhaustible

Point

Hell the recompense for associating any body with Allah and for mocking at the signs

and the Messenger of Allah – The words (of the wisdom) of Allah are inexhaustible –
.The Messenger (p.b.u.h.) is only a Man but in communication with Allah

لاًزُُن نَیرِِفاکَْلِل  مََّنهَجَ  اَندْتَعْأَ  اَّنإِ  ءَآیَِلوْأَ  یِنودُ  نِم  يدِابَعِ  اوذُخَِّتیَ  نأَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  بَسِحَفَأَ  - 102

Do then those who disbelieve think that they can take My servants as guardians . “ 102
?besides Me

(. ” Verily We have prepared Hell for the infidels to be entertained (therein

Commentary: verse 102

This holy verse has pointed to a mental deviation of those people. It had been the

:main origin of their other aberrations. It says

Do then those who disbelieve think that they can take My servants as guardians “ 
? …” besides Me

Have these servants, such as Messiah (a.s.) and the angels, who were worshipped,
howsoever much their ranks may be high, any thing from themselves that can

support others? Or, on the contrary, whatever they had were given them from the

side of Allah. They themselves needed to be guided by the guidance of Allah, too. This

.is a fact that those people forgot and, therefore, sunk into disbelief
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:For a further emphasis, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

(. ” Verily We have prepared Hell for the infidels to be entertained (therein “ …

****
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لاًامَعْأَ نَیرِسَخْلاَاِب  مکُُئ  -ِ بّنَُن لْهَ  لُْق  - 103

اًعْنصُ نَوُنسِحُْی  مْهَُّنأَ  نَوُبسَحْیَ  مْهُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  مْهُُیْعسَ  َّلضَ  نَیذَِّلا  - 104

? ” Say: ‘Shall We inform you of the greatest losers in (their) deeds . “ 103

Those whose effort is lost in this world’s life, while they think that they are . “ 104
. ” working good deeds

Commentary: verses 103-104

The greates losers in their deed

This verse, as well as the other verses up to the end of sura Al-Kahf, not only is an

explanation upon the qualities of the faithless persons, but also is a kind of summary

for all the subjects which were discussed in this Sura. They are especially the matters

concerning the story of the Companions of the Cave, Moses, Khidr, Zul-qarnayn and

.their efforts and struggles against their opponents

At first, it refers to the greatest losers, the most wretched persons among all

mankind. But, in order to move the sense of curiosity of the hearers upon such an

important subject, the Qur’ān propounds it in the form of a question, and commands

:the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as follows

? ” Say: ‘Shall We inform you of the greatest losers in (their) deeds “ 

****

Then, immediately after this question, the Qur’ān itself answers it, so that the hearer

:does not spend a long time wandered, and it implies that the greatest losers are
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Those whose effort is lost in this world’s life, while they think that they are working “ 
. ” good deeds

Certainly the meaning of ‘to lose’ in this text is not only that a person loses some

profits, but the real loss is that he loses the main capital, too. What a capital can be

higher and worthier than intellect, talent, God-given-powers, lifetime, youth, and

health. These very things, which produce our deeds and our actions, are the fruit of

our powers and abilities. When these powers turn into some destructive and vain

.deeds, it seems all of them have lost and vanished

The true and double loss is where a man loses his own material and spiritual capitals

on a wrong and deviated way, and he imagines that he has done a good action. Such a
person has neither obtained any useful result from these efforts, nor has he learnt a

.lesson from that loss, nor is he secured from the repetition of that event

However, the Islamic traditions denote that this verse has been rendered into the

denier of the leadership of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) and those who postpone the

fulfillment of Hajj from today to tomorrow. (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, and Abul-
(Futūh

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said the referent of a concept of this verse were the people of the

Book, who were legitimate at first, then they brought some innovations in religion

while they were working good deeds. Then he (a.s.) added the people of Nahrawān

(were not less than them. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

****
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اًنزْوَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهَُل  مُیقُِن  لافَ  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  تْطَِبحَفَ  هِِئآقَِلوَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ تِایَاََب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوُْا  - 105

اًوزُهُ یِلسُرُوَ  یِتایَاءَ  اوذُخََّتاوَ  اورُفَکَ  امَِب  مَُّنهَجَ  مْهُؤُآزَجَ  کَِلذَ  - 106

They are those who disbelieved in the signs of their Lord and meeting Him (in . “ 105
Hereafter) so their deeds became null, and on the Day of Resurrection We assign no

. ” weight for them

Thus Hell is their recompense for what they disbelieved and took My Signs and . “ 106
. ” My messengers in mockery

Commentary: verses 105-106

Those whose good deed become null

The Arabic term /habt/ philologically means: the belly of an animal swallowed because

of eating some poisonous plants and the animal exposes to death. Whoever sees

such an animal thinks that it is safe and sound with plenty of meat, while its belly is full

.of wind and the flesh of its body is poisonous

Some deeds of men which are considered vain are called /habt/ because those deeds

have been poisoned by committing sins, and, therefore, they are empty and have

.been exposed to destruction

Thus, the Qur’ān in this verse implies that the disbelievers denied the divine

revelations and His reasons, as well as the reward and retribution of Allah, and they

spoiled their deeds thereby. They performed those actions in a way that Allah had not

.enjoined

Therefore, such people will not be worthy and
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respectable with Allah on the Day of Resurrection. He will not heed them, and by

.punishing them, He will despise them and abase them

In Arabic language, when it is said that a thing has not weight, it means that the thing

is worthless. In other words, since they have not any action which can be worthy and

measurable, then there will not be set a scale for them on the Day of Hereafter to

weigh their deeds. Yes, they will not have anything to be weighed and, therefore,
.there will be no need of preparing a scale

A well-known tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) denotes: “ On the Day of

Reckoning, the fat and heavy men of this life will bring a body in the court of Allah the

weight of which is not as heavy as the wing of a fly. ” The reason of it is that their

.deeds, thoughts, and personalities have utterly been empty and vain in this world

:The verse says

They are those who disbelieved in the signs of their Lord and meeting Him (in “ 
Hereafter) so their deeds became null, and on the Day of Resurrection We assign no

. ” weight for them

****

In the next verse, the Qur’ān implies that the disbelievers denied three basic

principles of the religious belief: (Origin and End and the prophethood of the

:prophets), or farther than denial, they took them in mockery. The verse says

Thus Hell is their recompense for what they disbelieved and took My Signs and My “ 
. ” messengers in mockery

****
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لاًزُُن سِوْدَرْفِْلا  تُاَّنجَ  مْهَُل  تَْناکَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 107

لاًوَحِ اهَْنعَ  نَوغُْبیَ  اهَیِف لا  نَیدِِلاخَ  - 108

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds there is for them Gardens of . “ 107
. ” Paradise for their entertainment

. ” Abiding therein forever, they desire no removal therefrom . “ 108

Commentary: verses 107-108

The qualities of disbelievers, the greatest losers among people, and their fate was

rather widely defined. Now, the Qur’ān, as a frame of reference before the

disbelievers, refers to believers and their fate, so that the situation of both parties

.becomes quietly clear and distinguished

:In this regard, the holy Qur’ān says

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds there is for them Gardens of “ 
. ” Paradise for their entertainment

The Qur’ānic term /firdaus/ is a garden which contains all the bounties and the whole

.necessary merits. Thus, it is the best and the most privileged gardens of Paradise

The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said: “Paradise has one hundred degrees, the best

of which is ‘Firdaus’. Whenever you supplicate, ask ‘Firdaus’ from Allah.” (Tafsir-i-
(Majma‘-ul-Bayān

****
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In view of the fact that the perfection of a bounty is that it does not face with

:extinction, immediately after that, the Qur’ān adds

, …” Abiding therein forever “ 

The fastidious and desirous nature of man constantly asks for variety and changing,
yet the inhabitants of ‘Firdaus’ will never demand removal from it, for whatever they

:wish they find there, even variety and perfection. The verse continues saying

. ” they desire no removal therefrom “ …

****
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اًددَمَ هِِلْثمِِب  انَْئجِ  وَْلوَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ تُامَِلکَ  دَفَنتَ  نأَ  لَْبقَ  رُحْبَْلا  دَفِنََل  ِ-ي  بّرَ تِامَِلکَِل  اًدادَِم  رُحْبَْلا  نَاکَ  وَّْل  لُق  - 109

Say: ‘If the sea became ink for (writing) the Words of my Lord, the sea would . “ 109
certainly be exhausted before the Words of my Lord were exhausted, even though

’. ” We brought the like of it to help

Commentary: verse 109

The occasion of revelation upon Allah's infinite knowledge

The Arabic term /midād/ is applied for the ink which is poured into an inkpot and is

.used as a means of drawing the pen on the paper

The objective meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase /kalimāt-i-rabb/ is either the divine

promises and the created things, or the godly philosophies and conceptions, or Divine

revelations and whatever has a sign from Allah. Thus, every particle, every atom, and

.every cell is one of the Words of Allah

However, in the occasions of revelation of this verse it is said that when the Jews

heard this sentence from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) saying: “ …and you are not

given aught of knowledge but a little.”(1) They said how such a matter could be right

while the Jews were given the Turah, and whoever has been given the Turah indeed

has been given abundant good. Then the abovementioned verse was revealed and

illustrated the infinite knowledge of Allah and that man’s little knowledge is aught

.before it
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Some other commentators believe that the Jews told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that Allah

had given him wisdom and “…whoever has been given wisdom, indeed has been

given abundant good ”(1), but when they asked him (p.b.u.h.) about the spirit, he

replied them an ambiguous answer. Then the abovementioned verse was revealed

and declared that however much a man may be learned his knowledge is aught

(before the knowledge of Allah.(2

Therefore, this verse and the verse after it are concerned to the whole subjects of

this sura. As if the Qur’ān intends to say that the information of the events of the

Companions of the Cave, Moses, Khidr, and Zul-qarnayn are not so important when

.the infinite knowledge of Allah is considered

:The holy Qur’ān, addressing the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), says

Say: ‘If the sea became ink for (writing) the Words of my Lord, the sea would “ 
certainly be exhausted before the Words of my Lord were exhausted, even though

’. ” We brought the like of it to help

In this verse, indeed, the Qur’ān attracts the attentions to this fact that you should not

think that the world of existence is confined to what you see, or to what you know, or

to what you feel. But it is so great and vast that if the water of the seas became ink for

writing the names, qualities, specialties, secrets and mysteries of it, the seas would be

.used up before the whole of the creatures of the existing world could be counted

It is noteworthy that the abovementioned verse, not only illustrates the infinite

vastness of the world of existence in the past, present, and future, but also it is an

illustration of the
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infinite knowledge of Allah, because we know that Allah has encompassed in His

knowledge whatever exists, and whatever will come into being, in the expanse of

existence. Even more, His knowledge is not separate from the existence of these

.creatures

Then, in other words, it can be said that if all the oceans throughout of the world

became ink and all the trees became pens they are never sufficiently able to record

.the number of whatever exists in the knowledge of Allah

At the end, there is a tradition cited in the commentary book of Ali-ibn-Ibrāhīm

Qummī, and in the commentary book of Al-Burhān, narrated from Abī-Basīr, from

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who, concerning the commentary of this verse, said: “I inform you

that the Word of Allah has neither an end, nor has it finite, nor does it cause to

(eternity.”(1

****
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هِدَابَعِِب كْرِشُْی  لاوَ  اًحِلاصَ  لاًمَعَ  لْمَْعیَْلفَ  ِ-هِ  بّرَ ءَآقَِل  اوجُرْیَ  نَاکَ  نمَفَ  دٌحِاوَ  هٌَلإِ  مْکُهَُلإِ  آمََّنأَ  َّیَلإ  یحَوُی  مْکُُلْثِم  رٌشََب  ْاَنأَ  آمََّنإِ  لُْق  - 110
اًدحَأَ ِ-هِ  بّرَ

Say: ‘I am only a mortal like you. It is revealed unto me that your God is (only) . “ 110
One God. Therefore, whoever hopes to meet his Lord (in Hereafter) let him do

.” righteousness, and make none sharer of the worship due unto his Lord

Commentary: verse 110

This holy verse, which is the last verse of Sura Al-Kahf, contains a collection of

fundamental principles of the religious beliefs, such as, Unity, Resurrection, and the

prophethood of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.). This is, in fact, the same as what the

.beginning of the Sura Al-Kahf has begun with

Since the subject of prophethood among common people has always been

accompanied with kinds of exaggeration and extravagance in the length of its history,
:the Qur’ān states it as follows

. …” Say: ‘I am only a mortal like you “ 

Thus, by this meaning, he nullified all the imaginary polytheistic privileges which

promoted the divine prophets from the rank of human to the rank of divinity, and said

.that the only his privilege was that it was revealed unto him

Then, among all the subjects which are revealed, he emphasizes on the subject of

:Unity and says

It is revealed unto me that your God “ …

. …” is (only) One God
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In this part of the verse, only the subject of Unity has been pointed out, because Unity

is not merely a principle out of the fundamentals of belief, but it is the essence of all

.fundamental principles and the positive laws of Islam

If, through a simple example, we similarize the Islamic teachings, containing the

fundamental principles and positive laws of the religion to the jewelly beads of a

jewelry, Unity should be similarized to the string that has joined these beads to each

other and has formed, from all of them, a worthy beautiful necklace. That is why that

some Islamic traditions indicate that the holy phrase /lā’ilāha ’illallah/ (There is not god

save Allah) is a firm fortress, and whoever enters it will be safe from the punishment

.of Allah

The third sentence of this verse points to the subject of Resurrection, which is

:connected to the subject of Unity with the Arabic conjunction /f/, where it says

Therefore, whoever hopes to meet his Lord (in Here-after) let him do “ …

, …” righteousness

Meeting the Lord, which is the innate observation of His Pure Essence by the eye of

the heart and the inside spiritual insight, is also possible for the true believers in this

world, too. But in Hereafter, because of observing more effects with more clear

.manifestation of Him, it will become general for the common

The reality of the righteous deed is referred to through a short statement in the last

:sentence of the verse. It says

.” and make none sharer of the worship due unto his Lord “ …

In another more clear statement, an action will not be counted ‘a righteous deed’
unless the reality of purity and sincerity accompanies it. In fact, the righteous deed

which has
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originated from a godly motive and sincerity, and has mixed with it, is the passport

.unto the meeting of Allah

The righteous deed is so important in Islam that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition

says: “The person who performs his deeds with sincerity for forty days, Allah will flow

.” the springs of wisdom and knowledge from his heart to his tongue

It can be concluded that this holy verse has referred to both Unity (only One God), and

prophethood (It is revealed unto me), and Resurrection (to meet his Lord in

Hereafter), and hope to the mercy of Allah (whoever hopes), and effort and

endeavour to reach it (let him do righteousness), and purity in action (and make none

sharer). That was why the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “If only the last verse of sura Al-Kahf

were revealed to my community, it would be sufficient for them.” (Tafsīr-i-Dur-ul-
(Mamthūr

Finally, upon the content of this verse, there have been narrated many traditions

concerning the importance of sincerity and the danger of hypocrisy and hidden

:polytheism. Some of them are as follows

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily Allah, the Exalted, will not accept any action in . 1
(which there is a tiny amount of hypocrisy.” (1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “Verily Allah has forbidden the . 2
Paradise for every hypocrite, man and woman; and piety is not (found) in beauty of

(face and clothing, but piety is (found) in serenity and solemnity.” (2
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The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “ The Fire (of Hell) and its people will cry . 3
because of the punishment of hypocrites”. Then he (p.b.u.h.) was asked: “O Prophet!
How (and why) does the Fire (of Hell) cry?” He answered: “Because of (the intense of)
the heat of the Fire by which they (the hypocrites) will be punished.” (Safīnat-ul-Bihār,

(vol. 1, p.500, and Jāmi‘-i-‘Ahādīth-ush-Shī‘ah, vol.1, p. 369

It is narrated by ’Abī-Basīr who said: “I heard ’Abā-‘Abdillah (Imam Sādiq) (a.s.) said: . 4
‘On the Day of Hereafter, the servant, who had established prayer, will be brought

and he says: ‘O Lord! I have prayed for your pleasure’. He will be answered: ‘But you

prayed in order to be said what a good prayer so and so has established. Take him

unto the Fire.’ Then, he said: ‘The same manner will be treated with the one who has

struggled, has recited the Qur’ān, and has given alms’.” (Jāmi‘-i-‘Ahādīth-ush-Shī‘ah,
(vol. 1, p. 368

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily, more than anything else, I fear about . 5
you for the minor polytheism’. He was asked: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah! What is the

minor polytheism?’ He answered: ‘Hypocrisy’. Then he said: ‘On the Day of Hereafter,
when Allah, Almighty and Glorious, recompenses the deeds of the servants, He will tell

the hypocrites: ‘Go unto those for whom you used to act hypocritically in the world,
and see whether you find the recompense of your actions with them’.” (Safīnat-ul-
Bihār, vol. 1, p. 499). There are also some more traditions upon this subject found in the

.Islamic books of traditions to which you can refer

****
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p: 1

(Sura Maryam (Mary

Point

(Revealed in Mecca)

(No. 19 (98 verses in 6 sections

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

:Introduction to the Sura

Sura Maryam, as arranged in the Book, is the nineteenth Sura of the holy Qurān. It

.contains 98 verses which have been revealed in Mecca

Similar to other Meccan Suras, the content of this Sura is mostly about matters

concerning the Hereafter, the end of the evil-doers, the rewards of the good-doers,
and part of the account of the lives of Zakariyya (Zechariah), Mary, Jesus, Yahyā

(. (John), Abraham, Ishmael and Idrīs (Enoch

It is recorded in Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān that, in the last few verses of Sura Maryam, Allah

says that the purpose of revealing this Sura is to give ‘glad tidings and warnings’, and

.this aim has been followed in the beautiful form of the story of the prophets’ lives

Allah has mentioned no woman in the Qur’ān directly by her proper name except

Mary, and the name ‘Mary’ occurs 34 times in the Qur’ān. The only Sura, which has

.been entitled by the name of a woman in the Qur’ān, is this very Sura, Sura Mary

For the virtue of studying this Sura, it has been cited that whoever continues reciting

this Sura (whenever he can), he will not die save that Allah will suffice him in life,
.wealth and children

(Majma‘-ul-Bayān)
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There is no doubt, of course, that the one will make himself free from want from

.others by means of practicing the contents of this Sura

****

p: 190

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5740 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(Sura Maryam (Mary

(Revealed in Mecca)

(No. 19 (98 verses in 6 sections

Section 1:Zechariah and John

Point

Apostle Zechariah’s prayer for an issue – Allah’s granting him a son, though Zechariah

was old and his wife was barren and very old – Yahya (John) commissioned as an

.Apostle of Allah in his childhood itself

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

صعیهک - 1

آَّیرِکَزَ هُدَْبعَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ تِمَحْرَ  رُکْذِ  - 2

اًّیفِخَ ءًآدَِن  هَُّبرَ  يدَاَن  ذْإِ  - 3

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

’.” Kāf‘k’,Hā‘h’,Yā‘y’,‘Ain ‘‘A’,Sād‘s . “ 1

.” This is) a mention of the mercy of your Lord unto His servant Zechariah . ) 2

.” When he called upon his Lord in secret . “ 3

Commentary: verses 1-3

The abbreviated letters of the Quran

The mentioned letters are among the ‘Abbreviated Letters’ of the Qur’ān in which

some mysteries and secrets are hidden. Some Islamic traditions indicate that each of

these letters is a
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sign of one of the great names of Allah (The Names Most Beautiful). Kāf ‘K’ refers to

/kāfī/ (The Sufficient); Hā ‘H’ refers to /hādī/ (The Guide); Yā ‘Y’ refers to /waliyy/ (The

Friend, The Protector, The Surety, The Patron); ‘Ain ‘A’ refers to /‘ālim/ (The Knower);
and Sād ‘S’ refers to /sadiq-ul-wa‘d/ (The One Who is Truthful in His promises).
Sometimes, in some supplications, Allah (s.w.t.) is invoked through these abbreviated

letters, in this manner: “O Lord! by Kā, Hā, Yā, ‘Ain, Sād.” In a supplication, for instance,
(Hadrat Alī-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “O Allah! We ask you, O’Kāf, Hā, Yā, ‘Ain, Sād!”(1

Some Islamic traditions state that these abbreviated letters indicate the event of the

uprising of Imam Hussayn in Karbalā, as follows: Kāf refers to ‘Karbalā’, Hā refers to

‘Halāk’ (the slaughter of the Prophet’s progeny), Yā refers to ‘Yazīd’, ‘Ain refers to the

subject of ‘Atash (thirst), and Sād refers to ‘Sabr’ (the patience and steadfastness of

(. Imam Hussayn and his self-sacrificing supporters

It should be noted, of course, that the verses of the Qur’ān have the capacity to have

different meanings but despite the variety of meanings, they do not conflict with each

.other

After the abbreviated letters at the beginning of Sura Maryam, the first verse

:concerning the story of Zechariah begins. It says

.” This is) a mention of the mercy of your Lord unto His servant Zechariah)

This event occurred at the time when Zachariah was very worried and sad because

,he did not have a child, and he
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:worshipping Him, called upon his Lord secretly. The verse says

.” When he called upon his Lord in secret “ 

The Arabic term /nidā/ means ‘to call with a loud voice’, and the Qur’ānic word

/xafiyyā/ means ‘in secret’ not in a low voice, since such a call cannot be performed

.‘silently’, but it can be done secretly

Perhaps, the invocation of Zechariah, done in secret, was for the reason that his

.people would not scoff at him by saying why that old man wished Allah for a son

Some Islamic literature indicates that the best supplication is that which is asked in

(secret, and the best provision is that which is sufficient. (Tafsīr-i-Majma‘-ul-Bayān

****

p: 193

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5744 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


اًّیقِشَ   ِ بّرَ کَِئآعَدُِب  نکُأَ  مَْلوَ  اًبْیشَ  سُْأَّرلا  لَعَتَشْاوَ  ِ-ي  نِّم مُظْعَْلا  نَهَوَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ   ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  - 4

اًّیِلوَ کَندَُّل  نِم  یِل  بْهَفَ  اًرِقاعَ  یِتأَرَْما  تَِناکَوَ  يءِآرَوَ  نِم  یَِلاوَمَْلا  تُْفخِ  ِ-ي  نّإِوَ - 5

He said: ‘My Lord! verily my bones are weakened and my head is all aflame with . “ 4
.” hoariness, and, my Lord! I have never been unblessed in prayer to You

And verily I fear my kindred after I am gone, and my wife is barren. So grant me . “ 5
from your presence

(.” a successor (a child

Commentary: verses 4-5

Point

Zechariah invoked Allah saying that his bones, the pillars of his body and its most solid

parts, were weakened and his head was all aflame with hoariness. By this statement,
Zechariah might have wanted to say that the harbinger of death had been placed on

:his head and he had to get ready for death. Here is the verse

He said: ‘My Lord! verily my bones are weakened and my head is all aflame with “ 
, …” hoariness

Then, immediately after that statement, he adds that he had been accustomed to the

acceptance of his supplications by his Lord and that He had never withheld His

blessings from him. Now that he was old and feeble, he was more in need of answers

:to his prayers, and that he would not be unblessed. The verse continues saying
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.” and, my Lord! I have never been unblessed in prayer to You “ …

:After that, he explained his supplication to Allah, as follows

And verily I fear my kindred after I am gone, and my wife is barren. So grant me “ 
from your presence

(.” a successor (a child

:Explanations

.The Arabic word /‘āqir/ is applied for a man or a woman that cannot produce offspring

The term /’išti‘āl/ means: ‘the blaze of a fire when it flames and spreads’. Thus, the

holy phrase ‘and my head is all aflame with hoariness’ means that the whiteness of

.the hair on my head blazed like fire and has spread

Some of the commentators have said that the objective meaning of the Qur’ānic word

/waliyy/, mentioned in this holy verse, is ‘a righteous son who succeeds the father’.
(Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said that Zechariah’s anxiety was about his uncle and his cousins.(1

****
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اًّیضِرَ   ِ بّرَ هُْلعَجْاوَ  بَوقُْعیَ  لِاءَ  نِْم  ثُرِیَوَ  یِنُثرِیَ  - 6

اًّیمِسَ لُْبقَ  نِم  هَُّل  لعَجَْن  مَْل  ییَحْیَ  هُمُسْا  مٍلاَغُِب  كَرُ  -ِ شّبَُن اَّنإِ  آَّیرِکَزَ  ایَ  - 7

اًّیِتعِ رِبَکِْلا  نَِم  تُْغلََب  دْقَوَ  اًرِقاعَ  یِتأَرَْما  تَِناکَوَ  مٌلاَغُ  یِل  نُوکُیَ  یَّنأَ    ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  - 8

One that) shall be my inheritor and the inheritor of the posterity of Jacob; and . “ ) 6
,make him, my Lord

.” well-pleasing

His prayer was answered:) O’ Zakariyyā! verily We give you good tidings of a son . ) 7
(.” whose name is Yahyā (John). We have given the same name to none before (him

He said: ‘My Lord! How shall there be for me a son while my wife is barren and I . “ 8
have reached

?’ ” infirm old age

Commentary: verses 6-8

Point

Zechariah, the prophet, in his prayer, invoked Allah to grant him a successor to be the

inheritor of him and the posterity of Jacob, and He would make him well-pleasing. The

:verse says

One that) shall be my inheritor and the inheritor of the posterity of Jacob; and make “ )
,him, my Lord

.” well-pleasing

The purpose of the phrase ‘to inherit’, here, has been rendered differently by the

.Islamic commentators

Some of them believe that ‘heritage’ in this verse is heritage in
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.properties, while some others have said that it refers to the rank of prophethood

A group of the commentators have also thought that the objective meaning of it is an

.inclusive concept which probably envelops both of them

Many of the Shi‘ite scholars have taken the first interpretation, while some Sunnite

scholars have seized the second meaning, and some others, among Islamic scholars,
such as: Sayyid-i-Qutb in Fī-Zilāl and ’Ālūsī in Rouh-ul-Ma‘ānī, have chosen the third

.idea

Those who have taken it, confined to the inheritance of property, have reasoned to

the existence of the word /yariθu/ (inheritor) in this sense. For, when this word is used

apart from other evidences, it means ‘the inheritance of the wealth’. But when it is

used in the sense of spiritual affairs, it is usually for the sake of the existence of some

evidence in that verse; like Sura Fātir, No 95, verse 32 which says: “Then We gave the

, …” Book for an inheritance to those whom We chose from among Our servants

Moreover, the wife of Zechariah, who was from the progeny of Solayman-ibn-
Dāwood, regarding the very good condition of Solayman and Dāwood’s wealth, had

.inherited some considerable properties

Zechariah was afraid that those properties would be obtained by some impious

persons who might amass them, or use them in a false way, which itself could be the

.source of a corruption in the society

Fatimah (a.s) reasoned to this verse for claiming Fadak

That was why he asked his Lord to grant him a righteous child so that this offspring

.might protect those properties and spend them in the best way

It is narrated in a tradition that Fatimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s.), the pure daughter of the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), reasoned to
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.defend her claim to Fadak. This incident is another evidence upon the above idea

The Late Tabarsī, in his book ’Ihtijāj, has said regarding this issue concerning the Lady

:of Islam (a.s.), as follows

When some people had decided to withhold Fadak from Fatimah (a.s.), and she was

informed of it, she said: “Is there in the Book of Allah that you inherit from your father

and I do not inherit from my father? Verily you have done a very indecent thing.(1) Did

you deliberately leave out from the Book of Allah where, in the story of Yahya-ibn-
Zakariyyā, it says: ‘O Lord! Grant me from Your presence a successor (a child); (One

?’ ” that) shall be my inheritor and the inheritor of the posterity of Jacob

For more information on the idea of ‘inheritance’ as something spiritual, or both

spiritual and material you may refer to Tafsīr-i-Atyab-ul-Bayān, as well as other great

.commentaries of Islamic scholars

However, the Arabic word /radiyy/ means both: ‘being well-pleased with Allah’ and

‘being loved by people’. The rank of Allah being well-pleased with a person, and vice

.versa, is the best rank, a great salvation

****

The subsequent verse states that the prayer of Zechariah was accepted in the

presence of Allah, an acceptance with full grace and particular favour. The words of

:Allah in the verse are recited as follows

His prayer was answered:) O’ Zakariyyā! Verily We give you good tidings of a son “)
(.” whose name is Yahyā (John). We have given the same name to none before (him
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The Qur’ānic phrase ‘the same name to none before (him)’ means either that the

name ‘Yahyā’ had not been used before him, or that such personal qualities were not

.found in any one before him

Zechariah, who did not see the relevant preconditions to assist in gaining what he

:desired, asked Allah to explain the circumstance for him. The verse says

He said: ‘My Lord! How shall there be for me a son while my wife is barren and I have “ 
?’ ” reached infirm old age

Zechariah, saying: “How shall there be for me a son…?” means whether he and his

wife would become young again, or they would have a child in the same state of old

(age. (Tafsīr-i-Kabīr by Fakhr-i-Rāzī

Yes, even the prophets’ knowledge is limited, and their surprise about something

.does not contrast with the rank of their prophethood

However, the Qur’ānic word /‘itiyyā/ means ‘to go beyond the limit’ which is usually

.said upon a person whose body has lost its elasticity as a result of old age

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said that five years elapsed between the time when the glad tidings

was given and when the birth of Yahyā occurred. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Bihār-
(ul-’Anwār, vol. 14, p. 176

****
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اًئْیشَ کُتَ  مَْلوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  کَُتْقلَخَ  دْقَوَ  ِ-نٌ  یّهَ َّیلَعَ  وَهُ  کَُّبرَ  لَاقَ  کَِلذَکَ  لَاقَ  - 9

اًّیوِسَ لٍایََل  ثَلاََث  سَاَّنلا  ِ-مَ  لّکَُت َّلاأَ  کَُتیَاءَ  لَاقَ  هًیَاءَ  لعَجْا لِّ-ي    ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  - 10

He said: ‘So (it will be)’. Your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me, for indeed I created you . “ 9
’.” aforetime when you were nothing

He (Zechariah) said: ‘My Lord! appoint for me a sign.’ Said He: ‘Your sign is that . “ 10
(.” you shall not be able to speak to the people for three nights, though sound (in health

Commentary: verses 9-10

Allah (s.w.t.) is able to do every thing and every work is easy for Him, as in this verse,
”. He says: “It is easy for Me

In Sura Al-Hadīd, No. 57, verse 22 and in Sura At-Ta ْqābun, No. 64, verse 7, the words

are recited: “ …that is easy to Allah”; and in Sura Al-Baqarah, No.2, verses 20 and 106, it
is recited: “…Allah is All-powerful over everything”; and in Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18, verse

45 the Qur’ān says: “…Allah is omnipotent over everything”. Therefore, Zechariah

asked Allah how that matter could happen, and He said: “So (it will be)” and Allah

.(s.w.t.) can strengthen his power in old age to give him offspring

In other words, Allah is the One Who is able to create all things from aught, and then it
is not surprising that He bestows

p: 200

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5752 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:a child upon Zachariah in his old age and in those conditions. The verse says

He said: ‘So (it will be)’. Your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me, for indeed I created you “ 
’.” aforetime when you were nothing

By hearing the abovementioned hope-inspiring statement, Zechariah became very

happy and encouraged and the light of hopefulness illuminated his entire being,
however, since that message was very magnificent and constructive for him, he

:asked Allah for a sign, as follows

He (Zechariah) said: ‘My Lord! appoint for me “ 

.’ …” a sign

No doubt Zechariah believed in Allah’s promise, but, in order to be more assured, he

asked Him for such a sign. This was similar to Abraham’s, way who was certain of the

Resurrection, yet he asked to see an aspect of the resurrection in this world in order

:that his heart would become more certain. Then Zechariah (a.s.) received this answer

Said He: ‘Your sign is that you shall not be able to speak to the people for three “ …

(.” nights, though sound (in health

During those three days and nights Zachariah’s tongue (a.s.) could move only for

.prayers to Allah (s.w.t.) as well as in supplicating unto Him

This was a clear sign, of course, in that a person would not able to speak with people

while his tongue and his body were utterly sound and he could pray and worship to

.Allah fluently

In the books of commentaries of Majma‘-ul-Bayān, of At-Tabarī, and Al-Mīzān, it has

been said that, at the time of recitation of the Divine communications and the

remembrance of Allah (s.w.t.), Zachariah’s tongue could utter words fluently and

correctly, but when he wanted to use his tongue to speak
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.with people, his tongue remained silent

Of course, Zechariah (a.s.) asked Allah (s.w.t.) for a sign to recognize between right

and wrong, and between the divine revelations and satanic delusions. (Tafsīr-i-Al-
(Mīzān

This itself is an evidence to the fact that all our actions are under the Will and device

of Allah, so that if He let not we are not able to speak even when we are in a complete

.health

****
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اًّیشِعَوَ هًرَکُْب  اوحُ  -ِ بّسَ نأَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  یحَوْاَفَ  بِارَحْ  - مِْلا نَِم  هِِموْقَ  یلَعَ  جَرَخَفَ  - 11

Then he went out (of the sanctuary) unto his people and made signs unto them . “ 11
.” that they should glorify (Allah) morning and evening

Commentary: verse 11

Point

The Qur’ānic word /bukrah/ is used for the length of time between the dawn until the

.sunrise

The term /mihrāb/ (sanctuary) is called such since it is a fighting-place against Satan

and the temptations which hinder man’s concentration of thought. Perhaps, the

sanctuaries of the Children of Israel had been the same places of prayer which people

.had chosen for their Divine service and they worshipped therein

According to what Tabarsī and Fakhr-i-Rāzi have said, the purpose of /tasbīh/ (to

glorify), used in this verse, is ‘prayer’, because ‘prayer’ contains ‘glorification’. After

this glad tidings and that clear Sign, Zechariah came out of his prayer niche and went

.unto his people

Then he signed to them that they should glorify Allah every morning and evening. For,
the result of the great bounty, which Allah had bestowed Zechariah, would

.encompass all those people and could be effective in their fate totally

:The verse says

Then he went out (of the sanctuary) unto his people and made signs unto them that “ 
.” they should glorify (Allah) morning and evening
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Moreover, this bounty, which was counted a miracle, could firm the foundations of

.belief in their hearts

****

:Some Traditions

Point

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The most beloved sayings with Allah, the . 1
Glorious, is that the servant says: ‘Glory be to my Lord and praise be to Him’.” (Kanz-

(ul-’Ummal, vol. 1, p. 466

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Whoever glorifies Allah thirty times every day, Allah, the . 2
Blessed, the Exalted, may remove seventy afflictions from him, the least of which is

(poverty.” (Amālī by Sadūgh, p. 55

Theimportance of the hymns of Fatimah (a.s) after every prayer

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The hymns of Fātimatuz-Zahrā, after every prayer, is more . 3
beloved with me than one thousand units (rak‘ah) of prayer in a day.” (Muhajjat-ul-

(Baydā’, vol. 2, p. 348

****
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اًّیِبصَ مَکْحُْلا  هُانَْیتَاءَو  هٍَّوقُِب  بَاتَکِْلا  ذِخُ  ییَحْیَ  ایَ  - 12

اًّیقِتَ نَاکَوَ  هًاکَزَوَ  اَّندَُّل  نِم  اًنانَحَوَ  - 13

O’ Yahyā! Take hold of the Book with might.’ And We gave him wisdom . “ ‘ 12
.” (apostleship) while yet a child

;And (also) compassion from Us and piety . “ 13

.” and he was God-fearing

Commentary: verses 12-13

The Qur’ānic term /hukm/ means: ‘knowledge and understanding.’(1) It has also been

applied in the sense of ‘ability and judgment’(2), while it is cited in Tafsīr-i-Al-Mīzān

that the objective meaning of /hukm/, in this verse, is: ‘knowledge unto the Divine

’. sciences and the removal of the curtain of Unseen

Three persons became prophets in childhood. They were Solomon, Jesus, and John

(a.s.). There were also three persons who became Imam in their childhood: Imam

Jawād (the ninth Imam), Imam Hādī (the tenth Imam) and Imam Mahdī (the twelfth

Imam), peace be upon them all, because the rank of prophethood and Imamate is

.granted by Allah

Moreover, Divine prophets and the Immaculate Imams were bestowed upon all

virtues and sciences in the same World of Light. Therefore they could speak and solve

the problems even when they were in the wombs of their mothers, in their cradles,
and

p: 205

Lisān-ul-‘Arab - 1
Qāmūs-ul-Qur’ān - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5757 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_205_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_205_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


at the moment of their birth. There are recorded many Islamic traditions in this regard

in which it is also said that even Siddīghah-Tāhirah, who was neither a prophet nor an

(Imam, had this quality, too.(1

However, former verses denoted that Allah bestowed on Zechariah a son named

Yahyā (John) when he was in old age. Following that matter, in this verse, the great

:commandment of Allah unto John is recited, as follows

!O’ Yahyā “ ‘

.’ …” Take hold of the Book with might

The objective meaning of ‘the Book’ here is Turah, and the purpose of ‘taking hold of

the Book with might’ is that he should carry through its content with an intensive

sharp conclusiveness, and should act accordingly, so that he could enjoy any material

and spiritual power, whether personal and social, in the way of its expansion and

.generalization

Next to this commandment, the Qur’ān points to the merits that Allah had granted to

:John, or he had obtained them with the grace of Allah, where it says

.” And We gave him wisdom (apostleship) while yet a child “… 

Allah gave him the command of prophethood, wisdom, talent and perspicacity in . 1
.childhood

And he was also given mercy and compassion in respect to people from the side of . 2
:Allah

 …” And also compassion from Us “ 

:And Allah gave him piety and purity of soul, spirit, and action . 3

; …” piety “ …

:And he avoided whatever was other than the command of Allah . 4
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.” and he was God-fearing “ …
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By the way, the Qur’ānic term /hanān/ means ‘compassion, kindness’. Thus, it was the

compassion of Allah to John and John’s love to Allah, which caused the kindness of

people to John and John’s affection unto people, all of which were from the Grace of

.Allah and His Mercy

****
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اًّیصِعَ اًراَّبجَ  نکُیَ  مَْلوَ  هِْیدَِلاوَِب  اَّرَبوَ  - 14

اًّیحَ ثُعَْبُی  مَوْیَوَ  تُومُیَ  مَوْیَوَ  دَِلوُ  مَوْیَ  هِْیلَعَ  مٌلاَسَوَ  - 15

And kindness to his parents, and (unto the people) he was neither insolent (nor) . “ 14
.” disobedient

And peace on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he shall . “ 15
!” be raised alive

Commentary: verse 14-15

Obeying parents is obligatory

Hadrat Yahya (John) was very kind to his parents and obeyed them. He tried to make

them happy, because obeying parents is obligatory, and opposing them is forbidden.
He also did not commit any sin, transgression, and was never proud. He hurt no one.

:The verse says

And kindness “ 

.” to his parents, and (unto the people) he was neither insolent (nor) disobedient

****

Therefore, since Yahya (a.s.) was qualified with all prominent epithets and great

:honours, then peace upon him, as the verse says

And peace on him the day he was born, and the day he dies, and the day he shall be “ 
!” raised alive

Some commentators have said that the most horrible states of a person may appear

in three circumstances: 1) The day when he comes out from the mother’s womb and

enters into the world. 2) The day he dies and finds himself among the people whom he

has not seen. 3) The day when he will be raised alive and finds himself in a great place

.of gathering
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Allah favoured John by His Grace and endowed security on
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him in these three circumstances. Thus, Yahya (John) passed all the narrow passages

.successfully with the safety of religion and belief in Allah

To hold dear the annual birthday, and remembrance of the annual day of death of the

.saints of Allah, of course, is a Qur’ānic matter

****

:Some Points upon John’s Martyrdom

Not only was the birth of John marvelous, but so was his death from some points of

view. Most Muslim historians, as well as some famous Christian sources, have

:recorded the event of this martyrdom, (with slight differences), as follows

Yahya (John) was sacrificed because of the liaison one of the tyrants of his age had

with a woman related to him within the forbidden degrees. Herod, the sensual king of

Palestine, was in love with Herodias, his niece, whose beauty had captured his heart

.in the fire of love

.Therefore, he decided to marry her

When Yahya (John), the great prophet of Allah (a.s.), was informed of this he promptly

announced there and then that their marriage was unlawful and it was contrary to the

.laws of the Torah and that Yahya (John) would struggle against it

This news was spread throughout the city and the woman, Herodias, became aware

of it. She, considered Yahya (John) the greatest barrier on her way, and decided to

take revenge upon him at the most suitable opportunity, and remove this obstruction

.in her way

She intensified her relation with her uncle and made her beauty as a trap for him. She

had such a deep influence that
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one day Herod told her to ask him whatever desire she had and she could be certain

.that her demand would assuredly be performed

Horodias said that she wanted nothing but the head of Yahya, because Yahya had

defamed both of them, and all people found fault concerning them. She replied if

Herod wanted to comfort her heart and make her happy, he should do that

.accomplishment

Herod, who was madly in love of that lady, inattentive to the end of that action,
submitted and very soon the head of John was presented to that wicked woman. But,

(finally, the painful results of that hideous action encompassed her.(1

Some Islamic traditions indicate that Imam Hussayn (a.s.) the Great Martyr, said;

“From among the mean aspects of this world is that the head of Yahya-ibn-Zechariah

.” was brought as a present to a wicked woman from the Children of Israel

This statement means that, from this point of view, the conditions of Yahya and those

of Imam Hussayn (a.s.) were alike, because one of the aims of his rising was standing

.against the evil deeds of the tyrant of his time, Yazīd

****
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Section 2:Mary and Jesus

Point

The Angel informs Mary about her giving birth to Jesus–The Miraculous Birth of Jesus

as a sign of Allah–Jesus announces his Apostleship from the cradle itself

اًّیِقرْشَ اًناکَمَ  اهَِلهْأَ  نِْم  تْذَبَتَنا  ذِإِ  مَیَرْمَ  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ  - 16

اًّیوِسَ اًرشََب  اهََل  لََّثمَتَفَ  انَحَورُ  اهَْیَلإِ  آنَْلسَرْاَفَ  اًباجَحِ  مْهِِنودُ  نِم  تْذَخََّتافَ  - 17

And mention in the Book about Mary when she withdrew from her family to an . “ 16
.” eastern place

So she took a veil (to screen herself) apart from them. Then We sent unto her Our . “ 17
.” Spirit (Holy Spirit) that presented himself to her a perfect man

Commentary: verses 16-17

Point

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said that Mary was one of the four typical godly

.women

The Arabic term /nabaŏa/ means: ‘to throw away something inattentively’, while the

Qur’ānic word /’intibāŏ/ is used for ‘seeking retirement from people’. Since Mary was

dedicated to ‘The Remote Mosque’, she had chosen a corner in the east of the

.mosque for herself

After the statement of the explanation about Yahyā (John), through these holy

verses, the Qur’ān refers to the story of
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Jesus was appointed to prophethood in childhood

Jesus (a.s.) and his mother’s fate, because there is a close connection between these

.two occurrence

The birth of Yahyā (John) to an aged father and a barren mother, was a wonderful

thing, but the birth of Jesus, from a mother without a father, was something even

.more marvelous

It is surprising, of course, for a person be given wisdom and prophethood in

childhood, but it is more surprising than that that he, as a baby, speaks in cradle

.concerning the Book and prophecy

However, both of them are signs of the Power of Allah, the Exalted, and, they both

concerned people who had a very close blood relationship with each other, because

John’s mother was Mary’s maternal aunt both of whom were barren and longed for a
:righteous child. The verse says

And mention in the Book about Mary when she withdrew from her family to an “ 
.” eastern place

In fact she humbly and anonymously withdrew from her family and went to a place in
.the temple free from any disturbance in order to pray and to tell her secrets to Allah

****

At this time, Mary put a veil between herself and those people to screen herself away

from them so that her private place could be suitable for worship and away from the

:prying eyes of people. The verse says

. …” So she took a veil (to screen herself) apart from them “ 

Then one of the great angels (Holy Spirit), in the form of a perfect handsome man,
without any defect, presented himself to Mary and, by the might of Allah, fulfilled his

.mission
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:It was just as Allah, the Most High, in the Qur’ān says
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Blessed be He in Whose hand is Domination; and He is All-Powerful over“
(everything.”(1

:The verse under discussion continues saying

Then We sent unto her Our Spirit (Holy Spirit) that presented himself to her a “ …

.” perfect man

****
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اًّیقِتَ تَنکُ  نإِ  کَنِم  نِمَحَّْرلاِب  ذُوعُأَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ تَْلاقَ  - 18

اًّیکِزَ اًملاَغُ  کَِل  بَهَلاَ  ِ-كِ  بّرَ لُوسُرَ  ْاَنأَ  آمََّنإِ  لَاقَ  - 19

اًّیغَِب كُأَ  مَْلوَ  رٌشََب  یِنسْسَمْیَ  مَْلوَ  مٌلاغُ  یِل  نُوکُیَ  یَّنأَ  تَْلاقَ  - 20

She said: ‘Verily I take refuge in the Beneficent (Allah) from you! if you are God- . “ 18
.” fearing

He (the angel) said: ‘Verily I am only a messenger of your Lord that I bestow on . “ 19
’.” you a pure son

She said: ‘How shall there be for me a son while no man has touched me, neither . “ 20
.” have I been unchaste

Commentary: verses 18-20

One of the recommendations of Allah to His Messengers is that they should take

refuge in Allah. Therefore, this state has been the moral life of the prophets and the

saints of Allah, and that is why when the pious persons feel the probability of

.committing sin, they tremble in fear and take refuge in Allah, The Beneficent

It is evident that, at that time, a great fear overcame her when this pious woman saw

that a handsome foreigner had entered her sanctuary, therefore, she immediately

:said

.” Verily I take refuge in the Beneficent (Allah) from you! if you are God-fearing “ ‘

Her Mentioning the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, and qualifying Him by His general

mercy, on the one hand and encouraging the man to piety and being God-fearing, on

the other, were all intended to deter that unfamiliar man if he had intended something

.evil
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By saying these words, Mary was expecting a reaction from the stranger, an

expectation laden with fear and abundant anxiety. But this situation did not last very

:long, and the stranger spoke and stated his great mission

 …” He (the angel) said: ‘Verily I am only a messenger of your Lord “ 

.This statement comforted Mary’s pure heart, as if water was poured over a fire

But this relief did not last long, because immediately after that he added that he had

come to bestow on her a son who would be pure from the point of temper, manner,
:body, and spirit. The verse continues saying

’.” that I bestow on you a pure son “…

However, the term /zakiyy/, used in the verse, is derived from /zakāt/ in the sense of:
’. ‘purity, growth, and blessing’, while the word /baqyan/, here, means ‘a prostitute

In this Sura the subject of being granted a child from Allah has been mentioned

several times: the bestowal of Jesus to Mary in verse 19; that of Isaac and Jacob to

Abraham in verse 49. Moreover the remittal of Aaron to Moses in verse 53; and the

.glad tidings of a child to Zechariah in verse 7 are among them

Having a child is something of great value, but greater than this is the purity of the

.child

By hearing these word, Mary was seized with a severe trembling and again she

became very worried. In that situation, and only thinking about the natural means of

:having a child, she wondered and

She said: ‘How shall there be for me a son while no man has touched me, neither “ 
.” have I been unchaste
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اًّیضِْقم اًرْمأَ  نَاکَوَ  اَّن  هًمَحْرَوَ مِّ- سِاَّنل  هًیَاءَ لِّ- هُلَعَجْنَِلوَ  ِ-نٌ  یّهَ َّیلَعَ  وَهُ  کُِّبرَ  لَاقَ  کِِلذَکَ  لَاقَ  - 21

اًّیصِقَ اًناکَمَ  هِِب  تْذَبَتَنافَ  هُْتلَمَحَفَ  - 22

اًّیسِْنمَ اًیسَْن  تُنکُوَ  اذَهَ  لَْبقَ  ُّتِم  یِنتَْیَل  ایَ  تَْلاقَ  هِلَخَّْنلا  عِذْجِ  یَلإِ  ضُاخَ  - مَْلا اهَءَآجَاَفَ  - 23

He said: ‘So (it will be)’. Your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me, and that We will make . “ 21
.him a Sign (miracle) unto the people and a Mercy from Us, and it is a matter decreed

.” So she conceived him (Jesus) and withdrew with him to a distance place . “ 22

And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm-tree. She said: ‘Would . “ 23
’.” I had died ere this, and had been a thing forgotten

Commentary: verses 21-23

Point

The Divine angel, in the guise of a man, appeared before Mary and blew on her so

that she became pregnant. Then, Mary went to a distant place for she was worried

about the accusation of people who did not know of the matter, or because a

.pregnant woman needs comfort and a quiet environment

The opinions recorded in most commentaries are divided and abundant about the

place and that how Mary became pregnant, or who was the first person that was

informed of the matter, but since the Qur’ān has not stated anything in this
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regard, we, too, do not offer any discussion concerning these subjects, because they

.are not so functional in the development of our understanding

Some of the hardships that Mary tolerated

:Some of the difficulties and hardships that Mary tolerated are as follows

.A. The accusation and suspicion of people

.B. Pregnancy and childbirth in solitude and isolation

.C. The lack of a resting place and taking refuge beside a palm tree

D. Maintaining a child with no father and being among some people who looked at her

.with revulsion

However, when the angel saw Mary’s surprise at hearing that glad tidings, he told her

that Allah’s command was exactly what he had said to her, and that her Lord

announced that creating a child out of a virgin was not difficult for Him. Allah intended

for that extraordinary occurrence to be evidence of the child’s prophethood and a

proof of the immunity of his mother, and that it might also be a bounty from Him upon

:mankind for their guidance by means of this prophet. The verse says

He said: ‘So (it will be)’. Your Lord says: ‘It is easy for Me, and that We will make him a “ 
.Sign (miracle) unto the people and a Mercy from Us, and it is a matter decreed

The creation of Jesus with no father, of course, is a special event that occurred by the

Will of Allah. Finally, at the higest spiritual point Mary experienced the most intense

experience of the divine in her life, to receive the spirit of a prophet in her womb. Mary

conceived and that promised child was settled in her pure womb. Most of the

commentators have said that Gabriel blew into her collar and at the same moment

.she felt the stirrings of pregnancy
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It has also been narrated from Imam Muhammad Baqir (a.s.) that Gabriel blew into

(Mary’s collar and at the same moment Jesus existed in mother’s womb,(1

while, in the wombs of other women, the creation and growth of a child usually

.extends to about nine months

Mary came out with her abdomen grown big and heavy, and when her maternal aunt

saw her, she became quite upset, seeing her niece in that status. Mary was always

bashful and deferential with her maternal aunt, so because of this, and the fear of

being accused of immoral conduct, she chose not to stay among the people and went

.to a far off place

She spent in seclusion relying on hope in her Lord, with a state of anxiety, mixed with

happiness. It was her Lord Who had wrought this great miracle upon her, and only He

could silence the accusing fingers and voices that could not accept that a woman

?could conceive without a man. What could she do with that accusation

But, in the other hand, she felt that this child was the promised Divine prophet, a great

heavenly gift. She thought how the Lord, Who had given her the glad tidings of that

?child, and had created him with that miraculous quality, would leave her alone

Accounts vary concerning the length of Mary’s pregnancy. Some have said that it

lasted one hour, while some others believe that it took a longer time. Ibn ‘Abbās says

that one hour after that she went to that distant place, the child was born, because

Allah has not mentioned any length of time for between Mary’s departure for that

.place and the birth of the child
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It is said that when Mary was ten years old, she became pregnant in one hour, and

the body of the child was formed in that very hour, and in that very hour the child was

.born. The birth of the child occurred when the sun was setting in the horizon

It has also been narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) that Mary’s pregnancy lasted nine

(hours.(1

Whatever the duration of her pregnancy was, the time come for the birth of the child.
Women, in such a state, usually seek the help and refuge of their kindred that they

might help them in the birth of their child. But Mary’s situation was an exceptional one,
she did not want anyone to witness her delivery, and as soon as the pain began, she

:set out toward the desert. The verse says

.” So she conceived him (Jesus) and withdrew with him to a distance place “ 

In this regard the Qur’ān implies that the pain of childbirth drove her to the stump of a
withered palm-tree from which only that trunk had remained; i.e. it was a dry tree.

:The verse says

. …” And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm-tree “ 

In that condition, a storm of sadness and grief came over her pure being. This storm

was so turbulent, and the burden on her shoulder was so heavy, that, as the verse

:says

’.” She said: ‘Would I had died ere this, and had been a thing forgotten “…

It is evident that it was not only the fear of future accusations that was pressing upon

Mary’s heart, there were also other problems such as delivering a child alone in the
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desert with no midwife or friend as a helper. There was no place to rest, nor water to

drink, there was no food to eat, nor any means to take care of the child with what was

available in the environment. These were all the discomforts that Mary had to

.tolerate

Imam Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “The best clothing of the religion is modesty.”
(. (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 2, p. 398

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “Verily modesty and chastity are among the specialties of

Faith, and both of them are the epithets of the noble and the method of the

(righteous.” (Muntakhab-ul-Qurar, p. 159

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “The modesty of a man with himself is the fruit of

(Faith.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 1, p. 386

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) said: “Modesty is from Allah, the Pure, it protects (one ) from the

(punishment of Hell Fire.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 2, p. 143

****
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اًّیرِسَ کِتَحْتَ  کُِّبرَ  لَعَجَ  دْقَ  یِنزَحْتَ  َّلااَ  آهَِتحْتَ  نِم  اهَادَانَفَ  - 24

اًّیِنجَ اًبطَرُ  کِْیلَعَ  طِْقاسَُت  هِلَخَّْنلا  عِذْجِِب  کِْیَلإِ  ِ ي  زّهُوَ - 25

Then (a voice) called out unto her from beneath her: ‘Grieve not! Verily your Lord . “ 24
’.” has made a stream to flow beneath you

And shake the trunk of the palm-tree towards yourself. It will drop on you fresh . “ 25
.” ripe dates

Commentary: verses 24-25

The Qur’ānic word /sariyyā/ means ‘a small stream’; and the term /janiyyā/ is applied

 ’. for ‘a fruit which is ripe and ready to be picked off

Some commentators have said that the caller unto Mary has been Gabriel; but the

context of the verses shows that the caller has been Jesus, in a manner that the

mother hears his words and believes what he says, and, later with a calm mind, she

.tells people to ask about her chastity from the child in the cradle

At the time of delivery and after it, women usually need tranquility, water and

.appropriate food, the things which have been mentioned in these verses

The food which has been recommended in the Qur’ān and by some Islamic tradition

for the woman who has already delivered, is fresh ripe dates. Also, the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.) said

(The first food for the women who have already delivered, should be fresh dates”.(1“
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Hadrat Ali (a.s.) says: “The best food for the pregnant woman is fresh dates, and there

(is no medical treatment for her better than dates”.(1

This is a Divine trial. The day when Mary was sound, a heavenly food was sent down

for her, but today, when she is pregnant and has no assistant, she must shake the

:palm-tree to get some food. However, the verse says

Then (a voice) called out unto her from beneath her: ‘Grieve not! Verily your Lord has “ 
’.” made a stream to flow beneath you

Some commentators have said that the caller has been Jesus Himself (a.s.), who, from

beneath her, called out that she should not be grieved (Grieve not!), and she should

not ask for death. She ought to be sure that Allah would protect her from accusation

and, by the miracles of Jesus (a.s.), He removes all accusations from her. One of those

miracles was that very spring which was found by one step of Gabriel or that of Jesus,
from which she both drunk and expurgated herself. Another miracle of Jesus (a.s.)
was that he called unto her to shake the trunk of the palm-tree, which had been dead

.for years, in order to become green alive again and give her fresh dates

Mary started at once and found that tree. She shook it when some fresh dates fell

:down for her. The verse says

And shake the trunk of the palm-tree towards yourself. It will drop on you fresh ripe “ 
.” dates

It seemed that Allah intended to show her that the similitude of her and Jesus was the

similitude of that palm-tree and the dates; meaning that Allah is powerful to cause the

fresh dates to fall from a dry dead palm-tree, to gash water
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from a plain land, and He is powerful to bring a complete human out of the womb of a
husbandless woman during a few hours. This fact was made quietly manifest to Mary

that that child was the great sign of Allah and also His condescension unto her, but

she was amazed what to say to people so that it could remove the accusation from

’. her. Then, the command of Allah came to her that ‘she should eat and drink

It is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) that the best things which must be given to the

ladies who have already conceived is dates and the dates produced in Medina in

particular, but if it is not available, the fresh dates from other places might be given to

(them, or at least, some ordinary dates.(1

Mary was also commanded to drink the wholesome water of that spring, and to

refresh her eyes by looking at that newborn child. What a refreshment of the eye can

be better than this that Allah grants her a child with the rank of prophethood. A child

who spoke at the beginning time of his birthday, and who had great miracles such as

restoring to life the dead, healing the blind, and the like of them. (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn,
(the Commentary

****
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یِلوقُفَ اًدحَأَ  رِشَبَْلا  نَِم  َّنِیرَتَ  اَّمإِفَ  اًنْیعَ  ِ ي  رّقَوَ یِبرَشْاوَ  یِلکُفَ  - 26

اًّیسِنإِ مَوْیَْلا  ِ-مَ  لّکَُا نْلَفَ  اًموْصَ  نِامَحَّْرلِل  تُرْذََن  ِ-ي  نّإِ

So eat and drink and refresh your eye; and if you meet any mortal, say: ‘Verily I . “ 26
have vowed a fast to the Beneficent (God), so never shall I speak today with any

’.” human being

Commentary: verse 26

Point

Mary’s keeping silence fasting before people was either for that they had not the

capacity of her answer, or speaking with them would result a negative consequence,
or in continuation of their questions and that Mary gave them their answers, they

.might suggest some other questions and new pretexts

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said that fasting was not only an abstinence from eating and

.drinking, and then he recited the verse under discussion

In this holy verse, Allah, the Pure, commands Mary to eat from that delicious and

:nutritive food and to drink from that wholesome water. The verse says

 …” So eat and drink “ 

She was also commanded to refresh her eye by that newly born child and not to be

worried about the future; and if anybody asked her regarding it, she would say by

sign that she had kept fasting (a silence fasting) for Allah, the Beneficent, and that

:was why she could speak with no one. The verse continues saying
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and refresh your eye; and if you meet any mortal, say: ‘Verily I have vowed a fast “ …

’.” to the Beneficent (God), so never shall I speak today with any human being

Therefore, she should have peace of mind from any points of view and should not let

.herself be grievous and sad

From the text of the verse, it is understood that the fast of silence was something

familiar to that community, so they did not object to it however this kind of fasting is
.not sanctioned in the religion of Islam

It is narrated from Imam Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn (a.s.) who said: “A fast of Silence is

.” prohibited

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) has narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said: “The

.” first thing that a woman may eat after her delivery must be fresh dates

Some Islamic traditions denote that the best food for a pregnant woman, and her

.drug, is fresh dates

:Some points

Point

The hardships and inconveniences that Mary experienced during that short time, . 1
and the wonderful things that occurred to her, by the grace of Allah, trained her and

made her prepared for fostering one of the Arch-prophets of Allah, so that she could

.afford her maternal duty in performing this great task very well

The process of events led her up to the last stage of difficulties, which was so exacting

that she did not see the distance between life and death to be more than one step.
But suddenly the state of affairs changed. Everyone hastened to help her, and she

was assured a calm atmosphere. The command to shake the palm-tree to enjoy its

fruit, teaches her, as well as all other human beings, this lesson that effort and
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.endeavour should not be abandoned even in the most difficult moments of life

Why Mary asked for death

This statement is an answer to those who think there should not have been any

necessity for Mary, who had just given birth, to stand up and shake the palm-tree.
This view states that it would have been better if the same Lord, by Whose command

the spring had gushed forth in front of her, and by Whose order the dry tree had

yielded fruit, had sent a breeze to shake the branch of the tree so that the dates

would fall. They say that when Mary was healthy, heavenly fruits were sent to her

sanctuary, and now when she was in dire physical and emotional difficulties, she had

to shake the tree and pick up the fruit herself. The commandment is far from without

wisdom, to recapitulate, it shows that there is no bounty unless we use effort. In other

words, when the difficulties come forth, everybody must apply his utmost effort, and

.that which is beyond his ability, he ought to seek it from Allah

Why Mary hoped for Death . 2

There is no doubt that hoping for death is not a proper thing to do, but sometimes

calamities and terrible events occur in the course of a person’s life when the taste of

life becomes utterly bitter for him, especially when his own honour and sacred aims

are in danger and he does not have the ability to defend them. In such circumstances

.he hopes for death in order to free himself of his spiritual tortures

What was on Mary’s mind from the beginning was that the birth of this child could

make her lose all her respect and honour in the eyes of those mindless people, so she

hoped for death and that she would be forgotten. This itself is a proof of the fact that

she valued chastity and piety more than her very life, and would rather die that live

.without honour
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These kinds of thoughts, however, bothered her only for a short time. When she

contemplated these couple of miracles of Allah, (gashing water and fructification of

the dry palm-tree), all her fears and anxieties, disappeared and the light of certainty

.and tranquility filled her whole heart

:An Answer to a Question

:An Answer to a Question . 3

Some sceptics say if miracles are only particular to prophets and Immaculate Imams,
?how could have those miracles appeared for Mary

To solve this problem, some commentators count these miracles as those wrought by

Jesus, and say that they were done as miracles preliminary to prophethood, which in
/’. Arabic are called: /’irhādāt

But such questions need not be answered with answers such as these, because it is
possible for supernatural events to occur in connection with people other than

prophets and the Immaculate Imams. This is exactly what we call /kirāmat/
‘extraordinary act’, whereas a miracle is accompanied with /tahaddī/ ‘a challenge’ for

.it serves a proof for a prophet or an Imam

The Silence Fasting

:The Fast of Silence . 4

The verses under discussion show that Mary was held to a vow of silence and, by the

command of Allah, she refrained from speaking to the people for a particular duration

until her child, Jesus, began speaking and defended her chastity. This state was more

.appropriate and effective from all respects

The verse indicates that the vow of silence was a familiar habit for those people and

.as such they did not object to it from her

.This kind of fasting, however, is not lawful in the religion of Islam
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It is narrated from Imam Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn (a.s.) that he said: “The fast of silence is
prohibited”.(1) And this prohibition reflects the difference between the conditions

.prevailing at that time and those at the time of the advent of Islam

Nevertheless, one of the etiquettes of a perfect fast in Islam, of course, is that, when

fasting the believer should protect his tongue from committing sins and doing what is
.disapproved and restrain his eyes from looking at any corruption

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition has said: “Verily fasting is not merely to restrain

oneself from eating and drinking alone. Surely Mary said: ‘Verily I have vowed a fast

to the Beneficent (God)’, i.e. the silence. Therefore (when you are in fasting) protect

your tongue, restrain your eyes from whatever is sin, be not envious of each other,
(and do not get into conflict.”(2

A nutritive food

A Nutritive Food . 5

The verses under discussion clearly say that Allah sent fresh dates for Mary’s food at

the time of childbirth. With this in mind, commentators have said that the best food for

.women after their childbirth is fresh dates

This idea has been explicitly indicated as such in the Islamic literature as well. Imam

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) has narrated from the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who

said: “The first thing a woman is to eat after childbirth should be fresh dates, since

Allah told Mary: ‘And shake the trunk of the palm-tree towards yourself. It will drop on

(you fresh ripe dates’.”(3
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The explanation in some commentaries that cite this tradition, implies that eating this

.food is not only useful for the mother, but will also affect her milk

Again, it is understood from some Islamic traditions that the best food for a pregnant

woman, as well as her medicine, is fresh dates,(1) and, if it is not available, ordinary

dates can be used. But, moderation must be observed in everything, even in this

.matter

Some scientists and food specialists say that dates are abundant in nutrition and have

.one of the healthiest sugars which can be used even by some diabetic patients

The same scientists say that there are 13 vital substances and five kinds of vitamins

(found in dates, all of which make it a rich source of food.(2

It is also well known that in such a state, women are intensely in need of some

.nutritive food which are full of vitamins

With the progress of medical science, the importance of dates as a medicine has been

.proved

Calcium is found in dates which is an important substance in strengthening bones and

teeth. There is also phosphorus which is one of the main elements that make up

man’s brain. It hinders neurasthenia and fatigue. Dates contain potassium, the lack of

.which causes ulcers in the stomach

****
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اًّیرِفَ اًئْیشَ  تِْئجِ  دْقََل  مُیَرْمَایَ  اوُلاقَ  هُُلمِحْتَ  اهَمَوْقَ  هِِب  تْتَاَفَ  - 27

اًّیغَِب کُِّمُا  تَْناکَ  امَوَ  ءٍوْسَ  أَرْما  كِوُبأَ  نَاکَ  امَ  نَورُاهَ  تَخُْاایَ  - 28

Then she brought the child to her people, carrying him (in her arms). They said: . “ 27
’.” ‘Verily you have done a very indecent thing

O sister of Aaron! Your father was not a bad man, nor was your mother an . “ 28
.” unchaste woman

Commentary: verses 27-28

Point

’. The Arabic term /fariyyā/ means ‘an indecency, a great sin

!Jesus Speaks in Cradle

At last, Mary brought her child to her people, carrying him in her arms. When those

people saw a new-born- child in her bosom, they wondered so that their mouths

:remained half open. The verse says

Then she brought the child to her people, carrying him (in her arms). They said: “ 
’.” ‘Verily you have done a very indecent thing

Some of them, who were hasty in judgment, said about Mary that it was a pity with

that glorious background and this pollution! And a thousand pities her pure family who

became so disgraced like that. Then, as the verse says, they encountered her as

:follows

’.” They said: ‘Verily you have done a very indecent thing “… 

:Some others, addressing Mary, told her

O sister of Aaron! Your father was not a bad man, nor was your mother an unchaste “ 
.” woman
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They addressed Mary by the phrase ‘O sister of Aaron’, because Aaron was a pure

and pious man, and he was so well known among the Children of Israel for his piety

that whenever they wanted to show how pious and righteous a person was, they

.would address the one as a brother or sister of Aaron

:Some Verses and Traditions about Calumny

Allah, the Almighty, says: “ And whoever commits a fault or a sin, then accuses an

(innocent person of it, he has burdened (himself) with a calumny and a manifest sin.”(1

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “ When a believer accuses his brethren, faith will dissolve way

(from his heart like salt is dissolved in water.”(2

Imam Ali (a.s.) said: “(The sin of) calumny charged against the pious is heavier than the

(skies.”(3

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Calumny against the pious is heavier than firm, (steady)
(mountains.”(4

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “A (true) believer does not deceive his brethren, is

not treacherous to him, does not abase him, does not denigrate him, and does not tell

(him he hates him.”(5

Imam Ridā (a.s.) narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: “He who belies a

believing man or a believing woman, or says something about him which is not in him,
on the Day of Judgment Allah will make him stand on a heap of Fire until he comes out

(of what he had said against him.”(6
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اًّیِبصَ دِهْمَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نمَ  ِ-مُ  لّکَُن فَْیکَ  اوُلاقَ  هِْیَلإِ  تْرَاشَاَفَ  - 29

اًّیِبَن یِنلَعَجَوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  یَِناتَاءَ  هَِّللا  دُْبعَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ لَاقَ  - 30

Then Mary pointed to him. They said: ‘How shall we speak to one who is (yet) a . “ 29
?’ ” child in the cradle

He (miraculously) said: ‘Verily I am a servant of Allah; He has given me the Book . “ 30
’.” and made me a prophet

Commentary: verses 29-30

Since Mary had observed a silence fasting, in order to fulfill her vow, she signed

:instead of speaking. The verse says

Then Mary pointed to him. They said: ‘How shall we speak to one who is (yet) a child “ 
?’ ” in the cradle

The first word of Jesus (a.s.) was about servitude unto Allah, but his followers

.exaggerated and considered Jesus as God or God’s son

Once Imam Baqir (a.s.) was asked whether Hadrat Jesus (a.s.) was also the witness of

Allah when Jesus was in cradle. Imam (a.s.) said Jesus (a.s.) was a prophet then, but

he was not a Messenger until when he was seven years old. It was in that year that

(the rank of Messengership was bestowed on him. (Tafsīr-i-Kanz-ud-Daghāyegh

By a short sentence, Jesus (a.s.) both banished the accusation from his mother, and

spoke about his own future, and pointed to the future duty of people. The verse in this

:regard says

p: 232

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5790 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


He (miraculously) said: ‘Verily I am a servant of Allah; He has given me the Book and “ 
’.” made me a prophet

However, the Qur’ān in the first verse says that Mary was silent to obey the command

of Allah. The only thing she did was that she pointed to her new-born-child, Jesus,
when her action caused the people’s astonishment more than before. They told her:

?” “How shall we speak to one who is (yet) a child in the cradle

According to some other commentary books, they said to each other that the

mockery and ridicule of Mary was harder and heavier to them than her deviation from

.the path of chastity

But this situation did not last so long, because that new-born-child started speaking,
and said: “Verily I am a servant of Allah; He has given me the Book and made me a

.” prophet

****
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هِاکََّزلاوَ هِلاََّصلاِب  یِناصَوْأَوَ  تُنکُ  امَ  نَْیأَ  اًکرَابَُم  یِنلَعَجَوَ  - 31

اًّیحَ تُْمدُامَ 

اًّیقِشَ اًراَّبجَ  یِنْلعَجْیَ  مَْلوَ  یِتدَِلاوَِب  اًرَّبوَ  - 32

And He has made me blessed wherever I may be and He has enjoined on me . “ 31
.” prayer and almsgiving so long as I live

And (He has made me) kind to my mother, and He has not made me arrogant . “ 32
.” unblessed

Commentary: verses 31-32

Point

The existence of Jesus (a.s.) was a blessed thing in which there were a lot of interests,
education of others, and its continuation. Hadrat Jesus (a.s.) both lives a long blessed

life which lasts until after the reappearance of Imam Mahdī (a.s.), and his followers

.are abundant and are victorious against the infidels

The origin of good things and blessings are mainly intentions, aims, and innate modes

and virtues. Therefore, some people are blessed wherever they may be, as the verse,
:concerning Jesus, says

…” And He has made me blessed wherever I may be “ 

But, some others, because of their spiritual difficulties and their separation from

spirituality, are faced with their own evil qualities, and usually they are not useful for

.others wherever they may be
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By mentioning the word ‘mother’, Jesus (a.s.) has pointed to the chastity of his

:mother, Mary, and his lack of father, when he says

, …” And (He has made me) kind to my mother “ 

Also, the Qur’ān, from the tongue of Jesus, in this verse implies that Allah has made

him a blessed being, or a useful being for people, wherever he may be, and He has

enjoined him to prayer and almsgiving so long as he is alive. The verse, in this regard,
:continues saying

.” and He has enjoined on me prayer and almsgiving so long as I live “ …

And, by the next verse, Jesus after implaying that Allah made him kind, benevolent,
and appreciative unto his mother, adds that He did not make him arrogant and

;damned. The verse continues saying

.” and He has not made me arrogant unblessed “ …

An Islamic tradition indicates that Jesus (a.s.) has said: “My heart is mild and I humble

myself to my self.” This statement is an indication to this fact that the opposite state of

.‘being arrogant and unblessed’ is these two epithets

:A few traditions about Prayer, Almsgiving, and kindness to Parents

:A. Prayer

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Islam has been founded on five things: prayer, almsgiving, . 1
(Hajj, fasting and the mastership (of Ahl-ul-Bayt).” (Bihār, vol. 82, p. 234

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said: “The most beloved things with Allah are prayer . 2
.” at its time, then kindness to parents, then Holy Struggle in the way of Allah

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol.7, tradition No.18897)
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The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The one who takes his prayer lightly is not of . 3
me. No, by Allah, such a person will not reach me by the Houd, the pool of abundance.”

((Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol.82, p. 224

:B. Almsgiving

It is narrated from Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) who said: “The pillars of Islam are three, . 1
none of which is useful without the other two. They are: Prayer, almsgiving, and the

(guardianship (of the Ahl-ul-Bayt).” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 68, p.386

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Cure your patients by means of charity . 2
(.” (sadaghah), and protect your property by the alms tax (Zakāt

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “One who restrains paying as much as a Qīrat (about 2 . 3
grams) of the (obligatory) alms tax (Zakāt), will die as a Jew or a Christian.” (Wasā’il-

(ush-Shī‘ah, p. 186

Imam Mūsa-ibn-Ja‘far (a.s.) said: “Verily the Alms tax has been assigned as a . 4
provision for the poor and as a means for the increase of their wealth.” (Wasā’il-ush-

(Shī‘ah, vol. 6 p. 4

However, communication with Allah (prayer) is not separate from communication with

(. the deprived (almsgiving

:C. Kindness to the Parents

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The best deeds are: prayer in its time, kindness to parents, . 1
(and Holy Struggle in the way of Allah.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 74, p. 85

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “One who obeys the command of Allah . 2
regarding parents, two doors of the Paradise will be opened for him; and if he obeys

(the command of Allah regarding) one of them, then one
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(door will be opened (to him).” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 16, p. 467

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition has said: “He who obeys his parents and His . 3
Lord, will be in the highest position (of Heaven in Hereafter).” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 6,

(p. 468

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The person who pleases his parents, has . 4
pleased Allah; and the one who discontents his parents, has discontented Allah.”

((Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 16, p. 470

The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) said: “The person who likes his lifetime to be . 5
prolonged and his sustenance to be increased, then he should be kind to his parents

(and visit his kin.” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummāl, vol. 16, p. 475

****
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اًّیحَ ثُعَْبُا  مَوْیَوَ  تُوُمأَ  مَوْیَوَ  ُّتدِلوُ  مَوْیَ  َّیلَعَ  مُلاََّسلاوَ  - 33

And peace be on me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall be . “ 33
.” raised alive

Commentary: verse 33

The most horrible days of a man are three days

:Then, finally, from the tongue of this newborn Child (Hadrat Messiah) the verse says

And peace be on me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day I shall be “ 
.” raised alive

This statement has occurred both about Yahya (John) (1) (a.s.) and about Jesus Christ

.(. (a.s

Hadrat Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: “The most horrible days of a man are three days: the

birth day, the day of death, and the Day of Hereafter.” (‘Uyūn ’Akhbār-ir-Ridā, vol. 1, p.
(257

****
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نَورُتَمْیَ هِیِف  يذَِّلا    ِ قّحَْلا لَوْقَ  مَیَرْمَ  نُْبا  یسَیعِ  کَِلذَ  - 34

نُوکُیَفَ نکُ  هَُل  لُوقُیَ  امََّنإِفَ  اًرْمأَ  یضَقَ  اذَإِ  هَُناحَْبسُ  دٍَلوَ  نِم  ذَخَِّتیَ  نأَ  هَِّلِل  نَاکَ  امَ  - 35

.” This is Jesus, son of Mary, a statement of truth, concerning which they doubt . “ 34

It is not befitting to Allah that He should beget a son. Glory be to Him! When He . “ 35
.” decrees a thing, He only says unto it: ‘Be’, and it is

Commentary: verses 34-35

Point

Formerly the Qur’ān illustrated clearly the event of the birth of Jesus through

previous verses. Now, it refers to the negation of the superstitions and the

:polytheistic words that they have said about Jesus (a.s.). It says

, …” This is Jesus, son of Mary “ 

The Qur’ān emphasizes on the fact that Jesus is the son of Mary, in order to negate

:his being as the son of God, and then, it adds

.” a statement of truth, concerning which they doubt “… 

****

:Then, in the next verse, it explicitly says

! …” It is not befitting to Allah that He should beget a son. Glory be to Him “ 

But, if He intends something and commands, He says to it ‘Be’ and it will come into

:being, too. The verse continues saying
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.” When He decrees a thing, He only says unto it: ‘Be’, and it is “ … 

This statement indicates that having son for Allah, in the form that the Christians

imagine it unto Him, does not fit the sanctity of the Rank of Allah. On one side, its

requisite is the existence of body, and on the other side, there should be considered a
.limitation for Him, and on the third side, Allah does not need anything

The expression saying “‘Be’ and it is” is a very lively illustration unto the vast power of

.Allah and His domination and sovereignty over the subject of creation

****

:Explanations

Jesus Christ (a.s.) has been introduced through the afore mentioned verses by seven

.outstanding epithets and two accomplishments

:A. The epithets of Jesus Christ

.” To be a servant of Allah: “Verily am a servant of Allah . 1

.” To bring a heavenly Book: “…He has given me the Book . 2

.” To be a prophet: “…and made me a prophet . 3

.” To be blessed: “And He has made me blessed . 4

.” To be kind unto the mother: “And (He has made me) kind to my mother . 5

.” Not to be arrogant and unblessed: “He not made me arrogant and unblessed . 6

.” To be humble, gratitude, and prosperous: “And peace be on me . 7

:B. Two accomplishments
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One of them is prayer and the other is almsgiving (zakāt). The above mentioned verse

”. says that the truth about Jesus is just what Allah said: “This is Jesus, son of Mary

In the holy Qur’ān, the Christians have been repeatedly mentioned as deviated whose

belief about Christ, as the son of God, is wrong. For example, in Sura Al-Mā’idah, No. 5,
verse 73, it says: “certainly they disbelieve who say: ‘Verily Allah is the third of the

three’, …” And, in Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 30, it says: “ …and the Christians say:
‘The Messiah is the son of God’ …”. But, this verse, shows the correct argument in

.response to these erroneous claims regarding the characteristics of Jesus

There is no need to say that the Will of Allah comes into being, even without the

expression of ‘Be’, but Allah has described His Will for us in this manner so that we

.could understand it

Allah is Omnipotent, and He is not in need of anything or any means in creating, His

infinite Power is a reason why He is far exalted from powerlessness and from

.begetting a son

:The Qur’ān and the Christ

As a result of the stiff pressure that the pagans of Mecca put upon the followers of the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), a group of Muslims, accompanied by Ja‘far-ibn-Abītālib, by

the order of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), migrated to Ethiopia (Abyssinia). The pagans of the

Quraysh thought that if the Muslims could become powerful there and form a

government, they would be able to root out the idolatry that the polytheists practiced.
They sent ’Amru‘ās and with a delegation to Ethiopia bearing presents for the

.ministers of Najāshī, the king of Abyssinia
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Those ministers took the presents from them to put Najāshī to motion against the

emigrant Muslims. But Najāshī decided to personally summon the Muslims and

hearken to their sayings. Ja‘far, who was the representative of the Muslims, began

speaking at the presence of the king of Ethiopia. He said his words about the

wrongdoings of idolatry, superstitions and transgressions of the Age of Ignorance. He

informed Najāshī of the advent of Islam and luminosity of the religion of Hadrat

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.). Ja‘far spoke so influentially that Najāshī wept and sent the

pagans’ presents back to them. He said: “The Lord, Who gave me power, did not take

?” bribery from me. Why should I take bribery from you

That meeting ended with the benefit of Muslims and the loss of infidels. After this

defeat, ‘Amru‘ās contemplated and, on the following day, offered the king a new

suggestion. In order to excite the religious zeal of Najāshī, he told him that Muslims

had some notions which were against his belief. Najāshī summoned Muslims once

more and asked them their belief about Messiah (a.s.). In answer to him, Ja‘far Tayyar

recited some verses of the Qur’ān from Sura Maryam up to the verse which says: “
.”. This is Jesus, son of Mary, a statement of truth, concerning which they doubt

By hearing the verses of the Qur’ān, Najāshī shed tears and said: “This is the truth”.
After this second defeat, when ‘Amru‘ās wanted to start another new effort, Najāshī

(raised his hand and gave him a sharp slap in his face.(1

****
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مٌیقِتَسُّْم طٌارَصِ  اذَهَ  هُودُُبعْافَ  مْکُُّبرَوَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ هََّللا  َّنإِوَ  - 36

And verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship (only) Him. This is a straight . “ 36
.” path

Commentary: verse 36

The persistence of Messiah (a.s.) on Monotheism, and his emphasis that the straight

path is only this one, is an answer to the adherents of trinity as well as others. (A
similar text to the abovementioned holy verse has also occurred in Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān,

(. No. 3, verse 51, and Sura Az-Zukhruf, No. 43, verse 64

Through introducing himself, Jesus (a.s.) said he was a servant of Allah: “…Verily I am

.(servant of Allah …”(1

Then, the first command he received was about prayer and worship: 1“…and He has

enjoined on me prayer…” (2), and the first program he announced was worshipping

Allah: “… So worship (only) Him…”. Thus taking Jesus as a Son of God is an alteration in
.religion which causes blasphemy

However, this verse implies that the last word of Jesus, after introducing himself with

the qualities which were previously referred to, is the subject of Monotheism,
specially on the field of worship, on which he emphasized more. By this verse, Jesus

:(a.s.) says

And verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so worship (only) Him. This is a straight “ 
.” path

p: 243

Sura Maryam, No.19, verse 30 - 1
Sura Maryam, No. 19, verse 31 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5801 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_243_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_243_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Thus, from very beginning of his life, Messiah (a.s.) struggled against any blasphemy,
and worshipping gods of dualism and polytheism, because monotheism, and

worshipping Allah, is the straight path, while the rest paths are some deviated paths.
(In the Qur’ān, the path of Allah and His Messenger, accompanied with worshipping

’.( Him, has been introduced as the ‘straight path

****

p: 244

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5802 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مٍیظِعَ مٍوْیَ  دِهَشَّْم  نِم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّل  لٌْیوَفَ لِّ- مْهِِنْیَب  نِم  بُازَحْلاَا  فَلَتَخْافَ  - 37

مَوْیَْلا نَومُِلاَّظلا  نِکَِل  انََنوُتأْیَ  مَوْیَ  رْصِْبأَوَ  مْهِِب  عْمِسْأَ  - 38

نٍیِبُّم لٍلاَضَ  یِف 

Then the sects did differ among themselves; and woe to those who disbelieved . “ 37
.” because of presence on the great day

How well they will hear and see on the day they come to Us! But the unjust (even) . “ 38
.” this day are in manifest straying

Commentary: verses 37-38

The Christians differed about the Christ

A party’ is a group of people working with together and who have some particular‘
.goals and position which are usually united

The Arabic word /mašhad/ means either the site of the attendance of people, or the

place of bearing witness, because, on the Day of Judgment both people attend there,
.and a lot of witnesses from angels and prophets will testify upon the deeds of man

Some people believed in Jesus as God, like the group of Ya‘qhūbiyyah; some others

said that he was son of God, like the group of Nastūriyyah, while some other people

.believed in trinity, like Israīlliyyah

But, on the Day of Resurrection, all of these groups will testify to the falsehood of their

(beliefs. (Tafsīr-i-’Atyāb-ul-Bayān
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Despite all the emphasis Jesus placed upon the subject of monotheism and the

,worship of the One God, yet, after him

some groups among his followers differed and expressed different ideas about the

:Messiah. Referring to this the verse says

Then the sects did differ among themselves; and woe to those who disbelieved “ 
.” because of presence on the great day

The history of Christianity is also good evidence proving that after the Christ, they

differed greatly about him and about the subject of monotheism. Some of them said:
“He is God who has come down on earth and has brought a group of people to life and

.” has caused others to die, then He ascended to heaven

Others said: “He is the son of God”, while others said: “He is one of the three persons:
.” the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost

Yet others said: “He is the third of the three. God is the object of worship, Jesus is also

.” an object of worship, and his mother also is an object of worship

.Finally, some his followers said that he was the servant of Allah and His Messenger

Since deviation from the principle of Monotheism is counted as the greatest deviation

.of the Christians, at the end of the verse they are severely warned

****

In the next verse, the Qur’ān describes their state when they are present at the

:gathering-place of resurrection. It says

! …” How well they will hear and see on the day they come to Us “ 
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But, now that they are in this life, these cruel people are in a manifest aberration busy

:with their transgression. The verse continues saying

.” But the unjust (even) this day are in manifest straying “…

In principal, the observation of that court in Hereafter and the effects of the deeds,
remove the sleep of negligence from the eyes and the ears so that the blind-hearted

ones will become aware and wise. But, what a pity! This awareness will be of no avail

.to them

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی مْهُوَ لاَ  هٍلَْفغَ  یِف  مْهُوَ  رُْملاَا  یَضُِق  ذْإِ  هِرَسْحَْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهُرْذِنأَوَ  - 39

نَوعُجَرُْی انَْیَلإِوَ  اهَْیلَعَ  نْمَوَ  ضَرْلاَا  ثُرَِن  نُحَْن  اَّنإِ  - 40

And ware them of the Day of Regret, when the matter shall have been decreed . “ 39
.” while they are (now) in negligence and they do not believe

Verily We inherit the earth and all that are upon it and unto Us they shall be . “ 40
.” returned

Commentary: verses 39-40

The gate of all misfortunes is negligence: negligence from the Lord, negligence from

Hereafter, negligence from sins, negligence from plots, negligence from the poor and

the deprived, negligence from the history and its courses, and negligence from

.adolescence, abilities, talents and preparednesses of development

One of the names of Hereafter is ‘the Day of Regret’, regret for the missed

opportunities and for the lost capitals. Death of a man in the state of negligence and

.faithlessness, is a source of regret

Therefore, this verse addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and commands him to warn the

pagans of Mecca from the Day when the sinners will regret why they had not done

some more good deeds. This Day is the Day of Resurrection. Some commentators say

.that in that Day only those who deserve punishment will regret
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In Sahīh-i-Muslim there has been narrated by Abū-Sa‘īd-i-Khidrī that the Prophet of

Islam said: “When the people of Heaven will enter Paradise and the people of Hell will

enter the Hell Fire, all of them will be called and, thus, their attentions will be

attracted. Then, the death will be shown to them and they will be told: ‘Do you know

death?’ They will say: ‘This is the death’, while they all know it. Then, the death will be

perished and the people of Paradise will be said to that there will be no death and they

are eternal; and the people of Hell will also be said to that there will be no death and

’.” they are eternal. This is the meaning of ‘And warn them of the Day of Regret

The believers in Imamate have narrated this tradition from Imam Baqir (a.s.) and

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who had added at its end that: “The people of Paradise will become

so happy that if there were death there, all of them would die because of

(inconvenience.” (The commentary of As-Sāfī, Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Al-Burhān

:The verse continues saying

 …” when the matter shall have been decreed “ …

On that Day, the affairs will become one-sided. A group of people go into Paradise

.while another group will be sent into Hell

Some commentators say that it means that the life of this world has ended and no

one will come back to this world to recompense the events of the last; and on that

.Day all people will be treated justly

.” while they are (now) in negligence and they do not believe “… 

.In this world, people are busy with some vain affairs and often forget the Hereafter

****
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In the next verse, Allah says that He will take up the inhabitants of the earth from the

earth and He will inherit the earth and those who are on it, because there will remain

no one on the earth to claim ownership or to be able interfere in it. The return of them

:all, after death, shall be to Him and none will govern them but Allah. The verse says

Verily We inherit the earth and all that are upon it and unto Us they shall be “ 
.” returned

****
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Section 3:Abraham Preaches Unity of Allah

Point

Abraham preaches Unity of Allah and exhorts his people to abstain from idol-worship

اًقی  ِ دّصِ نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ  - 41

اًّیِبَّن

.” And mention Abraham in the Book; verily he was a truthful man, a prophet . “ 41

Commentary: verse 41

The Arabic term /siddīq/ is applied for both the person who verifies the truth very

much, and the person whose all words and deeds are based upon truthfulness. Such a
.person acts according to what he says, and speaks according to what he acts

This holy verse uncovers a part of the life of the hero of Monotheism, Abraham the

Friend of God, and emphasizes that the invitation of this great prophet, as that of

.other Divine prophets, has begun from the point of Monotheism

The verse implies that Abraham should be mentioned in this Book, the Qur’ān,
because he was a man of truth and an attester of the Divine teachings and

:commandments. He was a prophet of Allah, too. The verse says

.” And mention Abraham in the Book; verily he was a truthful man, a prophet “ 

In fact, this meaning is the most evident epithet of the godly prophets and the

bringers of the Divine revelations that they do convey the command of Allah to the

.servants of God completely
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اًئْیشَ کَنعَ  یِنْغُی  لاَوَ  رُصِْبُی  لاَوَ  عُمَسْیَ  امَ لاَ  دُُبْعتَ  مَِل  تَِبأَ  آیَ  هِیِبلأَ  لَاقَ  ذْإِ  - 42

When he said to his father: ‘O my father! Why do you worship that which neither . “ 42
?” hears nor sees, nor does avail you in aught

Commentary: verse 42

Point

When Abraham was preaching as a prophet, his father had died, and the man whom

has been introduced in the Qur’ān as his father was his guardian, his uncle ’Āzar, or

(. his mother’s husband. (Al-Mīzān, the Commentary

Some Islamic traditions also denote that Abraham’s father was a monotheist, and the

objective meaning of the Qur’ānic word /’ab/, here, is his uncle. In Arabic language the

term /’ab/ has a vast meaning. It is also applied for the teacher, the trainee, and even

.for the father-in-law

There is also a tradition narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said: “ I and

(. Ali are the fathers of this Ummah (Muslim community

Then, the verse points to the debate of Abraham and his father, ’Āzar. (Father here is
:referred to the uncle). It says

When he said to his father: ‘O my father! Why do you worship that which neither “ 
?” hears nor sees, nor does avail you in aught

This short and expressive statement is one of the best evidences of the negation of

polytheism and idolatry. One of the man’s motives alongside knowing Allah is the

motive of benefit and loss. Abraham says to ’Āzar why he relies on a
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.deity which neither removes a difficulty from him, nor it is able to hear and see

:Explanations

The disputations of Abraham and his uncle are worthy of mentioning and . 1
…” magnifying. “When he said

…( In ‘forbidding of wrong’, you should begin from your own kin. (…O my father . 2

There is no age limitation for forbidding of wrong. (A son can forbid the grand . 3
members of the family from doing evils, but he must observe their respect and

.( protect it

Perfection of persons does not always relate to their age. Sometimes it happens . 4
.that the child of a family understand the facts better than the elders of that family

In forbidding of wrong, it is better to begin from the creedal indecencies. . 5
(. (Unfortunately we are often busy in the ethical and social vices

The path of truth should not be sacrificed for affections. Relationship ought not to . 6
.hinder the act of forbidding of wrong

****
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اًّیوِسَ اًطارَصِ  كَدِهْأَ  یِنْعِبَّتافَ  کَِتأْیَ  مَْل  امَ  مِْلعِْلا  نَِم  یِنءَآجَ  دْقَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ تَِبأَ  آیَ  - 43

اًّیصِعَ نِمحَّْرلِل  نَاکَ  نَاطَْیَّشلا  َّنإِ  نَاطَْیَّشلا  دُِبْعتَ  تَِبأَ لاَ  آیَ  - 44

O’ my father! There has come unto me of knowledge which has not come unto . “ 43
.” you, so follow me, I will guide you on a right path

O’ my father! Serve not Satan. Verily Satan is disobedient unto the Beneficent . “ 44
(.” (Allah

Commentary: verses 43-44

After that, Abraham (a.s.) invites ’Āzar, with a clear logic in order that he follows him

:(a.s.) in that matter. He (a.s.) says

!O my father “ 

There has come unto me of knowledge which has not come unto you, so follow me, I
.” will guide you on a right path

That is, I have got a lot of knowledge by means of revelation, and I can say with

certainty that I will not go on a wrong way, so I will never invite you unto a wrong way.
I desire your felicity and your happiness, then accept my invitation to become

.prosperous, and, by paving this straight path, to reach the ideal destination

****

Then, in the next verse, Abraham combines this positive aspect with the negative

aspect, and the consequences that the opposition with this invitation produces, and

:says
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!O’ my father “ 

(.” Serve not Satan. Verily Satan is disobedient unto the Beneficent (Allah

The objective meaning of “Serve not Satan” is the same as obeying and following

.Satan which causes man to become its servant and slave

Of course, it is evident that the purpose of service, here, is not a service in the sense

of prostration, prayer, and fasting performed for Satan, but it is in the sense of

.obeying and following the command of Satan which itself is counted a kind of service

The meaning of ‘worship, or service’ is so vast that it encompasses even the listening

to the sayings of a person with the intention of acting accordingly, and also putting the

.rule of a person to order, is counted a kind of worshipping him

:It has been narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said

He who listens to a speaker (willingly), he has worshipped him. Then, if the speaker“
speaks from the side of Allah, the one has worshipped Allah, and if the speaker

(speaks from the side of Iblis, the one has worshipped Iblis.”(1

However, Abraham wants to teach this fact to his father (uncle) that no one can live

without having a path, a policy. It may be either the path of Allah and the straight way,
or the path of Satan, the disobedient, the astray. In this course, man should think

correctly, take a decision for himself, and, far from bigotries and blindly followings,
.choose his good and benefit

****

p: 255

Safīnat-ul-Bihār, vol. 2, p. 115 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5813 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_255_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


اًّیِلوَ نِاطَْیَّشلِل  نَوکُتَفَ  نِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم  بٌاذَعَ  کََّسمَیَ  نأَ  فُاخَأَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ تَِبأَ  آیَ  - 45

O my father! I fear lest a chastisement afflict you from the Beneficent (Allah) so . “ 45
.” that you become a friend to Satan

Commentary: verse 45

Through this holy verses once more Abraham attracts the attention of ’Āzar to the evil

:sequels of polytheism and idolatry, when he says

O my father! I fear lest a chastisement afflict you from the Beneficent (Allah) so that “ 
.” you become a friend to Satan

The statement of Abraham, here, before his uncle, ’Āzar, is very attractive. On one

side, he frequently addresses him with the phrase: ‘O my father’ which is a sign of

respect and courtesy. On the other side, the holy phrase ‘I fear lest a chastisement

afflict you …’ indicates that Abraham is worried that any disquiet reaches ’Āzar. And

on the third side, the phrase ‘a chastisement afflict you from the Beneficent (Allah)’
points to this matter that due to his polytheism and idolatry, ’Āzar’s state has reached

a point that Allah, whose general compassion has encompassed everybody, becomes

angry with him and punishes him. ’Āzar has to note what a horrible thing he does! And,
on the fourth said, his deed is an action of which is to go under the shade of the

.friendship of Satan

****
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:Note

Allah (s.w.t.) says: “And as for those who belie Our Signs, chastisement shall afflict . 1
(them for what they were transgressing.” (Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 49

Allah, the Exalted, says: “…and We seized those who were unjust with a dreadful . 2
punishment for the transgressions they used to commit.” (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse

(165

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever causes the most grievous torture . 3
for people in this life, he will have the most grievous punishment with Allah on the Day

(of Hereafter.” (Nahj-ul-Fasāhah, p. 59; Kanz-ul-’Ummāl, vol.3, p. 500

****
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اًّیِلمَ یِنرْجُهْاوَ  کََّنمَجُرْلاَ  هِتَنتَ  مَّْل  نِئَل  مُیهِارَْبإِ  آیَ  یِتهَِلاءَ  نْعَ  تَنأَ  بٌغِارَأَ  لَاقَ  - 46

He said: ‘Do you dislike my gods O’ Abraham? If you do not desist, I will certainly . “ 46
’. ” stone you. Be gone from me for a long time

Commentary: verse 46

In the former verses, the logical words of Abraham (a.s.) alongside the guidance of

’Āzar which were mixed with a particular compassion and kindness, were referred to.
Now, the turn is for the answers of ’Āzar to those words, so that, by comparing them

.both, the fact may become manifest

The Qur’ān implies that, not only the sympathetic and helpful statements of Abraham

did not affect on ’Āzar’s heart, but also, by hearing them, he became very angry and

.said to Abraham whether he hated his gods

He said: ‘Do you dislike my gods O Abraham? If you do not desist, I will certainly “ 
’. ” stone you. Be gone from me for a long time

It is interesting that, firstly, ’Āzar was not even willing to hear the denial upon the

idols, or to utter any opposition and ill-speaking against them, but he only said: “Do

you dislike my gods?” lest the idols be aspersed. Secondly, when ’Āzar wanted to

threaten Abraham, he threatened him to stoning, and he emphasized on his action by

the word ‘certainly’; and we know that stoning is one of the worst kind of slaying.
Thirdly, he did not suffice to this conditioned threat, but, at the same time, he

considered Abraham as an unbearable being when he
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told him ‘Be gone from me for a long time’. This is a very aspersive meaning that

.sometimes some angry persons use against their opponents

The Arabic term /maliyyā/ is derived from /’imlā’/ in the sense of ‘to respite a long

’. time

****
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اًّیفِحَ یِب  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  ِ-ي  بّرَ کََل  رُفِْغتَسْاَسَ  کَْیلَعَ  مٌلاَسَ  لَاقَ  - 47

He said: ‘Peace be upon you: I will ask my Lord to forgive you: for verily He is ever . “ 47
’.” affectionate to me

Commentary: verse 47

The word /haqq/ is applied for the person who regards the complete goodness and

benevolence unto another person;(1) and sometimes it is used in the sense of ‘a
’. scholar

In these verses, the spiritual conditions of a believer and those of a disbeliever are

.clearly seen in their disputes

Abraham speaks affectionately, while his uncle speaks roughly. Abraham addresses . 1
his uncle four times with the phrase “O my father!” but his idolatrous uncle, even once,

’. did not call him ‘O my son

Abraham (a.s.) speaks reasonably, while ’Āzar speaks without reasonless. Abraham . 2
says: “Why do you worship that which neither hears nor sees…?”,(2) but ’Āzar says

(“my gods”(3

.Abraham (a.s.) speaks sympathetically, but ’Āzar answers with threat . 3

Abraham (a.s.) greets his uncle, but ’Āzar orders him to get distance with him by . 4
(saying: “Be gone from me for a long time.”(4
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But, like all other divine prophets and leaders, Abraham controlled his nervousness

:and, in spite of ’Āzar’s intensive harshness, he, with utmost magnanimity, said

: …” He said: ‘Peace be upon you “ 

This salutation may be for farewell, by which and together with some other words,
.Abraham left ’Āzar; or it may be a salutation which is said for the end of disputation

:Then Abraham added

’.” I will ask my Lord to forgive you: for verily He is ever affectionate to me “… 

Abraham (a.s.) asked forgiveness for his idolatrous uncle for the sake that he

probabled that ’Āzar would be guided, but, as soon as he became disappointed from

.his uncle’s guidance, he repudiated him

****
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اًّیقِشَ ِ-ي  بّرَ ءِآعَدُِب  نَوکُأَ  َّلآاَ  یسَعَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ اوعُدْأَوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْتَ  امَوَ  مْکُُلزِتَعْأَوَ  - 48

And I will withdraw from you and what you call on besides Allah, and I will call . “ 48
.” upon my Lord: may be I shall not remain unblessed in calling upon my Lord

Commentary: verse 48

Point

:In this holy verse, Allah, the Exalted, states the words of Abraham (a.s.) as follows

And I will withdraw from you and what you call on besides Allah, and I will call upon“
.” my Lord: may be I shall not remain unblessed in calling upon my Lord

This verse, in one side, indicates the courtesy of Abraham unto his uncle, ’Āzar, that

when he said: “Be gone from me”, Abraham accepted; and, on the other side, it

defines his conclusiveness in his belief. Abraham impliedly says that his separation

from him (’Āzar) is not for the reason that he has renounced his firm belief in

.Monotheism, but it is for the lack of preparation in ’Āzar unto accepting the truth

However, Abraham announces that if he calls upon his Lord, He answers him, but how

miserable they are that they call upon some more miserable ones than themselves

.who never answer their prayer, nor they even hear them

:Explanations

Those young people who live among some deluded families, should follow the line of

:Abraham
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.” Invitation together with courtesy: “O my father . 1

”. Sympathy accompanied with logic: “Why do you worship . 2

Warning followed by prayer: “I fear… I will seek forgiveness for you”. Greeting . 3
together with seeking forgiveness: “Peace be upon you. I will ask my Lord to forgive

…”. you …”. And, at the end, separation: “I will withdraw from you

Among the last stages of ‘forbidding from doing evils’ there is breaking a . 4
 …”. communication: “And I will withdraw from you

.If we are not able to change the defective environment, at least, we must leave it

One of the fundamental principals of the godly schools is repudiation from infidels, . 5
since repudiation is before mastership. At first, we must separate from infidelity, false

.deity, and corruption, then we may join the truth

****
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اًّیِبَن انَْلعَجَ  لاکُوَ  بَوقُْعیَوَ  قَاحَسْإِ  هَُل  انَْبهَوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  نَودُُبْعیَ  امَوَ  مْهَُلزَتَعْا  اَّملَفَ  - 49

So when he withdrew from them and what they worshipped besides Allah, We . “ 49
.” bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob and each (of them) We made a prophet

Commentary: verse 49

Point

A godly action performed by a grandfather may bring the bounty of Allah for a

.generation

Abraham (a.s.) kept his word and persisted fully on his own promise with resistance.
He was always the caller of Monotheism even though all the members of the heretic

society of that time raised against him, but, finally, he did not remain alone. A great

many people became his followers during all centuries so that all the theists of the

world are proud of him. The Qur’ān implies when he withdrew from all the things they

worshipped other than Allah, the Lord bestowed on him Isaac and after Isaac his son

:Jacob, each of whom were made a great prophet by Allah. The verse says

So when he withdrew from them and what they worshipped besides Allah, We “ 
.” bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob and each (of them) We made a prophet

This great bounty was the fruit of that resistance which Abraham showed from

.himself in the way of struggling against idols and withdrawing from that false creed
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:The Feature of Abraham

Abraham desisted from stars, moon, and sun, and won Allah’s favour. He said: “…I do

not like the setting ones.”(1) He (a.s.) left his deviated uncle and, consequently,
(became the father of all people: “…the faith of your father Abraham;…”(2

His uncle was in ill terms with him by saying: “Be gone from me for a long time”(3), but

Allah favoured him because Abraham said: “… for verily He is ever affectionate to

(me.”(4

Abraham withdrew from them for the sake of Allah and said: “I will withdraw from

you”(5), then he became famous in the world: “…and assigned unto them a high and

(true renown”.(6

He run away from the temple of idols and he became the builder of the House of

Monotheism: “And (remember) when Abraham and Ishmael raised up the foundations

of the House; …”(7). He sacrificed his life in the path of Allah, and, as a result of it, the

fire became safe and sound for him: “We said: ‘O fire be a comfort and peace to

Abraham”(8). He prepared his son to be devouted as a sacrifice: “…he threw him down

upon his forehead”(9), and Allah ransomed him with a great sacrifice which later

.became obligatory in that place
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Abraham lived childless until nearly the end of his life but he was content with it, so

.prophethood was assigned in his progeny

He built the Ka‘bah in the most deserted place, but it became the most attractive

.places all over the earth

He was all alone in the desert when he called out, then there arrived answers from

(throughout the world: “And proclaim among men the Pilgrimage.”(1

He left out his thirsty little child there by the command of Allah, then the water of

.Zamzam gushed and flowed for ever

He greeted before the threat of his idolatrous uncle: “He said: ‘Peace be upon you,
(…”.(2

(Then Allah sent greeting to him when He said: “Peace be on Abraham”(3

Abraham was a single person, but today all the heavenly schools relate themselves to

Abraham, in a manner that some pagans, the Jews, and the Christians say that

.Abraham belongs to them

The people of his time were his enemy, while Allah chose him as His friend. The

(Qur’ān says: “And Allah took Abraham as a Friend.”(4
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اًّیِلعَ قٍدْصِ  نَاسَِل  مْهَُل  انَْلعَجَوَ  انَِتمَحَّْر  نِم  مْهَُل  انَْبهَوَوَ  - 50

And We bestowed of Our Mercy on them, and assigned unto them a high and true . “ 50
.” renown

Commentary: verse 50

A righteous child is the reward of the godly efforts of the parents, and more important

.than that is the child’s spiritual rank

When Abraham (a.s.) withdrew from those arrogant idol worshippers and went

toward the Holy Land, Allah bestowed on him Isaac as his son, and Jacoob as his

grandson, and He comforted him from the pain and of separation of his relatives by

.bestowing children on him and ornamenting them with the rank of prophethood

Besides children and prophethood, Allah also bestowed on him some other bounties

and caused them to be honoured among people so that their good names were

mentioned respectfully by all people. The adherents of all religions love Abraham and

his progeny so that they pray for them and consider them the followers of their own

.religion

Some commentators say that the meaning of ‘high renown’ about them is that

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and his community continue mentioning their good name until

(the Day of Resurrection. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān

The application of /lisān/ in such contexts means a remembrance of a person

mentioned among people; and when it is added with the term /sidq/ it means ‘a good

remembrance and fame among people’; and when it is added with the term /‘aliyan/,
which means ‘high, outstanding’, their concept is that
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a very good thought and remembrance of a person remains among people. The verse

:says

And We bestowed of Our Mercy on them, and assigned unto them a high and true “ 
.” renown

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) in a tradition says: “A good renown for a person which

Allah assigns for him among people is better than the (abundant) wealth which he

(consumes and devises”(1

In principle, apart from the spiritual aspects, sometimes, good fame among people

can work as a great capital for a person and his children, the examples of which have

.been seen frequently in the society

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “When Allah loves a servant, He may inspire

(uprightness in him.”(2

****
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Section 4:References to the other prominent Apostles of Allah

Point

Moses, Aaron, Ishmael and Idrīs referred to as truthful selected apostles, praised for

.their faithful services

اًّیِبَّن لاًوسُرَ  نَاکَوَ  اًصلَخُْم  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  یسَوُم  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ  - 51

And mention Moses in the Book; for verily he was one purified, and he was an . “ 51
.” apostle, a prophet

Commentary: verse 51

Point

This verse and the next couple of verses have a short explanation about Moses (a.s.),
a progeny from the descent of Abraham. At first, the Qur’ān addresses the Prophet of

:Islam (p.b.u.h.) and says

; …” And mention Moses in the Book “ 

Then the Qur’ān continues numerating five Divine merits given to this great prophet,
:Moses, in these holy verses. The abovementioned verse says

.” for verily he was one purified, and he was an apostle, a prophet “ …

:Explanations

The Arabic term /muxlis/ is applied for the person who works sincerely for Allah only,
but it is possible that Satan influences in him and drags him toward polytheism. There

are many persons who are sincere at the time of agony, but after
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relief they tend to infidelity. But the Qur’ānic word /muxlas/ refers to those chosen

persons in whom Satan cannot penetrate: “Except Your chosen servants among

(them.”(1

As Kashshāf Commentary cites, /muxlis/ is a person who works for Allah, and /muxlas/
is a person whom Allah has made sincere and has chosen him for Himself, and nothing

.may affect him but Allah

Moses being chosen is recited in some other verses of the Qur’ān. For example, Allah

(s.w.t.) says: “and I have chosen you, …”(2); and somewhere else He says: “And I have

(chosen you for Myself.”(3

Moses (a.s.) was both a Messenger and a prophet: “…he was an apostle, a prophet”. A
prophet hears the sound of the angel but he does not see the angel, while a

(Messenger, besides hearing the sound of the angel, sees him.(4

****
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اًّیجَِن هُانَْبَّرقَوَ  نِمَْیلاَا  رِوُّطلا  بِِناجَ  نِم  هُانَْیدَاَنوَ  - 52

اًّیِبَن نَورُاهَ  هُاخَأَ  آنَِتمَحَّْر  نِم  هَُل  انَْبهَوَوَ  - 53

And We called him from the right side of (the Mount) Sinai and made him draw . “ 52
.” nigh (unto Us) for a converse in secret

.” And We granted unto him, out of Our Mercy, his brother Aaron a prophet . “ 53

Commentary: verses 52-53

Point

There is a mountain by the name of ‘Tūr’ in Syria. Some ones have said it is located

between Egypt and Madyan.(1) Allah called Moses from the right side of the mountain.
That is, when he was coming from Madyan and saw a fire in the tree, Allah called him

and said: “…O Moses! Verily I am Allah, the Lord of the worlds.”(2) Then Allah made

.him nigh to Himself and spoke with him

Ibn-i-‘Abbās says: “Allah made him a near-stationed one and spoke with him.” The

purpose of this ‘nearness’ is that He caused His word to reach him. In other words,
Allah promoted his rank and gave him glory. It is like a servant who approaches his

master and sits with him. Thus, the objective meaning of nearness, here, is respect

and glorification, not in the sense that he has become nigh to Allah from the point of

distance and place, because Allah has no place so that a person

p: 271

.Kashef-ul-’Asrār, the commentary - 1
Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 30 - 2

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5829 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_271_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_271_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


approaches that place or gets distance from it, or another person becomes nearer to

:that place. The verse says

And We called him from the right side of (the Mount) Sinai and made him draw nigh “ 
.” (unto Us) for a converse in secret

****

However, Moses (a.s.) prayed to Allah, saying: “And give me an aider from my

(family.”(1

Then Allah accepted his prayer and bestowed on him gracefully his brother Aaron and

:gave him the rank of prophethood to be an aid for his brother. The verse says

.” And We granted unto him, out of Our Mercy, his brother Aaron a prophet “ 

:Explanations

The debate and communication of Moses with Allah has been referred to in the . 1
Qur’ān both by the sense of ‘speaking’, where it says: “…and Allah spoke directly unto

Moses a (peculiar) speech.”(2), and by the sense of ‘calling’, used in the

abovementioned verse: “And We called him…”, and by the sense of ‘a secret

’converse

.Step by step, Allah makes prophets nigh to Himself by His Grace and affection . 2

Allah has whispered some matters secretly with the prophets. Therefore, the rank . 3
of nearness of ‘a secret converse’ is the highest rank. That is why Amir-ul-Mu’mineen

Ali (a.s.) says: “When the people of Heaven are enjoying the (bounties of) the Heaven,
the people of Allah are
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(busy with Allah (and are prattling to Him).” (Atyab-ul-Bayān, the commentary

The Arabic word /najiyy/ is used in the sense of its subjective case which means ‘the . 4
person who whispers secretly with another one’. Here, at first Allah called Moses from

a long distance, and when he came near, He began whispering with him. (It is evident

that Allah has neither, tongue nor a place, but He creates waves in the atmosphere

and speaks with a mortal such as Moses). However, the call of Allah was an

endowment unto Moses (a.s.), and His speaking with him was another bounty, which

.was counted the greatest honour for Moses and the sweetest moment in his life

The difference between a Messenger and a prophet

:The Difference between a Messenger and a Prophet . 5

A ‘Messenger’ originally means a person on whom has been given a mission and a

message to convey; while a ‘prophet’ is a person who is aware of Divine revelation

.and informs of it

But, in view of the Qur’ānic meanings, and according to what the Islamic traditions

indicate, some commentators believe that ‘a Messenger’ is the person who has been

given a religion and is commissioned to convey it; i.e., he receives the revelation of

Allah and conveys it to people; while a prophet receives the divine revelation but his

duty is not to convey it. That revelation is only for performing his own duty, or if he is
.asked of it, he answers it

In other words a prophet is like a skilful physician who is waiting in his office for the

patients to receive them. He does not go after the patients, but if a patient refers to

.him, he does treat him
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But, a Messenger is like an itinerant physician who travels here and there. Amir-ul-
Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said about the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) that he was a roaming

(physician(1

That is, he used to go to every place (to cities, villages, mountains, plains, and deserts)
in order to find the sick and treat them. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was as a spring who

.sought for the thirsty ones

At the end, for more research, please refer to Usūl-i-Kāfī, by the Late Kulaynī,
(. (section: the difference between the prophets and Messengers

****
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اًّیِبَّن لاًوسُرَ  نَاکَوَ  دِعْوَْلا  قَدِاصَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  لَیعِامسْإِ  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ  - 54

اًّیضِرْمَ ِ-هِ  بّرَ دَنعِ  نَاکَوَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  هُلَهْأَ  رُُمأْیَ  نَاکَوَ  - 55

And mention ’Ismā‘īl in the Book, verily he was (ever) true to (his) promise, and he . “ 54
.” was an apostle, a prophet

And he used to enjoin on his family prayer and almsgiving, and he was well . “ 55
pleased in the sight

.” of his Lord

Commentary: verses 54-55

The appellation Ism’īl, mentioned in this holy verse, refers either to Abraham’s son, or

another prophet from the prophets of the Children of Israel, by the name of Isma’īl-
:ibn-Hizqīl (Ishmael the son of Ezekiel). The verse says

And mention Ismail in the Book, verily he was (ever) true to (his) promise, and he was “ 
.” an apostle, a prophet

It has been narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who says: “He (Isma’il) used to invite

people to Monotheism. His people stood against him so hard that they scalped him out

of his head and face. Allah made him optional for their punishment or forgiveness.
.Isma’il also left their affair to Allah whether He would punish them or forgive them

(Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the Commentary)

All prophets were loyal in promise, but the appearance of this quality had been more

.manifest in Isma’īl

Being true to promise is a Divine attribute. The Qur’ān says: “Verily Allah
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.never fails (His) promise”(1), because breach of promise is a sign of hypocrisy

Some Islamic traditions indicate that there are three signs for hypocrite: abuse of

(confidence, falsehood in speech, and breach in promise.(2

****

The second verse implies that, at last, Ismail enjoined his family, or his people, to

perform prayer, almsgiving, night prayer, charity and fast, so that Allah was well

pleased of his manner, because he did nothing but obeying Allah and never

:committed any vice. The verse says

And he used to enjoin on his family prayer and almsgiving, and he was well pleased “ 
.” in the sight of his Lord

Some commentators have said that the term /mardiyy/, used in this verse, means:
‘righteous, pious, and worthy’. It was for the sake of these very qualities that he

gained a great honour with Allah, since the rank of Divine pleasure had been the

.greatest desire and goal of the prophets

Some Islamic traditions denote that when the people of Paradise settle in Paradise,
there comes a call saying: “Do you want anything else?” They will say: “Our Lord, we

(wish Your pleasure!’ (The commentary of ’Atyab-ul-Bayān

****
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اًّیِبَّن اًقی   ِ دّصِ نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  سَیرِدْإِ  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ  - 56

اًّیِلعَ اًناکَمَ  هُانَْعفَرَوَ  - 57

.” And mention Idrīs in the Book; verily he was a truthful one, a prophet . “ 56

.” And We raised him to a lofty station . “ 57

Commentary: verses 56-57

In the first holy verse of the abovementioned couple of verses, the holy Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.) is addressed, saying

.” And mention Idrīs in the Book; verily he was a truthful one, a prophet “ 

The Qur’ānic term /siddīq/ is used in the sense of ‘a very truthful person who verifies

’. the revelations of Allah and who is submitted to the truth

:Then, in the second verse, Allah, referring to Idrīs’ high rank, says

.” And We raised him to a lofty station “ 

The purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase: ‘a lofty station’ is either a high spiritual rank, or

the process of ascent to the heavens, because Allah took four prophets to the

(heavens: Idrīs, Jesus, Khidr, and Elias (Elija). (The Commentary of Atyab-ul-Bayān

However, the Qur’ānic arrangement of the words ‘a truthful one, a prophet’ in the

verse, where the term ‘a truthful one’ has been preceeded to ‘a prophet’, denotes

’. that ‘truthfulness’ is a sign of ‘prophethood
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.(: The Feature of Idrīs (a.s

Hadrat Idrīs (a.s.) is one of the ancestors of Hadrat Noah (a.s.). He was named Idrīs, in
Arabic, for the reason that he had been very busy with study(1), or for the sake that he

had been the first person who wrote with pen.(2) His holy appellation, Idrīs, has been

mentioned in the Qur’ān twice, and he has been glorified by the qualities of: /siddīq/
(. (truthful), /sābir/ (patient), and /nabiyy/ (prophet

An Islamic tradition indicates that the house of ’Idrīs was in Sahlah Mosque, around

(Najaf in Iraq.(3

The first person who knew astronomy and arithmetic was Idrīs,(4) and he was the first

(one who taught tailoring to men.(5

Idrīs lived for 365 years, and then he was taken to heavens. He is alive now, and will

(appear at the time of the reappearance of Hadrat Mahdī (a.s.).(6

By the way, upon the descent of Jesus (a.s.) to the earth at the time of the

reappearance of Hadrat Mahdī (a.s.) and Messiah’s keeping up prayer behind Hadrat

Mahdī, there are recorded many traditions in the books of traditions by written the

Sunnite and the Shi‘ite, including: Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah, p. 422, Tathkirat-ul-Khawās,
p.377, Sahīb-i-Muslim, vol. 1, p. 63, published in Egypt, 1348Ah, the book: Miftāh-i-Kunūz-
us-Sunnah, by Bukhārī, Muslim; Nisā’ī; Ahmad; Ibn-i-Mājeh; Abī-Dāwood; Altiyālisī;

and the book: Al-Mahdī ‘Inda-Ahlis-Sunnah; and Mutakhab-ul-Athar Fī-Imam-uth-
.Thānī-‘Ashar

****
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مَدَاءَ هَِّی   ِ رّذُ نِم  نَی  -ِ یِّبَّنلا نَِم  مهِْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  مَعَْنأَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوُْا  - 58

اًّیکُِبوَ اًدَّجسُ  اوُّرخَ  نِمَحَّْرلا  تُایَاءَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُت  اذَإِ  انَْیبَتَجْاوَ  انَْیدَهَ  نَّْمِموَ  لَیِئآرَسْإِِو  مَیهِارَْبإِ  هَِّی   ِ رّذُ نِموَ  حٍوُن  عَمَ  انَْلمَحَ  نَّْمِموَ 

Those were some of the prophets on whom Allah showed favour of the seed of . “ 58
Adam, and of those We carried (in the Ark) with Noah, and of the seed of Abraham

and Israel, and of those We guided and chose. When the revelations of the Beneficent

.” (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell down prostrating and weeping

Commentary: verses 58

Through the previous verse, the names of ten prophets were pointed out: Zakariyyā

(Zechariah), Yahyā (John); ‘Īsā (Jesus); ’Ibrāhīm (Abraham); Ishāq (Isaac); Jacob;

Moses; Aaron; Ishmael; ’Idrīs (Enoch). Now, in this holy verse, the Qur’ān, referring to

:them, says

Those were some of the prophets on whom Allah showed favour of the seed of “ 
 …” Adam

This group of prophets are the same ones whose way we ask in our prayers ten times

everyday from Allah to pave, not the way of those inflicted with the wrath of Allah and

astray, when we say: “Guide us (O’ Lord) on the Straight Path”, “The path of those

upon whom You have bestowed Your bounties, nor (the path) of those inflicted with

.” Your wrath, nor (of those) gone astray
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The purpose of the phrase ‘the seed of Adam’ is Idrīs (Enoch); and the purpose of the

phrase: ‘of those We carried (in the Ark) with Noah’ is Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm (Abraham) (a.s.)
who is Noah’s grandson, and the purpose of the phrase ‘of the seed of Abraham’ is
Isaac, Ishmael and Jacob; and the purpose of the progeny of ‘Israel’ is Moses, Aaron,

:Zechariah, John, and Jesus (a.s.).(1) The verse continues saying

Adam, and of those We carried (in the Ark) with Noah, and of the seed of Abraham “…

. …” and Israel, and of those We guided and chose

Some Islamic traditions indicate that, at the time of the recitation of the Qur’ān,
(believers ought to be in the state of grief and cry, or treat as if they are crying.(2

:The holy verse continues saying

When the revelations of the Beneficent (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell “ … 
.” down prostrating and weeping

This part of the verse means that from among those Allah guided and chose, there

are some ones that when they hear the recitation of the revelations of Allah they fell

down prostrating and weeping. Of course, the best referent of a concept of the divine

chosen ones, who had long prostrations accompanied with tears, were the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) and his Immaculate Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.). There are some evidences for

their abundant weeping in prostrations at the time of supplications in the month of

Ramadān and in ‘Arafah. It has been narrated from Hadrat Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn who

(said: “We are the objective-meaning of this verse.”(3
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Yes, with all greatness and glory they had, they used to prostrate and weep for the

remembrance of Allah, but the negligent and haughty people, with all pollutions they

.have, refrain from weeping

****
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اًّیغَ نَوْقَْلیَ  فَوْسَفَ  تِاوَهََّشلا  اوعُبََّتاوَ  هَلاََّصلا  اوعُاضَأَ  فٌْلخَ  مْهِدِْعَب  نِم  فَلَخَفَ  - 59

هََّنجَْلا نَوُلخُدْیَ  کَِئَلوْاُفَ  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَاءَو  بَاتَ  نمَ  َّلاإِ  - 60

اًئْیشَ نَومُلَظُْی  لاَوَ 

Then there succeeded them a later generation who ruined prayers and followed . “ 59
.” lusts. Soon, then, they shall meet perdition

Except him who repents, and believes, and does a righteous deed, then these . “ 60
.” shall enter Paradise, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly in any way

Commentary: verses 59-60

It sometimes happens that the offsprings and descendants of a person waste the

efforts and endeavours of their ancestors and, thus, there may appear a wicked

.generation from some people who themselves had been good doers

The Arabic term /xalaf/ is used for a righteous child, while the term /xalf/ is applied for

.an impious child

The Qur’ānic word /qayy/, used at the end of the first abovementioned verse, means

‘destruction, perdition and error’ and it is an antonym to the Arabic word /rušd/ which

:means: ‘rectitude, growth, and development’. The verse says

Then there succeeded them a later generation who ruined prayers and followed “ 
.” lusts. Soon, then, they shall meet perdition
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This sentence, in this holy verse, may refer to a group of the Children of Israel who

paved the path of aberration. They forsook the Lord, preferred lusts to the

remembrance of God and prayer, made mischief in the world, and, finally, they faced

the fruit of their evil deeds in this life and they will be punished in the coming world,
.too

However, wasting prayer is different from not establishing it or forsaking it. He who

keeps up prayer, but without observing its conditions, or with delay, has wasted the

(prayer and has belittled it.(1

Why the Qur’ān, among all Divine services, emphasizes on prayer here? Its reason

may be the fact that prayer is a barrier between man and sins. When this barrier is
removed, it certainly results to man’s being drowned in the lusts. In other words, as

the divine prophets began their ranks to be promoted by the remembrance of Allah,
and when the Divine revelations were recited to them they fell down prostrating and

weeping, the aberration of these impious people began by forsaking the

.remembrance of Allah

By the way, there is a tradition also recorded in many books of the scholars of the

Sunnite which denotes: when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) recited the first verse of the

abovementioned couple of verses, he said: “After sixty years, there will come on the

scene some people who recite the Qur’ān pompously but it (their recitation) will not

ascend higher than their shoulders.” (Since it is done neither sincerely nor for

contemplation and reflection in action, but it is done hypocritically and affectedly, or

there are satisfied with its
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mere verbal utterances and, therefore, their deeds do not ascend to the rank of

(proximity of Allah.)(1

It is worthy of attention that if we count sixty years from the migration of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), it will exactly adapt to the time when Yazīd took the rein of government and

Imam Hussayn (a.s.) and his companions drank the drink of martyrdom. After that, the

rest of the course of Ummayyads and the course of Abbasides came forth who had

been contented with Islam by a bare name and with the Qur’ān by a mere verbal

.utterance

.We refuge to Allah (s.w.t.) that we may be among such an impious group

****

However, since the manner of the Qur’ān, everywhere is that it let the path of return

to Faith and the truth be open, here, too, after the statement of the fate of the

:impious generations, through verse 60, it says

Except him who repents, and believes, and does a righteous deed, then these shall “ 
.” enter Paradise, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly in any way

Thus, it is not such that if a person goes astray in the lusts for a day, he must be

disappointed forever from the mercy of Allah, but, until the last moments of the life in
.this world, he may return and repent

:Repentance and the Qur’ān

Next to the verses of punishment the Qur’ān often mentions the phrase: “Except

:those who repent” or the phrase
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Except him who repents” in order to say that the gate of penitence and reform is not“
.closed to any one

Repentance is a necessary duty, because it is a divine commandment. Sura At- . 1
”. Tahrīm, No. 66, verse 8 says: “…Turn to Allah

The acceptance of repentance is really certain, because it cannot be believed that . 2
we repent by His commandment, but He does not accept it. Sura Ash-Shurā, No. 42,

…” verse 25 says: “And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants

Allah (s.w.t.) not only accepts repentance but also likes those who repent very much. . 3
The Qur’ān in Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 222 says: “…Verily Allah loves those who

(, …”. turn much (to Him

Repentance should be followed with good actions and amends of sins. Sura Al- . 4
 …” Furqān, No. 25, verse 71 says: “And whoever repents and does righteously

Repentance is the secret of felicity. Sura An-Nūr, No. 24, verse 31 says: “…and turn to . 5
”. Allah all of you, O’ believers! so that you may be successful

Repentance causes the rain to fall. Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 52 says: “…turn to Him, . 6
 …” He will send on you clouds pouring down abundance of rain

Repentance causes a good sustenance. Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 3 says: “…Then turn . 7
…” to Him; He will provide you with a goodly provision

Delaying repentance until seeing the signs of death, is not accepted. Besides . 8
accepting repentance, Allah has also a special grace. In these verses, close to the

subject of repentance, the Qur’ān has referred to the grace, mercy and love of Allah,
too. Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 90 says: “…Turn to Him; surely my Lord is Merciful, Loving-

.” kind
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The Qur’ān has counted the absence of repentance an injustice. Sura Al-Hujurāt, . 9
.”. No. 49, verse 11 says: “…and whoever does not repent, these it is that are the unjust

However, the condition of felicity, and entering into heaven, is repentance, Faith, . 10
.and righteous deeds

The abovementioned verse says: “…him who repents, and believes, and does a

righteous deed, then these shall enter Paradise, and they shall not be dealt with

.” unjustly in any way

****
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اًّیِتأْمَ هُدُعْوَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  بِْیغَْلاِب  هُدَابَعِ  نُمحَّْرلا  دَعَوَ  یِتَّلا  نٍدْعَ  تِاَّنجَ  - 61

اًّیشِعَوَ هًرَکُْب  اهَیِف  مْهُُقزْرِ  مْهَُلوَ  اًملاَسَ  َّلاإِ  اًوْغَل  اهَیِف  نَوعُمَسْیَ  َّلا  - 62

اًّیقِتَ نَاکَ  نمَ  اَندِابَعِ  نِْم  ثُرِوُن  یِتَّلا  هَُّنجَْلا  کَْلِت  - 63

Gardens of Eternity that the Beneficent (Allah) has promised to His servants in the . “ 61
.” Unseen; verily His promise shall come to pass

There they shall hear no idle talk, but only ‘Peace’. Therein they shall have their . “ 62
.” sustenance (every) morning and evening

This is the Garden (Paradise) which We shall cause those of Our servants to . “ 63
.” inherit who are pious

Commentary: verses 61-63

Through the preceding verse the word /jannat/ (garden, Paradise) was used in its

singular form: “…These shall enter Paradise…”, while in this verse the plural form of

the term, /jannāt/, is used: “Gardens of Eternity…”. This shows that the garden of the

people of Heaven is a collection of numerous gardens. This sense may be for the sake

that every one of the people of Heaven has four gardens. This matter has been

pointed out in Sura Ar-Rahmān, No. 55, verses 46 and 62, where the Qur’ān says: “And

for him who fears (to stand before) his Lord are two gardens”, “And besides these two

are two (other) gardens”. These gardens, with together, are four gardens, the latter

couple of which are either nearer, or have a lower level than the former couple; or

because of the
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(different ranks of the people of Heaven the kind of gardens are different.(1

The Qur’ān has repeatedly referred to the fulfillment of Allah’s promise, and among

(them, it has said: “…And who is more faithful to his promise than Allah?”(2

****

The phrase upon Paradise, saying that there is no idle talk therein, refers both to our

life today that we should avoid idle talks, and to the fact that there will be therein

nothing of the idle talks of disbelievers and the vain speech by which they used to hurt

.the believers in the world

In the Qur’ānic phrase which says: “…which We shall cause those of Our servants to

inherit who are pious”, the Qur’ān points to both piety, which is the key of Paradise,
and contains the sense of ‘inheritance’ which hints to a wealth and bounty gained with

no pain and trouble. It is true that piety is the key of Paradise, but those plenty of

rewards are the inheritance of Allah unto us for our deeds. In fact, our rewards are

.some heritage which we gain from the side of Allah without any pain

There is an Islamic tradition which says: every person has a proper place both in

Paradise and Hell. If the person enters Paradise, his place in Hell will be inherited by

same Hellish people. And if he enters Hell, his place in Paradise will be inherited by the

(people of Paradise.(3

In this holy verse, the Qur’ān describes Heaven and its bounties. At first, it qualifies

the promised Paradise where there are some eternal gardens which Allah has

promised to
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His servants. They have not seen them, but they believe in them. In other words, the

purpose of ‘in the Unseen’ is that neither any eyes have seen that Paradise nor any

.ears have heard of its description

:The verse says

Gardens of Eternity that the Beneficent (Allah) has promised to His servants in the “ 
.” Unseen; verily His promise shall come to pass

:After that, the Qur’ān has pointed to one of the greatest bounties in Heaven. It says

, …” There they shall hear no idle talk “ 

In Heaven, they hear neither any falsehood, nor any abuse, slander, sarcasm, and

any ridicule, nor even a vain word; and there is no statement there, but “peace”, a

greeting which is the sign of a secure place. It is a gathering place full of sincerity,
:purity, piety, peace and calmness. The holy verse continues saying

’. …” but only ‘Peace “…

And, next to mentioning this bounty, the Qur’ān points to another bounty, when it

:says

.” Therein they shall have their sustenance (every) morning and evening “…

An Islamic tradition indicates that a person went to Imam Sādiq (a.s.) and complained

of his stomachache. The Imam (a.s.) advised him to eat food two times a day: morning

and evening, and to avoid eating food between them, which might cause the body to

become rotten. Then he (a.s.) recited this verse: “They shall have their sustenance

((every) morning and evening.”(1

****
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After a description about Paradise and its material and spiritual bounties, the Qur’ān,
:in a short sentence, introduce the people of Paradise. It says

This is the Garden (Paradise) which We shall cause those of Our servants to inherit “ 
.” who are pious

’. Thus, the key of the door of Paradise, with all those bounties, is nothing but ‘piety

****
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اًّیسَِن کَُّبرَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ  کَِلذَ  نَْیَب  امَوَ  انَفَْلخَ  امَوَ  انَیدِْیأَ  نَْیَب  امَ  هَُل  ِ-كَ  بّرَ رِْماَِب  َّلاإِ  لَُّزنَتََن  امَوَ  - 64

And we (angels) do not descend but by the command of your Lord; to Him belongs . “ 64
whatever is before us and whatever is behind us and whatever is between these

.” (two)! And your Lord is not forgetful

:Occasions of Revelation

Upon the preceding verse, a group of commentators have said that the descent of the

revelations of Allah was discontinued for a few days, Gabriel, the harbinger of divine

revelation, did not come to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). After this period, when Gabriel came

to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) he asked him why he delayed and he (the Prophet) was

anxious to see him. Gabriel said: “I am more anxious (to see you), but I am a

commissioned servant. When I am commanded to come, I come; and when I am not

(commanded, I restrain (to come).”(1

Commentary: verse 64

For these verses, of course, there is a particular occasion of revelation, which was

referred to in the above, but this matter does not hinder that there be a logical

connection and relation between them and the former verses. This is an emphasis on
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the fact that whatever verses Gabriel has brought are utterly from the side of Allah

.and nothing is said from himself

:The first verse, from the tongue of the harbinger of revelation, says

; …” And we (angels) do not descend but by the command of your Lord “ 

:Every thing belongs to Him and we (angels) are some servants all submitted, because

to Him belongs whatever is before us and whatever is behind us and whatever is “… 
(! …” between these (two

In short, the future and the past and present, here and there and everywhere, this

world and Hereafter and the intermediate world all belong to the Pure Essence of

.Allah

And, you should also do know that your Lord has not been, and is not, forgetful. The

:verse says

.” And your Lord is not forgetful “…

****
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هِِتدَابَعِِل رِْبطَصْاوَ  هُدُْبعْافَ  امَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  ُّبرَ  - 65

اًّیمِسَ هَُل  مُلَْعتَ  لْهَ 

The Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them; so . “ 65
worship Him (alone), and be steadfast in His worship! Do you know any one equal to

?” Him

Commentary: verse 65

This Qur’ānic phrase which says whether you know any one equal to Him, means

whether you know any god, except Allah, who can be the Lord, the creator, the

sustainer, the life giver, the one who causes to die, and is able to give retribution and

reward, so that you worship him. If you do not know any one except Him, then

.worship Him, and do not abandon His adoration

This interrogation is in the sense of negation, i.e., you do not know any one who can

.be called Allah

:The verse says

The Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them; so worship “ 
?” Him (alone), and be steadfast in His worship! Do you know any one equal to Him

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.), in a tradition Upon the meaning of this phrase, said:
(“None has been named by the appellation of Allah”. (1

However, there have been recorded several meanings for the Arabic term /samiyy/,
’. including: ‘partner’, ‘similar’, ‘namesake’, and ‘offspring
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The existence of the term /rabbika/ (your Lord) in the previous verse, and the term

/rabb-us-samāwāt-i-wal-’ard/ (the Lord of the heavens and the earth) in this verse is
an indication to the Unity of administrationship in running the life of man with the

.whole universal being

****
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Section 5:The Resurrection Certain

Point

Every one will be resurrected for the Day of Judgment – To raise the dead again to

life, not difficult for Allah Who created every thing from nothing – The reward for the

Faithful

اًّیحَ جُرَخُْا  فَوْسََل  ُّتِم  امَ  اذَءِأَ  نُاسَنلإِا  لُوقُیَوَ  - 66

اًئْیشَ کُیَ  مَْلوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  هُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنأَ  نُاسَنلإِا  رُکُذْیَ  لاَوَأَ  - 67

?’ ” And man says: ‘When I am dead shall I be raised up alive . “ 66

?” Does not man remember that We created him before, when he was nothing . “ 67

Occasions of Revelation: verse 66

According to the attitude of a group of commentators, the first holy verse mentioned

in the above has been revealed concerning ’Ubay-ibn-i-Khalaf, or Walīd-ibn-i-
Muqayrah, who had taken a piece of a rotten bone in the hand, crashing it with the

hand, they scattered it in the wind so that every particle of it spread in a corner, and

they said: “Look at Muhammad! He thinks that, after dying and decaying our bones,
!” like this bone, Allah will restore us to life again. Never such thing is possible

Then, these verses were revealed and gave them a sever answer, an answer which is
.helpful and instructive for all human beings in all centuries and ages
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Commentary: verses 66-67

Through former holy verses, a considerable discussion was mentioned upon

Resurrection, Paradise, and Hell. The verses under discussion refer to the same

.matter, too

:In the first holy verse, the words of the hostile rejectors are restated as follows

?’ ” And man says: ‘When I am dead shall I be raised up alive “ 

This interrogation, of course, is a positive interrogation with a negative sense, which

’. means: ‘such thing will never be possible

****

Immediately after that, the Qur’ān, with the same tone and meaning, answers this

question, saying that whether man does not remember this fact that Allah created

.him before, and he was nothing at all

:The verse says

?” Does not man remember that We created him before, when he was nothing “ 

The application of the word ‘man’, here, may point to this meaning that a person, with

natural talent and intellect, should not remain silent in front of such a question. He

himself ought to answer it by remembering the first creation, otherwise he has not

.utilized the reality of his own humanness

These holy verses, similar to many other verses related to Resurrection, emphasize

on resurrection of the body. Else, if it were assigned that only spirit to remain and the

return of body to new life were not propounded, neither that question would have any

.room, nor this answer

Once Imam Sādiq (a.s.) was asked about the meaning of “… We created him before,
when he was nothing”, and he
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answered: “It means that neither in the stage of predestination nor in the stage of

creation he was anything.” Then he (a.s.) was asked about the meaning of /lamyakun

šay’an maŏkūrā/ (when he was a thing not worth mentioning),(1) and Imam (a.s.) said:
(“That is, it was predestinated, but there was not any name of it in the course.”(2

.Thus, these two verses speak about a couple of stages before the creation of man

Another tradition narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) indicates that upon the

commentary of ‘before’, he said: “There was no word about him either in the book or

(in the knowledge.”(3

****
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اًّیِثجِ مََّنهَجَ  لَوْحَ  مْهَُّنرَضِحُْنَل  َّمُث  نَیطِایََّشلاوَ  مْهَُّنرَشُحْنََل  ِ-كَ  بّرَوَفَ - 68

اًّیِتعِ نِمَحَّْرلا  یلَعَ  ُّدشَأَ  مْهُُّیأَ  هٍعَیشِ    ِ لّکُ نِم  َّنعَزِننََل  َّمُث  - 69

اًّیِلصِ اهَِب  یَلوْأَ  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلاِب  مُلَعْأَ  نُحْنََل  َّمُث  - 70

So by your Lord, We shall surely muster them, and the Satans (with them), then . “ 68
.” We shall cause them to be present round Hell on their knees

Then shall We pick out from every group whichever of them was more intensely . “ 69
(.” rebellious against the Beneficent (Allah

.” Again We do know best those who deserve most to be burnt therein . “ 70

Commentary: verses 68-70

In the first holy verse, the Qur’ān, with a very sharp tone, threatens the deniers of

:Resurrection and faithless sinners, when it says

(, …” So by your Lord, We shall surely muster them, and the Satans (with them “ 

In many occurrences of the Qur’ān, Allah has sworn to His creatures, but, for the

.Resurrection, He has sworn to His Holy Essence

:Then, in this very verse the Qur’ān continues saying

.” then We shall cause them to be present round Hell on their knees “… 

This verse denotes that the court of faithless persons and that of the sinners are nigh

.to Hell
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The Arabic term /jiθiyyā/ (regarding the fact that /jiθiyy/ is the plural form of /jāθī/
which means a person who has sat on his knees) may refer to their weakness,
disability, disgrace, and despicableness. As if they have not ability to stand on their

feet. This term, of course, has some other meanings, too. Among them is that some

commentators have rendered the term /jiθiyy/ into people ‘in crowds’, and some

others have meant it into ‘masses’, and to be ‘heaped up’, like some soil and stones.
.But the first meaning is more fitting and more famous

****

Since in that court of justice priorities are regarded, by the next verse the Qur’ān

:implies that the most rebellious ones will be picked out first. The verse says

Then shall We pick out from every group whichever of them was more intensely “ 
(.” rebellious against the Beneficent (Allah

The same impudent ones, that even forgot the merits of the Beneficent Allah, began

rebelling and acting rudely before their Benefactor. Yes, such people are the most

.deserved ones to the Fire of Hell

****

:This meaning has been emphasize on again in the next holy verse, where it says

.” Again We do know best those who deserve most to be burnt therein “ 

The Qur’ān indicates that Allah (s.w.t.) will pick out them properly and no mistake may

.happen in this picking out

The Qur’ānic word /siliyy/ means both ‘to lighten a fire’, and ‘the thing which is burnt

’. by means of fire

****
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اًّیضِْقمَ اًمْتحَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ یلَعَ  نَاکَ  اهَدُرِاوَ  َّلاإِ  مْکُن  نإِوَ مِّ- - 71

اًّیِثجِ اهَیِف  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  رُذََنوَ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  ِ-ي  جّنَُن َّمُث  - 72

And (there is) not one of you but shall come to it (Hell). This is, with your Lord, a . “ 71
.” fixed decree

Then We shall rescue those who kept from evil, and leave the unjust therein on . “ 72
.” their knees

Commentary: verses 71-72

Point

The couple of verses mentioned in the above, also continue the discussion about the

.specialties of Resurrection and the people’s rewards and retributions

At first, it has pointed to a matter about which most people may surprise to hear. It

:says

And (there is) not one of you but shall come to “ 

(. …” it (Hell

This is a certain matter and a decisive command with your Lord Who has decreed it.
:The verse says

.” This is, with your Lord, a fixed decree “…

****

Then We shall rescue those who kept from evil, and leave the unjust therein on their “ 
.” knees

Commenting on these two verses, it must be remarked that all human beings, with no

exception, will enter Hell, whether they are good doers or evildoers, but Hell will be
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cold and safe for the good-doers, in the same manner that the fire of Numrūd was for

.Abraham

The reason of it is that Fire of Hell does not have any general resemblance to them. It

seems the Fire gets away from them and runs away, and wherever they are, it dies
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out. But, the people of Hell, who correlate to Hell-fire, like an inflammable material

.when reaches a fire, will immediately inflame

In fact, seeing Hell and its chastisements will be a preparation for believers that they

enjoy the utmost pleasure from the bounties of Heaven, and on the contrary, the

people of Hell, by seeing the safety of the people of Heaven, feel their punishment

.more painful

:Some Islamic Traditions

It has been narrated that some one asked Jābir-ibn-‘Abdillah ’Ansārī about the . 1
meaning of this verse. He pointed with his two fingers to his two ears and said: “I

heard a matter from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by these ears of mine both of which may

become deaf if I tell a lie. He (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘/wāriduhā/ (come to it (Hell)) means ‘enter

into it’. There will be no good doer and no evildoer but he will enter into it (Hell). Then it
(Fire) will be cold and safe for the believers, the same as it was for Abraham; so that

‘Fire’ or ‘Hell’ (Jābir was doubtful) will cry because of its coldness. Then Allah will

(rescue those who kept from evil, and leave the unjust therein on their knees’.”(1

But, the compiler of the commentary of Atyab-ul-Bayān, upon the commentary of this

:verse, says

It seems, and there are many Islamic tradition on it, and is among the self-evident

knowledge of the religion that the question of ‘Sirāt’ (path, way) is the ‘bridge’ of Hell,
through which the people of Heaven must pass. Coming to this path is the same as

.entering into Hell and passing from it is a rescue
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Thus, the meaning of “And (there is) not one of you but shall come to it (Hell)” is

’. ‘entering on the Path

There is an expressive saying upon the bridge of the Path (Sirāt) in Islamic traditions

which denotes there is a bridge over Hell leading to Paradise which is thinner than a
hair, sharper than the blade of a sword. This meaning is another evidence for this

commentary, and it has been verified and supported by a lot of the commentators of

(two great sects of Islam.(1

Another tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicates that he said: “On the . 2
Day of Judgment, Hell-Fire will tell the believer ‘Pass quickly, O’ believer! Verily your

(light has extinguished my flame’.”(2

It has been cited in Tafsīr-i-Tabarī: “One day, when ‘Abdullah-ibn-Rawahah was . 3
sick, he was crying and his wife, seeing him, began weeping. ‘Abdullah asked her why

she was weeping. She answered it was because of his weeping. ‘Abdullah said that he

was crying for this word of Allah Who said: ‘And (there is) not one of you but shall

come to it (Hell)’. Our arrival is certain, but ‘Abdullah does not know whether he will

(rescue or not.”(3

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “On the Day of Hereafter, all human being . 4
(good and evil) will enter Hell, but Fire will not harm the believers, like Abraham for

.” whom the fire became cold
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Therefore, the verse under discussion, which announces that the arrival of all into Hell

is certain, does not contrast the verses which indicate believers are far from Hell,
because, on one side they enter Hell, and, on another side, by the grace of Allah, no

.harm reaches them

Moreover, Allamah Tabātabāie cites in Al-Mīzān: there will be none of the righteous

and the unjust but soon will be on the edge and precipice of Fire, then Allah will rescue

.the pious ones and will let the unjust remain in it

****

O’ Allah! By Your Grace and Mercy, and by the grandeur of the rank of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) with You, count us not among the people of Hell, and

assign no Fire upon us, but by Your beneficence and Your forgiveness count us

!among the people of Paradise

****
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اًّیدَِن نُسَحْأَوَ  اًماقَمَ  رٌْیخَ  نِْیقَیرِفَْلا  ُّيأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلِل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَ  تٍاَن  -ِ یَّب انَُتایَاءَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُت  اذَإِوَ  - 73

اًیءْرِوَ اًثاَثأَ  نُسَحْأَ  مْهُ  نٍرْقَ  نِم  مهُلَْبقَ  انَکْلَهْأَ  مْکَوَ  - 74

And when Our clear revelations are recited unto them, those who disbelieve say . “ 73
to those who believe: ‘Which of the two parties is better in station

’?” and fairer in assembly

And how many a generation have We destroyed before them, who were better in . “ 74
!” equipment and outward appearance

Commentary: verses 73-74

Point

The Arabic term /nadiyy/ is applied for any assembly, or for the assembly of

consultation, derived from which is /dār-un-nudwah/ with the meaning of ‘a
’. deliberative assembly

Following the discussion about the faithless unjust people, mentioned in the former

.verses, here the verse refers to a part of their logic and their fate

It is known that the first group who believed in the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) were the

.pure-hearted oppressed people who were poor

Since the criterion of value in the ignorant society of that time, like any other ignorant

society, was wealth and force, money and rank, and the outside appearance, the

cruel rich persons prided themselves to the poor believers. They told them that the

sign of their own personality was with them, and
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the sign of the believers, which was their poverty and deprivation, was with them, too.
That itself, they said, was the evidence to their rightfulness and the lack of

:rightfulness of the poor ones. The Qur’ān in this regard says

And when Our clear revelations are recited unto them, those who disbelieve say to “ 
those who believe: ‘Which of the two parties is better in station and fairer

’?” in assembly

****

But the Qur’ān, with a complete reasonable statement, and in the meantime, with a
decisive and mighty tone, answers them as follows that as if they have forgotten the

:past history of human. It says

And how many a generation have We destroyed before them, who were better in “ 
!” equipment and outward appearance

Could their money, their plenty of wealth, their glorious assemblies, their costly

?clothing, and their fine appearances hinder the divine punishment

:Explanations

The Arabic word /’aθāθ/ means ‘furniture’ and the possibilities and comforts of life. . 1
The word /ri’yā/ is used for ‘that which pleases the eye’. The Qur’ānic term /qarn/ is

’. applied for ‘a group of people who live for a long time with together

.The historical changes have been based on the ordinances that Allah has assigned . 2

The material possibilities are neither the sign of happiness nor hinder the wrath of . 3
.Allah

Wealth and possibilities are often the factor of pride, negligence, inordinacy, and, . 4
.finally, perdition
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اًناکَمَ ٌّرشَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  نَومُلَْعیَسَفَ  هَعَاَّسلا  اَّمإِو  بَاذَعَْلا  اَّمإِ  نَودُعَوُی  امَ  اوْأَرَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  اًدّمَ  نُمَحَّْرلا  هَُل  دْدُمْیَْلفَ  هَِللاََّضلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نمَ  لُْق  - 75

اًدْنجُ فُعَضْأَوَ 

Say: ‘Whoever goes astray, the Beneficent (Allah) will prolong his span of life until, . “ 75
when they see what they were promised, whether it be the chastisement (in this

world), or the Hour (of Doom), then they will know who is worse in position and

’.” weaker in hosts

Commentary: verse 75

The Arabic terms /madd/ and /’imdād/ are used with the same sense, but, as Rāqib

says, the term /’imdād/ is usually used for some praiseworthy and pleasing actions,
.and the term /madd/ is usually used for some disagreeable and indecent deeds

Allah respites all those who choose a vice and go astray. This respite is for the sake

that they may repent, or some righteous offspring from them come into being. But

some misguided people misuse this respite and commit some more vice by which they

.increase their own punishment

.However, Allah respites them and prolongs their lifetime

The structure of this sentence in Arabic in imperative form denotes to the certainty of

the performance of the affair. The sentence has been stated in an imperative form in
order that there remains no pretext for the misguided one, since he has been given a
length of lifetime during which he might think of a way. The imperative verb may be

,taken in the sense of invocation in which he has asked Allah to give him a respite
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or He may let him live in the world as long as he desires, because his lifetime is of no

:avail for him. The verse says

 …” Say: ‘Whoever goes astray, the Beneficent (Allah) will prolong his span of life “ 

Allah will prolong the life of such people in order that they see with their own eyes

what they have been promised. His promise may either be the chastisement of this

world: that the Muslims overcome them and, by killing them or capturing them, punish

them, or that they be involved with the chastisements of Hereafter. At that time, they

will realize that they have considered wrongly, i.e. their position is worse and their

troop is weaker than that they thought, and they used to say that they would have a
:higher position and a better assembly. The verse continues saying

until, when they see what they were promised, whether it be the chastisement (in “ …

this world), or the Hour (of Doom), then they will know who is worse in position and

’.” weaker in hosts

Abū-Basīr narrates a tradition upon the phrase: “…until when they see what they

were promised, …” from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “It is the promise of the advent of

Hadrat Ghā’im (a.s.), and ‘worse in position’ means that on the day of the raise of

(Ghā’im it will be known who in an indecent and weak position is.”(1

****
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اًدّرََّم رٌْیخَوَ  اًباوََث  ِ-كَ  بّرَ دَنعِ  رٌْیخَ  تُاحَِلاَّصلا  تُایَِقابَْلاوَ  يدهُ  اوْدَتَهْا  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  دُیزِیَوَ  - 76

And Allah increases in guidance those who are guided aright, and the everlasting . “ 76
.” good deeds are better with your Lord in reward, and better in return

Commentary: verse 76

The Arabic word /θawāb/ means the recompense of man’s deed which returns to him,
(whether it is good or evil, but it is often used for a good deed.(1

The previous verse referred to the fate of the oppressors and those who were

deluded by the dazzling glare and lusts of the world, while this verse refers to

:situation of the believers and those who are guided. It says

, …” And Allah increases in guidance those who are guided aright “ 

It is evident that guidance has some degrees. When the beginning degrees of

guidance are practiced by a person, Allah may help him to gain some higher and

higher degrees of it. Similar to a fruitful tree, which develops to a new stage of growth

and perfection every day, these guided ones, too, in the light of their Faith and good

.deeds, promote to some higher stages every day

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān gives an answer to those who have relied on their

fleeting ornaments in this life and have taken it as a means of boasting to others. It

implies
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(that the end and the value of the righteous deeds is better with the Lord.(1

:The verse says

and the everlasting good deeds are better with your Lord in reward, and better in “…

.” return

However, some Islamic traditions indicate that the purpose of the phrase ‘the

everlasting good deeds’ is the invocation saying: “Glory be to Allah; Praise belongs to

Allah; and there is no god save Allah. Allah is the greatest.” (Tafsīr-i-Nūr-uth-
(Thaqalatn; and Tafsīr-i-Burhān

****
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اًدَلوَوَ لاًامَ  َّنیَتَولاُ  لَاقَوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  رَفَکَ  يذَِّلا  تَْیأرَفَأَ  - 77

اًدهْعَ نِمَحَّْرلا  دَنعِ  ذَخََّتا  مِأَ  بَْیغَْلا  عَلََّطأَ  - 78

اًدّمَ بِاذَعَْلا  نَِم  هَُل  ُّدمَُنوَ  لُوقُیَ  امَ  بُُتکْنَسَ  َّلاکَ  - 79

اًدرْفَ انَیِتأْیَوَ  لُوقُیَ  امَ  هُُثرَِنوَ  - 80

Have you seen him who disbelieves in Our revelations and says: ‘I shall surely be . “ 77
(?” given wealth and children (abundantly

Has he got the (knowledge of) Unseen, or has taken from the Beneficent (Allah) a . “ 78
?” promise

No, We will write down what he says and We will prolong for him the . “ 79
.” chastisement

.” And We will inherit what he talks of, and he shall come unto Us all alone . “ 80

Commentary: verses 77-80

Leaving hold of Allah and refuging to wealth and children is a false and superstitious

.cogitation

Some people think that faith, sincerity, and piety are not favourable to them and they

cause the world to set them a side, and when they live without Faith and piety the

.world will look upon them with favor so that their wealth will increase

This imagination, whether it can be as a result of simple-mindedness and following

superstitions, or as a cover for fleeing from religious responsibilities and promises,
.whatever it may be, is a dangerous consideration
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Sometimes it happens that these superstitious persons have based the wealth of

some faithless people and the poverty of a group of believers as an evidence to prove

this superstition. But, we know that neither the properties gained by means of

transgression, disbelief, and abandoning the foundations of piety are the source of

honour, nor is the Faith, piety, and virtuousness a hinder on the way of legitimate and

.lawful activities

However, at the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), like our time, there were some ignorant

people who had such a consideration or, at least, they pretended to have that sort of

.consideration

In connection with the former discussion, stated about the fate of the disbelievers

and transgressors, in these verses the Qur’ān points to this kind of imagination and its

:end. In the first verse, it says

Have you seen him who disbelieves in Our revelations and says: ‘I shall surely be “ 
(?” given wealth and children (abundantly

:Then, the Qur’ān answers them as follows

Has he got the (knowledge of) Unseen, or has taken from the Beneficent (Allah) a “ 
?” promise

Only the one who has the knowledge of Unseen can predict such a thing and may

introduce a relation between infidelity and having property and children, because we

.do not see any relation between these two

Or, that the one would have taken a promise from Allah in this regard. Such a

.statement is also meaningless

****

Then, with a serious and decisive tone, the Qur’ān implies that it is not such, and

never disbelief and infidelity causes the
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:wealth and children of a person to be increased. The verse says

 …” No, We will write down what he says “ 

Yes, these baseless sayings, which may cause some simple-minded persons to go

:astray, will all be recorded in their file of deeds. The verse continues saying

.” and We will prolong for him the chastisement “…

This part of the verse may be a hint to the continuous eternal chastisement of

Hereafter. It may also be a hint to the punishments which encompass them in this

world as a result of infidelity and faithlessness. This probability is also notable that the

wealth and children, which are the source of their pride and aberration, may

:themselves be a continual punishment for them. The verse says

.” And We will inherit what he talks of, and he shall come unto Us all alone “ 

Yes, at last, he will leave all these material facilities and pass away, and he will attend

in that Divine court of Justice without any righteous work with him, while his book of

deeds is recorded with sins wholly. It is in that place that he will see the fruit of his

.baseless sayings in the world

****
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اًزّعِ مْهَُل  اوُنوکُیَ  هًهَِلاءَ لِّ- هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  اوذُخََّتاوَ  - 81

اًدّضِ مْهِْیلَعَ  نَوُنوکُیَوَ  مْهِِتدَابَعِِب  نَورُفُکْیَسَ  َّلاکَ  - 82

.” And they have taken gods besides Allah that they might be for them a glory . “ 81

No, soon they (gods) shall deny their worship, and become adversaries against . “ 82
.” them

Commentary: verses 81-82

:This verse points to another motive of the idolaters in worshipping idols when it says

.” And they have taken gods besides Allah that they might be for them a glory “ 

They worship idols in order that they intercede for them with Allah and help them in
their difficulties; but what a vain and wrong imagination! Never it is such that they

imagined. The idols not only do not create honour for them but also cause their

disgrace and painful punishment, and soon, i.e. in Hereafter, these idols will deny their

worship and repudiate them, and they will be some enemies against them. The holy

:verse says

No, soon they (gods) shall deny their worship, and become adversaries against “ 
.” them

It is narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who has said: “On Hereafter Day the gods, which

they had taken besides Allah, will be against them and will repudiate them and their

worships.” That is, these idols, by the command of Allah, will be able to speak on the

Day of Judgment and will repudiate from pagans and the worshippers of them. It is
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interesting that there has been cited a short and expressive sentence below this

tradition about the reality of worship. It says: “Worship is not (only) prostration and

.bowing, but the reality of worship is to obey men

Whoever obeys a mortal in disobedience to Allah, he has obeyed him.” (And,
(therefore, his fate will be the same as the fate of pagans and idolaters.)(1

****
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Section 6:Intercession

Point

None shall intercede save those who have taken the Promise from Allah – Gravity of

the abhorrence of the sin of assigning any issues to Allah

اًزّأَ مْهُُّزؤُتَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  یلَعَ  نَیطِایََّشلا  انَْلسَرْأَ  آَّنأَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  - 83

اًدّعَ مْهَُل  ُّدعَُن  امََّنإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  لْجَْعتَ  لاَفَ  - 84

Have you not seen (how) We sent the Satans unto the disbelievers to incite them . “ 83
?” with an incitement

So make no haste against them, for We but count out to them a number (of . “ 84
(.” days

Commentary: verses 83-84

Here, this fact is referred to that idols not only did not cause their honour but also

:disgraced them. The Qur’ān by this holy verse says

Have you not seen (how) We sent the Satans unto the disbelievers to incite them “ 
?” with an incitement

The incitement of Satans upon men is not an obligatory and unknown incitement, but

.it is the men themselves who let Satans arrive inside their hearts and souls

****

In this holy verse, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is addressed being told that he should not

haste against them, because Allah will minutely count their deeds and record them for

the Day when
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.the Divine court of Justice will be held in Hereafter

:The verse says

(.” So make no haste against them, for We but count out to them a number (of days “ 

Upon the commentary of the verse there is also this probability that the purpose of

the phrase: “count out to them a number (of days)” is the counting the days of lifetime,
or the number of their breaths, which means that the length of their life is very short

.so that the number the breaths of it can be counted

’. However, the Arabic term /’azz/, used in the verse, means ‘to incite severely

****
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اًدْفوَ نِمَحَّْرلا  یَلإِ  نَیقَِّتمُْلا  رُشُحْن  مَوْیَ  - 85

اًدرْوِ مََّنهَجَ  یَلإِ  نَیِمرِجُْم  - لْا قُوسَُنوَ  - 86

On the day We muster the pious . “ 85

.” unto the Beneficent (Allah) (like the guest) of honour

.” And We shall drive the sinners unto Hell thirsty . “ 86

Commentary: verses 85-86

The Arabic term /wafd/ is used for ‘a group of people who have just arrived mounted

’. for a pilgrimage or seeking something

’. The Arabic word /wird/ means ‘thirst

In this verse, the course of ‘the pious’ and ‘the sinners’ is stated through some short

:and expressive sentences. The Holy Qur’ān says

On the day We muster the pious unto the Beneficent (Allah) (like the guest) of “ 
.” honour

Again, the Arabic word /wafd/ originally is used in the sense of ‘a mission’ or ‘a group’
who go to some nobles in order to solve their problems where they will be respected

and honoured. Thus, this word implicitly contains the meaning of ‘esteem’, and,
perhaps, it is for the same reason that some Islamic traditions denote that the pious

.will ride on some easy-paced mounts and enter into Paradise with much respect

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Ali (a.s.) asked the commentary of this verse from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), and he answered: ‘O’ Ali! ‘Al-wafd’ is surely said about those who ride on a
.mount

These are they who are in awe of Allah, Almighty and Glorious. He loved them and

specialized them for
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’.” Himself, and was pleased with their deeds and named them ‘the pious

It is cited in Tafsīr-i-Ali-ibn-Ebrāhīm Qummī that Hadrat Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said that Ali

(a.s.) asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who they were, (the pious), and he (p.b.u.h.)
(answered: “ O’ Ali! They are your sincere followers, and you are their Imam.”(1

****

:Then in the next verse, the Qur’ān says

.” And We shall drive the sinners unto Hell thirsty “ 

The sinners will be driven toward Hell in the same manner that some thirsty camels

.are driven unto the drinking place, but, here, there is no water, there is Fire

It should be noted that the Qur’ānic term /wird/ means a ‘group of people or animals

who enter a drinking place’, and since such a group are certainly thirsty, some of the

’. commentators have taken the word, hare, in the sense of ‘those parched with thirst

How long is the distance between those whom are lead to the Beneficent Allah

respectfully and with esteem in a circumstance that the angels come to receive them

and greet them, and the group whom are driven unto Hell Fire like some thirsty

animals, while they are bend there heads because of shame, disgrace and

?worthlessness

:Some traditions upon Paradise and Hell, and their People

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Never will enter Paradise, but the one is a Muslim.” . 1
((Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 1, p. 79
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The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily, in Heaven, (there are some things . 2
that), no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no heart has received.” (Kanz-

(ul-‘Ummal, vol. 14, p. 645

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) told me ‘You are . 3
the first person who enters Paradise’. Then I said: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah! Do I enter it
even before you?’ He said: ‘Yes, For you are my standard in Hereafter, the same as

you are my standard in the world, and the standard is always placed before’.” (Bihār-
(ul-Anwār, vol.8, p. 6

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “There is no price for your selves save Paradise, then, do . 4
(not sell your self but for it.” (Tauhīd-i-Sadūg, p.29

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “He who sells his self for other than Paradise, he . 5
(has made his affliction grievous” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, vol. 1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Promise upon six things for me, then I will . 6
promise (and guarantee) Paradise for you: Whenever one of you speaks, he should

not tell a lie; and when he is trusted, he should not be treacherous; and when he

promises, he should not breach; and lower your eyes (from forbidden things); and

hold your hands (from wrong); and guard your modesty.” (Kanz-ul-Ummāl, vol. 14, p.
(894

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Paradise is enclosed by pains and difficulties, . 7
(and (falling in) Hell is enclosed by lusts.” (Sahih-i-Muslim, vol. 4, p. 2174

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) was speaking and he said: “Verily the people of Heaven . 8
look unto the houses (and places) of our followers, as a person looks at the stars.”

((Bihār-ul-Anwār, vol. 8, p. 148
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The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “A span from Paradise (in comparison) is . 9
better than the world and whatever is in it.” (Bihār-ul-Anwār, vol. 8, p. 148 Kanz-ul-

(Ummāl, vol. 14, p. 456

Abdillah-ibn-Zayd-Māzinī has narrated from the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) who . ‘ 10
said: “There is a garden from the gardens of Paradise between my house and my

(pulpit.” (Sahih-i-Bukharī, vol. 2, p. 77

Abū-Hurayrah narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: “There is a garden . ‘ 11
from the gardens of Paradise between my house and my pulpit, and my pulpit is upon

my Houd.” These two traditions may indicate to the place of Hadrat Fatimah’s grave.
((Sahih-i-Bukhārī, vol. 2, p. 77

Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious, said: “Surely Hell lies in ambush”, “For the . 12
(transgressors a destination”. (Sura An-Naba’, No. 78, verses 21 and 22

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “Hell is a Fire whose flame does not subside, whose . 13
capture does not release and whose break does not close. Its heat is terrible, its

(depth is far, and its water is pus.” (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, No. 44225

Again, Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “Avoid the Fire whose heat is terrible, whose depth . 14
(is far, and whose ornament is iron.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, No. 2619

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “Avoid the Fire whose roar is forthcoming, whose . 15
(flame is terrible, and whose chastisement is fresh.” (Qurar-ul-Hikam, No. 2620

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) said: “How may I be patient of (Hell) Fire that if it casts a parcel . 16
unto the earth, it will burn all its plants, and if a person refuges to a mountain its heat

will cook him thereon? Which is better for Ali: that he becomes nigh stationed with

Allah, or, because of his sins, he, entangled
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in Fire, becomes far from the Mercy of Allah, driven away and inflicted with His

(Wrath?” (’Amālī-us-Sadūg, vol. 7, p. 496

It is cited in Majma‘-ul-Bayān that one of the Immaculate ones (a.s.) upon the 17
commentary of the Qur’ānic phrase: “And when they are cast into a narrow place in it,
…” said: “By the One in Whose hand is my life, the people of Hell will be so pressed in

(Fire as a nail is pressed in the wall.”(1) (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 4, p. 8 tradition 27

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The first person who will enter Hell-Fire is a . 18
dominant ruler who does not administer justice, and the rich person who does not

give the due of his wealth, and the poor who is proud.” (‘Uyūn ’Akhbār-ir-Ridā, vol. 2, p.
(28, tradition 20

Thus, the key of Paradise is piety to Allah (s.w.t.) , and the key of Hell is sin, vice, and

.opposition against Allah and His Messenger

****
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اًدهْعَ نِمَحَّْرلا  دَنعِ  ذَخََّتا  نِمَ  َّلاإِ  هَعَافََّشلا  نَوکُِلمْیَ  َّلا  - 87

They shall not own any intercession, save he who has taken a promise with the . “ 87
(.” Beneficent (Allah

Commentary: verse 87

On the Day of Resurrection, the wicked people are not able to intercede any one, and

also none my intercede them. On the contrary, the believers will intercede each other

:and their intercession will be accepted. The verse says

They shall not own any intercession, save he who has taken a promise with the “ 
(.” Beneficent (Allah

The Qur’ān introduces some conditions for intercession and it is not so that every

body can take everything or everybody he desires as his intercessor. In Hereafter,
the infidels will try their best and ask refuge from everybody, but they will be refused

.and they will receive negative responds from them

The objective meaning of the Arabic term /‘ahd/ (promise), mentioned in the verse,
may be the same promise of servitude unto Allah and separation from Satan which

the Qur’ān refers to, where it says: “Did I not charge you, O children of Adam! that you

should not worship the Satan? Surely he is your open enemy”, “And that you should

(worship Me, this is the Straight Path.”(1

And in another occasion it says: “…shall no intercession avail except of him whom the
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(Beneficent (Allah) allows and whose word He is pleased with.”(1

The Qur’ānic term /‘ahd/ has been rendered into several meanings in the Islamic

:literatures, including the following

Promise to the mastership of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali-ibn-Abitālib (a.s.) and the . 1
(immaculate Imams after him.(2

Making testament at the time of death, that a mortal gathers others around him . 2
and says that he is charged to believe that ‘there is no god but Allah’, ‘Muhammad is

(the Messenger of Allah’, and the rightfulness of Paradise and Hell.(3

(Engagement and protection to the statutory prayers.(4 . 3

****
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اًدَلوَ نُمَحَّْرلا  ذَخََّتا  اوُلاقَوَ  - 88

اًدّإِ اًئْیشَ  مُْتْئجِ  دْقََّل  - 89

And they say: ‘The Beneficent (Allah) has taken . “ 88

’.” unto Himself) a son)

!” Indeed you have put forth something hideous . “ 89

Commentary: verses 88-89

This verse refers to many groups of people in relation to their belief, including the

:followings

A. Polytheists: those who believed in angels as God’s daughters. The Qur’ān says: “…

(and (for Himself) taken daughters from among the angels…”(1

B. The Jews: those who imagined Ezra (‘Uzayr) as God’s son. The Qur’ān says: “And

(the Jews say: ‘Ezra is the son of God’…”(2

C. The Christians: those who considered Messiah as God’s Child. The Qur’ān says: “…

(and the Christians say: ‘The Messiah is the son of God’. …”(3

Therefore, at the end of this discussion, the Qur’ān points to one the subdivisions of

polytheism, i.e., the belief in the existence of offspring for Allah, and emphasizes on

:this statement with the utmost emphasis. It says

’.” And they say: ‘The Beneficent (Allah) has taken (unto Himself) a son “ 
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Not only the Christians believed that Jesus (a.s.) was the real child of Allah, but also

the Jews believed like that about Ezra, and polytheists had such an idea about the

.angels and believed in angels as Allah’s daughters

****

:Then, the Qur’ān, with a beating tone, says

!” Indeed you have put forth something hideous “ 

However, the Arabic term /’idd/ originally means an ugly noise which is usually heard

from a camel as a result of the sharp turning sound in its throat. Then it has been

.applied for the ugly and horrible deeds

****
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اًدّهَ لُابَجِْلا  ُّرخِتَوَ  ضُرْلاَا  ُّقشَنتَوَ  هُْنِم  نَرَّْطفَتَیَ  تُاوَامََّسلا  دُاکَتَ  - 90

اًدَلوَ نِمَحَّْرلِل  اوْعَدَ  نأَ  - 91

اًدَلوَ ذَخَِّتیَ  نأَ  نِمحَّْرلِل  یغِبَنیَ  امَوَ  - 92

At it the skies are about to burst, and the earth to split asunder, and the . “ 90
.” mountains to fall down crashing

(.” That they attributed a son to the Beneficent (Allah . “ 91

When it is not worthy of the Beneficent (Allah) that He should take (to Himself) a . “ 92
.” son

Commentary: verses 90-92

’. The Arabic term /hadd/ means ‘to fall down

Since the attribution of polytheism is a disagreeable attribution which contrasts to the

principle of theism, it seems that the whole world of existence, which has been

founded on the basis of theism, sinks into a horror and anxiety because of this undue

.attribution

:Therefore, the Qur’ān announces

At it the skies are about to burst, and the earth to split asunder, and the mountains “ 
.” to fall down crashing

The horrible effect of this statement, that Allah has a child, is so great that it causes

.the mountains to fall down

Again, for a more emphasis, and stating the importance of the matter, the Qur’ān

:says

(.” That they attributed a son to the Beneficent (Allah “ 

In fact, they have never known Allah; else they would have known that it is not
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consonant with the majesty of the Most Gracious that He should beget a son. The

:verse says
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When it is not worthy of the Beneficent (Allah) that He should take (to Himself) a “ 
.” son

:A person may desire to have one or some children for one of the following things

It is either for the sake that the one needs to have reproduction for the duration of his

seed; or he seeks for an assistant; or he is afraid of loneliness. But none of these

concepts is meaningful about Allah. Neither His Power is limited; nor His life ends; nor

.any weakness or feebleness befalls Him, nor He feels loneliness and need

****
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اًدْبعَ نِمَحَّْرلا  یِتاءَ  َّلآإِ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  نمَ  ُّلکُ  نإِ  - 93

There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Beneficent (Allah) . “ 93
.” as a servant

Commentary: verse 93

All the world of existence and its creatures are wholly under the command of Allah,
?and they are His servants. Why do you consider the servant of Allah as His child

:It is for this reason that the Qur’ān, concerning the matter, in this holy verse, says

There is none in the heavens and the earth but comes unto the Beneficent (Allah) as “ 
.” a servant

These servants obey Him, but in the meantime He does not need their obedience. It is
.those creatures who are totally in need of Him

****
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اًدّعَ مْهَُّدعَوَ  مْهُاصَحْأَ  دْقََل  - 94

اًدرْفَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هِیِتاءَ  مْهُُّلکُوَ  - 95

.” Certainly He has counted them, and He has numbered them exactly . “ 94

.” And every one of them shall come to Him on the Day of Resurrection, all alone . “ 95

Commentary: verses 94-95

.He knows the exact number of all parts of the world of existence entirely

The knowledge of Allah (s.w.t.) encompasses not only the universals, but He also

:knows the details of the matters. The verse says

.” Certainly He has counted them, and He has numbered them exactly “ 

That is, never think that with the existence of all these servants, how He may know

.the account of them wholly

:Therefore, in the second holy verse, mentioned in the above, the Qur’ān says

.” And every one of them shall come to Him on the Day of Resurrection, all alone “ 

Thus, both Jesus, and Ezra, and angels, and all human beings are involved in this

general commandment. Yet, how disgrace is the consideration of belief of a child for

Him, and how low do we bring His Pure Essence from the climax of Dignity and

!Grandeur

****
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اًدّوُ نُمَحَّْرلا  مُهَُل  لُعَجْیَسَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  - 96

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, soon the Beneficent (Allah) will . “ 96
.” appoint love for them

Commentary: verse 96

The words in this verse, as well as the next couple of verses, are about the faithful

believers and also about the faithless cruel unjust. The contents of these verses are

:also upon the Qur’ān and its glad tidings and warnings. At first, it says

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, soon the Beneficent (Allah) will “ 
.” appoint love for them

Faith and righteous deed has a reflection as vast as the world of existence, and the

ray of love emerged from it can cover the whole expansion of creation. Allah, the Pure

.Essence, loves such believing people

They are beloved with all those who are in the skies. This affection will brighten the

.hearts of men who are on the earth

To be beloved is a divine bounty which may be given to the believers and the

righteous, as the Qur’ān says: “…soon the Beneficent (Allah) will appoint love for

them.” Yes, the one who loves only Allah will be loved heartily by all people with the

help of Allah. In general, he who remembers Allah, He will have His favor upon him.
The Qur’ān says: “Therefore, remember Me, and I will remember you; …” (Sura Al-

(. Baqarah, No. 2, verse 152

It is interesting that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a traditions says: “When the Lord loves

one of His servants, He says to His great angel, Gabriel, that He loves so and so, then

do
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love him. Gabriel will love him and, then, he calls in the skies that Allah loves so and so,
then do love him; and thereafter, all those who are in the skies will love him, and then

.the acceptance of this affection will reflect in the earth

And when the Lord hates a person, He tells Gabriel to hate him, and Gabriel hates him.
After that he calls out among those who are in the skies that Allah hates him, then do

hate him. Thus, all those who are in the skies will hate him, and afterward, the

.” reflection of this hatred will be found in the earth

This tradition has been recorded in many Islamic traditional sources as well as in

many commentary books, but this is a tradition of the text recorded in the

Commentary of Fī-Zalāl, vol. 5, p. 454 which is adopted from Ahmad, Muslim, and

.Bukhārī

Verily, what a pleasure is better than this that a person feels that he is beloved by all

the pure and the righteous of the world of existence? And how painful is that a person

?feels that the earth, the skies, the angels and the believing people all hate him

However, besides the books of Shī‘ah, there are numerous traditions recorded in the

books of tradition and commentary compiled by the scholars of the Sunnite upon the

occasion of revelation of the verse under discussion, narrated from the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.), which denote that this verse has been revealed mostly in regard to

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.). Among them are: Zamakhsharī in Kashshāf; Sebtayn-ul-Jauzī in
Tathkirah; Ganjī Shāfi‘ī; Qurtabī his famous Commentary book; Mu‘jab-ud-Dīn Tabarī

in Zakhā’ir-ul-‘Ughbā; Neyshābūrī in his well-known commentary book; ’Ibn-i-
Sabbāq Mālikī in Fusūl-ul-Muhimmah, Suyūti in
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Durr-ul-Manthūr; Heythamī in Sawā‘igh-ul-Muhraghah; and ’Ālūsī in Rouh-ul-Ma‘ānī.
:Some of these traditions are as follows

Tha‘labī, in his commentary book, narrates from Barā’-ibn-‘Āzib: “The Messenger of . 1
Allah (p.b.u.h.) told Ali (a.s.): ‘Say: O’ Allah! Appoint a covenant for me with yourself, and

set my love in the hearts of the believers’. Then this verse was reveled.” (Ihghāgh-ul-
(Haghgh, vol. 3, p.p.83-86

This very statement exactly, or with a little difference, has been cited in many other

.Islamic books

In a lot of Islamic sources it has been narrated from ’Ibn-‘Abbas who said: “The . 2
verse ‘Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, soon the Beneficent (Allah)
will appoint love for them.’ Has been revealed in regard to Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.), which

means that Allah appoints his love in the hearts of the believers.” (According to

(’Ihghāgh-ul-Haghgh, vol. 3, pp.83-86

Upon the commentary of this verse, it is cited in the book entitled ‘Sawā’igh’ that . 3
Muhammad-ibn-Hanafiyyah said: “There is no faithful believer but there is love of Ali

(and his Ahl-ul-Bayt in his heart.” (Ihghagh-ul-Haghgh, vol. 3, pp. 83-86

Maybe, for the same reason it has been cited in a correct and authentic tradition . 4
narrated from Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) who said: “Even if I strike the nose of a

believer with this, my sword, for hating me, he will not hate me, and even if I pile all

the wealth of the world before a hypocrite in order that he loves me, he will not love

me. This is because it is a verdict pronounced by the tongue of the unschooled

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as he said: ‘O’ Ali! a believer will never hate you and a hypocrite will

’.” never love you

Rauh-ul-Ma‘ānī, vol. 16, p. 130; Majma‘-ul-Bayān, vol. 6, p. 533; and Nahaj-ul-Balāqah,)
(saying No. 45
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Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in his last prayer . 5
invocated in regard to Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) so loudly that people could hear,
saying: ‘O Allah! Bestow the love of Ali upon the hearts of the believers, and appoint

his awe and greatness in the hearts of the hypocrites’. Then this verse and the verse

(next to it were revealed.” (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 363

It has also been narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “The love of Amir-ul-
Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) is a reward that Allah gives to the believers who have righteous

deed.” A similar meaning to this tradition has been narrated from the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) in regard to the love and affection of the believers unto Ali (a.s.). (Al-Kāfīvol. 1,
(p. 431, Tafsīr-i-Furāt, p. 247

However, as it was said in the commentary explanations of the abovementioned

verses, the revelation of this verse upon Ali, as a complete example, does not contrast

the generality of the meaning upon the believers wholly, with a hierarchical order, of

.course

****
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اًدُّّل اًموْقَ  هِِب  رَذِنُتوَ  نَیقَِّتمُْلا  هِِب  ِ-رَ  شّبَُتِل کَِناسَِلِب  هُاَنرَّْسیَ  امََّنإِف  - 97

So We have made it (The Qur’ān) easy in your tongue that you may give glad . “ 97
.” tidings thereby to the pious ones, and warn thereby stubborn people

Commentary: verse 97

Here, the verse has referred to the Qur’ān, which is a source of training, Faith, and

:righteous deed. Allah (s.w.t.) in this verse says

So We have made it (The Qur’ān) easy in your tongue that you may give glad tidings “ 
.” thereby to the pious ones, and warn thereby stubborn people

The term /yassarnāh/, mentioned in the verse, is derived from the Arabic infinitive

/taysīr/ in the sense of facilitation. This facilitation may be from the different points of

:view

It may be in this point of view that the Qur’ān has been revealed in Arabic, eloquent . 1
and perspicuous, whose tone is pleasant in the ears, and whose recitation is easy for

.the tongues

It may be from this view that Allah had given such a domination over the verses of . 2
the Qur’ān to His Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he could apply it easily everywhere and for

.removing any difficulty, and he used to recite them to the believers munificently

It may be from the point of the content of the Qur’ān which, with its deep meanings, . 3
is easy to understand. Basically, those many great and outstanding facts which have

been arranged in the frame of limited mere verbal utterances whose meanings can

be understood easily, itself is an evidence
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for what is recited in the abovementioned verse and the act of which has been

.performed by the help of Allah

In several verses of Sura Al-Qamar, No. 54, including verse 17, this phrase has been

repeated: “And certainly We have made the Qur’ān easy for remembrance, but is

?” there anyone who will mind

The Arabic word /ludd/ is the plural form of /’alad/ which means ‘an enemy with

intensive hostility’, and it is used for those who are fanatic, obstinate, and irrational in
.enmity

****
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اًزَکْرِ مْهَُل  عُمَسْتَ  وْأَ  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  مهُْنِم  ُّسحُِت  لْهَ  نٍرْقَ  نِم  مهُلَْبقَ  انَکْلَهْأَ  مْکَوَ  - 98

And how many a generation before have We destroyed! Do you find any one of . “ 98
?” them or hear a sound of them

Commentary: verse 98

This is the last verse of Sura Maryam. This Sura was revealed in Mecca at the time

.when Muslims were in a hard pressure

Keeping this matter in mind, the verse was both as a comfort for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
and the believers, and as a threat and warning against all hostile and obstinate

:enemies of Islam. It says

And how many a generation before have We destroyed! Do you find any one of them “ 
?” or hear a sound of them

The Arabic term /rikz/ means ‘a faint sound, a whisper’, and, therefore, the things

which are hidden under the ground, (as ore), in Arabic are called /rikāz/. Thus, the

verse means that these cruel nations and the hard enemies of the truth were so

.destroyed that even no faint sound is heard from them now

Imam Sādiq (a.s.), in answer to Jābir concerning this verse, said: “The destroyed

generation is Umayyads. You may find none of them in the state of being hopeful or

free from fear and horror.” Jābir has said that he asked whether that state could take

(place, and the Imam replied: “It will happen very soon.” (Bihar-ul-Anwār, vol. 46, p.30

****
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:Supplication

O’ Lord! Brighten our hearts with the light of Faith, and fill the entire of our entity with

.light of righteous deeds

Appoint us, please, among the lovers of the believers and the righteous, specially the

prior of the pious, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali-ibn-Abītālīb (a.s.), and cast the love of us into

.the hearts of all believers

O’ Allah! Our large Islamic society, with those abundant people and plenty of material

and spiritual abilities, is captured in the grips of enemies and, because of disunity and

separation of their rows, has become feeble. Please gather them all around the torch

!of Faith and righteous deed

O’ Lord! As You destroyed and annihilated the former tyrannical generations so that

no faint sound is heard from them, annihilate the most powerful unjust forces of our

time, too. Remove their vice from the oppressed communities and make the raise of

!believers against the oppressors victorious! Amen. O’ Lord of the Worlds

****

The End of Sura Maryam
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Sura TĀHĀ

:Introduction to the Sura

Point

(Revealed in Macca)

(No. 20 (135 verses in 8 sections

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Sura Tāhā, which is one of the Meccan suras, contains 135 verses and its content, like

’. other Meccan suras, is mostly about ‘Origin and End

This holy Sura is the first Sura of the Qur’ān which has explained the Story of Moses

(a.s.) in details, and about 80 verses of it have been stated in this regard. A part of the

Sura is upon the greatness of the Qur’ān and the attributes of Allah, while another

part of it relates to the story of Adam and Eve and the temptations of Satan. And,
.finally, there have been stated some awakening advices in this holy Sura

A tradition from Imam Sadiq upon reciation of Taha

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “He who continues reciting Sura ‘TāHā’ will be loved by Allah

(s.w.t.) and, on the Day of Resurrection, his book of deeds will be given to his right

(hand…”(1
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Sura TĀHĀ

(Revealed in Macca)

(No. 20 (135 verses in 8 sections

Section 1 :Moses commissioned with Apostleship

Point

(verses 1– 4)

Apostle Muhammad told not to distress himself – The Qur’ān, Reminder to the pious

persons – Allah knows every thing, be it open or hidden and hears every word spoken

aloud or secretly; Moses commissioned with apostleship and commanded to proceed

towards Pharaoh who had transgressed

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

هط - 1

یقَشْتَِل نَاءَرْقُْلا  کَْیلَعَ  انَْلزَنأَ  آمَ  - 2

یشَخْیَ نمَِل  هًرَکِذْتَ  َّلاإِ  - 3

یلَعُْلا تِاوَامََّسلاوَ  ضَرْلاَا  قَلَخَ  نَّْمِم  لاًیزِنتَ  - 4
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In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

”TāHā . “ 1

.” We did not send down the Qur’ān to you that you distress yourself . “ 2

(.” But only as an admonition to him who fears (Allah . “ 3

.” It has been sent down from Him Who created the earth and the high heavens . “ 4

Commentary: verses 1-4

Some meanings upon Taha

At the beginning of this Sura, again we are confronted the abbreviated letters of the

”Qur’ān, which excite the reader’s sense of curiosity. It says: “TāHā

A tradition narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) indicates that ‘TāHā’ is one of the names

’. of holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and it means: ‘O seeker of the truth and the leader unto it

TāHā’ consists of two mystic letters, so that ‘Tā’ refers to the sense of ‘seeker of‘
Truth’ and ‘Hā’ indicates the meaning of ‘the leader unto it’. It is well known that the

usage of mystic letters, and abbreviations has been very common since the old times,
.and they are abundantly used nowadays in particular

The term “TāHā”, similar to ‘Yāsīn’, in the course of time, has gradually been applied

as a proper name for the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), so far that the family of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is called ‘’Āl-i-Tā-Hā’ (the family of TāHā). Also, in ‘Supplication of

Nudbah’, Hadrat Mahdī (May Allah hasten his glad advent) has been rendered into

’. ‘Yabna-Tā-Hā

From the time of the descent of the Qur’ān and its Divine revelation on, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) used to worship very much. He specially accomplished his worshipping in a
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standing state’. He stood so much so that his feet often were inflated. Then the verse‘
was revealed, telling the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he should not impose upon himself so

:much trouble. The verse says

.” We did not send down the Qur’ān to you that you distress yourself “ 

It is true that worship is the best actions, but every thing must have a limit. The

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) must not bear the task so much that his feet inflate, and his power

.decreases too much for preaching and Holy Struggle

****

:In the next verse, the goal of the descent of the Qur’ān is explained, as follows

(.” But only as an admonition to him who fears (Allah “ 

The expression /man yaxšā/ (to him who fears Allah), denotes that a person does not

(. accept the facts unless there is a kind of feeling of responsibility in him (that he fears

****

Then the verse pays to introduce the Lord, the One Who has sent down the Qur’ān, so

that, by means of knowing Him, the greatness of the Qur’ān would be made manifest

:more. Concerning the Qur’ān, it says

.” It has been sent down from Him Who created the earth and the high heavens “ 

In fact, this explanation is an indication to both the beginning and the end of the

.descent of the Qur’ān, whose end is the earth and its beginning is heavens

However, the Arabic word /tanzīl/ means ‘a gradual descent’. That is, the Qur’ān was

revealed during 23 years, in different occasions and for various incidents. This

meaning does not contrast to the revelation of the Qur’ān upon the holy heart of the

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.) at once on the Night of Qadr
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يوَتَسْا شِرْعَْلا  یلَعَ  نُمَحَّْرلا  - 5

يرَثَلا تَحْتَ  امَوَ  امَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  امَوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  هَُل  - 6

یفَخْأَوَ َّر  -ِ سّلا مُلَْعیَ  هَُّنإِفَ  لِوْقَْلاِب  رْهَجْتَ  نإِو  - 7

(.” The Beneficent (Allah Who) dominates on the ‘Arsh (the Throne of existence . “ 5

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and . “ 6
.” whatever is between them, and whatever is beneath the ground

And if you utter aloud (or whisper, it is no matter): for verily He knows the secret . “ 7
.” (of yours) and (that which is yet) more hidden

Commentary: verses 5-7

Four attributes of Allah

:In these few verses, four main attributes of Allah are referred to. They are as follows

His Creative Power (Divinity), where it says: “…Who created the earth and the high . 1
.” heavens

(.” His Sovereignty, where it says: “… dominates on ‘Arsh (the Throne of existence . 2

His Ownership, where it says: “To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and . 3
…”. whatever is in the earth

His Omniscience, where it says: “…He knows the secret (of yours) and (that which is . 4
.” yet) more hidden

The Sovereignty of Allah over ‘Arsh, which has been mentioned in some other

occurrences of the Qur’ān with the phrase recited: “…He mounted the Throne (of

authority)”, denotes to Allah’s authority over the world of existence. As
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an instance, when it is said that so and so set on the throne, or so and so was taken

down from the throne, it means that he gained an authority, or his authority was

.taken from him

The Qur’ānic phrase: “…He mounted the throne (of authority)” and the like of it, is

usually followed with sentence which interprets it. For example, in Sura ’A‘rāf, No. 7,
verse 54, it says: “…Then He mounted the Throne (of authority). He covers the day

with the night…”. Or like Sura Yūnus, No. 10, verse 3 which says: “…Then He

established Himself on the Throne regulating all things,…”. Or like Sura Al-Hadīd, No.
57, verse 4, which says: “…Then He established Himself on the Throne. He knows what

enters within the earth and what comes forth out of it…”. And like Sura As-Sajdah, No.
32, verse 4, where it says: “…Then He established Himself on the Throne. You have

none besides Him to protect or intercede (for you)…”. And in the verse under

discussion, the Qur’ān implies: the same Beneficent Who dominates on the ‘Arsh (the

:Throne of existence). The verse says

(.” The Beneficent (Allah Who) dominates on the ‘Arsh (the Throne of existence “ 

****

The Arabic term /θarā/ originally means ‘wet soil’, and since the low level of the

ground is often wet in Arabic it is called /θarā/. Thus the meaning of the phrase:
/mātahtaθθarā/ (whatever is beneath the ground) envelops all dead bodies,

.treasures, and whatever thing is hidden in the depth of the ground

Then, next to the Sovereignty of Allah over the world of existence, the Qur’ān refers

:to His Ownership. It says

To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and “ 
whatever is between them, and
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.” whatever is beneath the ground

****

Up to here, three main attributes of Allah have been explained: the first epithet is His

Creative Power, the second epithet, is His Sovereignty, and the third epithet is His

.Ownership

In the next verse, the fourth epithet, His Omniscience, has been pointed out. It implies

that His knowledge is so vast that it encompasses every thing you say manifestly or

whatever you keep hidden, and He also knows even the more secret than the secret.
:The verse says

And if you utter aloud (or whisper, it is no matter): for verily He knows the secret (of “ 
.” yours) and (that which is yet) more hidden

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The secret (thing) is what you hide in your heart, and more

secret than that is that which has passed from your mouth but you have forgotten it.
.” That is, not only it is hidden for others but you yourself have neglected it

Allah knows everything: “He knows the secret (of yours) and (that which is yet) more

hidden.”(1)He knows the things which are not seen in the heavens and in the earth: “…

(I know the unseen things of the heavens and the earth,…”.(2

He knows what is in the womb of every female: “Allah knows what every female

(bears, …”.(3

He knows the aim and meaning of glances: “He knows the stealthy looks..”.(4) He

knows what passes in the hearts: “…Allah knows what is in
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(your hearts;…”.(1

And there falls no leaf of a tree but He knows it: “…and no leaf (of a tree) drops down

(but He knows it,…”. (Sura Al-’An’ām, No. 6, verse 59

However, the domination of Allah over the world of existence is accomplished

mercifully, not mightily. And the revelation of the Qur’ān has been a sign of His

Beneficence and His Authority upon the existence. So, His Sovereignty over the whole

existence is alike. He is both the Creator of the world of existence and the Protector

and Ruler of it. He has also knowledge about whatever is visible and invisible and has

.absolute ownership over all things

****
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ینَسْحُْلا ءُامَسْلاَا  هَُل  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  هَُّللا لآ  - 8

.” Allah, there is no god but He. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names . “ 8

Commentary: verse 8

Through the contents of the abovementioned verses an epitome of knowledge about

the Sender of the Qur’ān was delivered by referring to Allah’s four attributes. They

.are: His Creative Power, His Sovereignty, His Ownership, and His Omniscience

:And, perhaps, it is for the same reason that the Qur’ān in this holy verse says

.” Allah, there is no god but He. To Him belong the Most Beautiful Names “ 

The objective meaning of ‘the Most beautiful Names’ is the different attributes of

.Allah (s.w.t.) all of which are good and are beautiful

We know that Allah is: The Knower, The Powerful, The Sustainer, The Just, The

Benevolent, The Generous, and The Merciful. Besides them, He has also many more

.good epithets similar to them

The purpose of calling Allah by these Names is not only that we utter them simply by

the tongue, and we say, for example, O The knower, O The Powerful, O The Most

Merciful of all merciful, but, in fact, we must settle these epithets in our selves as

.much as we can

We must try to obtain a ray from His Knowledge, a reflection from His Power, and a
piece of His All-Embracing Mercy and practice them in ourselves and our society. In

other words, we ought to be endowed with His Attributes and be characterized by His
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character, so that, under the light of this knowledge and power, and this justice and

mercy, we can drive out ourselves and the society wherein we live from the row of

.infernal people

However, there are some details about ‘the Most Beautiful Names’ recorded in the

books of tradition and commentary, compiled by both Sunnites and Shi‘ites, a

:substance of which will be offered here, as follows

No doubt the phrase ‘the Most Beautiful Names’ means ‘good names’, and we know

that all the names of Allah contain some good meanings, therefore all His Names are

the Most Beautiful Names. They are irrespective of those which are the affirmed

qualities of His Pure Essence, like: The Knower, The Powerful; or those which are

negative qualities of His Holy Essence, like: The Most Holy; and those which are the

attributes of acts each of which denotes to one of His acts, like: The Creator, The All-
.Forgiving, The Beneficent, and The Merciful

On the other hand, no doubt the attributes of Allah are not countable, because His

accomplishments are infinite. For each of His accomplishments a Name and an

.Attribute can be chosen

But, as it is understood from Some Islamic traditions, some of His attributes are more

significant than the others, and, perhaps, the phrase ‘the Most Beautiful Names’ is an

indication to this particular group. Among the traditions we have received from the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Immaculate Imams (Ahlul-Bayt) (a.s.) this meaning has

repeatedly been said that there are 99 Names for Allah and whoever calls Him by

these Names his prayer will be answered, and whoever counts them will enter

.Paradise

An example of the abovementioned traditions is the one that Sadūgh has narrated in
his book, entitled Tauhīd, from
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Imam Sādiq (a.s.) from Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said:
“Verily there are ninety nine Names for Allah, the Blessed and Exalted. He who counts

them will enter Paradise”. (The Commentary of Al-Mīzān, Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Nūr-uth-
(Thaqalayn

Again, in the book of Tauhīd, it is narrated from Imam Ali-ibn-Mūsa-r-Ridā (a.s.), from

his fathers, from Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) who said: “Verily there are ninety nine Names

for Allah, Almighty and Glorious. He who invocates by them it will be answered from

him, and he who counts them will enter Paradise”. (The Commentary of Al-Mīzān,
(Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

In the books of Bukhārī, Muslim, Tarmathī, and some other sources of traditions

compiled by the Sunnite scholars, this very meaning has also been cited about the

Names of Allah, saying that whoever calls Allah by these ninety-nine Names his

prayer will be answered, and whoever counts them will enter Paradise. (Al-Mīzān,
(Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Some Islamic traditions denote that these ninety-nine Names are found in the Qur’ān.
For example, a tradition narrated by Ibn-Abbas indicates that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
said: “There are ninety nine Names for Allah. Whoever counts them will enter

(Paradise, and they are in the Qur’ān.” (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Therefore, some of the Islamic scholars have tried to extract these Names and

Attributes from the Qur’ān, but the Names of Allah mentioned in the Qur’ān are more

than ninety nine Names. So, the Most Beautiful Names may be among them, and thus,
.there are more than ninety nine Names in the Qur’ān concerning Allah
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Whatever is more important here, and we must be specially careful of it, is that the

purpose of calling Allah by these Names, or counting the most Beautiful Names of

Allah, is not that whoever utters these Names by the tongue, and with no attention to

their contents and concepts, he merely pronounces them will be successful and

prosperous, or his invocation will be answered. But the aim is that the person believes

in these Names and Attributes, and then he tries to reflect a ray of their meanings in
his self; i.e., he should settle in himself some parts of the concepts of the Attributes:
The Knower, the Powerful, the Beneficent, the Merciful, the Clement, All-Forgiving,
the Strong, the Everlasting, the Self-Sufficient, The Sustainer, and the like of them. It

is sure that such a person both will enter Paradise and his invocation will be answered

.and will gain any goodness

However, whatever was said makes it manifest that if, besides these Names, some

more Names are mentioned for Allah in some traditions or in supplications, and even

in some supplications(1) the number of His Names has reached to one thousand, it

does not contrast to what was explained in the above, because the Names of Allah

are infinite and, like the unending accomplishments of His Essence, they are

unlimited, although a number of these Names and Attributes have a kind of

.preference

And, also, when we recite in some traditions, like the one recorded in Usūl-i-Kāfī,
Imam Sādiq (a.s.), commenting on the verse under discussion, has said: “ By Allah, we

are the Most Beautiful Names (of Allah)”,(2) it shows that a strong ray of
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these divine epithets has reflected in their selves, and their knowledge helps them to

.the knowing of His Pure Essence

Also, some Islamic literatures indicate that all the Most Beautiful Names are

summarized in ‘pure monotheism’. This is because all His attributes return to His Pure

.Essence, The One

Fakhr-i-Rāzī, in his commentary book, points to a matter which, in one respect, is

important. He says that all the Attributes of Allah return to two facts: either to His

.Omniscience, or the need of others to His Pure Essence
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یسَوُم ثُیدِحَ  كَاتَأَ  لْهَوَ  - 9

يدًهُ رِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  دُجِأَ  وْأَ  سٍبَقَِب  اهَْن  مکُیِتاءَ مِّ- ِ-ي  لّعََّل اًراَن  تُسَْناءَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ اوُْثکُْما  هِِلهْلاَِ  لَاقَفَ  اًراَن  يأَرَ  ذْإِ  - 10

یسَوُمایَ يَدِوُن  اهَاتَأَ  آَّملَفَ  - 11

يوًطُ سَِّدقَمُْلا  دِاوَْلاِب  کََّنإِ  کَْیلَْعَن  عْلَخْافَ  کَُّبرَ  ْاَنأَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ - 12

?” And has the story of Moses reached you . “ 9

When he saw a fire, then he said to his family: ‘Wait (a little)! Verily I perceive a . “ 10
’.” fire; perhaps I can bring you a brand from it, or may find some guidance at the fire

:Then when he came to the fire, he was called . “ 11

! ” O Moses‘

Verily I am your Lord! Therefore take off your shoes! Verily you are in the holy . “ 12
’.” valley of Tuwā

Commentary: verses 9-12

Point

.The Arabic term /qabas/ means: a piece of fire apart from another

Somewhere in the current Sura, a few points of the story of Moses (a.s.) have been

:stated in details. Among them are the followings

.The choice of Moses (a.s.) for Messengership . 1

.The invitation of Moses (a.s.) from Pharaoh to accepting the Truth . 2

.Moses’ coming out from Egypt and Pharaoh’s being drowned . 3

.Calf worshipping of the Children of Israel . 4
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Moses (a.s.), accompanied with his pregnant wife, went on a trip, and they lost their

way in the desert. In the rainy, dark and cold desert, they needed a fire for both its

.heat and light to find the way

Then suddenly a fire was seen from the distance. In order to get the fire to comfort

his family, Moses (a.s.) went toward the fire, where there came a voice by which Allah

(elected Moses (a.s.) as an apostle. (Majma’-ul-Bayān, the commentary

Yes, in order to save himself and his family, Moses (a.s.) went toward the fire, but

Allah opened the path of saving others to him. Moses was seeking for the road on the

ground, while Allah showed him the spiritual way and the path of happiness. He was

looking for his personal way, where Allah endowed him the way of guidance of the

.community

:In relation to this matter, the Qur’ān, addressing the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), says

?” And has the story of Moses reached you “ 

When he saw a fire, then he said to his family: ‘Wait (a little)! Verily I perceive a fire; “ 
’.” perhaps I can bring you a brand from it, or may find some guidance at the fire

! ” Then when he came to the fire, he was called: ‘O Moses“

Verily I am your Lord! Therefore take off your shoes! Verily you are in the holy valley “ 
’.” of Tuwā

By hearing that enlivening sound, addressing him: “ Verily I am your Lord!” Moses (a.s.)
.got very excited and an indescribable pleaure encompassed him thoroughly

He was commissioned to take off his shoes, because he had entered into a holy land:
a land wherein the light of Allah was seen, the Message of Allah was heard, and he

was to accept the responsibility of Apostleship. He ought to step on this land with

.utmost humility and modesty

.That was why he should take off his shoes

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5915 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 352

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5916 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Explanations

The appellation of Moses has been mentioned in 20 suras of the Qur’ān for 136 times. . 1
The story of Moses is the longest stories of the Qur’ān, because around nine hundred

.verses of the Qur’ān concern to it

The term /rabb/ (the Lord), which is one of ‘the Most Beautiful Names’ of Allah, has . 2
occurred more than 970 times in the Qur’ān, and in His first manifestation to Moses

(a.s.), Allah introduced Himself by this Name, saying: “ Verily I am your Lord!”. And,
since Moses’ prophethood began with the word of Allah,(1) he was entitled /kalimullah/

(. (the Interlocutor of Allah

The phrase /wād-il-muqaddas/ (the holy valley) is used fore a place far from defect . 3
.and vice; and the word /tuwā/ means something or somewhere which is blessed

An Islamic tradition denotes that the purpose of ‘taking the shoes’ is detaching the . 4
heart from two anxieties: one of his anxieties was about the situation of his wife in

that cold desert; and his second anxiety was about the evil of Pharaoh. (Nūr-uth-
(. Thaqalaym

Some commentators also believe that this holy Qur’ānic phrase points to the wife and

.child, or to the love of the world and Hereafter

The phrase under discussion has also occurred in the present Turah with the same

.form of meaning

****
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یحَوُی امَِل  عْمِتَسْافَ  کَُترْتَخْا  اَنأَوَ  - 13

يرِکْذِِل هَلاََّصلا  مِِقأَوَ  یِندُْبعْافَ  ْاَنأَ  َّلآإِ  هََلإِ  هَُّللا لآ  اَنأَ  یِنَّنإِ  - 14

.” And I myself have chosen you; therefore hearken unto what is revealed . “ 13

Verily I, I(alone), am Allah. There is no god save Me. So worship (only) Me, and . “ 14
.” establish prayer for My remembrance

Commentary: verses 13-14

Divine prophets have been appointed to prophethood by Allah, not by people.
Therefore, the words of revelation, sent to them, should be heard and followed with

.whole the entity and heartily

In this holy verse, Allah says that He Himself has chosen him to Messengership, then

he should hear His word and be steadfast on it. This is the Divine revelation that he

:was commanded to hear. The verse says

.” And I myself have chosen you; therefore hearken unto what is revealed “ 

:Regarding Unity and sincere religion, Allah commanded him in this verse as follows

Verily I, I(alone), am Allah. There is no god save Me. So worship (only) Me, and “ 
.” establish prayer for My remembrance

In this verse Allah enjoins him to worship Him and to associate none in worshipping

unto Him and to establish prayer in order that in His remembrance he glorifies and

.praises Him since prayer exists not save for the remembrance of Allah
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Or the purpose of the content meaning in this holy verse is that he should establish

.prayer so that He (s.w.t.) also remembers him in praising

In other words, in this holy verse, next to the statement of the most importart

principle of the prophets’ invitation, which is Unity, the subject of worshipping the One

God, as a fruit for the tree of Faith and Unity, has been referred to. And, immediately

after it, He has enjoined prayer; i.e., the greatest worship and the most important link

between the servants and the Creator, as well as the most effective means for that

.His Pure Essence might not be forgotten

****
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سٍْفَن ُّلکُ  يزَجُْتِل  اهَیفِخُْا  دُاکَأَ  هٌیَِتاءَ  هَعَاَّسلا  َّنإِ  - 15

یعَسْتَ امَِب 

يدَرْتَفَ هُاوَهَ  عَبََّتاوَ  اهَِب  نُِمؤُْی  َّلا  نمَ  اهَْنعَ  کََّنَّدصُیَ  لاَفَ  - 16

Verily the Hour (of Doom) is coming, (but) I will to keep it hidden so that every soul . “ 15
.” may be rewarded for its endeavour

Therefore let him who believes not in it and follows his own vain desires turn you . “ 16
.” away from it, lest you perish

Commentary: verses 15-16

Monotheism and Resurrection are at the top of Allah’s Messages for humankind.
.None is aware of the time of the event of Hereafter, save Allah

The occurrence of Resurrection is certain, but its time is hidden. In Hereafter, the

execution of Divine Law, and the accomplishment of rewards and retributions, is the

.same for all

After mentioning Unity and its explanation in the previous verse, here, in this verse,
:the second basic principle, which is resurrection, is referred to. It says

Verily the Hour (of Doom) is coming, (but) I will to keep it hidden so that every soul “ 
.” may be rewarded for its endeavour

According to this verse, the reason of keeping the exact time of Resurrection hidden is
cited that Allah wishes ‘to reward every person for his effort and endeavour’, so that

.a freedom of action comes into being for all human beings

p: 356

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5920 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The next verse has pointed to a fundamental principle, which is a surety of execution

:of all religious and training programs, where it says

Therefore let him who believes not in it and follows his own vain desires turn you “ 
.” away from it, lest you perish

The prophet must stand firm before the faithless people and their evil temptations. He

must afraid neither of the large number of the opponents nor be worried of their

plots, nor be doubtful about the rightfulness of his invitation and mobility of this Divine

.school

****
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یسَوُمایَ کَِنیمِیَِب  کَْلِت  امَوَ  - 17

يرَخُْا بُرِاَمَ  اهَیِف  یَِلوَ  یمِنَغَ  یلَعَ  اهَِب  ُّشهُأَوَ  اهَْیلَعَ  اؤَُّکوَتَأَ  يَاصَعَ  یَهِ  لَاقَ  - 18

And (Allah said) what is that in your right hand . “ 17

?” O Moses

He (Moses)said: ‘It is my rod: I lean on it, and I beat down leaves with it for my . “ 18
’.” sheep, and there are (also) other uses therein for me

Commentary: verses 17-18

Point

To show His power, Allah makes use of even the nearest and simplest means of

.ordinary life

!Moses’ Rod and White Hand

No doubt the divine prophets need miracles to prove their communication with Allah

.(s.w.t.), else everybody may claim prophethood

Moses (a.s.), after getting the command of prophethood, should receive its divine

proof, too. Therefore, in the same adventurous night, he received two great miracles

.(. from the side of Allah (s.w.t

:The Qur’ān explains this event as follows

And (Allah said) what is that in your right hand “ 

?” O Moses

:In answer to this question, Moses (a.s.) said

: …” It is my rod “ …‘
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And, since Moses wished to continue his speech with his beloved Lord, Who for the

first time had opened that door to him, and also since maybe he thought saying

merely ‘It is my rod’ was not enough and the purpose was to explain its usage, he

:added

I lean on it, and I beat down leaves with it for my sheep, and there are (also) other “…

’.” uses therein for me

Moses (a.s.) had gone in a deep astonishment that what a question it was and what

!sort of reply he was answering

****
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یسَوُم ایَ  اهَقِْلأَ  لَاقَ  - 19

یعَسْتَ هٌَّیحَ  یَهِ  اذَإِفَ  اهَاقَْلأَفَ  - 20

یَلولاُا اهَتَرَیسِ  اهَدُیعُِنسَ  فْخَتَ  لاَوَ  اهَذْخُ  لَاقَ  - 21

!” Said He: ‘Cast it down O Moses . “ 19

.” Then he cast it down, and lo! it was a serpent gliding . “ 20

’.” Said He: ‘Take it, and fear not, We will restore it to its first state . “ 21

Commentary: verses 19-21

Point

In the first couple of holy verses, mentioned in the above, Moses is commanded to

throw down his rod and he immediately, and without wasting any moment, threw his

rod down, when suddenly it became a great snake and began moving. Here are the

:verses

!” Said He: ‘Cast it down O Moses “ 

.” Then he cast it down, and lo! it was a serpent gliding “ 

The Arabic term /tas‘ā/ is derived from /sa‘y/ in the sense of ‘to walk swiftly’, so that it
.does not reach to the state of running

:In the next holy verse, He told Moses to take the rod. Here is the verse

’.” Said He: ‘Take it, and fear not, We will restore it to its first state “ 

Then, as soon as Allah, the Glorified, told him to take it and fear not, his fear went

away so that Moses (a.s.) put his hand into the mouth of the serpent and seized its

neck; so the
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‘( serpent changed into its first state, i.e., a rod. (The Commentary of Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi

It is cited in Majma‘-ul-Bayān that this rod was made of a heavenly piece of wood

which the former prophets had inherited from Adam, and Shu‘ayb (Jethro) had given

.(. it to Moses (a.s

:Explanations

Human beings naturally are afraid of dangers and the causes of vice and harm, and . 1
they avoid them. It is evident that Moses (a.s.), who is a man, also fears. What is

criticized, and even disgraceful, here, is heartily fear and anxiety from other than

Allah, which is against bravery and it is one of the evil qualities for the true believers,
.and Moses (a.s.), of course, had been far from it

The fear of Moses (a.s.), perhaps, was for the reason that he had considered the . 2
command of ‘cast it down’, respectful, like the command of ‘take off your shoes’, but

.when it changed into a serpent, he surprised

Intrinsically, this very fear is itself an evidence that that happening was a miracle,
otherwise, a sorcerer who himself knows that his sorcery is not a fact, naturally is not

.afraid of his own magic

In any moment, Allah gives life to millions of lifeless things, or He takes the life of . 3
millions of living creatures. Here, He also gave life to the lifeless rod and then He took

it back from it when it became a rod again. Keeping this event in mind, the question is:
can He not cause a living person to die, and then He restores him to his first state?

((The Commentary of Fī Zilāl-il-Qur’ān
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Verily, when Allah’s view changes a rod into a serpent, then what happens if He puts a
graceful view upon us? And, when the favoured thing of Allah can swallow all the

magic of the sorcerers, will His favour toward our hearts not swallow all the evil

?temptations

At the first onset of the adventure of Moses, there happened two miracles for him. . 4
The first was that his rod turned to be a serpent; and the second was that the serpent

.was restored to its first state

****
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يرَخُْا هًیَاءَ  ءٍوسُ  رِْیغَ  نِْم  ءَآضَْیَب  جْرُخْتَ  کَحِانَجَ  یَلإِ  كَدَیَ  مْمُضْاوَ  - 22

يرْبکُْلا انَِتایَاءَ  نِْم  کَیَرُِنِل  - 23

And place your hand under your armpit, it will come forth white (shining) without . “ 22
(,” harm, (and this also is) another sign (miracle

.” That We may show you of Our greater signs . “ 23

Commentary: verse 22

White Hand as His Power and His Sign

Another miracle of Moses (a.s.) was the ‘White Hand’, which has been mentioned in
three occurrences of the Qur’ān. One of them is where it says: “Enter your hand into

the opening of your bosom, …”(1) Another one is the verse which says: “And enter

your hand into the opening of your bosom,…”(2) And the third one is the

:abovementioned verse which says

, …” And place your hand under your armpit “ 

The meaning of these three verses can be gathered in a statement, saying: ‘Enter

your hand into the opening of your bosom as far as under your armpit’, so that it

comes out white and in perfect condition. This is another Sign of Allah. The verse

continues saying

it will come forth white (shining) without harm, (and this also is) another sign “…

(,” (miracle

However, Allah is All-Mighty and whenever and by any means that He intends He can

manifest His Power. The
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.miracles of the prophets can also be counted as a part of His Signs and His Power

Therefore, in the next verse, as a conclusion of the contents of the previous verses, it
implies that Allah gave these things to Moses in order to show him His great signs. In

:this regard, the verse says

.” That We may show you of Our greater signs “ 

The objective meaning of the phrase: ‘greater signs, is those very important miracles

.which were mentioned in the above

:Explanations

In order to improve a society, the sources and the origins of sedition and mischief . 1
.should be rooted out

.The first struggle of prophets is standing against the illegitimate rulers of their time . 2

Religion is not separate from policy. Moses (a.s.) started improving the government. . 3
 …” “Go to Pharaoh

.Struggling against the illegitimate rulers is a Divine duty, not a demonstration . 4

****
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یغَطَ هَُّنإِ  نَوْعَرِْف  یَلإِ  بْهَذْا  - 24

يرِدْصَ یِل  حْرَشْا    ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  - 25

يرِْمأَ یِل  ِ-رْ  سّیَوَ - 26

یِناسَِل نِم  هًدَْقعُ  لُْلحْاوَ  - 27

یِلوْقَ اوهُقَْفیَ  - 28

Go to Pharaoh! Verily he has transgressed . “ 24

(.” the bounds)

Section 2:The Ministry of Moses

Point

Moses’ prayer to help him with Aaron as his assistant – and to make the task of his

ministry towards Pharaoh easy for him – Reference to Allah’s plan to save Moses in
his infancy, from the hands of Pharaoh – Moses ordained to proceed towards Pharaoh

– Moses demands from Pharaoh the delivery of the Children of Israel – Moses

preaches Unity of Allah to Pharaoh

!” Moses) said: ‘My Lord! Expand me my breast . “ ) 25

,” And make easy for me my task . “ 26

,” And loose a knot from my tongue . “ 27

.” That) they may understand my saying . “ ) 28

Commentary: verses 24-28

The command of Moses' Messengership

From this verse on, the content of the verses indicate that the command of
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Messengership of Moses is issued, a great and
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heavy messengership, a messengership which begins with conveying the command

of Allah to the most powerful, and the most dangerous person of the people of the

:society of his time, Pharaoh. It says

(.” Go to Pharaoh! Verily he has transgressed (the bounds “ 

Transgression (tuqyān) means: ‘violating the bounds of all dimensions of life’;
/. therefore, such a person in Arabic is called /tāqūt

Yes, for improving a corrupt environment and creating a perfect revelation, we must

begin with the most mischievous ones and the leaders of disbelievers, those who

.have control over the functions of all essential elements of the society

Moses not only did not fear such heavy commission, and did not ask Allah for the least

alleviation, but also he embraced it eagerly to follow; and he wished Allah (s.w.t.) to

.give him the necessary means of succession in this commission

And in view of the fact that the first means of victory is a great spirit, a high thought,
:and an effective intellect, or, in other words, the ‘expansion of breast’, the verse says

!” Moses) said: ‘My Lord! Expand me my breast “ )

And since there are some difficulties along this way, which cannot be removed save

by the grace of Allah, in the second stage he asked Allah to make the affairs easy for

:him and to remove all the barriers from his way. He said

,” And make easy for me my task “ 

Then, Moses (a.s.) requested Allah to give him a better ability of speech. He also

:expressed specially the reason of this request. He said

,” And loose a knot from my tongue “ 

.” That) they may understand my saying “ )

This phrase, in fact, is an interpretation unto the previous verse. It means that he
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,asked to be able to speak so clear

p: 366

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5934 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.elegant, and expressive that every hearer could understand him

He demanded 4 things from Allah

In other words, as soon as Moses (a.s.) was commissioned to the Divine

:Messengership, he demanded four things from Allah

!” The expansion of breast: “My Lord! Expand me my breast . 1

,” A preparation for the conditions: “And make easy for me my task . 2

,” A fluent speech: “And loose a knot from my tongue . 3

…” Having an assistant: “And appoint for me an assistant . 4

And since Moses (a.s.) had been commissioned to different subjects, such as:
worshipping, political, revolutionary, social, ethical, personal, and congregational

affairs, and paying to every one of them naturally causes man to neglect some

.others, therefore, the expansion of breast is utterly necessary for obtaining them all

The expansion of breast is necessary both for the person himself and for fulfilling the

.responsibility, and Moses asked them all from Allah

****
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یِلهْأَ نِْم  اًریزِوَ  یِل  لعَجْاوَ  - 29

یخِأَ نَورُاهَ  - 30

يرِزْأَ هِِب  دْدُشْا  - 31

يرِْمأَ یِف  هُکْرِشْأَوَ  - 32

,” And appoint for me an assistant from my family . “ 29

;” Aaron, my brother . “ 30

,” Strengthen my back by him . “ 31

.” And associate him (with me) in my affair . “ 32

Commentary: verses 29-32

Point

Since carrying on the heavy responsibility of prophethood toward the final point

needs someone to aid so that it is impossible to afford it alone, then the fourth

:request of Moses (a.s.) from Allah was that he said

,” And appoint for me an assistant from my family “ 

:Then he mentioned his brother in particular, and said

;” Aaron, my brother “ 

Aaron was the elder brother of Moses. He was three years older than Moses, with a
tall stature and a well-proportioned body, and with a very eloquent tongue and an

.excellent apprehension. He passed away three years before the death of Moses

Aaron was one of the appointed messengers whom Allah bestowed on Moses (a.s.) in
.a way of His Mercy
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Then Moses stated his purpose why he asked Allah to appoint Aaron as his minister

:and assistant. He said
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,” Strengthen my back by him “ 

:And, in order to complete this meaning, he continued saying

.” And associate him (with me) in my affair “ 

Moses asked Allah that Aaron associated him both in the rank of Messengership and

in accomplishing that great mission. Thus, Moses did not ask Allah, only for the

ministry of Aaron, but he also requested for his prophethood. Yet, in all respects,
.Aaron was a follower of Moses in all affairs, and Moses was his leader

The reason why it is said in the verse ‘minister’ is that a minister carries out the heavy

affairs and duties of the guardian of the affairs. The Arabic word /wazīr/ (minister) is
derived from the word /wizr/ in the sense of ‘a heavy load’, and it is called to a person

who carries the burden of other’s responsibility on his back; and the Arabic term /’azrī/
’. also means ‘back

The prophet asked Allah that Ali(a.s) to be his assistant

However, it has been cited in many commentary books that the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) repeatedly recited these verses and said: “My Lord! Like Moses, I also ask for

(an assistant from my family”(1

Allamah Tabātabā’ī in the Commentary of Al-Mīzān says: “In the tradition of Rank, the

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told Ali-ibn-Abītālib: ‘O Ali! You are to me as Aaron was to

Moses, save that there is no prophet after me’. This tradition has been narrated in

.” one hundred ways by the Sunnites and in seventy ways by the Shi‘ite

Again, some of the traditions recorded in the books compiled by the scholars of the

Sunnite and the Shi‘ite denote that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) asked Allah the

same things
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that Moses had asked for the succession in his mission, with a difference that instead

:of Aaron he (p.b.u.h.) mentioned the name of Ali (a.s.) and said as follows

O Allah! I ask You the same thing that my brother Moses asked You that You expand “
my breast, and make easy for me my task, and loose a knot from my tongue that they

may understand my saying, and appoint for me an assistant from my family, Ali, my

brother. My Lord! Strengthen my back by him, and associate him (with me) in my

affair, so that we glorify You much, and remember You abundantly; verily You are

.” ever seeing of us

This tradition has been recorded in the Commentary of Durr-ul-Manthūr, by Suyūtī; in
Majma‘-ul-Bayān by the Late Tabarsī; and a great deal of the great scholars of the

.Sunnite and the Shi‘ite have also narrated it with some differences, of curse

Similar to this tradition is the tradition of Rank; wherein the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said

to Ali (a.s.): “Are you not content with (this fact) that you are to me as Aaron was to

?” Moses, save that there is no prophet after me

This tradition, which has been cited in the first level books of the Sunnites, and as

Mohaddith Bahrānī has said in his book entitled ‘Qāyat-ul-Marām’, it has been

narrated in one hundred ways by the Sunnites and in seventy ways by the Shi‘ite, is so

.authentic and valid that there is no room for any denial or rejection against it

However, another tradition in respect of the rank and position of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen

Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) may be considered, too, wherein the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
has said: “Verily Ali is from me and I am from him; and he is the master of every

believer after me.” (This statement is an indication to the rank of mastership and

.(.( Imamate of Ali (a.s
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This tradition has been authorized by many Islamic scholars, such as: Ibn-abī-‘Āsim,
;No. 1187; Al-Baqawī in Mu‘jam-us-Sahābah, No. 20-q; Ibn-‘Asākir, vol. 12, p. 108

Al-Juweynī, in Farā’id-us-Samtayn, vol. 1, p. 15; Fadā’il-ul-Khamsah, vol. 1, p. 342;

‘Abdu-r-Razzāq, in ‘Amālī, q-12: 1; At-Tayālisī, p. 829; Ahmad, vol. 4, p.p. 437-438; Al-
Fadā’il, p. 1035; Al-Quti‘ī in Ziyādātih, N. 1104; Ibn-ul-Maqāzilī, in Manāqib-i-Ali (a.s.), pp.
221, 23, 224, and 230. This very tradition in which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) says: “Verily Ali is
from me and I am from him, and he is the master of every believer after me” is also

recorded in Jāmi‘ah, vol. 13, p. 164 and vol. 5, p.296, No. 3796, published in Al-Madinah by

Tarmathī; Hilyat-ul-’Auliyā’, vol. 6, p. 294; Manāqib-ul-Khārazmī, p. 92; Jāmi‘-ul-’Usūl,
vol. 9, p. 470; Asad-ul-Qāyah, vol. 4, p. 27; Zakhā’ir-ul-‘Ughbā, p. 68; Al-’Isābah, vol. 2, p.
503; Ash-Shajarī-Fil-’Amālī, vol. 1, p. 134; ’Ihghagh-ul-Haghgh, vol. 4, pp. 37 and 210, and

in some other volumes of it. Al-Qadīr, by ‘Allamah ’Amīnī, vol. 1, p.376 and some other

volumes of it; Tarā’if, p. 65, by Sayyid-ibn-Tāwūs; Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 38, p. 296

****
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اًریِثکَ کَحَ  -ِ بّسَُن یْکَ  - 33

اًریِثکَ كَرَکُذَْنوَ  - 34

اًریصَِب انَِب  تَنکُ  کََّنإِ  - 35

,” So that we glorify You much . “ 33

”And remember You abundantly . “ 34

.” Verily You are ever seeing of us . “ 35

Commentary: verses 33-35

At first, we mention that Allah is Pure from any blemish and imperfection, then we

glorify Him and thank Him in the same manner that the great prophets did as a duty.
.They purified Allah from any polytheistic matters, fancies, and superstitions

The philosophy of government and power in a society is establishing spirituality in that

.society and promoting it there

Therefore, the true glorification of Allah is our struggling against the mischievous

rulers. Of course, that struggle is worthy that continues and is usually accompanied

with much glorification and remembrance of Allah in all the times; else every one

.remembers the Lord at the time of danger and hardships

:Thus, Moses (a.s.) states his words as follows

,” So that we glorify You much “ 

”And remember You abundantly “ 

.” Verily You are ever seeing of us “ 

Prophets always saw themselves at the presence of Allah, and they were content with

.His Will and His Expediency
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یسَوُمایَ کََلؤْسُ  تَِیتوُا  دْقَ  لَاقَ  - 36

يرَخُْا هًَّرمَ  کَْیلَعَ  اَّننَمَ  دْقََلوَ  - 37

.” Said He: ‘You are granted your request, O Moses . “ 36

.” And indeed We have conferred a favour on you another time . “ 37

Commentary: verses 36-37

The request o Moses is granted

Since in his sincere demands Moses (a.s.) did not intend anything but to deliver a

better and more complete service, Allah answered his requests promptly at the same

:time, and, as the verse remarks

.” Said He: ‘You are granted your request, O Moses “ 

When Allah informed Moses that He had granted him his requests, then following to it,
in the next verse, He mentions the Divine bounties given to Moses. It implies that this

is not the first time that Allah has bestowed His fovours on him, but he has always

been under the attentiveness and providence of Allah, and another time, in his

.childhood, he was conferred a favour, too

:The verse says

.” And indeed We have conferred a favour on you another time “ 

****
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یحَوُی امَ  ِ-كَ  مُّا یَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  ذْإِ  - 38

عَنَصـُْتِلوَ ِ-ي  نِّم هًَّبحَمَ  کَْیلَعَ  تُْیقَْلاَوَ  هَُل  ٌّودُعَوَ  ٌّودُعَ لِّ-ي  هُذْخـُأْیَ  لِحِاَّسلاِب  ُّمیَْلا  هِقِْلُیْلفَ    ِ مّیَْلا یِف  هِیِفذِْـقافَ  تِوُباَّتلا  یِف  هِیِفذِْـقا  نِأَ  - 39
یِنْیعَ یلَعَ 

.” When We inspired in your mother what must be inspired . “ 38

Saying) that: ‘Cast him into a chest, then cast it into the sea, then the sea shall . “ ) 39
cast him up on the bank; there shall take him one (who is an) enemy to Me and an

enemy to him.’ And I cast down upon you love from Me (that every one may love you),
.” in order that you might be brought up (and trained) in My sight

Commentary: verses 38-39

Moses' mother cast him in a chest into the sea

In this verse, the revelation attracts the attention of Moses to the following facts. It

:says

.” When We inspired in your mother what must be inspired “ 

This holy verse indicates that all the ways, which were ended to the deliverance of

.Moses (a.s.) from the rips of Pharaohs in that age, were wholly taught to his mother

Upon the meaning of this verse, in Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi‘, the commentary, it is cited that:
at the time when We inspired your mother whatever was inspirable; that inspiration

caused your deliverance from being killed; or that We sent an angel to her, in the

.same manner as We sent it to Mary
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The purpose of ‘inspiration’ here is to inspire something to the heart, not the idiomatic

term of revelation which is specially adapted for Divine prophets, since

Messengership is particular to men, as Sura Yusuf, No. 12, verse 109 says: “And We

have not sent before you but men from (among) the people of the towns, to whom

. …” We sent revelations

There was predicted for the people of Pharaoh that a child from the Children of Israel

would come into existence who could destroy the kingdom of Pharaoh. In order to

prevent that happening, Pharaoh had ordered his men to kill the sons of the Children

of Israel and to keep their daughters alive to work as slave-maids and serving

.wenches for them

However, Moses’ mother felt that the life of her newborn child was in danger. At that

moment the Lord, Who had appointed that child for a great raise, inspired in her heart

:as follows

, …” Saying) that: ‘Cast him into a chest, then cast it into the sea “ )

The Arabic term /tābūt/ means a wooden chest. It does not always mean, as some

.people think, the coffin wherein the dead bodies are put

Next to it, the Qur’ān adds implying that the sea is commissioned to cast it up over the

bank so that, at last, the one who is the enemy of Allah and the enemy of him takes

:him and fosters him in his lap. The verse continues saying

then the sea shall cast him up on the bank; there shall take him one (who is an) “…

.’ …” enemy to Me and an enemy to him

And, in view of the fact that Moses (a.s.) should be kept in a protective circle to be safe

for the way he had in front of him full of ascent and descent, Allah cast a ray of His

affection on Moses so that whoever saw him loved him in a manner that
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not only the one would not be willing to Kill him but also he might not accept that any

:harm should hurt him. The Qur’ān in this regard says

(, …” And I cast down upon you love from Me (that every one may love you “…

It has been said that the midwife of Moses (a.s.) was one of the people of Pharaoh.
She wanted to report his birth to the cruel men of the government. But, for the first

time, as soon as her eyes cast on the eyes of the newly born child, it seemed a light

glittered from the baby’s eyes which brightened the depth of the heart of the midwife

.so that she loved him in a way that all kinds of evil thought departed from her mind

:At the end of this holy verse, the Qur’ān refers to the aim of the event. It says

.” in order that you might be brought up (and trained) in My sight “…

By the way, this verse leads us to the concept that whenever Allah intends an action

to be done, He also provides its necessary means. Here, in order to protect Moses

(a.s.), He inspires in his mother that she casts her child into the sea. Then He

commands to the sea that it takes the chest carrying the child on the bank. He casts

into the enemy’s heart that he keeps him and He puts affection of the child in his

.heart

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Allah put such a love of Moses in people’s hearts that whoever

(saw him (a.s.) was interested in him.”(1

****
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نَِم كَانَْیَّجنَفَ  اًسْفَن  تَْلتَقَوَ  نَزَحْتَ  لاوَ  اهَُنْیعَ  َّرقَتَ  یْکَ  ِ-كَ  مُّا یَلإِ  كَانْعجَرَفَ  هُُلفُکْیَ  نمَ  یلَعَ  مْکُُّلدُأَ  لْهَ  لُوقُتَفَ  کَُتخُْا  یشـِمْتَ  ذْإِ  - 40
یسَوُم ایَ  رٍدَقَ  یلَعَ  تَْئجِ  َّمُث  نَیَدْمَ  لِهْأَ  یِف  نَیِنسِ  تَْثِبلَفَ  اًنوُتُف  كَاَّنتَفَوَ    ِ مّغَْلا

When your sister goes forth to say: ‘Shall I direct you to one who will nurse him?’ . “ 40
So We returned you to your mother that her eye be refreshed and she should not

grieve. And you did slay a man (of Pharaohic ones) but We delivered you from grief,
and We tried you with various trials; then you did tarry a number of years among the

people of Midian, then you came hither

!” as ordained, O Moses

Commentary: verse 40

Pharaoh and his wife found Moses in the chest

There were a few women who had a fundamental function in the history of the life

and struggles of Moses (a.s.). They were: Moses’ mother, the sister of Moses, his wife,
.and the wife of Pharaoh

.Pharaoh’s castle had been built by the Nile River

While Pharaoh and his wife were beside the water watching the waves, suddenly a

mysterious chest attracted their attention to itself. He ordered his men to take the

chest from the water. When they opened the door of the chest, surprisingly, found a
.beautiful newly born child in it, something that, perhaps, they would not think of

Pharaoh realized that the child must be from the Israelites who, being afraid of his

.officials, had chosen that fate for him

Therefore, he ordered his men to kill him. But his wife, who
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was barren, loved him very much, and the mysterious ray, which glittered from the

baby’s eyes, penetrated into the whole parts of the lady’s heart, and attracted her to

.himself

She appealed to Pharaoh for help and mercy and, calling the baby the delight of eyes,
asked him to dispense with killing him; and, at last, she succeeded to make him

.agreeable with her request

.But, on the other hand, the child had become hungry

He was crying and shedding tears, while he suck milk from the nipple of none of the

.nurses that they brought for him

.Now the rest of the story is said by the Qur’ān

After mentioning that Moses might be formed and trained in Allah’s sight, it implies

that: at the time when Moses’ sister, with the command of the mother, was walking

near by the Pharaoh’s castle, and watching the circumstances thereabout, and the

.baby’s fate in particular, she approached them to give them a suggestion

:The verse says

: …” When your sister goes forth to say “ 

She told the men of Pharaoh whether she introduced a woman to them who was able

:to nurse the baby. The verse continues saying

?’ …” Shall I direct you to one who will nurse him “…‘

Maybe, she added that this woman had a pure milk so that she was sure that the child

.would accept it

The agents of Pharaoh became happy by that statement and began going with her

.toward that lady

Moses’ sister, who showed herself as an unacquainted person and a stranger,
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.informed the mother of the matter

.The mother also, without losing her coolness, went into the court of Pharaoh

As soon as the child was put inside the lap of mother and smelt the smell of his

mother, an acquainted smell, he took
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the nipple of the mother eagerly and sucking milk with a great love and interest. The

sound of joy and happiness was heard from the audience, and the signs of pleasure

.and delight appeared in the eyes of Pharaoh’s wife

Pharaoh trusted the child with her, and his wife emphasized very much on the care

and protection from the child, and she ordered her that the child should be brought to

.her in short distances of time to see him

:It is in this condition that Qur’ān says

So We returned you to your mother that her eye be refreshed and she should not “… 
. …” grieve

Several years passed and Moses (a.s.) fostered in a circle of Divine Mercy and love

.and inside a secure and safe Place, until he gradually became a lad

One day, he was walking along a road where he saw two men who were quarrelling

with each other. One of them was from among the Children of Israel and the other

was a Coptic (one of the Egyptians who were the adherents of Pharaoh). Moses (a.s.)
went to help the oppressed one who was from the Children of Israel, and, in order to

defy him, bruised a sharp knock on the body of the Coptic man. This defense from the

.oppressed, with that very single knock, caused the Coptic man to die

As some friends of Moses recommended him, he came out privately from Egypt and

went unto Madyan and found a safe and sound shelter with Shu‘ayb (Jethro), the

prophet, explanation of which will be detailed in the commentary of Sura Al-QasasNo.
.28, Allah Willing

:It is in this point that, addressing Moses (a.s.), the Qur’ān says
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, …” And you did slay a man (of Pharaohic ones) but We delivered you from grief “… 

; …” and We tried you with various trials “…

And, after paving this long path and being bodily and spiritually prepared, because of

those events and trials that he passed successfully and with eminence, Moses (a.s.)
:was addressed as follows

then you did tarry a number of years among the people of Midian, then you came “…

!” hither as ordained, O Moses

However, passing the hard stages of trials was a preparation for reaching the rank of

.Messengership from the side of Allah and the spiritual state

****
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یسِْفنَِل کَُتْعنَطَصْاوَ  - 41

يرِکْذِ یِف  ایَِنتَ  لاَوَ  یِتایَاِب  كَوخُأَوَ  تَنأَ  بْهَذْا  - 42

یغَطَ هَُّنإِ  نَوْعَرِْف  یَلإِ  آبَهَذْا  - 43

یشَخْیَ وْأَ  رَُّکذَتَیَ  هَُّلعََّل  اًن  -ِ یَّّل لاًوْقَ  هَُل  لاَوقُفَ  - 44

.” And I have (prepared and) chosen you for Myself . “ 41

Go you and your brother, with My signs (miracles), and be not remiss in . “ 42
.” remembrance of Me

(.” Go, you both, unto Pharaoh! verily he has transgressed (the bounds . “ 43

(.” Yet speak gently to him, perhaps he may get admonished or fear (Allah . “ 44

Commentary: verses 41-44

Allah trained Moses for Messengership

Allah, in this holy verse, informs Moses that He has chosen him for His revelation and

Messengership and that he should be a medium between Him and people. He has

chosen him for the heavy duty of receiving Divine revelation, for achieving the

Messengership, and for guiding and leading His servants. He trained Moses and tried

him in the currents of difficult events and gave him power and ability in order that he

became apt from any point of view so that he could afford that great mission

:successfully. The verse says

.” And I have (prepared and) chosen you for Myself “ 

The Arabic term /’istinā‘/ is derived from /sana‘a/ in the sense of ‘emphasizing and

insisting on taking necessary action for improving something.’ As Rāqib has cited in his

Arabic
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dictionary by the name of Mufradāt, the Qur’ānic phrase means: ‘We have improved

you from any point of view as if I want you for Myself’; and this is the most

.affectionate statement that Allah has said upon this great prophet

****

Then, in the next verse, it implies: now that everything has been prepared, and all

necessary means have been provided with Moses, addressing both him and his

:brother, Allah (s.w.t.) says

(, …” Go you and your brother, with My signs (miracles “ 

These Divine signs, which encompass both the two great miracles of Moses, and

other signs of Allah, and the Divine teachings and programs themselves are also

.denotations to the rightfulness and legitimacy of his invitation

So, in order to strengthen their spirits and that they increase in their effort and

:endeavour, He adds

.” and be not remiss in remembrance of Me “…

Since remission and abandoning sharp conclusiveness may destroy the result of all

efforts, therefore, they must stand firmly and fear of no adventure. They must not

.relax their efforts before any power, either

****

After that, the main aim of this task and the point toward which they should direct

:their struggle has been defined. It says

(.” Go, you both, unto Pharaoh! verily he has transgressed (the bounds “ 

The factor of all afflictions of that vast country was, Pharaoh, because the cause of

progression or retardation, happiness or wretchedness, of a nation, before anything

.else, is the leaders and authorities of that nation
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****
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Then, at the beginning, the style of confronting Pharaoh which can be effective, and

:that they might influence fruitfully in him, is stated as follows

(.” Yet speak gently to him, perhaps he may get admonished or fear (Allah “ 

:Explanations

.The secret of a person’s success has lied in a full and permanent attention to Allah . 1

The first stage is self-improvement, and then the improvement of the society . 2
.comes forth

A preacher or an emissary should be brave, decided, and impenetrable so that the . 3
palace, power, and dignity of the cruel ruler do not make him terrified in

accomplishing his mission, or that, in negligence from the remembrance of Allah, he

.leaves out the necessary explicitness

The first step in enjoining right and forbidding wrong, and guiding the society, is a . 4
gentle speech. Even in facing with the most tyrannical ones, at first, the words should

.be clement and kind. Never must we be despair of the guidance of others

If a person is sent for an action as a manager, it must be tried that his spirit be filled . 5
.with love and feeling of pride and encouragement

****
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یغَطْیَ نأَ  وْأَ  آنَْیلَعَ  طَرُْفیَ  نأَ  فُاخََن  انََّنإِ  آنََّبرَ  لاَاقَ  - 45

يرَأَوَ عُمَسْأَ  آمَکُعَمَ  یِنَّنإِ  افَاخَتَ  لَاقَ لاَ  - 46

They (Moses and Aaron) said: ‘Our Lord! Verily we fear that he may exceed . “ 45
.” against us, or that he may wax insolent

’.” Said He: ‘Fear not. Verily I am with you both, hearing and seeing . “ 46

Commentary: verses 45-46

Point

The Arabic word /faruta/ means: ‘to precede, to be extravagantly reproachful or

insolent’. Therefore the phrase mentioned in the verse means: ‘we are afraid that

Pharaoh, before our reasoning and bringing miracles, precedes us and increases his

:insolence against the Children of Israel’. The verse says

They (Moses and Aaron) said: ‘Our Lord! Verily we fear that he may exceed against “ 
.” us, or that he may wax insolent

The thing, which is blameworthy for the prophets, is heartily fear from other than

Allah; else, natural fear is necessary for nature of those nobles and for all human

.beings. Every person, of course has this fear before dangers

****

Then, in the next verse, the Qur’ān implies that they should not fear, because not only

:Allah is with them, but also He helps them and guards them. The verse says

’.” Said He: ‘Fear not. Verily I am with you both, hearing and seeing “ 

p: 384

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5957 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Allah revealed Moses to answer Pharaoh's questions

Whatever Pharaoh asked them, He hears and reveals its answer to them; and

whatever he decides against them, He sees and defends them. Similar to this

meaning is mentioned in Sura Al-Qasas, No. 28, verse 35, where it says: “…and We will

, …”. give you both an authority, so that they shall not reach you

At the end, it is necessary to note that although all humankind are under the grace

and mercy of Allah, yet His grace is more for the prophets. Thus, having faith for the

believers that they are at the presence of Allah, and being certain that the Divine

helps are the factors of their bravery and spirits, as the current verse says: “…verily I
, …” am with you both

****
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عَبََّتا نِمَ  یلَعَ  مُلاََّسلاوَ  ِ-كَ  بَّّر هٍیَاَِب مِّ-ن  كَانْئجِ  دْقـَ  مْهُْب   ِ ذّعـَُت لاَوَ  لَیِئآرسـْإِ  یِنَب  انَعَمَ  لسِرْاَفَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ لاَوسُرَ  اَّنإِ  لآوقُفَ  هُایـَِتأْفَ  - 47
يدَهُْلا

یَّلوَتَوَ بََّذکَ  نمَ  یلَعَ  بَاذَعَْلا  َّنأَ  آنَْیَلإِ  یَحِوُا  دْقَ  اَّنإِ  - 48

So go you both unto him and say: ‘(O Pharaoh!) Verily we are Messengers from . “ 47
.your Lord

Send forth, therefore, the Children of Israel with us and do not chastise them. We

have brought you a sign (a miracle) from your Lord, And peace will be upon him who

!” follows the guidance

Verily it has been revealed unto us that the chastisement will be upon him who . “ 48
.” rejects (the Divine Signs) and turns away

Commentary: verses 47-48

Since teaching and guidance of cruel leaders to the right way had been an important

.and very hard task, Allah has repeated the command of going toward Pharaoh

Allah has stated for them the method of their invitation at the presence of Pharaoh in
five short, conclusive, and expressive sentences. One of them concerns the main

mission; the second states the content of the mission; the third mentions the reason

and the evidence of their mission; the fourth is the encouragement of those who

.accept the invitation; and the fifth is a threat against the opponents of it

:At first it says

So go you both unto him and say: ‘(O Pharaoh!) Verily we are Messengers from your “ 
. …” Lord
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:Then it continues saying

. …” Send forth, therefore, the Children of Israel with us and do not chastise them “… 

:After that, the revelation points to their evidence by saying

, …” We have brought you a sign (a miracle) from your Lord “… 

Therefore, as intellect directs, it is necessary that you ponder over our words and if
.they are right, you ought to accept them

:Then, as an encouragement of the believers, it adds

!” And peace will be upon him who follows the guidance “… 

This phrase may point to another meaning, too. It may say that safety and prosperity

both in this world and the Hereafter belongs to those who follow the godly guidance.
They will be free from disquiets, offences, Divine painful punishments, and social and

.personal difficulties of life. This is, in fact, the result of Moses’ invitation

****

At last, in the next verse, Moses and Aaron are told to say to Pharaoh the evil end of

:his disobedience from this invitation, by saying

Verily it has been revealed unto us that the chastisement will be upon him who “ 
.” rejects (the Divine Signs) and turns away

.This is a fact that ought to be said to Pharaoh manifestly

****
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یسَوُم ایَ  امَکُُّبرَ  نمَفَ  لَاقَ  - 49

يدَهَ َّمُث  هُقَْلخَ  ءٍیْشَ  َّلکُ  یطَعْأَ  يذَِّلا  انَُّبرَ  لَاقَ  - 50

یَلولأُا نِورُقُْلا  لُاَب  امَفَ  لَاقَ  - 51

یسَنیَ لاَوَ  ِ-ي  بّرَ ُّلضِیَ  َّلا  بٍاتَکِ  یِف  ِ-ي  بّرَ دَنعِ  اهَمُْلعِ  لَاقَ  - 52

?’ ” He (Pharaoh) said: ‘Who then is the Lord of you two, O Moses . “ 49

’.” He said: ‘Our Lord is He Who gave everything its creation. Then guided (it) aright . “ 50

?’ ” Pharaoh) said: ‘What then is the state of the former generations . “ ) 51

He said: ‘The knowledge of them is with my Lord in a Book. My Lord neither errs, . “ 52
’.” nor does He forget

Commentary: verses 49-52

Here, the Holy Qur’ān directly refers to the sayings of Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh.
When Moses was faced with Pharaoh, he repeated the proper and effective

sentences that Allah (s.w.t.) had taught him at the time of the command of

.Messengership. These verses have been explained formerly

:When Pharaoh heard these words, his first reaction was that

?’ ” He (Pharaoh) said: ‘Who then is the Lord of you two, O Moses “ 

It is wonderful that Pharaoh, who was proud and conceited, did not agree even to say

…?’ ‘Who is my Lord that you claim?’, but he said: ‘Who then is the Lord of you
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Moses (a.s.) at once offered a very inclusive but short introduction about the Lord, as

:follows

’.” He said: ‘Our Lord is He Who gave everything its creation. Then guided (it) aright “ 

In this short saying, Moses (a.s.) pointed to two fundamental principals of creation and

existence, each of which is some independent and clear evidence unto the recognition

.of Allah

Moses (a.s.) intends to make Pharaoh understand that this world of existence is

limited neither to him, nor to the land of Egypt; neither is it restricted to the present

nor to the past. This vast world has an old and future age when neither he nor

.Pharaoh had been or will be living

Then, two main problems are outstanding in this world: providing the necessities, and

applying the powers and possibilities alongside the path of progression of the beings.
.These can make Pharaoh acquainted with the Lord very well

When Pharaoh heard this interesting inclusive answer, he asked another question,
and said if the situation was like that what about the former people of them? The

:verse says

?’ ” Pharaoh) said: ‘What then is the state of the former generations “ )

In answer to this question of Pharaoh concerning the whole specifications of the

:former generations, Moses’ reply was as follows

He said: ‘The knowledge of them is with my Lord in a Book. My Lord neither errs, nor “ 
’.” does He forget

Thus, their account is preserved and, finally, they will receive the fruit of their deeds,
.whether they are good rewards or dreadful retributions

****
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یَّتشَ تٍابََن  نِم  اًجاوَزْأَ  هِِب  انَجْرَخْاَفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  لَزَنأَوَ  لاًُبسُ  اهَیِف  مْکَُل  کَلَسَوَ  اًدهْمَ  ضَرْلاَا  مُکَُل  لَعَجَ  يذَِّلا  - 53

He Who made the earth for you a cradle, and made for you therein paths, and . “ ‘ 53
sent down water from the sky’. Then, thereby, We brought forth kinds of diverse pairs

.” of plants

Commentary: verse 53

The Qur’ānic phrase which says: /salaka lakum/ can be rendered into two forms: 1)
Those roads and ways that Allah has arranged on the ground for men along which

.they may pass. 2) The ways of gaining incomes

In introducing Allah (s.w.t.) to Pharaoh, Moses (a.s.) said that his Lord is He Who gave

every thing its creation, and then guided it aright. Now, through these verses, he

points to some species of the Divine guidance in the nature. The abovementioned holy

:verse says

He Who made the earth for you a cradle, and made for you therein paths, and sent “ ‘
down water from the sky’. Then, thereby, We brought forth kinds of diverse pairs of

.” plants

However, the statement of Moses (a.s.) was around the subject of Monotheism and

knowing Allah. Therefore, in this verse, the revelation has pointed to four parts of the

great bounties of Allah which form the precedence of man’s life. Before anything else,
the place of residence and having peace is necessary. Then, next to it, communication

paths come forth. After that water and different agricultural products are
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important. So, the creation of the earth and its conditions are not aimless; they are for

.human kind

By the way, mentioning the law of conjugality in plants is one of the scientific miracles

.of the Qur’ān, which has been remarked in this verse

****
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یهَُّنلا یِلولأُ  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  مْکُمَاعَْنأَ  اوْعَرْاوَ  اوُلکُ  - 54

Eat (for yourselves) and pasture your cattle; verily in this there are signs for men . “ 54
.” of thought

Section 3:Moses’ encounter with Pharaoh

Point

Moses challenged to meet the magicians – The magicians were utterly defeated,
surrendered themselves to the true faith preached by Moses and Aaron

يرَخُْا هًرَاتَ  مْکُجُرِخُْن  اهَْنِموَ  مْکُدُیعُِن  اهَیِفوَ  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اهَْنِم  - 55

From it (the earth) We created you, and into it will We return you, and from it will . “ 55
We bring you forth

.” a second time

Commentary: verses 54-55

Some divine bounties

This verse has referred to the fifth and the last bounty of this group of Divine bounties

:where, implying the vegetables, it says

; …” Eat (for yourselves) and pasture your cattle “ 

:And, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān, pointing to all these bounties, says

.” verily in this there are signs for men of thought “…

.That is, the responsible intellects and dutiful minds can comprehend this fact
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The Arabic term /nuhā/ is the plural form of /nahiyah/ derived from /nahy/ which

means ‘to prohibit’; and /’ulinnuhā/ means: ‘the people endued with understanding

and intellect’. The wisdom in Arabic is called /nuhiyah/ because it prohibits man from

(following low desires. (adopted from Al-Mīzān, the Commentary

Once the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was asked: “Who are /’ulinnuhā/?” The Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “They have a good character, and they are kind unto the mothers

and fathers; they help the poor, the (needy) neighbours, and the orphans; they feed

(the hungry ones with) food. They spread peace and comfort in the world; and they

establish prayer while people are sleeping and unaware.” (The Commentary of Nūr-
(uth-Thaqalayn

****

Then, in the next verse, concerning the statement of Unity in these verses, and the

:creation of the earth and its bounties, Resurrection has also been pointed out. It says

From it (the earth) We created you, and into it will We return you, and from it will We “ 
.” bring you forth a second time

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) has considered the secret of the couple of prostrations in
each unit (rak‘at) of prayer and said: “The first prostration means: ‘O Allah! At first I
was from this soil’. When you raise your head from the ground, it means that: ‘You

have brought me out from this soil’. The second prostration means that: ‘You will

return me unto this soil’; and when you raise your head from the second prostration,
(it means that: ‘You will raise me up again from the soil in Hereafter’.”(1
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یَبأَوَ بََّذکَفَ  اهََّلکُ  انَِتایَاءَ  هُانَْیرَأَ  دْقََلوَ  - 56

یسَوُم ایَ  كَرِحْسِِب  انَضِرْأَ  نِْم  انَجَرِخُْتِل  انَتَْئجِأَ  لَاقَ  - 57

And indeed We showed him (Pharaoh) Our signs, all of them, but he rejected and . “ 56
.” refused

Said he: ‘Have you come to us to drive us out of our land with your magic, O . “ 57
?’ ” Moses

Commentary: verses 56-57

The miracles of Rod and White Hand

In this holy verse, another stage of the dispute of Moses (a.s.) and Pharaoh has been

reflected. The Holy Qur’ān begins this part of the incident with the following

statement implying that all the Divine signs were shown to Pharaoh but none of them

:affected in his dark heart. The verse says

And indeed We showed him (Pharaoh) Our signs, all of them, but he rejected and “ 
.” refused

This meaning refers to the miracles that, at the beginning of his invitation, Moses (a.s.)
showed Pharaoh. They were the miracles of the Rod and the White Hand and the

.inclusive content of his heavenly invitation

****

Now we may note to what Pharaoh, the tyrant, the proud, and the obstinate,
answered in front of Moses and his miracles, and, as it is the custom of all

.unreasonable rulers, how he accused that Messenger

:The verse says

?’ Said he: ‘Have you come to us to drive us out of our land with your magic, O Moses “ 
”
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This statement, as Pharaoh declared, is an indication to this meaning that they know

that the subject of prophethood and
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invitation to Monotheism, accompanied with these miracles, are all some plots to

overcome their government and that Moses wanted to expel them and the captains

.from the habitable land of their ancestors

This accusation is just the same weapon that all the unreasonable rulers and

colonialists have had and applied throughout the history. Wherever they found

themselves in a danger, in order to defy people alongside their own benefits, they

propounded the subject of the danger which threatened the country. Country, in that

circumstance, meant the government of those tyrannical rulers, and its existence

.meant the existence of theirs

****
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يوًسُ اًناکَمَ  تَنأَ  لآوَ  نُحَْن  هُفُِلخُْن  َّلا  اًدعِوْمَ  کَنَْیَبوَ  انَنَْیَب  لْعَجْافَ  هِِلْث  رٍحْسِِب مِّ- کََّنیَِتأْنَلَفَ  - 58

یحًضُ سُاَّنلا  رَشَحُْی  نأَوَ  هِنَی   ِ زّلا مُوْیَ  مْکُدُعِوْمَ  لَاقَ  - 59

یتَأَ َّمُث  هُدَْیکَ  عَمَجَفَ  نُوْعَرِْف  یَّلوَتَفَ  - 60

Pharaoh continued,) ‘Then we too will surely bring you sorcery the like of it; . “ ) 58
therefore appoint a tryst between us and you which neither we nor you shall fail to

’.” keep, in a place alike for both

Moses) said: ‘Your tryst shall be the day of festival, and let the people gather . “ ) 59
’.” together at the high noon

So Pharaoh turned his back and gathered his plan (fully), then (on the appointed . “ 60
.” tryst) he came again

Commentary: verses 58-60

Moses defined a day to challenge

As this holy verse implies, Pharaoh added that Moses should not suppose that they

were not able to bring some magic similar to those of his, but certainly he would bring

:it soon. The verse says

; …” Pharaoh continued,) ‘Then we too will surely bring you sorcery the like of it “ )

And in order to show a sharper conclusiveness, Pharaoh wanted Moses to appoint its

:date. The verse says

therefore appoint a tryst between us and you which neither we nor you shall fail to “… 
’.” keep, in a place alike for both
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****

But Moses, without losing his coolness, nor feeling any terror in himself, clearly and

decisively responded him that he was ready, too, to define the day and the hour of the

:meeting just then. The verse says

Moses) said: ‘Your tryst shall be the day of festival, and let the people gather “ )
’.” together at the high noon

****

However, after observing the wonderful miracles of Moses and the psychological

effect of those astonishing miracles on his companions, Pharaoh decided, by the help

.of his sorcerers, to challenge

Therefore, he appointed a proper tryst with Moses (a.s.) and left that meeting. He

gathered all his plots and plans then and brought them wholly available on the

:appointed day. The verse says

So Pharaoh turned his back and gathered his plan (fully), then (on the appointed “ 
.” tryst) he came again

The logical and free discussions, of course, should be performed at the presence of

people, while the factors of ‘time’ and ‘place’ must not be neglected, either. Thus, one

of the best arrangements that Moses (a.s.) made was that he utilized the national day.
He gathered, on that day, an assembly which became fruitful and supreme. On that

day, he behaved with such a manner that, when the sorcerers saw his miracles, they

.all changed their mind and their belief

****
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يرَتَْفا نِمَ  بَاخَ  دْقَوَ  بٍاذَعَِب  مکُتَحِسُْیفَ  اًبذِکَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  اورُتَْفتَ  مْکُلَْیوَ لاَ  یسَوُّم  مْهَُل  لَاقَ  - 61

يوَجَّْنلا اوُّرسَأَوَ  مْهُنَْیَب  مهُرَْمأَ  اوعُزَانَتَفَ  - 62

Moses said to them: ‘Woe to you! Do not forge a lie against Allah, lest He destroy . “ 61
.” you with a chastisement, and indeed he who forges (a lie) fails

Then they disputed upon their affair among themselves and kept the discourse . “ 62
.” secret

Commentary: verses 61-62

At last, the appointed day came. Moses (a.s.) was standing in front of the crowd of

people. A crowd among which there were some sorcerers, the number of them, as

some commentators have said, was seventy two men. Some other commentators

.have said that they were four hundred magicians, or more than that

Another group of that crowd were companions of Pharaoh and Pharaoh himself. And,
finally, the third group of them, which formed the majority of the crowd, was the

.ordinary people who had come to watch the event

At this time, Moses turned his face toward the sorcerers, or the companions of

:Pharaoh and sorcerers, and, as the verse says

Moses said to them: ‘Woe to you! Do not forge a lie against Allah, lest He destroy you “ 
.” with a chastisement, and indeed he who forges (a lie) fails
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The purpose of Moses (a.s.) from saying “Do not forge a lie against Allah” was

something or someone that was considered as a partner of Allah; or that they

attributed sorcery to the Miracles of the Messenger of Allah and accepted Pharaoh as

.their god

This very decisive word of Moses, whose tone was the tone of the invitation of all true

prophets and had no similarity to the word of the sorcerers, affected on the minds of

some people and produced a kind of divergence between the beliefs of the crowd.
Some of them demanded the gravity of action, while some others fell in doubt and

uncertainty, and probabled that Moses was a great prophet of Allah and his warnings

might be actual; in particular that his plain clothes and the clothing of his brother,
Aaron, were the same simple clothing of a shepherd. In spite of their loneliness, there

was not seen any faint or weakness in their decided faces. This was counted as

another evidence for the nobility of their sayings and programs. Therefore, the

:Qur’ān says

Then they disputed upon their affair among themselves and kept the discourse “ 
.” secret

Thus, you ought to enjoin good and forbid evil, then if it does not affect on some

.people at least, in some others may create doubt

However, considering the divine miracles as sorcery, is a forging against Allah; and a
calumniator against Allah both fails in this world and will be punished in the next world.

.Before bringing a miracle, of course, teaching people and warning them is necessary

****
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نأَ نِادَیرُِی  نِارَحِاسََل  نِاذَهَ  نْإِ  اوُلاقَ  - 63

مُکُِتقَیرِطَِب ابَهَذْیَوَ  امَهِرِحْسِِب  مکُضِرْأَ  نِْم  مکُاجَرِخُْی 

یلَْثمُْلا

یلَْعتَسْا نِمَ  مَوْیَْلا  حَلَْفأَ  دْقَوَ  اًفّصَ  اوُتْئا  َّمُث  مْکُدَْیکَ  اوعُمِجْاَفَ  - 64

They said: ‘These two are certainly two sorcerers who intend to drive you out . “ 63
.” from your land by their sorcery and wipe out your superior way

Therefore gather your plan (fully); then come in (an orderly) line, and whoever . “ 64
.” today is uppermost will be indeed successful

Commentary: verses 63-64

Authorities and rulers have an important function in the convictions of people. In the

same manner that Pharaoh told Moses that he had come to them to drive them out of

their land with his magic,(1)his adherents, too, declared the same thing in this verse

:about Aaron and Moses. The verse says

 …” They said: ‘These two are certainly two sorcerers “ 

Therefore, the sorcerers were told that they should not fear to combat with those

two, because these were the most outstanding and the greatest magicians of that

.large country

Another matter that the sorcerers were told was that the two wanted to drive them

out from their land by their sorcery, the land which was very dear for them as their

:souls, to which they belonged and it belonged to them. The verse says
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 …” who intend to drive you out from your land by their sorcery “… 

Moreover, they added that those two did not suffice to drive them out from their

country, but they wanted to play with their sacred things and to vanish their superior

:school and rightful religion. The verse continues saying

.” and wipe out your superior way “…

****

Then, the sorcerers were recommended that they would never doubt in coming

:united into the scene of struggle and in one row, and

, …” Therefore gather your plan (fully); then come in (an orderly) line “ 

The reason and secret of the victory in that significant combat was stated for them

.that it was in their unity

And, finally, the success and prosperity would be of that group on that day that could

:prove its superiority over the opposite group. The verse continues saying

.” and whoever today is uppermost will be indeed successful “…

****
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یقَْلأَ نْمَ  لََّوأَ  نَوکَُّن  نأَ  آَّمإِو  یَقِْلُت  نأَ  آَّمإِ  یسَوُمایَ  اوُلاقَ  - 65

یعَسْتَ اهَّنأَ  مْهِرِحْسِ  نِم  هِْیَلإِ  لَُّیخَُی  مْهُُّیصِعِوَ  مْهُُلابَحِ  اذَإِفَ  اوقُْلأَ  لَْب  لَاقَ  - 66

یسَوُّم هًفَیخِ  هِسِْفَن  یِف  سَجَوْاَفَ  - 67

They (the sorcerers) said: ‘O’ Moses! Will you throw, or shall we be the first who . “ 65
?’ ” throw

(!’ He (Moses) said: ‘Nay, do you throw (yours . “ 66

Then behold, their ropes and their rods seemed to him, by their sorcery, as if they

.” were sliding

.” Then Moses felt in himself a fear . “ 67

Commentary: verses 65-67

The Arabic word /hibāl/ is the plural form of /habl/ which means ‘rope, string’, and the

(. Arabic term /‘isiyy/ is the plural form of /‘asā/ (rod, stick

The Qur’ānic term /’aujasa/ is derived from /wajasa/ in the sense of ‘a hidden sound’
.and thus the word /’ījās/ is applied for the things which are hidden in inward

Amir-ul-mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) in Nahjulbalaqah, concerning the Commentary of the last

verse of the verses mentioned in the above, says: “The fear of Moses (a.s.) was for the

(effect of sorcery on the ignorant people.”(1
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However, the sorcerers untied and made decision to stand against Moses and

challenge with him. When they entered into the concerning arena, they began saying

:as follows

They (the sorcerers) said: ‘O’ Moses! Will you throw, or shall we be the first who “ 
?’ ” throw

But Moses (a.s.), who was completely assured of his final victory, did not make any

haste; and apart from it, in such circumstances winner is usually he who does not take

:the lead. Therefore, he responded them like this

(!’ …” He (Moses) said: ‘Nay, do you throw (yours “ 

The sorcerers accepted it and whatever means, such as ropes and rods, they had

brought with them they cast wholly on the land of arena. And, if we accept the

narration which indicates they were one thousand sorcerers, that means that, in a

moment, thousands of ropes and rods, in which some special material had been

.stored, were thrown in the middle of arena in front of the crowd

Then, suddenly, as a result of their sorcery, their ropes and rods seemed to the

.people and Moses (a.s.) as if they were moving

:The verse continues saying

Then behold, their ropes and their rods seemed to him, by their sorcery, as if they “…

.” were sliding

Yes, those ropes ands rods, in the form of some small and big snakes, in different

.colours and kinds, began sliding on the ground

It was a wonderful scene. The sorcerers, who not only were numerous but also knew

well the style of using the mysterious physical and chemical peculiarities of the

materials and the like of them. It could penetrate in the thoughts of the audience so

.amazingly that they imagined that those lifeless various things were animated
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The people of Pharaoh made a happy clamor. Some of them, because of horror, cried

.and withdrew themselves

It was at this moment that Moses (a.s.) was nearly frightened at the situation, thinking

that people might be so seriously charmed by that event that it was not easy for him

.to return them and their thoughts back to the reality

:The verse says

.” Then Moses felt in himself a fear “ 

****
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یلَعْلأَا تَنأَ  کََّنإِ  فْخَتَ  انَْلُق لاَ  - 68

یتَأَ ثُْیحَ  رُحِاَّسلا  حُِلْفُی  لاَوَ  رٍحِاسَ  دُْیکَ  اوعُنَصَ  امََّنإِ  اوعُنَصَ  امَ  فْقَْلتَ  کَِنیمِیَ  یِف  امَ  قِْلأَوَ  - 69

یسَوُموَ نَورُاهَ    ِ بّرَِب اَّنمَاءَ  اوُلاقَ  اًدَّجسُ  هُرَحََّسلا  یَقِْلأُفَ  - 70

.” Said We: ‘Fear not! Verily you are the uppermost . “ 68

And throw down what is in your right hand! It will swallow up, what they have . “ 69
.made

Verily what they have made is but a plan of a sorcerer, and the sorcerer will not be

’.” successful wherever he goes

Then the sorcerers fell down in prostration, saying: ‘We believed in the Lord of . “ 70
!’ ” Aaron and Moses

Commentary: verses 68-70

With no condition Allah (s.w.t.) promises His Messenger to promote him. But He

promises the believers to promote them upon the condition that they believe and

(keep their loyalty to Faith.(1

The reason of it is that prophets are loyal, but the believers may leave out their

.loyalty. Therefore, Allah says that they are the uppermost if they are faithful

However, at this time, the divine help and assistance came to Moses and the revealed

:command of Allah defined his duty, as the Qur’ān says

.” Said We: ‘Fear not! Verily you are the uppermost “ 
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.Thus, Moses (a.s.), who had lost his courage for a short moment, took heart again

:For the second time Moses (a.s.) was addressed and he was commanded

And throw down what is in your right hand! It will swallow up, what they have made. “ 
, …” Verily what they have made is but a plan of a sorcerer

Since the act of a sorcerer depends on the man’s limited ability while a Divine miracle

originates from the infinite power of Allah, therefore a sorcerer can perform only the

:things which he has practiced formerly. That is why the verse continues saying

’.” and the sorcerer will not be successful wherever he goes “… 

It is interesting that the revelation does not say: ‘Throw down your rod’, but it says:
“Throw down what is in your right hand!” This meaning may be as a heedlessness to

the rod and an indication to the fact that ‘rod’ itself is not an important thing, but the

thing, which is important, is the Will and command of Allah wherewith the less

.significant thing than the rod can work as it did

****

When Moses (a.s.) was ordered to throw down his Rod and he threw it down, the Rod

changed into a huge snake and swallowed all the means and tools of sorcerers’
.magic. A great uproar and tumult appeared among those people

Pharaoh was very terrified, and his companions attending there were also terribly

.surprised

The sorcerers, who recognized sorcery from other than sorcery, convinced

themselves that it was nothing save the Divine miracle and that Moses (a.s.) was

.certainly a messenger from the side of Allah
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:Therefore, as the verse says

Then the sorcerers fell down in prostration, saying: ‘We believed in the Lord of Aaron “ 
!’ ” and Moses

However, as soon as the sorcerers understood that the act of Moses (a.s.) was not a
sorcery, they involuntarily fell down in prostration and, those who were infidels in the

morning, joined the group of witnesses of the way of Allah in that very evening, and

by saying: “We believed in the Lord of Aaron and Moses”, they confessed that their

.action they performed had been wrong

They applied the word of ‘Lord’ in their sentence: ‘The Lord of Aaron and Moses’ since

Pharaoh had considered himself the Lord of those people. If they had used only the

name of Moses in their statement and said simply ‘the Lord of Moses’, Pharaoh might

have said: that he had trained Aaron. That was why the sorcerers, next to the word

‘Lord’, at first mentioned Aaron and then added the appellation of Moses (a.s.). (The

(commentary of Marāqī

****
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مْکَُّنَب -ِ لّصَلاُوَ فٍلاَخِ  نِْم  مکُلَجُرْأَوَ  مْکُیَدِْیأَ  َّنعَ  -ِ طّقَلاَُفَ رَحْ  -ِ سّلا مُکُمََّلعَ  يذَِّلا  مُکُرُیِبکََل  هَُّنإِ  مْکَُل  نَذَاءَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  هَُل  مُْتنمَاءَ  لَاقَ  - 71
یقَْبأَوَ اًباذَعَ  ُّدشَأَ  آنَُّیأَ  َّنمُلَْعتََلوَ  لِخَّْنلا  عِوذُجُ  یِف 

Said (Pharaoh): ‘Did you believe in him before I should give you permission? Verily . “ 71
he is the chief of you who has taught you sorcery, so I will certainly cut off your hands

and your feet on opposite sides, and I will certainly crucify you upon the trunks of

palm-trees, and you shall certainly know which of us is more severe and more lasting

’.” in punishment

Commentary: verse 71

Pharaoh had gathered all the skilful and expert persons in order to annihilate the

.(. truth, but they entirely were guided to uprightness by Moses (a.s

It is evident that that deed of the sorcerers was a sharp stroke over the entity of

Pharaoh and his arrogant, egoistic, and tyrannical government, so that it quivered all

the pillars of it. Therefore, he had no way save shouting angrily, threatening violently,
and showing his might and honour apparently. Then he addressed the sorcerers and

:behaved as follows

? …” Said (Pharaoh): ‘Did you believe in him before I should give you permission “ 

This arrogant tyrant, not only claimed that he governed over the lives and bodies of

people, but also he desired to say
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that their hearts were at his disposal and belonged to him; so that they should decide

.with his permission

Pharaoh did not suffice even to that, and at once he accused the sorcerers with an

:accusation, claming that they had plotted that plan from before, he said

Verily he is the chief of you who has taught you “… 

, …” sorcery

Undoubtedly Pharaoh knew and was certain that his saying was a lie, but it is known

that the arrogant and unreasonable rulers usually do not care any false or accusation

.when they feel their illegitimate position is in danger

Moreover, he did not suffice only to that vice, either. He threatened the sorcerers to

:death with the most violent tone, when he said

so I will certainly cut off your hands and your feet on opposite sides, and I will “…

certainly crucify you upon the trunks of palm-trees, and you shall certainly know

’.” which of us is more severe and more lasting in punishment

However, prophets work on the spirits of men, but the tyrannical rulers take

vengeance by hurting on their bodies. They are neglectful that conventions and

.beliefs of people cannot be changed by torturing and killing them

****
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آیَْنُّدلا هَایَحَْلا  هِذِهَ  یضِْقتَ  امََّنإِ  ضٍاقَ  تَنأَ  آمَ  ضِْقافَ  اَنرَطَفَ  يذَِّلاوَ  تِاَن  -ِ یّبَْلا نَِم  اَنءَآجَ  امَ  یلَعَ  كَرَِثؤُْن  نَل  اوُلاقَ  - 72

یقَْبأَوَ رٌْیخَ  هَُّللاوَ  رِحْ  -ِ سّلا نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  انَتَهْرَکْأَ  آمَوَ  اَنایَاطَخَ  انََل  رَفِْغیَِل  اَن  -ِ بّرَِب اَّنمَاءَ  آَّنإِ  - 73

They said: ‘Never will we prefer you (O Pharaoh) to the clear proofs (miracles) . “ 72
that have come to us, and to Him Who created us! Decree then whatever you desire

.” to decree, for you may decree only about the life of this world

Verily we have believed in our Lord that He may forgive us our faults, and the . “ 73
sorcery to which

.you did compel us

.” Allah is better and more lasting

Commentary: verses 72-73

Sorcerers believed in the Lord

Faith gives man both power and daring. Now, it is worthy to see what the reaction of

the sorcerers was before the intensive threats of Pharaoh. They not only were not

terrified and did not decamp, but also proved their presence in the scene more

:decisively. The verse says

They said: ‘Never will we prefer you (O Pharaoh) to the clear proofs (miracles) that “ 
! …” have come to us, and to Him Who created us

They told Pharaoh to command whatever he desired, but he should know that he

could command only in the life of this world and, in Hereafter, where they are

successful, he will be
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:involved with the worst punishments. The verse continues saying

Decree then whatever you desire to decree, for you may decree only about the life “… 
.” of this world

****

:Then, the sorcerers added this meaning to their statement, saying

Verily we have believed in our Lord that He may forgive us our faults, and the “ 
sorcery to which

.you did compel us

.” Allah is better and more lasting

In this way, briefly they implied that their goal was to be forgiven and to be purified

.from their former sins including opposing against the true Messenger of Allah

The Arabic term /xatāyā/ is the plural form of /xatī’ah/ which is called to the deliberate

(faults. (The dictionary of Lisān-ul-‘Arab

The Qur’ānic phrase which is recited: /mā ’akrahtanā‘alayhī min-as-sihr/ means ‘We

ask Allah to forgive us our faults and sorcery to which you did compel us’. And the

objective meaning of /’ikrāh min-as-sihr/ is the summoning of the sorcerers and the

.act of their sorcery

He who risks his own life in the path of Allah, grows in right conduct more and more at

.any moment

In these holy verses, the sorcerers stated three meanings concerning Allah (s.w.t.).
They said: ‘To Him Who created us’; ‘We have believed in our Lord’; and ‘Allah is

’. better and more lasting

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition has said: “Whoever counts himself better than others is
a tyrant”. He was asked then, whether those good doers who count themselves
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better than evildoers are tyrants. Imam said the explanation of the belief

p: 411

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5986 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


of the sorcerers, indicating that a person may change his mind in some moments;

therefore, they should not count themselves better since they are not aware of the

(end.(1

****

p: 412

Usūl-i-Kāfī, vol. 8, p. 328 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5987 of 6119

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_412_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ییَحْیَ لاَوَ  اهَیِف  تُومُیَ  مََّنهَجَ لاَ  هَُل  َّنإِفَ  اًمرِجُْم  هَُّبرَ  تِأْیَ  نمَ  هَُّنإِ  - 74

یلَعُْلا تُاجَرََّدلا  مُهَُل  کَِئَلوْاُفَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  لَمِعَ  دْقَ  اًنِمؤُْم  هِِتأْیَ  نمَوَ  - 75

یَّکزَتَ نمَ  ءُآزَجَ  کَِلذَوَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  نٍدْعَ  تُاَّنجَ  - 76

Verily he who comes guilty to his Lord, then for him is Hell, wherein he shall . “ 74
(.” neither die (to deliver) nor live (easily

And whoever comes to Him a believer (and) he has done righteous deeds, for . “ 75
.” such are the most sublime degrees

And) Gardens of Eternity beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they abide . “ ) 76
(.” forever and this is the reward of him who purifies himself (from evil

Commentary: verses 74-76

Sorcerers who were infidels in the morning became believers in that evening

After that sorcerers believed, they told Pharaoh that his deeds of torture and murder

were only for the life of this world while the wrath and Grace of Allah is permanent.
The Fire of Hell for the people of Hell is eternal, and the people of Paradise abide in
Paradise forever. The place of a believer, in Hereafter, is Heaven, but gaining a higher

degree therein depends on the amount of his purification for which he must struggle

and purify himself from pollutions and corruptions in the world from any point of view.
Among them are: refinement of the soul from deviated beliefs, purification of

character from vices, purification of body from treachery and
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.perfidy, and purification of deeds and behaviour from indecent acts

Thus, the Qur’ān in these verses implies that the sorcerers told Pharaoh that the

:reason that they believed in Truth was clear, because

, …” Verily he who comes guilty to his Lord, then for him is Hell “ 

And the great inflection of such a person in Hell is that neither he dies therein to

deliver from chastisement, nor does he live easily, but he permanently flounces

between death and life, a life which is more bitter and difficult than death. The verse

:continues saying

(.” wherein he shall neither die (to deliver) nor live (easily “…

****

:And, on the contrary, there is the state of the believers. The verse says

And whoever comes to Him a believer (and) he has done righteous deeds, for such “ 
.” are the most sublime degrees

****

And) Gardens of Eternity beneath which rivers flow wherein shall they abide forever “ )
(.” and this is the reward of him who purifies himself (from evil

How well those sorcerers purified themselves! When they decided to embrace the

Truth and to be heartily steadfast in its path, then they believed firmly and frankly, so

that, as the great commentator, the Late Tabarsī, has said: “They were sorcerers and

infidels in the morning but, in that very evening, they became the righteous witnesses

.of the path of the Truth

****
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Section 4:The Children of Israel follow Moses

Point

Moses ordained to march away with the Children of Israel – A miraculous way

through the sea is created by Moses striking his rod on the water of the sea – Moses

.gets through and Pharaoh drowned along with his hosts

یشَخْتَ لاَوَ  اًکرَدَ  فُاخَتَ  َّلا  اًسبَیَ  رِحْبَْلا  یِف  اًقیرِطَ  مْهَُل  بْرِضْافَ  يدِابَعِِب  رِسْأَ  نْأَ  یسَوُم  یَلإِ  آنَْیحَوْأَ  دْقََلوَ  - 77

مْهُیَشِغَ امَ    ِ مّیَْلا نَِم  مهُیَشِغَفَ  هِدِوُنجُِب  نُوْعَرِْف  مْهُعَبَْتاَفَ  - 78

يدَهَ امَوَ  هُمَوْقَ  نُوْعَرِْف  َّلضَأَوَ  - 79

And We indeed revealed unto Moses (saying:): ‘Take away My servants by night, . “ 77
and strike for them a dry path in the sea, with no fear of being overtaken (by Pharaoh)

(.” nor you be afraid (of being drowned

Then Pharaoh pursued them with his armies so (the bellows) of the sea covered . “ 78
(.” them, as they were covered (completely drowned

(.” And Pharaoh led his people astray and he did not guide them (aright . “ 79

Commentary: verses 77-79

The Children of Isreal rescued from being drowned

When the sorcerers and the people of Egypt believed in Moses (a.s.) and did not fear

from the threats of Pharaoh, the gate of the helps of Allah were opened to them and,
after that

p: 415

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 5990 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Moses (a.s.) was ordered to take people out of Egypt by night, and that Allah made the

sea dry for them and secured them from the harm of Pharaoh. (The Commentary of

:Fī-Zilāl-il-Qur’ān). The verse says

, …” And We indeed revealed unto Moses (saying:): ‘Take away My servants by night “ 

Thus, the Children of Israel became ready to set out toward the Promised Land

(Palestine), but when they reached the shores of the Nile, the men of Pharaoh were

informed of the event and, therefore, Pharaoh, accompanied with a large army,
pursued them. New, the Children of Israel found themselves surrounded by the sea

.and the enemy

:At this time Allah commanded Moses as follows

, …” and strike for them a dry path in the sea “…

The revelation, pointing to the dry path in the sea, informs Moses that it is a path that

:when you step on it, you will be faced

(.” with no fear of being overtaken (by Pharaoh) nor you be afraid (of being drowned “…

****

Therefore, Moses and the Children of Israel arrived to some paths which, by going

water aside, appeared inside the sea. At this time, Pharaoh and his army reached

beside the sea and were confronted such an amazing and unexpectedly scene. The

:verse says

 …” Then Pharaoh pursued them with his armies “ 

From one end, the last figure of the Pharaoh’s army entered the sea, and, on the

other end, the last figure of the Children of Israel went out of the sea. At this moment,
the pillars of water in the sea were commanded to return to their first state. The walls

of water waved and, like an old building the base of which is broken, fell down all of a
.sudden
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:The verse says

so (the bellows) of the sea covered them, as they were covered (completely “…

(.” drowned

And, in this way, an unjust cruel power together with its powerful forces were wholly

covered by the masses of water in the sea and were swallowed by the fish of that sea

:in the form of a ready made food. Yes, it is true that the verse says

(.” And Pharaoh led his people astray and he did not guide them (aright “ 

However, the Arabic word /’isrā’/ means ‘to travel by night’. The word /yabas/ is called

.to a place where it has become dry now

The term /darak/ means the losses which encompasses a person. And, the objective

meaning of the Qur’ānic term /‘ibādī/, mentioned in this holy verse, is the Children of

.Israel

****
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يوَْلَّسلاوَ َّنمَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  انَْلَّزَنوَ  نَمَْیلاَا  رِوُّطلا  بَِناجَ  مْکُاندْعَاوَوَ  مْکُِّودُعَ  نِْم  مکُانَْیجَنأَ  دْقَ  لَیِئآرَسْإِ  یِنَب  ایَ  - 80

O Children of Israel! We delivered you from your enemy, and We made a . “ 80
covenant with you on the right side of Tūr (the Mount Sinai), and We sent down unto

.” you Manna and quails

Commentary: verse 80

Manna and quails were sent down for the Children

The subject of the deliverance of the Children of Israel from the cruelty of Pharaoh,
and the descent of Manna and the quails for them when they were wandering in the

.desert, have been mentioned in the Qur’ān several times

The Arabic term /manna/ apparently means: ‘honey and hedysarum’, while /salwā/
.means ‘quails’, a kind of bird the meat of which is delicious and lawful for eating

The phrase “ and We made a covenant with you on the right side of Tūr”, mentioned in
the verse, is an indication to the event of the tryst of Tūr, the Mount Sinai, where

Moses, accompanied with a group of the Children of Israel, went. There, Allah sent

down the Tablets of Turah to Moses (a.s.). Law is usually the most important necessity

.of a community after dismissing the tyrannical ruler and formation of a government

This holy verse addresses the Children of Israel and, in general, all human being in

any time, and reminds them the great bounties that Allah has bestowed on them and

:leads them to the path of salvation. At first it says
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,…” O Children of Israel! We delivered you from your enemy “ 

:Then, the verse points to one of the spiritual bounties, when it says

(, …” and We made a covenant with you on the right side of Tūr (the Mount Sinai “…

As it was said in the above, this part of the verse points to the tryst when Moses and

some of the Children of Israel went to the Tūr Mount. It was in this very tryst that

Allah sent down the Tablets of Moses and spoke with him and all of them saw the

.special manifestation of Allah

And, finally, the verse points to an important material bounty which originated from

:the peculiar graces of Allah unto the Children of Israel. It says

.” and We sent down unto you Manna and quails “…

They were wandering in a desert where they had no suitable food. Then the grace of

Allah helped them and He gave them some delightful and delicious food to use, as

.much as they needed

However, the spiritual bounty is prior to the material bounty. At first He said: “We

made a covenant with you on the right side of Tūr”, which refers to the descent of the

Turah. Next to that He said: “and We sent down unto you Manna and quails”, which

.refers to the food of the body

****
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يوَهَ دْقَفَ  یِبضَغَ  هِْیلَعَ  لِْلحْیَ  نمَوَ  یِبضَغَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  َّلحِیَفَ  هِیِف  اوْغَطْتَ  لاَوَ  مْکُانَْقزَرَ  امَ  تِاَب  -ِ یّطَ نِم  اوُلکُ  - 81

Eat of the good things We have provided for your sustenance, but commit no . “ 81
excess therein, lest My Wrath should descend on you, and on whomever My Wrath

.” does descend, he is lost indeed

Commentary: verse 81

:After mentioning those three valuable bounties, this verse addresses them and says

Eat of the good things We have provided for your sustenance, but commit no excess “ 
, …” therein, lest My Wrath should descend on you

Insolence, concerning the Divine bounties, is that a person, instead of using them in
the path of obedience of Allah and the path of his own felicity, uses them as a means

of sinning, ingratitude, disbelief, obstinacy, and prodigality, as the Children of Israel

.did in the like manner

:And, following that matter, the verse continues saying

.” and on whomever My Wrath does descend, he is lost indeed “…

The Qur’ānic term /hawā/ originally means: ‘to fall from a height down’, the result of

which is usually destruction. Moreover, here the term also indicates to the fall of

spiritual rank: separation from nearness of Allah, and being sent away from His

presence. Yet, the real fall for a man is to be involved in the Wrath of Allah, such as

.political failure, economical bankruptcy, and the like of them
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يدَتَهْا َّمُث  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَاءَو  بَاتَ  نمَِل  رٌاَّفغََل  ِ-ي  نّإِو - 82

And verily I am the most forgiving to him who repents and believes and does . “ 82
.” righteous deed, and at last is guided

Commentary: verse 82

Next to the previous verse, which ended with a warning, this verse consists of the

glad tidings of Allah, the good tidings to accepting repentance and forgiveness. This

style is seen in all occurrences of the Qur’ān concerning those occasions which are

.similar to this one

Of course, repentance from any sin and fault should be proportional to that very sin

and fault. For example, the repentance of a person who has not established a

statutory prayer is that he should fulfill that prayer; the repentance of hurting people

is apology; the repentance of concealment of a fact is its announcement; the

repentance of polytheism is belief in Allah; and the repentance of consuming people’s
(. wealth is to return the wealth to its owner(s

And since warnings and threats should be followed by encouragement and glad

tidings, in order to equally remove the potential fear and hope, which are the main

factors of development, and to open the doors of return to the repentant, in this

:verse, He says

And verily I am the most forgiving to him who repents and believes and does “ 
.” righteous deed, and at last is guided
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The application of the word /qaffār/ (The most forgiving) in this verse is an indication

.to the fact that Allah forgives such people not only once but also for many times

Some Islamic traditions denote that the purpose of the word /’ihtadā/, mentioned in
this verse, has also been rendered into the guidance toward the mastership of Ahlul-

(. Bayt (a.s.) (the immaculate Imams

(Commentary of Burhān; and Kāfī, vol. 8, p. 393)

The reason of this idea is that Faith and righteous deeds, without the acceptance of

the guidance of the Divine leaders, are not enough. (Yes, When there are both Faith

and righteous deeds in one believer but he does not pave the path of guidance of the

.( Divine leaders, he will become the prey of others, such as Sāmīrī and Bal‘am Bā‘ūrā

Thus, the phrase “and at last is guided” is an indication to the necessity of the

acceptance of mastership and obedience to the leadership of the Divine leaders. That

is, repentance, faith, and righteous deeds are accepted and cause felicity when they

are under the light of the guidance of Divine leaders. Once this guidance was at the

time Moses (a.s.), and another time it was in the time of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.);
then it was at the time of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.); and today it relates to Hadrat

.(. Mahdī (a.s

The reason of it is that one of the principals of religion is the acceptance of the

invitation and the leadership of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and then the acceptance of the

.leadership of his true successors

The Late Tabarsī, concerning the commentary of this verse, narrates a tradition from

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said: “The objective meaning of the phrase /θummahtadā/ is

the guidance unto the leadership of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.)” Then he (a.s.) added: “By Allah, if
a man spends all his lifetime in
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Divine service (close to the Ka‘bah) between ‘Rukn and Maqhām (station of

Abraham)’, then he dies in the state that he has not accepted our mastership, Allah

(.” will throw him by face into the Fire (of Hell

Hākim Abul-Ghāsim Huskānī, The well-known scholar of hadīth of the Sunnites, has

(also narrated this tradition in his book. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the Commentary

There have been recorded many other traditions in this field narrated from Imam

.(. Zayn-ul-‘Ābidīn (a.s.), Imam Sādiq (a.s.), and the Prophet himself (p.b.u.h

In order to know how deep the abandonment of this principal is destructive, it is

enough to study the following verses and see how the Children of Israel were

involved in worshipping the Calf, idolatry, and infidelity as the result of abandonment

of the mastership and leaving the line of following Moses (a.s.) and his successor

.Aaron

However, to be a believer, and to become a believer, is important, but remaining in

.” Faith is more important. “…and at last is guided

****
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یسَوُم ایَ  کَِموْقَ  نعَ  کَلَجَعْأَ  آمَوَ  - 83

یضَرْتَِل   ِ بّرَ کَْیَلإِ  تُْلجِعَوَ  يرَِثأَ  یلَعَ  ءِلآوُْا  مْهُ  لَاقَ  - 84

ُّيرِِماَّسلا مُهَُّلضَأَوَ  كَدِْعَب  نِم  کَمَوْقَ  اَّنتَفَ  دْقَ  اَّنإِفَ  لَاقَ  - 85

?’ ” And (Allah said): ‘What caused you to hasten from your people, O’ Moses . “ 83

Said (Moses): ‘They are upon my track, and I hastened unto You, my Lord, that . “ 84
’.” You might be pleased

Said He: ‘Verily We have tested your people in your absence and the Sāmirī has . “ 85
’.” led them astray

Commentary: verses 83-85

The Children of Isreal worshiped Calf

Upon the commentary of these verses, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) has illustrated the feature of

a lover as this: “A lover thinks neither of food, clothing, and residence, nor does he

have calmness and tranquility until he reaches what he is desirous to; as Moses,
desirous to receive revelation from the Lord, did neither sleep nor feed, and he said to

the Lord that he had come to Him sooner than his people in order that He became

(pleased.”(1

Then the Qur’ān refers to another important part of the life of Moses (a.s.) and the

Children of Israel, which relates to the time when he (a.s.), accompanied with a

number of the representatives of the Children of Israel, went to the tryst of Tūr

.Mount, and, in their absence, the Children of Israel committed Calf worship
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It was appointed that Moses (a.s.) would go to Tūr to take the laws of the Turah, and

.some of the Children of Israel might also accompany him along that way

But, in view of the fact that the desire of conversation to Allah was flaming in the heart

.of Moses, he went alone to the tryst of the Lord before others

:Here, the revelation was sent down to him as follows

?’ ” And (Allah said): ‘What caused you to hasten from your people, O’ Moses “ 

:Then Moses immediately answered Him, as the verse says

Said (Moses): ‘They are upon my track, and I hastened unto You, my Lord, that You “ 
’.” might be pleased

Moses implied that not only the love of conversation to Him and listening to His

statements had made him impatient, but also he had been desirous to take His Laws

and ordinances as soon as possible to convey them to His servants, so that, by this

manner, he could attract His pleasure better. Yes, Moses was in love of Allah’s
.pleasure and was also desirous to hear His command

Yet, in this meeting, his tryst prolonged from thirty nights to forty nights, and different

grounds of aberration, which had existed among the Children of Israel from before,
manifested. Samirī, that heretic but clever man, by means of some materials made a
Calf and invited people to worshipping it. Then, it was in the same tryst that Allah told

:Moses that his people did not pass their trial well. The verse says

Said He: ‘Verily We have tested your people in your absence and the Sāmirī has led “ 
’.” them astray

With the presence of the leader in the society, the enemies cannot do any thing. The

.heretic persons usually misuse the absence of the Divine leader in the society

****
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مْکُْیلَعَ َّلحِیَ  نأَ  مُّْتدرَأَ  مْأَ  دُهْعَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  لَاطَفَأَ  اًنسـَحَ  اًدعْوَ  مْکُُّبرَ  مْکُدْعِیَ  مَْلأَ  مِوْقَایَ  لَاقَ  اًفسـِأَ  نَابَضـْغَ  هِِموْقَ  یَلإِ  یسـَوُم  عَجَرَفَ  - 86
يدِعِوَّْم مُتْفلَخْاَفَ  مْکُ  -ِ بَّّر نِم  بٌضَغَ 

Then Moses returned to his people angry and sad, saying: ‘O my people! did not . “ 86
your Lord promise you a fair promise (the descent of the Turah)? Did then the time (of

my absence) seem so long to you? Or did you desire that Wrath should descend from

?’ ” your Lord on you so that you failed in your tryst with me

Commentary: verse 86

people disobeyed Aaron by Calf worship

By hearing this matter, Moses became so angry that as if his whole entity burnt.
Perhaps he was saying to himself that he had worked and tried studiously, confronted

any danger and laboured for long years until when that community became

acquainted with Monotheism, but alas! and alas again that because of a few days of

his absence all his efforts were lost. That was why he immediately returned to those

:people. The verse says

, …” Then Moses returned to his people angry and sad “ 

:When Moses saw the hideous scenery of Calf worship, he shouted at them

saying: ‘O my people! did not your Lord promise you a fair promise (the descent of “…

(? …” the Turah

This ‘fair promise’, mentioned in the verse, was either the promise that he had given

to the Children of Israel upon the descent of the Turah and the statement of heavenly

ordinances
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in it; or the promise of victory and delivering them from the people of Pharaoh and

becoming the inheritor of the earth; or the promise of forgiveness for the repentant,
.or all of the abovementioned promises

:Then, Moses (a.s.) added

Did then the time (of my absence) seem so long “… 

? …” to you

Or, by means of this hideous action, they opposed him in their appointment in order to

:cause the chastisement of Allah to be descended on them. The verse says

Or did you desire that Wrath should descend from your Lord on you so that you “…

?’ ” failed in your tryst with me

There are two points here which must be noted. In this verse, two promises have

been referred to. One of them is the promise from the side of Allah, i.e., the descent of

the Turah; and the other is the promise from the side of Moses (a.s.) to his people that

when he was absent they should obey his brother Aaron, but the people, by their Calf

worship, ignored both them. When Moses (a.s.) was reprimanding them he questioned

them, about their aberration. He questioned whether their aberration was done

deliberately and they went toward the Wrath of Allah knowingly, or they did it

neglectfully. He also asked them whether they went astray for the reason that his

.absence prolonged from thirty days to forty days

In this verse, similar to the content of verse No. 81, the Wrath of Allah has been

pointed out, with a difference that: in that verse the cause of the Wrath of Allah has

been stated the disobedience of people, while here its reason has been mentioned

the people’s breach of promise. These are the factors in which the secret of the

.defeat of the Children of Israel is hidden
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ُّيرِِماَّسلا یقَْلاَ  کَِلذَکَفَ  اهَانَْفذَقَفَ  مِوْقَْلا  هِنَیزِ  نِم  اًرازَوْأَ  آنَْل  -ِ مّحُ اَّنکَِلوَ  انَکِْلمَِب  كَدَعِوْمَ  انَْفلَخْأَ  آمَ  اوُلاقَ  - 87

They said: ‘We did not fail in our tryst with you of our own accord, but we were . “ 87
laden with burdens of ornaments of the people, then we cast them (in the fire), and

’.” thus did the Sāmirī suggest

Commentary: verses 87

Samiri suggested them to worship Calf

In order to flee from punishment, sinners usually take refuge to some pretexts, such

as compulsion, aversion, and outward coercion. A society, the Faith of which is feeble

and it easily accepts an undue sovereignty, by means of an adroit trick, may lose

.every thing it has

It was for this reason that when the Children of Israel found themselves before the

intensive protest of Moses (a.s.) and understood that they had done an indecent

:action, tried to bring some pretexts. The verse says

, …” They said: ‘We did not fail in our tryst with you of our own accord “ 

That is, in fact, we ourselves did not tend to Calf worship by our will, but it was Sāmirī

:who suggested it. The verse continues saying

but we were laden with burdens of ornaments of the people, then we cast them (in “…

’.” the fire), and thus did the Sāmirī suggest

****
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یَسِنَفَ یسَوُم  هَُلإِوَ  مْکُهَُلإِ  اذَهَ  اوُلاقَفَ  رٌاوَخُ  هَُّل  اًدسَجَ  لاًجْعِ  مْهَُل  جَرَخْاَفَ  - 88

مْهَُل کُِلمْیَ  لاَوَ  لاًوْقَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  عُجِرْیَ  َّلاأَ  نَوْرَیَ  لاَفَأَ  - 89

اًعْفَن لاَوَ  اًرّضَ 

Then he (Sāmirī) produced for them a (mere) body of a Calf that lowed. So they . “ 88
said: ‘This is your god and the god of Moses’, but he forgot (both the Lord and Moses’

(.” teachings

Do they not see then that it (the Calf) returns to them no saying and possesses . “ 89
?” neither harm nor profit for them

Commentary: verses 88-89

Samiri himself was more worthy to be worshiped that Calf

One of the smartnesses of Sāmirī was that he did not show those people how he

constructed the Calf, and the people, all of a sudden, were faced with a lowing Calf

:that Sāmirī had constructed. The verse says

Then he (Sāmirī) produced for them a (mere) body of a Calf that lowed. So they said: “ 
“This is your god and the god of Moses’, but he forgot (both the Lord and Moses’

(.” teachings

The Children of Israel did not contemplate that if that Calf were worthy of worship,
Sāmirī himself, who was the constructor of it, would be more worthy of worship while

.they did not worship him

:However, as a blame and reprimand upon those idolaters, Allah says
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Do they not see then that it (the Calf) returns to them no saying and possesses “ 
?” neither harm nor profit for them

A real deity should at least be able to answer the questions of the servants. Can the

sound of lowing heard from the golden statue of a Calf alone be an acceptable and

?sufficient reason for people to worship it

Moreover, can a thing, which is not the possessor of the harm and the profit of others,
?or even of itself, be an object of worship

Besides, the intellect judges that the object of worship of a man should be able to

.attract profit for him and to repel harms from him

****
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Section 5:Children of Israel deceived by Sāmirī

Point

Moses questions Aaron as to how the people were misled – Sāmirī questioned by

Moses – Sāmirī confesses his action

يرِْمأَ اوعُیطِأَوَ  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  نُمَحَّْرلا  مُکَُّبرَ  َّنإِوَ  هِِب  مُتنِتُف  امََّنإِ  مِوْقَایَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  نُورُاهَ  مْهَُل  لَاقَ  دْقََلوَ  - 90

یسَوُم انَْیَلإِ  عَجِرْیَ  یَّتحَ  نَیفِکِاعَ  هِْیلَعَ  حَرَْبَّن  نَل  اوُلاقَ  - 91

And (yet) Aaron had aforetime said to them: ‘O my people! Verily you are being . “ 90
(; tested therewith (the Calf), and verily your Lord is the Beneficent (Allah

’.” therefore follow me and obey my order

’.” They said: ‘Never will We cease worshipping it, until Moses returns unto us . “ 91

Commentary: verses 90-91

Children of Isreal had been slaves before Allah made them free

At the time of appearing an innovation, the duty of a leader and his followers is that

.they should protest loudly and give an ultimatum

That was why Aaron, the successor of Moses and the great prophet of Allah, did not

leave out his prophetic mission and fulfilled the duty of struggling against aberration

.and corruption as much as he could

:As the Qur’ān in this regard says
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And (yet) Aaron had aforetime said to them: ‘O my people! Verily you are being “ 
tested therewith

(,...” the Calf)

Therefore, they should be careful not to be deceived and not to go astray from the

.path of Monotheism

Then, the Qur’ān adds that their Lord is surely that very Beneficent Allah Who has

:bestowed on them all of these bounties. The verse says

(;…” and verily your Lord is the Beneficent (Allah “… 

This statements implies that formerly they were slaves and He made them free; they

were captives, He delivered them; they were misguided, He guided them; they were

in dispersion He gathered them and, under the light of the leadership of a godly man,
united them; they were ignorant and immoral, He cast the light of knowledge over

them, and He guided them unto the Straight Path of Monotheism. The verse,
:addressing them, from the tongue of Aaron says

’.” therefore follow me and obey my order “…

It implies that whether they have forgotten that his brother, Moses, has introduced

him as his successor and has made the obedience of Aaron (a.s.) obligatory for them.
?Why have they committed breach of promise

****

But the Children of Israel had so obstinately been attached to the Calf that the strong

logic and the clear evidences of that godly man, that sympathetic leader, did not

:influence in them, and they manifestly opposed Aaron. The verse says

’.” They said: ‘Never will We cease worshipping it, until Moses returns unto us “ 
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Thus, they refused both the firm order of intellect, and the command of the successor

.of their Divine leader

But in any case, Aaron accompanied with a minority of the true believer, who were

about ten thousand persons, separated from that community, while a majority of

.them, who were ignorant and obstinate, wanted to kill him

They were neglectful that obedience from the successor and representative of the

prophet was obligatory for them. They did not care that following the Divine leaders

.was the secret of immunity from seditions

****
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اوُّلضَ مْهُتَْیأَرَ  ذْإِ  کَعَنَمَ  امَ  نُورُاهَایَ  لَاقَ  - 92

يرِْمأَ تَْیصَعَفَأَ  نِعَِبَّتتَ  َّلاأَ  - 93

یِلوْقَ بُْقرْتَ  مَْلوَ  لَیِئآرسْإِ  یِنَب  نَْیَب  تَْقَّرفَ  لَوقُتَ  نأَ  تُیشِخَ  ِ-ي  نّإِ یسِْأرَِب  لاَوَ  یِتیَحِْلِب  ذْخُأْتَ  َّمؤُنَْبیَ لاَ  لَاقَ  - 94

,” Moses) said: ‘O Aaron! What hindered you when you saw them going astray . “ ) 92

?’ ” So that you did not follow me? Did you then disobey my order . “ 93

Said (Aaron): ‘O son of my mother! Seize me neither by my beard nor by (the hair . “ 94
of) my head! Verily I feared lest you would say ‘You have caused division among the

!’ ” Children of Israel, and you did not observe my word

Commentary: verses 92-94

After Tur, Moses divided his people into three groups

When Moses (a.s.) returned from Tūr (Mount Sinaie) and found his people misguided,
:he interrogated three types of people

His people, whom he asked: “Did not your Lord promise you a fair promise (the . 1
(descent of the Turah)?”(1

…?” Aaron, to whom he said: “What hindered you . 2

?” Sāmirī, whom Moses addressed and said: “What then was your object, O Sāmirī . 3

As it is recorded in Atyab-ul-Bayān, the commentary, since Aaron was a prophet and

was sinless, he had done his duty of
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enjoining good and forbidding evil. Therefore, the action of Moses (a.s.) against Aaron

can idiomatically be rendered into a ‘sham quarrel’, or he says: ‘If the cap fits, wear it’,
.and he addresses Aaron so that people might be careful of their own accountability

But, there is a tradition recorded in At-Tafsīr-us-Sāfī, narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.),
which says that the reprimand of Moses (a.s.) was this that why Aaron (a.s.) did not

.immediately inform Moses of that circumstance when he saw it

Concerning the methods of teaching, in order to move the common opinions, or to

shake the lifeless body of a society, sometimes we must invent a new action, as

Moses (a.s.) behaved so harshly unto his own sinless successor, Aaron; or when Amir-
ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) was preaching for people, in order to attract their attention, he

.slapped hardly in his own face

However, at first Moses (a.s.) turned his face to his brother Aaron, and said: “O Aaron!
,” What hindered you when you saw them going astray

?’ ” So that you did not follow me? Did you then disobey my order “ 

Did I not tell you: “Be my successor among people, and set the (people’s) affairs right

?and do not follow the way of mischief-makers” when I wanted to leave for the tryst

The purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase which is recited: /’allā tattabi‘ani/ is: ‘Why did you

?’ not follow my style and my ordinances in severity of action concerning idolatry

Moses (a.s.), with an intensive anger and violence, said these words to his brother

.shouting at him, while he was taking his hair and his head and dragging Aaron
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Aaron called Moses as the son of his mother

In order to sooth and to decrease his inflammation, Aaron called him as the son of his

mother (in stead of his brother) and wanted him not to seize him by his beard and his

head, since he though if he raised to struggle against them there would appear a

great dispersion among the Children of Israel. Also, he feared that at the time of his

return, Moses might say that he had caused division among the Children of Israel and

in his absence he had not observed his order and had not acted his instructions. The

:verse says

Said (Aaron): ‘O son of my mother! Seize me neither by my beard nor by (the hair of) “ 
my head! Verily I feared lest you would say ‘You have caused division among the

!’ ” Children of Israel, and you did not observe my word

.And, in this way, Aaron (a.s.) proved his innocence

:Explanations

.Leaders should be responsible for the aberrations of their people . 1

.The silence and inattentiveness of the authorities is often reproachful . 2

.A prophet can be an obedient to another prophet . 3

.The Faith and religiousness is more important than family adherence . 4

.Religious zeal is a requisite of prophethood . 5

****
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ُّيرِِماسَ ایَ  کَُبطْخَ  امَفَ  لَاقَ  - 95

یسِْفَن یِل  تَْلَّوسَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  اهَُتذْبَنَفَ  لِوسَُّرلا  رَِثأَ  نِْم  هًضَْبقَ  تُضْبَقَفَ  هِِب  اورُصُْبیَ  مَْل  امَِب  تُرْصَُب  لَاقَ  - 96

رّحَُنَّل اًفکِاعَ  هِْیلَعَ  تَْلظَ  يذَِّلا  کَهَِلإِ  یَلإِ  رْظُناوَ  هُفَلَخُْت  نَّل  اًدعـِوْمَ  کََل  َّنإِوَ  سَاسَِم  لَوقُتَ لاَ  نأَ  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  کََل  َّنإِفَ  بْهَذْافَ  لَاقـَ  - 97
اًفسَْن   ِ مّیَْلا یِف  هَُّنفَسِننََل  َّمُث  هَُّنقَ  ِ

,Moses) said: ‘What then was your object . “ ) 95

?’” O Sāmirī

He said: ‘I perceived what they did not perceive, so I took a handful of dust from . “ 96
,the messenger’s track

then I threw it (into the Calf); thus my self

’.” prompted me

Moses) said: ‘Depart then! Verily your share . “ ) 97

of punishment) in this life will be that you will say: ‘Touch (me) not’; and surely there is)
a tryst for you (in Hereafter) which never will fail, and (now) look at your god to whose

worship you kept (so long); we will certainly burn it, then we will certainly scatter (the

ashes of) it broadcast

’.” in the sea

Commentary: verses 95-97

Point

The Qur’ānic phrase /basurtubih/ is usually used in the sense of the Arabic word

/basīrat/, the plural of which is /basā’ir/ with the meaning of ‘perceive, understand’,
not in the
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(sense of /basar/ (the eye) the plural of which is /absār/ (the eyes). (Mufradāt-i-Rāqib

It has been recorded in the book entitled ‘’Ihtijāj’, by Tabarsī, that when Hadrat Ali-
ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) opened the city of Basrah, people gathered around him in order to

hear his words. Among those people Ali (a.s.) saw Hassan Basrī busy writing down

.something

Imam Amir-ul-mu’mineen Ali (a.s.), with a loud voice, addressed him and said: “What

are you doing?” He answered he was writing down his statements so that he could

repeat them for others. Imam Ali (a.s.) said: “O people! Beware that there is a Sāmirī in
any nation, and you are, O Hassan! the Sāmirī of this community. You take the tracks

of the Messenger of Allah from me and mix them with your carnal desire and your

own interpretation of them by your personal opinion, then you will create a new

(school and invite people to it.”(1

According to the commentary books of Al-Mīzān Al-Furqān, and Nimūnah, the

purpose of Sāmirī from saying /qabadtū qabdatan min ’aθar-ir-rasūl/ is: ‘I took some

’. of the tracks of Moses (a.s.) and believed in them, then I left them and built the Calf

Thus, the phrase recited. /basurtu bi mā lam yabsurū/ means: ‘I found a design for

fulfilling this accomplishment that others were neglectful of it.’ This meaning is more

.fitting with the abovementioned tradition

Moses Judged upon Samiri

However, Moses (a.s.), after finishing his debate with his brother, Aaron, and

exonerating him, paid to summoning Sāmirī to judgment! He said to him why he

:performed that action and what his motive was. The verse says
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?’” Moses) said: ‘What then was your object, O Sāmirī “ )

:In answer to this question, the verse says

, …” He said: ‘I perceived what they did not perceive “ 

Samirī added that he took something from the tracks of the messenger of Allah,
Moses, and then he drew them toward the creed of idolatry. The verse continues

:saying

,so I took a handful of dust from the messenger’s track “… 

then I threw it (into the Calf); thus my self

’.” prompted me

It is evident that the reply and excuse of Sāmirī in answer to Moses (a.s.) was by no

means acceptable. Therefore, Moses (a.s.) issued the judgment of condemnation of

Sāmirī in that court. He decreed three commandments upon him and his Calf. The

:verse says

Moses) said: ‘De part then! Verily your share (of punishment) in this life will be that “ )
’; …” you will say: ‘Touch (me) not

Thus, by means of a decisive command, Moses (a.s.) banished Sāmirī from the society

.and sent him to an absolute retreat

The second punishment of Sāmirī was that Moses (a.s.) notified him of his retribution

:in the Hereafter. As the verse in this regard remarks, Moses (a.s.) said

, …” and surely there is a tryst for you (in Hereafter) which never will fail “…

:His third punishment was that: Moses (a.s.) told Sāmirī

and (now) look at your god to whose worship you kept (so long); we will certainly “…

’.” burn it, then we will certainly scatter (the ashes of) it broadcast in the sea
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To conclude, there is a tradition cited in the commentary books of Majma‘-ul-Bayān

and Sāfī which indicates that Moses (a.s.) had intended to get Sāmirī be killed, but

Allah
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revealed him that since Sāmirī was a generous man he would relinquish killing him.
Therefore, by saying “Depart then!”, Moses (a.s.) banished him from the society of the

.Children of Israel

The Qur’ānic term /lā misās/ is used in the sense of ‘to be involved in a disease that no

one should touch him at all’. At last, Sāmirī got an infliction of a psychical disease so

that he used to run away from people, and whenever a person went nigh to him, he

(often shouted ‘Depart then!’(1

****
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اًمْلعِ ءٍیْشَ  َّلکُ  عَسِوَ  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلا لآ  هَُّللا  مُکُهَُلإِ  آمََّنإِ  - 98

اًرکْذِ اَّندَُّل  نِم  كَانَْیتَاءَ  دْقَوَ  قَبَسَ  دْقَ  امَ  ءِآبَْنأَ  نِْم  کَْیلَعَ  ُّصقَُن  کَِلذَکَ  - 99

Verily your God is Allah; there is no god but He, (and) He embraces all things in . “ 98
.” (His) knowledge

O Apostle) thus do We relate to you some of the news of what has gone before; . “ ) 99
(.” and indeed We have given to you from Ourselves a Reminder (the Qur’ān

Commentary: verses 98-99

Point

.Whenever you succeed to efface a wrong, do introduce a right instead of it

.That God is adorable Whose knowledge embraces every thing

However, in this holy verse, with an intensive emphasis on the subject of Monotheism,
:Moses (a.s.) defined the line of sovereignty of Allah, and said

Verily your God is Allah; there is no god but He, (and) He embraces all things in (His) “ 
.” knowledge

It is not like the artificial idols which neither hear any words, nor do they deliver any

.answer, nor solve any problem, nor repel any harm

Next to the explanations concerning the history of the adventurous life of Moses (a.s.)
and the Children of Israel, the Qur’ān also concludes a general conclusion from it. It,

:addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), says

; …” O Apostle) thus do We relate to you some of the news of what has gone before “ )
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Then the verse implies that Allah has given the Apostle a Reminder, the Qur’ān, which

is full of lessons of warning, rational demonstrations, the instructive news of the

former nations, and some awakening matters about the coming nations. The verse

:continues saying

(.” and indeed We have given to you from Ourselves a Reminder (the Qur’ān “…

:Explanations

There are a lot of divine graces in detailing the history of the Apostles of Allah, among

:them are as follows

.Increase of knowledge and cognizance . 1

.Gaining insight and finding the path of prosperity . 2

.Warning people and reminding them . 3

.Glad tidings for the believers, and encouraging them . 4

****
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اًرزْوِ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  لُمِحْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ  هُْنعَ  ضَرَعْأَ  نَّْم  - 100

لاًمْحِ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهَُل  ءَآسَوَ  هِیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  - 101

اًقرْزُ ذٍِئمَوْیَ  نَیِمرِجْ  - مُْلا رُشُحَْنوَ  رِوُّصلا  یِف  خُفَنُی  مَوْیَ  - 102

اًرشْعَ َّلاإِ  مُْتْثِبَّل  نإِ  مْهُنَْیَب  نَوُتفَاخَتَیَ  - 103

Whoever turns away from it, verily he will bear, on the Day of Judgment, a . “ 100
.” burden

They will abide in this (burden of sin); and evil will the burden be for them on the . “ 101
!” Day of Judgment

On) the day when the Trumpet shall be blown, and We will muster the guilty, . “ ) 102
.” blear-eyed, on that day

They shall consult among themselves in a low voice (saying): ‘You did tarry but . “ 103
(’.” ten (days

Commentary: verses 100-103

The Arabic words /himl/ and /haml/ philologically are used in the same meaning, but

the word /himl/ is usually applied for the outward burden while /haml/ is used for the

.inward burden, like a child in the mother’s womb

However, this holy verse speaks about those people who forget the facts of the

:Qur’ān and the lessons of the history. It says

.” Whoever turns away from it, verily he will bear, on the Day of Judgment, a burden “ 

Yes, turning one’s back on the Qur’ān drives him to some deviated paths and puts on

.his back the heavy burden of kinds of sins and mental and creedal aberrations
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:Then the Qur’ān adds

(; …” They will abide in this (burden of sin “ 

!” and evil will the burden be for them on the Day of Judgment “…

:Then, explaining the day of Judgment and its beginning it says

On) the day when the Trumpet shall be blown, and We will muster the guilty, blear- “ )
.” eyed, on that day

It is in this circumstance that the sinners shall whisper with each other about the

length of their stop in the intermediate world. Some of them say that they had tarried

:there for only ten days and they do not know how long it had been. The verse says

They shall consult among themselves in a low voice (saying): ‘You did tarry but ten “ 
(’.” (days

This state of their speaking in a low voice may be for the great horror that they feel in
themselves because of seeing the scenery of the Hereafter, or because of the intense

.of weakness and feebleness in them

****
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اًموْیَ َّلاإِ  مُْتْثِبَّل  نإِ  هًقَیرِطَ  مْهُُلثَْمأَ  لُوقُیَ  ذْإِ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  نُحَْن  - 104

We know best what they will say when their best in conduct will say: ‘You tarried . “ 104
’.” but a day

Commentary: verse 104

The greatness of Hereafter is so much so that, when people attend there, they

consider the length of their life in this world as long as half a day, or one day, or at

most ten days. In this regard, the Qur’ān, from the tongue of different groups of

:people, says as follows

(Ten days as the verse says: “You did tarry but ten (days).”(1 . 1

.” One day, about which the above verse says: “You tarried but a day . 2

A part of a day, where the Qur’ān says: “…it will be as though they had not tarried . 3
(but the latter part of a day or the early part of it.”(2

Some short moments, for which the guilty shall say: “…they did not tarry but an . 4
(hour, …”(3

(A little time, about which the Qur’ān says: “…you did not tarry but a little…”(4 . 5

It seems that this difference of attitudes, due to the length of the lifetime in the world,
depends on the amount of insight existed in different persons. In this verse, for

.example, the Qur’ān points to those people who are best in conduct
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Such people count the lifetime in this world as much as ‘one day’, while, as the

.previous verse indicates, the sinners count it ten days

Of course, it is evident that the limited lifetime in this world in comparison with the

unlimited world of Hereafter is little and even less than little. Or, it is not possible to

compare a finite and limited thing with an infinite and unlimited one. Perhaps the

secret of this fact that Allah refers the knowledge of the length of their stop in the

world to Himself is the same matter. Allah knows best what they say and they imagine

that they have tarried ten days in the world, but the best and the most truthful ones of

:them say that they have not tarried in the world more than one day. The verse says

We know best what they will say when their best in conduct will say: ‘You tarried but “ 
’.” a day

To conclude, Allah in one expressive sentence says that He knows best what they say,
.whether they say it in a low voice or aloud

****
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Section 6:Intercession

Point

State of Creation on the Day of Judgment – No Intercession by any one shall be

allowed except by those permitted by Allah – Those who believe and do good deeds

shall fear neither any injustice to them nor any curtailment of their recompense. The

.Qur’ān has been revealed as a Reminder – Man had already been covenanted with

اًفسَْن ِ-ي  بّرَ اهَفُسِنیَ  لْقُفَ  لِابَجِْلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلاَسْیَوَ  - 105

اًفصَْفصَ اًعاقَ  اهَرُذَیَفَ  - 106

اًتْمأَ لآوَ  اًجوَعِ  اهَیِف  يرَتَ  َّلا  - 107

And they ask you (O Apostle) about the mountains (on that Day). Say: ‘My Lord . “ 105
(,” will uproot them and scatter them (as dust

;” Then He will leave them (as) a plain, smooth level . “ 106

’.” Wherein you will see no crookedness neither any curving . “ 107

Commentary: verses 105-107

The Arabic term /nasafa/ means: ‘to destroy from the foundations, uproot’, while the

word /qā‘a/ means: ‘a level plain’; and the Qur’ānic term /safsaf/ means: ‘a level land,
so that all parts of it are in one row and a line’. The Arabic words /‘iwaj/ and /’amat/ are

’. used in the sense of: ‘downs and ups

And, in view of the fact that in the former verses the words were about the events

concerning to the end of this world and
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the beginning of the Hereafter, here, in these verses, the same subject is followed,
.too

The first verse of the abovementioned verses leads us to this meaning that people

had asked the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) about the fate of the mountains at the time

:when this world will end. Therefore, the revelation says

And they ask you (O Apostle) about the mountains (on that Day). Say: ‘My Lord will “ 
(,” uproot them and scatter them (as dust

As for the fate of the mountains, it is understood from the totality of the verses of the

.Qur’ān that they will pass different stages at the threshold of Resurrection

.At first, they will quake, and then they will move

In the third stage, they will be burst into a pile of sand, and, at last, in their final stage,
winds and storms will scatter them around so violently that they seem as ‘loosened

(wool’.(1

****

Then, after destruction of the mountains and their dust being scattered, by the next

:verses, the Qur’ān says

;” Then He will leave them (as) a plain, smooth level “ 

****

’.” Wherein you will see no crookedness neither any curving “ 

However, the destruction of the mountains and bringing forth the Hereafter is a

.manifestation of the Lordship of Allah

****
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اًسمْهَ َّلاإِ  عُمَسْتَ  لاَفَ  نِمَحَّْرلِل  تُاوَصْلاَا  تِعَشَخَوَ  هَُل  جَوَعِ  یَعِاَّدلا لاَ  نَوعُِبَّتیَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  - 108

On that day they will follow the caller in whom is no crookedness, and the voices . “ 108
shall be low before (the grandeur of) the Beneficent (Allah), so that you hear not but a

.” faint murmur

Commentary: verse 108

There are some persons in the world who turn their backs on the missionaries of

.Allah, but, on the Day of Hereafter, they cannot be helped but to follow

:In this holy verse, the Qur’ān says

, …” On that day they will follow the caller in whom is no crookedness “ 

That is, all men will rise from their graves and no one will have any ability to oppose

.Him

The order of this caller, whoever he may be, will be so operative that nobody can

:oppose it. Concerning this time, the verse continues saying

and the voices shall be low before (the grandeur of) the Beneficent (Allah), so that “…

.” you hear not but a faint murmur

This silence of voices will be either for the domination of the grandeur of Allah over

the resurrection plain toward which everybody humble himself, or for the fear of

.reckoning and the result of the worldly deeds, or both of them

****
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لاًوْقَ هَُل  یَضِرَوَ  نُمَحَّْرلا  هَُل  نَذِأَ  نْمَ  َّلاإِ  هُعَافََّشلا  عُفَنتَ  َّلا  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  - 109

On that Day shall no intercession avail save (that of) him to whom the Beneficent . “ 109
.” (Allah) gives leave and whose word He is pleased with

Commentary: verse 109

Since the denial of intercession contrasts the contents of the verses of the Qur’ān and

the Islamic traditions, and it causes the despair of those believers who are sinful, and

also accepting the unconditional and unrestrained intercession causes that the wrong

doers become more daring, which is opposite to Allah’s justice, then the Qur’ān has

.assigned some control and prescriptions for intercession

From the viewpoint of the Qur’ān, intercession is a ray of hope for the sinners. It is a
means of their communication with the saints of Allah and following them.
Intercession is done by the leave of Allah, and the persons who care to intercede are

only those believers who are in the path of Monotheism and have a proper logic and

rightful notions and whose statements are acceptable with Allah. Therefore, there is
an exact process in intercession both for the intercessor and the person who will be

:interceded. It is so that the Qur’ān in this holy verse says

On that Day shall no intercession avail save (that of) him to whom the Beneficent “ 
.” (Allah) gives leave and whose word He is pleased with

For this reason, the Qur’ān counts the intercession of idols futile for the idolaters.
Also, the intercession of Christ (a.s.) in the sense of ransom, in order to purify the sins

of his
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followers, or the martyrdom of Imam Hussayn for the sake of interceding his lovers

and followers, is not acceptable, even though Imam Hussayn is one of the great

intercessors on the Day of Resurrection, but it should be noted that his goal from

martyrdom was not to intercede his advocators, but it was to protect the religion of

.Allah

Upon the commentary of this verse, Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “The intercession of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is only for those who are well-pleased (by Allah) from the point of

action and speech, and they have lived with the love of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) and have died

(with it.” (Ta’wīl-ul-’Āyāt, p. 304

In the book entitled ‘Mahāsin’, there is cited a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who

said: “The intercessors are the (immaculate) Imams (a.s.), and the truthful ones

(among the believers.” (Tafsīr-us-Sāfī, old version, p. 358

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “There will be no intercession for the doubtful

ones, the disbelievers, and the rejecters. But intercession is particular to the

(believers, the true confessors of Divine Unity.” (Bihār-ul-’Anwār, vol. 8, p. 58

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “There will be there groups who can intercede before

Allah and whose intercessions are acceptable: the prophets, the scholars, and the

(martyrs.” (Bihār-ul-Anwār, vol. 8, p. 34

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) also said: “My intercession does not involve the one who

does not mind (his) prayer and takes it light; and by Allah he will not arrive (near) me

at the Pond of Abundance; and by Allah a drunkard is not of mine and will never arrive

((near) me at the Pond.” (Wāfī, vol. 5, p. 9

****
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اًمْلعِ هِِب  نَوطُیحُِی  لاَوَ  مْهُفَْلخَ  امَوَ  مْهِیدِْیأَ  نَْیَب  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  - 110

اًمْلظُ لَمَحَ  نْمَ  بَاخَ  دْقَوَ  مِوُّیقَْلا    ِ یّحَْلِل هُوجُوُْلا  تِنَعَوَ  - 111

He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but they (people) do not . “ 110
.” comprehend Him in (their) knowledge

And (on that Day, all) faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Self- . “ 111
.” Subsistent (Allah), and whoever bears inequity will indeed be disappointed

Commentary: verses 110-111

Inequity is great burden

The Arabic term /‘anat/ is derived from /‘nwah/ with the meaning of humility before

wrath and sovereignty, and the Qur’ānic word /qayyūm/ is called to one who is

subsisting to his own essence and is the protector of every thing and who has given

.the cause of consistence of every thing to that thing

And the Arabic word /xāba/ is derived from /xaybah/ with the sense of ‘failure,
despair’. Thus, the despair is of those who carried the burden of injustice on their

.backs

Since the attendance of humankind in the resurrection plain for reckoning and

retribution needs Allah’s awareness from their deeds, the Qur’ān in this verse implies

that Allah knows whatever the sinners will have in front of them and whatever they

have done in the world and have passed in their behind. He knows them all so that He

is aware of their whole deeds, sayings, and intentions in the past, and knows the

retribution they will confront in future; but they do not encompass His knowledge. The

:verse says
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He knows what is before them and what is behind them, but they (people) do not “ 
.” comprehend Him in (their) knowledge

****

Thus the encompassment of the knowledge of Allah is unto both their deeds and their

retributions (and rewards). These two in fact, are two principals of complete and just

:judgment. The verse says

And (on that Day, all) faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Self- “ 
(, …” Subsistent (Allah

Choosing the attributes of ‘the Ever-Living, and the Self-Subsistent’, here, from

among the attributes of Allah is for the suitability of these two epithets with the event

.of Resurrection which is the Day of new life and rise of all

:Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

.” and whoever bears inequity will indeed be disappointed “…

As if, inequity is a great burden which weighs down on the back of a person and

.hinders him from going toward the bounties of Allah

****
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اًمْلظُ فُاخَیَ  لاَفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  نَِم  لْمَْعیَ  نمَوَ  - 112

اًمضهَ لاَوَ 

And whoever does good works, and he is a believer (on that day) shall fear . “ 112
(.” neither of injustice nor of (any) curtailment (of his wage

Commentary: verse 112

A righteous deed originated from Faith may be performed continuously

The Arabic term /hadm/ means: ‘To decrease’. It is used for the absorption of food in
the body, perhaps for the reason that the food apparently will be decreased therein

.when its remaining will be discharged

And, since the style of the holy Qur’ān is often to state the comparative statement of

the affairs, after mentioning the fate of the unjust and the guilty on that Day, it refers

:to the state of the believers, and says

And whoever does good works, and he is a believer (on that day) shall fear neither of “ 
(.” injustice nor of (any) curtailment (of his wage

Principally, in order that a righteous action can often be performed continuously and

.deeply, it should be originated from a pure Faith and a proper conviction

In the recent ten verses of this Sura, the illustration of the feature of Hereafter has

.briefly been pointed out

The Trumpet will be blown and the dead will be quickened. “ (On) the day when the . 1
(Trumpet shall be blown, …” (Verse 102

(The sinners will he mustered. “…We will muster the guilty, …” (Verse 102 . 2
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The mountains will be uprooted. “ …My Lord will uproot them and scatter them (as . 3
(dust).” (Verse 105

All people will obey the invitation of a divine missionary. “…They will follow the caller . 4
(…” (Verse 108

Without the permission of Allah, no intercession will avail. “… shall no intercession . 5
(avail …” (Verse 109

Allah, with His encompassing knowledge, will reckon all. “ He knows what is before . 6
(them…” (Verse 110

All people submit to the commandment of Allah. “…(all) faces will humbled.” (Verse . 7
(111

Those who have committed injustice will be despaired. “…whoever bears inequity . 8
(will indeed be disappointed.” (Verse 111

The righteous believers will be in peace and ease. “…a believer (on that day) shall . 9
(fear neither of injustice nor of (any) curtailment (of his wage).” (Verse 112

****
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اًرکْذِ مْهَُل  ثُدِحُْی  وْأَ  نَوقَُّتیَ  مْهَُّلعََل  دِیعِوَْلا  نَِم  هِیِف  انَْفَّرصَوَ  اًّیِبرَعَ  اًناءَرُْق  هُانَْلزَنأَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  - 113

And thus We sent it down as a perspicuous Qur’ān and explained therein certain . “ 113
.” warnings that they may keep from evil or that it may serve unto them a reminder

Commentary: verse 113

The Quran expresses one subject in the frame of different statements

In this verse, the Qur’ān hints to the totality of the matters which were mentioned in
the previous holy verses about the instructional subjects and divine promises

:concerning the Hereafter. It says

And thus We sent it down as a perspicuous Qur’ān and explained therein certain “ 
.” warnings that they may keep from evil or that it may serve unto them a reminder

The Qur’ānic term /‘arabiyyan/, although means ‘the Arabic language’, here, it is an

indication to the eloquence, and rhetoric of the Qur’ān, as well as the clarity of its

concepts. The evidence for this meaning is that, as some linguistics of the world have

said, Arabic language contains the most expressive words and its literature is the

.strongest one

Another fact is that the Qur’ān expresses one subject in the frame of different

statements. For instance, as for the threat and punishment of the wrong doers, it

sometimes states it in the form of the story of the former nations, sometimes in the

form of addressing the audience, sometimes in the form of illustration of their status

.in the Resurrection plain, and sometimes in other shapes

****
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اًمْلعِ یِندْزِ    ِ بّرَ لُقوَ  هُُیحْوَ  کَْیَلإِ  یضَْقُی  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  نِاءَرْقُْلاِب  لْجَْعتَ  لاَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  کُِلمَْلا  هَُّللا  یَلاعَتَفَ  - 114

So high exalted is Allah, The Ture Sovereign; and do not make haste (O Apostle) . “ 114
with the Qur’ān before its revelation is completed unto you, and say: ‘My Lord!

’.” increase me in knowledge

Commentary: verse 114

'The different meaning of 'haste

Through the phrase “Do not make haste (O Apostle) with the Qur’ān” it can be

deduced that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had known the whole verses of the Qur’ān from

before its gradual revelation and had been acquainted with them. This itself is a clear

evidence that the Qur’ān was revealed to the Prophet of Islam twice. Once it was sent

down to him in a lump, and the second revelation was in the form of a gradual

revelation. Thus, the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.), who had received the whole Qur’ān at

once on the Night of Qadr, was acquainted with what was gradually being revealed to

.him before its revelation

There is a fundamental difference between the act of haste /ta‘jal/, on one side, and

(the Qur’ānic term/ sāri‘ū/ (1) (be quick) and /sābiqū/(2

be you foremost) which have been divinely admired, on the other side. The goodness)
of ‘being quick’ and ‘being foremost’ is in a circumstance where all the affairs have

been considered and arranged. Therefore, opportunities must
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be utilized. But ‘haste’ is used for the circumstance where the time of action has not

come yet, or the matter needs to be searched and we do not observe it, then we have

.made haste

The origin of ‘haste’ is sometimes the negative qualities, such as: impatience, pride

and vanity. These qualities, of course, are blameworthy and they are aloof from the

holy being of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). And, sometimes, it is because of the intense love

and interest for receiving a matter, and sympathy for protecting something. In this

case, haste is counted a good thing. The haste of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in receiving the

revelation had been of this kind, i.e. an amorous reception, and an anxiety for the

:protection of revelation. Therefore, this verse says

So high exalted is Allah, The Ture Sovereign; and do not make haste (O Apostle) with “ 
the Qur’ān before its revelation is completed unto you, and say: ‘My Lord! increase me

’.” in knowledge

When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), with that abundant knowledge and spiritually full of

cognizance, is enjoined to seek increase of knowledge from Allah until the end of

lifetime, the duty of others is completely clear. In fact, from the view of Islam, there is
no limitation for earning helpful knowledge. Amassing things, in many affairs, is

blameworthy; while it is admirable concerning knowledge. Excess is bad, but excess in
.knowledge does not have any meaning

However, Allah sent Moses (a.s.) to Hadrat Khidr to be taught. So Moses (a.s.) asked

him for permission and said: “Shall I follow you so that you teach me right conduct of

(what you have been taught?”(1

But Allah Himself undertook
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teaching the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and told him to say: “My Lord! Increase me in

”. knowledge

The first teacher for everything is Allah, the All-knowing, and the Omniscient. The

Qur’ān says: “He taught Adam all the names, …”(1) Also, it says: “The Beneficent” “It is
(He Who has taught the Qur’ān.” “He has taught him an intelligent speech.”(2

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition has said: “If a day passes in me wherein my

knowledge is not increased, that day is not blessed for me.” (The Commentary of Nūr-
(uth-Thaqalayn, vol. 3, p. 397

****
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اًمزْعَ هَُل  دْجَِن  مَْلوَ  یَسِنَفَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  مَدَاءَ  یَلإِ  آَندْهِعَ  دْقََلوَ  - 115

And We had made covenant with Adam before, but he forgot, and We found in . “ 115
.” him no constancy

Section 7:Satan, a declared enemy of Mankind

Point

Man already informed by Allah to beware of Satan’s open enmity to him – Man

beguiled by Satan – Mercy again shown to Man – Man exhorted to follow the guidance

through the Apostle

اودُجَسَفَ مَدَلاِ  اودُجُسْا  هِکَِئلآَمَْلِل  انَْلُق  ذْإِو  - 116

یَبأَ سَیِلْبإِ  َّلآإِ 

And when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate to Adam’, they (all) prostrated except . “ 116
;Iblis

.” he refused

Commentary: verses 115-116

Adam did not commit any sin

From the beginning of the Qur’ān up to here, this is the sixth occurrence where we

recite about the story of Adam and Iblīs. Before this, there have also been some

.remarks mentioned in Suras Al-Baqarah, Al-’A‘rāf, Al-Hijr, Al-’Isrā’, and Al-Kahf

The purpose of ‘covenant’, mentioned in this verse, is the command of Allah saying

not to eat from that particular plant; and the objective meaning of ‘forgot’ is the lack

of care in
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fulfilling the command of Allah (s.w.t.), otherwise, an absolute forgetfulness does not

deserve warning and criticism. The purpose of ‘constancy’, mentioned in the above, is
.‘a firm will’ before the temptations of Iblīs

Imam Kazem (a.s.) says: “The command of prostration and then the disobedience of

Satan is a kind of solace for the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) meaning that if his

command was not obeyed, he would not be worried since Iblis did not obey His

(command, either.”(1

As it was mentioned before, the struggle of ‘right and wrong’ is not limited to the

present time and past time, or to Moses (a.s.) and Pharaoh. It has existed since the

.time of the creation of Adam and it continues forever

:At first, the Qur’ān refers to the convent of Adam with Allah. It says

And We had made covenant with Adam before, but he forgot, and We found in him “ 
.” no constancy

The purpose of this covenant cited in the abovementioned verse, is the command of

.Allah meaning that they would not approach the prohibited tree

No doubt Adam did not commit any sin, but what he did was ‘leaving the better’. The

course of dwelling Adam inside Heaven, in principle, was an experimental course for

him to be prepared for the life of the present world and accepting the responsibility of

.duties

****

:Then, the Qur’ān has pointed to another part of this story, when the verse says

And when We said to the angels: ‘Prostrate to Adam’, they (all) prostrated except “ 
.” Iblis; he refused
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Here, by this statement, the great rank and position of Adam is made manifest, Adam

whom all angels prostrated for. Moreover, the enmity of Iblīs against him, from very

.beginning, is also manifested

There is no doubt that prostration, in the sense of worship, is allocated to Allah (s.w.t.),
and besides Allah no one and nothing can be worshipped. Thus, the prostration of

angels was done before Allah (s.w.t.), but for the sake of the creation of this great

.creature, Adam, who was eligible of the praise of that Creator

****
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یقَشْتَفَ هَِّنجَْلا  نَِم  امَکَُّنجَرِخُْی  لاَفَ  کَجِوْزَِلوَ  کََل  ٌّودُعَ  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  مُدَا  آیَ  انَْلقُفَ  - 117

يرَْعتَ لاَوَ  اهَیِف  عَوجُتَ  َّلاأَ  کََل  َّنإِ  - 118

یحَضْتَ لاَوَ  اهَیِف  اؤُمَظْتَ  کََّنأَوَ لاَ  - 119

Then We said: ‘O Adam! Verily this is an enemy to you and to your wife. . “ 117
.” Therefore let him not expel you both from the Garden so that you come to toil

.” For) verily you will be neither hungry therein, nor naked . “ ) 118

.” And that you shall not be thirsty therein nor suffer (the beat of) the sun . “ 119

Commentary: verses 117-119

Four essential necessities of man

Here, Satan has been introduced as the enemy of Adam and Eve alone, but in some

other occurrences of the Qur’ān his enmity unto all humankind has been warned. For

example, Sura Al-’Isrā’, No. 17, verse 53 says: “…Verily the Satan is an open enemy to

.” man

The objective meaning of the word /tašqā/ (you come to toil), mentioned here, is the

toils of the material life, which is understood from the next verses, where it says that

there is not any hanger or thirst or nakedness in Heaven. This statement means that

.if you be sent out from Heaven, you will surely be involved with toil
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However, this verse indicates that Adam (a.s.) was warned by Allah (s.w.t.) to be

:careful of the enmity of Satan. The holy verse says

Then We said: ‘O Adam! Verily this is an enemy to you and to your wife. Therefore let “ 
.” him not expel you both from the Garden so that you come to toil

Then Allah explains for Adam the comfort of Heaven and the toil and pain of the

:outside of it, as follows

.” For) verily you will be neither hungry therein, nor naked “ )

.” And that you shall not be thirsty therein nor suffer (the beat of) the sun “ 

In the abovementioned couple of verses, the Qur’ān has pointed to four elementary

and essential necessities of man, i.e. the necessity of food, water, clothing, and

(. housing (a cover against the heat of the sun

****
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یلَْبیَ َّلا  کٍْلُموَ  دِْلخُْلا  هِرَجَشَ  یلَعَ  کَُّلدُأَ  لْهَ  مُدَا  آیَ  لَاقَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  هِْیَّلإِ  سَوَسْوَفَ  - 120

يوَغَفَ هَُّبرَ  مُدَاءَ  یصَعَوَ  هَِّنجَْلا  قِرَوَ  نِم  امَهِْیلَعَ  نِافَصِخْیَ  اقَفِطَوَ  امَهُُتاءَوْسَ  امَهَُل  تْدَبَفَ  اهَْنِم  لاَکَاَفَ  - 121

Then Satan whispered (evil suggestions) to him, saying: ‘O Adam! Shall I guide . “ 120
?” you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that never decays

So they both ate of it (the forbidden tree), then their shameful parts became . “ 121
exposed to them, and they both took to stitching upon themselves leaves of the

.Garden

.” And (thus) Adam disobeyed his Lord, and went astray

Commentary: verses 120-121

Satan came to Adam with the claim of guidance

Another name of Iblis is Satan, as the holy Qur’ān says: “…They all prostrated except

, …” Iblis, …” and “Then Satan whispered (evil suggestions) to him

It was before the rank of prophethood that Adam was whispered evil suggestions to.
((At-Tafsīr-ul-Kabīr, by Fakhr-Rāzī

Sayyid-ibn-Tāwūs in a delicate statement says that, at first, Satan came to Adam with

the claim of guidance and said: “O Adam! Shall I guide you…?”, and then he (Satan)
(caused them both to fall by deceit.(1

Now, woe unto us! For, Satan comes to us from the beginning with the intention of

deceiving
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us. The Qur’ān says: “He said: ‘Then by Your Might I will surely make them live an evil

(life, all”.(1

However, Satan had decided to be an enemy of Adam, therefore he did not sit still,
:and, as the verse says

Then Satan whispered (evil suggestions) to him, saying: ‘O Adam! Shall I guide you to “ 
?” the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that never decays

In fact, Satan thought to what the willing of Adam was and he found that he wished an

eternal life and reaching to an imperishable power. Therefore, in order to drive him to

.disobeying the command of Allah, he makes use of these two factors

Finally, what should not be done was done. The verse in this regard, and that why

:their heavenly clothes wholly collapsed, says

So they both ate of it (the forbidden tree), then their shameful parts became “ 
, …” exposed to them

When Adam and Eve saw that event, they immediately made clothes for themselves

out of the leaves of the trees of Heaven to cover the shameful parts of their bodies.
:The verse continues saying

. …” and they both took to stitching upon themselves leaves of the Garden “…

Yes, at last, Adam disobeyed his Lord and was deprived from His reward. The verse

:says

.” And (thus) Adam disobeyed his Lord, and went astray “… 

****
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يدَهَوَ هِْیلَعَ  بَاتَفَ  هُُّبرَ  هُابَتَجْا  َّمُث  - 122

یقَشْیَ لاَوَ  ُّلضِیَ  لاَفَ  يَادَهُ  عَبََّتا  نِمَفَ  يدهُ  ِ-ي  نِّم مکَُّنیَِتأْیَ  اَّمإِفَ  ٌّودُعَ  ضٍْعبَِل  مْکُضُْعَب  اًعیمِجَ  اهَْنِم  اطَِبهْا  لَاقَ  - 123

.” Then his Lord chose him, so He turned unto him (mercifully) and guided him . “ 122

Allah) said: ‘Get you down, both of you, all together, from it (the Garden), with . “ ) 123
enmity one to another. So if there comes to you a guidance from Me, then (be sure)

.” whoever follows My guidance, will not lose his way nor fall into misery

Commentary: verses 122-123

The repentance of Adam was accepted

The Arabic term /’ijtibā’/ is derived from /jibāyah/ in the sense of: ‘picking out,
selection, and choice’. The Qur’ānic word /tāba/ means ‘a person’s penitence’ when it
is accompanied with /’ilā/, like /tubtu ’ilayka/ (I repented to you), but if it is said with

/‘alā/ it is considered the repentance and return of Allah, like what is recited in the

abovementioned holy verse, which means ‘Allah (s.w.t.) returned His Grace to the

’. servant

But since Adam was essentially pure and faithful, and acted along the path of Allah’s
pleasure, and that this fault which encompassed him as a result of Satan’s temptation

was an exceptional happening, Allah did deprive him from His Grace for ever; but

:after this event, Allah accepted his repentance and guided him. The verse says
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.” Then his Lord chose him, so He turned unto him (mercifully) and guided him “ 

Yes, the repentance of Adam was accepted, but he had performed something that his

.return to the early position was impossible

Therefore, Allah commanded him and Eve both to come down from Heaven on to the

earth, together with Satan, while they would be enemy with each other. The holy

:verse says

Allah) said: ‘Get you down, both of you, all together, from it (the Garden), with “ )
. …” enmity one to another

Yet, they should know that the way of prosperity and salvation is always open to

:them. Then Allah says

So if there comes to you a guidance from Me, then (be sure) whoever follows My “…

.” guidance, will not lose his way nor fall into misery

****
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یمَعْأَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُرُشُحَْنوَ  اًکنضَ  هًشَیعِمَ  هَُل  َّنإِف  يرِکْذِ  نعَ  ضَرَعْأَ  نْمَوَ  - 124

اًریصَِب تُنکُ  دْقَوَ  یمَعْأَ  یِنتَرْشَحَ  مَِل    ِ بّرَ لَاقَ  - 125

And whoever turns away from My remembrance verily for him is a life . “ 124
.” straitened, and the Day of Resurrection We shall raise him blind

He will say: ‘My Lord! Why have You raised me blind, whereas indeed I was a . “ 125
(?’ ” seeing one (in the world

Commentary: verses 124-125

He who has Faith is safe from anxieties

The previous verse was a glad tidings to the followers of the Truth, while this verse is
a warning to those who turn away from the Truth. This is because dread and

.encouragement might be mentioned beside each other and become fruitful

Some Islamic literatures indicate that leaving the path of mastership of Ahlul-Bayt

(a.s.), as well as leaving the duty of Hajj, have been counted as the denotation

expansion of aversion the remembrance of Allah (s.w.t.). (Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the

(Commentary

The purpose of ‘straits of life’ is not lack of money and straitened circumstances,
while many of the rich, because of greed, fear, and anxiety, live in hardship and

.straits

And, in order to make clear the circumstance of those who neglect the command of

:Allah, too, the Qur’ān adds

And whoever turns away from My remembrance verily for him is a life straitened, “ 
.” and the Day of Resurrection We shall raise him blind

p: 469

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 6047 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


In principle, the straits of life are often for the spiritual deficiencies and the absence of

the soul’s nutrition. This status is for the uncertainty of man due to the future and the

fear of annihilation of the existing material potentialities, and too much dependence

on the material world. Therefore, he who has faith in Allah, and is hopeful to His Pure

.Essence, is safe from all these anxieties

:In Hereafter, such a neglectful person may ask Allah this question, as the verse says

He will say: ‘My Lord! Why have You raised me blind, whereas indeed I was a seeing “ 
(?’ ” one (in the world

****
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یسَنُت مَوْیَْلا  کَِلذَکَوَ  اهَتَیسِنَفَ  انَُتایَاءَ  کَْتتَأَ  کَِلذَکَ  لَاقَ  - 126

یقَْبأَوَ ُّدشَأَ  هِرَخِلاَا  بُاذَعََلوَ  ِ-هِ  بّرَ تِایَاَِب  نِمؤُْی  مَْلوَ  فَرَسْأَ  نْمَ  يزِجَْن  کَِلذَکَوَ  - 127

Allah) will say: ‘Even so, Our Signs came to you, but you neglected them; in like . “ ) 126
’.” manner you are forgotten this Day

And thus We recompense him who is prodigal and does not believe in the Signs . “ 127
of his Lord and certainly the chastisement of the Hereafter is more grievous and more

.” lasting

Commentary: verses 126-127

The Immaculate Imams are Signs of Allah

Prayer is one of the clear expansions of the remembrance of Allah. Allah in the Qur’ān

says; “…established prayer for My remembrance”(1), and it is evident that whoever

.remembers Allah, He will remember him, too

This is the promise of Allah Who says: “…remember Me, and I will remember you”(2)
:And, naturally, those who forget Allah, He may also leave them alone. The verse says

Allah) will say: ‘Even so, Our Signs came to you, but you neglected them; in like “ )
’.” manner you are forgotten this Day

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “He who recites the Qur’ān and does not act

accordingly, Allah will muster
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him blind. That servant may Ask Allah why he is raised blind, and then there comes a
(voice commanding the angels to take him into Hell”.(1

Concerning the Qur’ānic phrase /’atatka ’āyātunā/ “Even so, Our Signs came to you”,
Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “The Immaculate Imams are the signs of Allah

(and he who abandon them will be left in Fire on the Day of Hereafter”.(2

However, on the Day of Resurrection, a guilty person will say: “…My Lord! Why have

(?” you raised me blind, whereas indeed I was a seeing one (in the world

In answer to him, immediately it will be said to such a guilty person: “Even so, Our

Signs came to you, but you neglected them; in like manner you are forgotten this

.Day”, and your eye is blind to see the bounties of Allah and the station of His nearness

:Finally, as a conclusion, the Qur’ān says

And thus We recompense him who is prodigal and does not believe in the Signs of his “ 
Lord and certainly the chastisement of the Hereafter is more grievous and more

.” lasting

****
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یهَُّنلا یِلوْلأُ  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  مْهِِنکِاسَمَ  یِف  نَوشُمْیَ  نِورُقُْلا  مهُلَْبقَ مِّ-نَ  انَکْلَهْأَ  مْکَ  مْهَُل  دِهْیَ  مْلَفَأَ  - 128

یمسَُم لٌجَأَوَ  اًمازَِل  نَاکََل  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  تْقَبَسَ  هٌمَِلکَ  لاَوَْلوَ  - 129

Does it not then guide such men (to call to mind) how many of the generations . “ 128
We did destroy before them, amid whose dwellings they (today) walk about? Verily

.” there are signs in this for those (endowed) with understanding

And had there not been a decree that went forth before from your Lord and an . “ 129
.” appointed term, (their punishment) would necessarily have come

Commentary: verses 128-129

There would be a respite for the sinners

The Arabic term /nuhā/ is the plural form of /nuhyah/ which means something that

prohibits man from doing some indecent things. In Arabic, the ‘intellect’ is called

/nuhyah/ since it dissuades man from the low desires. Therefore, the true intellect,
.besides thinking and understanding, causes man to ward off some dangers and vices

The Qur’ānic word /qarn/ means a nation or a group of people who live in the same

time. It is sometimes used for the time itself, too. The Arabic term /lizām/ means ‘a
’. necessary and firm affair

And, in view of the fact that in the previous verses several matters concerning the

sinners were discussed, this verse has pointed to one of the best and the most

effective ways of
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:awareness, i.e. the careful study of the history of the former generations. It says

Does it not then guide such men (to call to mind) how many of the generations We “ 
, …” did destroy before them

Those men are the same people who were involved with the painful punishment of

.Allah and, now, these people haunt their ruined houses

In their different travels to Yemen, travelers may see the houses of the people of ‘Ād,
and in their way to Syria they confront the ruined dwellings of the people of Thamūd,
and in their voyage to Palestine they pass by the houses of the people of Lot, which

had been destroyed upside down. They usually see their trucks but they do not take

:an example. Yes, in this regard the verse says

amid whose dwellings they (today) walk about? Verily there are signs in this for “… 
.” those (endowed) with understanding

The matter of ‘taking an example’ from the history of the former nations is one of the

.subjects on which the Qur’ān and Islamic traditions have emphasized very much

A tradition narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) indicates that the Messenger

of Allah said: “The most neglectful people is he who takes no admonition from the

.change of the world.” And he does not contemplate on the turns of days and nights

The next verse, indeed, is an answer to the question which may arise here, asking

why Allah does not arrange the same thing upon this group of sinners that He

:arranged for the former sinners. The holy Qur’ān says

And had there not been a decree that went forth before from your Lord and an “ 
.” appointed term, (their punishment) would necessarily have come
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This ‘Divine decree’ is an indication to the command of creation containing the

freedom of human kind. Since, if any guilty person immediately and without any

respite be punished, faith and righteous deeds may become nearly constrained and

compelling, and they will often be done because of fear and terror of immediate

punishment. Thus, in this case, it will not be a means of development, which is the

.main goal

Moreover, if it were judged that all wrong doers should be punished at once, there

.would remain no one alive on the earth

(Sura Nahl, No. 16, verse 61)

Therefore, there should be a respite for the sinners until they might be aware and

pave the path of improvement, and all the travelers of the path of truth also find an

.opportunity for self-improvement

****
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Section 8:The Times of the Daily Prayers

Point

Respite already promised is the cause of the delay in the immediate punishment of

the sinners – The times of the daily Prayers – Prayer and Patience enjoined –

Evidences already given in the previous scriptures – Apostle Muhammad sent as the

.Last Warner before the Final Judgment

رِاهََّنلا فَارَطْأَوَ  ِ-حْ  بّسَفَ لِْیَّللا  ئِآناءَ  نِْموَ  اهَِبورُغُ  لَْبقَوَ  سِمَّْشلا  عِوُلطُ  لَْبقَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ دِمـْحَِب  ِ-حْ  بّسَوَ نَوُلوقُیَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْافَ  - 130
یضَرْتَ کََّلعََل 

So be patient with what they say, and glorify your Lord by praising Him before . “ 130
the rising of the sun and before its setting, and during (some) hours of the night also

.” glorify (Him) and during parts of the day, that you may be pleased

Commentary: verse 130

The Prophet has been enjoined to patience in 19 places of the Quran

This verse, similar to verse No. 45 from Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, which says: “And seek

you help (from Allah) through patience and prayer, …”, invites the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to

patience and praise of the Lord. Of course, the addressee of the verse is apparently

.the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but it is evident that the content of the verse is for all

Allah has enjoined the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to patience in nineteen occurrences of the

.Qur’ān

According to some traditions and the viewpoint of some commentators, this verse

adapts to the statutory prayers; and
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the objective meaning of ‘during parts of the day’, mentioned in the verse, is the daily

.supererogatory prayers

However, the verse, addressing the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), implies: now that these

wrong doers are not to be punished at once, he should be patient with them. The

:verse says

, …” So be patient with what they say“

So, in order to strengthen the spiritual conditions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and to

comfort him, He commands him to glorify his Lord through prayers. The verse

:continues saying

and glorify your Lord by praising Him before the rising of the sun and before its “… 
setting, and during (some) hours of the night also glorify (Him) and during parts of the

.” day, that you may be pleased

This commandment was for the sake that the Prophet’s heart might not be worried

because of their hurtful sayings. No doubt, this glorification and praising was a

struggle against polytheism and idolatry, accompanied with patience before the ill-
.speaking and evil words of the polytheists

****
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یقَْبأَوَ رٌْیخَ  ِ-كَ  بّرَ قُزْرِوَ  هِیِف  مْهُنَِتْفنَِل  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هَرَهْزَ  مْهُْن  اًجاوَزْأَ مِّ- هِِب  انَْعَّتمَ  امَ  یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  لاَوَ  - 131

And do not stretch your eyes to that thing which We have given parties of them . “ 131
to enjoy; (this is) the splendour of the life of the world that We may try them in it; and

.” the provision of your Lord is better and more lasting

Commentary: verse 131

Allah has provided bounties with mankind

There has been narrated a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “Whoever longs

for the people’s help, his sorrow will prolong and his rage will remain.” (The

(Commentary of Al-Mīzān

The Qur’ān considers the wealth of the world as goodness, virtue, and adornment

and counts the enjoyment of it lawful and permissible, yet it condemns intensive love

unto it, because the life in this world is like a bud or a blossom, which has a short

.lifetime and, with a faint wind or breeze easily vanishes

In this verse the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has been ordered some instructions which are

completive to the statement of patience that was mentioned in the previous verse.
:These instructions, in fact, are for all Muslims. At first, it says

And do not stretch your eyes to that thing which We have given parties of them to “ 
; …” enjoy

Yes, these worldly bounties are temporary and unstable. They are blossoms of the life

of this world, the blossoms

.which soon open, and fade soon and fall on the ground

:They remain stable only for a few days. The verse says
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 …” this is) the splendour of the life of the world “…)

In the meantime, all these are for that they may be tried by them. The verse

:continues saying

; …” that We may try them in it “… 

And, however, whatever Allah has provided as sustenance for you is better and is

:more lasting. The verse says

.” and the provision of your Lord is better and more lasting “…

Allah has bestowed on you kinds of bounties and graces, including: Faith and Islam,
the Qur’ān and Divine Signs, lawful and pure provisions, and finally, the permanent

.blessings of the Hereafter. These provisions are stable and everlasting

****
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يوَْقَّتلِل هُبَِقاعَْلاوَ  کَُقزُرَْن  نُحَّْن  اًقزْرِ  کَُلأَسَْن  اهَْیلَعَ لاَ  رِْبطَصْاوَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  کَلَهْأَ  رُْمْأوَ  - 132

And bid your family to pray and be constant therein. We do not ask you . “ 132
sustenance, (but) We give you sustenance, and the (good) end is for (the people of)

.” righteousness

Commentary: verse 132

A considerable number of Islamic traditions indicate that after the revelation of this

verse, for several months the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to knock at the door of the house

of Ali (a.s.) and Fātimah (a.s.), and loudly said: /as-salat/ (prayer), then he began

reciting the verse of sanctification.(1) (The Commentary of Fakhr-i-Rāzī, and the

(Commentaries of Majma‘-ul-Bayān Dur-rul-Manthūr

Whenever the life of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) was straitened, he recited the

above-mentioned verse and then he told his family members to establish prayer.
((Commentary of Al-Mīzān

The Qur’ānic phrase /’istabir ‘alayhā/ (be constant therein) means that you should be

.severe and constant both on keeping prayer and bidding others to it

In order to comfort the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and to strengthen his heart, in this verse the

:Qur’ān says

. …” And bid your family to pray and be constant therein “ 
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The reason of it is that, this very prayer, for you and your household, is the source of

sanctification, serenity of the heart (mind), strengthening of the spirit, and duration of

.the remembrance of Allah

:Then, the verse adds

, …” We do not ask you sustenance, (but) We give you sustenance “…

This prayer does not increase anything to the greatness of Allah, but it is a great

.capital for the development of men and a high training class for them

:And, at the end of the verse, it continues saying

.” and the (good) end is for (the people of ) righteousness “…

That which that will remain with Allah (s.w.t.) and its end is useful, constructive, and

.enlivening is piety and righteousness

.Finally, the pious people are victorious and impious ones are condemned to failure

****
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یَلولأُا فِحُُّصلا  یِف  امَ  هَُن  -ِ یَّب مهِِتأْتَ  مَْل  وَأَ  ِ-هِ  بَّّر نِم  هٍیَاَِب  انَیِتأْیَ  لاَوَْل  اوُلاقَوَ  - 133

And they said: ‘Why does he not bring us a sign (a miracle) from his Lord?’ Has . “ 133
?” there not come to them a clear proof of what is in the former Books

Commentary: verse 133

This verse points to one of the pretexts of the disbelievers. They said why the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.) did not bring a miracle for them as they themselves liked. It says

And they said: ‘Why does he not bring us a sign “ 

?’ …” a miracle) from his Lord)

Then, the holy Qur’ān immediately answers this question, implying that whether the

clear news of the former nations, which had been mentioned in the former Divine

Books, did not come to them that they repeatedly did pretext and asked for bringing

miracles, and after when they saw those miracles they continued their disbelief and

rejections for which the grievous punishment of Allah encompassed them. Do they

not know that if they pave the same way they will confront the same fate? The verse

:continues saying

?” Has there not come to them a clear proof of what is in the former Books “…

Yes, there is the quality of the stubborn and proud persons that they put aside the

clear existing proofs and miracles of the Qur’ān and obstinately expect another

.miracle
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يزَخَْنوَ َّلذَِن  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  کَِتایَاءَ  عَِبَّتنَفَ  لاًوسُرَ  انَْیَلإِ  تَْلسَرْأَ  لآوَْل  انََّبرَ  اوُلاقََل  هِِلْبقَ  نِم  بٍاذَعَِب  مهُانَکْلَهْأَ  آَّنأَ  وَْلوَ  - 134

And had We destroyed them with a punishment before him (the Messenger), . “ 134
they would certainly have said: ‘Our Lord! Why did You not send us a Messenger so

that we might have followed Your Signs before that we were humiliated and

.” disgraced

Commentary: verse 134

The mission of the prophets to prophethood has been for completing the argument so

that people may not pretext their own unawareness. Therefore, these seekers of

pretexts are not some people who seek the Truth. They are ceaselessly in the thought

:of seeking a new pretext, even in a state that, as Allah says

And had We destroyed them with a punishment before him (the Messenger), they “ 
would certainly have said: ‘Our Lord! Why did You not send us a Messenger so that we

.” might have followed Your Signs before that we were humiliated and disgraced

But, now that this great holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with this magnificent Book, the Qur’ān,
has come to them, every day they express a new vain statement and, in order to

.escape from the truth, they bring a new excuse

****
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يدَتَهْا نِمَوَ    ِ يّوَِّسلا طِارَ  -ِ صّلا بُاحَصْأَ  نْمَ  نَومُلَْعتَسَفَ  اوصَُّبرَتَفَ  ِ-صٌ  بّرَتَُّم ٌّلکُ  لُْق  - 135

Say: ‘Each one (of us) is awaiting, therefore do await, then soon you will come to . “ 135
’.” know who is the follower of the straight and even way, and who is guided

Commentary: verse 135

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is a missionary of warning. Therefore, in this verse the

Qur’ān implies that he should tell them that all of you and us are waiting. We are

awaiting for the promises of Allah about you, and you are awaiting that difficulties and

.calamities surround us

:The verse says

, …” Say: ‘Each one (of us) is awaiting “ 

 : Now that the case is like that, the verse continues saying

, …” therefore do await “…

Then soon you will come to know who is the follower of the straight and even way, “…

’.” and who is guided

And, by this decisive and expressive sentence, he concludes his speaking here with

.these obstinate and disbelieving seekers of pretexts

In short, since this Sura was sent down in Mecca, at the time when the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) and the Muslims were under a harsh pressure from the side of the

enemies of Islam, at the end of this Sura through some revelations Allah comforts

them. Sometimes He says that the wealth and properties of the disbelievers, which

are the fleeting capitals of this world and are given to them for their trial, should not

.attract your eyes to themselves
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Sometimes He orders them to establishing prayer and being constant in order to

.strengthen their spiritual power in front of the mass of their enemies

And, at last, He gives glad tidings to the Muslims that if this group do not believe, such

.people will have an evil and dark fate, for which hey must wait

However, the objective meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase /’ashāb-us-sirāt-is-sawiy/
mentioned in the holy verse is the immaculate Imams and the purpose of the phrase

(/man-ihtadā/ is their helpers. (The Commentary of Furqān

Imam Kāzim (a.s.), upon the commentary of the last part of the verse, said: “The

straight path is the path of our Qā’im (a.s.), and the guided one is he who may be

(guided to obeying him.” (Ta’wīl-ul-’Āyāt, p. 317, Tafsīr-ul-Burhān, vol. 3, pp. 50, 51

****

Supplicaton

!O’ Lord! Set us among the guided ones and the people of the straight path

O Lord! Do bestow on us that power and bravery that we be afraid of neither the

!mass of enemies nor do we fear from the dreadful events and difficulties

O Lord! Make separate the spirit of obstinacy and seeking pretexts from us and

.bestow on us the succour of accepting the Truth

The End of Sura Tā Hā
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Arabic-English Lexicon, by Edward William Lane, Librarie Du Liban, Beirut, Lebanon,.6
.1980

A Dictionary and Glossary, by Penrice B.A. Curzon Press Ltd., London, Dublin,.7
.Reprinted, 1979
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Webster’s New World Dictionary, Third College Edition, by David B. Guralnik, Simon .8
.Schuster, New York, U.S.A., 1984

The New Unabridged English-Persian Dictionary, by Abbas Aryanpur (Kashani), Amir .9
.Kabir Publication Organization, 1963

The Larger Persian English Dictionary, by S. Haim, published in Farhang Mo‘āser, .10
.Tehran, Iran, 1985
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Index

A

Aaron: 215, 279, 280

Abbreviated letters: 191

Abdillah-ibn-Zayd-Māzinī: 320

Abdu-r-Razzāq: 371

Abel: 121

Abī-Basīr: 184

Abraham: 253, 254

Listens to Ishmael: 55 - 

The explanation of the life of: 189 - 

The feature of: 265 - 

The friend of Allah: 251 - 

The line of: 262 - 

Abū-Basīr: 307

Abū Hurayrah: 320

Abūthar: 65

Abyssinia: 241

Ād: 117‘

Adam: 280
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The prostration of Angels to: 100 - 

Adventure of the Companions of the Cave: 46

Age of Ignorance: 242

Ahlul-Bayt: 142, 280, 332, 347

Ahmad: 331, 371

Alexander: 151

All-ibn-’Ibrāhīm Qummī: 184, 318

Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā: 348

:Allah

Accepted the prayer of the Companions of the Cave: 32 - 

The attributes of: 338, 344 - 

The daughters of: 24 - 

The domination of: 345 - 
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Four attributes of: 342 - 

The Lordship of: 167 - 

The knowledge of: 344 - 

The remission of: 116 - 

The Sovereignty of: 342 - 

The Will of: 130 - 

The Words of: 182 - 

The Wrath of: 420 - 

Allah Willing, a holy phrase: 55

Allāmah-Amīnī: 371

Alūsī: 197, 332

Amālī: 371’

Amrū‘ās: 241

Arafah: 280‘

Ark: 280

Asad-ul-Qāyah: 371

Ash-Shajarah-Fil-’Amālī: 371

Āzar: 252, 254, 256, 261’

Answers Abraham: 258 - 

Speaks without reason: 260 - 
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B

Barā-ibn-‘Āzib: 332

Al-Baqawī: 371

Beautiful-Names: 374

Occurred 970 times in the Qur’ān: 353 - 

Bihar-ul-’Anwār: 236, 319, 371

Bukhārī: 278, 331

C

Calf: 423
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Calumny: 231

Children of Israel: 275, 283

Christ: 238, 240, 246

Christians: 23, 207, 240, 266, 325

Believe that Messiah is the son of God: 24, 324 - 

The history of: 246 - 

The companions of the Cave: 29, 73, 121, 176, 183

The details and specialties of: 40 - 

The dog of: 53 - 

The geographical situation of their cave: 42 - 

The lessons of the story of: 62, 63 - 

The sleep of:58 - 

Cyrus: 151

D

Day of judgment: 92, 313

The Day of Hereafter: 171, 313

Divine court 316

Durr-ul-Manthūr: 331

E

Egypt: 55, 271, 278
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People of: 415 - 

Elias: 277

Elija: 277

Eskandar: 151

Ethiopia: 241

Ezekiel: 275

Ezrū as God’s son: 23, 324, 329
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F

Fadak: 197, 198

Al-Fadā’il: 371

Fadā’il-ul-Khamsah: 371

Fakhr-i-Rāzī: 203

Farā’id-us-Samtayn: 371

Fatimah (a.s.): 197, 198

Fatima-uz-Zahrā’ (a.s.):206

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to knock at the door of: 280 - 

Firdaus: P. 118

Fi-Zalāl: 331

Fusūl-ul-Muhimmah: 331

G

Gabriel: 217, 221, 222, 291, 331

Brought Sura Al-Kahf: 29 - 

Ganjī Shāfi‘ī: 331

Geographical situation of the cave of ‘the Companions of the Cave’: 42

Gog and Magog: 162

Who are they: 170 - 

H
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Hādī, Imam (a.s.): 205

Hajj: 177

Hākim-Abul-Ghasim Huskānī: 423

Hereafter: 94, 95, 248, 292, 312

The court of: 247 - 

The Day of: 171, 238, 313 - 

The Fire of: 68 - 

The matter of: 189 - 

The ornamental clothing therein: 71 - 
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The punishment of: 107 - 

Herod: 210

Heradias: 209, 210

Heythamī: 332

Hilyal-ul-’Auliyā’: 371

Holy Spirit: 212

Hussayn: 192, 210

I

Iblis: 101

Ibn-Abbās: 119, 271

Ibn-Abī-‘Āsim: 371

Ibn-i-’Asākir: 371

Ibn-Mājeh: 278

Ibn-Sabbagh-Mālikī: 331

Ibn-ul-Maqāzilī: 371

Idris: 277

Ihghagh-ul-Haghgh: 371

Irhadāt (miracles): 227’

Īlah, a harbour: 138’

Intercession: 450
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Of Chirist: 450 - 

Of idols: 451 - 

The conditions of: 451 - 

Isaac (’Ishāq): 264, 279

Al-Isāba: 371

Ishmael: 275

Told his father he would find him of the patient: 55 - 

Ismā‘īl: 275

p: 493

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 6079 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


J

Jābir-ibn-‘Abdillah: 301, 336

Jacob: 100, 264, 277

Ja‘far-ibn-Abī-Tālib: 241, 242

Ja‘far-i-Tayyār: 242

Jāmi‘-ul-’Usūl: 371

.( Jawād, Imam (a.s

Jesus: 205, 218, 221, 222, 232, 2374, 235, 238, 239, 241, 278

Miracles of: 227 - 

Speaks in cradle: 230 - 

The epithets of: 240 - 

The Jews: 23, 266, 329

Believed that Ezra is Allah’s son: 325 - 

John (Yahya): 205, 212

Al-Juweynī: 371

K

Ka‘b: 154

Ka’bah: 266

Kanz-ul-Ummāl: 204, 318

Karbalā: 192
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Kashshāf: 270, 331

Kashf-ul-’Asrār, the Commentary: 56

Khidr: 277

The story of: 145 - 

The knowledge of: 125 - 

Kulaynī: 274

L

Lady of Islam, Fatimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s.): 198
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M

Madinah: 149, 371

Madyan: 271

Mahdī, Imam (a.s.): 205, 234, 278

Behind whom Messiah keeps up prayer: 278 - 

Ma’mūn: 173

Maryam: 189, 211

And the foreigner: 215 - 

Mashlūl Supplication: 152

Mecca: 241, 336

Messiah: 174, 238, 243

The son of God: 24, 243 - 

Struggled against blasphemy: 244 - 

Moses: 119, 129, 139, 215, 269, 272

Has been mentioned 136 times in the Qur’ān: 118 - 

Mentioned in 20 Suras of the Qur’ān: 353 - 

Was called from a long distance: 273 - 

Muhajjat-ul-Baydā’: 204

Mu‘jam-ud-Din: 331

Mu‘jam-us-Sahabah: 371
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N

Nahrawān 177

Najāshī: 242

Namrood 152

Nastūriyyah 245

Neyshābūrī: 331

Nasā’ī: 278

Nudbab, the Supplication: 340

p: 495

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the

Holy Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 6083 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


O

Origin and End: 179

P

Palestine: 209

Paradise: 180, 249, 276, 296, 317

The people of: 72, 249, 276, 302 - 

The key of: 288, 290 - 

Prayer is enjoined: 480

.(: The Prophet (p.b.u.h

Once did not mention: ‘If Allah wills’: 29 - 

Q

Al-Qādīr: 371

Qurar-ul-Hikam: 319

The Quraysh: 17, 241

Sent men to investigate about Muhammad (p.b.u.h.): 28 - 

Al-Quti‘ī: 371

R

Ramazān: 280

Remission of Allah: 116

Repentance and the Qur’ān: 284, 286
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Resurrection: 45, 49, 93, 171, 201, 296, 298, 300

The Day of: 179, 245, 267, 322 - 

Ruh-ul-Ma‘ānī: 332
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S

Sahīh-i-Bukhārī: 320

Sahīh-i-Muslim: 278, 319

Sahlah Mosque: 278

Salmān: 65

Sāmirī: 438, 441

Satan: 101, 106, 123, 269

The temptation of: 338 - 

Sawā‘igh-ul-Muhraghah: 332

Sayyid-ibn-Tāwūs: 371, 465

Sayyid-i-Qutb: 197

Shi‘ite: 197, 278, 331

Siddighah-Tāhirah (a.s.): 206

Silence Fasting: 227

Solaymān-ibn-Dāwood: 197

Solomon: 205

Spirit: is of the command of Allah: 29

Syria: 271

T

Tabarī: 201, 331
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Tabarsī: 198, 203, 414, 421

Tablets of Moses: 419

Tara’if: 371

Tarmathy: 371, 348

Tathkirah: 331

Tathkirat-ul-Khawās: 278

Al-Tayālisī: 371

Tha‘labī: 332

Thamūd: 117

Tibyān: 21
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:Traditions narrated from the Immaculate

.(: The Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h

If a person says 'That which Allah pleases’ and ‘There is no power except in Allah’,
when He bestows on him wealth and children, Allah may repel his calamities and

disquiet from him so that he obtains his (good) wishes. P. 83

In Hereafter there will arrange one hundred and twenty thousand rows. Eighty

thousand of them will be the Prophet’s community, from the beginning of his embassy

until the end of resurrection, and the former communities will be only forty thousand

rows. P. 94

Paradise has one hundred degrees, the best of which is ‘Firdaus’. Whenever you

supplicate, ask ‘Firdaus’ from Allah. P. 118

The person who performs his deeds with sincerity for forty days, Allah will flow the

springs of wisdom and knowledge from his heart to his tongue. P. 187

If only the last verse of Sura Al-Kahf were revealed to my community, it would be

sufficient for them. P. 187

Verily Allah, the Exalted, will not accept any action in which there is a tiny amount of

hypocrisy. P. 187

Verily Allah has forbidden the Paradise for every hypocrite, man and woman; and

piety is not (found) in beauty of face and clothing, but piety is (found) in serenity and

solemnity. P. 187

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has said to Ali (a.s.): “Are you not content with (this fact) that you

are to me as Aaron was to Moses, save that there is no prophet after me?” P. 370

Verily Ali is from me and I am from him, and he is the master of every believer after

me. P. 371

If a day passes in me wherein my knowledge is not increased, that day is not blessed
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for me. P. 459

The most neglectful people is he who takes no admonition from the change of the

world. P. 474
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.( Imam Ali (a.s

The additional 9 years of the sleep of ‘The companions of the Cave’ (309 years) was

because of the difference between the solar year and the lunar year P. 59

What will then be your position when your affairs reach their end and graves are

turned upside down (to throw out the deed)? There shall every soul realize what it has

sent before, and they shall be brought back to Allah, true Lord, and what they did

fabricate (the false deities) will (away) from them. P. 99

Allah sent His prophets toward them (people) to get them falfill the pledges of His

creation, to recall to them His bounties… PP. 113, 114

Allah made clouds timid for him in a manner that he could ride on it; and He granted

him the means of everything; and He made everywhere bright for him so that the

night and the day became the same for him. This is the meaning of making him mighty

in the earth. P. 153

The best clothing of the religion is modesty. P. 220

The sin of) calumny charged against the pious is heavier than the skies. P.231)

When Allah loves a servant, He may inspire uprightness in him. P.268

O people! Beware that there is a Sāmirī in any nation, and you are, O Hassan! the

.Sāmirī of this community

You take the tracks of the Messenger of Allah from me and mix them with your carnal

desire and your own interpretation of them by your personal opinion, then you will

create a new school and invite people to it. P. 438

.(: Fatimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s

Claiming Fadak, she reasoned to Sura Maryam, No. 19, verse 8 PP.197, 198
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.(: Imam Hassan (a.s

Do you not know that Khidr made a hole in the ship, and killed a lad and his actions

caused the anger of Moses? O people! If I did not accept peace, all the Shi‘ite on the

earth would be vanished. P. 149

.(: Imam Hussayn (a.s

From among the mean aspects of this world is that the head of Yahya-ibn-Zechariah

was brought as a present to a wicked woman from the Children of Israel. P. 210

.(: Imam Sajjad, Zayn-ul-‘Ābidīn, Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn (a.s

Silence fasting is prohibited. P. 225, 228

We are the objective meaning of this verse. (verse 58 from Sura Mary) P. 280

.(: Imam Muhammad Bāqir (a.s

The objective meaning of calling Allah in the morning and in the evening is ‘to perform

the prayer’. P. 65

The purpose of “ And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord’; …” is the mastership of Ali-
.(. ibn-Abītālib (a.s

The attendant of Moses brought the salted fish by the sea to wash it. The fish moved

in his hand and escaped into the sea. P. 120

Zul-qarnayn was not a prophet, but he was a righteous man whom Allah loved. He

.enjoined his people to piety

It happened that people knocked on one side of his head. After that, he disappeared

.for a length of time. Then he returned and repeated his invitation again

People struck another knock on the other side of his head. Therefore, because of

those two knocks, he had been known as Zul-qarnayn. P. 150
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Gabriel blew in Mary’s collar and at the same moment Jesus was existed in mother’s
womb. P. 218

The objective meaning of the phrase /θummahtadā/ is the guidance unto the

leadership of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.). P. 422

p: 500
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The intercession of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is only for those who are well-pleased (by

Allah) from the point of action and speech, and they have lived with the love of Ahlul-
Bayt (a.s.) and have died with it. P. 451

.(: Imam Sādiq (a.s

The objective meaning of calling Allah in the morning and in the evening is ‘to perform

the prayer’ P. 65

On the Day of Hereafter, when the man’s record of deeds will be given to him, he

looks at it and sees that all his moments, words, movements and deeds are recorded

in it; then he remembers them wholly such that as if he has done them just one hour

before. P. 95

The attendant of Moses brought the salted fish by the sea to wash it. The fish moved

in his hand and escaped into the sea. P. 120

Moses (a.s.) was more learned than Khidr in religious prudence, but Khidr was more

aware of a branch and a mission other than that. P. 125

Precautionary dissimulation can be a barrier between you and your opponents which

is not climbable, or penetrable. PP. 164, 165

I inform you that the Word of Allah has neither an end, nor has it finite, nor does it

cause to eternity. P. 184

On the Day of Hereafter, the servant, who had established prayer, will be brought‘
and he says: ‘O Lord! I have prayed for your pleasure’. He will be answered: ‘But you

prayed in order to be said what a good prayer so and so has established. Take him

unto the Fire.’ Then, he (a.s.) said: ‘The same manner will be treated with the one who

has struggled, has recited the Qur’ān, and has given alms’. P. 188

The pregnancy of Mary lasted nine hours. P. 219

The best deeds are: prayer in its time, kindness to the parents, and Holy Struggle in
the way of Allah. P. 236
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The love of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) is a reward that Allah gives to the believers

who have righteous deed. P. 333
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Whoever longs for the people’s help, his sorrow will prolong and his rage will remain.
P. 478

.(: Imam Kāzim, Mūsa-ibn-i-Ja‘far (a.s

Verily the Alms tax has been assigned as a provision for the poor and as a cause of

increase in the wealth of them. P. 236

The command of prostration and then the disobedience of Satan is a kind of solace for

the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) meaning that if his command was not obeyed, he would

not be worried since Iblis did not obey His command, either. P. 461

The straight path is the path of our Qā’im (a.s.), and the guided one is he who may be

guided to obeying him. P. 485

.(: Imam Ali-ibn-Mus-ar-Ridā (a.s

The objective meaning of the word /ŏikr/ in this verse is Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.). P. 173

He who belies a believer man or a believer woman, or says something about him

which is not in him, on the Day of Judgment Allah will make him stand on a heap of

Fire until he comes out of what he had said against him. P. 231

The most horrible days of a man are three days: the birth day, the day of death, and

the Day of Hereafter. P. 238

Verily there are ninety nine Names for Allah, Almighty and Glorious. He who invocates

by them it will be answered from him, and he who counts them will enter Paradise”. P.
348

.(: Imam Jawād (a.s

Became Imam in his childhood P. 205

.(: Imam Hādī (a.s

Became Imam when he was a child P. 205
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.(: Imam Mahdī (a.s

Became Imam when he was a child P. 205
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Tūr: 271

Turah: 182

The laws of: 209 - 

U

Ubayy-ibn-Ka‘b: 119

Ubayy-ibn-khalaph: 295

Ulul-‘azm: 126’

Ummayyads: 284, 336

W

Walīd-ibn-Muqayrah: 295

Wall in China: 151

Y

Yabna-Tāhā: 340

Ya‘ghūbiyyah: 245

Yahyā (John): 205, 212, 238

Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah: 278

Yāsīn: 340

Yazīd: 192, 210, 284

Yemen: 274

Youth: is a faithful person: 31
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Yūsuf: 100, 331

p: 503
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Z

Zakhā’ir-ul-‘Ughbā: 331, 371

:Zamakhsharī

:Zamzam

The water of: 266 - 

Zaynul-‘Ābidīn, the fourth Imam (a.s.): 423

Zechariah: 192, 199

Ziyādātih: 371

Zulqarnayn: 150

Traveled to the West and the Est: 158 - 

Zurārah: 142

p: 504
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میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

هیآ 174) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) انیبم ارون  مکیلا  انلزنا  مکبر و  نم  ناهرب  مکءاج  دق  سانلا  اهئآ  ای 

O' mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the"

Qur'an) from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest." (Holy

(Quran 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 15  هروس   ) نوظفاحل هل  انا  رکذلا و  انلزن  نحن  انا 

خن انإ 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and we will assuredly Guard i (from"

(corruption)." (Holy Qur'an 15:9

هیآ 124) هط 20  هروس   ) یمعأ همیقلا  موی  هرشحن  اکنض و  هشیعم  هل  ناف  يرکذ  نع  ضرعا  نمو 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur'an), verily for him is a " 
straitened toilsome life, and we shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgement."

((Holy Quran 20: 124

هیآ 82) ءارسا 17  هروس   ) نینمؤملل همحرو  ءافش  وه  ام  نارقلا  نم  لزنن  و 

healing and a mercy to

na We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur'an that which is a ang and a mercy to

(those who believe..." (Holy Qur'an 17: 82

ص:505
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A Presentation to Muslims

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

 " مْکُْنِم رِْملأا  یِلوُاوَ  لَوسَُّرلا  اوعُیطِأَوَ  هََّللا  اوعُیطِأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  یلاعتَ " : هّللا  لَاق 

هیلآا 59 ءاسنلا 4 - هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and those charged with “ 
(authority among you …” (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

Those charged with authority’ are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s.) and, at the )‘
time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned, pious, and just, should be

.( referred to

نْمَفَ هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ  هِّللا  لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّراصْناَْلا  هِّللا  دِْـبعَ  نِْبرِِباـج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباـج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحـَ  یِف  نِیدّـلا  لِاـمکِْا  یِف 
، بٍِلاط یباَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب ؛ نِْم  نَیمِلسـْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ  وَ  رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَیذَّلارِْماَْلاوُلوُا 

یِّنِم هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباج ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  یٍّلعَ  نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسـَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث 
نُْب نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  یٍّلعَ ، نُْب  دُمَحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاصّلا  َّمُث  مَالََّسلا ،

هِْیدَیـَ یلَعَ  هُرُکْذِ  یلاـعتَ  هُّللا  حُتـَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  یٍِّلعَ ، نِْب  نِسَحَْلا  نُْبا  هِدِاـبعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  هِّلا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسـَ وَ  َّمُث  یٍِّلعَ ،
لَاق .نِامیاْلِل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئایلواَ  هِِتعَیـش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اـهِبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْاَْـلا وَ  قَرِاشـَمَ 

نَوعُفِتَْنیَ هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب  يذَّلاوَ  يا  لَاقفَ  هِِتبَْیغَ ، یف  هِِب  عُآفِتْناِْلاَ  هِِتعَیـشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج :
 ... بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا  عِافِتْناِکَ  هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب 

هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 

ص:506
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In ‘Ikmāl-ud-Din’ a tradition, through ‘Jābir-il-Ju‘fī’, is narrated from ‘Jābir-
ibn-‘Abdillāh’ thus: " I said: ‘ O Messenger of Allah, we have known Allah and His

Apostle; then who is ’Ulul-’Amr, those that Allah has made their obedience the same

as your obedience?’ Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘O Jābir! they are, after me, my

successors and the Guides of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abītālib; then

(Imam) hassan, and (Imam) Husayn; then Ali-ibn-il-Husayn; then Mohammad-ibn-Ali;

known in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! when you visit him, give my

regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, – Ja‘far-ibnMuhammad; and after him Mūsa-
ibn-Ja‘far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhammad-ibn-Ali; then Ali-ibn-Muhammad,
then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes) Al-Ghā’im, whose name and sir-
name is the same as mine. He is Allah’s Authority on the Earth and His Remainder

amongst His servants. He is the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-‘Askarī). This is the

very personality by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and the Wests of the

worlds, and this is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and his

lovers in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except for

." the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah! Will his followers avail of him during

his occultation?’ He answered: ‘Yes. By the One Who appointed me to prophethood,
they will seek brightness from his light and will avail by devotion in his absence the

’…" same as the availing of people from the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253’ with nearly similar meaning in Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

 " یحَوُی یٌحْوَ  َّلاإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  يوَهَْلا ☼  نِعَ  قُطِنیَ  امَوَ  یلاعتَ " : هّللا  لَاق 

هیلآا 3 و 4 ( – 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does he (the Apostle) speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation that is " 
"revealed

(Sura An-Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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(: ص  ) هّللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

" یترَْتعِ ضِرْلاَْا وَ  یَلِا  ءِامَّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمْمَ  لٌْبحَ  هِّللا  بُاتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، هِّللا وَ  بَاتکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  مْکُیِف  كٌرِات  یّنِا 

ینوفُُلخْتَ اذامِب  اورُظُْنافَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امهَُّناَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا  فَیطلّلا  َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُهْأَ 

(: ص  ) یبَّنلا لَاق  :" رخَا ثٍیدحَ  یف  وَ  امهِِب " مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  ام  اوُّلضِتَ 

هحفص 17 دلج 3  لبنح ، نبدمحا  دنسُم  هحفص 90 و  رابخلاا ، یناعم 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: " I leave behind me two weighty (very

worthy and important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur'ān), which is

a stretched string from the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my

Ahlul-Bait; for verily Allah, The Merciful, The Aware, informed me that

never, never, will these two get separated from each other until they meet

me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance). Therefore, be

careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me) ". And, in

another tradition it is added: " Never, never, shall you get astray if you

." attach yourselves to these TWO

Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, Musnad Ahṃad-ibn-Ḥanbal, Vol. 3, p. 17, and)
other

books from the Sunnite School and Shi`ah School mentioned in Ihq̣āq-ul-Haqq, Vol. 9,
p. 309

(to 375

: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

سانلا اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  اًدبع  هّللا  محر 
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انوعبت انملاک لا  نساحم  اوملع  ول  مهناف 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 -  رابخلاا  یناعم 

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said

May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our " 

commandment." I asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your

commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: " He (can) learn our sciences and

teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits) and goodnesses

." of our speech, surely they would follow us

(Ma`ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 180 `Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, V. 1, p. 207)

p: 508
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The Rank and Importance of the Qur'an

هقلخ یلع  هللا  لضف  ملاکلا  رئاس  یلع  نارقلا  لضف  ص : )  ) هللا لوسر  لاق 

The holy Prophet (p.b.l.h.) said: " The superiority of the Qur'an unto other words is like

." the superiority of Allah (s.x.l.) unto His creatures

هحنم 182 نم  هدج  راثلااو  رابخلأا  عماج 

رودلا ءانب  رونلا و  حیباصم  هیف  نارقلا  اذه  نإ  ع : )  ) یلع با  سکلا  لاق 

Imam Hassan-ibn-Ali (a.s.) said: "Verily in this Quran there are some bright lights of

(." guidance) and also a healing (remedy) for the hearts (minds

هحفص 162 لوا  دلج  راثلااو  رابخلاا  عماج 

هملع نارقلا و  ملعت  نم  مکرایخ  ص : )  ) هللا لوسر  لاق 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: "The best of you is the one who learns the Qur'an and

." teaches it

هحفص 177 دلج 92  راونلاا  راحب 

.هعبت نمل  هاجن  هب و  کسمت  نمل  همصع  كرابملا و  ءاودلا  عفانلا و  ءافشلا  هناف  نآرقلاب  مکیلع  ص : )  ) یبنلا لاق 

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: "Be aware of the Qur'an! verily it is a useful healing,
and an auspicious remedy; and it is the protector of the person who holds fast to it,

." and a rescue for the one who follows it

هحنم 492 لوا  دلج  راثلااو  رابخلاا  عماج 

****

p: 509
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The list of publications of the Library

There are 260 Arabic/Farsi Commentaries (Tafsir) Available at the

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library as Sources for This Commentary

:and Among Them are the Following

-Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Karīm by `Allāmah as - Sayyid `Abdullāh Shubbar, Dār-u . 1

Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

,Tafsīr-ul-Qummī by Abil-Hasan `Alī ibn Ibrāhīm-il-Qummī, Dār-ul-Kitāb, Qum, Iran . 2

A.H. - A 1968/1387

Fi-Zilāl, Sayyid-i-Qutb; Dār-u-Ihỵā'-it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, Beirut,Lebanon,1967/1386 -A . 3

,At-Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif by Muhammad Jawād Muqniyah, Dār-ul `ilm lil-Malāyīn, Beirut . 4

Lebanon, 1970 - A

Tafsīr-is-̣Sạ̄fī by al-Fayd-il-Kāshānī, al-A`lamī lil-Matbu`āt, Beirut,Lebanon, . 5
1979/1399

A

,Manhaj-us-̣Sạ̄diqīn by Fathụllāh Kāshānī, `Ilmiyyah Islāmiyyah Bookshop, Tehran . 6

Iran - F

Tafsīr-i-Abulfutūh Rāzī by ash-Shaykh Abulfutūh Rāzī, Islamiyyah Bookshop, . 7
,Tehran

Iran, 1973/1393 A.H. - F

Tafsīr-i-Rūh-̣ul-Ma`ānī by al-Ālūsī al-Baqdādī, Dār-u-Ihyā'it-Turāth-il-`Arabī, . 8
,Beirut

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 6107 of 6119

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Lebanon 1985/1405 - A

,Tafsīr - i - al - Manār (Tafsīr - ul - Qur'ān - il - Ḥakīm), by Mohammad Rashīd Ridā . 9

Dār-ul-Ma`rifat, Beirut, Lebanon, - A

Tafsīr-ut-Tạbarī (Jāmi`-ul-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān) by Mohammad-ibn-Jarīr . 10

at-Tabarī, Dār-ul-Fikr, Al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1988/1408 - A

,Nafahạ̄t-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by ash-Shaykh Muhammad an-Nahāwandī . 11

Iran, 1937/1357 - A

Al-Tafsīr-ul-Ḥadīth by Muhạmmad `Izzat Darūzat; Dār-u-Ihyā'-il-Kutub . 12

Al-`Arabbiyyah, al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1962/1381 - A

-Al-Tebyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Mohạmmad-ibn-il-Ḥassan Tụ̄sī, Dār-u-Ihyā'-it . 13

Turāth Al-`Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon - A

Ālā'-ur-Rahṃān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Muhạmmad Jawād Albalāqī, Wijdānī . 14

Bookshop, Qum, Iran - A

,Al-Isra'īliyāt fī-Tafsīr wal Ḥadīth by Dr. Muhạmmad Husain Al-Thahabī . 15

Dār-ul-Īmān, Damascus, 1985/1405 - A

,Al-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Sayyid Abulqāsim Khu'ī, al-Matba`at-ul-`ilmiyyah . 16

Qum Iran, 1966/1385 - A

At-Tafsīr wal-Mufassirūn by Muhạmmad Ḥusain Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Maktab . 17

Al-Ḥadīthah, al Qāhirah, Egypt, 1976/1396 A.H. - A

Al-Jawāhir fī Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān-il-Karīm, by Tạntāwī Juharī, Mustafā Bāb-il-Halabī . 18
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Printing Office, Egypt, 1930/1350 - A

,Fathul-Qadīr by Muhạmmad-ibn-`Ali al-Shoukānī; `Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon . 19

A  - 1981/1401

;Al-Mabādi'-ul-`Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur'ān by Dr. Muhạmmad Ḥusain-`Ali-al-Saqīr . 20

Maktab-ul-A`lām-il-Islāmiyyah, Qum, Iran, 1993/1413 - A

Tafsīr-ul-Baqawī (Ma`alim-ut-Tanzīl fī Tafsīr wat-Ta'wīl) by Husain -ibn Mas`ūd . 21

al-Baqwī ash-Shāfi`ī; Dār-ul-Fikr, al-Qāhirah, Egypt 1985/1405 A.H. - A
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Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Language Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic ; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 1

Ma`ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur'ān) - A . 2

Kholās-̣iye-`Abaqāt-ul-Anwār (A Summary of a Tradition on Imamate) - A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-Eqtisạ̄d-dar Qur'ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in Qur'ān . 4
and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī `inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) According to . 5
Tradition) - A

Ma`ālim-ul-Ḥukūmah-fī-Qur'ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur'ān - A

Al-Imam-is-̣Sạ̄diq wal Mathāhib-il-Araba`ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims' Issues) - A . 7

Ma`ālim-un-Nabuwwah fī Qur'ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur'ān) . 8
- A

Ash-Shu'ūn-il-Eqtisạ̄d fī-Qur'ān was Sunnah (Ways of Economy in Qur'ān and . 9
Tradition) - A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-̣Sạlāh ̣al-Ḥalabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
- A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-`Ali-ibn-Abī-Tạ̄lib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi`ī (The Merits of Imam

Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) of Islam - A`

Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahhạ min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bait-il-Athār by Ḥafiz ̣Mohammad . 12
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al-Badakhshanī

Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) - A)

Ba`z-i-Mu'allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on . 13
Islamic Education) - F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī) - A . 14

Yaum-ul Mau`ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) - A . 15

A-Qaybat-is-̣Sụqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi . 16
(a.s.)) - A

Mukhtalaf-al-Shī`ah by `Allāmah al-Ḥillī (Judgement through Jurisprudence in . 17
Islam) - A

Ar-Rasa'il-il-Mukhtārah by`Allāmah ad-Dawānī wal-Muhaq̣iq Mīrdāmād (A Book . 18
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میحَّرلا نِمحَّْرلا  هِّللا  مِسِْب 

هِظَعِوْمَْلا هِمَکْحِْلاب وَ  کَِّبرَ  لِیِبسَ  یَلءِإ  عُدُْا 

کََّبرَ َّنءِإ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتّلاِب  مهُْلدِج  هِنَسَحَْلا وَ 

مُلَعْأَ وَهُ  هِِلیِبسَ وَ  نعَ  َّلضَ  نمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ 

نیدِتَهْمُْلاِب

****

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful

;exhortation; and debate with them in a way which is the best

surely your Lord knows best who have strayed from His path and

.knows best who are (rightly) guided

.[ Sura Nahl (The Bee), No. 16, verse 125]
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About center

In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of

Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily

efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and

accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the

field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field

and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from

any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on

performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works

from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research

papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated

generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace

:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies

acting according to the legal licenses-
relationship with similar centers-

avoiding parallel working-
merely presenting scientific contents-

 mentioning the sources-
.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute

Publication of books, booklets and other editions-
Holding book reading competitions-

Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-
places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available

and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,
HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable

. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office

Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor

Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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