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This work authored by Sayyid Ridha Husayni Mutlaq, presents ninety-nine rights and
responsibilities which the true believers have to the Living Imam. The author
demonstrates that the best way which one can fulfill such responsibilities is through
purification of the soul and in addition, a spiritual change must take place within each

person and we must seek to maintain closeness to Allah
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Foreword by the Publisher

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

All praise belongs to Allah, the one who created us and then sent to us His
Messengers, specifically His final Prophet, and made apparent for us the divinely
appointed guardianship of His intimate friends, the A’immah of true guidance, for the

perfection of the faith

He then guided us towards the

pP:
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best of ethical traits and the keys for the acceptance of our actions and permitted us
to seek the reward of our actions so that we may enter into the haven of peace that
we may reside in the permanent gardens, where He will allow us to witness the Angel

who will say to us, Salam [Peace] this is the word from your Lord, the Merciful.

May the prayers and salutations be upon the final Messenger of Allah, Muhammad al-
Mustafa and upon his pure and immaculate family members — those who came to
explain to us the responsibilities which we must fulfill ¢owards Allah) through their
righteous words, and who came to lead the servants toward the oceans of light using

the flame which is like a Glowing lamp lit from the oil of the blessed olive tree,

Since the dawn of civilization, humanity has had to grapple with the forces of good
versus evil. Societies sometimes live in periods of relative calmness and security, but
just when everyone starts to get comfortable, oppression raises its ugly head,

bringing peace to a standstill

This has been the situation since the coming of the first human being on Earth,
namely Prophet Adam, and will persist until as we continue to ‘progress’ in terms of
science and technology, we see that humanity is ‘digressing’ in terms of morality,

Culture and its interaction with other nations

Asides from the countless ‘natural disasters’ which have displaced and killed millions
of people over the ages, the current century

p:y
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has seen wars on the increase, and it is the innocent men, women and children who
are caught in this cross fire

How can it be that humanity has evolved to such a level that they can penetrate the
furthest points of the solar system, but we cannot live in harmony with our neighbors?
Why is it that we can feed our insatiable appetite for the latest technological gadgets,

?but we cannot manage to nourish the hungry children dying of malnutrition

How is it possible that we can spend billions of dollars on the design and production of
the latest weapons of mass destruction, but we cannot afford to provide education
and basic health care services to the most vulnerable of our society? Is there any
hope for the underprivileged and deprived people of the world? Yes there is a beacon

.of hope

The belief in an awaited reformer and savior of humanity is an embodiment and a
symbol of an aspiration cherished by mankind, in spite of its divergent religious
doctrines. The Mahdi @jtf) as he is referred to in the Islamic beliefs is the
crystallization of an inspiration through which all people, regardless of their religious

affiliations, are waiting for

They all look forward to a day when the Heavenly mission will materialize when the
tiring march of humanity across history will culminate and the world will be able to live
in peace and tranquility

Religion, when it endorses this common consciousness and stresses that in the long
run, this world

p:¥
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will be filled with justice and equity after having been filled with injustice and
.oppression, gives it a factual value and converts it into a definite belief

This belief is not merely a source of consolation rather it is a source of virtue and
strength. It is a source of virtue because the belief in the Mahdi @jtf) means the total
elimination of injustice and oppression prevailing in the world and it is a source of
inexhaustible strength because it provides hope which enables humanity to resist

frustration, however hopeless and dismal the circumstances may be

The belief in the appointed day of his advent proves that it is possible for the forces of
justice to face and prevail over a world previously filled with injustice and oppression
.and reconstruct the world order

After all, prevalence of injustice howsoever dominant and extensive it may have
become is an abnormal state and must be eliminated. The prospect of its elimination
after having reached its climax infuses a great hope in every persecuted individual
and every oppressed nation, that it is possible to change the state of affairs of this

world

The concept of a Mahdi @ijtf) is more widespread than just within the Muslim
community however its detailed features, as determined and explained by Islam, are
.more in line with mankind’s aspirations and dreams

The Islamic concept of the Mahdi @jtf) is in greater conformity with the feelings and
sentiments of the oppressed and the persecuted of all times, more so thanin

p:¥
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any other religion or tradition. It is Islam which has given a concrete shape to an
tabstract idea

It is no longer necessary to look forward to an unknown savior, who may come into
the world at a distant future, rather as the savior is already here we simply have to
look forward to the day when the circumstances are appropriate for him to reappear

.and begin his great mission

The Mahdi @jtf) is no longer an idea. He is no longer a prophecy. We do not need to
wait for his birth. He already exists. We only have to wait for the inauguration of his
role. He is a specific entity living among us in his real human form and he shares our

hopes and our joys; and grieves at our sorrows and times of distress

He witnesses all the acts of oppression and persecution which are perpetrated on the
face of the earth, and somehow or another, he is affected by them. He too is
anxiously waiting the moment when he will be able to extend his helping hand to
everyone upon whom any wrong has been done, and that he will be able to eradicate

injustice and oppression completely

Although this Awaited Savior is living among us, waiting for the appointed moment of
his advent, however, he has been ordained not to proclaim himself, nor disclose his
identity

The concept of the Mahdi @jtf) as espoused by Islam shortens the gap between the
oppressed and the expected savior. It connects

p:o
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the bridge between them, howsoever long the period of waiting may be

The traditions @hadith) urge the believers in the Mahdi @ijtf) to keep on waiting for
him and to continue looking forward to solace. The idea is to establish a close spiritual
and intuitive link between the believers on the one hand and with the Mahdi@jtf) and

all that he stands for, on the other hand

It is not possible to establish such a link without believing that the Mahdi @jtf) has
already been born and that he is a living and contemporary personality. The late
Professor Henry Corbin, philosopher and researcher on Islam, and a student of the

late ‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husain Taba " taba’i has stated

To my mind, the Shi’ite is the only sect which has preserved and perpetuated the link
of Divine guidance between man and God through its belief in the Imamate. According
to the Jews, the prophethood, a real link between man and God, came to an end with
Moses. They do not believe in the Prophethood of Jesus and Muhammad. The
Christians too, do not go beyond Jesus. The Sunnite sect has also stopped at the
Prophet Muhammad and believes that the link between man and God has been

» severed with the end of the Prophethood

Thus, it is only the Twelve Shi’a, who believes that the link between man and God still
lexists through the Mahdi, and this belief will continue to exist forever

However, being in a state of Intidar or ‘active expectation’ for the awaited
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savior of humanity, the Shi’a differ greatly from other religious traditions and the
various schools of thought within the Islamic world, Since it is them who have been
ordered to and are actively working to lay the foundations which will herald the

.(glorious advent of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf

which literally means “to see” ” 1 The word, Intid'ar comes from the ‘Arabic root word
something. However, when it is put into the fourth of the ten (most common) ‘Arabic
which literally means “to wait or to anticipate ",k verbal forms, it becomes

”((something

From the Islamic texts and the writings of the scholars, we understand that Intidar is
an active state which a true believer must be in ¢ hours a day. What is the proof of
?this

One of the great Mara’ja (sources of emulation) of this current era and the foremost
authority on issues of the 1vth Imam, Ayatullah al-’Uzma al-Hajj ash-Shaykh Lutfullah
Safi Gulpaygani (may Allah keep him under His projection) explains that term of
actively waiting for the Mahdi (@jtf) in his work, “Intid’ar: The Force Behind Resistance

” [and Opposition [to Tyranny

:In this work he states

Intid'ar is a state (which a person finds himself in) which is comprised of true faith and*
firm belief in the sources (of legislation) in the faith of Islam (The Qur an and Sunnah
of the Prophet and A" immah) and in the mastership and guardianship (Wilayah) of
Imam al-Zaman @jtf). It dntid’ar) is a spirit of zeal and keen desire for the advent,

governance and
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.(living along side with the Ahlul Bayt (as

It is the detestation of the current state which we are in times of imperfection,
corruption, perversity and degeneration of our surroundings. This state of affairs
(being separated from the Imam and the corruption around us) burns deep within the
heart of a person and creates turbulence within the heart and affects one’s entire
presence including one’s individual actions and struggles to better the entire

”...s0ciety

:The late Henry Corbin stated the following in regards to the anticipation of the Imam

In the meantime it is the duty of all the Muslims, especially the Shi’a, to strive*
steadfastly for the creation of the proper atmosphere and the right climate for the
.establishment of a world order based on justice, virtue and piety

They should not only mould their individual lives according to the teachings and high
ideals of Islam, but they should also bend their efforts to set up the Islamic order on
the collective and communal level

They should devote themselves to the service of the faith and be prepared to receive
the Awaited Savior. That is what was meant by the Imams when they exhorted the
” (Muslims to keep on waiting for the Mahdi @ijtf

The founder and leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the late Ayatullah al-"Udhma
al-Hajj Sayyid Ruhullah Khumayni (may his spirit be sanctified) stated the following in
«(regards to awaiting the final Imam @jtf

What has value is that a person stands up in opposition to oppression. He stands“
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up and puts an end to the face of despotism and does not permit inhuman acts of
linjustice to take place this is what has value and worth

We have a responsibility! It is not correct to believe that since we are awaiting the
advent of Imam al-Zaman @jtf), we just sit at home, take the prayer beads tasbih)in
our hands and merely repeats the prayer, ‘may his return be a speedy one.’ Rather,
the swift return of the Imam must be made such by our own actions! We ourselves

"imust lay the groundwork for the return of the awaited Imam

Therefore, we see that we have a very important role in preparing ourselves and the
.(society for the return of the Mahdi @ijtf

He is alive and visits different places and takes an interest in world events. He often
attends the assemblies of the faithful, but does not disclose his true identity. He will
reappear on the appointed day, and will fight against the forces of evil, lead a global

revolution and set up a new world order based on justice, righteousness and virtue

Allah in the Noble Qur" an has clearly promised that a day will come when truth will
sprevail and the righteous will come to power

s ) S5 gl e ) G20 S 531 3 R 27§ U SIEN s S 15T 50 A
) V'éj 6..;5/3‘ 645‘

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do good deeds that He will surely“
make them successors on the Earth as He
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made those who were before them and that He will surely establish their religion
(which He has chosen for them...” (Suratul Noor, y¥: 8o

It is clear from this and other verses that ultimately, the righteous will take the world
administration in their hands and Islam will be victorious over all the other religions.
However, as we are instructed, those awaiting the glorious advent and the
eradication of all forms of evil need to actively engage in laying the groundwork for

.the return of Imam al-Mahdi (May Allah hasten his reappearance

The book that you have in your hands details over A. responsibilities, divided into 44
chapters which provide us with practical steps that need to be performed and
implemented in order to put in place the foundations for the advent of the Imam of

.our time

Some of the responsibilities mentioned in this work perhaps are things which we
already perform on a regular basis, without being aware that they are our duties
towards the Imam. By simply ‘shifting’ our intention and enacting them with the
thought in mind that they are being done to heard the return of the Awaited Savior,
we can do our part to ensure that his advent is hastened and that we have done

whatever is in our power to assist him

We would like to thank everyone who played a role in helping this publication
materialize, for without your continued support of this and our other publications,
such works would not see the light of day

Our sincerest
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appreciation is extended to the numerous private contributors, who have requested
anonymity, who graciously donated financially to this project. In addition, we need to
acknowledge the various non-profit charitable organizations who also contributed
financially " to this work, specifically the following (in alphabetical order): The Islamic
Humanitarian Service of Kitchener, Ontario, Canada and The Mohsin and Fauzia
Jaffer Foundation of Oprington, Florida, USA — all of your rewards are with Allah alone

Our special thanks are also extended to Shaykh Tahir-Ridha Jaffer for his meticulous
proof reading of the ‘Arabic text of this book and to Sister Arifa Hudda for a thorough
review and editing of the English text not an easy task for either of them given their
other responsibilities and commitments. Indeed, without the assistance of these two

individuals, this publication would have further been delayed

We pray to Allah that He grants all of the donors and anyone who had a role in the
publication of this book the greatest blessings, and keeps them under His Mercy and
Protection, and that He accepts this humble work from us, and Insha-Allah, enables
us to be among the helpers and Shi'a of Imam al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his

.(glorious advent

Islamic Publishing House

February vrd, v..A ce

Muharram yath, v¢v4 ah

(Martyrdom anniversary of Imam ‘Ali b. Husayn Zainul ‘Abidin (peace be upon him

Introduction by the Author

All Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the Universe. May the prayers and salutations
be upon our master and leader, the chief of all the Prophets and those who have

p: 1)
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been sent by Him, the beloved of the Lord of the Universe, the best of His creations
.@nd the best of humanity, Abul Qasim Muhammad S

In addition, may prayers and salutations be upon his family, the righteous and pure
Infalliables @s) especially the Remnants of Allah on His Earth, Imam al-Hujjah ibnil
Hasan al-’Askari @jtf). Finally, may the greetings and salutations be upon all of the
great Maraja’ [sources of emulation] of the faith and the shining lights of the Shari’ah
the past and present especially the late Ayatullah Khumayni, may Allah be pleased

with all of them

The purpose of humanity’s creation is for them to attain spiritual growth and
advancement towards the pinnacles of greatness and closeness to Allah, the Most
High. The only path which one can traverse to reach this station is The Straight Path

.@s-Siratul Mustagim) and we cannot diverge from this course

According to the accepted proofs(), The Straight Path is nothing other than the Imam
whom we have been ordered to follow. Therefore, in every time period, the Imam and
Divinely appointed proof of Allah, the Most High, is the true straight path and his is the

.only direction which leads towards happiness in both worlds

In the time which we are living, which is full of tribulations and calamities, and during
this state of uneasiness and anguish, the straight path which leads to Allah, the Most
High, is none other than the yvth Imam who is in occultation (ghaybah) and whose

advent is awaited

p:y
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by all

He is the proof of Allah on this Earth, even though he is behind the curtains of
occultation and his example is just like the sun which occasionally veils itself behind
the clouds; however we still benefit from its rays

In fact, the twelfth Imam @jtf) has stated: “During my period of occultation, you will
benefit from me just as you benefit from the sun when it goes behind the clouds and
is veiled from your sight. Thus, I am the source of refuge and protection for the

(people of Earth.”(x

During the current age, acquiring ma’rifah @ deep understanding and insight into the
Imam, his characteristics and traits), bringing about true faith and love for him, and
complete obedience to him is the straight path of Allah and is the only road towards

Salvation and happiness

We must traverse this path and must not show any lapses rather, we must expend all
of our energies in attaining piety and consciousness of Allah so that we may reach to
the highest level of our goal. The purification of our soul and the attainment of the

.consciousness of Allah in our heart

Tagwa of Allah is the only component which makes up the reality of the straight path,
and is the true essence of the path. It is also the same reality and firm foundation
which the Imam and proof of Allah of our time, al-Hujjat ibnil Hasan @s) has invited

his Shi’a (followers) and those who are actively awaiting his noble advent

p:y
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So be conscious of Allah, Majestic is His Glory, and help us to save you from a“
(seditious matter that is about to overcome you.” (1

‘He has also stated

L’:jj;;.i:;“ 3 3 1yeda 5 1,5

(Be conscious of Allah and submit to us and refer all affairs to us.” (v
:In addition, he has told us
uyvmwuwuy_dur@w%&@w wcp&www,

The end result, by virtue of the excellent arrangement of Allah, Glorious is He, shall
be praiseworthy for them (our followers) because they avoided committing the sins
(which He forbade them to perform.” (¢

Those who have a claim over us are many the greatest of which is Allah after Him, His
friend (wali) and representative on the Earth khalifah) has a right over us and thus,
the true definition of taqwa is to fulfill the rights of these individuals

The rights which must be observed while on the path of truth and which belong to the
representative of Allah, Imam Waliul ‘Asr @ijtf) are many. Some are related to
Jparticular individuals, while others are related to the believers in general

In this work, we have restricted ourselves to the second category the rights related to
the believers in general and as the reader can appreciate, we can only cover some of
them

Our purpose in compiling this work was to make these responsibilities available to the
lovers of the Imam @jtf) and those
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Biharul Anwar, vol. ov, pg. yvo, sec. vy, no. A (the letter written by the Imam to Shaykh -1

@l-Mufid
al-Ghaybah of Shaykh Tusi, pg. vas; Biharul Anwar, vol. ov, pg. \v4, secC. ¥\, no. 4 -¥

al-Ihtijaj, pg. faa (The letter written by the Imam to Shaykh al-Mufid); Biharul - v

Anwar, vol. av, pg. \vv, Sec. ¥\, NO. A
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who are seeking to follow the path of true guidance. It is hoped that the believers will
.(be able to uphold these responsibilities which we have to Imam al-Hujjah @jtf

In addition, the believers will also be acquainted with responsibilities which the Imam
.@jtH himself has to fulfill towards his followers

In the current era, the enemies of the faith have increased and have been able to use
various weapons against the believers. Through their onslaught, they have launched
wars against religion and those who follow Divine guidance, and without doubt, one of

their aims is to misguide the young generation of Muslims

Unfortunately, those who are unaware of their personal responsibilities have fallen
into the trap of the enemies, and either knowingly or unknowingly, has assisted them
.and may actually be at the forefront of helping them

The actions of the enemies of Islam, both in the past and present, have been enacted
in order to remove the aura of spirituality which exists amongst the true believers and
to delude the people from their primary goals of life

In such a time, it is incumbent upon the scholars and researchers of the faith of Islam
to elucidate upon the spiritual issues and pure teachings of the religion of Islam

In order to further advance the spiritual teachings, one must pay attention to the
discussions related to Imam al-Zaman @jtf) as he is the spiritual sun of the universe
and the primary reason for all spiritual movements. It is through the dissemination of

these teachings that
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we will arrive to the best methods of explaining the spiritual issues, which will in turn,
have a favourable impact upon the entire Islamic society

Thus, we hope that this book will lead to a continuation of discussions in regards to
Imam al-Hujjah @ijtf) especially those which focus on the practical actions which we
.must perform

As mentioned previously, this work focuses on the rights and responsibilities which
the true believers have to the Imam. As we know, the best way which one can fulffill
such responsibilities is through purification of the soul and in addition, a spiritual
change must take place within each person and we must seek to maintain closeness

to Allah

Therefore, with the permission of Allah, and through the blessings which we pray are
showered upon us by Imam al-Mahdi @jtf), may our souls be sacrificed for him, we
hope to be able to reach our goal and encounter a favourable end while on this path

We pray that we are able to grant contentment and happiness to the Imam (@ijtf) and
that we are given a grand status for our endeavours

This book is an abridgment of various books which have been written on this topic and
its contents has been extracted from works such as Mikyalul Makarim) and Spiritual
Links with the Sacred Presence of the Mahdi(v) however the work in your hands has

been presented with slight modifications from these two books

We have elucidated upon close to eighty responsibilities, however when we look at all
the responsibilities and

p:\#

Written by the late Ayatullah Sayyid Muhammad Taqgi Musawi ISfahani -\
Written by the late Sadrul Islam Mirza ‘Ali Akbar Hamdani -v


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_16_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_16_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

their sub categories as presented in this book, the number reaches ninety-nine

Where we have deemed necessary and in order to offer a deeper explanation, we
have divided a duty into numerous discussions. Obviously, all of the branches of that
Jparticular responsibility are merely extensions of the primary responsibility

As you shall see, responsibilities which are branches of the general responsibility are
.noted accordingly

vvth of Rabi’ al-Awwal, v¢y. ah

Birth Anniversary of Prophet Muhammad b. ‘Abdullah (S) and Imam Ja’far b.
Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) Sayyid Muhammad Rida Husaini Mutlaq

Responsibility : Ma’rifat of the Imam (as) Part

One of the most important responsibilities for a Shi’a is to acquire ma’rifah (a detailed
and profound understanding) of the Imam of the time, and the testimony to this can
.(be seen in both the logical and narrated proofs @hadith

It is clear from the traditions that we must know the characteristics and specific traits
of the Imam @s) whom we are all obliged to follow. This must be done so that we do
not mistake him for someone who claims his status. In addition, there are also

.(numerous traditions which oblige us to have a ma’rifah of our Imam @s

It has been related from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) that the Prophet of
Allah said

Lol S S gl ] O A 65 S e

One who dies while he does not have ma’rifah of the Imam @s) of his time, dies the“
(death of Jahiliyyah the period of Ignorance before the time of the Prophet (saws))”"(

In another tradition, this one from the eleventh

p: v
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Imam, Hasan ‘Ali al-’Askari @s), it is mentioned that
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Unquestionably, the Earth can never remain devoid of a hujjat (proof) of Allah over*
His creations. Indeed the person who dies without recognizing the Imam of his age
has died the death of Jahiliyyah.” The Imam @s) continued: “Surely this the issue of

».an Imam existing for all ages) is true, just as the (existence of) hell fire is true

It was said to the Imam: “O’ son of the Messenger of Allaht Who is the hujjat and
Imam after you?” The Imam replied: “My son, Muhammad is the Imam and hujjat
after me. Whoever dies and has not recognized him @s his Imam) has died the death

(of Jahiliyyah.”(

Without doubt, the meaning of these traditions which state that it is obligatory to
recognize the Imam of the time is that those who possess true faith must know the
Imam in the way and to the extent that would lead to their happiness in this world and

the next

In addition, the recognition of the Imam must be such that there remains no room for
.misguidance or confusion in regards to this noble personality

Thus, recognition can be divided
P: A
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into two types
:Ma’rifah of the personality of the Imam .\
Ma’rifah of the Imam himself .v

In order to acquire these two forms of ma’rifah, we must refer to the writings of the
(scholars of the faith.1

We must realize that recognizing the character and personality of the Imam can only
be achieved through understanding his qualities, attributes and special traits which
are related to the status of Imamate

If we are successful in becoming acquainted with the status of Imamate, its central
role in Islam and its characteristics and qualities, then we will become acquainted with
any Imam since all of the A"immah are created from one nur (Divine celestial light)

:and in the words of the leaders of true guidance themselves

The first of us is Muhammad, the middle of us is Muhammad and the last of us is“
Muhammad!(v) Thus, we must have ma’rifah of the merits and excellence of all of our
A’ immah @s) since they share these traits amongst themselves

On the other hand, we must also become acquainted with the merits of excellence
which are specific to the Imam whom we wish to know more about so that our
ma’rifah of him can become complete. This form of ma’rifah can be acquired through
knowledge of his name, title, titles of appellation, genealogy, characteristics, virtues,

.and other traits which relate to the specific time and place in which he lives

The minimum and maximum limits of these two types of ma’rifah of the Imam can be
understood by our intellect and

p: 4
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in brief, we will mention the minimum limit as stated in the traditions

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said: “The minimum level of ma’rifah of
the Imam is to know that he is on par with the Prophet except in the status of
prophethood. The Imam is the inheritor of the Prophet, and obedience to the Imam is

.equivalent to obedience of Allah and the Messenger of Allah

Thus, you must submit to the Imam in all issues, and all questions must be referred to
him. You must act in accordance with his commands and must know that the Imam
after the Messenger of Allah was ‘Ali b. Abi Talib @s). After him it was Hasan @s), then
Husain @s), then ‘Ali b. al-Husain @s), then Muhammad b. ‘Ali @s), then Ja’far b.
Muhammad @s), then Musa b. Ja’far @s), then ‘Ali b. Musa @s), then Muhammad b.
‘Ali @s), then “Ali b. Muhammad @s), then Hasan b. ‘Ali @s) and then al-Hujjah b. al-

(Hasan @jtf)—these are your leaders.”(\

As was previously mentioned, in order to recognize the Imam, we must know his
name, titles of appellation, the name of his father and other incidental facts. However,
we must also know his qualities of excellence and special merits

The Imam of our time @ijtf) shares the same first name as the Prophet Muhammad
(S). His title is also the same as that of the Prophet of Allah (S) (Abul Qasim) and his title
of appellation is al-Mahdi. He has
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a beautiful black mark on his right shoulder blade, a very handsome face with a nose
that is slightly protruded and is of average height

In addition, we also need to understand the specialties related to the time and place
.of the Imam and the events surrounding him including his actions and speech

For example, we need to know that in order for the Imam to make his advent, five
signs must be fulfilled. We know that when he makes his appearance, the Earth would
be full of oppression and corruption. However, before his advent, a sound will be
heard from the sky an image of a hand will be seen on the moon the staff of Musa will

be seen with him and many other signs

It should be noted that all of these signs are mentioned in the books of traditions()
and the appearance of these will herald his return. In addition, there are also other
special signs related to him which we must know and understand. Therefore knowing

these signs constitutes one of the ways in which we can recognize our living Imam

Responsibility Y: Ma’rifat of the Imam Part ¥

Another responsibility which the believers have is to ask Allah for a thorough ma’rifah
.of Imam al-Zaman @jtf) and one must be sincere in praying for this

Just as was previously stated, after attaining the ma’rifah of Allah and His Messenger
(S), the next most important action for the believers is to have ma’rifah of Waliul ‘Amr,
.Imam al-Zaman @jtf

Only Allah can grant this level
p: ¥
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of ma’rifah to his servants for this is something which is out of the power of human
beings to acquire without the help of Allah. Thus, this ma’rifah cannot be achieved
through a person’s own struggles as this is a nur (Divine celestial light) which Allah
places in the heart of those whom He wishes. Therefore, we must request the

recognition of our Imam from the Almighty through supplications

It has been narrated that Muhammad b. Hakim said to Abu ‘Abdillah, Ja’far b.
:(Muhammad as-Sadiq @s

£l e slall d 5 3o JB S n (il G & 5l

Who is responsible for granting this ma’rifah (of the Imam)?” He replied: “It is the*
doing of Allah and the servants have no role in it on their own - without the
(intervention of Allah).”(

In order to arrive at the recognition of the Imam, the following supplication is very
.effective

0.
..,‘si.f q':, ‘_;_g_d}é F.g.Ui

(O’ Allah! Grant me ma’rifah of Your Self...” (v

Responsibility ¥: Ma’rifat of the Imam Part ¥

Reciting the supplications which the Ahlul Bayt @s) has advised us is another
responsibility of the believers. The books of tradition have stated that the following
supplication should be recited and this is clearly seen in the following tradition

It has been narrated from Zurarah that he heard Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq
:@s) say

2
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Verily there is a period of occultation for my son before he makes his advent.” It was“
said to the Imam: ‘And why is this?” The Imam replied: ‘He will be frightened’ and
placed his hand on his abdomen and then said: ‘O’ Zurarah! He is the one who will be
awaited, and he is the one whom the people will have doubt in with regards to his

birth

Some people will say: ‘His father died without a child’ others will say ‘His mother was
pregnant with him (when his father died) others will say ‘He was born two years
before his father passed away’ and he is awiated, for surely Allah, the Noble and
Grand, loves to test the Shi’a and it is then that the impugners begin to doubt. O’
Zurarah! If you witness that period ©f confusion) then supplicate with this

:supplication
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O’ Allah! Grant me ma’rifah“
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of Yourself for if I do not have the ma’rifah of You then I will never know Your
Prophet. O’ Allah! Grant me ma’rifah of Your Messenger for if I do not have the
ma’rifah of Your Messenger than I will never know Your Representative. O’ Allah!
Grant me ma’rifah of Your Representative for if I do not have the ma’rifah of Your

(Representative, then surely I have gone astray from my religion.””(\

Responsibility ¥:Ma’rifat of the Imam Part ¥

Another responsibility of the true believers is to be familiar with the signs of the
(reappearance of Imam al-Zaman @jtf

Just as was previously mentioned, it is important for us to recognize the signs of his
return, as this is actually considered as a part of knowing the Imam. There are
:numerous signs which will herald his advent and they are divided into two categories

Signs which are absolute and will definitely happen .\
Signs which may or may not take place .y

According to the narrations, it is obligatory to know and understand both types of
signs. However, it is much more important to know the first type those that will
definitely occur before his return

According to the Islamic narrations, the signs that must occur before the Imam will
return are five with a small discrepancy in some of them (due to there being various
traditions in this regards). The differences in the signs will become obvious when we

look at them directly from the traditions

In brief, these signs are
.The arrival of Sufyani .\

The arrival and uprising of .y

p: yf
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Yamani

Aloud noise from the sky

(The killing of a pure soul (Nafs-e-Zakiyyah ¥
. The sinking of Bayda .»

It has also been mentioned in the traditions that the image of a hand will be seen on
the moon and this is also considered as one of the definite signs

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
1adly Cuasdl 5 a8 D 5 5 TRR Ga dmel 5 el 5 2 5 g5 o iSe p25 0 il

There are five (definite) signs for the return of al-Qaim @jtf) the appearance of al-“
Sufyani (the appearance of) al-Yamani, a loud cry from the sky, the killing of a pure
(soul [an-Nafs al- Zakiyyah]; and the caving in (of the earth)at Bayda" "«

It has been mentioned in the traditions that al-Sufyani is a reddish white coloured
man with a black eye and that he will make his advent during the month of Rajab. We
are told that he will take over a few countries of the world and that the advent of al-

Mahdi @jtf) will be in the same year

After many victories, al-Sufyani will turn his attention towards ‘Iraq and it is at this
time that Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) will make his advent from Makkah. At this point, a large
contingent of forces will be sent to attack the Imam by al-Sufyani), however when
this army will reach the place known as Bayda™ a location between Makkah and

Madinah they will be swallowed into the Earth

In addition, before the advent of the Imam @ijtf), many uprisings will
p:vo
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take place such as the revolts of al-Hasani and al-Yamani and according to some
traditions, the uprising of al-Yamani is also one of the definite signs

The hearing of two cries one from the sky and the other from within the Earth is also
one of the definite signs. During the first call, Jibra il will call the name of Imam al-
Qa’ im @ijtf) and his father and will proclaim that the truth is with “Ali ibn. Abi Talib @s)
and his Shi’a (followers). Everyone will hear this call in their own language and even

the women who are in their house behind locked doors will hear the call

As well, before the advent of the Imam, a noble person will be killed during the Hajj
rites in Makkah. In the traditions, this person has been referred to as the Pure Soul or
an-Nafs al-Zakiyyah. Detailed information about this individual has been mentioned in

.(the books concerning the occultation of Imam al-Zaman (@ijtf

The importance of knowing the signs which will take place before the advent of our
Imam, especially the definite signs that must occur, can best be understood when we
review the history of Islam

We see that some other signs may have already taken place and thus, a number of
people falsely claimed to be the Mahdi @ijtf) Without doubt, these people have fallen
out of the fold of Islam and it is they who are misguided and are left alone in utter

spiritual darkness

The reason for them falling into this
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state is that they were not acquainted with the signs related to the advent and
uprising of the Imam such that they could follow them. In addition, they lacked
awareness of the specific signs which will herald in the advent of the Imam

If they had knowledge of these signs, then they would not have been led astray and
would have stayed firm on the Imamate and Wilayat of the Imam @s). They would
not have been fooled nor would they have mistaken anyone else for the real Mahdi

(@jtf

Possessing a ma’rifah of the signs of the advent, especially the definite signs which
must take place, helps us in differentiating between truth and falsehood, and by
recognizing Imam al-Zaman @jtf), we would actually look forward to and prepare the
groundwork for his uprising. We would also not falter in our obedience to him or our

delay in adhering to him

It has been narrated by Zurarah that Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has
:said
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A caller will announce from the sky: ‘Certainly so and so is the leader.’ Then a caller*
will announce: ‘Certainly ‘Ali @s) and his followers

p:vyv
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are the victorious ones.” I said to the Imam: “So then who will fight against the Mahdi
@jtf) after this «cal)?” The Imam replied: “Unquestionably, Satan will also call out:
‘Certainly, so and so and his followers will be the successful ones’ meaning a man

’ from the tribe of Bani Umayyah

I said to the Imam: ‘So then how will a person be able to recognize the truthful one
from the imposter?” The Imam replied: ‘Those who narrate traditions will recognize
the difference) and they will say that it the call from the sky) will come before the
advent), and they will understand this and will know that they the ones who make the

(first call) are speaking the truth.”(

Responsibility d: Fulfilling the Rights of the Imam
Another responsibility of the Shi’a, is to fulfill the rights which the Imam has over us

Without doubt, the most important right which we owe to others starts with those
which we owe to Allah, followed by the Messenger of Allah and then the rights which
we must fulfill to our Imam. Obviously, the rights which our Imam demands from us

.must be carried out in the most perfect way

In regards to this responsibility, there are numerous traditions which have been
mentioned. Since it is not possible to narrate all of them, we suffice with one tradition
from the Infallibles which states

B 535 5= e JWE Al S8

Any right or privilege which belongs to Allah, the Most High, is also a privilege that*
belongs to us (the Ahlul

P: YA

al-Ghaybah of Nu’mani, pg. v£#, no. YA -


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_28_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Bayb)."o

Responsibility #: Inviting People to theImam

The next responsibility which rests upon the shoulders of the believers is to invite
others to have a better knowledge of the Imam and to help them advance in their
conviction. In addition, the believers must also be ready to guide one another to the

highest pinnacles of ma’rifah of the Imam

There are many proofs which stress the importance of this responsibility, such as
‘Amr bil Ma’ruf (enjoining others to what is right) and the benefits which are given to
guiding people to the path of truth

We are told that each person must invite others to the path of the Imam in
accordance with their level of awareness and understanding of the Imam. One must
educate others on the characteristics of the Imam, his moral fiber and other issues
related to him, and in actuality, this is a responsibility which we all share towards this
.noble personality and it is through this act that we bring ourselves closer to the Imam

A person who is active in this sort of invitation must not only possess the theoretical
knowledge of the Imam @nd of Islam), rather he must also manifest this knowledge
through his actions

As we know, it is through both the theoretical knowledge and our practical actions
that we are able to educate and guide the people towards the Imam so that they too
may be able to take him as their own personal example and guide to follow in life

Without a doubt, inviting others to the
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path of guidance through one’s practical actions has a greater effect than merely
possessing theoretical knowledge

From another point of view, we see that a person who is engaged in inviting others to
the way of the Imam must also employ good exhortation and advice, and through a
.combination of these methods, should guide others towards the Imam

If needed, the path of warning (of the punishment of Allah) can also be used so that
the hearts of the people are awakened to the truths around them and so that their
Spiritual souls are kept enlivened

A person inviting to the Imam must also be able to make use of the reliable proofs
traditions) and with the various proofs and logical arguments available, should be
able to convince others of the existence of the Imam and acquaint them with their

true leader

:One of the Infallibles has said
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Surely the scholar who instructs the people in matters of their religion and invites*
(them to their Imam is better than seventy thousand worshippers.”(\

In another tradition, this one from Imam ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Hadi @s) it is stated
that
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If after the occultation of your Qa im @ijtf) there were not to remain a person from«
amongst the scholars who invite towards him the Imam) guide others to him defend
his religion by the proofs of Allah, rescue the downtrodden servants of Allah from the
snares of Iblis and his hoards, and the traps of the enemies (of the Ahlul Bayt), then
there would not remain a single person on Earth) except that he would have left the

religion of Allah

However, these scholars take it upon themselves to be the protectors of the hearts of
our downtrodden Shi’a just as the captain of a boat takes control of the lives and
safety of those on his ship. Thus, these (scholars — the ‘Ulama) are the best people in

(the sight of Allah, the Noble and Great.”(

Responsibility Y: Relating the Merits and Qualities of the Imam

Another responsibility is to mention the merits and qualities of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf).
The narrations have encouraged the believers to do this for all of the Infallible
(A" immah @s) and specifically Imam al-’Asr @jtf

Without doubt, mentioning and reminding others of the merits and virtues of the
Imam is the same as mentioning goodness in itself @s the Imams are the
personification of everything good) and this is one of the best actions which a believer

.can perform and is a way to show enmity towards Satan

Imam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) has said
JaT s o155 @ 4 015738 ot 381 8 5
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Indeed when two believers meet one another and remember Allah and then mention*
the greatness of us the Ahlul Bayt @s), no flesh remains on the face of Iblis (Satan)
except that it gets wrinkled and his soul cries out due to the severity of the pain he

(feels)”a

In a tradition from Imam ‘Ali b. Husain as-Sajjad @s), it is stated that
Casl) BGE D 525 5 By5n S8 558 56 oSl Loyl 3 5= Gl 5

As for the right of the person who has done good to you over you, it is that you should“
hank him, remember his favor and spread (to others) good words about him.” (v

Responsibility A: Taking Part in Religious Gatherings

The next responsibility is to take part in gatherings in which the merits of Imam al-
Mahdi @jtf) are mentioned or in which his noble ancestors are remembered. We must
be present in such gatherings and through our presence, offer a spiritual gift to these
great personalities and make such programs dynamic as this is one of the signs of

true love for our Imam

:A companion narrated that Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) said

ju‘ub‘}oj‘&ué&@rg’é@‘uJJ}jw‘ju‘ DJLQQ A.U‘ng\ g_J.QBQV.J wudjj}bjuyubw‘gu‘}bu‘
JL@.&-‘)@}‘}JB&WJ))‘\H‘J ul.cr.ﬁljr.i,-b)ljv&u)ng|¢U\

Do you seclude yourselves and speak*
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to one another about whatever pleases you (in regards to the teachings of Allah)?” I
replied: “Yes, by Allah.” The Imam replied: “I swear by Allah that surely I would love to
be with you in some of these gatherings

Surely, by Allah I love the pleasant aroma that emanates from you by holding such
gatherings) and I love your souls! Surely you are all on the religion of Allah and the
religion of His Angels so help one another) to observe piety and struggle (in these

(regards).”(

Responsibility 4: Arranging Religious Gatherings

Another responsibility of the believers is to arrange gatherings in which Imam al-
Zaman @ijtf) is mentioned, as this is also a sign of one’s love for the Imam. If a true
believer is well versed in public speaking and is able to speak about the Imam and his

.qualities, then he must perform this act

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) said to Fudhail
U5l 62T 2p Al e 55 s G Ul 1y G 2B g sl oS 51:06 «$138 Elat 145106 9 FsT 5 O pdetd

Do you gather and discuss @bout us the Ahlul Bayt)?” Fudhail said: “Yes, may I be*
sacrificed for your The Imam said: “Verily I love such gatherings, so keep our
teachings alive O’ Fudhail! May the mercy of Allah be upon a person who keeps our

(teachings alive.” (v

Indeed, establishing such gatherings is the true essence of helping the religion of
Allah and the Hujjah of our time and will result in the spread of the religion of truth

In
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fact, it is possible that at certain times, it may actually become obligatory to establish
such programs. For example, if there is a possibility of danger coming to the religion
and people are being led astray, then in order to save the faith and protect the souls

.of the people, it will become obligatory to hold such gatherings

Responsibility {+: Written Propagation of theImam

Another responsibility is to recite poetry, write books or other such things in which the
merits and virtues of the Imam are mentioned. Such writings should also contain
praise and admiration of the Imam and words of consolation, solace and lamentation

.(for him (since he is in the major occultation

Of course, this should be carried out according to one’s ability and indeed, this is one
way in which we can help the religion and our Imam. The pure A" immah @s) used to
recommend their followers to extol the virtues of the Ahlul Bayt @s) through their

words and deeds and there are many traditions in this regard

:For example, Imam “Ali b. Musa al-Ridha @s) has said

5okt oS S 14 3557 i @2 00 G @3l G B B B AN N g A T ki G OB
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There is not a single believer who recites a poem in our the Ahlul Bayt’s) praise“
except that Allah builds for him a city in Paradise whose expanse is more than the

world seven times over and wherein all the closest Angels o Allah) and every
appointed Messenger

p:yf
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(Will come to visit him.”(

Responsibility 11: Absolute Obedience to the Imam

Another responsibility of the believers is to obey the Imam, during the time of his
advent and also during his occultation. Obeying him means that we must adhere to
the legislations sent by Allah

During the period of the occultation, obeying the Imam can be achieved by following
the commandments of his noble ancestors which are found in the books of narrations

Imam ‘Ali b. Husain as-Sajjad @s) has said

S 3 ol £2y a B e Al 6 J) D aRT 515 VT AL Y s3ke Y 5 L Y] J 28 Y 5 o3 Y 65 Y

sl

There is no honour except by being Godwary, and there is no action except when“
accompanied by the (correct) intention, and there is no worship except with
contemplation. Surely the most hated of people in the sight of Allah is one who follows

(the tradition of the Imam, however does not follow him in his actions.”(x

-In a second tradition from one of the Imams it has been stated
led e 15 SV 5058148

Be a beautification for us the Ahlul Bayt) and not a source of embarrassment to*
us.”

In a final tradition for this responsibility, we quote the words of the sixth Imam, Ja’far
‘b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) who said

W13y 4 15 G 53 63150 5 6A pl) o 51 5 VT T A LB 63T e 580 o L 491 ALV )
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Indeed we do not classify a person as a“
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true believer until he follows all of our teachings. Certainly piety is attained by
following our teachings so beautify yourselves with it, may Allah have mercy upon
(you, and hurt our enemies with it and Allah will enliven your spirits.”

Responsibility 1Y: Giving the Imam Priority in our Lives

Another responsibility of the believers is to place the wishes and desires of Imam al-
Zaman @ijtf) above our own wishes and desires. A true believer must always give
precedence to the Imam’s requests over his own pleasure and happiness

Before a believer carries out a task, one must first think to himself if that action is in
accordance with the wishes of the Imam or not? If one feels that the Imam will be
happy with it, then one should go ahead and follow through and that too only to earn
the Imam’s satisfaction and not for one’s own pleasure or to satisfy his lower desires

If an action one wishes to perform will not please the Imam, then one should not
perform it. In essence, a believer should try to struggle against the lower self in order
to earn the satisfaction of the Imam

A person who acts in this manner will definitely earn the attention of the Imam and
will be of those whom the Imam will love. In turn, the Imam will remember that
person in a positive way and supplicate for him

The following tradition narrated by Abi ‘Abdillah, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq
@s) sheds more light on this issue in which a person asked the Imam
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-a question
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Why do I hear you speak so much about Salman al-Farsi, O’ my master?” The Imam*
replied: “Do not call him Salman al-Farsi, rather refer to him as Salman al-
Muhammadi. Do you know why I speak so much about him?” The man replied to the
Imam: “No I do not know.” The Imam said: “Because of three traits which he

possessed

The first one is that he preferred the wishes and desires of the Commander of the
Faithful, ‘Ali. Abi Talib @s) over his own desires. The second reason is because he
loved poor people and preferred them over those who had wealth and riches. The
third reason is due to his love of knowledge and those who possess knowledge (the
‘Ulama). Unquestionably Salman was a servant ©of Allah), righteous, upright,

(submissive (to Allah) and he was not from among the polytheists.”(«

Responsibility 1¥: Knowing the Scholars of the Faith

Another responsibility is to know the narrators of traditions, scholars of the religion
and those who are well acquainted with the traditions of the Ahlul Bayt @s), especially
those who (in addition to knowing these sciences), act according to what
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they know

These are none other the people who make up the glorious chain of great
.Jurisprudents and respected scholars (who are worthy of being followed

The second section of this responsibility is to obey the rulings of such scholars and this
is one of the most important responsibilities of a servant of Allah during the
occultation. Rather, even in the period of the Imam’s advent, this will also be one of

the most important duties

During the occultation, it is obligatory to have faith in and testify to such scholars and
it is also mandatory upon the people to perform taglid to follow) one of the Mujtahidin
from amongst them

It goes without saying that a detailed discussion regarding taglid cannot be covered in
this book. However in brief we can state that during the period of occultation, a true
believer has one of three choices, He himself becomes a Mujtahid; he acts according
to precaution (htiyat) in the performance of all his actions or becomes a ‘muqallid’

which means that he follows a person who is at the highest level of Ijtihad

If one does not fit into the first two categories, then one must perform taqglid of a
Marja’ who fulfills all of the requirements to be followed() in all areas of the Furu’ ad-
.(Din (the practical Islamic regulations

Just as the narrators of traditions and the scholars of the religion have been ordered
to guide the people in their religious injunctions and issues related to the next life, so
too
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the people have been commanded to take guidance from such scholars of the faith

Through relying upon our intelligence and the Islamic proofs, we can deduce that not
only is it permissible to refer to the people of knowledge when an issue comes up,
trather it is the only way to achieve success and reach our goals

-The Qur" an clearly tells us

oYL S h S AT

Ask the people of the remembrance those who have knowledge on a particular«
(issue) if you do not know.” (v¢:f+

In regards to issues of the next life and this transient world and how to achieve
success in both, the only path of salvation lies in referring to the people of knowledge
and those who are permitted to express their opinion the scholars of the faith who act

according to their knowledge

At the head of all responsibilities which we have, it is this one which makes the duty of
.@ true believer clear in regards to the representative (of Allah

It is through following this commandment that a person’s actions, in relation to the life
of this transient world and the next, are given a stable footing; it is under the shadow
of obeying the commandments of the Marja’ through the act of taglid that obedience
to the Imam is realized it is also through this act that happiness in this transient life

.and the next world are guaranteed

In reality, following the commandments of the Imam can never materialize except
under the shadow of

p: ¥4
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obedience to a Marja’ who fulfills all of the requirements to be followed() and this
status can be referred to as Wilayatul Faqgih or the Guardianship of the Jurisprudent

The only way that one can obey Imam al-Mahdi @ijtf) is by obedience to his general
representative, as it is this person who is at the forefront of the narrators of the
tradition, scholars and callers towards the faith

The principle of Wilayatul Fagih is the foremost foundation of Islam and the person
who wishes to possess true faith during the period of occultation must believe in and
accept this

Even if the term Wali al-Faqih is thought of as being coined in our current era, we see
that it simply means to follow the Marja’ who fulfills all of the requirements (of being
followed) as it is he who is responsible for leading the Islamic society

He is the one who is permitted to lead the Muslim community as they have accepted
his leadership and authority (Wilayah). Therefore, once he is entrusted with this
authority, his obedience is at the pinnacle of all obligatory acts

Without doubt, it is obligatory to obey all of those who narrate the traditions and are
considered as true scholars of the faith, however if from amongst these, there are
Mara’ja who fulfill the requirements, and amongst this select group there is an
individual who is recognized as the Wali al-Faqgih, then he is the first one who must be

followed since he possesses the guardianship over the entire

p:¥.

A Mujtahid who fulfills all of the requirements [Jami’ul Shara’it] in order to be -\
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Asheri, of legitimate birth, alive and Just (‘Adil), one who protects his own soul from
sins), one who protects and safeguards his religion, one who goes against the desires
of his lower soul and follows the commands of Allah, the Most High. (Risalah Tawdhiul
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Muslim nation

As we know, following Imam al-Hujjah @jtf) can only be done under the shadow of
following the orders of the Wali al-Fagih who has taken on the responsibility of
guardianship of the entire community. Therefore, to disobey his orders is tantamount

.(to disobeying the commandments of Imam al-Hujjah @jtf

J.mswk,ﬂ,q\ WJM&C&‘S_J&& M&L&ng}f\j;\..«knrbﬁn end 6 JE i g6
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Allah, the Most High, said to ‘Isa: “Hold the scholars in great esteem and recognize
their greatness since surely I have granted them greatness above all My creations,
with the exception of those who have been sent as Prophets and Messengers just like
the sun enjoys greatness over the other stars, and the next life enjoys greatness over

(the transient world, and like My greatness over all other things.”(

In a letter which Imam al-Hujjah @jtf) wrote to Ishaq b. Ya’qub, he stated
() 452 61 5 4S5 (225 B 6 s 135 5 ) e 36 4191 i3 T 5

As for (guidance in) the events which transpire, refer to those who narrate our“
traditions, since they are my proof over all of you and I am the proof of Allah over
&hem).” (v

In a tradition from Imam Hasan b. ‘Ali al-’Askari, he said
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one who is from amongst the Fugaha (scholars) and who protects his soul safe guards
his faith goes against the passions of his lowly desires obeys the commands of his
master (Allah) it is required that the common people should follow him. However
these characteristics are present only in some of the Fugaha of the Shi’a not all of

them.”

Responsibility 1 ¥: Imitating Those Spiritually Close to Allah

Another responsibility is to imitate the close, intimate friends of Allah. The Awliyah and
The Divine Gnostics. This means that it is obligatory to spiritually travel towards Allah
.and to follow those who have reached the station of union and annihilation in Allah

One must strive to become like those who have decorated themselves with the Divine
virtuous traits and etiquette have reached lofty stations of ma’rifah of Allah and
arrived to the pinnacles of their spiritual migration to the Almighty. While on this path,
the believer must cut himself off from all other individuals in his life other than those

who are on this path

Amongst the scholars of the religion and those who narrate the traditions of the pure
and infallible Ahlul Bayt @s) and those who practice what they know with true
sincerity, there is a group who through their hard work, have attained the status of

.(the sincere individuals @l-MukhliSun

It is this group of people who possess complete ma’rifah of Allah, and through
spiritual union with Him, have completely annihilated themselves in His Sacred
Essence

It is incumbent upon the true believers to go in search of
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these people so that through them, the believers are guided. It is through following
their direction that one can benefit from the springs of goodness which they possess
.and through which one may be able to reach the highest goals

According to the intellect and the traditions, it is obligatory to follow these scholars as
they are at the spiritual forefront over all others. These scholars must be sought after
throughout the entire Earth and one must be able to identify them and know who they
are. Once this is accomplished, one must then strengthen his aspirations and become

a disciple of such people

Through both the inner being and the outer self, one must have full trust in them and
not deviate from their path even in the slightest. It is under the shadow of their
guidance that a true believer will be able to reach his goal - the lofty levels of spiritual

closeness to Allah 0 and purification of the soul

Through this, one will become a true manifestation of the collection of verses of the
:Qur " an which start with

(Surely successful are the true believers..”(*

In every era, there are certain individuals who make up the pure tree (Shajaratul
:-Tayyibah) and for the one who is searching for the truth, finding such individuals is

et IS G 55
» Easier than all other easy tasks“

Those who wish to follow this responsibility must seek to be amongst those whom
Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has spoken in regards
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to when he said: “I swear by the One who holds my life in His hands

Verily on the land and its surroundings, there are true believers for whom the entire
transient world does not even measure in the worth of the wing of a fly If the entire
material world and all that is within it and upon it was to be turned into gold and was
to be put around their neck and was then to fall off of their neck, they would not even
feel that something was on their neck nor would they realize that something had

"fallen off

After explaining some of the characteristics of the close, intimate friends of Allah, then
IImam went on to say: “Ahh

How I long to sit and speak with these people and how much grief I have for that
which they have - however by sitting with them, my grief would go away! I am looking
for these people and when I find them and benefit from their Divinely granted Light,
then I too shall be guided. Through them, we will all be successful in this life and in the

next

Such people are more scarce than red sulphur. Their ornament is their prolonged
silence, keeping of secrets, establishing the Salat, Zakat, Hajj and Fasting, being in
solace, helping their brothers in faith when they have the ability and even when they

are in difficulty

These are their ornaments and things that they love to do. Glad tidings upon these
people
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and what a good return from Allah) they will have! These are the people who shall be
(he inheritors of the Firadus wherein they shall abide for eternity

The Noble Prophet 0 had stated: “O’ Usamah! This group of people shall have
knowledge of all corners of the Earth. Anytime the Mihrab (place of worship) will not
find them within them, they will lament

Thus, take these people as your treasure and worth it is possible that through them
you shall be saved from the difficulties of this transient world and the fears and
uncertainties of the Day of Resurrection! Ensure that you follow the path they are on
because if you leave their path, then your feet shall definitely tremble and you will slip

(into the hell-fire.” (v

:In a tradition from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) , we read
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When the love of Allah illuminates the inner self of a servant, it distracts him from all“
preoccupations and all thoughts other than Allah. One who loves (Allah) will become
the most sincere of all people to Him in secret the most
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truthful in words; the most faithful in his promise, the purest in deeds, the most
earnest in rememberance (of Allah) and the most obedient in worship

The Angels will be delighted when he whispers o his Lord) and will feel proud when
they see him. It is because of him that Allah makes His lands prosper; and in favour of
Ahis honour will Allah honour His servants

He gives them when they beseech Him in his name, and He wards off misfortunes on
account of His mercy (for him). Had the creation known the actual status and standing
of such a loving servant with Almighty Allah, they would not have sought nearness to

(Allah except by the dust of his feetr”(

Responsibility 18: Rejecting the Imposters

Renunciation of those who claim to be the specific representatives of Imam al-Mahdi
@jtf) during the major occultation is another responsibility of the true believers. The
Imamiyah Shi’a firmly believes that with the death of the four specific representatives
of the Imam during the period of the minor occultation, namely his last one, Shaykh
‘Ali. Muhammad Samari al-Rad, the specific representation of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf)

came toanend

During the era of the major occultation, there is absolutely no specific representative
of the Imam. However, a general representation(r) of the Imam is possible and
permissible and the proofs confirm the existence of general representatives of the
Imam and tell us that the scholars who act according to their knowledge and fulfill the

conditions ) which have been mentioned
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in the sayings of the Ahlul Bayt @s) are the general deputies and representatives of
the Imam

:In a tradition narrated by Muhammad al-Hasan b. Ahmad we read that
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I was in the city of Peace (Baghdad) in the year in which Shaykh ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-*
Samuri, may Allah’s grace be upon him, passed away and was with him a few days
before he left this world. At that time, he brought out a piece of paper with some

writing on it that stated: “In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

O’ ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Samurit May Allah grant your brothers a grand reward
concerning you since you are going to die soon and between you and death, only six
days remain. Thus, gather your affair and do not appoint anyone to be in your place

((@s my representative
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after your death for the time of the second occultation is here and there will be no
advent until after the permission of Allah, the Noble and Majestic

This will be after a long period has passed) after the hearts have become hardened
and the Earth has become full of corruption. And there will come some from my Shi’a
who will claim to have seen me. Certainly the person who claims to have seen me
before the appearance of al-Sufyani and the Call is a liar and a fabricator. And there is

(no power or strength, save with Allah, the Most High, the Majestic.”(

Confirming the specific representation of the Imam can be possible through the
following three ways

A direct and explicit text from Imam al-Zaman @jtf) himself .y
(A clear text from one of the direct representatives of the Imam @ijtf .

A person who claims to be the representative of the Imam @jtf) shows supernatural »
actions which would prove the relationship between him, Allah and the Imam

During the minor occultation, the four specific representatives of the Imam were
either explicitly appointed directly by the Imam or through a written text from the
preceding representative based on the Imam’s directive and each one was able to

perform supernatural actions to prove their status

Therefore, as long as the specific representation is not proven through the definite
proofs, we cannot accept his claim! In actuality, it is forbidden (haram) to make this
iclaim and to accept the claim from one who makes it

During
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the period of the major occultation, it is hard to arrive at the three conditions
mentioned rather, it is impossible as there is no explicit text from the Imam himself or
one of the directly appointed representatives, nor can we find a single person who
could produce such supernatural and paranormal acts that would be able to confirm

this appointment as a specific representative of the Imam

Indeed, it is possible that a person or a group of people may claim to be specific
representatives of Imam al-Zaman @jtf), however we must test them to see if they
possess any of the three points mentioned above

Through testing them and closely monitoring their speech, actions, behavior and their
claims of specific representation, their lies and trickery will clearly be seen as from the
beginning of the major occultation until today, not only have we not heard, but also

we have not seen any of these signs in any person

A person who claims this status must be one who acts upon the Shari’ah and the
religion of Allah. In addition, there must not be even the smallest slips in his character
or in the performance of the religious duties. He must perform all of the obligatory

.(wajib) acts and refrain from all of the prohibited (haram) acts

Of course, all reprehensible (makruh) acts must be avoided and the recommended
(mustahab) acts must be carried out. In addition to this, the supernatural acts would
have to be shown as this defines his relationship
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with Imam al-Hujjah @jtf) and his being a specific representative of the Imam

In the tradition quoted above, the Imam noted: “Whoever claims to have seen me
(during the occultation) is a liar and has leveled a false accusation against me” and this
statement clearly proves that there are currently no specific representatives of the

Imam

Thus, if a person claims to have a certain status granted to him by the Imam or claims
to have met the Imam just like the (four) specific representatives of the Imam had
done (during the minor occultation), then he must be called a liar and must be

introduced as one who has placed a false accusation against the Imam

Responsibility \#: Praying To Allah for the Noble Traits

Another responsibility is to pray to Allah for the attainment of the necessary traits
which a believer must possess. A true believer must ask Allah for that which is good
for this world and the next. He must also ask Allah to grant him the virtuous ethical
traits such as patience, truthfulness in speech, intelligence, aptitude, wisdom and

insight

If having patience is one of the necessary traits of the believers during the occultation
of the Imam, then its corresponding responsibility is that a believer asks Allah for this
trait to be instilled within him. As well, if fulfilling the rights of the Imam is considered
as one of the duties of a believer, then another responsibility is that one must pray for

the ability to fulfill the rights of the Imam

Thus in summary, one must

p:o-


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

supplicate to Allah o to be able to fulfill every important task

:The Messenger of Allah has said

Mpﬁme_gsgdu!wt}wcw@_crigfuﬂrﬁmu&hpwu}“

Ask Allah, the Majestic and Glorious, for the necessities that you require, even for as“
much as your shoelace, because if He does not make it easily available for you then it
(will not be attainable.”

Responsibility \¥: Acquiring the Noble Ethical Traits Part\

The next responsibility is to acquire the noble ethical traits (Makarimul Akhlag) and a
believer must struggle to attain these virtuous qualities

The noble ethical traits and worthwhile qualities that a Shi’a of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf)
must possess are many some of which include: silence, knowledge, forbearance,
fellowship with the people, never going to extremes in the faith or in life, and other

things

:Jabir b. ‘Abdullah al-AnSari said to Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Bagqir @s
ol £ 5 olalll Bl 06 col 1S3 3 Ga 3t dlssieg U ST Gl g5 3G

O’ son of the Messenger of Allaht What is the best action for a true believer during
that time the period of occultation)?” The Imam replied: “Protecting one’s tongue
(watching what he says) and staying at home (protecting one’s self from

(corruption).”(x

The meaning of protecting the tongue is to keep quiet and may refer to using
dissimulation (tagiyyah) when necessary; staying at home means that one keeps
away from corruption, refrains from sins and acts with caution with the transient

world and the over-indulgence of pleasures contained within it

The narrator of
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the following tradition asked Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) for guidance in
regards to the best actions during the period of occultation, to which the Imam
‘replied

A.U;L@,o-‘}ﬂjvg.- 6;@@j|3&3ﬁ4ﬂ\6}ur§‘¢j‘jcwlL;jmub-ij.g_.a&&lza Q\ngu.asl.o\}‘
‘J’Lﬁ“brg"“‘“‘u“d J‘ QLGYH}J‘DM;\ C‘W}‘ﬂ\ﬁj)};&\d‘}b)mby‘;b"5&_4.'\>J‘d.l..p‘9
Jﬂ.ou;j‘j.lzorj\ ‘.)‘.: LQKDA,U‘J‘}M)QB‘FBj‘

Convey my salutations to the Shi’a whom you know to be obedient to me and who*
acts upon my words

I also advise you to maintain consciousness of Allah, the Glorious and Noble, piety in
relation to your religion struggle in the way of Allah, truthfulness in speech and giving
back a trust (when you have been entrusted with something), prolonging the
prostrations and to be a good neighbour since these @re all things) that Muhammad

.(blessings of Allah be upon him and his family) brought

Give back the trust that someone has given to you to keep whether he be a good
person or an open sinner, because certainly the Messenger of Allah (blessings of Allah
be upon him and his family) used to command the return of the trust even if it be

«something as small as) a thread and needle.”(

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) also said
G 3 3y 0oy B T, o 00 s (8 g Ste 065 35 2
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Surely we love that person who is intelligent, has understanding; deep knowledge of*
the religion, forbearing, compassionate, patient truthful and trustworthy. Surely Allah,
the Glorious and Noble, graced the messengers with the noblest of ethics so whoever
has these traits in himself should praise Allah for this and whoever does not possess

» them should beseech Allah, the Glorious and Noble, and plead for them from him

The companion continued: “I said to the Imam, may I be sacrificed for you, what are
they?” The Imam replied: “They are to keep away rom sin), to be satisfied (with what
one has), patience, thankfulness, forbearance, chastity, benevolence, courage,

(«dignity, righteousness, truthfulness in one’s speech and returning the entrusted.”(

Responsibility A: Acquiring the Noble Ethical Traits Part Y

Another responsibility is to ask Allah for the noble traits (Makarimul Akhlaq) so that a
believer can resemble and manifest the traits of the Imam, thus earning his love

In regards to this responsibility, it is highly recommended to recite the prayer known
as “Makarimul Akhlag” () which has been mentioned in various books of supplications,
:as this Du’a is very beneficial in attaining this rank. This supplication starts as follows
0.

3475 480 Qe Jo gl

p: oy
al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. 6#, sec. on Makarimul Akhlag, no. v -

Supplication number v. in as-Sahifah as-Sajjadiyah al-Kamilah; also found at the -
.end of Mafatih al-Jinan


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_53_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_53_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

o) JB G G Ja5 Ol JasT Gl f

O’ Allah! Send your blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and*
».elevate my faith to a perfect faith and make my certitude the best of certitudes

Reciting these sorts of supplications is important for developing the noble ethical
traits and reaching this state is only possible with the assistance of Allah for it is out of
the reach of humanity to attain on their own

A believer can only struggle and choose the path meaning that it is up to him to
.choose the path towards the noble traits and then struggle to reach one’s goal

However, the true point of achieving these traits, for example, arriving to the stage of
possessing the noble ethical traits, in dependent upon both the intention and
struggles of a person and the desire of Allah 0 to grant the believer such a status

Responsibility 14: Fulfilling the Rights of the Believers

Another responsibility is to fulfill the rights of fellow believers and this is actually
iregarded as fulfilling the rights of the Imam

The rights which our fellow believers have upon us are numerous however one of
these is to satisfy their needs and to act with goodness and honesty towards them

JImam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) has said
Uaerd W3 LSS B3 5 asl e i 05 5

A person who fulfills the need of one of our friends is like the one who has fulfilled the“
(need for all of us the Ahlul Bayt).” (1

Once, a person asked Imam Ja’far. Muhammad as-Sadiq (as) about the
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rrights of another believer to which he replied

E

(These are seventy rights.”(*

:In addition, Abul Hasan has said

Jsosh 5a 55 ‘5‘yyu¢,44s;§3>yuuu\@u‘5 J\xwuﬁw,@mubu@uﬁrjuynu
b}d&a‘\.ew‘(ayé J\a) usaw)bu.el.obw4..194,U\Jal.~@L@Gb).w}ajwbu;o:)uijdl\myf
‘yu\ywtqua,»uuumjm

When a person is approached by his believing brother in need of assistance, this is
actually a mercy from Allah, the High, which He sent to that person

Therefore, if a person accepts this @nd helps his brother) then it will bring him to our
.custodianship and the custodianship of Allah

However, if he rejects his brother’s request for help) while he is able to help him, then
Allah will make a large serpent of fire come that will frighten him in his grave until the
Day of Judgment, either a means of forgiveness for him (f he had done other good
deeds in the world) or a punishment. And if the seeker forgives him then he willbe in a

(worse state.” (v

From these and other traditions, we can deduce that fulfilling the rights of the
(believers is one of the best ways to get closer to Allah 0 and Imam al-Zaman @ijtf

Responsibility Y+: Enmity for the Enemies of the Imam Part

Another responsibility is to hate the enemies of the Imam. One of the definitions of an
enemy of the Imam is a person who
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is an enemy of Allah and this concept has been referred to as Tabarrah in the Furu’
.ad-Din (Principles of Religion) and is one of the signs of true faith

A true lover of Allah will be able to show the truthfulness of his love through the
hatred of the enemies of the one whom he truly loves

The enemies of the Imam are various and come from all walks of life and thus, we
cannot elucidate upon all of them. However in summary we can state that his main
enemies are: the disbelievers, hypocrites, agnostics, and those who are working
against the faith (of Islam). Of course, these people are his enemies as long as they

persist in their incorrect beliefs and actions and do not accept him

In addition, those who openly @nd knowingly) commit sins and carry on in this way
without returning to the straight path are also his enemies

Just as the enemies of Imam al-Zaman (@ijtf) are in different stages and levels in their
hatred towards him, so too the hatred that we must show to them must also be at
different stages and levels

The minimum level of hatred for them is the spiritual aversion in the heart. After this, a
physical aversion and separation from them - in addition to the aversion of the heart
such as not speaking with them, business transactions, partnership or working

together and being in their company, etc Must also be enacted

However, along with the hatred which we show and our means
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of interaction, the conditions of enjoining the good and forbidding from the bad ¢Amr
bin Ma’ruf and Nahi ‘anil Munkar) must also be carefully observed

One of the enemies of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) is Satan (May he be removed from the
mercy of Allah) and a true believer must take him as an enemy! Without doubt, the
best form of enmity that one can show towards Satan and his helpers is to work
against his orders. In other words, one must obey Allah and the religion that He sent

and must also obey Allah’s representative and travel the path of self-purification

The other enemies of the Imam include those with extremely negative ethical traits
and people who intentionally try to mislead the masses. These influences may take on
the form of cultural invasions and include those who write books to mislead the
people, centers of corruption, wrong ideas and systems of economics (such as taking
interest), and other effects of disbelief, transgression and rebellion which a true

believer must protect himself from

:In describing the Shi’a, Imam Ja’far. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has stated
o 2 ¥ 5 Loz I 2oy

They (our Shi’a) are those who will not love the people who have enmity towards us“
(tthe Ahlul Bayt) and will not hate those who love us the Ahlul Bayt).”

Imam Muhammad. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has said
W5 L5 O ) 5 agsms JT Jasst asil 5

Have enmity for those who have enmity for the family of Muhammad even if they*
fast and stand or
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Imam Ja’far. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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I swear by Allah that Allah has not permitted anyone to follow anybody other than us*
(the Ahlul Bayt) and whoever follows us he Ahlul Bayt) has gone against our
enemies; and whoever agrees with our enemies in their words or deeds is not from us

(@nd we are not from them (v

Responsibility Y\: Enmity for the Enemies of theImam Part ¥

Another responsibility is to ask Allah to remove His mercy from the enemies of the
Imam, as this is one of the best ways to show our hatred for his enemies

A true believer must keep these enemies in mind, ask Allah to remove His specific
mercy from them, and pray to Allah 0 to increase His chastisement over them. This act
is actually considered as a good deed and in addition, it has a positive effect on the
spirit of a person and will assist in strengthening his soul against the opposing

lenemies

The greatest historical enemies of Imam al-Mahdi @ijtf) include the Bani Umayyah
and Bani ‘Abbas and the believer must remember to curse these people every day
.and night with his heart and tongue

The simplest level of ‘cursing’ them is to detest them through one’s actions. In this
regards, Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has said

When you*
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have departed from your obligatory Salat then do not leave (your prayer area) until
(you have cursed the Bani Umayyah.”(\

:The Messenger of Allah has said

|Muﬂw§9wﬂ\6_d|L;,J\wu.f)b‘)“wﬁydﬂéb‘-’&‘@‘;b—@ﬂ@‘&‘L:fpau.cwu.a
,Jg;,uw,@ud,u,\.w,m\“&vué J;J.pﬁ,m \}smwfwunwa,“uuuua&)‘
Clj)‘}l\u.e >3 & J&W}gmw,rﬁmwm ‘6 Juwyw;\wbu e ST e e

i CYlwda.ad\ LQ-L&%J&?—)

If one is too weak to support us the Ahlul Bayt (in open) and thus curses our enemies*
in secret, Almighty Allah makes his voice reach all the creatures from the earth up to
.the Divine Throne (‘Arsh

Hence, whenever one curses our enemies, they support him by cursing the one whom
he is cursing then they laud him saying: “O Allah! (Please) send blessings on this
servant of yours who is doing the best he can and who would certainly do more if he

”.could

Almighty Allah answers: “I have responded to your prayers and have listened to your
requests therefore, I send blessings upon the soul of this servant and I include him
(with the ‘Company of the Elect, the Virtuous.” (v

Responsibility YY: Keeping a Distance from People of Ill-Reputation

Another responsibility of a true believer is to keep away from people who are not
worthy of associating with those who are not on the path of the Imam
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or do not follow his way of life. People who have distanced themselves from the
righteous and noble individuals and do not remember the Imam. This is definitely one
of the important responsibilities for one who loves and is seeking closeness to the

Imam

It is possible for a person to be considered as a Muslim and even a Shi’a and it is
possible that he performs the Salat, Sawm, pays his Zakat and other charities and
Islamically legislated “taxes” and fulfills all other obligations, but is still considered as

.one who is not worthy of associating with

In essence, these people spend most of their time preoccupied with the material
world and follow their lower desires and passions. They pay very little attention to
spiritual issues, the spiritual journey towards the final abode or treading on the path
towards Allah. They have fled the difficult paths (of this life), have run away from the
slope that leads towards the next life and have given preference to a life of ease,

.(comfort, relaxation and negligence (of the faith

If they approach the Salat and fasting and other Islamic acts, then they do so because
they are seeking a good outcome in the next life and because of their fear of the hell
fire. Thus, the only reason for them to perform these acts is in order to get a lofty

iplace in Paradise

When a person looks at their acts of worship, one sees that they are performed in a
particular manner such
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tthat it does not intrude with the goals of the transient world

How many times has it been seen that their acts of worship are simply performed
because they wish to look good amongst the people tthat others see them perform
these acts) and to gain something for this world from another person. Therefore, such
people actually seek to acquire even more of the transient world by misleading the

(people through the acts of worship

Even in the face of many solid proofs, they refuse to submit to true guidance and
refuse to turn away from the path they are on (of seeking the material world). Such
individuals are drowning themselves in unattainable desires and wishes

These types of people, whose number is not small,and whom we can safely say make
up a large percentage of the followers of the path of truth(The Shi’a) If they are not
classified as enemies of the Imam, it can safely be said are not true friends of the
Imam either! Thus, the true followers of the Imam must keep their distance from such

people

In addition, one should also keep away from them when it comes to business dealings
.and working with them in other issues of life - except in the case of necessity

Of course, there is no problem in guiding them and taking them by the hand to
enlighten them with the hope that this will have an effect on them and that some
(change may take place. Rather, this is actually obligatory (wajib
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upon the true believer! However, in other than this situation, one must keep their
distance from them

One who associates with them, speaks with them and remembers them, will definitely
forget the Imam even though they apparently may be righteous people

If being with a certain individual or speaking with him makes one forget the love of
the Imam, then it is not worth associating with that person - even if he or she is not an
enemy of the Imam and is a part of the nation of the Imam! In essence, any person
who makes a true believer negligent of his responsibilities to the Imam is not worth

lassociating with

In addition, if a person does not help his brother or sister in their spiritual growth and
achieving closeness to the Imam, then it is not advisable to associate with that person
—even if they does not prevent one from these things

The only people who are worthy of keeping company with are those who help one
another on the path towards the Imam; those who have the same spiritual course in
life; and those who have the same desires and goals and are actively awaiting the

Imam

Of course, that which has been expressed in this responsibility does not go against
the reciprocal rights that one must fulfill in relation to brothers in the faith. For
example, if one does not associate with a person who is not worthy of associating

with, this does not mean that he has broken off
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(family ties (which is a sinin Islam

Responsibility Y¥': Being Ready Equipped to Assist the Imam

Another responsibility of the believers is to prepare and keep their weapons of
warfare ready. In addition, according to some traditions, one should keep a horse to
help the Imam upon his advent

During the period of waiting for the advent of the Imam, these and other ways which
will be explained in detail must be followed if one wishes to establish a relationship
(with the Imam.q

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
o it BN B35 a8 B 805 e 18] o IS Al 5 L 9 50 3 55 257l Gt

Each one of you must prepare for the advent of al-Qa " im (peace be upon him) even¢
if it be (by as much as) an arrow because when Allah, the High, knows that a person
(has this intention, then He will grant such a person a longer life.” (v

Imam Muhammad. ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) has said

W55 8333 W55 & 0 415 6 s L3l a5 A0 L, g, (800 06 & 530SI sl J6 €453 Ll (o5

e OIS 6 455 4 O 5l 6 s byl oag 8 E3S
How many days do you calculate a ribat (stationing of an army) to be?” The narrator*
answered: “Forty days.” The Imam (peace be upon him) said: “Yet, the ribat for our

(sake is as long as one’s lifetime .«

One who stations a riding animal for our sake shall be rewarded according to its
weight as well as the weight of it as long

p: #v
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Commenting on this narration, Shaykh Kulayni says: “This means that the Shi’'a are -»
required to dedicate all their efforts to the obedience of the Imam and to the

.expectation of the advent as they must prepare themselves for such
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as it will be kept by him; and one who keeps a weapon prepared for our sake shall be
rewarded according to its weight as well as the weight of it as long as it is kept by
thim’¢

The meaning of ‘weapons’ in this tradition are the very weapons of war whatever
type they may be such as bow and arrow, spear, mace, lance, dagger, sword or gun

However according to some traditions, the meaning of weapon is specifically limited
to the sword and this can be deduced from the (various) proofs and the traditions
since we know that in some countries, it is not permissible to possess weapons such

asguns

The meaning of the Imam when he spoke about the relationship ‘for one’s entire
lifetime’ @s was seen in the second tradition quoted above) will be discussed in the
.next responsibility

Responsibility Y¥: Achieving Closeness to the Imam

Seeking closeness to Imam al-’Asr @jtf) is another responsibility of the believers. This
closeness can be divided into three categories, however before discussing them, it
should be stated that one meaning of closeness is to maintain the boundaries which

exist between ourselves and the enemies of the Imam

Another more general interpretation is the general boundary of life and this means
that we must look after and be aware of everything happening in the world around us
.(to the best of our ability

As for the meaning of closeness which has been mentioned in the book of Allah and
the Sunnah, it is related to the following
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three things

Looking after and keeping one’s weapons ready be it a horse or anything else in .\
anticipation of the advent of Imam al-Zaman @jtf) with the hope that one will be able
to help him and make use of those things in the service of the Imam during his advent.
This type of closeness was mentioned in the previous responsibility and is one of the

recommended acts in Islam

Those things which the scholars have mentioned in their writings in the ‘Book of .y
Jihad’. In these writings, the scholars have stated that a true believer must protect
and defend his country when there is a possibility that the enemies will launch an
attack. One must also keep his stead and weapon ready so as to protect the Islamic
lands from the enemies attack and in the event of an attack, must rise up to defend

"Islam

The minimum amount of time a believer must spend in protecting the Islamic territory
is three days while the maximum is forty days. However, if he guards the territory for
more than forty days, then he will be given the reward of a Mujahid one who is

istruggling) in the way of Allah

This type of closeness with the Imam at the time of his advent or during the
.occultation is a recommended act

:The Messenger of Allah (S) has said
Gal 383, e G 215 Jaas O 1 dlee i 6 5 SN DB wal 5 jh plow ol o 3 A 51 L
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To be prepared (or war) one night in the way of Allah is better than fasting an entire
month and spending all its night in worship. If a person is to die (n this state), then the
(reward) for the action he performed will continue, his sustenance will continue to be

(given to him and he will be saved from the Angel of Examination (in the grave).”(

:.The Messenger of Allah (S) also said

A8 e oY s oy o 01 e T ER AN Joo B BN i e sl e IS

The actions of every deceased person are sealed except one who is garrisoned in the“
way of Allah - this person’s good deeds will continue to grow until the Day of
Judgment and he will have protection from the Angels of the Grave.”(x

A true believer must maintain his affiliation and closeness to Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) .»
by making a pact with the infallible leaders of the religion and forging a covenant
reaffirming his belief in these individuals

Through this, one will be able to develop close times with his Imam. In addition, one
must consider the acts of helping, assisting and following the Imam as being
incumbent upon him. This sort of affiliation is Wajib al-’Ayni meaning that it is

.obligatory upon every true believer

This relationship with the Imam is different than the second meaning of the affiliation
which must be shown since at the level we are currently discussing, a person is not
permitted to have
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someone else step in and perform this task for him. Thus, this form of pact with the
Imam is very important and is one of the pillars of true faith and without it, Allah shall
.ot accept the actions of any person

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
Y1 s Je Vsl 5 sl s Je iple 5 sladl ¢ Jé |55:2]

Have patience in the face of difficulties, observe patience in relation to the*
(performance of obligatory acts, and establish an affinity with the A immah.” o

In regards to the verse of the Qur " an in which Allah 0 has said

.0’ you who have firm faith! Observe patience, have endurance and establish a“
Lrelation

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has said
S A GSG] 1 al5 5 45338 5505 5 (st TST s g2 1oy o)

Observe patience in relation to performing the obligatory acts, have endurance in
facing your enemies and establish closeness with your Imam, al-Muntadhar the
(Awaited One).” (¢

Inrelation to the verse that states

1153 1553 sl ST 5,0 G

~O’you that have faith! Observe patience, stand firm and close [your] ranks.
:Imam Ja’far. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) said that ‘establish a relation’ means
ot @ gl

(Standing firm @nd resolved) with your Imam.” ¢

Responsibility Y): Getting Spiritually Closer to the Imam Part \
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Another responsibility of the believers during the period of occultation of the Imam is
that they should consider the door to Imam al-Zaman @jtf) open at all times.
However, it should be noted that the applicability of this issue, its meaning, and

realization cannot be realized by just anyone

Atrue believer must accept the
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fact that the path towards the Imam is open and thus, he must speak to him and ask
his wishes since the Imam can see and hear us and without doubt, he will reply to the
requests of the believers

A companion of the Imam once said: “I wrote to Abul Hasan that there is a person who
would like to convey something directly to his Imam and to Allah, the Great” The
:Imam replied

St D3l BB oK Cak o i s oST IS )

If you have a need, then move your lips @nd mention it) and the reply will surely*
(come to you.”(\

It is mentioned in the traditions that Imam ‘Ali. Muhammad once said to a man
o S5 i AT & Lela &35 eSas s i) 053t Gl Jles 5 &350

If you want to ask a question to your Imam), then write it down and place the writing*
under your prayer mat and leave it there for an hour. Then take it out and look at the
(paper.”(x

The companion stated: “I did just as I was told and received the answer that I was
"looking for. The signature of the Imam was even on the paper

Responsibility Y#: Getting Spiritually Closer to the Imam Part Y

During times of difficulty, misfortunes, sickness and other such things even in the
times of confusion and spiritual difficulties which can wreak havoc on the belief
system and faith of a person one should hold tight to Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) and seek

help and support from him. During such a time, one
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.must cry out for help to the Imam

Allah has said in the Qur " an

e o523 el 2les N al g

-

(And to Allah belong the most beautiful names so call upon Him by them.”(\“

In relation to this verse, it has been narrated from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-
:Sadiq 0 that

G oyl sy ;fu 5 e
(We (the Ahlul Bayt) are, by Allah, the most beautiful names (of Allah).” (v

-In addition, Imam ‘Ali b. Musa al-Rida @s) has said
. \4?.13’}2319/&#_@‘ iwiﬂ!gléj_ &3;3_55};3‘)5-3;551.5\ S_J-;\%‘ ‘N:l;g:\érgjqj;‘;l

When difficulties come upon you, then seek assistance through us the Ahlul Bayt) as*
intermediaries with Allah, the Noble and Grand, and this is the meaning of His words,
the Noble and Grand, And to Allah belong the most beautiful names so call upon Him

(by them.”(¢

Indeed, the believers must refer to their Imam and seek assistance from him because
if they do not do so, then they will remain in troubles and will not be protected from
disgrace and humiliation

Responsibility YY: Getting Spiritually Closer to the Imam Part ¥

A true believer must perform the supplications, Salat and other acts of worship which
the A'immah of guidance have instructed us to perform as a form of Tawassul
(seeking assistance) from the Imam in order to fulfill our needs and remove any

difficulties that we have

In this responsibility, we mention some of these prayers and supplications which are
various ways and means that we can request our needs from our Imam
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One
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Salat: On either a Wednesday or Thursday night, one should go under the open sky
with one’s head uncovered and perform a two Rak’at Salat. After the Salat, the
following should be said ss times

-
4 g 2

(O’ Hujjatul Qa " im.”

One Du’a: This Du’a was taught by our twelfth Imam to a man who had been sent to
;prison. After reciting this short supplication, he was freed

)3 S2a ) E3y 2eal cxty a3V s A Ry ksl G 2L 355 ;’_Mru@ J\
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O’ Allah, terrible is the calamity; and its evil consequences are visible the covering*
has been removed @ll) hopes have been cut off; the (plentiful) Earth has shrunk (with
very little room to spare); the heavenly blessings have been withheld

You alone can help, we refer our grief and sorrow to you, we have full faith in you, in
the times of distress, as well as in good fortune

O’ Allah send Your blessings on Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, whom we
must obey as per Your command, through which we become aware of their rank and
status, and let
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there be joy after sorrow for us, for their sake, right away, in the twinkling of an eye
.or even more rapidly than that

O’ Muhammad, O’ ‘Ali, O’ ‘Ali, O Muhammad, Give me enough, because both of you
provide sufficiently by the permission of Allah). Help me, because both of you help
and protect (by the permission of Allah). O’ our master, O’ the Imam of our Time! Help

ime, help me, help me! Assist me! Assist me! Assist me

At once, in this hour. Be quick, be quick, be quick. O’ the Most Merciful of those who
(show mercy, for the sake of Muhammad and his pure family.”(

One written request: It is mentioned in the traditions that if a person has a legitimate
desire, then he should write the following on a piece of paper and place it inside the
grave of one of the A" immah

If this is not possible, then he may seal it with pure mud and place it in a deep well,
river or any other body of flowing water and it will reach to Imam Sahib al-Zaman
@jtH). The Imam himself has guaranteed that he will answer the requests of the

;person
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I am writing to you, O my master, may Allah’s blessings be upon you, seeking your*
aid. And I am complaining about what has befallen me, seeking protection from
Almighty Allah and then from you against the trouble that has inflicted me; busied my
heart; occupied my mind; deprived me of my prudence; and changed the great favors

.of Almighty Allah upon me

It has disappointed me after I had thought of it as my friend; and disavowed me after
it had pretended itself as my close comrade. Thus, all my means have failed to defend
me against it; and my endurance and power have been too short to bear

p:vy
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I therefore resort to you against it and I depend upon Allah, the greatly Praised, and
upon you, on account of my confession of your unique) standing with Allah, the Lord
of the Worlds, the Source of perfect management, and the Prevailer over all affairs, in
protecting me against it and I am sure that you will expedite interceding for me

before Allah, the greatly Praised, regarding my affair

I am certain that He, the Blessed and Elevated, will respond to me by answering my
appeal. Verily, you, my master, are worth causing my expectation to come true and
”...making my hope achievable concerning so-and-so

In the place of the last words in bold, the person would proceed to write his needs and
then continue by writing

which I cannot stand to bear although I have deserved not only that problem but..
also many times as many as it due to my misdeed and negligence of my duties
ttowards Almighty Allah. O my master

May Allah’s blessings be upon you, (please) aid me as I am anxious, and provide my
request before Almighty Allah before I am injured and my enemies gloat over my
grief. It is through you that the bounties have been spread over me

Please ask Almighty Allah to grant me a great assistance and a near victory through
which my hopes may be attained, the commencements and ends of my deeds may be
made good, and all my apprehensions secured under all circumstances. Verily, He, the

greatly Praised

p: vy
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does whatever He wills; and He is Sufficient for me! Most Excellent is He in whom we
» trust first and last

The person should then stand near the river or body of water and by taking the name
of the one four specific representatives of the Imam (it is best to take the name of
:Hasan b. Ruh) call upon him and say

6.9& db&jdj}f&‘“@g‘)ﬂ‘&&&bﬁd‘v\.g.w\ g_g.lﬁ(:)kw (C))u.: W)uWJuWL
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O’ so and so (Hasan b. Ruh): Peace be upon you! I bear witness that surely your death*
was in the way of Allah and that indeed you are alive in the presence of Allah being
sustained (by Him) and thus I address you in your life which you have in the presence
of Allah, the Noble and Grand, and this writing of mine has my needs that are to be
given to our master so then submit this to him since you are the trustworthy and

” reliable

The person should then throw the paper into the flowing water so that his desires will
[.be fulfilled, Insha-Allah.(v) [This is common known as the Areezah

One ziyarat: Among the best rites of visitation that can be recited for the Imam to
have our legitimate desires fulfilled (by the permission of Allah 0) is the Ziyarat of Aale
Yasin() which
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‘has been recorded and preserved in many books of supplication and it is as follows

B A e
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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Peace be upon the) progeny of Yasin. Peace be upon you, O the caller of Allah and
place of manifestation of His signs. Peace be upon you, O the door of Allah and the
devout one of His religion. Peace be upon you, O the vicegerent of Allah and the
helper of His truth. Peace be upon you, O the proof of Allah and the symbol of His

.ordinance
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Peace be upon you, O the reciter of Allah’s book and its interpreter. Peace be upon
you in your night and in your day. Peace be upon you, O the vestige of Allah on His
.earth. Peace be upon you, O the covenant of Allah, which He took and affirmed

G Les 95 S35 S g san 1 dlally Spaie O G oS Hl S S ol 385 1 oSl 5]
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Peace be upon you, O the promise of Allah which He guaranteed. Peace by upon you,
O the raised flag and the one who is molded with knowledge, the

p:vo
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help, the far-reaching mercy and the promise which is not a lie
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Peace be upon you while you are standing. Peace be upon you while you are sitting.
Peace be upon you when you are reading and explaining (the Qur " an). Peace be upon

you when you are praying and supplicating

Peace be upon you when you are bowing «in Ruku’) and prostrating (in Sajdah). Peace
be upon you when you are announcing the Tahlil (saying: ‘There is no god but Allah’)
and Takbir (saying: ‘Allah is greater [than can be described]’) Peace be upon you
when you are praising (Allah) and seeking forgiveness. Peace be upon you when you

.enter the morning and the evening

2AE 00l oSale 23 b A0 pUay LT oS e 2l s 151,100 Bsds ) sl s oS S
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Peace be upon you in the night when it envelops and the day when it becomes

manifest. Peace be upon you, O the protected leader. Peace be upon you, O the one
whose coming is hoped for. Peace be upon you by the collections of the salutations
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I call you as a witness, O my Master, that
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certainly I testify that there is no god except Allah, He is alone, there is no partner
with Him. And { testify) that indeed Muhammad is His servant and His Apostle; there
is no beloved except him and his progeny
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And I call you as a witness, O my Master, that certainly ‘Ali, the Commander of the
Believers is His proof and Hasan is His proof and Husain is His proof and ‘Ali, son of
Husain is His proof and Muhammad, son of ‘Ali is His proof and Ja’far, son of
Muhammad is His proof and Musa, son of Ja’far is His proof and ‘Ali, son of Musa is His
proof and Muhammad, son of ‘Ali is His proof and ‘Ali, son of Muhammad is His proof

.and Hasan, son of ‘Aliis His proof and I testify that indeed you are the proof of Allah
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You @ll) are the first and the last. And surely your return is a truth, there is no doubt in
it, con) the day when the) belief of none will benefit him who previously did not
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believe or acquired goodness through his belief
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And indeed death is @n inescapable) truth; and indeed the questioning of) Nakir and
Nakir is a truth; and I testify that indeed the dispersion «in Qiyamat) is a truth; and the
resurrection is a truth; and indeed the (narrow) path ver hell) is a truth; and the
place of observation is a truth; and the (measuring) scales is a truth; and the
gathering (of all human beings) is a truth; and the accounting (of deeds) is a truth; and

Paradise and Hell is a truth; and the promise and the threat are both a truth
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O my master, one who opposes you @ll) is wretched and the one who obeys you @all)
is successful. Then testify whatever I made you a witness upon. And I am a friend of
yours, distanced from your enemy. So the truth is whatever you are pleased with, and
falsehood is whatever you are angry with, and goodness is whatever you have

.ordered, and evil is whatever you have prohibited
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So I am a believer in Allah, the One, He has no partner, and d am a believer) in His
Messenger and in the Commander of the Faithful and in you O my master, the first
among you and the last among you. And my help is ready for you and my love is purely

"((for you. Ameen! Ameen! (Accept! Accept! [whatever I have asked for

:The following du’a should then be recited to complete this Ziyarat
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O Allah, surely I ask you to send blessings upon Muhammad - the Prophet of Your*
mercy and the aphorism of your light. And fill my heart with the light of certainty; and
my chest with light of faith; and my thinking with the light of intentions and my
determination with the light of knowledge and my strength with the light of action and

.my tongue with the light of truthfulness

And my religion with the light of understanding from You and my vision with the light
of illumination and my hearing with the light of wisdom and my love with the light of
friendship for Muhammad and his progeny, peace be
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upon @ll of), them until I meet You having certainly fulfilled (my duty to) Your promise
.and Your covenant. So you cover me with your mercy, O Master! O Praiseworthy
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O Allah send your blessings upon Muhammad, your proof on your earth, your
vicegerent over your lands the caller towards your way, the establisher of your
justice, the one who follows Your command. The master of the believers and the
(cause of) ruin of the disbelievers, the enlighten of the darkness, the illuminator of the

truth the speaker with wisdom and truth

Your complete word on Your earth, the anxious anticipator and the counseling
master, the ship of salvation, the flag of guidance, the light of the sight of mankind,
best of he who was attired and was clothed and the illuminator of the blind, the one
who will fill the earth with justice and equity, just as it was filled with injustice and

.oppression. Surely you are Powerful over all things

Tl g8 Sooiby M i Cal igas Ll idielh Ss ol eSSl 35 oS5 e 4
a3 450015 a5 U1 5 oSTUST & 52015 &Sl & 5013 8500 G

p:A-


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

O’ Allah send your blessings upon your close friend and son of your close friends those
whom you have ordered wus) to obey, you made the observation of) their rights
compulsory, you removed from them all uncleanliness and purified them a thorough
purification. O’ Allah help him and come to the aid of your religion through him and
help your close friends those who are) his friends and his followers and his helpers,

and place us among them
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O Allah! Protect him from the evil of every tyrant and despot and from the evil of all
your creatures and grant him protection from his front, his back, his right and his left
and protect him and prevent from him the reaching of any evil

Protect Your Apostle and the progeny of Your Apostle through him and make justice
manifest through him; support him by victory; aid his helpers and abandon his
deserters; crush his enemies and break up the forces of disbelief through him

Through him, kill the disbelievers and the hypocrites and all the infidels wherever they
,be
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in the east of the earth and its west, its land and its sea. Fill the earth with justice
through him and manifest the religion of Your Prophet, blessings be upon him and his
.(progeny through him
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And place me, O Allah, among his helpers and his aides and his followers and his
partisans. And show me in the progeny of Muhammad peace be upon them, whatever
they are hoping for and in their enemies whatever they (the enemies) are afraid of. O
Lord of the truth, Ameen (Accept). O the Possessor of Splendor and Honor! O the Most

” Merciful of all the Merciful

One dhikr: When a person has a legitimate need that must be fulfilled, he should stand
facing the Qiblah with his head uncovered, and say the following av. times

5;&3! L
(O’ Hujjatul Qa " im "\

One form of tawassul: We are able to seek an intermediary to Allah through the 1yrth
Imam @jtf) by reciting this supplication
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O’ Allah! Send your blessings upon Muhammad S) and his household @s) and I*
beseech you, O Allah, in the name of Muhammad (S), his daughter (sa), and her two
,50Ns
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al-Hasan and al-Husayn @s), that by their right you help me to obey you and attain
your pleasure and that you grant me the best of all that which you have ever granted
to any of their close friends
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And I beseech you in the name of Your close servant, the Commander of the Faithful,
‘Ali b. Abi Talib, that by his right, You take revenge on him who has wronged me, and
by his right, You stand against anyone who intends to injure me as long as You will to

keep me alive
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And I beseech you in the name of Your close servant, ‘Ali b. al-Husayn, that by his
right, You protect and save me from the persecution of the rulers, and the evil
inspirations of the devils
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And I beseech you in the name of your two close servants, Muhammad b. ‘Ali and
Ja’far b. Muhammad, that by their right, you help me manage the affairs of my next
life by means of obedience to you
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And I beseech You, O Allah, in the name of Your close righteous servant, Musa b.
Ja’far, who suppressed his anger @l-Kadhim), that by his right, You safeguard me
against all that which I fear and and am careful about regarding my sight and the rest
of my entire body, and all my organs the external and the internal from all illnesses,
diseases, ailments, and pains, out of Your power, O the most Merciful of all those who

show mercy
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And I beseech You, O Allah, in the name of Your close servant, ‘Ali b. Musa al-Rid'a,
that through him, You rescue me and guard me against all that I fear and am careful
about in all my journeys through the lands, deserts, valleys, jungles, and seas
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And I beseech you, O Allah, in the name of your close servant, Abu
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Ja’far al-Jawad, that by his right, you generously confer upon me your favours and
bestow upon me with your expansive grace so that I will no more need what is
Jpossessed by Your creatures and in particular the cruel among them

Bless all that which you confer upon me as well as your favours, grace, and
sustenance that I possess. O my God! All my hopes have failed except that which I put
in you, and all the expectations have been disappointed, except those which I expect

from You; O the Lord of Majesty and Honour
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I beseech You in the name of him whose right You have made incumbent upon you,
that You bless Muhammad and his Household, and grant me the sustenance which
You have kept from me, and make it easy for me o acquire) in goodness and
wellbeing while I enjoy good living and comfort; O the most Merciful of all those who
show mercy
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And I beseech You, O Allah, in the name of Your close servant, ‘Alib. Muhammad, that
through him, You help me perform my supererogatory actions, act righteously with
my brethren-in-faith, and obey
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.You perfectly
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And I beseech You, O Allah, in the name of your close servant, Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Hadi,
the trustworthy, the generous, the sincere counselor, the trust-worthy scholar; that
through him, you help me in the affairs (which are beneficial) for my next life
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And I beseech You, O Allah, by Your close servant, and Your proof over Your servants,
and Your representative in Your lands, he one) who will take revenge on Your
enemies and the enemies of Your Messenger; the perfection of his Immaculate
fathers, the inheritor of his Infallible predecessors, the Patron of the Age, may Allah’s
blessings be upon him and upon his fathers, the virtuous, the preferred ones, and the
honourable ones that You make me his follower and deliver me from all misfortunes
and griefs, and protect Your favours upon me, old and new, and shower upon me with
Your excellent boons
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O Lord! help me through him and save me from the fear ¢hat I have) and from all
hardships, calamities, horrors, disasters, griefs, debts, illnesses, diseases, epidemics,
persecutions, prejudices, and seditious matters concerning my religion, worldly
affairs, and affairs of my next life out of Your grace, compassion, mercy,

magnanimity, favour and sympathy

O He Who saved (Prophet) Musa from the Pharaoh! O He Who relieved Muhammad,
Allah’s blessings be upon him and his Household, all that which grieved him

-
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O’ He who rescued ‘Ali from that which grieved him on the day of Siffin, O’ He Who
rescued ‘Ali b. al-Husayn on the day of (the Battle of) al-Harrah, O’ He Who saved
Ja’far b. Muhammad against Abu al-Dawaniq d.e. Abu-Ja’far al-ManSur, the ‘Abbasid

(ruler

Send blessings upon Muhammad and his Household and relieve me against all that
which has grieved me in this worldly abode and against all horrors aside from
Paradise out
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of Your mercy, O’ the most Merciful of all those who show mercy. O’ He Who grants all
needs! O’ He Who fulfills all the desires! O’ He Who provides abundantly! O’ He who

delivers from anguish
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O’ Allaht You indeed know that I admit that You have the power to grant all my needs,
therefore, bless Muhammad and his Household and hasten, O’ Lord, the advent of
Your close servant, the son of Your Prophet’s daughter, and grant, O’ Allah, the needs
of Muhammad’s household, and grant, O’ Lord, in the name of Muhammad and his

household, all my needs in this world as well as in the Next World

Be they big or small, with easiness and wellbeing from You; and perfect Your graces
for me, and make me
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enjoy Your honor, and dress me with Your (bounty of) wellbeing, and confer upon me
with Your pardon, and, in the name of Muhammad and his Household, be my
Guardian, Custodian, Supporter, Savior, Overseer, Protector and Sustainer, in all of
my affairs. Only that which Allah wills shall occur; while that which He does not will
shall not occur. Nothing is difficult for Allah to do in the Earth or in the Heavens. This

(shall be; this shall be, Allah willing.”

It may be possible that some of the lovers of the Imam may have other ways which
they use to seek help and assistance from the Imam to fulfill their needs and

requests

For example, it is possible that a person has a need which he wants fulfilled and he
conveys this to the Imam either in his dreams or even while awake in a state of
Mukashifa @n awaken state in which one experiences the presence of the Divine or

His appointed agents) with the answer coming directly from the Imam

In addition, it is possible that a person verbally declares his desires and an answer
.comes from the Imam

Also, it is possible that a person may write his requests to the Imam and keep it under
his prayer rug and one will see his answer written on that paper

In this regards, Imam ‘Alib. Muhammad @s) has said
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When you wish to ask for something, then write it down on paper) and place this*
writing underneath your prayer mat. Wait for an hour and then take the paper out
and look at it.” The narrator said: “I did just this and I found the answer to what I has
(@sked for with the signature of the Imam on it (the paper).”(

Responsibility YA: Praying for the Protection of the Imam Part \

Another responsibility which a true believer has is to pray for the protection of Imam
al-’Asr @jtf) from all types of trials and tribulations which can appear from the Earth
.or Heavens, and from evil of the devils among mankind and the Jinn

The lover of the Imam must supplicate, whenever he is able to, for the Imam. As we
are told, the best time to pray to Allah 0 is when the supplications are most readily
accepted and these specific times will be mentioned in the next responsibility

One of the best supplications which can be read for his protection is the following
:short Du’a (which we will mention in detail in the next responsibility

) .o O
(O’ Allah, be for your deputy (Wali), al-Hujjat b. al-Hasan...” (v

Responsibility Y4: Praying for Protection of the Imam Part ¥

Another responsibility of a believer is to supplicate to Allah for the Imam and the best
supplication for his protection is the famous one which has been taught to us by the
«infalliable A" immah @s
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O’ Allah, be for Your deputy, al-Hujjah b. al-Hasan, may Your Blessings be upon him ¢
and his forefathers, now and at all times, the Master, Protector, Guide, Helper, Proof
and Guard until he resides peacefully on Your earth and let him enjoy the blessings of

(this life) for a long time.”(\

Responsibility ¥+: Giving Charity on Behalf of the Imam

Another responsibility is to give Sadagah (charity) for the safety and protection of the
Imam. The amount and type of Sadagah given is not important, rather what is vital is
the sincere intention that it is given with, and that what is given is within one’s ability
@ person does not go through untold hardships to offer this charity such as giving too

.(much

The giving of Sadagah for the safety of the Imam can be done on a daily, weekly or
monthly basis whatever is easy for the believer and at the time of giving the Sadaqgah,
.(one should remember and pray for the safety of Imam al-Hujjah @jtf

A person giving the Sadagah can and should pray for the safety of his friends and
family members his father, mother, children, and others such as his teacher and other
people as well. Therefore, within the intention, one can specify that he is giving
Sadaqgah with the hopes that it will be accepted as a protection for all of these people

.not just the Imam

Responsibility ¥1: Vigilance in Mentioning the Imam

(We should not take the ‘proper name’ of Imam al-Zaman @jtf
p: 4
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when we mention him and should observe tagiyyah dissimulation) as much as
possible. The proper hame of the Imam is his first name which is the same as the
Since we are not permitted to refer to him by his proper .¢s ez p) Prophet of Islam

.name, we should refer to him through his titles and names of appellation

Without a doubt, it is forbidden (haram) to mention the name of the Imam in
gatherings in which the enemies of the religion are present and any place where
there is a fear of the enemies. If there is fear that danger may come to a person, then
it becomes forbidden to mention the title of the Imam and the names or titles of the

other A" immah as well

However, the prohibition of not mentioning the name of the Imam in other instances,
for example in gatherings in which there is no fear or danger of the enemies of Islam,
and where it is not necessary to observe tagiyyah. This is a matter of debate amongst
our scholars. However that which we deduce from the traditions which speak about

.(this issue is that it is prohibited to mention his proper name (in any gathering

:The Messenger of Allah (S) has said
o $E Y 0l J5 T el o229 s 58

He is the one whom no one calls by his (proper) name openly before his advent,
(except the one who disbelieves in him.”(

:-The Messenger of Allah has also said

p:ay
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It is not permitted for anyone to call him by his hame or his title before his advent,
(may the blessings of Allah be upon him.”(

There are many reliable traditions found in the well-known books of hadith on this
issue which reach to the level of mustafid'ha(y) rather, they reach to the level of being
mutawatir-e-ma’nawi¢) and tell us that it is impermissible to mention the name and

(title of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) before his advent.c¢

It is permissible to mention the name of the Imam in supplications and the whispered
prayers (Munajat) which are recited in private, however one should keep away from
this in large gatherings and according to ihtiyat() it is still better not to do this

The same holds true for mentioning the name of the Imam in secret and in one’s
heart such that only the person himself can hear what he is saying this too is
permitted, however it is better to observe precaution in these regards as well

In addition, it also goes against precaution to mention the proper name of the Imam
in writings and books. Thus, from the time of the late Shaykh Kulayni 0¢) until now, we
see that our great scholars have not mentioned the name of Imam al-Zaman @jtf) in
their books or writings and the methodology of our scholars is constant and none of

them have gone against this custom

Mentioning the proper name of the Imam @jtf) through the use

p:ay
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Any tradition that has not reached the level of being classified as being Tawatur is -v
called Khabar-e-Wahid. However, if the number of narrators of the tradition is
greater than three, then that tradition is referred to as a mustafidh tradition which is
.one of the best types of “khabar-e-wahid” tradition


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_93_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_93_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_93_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_93_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_93_5
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_93_6
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

A Mutawatir tradition is of two types: The literalverbal and the figurative/abstract. -v
The literal/verbal mutawatir tradition is one in which the words of the various
traditions are exactly the same with no difference in them while the
figurative/abstract mutawatir tradition is one in which the words and phrases are not
exactly the same, however their content is similar and thus, all of the hadith on that
.one topic have the same content and substance with different wordings

Please refer to books such as Kamal ad-Din wa Tamam an-Ni’mah, vol. v; - ¢
Mustadrak al-Wasa’il, vol. v; al-Kafi, vol. v

Ihtiyat is in the meaning of a recommended precaution here -»

His exact birth date is not known, however he passed away in the year ¥y or vy4 -¢
and had seen the special representatives of Imam al-Zaman 0 and his book al-Kafi is
also one of the Kutub al-Ar’bah or Four Major books of Shi’a tradition and is the most
important of all of them
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as a way of indicating him is permissible ¢ ez of the individual letters of his name
and just as it was previously stated, his name is the same as the name of the
.(Messenger of Allah and his title is the same as that of the Prophet of Allah (S

This same ruling @bout mentioning him) applies in regards to remembering him by his
name and title in closed gatherings and programs those gatherings in which the Shi'a,
especially those particular Shi’a such as the ‘Ulama and the pious people are present
as long as there is no fear or danger and there is no need to be in a state of

taqiyyah.a

So, what is the reason for it to be prohibited to mention the name and title of the
Imam? Numerous reasons can be cited why it is forbidden to mention his name,
however we must concede that the true reason for this prohibition has been hidden

from us (by Allah, the Prophet and the A" immah

Another name of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) which is also one of the names of the Prophet
is Ahmad. So the question arises that is it also forbidden to mention the Imam by this
name? In brief we can state that it is not forbidden to call the Imam with this name,

however, according to precaution, it is better to refrain from this as well

From some of the traditions, we can deduce that it is also prohibited to mention the
specific title

p: a¥

It is our opinion that in this era, the name of the Imam 0 can be mentioned without -1
any fear and when we look at the history and see the fear and fright of the past which
does not exist today and thus, it is not necessary to refrain from calling the Imam o by

his name
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which the Imam is known by, as it shares the same ruling as mentioning his proper
hame

Some people state that it is forbidden to mention his name and titles and we must not
call him by such things is this true? In answer to this we state that the strongest
opinion(v) is that it is not forbidden to mention the titles of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf).
However, according to precaution it is not permitted and this is how we should tread

.(in these regards (by observing this precaution
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In the tradition of al-Khidhr it has been mentioned: “And I bear witness to that man
who will come from the children of al-Husain @s) whose title will not be expressly
(mentioned nor will his name be called until his advent.” ¢

Responsibility ¥Y: Observing Proper Manners Part \

Another responsibility of the true believer is to observe the proper etiquette and to
refrain from anything which would be considered as bad manners in the presence of
.Imam al-Zaman @jtf

Taking part in gatherings in which Imam al-’Asr @jtf) is spoken about in a bad way or
in which people openly question and deny his existence, or where he is made fun of,
are examples of things which would be classified as bad manners in relation to the

Imam

In addition, we must also stay away from programs which do not have the
remembrance of Allah and Imam al-’ASr (ajtf) as this too is a sign

p:abd

That which the Mujtahid feels is the most correct way and which is also in the -\
.meaning of Ihtiyat Mustahab
Kamal ad-Din wa Tamam an-Ni’mah, vol. v, pg. vvs; al-Ihtijaj, pg. vsv -v
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.of not observing manners and etiquette in relation to the Imam

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq@s) has said
Gedhad D51 201 ad a5 L 2ss 6 5V p3d 5 b Ga O

He who has true belief in Allah and the Last Day will not attend gatherings in which*
the Imam is being disparaged or in which the defects of a believer are being spoken
@bout”(\

Actions such as not observing the responsibilities which one has to fulfill in regards to
Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) displaying our own shortcomings in relation to these rights,
seeking help dawassul) from other than the Imam or his pure family in times of
difficulties, trying to find faults and defects in the rulings of the religion and that which
the Prophet of Islam brought, or insulting the laws of Allah are all things which are

.equivalent to insulting the Imam

In addition, actions such as having hatred for the friends and lovers of Imam al-
Zaman @jtf), or loving the enemies of the Imam and enemies of the religion are also
practical examples of showing disrespect and not observing the correct etiquette in

relation to the Imam

Therefore, these and many other things which are considered as showing disrespect
to the Imam must be kept away from and without doubt, those with intellect and
understanding can clearly under this responsibility

Responsibility ¥¥: Observing Proper Manners Part Y

Another responsibility is to observe the proper etiquette when the Imam’s name is
.mentioned

A true believer should only call upon the Imam by his titles such as
p:a¢

al-Kafi, vol. v, Pagre rvv, no. 4 -\
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al-Hujjah, al-Qa’ im, al-Mahdi, Sahib al-Amr, Sahib az-Zaman, Aba Salih and others

In addition, when one wants to say or write the blessed nhame of the Imam, one must
also display the utmost of respect

For example, if we use the word ‘Hadrat’ or ‘Mawla’ or things such as this before his
name, then we must also add the various forms of greeting, salutations and prayers
may Allah’s) ” iz ijn s ((peace be upon him) "tz e -after mentioning him, such as
»314 5 @155 «prayers and peace be upon him) "5 5 £5La 4 :(peace be upon him
may Allah, the Most)” ., A1i£5 L& i J42« may our souls be sacrificed for him) or)

/ High, hasten his noble return) after his blessed name

:The Messenger of Allah (S) has said
SIS0 3 s 15 s 4 583 S UF T L 3 gl s S s

Whoever sends blessings on me in writing, the Angels will continue to ask*
(forgiveness for him for as long as my name is in that book (or writing).”

Therefore based on this tradition, we must remember to show honor and respect to
the Prophet, the Imam of our time and the other A'immah and this cannot be
in the (p) or ’(s‘j:" FIRPEH Al LS_j:;) in the place of ()(_.) achieved by merely writing
and other things such as (@}5\ s JW il J=)in the place of (z¢) Or (s312hi «ié) place of

these

Many times, we see scholars write long dissertations and do not

p:av

Biharul Anwar, vol. a¥, pg. vy, sec. ¥4, no. #6; Munyat al-Murid, pg. v¢v (The section of -\
(Writing and Keeping Books

In most English publications, this is written as (S), (), (SAW), (saws), (pbuh hf) and -
(other such ways. (Tr
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even try in the least to keep their words to a minimum or we see speakers who deliver
long lectures and never suffice with short talks, however when it comes to showing
respect to the A"immah of true guidance, they never follow the code of honor in

relation to them or if they do, they resort to using the abbreviated forms of respect

or even worse, () they will write (ziz 4T 5 «le & {z) Therefore, instead of writing out
and (3L <) ,In place of the prayer 1y > they will cut the salutation off and write
Sometimes, in (=) and (¢) they will use the symbols (Ju,fd\ Ep & il J&2)in place of
they will shorten them (sl 41 £ 255 or the prayer (¢ 15 &1 &132 ) place of the prayer

(s, and (s, and write them as

We should keep in mind that not only is the use of such shortened expressions in
relation to these noble personalities rude and impolite, but it is also one of the
igreatest forms of disrespect towards them

Another point of etiquette in showing respect to the Imam is that we should not touch
.(his name or any of his titles without Wudhu’ (spiritual purity

What we have just mentioned in relation to showing respect and honor to the Imam is
just the tip of the iceberg and there are many other forms which can be manifest and
indeed these are clear for the one who has true insight and understanding (of

P: aA
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(the Imam

It goes without saying that what we have stated in this responsibility in regards to the
last Imam also holds true for the rest of the Infallibles

Responsibility ¥¥f: Observing Proper Manners Part ¥

Another responsibility of the believers is that when they hear or see the name of
Imam al-Zaman or any of his titles, they should immediately show the appropriate
form of respect. In addition, as a sign of acknowledging his status, they should stand

.up when they hear his blessed title, al-Qa " im

One day, a person was in a gathering with Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s)
when another person took the name of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) and out of respect to
(the yvth Imam, the sth Imam stood up!(

Once, a companion named Di’bil, who lived in the later part of the Islamic history,
recited a poem which he had composed in which he mentioned Imam al-Hujjah @ijtf)
to the Ath Imam, “Ali b. Musa al-Rida @s). When he mentioned the yvth Imam, Imam
al-Rida @s) stood up and placed his right hand on his head as a form of respect to the

(final Imam and prayed for his speedy arrivali(x

The philosophy behind standing up when one hears the blessed name or title of the
Imam, especially al-Qa " im @jtf) is that we are showing our readiness to rise to help
and assist the Imam

Indeed, whenever and wherever the name of the Imam is taken, he immediately
makes himself present in that gathering and looks with attention towards the people
who have taken

p: a4

Spiritual Relation with the Noble Personality of the Mahdi, pg. vf., Muntakhab al- -
Athar, pg.s.#,al-Zaimun NaSib, vol. 1, pg. ¥v\
Ibid -v
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his name) and therefore, it is recommended to show respect to the Imam by standing
.up whenever his name is mentioned

Responsibility ¥d: Showing Humility Humbleness Part {

Another responsibility of the followers of the Imam is that we must have humility and
humbleness and show concern in our hearts or the Imam) when we mention him

L5 G JF G S 8 G55 BT AT 5l 0 oL 01 s JE 1 6
:(Allah, the Most High has said (in the Noble Qur " an

Has not the time come that those who have true faith begin to show humility in their*
(hearts when Allah and that which He has revealed of the Truth is mentioned?” ¢

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has said that: “Remembering us the Ahlul Bayt)
(@nd mentioning us is the same as remembering or mentioning Allah.” (v

Therefore, the hearts of the true believers must have humbleness which can only
come about through remembering the name of the Imam, just as Imam Ja’far b.
:Muhammad as-Sadiq@s) stated in his supplication for Friday

e <0 O 25 . D
GO 25 ot S L5 i 0 o5 LS b oS T 0L

z

O’ Allah! Indeed I seek nearness to you with a submissive heart, and I seek*
nearness) to your representative with a body that is humble and d seek nearness) to
(the rightly guided A" immah by a heart filled with humility ¢

Responsibility ¥'#: Showing Humility Humbleness Part Y

A true believer’s entire presence must show humility to the yvth Imam. By this we
mean that every part of our body must be in the service

p:ye

Suratul Hadid @v), Verse 1¢ -
al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. 45, no. v -y
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Jamal al-Usbu’, Pag v+, Biharul Anwar, vol. A4, pg. vy, sec. ¥, n0. 5 -
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.of and ready to carry out the commands of the Imam

We must know that in the presence of the Imam, we are weak and insignificant and
that it is the Imam who possesses greatness and magnimity. In addition, we must
follow the Imam by our actions and our heart

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said the following in his supplication for
the day of Friday

2 r'e D - D o < - Py g’

215 25 s BV G J] 5wkt 0ds oS5 6 J) 5 psls i oS) D5 (o0 gl

z

O’ Allah! Indeed I seek nearness to you with a submissive heart, and d seek*
nearness) to your representative with a body that is humble; and { seek nearness) to
(the rightly guided A" immah by a heart filled with humility "\

Responsibility ¥Y:Love for the Imam Part \

Another responsibility that the believers have is to love the Imam since he is one of
.the infallible members of the Ahlul Bayt @s) of the Prophet Muhammad S

The consecutively narrated traditions tell us that loving the Ahlul Bayt @s), and
specifically Imam al-Zaman @jtf), is one of the responsibilities of the true believers

As we know, it is obligatory upon every believer to love the family of the Prophet
which is actually the reward he asked for bringing us the message of Islam. In
addition, this act is also regarded as a part of having true faith and is one of the

.conditions for our actions to be accepted in the presence of Allah

All of the permitted, pure blessings of Allah and the various pleasures which the
believers

p:yy

Ibid -y
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have been granted are due to the presence of the Imam and the blessings he brings
with him and it stands to reason that a person must love the one who is the reason for
all of the blessings which he has been granted. Indeed, the Islamic traditions tell us

that the presence of the twelfth Imam is the reason that we are blessed

Thus, our intelligence commands us to love him and in principle, human nature
commands people to this truth we must love the one who has given us blessings and
bounties and has done good to us

In addition, there are numerous traditions that speak directly about the need to have
love for our living Imam

g 1 Sl 3T Jb il At b JW I U6

Allah has said in a Sacred Tradition (Hadith al-Qudsi): “O’ Muhammad! Have love for
(him @l-Mahdi) since surely I love him and I love anyone who loves him.”(\

:The Messenger of Allah (S) has said
B O Colo st I Lshal fas 5 B kS 85 Al oGl AT ST G

A person who would like to meet Allah in a state of perfect faith and in the best form«
(of submission should love al-Hujjah Sahib al-Zaman al-Muntadhar @jtf).”«x

Responsibility ¥YA:Love For the Imam Part Y

In addition to having love for the Imam, a true believer must also encourage others to
love him in essence, they must pull others towards the Imam and towards love for
thim

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
PN (P

p:yy
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May Allah have mercy upon a servant who endears us to the people and does not*
(make them have hatred towards us the Ahlul Bayt).” ¢

:Inanother tradition, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq has said
s LSF 3054 s | 835 Tz 4l =5

May Allah have mercy upon that servant who encourages the people to love us the*
Ahlul Bayt) through speaking to them whatever (positive) they know @bout us), while
(refraining from mentioning that which they do not find acceptable @bout us).” (v

Responsibility ¥4: A Desire to Meet the Imam Part {

Expressing one’s desire to meet the Imam is another responsibility of the believers

In the supplications which are specifically related to Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) such as
Du’a al-Nudbah), there are passages which as we know are the exact words of
Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq) in which this responsibility has been clearly

:mentioned

O. -G 7 o eisoig.- Qo o0 o fef s
S Y;W&@\Vjéj‘ﬁ;&_dugj\u\ébﬁf

How difficult it is for me that I am able to see all the creation, however you cannot be*
"1seen, and I do not hear any sound or whisper from you

:The Commander of the Faithful, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib @s) has said
&% 6 J1 B3 )ho s J etz s3] 5106

Aah! (O’ how I wish I could see him!)” And then he struck his hand on his chest as a“
(sign of longing to see the Imam @l|-Mahdi).c¢

Responsibility ¥+: A Desire to Meet the Imam Part ¥

Another responsibility of a believer is to ask Allah for the ability to meet
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p: Y

al-Kafi, vol. A, pg. yva,sec. A, NO. yar -

al-Amali (Shaykh Saduq), pg. a4 -¥

This supplication has been narrated in the reliable books of supplication such as -»
Mafatih al-Jinan, Mikyal al-Makarim, vol. v, pg. av-1. .; the hand written copy of Mizar
al-Kabir of Ibne al-Mashadi, pg. Avy; Mizar the old Version) by Qutb Rawandi; the
hand written copy of Mizar of Sayyid ibne Tawus which is known by the name of
MiSbahul Zair, pg. vrf; Biharul Anwar, vol. y+v

Mikyal al-Makarim, vol. v, pg. v1s; Biharul Anwar, vol. s\, pg. 116, S€C. Y, N0. \f -¥
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Imam al-Mahdi @jtf). We must pray to Allah that the Imam permits us to see him, but
of course we should ask to see him while we are in a state of true faith and
performing good deeds

Therefore, we should be blessed to meet him having full faith in Islam so that we do
not cause any spiritual harm to the Imam and such that we are not among those
whose his anger is taken out upon

This type of meeting with Imam al-Mahdi @ijtf) is possible both during his advent and
during his occultation. Therefore, it is possible for the believers to see and meet him
during his occultation, just as it is possible to see and meet him during his advent.
Thus, just because he is currently hidden from the eyes of the people, we must not

deny the fact that it is possible to see him

To see the Imam during his advent or during the period of occultation while awake or
asleep is something that everyone aspires towards and this must be the wish of all
true believers. They must sincerely ask Allah for this honor and the best way to
achieve this is to supplicate to Allah to be granted the opportunity to meet the Imam

.upon his advent

In the Du’a of ‘Ahd (The Supplication of the Pact to the Imam)() which has been
:narrated by Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s), we pray the following

/ 0O
u\ e ,1@ 6{.@\3 JAS15 sies 1% 5 s0a 9 adbl @j ;,g‘.ui
I0’Allah¢

p:y-¥
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Show me the appearance of the one who is rightly guided and the finest of those
(deserving praise; and beautify my sight with the ability to look upon him..”(

Later on in this same supplication we appeal to Allah 0 and say
g - z - - z [ ] 4 [;/
AW IG5 aT s 5 O eSUEd ) gl

O Allah I ask that you show me the authority of your affairs manifestly as he carries*
(out your orders..”(x

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
G o a5 des Taisd g A0 56 sl s il ol sl o 5a S5

Anytime one of you has the desire (o see) al-Qa’im @ijtf), then you should desire*
that (you see him while) you are in a good (spiritual) state since surely Allah had sent
(Muhammad (S) as a mercy but will send al-Qa " im @ijtf) as an avenger.”«

.(In addition, it has been mentioned in Du’a al-Nudbah(

e PRt iyl 3

(And allow him dmam al-Mahdi) to see his Master, O’ the Almighty...”
Inanother supplication), it has been mentioned

£ 4 5 (L das;

(And make us of those whose eyes are delighted by seeing.” (v

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said

sl G 558 o L g St et S 5 s o652 15

A person who recites Surah Bani Isra il (\v) every Thursday night will not die until he«
(sees al-Qa " im @jtf) and becomes one of his companions.”

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has also said
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Biharul Anwar,vol. .y, pg.a. -

Ibid -v

al-Kafi, vol. A, pg. y¥v, no. ¥.s -y

This supplication has been narrated in the reliable books of supplication such as -
Mafatih al-Jinan, Mikyal al-Makarim, vol. v, pg. ar-1..; the hand written copy of Mizar
al-Kabir of Ibne al-Mashadi, pg. Avy; Mizar (the old Version) by Qutb Rawandi; the
hand written copy of Mizar of Sayyid ibne Tawus which is known by the name of
MiSbahul Zair, pg. vrf; Biharul Anwar, vol. y+v

Biharul Anwar,vol.y.y,pg.a: -»

Biharul Anwar, vol. A4, pg. v+, SecC. ¥, N0. \f -#

Biharul Anwar,vol.y.y,pg.a: -v
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A person who recites the following supplication after every obligatory Salat will“
Ibn al-Hasan, may peace be upon him and upon his (s ¢ ~ ») definitely see Imam
(forefathers, (either) while he is awake or in his dreams.”(«

:Then the Imam recited the following supplication
) o0
O s 5 0 T 0l Colo B3 E el s el i
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. O’ Allaht Convey to our*
»..Master, Sahib al-Zaman @jtf), wherever he is and everywhere he is

Responsibility f1: Visiting the Places the Imam Visits

Another responsibility of the believers is to go to those places where this is a
possibility that the Imam visits such as Masjid al-Sahlah «n ‘Iraq), Masjid Jamkaran (n
Iran) and other places, especially at the specific times which have been mentioned
that he may be there(r) the gatherings in which the greatness and traits of the Imam

and the other infallible A" immah are mentioned

Programs to commemorate the marriage of the Sadat and the ‘Ulama and especially
those gatherings in which the Sadat scholars who also possess the qualities of
abstaining from sins and who adhere to piety are present, gatherings in which the
troubles that befell the Ahlul Bayt are mentioned programs in which the teachings of

Allah and in which the infallible A" immah are remembered

Especially the days which are relevant to them such as ‘Ashura, ‘Eid al-Fitr, Thursday
night and other days accompanying the dead bodies of the scholars and those who
love the Imam

p:y#

Ibid -
For example according to the traditions it is stated that Imam Wali al-’ASr attends -
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the Hajj every year and on the day of ‘Arafat, he is present on the Plains of ‘Arafat
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especially the true Shi’a to their burial site are all programs and gatherings which a
true believer should be present in

In addition, the joyous occasions which take place during the year such as ‘Eid al-
Ghadir, ‘Eid al-Qurban, the Nights of Qadr in the Month of Ramadhan and others, are
also times in which Imam al-Hujjah @ijtf) is present and thus, we should also be sure

to take part in programs which are held around these great days

Responsibility ¥Y: Grief and Sorrow Due to Separation Part \

Another responsibility of a true believer is that one must feel grief and sorrow due to
one’s separation from the Imam and not being able to see him. This state of grief
should be a continuous feeling for a believer and should not be limited to merely a few

.days during the year

If a true believer is only able to be in spiritual contact with the Imam for certain hours
or parts of the day, then at least in those time periods, one must express grief at
being separated from the Imam and the delay in his advent

There is a section in Du’a al-Nudbah which explains the sorrow one feels at being
:separated from his Imam

A 5 s i B et e

Is there any assistant that will be alongside me in prolonging my grief and tears @at*
(being separated from you, O’ Imam?)"(

Responsibility f¥: Grief and Sorrow Due to Separation Part Y

Another responsibility of the believers is to shed tears due to being separated from
the Imam and because of the trials and tribulations which he has

p:yev

Biharul Anwar,vol.\.v,pg. 4 -
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had to endure. If it is not possible for a person to cry, then he should try and force
himself to cry or at least ‘pretend’ to cry which is known as ‘tabaka’ in ‘Arabic

:In a tradition from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) it is mentioned that
A Je S35 655 DN 5 5 g o e 5w B g5 5 U5 31 U875 s

Anyone who remembers us or when we are remembered in his presence, a tear-“
drop the size of the wing of a gnat comes out from his eye, Allah will forgive his sins
(even if they are the amount of the foam on the waters of the sea.”(

:In another tradition from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) he has stated

A

b e G205 oSUs ol Gl oS 31 DU QW B0 faiadls S35 G L aSG| Frad a3 WT &30 4501

Cree 51

Take care not to refer to him (by name))! By Allah d swear that) your Imam will
disappear for many years during which time, you shall be (intensely) tested until it will
be said: “He died” or “He has perished” or “Which valley has he taken as his place of

(recluse?” Verily, the eyes of the believers shall shed tears for him.”(x

‘Sudair Sairafi has narrated that

/’qn)l

p [ p % e . : ; e 4 A G- e

5ol e L s8T5 e o3 jaas dllaze T U3 6 U5 530U 5 na 515 58 U el 5 UT 2t
- -~ - - - B ); -
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P:yA

Biharul Anwar, vol. £¥, pg. YvA, S€C. ¥f, NO. ¥ -
al-Ghaybah of al-Nu’mani, pg. vov; Kamal ad-Din wa Tamam an-Ni’mah, vol. v, pg. -v
YfV, SEC. Y¥, NO. ¥
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Sudair al-Sairafi says: “I along with al-Mufad'dal b. ‘Umar, Abu BaSir, Aban b. Taghlib
entered upon our master Abu ‘Abdillah Ja’far b. Muhammad @s). We saw him sitting
on bare earth with a Khaibari woolen cloak that was ringed at the neck, did not have

any pockets and had short sleeves

He was crying like a deeply afflicted and bereaved mother of a child from the depths
of a heart that was full of mourning. Grief had appeared in the sides of his face, the
change had spread on to both of his cheeks, and tears were rolling on the sides of his

visage, as

p: Y


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

he was saying: ‘My master, your occultation has taken away my night’s sleep it has
narrowed my bed for me, and has snatched away the solace from my heart

My master, your occultation has turned my tragedies into the atrocities of eternity.
.The loss of one after the other perishes a crowd and a multitude

No more I feel the tear that drops from my eye, and the moan that faintly leaves my
chest from the places of tragedies and past calamities except that it exemplifies
before my eye the greatest and cruelest of catastrophes, the most dismal and

»” disdainful mishaps, mixed with your wrath, and calamities coupled with your anger

Sudair says: “Our hearts and minds were overwhelmed by that terrifying scene and
mortifying view. We thought that it is the sign of a dreadful shattering or times have
brought him a calamity

We said: ‘May Allah, O’ son of the best of the creation, never bring tears into your
eyes. For what incidents are your eyes pouring and your tears raining and what
"?situation has led you to this mourning

Sudair says, as-Sadiq @s) took a deep sigh that his chest expanded and his fright
enhanced, and he said: ‘O’ you, I looked at the Book of al-Jafr this morning, and that is
the book that encompasses the knowledge of deaths, trials and tribulations and the
knowledge of all that has been and all that will be until the Day of Judgment, which

Allah, glory to His name, has exclusively imparted
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to Muhammad and the Imams after him, peace be unto him and them

I viewed therein the birth of our Qa’im a@ijtf) and his disappearance and its
protraction and the length of his lifespan and the trials of the believers through him
after him in that period and the generation of doubts in their hearts from the length of
his disappearance and the apostasy of most of them from their religion and their

removing the cord of Islam from their necks

About which Allah, glory to His name, has said: “We have fastened to everyman’s neck
his fateful record’ which is the wilayah. So emotions overpowered me and grieves
’.overwhelmed me

We said: “O’ son of the Messenger of Allah, dignify us and bestow honor upon us by
’ sharing some of what you know from the knowledge

He said: “Allah, the Exalted, has consigned three qualities in the Qa" im @ijtf) of ours,
which He had consigned to three of the apostles. He foreordained his birth like the
birth of Moses, his disappearance like the disappearance of Jesus and his protraction
like the protraction of Noah. Moreover, He made the lifespan of His virtuous servant

> al-Khidhr a proof of his lifespan

I said: “remove the curtains for us, O’ son of the Messenger of Allah from the faces of
’ these concepts

He said: “As for the birth of Moses: When the Pharaoh discerned that the demise of his
kingdom is in his hands, he ordered the soothsayers be called, who foretold him about
his lineage and

P: 110
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that he will be from the Children of Israel. Pharaoh did not cease to have his men rip
open the abdomens of the pregnant women of the Children of Israel, until he killed in
the pursuit of Moses twenty and some odd thousand babies

He was unable to murder Moses, for Allah, the Exalted, protected him. Likewise, when
the Umayyad and the ‘Abbasids discovered that the demise of their kingdom and that
of their kings and tyrants will be at the hands of the Qa " im @jtf) from us

They showed enmity towards us and took their swords out for the murder of the
House of the Messenger of Allah @s) and to cut off his progeny in order to make
certain they have killed the Qa " im @ijtf). However, Allah dislikes not revealing His
Command for one of the oppressors until His light is full, even if the pagans may

dislike this

As for the disappearance of Jesus: The Jews and the Christians formed unanimity that
‘he has been killed whereas Allah belied them in His verse

’ They did not kill, nor crucify him, but rather, it was made dubious for them*

Likewise is the disappearance of the Qa" im @jtf) since one congregation denies it for
its length ranging from one misguided person who says: “He was never born’, to
another who says: “He was born and he died’, to another who rejects faith by saying
that our eleventh was barren, to another who deviates by saying: “This will increase to

Jthirteen an upwards
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and another who sins against God, the Exalted, by saying: “The spirit of the Qa im
> speaks through the body of someone else

As for the protraction of Noah: When he prayed for the descent of punishment against
his people from the heavens, Allah, the Exalted, sent Gabriel, the Trusted Spirit, with
seven kernels, and said: “O’ Apostle of Allah, Allah, the Exalted, says to you: “They are

.my creation and my servants

I will not perish them with a lightening from my thunderbolts until the call has been
stressed upon and the proof has become binding

Retain your hard labor in making the call to your people, for I will reward you for that.
Plant these kernels, because your relief and liberation will be at its plantation,
outgrowth, and fruition when it reaches fruition. Give this glad tiding to your believing

’ followers

When the trees grew and thrived and their trunks and branches developed and
spread out and their fruits grew big, he asked Allah, the Exalted, for the fulfillment of
the promise. Allah, the Exalted, ordered him to plant the seeds of those trees and

retain patience and hard work and make the call to his people

He informed the nations that believed in him; three hundred men of them turned
away from him and said: “If what Noah is claiming were true, the promise of his Lord
would not have been violated.” Then Allah, the Exalted, continued to order him every

time to plant the seeds until they had been
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planted seven times

Nations of believers continued to lose congregations until they were left only seventy
and some odd men. At that time, did Allah, the Exalted, sent a message to him and
said: “O’ Noah, now the dawn on your eyes has broken the night as the truth has
manifested with clarity and the order of belief has become pure from impurity by the

.apostasy of everyone who had a wicked disposition

If I had destroyed the disbelievers and kept those who have apostatized from
amongst the believers in you, I had not fulfilled my early promise to the believers from
your people who were sincere in their belief in Me and had adhered to the rope of
your Prophet hood that I would make them heirs in earth and empower for them their
religion and replace their fear with security, so that worship be pure for me by the

departure of doubts from their hearts

How could I provide heirship and empowerment and replacement of fear with
security while I know the weakness of certainty of the people who apostatized and
their wicked dispositions and their evil insides, which were the outcomes of hypocrisy

?and the initiation of misguidance

If they had procured from Me the kingdom that will be given to the believers at the
time of heir ship when I will have killed their enemies, they would have sniffed the
smells of its attractions, and it would have strengthened the inner secrets of their

hypocrisy, and eternalized
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the strings of misguidance in their hearts, and they would have faced their brothers
with enmity and would have battled them in pursuit of chiefdom and the distinction of
.commanding and forbidding

And how can the religion’s empowerment and the Command’s spread amongst the
believers coexist with rise of mischief and occurrence of wars? Never. Build the ark
”” under our eyes and as We reveal

AS-Sadiq (@s) said: “Likewise is the Qa " im @ijtf). The days of his occultation will be
lengthy so truth may become clear and belief may become pure from impurity by the
apostasy of everyone from the Shi’a with a wicked disposition, who are feared they
are hypocrites when they expect heir ship and empowerment and a vast security in

’ (the reign of the Qa " im @ijtf

al-Mufad'd’al says, I asked: “O’ son of the Messenger of Allah, the nawasib believe this
’1verse has been revealed about Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali @s

He said: “May Allah not guide the hearts of the nawasib. When was the religion which
Allah and His Messenger pleased with empowered through spread of security in the
Ummah and departure of fear from their hearts and doubts from breasts during the
reign of anyone of them? In the reign of ‘Ali @s) especially with the apostasy of
Muslims and mischief which were occurring in their days and the wars that were

> breaking out between the disbelievers and between themselves

:-Then as-Sadiq @s) recited this verse
,until, when the apostles despaired and deemed they were counted liars*
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”our succor came to him

As for the virtuous servant of Allah, al-Khidr: Allah, the Exalted, did not lengthen his
lifespan for the sake of an apostleship ordained to him, nor for a book sent to him, nor
for a code of law replacing the previous codes from other messengers before him, nor
for an Imamate obliging His servants to follow him, nor any obedience mandated with

respect to him

Instead, since Allah, the Exalted, knew how lengthy He would make the life of the
Qa'im @ijtf) in the days of his disappearance and He knew the rejection of His
servants with respect to the length of that life, He lengthened the lifespan of the
Virtuous Servant for no other reason but to argue on its basis for the lifespan of the
Qa’im @ijtf) and so that the argument of the adversaries may cease and people may

(not have any proofs against Allah.”(v)and (v

Responsibility ¥¥: Making Others Cry for theImam

The believers should make others cry due to the separation with the Imam or
because of the difficulties which the Imam and his pure fore-fathers had to endure of
.course, this should be done in accordance with ones’ ability

It must be noted that this responsibility must only be carried out through the means
permitted by the faith. By this we mean that one must enact this responsibility
through recalling the authentic traditions which recount the trials and tribulations

which the Ahlul Bayt @s) went through

Thus, a believer must not make others cry by lying
p:yy.

Kamal ad-Din wa Tamam an-Ni’mah, vol. v, pg. ray, sec. v, no. o-; Biharul Anwar, -\
vol. 5Y,pg. Y14, N0. 4

The translation of this tradition has been taken from the English translation of - v
Biharul Anwar, vol. s\, published by Ansariyan Publications and translated by Hasan
Allahyari
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or changing the history of what the Infallibles went through as it is not permitted to
make up historical narrations simply to make people cry as this is not what Allah 0 and
the pure and infallible family of the Prophet want from us

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
C B o816 2 5 B Tty (oSSl 51 oSG 35 3

A person who cries or makes one other person cry will be granted Paradise and even“
(@ person who pretends to cry «f he cannot cry) will also be granted Paradise.”

Responsibility ¥d: Supplicating for theImam

Another responsibility of the believers is to recite Du’a al-Nudbah(x) which has been
taught to us by Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s). This supplication can be
recited at any time, however we are told that it is highly recommended to be recited
on the four days of ‘Eid, namely: the day of Jumu’ah (Friday); ‘Eid al-Fitr; ‘Eid al-

Qurban and ‘Eid al-Ghadir

According to the opinion of some of our ‘Ulama), it should also be recited on
Thursday night which is another very blessed time. After reciting this supplication, one
should also perform a two Rak’at Salat of Ziyarat to the Imam

Responsibility f#: Remembering the Imam Frequently Part\

Another responsibility is to remember Imam al-’Asr @ijtf) at all times and places as
much as possible, especially during the times of the year related to the Imam such as
every Friday; the voth of Sha’ban, the Nights of Qadr (in the Month of Ramadhan) and

after each of the daily prayers

We must
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(Muhaddith Nuri (related from the book Mizar Qadim -v
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always be in a state of remembering the Imam and must always keep him in our
hearts. If it is possible to remember him with the tongue ©openly and verbally), then
this must be done, otherwise if it is only possible to remember him in the heart
silently), then one must act in this way, and if it is only possible to remember him in
the mind, then this is how he must be remembered. The point is that we should never

be negligent of him

When the heart of a true believer is taken over by the remembrance of Imam al-
Mahdi @ijtf), then his entire presence goes into a state of his remembrance and this is
the best state we can find ourselves in

In order for a believer to be able to always remember the Imam, one need to be
vigilant() and constantly protect his heart and keep away from everything other than
the Imam

The greater in frequency of the verbal remembrance of the Imam, and the purer the
intention, the more of an effect this will have on a person. This will also make the
remembrance of the Imam stronger in our heart

In certain instances, the remembrance of the Imam can actually be obligatory as
those who have a deep spiritual insight into this issue will attest to the remembrance
of the Imam in any time and in all forms is equivalent to remembering and mentioning

Allah, and in a tradition from Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) we

p:YY
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read
il 53 5 U553 5
(Surely our remembrance is from the remembrance of Allah.” (1

Here, we refer to some of the specific times and places which we have been highly
:(recommended to remember Imam al-Mahdi @jtf

.The night and day of the yath of Sha’ban

(The nights of Qadr (in the Month of Ramad’han
(The night and day of ‘Ashura the y.th of Muharram
(The night and day of Jumu’ah (Friday

(The Day of Nuruz (first day of spring

The afternoon of Monday and Thursday since it is these two days when all of our
actions (good and bad) are presented to the Imam

Before going to sleep

The last one-third of the night when even the Imam is busy in Salatul Tahajjud
(Salatul Lail

Whenever one is reciting Du’a

(Anytime when a person is crying and asking Allah o for his needs(x
(The initial rising of the sun (Fajr time

After Salatul Fajr

(The beginning of the afternoon (Zuhr

After Salatul Zuhr
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After Salatul ‘Asr
At sunset
(The Day of ‘Arafah th of Dhul Hijjah

The Days of ‘Eid such as ‘Eidul Ghadir, ‘Eidul Fitr and ‘Eidul Qurban, the birth .\
anniversaries of the Infallibles 0 and their death anniversaries

As for the places which are specifically related to the Imam and should be shown. v
:veneration, they include

Masjid al-Haram

Masjid as-Sahlah

Masjid al-Kufah

Masjid Jamkaran

The cellar in Samarrah where his occultation began

Masjid Zaid

Masjid Sa’Sa’ah

(The Plains of ‘Arafat(

.The burial sites of all of the Infallibles (pubth), especially Karbala

The gatherings and programs in which Allah is remembered and in which the
greatness, traits and trials and tribulations of the Ahlul Bayt @s) are recalled

JIndeed

p: Yy
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From some of the narrations we can deduce that the Imam does not sleep and - v
spends his whole night in the worship and obedience of Allah 0 just as his noble fore-
fathers before him used to do and it may be for this reason that when the traditions
speak about the colour of his complexion as being a light yellow,/brown colour, it is due
to the fact that the Imam spends this entire night in worship and prayer to Allah o0
Masjidul Haram is in Makkah and includes the Ka’bah, Magam of Ibrahim, and the -v
well of Zamzam; Masjid as-Sahlah is one of the largest Masajid and is located in
Kufah; Masjid al-Kufah is the most sacred masjid in the city of Kufah and is also one of
the oldest Masajid after Masjidul Haram and was built by Prophet Adam 0; Masjid Zaid
b. Sawhan and the Masjid of Sa’Sa’ah b. SawSan are also two important Masajid in
Kufah; Masjid Jamkaran is one of the Masajid of the Shi’'a in Iran which is
approximately eight kilometres south-east of the city of Qum; the Plains of ‘Arafat are
approximately twenty-one kilometres from the city of Makkah just around the
mountain known as the Mountain of Rahmah Jabal al-Rahmah) and is one of the
spots in which those performing the Hajj visit during the days of the pilgrimage and is
.one of the pillars of the hajj rites
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one of the responsibilities of the true followers is to remember Imam al-Zaman @jtf)
in these times and places by visiting them and holding them in great esteem and by
observing the etiquette and performing the acts which are related to each of these

areas

If we truly wish to remember the Imam in these places then we must see what his
wish and desire is for us to perform. Through this, we will be able to perform the
.deeds which will earn his pleasure and happiness

Remembering the Imam performing his visitation; sending greetings and prayers to
him praying for him and calling upon Allah for him dedicating the reward of righteous
acts such as the Salat and also the performance of certain other acts by means of
proxy for him within the acts of worship and servitude to Allah, are some of the ways

in which this responsibility towards the Imam can be carried out

Responsibility fY: Remembering the Imam Frequently Part ¥

A true believer must always remember the Imam in all acts of worship whether
obligatory or recommended even in the Salat. One must be aware that we are
performing the Salat in the presence of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) and we must realize

that the Imam is watching us

‘When a true believer says
_ rw | S bijo .@;ix:_ZJ\ Dijo i)
(Keep us on the straight path, the path of those whom You have blessed” (1

One must remember that the Imam is the Siratul Mustagim the Straight Path) and
Allah completed and perfected His bounties

P:YF
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.and favours upon him and his forefathers
‘When one recites the Tashahhud and says

0.
Wi JT 5 a0 Qe fo 2l

O’Allah! Send your prayers upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad” then at*
this time too, one must remember the Imam since he is the most perfect
imanifestation of the family of Muhammad

:When a believer recites the Salam in the Salat and says

SN st e 5 e Skl

:Peace be upon us and upon the righteous servants of Allah” or one says*
if\f;;ili&jj&.i;[ééiﬂf

Peace be upon all of you and may the mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you as*
well” then one must also remember the Imam and the righteous servants of Allah and
.(realize that this line is actually being spoken to Imam al-Mahdi @jtf

Even during the Ruku’, Sujud, Qunut one must remember the Imam in short, one
.must always be thinking about him

This great personality must always be in our minds and the focus of our intentions,
:and when we send prayers upon him and his noble family we must say

., 0O
sz g1 5 et e Jo i
» O’Allah! Send your prayers upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad*

Responsibility fA: Thanking Allah through Supplication

Another responsibility is to supplicate to Allah and thank Him for placing us amongst
the lovers, friends, and true Shi’a of the Imam both in this world and the next

As we know, the only way true success can be achieved in either of the two worlds is
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through friendship and love for the Imam and to

p: 1Yo
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be recognized as his Shi'a

In this regards, there are many supplications which can be recited, including Du’a
:al-’Ahd (The Supplication of the Pact)() which is as follows

=3 )\m\v.w

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Sy 35 JM‘ 535,53 J¥l 5 ol5 51 dr‘ 5o Ji ;"A‘ <53 @)‘ wﬂ‘ =53 v—hﬂ SN ES M-U‘
ekasa Ju;u u‘y‘,w,u J\&m J\u,jrulo\ﬁs\d, 65

O’Allah! Lord of the Great Light, Lord of the Exalted Throne, Lord of the tempestuous*
sea, the Revealer of the Taurat, the Injil and the Zabur; Lord of the shade and the
heat; the Revealer of the great Qur  an, Lord of the Honoured Angels, the Prophets

and the Messengers

4 v e ] < - - - - ] 7 D’
&J}Tsﬂ‘@umigﬁugur sw\&gugf;: J\&e;g,;”_‘sﬂ\&;;mi ’\;g.ui
¢ Cuju,yuu CL}@JfJJL}L;u}f_w}u)s}‘ymd@‘531&Mu)uy}w3u‘,@m

a.

O’ Allah T ask you by your benevolent countenance and by the illumination of your
brilliance and your eternal kingdom. O’ the Ever-Living, O’ the Self Subsisting! I ask
you through your Name by which the heavens and the earth are illuminated, and

through your Name by which the predecessors and the successors are reformed

O’ the Ever-Living before any living thing existed, and the Ever-Living even after

p:\Y#

This supplication is mentioned in Biharul Anwar,vol.y.v, pg. 11+, sec.v. It can also be -\
seen in Mafatih al-Jinan after Du’a al-Nudbah and we have also included it in this
responsibility
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all life will cease. O’ Ever-Living even when there was no life at all, O’ One Who gives
life to the dead and brings death to the living, O’ Ever-Living, there is hone worthy of
worship except you

) , i
5 Gl g 58 5o pl T 812 5 e b Dl o5 3L ol Gade I Gala_J1 pLaY W5 L gl
S 5 il e &5 SIRLAN Ga U5 58 5 (2 5 B A 5 a5 ek 52 el 5 oY B)les B ol B

G o bl 5 adds s G5 sl

O’ Allah, convey to our Master, the Imam, the guide, the guided, the establisher of
Your authority, may Your blessings be on him and his pure forefathers, from all the
believing men and women, in the east and the west of the world, in the plains and on
the mountains, on the lands and in the sea, and from me and my parents, the
blessings that are equal in weight to the Throne of Allah, the ink of His words and such
as only encompassed by His knowledge and covered by His book

el 5519 3 40 019 ¢ 3 B ke s ke s i 3 S u sl s o 38331 s
O’ Allah, I renew on the dawn of this day and all the remaining days of my life, my
pledge, covenant and allegiance to him, which I shall neither contravene, nor neglect
ever

5l G215 wlsel 5 o LAl (e e gl
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O’ Allah include me among his helpers, supporters, protectors, those fulfilling his
commands, his defenders, the fore-runners to carry out his wishes and those to be
martyred in his presence

-
z
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O’ Allah should death come between me and his reappearance the death which You
have made inevitable on your servants then bring me out from my grave covered in
my shroud, my sword unsheathed, my spear poised, responding to the call of the

caller in the cities and the deserts

. 0.
s g 3 g as 345 08 5 ol e ol s U JASTs sl a5 5 50 i @»vw
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O’ Allah grace me with a sight of the appearance of one rightly guided and the finest
of the praise-worthy, and cool my eyes with a glance towards him, and hasten his
return; ease his re-appearance; widen his course; lead me onto his path; cause his
.orders to be executed, and strengthen his back

e - ° ° 0 - 2 o [ ok 7 _g . - e - - |;|
LoDl LSl o A 1 (B Sl B0 Gl U5 5 B ST STae o (S5 ST g Gl 2305
O’ Allah populate your cities through him and revive your servants by him, for indeed
:you have said and your words are true

P: YA
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Corruption has appeared in land and sea on account of what the hands of the people*
(have wrought.” (AI-Qur an v :\

. o . ) . o

G5 G0 St 5 85 V) el G sty B Y B o055 ot B 1S o 15 oS5 0l g
O’ Allah make appear for us your friend and the son of the daughter of your Prophet
who bears the name of Your Messenger, until nothing false remains but that he
destroys all of it and manifests the truth fully and implements it

) 0
i@;@gr&;i@pu_gu;g;ﬂs;;;g:gmmyw JT,200 5 Sske }um J\;,uﬁmu»b

47 wdtdu&wj& ‘9(;&;\&;,” J

O’ Allaht Make him a refuge for your oppressed servants; a helper for him who has no
other helper besides you, a reviver of the commandments of your book which have
been neglected; the strengthener of the teachings of your religion, and the traditions

.of Your Prophet. May Allah’s blessing be upon him and his progeny

. O
G0 5 G (A i ks

O’ Allah place him among those whom you have protected from the evil of the
transgressors

) . ) 0.

83 L 313 385 Qe 4 3 5 By T 5 e i o Tkt oS 525 4l

O’ Allah please Your Prophet Muhammad, may the blessings of Allah be upon him and
his progeny, and those who accept the invitation of the Imam and have mercy on our
state of abasement after his appearance

0. . o
2da eS| Cell
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O’ Allah remove this grief from this Ummah by his presence and hasten his
reappearance for “verily they the hypocrites) regard it to be distant and we see it
» very near” @l-Qur anv.:s-v) by Your mercy, O’ the Most Merciful

One should then strike one’s right hand on the right thigh three times, and each time
rrecites the following

OB Sl 1 EY3 & Jadl Jd
” Hasten, Hasten, O’ my Master O’ Master of the time“

It has been narrated that after Prophet Ibrahim saw the celestial lights of the
fourteen Infallibles, he said to Allah

3 A J\ Jé Vﬁwjﬁa.wyﬁ M\jw Jus u\_wﬁ,\- GM_yﬁJ?ﬂy\ sie ol kS5 A m
,C;)‘J.guﬂjuw;xw};w\Wﬂ»\,ww\w»wm@vaﬁw,wwﬁﬁ, Li_o
(‘“"JD ww‘J) ub&»xdu ﬁw}ﬁww@»‘ﬁm |,\Ju MLWU;\«JHW
ke vlﬂ-* G g >§ m{“‘f.y LR

O’ my Lord and my Master! I see lights encircling around these (fourteen celestial
lights) of which none know the number except You!” Allah replied: “O’ Ibrahim! These

are their Shi’a and their lovers (of the Ahlul Bayt).” Ibrahim said: “O’ my Lord! How are
"?their Shi’a and lovers known

Allah replied: “Through their fifty-one Rak’at of Salat their pronouncing the phrase In
Sthe Name of Allah, the Most Compassionate

p: v
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the Most Merciful out loud (n their Salat); their performance of the Qunut before
” going into the Ruku’, the prostration of thanks and wearing a ring on their right hand

Ibrahim then said: “O’ Allah! Please place me among their Shi’a and their lovers 00).”
Allah replied to him: “I have placed you among them.” At this point, Allah revealed the
following, [And surely from amongst their Shi'a was Ibrahim when he went into the

(presence of his Lord with a pure and submissive heart (Qalb-e-Saleem).]j(.

Responsibility f4: Assisting the Imam Part

Another responsibility is to help the Imam as in essence, this is equivalent to assisting
Allah. The meaning of assisting Imam al-’Asr @ijtf) is that a true believer must accept
and follow whatever the Imam himself has put into place and must struggle to bring

the wishes of the Imam into being

Helping the Imam takes on various forms according to the time, place, situation and
events that one is surrounded in. However it must be noted that helping the Imam
during the period of occultation is different than helping him during his advent

Helping him during the occultation means that a true believer should spiritually purify
himself and observes awareness of Allah (taqwa). He must not abandon dissimulation
tagiyyah) when it is required, and must supplicate on behalf of the Imam and his

Shi’a

During the occultation, a believer must also mention the greatness and qualities of the
Imam, and convey the importance of helping the Imam to his friends and Shi’a. One
must also

P: ¥
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write and spread whatever knowledge one has to help keep the religion alive. It goes
without saying that these are all to be done according to one’s ability

As for helping the Imam during his advent, it includes things such as struggling jihad)
on the side of the Imam; bearing difficulties with patience, and giving up one’s life and
property for the sake of the Imam

Responsibility d+: Assisting the Imam Part Y

In order to help Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) during his advent, we must have a strong
spiritual heart and be firm in our beliefs entering absolutely no doubts or confusion in
regards to him @nd things related to him). In this regards, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad

-as-Sadiq @s) has said

P S 558 01 5 pSley ais Al op D g 0

Indeed for you is a promised reward equivalent to becoming a martyr with him ¢he*
dmam) which results from your intention - even if you die on your beds.”(\

Inanother tradition from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) it is stated
s oSS 5 631 oS5 Digd J5a0 05 (e B0 e 8T B AETN 5 Ol TG e o 2 ATV )
feds s e 156 O) 5 Hg ¢

I do not think of myself as being out of the ranks of the martyrs of al-Tufuf (Karbala), “
nor do I count myself as having a lesser reward than them because it is from my
intention to help if I had witnessed that day. This is also the case with our Shi’a they

too are

p:yy
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(martyrs even if they die on their beds.”(

Responsibility §1: Assisting the Imam Part ¥

Following the previous two responsibilities, another obligation upon the believers is
.(for them to gather together and agree to help Imam al-Zaman @jtf

Indeed, there is a great spiritual effect in gathering together and agreeing to help the
Imam), which is not present when one does this act on his own in private

In a verse of the Qur" an, we read that

L5 ) K15

(Help one another towards good deeds and God consciousness.” (v

This verse proves that it is obligatory to gather together and help each other

In a tradition from the Commander of the Faithful, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib @s) it has been
:‘mentioned that

$Se Gf i 5k 5 65 1 0 15 aabs o ol o 0 g o3 S0 0 RS 0 100

O’people! Had you not failed to support the right and undermine the wrong, he who is*
not from you would not have overcome you and he who is now ruling over you would
(not have had the opportunity to do so.”

In addition, it has been stated by Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) in one of the letters he wrote
that

B Sadl 22 0 gerle gl B30 5 ol G plist (o o w1 2G5 BT BT 515

And if our followers, May Allah make them successful in obeying Him, were united“
with their hearts in fulfilling the promise that is upon them, there would be no delay
for them from the good

p: vy
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Mikyal al-Makarim, vol. v, pg. YyA -
Suratul Ma@’idah ), Verse v -v
Nahj al-Balagha, sermon yss, pg. ofy -
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(fortune of meeting us.”(\

Responsibility dY: Assisting the Imam Part ¥

The true believers must supplicate to Allah that when Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) makes his
advent, He places them among his companions, helpers and those who are his
attendants. In addition, this supplication will also petition Allah for the opportunity to

witness the Imam’s return

There are various supplications which have been narrated in the books of prayers in
regards to this responsibility, such as Du’a al-Nur(), Du’a al-’Ahd«) and others all of
.which are from the Ahlul Bayt @s

:In Du’a al-’Ahd, we read the following
G G A0 G s et B G I sl 5 o LT e it

And place me among his helpers and followers and defenders and among those who*
” (@re blessed to) seek martyrdom in his presence

Therefore, the believers must pray to Allah that during the occultation, they are given
the opportunity to be with the companions and helpers of this great personality

Just as we yearn to be blessed with this rank during his return, even during his
.occultation, we should have the same wish

Responsibility §Y: Assisting the Imam Part 8

Another responsibility is to recite Du’a al-Nur). This supplication has been narrated
from the A" immah of the Ahlul Bayt @s) and is a prayer which is found in many of the
reliable books of supplication

It has been narrated that Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) said: “Any person
who makes a promise with Allah with this du’a for forty mornings will be among the
.(helpers of our Qa " im @ijtf

If that person is to die before the return of
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Bihar al-Anwar, vol. ¥, pg. \vv, Sec. ¥\, n0. A -

Bihar al-Anwar, vol. v-v, pg. 111, sec.v, no. ¥; MiSbah of al-Kaf’ami, pg. sa+ -¥
Refer to the footnote in the forty-eighth responsibility -

Bihar al-Anwar, vol. v+v, pg. v11,sec. v, no. ¥; MiSbah of al-Kaf’ami, pg. ss+ -f
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the Imam, then Allah the High will bring him forth from his grave o help the Imam).
For every letter of this pact, one thousand good deeds will be written in the person’s
(book of records and one thousand sins will be erased.”(

This supplication has been mentioned in responsibility forty-eight

Responsibility f: Pledge of Allegiance to the Imam

Another responsibility which the true believers must fulfill is to renew their pledge of
.@llegiance to Imam al-Zaman @jtf

According to the narrations, it is best that this act is done after every obligatory Salat
or atleast once a day and if this is not possible, then at least once a week

The meaning of pledging allegiance to the Imam is that the person obligates himself
to help the Imam. While fulfilling this promise, one must not show any remorse or
regret if one needs to help the Imam with his life or wealth

One of the first times this sort of pledge was taken was during the speech of Ghadir
when the Prophet commanded the entire nation to make a pledge of allegiance to all
the infallible A" immah

This pledge of allegiance is actually one of the necessary acts of true faith and in
essence, a true believer will never have faith until he realizes and comprehends this
pledge of allegiance and stays firm on it after making it

:The following conditions must be observed in this pledge of allegiance

A person making the allegiance must have the intention in his heart to obey the .\
Imam and must promise that he will

P: Y
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help him. In addition, a person must not show remorse if he has to give up his life or
wealth to maintain this pact

The pledge of allegiance, intention to help the Imam and initiating this firm covenant .y
.must be done verbally

Of course, when the advent of the Imam takes place and when his government is
established, the pledge of allegiance for these two issues will be done physically with
the Imam by a shaking of hands

It should be noted that the realization of this pledge of allegiance in which a person
will place his hand in the hand of the person whom he is pledging to is obligatory and
this can only take place when the person whom the allegiance is being made to is one
of the Infallibles or one of their directly appointed representatives. Thus, it is not

ipermissible to make this kind of pledge to anyone else

Obviously, during the period of occultation, the fulfillment of this form of allegiance in
which a person places his hand in the hand of Imam al-Zaman @jtf) or his specific
representative is not possible since according to the traditions, the Imam is hidden
from the view of the people and thus, this form of the responsibility is limited to the

time when he makes his advent

During the period of the occultation, no one has been designated by the Imam to
accept the pledge of allegiance, thus this form of allegiance cannot be performed with
any person and it is actually

p: \v5
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forbidden even if the person to whom the pledge is being made is a scholar

In addition, even if the scholar was a Fagihi Jami’ al-Shara it (Wali al-’Amr al-
Muslimin), still it is not permissible to make such a pledge of allegiance to him

Therefore, there is no proof of the permissibility of this form of pledge of allegiance
during the time of the occultation. Rather, the traditions have actually forbidden this
and we all know that in issues of the religion, such as this pact of allegiance, are all
contingent upon what the religious commandments specify and the permissibility of

these particular acts rest on the legislation of the Islamic laws

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
3@ 056 g A 5 Lt 5 5l 5 558 S Sl 4B 6 sy IS 1 JAEE

O’Mufad'dal! Every pledge of allegiance that takes place before the advent of al-
Qa’im @ijtf) is disbelief, hypocrisy and deception. May the curse of Allah be upon a
person who makes such a pledge of allegiance and the one who accepts this pledge of

@llegiance?”(

Without doubt, the meaning of bay’ah in this tradition is the hand to hand bay’ah and
not all forms of pledging allegiance since in other traditions, some forms of the bay’ah
have not been completely forbidden. Therefore, during the period of the occultation,
the bay’ah (pledging loyalty) which is done without giving one’s hand is not a problem

and is actually one of the signs of true faith and has been emphasized

According to

p:ryv
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the traditions, during the period of the occulation of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf), we are
permitted to pledge our allegiance to the general representatives of the Imam. Thus,
we can pledge ourselves to a scholar who fulfills the conditions of being followed

.especially the Wali al-Faqgih who is the guardian of the Muslim community

This bay’ah is done with the thought in mind that paying allegiance to him is due to the
fact that he is a scholar who fulfills all of the conditions of being followed, is the Wali
al-Fagih and that the pledge of allegiance to him is actually a pledge to Imam al-
Zaman @ijtf), and the pledge of allegiance to the Imam is actually the pledge of

allegiance to Allah

There are many ways in which we can make the bay’ah to Imam al-Zaman @jtf) as
(have been narrated by the infallible A*immah, one them is Du’a al-’Ahd.\

The scholars(y) have stated that these supplications are recommended to be recited
every day after Salatul Fajr. Rather, it should be recited after every obligatory Salat, if
possible. In addition, due to there being some proof in the traditions, it is
recommended that this pledge of allegiance should be repeated every Jumu’ah

((Friday

It has also been recommended rather it is essential that Du’a of ‘Ahd which has been
narrated from Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) should be recited at least once
during a person’s lifetime

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) has said: “Whosoever among our friends and
followers reads this supplication once

P: YA

Refer to responsibility Forty-Eight -\
Sayyid ibne Tawus, in his book Misbah al-Zair and ‘Allamah Maijlisi in Bihar al- - v
Anwar,vol. .y, pg. v\ have covered this
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in their life, it will be written on the parchment of worship of Allah that he recited this
prayer) and his name will be mentioned in the book of al-Qa " im (may Allah hasten his
.(glorious advent

Then, when al-Qa’ im @jtf) makes his advent, the name of the person who read this
supplication and his father’s name will be announced. In addition, the parchment
which contains the names of the worshippers of Allah will be given to him and it will be
said that: ‘Take this writing which contains the transcript of the promise which you

” . made to us in the world

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqgir @s) then said: “This is the truth which Allah, the
:Noble and Grand stated when he said the following

Tl s die 350 Y
(except the one who has taken a covenant with the Most Merciful "¢ ..«

:As well, while in a state of ritual purity, the following supplication should be recited

s DD; kT °
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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O’ Allah: O’ the God of all gods! O’ the One! O’ the One and Only! O’ the Last of the*
last! O’ the most Omnipotent one over the powerful ones! O’ the High! O’the All great.
You are verily the High, the Most High. You have been High over
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all zeniths. This is, O’ master, my pledge; and you shall certainly fulfill your promise to
me
&\,,} uj@:’éj‘&\é} u}@fj‘&% u&fhij&;i&hg.@;} 5?36,\23@_&3ﬂ’jﬁ;j
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So, O’ my Master, (please do) admit my pledge and fulfill your promise to me. I believe
in you and I pray to you in the Name of Your ‘Arab Veil, Your non-’Arab Veil, Your
Hebrew Veil, Your Syriac Veil, Your Roman Veil, and Your Indian Veil. And I admit my
recognition of You on account of the earlier care of You over me), for You are verily
Allah Who cannot be seen while You are in the most elevated view
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And I seek nearness to You through Your Messenger, the
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warner; and through ‘Ali, the Commander of the Faithful, the guide, Allah’s blessings
be upon him and through al-Hasan, the master, and al-Husayn, the martyr, the two
grandsons of Your Prophet, and through Fatimah, the immaculate and through “Ali b.
al-Husayn the Adornment of the Worshippers and the one with a callus on his
forehead (due to incessant worshipping) and through Muhammad b. ‘Ali, who split the

profundities of) Your knowledge

And through Ja’far b. Muhammad, the truthful who fulfilled his covenant and promise
to you and through Musa b. Ja’far, the chaste one who undertook his oath to You and
through °Ali b. Musa, the one who was pleased with Your judgement and through
Muhammad b. ‘Ali, the well-versed and the virtuous who is accepted by the believers
and through ‘Ali b. Muhammad, the honest, the trusted, and the guide of those who

seek true guidance

And through al-Hasan b. ‘Ali, the pure, the infallible, and the treasure of the
successors. And I seek nearness to You through the Imam (of the age), the director of
justice, the awaited, the well-guided, our leader and the son of our leader may Allah’s

blessings be upon all of them
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O’ He who is Most Elevated and Most Magnificent, and He is deserving of this and has
thus pardoned and treated mercifully! O’ He Who ordains decrees with compassion: I
complain before you about my weakness and about the inadequacy of my actions as

regards to my confession of Your Oneness and the essence of my recognition of you

And I turn my face towards you, (praying to You) by the white homination and the
great monotheism that have not been realized by those who fled and turned away
from You. And I believe in your greatest veil and Your perfect, exalted words from
which You have created the abode of trial and through which You shall allow him

whom You wish to enter the abode of Paradise

I believe in the “foremost” and the truthful, the companions of the right hand, among
the believers and those who have mixed a righteous act with another evil one for
which they sought forgiveness): d pray to You by all
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of these) that You do not allow me to follow anyone other than these ones (.e. the
Imams) and that You do not exclude me from their group tomorrow when You will
stipulate (Your) pleasure as the criterion of Your judgement

I believe in their secret and public teachings, and the sealing of their deeds, for you
decide the sealing of anyone’s deeds if you will. O’ You Who have honoured me by the
confession of Your Oneness, bestowed upon me with the recognition of Your
Lordship, and deprived me of doubt and blind-heartedness: I admit You as my Lord,
and admit the Pure Ones as the intermediaries to You, and admit the Veiled Ones as
Prophets, and admit the Messengers as guides o You), and admit the Pious Ones as

” leaders, and pledge myself as always listening to and obeying You

Responsibility 8d: The Wilayah of theImam

The true believers must supplicate that Allah bestows the wilayah (mastership) of
Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) upon them and that they are granted the ability to gain true
faith, love and obedience to the Imam and that these characters are increased within
them. One must be serious and earnest in this supplication and must take this as

something important

The happiness of the true believer is contained within the wilayah, faith, love and
obedience to the Imam and the more the wilayah is made stronger and increases in
the heart, so too the status and rank of a true believer in the presence of Allah will

,also increase

P:VFY
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and thus, closeness to Allah will also increase

Since the way to achieve this wilayah is only possible through the power of Allah o0 and
is out of the realm of a person to acquire on his own, the only way to achieve this is to
request it from Allah. The attainment of the wilayah and faith (in the Imam) and other
things such as these even things such as knowledge and sustenance are all issues
which are related to the essence of Allah and are out of the power of people to

acquire without the help of Allah

Responsibility 47: Protecting Ones’ Spiritual Rank Part

The true believer needs to be vigilant in regards to the spiritual stations, ranks and
closeness to the Imam. One must ensure that nothing is done to damage this spiritual
rank that one is not distanced from the Imam through one’s action, nor loses the

attention and friendship of the Imam

A believer must be vigilant so that in fulfilling one’s responsibilities which are the right
of the Imam over him, there is no negligence and that he performs them in the best
possible way

A believer must also be attentive since he is constantly in the presence of Imam al-
Zaman @jtf) and must keep away from anything which would lead the Imam to
becoming upset

In addition, one must ensure that in whatever state he is in, whatever movements he
takes, and even his silence are all performed in accordance with and for the intention
of earning the love of the

p:\F¥


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Imam

A Muslim must not fall into negligence for even one instant in regards to earning the
pleasure of the Imam which is equal to pleasing Allah. According to the traditions from
the Ahlul Bayt @s), the actions of the Shi’a are constantly being presented to Imam al-
Zaman @jtf) with extra emphasis given on the days of Monday, Thursday and Friday

when a report of our actions is given to him

Thus, it is imperative that a true Shi’a remains attentive and vigilant and does not do
anything which would result in being embarrassed in the presence of the Imam or
would result in the Imam being put into an uncomfortable situation when he sees our

deeds

It has been narrated from one of the infallible A"immah @s) that: “The actions of the
Ummah are presented to the Prophet every Tuesday and Thursday and thus, he is
constantly informed about them. In addition, the A"immah are also presented with

(the actions and they also have knowledge of this.”(\

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said: “The actions (of the Ummah) are
(presented to the Messenger of Allah and the A" immah on Thursday.” (¥

The meaning of showing vigilance is that in all of our actions, dealings, movements
and all of our words, a true believer must be observant of his Imam. He must know
that the Imam is with him and that he should not, even momentarily, (spiritually)

separate himself, or fall into negligence

Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) has stated

S Y5 sait Le Lo 0

p:fo

Najm al-Thagib, sec. vv, pg. Avo; Majma’ al-Bayan, vol. s, pg. #4; In addition, verse -1

i s 1228 J 510 of Suratul Tawbah (1) also mentions this point where Allah 0 says
‘Say: then do what you want but know that) Allah sees your 5,55 08 53, 255 rﬁ“’


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_145_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_145_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

actions and so does His Messenger and the true believers. Without doubt and
according to the traditions which have come to us, the meaning of the true believers
as mentioned in this verse are the Infallible A’immah 0 and without doubt, the
are the Infallible A'immah 0" ;. 5.3 complete and definite interpretation of the word
Najm al-Thagib, pg. Avs, sec. vy; BaSair al-Darajat, pg. f¥#, no. v¢ -y
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Surely we have complete knowledge of your situation and there is nothing which is
(hidden from us concerning you.”(\

Inanother tradition, Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) has stated
B S G5 SR i 5 £ )

Verily, we are not inattentive in taking care of you nor are we heedless in“
(remembering you.” (Y

A true believer must know where the pleasure of Allah lies and must know that Imam
al-Zaman @jtf) himself is also seeking the pleasure of Allah. One must also realize
that this pleasure can only be attained by following the Imam in all affairs, with

.complete obedience to the religion of Allah and by purification of the soul

It is clear that this observance and vigilance will slowly enable a person to reach a
desirable end and permit one to attain the higher levels of proximity to Allah, as the
most important thing in life is to attain proximity to Allah

Responsibility dY: Protecting Ones’ Spiritual Rank Part ¥

The true believers must supplicate to Allah that He makes them firm and resolute on
the wilayah of the Imam and that they can move spiritually closer to the Imam. They
must also make du’a that the blessing and approval of the Imam (ver his true
followers) is not removed from a person and that one does not lose this great spiritual

Irank once he has attained it

For example, if a person is blessed to be among the companions, helpers and Shi’a of
the Imam (either during the period of the occultation or during his advent), then this
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blessing which has been bestowed upon him should be protected and there should be
no change in his status (of closeness to the Imam) nor should he do anything to have
someone else put in his place. In actuality, this is the same thing which we recite in the

following du’a

s Sl g g oSl G 1 STzl S Uk & Jusei V5

And do not place someone else in our place since surely Your replacement of us with“
others is something easy for You to perform, however this is something grave @nd
(difficult) for us o bear).”

Responsibility A: Protecting the Imam, His Religion and Sunnah

Protecting the Imam and safeguarding the religion which he shall perfect (in its global
implementation) and preserving the sunnah dradition) of the Messenger of Allah is
another responsibility which the true believers must enact

This protection can be carried out very easily through propagating and disseminating
knowledge of the faith among the people and obviously, a person who is an ‘Alim
(religious trained scholar) and is aware of the truths must fulfill his responsibility and

spread his knowledge

Thus, the command of defending the religion and the truths is the scholars’
responsibility and is something which they must carry out in the best possible way —
.obviously, according to their ability

:.The Messenger of Allah (S) said
0 30 gl Jals o 508 Adle ) gl o T 3 EA1 5B 3

When innovations come up in my nation, it is obligatory upon the scholar to make his*
knowledge known to the people o guide
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them). If he does not do this, then the curse of Allah is upon him.”(\

Responsibility 4: Serving theImam

Serving the Imam to the best of one’s ability is another responsibility of a true
believer and even the Angels and the Prophets take pride in assisting the Imam! In
addition, we are told that one of the Prophets who holds a very high status namely

Prophet Khidr comes to the assistance of the Imam when a need arises

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
S <.u FENT P AU
df T would have met him @I-Mahdi), I would serve him for my entire life.” (v

Helping other believers is a highly recommended act in Islam which carries a great
reward. In addition, it is one of the distinct characteristics of the true believers and
leaders of the faith, that they can be easily recognized through their assisting the

.creations of Allah

Therefore, providing assistance to the Imam who is the true leader of our time and
(for all the faithful, is the best form of worship and obedience o Allah

:Prophet ‘Isa b. Mariam has said
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O’ assembly of disciples! I have a desire which I wish you to fulfill for me.” They said:*
“Consider it done O’ Spirit of

P:YFA

al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. fs, sec. on Innovations, no. v -
Bihar al-Anwar, vol. oy, pg. y¥A, S€C. £, N0. YY -¥


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_148_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_148_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Allahr” So he (‘Isa) stood up and kissed their feet [in some narrations it is mentioned
that he washed their feet]. The companions said: “We were more worthy to do this for
"tyou, O’ Spirit of Allah

He said: “Indeed the person who has the most right to serve the people is the scholar.
I have displayed this humility (o you) so that after me, you too will show this form of
(humbleness to the people just as I have done for you.” (1

Indeed, Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) is the most worthy of people who is deserving of our
assistance and there are many proofs for this

Thus, assisting Imam al-Hujjah @jtf) can be accomplished through helping his friends,
followers and the Shi’a of the Imam fulfilling their needs, alleviating the difficulties and
solving issues which may come up their lives all of these are ways in which one can

assist the Imam

In addition, establishing gatherings for the remembrance of the Imam or to write and
spread the teachings in relation to him strengthening the theological seminaries, etc if
these are done with the intention that one wishes to assist the Imam, then they are

.counted and recognized (by Allah) as being things done to help the Imam

Therefore, we see that there are many ways in which one can assist the Imam,
however they must be performed with the intention that they are being doing with the
purpose of assisting him

It must be mentioned that there is a difference between ‘serving’ and ‘helping

P: V¥4
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The word ‘serving’ is much more specific in its meaning than ‘helping’, and thus, every
form of ‘helping’ does not necessarily mean that one is ‘serving’ someone

Serving’ another person can be accomplished through overseeing and also directly*
acting and performing a task, however ‘helping’ and assisting does not require
.overseeing nor the direct performance of a task

Thus, assisting someone can be done without anyone overseeing the task and can
also be done indirectly and through the help and assistance of other people

In other words, in regards to serving, the one who is serving another person must
himself be overseen and perform the actions himself. However the act of helping can
.even be done by hiring someone else to do the job

Another difference is that with serving, a person who is performing this task is
humbling and lowering himself and expressing his insignificance to the one whom he
is serving however this is not the case in regards to helping someone else

It is also important to mention that if the act of assisting is done with the intention of
serving a person and there is some form of overseeing in this issue, then it would be
counted as serving that person) as well.

Responsibility #+: Awaiting the Advent

Another responsibility is to await the advent of Imam al-Mahdi @ijtf) every day and
night rather we must await his return every single hour of our life. In essence, the true
believer must always be in a state of anticipation of the return of the

p:1o:
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Imam

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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Glad tidings (of Paradise) to the Shi’a of our Qa " im @ijtf) those who are awaiting his*
advent during his occultation and those who are obedient to him during his advent.
Surely these are the close, intimate friends of Allah for whom [There shall be no grief,

(nor shall they have any sorrow.]" (1

Imam ‘Ali b. Husain as-Sajjad @s) has said
OG5 S JAT G Sl o) 54l 5y 2401 5 ailal S 5 sl 05 JAT )

Surely the people who are living during the period of his occultation and who believe*
in his (Divinely appointed) leadership and are awaiting his advent are the best people
(of all times.”(x

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Taqgi @s) has said

SHEAN 8L 5 & palndl 53 Sl

(The sincere ones will await his advent, while the doubters shall deny it.” ¢+
Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said

s 5 ko 25l | 858 B il

During the occultation, they will await his dmam al-Mahdi’s) advent every morning*
@nd evening.” (¢

In numerous traditions it has been mentioned that to await the advent of Imam
al-’Asr (@jtf) is actually a part of the religion of Allah and all people must observe this

In addition, it has been mentioned that even the Muslims who lived during the lives of
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the other infalliable A" immah @s) awaited and expected the advent of Imam al-
Mahdi @jtf) as this was also obligatory upon them. Thus, this
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lis something which is not only limited to the period of his occultation

The period of waiting for the Imam’s advent will not earn us a Divine reward (thawab)
unless it coupled with the intention of seeking nearness to Allah and conforming to His
commandments, just as the performance of prayers, fasting and Hajj all necessitate
a Divine reward from Allah when performed with the intention of seeking nearness to

Him

Of course the intention of seeking nearness to Allah has limits and can be realized in
different forms and be achieved in various ways the best form being that a believer
performs these acts simply to follow the commandments of Allah and in His

.obedience

It goes without saying that He is the most worthy of being worshipped and obeyed
and therefore our worshipping of Him should not be done for the love which one has
for Him, nor for Paradise, nor to earn His pleasure and definitely not due to the fear of

tthe fire of Hell and the punishment and chastisement

All of these are simply forms of seeking nearness to Him and therefore, it is best that
.@ true believer stays away from these sorts of intentions (n his acts

If what we have just stated is correct, then what would be the state of a person if his
intention for the advent of the Imam is his own material gains and pleasures in this
??world

We must also realize that awaiting the advent is not limited to a particular time

p: oY
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or place or only in certain circumstances. Rather, a true believer must always be in a
state of anticipation and awaiting the Imam

One must never go into a state of hopelessness or despair since this is forbidden and
most definitely, a person who falls into a state of despair will never be able to
patiently wait for the advent of the Imam

Having even ‘partial despair’ in his advent is not correct, and this too is forbidden! By a
‘partial despair’ we mean that one must not lose hope in the return of Imam al-Hujjah
@jtf), the minor or major occultation, or other things related to him based on his own

feelings and way of thinking

For example it should not be said that: “The Imam will not make his advent for
another fifty years” or that “He will not make his advent today since it is a Saturday” or
that “It is such and such time of the day or night and thus, he will not make his return

» since the traditions tell us something different

It is clear that no matter what level of despair we fall into, the spiritual state of
anticipation for the advent of the Imam will be taken away from us in that same
amount. In addition, we would have neglected the performance of an obligatory act

legislated by Allah

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
5;513il‘;.fujiugtig;i&jf;ﬁ\égéé;gi;&@%uﬁéﬁj;
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Anticipate the advent of your patron d.e. the Imam) in your day and night, for«
Almighty Allah has a decision every moment and no affair may distract Him from
@nother.”(y

It has been mentioned in the traditions that we must not specify a specific time or
occasion as to when the advent of the Imam will take shape. Rather, the advent of the
Imam can take place at any time

The period of advent of the Imam is one of those events which are subject to
alteration, and can either be hastened or delayed and is related to its own causes and
conditions which must be realized (before it can be manifest). Due to this, we are not

able to specify a specific time as to when it will occur

As well, it has also been mentioned that his advent will occur unexpectedly, when
people are in state of complete hopelessness

It has been narrated from Imam “Ali b. Muhammad al-Hadi @s) that

Sl <5 2 18

Anticipate the advent from the land) under your feet (meaning at any place and“
time).” (v

Responsibility #1: Making Supplication for an Early Advent

Thee believers should supplicate for an early return of Imam al-Zaman @ijtf) and this
should be carried out every day and night rather if possible, it should be done every
thour of the day

There are numerous supplications which have been related from the Infallibles @s)
and have been preserved in the books of prayers and supplications in regards to
praying for an early advent, however in this work, we relate the
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:(prayer() given to us from Imam ‘Ali b. Musa al-Rida @s

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful
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O Allah! Defend Your close servant, Your representative and Your proof over your
creation, Your mouthpiece who speaks on Your behalf, the speaker with Your
wisdom, Your eye that sees with Your permission, Your witness on Your servants, the
master and the striver (or the sake of Allah) the seeker of Your protection, Your
sincere worshipper. Keep him safe from the evil of all that which you have created

.and made, and that which You fashioned and formed

/
/////////
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And protect him from his front and from behind, from his right and his left, from above
him and from beneath; with your protection that preserves the one whom you
protect! And keep your messenger and his (.e. Imam al-Mahdi) forefathers, the pillars
of your religion, safe through him. Include him in your deposit that never diminishes,
and with your proximity that is never covered, and with your protection and power

that are

P: 160

MiSbah al-Mujtahajjid, pg. £-4; Biharul Anwar, vol. a5, pg. vv., sec. 11, no. ¥; Mafatih -\
al-Jinan, sec. Three, Part Ten after Du’a al-Nudbah, Du’a al-’Ahd and Du’a al-Nur


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_155_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

inever defeated
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Secure him by your impenetrable security in which one who takes asylum is not
forsaken, put him under Your guardianship in which one who is put under is not left
(unsecured) aid him with Your might help assist him with Your undefeatable army
strengthen him with Your strength and put Your Angels at his disposal, support the
one who supports him and oppose the one who opposes him, dress him with Your

fortified armor, and make the Angels surround him
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O Allah! Through him, patch up the differences bring order out of confusion, eradicate
oppression, manifest justice, and adorn the Earth by a lengthy life for him. Support
him with (Divine) assistance, aid him by putting terror in his enemies’ hearts;
strengthen his supporters, thwart his enemies, destroy those who declare war on

him, annihilate those who double-cross him
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.and through him, kill the chiefs, pillars and supports of infidelity

Through him, crush the heads of deviation, the innovators of heresies, the eradicators
of the sunnah and the supporters of misguidance. Through him, humiliate the haughty
tyrants, and terminate the infidels and all the atheists (wherever they are) in the east
or the west of the world, on the lands or in the oceans, in the plains or on the

mountains, until You do not leave a single one of them and no trace of them is left
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O Allah! Purify your lands from them he disbelievers) and heal your servants’ hearts
from them, honor the faithful believers through him the Imam), and through him,
revive the norms of the messengers and the ways of the prophets

Through him, renew the signs of Your religion that were erased and Your judgments
which were distorted, until You rekindle Your religion through him and by his hands, as
well-defined, pure and sound as it was, free from distortions and heresies, and until

You illumine the darkness
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.(of injustice (by means of his justice

Extinguish the fires of disbelief though him, and elucidate the positions of truth and
the misunderstood issues of justice, for he is Your servant whom You have chosen for
Yourself, and whom You have selected, and whom You have protected against sins,
and from whom You have removed all defects, and whom You have purified from filth

saved from all impurity
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O Allah! We shall testify for him on the Day of Resurrection and on the day when the
catastrophe will take place that he: did not commit a single sin that he did not)
practice any unlawful thing nor perform any act of disobedience, nor miss any act of
obedience (to Allah), nor violate any sanctified thing; nor distort any precept, nor did

he change any law

We testify that) he is the guide and the rightly guided, the pure and the pious, the)
immaculate, the approved and the righteous. O Allah! Grant him for his own self, his
family, his children, his offspring, his nation
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and all of his subjects all that which makes him delighted and all that which pleases
him, put all kingdoms under the sphere of his authority, the near and the remote, the
powerful and the weak, until You cause his rule to prevail on every (false) rule, and his

right will overcome all the wrong
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O Allah! Lead us, through him, to the course of guidance; the greatest path; the
middle path to which those who had gone too far will return to (repentant) and those
who had fallen back will catch up with. Strengthen us in carrying out the acts of

.obedience to him and make us stand firm in following him

Grant us the favor of adherence to him and include us with his faction as those who
act upon his commands with steadfastness and are seeking his pleasure by exhorting
(each other) towards him until you gather us on the Resurrection Day among his

supporters and helpers and those who consolidate his authority
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O Allaht Make us do all these things without any doubt, confusion, ostentation or
seeking reputation so that we do not rely upon him except for You and we do not seek
from him anything other than Your proximity and put us up in his vicinity and place us

with him in Paradise and protect us against weariness, laziness and lethargy

Include us with those whom You make helpers of Your religion and whom You make
the aider of Your close servant and do not replace us with others, for it is easy for You
.(to put others in our places, but this would be extremely difficult upon us o bear
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O Allaht Send blessings upon his (the Noble Prophet’s) representatives and on the
leaders after him fulfill their wishes; increase their ages, give value to their support;
make perfect for them that, which helps them in carrying out your will, strengthen

their foundations

Make us their helpers and the supporters of Your religion for they are the sources of
Your Words the treasures of Your knowledge, the supports of
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the belief in) Your Oneness, the pillars of Your religion, the ones in authority of Your )
command, the closest of Your servants, the well-chosen ones among Your creatures;
the selected descendants of Your Prophet peace and Allah’s mercy and blessings be

”.upon him and them

As is seen in the traditions from the Ahlul Bayt @s), we have been told that making
haste in any action goes against the principle of patience and submission to the will of
Allah. However, supplicating and asking Allah to hasten the advent of the Imam is not

from the negative, despised and prohibited forms of haste

Supplicating for the speedy advent of the Imam is the epitome of certainty, true faith
’and complete submission to the will of Allah 0 and complying with ‘predestination

In reality, these supplications are a manifestation of the truth that the advent of
Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) and the gathering of all of the causes needed for him to make
his advent are only in the hands of Allah and that his advent and dawn can only be
made possible through His permission. Therefore in reality, these prayers show our
belief and conviction in the existence and life of the Imam and that he will make his

advent

The recitation of these prayers is a manifestation of the pure certainty and true faith
in the Imam, his uprising and revolt, and is nothing other than exercising patience and
Ssubmission in the presence of the wishes of Allah

Responsibility #Y: Preparing for the Advent

Another responsibility is to
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prepare for the advent of the Imam and we must perform those actions which should
be carried out during the period of awaiting the Imam

It is clear that if a person is awaiting something to come about or waiting for a friend
to arrive, one will prepare himself accordingly. Thus, one who is awaiting Imam al-
Mahdi @jtf) must prepare himself to meet the Imam and be ready to accept the Imam
and follow his commands and this cannot be accomplished except through
purification of the soul, guiding others and following the appropriate people the

.(scholars of the faith

During this period, one must also strive to attain the praiseworthy ethical traits which
cannot be achieved except through piety, reaching the level of wara’ @ stage even
higher than taqwa in which even the mubah acts are not performed) and in striving to

(follow all of the commandments of Allah.(

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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A person who would like to be among the companions of al-Qa " im @jtf) should be in
a state of waiting and perform all of his actions with piety and with the most beautiful
(etiquette and only then, will one be counted as being in a state of waiting.” (v

Responsibility #¥: Not Making Haste in the Advent of the Imam

The next responsibility is to submit entirely to Allah and not make haste in regards to
the return of the Imam. A true believer must not be in a state of

p:y#Y

Of course there are people who, in regards to this issue, do not possess the correct -\
understanding and belief and thus have been misguided from the truth and have not
considered that this preparation and purification of the soul and seeking guidance and
enlightenment from others as being something necessary and some have actually

loutright denied this requirement
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hurriedness or say: “Why has the Imam not made his advent yet? I have had enough
of the occultation! I don’t have the ability to bear this any longer” One must be
extremely patient and content with the wish of Allah and must not complain about the

apparent delay of the Imam

However, this does not mean that a believer should not supplicate for the speedy
advent of the Imam, nor does it mean that one should not seek to lay the groundwork
for the advent of the Imam! Rather, these things are recommended to be performed

.during his occultation

:(One of the companions said to Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (@s
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May Allah sacrifice me for your sake, when will this definite command he advent of*
al-Mahdi) which you are waiting for (come about)? For it has taken very long.” The
Imam @s) replied: ‘Those who desire his advent (to appear soon) are liars, and those
who want his advent to occur soon are the ones who shall be destroyed, and surely

(the Muslims are those who will be saved and will wind up with us.””(«

Without a doubt, being in haste and showing impatience has many harmful effects. It
is possible that a person who is in a hurry may run after those (false) people who claim
the status of Mahdawiyyah (claim to be the Imam), in which case they
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will take the wrong person as being al-Mahdi @ijtf) and will actually end up misguiding
themselves and others

In addition, it is possible that a person who makes haste in this affair would also
become despondent or may even completely deny the advent of the Imam as ever
taking place. He may also entertain doubts and uncertainty in regards to the words of
the infallible A" immah @s) and the promises which they have given us in regards to

the return of the Imam

Such a person may end up denying the return of the Imam, rejecting it entirely or may
fall prey to denying Allah, the decree and decision of Allah and His justice. Through all
of this, one will cease activity in the state of anticipation and recitation of supplications
for the Imam or one may give up performing the responsibilities which one must fulfill
towards the Imam. Such a person may also go towards those actions which the faith

1of Islam is not pleased with

Thus, the physical and mental state, words and deeds of a true believer must be
.exactly that which Imam al-Hujjah @jtf) himself has stated
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And You O’ Allah are the All-Knowing, without the aid of a teacher, about the time*
which is best for your close servant to get the permission to make his
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advent and to reveal his secret! So grant me patience in this issue so that I do not wish
to make haste in what you have decided to delay and that I do not wish there to be
(delay in what you have decided to hasten..”(\

Responsibility #f: Safeguarding One’s Faith Part\

Another responsibility for those living during the period of occultation of the Imam is
to supplicate for the protection of one’s faith and to show humility while in the
presence of Allah

We must seek assistance in the protection of our religion from the devils which are
from among the Jinn and mankind, the disbelievers and hypocrites, the enemies of
the Ahlul Bayt @s) and from the doubts and uncertainties which may strike us and

affect our faith

In this regards, reciting the supplication which is mentioned in the next responsibility
is sufficient to protect ourselves

Responsibility #): Safeguarding One’s Faith Part ¥

Another responsibility of the people of true faith is to recite the following supplication
which has been mentioned in the tradition quoted below

:(This supplication has been narrated from Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (@s
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You shall be plagued with doubt (during this period) when you will remain without’
any visible flag of leadership), and no @pparent) Imam to guide you and there is none
who will be saved from this
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state, except for the person who recites the Du’a of al-Gharig.”” The narrator asked
the Imam: “What is the supplication of al-Ghariq?’ The Imam (peace be upon him)
replied: “Say

Sy 3 Jo B 25 LB g g s p iy

O’ Allah, O’ the Merciful, O’ the Compassionate, O’ the Reformer of the Hearts! Make
(my heart firm on your faith.”(

Responsibility ##: Praying for the Imam’s Victory

Another responsibility is to supplicate for the victory of the Imam over the
disbelievers, hypocrites, those who do not accept him and all of his adversaries. In
summary, this supplication should be targeted against all enemies of the religion of

Allah

One of the best supplications to use in these regards is Du’a al-Nudbah(y), however
there are many other ones mentioned in the books of supplication

:In Du’a al-Nudbah, we come across many lines which convey the victory of the Imam

_ . O
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».0’ Allaht Through him the Imam), establish truth and destroy all falsehood*
In addition, we read
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» Through him the Imam), humiliate all of your enemies*

Responsibility #Y: Not Uprising

Another responsibility during the period of occultation is that we must not rise up in
revolt or wage war against the people of falsehood, oppressive governments and
super-powers of our time. During this era, we must seek to safeguard our faith and
religion and must work for the betterment of ourselves in this life and the next and
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this is something which has been mentioned in numerous traditions
This issue has been emphasized many times
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in the words of the Ahlul Bayt @s), and from the narrations we can deduce that to rise
up and fight against the governments of our time is not correct and does not lead to
.(the pleasure of the Ahlul Bayt @s

In Sahifatul Sajjadiyah, it has been narrated from Imam ‘Ali b. al-Husain as-Sajjad
:@s) that
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None of us, the Ahlul Bayt @s), have risen or will rise until the advent of the Awaited*
Imam @jtf), to repel oppression or revive the truth except that he shall definitely be
overcome by misfortunes and his revolt shall result in more adversity of us and our

Shirah”a

However supposing that this tradition or other traditions such as this (which are
many) are all correct, and if we suppose that the chain of narrators are correct and
there is no issue of tagiyyah (dissimulation) and that there is no other impediment in

.the traditions (which would prevent us from understanding them

Then we understand that what has been prohibited in this and other traditions is not
that we are not permitted to rise up against an oppressor or oppressive government,
rather, it means that we are not permitted to fight against them with force and

weapons and this is what has been prohibited

From another point of view, the task of understanding the meaning of this tradition is
not the
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job of just anyone. Rather, the responsibility of analyzing this @nd other such)
traditions and bringing forth its correct understanding is the duty of the prominent
‘Ulama, Fugaha and the learned ones who possess the ability to carry out this task

In addition, it is possible that after extracting and understanding the truth of this type
of tradition according to his understanding, a Mujtahid would act according to his
grasp of knowledge of such a statement

Indeed, we know that those who are not at the level of ijtihad (the ability to pass legal
judgment on the laws of Islam) would be obliged to follow (perform taqglid of) the
Mujtahid who fulfills all of the conditions of being followed. Thus, the layman’s
obligation is merely to perform taqglid and not to simply follow the Qur’anic verses and

Prophetic traditions

Thus, if we agree with these types of traditions which tell us that it is not correct for us
to rise up and fight against a government, then we cannot say that if a Mujtahid who
fulfills all of the conditions of being followed was to rise up and fight against an

loppressive government that we would leave him alone and not support him

Rather, it is imperative upon the followers (muqallidin) to refer to the scholar’s fatawa
and act according to what he has decreed! They must work together with him and
Iprovide the support needed and thus, they too must rise up if he says to

In summary, itis correct to

P: A


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

state that: The true believers must not rise up and fight against the governments of
their time except if the Mujtahid who fulfills all of the conditions() for being followed
gives a hukm (ruling) that it is obligatory to rise up and fight. In this instance,
according to the proofs of the performance of taglid, this uprising and revolt would be

permissible and correct for the followers rather, it would be obligatory

Therefore, from this responsibility, we are better able to understand that the people
.(must not drift away from the path of taglid of their Maraja’ (sources of emulation

In the traditions, jurisprudential sources and references it has been mentioned that in
certain instances, the act of jihad (fighting) can become obligatory and the ruling of
this is based on the ruling (fatwa) and injunction (hukm) of a Mujtahid and this
information can be seen in the ‘Section of Jihad” which is in the books of Islamic

jurisprudence where a complete and detailed discussion has been given

Responsibility #A: Not To Specify a Time for the Advent Part \

The believers must not set a specific time for the return of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) and
this responsibility can be proven from many traditions. For example, Imam Ja’far b.
:‘Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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o JE (IS all) s56bT &1 2315 aake 3 I ST5LE dis by Wugad E53 0 b Csp

O’Mufaddall Do not specify a time (of advent of the Imam) since anyone who*
specifies a time for the return of our Mahdi (@jtf) has (claimed to) become a
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partner with Allah in His knowledge and has declared that He (Allah, the High) has
(given him knowledge of His secret.”(

:(A companion once asked Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s
556301 SIS G561 LIS G FBF CdS J 8255 2 1dy s

Is a time set for this event the advent of al-Mahdi)?” The Imam (peace be upon him)*
replied: “Those who specify a time are liars those who specify a time are liars those
who specify a time are liarsy (v

The meaning of not being permitted to set a time for the advent of the Imam is that
the date, year, month, week or even hour of his advent must not be specified or
speculated about. However, we know that the time of his advent has been alluded to
in the traditions through the various signs and events which will occur. Therefore, it is

.not a problem to explain his return in this manner

:(Abu BaSir said to Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq (@s
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May I be your ransom! When will al-Qa’im @jtf) make his advent?” The Imam
replied: “O’ Aba Muhammad! Surely we the Ahlul Bayt @s) do not specify a time for his
advent as the Prophet) Muhammad (Peace be upon him and his progeny) has
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"1said: “Those who specify a time for his advent are liars

O’ Aba Muhammad! Indeed before this command comes to pass, there are five signs
which must occur): The first is the call from the skies) during the month of Ramadan
the coming of Sufyani the coming of Khurasani, the killing of the one with a) ‘pure

(soul’ and the sinking of the ground in Bayda " (into the Earth).”(\

Responsibility #4: Not To Specify a Time for the Advent Part Y

Another responsibility which lies on the shoulders of the believers is that if a person
tries to set a specific time for the return of the Imam, he must be called a liar, he must
be introduced to the community at large as a liar and one who commits fraud and

.deceit! In this regards, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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Whoever reports to you from us regarding a specified time or the advent of the*
Imam), do not hesitate to belie him, for we have never specified the time (of the
(@dvent) to anyone! (v

Responsibility Y+: Purification of the Soul

The purification of the soul is another responsibility and while traversing this path, the
believers must strive to acquire knowledge, ma’rifah and complete faith. In addition,
the believers must seek to clothe themselves with the noble humanistic traits

They must strive to be the people of tagwa and wara’ and keep away from all types of
spiritual pollutants and through this, emulate their Imam and group themselves with
him

In
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reality, this is one of the most important responsibilities which the true believers have,
whereas everything mentioned up to this point and those which will be mentioned
later on, all return back to this responsibility

Therefore, the first responsibility is the purification of the soul() and to travel
spiritually towards Allah

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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A person who would like to be among the companions of al-Qa " im @ijtf) should be in
a state of waiting and perform all of his actions with piety and with the most beautiful
(etiquette and only then, will one be counted as being in a state of waiting.” (v

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has said
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(So then assist (us) through piety and struggle ” (..«

Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) wrote the following
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Nothing prevents us from them (our followers) but their coming to us with that
@ction) which we detest, and we do not like this from them; and Allah is the only one
(from whom help is sought and He is Sufficient for ust The most Excellent trustee! “(¢

In the letter which was written to Shaykh al-Mufid, Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) stated
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There are many books written on the topic of the purification of the soul — of which -
the first and foremost is the noble Qur an and principally, the main objective of the
revelation of the Qur " an is for this purification of the soul and this was also the task of
.and the reason for the deputation of the prophets
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our followers, may Allah make them successful in obeying Him, were united with their
hearts in fulfilling the promise that is upon them, there would be no delay for them
from the good fortune of meeting us, and their happiness would be hastened by

(witnessing our advent with complete understanding.”

Responsibility Y1: Being Cautious Around Others

Observing tagiyyah issimulation)() is another responsibility for those of true faith
during the period of occultation

A true believer must practice dissimulation in the face of the enemies of the faith, the
deniers, hypocrites, disbelievers - and in summary, in the presence of anyone who is
inot worthy of hearing the truth

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
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Dissimulation (tagiyyah) is the shield of the believer, dissimulation is the safeguard of*
(the believer, and the person who does not observe dissimulation has no faith.”¢

Just as was mentioned, we must observe dissimulation taqgiyyah) while in the
presence of disbelievers, hypocrites, objectors, deniers of the truth and anyone who
displays any type of animosity and opposition to the truth

In addition to these groups of people, we must also practice dissimulation in the
presence of those whose understanding of the faith is weak. These may be people
who, even though they possess true faith, are still not able to handle or safeguard the
secrets (of the Ahlul Bayt) and keep them hidden from others and thus, we must

.observe dissimulation even when around such people

In addition, we must

p:yvy
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The definition of tagiyyah is to hide one’s true beliefs and teachings which one - v
follows due to a fear of the oppression of others and the fear of them putting extra

jpressure on a person
al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. yv\, sec. ‘Tagiyyah,” no. vr -
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also observe tagiyyah while in the company of people who do not have inclinations for
the truth, would not benefit from such information or would harm them because they
.cannot bear to hear it

However, what do we do in regards those whose mental state we are unaware of?
What do we do in regards to those about whom we are not aware if they can
?acknowledge and accept such truths

Since we do not know if such people would safeguard the teachings or if they would
expose them to others not worthy of hearing such things, we are told that there is no
.need to practice tagiyyah around them and can convey the teachings to them

However with that said, we must be careful to expose the truths to them piece by
piece, and if we see that they are accepting of them and are able to safeguard the
secrets, then we can continue

Taqiyyah is not to be used in regards to those who are: confused and full of doubt,
misguided or have gone astray from the faith, those who have fallen into error in
regards to affairs of the life of this world or the next life, those who are ignorant of the
truths of the faith but have the ability to accept the truth (f told to them) and are able

to keep secrets from other people who are not worthy of such knowledge

Thus in regards to such individuals, we must not observe tagiyyah and it makes no

p: V¥
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difference if they are ignorant or just misled or plagued with confusion and doubt or
Wwhether they are people of faith, disbelief, hypocrisy or willful disobedience

Rather, it is sufficient that these people are those who are not willfully opposed to the
truths and that they have the ability within them to accept, bear, safeguard and hide
the truths from those who are not worthy of such truths being told to them and that

there is a possibility that knowing these things will be of spiritual benefit to them

The complete discussion concerning tagiyyah, how it works and under what
conditions it is applicable has been mentioned in its own relevant place in the sources
of Islam and those interested in learning more about this issue are advised to refer to

the various Islamic resources

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said

5 iee 85 PO GA 56 b o G ailen 53550 U AT JLissl G ok Il 5 4 G0l U AT sl e 3 &)
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To undertake our affair is not only to believe it and accept only rather, it means to“
conceal and protect it against those who are not worthy of knowing about it. Thus,
you must greet them and say: ‘May Allah have mercy upon the servant who tries to

’acquire the people’s love for him

Speak

p:vo
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with them about subjects which they are familiar with, but conceal from them the
matters which they deny. The Imam then added: ‘By Allah d swear): He who wages
war against us is not worse than him who reports from us matters that we detest to

(publicize)’(

In a tradition from the Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali b. Abi Talib @s) it has been
stated that

V) Al Vol Ss b 5STT 3 5 e p o538 Sab oldg ol (g JI s O ¢ b i Jast Cadiad Cas Lus O
Ol ads il (5] Fa e deb 3 ¢ Jasp B0 51 (Sogan oS sk

Verily, our traditions are difficult, hard to understand (properly), uneasy to pass, and“
alarming; therefore present a little of it to the people. If one realizes it, then you may
give him more; but if he denies it, then stop. None can bear it except three (groups of
people): (v) An archangel, (v) a Prophet who is sent with a Divine Message, or () a

(believing man whom Almighty Allah has tried his heart’s competence for faith.” (v

Responsibility YY: Bearing Difficulties with Patience

Another responsibility is to observe patience in the face of persecution and
harassment and to withstand the hatred of the enemies, hypocrisy of the hypocrites;
and to patiently bear the difficulties, losses, tribulations, poverty, abjectness and

sufferings and all other types of afflictions which come upon a true believer

In addition, one must also observe perseverance in relation to the affairs of the faith
.and must be firm in regards to the Shari’ah

One must observe

p:yv#
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patience in the face of the examinations which come from Allah 0 and must be able to
bear them and strive to become victorious during these tests. During this period, one
must be patient with those who deny the Imam and mock the religion and must show

forbearance in the face of those who belie and seek to deny the Imam

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has quoted the Messenger of Allah as
:saying
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A time will come upon the people when they will not acquire power except by means*
of murder and tyranny; they will not gain riches except by means of usurpation and
stinginess and they will not gain love @nd respect from the people) except by

.abandoning the religion and pursuit of lowly desires

So whoever lives in such a period and endures poverty although he can acquire
riches; endures hate @nd enemity of the people) even though he can acquire their
love; and endures humility even though he is able to acquire honour then the Almighty
Allah shall grant him the reward of fifty entirely truthful individuals who believed in

me."(

In another

p: vy
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tradition, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has stated that
o35 31 33 O3l 5 oW1 G 7 G o J6 525 5 U0 S8 a &1 A Y

Do you not know that a person who waits for our command to come and is patient*
upon that which he sees from the difficulties and the fear will, tomorrow, be (with us)
({inour company?”(\

:As well, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
S5l et 3 BN S
( advise you to observe patience in all of your affairs.” (v

Of course, the meaning of patience and withstanding difficulties does not go against
the principle of supplicating and taking legitimate steps to remove any difficulties or
obstacles; nor does it go against the principle of the right of a person to defend

himself

Without doubt, a true believer must struggle to ensure that all of the difficulties,
challenges and problems are kept far away from him and of course, this must be done
through the legitimate means

Responsibility YY': Encouraging Others to Patience

Encouraging others to observe patience and staying firm on this path during the
period of the occultation @s was mentioned in the previous section) is another
responsibility that the true believers must perform

One must command and encourage his family, friends, brothers and sisters to
.observe patience and stay firm on the true faith

:The Messenger of Allah (S) has said
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Surat al-’Asr was revealed about ‘Ali @s) and its exegesis is as follows: I swear by the*
time, I swear by the Lord of the Day of Judgement. Verily all of mankind is at loss, the
enemies of the family of Muhammad Except for those who believe in their the Ahlul
Bayt’s) wilayah, And perform righteous actions showing kindness to their brothers in
the faith, and encourage others to observe the truth and encourage others to
observe patience they encourage the observing of patience during the occultation of

(the one who is in occultation.”(\

Responsibility Y¥: Good Thoughts of the Awaited Imam

Another responsibility of the people is to have good thoughts about the twelfth Imam
(@jtf

A true believer must always perform good deeds which will earn the pleasure of the
Imam and this cannot be achieved except through obedience to the commandments
e has given us and through possessing taqgwa of Allah

In reality, the followers of each of the A"immah @s) wanted the best for their Imam
and obeyed them in all matters and tried to always follow their orders. Therefore, the
true beauty of a person is that he does those things which are the best for his Imam

and refrains from anything which would hurt or annoy him

Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) has stated that the Messenger of Allah said
V) a3 bl 0L 45 Dt 0 305 ) s 32 A R0
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Almighty Allah never looks at a servant and finds him working hard in obedience and“
compliance with his Imam, but that He includes him with us in the most exalted rank.
cQ

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has stated that
(e e 1Y 3 5 S

Be a beauty for us (the Ahlul Bayt) and do not be a source of embarrassment for*
sy

Responsibility Yd: Remaining Unknown and Anonymous

Another responsibility of the true believer is to remain unknown and refrain from
gaining popularity within the society because being well-known may result in
problems in the spiritual growth and may prevent the believer from ease and free

time

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
J,aub‘&ﬁ‘yutMJMt of

df you are able remain unknown to others, then do so.” ¢+

:Jabir b. ‘Abdullah al-AnSari said to Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s
ool 258 5 olall Bl 6 00U &SI5 3 il dasier s JEH Gl g 25 3t

O’son of the Messenger of Allaht What is the best action which a true believer can¢
perform in that period of the occultation of the Imam)?” The Imam replied:
(“Protecting the tongue and staying at home to remain unknown to the people).”(¢

-The Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali b. Abi Talib @s) has said
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During that time ¢he occultation), none will be saved except the anonymous*

believers who, when they are present, will
P: YA

al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. . ¥, sec. ‘That which the Prophet commanded.’ no. v -
Biharul Anwar, vol. A, pg. 161, S€C. 14, N0. % -¥
al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. fo¢; Biharul Anwar, vol. vv, pg. v1¢, sec. A, no. v with slight - v

difference
Kamal ad-Din wa Tamam an-Ni’mah, vol. v, pg. vv. -¢
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not be recognized and when they are absent, nobody will miss them. They are surely
(the lanterns of true guidance.”(

Responsibility Y#: Protecting Ones’ Self

A true believer must protect himself so that during the advent of the Imam, one may
be able to assist him

:Inregards to this, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said

|}¢LY3|:| d}a., w\o|¢@y5w&bd5.\_uupﬂ J\¢st;.5\-;mu.eJ..a_M\ﬁw.aLsrlLJ\dpuLSb\
D&x@_ﬁl& J\vs,\,u

In the reign of the unjust regime, you must walk carefully and receive those whom*
you fear with greetings. Verily, one who opposes such a regime will have killed himself
and brought about his own perdition. Surely Allah says: And do not cast yourselves

(with your own hands to destruction.”(x

Imam Muhammad ibne ‘Ali al-Bagir @s) has said

bpdtpr@.@,.ﬁ\ﬁ.@&;b\,bwg@_meﬂbVJm}bu_wymo,ﬂm d,_mju\yf.upmsts
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It is as if I see myself with a people who rose up from the east. They demand their*
right but it will be withheld from them. They will ask for it again but it will not be given.
When they see this, they place their swords on their shoulders (ready to use them), so

they are given whatever they ask for but they do not accept it

They revolt and deliver

P: A
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their victory to your patron @l-Mahdi). Their killed ones will be martyrs. Verily, were I
to live until that time, I would try to save myself for the Patron of this Matter (so as to
goin him).”(

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has narrated that if one wishes to have a
long life and be able to assist the Imam, then one should recite the following prayer.
The narrator of this supplication states that: “When I continuously recited this
» supplication, my life extended to such an amount that I was satisified with living

) ) ) 0. 0.
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O’Allah! Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad. O’ Allah! Your Messenger,*
the truthful, the trustworthy - may Your blessings be upon him and his household has
said that You say ‘I have not hesitated in a matter that I decide to do more than My
hesitation in taking the soul of My believing servant who hates to encounter death

’.and I hate to perturb him

O’ Allah! Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and hasten the relief of your
intimate servant and give him wellbeing and

P: VAY
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(succor, and do not perturb me or any of those whom I love, including so and so.” (1

If one wishes, he can then take the names of each of his friends and close
and o acquaintances whom he wishes this supplication for and in place of the word
the words which appear in the brackets, one can mention all of his friends

Responsibility YY: Emulating the Imam in Manners

Another responsibility of the true believers is that they must follow the manners and
etiquettes of their living Imam and seek to emulate him in all aspects of their life

One must constantly be striving to follow the commandments which he has been
given to help him improve his manners and act in the way that his Imam is known to
act in. There are many manners and etiquette of the Imam which those who have a

.deep understanding of this issue are aware of, some of which include

Performing the Salatul Lail and staying awake a portion of the night in worship.
Continuously performing the supplications and whispered prayers (munajat) to Allah.
Performing the daily Nawafil or additional recommended prayers (we must perform a
minimum of &\ rak’at of Salat every day which are made up of the \v obligatory Salat

.@nd the vr recommended prayers in a yf hour period

We must cry and show our grief and sorrow every morning and evening upon the loss
.(of Imam Husain b. ‘Ali @s

We must perform the recommended actions and refrain from the discouraged act
which is one of the

P:AY
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specific qualities of the twelfth Imam @jtf). We must seek to stay aloof from the
.material world and develop a desire and longing for the next life

Responsibility YA: Offering a Gift to theImam

Another responsibility is to give a gift() to the Imam through our wealth or whatever
we possess from the material world. It goes without saying that this must be done
according to one’s own ability without going to extravagance and that this should be

Icarried out every year, month, week and every day if possible

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said

et G 130 L 25 G 01 G ST 201 Syt 20

One dirham which reaches the Imam is better than two million dirham’s (spent) in all
(other good deeds.” (v

During the advent of the Imam, this wealth will be given directly to the Imam,
however during the time of the occultation of the Imam the wealth or whatever we
have from this world which we wish to offer to him can be spent in ways which would
earn his pleasure. Of course the intention for this act would be to offer the gift to the

.Imam directly

Our money can be used to print much needed books to uphold the faith; or the money
can be spent in holding gatherings (majalis) and programs in which the Imam or his
close friends are remembered

In addition, the fellow Shi’a can be given this money so that they are able to fulfill their
own needs and material requirements especially if they are the

P:AF

The meaning of gift in this responsibility is any present or offering which a person -\
would give for the Imam to gain his spiritual attention; in other words, it is those gifts
and presents which would lead to our Imam (peace be upon him) being pleased and
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happy with us which are offered to him
al-Kafi, vol. v, pg. o¥A, sec. ‘Offering a Gift to the Imam,’ no. so -v


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

children and offspring of the Noble Prophet, or are scholars, propagators and
Imissionaries of the faith

JImam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) has said
o 15 S8 W5 o o 6 Joaih o 6 J6 504 31 05 5

A person who is not able to present us with a gift should give it to the righteous ones*
from among our followers and through this, a reward will be written for him as if he
(had given this gift to us.”(

Responsibility Y4: Pleasing Other True Believers

Another responsibility is to please and cheer up the true believers, friends and Shi’a of
ithe Imam as this actually makes the Imam happy

We can please another believer through various ways, including: removing any
difficulties from his life; helping him in his problems or worries; fulfilling his needs;
helping one in the treatment of his sickness; and supplicating for the believer and
showing respect and honour to him. One can also help his friends and close relatives

such as his immediate family members, and children through material gifts

Helping a true believer can be done through various means; however in all of them, if
the person helps someone else purely for the pleasure of Imam al-Hujjah @ijtf) then
without doubt, one has succeeded in attaining the pleasure of another believer and

ithe happiness of the Imam of the Time

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
Al J525 s Je ol 5 Jr e ol 3 ol 55T le ST, 50 a3 o e 55113 457 sT (2 Y
None of you should think that*
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if you bring happiness to a believer that happiness has been brought to that person
alone. Rather, by Allah, it has also brought us the Ahlul Bayt) happiness, rather, by
(Allah, it has even brought happiness to the Messenger of Allahy”(\

Responsibility A+: Giving Gifts and Presents to the Shi‘a

Another responsibility is to give gifts to the righteous Shi’a and friends of the Imam
from one’s wealth and whatever else one has in this material world and this is
something that has been mentioned in the traditions which we will shortly review

Not only does this act earn the pleasure of other believers, rather it also has an
impact on the society in general and as a result, the Shi'a and friends of the Imam,
through the exchange of gifts, actually help to alleviate poverty amongst one another!
This will, in turn, help them to lift themselves up from their abject state through which,

ttheir lives will improve and they will not fall victim to difficulties and tribulations

JImam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) has said
Gl D15 J 288 W5 oo Jads o o J6 5uks ¢ (i 5

A person who is not able to present us with a gift should give it to the righteous ones*
from among our followers. It will be written for him as a reward for presenting a gift
tousr¢

Responsibility AV: Giving Precedence to the Imam Part

The next responsibility is to give precedence to the Imam and to give him priority at all
times

How can we distinguish this important act and employ it in our daily lives? This

P:\A?
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is up to the believer himself to realize. For example, if we are able to supplicate for
only two people, then we must first make supplication for the Imam, if one wants to
make tawassul to one of two people, then the Imam must be the one whom we make
tawassul to if the people are called to have a better understanding of something and

to perform good deeds

Then after the call and invitation to Tawhid, before anything else, one should invite
others to the Imam and his wilayah if a person decides to give a gift, then the first
person one should give this gift to is the Imam and if a person wants to perform the
Ziyarat or send salutations upon another infallible, then one must start by sending

greetings and salutations to the Imam and send prayers upon him first

And if it is decided that one will perform a task and send the reward of this task to a
person for example if one was to perform Salat or hajj and give the reward to
someone, then it should be first given to the Imam (the Imam should be kept in mind

.when this act is being performed so that the reward is given to him

If a person is able to perform the various prayers and supplications after every
obligatory Salat, then one must perform those which are related to the Imam as this
Wwill establish a closer relationship with him

Responsibility AY: Giving Precedence to the Imam Part Y

The true believers must place

P:AY
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the Imam first when performing any supplication

Before one remembers himself, he must first remember the Imam and pray for him.
After this, one may pray for himself and other people and this becomes a
manifestation of the love a true believer has for the Imam

Without doubt, every supplication which a true believer makes for the Imam will earn
him many things one will obtain the Divine reward from Allah, gain the specific
benefits related to that particular supplication and in addition, the contents of the
supplication and what was prayed for will be accepted and fulfilled both for the Imam

and the believer

It has been mentioned in the traditions that whenever a person supplicates for
another person, whatever he prayed for will also be applicable to him and his pleas
:will be accepted. In this regards, Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has said

Sl E el 365 EIla e ST 5 tadl 35 Al Ui 5 G T oSN 3 Ui ol 3l 4 205 503401 54
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He is a believer who prayers for his brother (n faith) in his absence, to which the*
Angel says: ‘Ameen (May Allah accept your prayer).” At this time, Allah, the Noble and
Grand says: ‘And for you is granted twice of that which you have asked or your

(brother in faith) due to your love for him.”(\

Imam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) has said
ks Sl G ST 52 a5l e o) il a5 2 )
Verily when one supplicates for“
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his (believing) brother in his absence, a sound is heard from the Noble Throne: ‘For
(you is one hundred thousand times the reward for what you supplicated for him).”

Responsibility AY:Not Hurting or Upsetting theImam

Another responsibility is to keep away from anything which would lead to the Imam
being upset or saddened with us

Without doubt, the primary reason for the Imam being upset with his followers is due
to us not obeying the orders of Allah 0 and instead, following our base desires. In
other words when we do not follow the religion and teachings of the Imam (which as
we know, is the same religion and set of teachings which his noble fore-fathers

taught), it is at this time that the Imam becomes upset with us

Indeed, the Ahlul Bayt @s) sacrificed everything including their own lives to implement
the religion, just like the sacred chain of previous prophets had done

Disrespecting the sacred beliefs of the faith, objecting to and desecrating the faith
and its teachings and the method of the Prophet of Islam, exposing the secrets of
Allah o0 in places where they should not be mentioned, not observing tagiyyah, not
having tagwa, exaggerating and over glorifying the pure Ahlul Bayt @s) are all things
which lead to the Imam becoming distraught and thus, we must keep away from all of

these things

Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) wrote the following to his followers
PR R [ PN R P HER PESA RN PEREE T
Surely the ignorant and foolish Shi’as have upset us and*
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the person whose faith is @s weak as) the wing of a gnat is better than one of them
((the ignorant Shi’as).”

Responsibility Af:Respecting Those Close To the Imam

Another responsibility is to show respect to those who are related to and are close to
.Imam al-Zaman @jtf

The higher a person’s (spiritual) status is, the closer that person is to Imam al-Zaman
@ijtf) and the more important it is for the true believers to show respect and honor to
such a person

Those who are related to the Imam include the noble family of the Sadat, especially
the children of the twelfth Imam the scholars who act according to the Islamic
injunctions, and the true believers who possess taqwa. The final categories of those
who must be respected include all of the true believers and lovers of Imam al-Mahdi

.@jtH no matter what level or societal class they belong to

The most deserving of people who should be shown respect and those who are the
closest to the Imam compared to all others are the scholars who act according to the
Islamic teachings. More than all others, these are the people of tagwa and wara’ and
from among these, the closest are the great scholars and those who make up the
chain of the mujtahidin Jurists) from among the Maraja’ Taqglid (sources of
emulation). In any case, the true believer must love all of the friends of the Imam and

respect them

:The Noble Prophet has said
Jb ezt ba BU G5 o M @B e85 o b
p:ya.
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Glad tidings to the one who meets the Qa " im @jtf) of my Ahlul Bayt @s) while he has*
followed him during his occultation before his advent and has been an ally to those
who are his allies and an enemy to those who are an enemy to him. These people are
my friends and those who have my love, and are the noblest of my nation to me on

(the Day of Judgement.”(

Responsibility Ad: Respecting Things Related To the Imam Part \

Showing respect to those things which are associated to the Imam is another
responsibility of the true believers

Some of these things which we need to show respect to include the places which are
related to the Imam such as Masjid as-Sahlah the celler where his occultation began
in the city of Samarrah the Grand Masjid of Kufah; Masjid Jamkaran() Masjid al-
Haram the places which have been visited by the Infallible A"immah, the prophets
and their successors; and the graves of the intimate friends of Allah and the true

believers

Showing respect to places which are associated to the Imam is related to the level of
connection which that thing or place has to the Imam and thus, the respect is of
various degrees and levels - the more the connection to the Imam, the more respect,

honor and esteem should be shown

Showing respect to places() such as Masjid as-Sahlah, Masjid Jamkaran and other
places such as these is possible

P: 14y
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through various ways, including beautifying them improving or re-construction work,
laying carpets, cleaning, deodorizing, illuminating, frequenting, entering the premises
barefooted, entering them with humility, keeping busy with the remembrance of Allah

While visiting them

Recitation of prayers, Qur an, supplications and other things, ensuring that these
places are not made impure (najis) or dirty, purifying that area in the event that it
becomes impure (najis), sweeping and cleaning the area; not entering while in a state

.of ritual impurity anabat or for a woman, during her monthly period

Ensuring that there is no mixing of the genders while in these areas; keeping away
from all acts which are reprehensible and forbidden, keeping away from pointless
joking and laughing and speaking and arguing in a loud voice. These and all other such

.acts must be observed while in similar sacred places

Responsibility A7: Respecting Places Related to theImam Part ¥

We are also obliged to show respect and reverence to Masjid as-Sahlah and to
(perform the special acts of worship in that place.(\

As for the sanctity and greatness of this Masjid, it has numerous characteristics which
other Masajid do not have - for example, it was the original house of Prophets
Ibrahim and Idris 0, and was also a place that the great man of Allah, al-Khidr

frequented. Itis also a place where Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) occasionally resides

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has stated that

O 3 53] I35 43 O 385 J6 051 Lot 435 580 EB e 5 alal 4l s 2 5 11 055 3l S8
= alzl J 5
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Itis as if I see the descending of al-Qa " im @jtf) in Masjid al-Sahlah, accompanied by
his family and close relatives family.” (The companion said) I asked: ‘May Allah accept
me as ransom for you! Will it be his dwelling place?’ The Imam stated: Yes, it will be. It
was the dwelling place of Prophet Idris and Prophet Ibrahim, the intimate friend of the
all-Merciful and Allah did not send any prophet but that he offered prayers in it (Masjid

.@l-Sahlah

It was also the house of al-Khidr. He who resides in it is like one who resides in the
tent of Allah’s Messenger. The hearts of true believing men and women

p: Ay
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yearn for it (Masjid al-Sahlah). In it there is a rock which has the pictures of all the
Prophets

Nobody prays there and supplicates to Almighty Allah with a sincere intention but that
his needs are fulfilled by Almighty Allah; and nobody takes it as a shelter but that he is
protected by Almighty Allah against whatever he fears.’ I said: ‘This is indeed an

> excellent virtue

The Imam said: ‘Should I tell you more?” The companion replied: ‘Yes” The Imam
continued: ‘It is one of the places where Almighty Allah likes to be called upon. There is
no day or night when the Angels are not frequenting this Masjid to worship to
Almighty Allah. Verily, if I were to live near you, I would not offer a single prayer

’anywhere else. O’ Abu Muhammad! There is more than what I have just said

I asked: ‘May Allah ransom me for you Will al-Qa " im @jtf) reside in that place for all
time?’” The Imam replied: ‘Yes, he will” The companion then asked: ‘Will those who
come after him reside in the same place?” The Imam replied to the man: ‘Yes, they will

(up until the end of creation.””

Responsibility AY: Visiting Masjid Jamkaran

Another responsibility is to visit Masjid Jamkaran and to perform the recommended
actions in that sacred masjid. Masjid Jamkaran was built under the direct order of
Imam Waliul ‘Asr @jtf) and has specific acts of worship which are recommended to be

performed in it

In addition, it is one of the places

p:1a¥
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which the Imam frequents and where the legitimate requests of the people are
fulfilled and the Imam himself has ordered the people to visit this sacred site

In regards to the construction of this masijid, the following has been narrated by
Hasan Muthallah Jamkarani: “I was sleeping in my home in the village of Jamkaran on
Tuesday night, the \vth of the month of Ramad’an in the year v\ ah. It was just after
midnight that out of nowhere, a group of people came to my house, woke me up and
said: ‘Wake up and answer the call of your Master, Imam Mahdi Sahib al-Zaman @jtf)

"'who has summoned you

Hasan continued: “I woke up, collected myself and prepared to get dressed and said
’ to the people: ‘Just let me put my shirton

1At that time, I heard a voice saying: ‘That is not your shirt

After removing the shirt, I reached for my pants, and again I heard a voice say: ‘Those
“1are not your pants! Do not put them on

I removed them too and was able to find my own shirt and pants. I got dressed and
then started to look for the key to unlock the door when a voice said: ‘The door is
"lalready unlocked and open

I went towards the door, opened it, and saw a group of pious, noble people. I offered
them my greetings, to which they replied accordingly

They took me to a place where the present location of Masjid Jamkaran is located and
asl

p:14o
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was looking around, I saw a couch surrounded by fine carpets and pillows. A young
man, who looked to be around v. years old, was reclining on the couch, resting against
the pillows. An old man was sitting beside him reading a book out loud while more
than ¢. men were around them some of them dressed in white and others in green

offering their Salat

The old man, whom I later found out was Prophet Khidr asked me to be seated. At
that time, the Imam, who was sitting next to Prophet Khidr, called me by name and
Said: “You must go to Hasan Muslim and give him the following message

Tell him that for the past five years, you have been farming on this land, planting and
growing many things, but whatever you grow is being destroyed. This land is sacred,
and Allah the Almighty has chosen this land above all others and bestowed distinction

and honor to it

Even this year, you have intended to plough and cultivate this land, though you do not
have the authorization to do so! Thus, whatever financial earnings you have earned
from this land must be returned so that a Masjid can be built on this spot

Since you have taken this land which does not belong to you, Allah the Glorious and
Powerful, has taken two of your young children away from you, but still you have not
realized the wrong you are doing! If you continue in this way, the

p:1a#
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” punishment of Allah which is beyond your imagination, will strike you

I said: “O’ my Master, I must have some convincing signs, since without this, the
” people will not believe me

The Imam said: “I will show you the signs at this spot so that your statement will prove
to be truthful. You simply go and convey the message to the people. Go and see
Sayyid Abul Hasan in Qum and tell him to come with you to visit Hasan Muslim and
collect from him the earnings of the farm land for the past few years, and with this

.money, lay the foundation for the Masjid

For the remaining expenditure, you may collect it from the village of Rihaqg, in the
Ardhal region (near Kashan) which belongs to me, to complete the building of the
Masjid. Also, half of the estate of the village of Rihag has been given as Waqf
endowment) for the maintenance of the Masjid. Tell the people to visit this place, and

to respect and honor it by offering four Rak’at of Salat as follows

The first Salat of two Rak’at should be prayed with the intention of ‘Salutation to the
where in each Rak’at, Suratul Fatiha is recited once, followed by (i)t «>s) ’Masjid
:Suratul IkhlaS seven times. In every Rak’at, the dhikr

oy 5 il 55 Ol Yin Ruku
o5 5 B¢V o5 s and in Sajdah

Should be recited seven times, the second Rak’at should be recited exactly as the first
.one

The second Salat is also two Rak’at and

p:ay
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it should be prayed with the intention of ‘Salat for Imam al-Zaman’@ijtf) in which
:Suratul Fatiha is recited once, and the line

0 izl &S| 548 5 eSE1D

is recited one hundred times. The surah should then be completed, followed by the
recitation of Suratul IkhlaS once

:In every Rak’at, the dhikr
i 5 il 35 Slet 7in Ruku
eaisy 3 O €W 55 dses and in Sajdah

Should also be recited seven times each. The second Rak’at is to be recited exactly
like the first one

:Once both of the Salat are finished, the following line should be said once
. 0.
QY e_JIY
:(Followed by the Tasbih of Fatimah az-Zahra (sa
5$T &ftimes v
. o
A Jes_Jitimes ry
Al Hlees times vy

After this, you should go into sajdah and recite Salawat on Prophet Muhammad (S)
-and his family @s) one hundred times

O
ai JT 5 it B o ol
-The Imam then said
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Whoever performs this Salat (will receive the same reward) as the one who prays*
(inside the ‘Ancient House’ (the Holy Ka’bah).”

Responsibility AA: Respecting Things Related to theImam Part ¥

Another responsibility of the true believers is to honor the specific times, days and
.nights which are related to the Imam

For example, on the days of ‘Eid which include: ‘Eid al-Qurban; ‘Eid al-Ghadir, ‘Eid al-
Fitr, the voth of Sha’ban (the birth anniversary of the Imam), the days which mark the
birth or the martyrdom of each of his pure forefathers, the day of Nawruz which
marks the (solar) new year; the Hajj season; the Day of ‘Ashura, the night preceeding

and the

P:YaA
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day of Jumu’ah, and the nights of Qadr in the month of Ramadhan, must all be
respected and honored

In these time periods, it is incumbent upon a true believer to pay special attention to
the Imam and more than other people, one should strive to fulfill the rights of the
Imam which are related to these specific times

As for how one can show honor and veneration to some of these time periods, this
shall be mentioned in later sections. However generally speaking, respecting the
times which are related to the Imam can be carried out in various ways such as

performing the specific acts of worship which have been mentioned in the traditions

The etiquette which each of these time periods have related to them has been
mentioned in the books of traditions and Du’a, and these should be followed by the
true believers. Therefore, the supplications and Ziyarat which have been mentioned

to be read at specific times should be performed in order to fulfill this responsibility

Responsibility AY: Respecting Things Related to theImam Part ¥

The next responsibility is to show honour to the night and day of the yvoth of Sha’ban
with extra emphasis on the night of the \sth. In addition, one must perform the
(specific acts which have been recommended to be performed on this night.(\

The yoth of Sha’ban is equal in greatness to the night of Qadr (n the month of
Ramadhan), is very important and is one of the time periods related directly to the
Imam

In regards to the greatness of

P: 144
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this night, Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) has stated
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It the voth of Sha’ban) is the best of nights after the night of Qadr. In it Allah grants*

His blessings to His servants and through His generosity and nobility, He forgives
them. So strive and struggle to seek closeness to Allah, the Most High, in it

For it is a night in which Allah has ordained upon Himself not to turn away anyone who
comes to Him asking for something as long as the request is not something
impermissible. It is the night which Allah the High, has placed for us (the Ahlul Bayt)

just as the Night of Qadr (in the month of Ramad’han) was placed for our Prophet

(Thus, strive to perform the supplications and praise Allah, the High dnit).”(

The reason for the greatness of this night over all the other nights and times is the
felicitous birth of Imam Waliul ‘Asr @jtf) during the early morning period

Responsibility 4+: Respecting Things Related to the Imam Part §

Another responsibility of the true believers is to consider the Nights of Qadr (n the
month of Ramad’han) as nights of reverence and respect and to perform the specific

p:Y.
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(@ctions for these nights.(\

The Nights of Qadr are directly related to the \vth Imam @jtf) and therefore, the best
act which can be done on these nights is remembering and focusing on him and
seeking intercession from the Imam

The Night of Qadr is that night which the entire year cannot reach in greatness, and
the actions which are performed on that night are better than the actions performed
iduring the span of one thousand months

It is on this night that all of the commands for the next year are decreed and the
Angels and the Ruh who is the greatest of Angels descend to the Earth by the
permission of their Lord and arrive in the service of Imam al-Zaman @jtf). Whatever
has been decreed for every person for the entire year is then presented to the Imam

Thus, we must perform those specific actions related to these nights and seek
closeness to Allah through the Imam. We must also hold firm to the Imam, take him
as our intercessor and ask our needs and wants through him @nd with the permission

.of Allah, these will be granted

Responsibility 41: Respecting Things Related to the Imam Part #

Another responsibility of the servants of Allah is to show honor to everything which is
related to the Imam (this is separate from the times and locations and the things
which we have already spoken about). This includes things such as: his titles and
appellations whether these are spoken and mentioned out loud or if they are written

,on paper, plaques

p:y+
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rocks or anything else

In addition, the letters, speeches and traditions which have been narrated from the
Imam must also be shown veneration. This also includes the books which contain
writings in regards to the Imam

Works of art, cultural and religious artifacts which are related to the Imam or his
great forefathers such as the hand written copies of the Qur an, must also be
respected

At the forefront of all things which are related to the Imam is the Noble Quran and
one must show honor and respect to this. We are able to deduce the necessity of
showing honor to the Qur an from the traditions which have come to us from the
Messenger of Islam and the Infallible A*immah @s) and this is something which all of

the sects of Islam accept

The Qur - anis, just as the Prophet described it, the “Greater of the two weighty things
@l-Thagalayn)” which he advised his nation to follow when he said, “The Ahlul Bayt
@s) shall never be separated from the Qur an” and thus, the Muslim nation must

.(follow both the Qur " an and Ahlul Bayt @s

Guarding the Qur an and showing it honor can be done through acting according to
the verses and as we know, even Imam al-Zaman @jtf) himself has also been
.ordered to follow its commandments

Thus, to show honor and esteem to the Qur an and to act according to its verses is
the most important responsibility for us to perform and it is also one of the duties
towards the Imam

p:y.y
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Responsibility 3Y: Performing Good Deeds on Behalf of the Imam

Another responsibility is to perform acts of worship on behalf of the Imam such as
giving Sadagah, performing Hajj and recommended Salat and going for the Ziyarat of
the Infallible A" immah @s) or other righteous believers either alive or dead. It should
be noted that this is something other than performing the act and dedicating the

reward to the Imam

Therefore, the meaning of performing acts of worship and other righteous acts which
can be done by proxy do not include the obligatory act of worship such as the five
daily Salat or the obligatory fasting of the month of Ramadhan since it is not

(permissible to do these things by way of proxy (or one who is alive

The narrator of the following tradition said that he asked Imam Musa b. Ja’far al-
:(Kadhim @s

S5 Jo 58 6dp @b Sl 5o D5 G IpV G Y o8 Gl 5 o Jol s A
) eSilay (D) 2

Can I perform the Hajj and the Salat and give Sadagah for the living and deceased*
from among my close family and friends?” He replied: “Yes, give Sadagah and perform
the Salat on their behalf and due to you seeking to maintain the ties of closeness with

(them, there is an additional reward for you.”(\

From this tradition, we clearly understand that to perform actions by proxy for Imam
al-Zaman (@ijtf) the leader and master of all the true believers - according to the first
way mentioned is permissible

A true believer must

p:y.v
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give whatever amount of Sadagah or perform the recommended Salat on behalf of
his Imam. For example, one can perform the Salat of Ja’far al-Tayyar or the Salat of
the Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali b. Abi Talib @s) on behalf of his living Imam

Through this act, not only will the believer avail himself of the reward for performing
that action, but in addition he will also receive a reward for maintaing the ties and
irelations with his Imam

Some of the acts of worship which a person is able to perform by way of proxy for the
Imam include

Different Salat [the Salat of Ja’far al-Tayyar, Salat of the Commander of the Faithful .\
‘Ali b. Abi Talib and the other Infallibles and the other recommended Salat which have
been mentioned in the detailed books of prayer and supplication]. A person is even
able to perform a general two Rak’at Salat with the intention that he is offering the

prayer as a gift to the Imam

The recommended Hajj or ‘Umrah .y
Tawaf of the Ka’bah

Giving Sadaqgah

Recitation of the Qur " an .»

Sacrificing an animal 5

Paying back the debts of a true believer v

Performing the visitation Ziyarat) of the graves of the Messenger of Allah and the .A
other Infallibles @s) and their righteous companions. In addition, one can also visit the
graves of other true believers from either far or near with the intention that the

reward is to be given to the Imam

Freeing a captive, and in this day 4
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and age, freeing a prisoner by paying his debts, for example

Just as has been mentioned, performing actions by proxy in relation to the obligatory
actions such as the five daily prayers is not permissible, except in certain
circumstances such as in the performance of the Hajj. A person once asked Imam
Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s): “A person performs the Hajj on behalf of another

"?person —how much of a reward and recompense is he given

:The Imam replied

eoﬁu\yjf‘&) c>uL§

z

For a person who performs the Hajj on behalf of another person there is a reward*
(@nd recompense equal to the performance of ten Hajj.”(\

:In another tradition, Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) said
d o7 i el BT 8 0 i oty IS0 ST Sets 3 U ESRT

If you were to make a thousand people partners in the reward for your Hajj, then for*
each and every one of them, there will be a reward for performing one Hajj, with no
(reduction in the reward of your Hajjr" v

Imam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) said

b oSelz 2 Su\J.e S0& u.n |)waw5ww‘&xwuuwné V,J\f_ewmu
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When you come to the grave of the Prophet (saws), and*
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after performing that which is obligatory upon you the Ziyarat rites) then perform a
two rak’at Salat. Then, stand near the head of the Prophet (saws) and say

5 past qo it JAT pet a5 g BUF et Sl 555 S5 ol Be bl G L oSl poal
fa2530 5 fgadl 5 gauss
Peace be upon you, O’ Prophet of Allah, from my father, mother, wife, children, all of*

my friends and everyone in my city the free and the enslaved the white skinned and
’ the black skinned

If you act in this way) then you will not say to a person “I conveyed greetings and)
salutations to the Messenger of Allah on your behalf’ except that you will be speaking
the truth”(

When it comes to the recommended deeds, a true believer can either perform them
himself for the Imam or hire another person to do them on his behalf

For example, one can hire somebody else to, on behalf of the Imam, perform the Hajj
.or perform a recommended Salat

Responsibility 1¥: Donating the Reward of Good Deeds

Another responsibility is to donate the reward of acts of worship to the Imam whether
.obligatory or recommended acts

For example, after a person has finished performing his Salat, he can donate the
reward of that prayer to the Imam one can perform the Hajj and give the rewards of
the Hajj to the Imam

:(A companion once said to Imam Hasan b. ‘Ali al-’Askari @s
215 Al e oS4 oS50 0 ST 05 Elas 5 65T 55 )
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I visited your father and gave the reward of this act to you.” The Imam replied: “Due*
to this act of yours, there is a great reward and recompense for you from Allah and a
(commendation from us.”(

:One of the Imams said

Qtjﬁi@‘&;fﬁiggw\wwu‘jxw@w a3l 5 A.mdyjsm.pu\y&}w
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A person who offers the reward of his Salat to the Messenger of Allah, the“
Commander of the Faithful and the successors who come after him, may the
blessings of Allah be upon all of them Allah will increase the reward of his Salat, a
multi-fold increase, until his soul departs and before his soul leaves his body, it will be

1said to him: “O’ so-and-so

Your gift, goodness and kindness has reached us therefore, today is the day for your
reward and repayment of your goodness. Thus, may your soul be pleased and may
your eyes be brightened due to that which Allah has prepared for you and glad tidings

’ to you for what you have reached

The narrator of the tradition

p:y.v
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then asked them Imam: “How does one send the reward of his Salat, and what does
?he say

The Imam replied: “one makes the intention that the reward of the Salat be given to
(the Messenger of Allah.” (\

Responsibility 1f: Greeting the Imam Every Day

The true believers must perform the Ziyarat and send greetings to the Imam every
week rather if possible, this should be done every day

Greeting the Imam can be done at any place and time however it is best to greet the
Imam during those times and in those places which he has a special affinity to, such
as the night and day of Jumu’ah, the Nights of Qadr in the month of Ramadhan, the

Aoth of Sha’ban and special places such as Masjid as-Sahlah and Masjid Jamkaran

It is recommended to read the Ziyarat of Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) every day and the
visitation rights and salutation to him should be those which have been taught to us by
the Ahlul Bayt @s) and recorded in the books of prayers and supplication. These
prayers include Ziyarat Aale Yasin (v) which can be read at any time one wishes to

(greet Imam al-’Asr @@ijtf), and it starts with

S o .
) 213 L oSele st BT iz s
»..Peace be upon the family of Yasin. Peace be upon you O’ caller to Allah*

In addition, the other special Ziyarat() for the yvth Imam on the day of Jumu’ah
[.should also be recited [this Ziyarat will be mentioned in the next responsibility

Responsibility 44: The Ziyarat of the Imam for Friday

Another responsibility upon the servants of

p: YA

Jamal al-Usbu’, pg. 1o; Biharul Anwar, vol. 4y, pg. Y16, S€C. ¥, N0. \ -\


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_208_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_208_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_208_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12706/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_208_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Biharul Anwar, vol. ov, pg. vy, sec. ¥y, no. o; Mafatih al-Jinan, sec. v, part v.: “The -x
rites when one visits the celler in Samarrah and how one must perform the Ziyarat of
the representative of Allah over His servants.” — the first Ziyarat

.(The complete Ziyarat is mentioned in responsibility Twenty-Seven of this book r -
Biharul Anwar, vol. v.v, pg. vvs, no. v; Jamal al-Usbu’, pg. vv; Mafatih al-Jinan - just -f

before Du’a al-Sabah and after Du’a Kumayl
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Allah is to perform the ziyarat of the forefathers and pure ancestors of Imam al-
Zaman (@ijtf) on the days when their Ziyarat has been recommended to be recited

According to a tradition from Imam ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Hadi @s), each day of the
week has been reserved for one or more of the Infallibles @s) and on those days, we
(should perform their Ziyarat.a

(Saturday: The Messenger of Allah (S
(Sunday: Amirul Mo minin Ali b. Abi Talib @s) and Fatimah az-Zahra (sa
(Monday: Imam Hasan @s) and Hussain @s

Tuesday: Imam “Ali b. Husain as-Sajjad @s), Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Baqir @s) and
dmam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s

Wednesday: Imam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s), Imam ‘Ali b. Musa al-Rida @s),
Imam Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Taqi @s) and Imam ‘Ali b. Muhammad an-Nagqi @s

(Thursday: Imam Hasan b. ‘Ali al-’Askari @s

Friday: Sahib al-’Asr wal Zaman, Imam al-Mahdi @jtf), may Allah hasten his return
(The specific Ziyarat which we have been recommended to recite is as follows:(x
e o 2

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

4 SAS_ AT el 555 15 oSl pal wrald 5l 558 L eSCale Aol cazasl Bl AR L oS gl posai
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Peace be upon you O’ Proof of Allah on His Earth, peace be upon you O’¢
Representative of Allah with His Creations peace be upon you O’ Divine Light of Allah
by whom those who seek guidance are guided and through which he grants salvation

to the true believers
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The Ziyarat for each day of the week are not mentioned in this work, however -\
readers who wish to benefit from them can refer to “Daily Duas” published by Tayyiba
Publishers tayyiba@telus.net [A)) which features the Ziyarat in ‘Arabic with full English
(translation. (Tr

Biharul Anwar,vol. .y, pg. v1.,sec.4,no.y; Jamal al-Usbu’, pg. vo -v
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Peace be upon you O’ refined and awe-inspiring; peace be upon you O’ the intimate
ladvisor; peace be upon you O’ ship of salvation peace be upon you O’ essence of life

AV 555 Dl e 5085 G ST @ e oS A (G ) Sdall SCa JT 165 oS ) o oS gStal

Peace be upon you — prayers of Allah be upon you, and upon your family the Ahlul
Bayt) the pure and pious ones. Peace be upon you may Allah hasten for you that what
He has promised you of His) help and appearance of the (universal world) order

55545 355 S I o G086 @ 801 3T 51T SV Ol SV T (V5 L oS ol

o335 Be 5o 0155485
Peace be upon you O’ master, I am your friend and follower, and I am well aware of
your aim and ultimate purpose. I seek nearness to Allah, the Most High, through you

and your family ¢he Ahlul Bayt). And I await your advent and the advent of the truth
atyour hands

So1a_et D oS 5 o015 G B3 oS p B0 U1 e it S5 (s IT5 wisa Do 4 a0 41 o Jiads
Syl alast 3 oSGy By Gpgians i3

I ask Allah that He send blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and
that He places me among those who are awaiting you and those who follow (you) and
those who will help (you) against your enemies; and those who

p:vyy.
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will achieve martyrdom (when fighting) with you, in the ranks of all of your intimate
and close friends

TR T P s 2 a2 St oa f-D/ - P R B s _ P
S 5eb ad B3 IS AN 55 wals 1450 10s S ] D5 oale d Si3l o 0L Col o 15 25 U
S &Y U E3T S oS as V5 L’ﬁﬁ3 S Sl 53 caigigguég}iqgégé_dg

el oSz 31 D oSl SIS ¢ STy (hs b o3l V15 SLAL 5 A0 ST Y5l

O’ my master, O’ the Present Imam of our time! Blessings of Allah be upon you and
your family (Ahlul Bayt). This is the day of Jumu’ah (Friday) and it is the day in which
your advent is expected and the coming of relief for the believers rom their
difficulties) by your hands, and in which will be the) execution of the disbelievers with

your sword

And I am, O’ my master, in it (this day), your guest and neighbor, and you O’ my
master are generous, from the sons of the generous ones. And you have been
commanded to receive guests and welcome neighbors. So then receive me and
welcome me, blessings of Allah be upon you and upon your family the Ahlul Bayt), the

purified ones

Responsibility 47: Visiting the Righteous Lovers of the Imam

Another responsibility is to visit those righteous people who love and have a strong
affinity for Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) as such a visit will give a person the same reward as
iperforming the Ziyarat of the Imam himself

This responsibility can be fulfilled with those who are alive or those who have left

P: YV
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this world especially the scholars in the religion who are amongst those with the
itagwa of Allah

JImam Musa b. Ja’far al-Kadhim @s) has said
5565 D15 4 2588 W58 oIl 53 s O ki & 5

A person who is not able to perform our Ziyarat should instead visit the righteous“
people from among our followers and the reward of visiting us will be written for
him.”¢

Responsibility 1Y: Sending Prayers and Salutations upon the Imam

.(Another responsibility is to send prayers and salutations upon Imam al-Mahdi @jtf

In order to fulfill this responsibility, a true believer may for example, say something
like the following line

0.
e oo B3 & Jé o gl
” O’Allah! Send your blessings upon our Master, the Master of the Time*

In the books of Du’a, many different greetings(r) have been mentioned in regards to
Imam al-’Asr (@ijtf) and the other Infallibles @s) and we must only use these greetings
when saluting him since these have been taught to us by the Ahlul Bayt @s) and thus,

?what better greeting can there be than these

Sending salutations upon the Imam @ijtf) is a form of Dua a complete and
comprehensive supplication. In this form of a petition and request from the true
believer the salutations to the Imam), we see the desire for the Imam to be
protected and the prayer for the protection of his helpers and friends all forms of grief
and anguish to be removed from the Imam’s heart, prayer for his advent to be

hastened the desire that he is granted a victory and many other subtle points

In

p: Y)Y
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Kamal al-Ziyarat, pg. vv4,no. -
Such as those mentioned in Mafatih al-Jinan, sec. on Ziyarat, right after Ziyarat - v
»Jami’a under the heading of: “Greetings upon the Righteous Proofs of Allah
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reality, the greetings and salutations which we send to the Imam are actually us
praying and seeking His mercy in all areas related to the Imam, whether these are the
affairs of this world or the next life

Thus, we affirm that the key to the rectification of all issues is in the hands of Allah
alone

Responsibility 4A: Fulfilling the Financial Rights of the Imam

Another responsibility of the believers is to fulfill the financial rights of Imam al-
Zaman @jtf) namely the Khums which is one of the obligatory “taxes” in the Shari’ah

As we know, Khums is considered as one of the Furu’ ad-Din (Branches of the Faith) of
Islam and we must fulfill this requirement. In addition, we must ensure that we do not
spend any money upon which the Khums is due as this is not permitted or other
details regarding the Khums, refer to your Mar’ja Taqglid or the relevant books on the

.(topic

Imam Ja’far b. Muhammad as-Sadiq @s) has said
ot 25 i sk et Lol 8 B it 37 3 6 251 )

Surely the hardest of thing for a person to bear on the Day of Resurrection is when*
the person whom the Khums belonged to stands up to protest and says: “O’ Lord:!
((What about) My Khumsy”

There is a letter which is from one of the specific representatives of Imam al-Hujjah
:@jtf) written to Abul Hasan Asadi which states

(06 W31 5o Joiz o5 o Jo Gumcstl o015 oSSl 3 ol 48 o 91 22501 T 2,
,In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious*

p: Yy
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Ziyarat
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the Most Merciful. May the curse of Allah and the Angels and all of mankind be upon
that person who considers (the use of) the portion of our wealth as being permissible
» for them

Abul Hasan Asadi stated: “My heart trembled that such a curse would be justified for
that person who takes even one dirham of the wealth of the Imam and considers it is
»..as being permissible for him

He continued and said: “I swear by the One who raised Muhammad with the truth and
made him as a giver of good tidings, that after I saw this letter and I looked into my
heart @nd what I thought of this issue), I completely changed (my outlook on the

" (Khums

:The yvth Imam (@jtf) has stated
Lz s WG 5 JST 58 (s J& Gunstl o015 S 5l &80 o 31 22901l

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. May the curse of Allah and*
the Angels and all of mankind be upon that person who uses even one dirham of our
(wealth without permission.”(\

:Imam al-Mahdi @jtf) also told us
Do s b 3 50 sy 3 ST B @isal 5 JsT 04 5

A person who consumes anything from our wealth has surely put fire in his stomach“
».and soon he shall enter the flaming fire

Imam al-Mahdi @ijtf) has said the following in relation to that person who considers
the using of the wealth of the Imam (Khums) as being permissible

RSP R SU S N PR
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A person who does so (inappropriate our wealth which we are entitled to) is cursed“
and we will be his enemies on the Day of Resurrection and surely the Prophet
(Muhammad) has said: ‘The person who considers it permissible to use that which
belongs to my progeny, which Allah has made impermissible, is cursed by my tongue

(@nd the tongue of all the prophets whose supplications are accepted.”

Responsibility 14: BelieYng the Claimants of Mahdawiyyah

The final responsibility of a believer (which we will cover in this book) is to keep away
from and also to proclaim those who claim to be the Mahdi (@jtf) as being liars

This responsibility cannot be realized except through a complete understanding of the
rightful Imam and successor of the Messenger of Allah (S) as it is only through this
correct understanding that one can recognize those who falsely claim to be al-Mahdi

(@jtf

It is possible for a person to falsely claim the status of Mahdawiyyah, and to introduce
himself to others as being the Mahdi @jtf) and those who lack intelligence or are
ignorant and do not recognize the true Imam or a group of people who are only
looking out for their own interests or are plagued with following Satan and who are on
the path of confusion and spiritual darkness, and disbelief and hypocrisy, may take

this (false) claim of Mahdawiyyah and fall into error and also lead

P: Y10
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others to the wrong path and thus, they will have strayed away from the path of Allah
.and the religion of His Messenger and his rightful Successors

p:Y\#
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In the name of Allah

5 AL e A, el
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know
al-Zumar: 4

Introduction

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from v..v, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFagihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities
inreligious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers
in this field

and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works
from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the
.Cyberspace

:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thagalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-
replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

‘Policies

acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-

avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-

mentioning the sources-

It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute

Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-

Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-
places

Producing animations, computer games and etc-

Launching the website with this address: www .ghaemiyeh.com-

Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-

Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-
Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems.-
web kiosks

Holding virtual educational courses for the public-

Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,
HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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:Address of the central office

Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad
HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 1y, first floor

Website: www .ghbook.ir

Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: . ¥yrfra.yyo

Y\ _Tehran Tel: saryAvyy

Commerce and sale: »a\¥y...1.4

Users’ affairs: ay¥y...1.4

Introduction of the Center — Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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For Getting Other Professional Libraries,
refer to the Center Address Please:

www.Ghaemiyeh.com
www.Ghaemiyeh.net
www.Ghaemiyeh.org

wwwiGhaemiyeh. i
For Order, Connect us:

0913 2000 109
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